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A. 

ADAMS,  Mr.  J.  Q.— On  resolutions  Massachu- 
setts Legislature,  55,  120.  On  providing 
additional  clerk  for  State  Department,  387, 
*8.  On  publishing  and  distributing  laws, 
.522.  On  general  appropriation  bill,  524, 
'5,  '6,  549,  &c,  706.  Motion  to  amend 
Journal,  536.  On  convention  with  France, 
705.  On  English  and  Russian  missions, 
722.     On  Seneca  Indian  fund',  751 . 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS.— 416, 
579,740,757.   (postponed,  £60,)  768. 

ALLAN,  Mr.  C— 70.  On  reduction  of  sala- 
ries, 468.  On  removal  of  deposites,  625. 
On  adjournment  of  Congress,  758.  On 
harbor  bill,  768,  770. 

JJLLEN,  Mr.,  of  Vt — On  commutation  bill, 
542. 

AMENDMENT.— Mr.  Wilde's  to  Mardis's  re- 
solution, 265.  Mr.  Adams's  to  his  resolu- 
tion on  deposite  banks,  277.  Mr.  Clay's 
'■to 'his  resolution  on  Union  Bank  of  Mary- 
land, 278.  Mr.  Hendricks's  to  Cumber- 
land'road  bill,  334.  Mr.  Silsbee'sto  print 
names  on  the  Boston  minor  memorial,  344. 
Mr.  Vinton's  increasing  the  pay  of  machi- 
nist and  messenger  in  Patent  Office,  387. 
Mr.  Browne's  to  strike  out  "temporary 

■  clerk  for  State  Department,"  390.  Mr. 
Binney's  to  general  appropriation  bill,  411. 
Mr.  Chilton's  to  do,  411.  Messrs.  Vance's 
and  Wardwell's  to  do.,  418.  Mr.  Poin- 
dexter's  to  order  on  deposite  memorialists, 
428.  Mr,  Corwin's  to  Mardis's  resolution, 
•431.  Mr.  Peyton's  to  Wise's  resolutions, 
488.  Mr.i  Forsyth's  to  resolutions  on  pro- 
test, 506.     Mr.  .Ewing's  to  Jarvis's  resolu- 

■  tion,  521.  Mr.  McKay's  to  general  appro- 
priation bill,  522,  525,  548.  Mr.  Chilton's 
to  da  ,523,  525.  Mr.  Clay's  to  Poindex- 
ter's  on  protest,  535.  Mr.  Bibb's  to  Mr. 
Clay?s,  536.  Mr.  Adams's  to  general  ap- 
propriation  bill,  553.      Mr.  Lincoln's  to 

do,  578.  Mr.  Polk's  to  do.,  578.  Mr. 
Vance's  to  do.,  622.  Mr.  Foot's  to  do., 
622.     Mr.;  Forsyth's  to  resolution  oncppo- 

■  test,  692.  Mr.  Calhoun's  to  do.,  685.  Mr. 
Vance's  to  general  appropriation  bilL_707; 
to  army  appropriation    bill, ;  716.       Mr. 

!  Cambrel&ng's  to  general  apprppriation  bill, 
722.  Mr.  Wise's  to  do.,  725.  Mr.  Lin- 
coln's to  do.,  726.  Mr.  D;  H.  Lewis's  to 
Indian  appropriation  bill,  749.  Do.»  750. 
Mr.  .Ashley's  to  do-,  751,  752.  Mr.  Se, 
vier's'  to  Indian  annuities  bill,  751.  \Mr. 

,*  Polk's. to ..dp.  ,on  Seneca;  fund,  751.   ..Mr.; 


Hawes's  to  Indian  annuities  bill,  751. 
To  resolution  for  adjournment,  757.  To 
harbor  bill,  760,  761,-2.  Mr.  Clayton's 
to  bill  for  relief  of  Eliza  Robinson,  763. 
Mr.  Chambers's  to  Washington  and  Balti- 
more railroad  bill,  766.  To  harbor  bill, 
767,-8,-9,  &c.  To  fortification  bill,  771. 
To  resolutions  on  Kentucky  election,  794, 
786,    To  Mar's  hdl  road  bill,  811. 

AMERICAN  STATE  PAPERS,  728. 

ANTHONY,  Mr — On  Lycoming  county,  Pa., 
memorial,  779. 

APPROPRIATIONS  BILL— (See  "  General 
Appropriation  Bill.") — For  the  army,  99, 
101,  606,  716.  For  civil  and  diplomatic 
expenses,  transfer  of,  653.  (See  Indian 
Appropriation  Bill.")  For  Fortifications, 
(See  "Fortification Bill.") 

ARCHER,  Mr. — On  general  appropriation  bill, 
525.  (Russia  and  English  missions,)  622. 
On  extending  time  for  convention  with. 
France,  704,-5.  On  reduction  of  sala- 
ries, 713. 

ARMY.— Appropriation  bill,  99,  101.  Regis- 
ter, 176.  Revision  of  the  system  of  dis- 
cipline, 386. 

ARMORY. — National,  in  Pennsylvania,  414. 
On  the  Muskingum,  416. 

ASHLEY,  Mr — On  harbor  bill,  770,  &c. 

ASSAY  OFFICES  for  United  States'  Mint, 
350. 

B. 

BANKS,  Mr.,  of  Pa.— On  Kentucky  election, 
796. 

BANK  U.  S.— ("  See  Deposite  Banks.")  Mo- 
tion to  continue  its  charter,  133 .  Debate 
continued  on  do.,  157,  206,  231,  236,  246. 
'  Motion  requesting  the  President  to  sub- 
mit a  plan  of  one,  415.  Resolution  to  de- 
posit in  it  the  public  money,  487.  Inves- 
tigation of,  (See  "Investigation.") 

BANK  AGENT.— 422. 

BANKS. — Local,  returns  of,  413. 

BARRINGER,  Mr.— Against  additional  clerks, 
412,  714.  On  English  and  Russian  mis- 
sions, 723.  On  reduction  of  salaries,  463, 
'4.     On  convention  with  France,  705. 

BATES,  Mr.,  of  Mass. — On  reduction  of  sala- 
ries,  420.  Springfield  memorial,  440.  On 
general  appropriation  bill^  524.  On  re- 
duction of  salaries,  712. 

BAYLIES1,  Mr.— 71.     On  Creek  Indians,  749. 
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BEARDS  LEV,  Mr.— Against  reduction  of  sa- 
laries,  419,  713.  On  Jarvis's  resolution, 
521.     On  adjournment  of  Congress,  757. 

BEATTY,  Mr— On  harbor  bill,  768. 

BELL,  Mr.,  of  New  Hampshire.— On  Dover 
and  SomcrsWorth  memorials. 

BELL,  Mr.,  of  the  House.— On  adjournment 
of  Congress,  758. 

BENTON,  Mr.— 219.  On  United  States' Bank, 
231.  On  Culpeper  county  memorial,  267. 
On  Boston  minor  memorial,  343.  On  con- 
tinuing United  States1  Bank,  344.  Rhode 
Island  election,  343.  On  the  protest,  451. 
On  arresting  spectators,  484,-5.  On  navy 
pension  fund,  517.  On  Boston  Jackson 
memorial,  708,  &c.  On  the  cause  of  dis- 
tress, 807.  On  Switzerland  county  me- 
morial, 831. 

BIBB,  Mr. — On  printing  public  documents, 
.  430.  On  arresting  spectators,  485.  On 
Hopkinsville,  Ky.,  memorial,  512.  Amend- 
ment to  resolution  on  protest,  536.  On 
protest,  495,  506,  566,  585.  On  Nelson 
county,  Ky.,  memorial,  746.  On  Wash- 
ington and  Baltimore  railroad,  776.  On 
Cherokee  memorial,  790,  &c . 

BINNEY,  Mr.~On  reduction  of  salaries,  713. 

BLACK,  Mr.— 112.  On  bill  distributing  pro- 
ceedsof  public  lands,  651. 

BLAIR.  Mr.— Death  of,  341. 

BOON,  Mr.— Motion  for  Congress  to  adjourn, 
416.     On  do,  758. 

BOULDIN,  Mr.  J.  W— Qualified,  264. 

BOUNDARY  LINE    OF    MISSOURI.— Bill, 
.  385.     Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  417. 

BROWN,'  Mr.,  of  N.  Car.— On  revolutionary 
pensions  bill,  3.  On  panic  and  United 
States'  Bank,  48,  90,  92,  113.  On  Phila- 
'  delphia  young  men's  memorial,  254.  On 
Edgecombe  county,  North  Carolina,  reso- 
lutions, 585.  On  Wait  county,  North  Ca- 
rolina, memorial,  786,  789. 

BROWN,  Mr.,  of  N.  Y.— Various  remarks,  411. 

BROWNE,  Mr. — On  adjournment  of  Congress, 
759. 

BURD.  Mr — 74.  On  usual  labor  of  clerks, 
525.     On  adjournment  of  Congress,  758. 

BURGESS,  Mr.- -On  postponement  of  report 
on  deposites,  69,  72,  99,  219.  On  com- 
pensation of  machinist,  &c,  in  Patent  Of- 
fice, 387.  On  compensation  of  Govern- 
ment officers,  418.  Providence  county 
memorial,  438.  On  convention  with 
France,  705.  On  Indian  emigration,  750. 
On  adjournment  of  Congress,  757. 

BYNUM,  Mr.— On  alarm,  73.  On  reduction 
of  salaries,  712. 

C. 

CALHOUN,  Mr— 112,  115, 116.  On  continu- 
ing United  States'  Bank,  206.     On  York 


county,  Pa.,  memorial,  234.  Motion  to  re- 
peal Force  Act,  with  remarks,  390.  Peti- 
tion of  exiled  Poles,  512.  Resolutions  on 
protest,  685.  On  protest,  506,  507,  685. 
On  Government  paying  interest,  763,  &e. 

CAGE,  Mr. — On  reduction  of  salaries,  463. 
Reply  to  Mr.  Plummer,  734.  On  Natchez 
memorial,  327.  On  adjournment  of  Con- 
gress, 759. 

CAMBRELENG,  Mr.— On  reduction  of  sala- 
ries,  464.  On  general  appropriation  bill, 
551;  On  difference  in  Government  ex- 
penses, 715.  On  adjournment  of  Congress, 
757. 

CANALS— Wabash  and  Erie,  2j  and  roads 
through  public  lands,  177. 

CHAMBERS,  Mr.  E.  F.— 23.  On  New  Jer- 
sey  State  memorial,  and  Baltimore  Sunday 
meeting,  530,  533.  Resolution  to  water 
Pennsylvania  Avenue,  581.  On  Baltimore 
memorial,  646.  On  the  public  distress,  657, 
&c.  On  printing  memorials,  754,  Stc.  On 
Government  paying  interest,  762.  On 
Washington  and  Baltimore  railroad,  766, 
773,  &c. 

CHAMBERS,  Mr.,  of  the  House.— On  Frank- 
lin  county,  Pa.,  memorial,  236. 

CHARTER,  U.  S.  Bank.— Bill  to  continue, 
133'.  Debates  on  do.,  157,  206,  231,  236, 
246. 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  OHIO  CANAL,  276, 
463,  578. 

CHEROKEE  NATION.— Memorial  of,  789. 

CHINN,  Mr— On  general  appropriation  bill, 
706. 

CHOATE,  Mr.— On  Mardis's  resolution  on  de- 
posites,  265. 

CHILTON,  Mr.— Various  remarks,  69.  On  ad- 
ditional clerk  in  State  Departmeaf,  388. 
Proposition  of,  calling  on  the  President 
for  a  plan  of  the  Unitod  States'  Bank,  415. 
On  reduction  of  salaries,  420,  465,  714. 
On  general  appropriation  bill,  523,  576. 
On  adjournment  of  Congress,  758,  On 
harbor  bill,  768. 

CLAY,  Mr. — On  Philadelphia  memorial,  7.  On 
removal  from  office  by  the  President,  10. 
Trov  memorial,  43.  On  York  county  me- 
morial, 107,  116,  232.  On  New  York 
clerks'  memorial,  201.  On  Maryland  Union 
Bank,  244,  259,  342.  On  his  resolutions 
on  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  159,  263. 
On  Cumberland  road,  339.  Rhode  Island 
election,  346.  On  motion  to  repeal  force 
act;  and  on  the  Jackson  party,  400.  On 
South  Carolina,  402.  Motion  to  ascertain 
the  aggregate  number  of  memorialists  on 
the  deposites,  &c„  426,-28.  On  Troy  and 
Schenectady  memorials,  432.  On  New 
Jersey  State  memorial,  528.  On  the  Bal- 
timore treason,  534.  On  Hanover,  Penn., 
memorial,  564.  Resolutions  on  avails  of 
public  lands,  585.     On  Huntington,  Pa., 
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memorial,  581,-3.  On  Hanover,  Penn., 
memorial,  596.  Bald  Eagle  memorial,  646. 
Bill  appropriating  proceeds  of  public  lands, 
$49.  On  printing-report  on  do.,  649,-653. 
Resolution  on  amount  of  dutiesj  702.  On 
protest,  506,  518,  519,520,  535,  608,  679. 
On  Adams  county,  Pa.,  memorial,  737. 
On  printing  memorials,  755.  On  Lieut. 
"Wilde's  pension,  765.  On  Cherokee  me- 
morial, 790.  On  Seneca  Falls,  Huntington, 
and  Bucks  county,  Pa.,  memorials.  803, 
&c.  On  Montgomery  county,  Pa.,  memo- 
rial, 810. 

CLAYTON,  Mr.  J.  M.— On  excitement  to  re 
sistance,  49,  51,  112:  On  the  York  coun 
'ty,  Pa.,  memorial,  233.  On  memorial  of 
Philadelphia  silversmiths,  &c,  244.  On 
Post  Office  Department,  271.  On  Cum- 
berland  road,  334,-5.  On  Forsyth's  sup- 
posed compromise,  345.  Rhode  Island 
election,  347.  On  arresting  spectators, 
.  4S5.  On  protest,  485,  490,  493.  On 
Kent  county  resolutions,  561.  On  Michi- 
gan State  Government,  717.  On  report 
on  pension  fund,  728.  Amendment  to  re- 
solution on  do.,  728.  On  New  Castle 
Jackson  memorial,  746.  On  printing  me- 
morials, 754,  &c.  On  claims  and  merit  of 
Lieut  Wilde.  Amendment  to  bill  for  re- 
lief of  Eliza  Robinson,  763,  &c.  On 
"Washington  and  Baltimore  railroad,  766. 
On  Cherokee  memorial,  789,  &c. 

CLAYTON,  Mr.,  of  Geo— On  deposites,  76. 
On  Kentucky  election,  813. 

CLAIMS.— On  land  in  Alabama,  55.  Of  citi- 
zens of  Naples,  277.  Extending  time  for, 
20,  486.     Of  citizens  on  France,  811. 

CLERKS. — Names  and  salaries  of,  in  Past  Of- 
fice Department,  345;  and  messengers  in 
State  Department,  387.  Providing  for  an 
additional  one  in  State  Department,  387, 
405,  412.  Additional  appropriation  fur, 
553.    n 

COLLECTION  DISTRICT.— Bill  to  establish 
one  at  Newajjfc^N*  >&irM& 

COMMUTATION>BILL. -^Revolutionary,  386. 

COMMISSIONERS  etENERAL  LAND  OF- 
FlCE;a--Rep;  bit  On  "httsty  'sale  in  Alabama, 
390. 

COMPE'NSATlON.'-^fncrease  of,    to   clerks, 
'  Boc.,  irr'State'  Department,  387.     Of  mem- 
bers of-' <0  origress, :  418.    Of  j  udges  in  Flo- 
rida, 721;  ;    ;  " 

COINS.-- ^prelgn,  assay  of,  260.  Secretary 
State's- ."'report  on  counterfeiting,  333, 
340,4^655,830. 

COMMITTER.— .On  Rhode  Island  election, 
minority  report,  333.  Judiciary  on  Pen- 
sion fund;  which  see. 

COMMERCE/— Foreign.  Report  of  Secreta- 
ry Treasury  on,  512;  and  navigation.  An- 
nual statement  of,  520. 

COMMUTATION  BILL.— 741. 


CONGRESS.— Adjournment  of,  416.  Com- 
pensation of  members,  418.  History  of, 
684. 

CONSTITUTION  U.  S. -Amendments  to, 
728. 

CONNER,  Mr. —On  general  appropriation  bill, 
569,578. 

CONVENTION  WITH  FRANCE.— Time  of 
effecting,  704. 

COPY-RIGHTS.— Of  judicial  decisions,  415. 

CORWIN,  Mr.— On  Mardis's  resolution,  386, 
405,431.  Amendment  t®  do.,  431.  On 
Clinton  county,  Ohio,  memorial,  590. 

CROCKETT,    Col— 56.     On  'retrenchment, 

389.  On  do.,  411.  Amendment  to  harbor 
bill,  768. 

CRIMINALS. — Discipline  and  treatment  of, 

716. 
CUMBERLAND   ROAD— 219.    Debate  on, 

245,   331.     Estimate   of  repairs   of,   386. 

Resolution  on  estimates,  405.     Estimate  of 

repairs,  488.     (Vote  on,  710;  passed  716,) 

in  the  House,  730,  753,  760. 
CUMBERLAND    RIVER.— Examination    of, 

417,  579. 

CURRENC  Y—  Plan  for  a  safe  and  uniform, 

730. 

D. 

DAVIS,  Mr.  W.  R.— Resolutions  on  Executive 
power  and  patronage,  414,  418.  On  ap- 
propriations for  English  and  Russian  mis- 
sions, 623,  723.  On  reduction  of  salaries, 
713. 

DENNIS,  Mr.— Death  of,  442,-3.( 

DENNY,  Mr.— On  reduction  of  salaries,  469. 
On  general  appropriation  bill,  527.  On 
harbor  bill,  770. 

DEPOSITES  U.  S.  BANK.— 1,  3,  7,  17,  56, 
ST,  76,  102,  142.  147,  148,  177,  201, 
202,  206,  219,  227,  228,  231,  232,  236, 
244,  251,  254,  256,  258,  259,  260,  265, 
278,  285,  321,  340,  342,-3,  345,  350, 
385,  422,-3,  432,  485,  438,  442,  463, 
470,  508,  512,  527,  536,  561,-2,-4,  579, 
580,  586,-7,  &c,  593,  606,  625,  645,-6, 
655,  680,  708,  711,  716,  727,  730,  737, 
744,  749,  753,  766,  772,  779,  881,  783, 
803,  810,  831. 

DEPOSITE' BANKS.— Bill,  221.  Monthly  re- 
ports of,  664.  Copies  of  charters,  769. 
Condition  of,  772. 

DICKERSON,  Mr. — On  general  appropriation 
bill,  552. 

DICKSON,  Mr.,  of  N.  Y.— Various  remarks, 

390.  On  additional  clerk  in  State  Depart- 
ment, "404,-5.  On  Ontario  county  memo- 
rial, 779. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA.-Potomac  bridge 
101,  606,  654,  703.  Bill  for  Pennsylva. 
nia  Avenue;  do.,  benefit  of  Washington 
City,  250.     Banks  in,  521,  566. 


INDEX. 


DISTRICT  COURTS  OF  U.  S.  IN  ALABA- 
MA, 284. 

DISTURBANCE  IN  THE  SENATE  CHAM- 
BER, 284. 

DOCUMENTS.— Printing  of,  428.  Of  Senate 
by  printer  of  the  House,  436. 

DRAWBACKS  ON  GOODS.— Bill  authoriz- 
ing, 1. 

DUTIES.— Bill  authorizing  repayment  of,  99. 
Do.,  remission  of,  on  locomotive  steam  en- 
gines, 146.     Amount  of,  702. 

E. 

ELECTION  RHODE  ISLAND  SENATOR. 
Debate  on,  333.  Minority  report,  344. 
Kentucky  election,  701,  720.  (Minority 
report,  721*)  794,-5,  810,  813. 

ELLSWORTH,  Mr.— 260. 

EVANS;  Mr.— On  Gardiner  and  Pittstown  me- 
morial,  440.  Resolutions  on  deposites  and 
national  bank,  441.  On  his  resolution  on 
deposites  and  United  States'  Bank,  508. 
On  Post  Office  Department,  576.  On  har- 
bor bill,  767. 

EVERETT,  Mr.  E.— On  clerk  in  State  De- 
partment, 388.  On  Salem  and  Medford 
memorials,  438,-9. 

EVERETT,  Mr.  H.— On  Buffalo  resolutions* 
128.  On  general  appropriation  bill,  522, 
'3,  549.     On  Alabama  Indians,  750. 

EWING,  Mr.,  of  the  Senate.— 93,  114.  On  the 
York  memorial,  234,  245,  246.  On  Post 
Office  Department,  275,  276.  On  Albany 
memorial,  278.  On  Cumberland  road, 
3"4,-5.  On  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  me- 
morial, 423,  426.  On  aggregate  of  depo- 
site  memorialists,  429.  On  arresting  spec- 
tators, 485.  On  Ross  county,  Ohio,  me- 
morial, 648.  Vermillion,  do.,  647.  On 
specie  currency,  708,  710.  On  printing 
of  documents,  729.  On  protest,  490.  On 
Lincoln  county,  Ohio,  memorial,  7il'J.  On 
Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  memorial, 
747,-8. 

EWING,  Mr.,  of  •the  House.— Amendment  to 
Jarvis's  resolution,  521.  On  English  and 
Russian  missions,  733.  On  adjournment 
of  Congress,  758,-9. 
EXECUTIVE  USURPATION— 1, 832.  Pow- 
er and  patronage,  414,  418. 
EXTRA  ALLOWANCES  TO  MAIL  CON- 
TRACTORS.—Table  of,  556. 


FILLMORE,  Mr. — On  reduction  of  salaries, 
465,  467.  On  mode  of  paying  Indian  an- 
nuities,  751.  On  adjournment  of  Congress, 
758.     On  harbor  bill,  767. 

FLORIDA  ARCHIVES,  726. 

FOOT,  Mr. — On  general  appropriation  bill, 
526.     Resignation,  741. 

FRAUDS  ON  PUBLIC  LANDS.— 102.  On 
pensions,  764. 


FORCE  ACT.— Bill  to  repeal,  390. 
FORSYTH,  Mr.— 19.  On  his  political  situa- 
tion, 52,  54.  On  new  comers,  62,  92,  96, 
112.  On  New  Orleans  memorial,  154.  On 
Philadelphia  young  men's  memorial,  255. 
On  New  Jersey  State  memorial,  and  Bal- 
timore treason  and  Sunday  meeting,  530, 
533,-5,563.  On  printing  report  on  pro- 
ceeds of  public  lands,  649,  653.  On  the 
public  distress,  655,  &c.  On  protest,  490, 
492,  506,  507,  692.  On  printing  memo- 
rials, 454.  On  Cherokee  memorial,  789, 
&c.  On  Executive  nominations,  806,  &c. 
On  Virginia  politics, '809. 
FORTIFICATIONS.— At  Boston  and  Throg's 

Point,  157,  250. 
FORTIFICATION  BILL. 
FOSTER,  Mr,— On  the  English  and  Russian 

missions,  723. 
FRELINGHUYSEN,  Mr.— On  Patterson,  New 
Jersey,  memorial,  47.  Remarks,  245, 246. 
On  Rhode  Island  election,  333.  On  the 
protest,  449,  506.  Somerset  county,  Jack- 
son memorial.  Middlesex  county,  and 
Princeton  and  vicinity  memorials,  512.  On 
navy  pension  fund,  518.  On  printing  of 
documents,  728,  &c.  On  Middlesex  and 
Morris  counties  memorials,  838.  On  Co-, 
lumbiana  county,  Ohio,  memorial,  747,  &c. 
On  Cherokee  memorial,  790,  &c. 


GALBRAITH,  Mr. — On  reduction  of  salaries, 
466.     On  Mardis's  resolution,  766. 

GAMBLE,  Mr — On  Savannah  memorial,  587. 

GARLAND,  Mr.  R.— Qualified,  585.  On  har- 
bor bill,  771. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL,  387, 
405,  418y  465,  522,  526,  548,  569,  606, 
621,  646,  (reported  to  the  House,  655,) 
706,  721,  730.     (In  Senate,)  727,-8. 

GHOLSON,  Mr. — On  resolutions  Virginia  Le- 
gislature, 27. 

GILMER,  Mr* — On  revolutionary  pensions  bill, 

6.    On  deposites,  219.     On  commutation 

•  bill,  743.     On  emigration  of  Indians,  750 . 

GORHAM,  Mr.— On  fortification  bill,  771,-2. 

GRAHAM,  Mr.— Burke  county,  North  Caroli- 
na memorial,  442. 

GRENNEL,  Mr.--On  appropriation  to  State 
Department,  523;  On  general  appropria- 
tion bill,  551. 

GRUNDY,  Mr.— On  extra  mail  allowances, 
269,  270,  274.  On  protest,  597.  On 
Washington  and  Baltimore  railroad,  773, 
&c.  \ 

H. 

HALL,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina.— 388.  Oa 
general  appropriation  bill,  523. 

HALL,  Mr.,  of  Vt.— On  Windham  county  me- 
morial, 680. 
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HAMER,  Mr.— On  Kentucky  election,  819. 

HARBOR  BILL,  177,  76  0,  762,  767,  769.        ' 

HARBORS.— 177.  In  the  Delaware,  417. 
On  Lake  Erie,  report  s  and  surveys  of,  521. 

HARDIN,  Mr.— 265,' 341.  On  reduction  of 
the  number  of  clerks  i,  &c,  466.  On  Jar- 
vis's  resolution,  52.1.  On  increase  of 
clerks,  523.  On  increase  of  appropriation 
for  do.,  553.  On  ban  k:s  in  District  Colum- 
bia, 566.  On  Mr.  Harry,  577.  On  ad- 
journment of  Congres  is,  751,  759 . 

HARPER,  Mr.,  of  Penn.-  —Against  increasing 
expenses  of  Governm  ent,  389.  On  reduc- 
tion of  salaries,  467, 7  16,  722.  On  harbor 
bill,  770. 

HAWES,  Mr.— Various  ramsrks,  409. 

HEATH,  Mr. — Resolution,  to  deposit  money  in 
United  States'  Bank,  •  189. 

HENDRICKS,  Mr.— 245.  On  bill  for  exiled 
Poles,  718.  On  Baltimore  and  Washing- 
ton railroad,  766,  774,  &c.  On  Cherokee 
memorial,  792.  On  Switzerland  county, 
Indiana,  memorial,  831,-2. 

HOSPITAL.— Public,  at  Pittsburgh,  414.  Ma- 
rine, at  Charleston,  431. 

HUBBARD,  Mr — On  harbor  bill,  760,  767, 
769,  &c. 

HUNTINGTON,  Mr.,  of  Conn On  harbor 

bill,  770,  &c. 


IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT,  415, 
IMPROVEMENTS.— Bill  authorizing,  in  Mi- 
chigan, 2.     Do.,  of  Wabash  fiver,  56.    Of 
Mar's  Hill  military  road,  156.      Do.,  of 
certain  harbors  and  mouths  of  rivers,  177. 
(See  Harbor  Bill.)      Public  buildings  and 
grounds,   340.    Missouri  and  Mississippi 
rivers,  417. 
INDIANS.— Reservations  of  Creek,  416. 
INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL,  749, 760, 

762,  767. 
INDIAN   ANNUITIES    BILL,— 751,    767. 

Mode  of  paying,  751.     Increase  of,  753. 
INSOLVENT  DEBTORS  OF  THE  U.  S.— 

250,  265,  773. 
INTEREST— On  money  due  from  the  Govern- 1 

ment,  762. 
INVESTIGATION  U.  S".  BANK—Reports , 
813. 

J. 
JACKSON  PARTY.— Mr.  Clay  on,  400. 
JARVIS,  Mr. — Various  remarks,  406.     Reso. 
lution  on  banks  of  District  Columbia,  521, 
566,  654.     On  general  appropriation  bill, 
706. 
JEFFERSON.— Bronze  statue  of,  250- 
JOHNSON,  Mr.  R.  M.— On  additional  clerk  in 
State  Department,  388.    On  the  conduct 
of  the  House,  411.     On  adjournment  of 
Congress,  758. 


K. 


KANE.— 107,  113.  On  York  memorial,  235. 
Rhode  Island  election,  346.  On  protest, 
540.     On  printing  memorials,  755. 

KENT,  Mr.— On  memorials  from  four  Maryland 
banks,  206.  On  resolution  of  Maryland 
Legislature  in  favor  of  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  canal,  276.  On  death  of  Mr.  Den- 
nis, 443.  On  Prince  George  county  me- 
morial, 470. 

KENTUCKY  ELECTION— See  Election. 

KING,  Mr.,  of  Geo— 20,  65.  On  Augusta, 
Georgia,  memorial,  256.  On  printing  of 
documents,  428,-9,  728,  -9.  On  Washing- 
ton and  Baltimore  railroad,  777. 

KING,  Mr.,  of  Ala.— 107.  On  York  county 
paper,  233.  On  Mobile  memorial,  278. 
On  Cumberland  road,  339.  Rhode  Island 
election,  346.  On  the  protest,  459.  On 
bill  distributing  proceeds  of  public  lands, 
QS1.     On  the  conduct  of  the  Senate,  663. 

KNIGHT,  Mr.— On  Rhode  Island  mechanics' 
memorial,  716. 


L. 

LAND.— Public.  Bill  granting,  for  Wabash 
and  Erie  canal,  2.  Do.,  for  services  in 
late  war,  177.  Hasty  sale  of,  in  Alabama, 
390.  Location  of  Choctaw  lands,  412. 
Revolutionary  bounty,  in  Kentucky,  414. 
Bill  appropriating  proceeds  of,  649. 
LAND  DISTRICTS.— Boundary  of,  in  Michi- 
gan, 98.  Of  Tuscaloosa  and  Demopolis, 
416. 
LAND  TITLES  .—In  Louisiana,  719.    In  Mis- 

souri,  794. 
LAND  WARRANTS.— Military  bounty.    Bill 
for  satisfaction  of,  146.     Do.,  outstanding 
revolutionary  do.,  156.      Extending  time 
of  military  land  warrants,  386. 
LANE,  Mr. — 74.  On  reduction  of  salaries,  428, 
422, 465.     On  Jirvis's  resolution,  521.  On 
adjournment  of  Congress,  759. 
LAWRENCE,  Mr.— Resi^iation  of,  783. 
LEAVITT,  Mr. — Against  reduction  of  salaries, 

712. 
LEIGH,  Mr. — On  Petersburg,  Va.,  memorial, 
on  prices,  91,  108.  On  continuing  U.  S. 
Bank,  141,  172.  On  the  York  memorial, 
234.  On  Culpeper  county  memorial,  266. 
On  the  protest,  461,  475,  506.  On  Dor- 
chester county,  Va.,  memorial,  579.  On 
Virginia  politics,  808,  &c. 
LEWIS,  Mr.  D.  H.— On  Creek  Indians,  749, 
&c. 

LIGHT  HOUSES Bill  for,  177. 

LINCOLN,  Mr. — On  Worcester  memorial,  125- 
On  additional  clerk  in  State  Department, 
406.  On  general  appropriation  bill,  569. 
On  reduction  of  salaries,  713. 
LOSS  OF  PROPERTY  DURING  THE  LAST 
WAR,  157,  463,  685,  794. 
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LOTTERY. —In  District  of  Columbia,  414. 
LOVE,  Mr. — On  adjournment  of  Congress, 

758.    On  harbor  bill,  767. 
LYON,  Mr.— On  harbor  bill,  767. 

M. 

McDUFFIE,  Mr.— 73.  On  Philadelphia  me. 
chanics'*  memorial,  148.  On  Mr.  Blair's 
death,  341.    On  the  deposites,  350. 

McKEAN,  Mr 103,  111.  Memorial  Phila- 
delphia northern  liberties,  344.  Centre 
county,  Pa.,  memorial,  345.  Do.,  of  coun- 
cil of  Philadelphia,  385.  Do.,  2,300  citi- 
zens of  Delaware  county,  Pa.,  3S5.  Block* 
ley  Jackson  memorial,  422.  Chester  coun- 
ty memorial,  527.  Milton  and  Susquehan- 
na county  memorials,  645.  •  Northampton 
county,  Jackson,  Wolf  memorial,  645. 

McKENNAN,  Mr 72. 

McKAY,  Mr. — On  publishing  and  distributing 
laws,  522 .  On  general  appropriation  bill, 
523,  525,  550,  &c,  714.  On  convention 
with  France,  704.  On  Eel  river  Indians, 
752.     On  completing  public  works,  760. 

McCOMAS,  Mr. — On  general  appropriation 
bill,  551. 

McKINLEY,  Mr. — On  reduction  of  salaries,  466. 

McKIM,  Mr — On  the  memorial  from  his  own 
district,  442. 

MANN,  Mr. — On  adjournment  of  Congress, 
758. 

MAIL  CONTRACTORS.  See  "Extra  Allow- 
ances." 

MANGUM,  Mr.— Ill,  115.  On  Plymouth,  N. 
Carolina,  memorial,  148.  On  Hillsboro' 
and  Halifax,  North  Carolina,  memorials, 
244.  On  Wilkes  county  and  Knoxville, 
North  Carolina,  memorials,  278.  Helena, 
North  Carolina  memorial,  512.  On  Wait 
county  and  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  me- 
morials, 787. 

MARDIS,  Mr.— Resolution  of,  98,  157,  219, 
260,  265,  350,  386,  405,  431,  462,-3,  621, 
701,  711, 749, 76o.  On  Indian  emigration, 
750. 

MARSHALL,  Mr — On  commutation  bill,  743. 

MAR'S  HILL,  Maine,  military  road,  811*. 

MARINE  HOSPITAL.— Bill  for  one  at 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  385,  431. 

MASON,  Mr.-70. 

MASSACHUSETTS    RESOLUTIONS 17, 

120. 

MEMORIALS  AND  RESOLUTIONS  on  the 
public  deposites. — 1,  7,  12,  17,  27,  43, 
47,  56,  57,  88,  100,  102,  123,  125,  128, 
130,  147,  148,  201,  202,  206,  227,  22S, 
231,  236,  244,  251,  254,  256,  258,  259, 
260,  265,  278,  285,  342,-3,  385,  422,-3 , 
432,  435,  438—442,  463,  470,  508,  502, 
527,  536,  561,  579,  580,-1,  586,-7,  &c. 
593,-5,   606,  645,-6,-8,   ^55,    680,    &c, 


708,  716,  727,  737,  &c,  7  '44,  &c,  753, 
772,  779,  781,  783,  &c,  ^803,  810,  831. 
MEMORIALISTS  ON  DEPOSITES.— Aggre- 
gate of,  593,  5.1)5. 

MERCER,  Mr.— £88.  On  salar  y  of  Postmaster 
General,  419.  On  adjoun  iment  of  Con- 
gress, 757.  R  esolution  for  printing  treatise 
on  canals,  761.     On  harbo:  r  bill,  767. 

MESSAGE. — Pres  ident's,  on  cl  aims  of  citizens 
on  Naples,  74J'-  On  count  erfehing  foreign 
coin,  333.  O  n  New  York  and  New  Jersey 
boundary  line ,  342,  350.  On  hasty  land 
sale  in  Alabama,  390.  W  ith  Russian  and 
Sicilian  treat' ies,  744,  753. .  With  Chilian, 
treaty,  753, 761.  With  Sp  anish  treaty*  812. 

MILLER,  Mr. — 71.  On  redu  ction  of  salaries, 
712. 

MILITARY  A.»C ADEMY.— Aj  t  West  Point,  703, 

721,  768. 
MILITIA.— Organization  of,  413,462. 
MILLIGAN,  Mr. — On  Kent  county  memorial, 

440.    On  i  harbor  bill,  77  0. 
MICHIGAN. — Bill  authorize  ng  surveys  and  im- 

proveme  nts  in,  2. 
MINT. — Assay  offices  for,  3n  southern  States, 

350. 
MISSIONS  TO  ENGLAND  AND  RUSSIA. 

Approp  nations  for,  625 i,  646,  722. 
MONEY.— Public,  in  broken  banks,  436,  772. 

Mr.  Heath's  resolutio  n  to  deposite  in  U.  S. 

Bank,  487.    Mr.  Wis  e's  resolutions  on  cus- 
tody of,  488. 
MONUMENT.— To  Gen .  Davidson,  414. 
MORRIS,  Mr. — On  Hamilton  county  memorial, 

424.     On  memorials  of  Seneca. 
MOORE,  Mr.  G.,  of  the  Senate.— On  Clay's; 

resolutions  on  the  deposites,  263.    On  the? 

vote  on  the  force  bilL  710.    On  pension 

to  representatives  of  Lieut.  Wilde,  765. 
MOORE,  Mr.,  of  the  House.— On  resolutions 

Virginia  Legislature,  36. 

N. 
NAPLES. — Claims  of  citizens  on,  147. 

NAUDAlN,  Mr.— On  New  Castle  Jackson  de- 
mocratic memorial,  744.  On  Wilmington, 
Delaware,  memorial,  7»»3,  &c.  On  bill  for 
relief  of  Elizabeth  Robinson.  (See  inter- 
est on  money  due  from  the  Government.) 

NAVIGATION. — Missouri  and  Mississippi  ri« 
vers.    Improvement  of,  417. 

NAVY  PENSION  FUND.— 517.  Rules  and 
regulations,  720.  On  equalizing  pay  of  of- 
ficers, 768. 

NEW  JERSEY  LEGISLATURE — Resolu- 
tions on  U.  S.  Bank  and  Executive,  239. 


PARKER,  Mr.,  of  New  Jersey.— 388.  On  re- 
duction of  salaries,  464.  On  general  ap- 
propriation bill,  550,  576,  715.     On  mode 
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of  paying  Indian  annuities,  752.    On  har- 
bor bill,  768.     On  fortification  bill,  772. 

PATENT  RIGHTS.— Bill  authorizing  wit  of 
error,  462. 

PATENT  OFFICE. —Bill  for  fire  proof  build- 
ing, 720.  Charges  against  superintendent 
of,  830. 

PATTON,  Mr.— On  English  and  Russian  mis- 
sions, 723. 

PAY. — Of  surgeons  in  the  army.  Bill  to  in- 
crease and  regulate,  156. 

PENSIONS.— (See  "  Commutation  Bill.")  To 
widows  of  the  late  war,  414.    Invalid,  415. 

PENSION  AGENCY.— In  North  Illinois,  416. 
(See  "  Pension  Fund."; 

PENSION  FUND.— 1, 344.  Report  Judiciary 
Committee  on,  728,  740.  (Annexed  re- 
solutions of  report,  756,)  789. 

PEYTON,  Mr.,  of  Tenn.— Substitute  for  Wise's 
resolutions,  488,  508.  On  harbor  bill,  763. 

PINCKNEY,  Mr.— On  deposites,  177. 

PLUMMER,  Mr.— Speech  on  deposite  ques- 
tion, 321.  On  Mr.  Cage's  remarks,  730. 
On  payment  of  Indian  annuities,  752. 

POLES.— Exiled.  Petition  of,  512,  520.  Bill, 
585,  718. 

POLK,  Mr.— 70.  On  Massachusett's  resolu- 
tions, 122.  On  additional  clerk  for  State 
Department,  387,-8.  On  attacks  on  gene- 
ral appropriation  bill,  390.  On  reduction 
of  salaries,  420,  468.  Bill  regulating  de- 
posite of  money  in  local  bank3,  520.  On 
general  appropriation  bill,  522,  525,-6,-7, 
548,-9,  &c,  576.  On  Indian  emigration, 
750.  On  Seneca  Indian  fund,  751.  On 
fortification  bill,  771. 

POINDEXTER,  Mr.— On  York  county  memo- 
rial, 103,  110,  233.  Remarks,  246.  On 
Rhode  Island  election,  333.  On  Cumber- 
land road,  335,-6.  Rhode  Island  election, 
347,-8.  On  repeal  of  force  bill,  402. 
Amendment  to  order  on  aggregate  of  de- 
posite memorialists,  428.  Remarks  on  do. 
429.  On  protest  of  President,  443,  489, 
490,  513,  695.  On  arresting  spectators, 
484.  On  printing  report  on  proceeds  of 
public  lands,  650.  On  bill  for  exiled 
Poles,  718.  On  Columbiana  county  me- 
morial, 747.  On  printing  memorials,  756. 
PORTER,  Mr.— 115.  On  New  Orleans  memo- 
rial, 152,  156.  On  the  public  distress,  584. 
On  printing  report  on  proceeds  of  public 
lands,  651.     On  the  prices  current,  659. 

PORTLAND.— Citizens  of.  Contradiction  of 
Mr.  Smith,  123. 

PORT  OF  ENTRY.— Bill  to  extend  that  of 
Philadelphia.  Do.  to  establish  one  of  de- 
livery at  Dorchester,  177. 

POPE,  Mr.— On  Mr.  Barry,  576.  On  harbor 
bill,  770. 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT.-Condition 


of,  206,  266.     Clerks  and  salaries,  345, 
350.     Extra  clerk  hire,  726. 

i'OTOMAC  BRIDGE,  &c — See  District  of 
Columbia. 

POWER. — Executive.    Resolutions  on,  414. 

PRENTISS,  Mr.— On  Burlington,  Vt.,  memo- 
rial, 43.  On  Chittenden  county  resolu- 
tions, 342.  On  Rutland  county  memo- 
rial, 422.  On  Windsor  county  memorial, 
646. 

PRESTON,  Mr.— On  precedents,  93, 105, 106. 
On  York  county  memorial,  108,  233,  235. 
Remarks,  245,  246.'  On  memorial  of  young 
men  of  Philadelphia,  251.  Do.,  third  dis- 
trict of  Philadelphia,  254.  On  Cumber- 
land road,  336.  On  death  of  Mr.  Blair, 
341.  On  protest,  489,  506,  695.  On  bill 
distributing  proceeds  of  public  lands,  653. 
On  bill  for  exiled  Poles,  718.  On  printing 
memorials,  755.  On  Government  paying 
interest,  763.  On  frauds  on  pensions,  764, 
&c.  On  Washington  and  Baltimore  rail- 
road, 775. 

PROTEST  OF  THE  PRESIDENT,— 443. 
Mr.  Poindexter  on  do.,  443,  488,  490,  418, 
595.  Mr.  Sprague,  446,  462.  Mr.  Fre- 
linghuysen,  449,  506.  Mr.  Benton,  451. 
Mr.  Southard,  456.  Mr.  King,  of  Ala.,  459. 
Mr.  Leigh,  461, 475,  506.    Protest,  minor, 

489.  Resolutions  on  protest,  489.  Mr. 
Preston  on  do.,  489,  506,  695.  Mr.  For- 
syth,  490,-2,   506,-7,  692.     Mr.   Ewing, 

490.  Mr.  Clayton,  485,  490,-3.  Mr.  Web- 
ster, 493,  506,  520,  699,  702.  Mr.  Bibb, 
495,  506,  566,  585.  Mr.  Calhoun,  506,-7, 
685.  Mr.  Clay,  506,  508,  519,  520.  (Re- 
solutions, 535.)  608,  679.  Mr.  Wright, 
519,  664.  Mr.  Kane,  540.  Mr.  Grundy, 
597.     Votes  on,  699,  700,  702. 

PRE-EMPTION  RIGHTS  TO  SETTLERS, 
2. 

PRIVATE  BILLS.— Reported  or  introduced 
for  the  relief  of  invalid  pensioners.  Jamea 
Kitchens;  heirs  of  Thomas  Chapman  and 
others;  Broch  Blaisdjell,  14.  Peter  H. 
Green;  James  Killbourn;  Benjamin  Baird, 
and  G.  Pomeroy,  55.  Heirs  of  Nathaniel 
Tyler,  98.  M.  W.  Gilbert;  P.  Gardner, 
101.  P.  Triphlett,  102.  Jesse  Smith  and 
others;  J.  F.  Ohl;  A.  Dulannay;  Patrick 
Green;  J.  Keyles;  J.  A.  Barnes;  R.  Dickey, 
M.  W.  Gilbert;  John  Dement;  R.  Butman, 
146.  Judges  of  Michigan;  John  Pettit; 
F.  Raymer,  166.  Don  Carlos  de  H.  de 
Lassas;  C.  B.  Penrose,  157.  R.  Hardenty, 
J.  F.  Wiley,  and  J.  Field,  219.  D.  Bart- 
let,  231.  C.  E.  Clitberell;  P.  Doxtater, 
and  J.  Weaver,  249.  John  Dal;  inhabi- 
tants of  Florida,  250.  Joseph  Nourse;  J. 
Folsom,  and  others,  against  P.  Renault's 
heivs,  265.  Crew  of  privateer  Gen.-  Arm- 
strong; heirs  of  H.  Eckford;  J.  Noble;  L. 
Baldwin,  277.  W.  Slocum;  W.  B.  Scott, 
440.     H.  Whitney;  P.  Bernard;  J.  Bogil; 
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PRIVATE  BILLS.—Continued. 

J.  Orr,  and  J.  Wallman,  349.  J.  McCar- 
rol;  S.  M.  Asbury,  350.  Benjamin  Oden; 
S.  Meachan,  386.  D.  Bailey;  W.  Smith, 
390.  J.  Saunders;  J.  Tyrrel,  and  J.  Gor- 
sage,  404.  J.  Wright;  T.  Ringgold,  412. 
P.  Alba;  J.  Meade,  413.  Luke  Voorhees; 
J.  Canfield;  Col.  G.  Morgan;  Benj.  Leslie, 
431.  George  Lay,  435.  J.  Hagerty;  Ann 
Halliday;  heirs  of  Col.  W.  Reddick;  John 
Wilson,  462.  E.  Simmons;  M.  Gilbert, 
and  others,  475.  Benj.  Hewit;  Jas.  Young; 
H.  Awkward;  A.  Bailey,  487.  H.  Stoker, 
520.  Heirs  of  W.  Smith,  540.  John  Fra- 
zer  &  Co.;  W.  R.  Harmer;  W.  Baker, 
566.  Benjamin  Phillips,  579.  James 
Thlmas,  585.  Alexander  Scott;  James 
Tucker,  and  John  Judge;  Thomas  Mc- 
Clelland, 620,  J.  Buchanan;  Col.  Smith; 
Moses  Archer;  Com.  J.  Rodgers;  William 
Mann;  We  Baden,  and  James  Harring- 
ton, 654.  J.  Ashton;  E.  F.  Gilbert,  700. 
Isaac  Carter;  J.  Gerodelle,  703.  S.  She- 
perdine;  Sureties  of  J.  F.  Green,  711.  J. 
Hogan;  W.  Locmis,  and  A.  Gales,  717. 
Mr.  Baker,  720.  M.  Hogan;  Colonel  A. 
R.  Wooley,  728.  C.  C.  Catlett;  A.  Le 
Peterie;  A.  Le  Peltier;  Atwater  and  oth- 
ers; J.  and  F.  Taylor,  740.  Heirs  of  J. 
Mulloney;  James  Bradford;  J.  B.  Clarke; 
John  Fruge,  740.  J.  and  W.  Benson;  A. 
Fredrick,  and  others;  Bishop  of  St.  Louis; 
C  Clarke,  773.  D.  Whitney;  A.  Dodd; 
Thomas  Cooper,  794,-5.  Daniel  Whitney; 
A.   Dodge,   795.      George   Bender,   811. 

PUBLIC  BILLS. — Authorizing  drawbacks  on 
goods,  I.  For  surveys  and  improvements 
in  Michigan;  granting  land  for  the  Wabash 
and  Erie  canal,  2.  For  a  warehousing  sys- 
tem, 14.  Land  claims  in  Alabama;  State 
Governments  for  Michigan  and  Arkansas, 
55.  Improvement  Wabash  river,  56.  Boun- 
dary of  land  districts  in  Michigan,  98.  To 
repay  duties  on  merchandise,  99.  Limit- 
ing time  of  advertising  sale  of  public 
lands,  100.  Potomac  bridge,  101.  Con- 
tinuing charter  U.  S.  Bank,  133.  To  re- 
mit duties  on  locomotive  steam  engines; 
satisfaction  of  military  bounty  land  war- 
rants; national  armory  on  western  waters, 

146.  Louisville  and  St.  Louis  mail  road, 

147.  To  satisfy  revolutionary  land  war- 
rants; to  increase  and  regulate  pay  of  sur- 
geons in  the  army;  Mar's  Hill  military 
road,  156.  To  extend  the  port  of  entry  at 
Philadelphia;  making  Dorchester  a  port  of 
delivery;  to  establish  collection  district  of 
Newark,  N.  Jer. ;  light-houses,  &c;  im- 
provement of  certain  harbors;  for  railroads 
and  canals  through  public  lands;  granting 
land  for  services,  &c.  in  the  late  war,  177. 
Improvement  Pennsylvania  avenue;  bene- 
fit of  Washington  City,  250.  United  States' 
insolvent  debtors,  265.  Claim  of  citizens 
on  Naples,  277.     United  States'  district 

Vol.  2.— b 
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courts  in  Alabama,  284.    Roads  in  Michi- 
gan, 340.    Public  buildings  and  grounds, 
340.      Cumberland  road  bill,   349.      For 
assay  offices  of  United  States'  mint,  350. 
Marine  hospital  at  Charleston,  S.  Carolina; 
boundary  line  of  Missouri,  385;  Extending 
time  of  military  land  warrants  of  last  war; 
to  relinquish  the  interest  of  United  States 
in  certain  Indian  reservations  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi, 386.     For  repeal  of  act  further 
providing  for  collection  of  revenue,  o90. 
To  amend  act  on  copy-rights,  404.  Charles- 
ton marine  hospital;  Huron  Territorial  Go- 
vernment, 431.     To   settle  accounts  with 
Alleghany  Bank,  435.  Authorizing  writ  of 
error  on  patent-rights;  For  an  extra  ses- 
sion of  the  Michigan  Legislative  Council; 
For  organizing  U.  States1  militia,  462.  Lo- 
cation of  lands  in  Missouri,  475.     Extend- 
ing time  for  claims  on  Naples,  487.     Regu- 
lating deposite  of  money  in  local  banks, 
520.     Improvement  Mississippi  river,  540. 
To  continue   Alexandria    Fire   Insurance 
Company;  improvement  St.  Louis  harbor, 
556.     Exiled  Poles,  585.     Extending  U. 
States'  circuit  court  to  equalize  representa- 
tion in  Florida,  &c,    620.     Prohibit  the 
District  Columbia  corporations  from  issu- 
ing bills  less  than  $10,  646.  Appropriating 
proceeds  of  public  lands,  649.     State  Go- 
vernments in  Arkansas  and  Michigan,  654. 
-Improvement  Monongahela  river;   Wash- 
ington City  Friendship  Benevolent  Society, 
700.     On   boundary   line   of    Chickasaw 
country;  of  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal; 
for  fire-proof  building  for  Patent  Office, 
720.     For  relinquishment  of  16th  section 
for  schools,  727.     To  carry  into  effect  the 
Sicilian  treaty,  740.     For  supply  of  army 
stores  in  Michigan,  773.     Adjustment  of 
land  titles  in  Missouri;  payment  of  Geor- 
gia militia  claims;  for  marine  hospitals;  or- 
ganization of  Indian  Department;  regulate 
intercourse  with  Indians,  794.      Bills  on 
Indian   affairs,   795.     To   sell  lots  in  St. 
Marks;  on  post  roads. 

PUBLIC  PRINTING.— 9,  754. 

PUBLIC  MONEY.— See  Money. 

R. 

RAILROAD. — Lawrenceburg  and  Indianapo- 
lis, 417.  Washington  and  Baltimore,  765, 
773,  795. 

RECONSIDERATION.— Of  Cumberland  road 
bill,  341. 

REED,  Mr. — On  reduction  of  salaries,  465.  On 
Post  Office  Department,  576.  On  conven- 
tion with  France,  704. 

REGISTER.— Of  debates.  Gales  and  Seaton's 
102.    Biennial,  417. 

REPEAL.— Of  force  act,  390. 
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REPORTS.— Secretary  of  State  relative  to 
Cuba,  Porto  Rico,  &c,  55.  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means;  debate  on  postpone- 
ment, 68,  450.  Commissioners  General 
Land  Office,  157.  Register  and  receiver 
of  Jand  office  in  Alabama,  157.  Secretary 
of  Navy  on  claims  Henry  Eckford's  heirs, 
157.  War  Department,  with  army  register 
for  1834,  176.  Secretary  of  State  on  the 
number  of  American  seamen,  206,  250. 
Secretary  of  Treasury  on  assays  of  foreign 
coin,  260.  Names  and  salaries  of  clerk  in 
Post  Office  Department,  345.  Secretary 
of  Treasury,  increased  amount  of  duties 
paid  in  1833.  Clerks,  and  their  salaries 
for  1833,  in  Post  Office  Department,  350. 
Commissioner  General  Land  Office  on  the 
Alabama  sale,  390.  Secretary  of  State  on 
foreign  emigration,  405.  On  location  of 
Choctaw  lands,  412.  Secretary  of  Trea- 
sury on  bank  agent,  422.  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee on  pension  fund,  436.  On  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  canal,  463.  Secretary 
War  on  Cumberland  road  and  Mononga- 
hela  river,  488.  United  States'  commerce 
and  navigation,  521.  Of  aggregate  of  me- 
morialists on  deposites,  593.  On  exiled 
Poles,  595.  On  unpaid  balances  on  pub- 
lic lands,  621.  On  distributing  proceeds 
of  public  lands,  649,  &c.  On  amount  of 
do.,  666.  On  Kentucky  election,  701.  Of 
appropriations,  &c.,  for  War  Department 
in  1833.  On  compensation  of  custom- 
house officers,  702.  On  pay  and  expendi- 
tures of  do.,  703.  On  unsettled  revenues; 
Labilities  of  United  States  to  Indians;  on 
Cumberland  road,  753.  Rules  and  regula- 
tions for  Pennsylvania  naval  asylum,  753, 
762.  Register  and  receiver  at  St.  Stephen's, 
762.  On  equalizing  pay  of  navy  officers, 
768.  On  public  money  in  broken  banks; 
on  transfer  drafts;  on  condition  of  depo- 
site  banks,  772.  On  Delaware  breakwater, 
795. 

RESOLUTIONS.-— For  information  on  unavail- 
able funds;  a  judicial  district  in  Tennes- 
see, 2.  Land  office  at  Fort  Wayne,  3. 
On  contracts  for  carrying  the  mail  and  ex- 
cess of  expense  for  do.,  6.  Removal  of 
postmasters  and  clerks;  draftsman  of  pub- 
lic lands,  7.  Removal  from  office  by  the 
President,  10.  Construction  of  a  canal  in 
Ohio,  14.  Library  of  Washington,  55.  In- 
solvent debtors,  88.  Of  Mr.  Mardis,  98, 
157,  219,  260,  265,  350,  386,  405,  431, 
462,-3,  621,  701,  703,  711,  749,  756. 
Clerk  of  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
102.  To  refer  the  Massachusetts  resolu- 
tions to  a  special  committee,  130.  Loss 
of  property  during  last  war,  157.  For- 
tifications at  Boston  and  Throg's  Point, 
157.  On  condition  of  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, 206.  Of  Mr.  Gilmer  on  U.  States' 
Bank  and  deposites,  227.  Jackson,  Mo., 
and  Bailey's  store  post  road,  231.     Rich- 


RESOLUTIONS.— Continued. 

mond  and  Somerset,  Ky.,  mail  route;  Mon- 
roe and  Bucksville,  Tenn.,  do.;  Memphis 
marine  hospital ;  change  of  pension  opera- 
tions from  United  States'  Bank;  Pattons- 
burg  and  Clifton's  forge,  Va.,  mail  route; 
Fincastle  and  Cumberland,  do.,  243.  Union 
Bank  of  Maryland,  244.  Of  Mr.  Clay  on 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  247,  256, 
263,  264.  Instructing  standing  committees, 
250,  265,  344,  349,  385,  413,  414,  415, 
416, 416, 487,  620,662,  664,  700,  701,  703, 
720,  736,  783,  794,  811,  812.  On  depo- 
site  banks,  264,  277.  Map  of  Upper  Mis- 
sissippi, 265.  Printing  journals  of  old 
CongTess,  284.  Number  of  unsigned  land 
patents,  285.  Statistics  of  the  U^j  States, 
285.  On  death  of  James  Blair,  341.  Re- 
vision of  system  of  army  discipline,  386. 
Estimate  of  repairs  of  Cumberland  road, 
386,  405.  On  returns  of  State  banks;  on 
Massachusetts;  on  organization  of  militia, 
413.     Pension  to  widows  of  the  revolution, 

413.  National   aimory  in  Pennsylvania, 

414.  Widows  of  the  late  war,  414.  On 
Executive  power  and  patronage,  414.  Cal- 
ling on  the  President  for  plan  of  a  United 
States'  Bank,  415.  For  Congress  to  ad- 
journ, 416.  On  aggregate  number  of  me- 
morialists on  the  deposites,  Sec,  426.  On 
broken  banks  in  District  Columbia,  436. 
On  deposites  and  national  bank,  441. 
Death  of  Mr.  Dennis,  443.  To  deposite 
the  public  money  in  United  States'  Bank, 
478.  To  investigate  broken  banks  in  Dis- 
trict Columbia,  487.  On  President's  pro- 
test, 489.  Mr.  Wise's  on  the  custody  of 
the  public  money,  488,  508.  Mr.  Jarvis's 
on  banks  District  Columbia,  521,  566,  654. 
Mr.  Clay's  on  protest,  535.  On  names  of 
armed  ships  and  their  commanders,  569. 
On  proceeds  of  sales  of  public  lands,  585. 
Giving  right  of  way  at  Harper's  ferry,  620. 
Mr.  Southard's  on  United  States'  and  de- 
posite banks,  653.  Mr.  Webster's  on  trans- 
fer of  appropriations,  653.  Mr.  Sprague's 
on  fees,  &c,  of  customs,  662.  On  a  uni- 
form currency,  684.  Joint,  to  purchase 
history  of  Congress,  685.  Mr.  Calhoun's 
on  protest,  685.  On  superintendent  of 
Patent  Office,  700.  Mr.  Clay's  on  amount 
of  duties,  702.  Number  of  cadets  at  West 
Point,  703.  Joint,  to  purchase  American 
State  papers,  717.  For  safe  and  uniform 
currency,  730.  On  pension  fund  and  agen- 
cy, 756.  For  printing  treatise  on  canals, 
761.  On  returns  of  last  census  of  the  U. 
States,  812.  Revolutionary  pensions,  3. 
Commutation  bill,  386. 

RETRENCHMENT — Mr.  Crockett  on,  389, 
411. 

RHODE  ISLAND    ELECTION.— See  Elec- 
tion. 
ROADS.— Mar's  Hill  military.  Bill  to  improve 
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156.  And  canals  through  public  lands, 
1771    In  Michigan,  340. 

ROBBINS,  Mr.— On  Newport,  Smithfield,  and 
Cumberland,  R.  I.,  memorials,  228.  On 
Bristol  and  Providence  counties  memori- 
als, 536. 

ROBINSON,  ELIZABETH— See  "Interest 
on  money  due  from  the  Government." 


SALARIES.— Reduction  of,  418,  463,  527;  ne- 
gatived,  522.  Commissioner  Indian  affairs, 
416.  Mr.  Vance's  amendment  to  reduce, 
507. 

SALE  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS.. -Bill  limiting 
time  of  advertising,  100. 

SELDEN,  Mr. — Resolution  on  a  uniform  cur* 
rency,  684. 

SENECA  INDIAN  FUND. -751. 

SHEPLEY,  Mr.— On  Hallowell,  Me.,  memo- 
rial, 607,-8.  On  Government  paying  in- 
terest, 762. 

SILSBEE,  Mr. — On  resolutions  Massachusetts 
Legislature,  17.  On  Boston  memorial,  132. 
On  Salem  Jackson  resolutions,  435.  On 
New  Bedford  memorial,  655.  On  Lowell 
memorial,  740. 

SMITH,  Mr.,  of  the  Senate— On  Government 
paying  interest,  762.  On  Washington  and 
Baltimore  railroad,  778. 

SMITH,  Mr.,  of  Maine. — Attempt  to  vindicate 
himself,  124. 

SOUTHARD,  Mr.— On  five  New  Jersey  me- 
morials, 202.  On  the  York  county  memo- 
rial, 235.  On  memorial  of  young  men  of 
Philadelphia,  251.  On  Cumberland  road, 
338.  Rhode  Island  election,  347.  On  the 
protest,  456.  On  three  New  Jersey  me- 
morials, 513.  On  Trenton  memorial,  527. 
Warren  county,  do.;  State  of  New  Jersey, 
do.,  527,  530.  Resolutions  on  U.  States 
and  deposite  banks,  653.J 

SOUTH  CAROLINA.— Mr.  Clay's  remarks  on, 
402. 

SPANISH  GRANTS.— In  Louisiana.  Papers 
on,  349. 

SPEECH Of  Mr.  Gholson  on  resolutions  of 

Virginia  Legislature,  27.  Mr.  Leigh  on 
Petersburg  memorial,  57,  63 .  Mr.  Pres- 
ton on  do.,  93.  Mr.  Clayton,  of  Georgia, 
on  deposites,  76.  Mr.  Waggaman  on 
New  Orleans  memorial,  148.  Mr.  Parker 
on  do.,  152.  Mr.  Piuckney  on  deposites, 
177.  Mr.  Southard  on  five  New  Jersey 
memorials,  202.  Mr.  Calhoun  on  conti- 
nuing United  States'  Bank,  206.  Mr. 
Gilmer  on  deposites,  219.  Mr.  Robbins 
on  Newport  memorial,  228.  Mr.  Preston 
on  Philadelphia  young  men's  memorial,  251. 
Mr.  Wilde  on  deposites,  286.  Mr.  Plum- 
tner  on  Natchez  memorial,  32 1 .     Mr.  Cage 


SPEECH.— Continued. 

on  do.,  327.  Mr.  McDuffie  on  deposites, 
and  Executive  usurpation,  350.  Mr.  Cal- 
houn on  repeal  of  force  act,  390.  Mr. 
Kent  on  Prince  George's  county  memorial, 
470.  Mr.  Kane  on  protest,  540.  Mr. 
Grundy  on  protest,  597.  Mr.  Clay  on  do. 
608.  Mr.  Lincoln  on  general  appropria- 
tion bill,  569.  Mr.  C.  Allen  on  deposites, 
625.  Mr.  Wright  on  protest,  664.  Mr. 
Calhoun  on  do.,  685.  Mr.  Preston  on  do. , 
695. 

SPRAGUE,  Mr.— On  removal  of  deposites, 
52,  54,  88.  113.  On  Boston  memo- 
rial, 182.  On  Bath  memorial,  342,  Rhode 
Island  election,  348.  On  Salem  Jackson 
meeting,  435.  On  protest,  446,  462.  On 
Hallowell,  Maine,  memorial,  606,  607.  On 
the  public  distress,  660,  &c.  On  fees,  &c. 
of  customs,  652. 

STODDERT,  Mr.— On  reduction  of  salaries, 
467. 

SUPREME  COURT.— Decisions  of,  585. 

SUTHERLAND,  Mr.— On  general  appropria- 
tion  bill,  552.     On  harbor  bill,  767, 770. 

SURVEYS. — Bill  authorizing,  in  Michigan. 

SWIFT,  Mr.— On  Burlington,  Vt,  memorial, 
45, 51.  On  Addison  county  resolutions, 
646. 

T. 

TALLMADGE,  Mr.— On  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  66,  100,  157. 

TERRIL,  Mr.- -On  commutation  bill,  742. 

TIPTON,  Mr.— On  Michigan  State  Govern- 
ment, 717.  On  Cherokee  memorial,  792, 
&c. 

TOMLINSON,  Mr.— On  Bridgeport,  Conn., 
memorial,  147.  Resolution  on  improve- 
ment of  Norwalk  harbor,  654. 

TRADE.— With  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  147. 

TRANSFER  DRAFTS.— 772. 

TREATY  WITH  NAPLES.— Claims  of  citi- 
zens under,  147. 

TYLER,  Mr. — On  Accomac,  Fredericksburg, 
and  Falmouth  memorials,  88.  On  Shenan- 
doah memorial,  102.  On  Culpeper  county 
memorial,  265,  270.  On  Richmond  young 
men's  memorial,  579.  On  Virginia  poli- 
tics, 807. 

U. 
UNION  BANK  OF  MARYLAND.— 244,  259. 


VAN  BUREN,  Mr.— On  York  county  memo- 
rial,  116. 

VANCE,  Mr. — Amendment  of,  to  general  ap- 
propriation bill,  with  remarks,  418.  On 
expenses  of  past  and  present  administra- 
tions, 419.    On  reductionof  salaries,  462; 
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negatived,  522.  On  general  appropriation 
bill,  549.  Remarks  on  do.,  711,  &c.  On 
Indian  emigration,  750. 

VANDERPOEL,  Mr.— On  reduction  of  sala- 
ries, 466.  On  commutation  bill,  744.  On 
adjournment  of  Congress,  759. 

VINTON,  Mr — On  increasing  compensation  in 
Patent  Office,  387.  On  difference  in  Go- 
vernment expenses,  715.  On  Indian  emi- 
gration, 751.    On  harbor  bill,  769. 

VIRGINIA  RESOLUTIONS.— 120,  236. 

VOTE. — On  York  county  memorial,  120.  On 
Clay's  resolutions  on  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  264.  On  Cumberland  road  bill, 
340.  On  reconsidering  do.,  341.  Of  the 
House  in  relation  to  the  deposites,  and  the 
United  States'  Bank,  370,-1,-2,-3.  Against 
additional  clerks  in  State  Department,  412. 
On  reduction  of  salaries,  470.  On  Mr. 
Chilton's  amendment  to  general  appropri- 
ation bill,  525.  On  the  appeal  from  the 
chair  on  Forsyth's  amendment  to  Poindex- 
ter's  resolutions,  535.  On  printing  report 
on  proceeds  of  public  lands,  653 .  On  the 
President's  protest,  699,  700,  702.  On 
Cumberland  road  bill,  710.  On  Washing- 
ton and  Baltimore  railroad,  778.  On  Che- 
rokee memorial,  792. 

W. 

WAGGAMAN,  Mr.— On  New  Orleans  memo- 
rial,  148.  Papers  on  Spanish  grants  in 
Louisiana,  349. 

WARD,  Mr. — On  additional  clerk  in  'State  De- 
partment, 409.  On  adjournment  of  Con- 
gress, 759. 

WARDWELL,  Mr.— On  reduction  of  salaries, 
712.     On  harbor  bill,  770. 

WAREHOUSE  SYSTEM— Bill  for,  14. 

WATMOUGH,  Mr. — On  reduction  of  salaries, 
and  reform,  419.  On  general  appropria- 
tion bill,  523. 

WASHINGTON.— To  purchase  the  papers  of, 
340,  525. 

WASHINGTON  AND  BALTIMORE  RAIL- 
ROAD.—See  "Railroad." 

WAYNE,  Mr. — 69.  On  appropriations  for 
English  and  Russian  missions,  622.  On 
convention  with  France,  705.  On  Indian 
emigration,  751 .  On  adjournment  of  Con- 
gress, 759. 

WEBSTER,  Mr.— On  removal  from  office,  and 
on  the  Philadelphia  mechanics'  memorial, 
12.  On  resolutions  Massachusetts'  Legis- 
lature, 17,  88,  93.  On  York  memo- 
rial, 103,  105, 112,  232.  On  the  Boston 
memorial,  130.  On  continuing  the  char- 
ter of  the  United  States'  Bank,  133,  169. 
On  Bladensburg,  Penn.,  memorial,  227. 
On  Lynn,  Mass.,  memorial,  231.  Motion 
to  lay  the  United  States'  Bank  memorial  on 


the  table,  247.    On  Worcester  county  me- 
morial,  258.     On  Albany  memorial,  260, 
512.    On  the  Baltimore  Sunday  meeting, 
534.     On  Union  county,  Penn.,  memorial, 
536.     On  Ontario  county  memorial,  562, 
-'4.     On  Utica,  New  York,  memorial,  580. 
On  doubts  of  distress  and  relief,  584.     On 
Pennsylvania  memorials,  645.    On  coin 
648 .     Resolutions  on  transfer  of  appropri- 
ations, 653.     On  the  public  distress,  656. 
On  Rochester  memorial;    Mifflin   county 
■    and  Detroit,  do.,  727.     On  protest,  493, 
506,  520,  699,  702.     On  pension  frauds, 
764.    On  Columbia,  Penn.,  memorial,  783. 
On  politics  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 
and  United  States  Bank,  187.     On  Chero- 
kee memorial,   792,  &c.     On  Executive 
appointments,  805,  &c*.     On  coins,  830. 
WEIGHTS    AND    MEASURES.— Resolution 
of  Pennsylvania  Legislature  [for  a  uniform 
standard  of,  470. 
WEST  POINT.— See  "Military  Academy."' 
WHITE,  Mr.,  ofTenn.— On  continuing  United 
States'  Bank,  236,  246.     On  interest  on 
the  debts  of  Government,  762,  &c. 
WHITE,  Mr.,  of  La.— On  New  Orleans  me- 
morial, 590.     On  harbor  bill,  771. 
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SENATE. 
Thursdat,    March  6,  1834. 

A  Message  was  received,  on  Executive  busi- 
ness, from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  Secretary. 

Mr.  SILSBEE  presented  the  memorial  of 
Benjamin  Adams  &Co.,  praying  remuneration 
for  loss  by  duties  on  kerseys;  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Finance. 

Mr.  SILSBEE  presented  the  memorial  of 
George  A.  Bender,  praying  compensation  for 
services;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  President  and  Board  of  Commissioners  of 
the  City  of  Washington  Canal,  praying  an  ap- 
propriation; referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  WAGGAMAN  presented  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  Louisiana,  in  favor  of  pro- 
curing the  passage  of  a  law,  authorizing  James 
H.  Caldwell  to  import,  free  of  duty,  the  mate- 
rials for  a  gas  apparatus;  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  presented  a  memorial, 
(names  unheard,)  praying  a  grant  of  land  to 
those  officers  who  served  to  the  close  of  the 
last  war;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  BIBB  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Kentucky,  in  favor  of  enlarging  the 
franking  privilege,  so  as  to  include  the  Adju- 
tant-General, and  the  Major  and  Brigadier- 
Generals  of  the  State;  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  Patrick  Henry  Williams,  a  soldier  of 
the  revolution;  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  presented  two  memorials 
from  citizens  of  Illinois,  in  favor  of  removing 
the  Land  Office  from  Quincy  to  Macomb;  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MOORE,  the  petition  of 
B.  S.  Polk,  on  the  files  of  the  last  session,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  BLACK  presented  the  petition  of  Ansel 
James,  of  Mississippi,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BLACK,  presented  the  memorial  from 
the  chiefs  and  captains  in  the  Choctaw  Nation; 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 


Mr.  LINN  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Russel,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  petition  of  Maj- 
Gen.  Sprigg,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  HILL  presented  the  petition  of  Jonathan 
Mead,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

REPORTS. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON,  from  the  Committee 
on  Pensions,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the 
bill  from  the  House,  authorizing  the  establish- 
lishment  of  a  Pension  Agency  in  the  town  of 
Decatur,  Alabama,  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TOMLINSON,  the  same 
Committee  was  di  charged  from  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  Ala.  in  favor  of  the 
establishment  of  Pension  Agencies  in  Decatur, 
Tuscaloosa  and  Montgomery. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY,  on  leave,  according  to  pre- 
vious notice,  introduced  a  bill,  authorizing 
drawbacks  on  goods  and  merchandize  shipped 
for  ports  to  the  northward  and  eastward  of  the 
United  States,  which  was  read  twice  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 
Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  signed 
by  three  hundred  and  sixteen  citizens  of  Buffa- 
lo, in  the  State  of  New  York,  praying  the  res- 
toration of  the  cleposites,  and  the  continuance 
<fa  National  Bank;  read,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ORDEHS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  memorial  presented  by  Mr.  Clay,  from 
citizens  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  on  the  remo- 
val of  the  deposites,  was  taken  up,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  Report  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  John  Smith, 
was  accepted. 

The  Report  from  the  Committee  of  the  .Trdi- 
ciary,  on  the  Pension  Fund,  and  the  United 
States'  Bank,  was  taken  up,  together  with  tnu 
concluding  resolution,  that  the  Secretary  of 
War  should  not  establish  a  Pension  Agency, 
where  there  was  a  bank  or  branch  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  / 

Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 
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Mr.  CLAYTON  said,  if  the  gentleman  wished 
to  oppose  it,  he  hoped  he  would  name  a  day 
when  it  should  be  again  taken  up. 

It  was  then  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Friday  week. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Archibald  Small, 
was  taken  up,  and,  on  motion  of 

Mr.  POINDEXTER,  again  laid  on  the  table, 
in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  by  whom  it  was  rep  >rted. 

The  following  bills  were  read  the  third  time 
and  passed: 

The  bill  changing  the  term  of  the  District 
Court,  in  the  western  district  of  Louisiana; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Biddle; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Mills,  which 
was  read  a  second  time,  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time;  also, 

The  bill  to  procure  a  marble  bust  of  the 
-late  Chief  Justice  Ellsworth,  the  blank  being 
filled  with  eigh'  hundred  dollars. 

The  bill  to  revive  the  Act  of  1330,  granting 
pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  the  public 
lands,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  lay  it  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  made  a  few  remarks  on 
the  importance  of  the  bill,  and,  in  favor  of  now 
acting  upon  it. 

Mr.  TIPTON  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
effect  that  any  person  inhabiting  one  quarter 
section  and  cultivating  another  should  be  per- 
mitted to  enter  either  at  his  discretion. 

Mr.  EW1NG  suggested  that  the  individual 
should  give  notice  whirh  quarter  section  he  in- 
tended to  hold,  otherwise  two  quarters  would 
be  kept  out  ■  f  the  market.  He  would  move, 
as  a  further  amendment,  "provided  he  shall 
designate  to  the  receiver,  within  six  months 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  which  quarter  he 
has  chosen." 

This  suggestion  being  accepted  by  Mr.  Tip- 
ton, the  amendment  was  agreed  to,  after 
which  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama  then  offered  an 
amendment,  giving  pre-emption  rights  to  all 
persons  located  on  the  public  lands,  previous 
to  1829.  Mr.  K.  observed  that  he  thought  the 
amendment  necessary,  as  the  construction  giv- 
en to  the  law  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
was,  that  only  two  of  the  actual  settlers  could 
receive  pre-emptions. 

This  amendment  being  agreed  to,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAYTON, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  executive  business. 

The  doors  were  re-opened  at  i  before  3 
o'clock,  when, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  the  pe- 
tition of  the  Female  Orphan  Asylum  of  George- 
town, presented  at  the  last  session,  was  again 
referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY,  the  previous  er- 
ders  were  suspended,  and  the  Senate  took  up 
the  bill  for  altering  the  term,  of  the  District 


Court  in  the  district  of  Delaware;  which  were 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  following  bills  were  then  considered  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  La  Fountine; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Kirkpatrick; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  C.  E.  Penrose; 

A  bill  for  the'  relief  of  Philip  Hickney. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  a  bill  to  restore  to  certain  in- 
valid pensioners  the  amount  of  pension  by  them 
relinquished,  which  bill  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  LEAVITT,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  a  report  of  the  petition  of  Ran- 
son  McElroy  and  Samuel  Carter,  which  was  read 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CLAY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James 
Kitchens,  which  was  twice  read  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed. 

Mr.  GILMER  presented  sundry  documents  in 
relation  to  the  boundary  line  between  the  State 
of  Georgia  and  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Mr.  SLADE,  of  Illinois,  from  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan,  for  the  improvement  of  the  na- 
vigation over  the  flats  on  Lake  St.  Clair,  and  for 
removing  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  Clinton  River; 
and  also  various  memorials  and  petitions  of  in- 
habitants of  various  parts  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  for  the  survey  of  rivers  and  roads, 
made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
the  survey  of  certain  rivers  and  roads,  and  for 
the  improvement  of  a  harbor  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  which  bill  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
the  State  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  SLADE,  of  Illinois,  from  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  granting  a 
certain  quantity  of  land  to  the  States  of  Ohio  and 
Indiana  to  aid  in  opening  a  canal  to  connect  the 
navigable  points  of  the  waters  of  the  river  Wa- 
bash with  those  of  Lake  Erie,  which  bill  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  JOHN  GIUINCY  ADAMS,  by  leave, 
moved  the  following  Resolution,  which  was  read 
and  laid  on  the  table  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  report  to  this  House  a  statement  of 
all  the  sums  denominated  in  the  Treasury 
account  of  unavailable  funds,  specifically  designa- 
ting the  several  banks  or  individuals  indebted  to 
the  Treasury  tharefor,  the  time  when  each  debt 
first  became  due,  the  time  when  failure  of  pay- 
ment first  occurred,  the  security,  if  any,  which  the 
public  have  for  payment  thereof  at  any  time,  and 
the  prospect  of  such  eventual  payment. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  DUNLAP, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
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establishing1  a  third  Judicial  District  in  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  and  requiring  the  Judge  of  the 
District  of  East  and  West  Tennessee  to  hold  one 
or  more  terms  of  said  Court  annually  at  the  town 
of  Jackson,  in  said  State. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCARTY, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  authorizing  the  officers  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Fort  Wayne,  and  the   Commissioners  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  to  correct  an  error  in  an 
entry  of  an  80  acre  lot  of  land  in  the  name  of 
William  O'Neale,  of  Delaware  county,  Indiana 
made  at  the  Fort  Wayne  office,on  the  29th  Sep 
tember,  1331. 

THE  PUBLIC  DEPOSITES. 
The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Mardis,  of 
Alabama,  came  next  up  for  consideration;  and 
the  question  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Clow- 
net,  of  S.  C,  and  Clayton,  of  Ga. 
REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS'  BILL. 
Mr.  BROWN  said,  when  the  Chair  first  an- 
nounced that  the  bill  under  consideration  was 
upon  its  third  reading,  it  was  not  his  purpose  to 
submit  any  remarks  upon  the  subjects  embraced 
within  its  provisions.  Coming,  as  it  did,  into 
thi3  House  with  the  unanimous  approbation  ©f 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims,  con- 
taining no  principles  which  have  not  been  re- 
repeatedly  recognized  by  Congress,  and  having 
gone  through  ihe  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with- 
out a  single  objection,  he  did  suppose  it  would 
encounter  no  opposition  in  its  further  progress 
and  final  passage.  In  this  expectation,  however, 
he  was  sorry  to  find  himself  disappointed,  and  as 
all  the  examination  and  reflection  he  had  been 
able  to  bestow  upon  it,  had  confirmed  the  opinion 
he  then  entertained  of  its  merits,  he  would  avail 
himself  of  a  moment's  indulgence  to  state  the 
grounds  upon  which  he  formed  his  conclusions 
in  its  favor. 

It  appears  upon  the  journals  of  Congress  what 
indeed  has  long  since  been  inscribed  upon  the 
page  of  history,  that  as  early  as  the  5th  of  May, 
1778,  seven  years'  half  pay  was,  by  resolution  of 
that  body,  promised  to  those  officers  who  should 
serve  to  the  end  of  the  War ;  and  the  same  pro 
vision  was,  by  another  resolution,  bearing  date 
the  24th  August,  1780,  extended  to  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  such  officers  as  should  die  in  the 
public  service.  On  the  21st  of  October,  1780, 
by  another  resolution  of  Congress,  half  pay  for 
life  was  promised  to  those  officers  who  should 
serve  to  the  end  of  the  war;  and  in  the  new  or- 
ganization and  arrangement  of  the  army,  which 
took  place  subsequent  to  that  period,  the  same 
half  pay  for  life  was  also  promised  to  such  as 
should  be  reduced  and  put  out  of  service  by  such 
new  arrangement.  Let  it  not  be  forgotten,  Mr. 
Speaker,  in  a  discussion  which  affects  the  rights 
of  these  heroic  men  and  their  Representatives, 
that  with  the  same  generous  devotion  to  the  public 
welfare  which  marked  their  conduct  in  every  act 
of  their  public  lif?,  and  with  a  magnanimous  def- 
erence and  respect  to  the  apprehensions  of  their 
countrymen,  who  saw,  or  supposed  they  saw, 
something  dangerous  to  public  liberty,  in  the  es 


they  freely  relinquished  a  vested  and  unques- 
tionable right  to  this  compensation  ;  and  under 
the  resolution  of  March  22d,  1783,  agreed  to  ac- 
cept in  lieu  thereof,  five  years'  full  pay,  in  money 
or  secureties,  at  six  percent,  interest.  And  here, 
(said  Mr.  B.,)  permit  me  to  stop  and  inquire  what 
was  the  nature  of  this  undertaking  upon  the  pint 
of  the  Government?  Was  the  half  pay  for  life, 
or  the  five  years'  full  pay,  secured  by  the  reso'u 
tions  of  Congress,  a  gratuity,  a  voluntary  dona 
tion,  made  without  an  equivalent  or  a  considera- 
tion ?  By  no  means,  sir.  It  was  the  price  of  many 
a  privation — the  hard  earned  wages  of  many  a 
toil,  and  the  reward  of  years  of  painful  and  per- 
ilous suffering.  Claims,  therefore,  under  the  re- 
solutions are  not  applications  for  favor,  or  boun 
ty,  or  the  exercise  of  liberality  and  public  muni- 
ficence ;  but  they  are  debts,  valid  outstanding 
debts,  resting  upon  the  highest  and  best  of  all 
possible  considerations.  And  when  his  colleague, 
(Mr.  Vanderpoel,)  denominates  the  bill  under 
consideration,  "not  a  pension  but  a  compensa- 
tion bill,"  and  urges,  as  an  argument  against  its 
passage,  the  amount  of  money  it  would  fake 
from  the  public  treasury,  he  must  have  forgotten 
that  it  creates  no  new  liability,  and  impose* 
no  new  obligations  ;  but  it  simply  provides  for 
the  settlement  and  satisfaction  of  an  indebted 
ness  already  in  existence. 

After  the  peace  of  1783,Congress  passed  cer- 
tain acts,  commonly  called  the  limitation  acts, 
baring"  the  payment  of  claims  for  half  pay,  stml 
commutation  for  half  after  a  certain  period;  and 
it  has  been  said  in  the  course  of  this  discuss' on, 
that  the  passage  and  publication  of  these  acts 
were  so  many  invitations  to  those  having  claims 
to  come  forward  and  have  them  adjusted;  this 
is  undoubtedly  true  up  to  the  time  when  the 
limitations  were  to  take  effect,  but  as  they  did 
not  contain  the  usual  exception  in  favor  of  in- 
fants, married  women,  and  persons  beyond 
seas  and  of  unsound  mind,  it  is  also  true  that 
after  the  year  1794,  when  the  latest  limitation 
became  effectual,  they  must  have  been  regard- 
ed as  so  many  declarations,  that  all  hope  of  oh 
taining  satisfaction  in  any  case  was  forever  ex- 
tinguished. Legislative  acts  lii  iting  the  time 
for  the  prosecution  of  suits,  and  the  recovery  of 
claims,  are  the  offspring  of  some  superior  pow- 
er which  is  the  common  agent,  and  common  re- 
presentative of  the  partes  to  be  affected  by 
such  limitations.  Upon  Congress  rested  the 
liability  in  question:  Congress  w<«s  the  debtor, 
one  of  the  contracting  parties,  t>  nd,  as  such  it 
may  well  be  doubted  whether  any  act  of  its 
own  could  either  extinguish  or  limit  is  liability, 
without  the'  express  consent  of  the  other  con- 
tracting party.  Notwithstanding  his  veneration 
for  the  legislators  of  that  day,  and  notwith- 
standing the  respect  which  they  were  bound  to 
pay  to  the  acts  of  their  predecessors  he  did  not 
hesitate  to  affirm,  that  after  the  Hub  l.ty  of  the 
Government  was  settled  and  fixed, a;id  alter  the 
debts  had  accrued  by  the  performance  of  the 
services  mentioned  in  the  resolutions  no  exer- 
cise of  legislative  power  upon  earth,  could  ex 
onerate  the  Government   from   its   obligations 


tablishment  of  so  many  privileged  individuals, !  without  the   consent  of  all   the  parties  to  the 
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contract.  In  this  opinion  he  was  strengl  uened 
and  confirmed,  by  the  subsequent  action  of 
Congress  itself,  for  the  validity  of  these  claims 
have  been  repeatedty  recognized  since  1794, 
and  acts  have  been  repeatedly  passed  for  the 
settlement  and  satisfaction  of  individual  cases. 

The  bill  under  consideration  provides,  "that 
it  shall  be  lawful,  for  all  persons  having  claims 
to  the  commutation  of  five  years,full  pay,  in  lieu 
of  half  pay  for  life,or  to  the  seven  years  half  pay 
promised  to  the  widows  and  children  of  con- 
tinental officers  dying  in  the  service?"  to 
present  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  who  is  authorized  to  settle  the 
•ame,  upon  principles  of  equity  and  justice, 
and  to  prescribe  the  form  of  authenticating  the 
evidence  to  be  adduced  in  support  upon  the  fol- 
lowing principles:  1st.  Any  officer  of  the  con 
tinental  line,  who  was  in  service  as  such,  on  the 
21st  October,  1780,  and  until  the  new  arrange- 
ment of  the  army  provided  for  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  that  date,  was  effected,  shall  bepresum 
ed  to  have  been  reduced  by  that  arrangement, 
unless  it  appear  that  he  was  retained  in  service. 
2d.  A  continental  officer,  proved  to  have  re 
roained  in  service,  after  such  arrangement  of 
the  army — shall  be  presumed  to  have  served 
to  the  end  of  the  war,  or  to  have  retired, entitled 
to  half  pay,  unless  it  appear  that  he  died  in  ser 
vice,  or  resigned,  or  was  dismissed, or  voluntari- 
ly abandoned  an  actual  command.  3d.  A  con- 
tinental officer  who  died  during  the  war,  and 
within  three  months  after  he  is  proved  to  have 
been  with  his  command,  shall  be  presumed  to 
have  died  in  service  unless  the  contrary  ap- 
pears. 

It  will  be  perceived,  that  the  operation  of 
the  bill  will  be  two- fold.  It  will  relieve  one  of 
the  standing  committees  of  this  House,  and  also 
of  the  other  branch  ot  the  legislature  of  many 
long  and  laborious  investigations,  and  relieve 
the  two  Houses  themselves  of  much  business, 
which  can  be  examined  and  settled  with  far 
more  safety  to  the  public  interest  at  the  Trea- 
sury. Legislative  bodies  are  illy  adapted  to  *he 
investigation  of  claims  requiring  the  examina- 
tion of  evidence:  it  is  theirs  to  establish  princi- 
ples and  prescribe  the  rule  of  action,  and  not  to 
apply  the  rule  itself,  and  notwithstanding  the 
ability  with  which  a  different  opinion  has  been 
urged  by  the  opponents  of  the  bill,  he  believed 
with  the  hon.  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Muhlenberg)  that  imposition,  fraud,  or 
false  swearing  (should  there  be  any)  will  be 
far  more  readily  detected  by  the  officers  at  tha 
Treasury,  who  will  have  all  the  papei-3  before 
them,  and  are  a-customed  to  such  investiga- 
tions than  it  would  be  by  the  committees  or 
members  of  this  House.  It  will  also  enable  clai- 
mants, having  just  demands  upon  the  Govern 
ment  to  obtain  their  spee:ly  adjustment  and  avoid 
that  tedious  delay — that  expensive  and  painful 
procrastination  — that  ''hope  delayed/'  which 
constantly  await  the  action  of  diliberatively  bo 
dies  upon  private  claims*  Who  is  there  upon 
th'is  floor,  Mr.  Speaker,  who  can  look  at  the 
accumulation  of  claims,  which  year  after  year 
bring1  back  upon  the  observation  of  Congress 


until  they  become|as  familiar  as  the  marble  ocol 
umns  which  decorate  these  halls,  <matvyf- 
them  unjust  it  is  true,  but  many  of  them  found- 
ed upon  the  most  meritorious  services  rendered 
to  the  country)  and  not  feel  that  the  Govern- 
ments are  justly  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of  de- 
lay, and  slow  to  do  that  to  individuals,  which 
it  is  their  peculiar  negative  to  compel  indi- 
viduals to  do  to  one  onother. 

If  he  was  not  mistaken,  in  what  he  supposed 
fell  from  his  colleague,  (Mr.  V.)  and  his  honora- 
ble friend  from  N.  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Pearce,) 
it  is  urged  as  an  objection  to  the  passage  of  the 
bill  that,  all  just  claims  under  the  resolutions  in 
question,  must  long  ere  this  have  been  settled. 
A  moment's  reflection  would  satisfy  the  House 
that  this  objection  is  founded  in  misapprehension. 
There  were  many  very  peculiar  reasons  which 
existed  at  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war,  to 
prevent  their  presentation  for  settlement.  The 
poverty  of  the  Government;  its  inability  for  a 
long  period  after  the  peace  to  meet  its  engage 
ments;  the  great  and  honorable  reluctance  which 
many  officers  doubtless  felt  to  add  to  the  embar- 
rassments of  the  country  by  making  drafts  upon 
its  exhausted  treasury,  the  decease  of  many  of 
those  entitled  to  claim,  and  the  operation  of  the 
acts  of  limitation,  all  contributed  to  postpone 
the  settlement  of  those  demands.  And  when  in 
addition,  we  recollect  the  acts  which  Congress 
has  already  passed  in  similar  cases,  and  advert 
to  the  applications  now  belore  the  House,  sup- 
ported by  proofs  wliich  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  declares  to 
be  sufficient,  there  could  not  be  a  doubt  that  the 
objection  was  entirely  without  foundation. 

Another  objection  is  in  the  act  of  1828,  which 
his  colleague  (Mr.  V.)  supposed  was  passed,  or 
ought  to  be  regarded  as  passed,  in  satisfaction  of 
claims  under  the  half  pay  resolutions.  An  ex- 
amination of  the  act  itself,  and  the  able  report  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  (Mr. 
Burges,)  which  accompanied  the  bill,  will  show 
that  it  was  passed  for  no  such  purpose,  and 
should  receive  no  such  construction.  If  such 
had  been  its  intended  operation,  it  would  have 
provided  for  such  officers,  and  the  representa- 
tives of  such  officers  only,  who  were  entitled  to, 
but  had  not  received  their  half  pay,  or  commuta- 
tion for  half  pay,  under  the  resolutions  of  1780, 
and  1783.  Now  it  makes  a  certain  yearly  pro- 
vision (not  to  exceed  the  pay  of  a  captain)  for  all 
the  surviving  officers  without  distinction,  and 
makes  no  provision  whatever  for  the  heirs  and 
representatives  of  deceased  officers  who  have  not 
received  the  half  pay  or  the  commutation  prom 
ised  by  the  r  solutions.  All  its  provisions  show, 
that  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  claims  under 
consideration, and  can  have  no  such  construction 
as  seemed  to  be  contemplated  by  his  colleague. 

He  would  now  .consider  the  presumptive  proof 
which  was  to  guide  the  action  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  Neither  the  Constitution,  nor 
the  laws,  have  provided  any  means  by  which  an 
action  may  be  brought  to  enforce  the  recovery 
and  collection  of  a  debt  due  from  the  Govern- 
ment, and  it  is  universally  admitted,  that  it  con- 
cerns th<?  honor  and  character  of  the  nation  to  see 
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that  all  its  contracts  are  faithfully  performed. ! 
If  the  committee  proposed  to  apply  the  presum- 
tive  proofs  to  the  transactions  of  later  years,  he 
would  admit  it  to  be  most  difficult  to  encounter 
the  argument  made  by  his  friend  (Mr.  P.)  from 
New  Hampshire;  but  when  the  application  of 
such  proof  is  made  to  the  transactions  of  the  re- 
volutions, it  will  be  no  very  wide  departure  from 
the  ordinary  rules  of  evidence.  These  rules  are 
not  arbitrary,  nor  are  they  capricious  in  their 
nature ;  they  are  made  to  elicit  and  develope  the 
truth,  not  to  stifle  and  extinguish  it  altogether, 
and  it  is  therefore  that  the  best  evidence  which 
the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit,  is  the  rule 
which  prevails  in  the  jurisprudence  of  all  enlight- 
ened nations.  A  court  of  justice  settjng  to  de- 
termine upon  the  proof  required  to  make  out 
the  due  execution  of  a  deed  or  other  written  in- 
strument, will  be  guided  and  governed  in  some 
measure,  by  the  time  when  it  professes  to  have 
been  executed.  If  it  purports  to  bo  a  paper  of 
recent  origin,  a  rigorous  mode  of  proof  will  be 
applied  and  enforced;  but  if  it  be  an  ancient  in- 
strument, a  more  lenient  and  liberal  rule  will  be 
suffered  to  prevail,  or  the  idea  of  proving  it  at  all, 
wou'.d,  in  nine  cases  out  often,  be  abandoned  as 
entirely  hopeless.  In  a  word,  when  the  nature 
of  the  transaction  is  such,from  its  great  antiqui- 
ty, or  the  impossibility  of  procuring  living  wit- 
nesses, that  primary  proof  cannot  be  produced, 
secondary  evidence  will  be  admitted.  It  appeared 
to  him,  therefore,  that  the  committee  in  adopting 
the  presumptions  in  the  bill,  have  done  nothing 
more  than  extend  the  same  wise  and  salutary 
rule,  to  the  class  of  claims  embraced  within  its 
provisions;  and  when  an  officer  is  proved  to  have 
been  in  service  on  the  21st  Oct.  17S0,  and  con- 
tinued in  the  army  until  its  reduction  under  the 
resolution  of  that  date;  and  another  is  proved  to 
have  been  in  service  within  three  months  of  the 
time  of  his  death,  he  could  not  (in  the  absence 
of  all  adverse  proof,)  give  his  assent  to  the  opin- 
ion that  it  was  a  violent  and  unreasonable  pre- 
sumption to  say  that  the  first  officer  was  reduced 
by  the  arrangement,  and  that  the  second  died  in 
the  public  service. 

It  was  due  to  himself  to  say,  that  he  was  not 
prepared  to  adopt  the  principle,  that  officers 
proved  to  have  remained  in  service  after  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  army  under  the  resolution  of 
October,  1780,  should  ba  presumed  to  have  serv- 
ed to  the  end  of  the  war,  or  to  have  retired,  en- 
titled to  half  pay,  unless  it  should  otherwise  ap- 
pear; until  he  learned  that  it  was  the  same,  which 
had  prevailed  in  the  deliberations  of  Congress  for 
some  time  past,  and  such  was  the  solicitude 
which  he  yet  felt  with  regard  to  the  effect  of  this 
provision,  that  if  any  gentleman  could  propose  a 
less  objectionable  mode  of  proceeding,  without 
defeating  the  object  of  the  bill  altogether,  he 
would  willingly  go  with  him,  upon  any  motion 
calculated  to  effect  that  object.  In  the  event  of 
no  such  proposition  being  made,  he  would  vote  for 
the  bill,  from  a  conviction  that  the  right  to  apply 
the  presumptive  proof  could  be  confided  with 
greater  safety  to  the  Treasury  Department,  than 
it  could  be  exercised  by  the  legislative  branch  of 
the  Government.    Reductions  more  or  less,  ex* 


tensive  were  effected  in  the  army  during  the 
years  1780 — 81  and  82,  by  which  no  inconside- 
rable number  of  officers  lost  their  commands  and 
were  permitted  to  retire  to  their  hornet,  subject 
to  be  recalled  by  the  orders  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief:  the  army  itself  was  disbanded  in  Novern- 
ber  1783,  and  from  causes  with  which  honorable 
gentlemen  must  be  quite  conversant,  many  offi- 
cers were  absent  upon  furlough  at  th:s  memora- 
ble and  eventful  period  of  its  dissolution.  Con- 
gress will  be  careful  not  to  avail  Itself  in  any 
manner  of  this  temporary  absence  to  say  that 
an  officer  abandoned  the  service  unless  he  prove 
that  he  lost  his  command,  or  was  absent  on  fur- 
lough.  To  adopt  such  a  rule  would  be  tanta- 
mount to  a  rejection  of  the  claims  altogether. — 
Where  at  this  late  day,  shall  a  claimant  look  for 
this  negative  evidence  of  his  fidelity?  If  he  ap- 
peals to  the  muster  rolls  of  the  army,  or  the  re- 
cords of  the  War  Department,  he  wii!  discover 
that  most  of  them  have  been  lost  or  destroyed, 
and  if  he  appeals  to  his  companions  in  arms,  he 
will  find  that  time  has  removed  most  of  those  gal- 
lant men  from  the  stage  of  action,  and  age  and 
infirmity  has  dimmed. the  recollections  and  im- 
paired fibs  faculties  of  the  few  survivors.  Where 
then  shall  he  hope  for  relief,  if  Congress  shall 
apply  the  same  severe  a.id  rigorous  rules  of  evi- 
dence to  the  transactions  of  the  revolution  which 
the  courts  would  apply  to  the  transactions  of 
yesterday? 

For  his  own  part,  he  would  to  the  feeble  ex- 
tent of  his  ability,  preserve  the  public  faith  invio- 
late, and  leave  no  public  obligation  unpei  formed; 
and  rather  than  leave  demands  for  revolutionary 
services,  to  the  fate  which  too  often  await  indi- 
vidual applications  to  Congress,  he  was  wil- 
ling with  the  committee  to  adopt  the  bill  un- 
der consideration,  with  all  its  imperfections,  if 
such  they  could  be  termed.  If  we  should  err,  let 
our  error  be  on  the  side  of  public  justice  and  na- 
tional honor:  in  favor  of  those  who  laid  l!v  foun- 
dations of  this  great  fabric  of  free  governmsi)t,the 
steady  and  persevering  defenders  ofhumaii  liber- 
ty. And  while  looking  back  through  the  long, 
dim  lapse  of  years,  which  lie  between  our  own 
times  and  the  time  of  the  dissolution  of  the  revo- 
lutionary army,  if  we  should  discover  amongst 
that  band  of  heroic  men — one  u/ho  had  not.  shar- 
ed the  compensation  promised  by  the  resolutions 
of  the  old  Congress,  in  the  absence  of  ali  proof  of 
his  infidelity,  we  should  be  willing  to  betieva  him 
faithful  and"  true  to  the  last,  and  freely  should 
we  reward  his  many  sufferings,  and  his  long  and 
generous  services,  out  of  the  abundance  where- 
withal it  has  pleased  Providence  to  crown  the 
land  of  his  early  and  enduring  affections. 

Mr.  WISE  also  defended  the  bili.  It  waa 
no  part  nor  parcel  of  a  pension  system.  It  was 
merely  rendering  an  act.  of  justice  to  ihe  indi- 
viduals for  whose  benefit  it  was  fraim  d.  The 
law  of  limitation  alone  prevented  then,  f  o:n  the 
possibility  of  recovering  in  a  cour'  of  justice- 
and  he  was  certain  that  House  would  wut  per- 
mit such  a  law  to  intervene  betwixt  the  Govern- 
ment and  these  claimants,  in  the  payn  ent  of  a 
just  debt.  Mr.  W.  went  at  some  length  into 
the  examinatic-n   of  the  several  classes  of  claim 


e 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


[23d  C.  1st  S 


ants,  showing  that  Congress  had  acknowledged 
the  justice  of  their  claims  by  making  special 
provision  for  some  of  them.  He,  for  one,  was 
not  the  advocate  of  a  pension  system;  he  came 
not  there  to  beg  a  boon  for  any  one.  Mr.  W.,in 
conclusion,  denied  that  this  was  a  Virginia  bill. 
There  were  four  claims  of  the  character  for 
which  this  bill  made  provision  for  one  in  Virgi 
nia;  there  were  more  in  the  States  of  North  Caro 
linn  and  Georgia,  than  in  Virginia. 

Mr;  GILMER  was  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
a  general  bill,  but  certainly  not  the  bill  reported 
by  this  Committee.  A  general  bill  was  neces- 
c^sary,  inasmuch  as  if  it  was  left  to  that  House 
to  legislate  on  individual  cases,  it  would  never 
be  done  as  it  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  G.  having  adverted  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Wise,  who  preceded  him,  on  the  statute  of  limi- 
tations— and  in  which  the  latter  gentleman,  as 
he  conceived,  had  imputed  blame  to  the  Con- 
gress who  passed  that  law — 

Mr.  WISE  said,  he  had  merely  stated  his 
opinion  that  the  House  would  not  let  that  stat- 
ute intervene  betwixt  the  Government  and  these 
claimants. 

Mr.  GILMER  resumed.  He  said  the  half  pay 
given  to  the  officers  and  their  widows  was  ex- 
traordinary pay,  and  the  Commander  in  chief 
h  id  stated  that  the  r  jason  for  it  was  that  the  im- 
petuosity and  enthusiasm  which  animated  them 
to  the  contest  could  not  otherwise  endure.  Mr. 
S.  went  into  a  narrative  of  the  circumstances 
connected  with  the  object  of  the  Government 
in  granting  the  commutation.  Many  of  the 
various  classes  of  officers  were  at  that  period 
indebted  to  tie  Government,  and  the  amount 
was  deducted  from  t'eir  commutation.  Ano- 
ther class  to  whom  Invalid  Pensions  had  been 
granted,  had  to  sustain  a  deduction  from  the 
pe  sions  of  the  amount  of  the  commutation 
certifica'es  allowed  th  m.  Neither  of  these 
classes  were  provided  for  in  the  present  bill  ; 
and  it  was  therefore  among  many  other  reasons 
that  he  was  now  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  a 
gener.l  bill  on  the  subject.  Mr.  G.  continued 
to  argue  with  mucti  warmth  and  energy  on  the 
necessity  of  extending  an  equal  justice  to  all 
engaged  in  the  great  and  arduous  struggle  of 
the  Revolution.  If  the  present  bill  should  bt 
put  in  a  proper  shape  wi  h  provisions  giving  to 
an  officer  who  had  not  received  the  commuta- 
tion to  which  he  was  in  justice  and  equity  en- 
titled, then  he  (Mr.  Gilmer,)  would  >  ote  fori 
cheer'ully.  Aft<-r  ome  further  remarks  on  the 
gent-rat  princple3  of  the  pension  system,  ami 
on  the  operation  of  that  system,  Mr.  G.  read 
a  draft  of  instructions  to  accomp  ^ny  the  bill  on 
its  re-committal. 

The  instructions  were  read,  but  after  a  short 
d  iscourse  with  a  few  members  around   him,  the 
sub  tance  of  which  was  inaudible  to  the  Re- 
p.it  PS, 

Mr.  GILMKR  stated,  th  it  at  the  requ<  st  o! 
some  of  his  frit  nds  around,  he  would  simply 
make  the  motion  for  the  re-commitment  and 
wit  hold  the  in  truciions  which  he  had  read  to 
the  Hous'. 

Mr-  MAFSHVLL  supported   the  bill,    and 


proceeded  to  consider  the  various  claims  of 
claimants;  and  advocated  the  justice  of  their 
respective  claims.  The  lapse  of  time  so  far 
from  being  a  bar  to  the  discharge  of  these 
claims,  ought,  he  contended,  to  be  regarded  as 
an  imperative  demand  on  the  Government  to 
do  an  act  of  retributive  justice.  If  some  had 
found  an  obstacle  in  the  difficulty  of  finding 
the  requisite  evidence  to  substantiate  their 
claims,  others  had  certainly  been  obstructed  in 
the  acquirement  of  their  rights  in  the  construc- 
tion given  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress  on  this 
subject.  With  regard  to  the  objection  which 
had  been  urged,  that  claims  would  be  urged, 
founded  on  lost  records;  it  w  s  true  that  various 
records  had  been  destroyed,  but,  as  regarded 
the  payment  of  these  claims,  sufficient  evidenea 
existed  to  show  which  had  been  paid  and  which 
had  not;  inasmuch  as  a  list  of  the  certificates  of 
the  claims  discharged,  was  extan\ 

The  ground  on  which  the  bill  was  found,  was 
this  :  that  the  Department  would  be  better 
able  to  decide  on  the  justice  of  the  respective 
claims  presented  than  this  House.  Mr.  M.  then 
alluded  to  the  way  in  which  bills  on  private 
claims,  reported  by  committees  of  the  House, 
were  necessarily  passed.  That  House  could 
have  no  responsibility  in  such  cases,  nor  was  it 
to  be  presumed  that  every  claim  was  minutely 
examined  Ity  every  member  of  a  committee.  It 
was  impossible  then,  that  a  responsibility  could 
exist  in  th  it  House. 

He  then  referred  to  the  various  acts  which 
had  been  passed  for  the  relief  of  individual 
claimants,  both  as  showing  the  acknowledge- 
ment of  these  claims  by  the  Government,  and 
the  difficulty  and  impolicy  of  legislating  tor 
these  clams  individually. 

Before  Mr.  Marshall  had  concluded,  the 
House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burgf.s,  adjourned. 

Friiiac,   March  7,  1834. 
SENATE. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  presented  thememoiial  of 
Mr.  Ringgold,  late  Marshal  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  which,  with  the  accompanying  do- 
cuments, was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered: 

By  Mr.  EWING, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry cause  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Senate,  a  state- 
ment of  all  contracts  for  the  transportation  of 
the  mail,  entered  into  since  the  30th  of  June, 
1829,  and  of  the  proposals  respscting  such  con- 
tracts, as  the  same  may  appear  in  the  books 
and  files  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

Resolved,  Tuat  the  Postmaster  General  be 
directed  to  transmit  to  the  Senate,  a  statement 
of  the  items  which  make  up  t!.e  sum  of  $64,- 
248  76,  which  in  his  annual  report  of  Novem- 
ber 30th,  1833,  he  charges  as  the  excess  of  ex- 
penses incurred  for  transporting  the  mail  prior 
to  the  30ih  June,  1829,  ver  and  above  the 
amount  stated  in  his  i  ep<  rt,  to  the  last  named 
day.  And  also,  that  he  set  forth  the  amount 
which  the  expenses  actually  incurred  for  trans- 
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portation  of  the  mails,  exceeded  the  amount 
stated  in  his  annual  "reports  of  these  expenses, 
for  the  years  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1830, 
and  the  30th  of  June,  1831,  and  that  he  give 
the  items  which  make  up  the  excess  in  each 
year.  Also  that  he  set  forth  or  state  particular- 
ly the  items  which  make  up  the  sum  of  $205,- 
656  07,  stated  in  his  annual  report  of  the  30th 
of  Nov.  1833,  as  the  expenses  incurred  for 
transportation ,  which  had  actually  been  per 
formed  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  July,  1832, 
and  which  were  not  included  in  his  report  for 
that  year. 

Also,  That  he  report  to  the  Senate  the  items 
making  up  the  sum  of  $91,658  82,  which  in  his 
report  of  Nov.  30th,  1833 ,  he  says  would,  ac- 
cording to  the  former  method  of  keeping  the 
accounts  of  the  expenses  of  transportation. 
have  been  left  out  of  his  said  report,  because 
not  entered  under  their  proper  dates. 

Resolved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  Senate,  the  amount  of 
compensation  and  extra  allowance  for  trans- 
porting the  mail,  omitted  in  the  blue  book  of 
1833,  if  any  be  omitted,  and  that  lie  communi- 
cate the  names  of  the  individuals  entitled  to 
such  compensation  or  extra  allowance. 

Resolved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  Senate,  the  items 
which  make  up  the  incidental  expenses  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,  fom  the  first  day  of 
October,  1831,  to  the  first  day  of  January,  1834; 
and  that  he  communicate  the  names  of  the  in- 
dividuals to  whom,  and  designate  the  services 
or  objects  for  which, the  money  may  have  been 
paid,  or  such  Expenses  incurred. 

Rseolved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  Senate,  the  amount, 
if  any,  due  te  mail  contractors,  on  the  1st  day 
of  January,  1834,  which  has  not  yet  been  paid; 
and  also  that  lie  state  the  amount,  if  any,  which 
the  Department  has  overdra  v  n,the  sums  due  at 
tint  date,  from  any  Postmaster  or  Postmasters; 
also  the  amount  wheh  the  Department  has  or 
shall  have  ovtrdiawn  its  deposites  in  any  bank 
or  banks,  prior  to  the  time  of  sending  in  the 
report  called  for  by  this  resolution; — also,  that 
he  set  foith  the  amount  which  his  been  borrow- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  Department,  or  which 
shall  have  been  borrowed  prior  to  the  time  of 
sending  in  said  report,  and  then  unpaid,  and 
that  he  designate  the  contractors  to  whom  the 
Department  is  so  indebted,  and  the  Postmasters 
and  banks  on  whom  such  over -drafts  have  or 
shall  have  been  made,  and  the  banks  or  inividu- 
als  of  whom  such  moneys  shall  have  been  bor- 
rowed, with  the  respective  sums  due  to,  over- 
drawn on,  or  borrowed  from  each. 

By  Mr.  CLAYTON ; 

Resolved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be 
directed  to  inform  the  Senate,  how  many  and 
what  Postmasters,  Clerks,  and  other  agents 
in  his  Department,  have  been  by  him  removed 
from  office  since  the  3d  day  of  March,  1829  ;  al- 
60,  to  state  the  names  of  those  who  have  been 
appointed  in  lieu  of  the  Postmasters  so  remo- 
ved, their  places  of  residence,  and  to  furnish  the 
original  letters,  or  copies  thereof,  addressed  to 


u;m  as  Postmaster  General,  communicating  the 
political  ciia^otp,.  0f  those  removed,  or  those 
who  have  been  appointea  iu  a-ipDly  their  places. 

Resolved,  That  the  Postmaster  Geneiol  he  di- 
rected to  communicate  .to  the  Senate,  a  copy  of 
any  and  every  circular,  or  order,  to  his  deputies, 
directing  them  or  any  of  them,  to  transmit  to  his 
Department  the  names  of  the  newspapers  takep 
at  their  respective  offices,  or  the  names  of  the 
subscribers  to  such  newspapers,  and  generally 
to  state  whether  his  Department  receives  quar- 
terly returns  of  newspapers  taken  in  the  United 
States,  and  the  names  and  places  of  residence  of 
their  subscribers. 

By  Mr.  POINDEXTER ; 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  employing  a  Draughtsman,  by  resolution 
or  otherwise,  to  make  a  manuscript  map,  from 
official  documents,  of  each  State  and  Territory, 
wherein  the  public  lands  are  situated,  to  com- 
prise the  survey  of  the  public  lands  ;  the  topo- 
graphical surveys;  the  surveys  of  coasts  ;  the 
post  roads;  the  boundaries  of  countries;  and  the 
precise  location  of  towns.  And  such  other  mat- 
ter as  is  useful,  and  usually  found  on  State 
maps,  or  that  may  be  ordered  by  any  of  the  Com- 
mittees of  this  body. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  a  memorial,  signed 
by  about  3000  citizens  of  the  county  of  Lancas- 
ter, Penn.,  complaining  of  great  pecuniary  dis- 
tress, which  they  ascribed  to  the  action  of  the 
Executive,  and  praying  Congress  for  relief. 

Mr.  CLAY  rose  and  said:  I  have  been  re 
quested  by  the  Committee  from  Philadelphia, 
charged  with  presenting  the  memorial  to  Con- 
gress, to  say  a  few  words  on  the  subject;  and, 
although  after  the  ample  and  very  satisfactory 
exposition  which  it  has  received  from  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Websteu,)  fur- 
ther observations  are  entirely  unnecess  ry,  I 
cannot  deny  myself  the  gratification  of  com- 
plying with  a  request,  proceeding  from  a 
source  so  lvghly  worthy  of  respectful  consid- 
eration. 

The  experiment  which  the  President  of  the 
United  States  has  thought  proper  to  in-titute, 
on  the  currency  of  the  country,  has  now  been 
in  operation  five  months;  and  never,  in  so 
short  a  time,  has  a  great  People  been  precip- 
itated from  the  loftiest  height  of  unexamp'ed 
prosperity  to  the  lowest  depth  of  unmerited 
distress  and  misery.  Its  calamitous  effects  are 
felt  every  where,  by  every  c'ass,  by  every  in- 
terest, in  every  section  of  our  wide-spread 
Confederacy.  And  the  evils  now  experienced, 
great  as  they  are,  undoubtedly,  are  embit'ered 
by  the  reflection  that  no  one  can  discern  the 
period  of  their  termination,  and  it  is  to  be  ap- 
prehended that  still  severer  lie  in  advance  be- 
before  us.  If  they  had  been  a  Providential  in- 
fliction, they  would  have  been  borne  with  man- 
ly resignation  and  Christian  fortitude;  but  they 
are  aggravated  by  the  conviction  that  they  are 
the  work  of  one  mortal  man,  the  produce  of 
one    individual  will,  prompted    by  vindictive 
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passion,  or  guided  by   erroneous   views  of  thefofthe  pp—iaent,  believe  it  to  be  their  duty,  at 
public  interest  an  events  safest  for   themselves,  to  sustain  him 


The  experiment,  beside*  »*•  :.iriuence  on  the 
general  businec*  «rf  me  country,  the  dismission 
of  *'i  >.isands  of  the  laboring  classes  from  em- 
ploym  nt,  and  the  check  on  commercial  ope- 
ration* and  other  enterprises,  has  occasioned  a 
very  great  depreciation  in  the  value  of  most 
descriptions  of  property,  aud  especially  of 
stocks.  I  shonld  be  glad  to  see  an  estimate 
(and  it  would  be  a  most  interesting  arid  not  im 
practicable  estimate)  of  the  aggregate  amount 
of  national  and  individual  loss  produced  by  this 
most  improvident  mea-ure,  in  the  property, 
business,  and  capital  ot  the  country.  1  have 
somewhere  seen  a  statement  that  the  total  value 
of  all  the  pfopettV,  real  and  personal,  in  the 
single  S'ate  of  New  York,  is  estimate.!  at  eight 
hundred  millions  of  dollars.  It  will  not  be 
deemed  extravagant  to  suppose  that  thi*  pro- 
perty, by  the  Operation  of  the  recent  measure 
of  the  executive,  has  been  subjected  to  an  ave 
rage  depreciation  of  ten  per  c/nf.  Assuming 
the  correctness  of  this  calcul  ttion,  the  loss  in 
that  State  would  be  eighty  millions.  The  State 
of  New  York  contains  about  one  sixth  of  the 
whole  population  of  the  United  States,  and 
probably  about  one  fifth  of  the  property.  If 
property  in  other  parts  of  the  union  has  depre- 
ciated in  the  same  proportion  as  in  New  York, 
(and  it  has  not  been  less,)  the  reduction  in  va- 
lue throughout  the  un  on  would  be  equal  to  the 
enormous  sum  of  four  hundred  millions  of  dol- 
lar* !  More  than  double  the  sum  which  the 
last  war  with  Great  Britain  cost  the  United 
States! 

But  the  depreciation  in  the  Value  of  cipital 
and  property  is  only  one,  although  not  an  unim- 
portant item,  in  the  account  of  losses  which 
have  accrued  from  the  ra=h  proceeding  of  the 
Executive.  Its  effect  on  agricultural  products, 
and  other  products  of  industry,  on  the  labor  of 
the  country,  on  commerce  on  public  funds,  and 
in  the  stagnation  of  the  general  business  of  the 
people,  has  occasioned  a  loss  scarcely  inferior 
to  that  to  which  the  capital  and  property  of  the 
countiy  has  been  most  unwisely  subject  d. 

And  what  is  the  remedy  to  be  provided  for 
this  most  unhappy  state  of  the  country  ?  I  have 
conversed  freely  with  the  members  of  the  Phil- 
adelphia Comm  ttee.  They  *re  real,  practical, 
workiigmen;  intelligent,  w  ell  acquainted  with 
the  general  condition,  and  with  the  sufferings 
of  their  particular  community.  No  one,  wiio 
has  not  a  heart  of  steel,  can  listen  to  them, 
without  feeling  the  deepest  sympathy  for  the 
privations  and  sufferings  unnecessarily  brought 
upon  the  laboring  classes.  Boh  the  Committee 
and  the  memorial  declare  that  their  reliance  is 
exch.svely,  on  the  legislative  branch  of  the 
Government.  Mr.  Presi  lent,  it  is  with  subdu- 
ed feelings,  of  the  profoundest  humility  and 
mortification,  that  I  am  compelled  to  say  that, 
con  tituted'ss  Congress  now  U,  1,0  ichef  will 
be  afforded  by  it,  unless  its  members  shall  be 
enlightened  and  instructed  by  the  people  them- 
selves. A  large  potion  of  the  body,  whatever 
may  be  theirjpnyate  judgment  upon  the  course j 


without  regard  to  the  consequences  of  his  mea- 
sures upon  the  public  interests.  And  nothing 
but  clear,  d-  cided.^and  unequivocal  demonstra- 
tions of  the  popular  disapprobation  of  what  has 
been  done,  will  divert  them  nom  their  present 
purpose. 

But  there  is  another  quarter  which  possesses 
sufficient  power  and  influence  to  relieve  the 
public  distresses.  In  twenty-four  hours,  the 
Executive  branch  could  adopt  a  measure  which 
would  aff>rd  an  efiiccious  and  substantial  re- 
medy, and  re-establish  confidence.  And 
those  who,  in  this  Clramber.  support  the  Ad- 
ministration, could  not  render  a  better  service 
than  to  repair  to  the  Executive  mansion,  and, 
placing  before  the  Chief  Magistrate  the  naked 
md  undisguised  truth,  prevail  upon  him  to  re- 
trace his  steps  and  abandon  his  fatal  experi- 
ment. No  one,  sir,  can  perform  that  duty  with 
more  propiiety  than  yourself.  You  can,  if  you 
wiP,  induce  him  to  change  his  course.  To  you 
then,  sir,  in  no  unfriendly  spirit,  but  with 
feelings  seflened  and  subdued  by  the  deep  dis- 
tress which  pervade3  every  class  of  our  coun- 
trymen, 1  make  the  appeal.  By  your  <  iTicial 
and  personal  relations  with  the  President,  you 
maintain  wi  h  him  an  intercourse  which  I  nei- 
ther enjoy  nor  covet.  Go  to  him,  and  tell  him 
without  exaggeration,  but  in  the  language  of 
truth  and  sincerity,  the  actual  condi  ion  of  lis 
bleeding  Country.  Tell  him  it  is  nearly  ruined 
and  undoi.e  by  the  measures  which  he  kas  been 
induced  to  nut  in  operation.  Tell  him  that 
his  experiment  is  operating  on  the  nation  like 
the  philosopher's  experiment  upon  a  convulsed 
animal,  in  an  exhausted  receiver,  and  that  it 
must  expire,  in,  agony,  if  he  does  not  pause, 
give  it  free  and  sound  circulation,  and  suffer 
the  energies  of  the  people  to  be  revived  and 
restored*  fell  him  tual,  in  a  single  ciy,  more 
than  siX'y  bankruptcies,  involving  a  loss  of  up- 
wards of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  have  occur- 
red. Tell  him  of  the  alarming  decline  in  the 
value  of  all  property,  of  the  depreciation  of  all 
tile  produc  s  of  industry,  of  the  stagnation  in 
every  branch  of  business,  and  of  the  close  of 
numerous  manufacturing  e>taolisLiments,  which, 
a  few  short  months  ago,  were  inactive  and  flou- 
rishing operation.  Depict  to  him,  if  you  can 
find  language  to  portray,  the  heart-rending 
wretchedwess  of  thousands  of  the  working 
classes  cast  out  of  employmenf.  Tell  him  of 
the  tears  of  helpless  willows,  no  longer  able  to 
earn  their  bread,  and  of  unclad  and  unfed  or- 
phans who  have  been  driven,  by  his  policy,  out 
of  the  busy  pursuits  in  which  but  >ye sterday 
they  were  gaining  an  honest  livelihood.  Say 
to  him  that,  if  firmness  be  honorable,  when  <u»- 
ded  by  truth  and  justice,  it  is  intim  .lely  al  iid 
to  an. .tiler  quality  ,  of  tne  m  >st  pernicious  ten- 
dency, in  the  prosecution  of  an  ervoncous  sys- 
tem. Tell  him  how  much  mure  true  glory  is 
to  be  won  by  retracing  false  steps  than  by 
blindly  rushing  on  until  his  country  is  over- 
whelmed in  bankruptcy  and  ruin.  Tell  him  of 
the  ardent  attachment,  the  unbounded  devq- 
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tion,  the  enthusiastic  gratitude,  towards  him, 
so  often  signally  manifested  by  the  American 
people,  and  that  they  deserve  at  his  hands  bet- 
ter treatment.  Tell  him  to  guard  himself 
against  the  possibility  of  an  odious  comparison 
with  that  worst  of  the  I'oman  Emperors,  who, 
contemplating  with  indifference,  the  conflagra- 
tion of  the  mistress  of  the  world,  regaled  him- 
self  during  the  terrific  scene  in  the  throng  of 
his  dancing  courtiers. 

If  you  desire  to  secure  for  yourself  the  repu- 
tation of  a  public  benefactor,  describe  to  him 
truly  the  universal  distress  already  produced, 
and  the  certain  ruin  which- must  ensue  from  per- 
severance in  his  measures.  Tell  him  that  he 
has  been  abused,  deceived,  betrayed,  by  the 
wicked  counsel  of  unprincipled  men  around  him. 
Inform  him  that  all  efforts  in  Congress  to  allevi- 
ate or  terminate  the  public  distress  are  paralyz- 
ed and  likely  to  prove  totally  unavailing,  from 
his  influence  upon  a  large  portion  of  the  mem- 
bers, who  are  unwilling  to  withdraw  their  sup- 
port, or  to  take  a  course  repugnant  to  his  wish- 
es and  feelings.  Tell  him  that,  in  his  bosom 
alone,  under  actual  [circumstances,  does  the 
power  abide  to  relieve  the  country ;  and  that, 
unless  he  opens  it  to  conviction,  and  corrects 
the  errors  of  his  administration,  no  human  ima- 
gination can  conceive,  and  no  human  tongue 
can  express,  the  awful  conseqences  which  may 
follow,  lntreat  him  to  pause,  and  to  l-eflect  that 
there  is  a  point  beyond  which  human  endurance 
cannot  go,  and  let  him  not  drive  this  brave, 
generous,  and  patriotic  people  to  madness  and 
despair. 

Mr.  President,  unaffectedly  indisposed,  and 
unwilling  as  I  am  to  trespass  upon  the  Senate,  I 
could  not  decline  complying  with  a  request  ad- 
dressed to  me  by  a  respectable  portion  of  my 
follow  citizens,  part  of  the  bone  and  sinew  of 
the  American  public.  Like  the  Senator  from 
MBSsachusetts,  who  has  been  entrusted  with  the 
presentation  of  their  petition  to  the  Senate,  I 
found  them  plain,  judicious,  sensible  men,  clear- 
ly understanding  their  own  interests,  and,  with 
the  rest  of  the  community,  writhing  under  the 
operation  of  the  measures  of  the  Executive.  If 
I  have  deviated  from  the  beaten  track  of  the 
debate  in  the  Senate,  my  apology  must  he  found 
in  the  anxious  solicitude  which  I  feel  for 
the  condition  of  the  country.  And,  sir, 
if  I  shall  have  been  successful  in  touching 
yourheai-t,  and  exciting  in  you  a  glow  of  patri- 
otism, I  shall  be  most  happy.  You  can  prevail 
upon  the  President  to  abandon  his  ruinous 
course;  and,  if  you  will  exert  the  influence 
which  you  possess,  you  will  command  the 
thanks  and  the  plaudits  of  a  grateful  people. 
The  memorial  was  then  referred. 
PUBLIC  PRINTING. 
The  Sena'e  now  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Mangum, 
to  rescind  the  rule  cf  the  Senate,  for  obtaining 
documents  printed  by  the  other  House  from 
the  printer  of  that  House. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  he  had  taken  some  pain9 
to  consider  the  two  resolutions  which  had  been 
given  to  his  care,  and  would  state  to  the  Senate 


what  the   probable   effect   of   their  adoption 
might  be. 

He  understood  that,  until  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  of  the  14th  of  May,  1830,  it  was  not 
the  custom  to  pay  for  the  composition  but  once; 
that  the  ordinuy  printing,  if  ordered  in  one 
Hous?,  was  not  ordered  in  the  othtr;  but  each 
House  was  supplied  by  the  same  expense  of 
composition.  This  rule  was  not  applicable 
where  the  Senate  ordered  ex^ra  printing.  The 
object  of  the  resolution  was  to  reach  all  the 
printing,  and  to  ascertain  whether  it  wa^  more 
beneficial  to  Congress  for  each  House  to  employ 
different  pi  inter?,  or  for  both  Houses  to  employ 
the  same.  There  did  not  exi  t  any  necessity 
for  making  such  a  contract  until  this  time,  be- 
cause, for  several  years  past,  the  same  individual 
had  executed  the  panting  for  both  Houses. — 
The  printers  for  the  House  had  hesitated  to  sup- 
ply the  Senate  with  documents  and  papers  or- 
dered by  the  other  House,  lest  it  should  appear 
to  be  a  voluntary  infringement,  on  their  part,  of 
the  privileges  of  the  printer  to  the  Senate.  He 
thought  the  objection  was  honorble  on  their 
part,  but  that  they  were  mistaken  in  the  view 
which  they  took  of  the  subject.  The  rule  con- 
templated that  the  printing  for  the  two  House9 
might  be  executed  by  different  parties.  [Mr. 
W.  here  read  the  rule!]  He  supposed  th  t  the 
printers  for  the  House  would  be  willing  to  un- 
dertake, to  supply  the  Serute,  as  proposed,  it 
they  were  shown  that,  in  so  doing,  they  would 
not  be  acting  dishonorably  towards  the  prnter 
for  the  Senate.  A  large  p  irtion  of  the  p  ntjng 
of  both  Houses  consisted  of  documents  which 
were  pres-nted  to  both  Houses.  He  understood 
that  the  composition  was  paid  for  by  bo  h  Hou- 
ses, and  that  the  Senate,  on  that  account,  had 
to  pay  twice  as  much  as  it  would  have  to  pay  if 
the  work  was  done  by  the  same  printer.  He 
undeistood  the  usual  charge  was  to  charge  half 
the  price  for  the  composition.  It  seemed  de- 
sirable to  avoid  expense;  and  the  expense  of 
setting  up  the  types  twice  might,  he  thought, 
be  avoided  without  injury. 

The  rule  that  each  printer  should  supply  co- 
pies to  each  House  seemed  to  him  to  create  an 
unnecessary  expense,  which  should  be  avoided 
if  possible.  He  proposed  to  move  that  the  re- 
solution be  reterred  to  the  Committee  of  Con- 
tingent Expenses  of  the  Senate.  The  resolu- 
tion not  only  rescinded  the  order  of  M^y,  1830, 
but  the  printing  for  the  Senate  ex.iusively 
without  reference  to  the  House,  would  proba- 
bly have  a  retro-active  effect.  He  would  make 
no  motion,  but  wished  to  have  from  the  Com- 
mittee all  the  information  which  couid  be  ob- 
tained . 

Mr.  MANGUM  thought  the  whole  subject  of 
the  public  print  ng  would  be  better  on  the  same 
foo'ing  as  the  House  of  Representatives.  He 
did  not  look  at  the  subject  of  expense  so  much 
as  that  of  convenience.  A  joint  resolution,  bot- 
tomed on  the  reduction  of  the  whole  expendi- 
ture, would  meet  his  approbation. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  said  it  wa9  unnecessary  to  act 
hastily  on  the  subject.  He  would  piopose  ao 
amendment  to  the  resolution,  either  as  a  .ubsti- 
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tute,  or  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the  original  re- 
soln  ion  as  his  amendment  referred  to. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  offered  the  following1  amend- 
ment: 

When  any  message,  report,  or  other  docu- 
ment, communicated  to  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, shall  be  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the 
Senate,  the  Secretary  shall  ascertain  whether 
the  same  shall  have  been  ordered  to  be  printed 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  if  so,  the  co- 
pies will  be  furnished  by  the  printer  to  the 
House,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  .under  the 
law  and  usage  now  in  force;  and  when  the 
same  person  shall  be  printer  to  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  and  any  message,  report,  or  other 
document,  communicated  to  both  Houses,  and 
printed  by  the  House,  and  an  additional  num- 
ber of  copies  thereof  shall  be  ordered  ta  be 
printed  by  the  Senate,  the  printer  shall  charge 
for  the  same  after  the  rate  allowed  bylaw  for 
the  press  work,  including  paper,  folding, 
stitching,  and  excluding  composition;  ar«d  that 
the  resolution  of  the.  14th  of  May,  1830,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

His  object  was,  he  said,  to  reduce  it  to  the 
same  practice  which  was  now  pursued.  The 
price  of  the  composition  was  fixed  by  law,  and 
cost  no  more  by  being  done  by  the  printer  for 
the  Senate,  than  by  the  printer  for  the  House. 

Mr.  BIBB  said  the  only  objection  that  he 
had  to  the  rule  as  it  now  stood,  was,  that  it 
made  the  Senate  subordinate  to  the  Hous»,  ex- 
cept it  made  a  special  order.  The  adoption  of 
the  rule  now  could  not  have  a  retro-active  ef- 
fect. He  would  proceed  to  place  the  Senate 
on  the  same  footing  with  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  then  proceed  by  a  joint  rule. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  hoped  the  amendment  would 
be  adopted;  it  would  obviate  a  great  part  of  the 
present  expense;  it  would  supersede  the  dupli- 
ca'e  printing  of  ordinary  documents.  As  a  sin- 
gle instance  of  expenses,  he  had  been  assured, 
that  the  printiug  of  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  on  imports  -nd  exports,  cost 
regularly  from  $1800  to  $2000,  and  the  expense 
was  in  the  same  ratio  for  all  Excutive  docu- 
ments. 

Mr.  BIBB  would  ask  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  whether,  as  a  Senator,  he  was  will- 
ing that  such  a  document  should  not  be  in  the 
possession  of  the  Senate  till  after  'he  wants  of 
the  House  had  been  supplied,  and  that  Senators 
should  be  the  last  to  send  to  their  constituents 
such  documents,  after  they  had  been  thus  fur- 
nished. Mr.  B's  proposition  met  the  case  at 
once,  to  rescind  the  rule,  and  place  the  two 
Houses  on  an  equality.  He  was  willing  to  di- 
minish the  expenses,  but  not  to  place  the  Sen- 
ate under  an  inconvenience,  to  wliichthe  House 
was  not  willing  to  subject  itself;  t'>ey  ought  both 
to  be  placed  on  a  footing  of  equality. 

Mr.  CLAY  thought  it  was  best  to  refer  the 
subject,  as  it  was  one  which  he  did  not  feel 
fully  acquainted  with. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  hoped  the  reference  would 
take  place,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  after  the 
subject  had  been  investigated,  the  rule  would 
be  continued  in  its  present  form. 


He  would  say  a  word  on  the  reciprocity  of 
the  two  Houses.  What  was  the  present  usage? 
When  documents  were  presented  to  the  two 
Houses,  it  was  the  custom  of  the  House  to  order 
a  sufficient  number  to  be  printed  for  both  Hous- 
es. But  when  the  Senate  had  first  ordered  the 
printing,  it  was  the  custom  of  the  House  to  em- 
ploy their  printer  to  print  the  same  document, 
and  they  thus  increase  the  benefit  to  their  own 
printer.  He  moved  that  the  Resolution  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Contingent  Ex- 
penses of  the  Senate;  and  it  was  so  ordered. 
REMOVAL  FROM  OFFICE. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  was  desirous  to  present 
for  the  consideratian  of  the  Senate,  frour  Reso- 
lutions, which  he  had  before  him.  It  was  not 
his  intention  at  this  time  to  enter  into  a  discus- 
sion respecting  tbem,  but  to  make  them  the  or- 
der of  some  day ,  not  very  near,  that  the  subject 
might  then  be  taken  up  and  examined.  But  in 
presenting  them  he  wished  to  make  a  few  ex- 
planatory observations.      '   . 

The  first  Resolution  asserted  that  the  Presi- 
dent, by  the  Constitution  of  the  U.  States,  did 
not  possess  the  power  to  remove  at  his  pleasure 
officers  of  the  Government. 

The  second  Resolution  asserted  that  tn  all 
cases  of  office  created  by  law,  the  tenure  of  which 
was  not  fixed  by  the  Constitution,  Congress  had 
the  power  to  prescribe  both  the  terms  and  con- 
ditions of  the  office. 

The  third  resolution  proposed  to  ins'itutean 
inquiry,  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  in 
regard  to  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law, 
that  in  all  cases  of  removing  from  office  pre- 
scribed by  law,  the  removal  should  be  effected 
only  bv  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate;  or  if  the 
Senate  should  not  be  in  session.atthe  time  of  re- 
moval, the  reason  for  such  removal  should  im- 
mediately be  communicated  by  the  President, 
at  the  commencement  of  its  next  session,  and 
if  the  Senat*  concurred,  the  removal  should  be 
valid;  but  if  they  did  not  concur,  the  person  so 
removed  should  continue  in  office. 

The  fourth  resolution  proposed  an  inquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law,  that 
in  cases  of  the  appointment  of  deputy  Post-, 
masters,  the  name  of  the  person  appointed) 
should  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  for  their  ap-^ 
proval,  under  certain  restrictions. 

These  resolutions,  Mr.  Clay  said,  presented 
a  subject,  on  a  gre.it  question,  of  deep  impor- 
tance, involving,  as  he  believed,  the  purity,  if 
not  the  .durability ,  of  this  Government.  The 
three  first  resolutions  asserted,  that  by  the 
Constitution,  the  power  of  removal  was  not 
vested  in  the  President,  to  be  exercised  at  his 
pleasure. 

Mr.  C.  was  fully  aware,  that,  by  a  vote  of  the 
Senate,  at  the  session  of  the  first  Congress  in 
1789,  which  was  carried  by  the  casting  vote  of 
its  President,  the  power  of  removing  from  office- 
had  been  conceded  to  be  in  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  Since  that  period,  with  a  single 
exception,  in  an  incidental  discussion  in  the  Se- 
nate, four  or  five  years  ago,  this  subject  had  not 
been  investigated  by  Congress.  Mr.  C.  had 
looked  into  the  Constitution  with  great  care,  and 
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he  would  say  that  with  respect  to  the  existence 
or  nonexistence  of  that  power,  it  was  his  convic 
tion  that  the  power  was  not  vested  in  the  Presi- 
dent, by  the  Constitution,  in  the  cases  which  he 
had  intimated.-  The  vesting  it  in  the  President 
by  the  first  Congress,  was  important,  without  the 
authority  of  the  Constitution ;  and  among'  the 
considerations  which  induced  the  first  Cong-re  :-s 
to  concede  it  to  the  President,  not  the  least  im- 
portant, was  the  unbounded  confidence  which 
they  reposed  in  (he  prudence,  moderation, and 
wisdom.ot  the  Father  of  his  country,  then  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

Under  these  convictions,  Mr.  C.  had  thought 
it  his  duty  to  present  these  resolutions  to  the  Se- 
nate; and  in  regard  to  the  right  of  the  President, 
to  which  he  had  referred,  it  was  worthy  of  obser- 
vation, that  even  with  the  concession  that  the 
power  was  made,  it  was  made  under  qualfica 
tions,  which  qualifications  had  been  totally  dis- 
regarded, at  least  during  the  present  administra 
tion. 

The  present  administration,  by  its  doctrines, 
and  by  suggestions  which  had  been  thrown  ou. 
during  the  debate  on  the  deposite  question,  main 
tained  all  the  tremendous  executive  powers  of 
the  Government.  All  its  officers  were  bound  to 
conform  to  the  will  of  an  individual,  no  matter 
how  contrary  to  their  own  judgment.  The  total 
number  of  employers  of  the  Government,  were 
estimated  at  not  less  than  40,000;  and  if  we  look- 
ed at  the  size  of  the  Blue  Book,  in  which  only  a 
portion  of  them  was  returned,  we  should  be  in 
duced  to  believe  that  this  fell  below,  rather  than 
transcended  the  true  number;  and  if  we  suppo- 
sed this  immense  mass  of  40,000,  animated  by 
one  spirit,  and  one  which  impelled  them  to  con- 
form to  the  will  of  one  man,  in  spite  of  all  guar- 
antees, it  could  not  be  matter  of  surprise,  when 
we  found  all  their  utility  frail  and  unavailing. 

It  had  been  stated  as  an  axiom  in  all  free  Go- 
vernments, and  on  the  authority  of  all  the  true 
friends  of  liberty,  that  a  standing  army  in  a 
time  of  reice  asd  security,  was  improper  and 
dangerous.  But  what  was  a  standing  army  ? 
It  was  a  mass  of  men  spread  over  a  community, 
divided  into  separate  and  perhaps  distant  corps, 
occupv  ing'their  quarters  ar.d  their  barracks,  at  d 
distingui-hed  by  their  trapping  and  uniform 
from  the  rest  of  the  community.  The  danger 
X  i  t-uch  an  army,  however  great,  was  capable 
of  being  felt  and  eradicated.  But  how  differ- 
ent from  all  this  \>  as  this  standing  executive 
army  of  40,000,  dispersed  over  the  face  of  the 
land,  occupying  all  the  cities  and  villages,  fre- 
quenting the  streets  and  cross  roads,  and  all 
obeying  one  man",  in  a  time  of  peace,  and  when- 
ever there  were  orders  from  head  quarters, they 
were  realy  to  rally  around  themselves,  all  th  se 
who  support  the  powers  that  be,  to  carry  their 
purposes  into  execution  ? 

Mr.  CLAY  continued— Sir,  a  standing  army 
like  this,  dispersed  throughout  the  community, 
is  more  dangerous  than  that  force  which  has 
ever  been  so  anxiously  guarded  against  by  free 
nations  in  all  ages  of  the  world.  And  sir,  the  time 
will  come,  when  this  official  corps,  if  a  corrective 
be  not  applied,  will  as  certainly  control  the  Pre 


sidential  succession,  as,  in^-ancient  Rome,  the 
Prcetorian  band  decided  upon  the  disposition  of 
the  inferior  crown.  Sir,  I  think  this  matter 
worthy  of  serious,  dispassionate,  and  early  in- 
quiry; and  the  object  of  the  resolutions  I  have  had 
the  honor  to  present,  is  to  invite  a  deliberate 
review  of  the  power  of  the  President  and  of  Con- 
gress ;  to  see  if  the  wisdom  of  our  forefathers  has 
given  this  immense  power  into  the  hands  of  one 
man  ;  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  they  have  ren- 
dered this  country  a  republic  in  name,  but  a  des- 
potism in  reality.  I  hope  gentlemen  will  turn  their 
attention  to  this  subject;  that  they  will  examine 
the  Constitution  carefully,  and  come  prepared  to 
show  that  it  gives  the  power  contended  for  to  the 
President.  I  trust  they  will  not  entrench  them- 
selves behind  a  solitary  precedent.  I  am  not 
one  of  those  who  dispise  or  contemn  precedents 
— they  are  the  evidences  of  truth — but  they  are 
only  evid'  nee  ;  and  in  the  case  of  such  a  prece- 
dent as  that  to  which  I  have  adverted,  leading 
to  such  consequences,  it  is  our  duty  not  to  re- 
pose under  the  decision  of  a  divided  first  Con- 
gress. We  must  go  the  source,  sir, --to  the 
Constitution — and  see  if  we  can  there  discern 
the  power  contended  for.  In  no  spirit— under 
no  feeling  unworthy  of  this  body — I  invoke 
gentlemen  when  they  come  to  this  discussion, 
to  show  me  that  part  of  the  Constitution  which 
conveys  to  the  Chu-f  Magistrate  the  power 
which  he  has  assumed.  I  have  looked  for  it,  and 
have  not  been  able  to  find  it. 

Sir,  if  greater  stability  can  be  given  to  offi- 
cial incumbents  than  they  now  possess,  the  ef- 
fect will  be  to  secure  their  independence  to  a 
certain  extent,  not  however  injurious  to  public 
interest,  because,  besides  dismissal  by  impeach- 
ment, the  more  summary  mode  of  dismissal  by 
the  President,  and  the  Senate  is  also  implied. 
The  effect  will  be  to  secure  more  independence; 
less  dependance  upon  ihe  will  of  one  man?  to 
restore  that  equilibrium,  without  which  the  Go- 
vernment cannot  exist — which  has  been  disturb- 
ed by  the  action  of  the  Executive;  to  neutral- 
ze  that  principle  which  is  leading  to  the  ab 
sorption  of  all  power  in  one,  and  the  paralvsi* 
of  every  other  department.  In  saying,  sir,  that 
most  of  the  present  Execntive  officers  are  po- 
litical partisans,  I  am  actuated  only  by  a  desire 
to  promote  the  public  good.  If  I  were  guided 
by  considerations  of  the  unfitness  manifested  by 
many  of  these  persons,  I  might  pause  in  the 
exhibition  of  these  resolutions;  but  I  have  look- 
ed to  the  operation  of  this  system  throughout 
all  the  departments  of  the  Government, 
have  witnessed  the  effect  which  has  been  pro- 
duced upon  the  institutions  of  the  country,  by 
the  practices  which  have  prevailed  for  the  last 
three  or  four  years;  and  I  am  convinced,  that  if 
Congress  do  not  act  upon  the  Constitution --or 
amend  it,  if  there  is  any  deficiency— it  is  im- 
possible that  this  Government  can  stand  long. 
Under  sentiments  of  this  kind,  I  submit  these 
resolutions,  and  if  gentlemen  think  proper, 
would  have  them  now  read,  ordered  to  be  prin- 
ed,  and  made  a  special  order  for  the  last  Mon- 
day in  this  month,  or  the  first  in  next. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read,  ordered  to 
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be  printed,  and  made  an  order  for  the  first 
Monday  in  April. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  if  proof  were  still  want- 
ing of  the  deranged  slate  of  affairs,  and 
of  the  necessity  of  applying  a  prompt  and  effi- 
cient remedy,  it  would  he  found  in  the  memo- 
rials which  were  now  coming  to  the  Senate 
from  all  quarters,  and  from  all  clisses  of  the 
community.  The  memorial  which  had  beer 
just  presented,  was  from  Lancaster,  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  was  sent  by  3,000  individuals  of 
the  farm  ng  interest.  It  was  known  to  every 
Senator  present,  that  Lancaster  was  one  of  the 
most  populous,  beautiful,  and  industrious  coun- 
ties of  the  United  States.  It  was  an  agricultu- 
ral community  ;  it  did  not  paitake  much  in  the 
large  mineral  occupations  of  the  rest  of  the 
State  ;  it  was  not  engaged  in  manufactures  to 
any  great  extent ;  and  it  had  no  external  com- 
merce. It  was  a  community  of  agriculturalists 
— of  farmers;  and  with  what  skill,  year  after 
year,  they  had  pursued  their  avocation,  al!  those 
who  pass  through  their  beautiful  valley  could 
readily  testify.  This  memorial  emanated  then 
from  the  agricultural  interest.  Not  from  stock- 
jobbers ;  not  from  public  agitators  ;  nor  from 
those  who  traded  upon  borrowed  capital.  The 
capital  t.f  these  men  was  their  freehold  ;  their 
track  w  ^s  their  Labor;  Was  it  possible  that  3,000 
of  these  farmers  had  put  their  names  to  this 
paper  from  party  motives  !  Was  tiiere  any 
thing  of  party  in  the  memorial?  Was  it,  not  cool, 
dispassionate,  respectful ;  but  yet  indicative  of 
a  determination  to  maintain  th^ir  rights  ?  When 
the  agricultural  interest  >poke,  its  voice  must 
be  heard.  Whoever  might  take  to  himself  the 
appellation,  the  real  lion  of  this  country  was 
tbe  age  cultural  interest.  It  was  not  easily 
roused  ;  it  loved  qui  t  and  repose  ;  it  desired 
nothing  but  good  government,  and  wholesome 
laws,  and  to  have  those  laws  properly  adminis- 
ered. 

When  the  laws  were  unwise,  or  were  admin- 
istered unwisely,  it  was  not  the  first  to  be  ex- 
cited, but  it  held  the  power,  the  ul  imaje  pow- 
er, of  decision?  and  when  this  lion  did  rouse 
himself,  every  thing  must  give  way.  In  the 
progress  of  such  evils  as  those  under  which 
they  wtre  now  suffering,  every  class  felt  the 
pressure  before  the  farmer;  he  was  above  gen- 
eral evil«;  he  was  slow  to  feel,  and  slow  to  be- 
lieve that  any  thing  could  go  amiss  in  a  country 
which  Providence  had  so  overwhelmed  with 
blessings;  hut  when  the  distress  did  reach  this 
class,  the  Government  must  yield,  or  it  would 
cease  to  be  a  popular  government.  The  pre- 
sent memorial  was  in  the  best  temper,  and 
couched  in  the  most  proper  terms,  but  at  the 
same  time  it  contained  matter  which  ought  to 
procure  for  it  the  highest  considerations. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  the  memorial  of 
313  citizens  of  the  town  of  Marietta  and  vicin- 
ity, in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania, 
complaining  of  great  pecuniary  embarrassment, 
and  praying  the  restoration  of  the  deposites; 
read,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
smd  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  rose  to  perform  a 


most  agreeable  duty;  it  was  to  present  to  the 
Senate,  by  the  request  of  the  parties  concern- 
ed, the  proceedings  of  a  public  meeting  of  the 
building  mechanics  of  Philadelphia.  These 
individuals  declared  to  the  Senate  their  opinion 
of  the  present  state  of  the  country;  the  efFect 
of  the  late  measures  upon  the  business  in  which 
they  were  engaged;  and  their  prospects  for 
the  future,  unless  some  change  were  effected. 
He  hdd  been  told,  upon  good  authority,  that 
this  meeting  was  composed  of  3,000  individuals, 
including  carpenters,  masons,  plasterers,  bell- 
hangers,  lumber-dealers  and  lime-burners,  all 
of  whom  were  concerned  in  the  building  of 
warehouses,  and  other  establishments  in  Phil- 
adelphia. He  was  proud  to  say,  that  such  a 
portion  of  the  community  as  this,  was  rot  like- 
ly to  be  thought  capable  of  acting  under  any 
improper  influence. 

They  had  made  him  the  organ  of  their  senti- 
m  nts,  because  they  knew  his  feelings  concur- 
red with  their  own.  But  these  men  had  not 
trusted  their  communication  to  the  ordinary 
means  of  conveyance;  they  had  not  suffered  it  to 
be  transmitted  in  the  usual  manner;  they  were 
not  contented  with  declaring  their  sufferings 
and  wishes  upon  paper;  they  had  accompanied 
their  document  with  the  presence  of  a  commit- 
tee; thirty  of  these  men  were  now  within  the 
walls  of  the  Capitol;  they  came  there  to  lay 
their  case  before  Congress.  He  wished  the 
Senate  could  see  these  men;  could  hear  their 
own  account  of  the  effect  which  had  been  pro- 
duced upon  their  various  occupations  by  the 
late  measures  of  the  Executive;  could  witness 
the  intelligence  with  which  they  spoke  of  the 
present  state  of  themselves,  their  families,  and 
their  neighbors.  The  Senate  had  been  a  long 
time  in  session,  and  nothing  had  yet  been  done. 
The  sounds  of  distress  had  been  reiterated  and 
reverberated,  till  they  seemed  to  have  lost  their 
effect;  it  was  the  solemn  duty  of  Senators  to 
look  at  facts;  al  hough  they  might  shut  their 
eyes  upon  the  country,  the  country  would  not 
shut  its  eyes  upon  them.  Did  they  want  facts^ 
They  we-e  presented  by  the  memorial.  The 
individuals  from  whom  it  came,  did  not  join  an 
unfounded  cry  of  distress,  pressure,and  scarcity 
of  money;  they  gave  the  Senate  facts.  [Mr. 
Webster  here  read  an  extract  from  the  memo- 
rial, stating  that  from  7  to  8,000  persons  were 
employed  in  the  business  of  building  in  Phila- 
delphia; that  the  number  of  houses  built  annu- 
ally, was  about  12,000 — each  house  costing  on 
an  average  about  $2,000;  and  this  business 
puts  into  operation  a  capital  of  about  two  mill- 
ions four  hundred  thousand  dollars.] 

This  capital,  continued  Mr.  W.  gsve  employ- 
ment to  S, 000  persons;  a  number  of  men  suffi- 
cient of  itself  to  make  a  very  respectable  town: 
they  told  the  Senate  that  their  business  would 
fall  off  no  less  than  seventy-five  per  cent,  in 
consequence  of  the  derangement  which  had  ta- 
ken place  in  the  affairs  of  the  country;  three 
fourths  of  their  business  was  cutoff — at  '•one 
feel  swoop" — by  one  single  measure — so  great 
a  portion,  of  so  great  a  city,  were  deprived  of 
three-fourths  of  their  means  of  maintaining  them- 
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selves  and  their  families.  Was  this  a  political 
matter?  was  it  apolitical  or  party  motive  that 
brought  these  men,  by  hundreds  to  the  doors  of 
the  Senate?  Hear  how  they  spoke,  in  plain 
language  of  another  subject,  which  seemed  to 
have  paralyzed  wiser  heads  than  theirs.  They 
told  the  Sena'e  that  many  of  their  young  begin- 
ners bought  land  and  built  a  house  upon  it, 
thinking  to  be  able  to  borrow  money  so  as  to 
complete  it,  not,  however,  being  now  able  to 
procure  the  necessary  funds,  they  were  obliged 
to  sell  the  property  for  as  much  as  it  could 
bring.  Thus,  these  young  beginners  were  ru- 
ined. These  persons  conducted  their  business 
partly  on  capital,  and  partly  on  credit,  and  had 
experienced  the  benefit  of  that  system  which 
had  been  so  suddenly  deranged.  There  were 
the  people  who  were  "treading  upon  borrowed 
capital"  and  "who  ought  to  break."  How  long, 
said  Mr.  W.,will  it  De  before  the  real  condition 
of  the  country,  the  real  effects  of  the  late  mea- 
sure, would  be  understood  and  felt  by  Congress 
How  long  before  the  individuals  in  every  de- 
partment of  the  Goverment  who  had  power 
would  set  themselves  to  work — not  to  justify 
the  act  of  the  Executive — but  to  see  what  could 
be  done  in  the  way  of  relief  and  reparation? — 
He  wished  to  see  Congress  proposing  measures 
of  relief.  If  the  same  attention,  the  same  hours, 
and  days  and  weeks  of  study,  which  had  been 
devoted  to  making  out  a  defence  for  the  credit 
of  the  Executive,  had  been  devoted  to  an  inqui- 
ry  into  the  real  operation  of  the  recent  mea- 
sure, and  to' the  discovery  of  a  remedy,  they 
would  have  found  long  ago  the  full  extent  of  the 
mischief,  and  would  have  been  able  to  apply  the 
appropriate  means  of  relief. 

He  should  move  that  the  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  meeting  in  Philadelphia  be  read 
and  take  the  usual  reference;  but  as  one  of  the 
resolutions  referred  to  the  government  of  Penn- 
sylvania, be  would  make  a  few  remarks  upon 
that  subject.  The  resolutions  were  passed  on 
the  24th  February,  and  one  of  them  expressed 
a  hope  that  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  accordance  with  his  previously"  ex- 
pressed opinions,  would  give  the  support  of  his 
name  to  the  exertions  n:;w  making  for  a  restor- 
ation of  the  deposits  and  a  re-charter  of  the 
bank.  He  (Mr.  W.)  need  not  say  that  the 
hopes  of  these  persons  had  been  disappointed; 
they  felt  as  a  great  misfortune  the  couduct  of 
the  Governor:  he  (Mr.  W.)  agreed  with  them 
that  it  was  a  subject  of  regret.  Like  the  other 
persons  in  whose  cause  he  had  just  spoken,  the 
passers  of  these  resolutions  were  interested  in 
the  great  public  works  of  Pennsylvania, although 
not  so  directly  as  the  citizens  of  Lancaster,  for 
the  grtat  Western  rail-road  was  to  penetrate 
their  country  from  one  end  to  the  other)  and 
this  great  enterprise  had  come  to  a  stand 
still.  Much  as  he  regretted  this  movement  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  of  Pennsylvania,  he 
saw  nothing  in  it  which  should  alter  his  conduct, 
or  that  of  those  who  thought  with  him.  He 
looked  upon  the  recent  procedure  of  the  Go- 
vernor rather  in  grief  than  in  anger,  inasmuch 
is  it  would  only  have  the  effect  of  prolonging 


public  distress  by  postponing  the  only  adequate 
and  efficient  remedy.  If  that  great  Magistrate 
or  any  other  great  magistrate,  thought  the  pres- 
ent agitation  was  an  agitation  of  opinion,  and 
that  it  could  be  hushed  by  the  mandate  of  autho- 
rity, he  was  shockingly  mistaken.  The  present 
wa3  an  agitation  of  interest,  not  of  party,  or  of 
poliiical  opinion.  He  (Mr.  W.)  trusted  that  the 
people  would  feel  that  the  Govarnment  was  made 
by  them  and  for  them;  and,  however  much  they 
might  differ  in  smaller  matters,  he  hoped  they 
would  never  differ  in  opinion  as  to  the  necessity 
of  a  sound  currency.  The  effects  of  the  late  mea- 
sure— (he  interference  which  had  taken  place 
with  the  currency  of  the  country — had  produced 
a  state  of  things  which  followed  men  every  where 
— to  the  breakfast,  the  diimer,  and  the  tea  table. 
Every  hour,  and  every  moment,  a  man  had  a 
feeling  about  him  that  he  was  not  going  on  so 
prosperously  as  formerly — that  his  affairs  were 
not  in  so  flourishing  a  condition  as  they  were  a 
few  months  back;  he  felt,  too,  that  political  mis- 
management was  the  cause  of  this  feeling  of  all 
teration  in  his  condition,  which  followed  him  ev- 
ery where  by  day,  and  mingled  in  his  droams  at 
night.     No  people  could  stand  this. 

If,  however,  a  disordered  currency,  with  its 
attendant  train  of  evils — a  distraction  of  the  mar- 
ket for  labor,  a  depreciation  in  every  article  of 
trade  and  commerce,  did  not  produce  a  feeling 
above  mere  party  and  political  origin,  one  great 
thing  was  proved,  viz:  that  the  Government  wai 
made  for  those  who  administered  it,  and  not  for 
those  who  created  and  maintained  it.  The  docu- 
ment was  then  read  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

Mr.  BIBB  gave  notice  that  he  should, on  Mon- 
day, ask  leave  to  introduce  a  proposition  to 
print  toe  debates  of  the  first  Congress  on  the 
power  of  the  President  to  remove  officers  of  the 
Government. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  resolutions  on  the  table  were  severally 
adopted. 

The  following  bills  were  read  the  tlird  time 
and  passed. 

Thebillfor  the  relief  of  Philip  Hickey; 

Tiie  bill  for    the  relief  of  Peter  Mills; 

The  bill  to  revive  the  act  of  1830,  granting 
pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on  the  public 
lands; 

The  bill  to  procure  a  bust  of  Chief  Justice 
Elsworth; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  La  Fountains 
and  sons; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Kirkpatrick; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Anna  Howard  Pen- 
rose— and 

The  bill  to  change  thetime  of  commencing 
the  Circuit  and  District  Courts  in  Delaware; 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  second  time, 
considered,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  timej 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Richard- 
son; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Morton? 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal 
representatives  of  Moses  Shepard; 
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The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  A.  Thomp 
son,  and  John  Thompson; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Hazeltine 
and  William  Palmer; 

The  bill  authorizing  the  Exeauttves  of  the 
States  to  transmit  documents  by  mail  free  of 
postage — and 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  of  $300,- 
000  for  the  construction  of  part  of  the  Wash- 
ington and  Baltimore  rail  road,  within  the 
District; 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY,  it  was  ordered, 
that  when  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to 
meet  on  Monday; 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  12  o'clock. 
;'  Mr.  McKENNON  from  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  the  Fire  Insurance  Company  of 
Georgetown,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  char- 
tet  of  said  Company;  which  wa^  twice  read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  Thomas  Chapman  and  others,  which 
was  twice  rend  and  committed. 

Mr.  JOHN  ADAMS,  from  the  Commttee  on 
invalid  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Broch  Blaisdell,  which  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  GILMER  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
lay  on  the  tahlis  an  amendment,  which  he  pro- 
posed to  move  to  the  Rev  luti  >nry  Commuta 
tion  Pension  Bill;  and  which  was,  on  his  mo- 
tion ,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McKIM,from  theJCommittee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  an  unfavorable  repo  tedupo  i  the 
petitions  of  Paul  Pearson  and  Gsorge  Jones. 

Mr.  E.  WHlTTLESEY.from  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  made  unfavorable  reports  on  the  pe- 
titions of  Win.  Caton,  B?nj.  Waterman,  It.  C. 
Langdon,  and  of  Sarah  Griffith,the  executrix  of 
Elizabeth  Thompson,which  were  severalty  read 
and  laid  on  the  table- 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG, 
The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States, 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  P.  WHITE, 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
case  of  Henry  Eckford,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  C.  P.  WHITE  presented  documents  in 
relation  to  the  equaliz  ition  of  th^  p  »y  of  the  ar- 
my and  navy,  which  documents  were  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House — to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  upon  the  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHINN, 

The  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  J.  Wilson,  and  Ann 
C.  WUson,  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  CHILTON, 

The  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  William  Bilsland,  and  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKINLEY, 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
case  of  B.  Brown ,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LOYALL, 

Resolved,  Tnat  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  be  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  case  of  G.  Y.  Bver,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEA,  of  Ten. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions, 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  cases  of  William  Rissell  and  Jedediah 
Hunt,  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  me- 
morials from  merchants  of  the  city  of  N.  York, 
and  of  Salem,  Massachusetts,  praying  for  the 
establishment  of  a  ware  housing  system,  and 
for  other  modifications  of  the  revenue  laws, 
made  a  repurt,  accompanied  by  a  bill,  to  author- 
ize merchandize  to  be  deposited  in  the  public 
stores,  and  for  other  purposes  ;  which  bill  was 
tw:ce  read,  and  committed  to  the  Commttee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  THOMSON,  of  Ohio,  by  leave,  moved 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  granting  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  a  quan- 
tity of  unsold,  unappropriated  public  lands, 
with.n  the  same,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  said 
State  in  the  construction  of  a  Canal,  to  connect 
the  Ohio  Canal  with  the  Pennsylvania  Canal, 
by  way  of  what  is  called  the  Sandy  and  Beaver 
route. 

Mr.  CLAY  wished  the  gentleman  to  modify 
it,  so  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Land;. 

Mr.  MERCER  said  he  should  oppose  that 
course. 

Mr.  THOMSON  refusing  to  modify — 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  MERCER  said  that  a  bill  of  the  charac- 
ter sought  lor  by  the  resolution,  belonged, 
properly,  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean', 
since  it  was  immaterial  whether  the  grant  was 
in  money  or  land. 

Mr.jj WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  said  he  had 
voted  to  lay  the  resoluiion  on  the  table,  not 
because  he  was  opposed  to  the  general  object 
sought  for  by  the  resolution,  but  because  he 
had  strong  objections  to,  its  phraseology.  The 
resolution  recurred  to  set  out  with  taking  it  for 
granted  that  the  particular  route  therein  mark- 
ed out,  was  the  proper  one  to  connect  the  two 
canals  referred  to.  He  thought  the  first  inqui- 
ry for  the  committee,  should  be  whether  a  canal 
could  be  constructed  in  the  place  designated. 
The  plan  had  been  examined  by  competent 
persons,  and  two  routes  had  been  prqposed, 
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and  the  first  duty  should  be  ail  investigation 
as  to  which  should  be  preferred.  It  had  en- 
gaged the  attention  not  only  of  the  people  of 
Pittsburg  and  the  western  part  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  of  the  adjacent  portion  of  Ohio,  but  it 
had  excited  a  very  deep  interest  throughout 
the  whole  State  of  Pennsylvania.  In  evidence 
of  which,  it  was  sufficient  to  state,  that  a  con- 
vention had  been  held  the  previous  autumn,  at 
which  a  respectable  delegation  were  present, 
both  from  Pittsburg  and  Philadelphia,  as  well 
as  delegates  from  along  the  whole  line  of  boft 
routes  proposed.  A  committee  of  this  body 
had  been  appointed  to  examine  both  lines; 
they  consisted  of  very  intelligent  gentlemen, 
and  had  discharged  their  duty  in  an  impartial 
manner,  with  an  eye  single  to  the  public  good 
of  both  States.  This  committee  unanimously 
concurred  in  the  opinion,  that  the  northern- 
most of  the  two  routes  was  the  best,  and,  in 
rejecting  that  mentioned  in  the  resolution. 
This  decision  corresponded  wih  that  which 
had  previously  been  given  by  Engineers  of 
the  United  States,  who  had  examined  the 
ground.  Yet,  under  these  c  rcumstances, 
his  colleague  came  forward  and  asked  that  a 
committee  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  grant- 
ing land  for  this  particular  route.  Mr.  W. 
thought  the  committee  should  go  into  no  such 
inquiry,  but  should  be  directed  to  inquire 
which  of  the  routes  ought  to  be  adopted,  and 
to  report  the  result  of  their  inquiry,  to  guide 
the  House  in  any  appropriations  it  might  think 
fit  to  make.  He  did  not  wish  to  prejudice  the 
House  in  favor  of  either  route.  It  was  true 
that  a  company  had  been  incorporated  by  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio,  to  construct  a  canal 
in  the  route  designated  by  the  resolution, 
and  that  company  had  applied  to  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  for  a  grant  of  land 
in  ;.id  of  the  design:  but  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania  had  refused  the  g'  ant,  and  had 
granted  land  for  the  other,  or  northern  route, 
as  preferable. 

One  r-  port  had  been  obtained  from  an  en- 
gineer privately  employed  by  the  persons  im- 
mediately interested,  which  declared  that  there 
was  enough  water  for  the  canal;  but  he  deriv- 
ed his  information  from  another.  Whereas  the 
Committee  which  had  examined  this  route,  as 
well  as  the  other,  had  reported  directly  the 
contrary.  Mr.  W.  again  disclaimed  any  inten- 
tion to  oppose  the  resolution,  provided  it  should 
be  so  modified  as  to  take  a  generaf  form. 

Mr.  STEWART  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution, by  striking  out  so  much  of  it  as  proposed 
to  give  the  land  to  the  State  of  Ohio;  and  also 
so  much  as  designated  the  particular  route  of 
the  canal.  Mr.  S.  adverted  to  the  importance 
of  connecting  the  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  canals; 
and  said  that  this  canal  would  have  an  addition- 
al importance  from  lying  on  the  very  route  of 
the  great  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Canal;  and,  when 
constructed,  would  constitute  in  fact  an  exten- 
sion of  that  great  work.  A  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  canal,  perhaps  over  one  half  of  it, 
lay  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  why  then 
should   the  land,   if   granted,    all    go   to  the 


(State  of  Ohio?  Pennsylvania  had  an  equal  inter- 
est in  its  completion.  Let  it  go  to  the  work 
itself,  and  not  to  either  State.  As  to  the  refer- 
ence of  the  resolution,  its  object  was  to  make 
a  canal,  and  whether  this  was  to  be  effected  by 
a  grant  of  land,  or  in  any  other  way  j' the  inqui- 
ry was  appropriate  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals. 

Mr.  MASON",  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment,  by  striking  out  all  appropria- 
tion of  land,  so  as  to  have  the  inquiry  merely 
into  the  propriety  of  granting  aid. 

The  CHAIR  pronounced  this  out  of  order, 
as  it  would  not  cohere  with  the  other  amend- 
ment, which  the  rules  required  that  it  should 
do  in  order  to  be  received. 

Mr.  THOMSON  said,  that,  if  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania should  prevail,  he  (Mr.  T.  )  should  be 
obliged  to  rote  against  his  own  resolution.  He 
was  surprised  at  the  opposition  which  had  pro- 
ceeded from  his  calleague.  That  gentleman 
had  always,  like  himself,  been  a  friend  to  works 
of  internal  improvement;  and  he  believed  him, 
too,  to  be  in  favor  of  the  main  object  of  the  re- 
solution he  had  now  offered;  they  only  differ- 
ed as  to  the  route  to  be  followed.  He  consid- 
ered it  rather  irrelevant,  on  a  mere  proposal  for 
inquiry,  to  go  into  statements  as  to  the  relative 
merits  of  different  routes;  this  was  a  matter  for 
the  Committee.  6ut,as  the  gentleman  had  done 
so,  he  thought  it  proper  to  state  that  the  route 
in  which  his  colleague  seemed  so  much  inter- 
ested, was  from  60  to  70  miles  longer  than  that 
described  in  the  resolution.  Mr.  r.  was  in  fa- 
vor of  a  short  cut.  The  State  of  Ohio  had  in- 
corporated a  company  for  such  a  canal.  He 
had  asked  aid  to  what  would  be  the  shortest 
and  best  route  for  this  improvement.  He  did  not 
propose  that  the  land  should  be  given  to  a  com- 
pany, but  to  the  State  of  Ohio;  if  it  was  given, 
the  State  would  sell  the  land,  :ind  apply  the 
proceeds  to  the  purchase  of  stock  in  the  ca- 
nal. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  and  Mr.  STEWART 
rejoined;  and  there  was  some  discussion  as  ;<> 
the  length  of  the  contemplated  canal,  and  whit 
proportion  of  it  would  lie  in  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  THOMSON  finally  accepted  the  amend- 
ment proposed,  as  a  modification  of  his  resolu- 
tion. A 

Mr.  FULLER,  of  New  York,  observed,  that 
that  State  also  contemplated  the  construction  of 
a  new  canal:  and  if  the  public  lands  in  Ohio 
were  to  be  given  in  aid  of  the  work  mentioned 
in  the  resolution,  he  saw  no  reason  why  it  might 
not  with  equal  propriety  be  bestowed  also  in 
aid  of  that  in  his  own  State,  which  unfortu- 
nately contained  no  public  lands.  He  refer- 
red to  a  contemplated  canal  from  Rochester  to 
Olean. 

With  a  view  to  bring  up  the  question,  he 
would  move  an  amendment,  so  as  tu  include 
that  canal.  Mr.  F.  explained  the  route  fortius 
canal,  and  contended,  that  as  it  terminated  in 
the  Alleghany  river  above  Pittsburg,  the  same 
general  object  to  be  effected  by  the  canal,  in 
the   resolution,   would  be  almost  in  the  same 
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degree  promoted  by  the  Rochester  and  Olean 
canal.  It  was  very  important  to  the  State  of 
New  York,  and  no  less  to  all  the  interests  which 
lay  below  its  mouth,  in  the  Alleghany  and 
Ohio. 

Mr.  STEWART  suggested  that  it  would  be 
better  to  put  this  canal  into  a  separate  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  FULLER  said,  he  thought  not;  he  liked 
to  be  in  good  company. 

[The  hour  devoted  to  moraing  business  having 
expired,  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion was  postponed,  and  the  House  proceeded 
to  the  orders  of  the  day  ] 

Mr.  POLK  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  State  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of 
taken  up  sundry  appropriation  bills.   To  which 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  objecting, 

Mr.  POLK  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  tor 
that  purpose. 

It  was  decided  in  the  negative — Ayes  74;  noes 
49,  (not  two  thirds.) 

The  House  then  proceeded  with  the 
PRIVATE  BILLS. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  severally 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  act  granting  pensions  to  certain  persons 
therein  named. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Oakes; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Franchise  Suzone; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Sewall  and 
Robert'Sewall; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  L.  Cocke- 
rillej 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Marsh; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  C.  Naylor; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Enos; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Judith  Thomas  and 
Daniel  Palmer; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Kington? 

An  act  to  au'horizs  the  issuing  a  Register  to 
the  brig  American  of  Savannah; 

An  act  for  ihe  reliel  of  Nicholas  D.  Cole 
man; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Kitchens; 

The  bHl  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Decatur  was, 
by  consent,  laid  aside  for  the  present; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Kilbourne,  a 
Canadian  spy.came  up,  and  a  very  animated  de- 
bate ensued  upon  it. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  opposed  the  bill.  This 
was  not  a  case  which  ought  to  be  brought  with- 
in the  rule  granting  relief  for  those  engaged  in 
the  revolutionary  war.  He  had  no  objection  to 
reward,  and  that  liberally,  all  acts  of  service,and 
even  compensation  for  suffering  and  loss,  but 
he  believed  it  to  be  establishing  anew  princi- 
ple to  make  good  confiscated  real  properly. — 
He  had  not  yet  heard  any  explanation  of  the 
facts  upon  which  the  committee  grounded  the 
recommendation  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  THOMSON,  of  Ohio,  called  for  the 
reading  of  the  reports,  which  having  been  read 
by  the  clerk, 

Mr.  T.  said,  he  had  not  contemplated  any 
opposition  to  this  bill,  since  in  his  view  there 
never  bad  been  a  case  presenting  warmer  claims 


to  the  consideration  of  the  House.  He  thought 
the  honorable  gentleman's  (Mr.  Gkenn  ell's) 
principle  somewhat  too  narrow,  and  for  himself 
he  could  draw  no  distinction  between  real  and 
personal  property.  Congress  had  heretofore 
bestowed  gratuities  in  similar  cases,  and  the 
principle  of  rewarding  such  persons  had  been 
admitted  by  all  nations.  Mr.  T.  entered  into 
a  statement  showing  there  had  been  cases  in 
♦his  country,  within  the  scope  of  which  the 
above  fell,  and  after  a  brief  enumeration  of  the 
losses  of  Kilbourne,  he  concluded  by  trusting  the 
House  would  sanctr;n  the  passage  of  this  bill 
for  his  relief.  * 

Mr.  WARDWELL  followed  on  the  same 
side,  and  briefly  recapulated  the  facts  as  detail- 
ed in  the  communications  embodied  in  the  report 
accompanying  the  bill.  This  man  had  sacrificed 
his  all  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
his  life  placed  in  jeopardy.  Through  his  mean9 
an  army  of  ten  or  twelve  thousand  men  had  been 
saved  from  imminent  peril,  if  not  from  destruc- 
tion. Again,  the  claim  presented  itself,  in  part, 
in  the  nature  of  a  contract,  since  Kilbourne  had 
been  promised  indemnification  for  any  loss  he 
might  sustain.  No  similar  case  had  ever  been 
brought  before  Congress,  and  probably  never 
would  again.  Mr.  W.  said  every  pains  had  been 
taken,  both  by  himself  and  others,  to  make  a  ri- 
gid investigation  into  the  facts  stated,  and  they 
rested  on  evidence  considered  conclusive. 

Mr.  CHILTON  opposed  the  bill  in  an  anima- 
ted speech.  All  that  he  had  heard  from  the  advo- 
cates of  the  bill,  so  far  from  satisfying  him,  only 
made  him  stronger  against  it.  The  principle  on 
which  the  bill  was  grounded  ought  never  to  be 
recognized.  Here  was  a  man  voluntarily  living 
under  another  government,  enjoying  all  the  pro- 
tection of  its  laws,  and  the  advantages  of  its 
institutions,  engaged  in  subverting  the  very  li- 
berties of  the  country  In  which  he  was  living. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  detested  treachery,  and  whether 
the  usage  of  nations  had  sanctioned  these  prin- 
ciples of  espionage  or  not,  he  for  one,  would  ever 
raise  his  voice  against  its  recognition  in  this 
country.  If  the  man  had  left  Canada,  had  aban- 
doned his  country,  and  come  over  to  the  United 
States,  he  would  not  have  objected  to  indemnifi- 
cation;, but  the  circumstances  of  this  case  placed 
him  beyond  the  claim  of  any  bounty.  Besides, 
he  had  already  received  as  much  as  he  was  en- 
titled to.  Mr.  C.  put  a  converse  case,  and  ask- 
ed what  would  Congress  think  of  one  of  our  own 
citizens  so  acting,  or  of  the  Government  who  re- 
warded it.  If,  said  Mr.  O,  we  purchase  treach- 
ery, we  must  justify  it.  He  trusted  Congress 
would  never  sanction  a  principle  so  revolting. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  then 
postponed  till  Friday  next. 

Mr.  THOMAS  then  moved  that  when  the 
House  adjourned  it  should  adjourn  to  meet  on 
Monday. 

Mr.  WHITTESLEY,  of  Ohio  objected,  but 
the  motion,  after  some  discussion  prevailed — 
Ayes  129 — Noes  49. 

Sundry  bills  from  the  Senate  of  a  private  na- 
ture, were  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  various  committees. 
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Mr.  POLK  gave  notice,  that  he  should  on 
Monday  next,  move  to  take  up  some  of  the  ap- 
propriation bills. 

Mr.  MERCER  gave  a  similar  notice  for  Tues- 
day for  the  Potomac  Bridge  bill. 

The  House  then  adjourned  till  Monday. 


SENATE. 
Moitdat,  March  10,  1834. 
REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 
Mr.  JBILSBEE  said  he  wished   to  present  to 
the  Senate,  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  removal 
of  the  public  money  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,   which  had  passed  in  both  branches  by 
large  majorities,  and  which  expressed  the  opinion 
of  men  at  Boston,  from  every  part  of  the  com- 
monwealth.    The   resolutions  complain  of  the 
existence  of  a  distressing  scarcity  of  money,  and 
represent  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  as  the 
principal,  if  not  the  only  cause.     By  one  of  the 
resolutions  the  representatives  of  the  State  were 
instructed  to   use  their  influence  to  restore  the 
deposites  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  continue  to  the  people  the  benefits  of  a  nation- 
al bank,  by  the  recharter  of  the  present  one,  or 
in  some  other  way.     No  one  who  had  his  ears 
open  to  hear,  or   his   eyes  to  see,  could    doubt 
that  there  was  a  pressure,  which  must  and  would 
extend  to  all  parts  of  the  country ;  yet  Mr.  S. 
had  understood  that  there  were  some  who  went 
so  far  as  not  only  to  doubt,   but  deny,  the  exist 
ence  of  such  a  pressure.     In  the  city  of  Boston, 
there  was  as  much  of  circulating  capital,  as  in 
any  town  in  the  Union  ;  yet  even  there  was  such 
distress  in  the  money  market  as  was  never  be- 
fore known.     Merchandize  could  not  be  sold  ; 
it  was  almost  impossible  to  dispose  of  it  on  cre- 
dit ,  cash  was  out  of  the  question  ;  and  very  few 
were  disposed  to  buy  on  time.     A  gentleman  in 
one  of  the  eastern  cities,  who  was  in  the  habit 
of  making   large  purchases,   was  asked  if   he 
would  purchase  a  large  cargo  of  goods  for  cash; 
and  he  replied  that  he  considered  the  proposal 
as  the  greatest  compliment  which  he   had  ever 
received  in  his  life. 

It  was  well  known  that  the  manufacturing 
establishments  in  that  part  of  the  country,  were 
stopping  their  operations ;  they  could  not  go  on 
because  they  could  not  realize  enough  to  pay 
their  hands.  Mr.  S .  had  seen  it  asserted  that 
these  establishments  had  been  hired  by  the  bank, 
to  stop  their  operations;  and  he  could  only  say, 
he  wished  there  was  no  other  cause  for  their 
stopping,  than  their  having  been  hired  to  do  so, 
by  the  bank.  But  they  were  stopping,  and  must 
stop,  whether  or  not  they  were  hired  by  the 
bank. 

He  had  never  known  the  time  before,  when 
the  commission  merchants  were  not  willing,  not 
only  to  sell,  but  to  make  advances  on  their  con- 
signments. But  now  they  were  not  willing.  A 
gentleman  in  this  city  had  told  him,  who  was  in 
the  habit  of  sending  flour  to  Boston,  that  he  had 
drawn  in  advance  a  quarter  part  of  the  value  of 
a  quantity  of  flour  which  he  had  sent  on,  and  he 
had  since  been  informed,  that  if  he  could  not 
find  the  means  (p  furnish  the  ajnount  of  money 


advanced,   the  flour  must  be  sold  at  whatever 
sacrifice. 

A  case  was  communicated  to  him  a  few  days 
ao-o,  of  a  vessel  that  arrived  at  a  port  in  Massa- 
chusetts, with  a  cargo  of  lumber,  valued  at  ,$2500, 
of  which  the  feright  was  $500 ;  $250  had  been 
advanced  upon  it ;  but  the  purchaser  was  obliged 
to  say  to  the  captain,  there's  your  cargo,  worth 
$2500 ;  I  have  paid  one  half  the  freight ;  you  may 
go  and  sell  it  where  you  can.  Those  who  had 
tolerable  credit,  were  unwilling  to  ask  for  ac- 
commodation ;  there  was  a  total  prostration  of 
business.  He  doubted  whether  the  property  of 
any  man  would  now  be  estimated  at  more  than 
20  or  25  per  cent,  less  than  it  would  have  been 
four  or  five  months  ago. 

Six  months  ago  interest  on  money,  at  the 
most,  was  5$  per  cent,  per  annum ;  now  it  was 
at  2,  3,  and  even  5  per  cent,  a  month  ;  and  he 
knew  of  a  gentleman  who  had  paid  1  per  cent, 
for  2  days,  making  15  per  cent,  a  month.  This 
was  without  a  parallel.  Mr.  S.  had  been  much 
engaged  in  commercial  concerns  during  the 
whole  of  his  life ;  and  he  had  never  known  and 
such  change  as  the  recent  one,  or  one  that  would 
bear  any  comparison  with  it.  A  sound  and  use- 
ful paper  currency,  and  his  life  would  not  be 
long  enough  to  see  any  other,  could  not  be  sus- 
tained without  public  confidence,  and  this  had 
been  destroyed  by  the  late  Executive  act.  But 
the  resolutions  would  speak  better  for  them- 
selves, than  he  could  do  for  them, — and  he  mov- 
ed that  they  should  be  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read. 
Mr.  WEBSTER  next  addressed  the  Senate: 
My  colleague,  said  he,  has  left  me  little  to  say 
on  the  present  occasion.  In  all  his  observations 
I  heartily  concur,  and  cheerfully  unite  with  him 
in  laving  these  opinions  of  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts  before  the  Senate,  and  in  asking 
for  them  due  consideration. 

No  doubt  can  be  entertained,  that  the  senti- 
ments of  these  resolutions  are  the  sentiments  of 
the  people  of  Massachusetts.  There  is  not  a 
county,  or  district,  and  perhaps,  hardly  a  town- 
ship or  parish,  in  the  whole  State,  in  which  the 
removal  of  the  deposites  is  not  either  severely  re» 
probated,  or  deeply  deplored.  We  should  not 
be  true  representatives  of  Massachusetts,  sir,  if, 
on  this  subject,  we  did  not  hold  language,  une- 
quivocally clear,  and  decidedly  strong.  Wo 
should  not  be  true  representatives,  if  we  did  not 
say,  that  she  has  no  particle  of  doubt  that  the 
distresses  of  the  country  are  to  be  attributed  to 
the  conduct  of  the  Executive  toward  the  bank. 
The  State  expects  us,  in  the  name  of  her  suffer- 
ing citizens,  to  call  on  Congress  for  relief  and 
redress.  She  expects  us,  in  her  name,  to  de- 
clare that  her  course  of  prosperity  is  arrested,  her 
great  interests  all  deeply  injured,  and  misfor- 
tune and  distress  brought  upon  her  people.  ^She 
expects  us  to  say,  that,  as  one  of  the  States,  she 
looks  to  Congress  to  protect  the  currency  of  the 
country,  to  guard  the  public  treasures  by  law, 
and  to  interfere,  by  its  own  power,  efficiently 
and  promptly,  to  rescue  that  currency  from  de- 
rangement and  depreciation,  and  to  restore  those 
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treasures  to  a  safe  and  legal  custody.  She  ex- 
pects us  to  call  your  attention  to  her  commerce, 
cramped  and  obstructed;  to  her  manufactures, 
suffering  the  severest  distress,  and  to.the  pres- 
sure, felt  by  individuals  in  every  class  of  her  com- 
punity,  from  loss  of  confidence,  loss  of  security, 
and  loss  of  employment. 

Mr.  President,in  one  of  the  resolutions  which 
have  been  read,  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts 
has  signified  its  opinion,  as  to  the  appropriate 
remedy  for  existing  difficulties:  and  I  think,  the 
time  has  now  come  to  submit  a  measure,  propos- 
ing such  remedy,  to  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress and  the  country. 

It  is  now  several  weeks,  sir,  since  I  pledged 
myself  here  to  propose  the  renewal  of  the  charter 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  with  more  or 
less  modification,  and  for  a  longer  or  shorter 
period,  if  no  other  measure  promising  to  afford 
relief  should  be  brought  forward.  It  is  now 
nearly  three  months  since  the  existence  of  a  ge- 
neral and  very  uncommon  pressure  in  the  coun- 
try was  alleged;  and  though  the  truth  of  this 
statement  was  then  denied  or  doubted,  yet,  for 
the  last  month,  the  evidence  has  been  too  strong 
io  be  longer  resisted,  and  no  man  now  stands 
up  here  to  say  that  the  country  is  not  in  an  a- 
larming  condition.  No  man  will  doubt  that 
things  must  change  of  themselves,  or  be  changed 
by  our  legislation. 

I  cannot  but  suppose,  Mr.  President,  that  the 
Executive  Government  sees  and  laments  the  dis- 
tress of  the  country,  but  still  it  has  nothing  to  re- 
commend to  us.  It  lives  in  the  hope  that  affairs 
will  change  for  the  better  of  themselves,  under 
the  operation  of  the  existing  experiment.  It  is 
fair  and  just,  I  presume,  to  consider  the  purpo- 
ses of  the  administration,  as  made  known  by  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in 
the  House  ef  Representatives.  That  report  may 
no  doubt  be  received  as  an  authentic  declaration, 
that  the  administration  proposes  no  change  in  its 
measures.  Its  language  is,  that  the  deposites 
ought  not  to  be  restored,  and  that  the  bank  ought 
not  to  be  rechartered.  As  the  administration, 
therefore,  has  nothing  to  recommend,  the  time 
has  come  to  redeem  my  pledge;  and  I  give  no- 
tice that  on  Monday  next,  by  direction  and  au- 
thority of  a  majority  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nace,  I  propose  to  bring  forward  a  measure  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  fully  aware,  of  the  great  re- 
sponsibility assumed  by  this  movement.  I  see 
all  the  difnulties  which  lie  in  the  way  of  success. 
But  with  me,  and  others  of  the  committee,  the 
sense  of  duty  does  not  allow  us  to  shrink  from 
an  encounter  with  these  difficulties,  formidable 
and  numerous  as  they  certainly  are. 

I  shall,  at  present,  sir,  say  but  little  of  the  par- 
ticular provisions  of  the  intended  measure,  but  I 
will  say,  that,  in  proposing  a  measure  to  meet 
the  exigencies  of  the  present  crisis,  regard  must 
be  had  not  only  to  the  state  of  the  currency,  and 
the  state  of  business  in  the  country,  but  to  the 
state  of  opinion  also. 

Two  objects,  therefore,  are  to  be  kept  in  view, 
in  deciding  on  the  nature  of  the  measure  which 
is  to  be  brought  forward. 


1.  It  must  be  prompt  and  efficient.  It  must 
be  such  as  will  bring  immediate  and  effectual  re- 
lief to  the  community;  and  I  know  no  such  mea- 
sure, except  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  and 
the  rechartering  of  the  bank  for  some  period.  We 
cannot  establish  a  new  bank,  to  come  in  exis- 
tence before  1836  ;  being  expressly  prohibited 
from  so  doing  by  the  charter  of  the  existing  bank. 
It  is  idle,  therefore,  to  hold  out  to  the  country  any 
hopes  of  relief  from  a  new  bank.  Yet  I  am  en- 
tirely willing  to  leave  open  the  question  of  a  new 
bank,  for  consideration  and  decision  hereafter. 
But,  at  present,  relief  from  any  such  quarter  is 
absolutely  impossible.  Nothing  remains,  then, 
but  either  to  endure  the  present  state  of  things, 
and  make  up  our  minds  to  stand  it  through,  or 
to  prolong  the  existence  of  the  present  bank.  No 
one  can  doubt,  that  a  restoration  of  the  deposites, 
and  the  rechartering  of  the  bank,  whether  for  a 
shorter  or  a  longer  period,  would  remove  the  dis- 
tresses of  all  classes,  and  bring  to  the  country 
immediate  and  effectual  relief.  And  a  new  bank 
being  out  of  the  question,  no  other  remedy  what- 
ever is  proposed  or  suggested.  The  restoration  of 
the  deposites,  therefore,  a  continuance  of  the 
bank  charter,  obviously  constitute  that  remedy, 
which  the  currency  and  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try now  demand.  These  two  things  will  afford 
relief,  at  once  efficient  and  prompt. 

2.  The  second  great  object  is,  to  propose  the 
measure  in  that  form  which  shall  be  most  likely 
to  unite  different  opinions.  With  this  view,  the 
measure  should  go  to  the  extreme  of  conciliation. 
It  should  be  such  as  the  country  will  say,  men 
of  different  opinions  ought  to  agree  to  without 
hesitation.  It  should  yield  every  thing,  which 
can  be  yielded,  with  safety  to  the  main  object. 
And  here,  two  modes  of  proceeding  present  them- 
selves. 

The  one  is,  to  propose  a  continuance  of  the 
charter  of  the  bank  for  a  short  period;  a  period 
no  longer  than  shall  enable  it  to  call  in  its  great 
amount  of  debt  without  injury  aud  distress,  to 
the  people  ;  and  to  continue  it,  for  this  short 
period,  with  no  essential  alteration,  except  that 
Congress  should  be  left  at  liberty  to  make  any 
other  bank,  if  it  should  see  fit  so  to  do,  after 
March,  1836:  thus  giving  Congress  and  the 
country  an  opportunity  to  reconsider,  deliber- 
ately, the  whole  subject  of  the  currency,  and 
the  general  propriety  of  a  bank,  and  to  establish 
a  new  bank,  should  it  so  think  best,  with  what- 
ever changes  and  modifications  its  wisdom  may 
dictate;  and  to  bring  the  new  bank,  should  one 
be  created,  into  existence,  while  the  present 
bank  shall  be  gradually  retiring;  thus  avoiding 
the  shock  which  would  always  attend  the  sud- 
den change  of  one  institution  for  another,  the 
fear  of  which  shock  may  be  supposed  to  give 
an  undue  preference  to  the  existing  institution. 
This  will  leave  the  question  between  the  old 
and  a  new  bank,  open  upon  fair  and  equal 
terms.  If  such  a  measure  as  is  here  suggested, 
should  be  proposed,  it  will  present  an  intelligi- 
ble and  simple  question  in  Congress,  and  to  the 
country:  "shall  the  charter  of  the  present  bank 
be  continued,  for  a  short  time,  until  Congress 
can  maturely  consider  and.  decide  on  some  more 
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permanent  measure,  and  leaving  them  at  full 
liberty  to  do  so,  or  shall  the  present  state  of 
things  continue?" 

The  other  mode  is,  to  introduce  the  measure 
in  a  more  permanent  form;  to  propose  a  rechar- 
ter  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  with  or  without 
an  augmentation  of  capital,  and  with  such  mod- 
ifications in  o  her  respects,  as  it  may  be  hoped 
will  be  satisfactory  to  the  community ,  looking 
to  the  great  objects  for  which  the  bank  is  to 
exist,  viz :  the  distribution  of  the  revenue,  air? 
the  regulation  of  the  currency.  The  selection 
must  necessarily  lie  between  these  modes  of 
proceeding.  There  is  no  other  alternative,  as 
it  appears  to  me. 

There  is  one  other  provision,  which  may 
wisely  be  incorporated  into  the  measure,  wheth- 
er its  form  be  the  temporary  or  the  more  per- 
manent one.  It  will  be  recollected,  that,  in 
the  bill  which  passed  both  Houses,  in  1832,  for 
continuing  the  bank  charter,  a  section  was  in- 
troduced which  authorized  Congress  to  restrain 
the  bank,  after  1836,  from  issuing  notes  of  a 
less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars.  This 
was  intended  as  the  commencement  of  measures 
for  extending,  in  a  considerable  degree,  the 
specie  circulation  of  the  country,  by  withdraw 
ing  small  notes.  The  general  idea  then  ex- 
pressed, being,  that  if  the  State  banks  would 
withdraw  all  notes  less  than  five  dollars,  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  ought  to  withdraw 
all  less  than  twenty;  thus  giving  to  our  circula- 
tion a  broad  ground-work  of  specie  in  the  first 
place;  then  an  exclusive  space  between  five 
dollars  and  twenty,  for  the  notes  of  local  banks, 
and  lastly,  a  common  field  for  State  banks  and 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  to  notes  and 
bills  of  all  denominations  of  or  above  twenty 
dollars.  This  object  I  think  of  great  import- 
ance, and  one  which  ought  to  be  kept  in  view 
in  all  our  legislat  on. 

When  we  consider  the  present  state  of  opi- 
nion within  the  walls  of  Congress,  and  with  the 
Chief  Executive  Magistrate,  it  is  evident,  that, 
whatever  measure  be  proposed,  it  must  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  people  in  a  more  direct  and  em- 
phatic manner,  than  is  usual  inordinary  cases. 
The  intelligence  of  the  country, and  the  distress 
of  the  country,  will,  without  doubt,  sufficient- 
ly attract  the  attention  of  the  people,  to  any 
measure  which  may  be  proposed;  and  their 
will  must  decide  its  fate. 

1  wish  now,  sir,  in  conclusion,  to  say  two 
things. 

First:  to  avoid  raising  hopes  which  may  be 
disappointed,  I  wish  to  say  that  every  well  in- 
formed man  in  Congress,  and  in  the  country,  is 
just  as  good  a  judge  as  I  am  of  the  probable 
success  or  defeat  of  the  measure.  I  have  no 
private  information  respecting  men's  opinions 
or  purposes,  still  less  any  private  understand- 
ng  with  any  of  those  public  men  who  have  hi- 
thrrto  supported  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 
And,  secondly,  sir,  I  wish  to  say  t'ia%  while 
the  pre.- ent  state  of  embarrassment  and  distress 
shall  continue,  an  adjournment  of  Congress  is 
a  thing  not  to  be  thought  of.  Our  constituents 
will  not  welcome  us;  they  ought  not  to  welcome 


us  to  our  own  homes,  if  we  should  leave  our 
seats  here  without  having  relieved  the  country. 
We  have  the  power  to  relieve  them;  nobody 
else  can  relieve  them;  and  it  is  our  business,  I 
hink,  to  remain  where  we  are  till  we  fulfil  the 
just  expectation  of  the  country. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  congratulated  those  who  had 
been  pouring  memorials  upon  them  for  some  time 
past,  that  their  prayer  was  about  to  be  attended 
to  by  the  appropriate  organ  of  that  House.  Not 
one  measure  of  relief  had  been  proposed  before. 
The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  had  told  them 
that  the  people  would  not  admit  of  speculation; 
but  though  the  condition  of  the  country  had  been 
before  them  for  three  months,  there  had  been  no- 
othing  but  speculation.  Why  should  the  mea 
sure  now  proposed  be  delayed  another  week? — 
The  proposition  would  lie,  and  be  considered, - 
and  then  they  would  speculate  further.  Why 
should  it  be  delayed  three  months  longer,  when 
the  object  of  the  petitioners  was  to  procure  a 
termination  to  the  distresses  of  the  country  at 
once? 

He  would  inform  the  Senator  that  the  terms 
on  which  he  would  afford  his  aid  to  the  measure 
proposed,  would  be,  that  the  rate  of  interest 
should  be  reduced  at  most  to  five  per  cent.;  that 
the  power  of  the  State  Governments  to  tax  the 
bank  and  its  branches,  should  be  recognized ; 
that  the  question  in  regard  to  the  Government 
Directors  should  be  settled,  and  they  should  be 
what  they  had  been  supposed  to  be,  or  he  would 
vote  for  no  charter ;  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  been  sufficient,  and  he  would  vote 
for  no  bank  in  which  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  be  greater  than  it  had  been,  aad 
equal  to  that  which  had  been  proposed  by  Mr. 
Dallas. 

He  was  struck  with  surprise  and  regret,  by 
the  annunciation  of  the  Senator,  that  they  weie 
to  sit  there  till  the  country  was  relieved,  and 
that  relief  could  be  afforded  only  by  a  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Were  the  Se- 
nate of  the  United  States  to  take  their  stand  on 
this  sentiment,  and  compel  the  co-ordinate 
branches  of  the  Government  to  submit  to  their 
behest  ?  It  was  very  strange,  and  it  was  more 
strange  if  the  State  Governments  had  no  power 
to  relieve  the  country,  and  Congress  had  the  sole 
power  ;  whence  did  they  derive  this  power,  but 
from  the  people  of  the  States?  The  Senator  must 
be  blind  not  to  see,  that  the  State  Governments 
and  the  States,  did  not  desire  relief  by  means  of 
a  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Were  any  so  blind 
as  not  to  see  that  the  people  would  not  charter 
the  bank?  There  was  no  necessity  for  them  to 
sit  till  August  or  September  to  effect  the  object 
proposed;  the  object  of  the  Senator  was  to  raise 
the  question,  and  let  it  be  determined  two  years 
hence,  by  the  elections.  He  had  said  it  must  be 
settled  by  the  people  ;  and  Mr.  F.  believed  the 
people  had  settled  it  already,  and  that  they  would 
hereafter  confirm  that  judgment.  There  was  no 
necessity  to  sit  till  September. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  was  it  uck  with  >ui prise, 
that  the  Senator  from  Georgia  should  complain 
of  delay  in  bringing  forward  this  measure,  when 
he  knew  that  measure  was  in  opposition  to  the 
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will  of  the  Executive.  He  had  told  them  over 
and  over  again,  that  the  Executive  would  not 
consent  to  alter  his  present  course;  he  had  told 
them  over  and  over  again,  that  to  do  so  was 
inconsistent  with  the  public  weal.  Would  it 
have  been  proper  for  them  to  have  hastily  an- 
ticipated the  will  of  the  Executive }  How  long 
was  it  since  the  Senator  had  told  them  that  the 
Executive  had  a  plan  of  his  own,  and  that  the 
reason  of  their  not  knowing  it  was  that  the  com- 
mittees were  not  such  as  had  a  ready  inter- 
course with  the  President.  He  said  the  Execu- 
tive had  a  plan,  and  they  would  have  known  it 
if  they  had  communicated  with  the  departments. 
This  measure  (Mr.  W's)  was  brought  forward 
precisely  at  the  first  moment  when  it  was  abso- 
lutely certain,  that  it  must  be  done  by  those  on 
that  side  of  the  House.  He  had  said  sincerely, 
that  we  desired  to  follow,  and  not  to  lead,  in 
any  measure  for  relief.  It  had  been  thought 
that  the  success  of  any  proper  measure,  favored 
by  the  Executive,  would  be  secured;  and  till 
the  other  day  no  man  had  said  that  nothing 
would  come  from  that  quarter;  but  now  it  was 
seen,  by  the  report  in  the  other  House,  that  the 
Executive  experiment  now  in  operation,  was  to 
be  the  only  Executive  experiment,  and  they  had 
waited  long  enough  to  see  whether  others  would 
move  before  them. 

As  the  Senator  would  not  concur  in  rechar- 
tering  the  bank,  except  on  certain  conditions, 
and  as  he  valued  his  individual  influence,  he 
would  say,  that  he  would  do  great  service, 
which  would  entitle  him  to  the  everlasting  grat- 
itude of  the  whole  people,  if  he  would  name 
the  terms  on  which  he  would  pass  the  bill  for  a 
bank  into  the  form  of  law;  and  Mr.  W.  would 
receive  it  as  some  gleam  of  hope  in  the  midst 
of  this  terrible  darkness.  He  understood  the 
Senator  as  only  speaking  for  himself;  he  wished 
he  could  speak  for  others,  for  the  Executive 
especially,  and  tell,  if  possible,  what  was  to  be 
done. 

The  gentleman  had  said  the  power  was  with 
the  people,  it  was  with  the  people;  but  it  was 
to  be  exerted  only  through  Congress.  The 
gentleman  had  said  the  people  could  fill  these 
halls  with  men  who  woul  I  be  obedient  to  their 
Will.  Mr.  W.  looked  for  something  more  im- 
mediate from  the  people,  by  which  the  public 
will  shall  be  so  expressed  as  to  be  imperative 
overinJividual  intention  and  action. 

The  gentleman  had  said,  the  people  had  deci- 
ded that  the  bank  was  not  to  be  rechartered,and 
when  he  was  called  upon  to  prove  it,  he  went 
back  and  said  the  election  of  the  President  had 
settled  that  question.  Mr.  W.  demurred  to  such 
an  inferrence ;  but  if  it  were  correct,  then  the 
bank  would  not  be  rechartered;  but  Mr.  W.  be- 
lieved that  a  great  majority  of  the  voters  were 
desirous  of  an  immediate  renewal  of  the  charter; 
he  believed  at  this  hour,  three  quarters  of  them 
would  give  the  question  an  affirmative  response. 
On  the  ground  of  this  difference  in  regard  to 
public  opinion,  he  submitted  the  measure;  he 
would  not  have  been  in  favor  of  it,  if  he  did  not 
believe  that  it  was  in  accordance  with  the  pub- 
lic will. 


The  gentleman  had  asked,  if  it  was  Mr.  W.'s 
opinion  that  the  Senate  should  continue  in  ses- 
sion to  compel  the  other  branches  of  the  Gover- 
ment  to  come  over  to  their  opinion;  Not  at  all; 
he  would  not  even  persuade  them  to  do  so;  but 
he  was  willing  to  sit  and  see  if  the  Senate  would 
go  over  to  their  opinions.  Every  where  there  did 
or  would  exist  the  opinion  that  some  relief  was 
necessary,  and  that  the  power  was  with  Con- 
gress to  grant  relief;  he  therefore  said  that  it 
was  their  duty  to  stay,  till  they  had  found  some 
mode  of  relief.  They  had  not  desired  this  re- 
sponsibility ;  they  had  not  coveted  the  task  of 
encountering  so  many  obstacles,  especially  the 
prepossessions  of  so  many,  and  the  fixed  pur- 
pose of  those  in  power;  but  there  was  no  alter- 
native; nobody  else  would  move,  and  they  there- 
fore were  compelled  to  make  an  effort.  From 
the  beginning  'they  had  persisted  that  no  relief 
could  come  from  legislative  measures;  and  aa 
there  was  none  from  the  side  of  power,  it  had 
become  their  duty  to  propose  their  wn  jmea 
sure. 

Mr.  KING, of  Georgia,  said,  that,  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  motion  before  the  Senate,  no  mem- 
ber could  feel  himself  called  on  to  give  at  length 
his  views  on  the  subject  of  the  memorial  from 
Massachusetts.  But,  he  said,  he  might  be  justi- 
fied in  following  the  example  of  others,  so  far  as 
to  express  his  opinions  upon  the  subject,  without 
going  at  length  into  the  reasons  which  might  be 
expected  to  sustain  them.  He  said  then  he  would 
state,  that  he  had  heretofore,  and  still  believed,  in 
the  utility  of  a  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  se- 
veral reasons,  but  principally  to  afford  a  general, 
as  distinguished  from  a  local,  currency;  to  afford 
and  facilitate  domestic  exchanges;  to  afford  a  safe 
place  of  deposite  for  the  public  treasury,  and  as- 
sist the  Government  in  the  administration  of  tha 
finances,  and  for  the  more  important  purpose 
of  correcting  the  evils  of  the  local  institutions, 
which  it  is  impossible  to  cure. 

It  is  true,  sir,  said  Mr.  K.,  I  never  would  have 
voted,  as  on  an  original  question,  for  the  present 
or  any  similar  Bank  of  the  United  States.  I  be- 
lieve the  constitutional  power  of  Congress,  to 
charter  such  an  institution,  as  extremely,  at  least 
as  reasonably,  doubtful;  and  the  only  safe  rule 
upon  which  we  can  act,  in  legislating  upon  con- 
stitutional questions,  is  always  to  give  the  consti- 
tution the  advantage  of  our  doubts.  But,  said 
Mr.  K.,  I  have  thought  myself,  and  all  politicians 
of  the  present  day,  as  relieved,  in  a  great  j  mea- 
sure, from  responsibility  upon  this  point.  The 
question  has  been  decided  and  acted  on  by  all  the 
political  parties  who  have  governed  the  country 
incethe  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  And  what 
is  more  important  with  me,  it  has  been  decided 
by  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  known  to  the  Go- 
vernment, and  having  final  jurisdiction  of  all 
questions  arising  under  the  Constitution.  Be- 
lieving myself  relieved,  then,  said  Mr.  K.  from 
responsibility  upon  the  constitutional  points,  I 
should  deem  myself  free  to  act  according  to  my 
views  of  expediency. 

I  should,  ihowever,  here  remark,  said  Mr. 
K.,  that,  although  I  believe  the  people  and 
Government  of  the  United   States  could  do 
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something  better  with  a  bank,  yet,  at  the  same 
time,  I  believe,  that,  if  we  were  entirely  rid  of 
the  institutiop,  we  could  do  very  well  without 
it.  And,  said  Mr.  K.,  it  is  with  wounded  na- 
tional pride,  and  with  the  deepest  and  most  hu- 
miliating feeling's  of  regret,  that  I  have  heard 
it  so  frequently  announced  on  this  floor,  and 
readily  echoed  by  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
American  people,  that  "the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  indispensable  to  the  well-being  and 
prosperity  of  the  people  of  the  United  States." 
If,  indeed,  it  be  true,  said  Mr.  K.,  that  the 
spirit  and  energies  of  the  people  of- the  United 
States  are  reduced  so  low,  that  they  can  only 
crawl  and  move  by  the  breath  and  strength  af- 
forded them  at  the  pleasure  of  a  banking  cor- 
poration; that  they  can  stand  only  by  leaning 
for  support  upon  a  moneyed  monopoly;  if  it  be 
true  that  the  destruction  of  this  bank  places  the 
people,  as  stated  by  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, in  the  unhappy  condition  of  ihe  animal 
subjected  to  philosophical  experiment  in  an 
exhausted  receiver,  and,  without  it,  they  are 
to  gasp  and  die;  why,  then,  said  Mr.  K.,  they 
are  prepared  for  slavery — they  will  be ,  and  they 
deserve  to  be,  slaves. 

But  no,  said  Mr.  K.,  the  prosperity  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  thank  God,  does  not 
depend  on  the  mere  accident  of  a  bank.  Their 
aggregate  prosperity  depends  upon  their  eco- 
nomy and  productive  industry;  and,  though  a 
bank  might  be  a  useful  agent  to  direct  their 
resources,  the  aggregate  wealth  and  productive 
industry  would  be  not  greatly  changed  by  the 
operation  of  such  an  institution. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  K.,  I  deem  it  due  to  myself  to 
be  explicit  on  another  point.  That  is,  that  the 
favor  I  now  bear,  and  have  ever  borne,  to  a 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  is  principally  drawn 
from  my  hostility  to  the  whole  paper  banking 
system,  from  beginning  to  end.  Yes,  sir,  from 
its  first  modest  conception,  up  to  its  present 
gross  maturit/  and  demoralizing  corruption.  I 
have  ever  considered  it,  said  Mr.  K-,  as  one  of 
the  most  pernicious  and  wicked  systems  that 
ever  was  invented  by  the  moneyed  and  specu- 
lating interests,  to  tax  the  laboring  and  pro- 
ductive classes  of  the  community.  Mr.  K.  said 
that  he  hoped  to  show,  at  some  time,  when  the 
question  might  be  more  directly  before  the 
Senate,  that,  the  people  were  taxed  by  the 
operation  of  this  system,  without  any  equiva- 
lent advantage,  to  the  amount  of  between  five 
and  eight  millions  of  dollars  per  annum.  Sir, 
said  Mr.  K.,  a  few  years  since  I  was  in  conver- 
sation with  that  great  and  good  man,  Sir  James 
M'Intosh,  of  England,  who  asked  me  to  what 
cause  I  attributed  the  acknowledged  fact,  that 
there  were  ten  bankruptcies  in  the  United 
States,  and  the  worst  kind  of  bankruptcies, 
to  where  there  is  one  in  any  other  portion  of 
the  world  sustaining  the  same  amount  of  com- 
mercial interests.  I  answered  him,  according 
to  my  conviction  then,  and  now,  that  it  was 
owing  to  paper  currency,  and  the  abuses  of  the 
paper  banking  system,  in  this  country.  He 
answered  me  that  I  was  right  ;  and  added, 
that  he  had  "always  been  astonished  that  a  peo- 


ple so  well  acquainted  with  political  economy, 
and  at  the  same  time  so  jealous  of  their  liber- 
ties, and  of  that  republican  equality  guarantied 
by  their  Constitution,  as  the  Americans  cer- 
tainly were,  ever  should  have  suffered  a  sys- 
tem so  hostile  to  all  these  objects,  to  be  en- 
grafted on  the  policy  of  the  country."  Sir, 
said  Mr.  K.,  he  was  right.  The  political  ten- 
dencies of  the  system  are  in  direct  hostility  to 
the  nature  of  our  institutions,  as  well  as  injuri- 
ous to  our  national  industry. 

I  am  then  opposed,  (said  Mr.  K.)  to  the 
whole  system;  but,  under  existing  circumstan- 
ces, what  are  we  to  do?  If  we  cannot  cure 
the  evil  at  present,  we  should  endeavor  to  mit- 
igate it.  But  I  cannot  agree  with  those,  (said 
Mr.  K.)  who  would  do  this  by  putting  their 
foot  upon  the  head  ot  the  monster,  when  by 
the  very  surge  they  make  to  strangle  i»,  they 
force  up,  with  a  sort  of  lever  power,  and  with 
a  mushroom  rapidity,  hundreds  of  oihers  of  the 
same  genus,  of  more  pernicious  tendency.  Sir, 
(said  Mr  K  )  with  all  the  help  of  this  national 
regulator,  there  are  too  many  hands  hold  of  our 
currency.  A  currency  consisting  principally 
of  paper  credit,  should  be  handled  with  great 
delicacy.  This  was  one  of  the  cases,  he  said, 
in  which  too  many  physicians  were  apt  to  kill 
the  patient.  Currency  (said  Mr.  K.)  should  be 
dug  from  the  mine  by  the  miner;  coined,  and 
its  value  regulated  by  Government;  and  earned 
by  the  productive  industry  of  the  people.  This 
is  the  only  currency  that  will  ever  answer  as  a 
-teady  standard  of  va'ue.  He  was  surprised,  he 
said,  10  hear  gentlemen  gravely  assert  that  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  had  established  a 
standard  equally  steady  and  uniform  with  gold 
and  silver.  There  co'dd  be  scarcely  an  apolo- 
gy, he  said,  for  so  gross  an  error,  unless  gentle- 
men were  misled  by  a  false  comparison.  They 
must  compare  currency  with  currency;  that  is, 
currency  in  one  part  of  the  country,  with  cur- 
rency in  another.  They  could  certainly  not 
consider,  in  such  a  proposition,  the  relation  be 
tween  the  whole  currency,  aid  the  wealth  of 'it 
country  which  it  represented.  It  may  perhaps 
be  assumed  w'nh  safety,  (said  Mr.  K)  that 
three  -fourths  of  the  currency  of  the  country 
consists  of  paper.  To  this  extent,  then,  there 
is  a  latitude  of  expansion  and  contraction  by 
the  banks— a  power  they  constantly  exercise 
whenever  policy  dictates,  or  their  in'erests 
tempt  ihem.  Hence  we  see  the  quantity  of 
currency  ever  fluctuating  and  changing,  and 
the  relative  value  of  property  changing  and 
fluctuating  with  it.  And  therefore  it  is  that  we 
find  the  propeity  of  the  country  alvrays  afloat 
on  the  sea  of  uncertainty;  private  fortunes  so 
suddenly  wrecked,  and  the  wealth  of  individu- 
als continually  changing  hands. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  K  ,  you  will  never  establish  a 
standard  of  value  that  will  ensiu*  a  steady  and 
progressive  prosperity  among  the  people,  and 
promise  a  sure  and  certain  reward  to  honest  in- 
dustry, until  you  establish  your  currency  upon 
the  steady  principle,  that  if  a  yard  of  cloth  be 
worth  five  dollars,  it  is  because  it  may  be 
thought  as  good  a  business  to  make  this  yard  of 
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cloth  as  to  extract  five  dollars  from  the  mines. 

To  conclude,  said  Mr.  K.  1  think  we  should 
come  to  some  action  upon  the  subject  before 
us,  and  settle  it  one  way  or  the  other.  I  admit 
there  is  grent  distress  in  many  por  ions  of  the 
country.  Yes,  I  will  even  admit  distress  in 
some  of  the  northern  ciiies,  in  all  the  degrees 
of  comparison  stated  a  few  days  since  by  an 
honorable  Senator  from  Maryland  :  "  Great 
distress,  deep  distress,  unexampled  distress." 
But  I  beseech  gentlemen  to  be  content  with 
the  glory  which  they  have  already  acquired  by 
their  brilliant  displays  of  rhetoric,  and  employ 
for  a  moment  that  sober  reasoning  power  winch 
the  God  of  nature  gave  them,  and  judge  truly 
what  portion  of  this  distress  is  to  be  attributed 
to  the  direct  and  necessary  agency  of  the  remo- 
val of  the  deposites.  Is  it  not  apparent  to  all, 
that  this  measure  has  been  made  the  pretext  ra- 
ther than  the  cause  of  the  mischief? 

Sir,  said  Mr.  K.,  since  the  step  was  taken  by 
the  Executive,  to  which  all  this  distress  is  con- 
stantly ascribed,  I  have  travelled  through  four 
populous  States  in  the  South  and  Southwest,  be- 
fore I  set  out  for  this  city.  1  heard  a  great  deal 
of  conversation  from  time  to  time  upon  this  Ex- 
ecutive measure,  and  saw  much  notice  taken  of 
it  in  the  public  prints,  and  must  say,  that  the 
act,  as  one  of  expediency,  was  generally  disap- 
proved. Some  thought  it  an  act  of  injustice  to 
the  bank,  but  the  most  common  sentiment,  I 
think,  was,  that  whatever  might  be  the  claims  or 
the  conduct  of  the  bank,  that  it  had  great  powers, 
and  that  this  measure  would  afford  a  pretext  to 
the  bank  and  its  lriends  for  inflicting  a  great 
deal  of  injury  upon  the  country,  with  a  vie  .v  to 
polical  effect.  And  with  these  sentiments,  I 
believe  a  great  majority  even  of  the  friends  of 
the  administration  assembled^atthis  capitol  agree; 
and  I  am  hence  disposed  to  believe  said  Mr.  K. 
(though  I  am  an  unpractised  politician,  and  miy 
be  mistaken,)  that,  if  it  had  not  best  suited  the 
friends  of  the  bank  to  make  this  purely  a  party 
question,  and  even  one  of  existence,  with  the  ad- 
ministration, that  the  deposites  might  have  been 
restored  before  their  removal  could  be  made  the 
pretext  for  mischief,  by  perhaps  so  large  a  ma- 
jority as  two  thirds  of  both  Houses.  He  inferred 
this,  because  he  thought  that  the  measure  was 
generally  condemned  as  inexpedient,  for  the  rea- 
sons before  stated.  But  never  had  he  heard  any 
where,  or  from  any  party,  that  by  this  measure 
the  President  had  transcended  his  constitutional 
powers,  or  usurped  the  whole  powers  of  Govern- 
ment, until  these  propositions  were  asserted  in 
this  capitol.  Such  sentiments  may  have  been 
expressed,  but  he  had  not  before  heard  them. 
Yes,  said  Mr.  K.,  I  think  this  alarming  discovery 
was  reserved  for  Senatorial  sagacity,  and  was 
first  made  known  here.  And  how  were  the  friends 
of  the  administration  met  on  this  question,  when 
they  assembled  at  this  capitol.  It  was  not  pro- 
posed simply  to  correct  an  error,  but  to  break 
down  an  administration  ;  not  simply  to  disap- 
prove the  error  if  it  was  one,  but  to  make  it  a 
stepping-stool  to  power.  They  asked  the  resto- 
ration of  the  deposites,  to  be  sure,  but  Ihey 
asked  this  because,  in  their  removal,  the  President 


had  violated  the  laws,  usurped  all  the  powers  of 
Government,  and  trampled  the  Constitution  under 
foot.  To  restore  the  deposites  for  such  reasons 
was  at  once,  as  many  thought,  to  give  up  the 
administration  as  wholly  unworthy  a  share  in 
the  Government.  Thus  driven  to  the  wall,  many 
thought  themselves  forced  to  choose  between  tho 
administration  and  the  bank.  The  present  ad- 
ministration professes  and  acts  upon  some  great 
and  leading  principles  of  national  policy,  which 
they  desire  to  see  sustained,  and  which  they  con- 
sider of  much  more  importance  to  the  happiness 
and  prosperity  of  the  peeple,  than  a  National 
Bank,  or  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  the  re- 
moval and  restoration  of  which  they  look  on  as 
mere  measures  of  expediency.  If  forced  to  a 
chohe,  then,  they  may  naturally  choose  what 
they  believe  the  greatest  good,  and  support  tho 
administration,  though  they  may  think  the  re- 
moval inexpedient  at  the  time  it  was  effected. 

And  it  cannot  be  disguised,  Mr.  President, 
said  Mr.  K.,  that  the  footing  upon  which  this 
question  has  been  placed,  and  the  manner  of 
treating  it,  has  produced  much  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  distress  of  which  the  people  com- 
plain. Instead  of  calmly  debating  this  question 
as  one  of  expediency,  on  which  there  was  hon- 
est difference  of  opinion,  the  session  had 
scarcely  opened  before  the  people  hear  from 
the  Capitol  that  a  dangerous  revolution  has 
been  effected  in  their  Government.  "The  pre 
monitory  symptoms  of  despotism  are  upon  us, 
and  the  collapse  is  at  hand,' says  one.  'Our  liber- 
ty is  lost,our  Comstitution  is  gone,'  says  a  second, 
"Despotism  has  triumphed  over  the  free  institu- 
tions of  the  country,  all  power  is  usurped  and 
wielded  by  the  hand  of  a  tyrant,"  says  a  third. 
"We  are  in  the  midst  of  a  revolution,  bloodless, 
as  yet,  but  behold  the  coming  storm,"  says  a 
fourth;  and  so  on.  And  in  the  midsts  of  th  a 
Demosthenian  pouring-out  of  the  shreds  and 
patches  of  old  Grecian  orations,  some  noble  pa- 
triot— some  generous  monitor — some  disinter- 
ested friend  to  the  people,  doubtless,  sits  down 
perhaps  in  this  chamber,  I  know  not  where,  and 
deliberately  writes  letter  after  letter  for  publica- 
tion in  the  northern  cities.  Warning  "the  small 
capitalist  to  husband  his  little  store.'  'The  poor 
man,  who  might  fortunately  have  a  five  or  a  ten 
dollar  bill,  to  make  a  run  upon  the  banks  for 
specie,  whilst  specie  was  to  be  had,"  and  warn- 
ing all  classes  "prudently  to  prepare"  for  all  the 
evils  which  usually  follow  a  violent  revolution. 
Well,  sir,  what  is  the  instantaneous  effect  of  all 
this  terrifying  stuff.  Why,  if  Blucher  with  his 
Hussars,  or  Platoff  with  his  Cossacks,  had  been 
within  the  sound  of  the  bugle,  some  of  the  hon- 
est yeomanry  of  the  country  could  not  have  felt 
greater  perturbation  and  alarm.  Well,  sir,  they 
did  as  they  were  advised;  many,  no  doubt  from 
honest  alarm,  but  a  still  greater  number  be- 
cause they  perfectly  understood  the  quarter 
from  which  the  alarm  was  sounded.  The  ora- 
cles had.  spoken,  and  the  prediction  must  be 
fulfilled.  It  had  been  stated  that  the  country 
was  likely  to  be  ruined  by  the  measures  of  the 
administration,  and  jt  must  be  done.  And  who 
so  blind  as  not  to  see,  6ir,  the  wicked  agencies 
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and  engines  that  have  been  wilfully  at  work  to 
bring  the  country  into  its  present  distressed 
condition.  The  "pressure"  has  been  made  the 
pretext  for  deranging  the  whole  business  of  the 
country.  Deposites  have  been  withdrawn  fre- 
quently from  no  real  alarm  for  their  safety,  but 
to  force  the  banks  to  curtail  their  discounts; 
draw  in  their  debts,  and  make  their  customers 
feel  the  "pressure."  Specie  has  been  also  de 
manded  with  no  other  motive.  Every  species 
of  bad  faith  has  even  been  justified  by  no  other 
excuse  than  the  "pressure"  The  creditor  will 
not  wait,  and  the  debtor  will  not  pay,  if  they 
are  opposed  to  the  administration,  and  wish  to 
increase  the  "pressure."  The  wealthy  creditor 
who  has,  perhaps,  been  receiving  interest  on  a 
loan  for  years,  with  no  occasion  for  the  princi- 
pal,and  no  apprehension  of  its  safety,demands  his 
money,  that  the  debtor  may  feel  the  'pressure.' 
The  wealthy  debtor,  often  with  thousands  of 
ready  means  in  his  coffers,  turns  off  the  honest 
mechanic  with  his  bill:  he  cannot  pay  till  the 
deposites  are  restored,  and  the  "pressure"  re- 
moved! The  merchant,  whose  affairs  have 
become  troublesome,  from  embarrassment  and 
want  of  means;  who  has,  perhaps,  been  long 
keeping  up  appearances  by  all  those  contrivan- 
ces which  are  resorted  to  by  men  who  trade 
mostly  upon  credit,  including  the  ususl  resort 
of  drawing  and  re  drawing — men,  I  say,  who, 
to  use  the  mercantile  phrase,  are  "hard  run"  to 
make  ends  meet,and  only  wanting  an  honorable 
excuse  to  fail — when  they  receive  the  magic 
touch  of  the  "pressure,"  they  burst,  like  a 
bombshell,  tottering  and  shaking  all  around 
who  have  had  the  misfortune  to  be  connected 
with  them.  The  settlement  they  find  an  easy 
one.  The  "pressure"  accounts  for  their  mis- 
fortunes, and,  at  least  from  all  good  opposition 
men,  they  expect  an  honorable  discharge.  By 
these,  they  are  rather  honored  than  disgraced. 
'I  hey  are  considered  as  failing  in  the  cause  of 
the  country.  Yes,  sir,  the  "pressure"  here, 
the  "pressure"  there,  the  "pressure"  every 
where — for  any  thing  and  every  thing  that  de- 
ranges trade,  and  destroys  confidence,  the 
"pressure"  is  a  ready  excuse,  and  satisfactory 
account. 

Can  gentlemen  reason  seriously  upon  the 
subject,  and  honestly  conclude  that  all  this  al- 
leged distress  has  been  the  necessary  effect  of 
removing  the  deposites?  Can  the  simple  act  of 
changing  the  place  of  deposite  for  eight  millions 
of  the  money  of  the  Government,  produce  all 
the  distress  which  is  witnessed  in  the  country. 
These  deposites,  by  the  by,  wherever  they  be, 
do  not  constitute  a  fund  upon  which  the  people 
should  rely  for  accommodation.  They  do  not 
belong  to  the  bank,  but  belong  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  are  at  all  times  subject  to  be  drawn 
when  needed  by  the  Government.  If  they 
had  been  drawn  out  then,  and  put  in  no  other 
banks  to  discount  on,  the  effect  should  not  have 
been  felt  either  by  the  bank  or  the  people .  Yet 
it  is  gravely  stated,  that  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites has  produced  the  direct  effect  of  depre- 
ciating the  property  of  the  country  four  hun- 
dred millions.     I  presume  this  is  a  very  gross 


calculation,  and  mu9t  be  made  up,  I  think,  of  a 
great  number  of  items,  or  rather,  it  would  be 
something  like  the  account  of  Sir  Larry — 6  l-4d 
to  the  blind  beggar,  and  £7000  for  sundries. 
He  might  put  clown,  perhaps,  a  trifle  as  the 
direct  effect  of  this  measure,  but  the  balance  he 
should  make  up  by  charging  a  few  millions  to 
his  own  speech  ;  a  few  millions  each  to  many 
others;  many  millions  to  the  compromise  bill, 
(if  that  could  be  cal'ed  a  compromise  where  all 
the  advantages  were  on  one  side)  and'  the  ba- 
lance to  the  bank.  For  the  bank,  he  said,  had 
certainly,  whether  justified  or  not,  for  the  pre- 
sent, produced  the  largest  item  in  the  distress. 

This  hank,  he  said,  from  its  position  and  ad- 
vantages, had  monopolized  inland  exchange. 
This  exchange  was  a  sort  of  currency,  which 
entered  largely  into  the  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try. It  was  a  me.ins  of  raising  mon-  y  by  some, 
of  receiving  it  by  others,  and,  with,  many  oth- 
ers, of  continuing  their  business  for  a  time  (by 
drawing  and  redrawing)  without  any  capital  at 
all.  The  bank,  then,  through  its  branches, 
urnishingthe  principal  conduits  through  which 
the  wealth  of  the  country,  to  a  great  extent, 
circulated,  has  thought  proper,  it  is  said,  ab- 
ruptly to  tear  them  up,  and  leave  the  com- 
merce, previously  fed  through  them,  to  stag- 
nate and  perish.  This  cause  of  embarrassment, 
it  must  be  readily  perceived,  from  its  nature, 
must  be  only  temporary.  Individuals  will  do 
the  same  business,  if  the  bank  withdraws  from 
the  competition,  though  probably  not  on  quite 
as  good  terms  as  the  bank,  when  it  has  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  Government tleposites,  and  dis- 
tribution of  the  revenue. 

I  will  conclude  by  saying  to  the  honorable 
Senator  f.om  Massachusetts,  that  I  think  I  shall 
vote  for  his  project  for  a  short  extension  of  the 
charter  of  the  bank,  provided  the  modifications 
suit  me.  Hoping  that  it  may  quiet  the  coun- 
try, and  that,  before  the  extension  expires,  the 
people  will  be  preparing  to  dispense  with  the 
system  altogether. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  rose  and  said,  he  had  heard 
with  very  great  surprise  some  of  the  remarks 
made  by  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Kino.) 
He  has  indeed  allowed,said  Mr.  C,  that  a  very 
inconsiderable  portion  of  the  pecuniary  embar- 
rassment, the  full  extent  of  which,  he  admits, 
is  justly  attributable  to  the  late  measures  of  the 
Executive,  but  infinitely  the  larger  portion  he 
cinsiders  to  have  been  produced  by  the  action 
of  this"  b  >dy,  and  especially  that  portion 
of  it  which  is  opposed  to  the  Administration. 
The  Senator,  though  he  travelled  much  through 
the  country,  did  not  hear  of  distress  and  pecuni- 
ary depression,  but  more  emphatically  he  did 
not  hear  a  whisper  of  Executive  usurpation  or 
violation  of  law,  until  he  heard  the  speeches  of 
honorable  Senators  on  this  Hoor.  The  surprise, 
Mr.  President,  which  I  f<  It  at  this  course  of  re- 
mark, arose,  in  no  small  degree,  from  the  fact, 
that  la'e  disclosures  have  demonstrated,  that 
ihe  fiist  denunciations  of  the  Executive  usur- 
pation and  violation  of  law,  as  well  as  the  first 
annunciation  of  distress  and  embarrassment, 
came  from  the  very  council  chamber  of  the  Ex- 
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ecutive.  When  the  Senator  from  Georgia  im- 
putes to  those  on  this  floor,  who  have  seen*  in 
the  movements  of  the  President  against  the 
bank,  a  reckless  violation  of  chartered  rights, 
and  an  assumption  of  powers  that  belong  to  the 
Legislative  and  Judicial  departments  of  the  Go- 
vernment, the  sole  motive  to  break  down  this 
administration,  and^  on  its  ruin  to  erect  the  for- 
tunes of  other  aspirants,  when  he  rebukes  us  for 
playing- a  part,  and  for  alarming  the  country  by 
a  false  cry  of  danger  and  pecuniary  derange- 
ment, does  he  fo  get  that  the  personal  and  po- 
litical and  bosom  friends  of  the  P^sident,  were 
the  first  to  say  that  these  were  the  natural  and 
necessary  results  of  his  policy?  Does  the  Sen- 
ator forget  that  William  J.  Duane  and  Louis. 
McLane ,  as  long  ago  as  Julv  last,  sounded  in 
the  Pr<  sidenl's  ear  the  warning  voice  of  cau- 
tion, and  foretold,  with  prophetic  accuracy,  the 
results  of  his  mischievous  "experiment?"  Yes, 
sir,  as  long  ago,  I  believe,  as  the  10th  of  July, 
did  these  men  admonish  the  President  that  the 
rights  of  Congress  the  laws  of  the  land,  and 
the  happiness  of  die  whole  community,  must  be 
violated  and  disregarded  before  he  could  con- 
summate his  hostile  purposes;  but  that  warning 
voice  did  not  turn  aside  Ins  wrath. 

Mr.  Duane  was  selected  from  amongst  the 
the  whole  mass  of  devoted  friends  scattered 
throughout  this  Union.  Without  the  expression 
©fa  wish  on  his  part,or  on  the  part  of  his  friends; 
without  even  a  desire  for  the  office,  he  was  invit- 
ed, solicited,  and  entreated  to  occupy  the  high 
and  responsible  station,  to  which  hi3  long  and  ar- 
dent attachment  to  the  President,  his  undeviating 
support  of  his  measures,  and  his  cherished  de- 
votion to  his  person,  and  his  known  opposition 
to  the  bank,  made  his  elevation  so  particularly 
desirable.  He  came  into  the  office  with  no  feel- 
ing, with  no  motive,  that  did  not  look  to  the  ho- 
nor and  fame  of  Andrew  Jackson,  and  the  glory 
and  popularity  of  his  administration.  What  he 
has  said  is  known  to  us,  and,  from  a  reference 
made  by  him  to  another,  we  can  form  some  estimate 
what  that  other  has  said.  It  is  much  to  be  re- 
gretted that  we  are  unable  to  raise  the  veil  which 
conceals  from  public  view  the  secret,  the  Cabi- 
net history  of  this  transaction.  We  have  once 
essayed  to  look  beyond  this  veil,  but  a  sagacity 
which  well  knew  how  difficult  it  might  be,  when  a 
search  was  commenced,  to  arrest  its  progress 
until  all  was  discovered,  took  the  alarm,  and  re- 
pulsed our  first  advance.  If  our  respectful  re- 
quest for  a  paper,  given  to  the  world  through 
every  newspaper,  was  refused,  how  perfectly 
idle  is  it  to  ask  the  disclosure  of  another,  which 
would  be  wormwood  and  gall  to  those  in  whose 
hands  it  is  sleeping  in  darkness? 

But,  sir,  we  are  at  no  loss  to  know,  from  Mr. 
Duane's  letter,  the  general  character  ©f  Mr.  Mc- 
Lane's  views.  And  I  will  here  ask  the  Senator 
whether  Mr.  McLane  is  an  alarmist ;  whether 
his  object  was  to  create  a  panic,  and  to  break 
down  the  administration  ?  Can  this  be  said  of 
one  who  has  been  basking  in  the  sunshine  of 
Executive  favor  for  so  many  years,  who  has  been 
carried  through  posts  of  honor,  and  places  of 
high  political  trust,  continually  ascending,  until 


he  has  attained  that  position  which  is  the  most 
distinguished  of  all  in  the  power  and  command 
of  the  President;  and  who  is  at  this  very  moment 
his  prime  minister,  his  confidential  friend,  and  his 
constitutional  counsellor?  No,  sir  ;  no  sir;  the 
Senator  from  Georgia  will  not  impute  to  these 
distinguished  men  any  motive  but  a  pure  and 
honest  exhibition  of  the  truth ;  an  anxious  desire 
to  dispel  the  mists  of  error  and  the  clouds  of  pas- 
sion and  prejudice  to  which  they  discover  their 
much  loved  Chief  was  about  to  be  a  victim. 

The  kindness  of  my  friend  near  me  has  fur- 
nished Tme  with  the  letter  of  Mr.  Duane— his 
4th  letter  to  the  People  of  the  United  States. 
The  Senate  shall  hear  passages  from  it: 

"The  undersigned  is  persuaded  that  the  mea- 
sure would  be  regarded  as  extreme  and  arbitrary, 
for  these  reasons. 

"How  can  the  undersigned  justify  the  assump- 
tion of  the  powers  of  jury,  judge,  and  excutioner? 
Is  he  to  punish  unheard,  at  his  own  pleasure, 
and  without  being  able  to  assign  to  Congress 
reasons  for  such  an  arbitrary  act  ?  Is  it  consis- 
tent with  the  principles  of  justice,  or  the  genius 
of  our  institutions,  that  any  man  should  be  able 
to  constitute  himself  a  dictator  in  matters  affect- 
ing the  character  of  the  country,  the  welfare  of 
the  people,  and  the  fame  of  men,  who  are  enti- 
tled at  least,  to  the  rights  of  felons  ?" 

Again,  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  of  the  numer- 
ous columns  over  which  these  reasons  are 
spread,  the  Secretary's  letter  says,  ''supposing 
that  in  adopting  the  proposed  measure  the  faith 
of  the  country  would  not  be  violated;  that  con- 
tempt to  the  last  and  next  CongTess  would  not 
be  evinced;  that  the  power  to  contract  with 
State  banks  exists,  and  that  it  would  not  be  un- 
wise to  make  the  contract;  still  the  question 
presents  itself,  what  would  be  the  effect  upon 
society?  Would  the  operations  of  the  Govern- 
ment, or  of  the  commercial  world,  be  facilitat- 
ed? Would  confidence  between  man  and  man 
be  promoted?  Would  the  facility  to  stand  a 
shock,  in  the  event  of  a  war  in  Europe,  for  in- 
stance, be  given  to  the  local  banks? 

"These  questions,  and  others  of  an  analogous 
character,  need  not  be  discussed  by  the  under- 
signed, for  his  predecessor,  on  all  accounts  so 
much  more  competent  to  advise  the  President 
than  he  is,  has  placed  this  part  of  the  subject, 
especially,  in  a  point  of  view  that  cannot,  he 
respectfully  thinks,  be  overlooked  by  a  Chief 
Magistrate  so  anxious  as  the  President  has  prov- 
ed himself  to  be,  to  protect  the  mass  of  the 
community  from  embarrassment.  From  want 
of  experience  or  information,  the  undersigned 
may  not  anticipate  evil  so  extensive  as  that  ap- 
prehended by  his  predecessor,  but  his  fears  are 
still  so  strong,  that  he  is  quite  unwilling  to  put 
the  match  to  the  train,  the  end  of  which  he  has 
not  the  sagacity  to  discern." 

Mr.  Secretary  Duane  might  not  anticipate 
evil  so  extensive  as  that  apprehended  by  Mr. 
Secretary  McLane,  and  yet  Mr.  Duane  appre- 
hended that  "much  more  trivial  changes  than 
that  proposed  by  the  President  have  produced 
great  commercial  convulsions,"  and  he  also  ap- 
prehended that,   "in  any  attempt  to  maim  [the 
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bank,]  the  agents  of  «he  bank  would  be  the 
most  likely  to  escape;  the  wound  would  be  felt 
in  the  cottage  of  the  farmer  rather  than  in  the 
palace  of  the  banker."  What,  Mr.  President, 
must  have  been  the  fearful  features  of  that  por- 
trait, drawn  by  the  hand  of  the  prime  Secreta- 
ry of  the  President,  which  could  have  predict- 
ed a  condit  on  so  much  more  disastrous  and 
alarming  than  those  anticipated  by  this  letter. 

Now,  sir,  I  ask  the  Senator  if  he  can  see  in 
this  language  no  such  idea  as  executive  usur- 
pation—no such  idea  as  a  grasping  at  the  pow- 
ers of  Congress,  at  the  powers  of  the  courts, 
and  of  the  juries — no  such  idea  as  bringing 
ruin  and  distress  upon  the  country?  He  must, 
therefore,  select  either  alternative  of  the  dilem- 
ma, and  admit  Mr.  Duane  and  Mr.  McLane  to 
have  been  traitorous  to  their  obligations,  their 
honor,  and  their  oaths,  or  he  must  acquit  us, 
who  have  applied  to  the  same  act,  not  the  same 
language,  but  the  same  sentiment.  Surely  it 
could  not  be  asked,  or  expected  by  the  Senator, 
or  by  any  other  person,  that  Senators  are  to  sit 
here  with  their  arms  folded,  and  their  voices 
dumb,  when  measures  are  pursued  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive which  his  nearest  and  most  devoted 
friends  deliberately  declare  to  be  violations  of 
law,  and  ruinous  to  the  nation.  If  we  did,  we 
should  be  faithless  to  our  duty,  faithless  to  our- 
selves, and  our  States,  faithless  to  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  country,  faithless  to  our  conscien- 
ces and  our  God. 

A  word  or  two  on  another  matter.  The  Se- 
nator from  Georgia,  in  a  spirit  of  frankness  and 
candor  which  did  him  honor,  and  for  which  he 
tendered  his  acknowledgments,  had  openly,  and 
without  disguise,  disclosed  the  extent  of  party 
feeling  in  Congress.  Ho  has  stated  in  plain  and 
explicit  terms,  that,  if  we  had  calmly  proposed  a 
restoration  of  the  deposites  te  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  without  connecting  with  it  an  at- 
tack upon  the  administration,  we  should  have 
had  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  each  House  oi  Con- 
gress, in  favor  of  such  a  proposition,  and  the  rea- 
son why  we  cannot  now  obtain  two-thirds  in 
each  branch  is,  that  such  a  vote  would  break 
down  General  Jackson's  administration.  The 
Senator  is  one  of  the  few  who  will  not  be  held  in 
the  traces  of  party:  he  has  distinctly  announced 
his  individual  exemption  from  these  bonds  by 
which  his  friends  are  chained:  he  means  to  obey 
the  higher  duties  of  his  station,  and  give  his  aid 
to  a  measure  which  he  believes  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  best  interests  of  the  people. 

The  Senator  deserves  praise  for  announcing  a 
fact  which  his  means  of  information  has  enabled 
him  to  ascertain  with  a  certainty  that  must  se- 
cure the  most  undoubted  confidence  in  his  accu- 
racy. And  what  is  the  fact  ?  Sir,  it  is  one  up- 
on which  the  good  people  of  this  country  will 
ponder  well ;  it  is  one  which  1  trust  and  hope 
they  will  all  hear,  and  one  and  all  will  deliberate- 
ly reflect  upon.  We  are  making  issues  to  send 
to  the  people  and  the  polls,  to  be  tried  and  deci- 
ded. I  desire  that  this  evidence  be  used  in  the 
trial  of  these  issues — that  it  be  known  far  and 
wide,  how  matters  stand  here,  in  the  very  ark  of 
our  political  safety,  amongst  those  who  are  sent 


here  by  freemen,  to  represent  freemen,  to  pro- 
tect the  constitutional  and  legal  rights,  to  guard 
the  interests  and  promote  the  happiness,  of  thir- 
teen millions  of  people.  Yes,  sir,  let  it  be  known, 
that  on  this  floor, and  by  a  candid  and  honorable 
Senator,  a  political  friend  of  the  administration, 
it  is  distinctly  announced,  that,  although  two- 
thirds  of  each  branch  of  Congress  are  deeoly 
convinced  in  their  judgment  that  the  late  mea- 
sures of  the  Executive  were  unwise  ;  that  their 
influence  upon  the  country,  was  decidedly  per- 
nicious ;  that  the  people  were  injmred  and  op- 
pressed by  them,  and  that  they  were  convinced 
of  the  propriety  of  retracing  these  false  steps  ; 
that  if  they  regarded  only  their  duty  to  the  coun- 
try and  the  people,  they  would  vote  for  a  mea- 
sure which  would  relieve  the  distresses  and  ad- 
vance the  happiness  of  the  community;  but  that 
they  are  restrained  from  the  exercise  of  this  ad- 
mitted duty  for  the  cause,  that  such  a  vote  would 
probably  destroy  the  popularity  of  General  Jack- 
son, and  lessen  the  hopes  of  political  elevation 
now  indulged  by  those  who  are  identified  with 
him. 

Let  the  people  know  that  when  they  consid- 
er the  end  and  object  of  this  Government  tob« 
the  happiness  and  the  comfort  of  themselves, 
their  wives,  and  their  children,  and  the  eleva 
tion  of  the  national  character  at  home  and  a- 
broad;  that  when  they  consider  the  officers  who 
administer  the  Government  as  their  servants,, 
engaged  in  performing  their  work,  for  their  ad- 
vantage, and  according  to  their  will,  they  are 
in  total-error.  Let  them  know,  that  according 
to  the  now  admitted  doctrine  of  this  adminis- 
tration, and  its  advocates  in  the  halls  of  Con- 
gress, there  are  other  and  higher  demands;  oth- 
er and  dearer  interests — other  and  gre. iter  ob- 
jects, which  those  rulers  regard.  That  the 
wants  and  necessities  of  the  people  cannot  be 
regarded  until  the  political  wants  of  their  ru- 
lers are  provided  for;  that  the  elevation  of  An- 
drew Jackson,  and  thoe  who  expect  to  ride 
into  office  through  his  popularity,  are  motives 
stronger  and  more  imperative,  than  the  restora- 
tion of  contentment  and  plenty  to  a  whole  com- 
munity who  are  now  crying  aloud  for  relief-- 
for  neces  aries — for  bread:  who  are  perishing, 
and  famishing,  and  fainting  under  a  load  of  op- 
pression, and  loss,  and  poverty,  which  the  pas- 
sion and  fury  of  one  man  has  put  upon  them. 

Sir,  I  am  one  of  those  who  yield  obedience  to 
the  old-fashioned  doctrine,  not  only  that  the 
people  are  those  whose  interest  and  prosperity 
are  alone  the  legitimate  ends  and  objects  of  our 
Government,  but  that  they  are  the  true  and  on- 
ly  source  of  power.  If,  upon  appeal  to  them, 
they  shall  sanction  the  doctrine  now,  for  the  first 
time,  publicly  announced,  that  the  protection 
of  the  popularity  of  a  few  individuals — the  per- 
petuation of  power  in  the  hands  of  Gen.  Jack- 
son, and  those  who  stand  or  fall  with  him — the 
support  of  an  administration  when  its  measures 
are  admitted  tube  indefensible — when  the  peo- 
ple shall  deliberately  give  sanction  to  the  doc  - 
trine  that  these  are  objects  fit  to  supersede  the 
claims  of  an  injured  and  suffering  people;  that 
the  interests  and   prosperity  of  the  many,  the 
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whole,  are  to  be  sacrificed  to  the  political  ele- 
vation of  the  few — the  two  or  three  individuals 
who  are,  and  expect  to  be  in  power — then  sir, 
for  one,  I  will  bow  in  submission.  The  people 
have  the  right  to  make  the  Government  what 
they  please.  If  they  are  no  longer  desirous  to 
be  free,  they  have  the  poor  privilege  of  becom 
in£  slaves.  Let  that  experiment  be  tried,  and 
I  have  na  fear  of  the  verdict  which  will  be  re- 
turned to  use  on  this  issue.  They  will  not  give 
power  to  those  who  abuse  it  by  making  it  tribu- 
tary to  the  personal  ambition  of  any  man,  or 
or  any  set  of  men,  regardless  of  the  country — 
the  whole  country.  v 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  should  be  very  un- 
willing to  advocate  the  continuance  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  as  an  indispensable 
agent,  especially  if  it  were  to  be  regarded  as 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
King)  had  looked  upon  it.  He,  Mr.  W.,  had 
said,  and  he  did  think,  that,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  country— looking  to  the  multitude 
of  local  banks,  and  the  great  evils  that  were 
likely  to  result  in  consequence — the  agency  of 
the  United  States  Bank  is  indispensable.  But 
allow  me,  added  Mr.  W.,  to  say,  that,  in  my 
view  of  the  matter,  it  is  indispensable  as  an  in- 
strument, not  as  a  master ;  indispensable  as  an 
instrument,  as  is  the  hoe  and  the  plough  to  the 
husbandman,  or  as  the  chisel  and  the  plane  to 
that  body  of  mechanics  who  were  in  the  Senate 
when   last    had  the  honor  of  addressing  it. 

Our  houses  of  legislation,  our  executive  ma- 
gistrates, are  indispensable  for  the  good  of  the 
people;  but  they,  too,  are  their  instruments; 
they,  too,  are  their  servants.  And,  because 
it  is  necessary  to  have  an  executive  magistrate, 
a  Senate,  a  House  of  Representatives,  does  it 
follow  that  the  people  are  slaves  to  the  Execu- 
tive?— are  to  ciawl  before  the  Senate  and  the 
House  of  Representrtives?  God  forbid!  They 
are  the  masters  of  all,. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  thought  that  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Chambers)  had 
misunderstood  his  colleague,  (Mr.  King,)  in 
what  he  had  stated  about  his  never  having 
heard  complaints  made  in  regard  to  violations 
of  law,  before  coming  to  this  city.  That  honor- 
able gentleman  had  traced  the  distress  of  the 
country  to  what  had  taken  place  in  the  Senate. 
Now,  he,  (Mr.  F.)  would  have  the  Senator 
from  Maryland  to  recollect,  that  Mr.  Duane's 
Letter  had  been  published  but  the  other  day. 
He  thought  he  would  find  no  inconsistency  in 
what  had  been  stated  by  his  (Mr.  F.'s)  col- 
league. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  explained.  He  had  dis- 
tinctly understood  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Georgia,  (Mr.  King,)  as  stating  that  a  vote  to 
restore  the  deposites  would  have  passed  by 
two  thirds. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  remarked,  that,  if  the  gen- 
tleman had  so  stated,  he  would  have  been  en- 
tirely wrong;  but  that  was  not  what  he  said. 
But  he  (Mr.  F.)  would  ask,  was  it  not  perfect- 
ly obvious  to  the  honorable  Senator,  and  eve- 
ry member  of  the  Senate,  that  the  question  of 
the  removal  of  the  deposites  had  been  so  mix- 


ed up  with  other  matters,  as  to  give  it  an  en- 
tirely different  aspect,  not  only  to  themselves, 
but  to  the  people  of  the  United  States?  The 
restoration  of  the  deposites  would  be  a  triumph 
in  favor  of  that  institution,  and  which  it  was 
now  struggling  for  against  the  administration — 
an  administration  which  was  admitted  to  be 
the  most  popular  that  ever  stood  before  the 
people.  )f  the  going  down  of  the  bank  were 
liable  to  inflict  an  injury  so  serious  that  the 
country  would  not  be  able  to  recover  from  it 
in  fifty  years,  it  should  have  his  (Mr.  F.'s) 
most  decided  opposition,  because  of  the  means 
which  it  was  taking  to  wring  from  the  people 
a  recharter. 

He  rose  not  merely  for  the  purpose  of  vindi- 
cating his  colleague,  but  also  to  notice  some 
observations  that  had  fallen  from  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster.) 
He  would  reiterate  his  complaint  of  the  delay 
which  had  occurred  in  bringing  forward  some 
proposition,  and  say  that  the  reason  given  by 
the  gentleman  was  insufficient;  and  the  strong- 
est proof  that  could  be  given  of  the  justice  of 
what  he  (Mr.  Fj )  had  said.  The  Senator  had 
asked,  how  could  it  be  expected  that  any.  plan 
was  to  come  from  his  side  of  the  House,  without 
knowing  the  plans  of  the  administration?  That 
as  soon  as  the  committee  of  the  FJpuse  of  Rep- 
resentatives made  their  report,  which  seemed 
to  be  in  accordance  with  the  opinions  of  the  ad- 
ministration, then,  and  not  till  then,  could  the 
committee  report.  How,  he  would  ask,  did  the 
honorable  Senator  know  they  were  the  opinions 
of  the  administration?  Did  he  presume  it  be- 
cause the  committee  had  had  an  official  corres- 
pondence with  the  Sec  etary  of  the  Treasury? — 
That,  by  means  of  the  official  correspondence 
he  knew  what  the  plans  of  the  administration 
were?  And  p -ay,  had  not  a  Committee  of  the 
Sena'e,  as  well  as  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, a  right;  was  it  not  their  duty,  if  they  wish- 
ed the  information,  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  plans  cfthe  Government?  He 
thought  the  honorable  Senator  had  it  in  his 
power  to  obtain  the  desired  information.  But 
he  understood  that  no  application  had  been 
made  for  it,  and  thought  the  del<y  quite  unne- 
ces-ary,  and  the  reason  assigned  by  the  honora- 
ble Senator,  prove  that  it  was  so.  He  had  said 
also,  that  he  would  be  glad  to  get  a  plan  from 
him  (Mr.  F.)  Now,  he  would  to  God  it  were 
in  his  power  to  produce  one.  His  opinions  on 
the  subject  had  been  disclosed,  and  in  making 
the  disclosure,  he  had  stated  the  impractica- 
bility of  reconciling  his  opinions  with  those  en- 
tertained by  o' her  honorable  gentlemen.  He 
would,  as  far  as  lie  was  able,  give  them  his  aid 
in  disposing  of  the  matter.  So  far  as  the  ques- 
tion was  d  reeled  to  him  as  to  what  was  going 
to  be  done  by  the  administrat  on,  he  would  mere- 
ly say  that  he  possessed  no  more  information  than 
other  gentlemen  upon  that  point. 

There  was  one  remark  made  by  the  honora- 
ble Senator  which  struck  him  with  some  de- 
gree of  surprise.  He  had  sta'ed,  that  the  pow- 
er of  the  people  might  operate  directly  so  as  to 
produce  a  salutary  effect,  independent  of  the 
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ballot  box.  How  was  that?  By  the  right  ot 
instruction?  In  some  parts  of  the  country,  the 
representative  recognized  the  right  of  receiving" 
instructions  from  his  constituents,  and  felt  him- 
self bound  to  obey.  But,  how  was  it  in  other 
portions  of  the  United  Sta'es?  The  representa- 
tive conceived  himself  to  be  the  trustee  and  a- 
gent  of  those  who  had  sent  him  to  the  legisla- 
ture, and  he  was  to  judge  of  what  is  good  for 
them.  The  honorable  Sen  tor  would  perceive 
that  the  bank  and  the  administration  do  not 
stand  on  equal  terms — for  the  friends  of  the 
bank  do  not  admit  the  right  of  instruction,  and 
the  friends  of  the  administrate  n  recognize  it. 
The  gentleman  had  asked  what  evidence  there 
was  that  the  people  were  against  the  bank' 
and  he  referred  to  the  often  told  tale  of  the  late 
Presidential  election.  Now,  he  would  ask, 
were  not  the  votes  of  9,000  people  in  Philadil 
phia,  some  evidence  of  opinion  01  the  subject5 
Was  not  the  overwhelming  change  taking 
place  in  Pennsylvania,  against  the  bank,  some 
evidence  of  the  opinion  of  the  people?  There 
was  evidence  accumulating  every  hour;  and,  if 
the  gentleman  did  not  make  his  proposition 
soon  to  the  Senate,  he  would  find  it  was  over- 
whelming, and  he  would  be  obliged  to  admit 
that  public  opinion  is  against  him. 

He  hoped  that  the  Senator  would  produce 
his  bill  at  once;  let  it  be  printed,  in  order  that 
the  Senate  might  proceed  to  legislate  without 
further  delay,  instead  of  discussing  m  morials. 
There  was  no  dispute  as  to  there  being  distress 
in  some  portions  of  the  country.  He  wished 
to  have  the  question  decided  on  the  resolutions 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and 
then  Senators  would  be  able  to  see  what  could 
be  done — whether  or  not  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  M  issachusettes  could  obtain  a 
majority  of  both  Houses.  He  (Mr.  F.)  thought 
it  could  not.  He  had  already  adverted  to  the 
peculiar  situation  in  whicli  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  plated;  he  could  not,  of  course, 
come  forward  with  any  plan,  whilst  the  ques- 
tion was  pending  as  to  the  correctness  of  Lis 
conduct  in  regard  to  this  matter.  He  (Mr.  F.) 
hoped  the  honorable  gentleman  would  take 
the  report  of  the  other  Hoi*?,  and  apply  to  the- 
Head  of  the  Depaitment,  and,  as  soon  as  he 
should  have  received  an  official  communication 
on  the  subject,  it  might  be  laid  before  the  Se 
nate,  in  order  that  Senators  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  examin  ng  into  the  subject,  and 
see  what  could  be  done. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,    he  supposed  this  had 
never     been    customary,    there    had  been  no  in 
stance  of  calling  on   the   Secretary  to  lay  before 
Congress  his  plan  of  administration. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said  it  was  customary  to 
call  upon  him  on  any  subject. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  would  not  contest  that,  point; 
but  he  knew  of  no  such  instance. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  prophecied 
that  public  opinion  would  be  so  overwhelming 
that  they  would  be  compelled  to  go  with  the  ad- 
ministration. To  prophecy  vi  as  not  a  little  dan- 
gerous, but  Mr.  W.  would  predict  that  the  ap- 
plications to  the  Government  for  relief,  were  but 


just  begun.  The  applications  would  be  more 
numerous,  from  more  distant  places,  and  in  a 
stronger  tone,  so  that  those  who  were  governed 
by  public  opinion,  could  no  longer  doubt  on  the 
subject. 

The  Memorial  was  now  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  motion,  depending  on  Monday  the  3d 
inst. — that  the  resolutions  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  Sate  of  Virginia,  presented  to 
the  House  by  Mr.  Gordon  on  that  day,  respect- 
ing the  removal  of  the  deposites  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States;  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  addressed  the  House  to  the 
following  effect : 

Mr.  Speakeh:  I  regret  that  the  few  remarks 
which,  under  the  excitement  of  the  occasion,  I 
had  proposed  to  submit  on  the  presentation  of 
the  Virginia  resolutions,  have  been  deferred  so 
long;  and  I  would  now  willingly  postpone  them 
altogether,  did  not  the  position  which  I  have 
perhaps  inconsiderately  assumed,  raise  the  just 
expectation  that  I  would  proceed.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  respectfully  ask  the  indulgence 
of  the  House;  and  if  I  shall,  to  some  extent, 
transcend  the  ordinary  limits  prescribed  to  simi- 
lar debates,  I  trust  that  my  apology  will  be 
found  in  the  intrinsic  importance  of  the  resolu- 
tions themselves,  and  in  the  example  of  my 
honorabje  colleague  (Mr.  Patton)  who  pre- 
ceded me. 

The  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  was  de- 
signated, by  one  of  the  resolutions  themselves, 
as  the  organ  to  communicate  them  from  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  to  her  Senators  and  Re- 
presentatives here;  and  this  officer,  in  discharge 
of  the  duty  thus  assigned  him,  has,  in  my  judg- 
ment, faithfully  and  acceptably  performed  it  by 
frankly  avowing  his  own  approbation  of  the 
principles  asserted  in  the  resolutions,  and  ex- 
pressing the  wish  that  theyr  may  be  approved 
and  sustained  by  the  Representatives  of  Vir- 
ginia in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  I 
have  been  utterly  unable  to  discover  in  the  let- 
ter of  the  Governor,  anything  derogatory  to  the 
dignity  of  my  station  here,  or  in  support  of  the 
charge  that  he  "  has  extended  his  official  autho- 
rity beyond  its  just  and  proper  limits."  It  is, 
however,  becoming  in  me  to  say,  that  this  may 
result  from  an  absence  in  myself  of  those  sensi- 
bilities which  belong  to  a  proper  self  respect, 
and  that  discreet  and  critical  discrimination  as 
to  official  powers  and  duties  which  so  eminently 
belongs  to  "  our  day  and  generation;"  for  my 
honorable  colleague,  to  whom  I  readily  yield  in 
matters  d'plomatic,  has  deemed  it  so  worthy  of 
reproof,  that  he  has  "felt  it  his  duty  to  arraign 
the  Governor  of  his  own  State  before  the  tribu- 
nal of  Congress— to  have  the  said  letter  solemn- 
ly read  as  an  indictment  against  him — and  hav- 
ing, to  his  own  satisfaction,  fairly  convicted  his 
Excellency   of  a  high  misdemeanor,  has  pro- 
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ceeded,  with  no  sparing  hand,  to  inflict  the 
merited  castigation. 

Waiving  all  plea  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
tribunal  selected  by  my  colleague  for  the  trial 
of  State  Governors,  I  beg  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  charges  of  the  indictment.  And 
what  official  enormity  has  the  redoubtable  Go- 
vernor of  the  Ancient  Dominion  perpetrated? 
Has  he  thrown  obstructions  in  the  way  of  "a 
faithful  execution  of  the  laws?"  Or  has  he  been 
plotting  treason  under  the  cloak  of  his  old 
heresy,  nullification?  None  of  these — no  sir! 
none  of  these;  but  he  has  been  guilty  of  the  ex- 
traordinary presumption  of  having  declared  that 
he  took  "pleasure"  in  communicating  the  reso 
lutions  of  the  Legislature.  I  have  no  fears  for 
the  Governor  under  this  charge;  for  really,  sir, 
in  these  days  of  despondency,  we  have  felt  so 
little  pleasure  ourselves,  and  have  heard  of  so 
little  elsewhere,  that  we  could  not  find  it  in  our 
hearts  to  punish  the  enjoyment  of  it — most  espe- 
cially in  the  piesent  instance,  when  it  springs 
from  a  cordial  concurrence  of  opinion  between 
the  legislative  and  executive  branches  of  Go- 
vernment— an  auspicious  indication  that  the 
people  of  Virginia  are  faithfully  represented, 
and  a  salutary  example  for  the  study  and  imita- 
tion of  executive  power  ehewhere.  Whence 
arises  it  that  the  "pleasure"  of  the  Governor  of 
Virginia  has  so  much  displeased  my  colleague? 
Is  it  that  a  disagreement  between  the  Legisla- 
ture and  Executive  of  our  State  would,  at  this 
particular  time,  be  more  welcome  intelligence 
to  him?  Or  are  we  left  to  infer  that  the  gentle- 
man hopes  to  prejudice  a  popular  cause  in  the 
State,  by  associating  with  it  the  name  of  an  un- 
popular Governor? 

But  the  Governor  has  moreover  bee, i  guilty  of 
*'  extending  his  official  authority  beyond  its  just 
and  proper  limits,"  in  having  dared  to  'hope'  that 
the  Virginia  delgation  in  Congress  would  sus- 
tain the  views  of  the  Legislature.  Now  sir,  that 
this  "  hope,"  as  far  as  it  concerns  my  colleague, 
was  rash  and  indiscreet  in  the  Governor,  I  may 
not  deny;  and,  in  atonement,  he  will  have  to 
suffer  an  appropriate  punishment — "  that  sick- 
ness of  the  heart  which  springs  from  hope  de- 
ferred-" but  that  in  this,  or  any  other  respect,  he 
has  transcended  his  official  authority,  or  abused 
any  principle  of  our  institutions,  or  disregarded 
the  dignity  of  the  Virginia  delegation  here,  I 
have  been  totally  incapable  of  perceiving.  Why 
then  is  it  that  he  is  held  up  to  the  censure  and 
ridicule  of  this  House,  and  his  inoffensive  letter 
classed  with  the  ' '  proclamation  and  mani'esto"  ? 
Sir,  some  of  his  political  opinions  have  not  been 
very  agreeable  to  his  State;  and  now,  that  his 
official  duties  are  about  to  expire,  and  he  to 
seek  the  seclusion  of  the  mountains,  he  is  select- 
ed as  a  scape-gout  to  carry  to  the  wilderness  and 
withdraw  from  public  view,  all  those  executive 
sins  and  errors  which  have  broi'ght  upon  the 
country  so  much  alarm  and  distress.  I  will  not 
say  that  the  saci  ifice  thus  willingly  offered  up 
will  be  accepted  by  just  and  generous  Vir- 
ginia; but  I  must  say,  that  she  cannot  fail  to  de- 
rive consolation  from  the  reflection  that  she 
need  fear  no  executive  encroachments  within 


her  own  limits,  while  she  has  upon  her  watch 
'towers,  sentinels  like  my  colleague.  Let  me, 
however,  beg  him  to  be  circumspect,  lest,  in 
constantly  and  intently  looking  in  one  direction, 
his  disordered  vision  raise  imaginary  dangers, 
whilst  real  ones,  from  some  other  quarter,  rush 
unexpectedly  upon  him.  In  facing  to  the  front, 
it  is  but  military  to  look  to  the  right  and  left. 

Mr.  SpEAKF-n:  The  gentleman  has  informed 
us  that  he  received  the  resolutions  and  request 
of  the  Legislature,  with  the  respect  and  consi- 
deration to  which  they  were  justly  entitled.  I 
am  gratified;  for  perceiving  no  more  right  in 
the  Legislature  to  make  the  request,  than  in 
the  Governor  to  express  "pleasure"  in  com- 
municating it,  I  had  feared  that  both  would  be 
arraigned  together.  Asserting,  however,  that 
the  Legislature  has  abandoned  the  ancient  prin- 
ciples of  the  Commonwealth,  he  has  avowed 
his  belief  that  they  will  not  be  sustained  by 
the  people  of  the  State.  Sir,  this  is  not  the 
first  time  that  this  opinion  has  been  hazarded: 
desperate  as  the  expedient  is,  many  have  re- 
sorted to  it  for  the  purpose  of  diverting  public 
sentiment  from  its  ancient  channels;  nothing  is 
more  usual  than  to  claim  a  majority,  hoping 
thereby  to  get  a  majority;  but  the  scheme  fail- 
ed in  '99;  it  failed  in  '33;  and  it  will  again  fail 
in  '34;  and  those  who  have  had  the  temerity 
publicly  to  "  appeal"  from  the  Legislature  to 
the  people,  will  find  the  court  above  affirming 
the  judgment  of  that  below;  and  unless  they 
shall  be  able,  under  the  provisions  of  some  fa- 
vorite law  or  other,  such  as  the  "  Force  Bill," 
to  remove  their  cause  to  a  Federal  tribunal, 
their  suit  will  be  lost,  and  lost  forever. 

My  own  experience  in  that  body  convinces 
me  that  the  Virginia  Legislature  has  not  mis- 
represented the  people,  by  such  a  vote  as  that 
which  passed  these  resolutions.  The  intelli- 
gence of  the  bodies,  their  habitual  caution  and 
deliberation,  their  just  sense  of  the  obligation 
of  representative  responsibility — all  conspire  to 
disprove  it.  The  Legislature  is  composed  of 
134  delegates  and  32  senators,  distributed 
among  the  four  great  political  divisions  of  the 
State,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  near- 
est practical  justice  and  equality.  With  an  ex- 
tended territory,  a  numerous  population,  diver- 
sified interests,  and  various  pursuits,  the  har- 
mony of  legislation  is  often  disturbed  by  con- 
flicting views  and  sectional  discords;  but  in 
despite  >f  all  this,  here  are  principles  asserted 
and  resolutions  adopted  by  a  vote  of  more  than 
two  to  one  of  the  entire  representation  of  the 
ichole  State,  and  of  the  representation  of  each 
division  of  the  State;  and  yet  we  are  told  that 
the  people  are  nvsrepresented.  But  more:  the 
State  has  been  constant  and  abiding  in  her  con- 
stitutional opposition  to  the  United  States  Bank; 
and  she  moreover  sustained  General  Jackson  at 
his  last  election  by  a  vote  of  more  than  two  to 
one.  But  all  these — her  internal  dissentions — 
her  implacable  hostility  to  the  bank — her  early 
attachment  to  Jackson — all  have  been  totally 
inadequate  to  reconcile  her  Legislature  to  the 
late  extraordinary  abuse  of  executive  power 
involved  in  the  arbitrary  removal  of  the  public 
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moneys  from  the  depositories  in  which  they  had 
been  placed  by  law.  Nor  does  the  old  repub- 
lican party  of  the  State  stand  alone  in  this 
opposition.  State  rights  men,  national  repub- 
licans and  nullifiers  concur,  finding1  no  room  for 
cavil  or  dissention;  whilst  the  minority  is  com- 
posed, for  the  most  part,  of  the  few  most  sted- 
fast  in  their  adherence  to  the  Proclamation,  or 
most  inflexible  in  their  support  of  a  particular 
"  succession"  to  the  Presidency.  It  is  the 
smallest  minority  known  in  the  history  of  the 
legislation  of  the  State,  on  any  great  and  much 
agitated  political  question.  Madison's  report 
and  resolutions  passed  by  a  majority  of  100  to 
60  or  61,  and  the  doctrines  of  the  Proclamation 
were  disapproved  by  a  majority  of  less  than 
seven  to  five.  But  the  most  important  of  the 
resolutions  now  presented  were  all  adopted  by 
overwhelming  majorities;  the  first  being  pass- 
ed in  the  House  of  Delegates,  by  a  vote  of  85 
ayes  to  41  noes,  and  in  the  Senate,  by  22  ayes 
to  10  noes;  and  the  second,  by  89  ayes  to  35 
noes  in  the  Ilou3e  of  Delegates,  and  21  ayes 
to  1 1  noes  in  the  Senate,  &.c. 

There  is  another  characteristic  of  these  re- 
solutions, to  which,  as  a  Virginian,  I  feel  pride 
in  calling  the  attention  of  the  House.  No  two 
of  them  were  adopted  by  the  same  vole,  and  I  re- 
fer to  the  fact,  as  evidence  that  each  was  deli- 
berately examined,  and  decided  by  its  intrinsic 
merits;  and  for  the  further  purpose  of  demon- 
strating that,  as  yet,  party  tactics  and  dictation 
have  found  no  abiding  place  in  the  legislative 
councils  of  my  State;  and  that  they  are  happily 
exempt  from  all  that  machinery  of  "tickets," 
and  "  caucusses,"  and  "  conventions,"  which, 
in  my  best  judgment,  is  calculated  not  only 
to  "  trammel"  representative  bodies  in  the 
"  shackles"  of  party,  but  to  drown  the  voice, 
and  traffic  away  the  liberties  of  the  people 
themselves. 

But  my  honorable  colleague  has  not  only  la- 
bored to  impair  the  influence  of  his  State,  by 
charging  her  legislature  with  having  misrepre- 
sented the  people.  He  has  proceeded,  in  the 
spirit  of  a  most  inquisitive  criticism,  to  analyse 
the  resolutions  themselves,  and  after  having  sub- 
jected them  to  a  logical  dissection,  informed  us 
that  he  was  at  a  loss  to  understand  their  mean- 
ing. Sir,  said  he.  if  they  mean  this,  they  are  in- 
compatible with  her  former  principles;  if  they 
mean  that,  they  are  a  truism;  and  the  learned 
gentleman,  in  proceeding,  has  felt  it  his  duty  to 
expose  his  own  native  State,  the  "  blessed  mother 
of  us  both,"  to  the  same  contempt  and  ridicule 
here,  to  which  a  learned  statesman  of  England 
exposed  the  nonsense  of  a  foolish  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons  !  Sir,  be  it  so.  If  this 
venerable  old  commonwealth  must  be  chargea- 
ble either  with  folly  or  an  apostacy  from  her  an- 
cient political  faith,  I  trust  that  she  will  submit 
with  due  humility  to  the  former;  ignorance  is  a 
misfortune,  but  apostacy  a  crime  But  little  did 
she  dream  that  in   this  day  of  extended  educa 


gracious  office  of  exposing  her  foolishness  to  the 
laughter  and  scorn  of  more  distant  relations. 
Sir,  until  I  saw  the  papers  of  this  morning,  I  had 
fondly  hoped,  that  after  the  ardour  of  debate  had 
subsided,  and  the  gentleman  had  retired  to  the 
stillness  of  his  study,  to  prepare  his  remarks  for 
the  eye  of  his  State,  and  ef  his  children  when  he  is 
dead,  in  the  spirit  of  filial  affection,  he  would  have 
dropt  a  tear  on  this   charge,  and  blotted  it    out 
forever.     Virginia   needs  no    accusations  at  the 
hands  of  her  children;  she   receives  enough  of 
contumely  and  reproach  from  other  quarters.   If 
I  have  not  been  misinformed,   it  has   not  been 
long  since  he  whom  she  generously  aided  to  ele- 
vate to  the  highest  office  on  earth,  classed  her  as 
second  only  to  despised  South  Carolina,    in  the 
scale  of  political  degradation;  and  we  all  know 
that  she  is  not  denied  her  due  proportion  of  in- 
vective, abuse  and  detraction,  from  the  "  official" 
and  other  kindred  presses;  but  all  these  pass  by 
her  unheeded — with  her  eye  steadfastly  fixed  on 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  Union,  she  sees 
them  not;  with  her  foot-steps  firmly  planted  in 
the  path  of  public  duty,  she   regards   them  not; 
with  a  heart  full  of  devotion  to  the  best  interests, 
glory,  and  prosperity  of  this  great  confederacy, 
she  feels  them  not.     To  the  present  administra- 
tion, she  is  not  without  gratitude,  for  some  of  its 
practical  measures  have  tended  to  sustain  thoso 
great  principles  which  she  has  ever  so  cordially 
espoused.     With  the  early  opposition  to  it.  she 
cannot  harmonize,  because  she  holds  but  few  po- 
litical opinions  in  common  with  that  party;  but, 
as   heretofore,   she  approved   and   sustained   it 
when  right,  so  then  and  now  she  claims  the  pri- 
vilege to  condemn  and  censure  it  when  wrong 
Judging  it    by  its  acts,  and  its  acts   alone,  she 
stands   aloof  from  the'mere  party  strifes  of  the 
day;  but  when  it  becomes  necessary  for  her  to 
strike  for  the  Constitution  and  laws,  1  trust  that 
she  will  ever,  as  on  the   present  occasion,  come 
forth  in  her  strength,  and  come  like  Minerva  from 
the  brain  of  Jupiter,  armed  and  undejiled. 

I  pass  with  pleasure,  Mr.  Speaker,  from  the 
humble  duty  of*  defending  the  executive  and 
legislature  of  my  State,  from  the  unkind,  and, 
as  I  think,  unmerited  attacks  which  have  been 
made  upon  them.  I  approach  the  considera- 
tion of  the  resolutions  themselves;  and  while  I 
shall  maintain  that  they  are  not  only  true,  but 
strictly  consistent  with  the  principles  of  the 
State,  I  have  to  regret  that  my  colleague  did 
not  continue  through  his  speech  as  in  its  com- 
mencement, to  regard  the  great  principle  con- 
tained in  them  as  a  "truism."  That  principle, 
in  its  plain  and  simple  meaning,  is  that  the  pre- 
servation, disposition,  and  control  of  the  finan- 
ces of  the  Government,  is  in  its  nature ,  and  by 
the  Constitution,  a  legislative  function  ;  and 
that  any  interference  with  its  exercise,  by  the 
President  directly,  "on  his  own  responsibility," 
is  an  "assumption  of  power," — while  an  indirect 
interference,  through  the  power  of  removal,  mani- 
fests a  disposition  to  "extend  his  official  authori- 


tion  and  wide-spread  knowledge,  when  sons  are  ty  beyond  its  just  and  proper  limits."  Now, 
of  course  wiser  than  their  mothers,  one  of  them  if  the  position  contended  for  by  the  gentleman, 
whose  rising  prospects  she  has  watched  with  so  and  in  fact  by  all  who  have  sustained  the  late 
much  pleasure,  could  ever  have  assumed  the  un-   extraordinary   measure  of  the  President,   be. 
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true,  that  the  "  Treasury  Department  is  in  its 
nature  and  functions  an  Executive  Department," 
the  principle  above  is  not  only  not  a  "truism," 
but  is  utterly  fallacious.  To  the  Treasury  De- 
partment belong  all  the  fiscal  and  financial  la- 
bors, duties,  and  operations  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  if  these  be  executive  functions,  the 
President  is  responsible  for  their  wise  and  faith- 
ful performance.  Nor  is  he  responsible  to  Con- 
gress; for  in  matters  purely  executive,  he  is  a 
co-ordinate  independent  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  owes  responsibility  only  to  the  States 
or  to  the  people.  Congress  cannot  restrict  or 
circumscribe  his  discretion,  supervision,  or  con 
trol  over  subjects  confided  to  him  by  the  na- 
ture of  his  office,  as  moulded  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. Hence,  if  the  safe-keeping  of  the  public 
moneys  be  an  executive  duty,  tie  16th  section 
of  the  bank  charter  itself,  which  directed  them 
to  be  "deposited  in  the  United  States  Bank," 
was  unconstitutional.  The  resolution  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  the 
other  day,  advising  the  passage  of  laws  direct 
ing  the  manner  in  which  they  shall  be  kept  and 
accounted  for  by  State  banks,  is  unconstitution 
al — all  the  present  struggle  to  restore  them  to 
the  United  States  Bank,  is  unconstitutional. 
Congress  may  with  all  solemnity,  order  them 
back,  but  the  President  may  ul'erly  disre- 
gard it.  The  President  has  the  money;  the 
President  has  a  constitutional  right  to  the  mo- 
ney ;  and  the  President  is  not  responsible  to 
us"  for  the  money.  Or ,  if  it  please  his  fancy, 
he  may  pursue  another  course  designated  to 
him  in  the  course  of  this  debate:  we  may 
pass  our  resolutions, — the  President  will  veto 
them  :  we  may  reconsider,  and  again  adopt 
them  by  majorities  of  two-thirds  in  both  Houses, 
and  the  deposites  may  be  restored— and  the 
very  instant  after,  the  President,  either  through 
his  right  to  "control"  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  or  his  power  to  "remove"  him,  may 
again  take  possession  of  them,  and  "keep" 
them  to  his  heart's  content:  these  are  the  legi- 
timate consequences  of  gentlemen's  opinions. 
And  why,  sir,  will  they  not  suffer  their  princi- 
ples to  regulate  their  practice,  and  frankly, 
and  at  once,  abandon  the  public  treasure  to 
the  will  intl  discretion  of  executive  power  ? 

Sir,  the  Treasury  is  not  an  Executive  De- 
partment. It  appertains  to  the  legislative 
branch  of  the  Government,  in  its  character  and 
functions  ;  and  the  gratuitous  assumption,  to 
the  contrary,  constitutes  the  great  and  fatal 
error  which  lurks  at  the  bottom  of  all  the  de- 
fences of  executive  encroachment  that  we  have 
heard. 

In  investigating  this  question,  gentlemen  have 
but  lost  their  time  in  contemplating  the  abstrac- 
tions of  political  philosophy.  We  live  in  the  era  of 
written  Constitutions  ;  and  those  who  choose  to 
look  beyond  the  Federal  Constitution  itself,  can- 
not refer  to  any  authority  of  so  binding  obligation 
as  other  written  Constitutions  of  the  same  coun- 
try .And  character,  existing  at  the  time  of  its  forma- 
tion. Such  are  the  old  Constitutions  of  the  States 
--from  which,  not  only  its  genius  and  character, 
but  sometimes  its  very  language  is  derived. — 


Now,  every  State  Constitution  which  existed  hi 
'88,  professed  to  keep  the  Executive  and  Legisla* 
tive  Dranehes  of  Government  totally  separate  and 
distinct :  and  yet,  not  one  of  them  can  be  found 
which  did  not  inseparably  connect  the  Treasury 
Department  with  the  Legislative  branch.  That 
of  New  York,  while  it  provided  by  the  19th  Sec- 
tion, that  the  Governor  should  "  take  aare  that 
the  laws  are  faithfully  executed,"  "  ordained,  de- 
termined and  declared,"  by  the  22d  Section,  that 
the  "Treasurer  of  the  State  shall  be  appointed 
by  act  of  the  Legislature  to  originate  with  the 
Assembly." 

The  3d  clause  of  the  old  Constitution  of  Vir- 
ginia provides,  that  "  the  Legislative,  Executive, 
and  Judiciary  Departments,  shall  be  separate 
and  distinct,"  so  that  neither  exercise  the  powers 
properly  belonging  to  the  other;  and  the  9th  clause 
declares  that  "  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of 
the  Council  of  State,  shall  exercise  the  Executive 
powers  of  Government" — and  yet  the  19th  clause 
declares,  that  "  a  Treasurer  shall  be  appointed 
annually,  by  joint  vote  of  both  Houses. ^ 

Massachusetts,  in  the  30th  clause  of  her  Decla- 
ration of  Rights,  declares,  that  "  the  Legislative 
Department  shall  never  exercise  the  Executive  or 
Judicial  powers;"  and  the  1st  Article  of  the  Con- 
stitution provides,  that  "  the  Department  of  Z.e- 
gislation  shall  be  formed  of  two  branches,  a  Se- 
nate and  House  of  Representatives  ;"  and  then 
it  is  provided  in  the  same  Article,  Sec.  4.  chap. 
2.  that  "  a  Treasurer  shall  be  chosen  annually  by 
joint  vote  of  Senators  and  Representatives  :  and 
that  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth  may  be 
assured  from  time  to  time,  that  the  moneys  re- 
maining in  the  Treasury,  after  the  settlement 
and  liquidation  of  the  public  accounts,  are  their 
property,  no  man  shall  be  eligible  as  Treasurer 
and  Receiver  General  more  than  five  years  suc- 
cessively." 

Similar  provisions  may  be  found  in  the  old 
Constitution  of  Pennsylvania  ;  and,  if  I  mistake 
not,  in  those  of  every  and  all  the  Slates  whidh 
at  that  time  composed  the  confederacy . 

Is  there  any  provision  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  itself,  which  contravenes  or 
abandons  this  wise,  universal,  and  settled  prin- 
ciple of  modern  Republican  Government?  Sir, 
its  whole  structure  recognizes  and  sustains  it.— 
Among  all  the  powers  conferred  and  duties  en- 
joined on  the  Executive  Department,  there  is  not 
one  of  a  financial  character — not  even  the  privi- 
lege of  borrowing  money  :  whilst  to  the  Legisla 
tive  Department,  all  of  them  have  been  confided, 
so  far  as  they  are  enumerated  in  the  Constitu- 
tion— the  broad  and  general  power  of  laying  and 
collecting  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and  excises — of 
borrowing  money  on  the  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment—  of  coining  money  and  regulating  its  value 
— -of  supporting  armies  and  maintaining  navies, 
Stc-  It  is  further  provided  by  the  9th  Section  of 
Article  1st,  (that  seetion  which  imposts  restric- 
tions on  Congress,)  that  "no  moneys  shall  be 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  but  in  consequence  of 
appropriations  made  by  law;  and  a  regular  state- 
ment and  account  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  all  public  money  shall  be  published  from 
time  to  time."     Now,  this  clause  applies  exclu- 
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eiyely  to  the  Legislative  Department ;  and  con- 
tains a  prohibition  and  requirement  : '  but  if  the 
control  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  custody  cf  the 
•public  funds,  be  not  in  that  Department,  then  all 
will  agree  that  the  prohibition  is  unnecessary,  and 
(the  requirement,  unjust. 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  conceive  that  the  safe 
keeping  of  the  public  moneys  does  not  belong 
to  that  department  which  is  charged  with  the 
power  of  raising  it,  with  the  duty  of  appropri- 
ating it,  with  the  restriction  of  not  using  it,  ex- 
cept by  laws  regularly  passed,  and  with  the  re- 
quisition of  publishing  from  time  to  time,  regu- 
lar statements  and  accounts  of  its  exact  situa- 
tion and  condition . 

If  the  Constitution  itself  has  confided  these 
|  financial  duties  and  responsibilities  to  the  legis- 
lature, I  need  scarcely  labor .  to  prove  that 
no  law  can  shift  them  so  as  to  exonerate 
Congress  from  their  performance,  or  to  autho- 
rize the  Executive  in  exercising  them.  But 
there  is  no  such  law;  and  to  show  the  opinion 
which  our  predecessors  held  on  this  subject, 
I  beg  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  compara- 
tive analysis  of  the  laws  establishing  the  Trea- 
sury Department,  and  those  which  were  confes- 
sedly executive  in  their  characters  and  functions; 
for  example,  that  in  relation  to  the  Department 
of  State.  The  one  is  entitled,  "An  act  for  es- 
tablishing an  Executive  Department,  to  be  de- 
nominated the  Department  of  State" — the 
other  is  entitled,  "An  act  to  establish  the  Trea- 
sury Department."  The  one  provides  that  "there 
shall  be  an  Executive  Department  to  be  called 
the  Department  of  State,  and  that  there  shall 
be  zpri  cipal  officer  therein  to  be  called  the 
Secretary  of  State,  who  sha'l  perform  and  exe- 
cute such  duties  as  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be 
enjoined  on  or  entrusted  to  him  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  agreeable  to  the 
Constitution,  &c." — the  other  provides  "that 
there  shall  be  a  Department  of  Treasury,  in 
which  shall  be  the  following  officers,  namely:  a 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  be  deemed  head  of 
the  department,  &c." — "that  it  shall  be  the  du- 
ty of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  digest 
and  prepare  plans  for  the  improvement  and 
management  of  the  revenue,  and  for  the  sup- 
port of  public  iredit;  to  prepare  and  report  es- 
timates ©f  the  public  revenue  and  the  public 
expenditures;  to  superintend  the  collection  of 
the  revenue;  to  decide  on  the  forms  of  keeping 
and  stating  accounts,and  making  returns,  and  to 
grant,under  the  limitations  herein  eslablished,ov  to 
be  hereafter  provided,&ll  warrants  for  moneys  to  be 
issued  from  the  Treasury  in  pursuance  of  ap- 
propriations by  law;  to  execute  such  services 
relative  to  the  sale  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  as  may  be  by  law  required  of 
him;  to  make  report,  and  give  information,  to 
either  branch  of  the  legislature,  in  persen 
or  in  writing,  (as  he  may  be  required,)  respect- 
ing all  matters  referred  to  him  by  the  Senate 
or  House  of  Representatives,  or  which  shall 
appertain  to  his  office;  and  severally,  to  per- 
form all  such  services  relative  to  the  finances  as 
he  may  be  directed  to  perform." 

Passing  to  the  act  of  1816,  chartering  the 


United  States  Bank,  we  discover  a  constant 
and  vigilant  adherence  to  the  principles  of  the 
act  cited  above.  The  financial  connexion  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  bank,  is  always 
cautiously  withheld  from  the  Executive,  and 
entrusted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Thus,  the  16th  section  itself,  of  which  we  have 
heard  so  much,  directs  "  that  the  deposites  of 
the  money  of  the  United  States,  in  places  in 
which  the  said  bank  and  brandies  thereof  may 
be  established,  shall  me  made  in  said  bank,  or 
branches  thereof,  unless  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  shall  at  any  time  otherwise  order 
and  direct;  in  which  case  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before  Con<- 
gress,  if  in  session,  and  if  not,  immediately  af- 
ter the  commencement  of  the  next  session,  the 
reasons  of  such  order  or  direction." 

Sir,  I  am  filled  with  unaffected  astonishment 
when  I  reflect,  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  Constitution  and  these  laws  be- 
fore his  eyes,  should  claim  the  custody  of  the 
public  money  as  of  executive  right ,  and  exercise 
the  power  of  supervising  and  controlling  the 
duties  and  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  Nay,  even  the  pliant  Secretary,, 
who  has  submitted  to  the  dictation,  is  himself 
filled  with  astonishment;— for  he  has  confessed" 
in  his  report,  that  "  the-  power  over  the  plse«f 
of  deposites  for  the  public  money  would  seem" 
properly  to  belong  to  the  legislative  depart- 
ment of  the  Government" — and  again,  that 
"  the  right  of  the  Secretary  to  designate  the 
places  of  deposite  was  always  necessarily  sub- 
ject to  the  control  of  Congress."  When  he 
assert*,  that  "it  is  difficult  to  imagine  why  the 
authority  to  withdraw  it  (the  deposite)  from 
the  bank,  was  confided  exclusively  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive"— and  also,  that  "the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  presides  over  one  of  the  Executive 
Departments  of  the  Government,  and  his  power 
over  the  deposites  forms  a  part  of  the  execu* 
tive  duties  of  the  office,"  he  begs  the  question 
in  controversy — and  as  he  is  a  lawyer  of  emi- 
nence, and  has  offered  no  argument  in  support 
of  it,  we  are  left  to  infer  that  he  himself  thought 
it  fallacious  and  untenable. 

But  my  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  P.)  has 
discovered,  that  Congress  itself  has  called  the 
Treasury  an  Executive  Department,  andjias 
referred  with  no  little  triumph  to  an  act  of  17S9, 
entitled  "an  act  for  establishing  the  salaries  of 
the  executive  officers  of  Government,"  in 
which,  among  others  enumerated,  he  has  found 
"the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. "  Now,the  great 
defect  in  all  the  other  authorities  I  have  heard 
adduced  on  this  point,  is,  that  they  prove  too 
little:  but  this  is  not  liable  to  that  objection — 
for  it  proves  too  much.  Had  my  colleague  re- 
strained his  triumph  for  a  moment,  and  read  his 
authority  but  a  few  lines  further,  he  would  have 
found  it  necessary  to  add  to  his  list  of  "  execu- 
tive officers"  the  names  of  "three  judges  of 
the  Western  territory." 

I  propose  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  examine  the 
second  ground  on  which  tl  le  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  and  others  who  agree  with  him,  have 
rested  the  power  claimed  for  the  Executive  over 
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the  public  treasure  of  the  country.     I  refer  to 
the  power  of  removal  from  office. 

I  shall  not  deny  that  this  is  a  power  which, 
for  good  cause,  has  been  exercised  by  the  Pre- 
sident from  the  year  '89,  and  silently  acquies- 
ced in  by  the  country:  but  history  shows  that 
this  enormous  power  was  originally  allowed  to 
this  high  officer,  when  George  Washington  was 
President  of  his  country — and  then  confided, 
only  by  a  majority  of  14  in  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, and  the  casting  vote  of  the  Vice- 
President,  in  the  Senate;  and  that  the  power 
was  allowed,  and  the  principle  justified,  only  in 
relation  to  officers  whose  duties  and  functions 
were  executive  in  their  characters,  Mr.  Madison 
himself,  having  declared  the  intention  of  the 
Constitu'ion  to  be  "that  the  first  Magistrate 
should  be  responsible  for  the  Executive  De- 
partment; and  that  so  far,  therefore,  as  we  did 
not  make  the  officers  who  are  to  aid  him  in  the 
duties  of  that  department  responsible  to  him, 
he  was  not  responsible  to  the  country." 

When,  however,  we  look  at  the  present  con- 
dition of  our  country,  and  compare  it  with  the 
purer  days  of  '89 — with  the  race  of  our  revo- 
lutionary fathers  almost  extinct;  and  passion, 
party,  and  ambition,  taking  the  p'ac?s  of  philo 
sophy,  patriotism,  and  self-devotion — with  a 
civil  list  of  forty- thousand  officers,  claimed  as 
mere  instruments  and  automatons  in  the  hands 
of  executive  power,  and  open  declarations  of 
prominent  politicians,  that  offices  are  the  le- 
gitimate spoils  of  party  victory — when  in  *  iiith 
the  prophecies  of  Gerry,  and  Jackson,  and 
Sherman,  on  this  subject,  are  almost  in  the  very 
progress  of  fulfilment; — is  it  not  time  for  us 
solemnly  to  review  this  great  constitutional 
question?  For  my  own  part,  sir,  after  the  most 
patient  and  candid  investigation,  I  am  unable  to 
discover  any  thing  either  in  the  Constitution  or 
the  genius  Of  the  Government,  which  authori- 
zes the  President,  at  his  own  pleasure  and  dis- 
cretion, to  remove  any  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  the  appointment  of  whom  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate  is  required  by  the  Constitu- 
tion; and  as  in  the  case  now  under  considera- 
tion, he  has  not  only  claimed,  but  exercised  the 
power,  and  that  too  by  mere  implication,  with  - 
out  even  the  authority  of  a  law;  the  solemn 
aa'„h  which  I  have  taken  forbids  that  I  should 
sanction  it  by  r^y  vote  I  may  give.  This  opin- 
ion may  be  very  erroneous,  and  I  only  state  it 
as  my  own,  not  expecting  it  to  influence  the 
opinions  of  <  thers. 

Be  this  however,  as  it  may — be  the  just  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution  what  it  may  ;  there 
is  one  assertion  which  may  be  made  without  the 
fear  of  contradiction.  No  statesman  can  be 
named  from  the  year  178S,  down  to  1833,  who 
ever  contended  that  the  mere  power  of  removal 
carried  with  it  the  right  to  control  the  entire  busi- 
ness, duty,  and  discretion,  of  the  officer,  no  mat- 
ter of  what  character,  or  how  conferred  :  this  dis- 
covery has  been  reserved  for  the  day  in  which  we 
li\e.  It  may  be  reasonable,  that  in  matters  purely 
executive,  for  the  wise  discharge  of  which  the 
President  is  responsible  to  the  people,  he  should 
have  the  right   to  control  the  discretion  of  bis 


assistants.  II  may  be  reasonable,  that  other 
officers,  for  whose  conduct  the  President  is  not 
responsible,  should  be  removable  by  him,  for 
causes  of  themselves  good  and  satisfactory — such 
as  incompetency,  or  inability  ;  but  further  than 
this,  reason  or  justice  caanot  go  ;  for  all  beyond 
is  perplexit)',  contradiction,  and  absurdity.  The 
great  and  manifest  design  of  the  Constitution  to 
restrain  the  different  departments  of  Govern- 
ment within  their  respective  orbits,  would  be 
frustrated  and  destroyed;  for,  by  this  means,  the 
Executive  might  daily  encroach  on  the  legisla-. 
tive  department ;  an  implied  power  would  at 
once  reach  a  magnitude  far  above  those  expressly 
granted,  and  this  right  of  removal,  no  where 
named  in  the  Constitution,  clothe  the  executive 
arm  of  the  Govenment  with  an  energy  unknown 
to  our  institutions  and  dangerous  to  liberty.  Sir, 
allow  me  to  illustrate.  We  have  lately  closed 
treaties  with  France  and  Naples,  in  relation  to 
spoliations  on  American  commerce,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  relieving  Congress  from  the  burthen, 
and  the  [country  from  the  expense  of  legislating 
on  each  particular  claim  which  may  arise  under 
them,  we  have  established  two  boards  of  com- 
missioners, and  clothed  them  with  broad  discre- 
tionary powers  to  audit  and  settle  the  claims  ac- 
cording to  their  construction  of  the  treaties  and 
those  principles  of  law  and  equity  applicable  to 
the  subject;  and  these  commissioners  are  appointed 
by  the  President  with  the  assent  of  the  Senate  : 
from  some  deficiency  of  evidence,  or  for  the  pur- 
pose of  more  effectually  attaining  the  ends  of 
justice,  we  are  daily  referring  to  the  Third  Auditor 
of  the  Treasury,  individual  claims  to  be  by  him 
examined  and  settled  according  to  the  principles 
which  would  govern  Congress  itself — and  this 
officer  holds  his  office  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Presi- 
dent; and  even  now,  we  have  under  consideration 
two  bills,  one  establishing  a  commission  and  ap- 
propriating $5,000,000  to  satisfy  claims  for  French 
spoliations  anterior  to  1800,  and  the  other  refer- 
ring to  the  Treasury  Department  the  examination 
and  settlement  of  all  claims  on  the  Government, 
to  commutation  for  revolutionary  services.  Now, 
if  the  right  to  remove  these  officers  gives  to  the 
President  the  right  to  supervise  and  control  them, 
then,  in  the  first  place,  he  may  construe  treaties  ; 
a  power  expressly  deaied  to  him  by  Mr.  Madi- 
son himself,  in  the  letters  of  "Helvidius" — and  in 
the  second,  he  may  exercise  legislative  and 
quasi-judicial  powers  ;  powers  expressly  withheld 
from  him  by  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Speaker:  our  great  political  apostles 
never  contended  for  a  doctrine  like  this;  but 
all  their  principles  and  the  whole  practice  of 
their  lives  triumphantly  refute  it. 

"Virginia  never  sanctioned  a  doctrine  like  this, 
and  when,  the  other  day,  a  gentleman  from 
Maine  wandered  from  his  way,  to  charge  her 
with  having  abandoned  the  doctrines  of  her  Jef- 
ferson and  Madison,  he  showed  that  he  had 
either  read  to  but  little  purpose,or  had  suffered 
his  understanding  to  be  clouded  by  the  mists 
and  prejudice  of  party.  The  principles  of  those 
great  and  illustrious  men  are  treasured  in  her 
heart,  and  emblazoned  on  her  banner.  But 
two  occasions  have  arisen  in  the  history  of  their 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


PUBLISHED  BY  DUFF  GREEN. 


This  paper  gives  a  full  report  of  the  debates  in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  reported  at  large  by 
the  Reporters.  The  price  to  subscribers  is  three  dollars  per  volume,  but  it  will  be  sent  without 
charge  to  those  subscribers  to  the  Telegraph,  Political  Register,  and  Jurist,  who  pay  their 
subscriptions  in  advance.  It  will  bo  sent,  at  present,  to  delinquent  subscribers  to  the  Telegraph 
and  Register,  and  all  who,  within  a  reasonable  time,  shall  pay  up  their  arrearges  and  remit  a 
payment  in  advance,  but  those  who  do  not  avail  themselves  of  this  offer  will  lje  charged  the 
subscription  price. 


>ol.  II WASHINGTON,  APRIL   3,  1834 No.  2. 


lives,  when  Virginia  dissented  from  the  opinio 
of  either,  the  one,  when  Mr.  Madison,  in  one 
of  the  gloomiest  eras  of  the  Republic,  sanction- 
ed the  very  charter  which  is  now  violated  by 
his  successor;  and  the  other, when  (for  the  gen 
erous  purpose,  no  doubt,  of  allaying  Southern 
excitement)  he  pronounced  the  tariff  of  1828, 
to  be  constitutional:  but  I  presume  that  it  was 
not  for  these  abandonments  that  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  felt  it  his  pleasure  to  reproach  her. 

If  I  have  succeeded  in  showing  that  the  mere 
power  of  removal  does  not  draw  after  it  the 
right  of  control,  there  is  no  aspect  whatever  in 
which  the  course  of  the  Executive  in  relation 
to  the  public  deposites  can  be  sustained.  For 
argument  it  might  be  admitted  that  the  Treasu 
ry  is  an  Executive  Department,  and  nothing 
would  be  yielded  by  the  admission;  for  nothing 
can  be  more  fallacious  than  the  idea  that  the 
reference  of  any  duty  to  an  executive  officer, 
ipso  facto,  makes  it  executive  in  its  nature.  A 
mere  statute  cannot  make  that  an  executive 
function,  which  the  Constitution  and  common 
sense  declare  to  be  a  Legislative  one;  for  this 
would  enable  the  Legislature  to  distribute  the 
powers  of  Government  as  it  thought  proper, 
and  thus  to  change  at  pleasure  its  whole  theory 
and  structure:  when,  therefore,  Congress  as- 
signs duties  to  any  officer  of  the  Government, 
we  are  not  to  look  to  the  officer  to  learn  the 
nature  of  the  duty,  but  to  the  duty  itself  to  learn 
the  nature  of  the  service.  If  it  be  executive, 
he  must  perform  it  under  the  guidance  and  di- 
rection of  the  President;  if  legislative,  then 
faithfully,  according  to  law.  Now,  1  have  shown 
that  the  power  conferred  on  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  by  the  16th  section  of  the  United 
States  Bank  charter,  was  not  executive  in  its 
nature,  nor  designed  to  be  so  by  Congress: — 
hence  it  follows,  necessarily,  that  the  Presi- 
dent has  no  right  directly  to  control  its  perfor- 
mance— and  if  not  directly,  he  may  not  do  it 
indirectly,  for  this  would  lead  to  the  extraordina- 
ry consequence,  that  he  may  assume  powers 
not  granted,  by  abu-ing  those  conferred. 

But  a  new  and  sovereign  panacea  has  been 
discovered  for  all  those  evils,  and  for  the  cure 
of  the  deep  and  dangerous  wounds  they  would 
otherwise  inflict  on  the  Constitution.  "  The 
President  is  bound  to  see  that  the  laws  are  faith- 
fully executed  ;" — aid,  I  pray  you  sir,  to  tell 
me,  what  would  have  been  the  effect  of  the  full 
exercise  of  this  power,  under  a  plain,  fair,  and 
common- sense  construction  of  it-^ou  the  ques- 


tion now  under  consideration  ?  The  bank  char- 
ter of  1816  is  a  law,  and  the  16th  section  is  a 
part  of  it,  and  the  same  obligation  exists  «  faith- 
fully to  execute'  that  provision  as  any  other  por- 
tion of  it:  but  that  provision  confers  on  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  a  discretion — a  discre- 
tion for  the  wise  exercise  of  which,  as  has  been 
said  before,  he  is  made  responsible,  not  to  the 
President,  but  to  CongTess--and  the  Piesidei  t 
in  faithfully  executing  the  law  was  bound,  in- 
instead  of  subjecting  it  to  his  own  will,  to 
shield  it  from  the  slightesl  invasion  or  molesta- 
tion. But  this  is  not  the  reading  of  the  Consti- 
tution in  the  school  of  modern  construction. 
A  "faithful  execution  of  the  laws"  is  now  read 
to  mean  a  "  wise  execution  of  the  laws;"  and  a 
simple  ministerial  duty,  elevated  to  the  dignity 
of  a  judicial  function.  I  will  not  consume  the 
time  of  the  House  in  exposing  the  fallacy  and 
mischief  of  such  a  doctrine.  I  have  heard  iis 
annunciation  with  sincere  apprehension  and 
alarm,  but  I  cannot  be  brought  to  believe  that 
it  v  ill  outl  ve  the  present  extraordinary  crisis, 
in  which  an  appeal  to  it  has  been  found  neces- 
sary. A  kindred  pretension,  "the  general  wel- 
fare," under  the  darkness  and  obscurity  of 
which,  the  rights  of  the  States  were  heretofore 
alarmed  and  invaded,  is  exploded  and  abandon- 
ed. I  trust  tliat  this  will  soon  follow  its  fate, 
and  that  one  common  oblivion  will  rest  on  both. 
If,  however,  it  shall  survive,  then  shall  I  reckon 
the  days  of  our  Constitution  as  numbered — all  its 
checks  and  balances  as  lost  and  destroyed — and 
all  the  powers  of  the  Government,  as  hastening 
in  rapid  confusion  to  be  swallowed  in  the  wide 
and  engulphing  vortex  of  executive  discre- 
tion. 

Mr.  Speaker  : — I  have  now  closed  the  inves- 
tigation of  this  question  in  its  relation  to  the 
Constitution,  and  the  principles  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  have  viewed  it  in  those  relations  simplv, 
separate  and  apart  from  persons  or  party.  I  have 
not  charged,  I  have  not  designed  to  charge  the 
present  Chief  Magistrate  with  corrupt  motives 
or  bad  intentions;  but  the  purity  of  his  purpos 
cannot  change  the  nature  of  the  a«t  itself,  nor  , 
counteract  its  legitimate  and  necessary  conse- 
quences; and  long  after  Andrew  Jackson  shall 
have  passed  from  the  busy  and  tumultuous 
scenes  of  life,  and  history  done  impartial  jus- 
tice to  his  motives,  the  power  now  claimed  will 
be  a  staff  in  the  hands  of  wdy  ambition,  conduc- 
ting it  along  the  path  which  leads  over  pros- 
trate liberty  to  absolute  power. 
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Here  I  might  stop  ;  for  solemnly  impressed 
with  the  truth  of  what  I  have  advanced,  I  am 
bound  by  every  consideration  of  honor  and  du- 
ty to  defend  the  Constitution  from  the  dangers 
which  threaten  it.  But,  since  I  am  up,  I  hope 
to  be  permitted  to  take  a  cursory  view  of  the 
Secretary's  reasons  for  the  act  which  has  been 
done,  and  some  considerations  connected  with 
them. 

I  will  not  enter  on  a  labored  argument,  to 
show  that  the  deposite  of  the  public  money  in 
the  bank  constituted  a  portion  of  the  contract 
entered  into  between  it  and  the  Government, 
to  be  observed  in  candor  and  good  faith. 
The  country  must  perceive  that  had  it  not  been 
so  intended,  it  would  not  have  formed  one  of 
the  provisions  of  the  charter  itself,  but  have 
been  the  subject  of  a  separate  and  independent 
statute i  and  that  otherwise,  the  20th  section 
would  have  provided  the  payment  of  a  bonus  of 
a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  in  consideration  of 
the  exclusive  privileges  conferred  by  the  act, 
and  not  in  consideration  of  the  "exclusive  pri- 
vileges and  benefits"  conferred.  I  need  do  no 
more  on  this  point  than  to  quote  the  Secretary 
against  himself,  for  while  he  asserts  that  his  or- 
der removing  the  deposites  "can  in  no  event  be 
regarded  as  a  violation  of  the  contract  with  the 
stockholders,  nor  impair  any  right  secured  to 
them  by  the  charter;"  he  again  declares  that 
"the  faith  of  the  United  States  is  pledged  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  the  section  quoted  above 
that  the  public  money  shall  be  deposited  in  this 
bank,  unless  the  Secretary  ofthe  Treasury  shall 
otherwise  order  and  direct,  and  as  this  agree- 
ment has  been  entered  into  by  Congress  in  be- 
half of  the  United  States,  the  place  of  deposite 
could  not  be  changed  by  a  legislative  act  with- 
out disregarding  a  pledge  which  the  legislature 
has  given."  To  whom  is  the  "faith"  of  the 
United  States  "pledged?"  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury?  Congress  pledging  its  faith  to  its 
own  agent  and  servant?  No,  sir,  but  Congress, 
one  of  the  contracting  parties,  pledges  its  faith 
to  the  bank,  the  other  contracting  party;  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  made  the  com- 
mon trustee  of  both  in  its  execution. 

The  relation  established  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  bank  by  the  16th  Section  ofthe 
charter,  is  a  fina?icial  one,  and  its  superinten- 
dence is  confided  to  the  financial  officer  of  the 
Government.  It  would  therefore  seem  but  ra- 
tional that  financial  reasons  and  considerations 
should  govern  his. conduct.;  and  where  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  has  found  authority  to 
constitute  himself  the  general  censor  ofthe  bank, 
or  the  political  monitor  of  Congress,  1  am  unable 
to  conceive.  By  what  means  of  official  informa 
tion  can  he  pronounce  the  bank  guilty  of  inter 
ference  with  the  politics  and  elections  of  the 
country  ?  The  charge  may  be  true — it  may, 
moreover,  well  justify  the  issue  of  a  scire  facias, 
or  a  refusal  of  recharter.  I  stand  here  as  no  apo 
logist  for  the  bank— but  I  utterly  deny  the  right 
ot  the  Secretary  to  investigate  or  pass  judgment 
on  them.  What  would- be  thought  of  the  civil 
Engineer  who,  being  charged  with  the  duty  of 
1  seating  an  improvement  along  a  given  direction, 


unless  he  should  think  another  more  eligible, 
should  make  the  change,  and  rt  ssign  as  his  rea- 
son, that  the  one  originally  Proposed,  passed 
through  a  population  opposed  to  a  particular 
"  succession"  to  the  Presidency?  or,  what  of  the 
subaltern  military  officer  who,  in  time  of  war, 
being  ordered  with  men  and  munitions  to  occu- 
py a  particular  post,  and  there  to  remain,  unless 
in  his  judgment,  it  became  advisable  to  remove 
them  to  another,  should  order  the  removal,  and 
assign  as  his  reason,  that  the  abandoned  post 
was  opposed  to  the  war  and  the  administration 
which  conducted  it?  and  especially,  what,  if,  as 
in  the  present  instance,  the  shaft  of  the  enemy, 
which  was  designed  for  the  refractory  post,  should 
glance  and  sink  deep  in  the  heart  of  the  countrj'? 
Sir,  the  bank  may  be  sunk  irretrievably  deep  in 
all  guilt,  moral,  and  political:  but  let  her  enjoy 
the  privilege  secured  to  the  vilest  criminal  ofthe 
land — let  her  at  least,  suffer  and  die  according 
to  law.  Had  the  public  money  been  unsafe  in 
her  custody,  the  financial  interest  of  the  coun- 
try would  have  required  the  financial  officer  of 
the  Government  to  remove  them;  had  she  fail- 
ed or  refused  to  transmit  the  funds  from  place 
to  place  to  meet  the  demands  of  Government, 
the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Government  would 
have  been  stopt,  and  it  would  have  been  the 
duty  of  its  financial  officer  to  select  another  and 
more  faithful  agent;  had  she  violated  any  of 
the  duties  pertaining  to  her  fiscal  agency,  the 
immediate  removal  ofthe  deposites,  would  have 
been  just,  proper,  and  necessary.  But  has  any 
default  in  these  respects  been  charged  upon 
her? 

Sir,  the  Secretary  has  not  assigned  to  Con- 
gress one  solitary  financial  reason  for  his  con- 
duct. He  has  thrown  aside  his  leger,  and  seizing 
on  the  political  pamphlets  and  newspapers  of 
the  day;  has  proceeded,  in  a  few  hours  after  he 
entered  on  the  duties  of  his  office,  to  pass  poli- 
tical condemnation  on  the  bank,  and  to — do 
what  sir?  inflict  the  punishment  called  for  by 
retributive  justice?  In  this  country  we  have 
been  used  to  see  the  punishment  suited  to  the 
offence,  the  remedy  to  the  disease,  the  antidote 
to  the  poison;  but  the  modern  Secretary  has 
discovered  that  political  imtemperance  may  be 
cooled  by  relentless  persecution,  and  a  bank's 
^capacity  to  loan  money,  enlarged  by  withdraw- 
ing money  from  its  vaults.  What  evil  has  been 
cured— what  error  corrected—  wh  »t  beneficial 
result  secured,  by  the  removal  ofthe  deposites? 
None,  sir — not  a  solitary  one;  and  the  fact  furn- 
ishes incontestable  proof  that  the  remedy  selec- 
ted was  totally  inadequate  and  inappropriate; 
and  I  submit  it  to  the  country,  if  it  did  not  be- 
hoove the  Pres;dent  ofthe  United  States  calmly 
and  dispassionately  to  calculate  the  cost  before 
he  risked  so  great  and  hazardous  an  experiment. 
Ought  he  not  to  have  calculated  the  heavy  loss 
to  the  Government  in  the  deterioration  of  her 
seven  millions  of  stock,  and  in  the  diminution 
of  her  future  dividends?  Ought  he  not  to  have 
foreseen  the  almost  certain  deficit  in  the  impost 
revenue  of  the  Government  from  the  natural 
and  necessary  despondency  and  stagnation  of 
commercial  enterprise  ?    From  the  daily  intelli- 
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tions,  I  hazard  but  little  in  saying  that  the  reve- 
nue for  twelve  months  to  come  will  fall  one-thir." 
short  of  that  of  the  twelve  months  past;  and  as 
the  President  himself  has  informed  us  th  it  the 
ordinary  receipts  would  barely  defray  the  pro 
bable  expenditures,  I  see  nothing-  before  us  but 
what  I  look  on  with  dismay,  an  increase  of  tht 
Tariff.  Above  all,  sir,  did  it  not  behoove  the 
President,  when,  instead  of  suffering1  the  banV 
to  expire  in  peace,  and  allowing"  the  people 
time  to  prepare  for  the  event,  he  resolved  on 
this  instantaneous  and  hair-trigger  experiment, 
to  foresee  the  alarm  and  dismay  it  would  pro 
duce,  and  the  wide-spread  misery  and  ruin  ii 
must  infallibly  inflict  on  this  hitherto  prosperous 
and  happy  country?  Ought  he  not  to  have 
foreseen  this,  knowing  as  he  did  that  the  bank 
was  "a  hard  master,  reaping-  where  he  had  no' 
sown  and  gathering-  where  he  had  not  strewed?" 
The  more  patiently  and  earnestly  I  have 
examined  the  Secretary's  reasons,  the  more 
irresistibly  has  the  conviction  fastened  itself  on 
my  mind,  that  other,  and  more  urgent  reasons, 
must  have  existed  for  the  adoption  of  such  a 
measure  than  those  assigned  in  his  report.  1 
cannot,  if  I  would,  believe  that  these  alone  could 
have  led  to  a  system  of  policy  so  momentous, 
hazardous,  and  untried.  They  are  totally  in- 
sufficient. 

Evidence  is  not  wanting  to  show  that  other 
reasons  did  exist;  the  history  of  th:s  question 
furnishes  it  abundantly:  but  I  feel  impelled  by 
duty,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  and  country  to  the  testimony 
of  William  J.  Duane,  the  late  Secre'ary  of  the 
Treasury  himself,  who  was  evicted  from  office 
because,  in  relation  to  ths  very  questian,  he 
could  not  force  his  discretion  to  conform  itself 
to  another  man's  judgment. 

He  informs  us,  that  the  President  of  the 
United  Sta'es,  declared  to  him,  th<t  he  would 
not  resort  to  'he  writ  of  scire  facias,  because 
the  courts  were  committed  and  prejudiced  tri 
bunals, — and  further,  that  he  would  not  await 
the  judgment  and  action  of  Congress,  because, 
had  the  last  Congress  been  permitted  to"  set  one 
week  longer,  a  sufficient  number  of  its  members 
would  have  been  bribed  by  the  bank  to  secure 
a  vote  of  two-thirds  for  its  recharter;  and  that 
if  he  did  not  remove  the  deposites  beforehand, 
the  same  would  be  the  case  with  the  Congress 
now  in  session.  This  is  the  solemn  declaration 
of  a  man  of  spotless  truth  and  honor,  made  to 
his  country  in  the  most  public  manner,  and  un- 
der the  most  imposing  circumstances,  and  now 
standing  a  portion  of  recorded  history,  unim- 
peached  and  uncontradicted.  Yes,  Mr.  Speak 
er,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  but 
sixty  days  before  the  sessb  n  of  Congress,  in 
opposition  to  the  advice  of  his  constitutional 
advisers,  assumes  the  responsibility  of  doing 
wrong  himself,  to  save  the  representatives  of 
the  people  from  apprehended  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption! And  who  is  it  utters  this  sentiment, 
so  injurious  to  us,  so  injurious  to  the  character 
of  free   representative  government?      Is  it  the 


gence  received  from  England  and  elsewhere, 
of  countermanded  orders  and  restricted  opera- 
believes,  that  our  present  Chief  Magistrate, 
left  to  the  influences  of  his  own  heart  and  sense 
of  justice,  would  have  cherished  such  a  thought? 
Sir,  his  ears  have  been  poisoned  and  his  confi- 
dence abused; — with  high  and  excitable  pas- 
sions, warm  enmities,  and  ardent  attachments, 
it  has  be*  n  his  misfortune  to  be  surrounded  by 
those,  who  have  fed  his  passions,  enflamed  his 
enmities,  and  claimed  for  themselves  all  his  at- 
tachment and  confidence;— wretches,  who, 
with  the  hollow  profession  on  their  lips  of  de- 
votion to  him  and  his  glory,  harbor  in  their 
hearts  no  other  design  but  their  own  advance- 
ment, and  that  of  a  particular  "succession," 
under  whose  auspices  they  may  retain  their 
power  and  place.  This  opinion  is  not  careless- 
ly or  inconsiderately  hazarded.  I  have  not 
been  an  altogether  inattentive  observer  of  men 
and  events,  since  I  reached  here;  to  my  judg- 
ment, it  is  sustained  by  abundant  testimony; 
and  I  express  it,  standing  here  on  my  repre- 
sentative responsibility,  and  with  all  the  earnest- 
ness of  religious  belief:  the  conviction  has 
given  me  no  ordinary  pain,  for  I  have  been  a 
zealous  supporter  of  many  of  the  measures  of 
the  present  administration;  and  whenever  I  have 
reflected  on  the  triumph  with  which  it  came  in- 
to power,  and  the  glory  and  success  of  its 
earlier  measures,  and  contrasted  them  with  the 
g-loom  and  melancholy  which  now  pervade  the 
country,  I.  hare  invariably  turned  with  mourn- 
ful recollection  to  the  history  of  the  reign  of 
Queen  A.nne,  of  England.  The  sun  of  her 
glory  rose  with  spotless  lustre,  and  unmixed 
success  at' ended  her  measures  whether  of  dis- 
tant achievement  or  domestic  government;  un- 
til, in  an  evil  hour,  she  was  tempted  to  hearken 
to  a  voice  charging  upon  others  bribery  and 
corruption;  until  disregarding  the  counsels  of 
her  constitutional  advisers,  she  yielded  her  con- 
fidence to  the  maid  of  the  bed-chambers  and 
elevated  Ha' ley  to  office;  then  it  was,  that  a 
magic  change  passed  over  her  fortunes;  then  it 
was  that  internal  dissentions  distracted  her  do- 
mestic councils;  the  brilliant  achievements  of 
Marlborough  were  arrested  in  mid-career,  and 
the  inglorious  treaty  of  Utrecht  followed;  and 
then  it  was  that  miscarriage  and  defeat  tracked 
the  progress  of  all  her  measures,  and  the  sun 
which  had  risen  in  glory  went  down,  if  not  in 
gl  am,  certainly  without  splendor. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  yield  to  no  gentleman  on  the 
floor,  in  candid  and  steadfast  opposition  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States;  and  I  have  sought 
with  anxious  solicitude  for  some  course  by 
which  the  errors  of  the  Executive  might  be  cor- 
rected separate  and  apart  from  all  considera- 
tions connected  with  the  bank:  but  there  is  no 
such  course.  The  only  mode  of  correction  left 
us  is  legally  to  undo  that  which  has  been  ille- 
gally done.  Do  this,  and  executive  encroach- 
ment is  rebuked,  the  Constitution  and  laws  vin- 
dicated, and  justice  and  the  public  faith  pre- 
served :  but  do  it  n  t,  and  a  precedent  is  en- 
grafted on   our  Constitution  which  all  future 


generous,high-minded, chivalrous  soldier?  Who  time  cannot  eradicate  or  erase,  and  which  in  jts 
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operations  must  eventually  change  the  action 
and  character  of  the  Government. 

I  have  none,  not  the  slightest  apprehension,  of 
benefitting  the  bank  by  restoring  the  deposites; 
and  I  declare  to  you,  sir ,  that  [  have  heard  the 
watch-cry  of  "recharter,"  which  has  been  rung 
through  this  Honse  and  the  country,  not  only 
with  indgnation ,  but  disgust.  It  is  a  false,  and 
insincere  appeal  to  the  honest  and  well  founded 
prejudices  of  the  public;  and  it  is  only  neces- 
sary for  the  device  to  be  detected,  that  the 
weakness  of  the  cause  intended  to  be  sustained 
by  it,  may  be  exposed.  This  apprehension, 
instead  of  i >eing  true,  has  not  even  plausibility 
to  sustain  it.  My  colleague  (Mr.  P.)  says  tru- 
ly, when  he  says,  that  the  question  of  rec  carter 
will  be  lost  in  this  House  by  a  majority  of  forty 
votes.  A  large  majority  of  the  entire  represen- 
tation south  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line  is  in 
favor  of  restoring  the  deposites,  and  of  the  whole 
number  there  is  not  one  in  five  favorable  to  a 
recharter.  this  majority  is  composed  of  men 
wh->  yield  to  none  in  this  counhv,  in  their  de- 
votion to  the  cause  of  State  rights  and  strict 
construction.  But  is  this  all  ?  Why,  sir,  the 
President  is  opposed  to  a  recharter;  the  Vice 
President  is  opposed  to  a  recharter;  this  House 
is  opposed  to  a  recharter;  and  still  we  hear 
nothing  but  the  cries  of  "  recharter"  and  "bat- 
tle of  New  Orleans"  How  is  t'us?  will  the 
people — can  the  people — be  decei/ed  by  such 
delusive  and  unfounded  issues  ?  For  one,  I 
rejoice,  and  congratulate  the  country,  that  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  has  put  it  in  our 
power  to  decide  and  thus  remove  this  separate 
issue.  I  ti»  ink  the  hon.  gentle  nan  from  Ten- 
nessee (Mr.  Polk)  for  the  first  resolution  which 
accompanies  his  report,  and  I  hope  that  we  will 
decide  it  promptly;  and  after  having  decided 
that  "the  bank  shall  not  be  rechartered,"  I 
trust  in  God  that  we  shall  be  able  to  approach 
the  consideration  of  the  real  questions  involved 
in  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  relieved  from 
false  alarms,  and  divested  of  unjust  prejudices. 
I  trust  that  then,  oi  r  hearts  may  not  only  open 
to  the  truth,  but  will  expand  with  sympathy, 
for  the  distress  and  ruin  which  pervade  the 
land. 

As  to  the  existence  of  distress,  wide  spread, 
unaffected,  deep  distress,.! here  is  note  no  doubt; 
on  tiiis  point  at  least,  the  day  of  scepticism  has 
passed: — and  sir,  permit  me  moat  respectfully 
to  ask,  if  it  is  b.-comiug  in  Congress,  to  answer 
the  prayers  of  a  distressed  and  suffering  people 
for  relief,  by  learned  arguments  to  prove  that 
the  distress  was  inflicted  by  the  bank  and  not 
the  l'res:dent.  Sir,  I  care  not  how  it  has  been 
produced:  sufficient  is  it  for  me  to  know  that 
it  exists,  and  that  it  is  in  our  power  to  relieve  it, 
without  the  violation  of  any  duty  which  we  owe 
to  God,  man,  or  the  Constitution.  Party  shall 
not  rise  up  to  obstruct  me  in  the  performance 
of  so  solemn  and  holy  a  service;  and  in  this  re 
solution  1  call  on  my  honorable  colleague  for 
his  co-operation  and  support.  —I  call  on  him  to 
aid  me  in  restoring  the  deposites,  and  thus,  re- 
store to  his  country  its  alarmed  and  banished 
confidence,  restore  its  business  and  enterprise 


to  their  wonted  channels,  restore,  at  least  for  a 
period  of  twenty-four  months/its  usual  prosperi- 
ty and  happiness.  I  call  on  him  with  confidence, 
for  most  surely  he  will  not  sustain  a  measure 
which  he  thinks  "unwise,  ill-timed  and  inex- 
pedient," at  the  expense  of  the  general  tran- 
quillity, welfare,  and  happiness  of  his  country. 

My  text  then  is,  sir,  restoration  of  the  depo- 
sites--no  recharter  of  the  bank;  a  rescue  and  vin- 
dication of  the  Legislature  from  the  spirit  of 
executive  encroachment,  and  a  rescue  and  vin- 
dication of  the  Constitution  from  legislative  usur- 
pation. My  eloquent  colleague  (Mr.  Gordon) 
who  presented  the  resolutions  of  Virginia  justly 
said,  that  the  advocates  of  her  ancient  principles, 
the  party  to  which  he  and  myself  belong,  the 
old  party  of  State  rights  and  strict  construction, 
had  long  stood,  and  were  now  standing,  on  a 
"narrow  isthmus."  It  was  a  most  felicitous  and 
appropriate  expression ,  for  while  the  waves  of 
legislative  invasion  have  broken  over  us  on  one 
hand,  the  silent  but  deep  and  rushing  current 
of  executive  encroachment  on  the  other,  has 
been  underminingand  carrying  away  the  very 
foundation  on  which  we  stood.  But  a  kind  and 
merciful  Providence  will  still  the  waves,  bring 
light  out  of  darkness,  and  shield  the  faithful. 
Already,  if  I  mistake  not,  is  the  sun-light  of 
truth  breaking  asunder  the  clouds  and  dark- 
ness which  prejudice  and  error  have  hung 
around  our  "isthmus;"  and  the  spirit  of  State 
rights  and  strict  construction,  waking  from  her 
long  sleep,  rouses  herself  to  action,  and  shakes 
off"  the  apathy  and  slumber  which  have  so 
long  bound  her  in  inglorious  repose.  Then,  in 
the  language  of  encouragement ,  I  will  say  to 
my  colleague, 

"  Who  that  views  the  narrow  span  of  earth, 

The  isthmus  'twixt  two  boundless  seas, 
Willdes<-rt  the  spot  or  leave  it  bare. 
When  he  may  build  a  proud  temple  there." 
Mr.  MOORE  rose  and  said:  I  did  not  ima- 
gine, Mr.  Speaker,  that  any  circumstance 
could  have  occurred,  which  would  have  indu- 
ced me  again  to  have  obtruded  any  remarks  of 
mine  upon  the  attention  of  this  House,  in  re- 
ference to  the  much-agitated  question  of  the 
removal  of  the  public  deposites,  in  any  shape  in 
which  it  could  have  been  presented  for  our 
consideration.  Having  discharged  what  I  con- 
sidered a  duty  to  my  constituents,  at  an  early  pe- 
riod of  the  session,  by  declaring  the  motives 
which  would  govern  my  vote  upon  that  ques- 
tion, it  was  my  purpose  to  have  remained  a 
silent  and  attentive  observer  of  the  progress  of 
the  debate,  until  it  should  be  brought  to  a  ter- 
mination It  is  with  extreme  reluctance,  sir, 
that  I  now  relinquish  that  purpose.  But,  sir, 
the  remarks  of  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Patton,) 
who  addressed  this  House  on  Monday  last, 
]  when  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Vir- 
jginia  were  presented,  have  left  me  no  alterna- 
tive. It  is  known  to  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  not  to 
the  members  of  this  Ho;ise,  generally,  that  Go- 
jvemor  Floyd,  whose  conduct  has  been  so  se- 
verely criticised  by  my  colleague,  (Mr.  P.,)  is  a 
citizen  of  the  district  which  I  have  the  hanor  to 
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represent  on  this  floor.  And,  sir,  considering 
it  my  duty  to  defend  every  citizen  of  that  dis 
trict  against  all  encroachments  upon  his  rights, 
which  may  be  attempted  in  this  place  :  and 
regarding  the  right,  the  exercise  of  which  is  de- 
nied to  my  constituent,  as  not  only  of  inapprecia- 
ble value  to  him,  but  one  which  ought  to  be  se 
cured  to  every  citizen  of  the  United  States.  1 
feel  boun  1  to  trespass,  for  a  short  time,  upoi 
your  patience.  What,  sir,  is  the  right,  the  ex 
ercise  of  which  is  to  be  denied  to  Governo 
Floyd?  It  is,  sir,  the  liberty  of  speech,  a  glori 
ous  privilege,  which  I  have  been  taught  to  re- 
gard as  the  birth-right  of  every  American  citi- 
zen. 

Let  it  not  be  pretended,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  1 
am  attempting  to  give  to  this  matter  a  factitious 
importance.  There  is  but  too  much  reason  tc 
be  alarmed  at  the  disposition  which  has  been 
manifested  to  encroach  upon  the  rights  of  the 
people ,  and  to  curtail  the  liberty  of  speech 
Were  you  not  struck,  sir,  when  an  objectior 
was  made,  a  short  time  since,  by  a  member  ol 
this  House,  to  the  printing  of  a  memorial  ol 
some  of  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  disrespectful  to  the  Govern 
merit  and  the  President,  with  the  exact  similari- 
ty, if  not  the  identity  of  the  language,  in  which 
that  objection  was  stated,  with  that  of  the  fa- 
mous, or  rather  the  infamous,  Sedition  Law: 
Let  me,  sir,  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
one  section  of  that  law. 

"Sue.  II.  And  be  it  further  enae'ed,  That  if, 
any  person  shall  write,  print,  utter,  or  publish, 
or  shall  cause  or  procure  to  be  written,  printed, 
uttered,  or  published,  or  shall  knowingly  and 
Willingly  assist,  or  aid,  m  writing,  printing,  ut- 
tering, or  publishing,  any  false,  scandalous,  and 
malicious  writing,  or  writings,  against  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  or  either  House 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  or  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  with  intent  to  de- 
fame the  said  Government,  or  either  House  of 
the  said  Congress,  or  the  said  President,  or  to 
bring  them,  or  either  of  them,  into  contempt  or 
disrepute;  or  to  excite  against  them,  or  either  or 
any  of  them,  the  hatred  of  the  good  people  of  the 
United  Sta  es,  or  to  stir  up  sedition  within  the 
United  States;  or  to  excite  any  unlawful  combi- 
nations therein,  for  opposing  or  resisting  any 
law  of  the  United  States,  or  any  act  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  done  in  pursuance  of 
any  such  law,  or  of  the  powers  in  him  vested  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  or  to  re- 
sist, oppose,  or  defeat  any  such  law  or  act;  or 
to  aid,  encourage,  or  abet,  any  hostile  designs  of 
any  foreign  nation  against  the  United  States, 
their  people  or  governments,  then  such  person, 
being  thereof  convicted,  before  any  Court  of  the 
United  States,  having  jurisdiction  thereof,  shall 
be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  two  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  by  imprisonment  not  exceed- 
ing two  years." 

1  think  sir,  that  all  who  heard  the  objection 
made  to  printing  the  Penn.  memorial,  wiii  agree 'ground  of  comprint,  if  there  was  notl.mg  in 
that  the  gentleman  who  made  it,  must  have, the  letter  disrespectful  to  them?  Surely  not, 
been  well' acquainted,  not  only  with  the  spirit, !  sir.  And  1  tin  icruke  to  affirm,  that  there  is 
but  with  the  language  of  this  notorious  and  de-(n  nhing  in  the  letter  which  could  appear  •bjec- 


testable  law.  Sir,  when  that  objection  was 
nade,  I  almost  began  to  apprehend  that  this- 
obnoxious  law  was  to  be  revived,  and  its  penal- 
ties enforced  against  a  portion  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  I  was  gratified  to  find  some 
of  the  representatives  from  the  old  republican 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  who  were  near  me  on 
that  occasion,  manifested  a  feeling  worthy  of 
the  State  from  which  they  came.  And,  sir,  if 
the  objection  had  not  been  withdrawn,  I  think 
some,  at  least,  if  not  all,  of  the  representatives 
of  that  State,  would  have  shown,  that  they  were 
worthy  of  their  ancestors,  who  stood  by  our 
fathers  in  the  great  struggle  of  the  Revolution) 
and,  again,  in  the  dark  hour  of  1798,  to  main- 
tain the  rights  which  they  had  purchased  with 
their  blood. 

Now,  \!r.  Speaker,  it  is  no  longer  the  people 
of  Pennsylvania,  but  a  citizen  of  Virginia,  the 
chief  magistrate  of  that  ancient  commonwealth, 
who  is  to  be  deprived  of  his  rights  and  privile 
ges,  and  it  becomes  my  duty,  both  as  a  Virginian 
and  as  the  immediate  representative  of  the  per- 
son whose  rights  have  been  infringed  upon,  to 
stand  up  in  his  defence. 

What,  sir,  is  the  act,  for  which  the  G  ver- 
nor  of  Virginia  has  been  held  up  here  b  fore 
ihz  representatives  >;t  this  nation,  m.t  only  to 
the  censure,  but  to  the  scorn  and  cur.  emptand 
derision  of  mankind,  by  having  his  c  rduct 
compared  to  that  of  a  wretched  mid-man,  a 
miserable  maniac  ?  Why,  sir,  it  is  said  that 
when  he  forwarded  the  resolution*  of  t!  e  Le- 
gislature of  Virginia,  which  are  now  before  usy 
iie  had  the  presumption  to  accom,  any  them 
with  a  letter,  in  which  he  has  had  the  unparal- 
leled effrontery  to  ex  rcss  his  hopes,  as  to  the 
course  which  the  representatives  from  Virginia 
will  pursue  in  reference  lu  the  subject  to  which 
the  resolutions  reive.  Yes,  sir,  this  is  the  head 
and  Iron',  the  sum  ml  substance  of"  his  •  fiend- 
mg.  Nay,  sir,  it  was  .ot  so  much,  for  yo;i  will 
perce've  From  an  examination  of  the  1  t"er,  that 
tlie  Governor  merely  sajs:  "It  is  hoped,  &c" 
But,  sir,  granting  that  he  has  been  so  forgetful 
of  our  digniti/,  as  to  express  his  hope  ,  a*  to 
whit  c  mrse  we  may  pursue;  is  there  any  thing* 
so  unusual  or  improper  in  that,  th<«t  he  should 
be  arraign  d  for  it  here  ?  I  had  supposed,  sir, 
that  it  was  not  only  u  ual,  but  that  u  was  the 
invariable  practice  of  the  Governors  <>i  the  se- 
veral States,  when  f  rwarding  similar  i evolu- 
tions to  the  representatives  ol  their  Sia-.sm  this 
body,  to  accompany  them  with  letters  <  f  their 
own.  Ami,  sir,  1  presume  it  is  not  unusual  for 
them  to  ex,  rcss  their  own  views  and  »»  ^bes  in 
their  letter?,  especi  -Jiy  when  they  are  ir.  exact 
accordance  with  those  expressed  in  the  resolu- 
tions which  ti.ey  are  to  accompany,  which, 
is  the  case  in  the  present  instance,  hut,  sir, 
suppose  Governor  Floyd  has  departed  in  some 
degree  from  what  is  usual  in  such  -taars,  had 
those    to  whom    his   letter  was  addressed,  any 
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tionable  even  to  the  most  fastidious,  so  far  as  it 
relates  to  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed. 

What  then,  sir,  let  me  ask  is  the  real  ground 
of  complaint  against  Gov.  Floyd's  letter?  It  is 
sir,  that  he  has  had  the  hardihood  to  offend 
against  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  sedition 
!•*,  by  expressing  his  sentiments  freely;  in  re- 
feience  to  the  conduct  of  this  Government  and 
iu  officers.  That  this  is  the  true  cause  of  com- 
plain', is  evident  not  only  from  the  remarks  of 
my  honorable  colleague,  but  from  certain  let- 
ter* which  we  have  lately  seen  in  the  public 
prints.  And,  sir,  it  remains  to  be  seen,  whe- 
ther or  not  a  citizen  of  Virginia,  is  now  to  be 
subjected  to  the  penalties  of  an  odious  law, 
long  since  stricken  from  our  statute  book,  at 
the  command  of  an  indignant,  and  insulted  peo- 
ple, for  having  dared  to  exercise  the  privilege 
of  a  freeman,  by  expressing  his  opinions  as  to 
the  conduct  of  our  public  agents. 

As  to  the  justice  or  injustice,  the  propriety 
or  impropriety  of  the  sentiments  expressed  by 
Gov.  Floyd,  I  have  nothing  to  say;  it  would  be 
improper  in  me  to  do  so  here,  if  I  had;  because 
sir,  this  House  has  not  a  right  to  hear  any  thing 
on  that  subject.  It  is  my  duty  as  his  represen- 
tative and  as  a  representative  of  the  State,  to 
take  care  that  he  is  not  deprived  of  his  rights, 
and  it  is  for  him  to  judge  when  and  how  he  will 
exercise  them. 

Mr.  Speaker,  permit  me  to  suggest  to  my 
honorable  colleague,  (Mr.  Patton,)  that  if  it 
was  proper  for  him  to  introduce  Gov.  Floyd's 
letter  into  this  House,  and  to  make  it  a  subject 
of  animadversion,  and  of  serious  complaint;  he 
ought,  in  pursuance  of  the  rule  he  laid  down  a 
tew  days  ago,  (viz:  that  those  who  believed  that 
the  President  had  been  guilty  of  any  usurpation 
or  improper  conduct,  ought  to  impeach  him,  or 
at  least  move  for  an  investigation  into  his  con- 
duct )  to  have  demanded  that  Govern  r  Floyd 
should  be  arraigned  at  the  bar  of  this  House. 

You  know,  sir,  that  such  is  the  benificent 
spirit  of  our  laws,  that  even  the  meanest  culprit 
is  entitled  to  a  fair  trial,  to  be  confronted  with 
his  accusers,  and  to  be  heard  in  his  defence. 
And  surely,  sir,  Governor  Floyd  is  at  least" en- 
titled to  privileges,  which  cannot  be  denied  to 
the  vilest  criminal.  Let  me  ask  you,  sir,  let 
me  ask  every  Virginian,  (if  indeed  thty  can 
brook  the  i  lea  for  a  moment,)  what  sort  of  sen- 
sations it  would  create  in  their  bteasts,  to  see 
the  Governor  of  that  State  arraigned  at  the  bar 
of  this  House,  to  be  tried  for  an  offence  either 
real  or  imaginary?  Sir,  I  am  sure  they  would 
rather  see  this  splendid  fabric  rent  to  its  foun- 
dations, an  I  the  massy  materials  of  which  it  is 
composed,  ground  into  dust,  than  witness  so 
degrading  a  spectacle.  For  myself,  sir,  I  would 
rather  the  waves  of  the  ocean  should  roll  back 
upon  our  mountains,  and  blot  the  State  out  for- 
« ver  from  existence,  than  that  she  should  sub- 
mit t'»  such  ignominy  and  disgrace. 

M>  colleague  (Mr.  patton,)  wished  to  know 
»]iere  Governor  Floyd  got  the  right  to  express 
his  hopes  as  to  the  course  which  we  would  pur- 
sue, in  reference  to  any  matter  pending  before 
Copgresa,    Sir,  I  will  tell  you  where  he  got  it. 


He  got  it,  sir,  in  his  own  native  mountains  of 
Virginia,  where  the  people  are  as  free  as  the  air 
hey  breathe — as  free  as  the  eagle  whose  flight 
hey  are  taught  to  look  upon  in  their  infancy, 
•s  the  emblem  of  the  liberty  they  are  to  enjoy. 
Where,  sir,  the  genuine  spirit  of  liberty  is  in- 
laled  with  the  fist  breath  of  life.  And,  sir, 
let  me  tell  you,  that  although  I  cannot  claim  a 
very  intimate  acquaintance  with  Gov.  Floyd, 
[  know  him  to  be  a  man  of  such  unflinching 
firmness  and  so  resolutely  de'ermined  to  main- 
tain his  rights,  that  he  will  speak  his  sentiments 
it  every  hazard,  and  in  defiance  of  all  opposi- 
tion. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  should  be  pleased  to 
learn  how  it  has  happened,  that  my  colleague 
(Mr.  P.)  has  found  so  much  to  censure  in  Gov. 
Floyd's  having  presumed  to  express  his  hopes, 
whilst  similar  conduct  on  the  part  of  others, 
has  entirely  escaped  his  attention.  The  con- 
cluding sentence  of  the  Famous  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  communicating  to 
Congress  Ins  reasons  for  removing  the  public 
deposites  from  the  United  States'  Bank,  is  in 
these  words  :  "And  I  rely  with  confidence  on 
the  representatives  of  this  enlightened  nation, 
to  sustain  a  measure,  which  the  best  interests 
of  the  country  called  for,  and  which  had  be- 
come absolutely  necessary  to  preserve  untaint- 
ed its  pure  institutions,  and  to  secure  the  liber- 
ties and  happiness  of  the  people."  Now,  sir, 
1  might,  if  I  chose  to  follow  the  example  of  my 
colleague  (Mr.  P.)  ask,  where  did  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  get  the  right  to  express  his 
confidence,  or  the  want  of  it,  in  the  represen- 
rtives  of  the  nation  ?  and  who  buthoiized  him 
to  decide  what  was  necessary  to  secure  our 
free  insitutions,  and  to  secure  the  lioeities  and 
happiness  of  the  people?  When  1  fir/st  read 
this  part  of  the  Secretary's  letter,  which  seems 
to  have  escaped  the  attention  of  my  colleague, 
(M\  P.)  I  s.ispected  he  had  forgotten  himself, 
ind  supposed  that  he  was  the  President,  engag- 
ed in  writing  a  message.  But,  sir,  it  never  en- 
tered my  imagination,  that  the  Secretary  had 
been  guilty  of  any  serious  offence  in  that,  for 
which  he  should  be  subjected  to  the  penalties  of 
the  sedition  law. 

Again,  sir,  I  feel  some  curiosity  to  hear  upon 
what  principle,  or  in  what  manner,  my  colleague 
(Mr.  P.)  who  sees  so  much  to  condemn  in  Gov. 
Floyd's  having  undertaken  to  express  his  hopes, 
will  undertake  to  justify  his  own  remarks  upon 
the  memorial  from  the  citizens  of  Richmond, 
presented  some  time  ago,  upon  which  he  com- 
mented with  some  severity.  He  had  less  con- 
nexion with  the  memorialists  than  Gov.  Floyd 
has  with  the  representatives  of  Virginia  on  this 
Hoor.  They  were  not  his  constituents,  (which  I 
infer  from  the  practice  of  this  House,  as  I  have 
observed  it  in  repeated  instances  of  late,  would 
have  authorized  him  to  abuse  them  as  much  as 
he  pleased;)  nor  had  they  asked  him  to  commu- 
nicate their  memorial  to  Congress.  And,  sir, 
where  I  pray  you,  did  my  colleague  (Mr.  P.)  git 
the  right  to  animadvert  on  the  President's  ad- 
dress to  his  cabinet;  a  paper  which  the  Presi- 
dent refused  to  send  to  the  other  branch  of  Con* 
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gress,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  a  private  paper 
which  they  had  no  right  lo  call  for,  and  to  cha- 
racterize it  as  a  stump  speech?  Where  did  he 
get  the  right  to  make  the  remarks  he  did  on  the 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  ?  If  I 
were  disposed,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  treat  th  s  subject 
with  levity,  I  might  say,  that  my  colleague  (Mr. 
P.)  had  not  been  altogether  happy  in  appropriat- 
ing the  characters  in  the  Dutch  story  he  told  us 
the  other  day ;  he  had  but  two  actors  to  play 
three  parts;  he  made  the  President  play  the  parts 
of  both  the  Fulwilers,  and  Governor  Floyd  that 
of  Henry  Snider.  Now,  sir,  allow  me  to  sug- 
gest, tkat  'a  better  disposition  would  be,  to  let 
the  President  and  the  Governor  stand  for  the 
two  Fulwilers,  and  that  my  honorable  colleague 
shall  himself  fill  the  place  of  Henry  Snider.  And 
I  think,  sir,  that  all  must  agree  that  from  the 
readiness  my  colleague  has  manifested  to  con- 
demn others  for  that  which  he  is  so  ready  to  do 
"himself,  this  would  be  no  very  inappropriate  ar- 
rangement. And  I  am  satisfied  that  if  my  col- 
league (Mr.  P.)  has  been  adle  to  excuse  his 
own  acts  to  himself,  whilst  he  condemns  those  of 
the  President,  the  Governor  and  the  Legislature 
of  Virginia,  it  must  be,  as  it  was  with  Henry 
Snider,  (to  use  the  language  of  the  story,)  "  a 
tamned  dight  squeze."  And,  sir,  his  acquittal, 
like  Henry  Snider's  will  be  much  more  owing  to 
the  partiality  of  the  judge,  than  to  any  merit  on 
the  part  of  the  accused. 

It  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
the  disposition  to  which  I  have  alluded,  to  en- 
croach upon  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  to  de- 
prive them  of  the  liberty  of  speech,  should  be 
manifested  by  those  who  claim  to  be  the  exclu- 
sive friends  of  the  administratioa,  at  a  time  when 
the  Representatives  of  the  people,  and  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  States  in  the  other  branch  of 
Congress,  are  openly,  wantonly,  and  shamefully 
assailed,  with  charges  of  falsehood  and  corrup- 
tion by  presses  which  are  in  the  constant  receipt 
of  large  sums  of  money  out  of  the  public  Trea- 
sury— and  when  a  very  large  proportion  of  the 
people  themselves  are  insultingly  and  falsely 
charged  with  being  bought  up  by  the  bank!!! 

It  is  not  my  intention,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  go  in- 
to an  examination  of  the  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  legislature  of  Virginia,  or  a  defence  of  the 
principles  they  assert,  at  this  time.  It  would 
consume  too  much  of  your  time  were  I  to  do  so, 
and  I  have  not  had  time  to  examine  them  with 
that  care  to  which  (emanating  from  the  source 
they  do)  they  are  entitled  to  at  my  hands.  They 
may  not  be,  perhaps,  in  all  respects,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  opinions  which  I  entertain, 
but  I  have  too  much  respect  for  the  body  by 
whom  they  were  adopted,  lightly  to  set  up  my 
opinions  in  opposition  to  any  thing  they  assert. 
Happily,  sir,  no  delence  of  these  resolutions  can 
be  required  at  my  hands,  since  my  friend  and 
colleague,  (Mr.  Gohlson,)  who  has  just  address- 
ed this  House,  has  so  ably  and  eloquently  an- 
swered all  the  objections  which  have  been  urged 
against  them.  And,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  feel  that  I 
have  reason  to  felicitate  myself  upon  the  fact  that 
I  now  find  my  colleague  (Mr.  G.)  against  whom  I 
have  so  often  had  to  contend  upon  another  thea- 


tre, upon  questions  of  State  policy,  whose  power 
in  debate  I  have  so  often  experienced,  and  whose 
talents  I  have  so  much  reason  to  respect,  i  now 
arrayed  upon  the  same  side  of  the  question  which 
agitates  this  nation,  that  I  am.  And  I  have  ex- 
perienced the  highest  gratification  in  seeing  him 
so  prompt  (as  1  am  sure  he  will  always  be,)  to 
stand  up  in  defence  of  his  State  and  her  contti- 
tuted  authorities. 

1  must  be  permitted  to  express  some  astonish- 
ment that  my  colleague  (Mr.  Patton)  should, 
whilst  he  denies  all  right  to  the  Governorof  Vir- 
ginia, to  express  his  hopes  as  to  the  course  ho 
(Mr.  P.)  would  pursue,  in  reference  to  the  de- 
posite  question,  have  not  only  failed  to  object, 
but  have  expressly  admitted  the  right  of  the 
General  Assembly  to  express  its  opinions  and 
its  wishes  as  it  has  done  in  the  resolutions 
before  us.  I  imagine  it  would  be  as  difficult  to 
discover  where  the  legislature  got  its  right  to 
make  a  request  of  the  Representatives  of  the 
people  in  this  House,  to  pursue,  or  not  to  pur- 
sue, a  particular  course,  upon  any  matter  which 
may  come  before  them,  as  it  would  be  to  ascer- 
tain from  whence  Governor  Floyd  obtained  his 
right  to  express  his  hopes  of  a  similar  character. 
If  the  right  to  express  a  hope  as  to  the  course  wo 
may  pursue  is  confined  exclusively  to  our  con- 
stituents, then  I  presume  the  General  Assembly 
had  no  more  right  to  make  any  request  of  us 
than  the  Governor  had.  1  do  not  mean  to  deny 
the  right  of  the  legislature  to  express  its  wishes 
as  it  has  done — it  has  been  the  practice  for  it  to 
do  so  ever  since  this  Government  was  establish- 
ed ;  it  has  been  ascertained  by  experience  to  bi 
a  good  and  wholesome  practice.  So  far  from 
denying  the  right  of  the  legislature  to  make  such 
a  request,  I  hold  it  to  be  the  right  of.  evury  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  from  the  Governor  of 
a  State  to  the  humblest  individual  in  society,  to 
make  known  his  sentiments,  his  hopes  and  wish- 
es, to  the  Representatives  of  the  people  on  this 
floor,  at  all  times,  with  unreserved  freedom,  pro- 
vided he  does  not  treat  thorn  with  disrespect. — 
And,  sir,  whenever  this  right  is  denied,  restrict- 
ed, or  questioned,  there  is  reason  to  apprehend 
that  the  liberties  of  this  country  are  in  danger. 

The  resolutions  adopted  by  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Virginia,  are  objected  to  by  my  col- 
league, (Mr.  Patton,)  on  the  ground  that,  by 
them,  the  settled  principles  of  the  State  are  aban- 
doned. In  what  that  abandonment  of  principle 
consists,  I  confess  my  utter  inab  lity  to  perceive 
or  comprehend.  And  with  all  imaginable  defer- 
ence to  his  better  judgment,  I  think  he  has  to- 
tally failed  to  sustain  his  objection  by  argument. 
His  principal  objection  appeared  to  be  to  the 
preamble  of  the  resolutions,  which  asserts,  that 
"the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  deem  it  of  the 
utmost  importance,  that  the  power  to  control  tl.e 
public  revenue  should  be  made  to  abide,  in  prac- 
tice, where  it  has  been  vested  by  the  Constitution, 
in  the  immediate  Representatives  of  the  people, 
and  of  the  States,  in  Congress  assembled.  ' — 
What  principle,  I  ask,  sir,  has  Virginia  ever  as- 
serted which  contradicts  that  which  is  here  an- 
nounced ? 

I  venture  to  affirm,,  that  Virginia  never  has» 
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and  mverwill,  assert  any  principle  incompati- 
ble with  that  affirmed  in  this  preamble,  so  long 
as  she  professes  any  respect  for  the  principles 
i>ffr*e  government.  So  far  as  I  was  able  to 
comprehend  the  nature  of  the  objection  of  my 
colleague  (Mr.  P.)  to  this  preamble,  it  was, that 
it claWd  power  for  the  legislative  branch  of 
this  Government,  whilst  heretofore,  the  com- 
print* made  by  the  Genernl  Assembly  of  Vir- 
ginia have  been,  on  account  of  the  disposition 
which  hus  been  manifested  by  that  branch  as 
well  a»  the  other  branches  of  this  Government, 
to  usurp  powers  reserved  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  to  the  State  governments. 
That  Virginia  has  complained  of  the  acts  of  the 
legislative  branch  of  this  Government  as  well 
as  of  the  others,  and,  in  some  instances,  at 
least,  with  good  reason,  is  most  true;  but  does 
it  follow  that,  because  she  will  not  allow  the 
exercise  of  ail  power  to  this  Legislature,  that, 
therefore,  she  cannot  claim  for  it  anv  power 
whatever?  Still  more  extraordinary  would  the 
inference  be,  that  because  the  General  Assem- 
bly have  heretofore  denied  the  right  of  Con- 
gress to  exercise  certain  specified  power?,  that 
they  meant  to  contend  that  all  power  should  be 
phced  in  the  hands  of  the  Federal  Executive. 
And  yet  this  appears  to  be  substantially  the 
idea  contended  for  by  my  colli  ague,  in  his  at- 
tempt to  convict  the  General  Assembly  of  hav- 
ing abandoned  the  principles  of  theS'ate  — 
This  would  be  guarding  against  the  evils  of  a 
consolidated  government,  of  which  my  col- 
league stems  to  have  so  much  apprehension, 
with  a  \eogeance. 

A  slight  recurrence  to  the  principles  assum- 
ed by  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  in 
their  eel;  brated  resolutions  of  1793,  satisfies 
me,  that  the  principle  affirmed  by  this  pream- 
ble, is  not  only  not  contradictory,  but  is  in  ex 
act  accordance  with  those  so  solemnly  announ- 
ced u  on  that  occasion.  One  of  the  stmnges' 
objections  urged  against  the  alien  law,  was.thai 
it  violated  the  Constitution  of  the  U.  States, 
by  conferring  legislative  and  judicial,  as  wel! 
as  executive  poweis  upon  the  President.  The 
language  of  the  fifth  of  those  celebrated  re  so- 
lution   is  this-: 

"That  the  general  assembly  doth  particularly 
protest  against  the  palpable,  and  alarming  infrac- 
tions of  the  constitution,  in  the  two  late  cases  of 
the  " alien  and  sedition  acts,"  passed  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress;  the  first  of  which,  exercises 
a  power  no  whore  delegated  to  the  federal  go- 
vernment, and  whieh  by  uniting  legislative  and 
judicial  powers  to  those  of  executive,  subverts 
the  general  principles  of  free  government,  as 
well  as  the  particular  organization,  and  positive 
provisions  of  the  federal  constitution.  " 

.No«-,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  I  am  not  v<  ry  much 
mistaken,  it  is  admitted,  by  the  President  him- 
self, hi  his  address  to  hisCabinet.  in  his  "stump 
speech,  '  sir,  as  my  colleague  (Mr.  P.)  called 
ij;  and  in  this  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
IreoMir,,  (which  was  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent,) that  the  power  over  the  public  depo- 
sits properly  belongs  to  the  "Legislative  De- 
partment of  the  Government,"  but  it  is  con- 


tended by  them,  that  this  power  Was  transfer- 
red to  the  Executive  by  the  act  of  1816,  by 
which  the  U.  S.  Bank  was  chartered.  It  is 
obvious,  then,  that  the  objection  now  urged 
against  the  exercise  of  power  over  the  public 
revenue  by  the  Executive ,  is  identically  the 
same  with  that  urged  in  1798  against  the  alien 
law,  with  this  difference,  that  it  is  not  admitted 
that  there  has  been  any  such  grant  of  power  by 
the  legislative  branch  of  this  government  in  re- 
ference to  the  deposites,  as  there  undoubtedly 
was  by  the  alien  act.  I  do  not  hesitate,  then, 
sir,  to  say,  that  the  principle  asserted  in  the 
preamble  of  the  resolutions  from  Virginia,  is 
not  only  free  from  the  objection  which  has 
been  made  to  it,  but  that  it  is  one  of  the  "freat 
fundamental  principles  which  lies  at  the  bot- 
tom of  all  free  government,  and  the  only  sound 
republican  doctrine:  whilst  the  whole  argu- 
ment of  my  colleague,  (Mr.  P.,)  in  favor  of 
the  right  of  the  Executive  over  the  public  rev- 
enii",  is  founded  upon  the  principles  or  abso- 
lute despotism,  such  as  have  never  before  been 
contended  for  in  America,  or  even  in  England, 
since  the  expulsion  of  the  Stuarts  from  the 
throne. 

A  great  deal  w.<s  said  by  my  colleague  (Mr. 
P.)  in  reference  to  the  removal  of  the  late  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Duane)  from  of- 
fice, to  much  of  which  1  d  em  it  unnecessary 
to  reply.  The  principles  upon  which  this  part 
of  his  argument  was  based,  were  no',  I  be- 
lieve, very  different  fton  those  I  laid  down 
•nyself,  when  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  this 
House  some  observations  on  the  same  pour, 
some  lime  since,  but  which  seem  to  have 
brought  us  to  very  opposite  conclusions.  I 
understood  my  colleague  (Mr.  P.)  to  say,  that 
although  toe  President  had  ihe  power,  under 
the  C  institution,  to  dismiss  any  Executive  offi- 
cer from  his  station, from  mere  caprice  or  whim, 
that  yet  he  had  not  the  right  to  da  so,  except 
for  good  cause.  The  good  cause  which  would 
justify  a  removal  of  a  public  officer,  I  infer,  as 
well  from  the  observations  of  my  colleague,  as 
from  the  reason  of  the  casn,  is  the  neglect  or 
refusal  to  do  that  which  ought  to  be  done,  or  a 
lelc rmiuation  to  do  that  which  ought  not  to  be 
it  ne.  And  it  follows  of  course,  that  the  Pre- 
sident has  not  the  right  to  dismiss  an  officer  for 
refusing  to  do  an  act,  which  i.s  wrong  in  itself. 
I  understand  it  now  to  be  admitted,  that  Mr. 
Duaue  was  dismissed  because  he  would  not 
consent  to  a  removal  of  the  public  deposites 
from  the  U.  Sa'es*  Bank.  And  I  thought  I 
understood  my  colleague  very  distinctly  to  say, 
when  he  addressed  the  House,  some  time  ago, 
that  the  act  of  removing  the  deposites  from  the 
United  States' Bank,  was  "unwise,  inexpedi" 
cat,  and  ill-timed."  And  yet,  sir,  he  now  tells 
•is,  that  if  the  Pres'dent  had  not  removed  Mr. 
Secretary  Duane  from  office,  for  refusing  to  do 
this  very  act,  which  he  denounced  but  a  little 
while  ago,  in  such  strong  terms,  he  would  have 
been  recreant  to  the  trust  reposed  in  him  by 
the  people  of  the  United  S'ates.  How  such  a 
conclusion  was  deduced  from  such  principles, 
I  frankly  confess  my  utter  inability  to  coropre* 
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hew).     That  the  President,  having  been  ir.du-  [number  of  officers  in  these  banks,  including  the 


ced  to  believe,  as  no  doubt  he  war,  that  the 
public  deposites  ought  lo  be  removed,  may 
affoid  some  ground  of  excuse  for  him,  1  can 
readily  understand;  but  I  cannot  for  my  life 
see  how  it  will  be  possible  for  my  colleague  to 
vote  against  a  restoration  of  the  deposites  to 
the  United  States'  Bank,  unless  he  lias  chang- 
ed his  opinion,  as  to  the  original  act  of  re- 
moval, or  can  assign  some  other  reason  than 
he  has  done,  for  giving  such  a  vote. 

It  seems,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  my  colleague, 
(Mr.  P.)  has  heard  a  voice  from  a  portion  of  the 
people  of  Virginia,  expressing  sentiments  differ- 
ent from  those  of  the  majority  of  the  General 
Assembly;  and  hopes  a  majority  of  the  people 
of  that  State  will  snstain  this  Government  in  the 
measure  which  the  Legislature  has  condemned. 
But,  sir,  let  me  tell  him,  he  must  not  put  that 
"flattering  unction  to  his  soul."  It  is  not  sur 
prising,  sir,  that  the  great  efforts  which  have 
been  made  to  deceive  the  people  as  to  the  true 
cause  of  the  distress  which  they  feel,  and  to  de- 
lude them,  by  bringing  thern  to  decide  on  false 
issues,  should  have  been  crowned  with  partial 
success.  But,  sir,  the  true  source  of  the  mis- 
chief, must  soon  be  exposed  to  an  injured  and 
insulted  people,  and  then,  sir,  they  will  speak  to 
you  in  a  language  too  plain  to  be  misunderstood, 
and  in  a  voice  too  loud  not  to  be  heard. 

1  concur,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  the  opinion  expres- 
sed by  my  colleague,  (Mr.  P.)  that  the  question 
about  the  restoration  of  the  deposites  has  sunk 
into  utter  insignificance,  compared  to  others, 
with  which  it  is  connected.  What,  sir,  is  the 
true  question  which  the  American  people  have 
to  decide?  It  is,  sir,  in  my  humble  estimation,  a 
question  of  liberty  or  slavery.  There  is,  Mr. 
Speaker,  but  too  much  reason  to  suspect  that 
the  removal  of  the  public  depositee,  was  the 
first  step,  in  a  dark,  dangerous,  and  cunningly 
devised  scheme,  by  which  this  Government  is 
to  be  converted  into  a  corrupt  elective  monarchy 
A  scheme,  sir,  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  unite 
the  power  of  the  office-holders  under  this  Gov- 
ernment, to  that  of  the  State  banks  and  brokers 
and  money   changers,  so   as  to   control  by  their 


directors  and  others,  amount  probably  to  several 
thousands — and  of  stockholders  to  several  hun- 
dred thousand  persons;  all  of  whom  must,  if  the 
arrangement  entered  into  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  be  confirmed  by  Congress,  (and  which 
has  now  been  recommended  by  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,)  be  brought 
into  subjection  to  the  will  of  the  Executive 
branch  of  this  Government.  For,  sir,  although 
the  deposite  banks  arc  not  very  numerous,  it  is 
obvious,  that  inasmuch  as  it  will  be  in  the  power 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  direct  what 
bank  notes  shall,  and  what  shall  not  be  received 
in  the  payment  of  the  revenue;  and  as  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  notes  of  a  bank  being  receiva- 
ble [or  not  in  payment  of  the  revenue,  will  in- 
crease or  diminish  the  value  of  the  stock  of  the 
bank  four  or  five  per  cent,  that  it  will  be  to  the 
interest  of  the  stockholders  in  these  banks,  to 
act  in  subservience  to  the  will  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

The  real  character  of  the  arrangement  which 
has  been  entered  into  with  the  State  banks,  and 
the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  influence 
of  a  host  of  dependents  on  the  bounty  of  Go- 
vernment, is  forcibly  depicted  in  that  part  of  the 
address  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  to 
the  people  of  that  State,  published  in  1798,  in 
which  an  enumeration  is  made  of  the  causes 
which  may  lead  lo  a  consolidation  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, or  rather  its  conversion  into  an  absolute 
monarchy.  These  causes  are  there  stated  to 
consist: — 

"In  fiscal  systems  and  arrangements,  which 
keep  an  host  of*  commercial  and  wealthy  individ- 
uals, embodied  and  obedient,  to  the  mandates  of 
the  treasury. 

"la  swarms  of  officers,  civil  and  military,  who 
can ii.oulcate  political  tenets  tending  to  consoli- 
dation and  monarchy,  both  by  indulgences  and 
severities;  and  can  act  as  spies  over  the  free  ex- 
ercise of  human  reason. 

The  true  question,  Mr.  Speaker,  which  the 
people  of  the  United  States  have  now  to  deter- 
mine is,  in  my  estimation,  cf  infinitely  more  im- 
portance than  any  in  which  the  fate  of  the  United 


united  influence,  all  future  elections  to  the  office  |  States'  Bank   is  alone  involved.     1  repeat  it  sir, 

it  is  a  question  of  liberty  or  slavery.  The  peo- 
ple sir,  in  Virginia  at  least,  have  been  awakened 
to  the  danger  that  threatens  them,  and  will  de- 
tect the  efforts  which  have  been  made  to  deceive 
and  mislead  them.  The  attempt  which  has  been 
made  sir,  to  delude  the  people  of  the  South,  by 
pretending  that  the  effect  of  restoring  the  depo- 
sites to  the  United  States'  Bank,  will  be  to  ensure 
its  rcchart'-r,  and  to  induce  them  to  believe,  that 
the  only  question  to  be  determined,  is  one  of 
"bank  or  no  bank,"  is,  as  we  all  know,  nothing' 
more  than  an  artful  appeal  to  the  prejudices  of 
the  South,  against  the  bank,  intended  to  conceal 
the  dangerous  attempt  which  is  being  made  to 
subvert  the  Constitution.  Evesy  man  of  com- 
mon sense,  must  know,  that  there  is  no  <  hance 
of  the  bank  being  rechartered,  when  he  reflects 
that  its  charter  will  expire  before  the  termination 
of  the  peried  for  which  the  present  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  the  United  States  has  been  elected,  and 


of  President  and  Vice  President  in  the  United 
States.  The  extent  of  the  dangers  to  be  appre- 
hended from  such  a  combination  must  readily 
he  perceived  by  those  who  will  reflect,  that 
there  is  an  army  of  no  less  than  forty  thou- 
sand office-holders,  under  this  Government, 
who  hold  their  commissions  at  the  will  of  the 
President,  and  draw  the  means  of  subsistence 
out  of  the  public  treasury  That  in  addition  to 
them,  there  is  an  auxiliary  band,  consisting  of  an 
almost  innumerable  host  of  office-hunters;  lean, 
hungry,,  and  ravenous  ;  all  ready  to  obey  the 
nod  of  those  who  hold  the  purse  strings,  and  to 
perform  whatever  service  may  be  required  of 
them.  What  additional  strength  will  be  gained 
by  adding  to  this  power,  the  influence  of  the 
State  banks  y^u  must  judgefrom  the  fact, that  the 
number  of  State  banks,including  their  respective 
branches,in  the  U.States,  is  probably  not  less  than 
from  three  to   five  hundred.     That  the  whole 
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that  it  is  his  determination,  not  to  sanction  a  re- 
charter  of  the  bank  in  any  event.  One  simple 
fact  in  the  history  of  the  times,  will  be  sufficient 
to  enable  the  people  to  decide  how  much  reli 
ance  is  to  placed  upon  what  they  hear  about  the 
tremendous  influence  which  the  bank  can,  and 
docs  exercise  in  elections :  it  is  the  fact,  thai 
one  year  ago  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania, 
(in  which  State  the  bank  is  located,  and  where 
it  is  said  to  have  exerted  its  influence  most,) 
passed  resolutions  by  almost  a  unanimous  vote, 
in  favor  of  a  recharter  of  the  United  States'  Bank; 
and  that  a  majority  of  the  legislature,  elected  since 
that  time,  are  opposed  to  its  recharter.  Very 
little  reflection  sir,  must  satisfy  every  man,  that 
the  influence  of  the  United  States'  Bank,  what- 
ever it  may  be,  which  has  but  a  few  branches, 
located  in  our  great  commercial  cities,  with  only 
twenty-five  directors,  and  perhaps  one  hundred 
officers  in  all;  must  be  very  inconsiderable,  com- 
pared with  that  which  may  be  exerted  by  some 
four  or  five  hundred  State  banks,  with  an  amount 
of  capital  three  times  as  great  as  that  of  the 
United  States'  Bank, — with  branches  scattered 
all  over  the  country,  and  with  ten  times  as  many 
officers  and  agents  as  the  United  States'  Bank  ; 
ail  acting  in  concert,  in  obedience  to  the  will  of 
one  man,  as  they  will  do,  if  the  arrangement 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  con- 
firmed. The  glaring  injustice  done  to  the  United 
States'  Bank,  by  attributing  to  it,  the  existing 
pressure  in  the  money  market,  will  be  manifesi 
to  the  people,  from  the  fact,  that  the  curtailment 
of  its  discounts  since  the  order  to  remove  the 
deposites,  has  not  been  more  than  equal  to  one 
half  of  the  amount  of  money  transferred  fromitf 
vaults  to  those  of  the  State  banks.  And  sir, 
when  the  people  reflect,  as  they  will  do,  that  the 
notes  of  the  United  States'  Bank,  are  still  re- 
ceivable by  law  in  payment  of  the  revenue,  that 
many  millions  of  dollars  will  be  collected  in  ite 
notes,  and  placed  in  the  State  banks, — that  the 
State  banks  will  have  a  right  to  demand  specif 
from  the  United  States'  Bank  for  those  notes, 
and  that  one  attempt  has  already  been  made,  to 
injure  the.  credit  of  the  United  States'  Bank,  by 
making  a  run  on  one  of  its  branches  for  specie: 
they  wi  1  see  the  injustice  of  the  charge  whicl 
has  been  made  against  the  United  States' Bank. 
of  hoarding  up  specie.  Yes,  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
time  has  come,  when  the  people  will  detect  all 
these  attempts  to  impose  upon  their  credulity 
The  decline  in  the  price  of  the  products  of  the 
soil,  will  induce  every  farmer  to  inquire  into  the 
true  causes  of  the  commercial  distress  which  pre 
vails.  The  merchants,  when  they  pass  on  to  the 
North  to  purchase  goods,  and  are  compelled  tc 
pay  from  four  to  five  per  cent,  discount  to  the 
brokers,  upon  money  which  was  at  par  last  sum- 
mer, will  look  into  the  causes  of  such  a  state  ol 
things.  The  infamous  conduct,  of  a  corrupt 
press,  in  withholding  the  truth  from  the  people, 
in  misrepresenting  facts,  and  in  drawing  fals< 
inferences  from  votes  given  in  this  House,  o< 
whic'i  we  have  had  recent  and  flagrant  instances, 
will  be  exposed;  and  the  whole  system  of  fraud  by 
which  an  attemDt  is  being  made  to  delude  (the 
people,  will  be  detected, 


Another  idea  has  been  gravely  advanced 
through  the  medium  of  the  press,  for  the  purpose 
of  deceiving  the  people,  which  is  almost  too  pre- 
posterous to  deserve  even  a  passing  notice;  it  is 
-hat  of  putting  down  all  banks,  and  returning  to 
a  specie  medium-  The  censequence  which  would 
-esult  from  a  sudden  effort  to  return  to  a  specie 
nediam  in  a  great  commercial  country,  in  which 
he  precious  metals  do  not  exceed  one-tenth  of 
the  whole  circulating  medium,  are  too  obvious  to 
3  scape  the  observation  of  any  one.  The  imme- 
liate  consequence  of  putting  down  the  banking 
-ystem  would  be,  that  money  would  become  of 
ten  times  as  much  value  as  it  is  now,  and  that 
property  would  be  wsrth  only  one-tenth  of  what 
it  is  at  present.  Every  man  who  owes  a  debt 
would  have  to  sacrifice  ten  times  as  much  of  his 
property  as  would  now  be  sufficient  to  pay  his 
lebts,  and  a  farmer  who  owes  a  debt  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  has  a  plantation  worth  a  thous- 
md,  would  have  to  sacrifie  his  farm  to  pay  the 
lebt.  We  have  all  heard  Mr.  Speaker,  about 
he  times  when  our  ancestors  were  content  with 
he  simplest  food  and  the  plainest  raiment,  and 
.ve  have  every  reason  to  believe,  they  were  more 
ictive,  vigorous,  healthy  and  happy,  than  the 
jeople  of  the  present  day,  with  all  the  luxuries 
they  enjoy:  let  me  recommend  sir,  to  those  who 
talk  so  lightly  of  changing  the  settled  order  of 
things,  in  relation  to  our  circulating  medium, 
first  to  try  the  experiment  of  compelling  the  peo- 
ple to  abandon  all  the  luxuries  which  have  be- 
come so  generally  diffused  among  them,  before 
hey  undertake  the  more  difHcut  experiment  of 
mbstituttng  a  metallic  for  a  paper  currency.  An- 
other slight  objection  sir,  to  this  idea  of  having 
a  metallic  currency  only,  is,  that  it  will  be  utterly 
impract  cable  to  get  to  it,  unless  the  Legislatures 
of  all  the  States  in  the  Union  will  come  into  the 
measure,  which  will  never  happen.  Let  me  tell 
you,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  attemp  to  appease  the 
discontents  of  the  people,  by  making  what 
may  be  termed  glorification  speeches,  about 
the  hero  and  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  will  be 
unavailing  in  the  present  emergency.  What,  sir, 
has  the  military  fame  of  the  President,  to  do  with 
a  question  about  the  removal  of  the  deposites? — 
His  fame  is  the  common  property  of  his  country, 
and  no  gocd  man  will  be  disposed  to  see  it  di- 
minished. It  will  be  in  vain,  sir,  to  appeal  to 
the  peisonal  or  political  attachments  of  the  peo- 
ple for  the  President,  in  order  to  paliate  the  mis- 
conduct of  those  who  have  deceived  him,  in  or- 
der to  promote  their  own  ambitious  schemes,  es- 
pecially whilst  they  are  experiencing  the  conse- 
quences of  that  misconduct. 

The  truth  can  no  longer  be  hid  from  the  pub- 
ic, sir,  or  from  the  real  friends  of  the  President,- 
that  he  has  been  deceived  by  the  misrepresenta- 
tions of  those,  who,  under  the  guise  of  friendship, 
are  seeking  to  use  the  popularity  of  his  name  as  a 
passport  to  popular  favor.  The  people  of  the 
United  States,  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  however 
strongly  they  may  be  attached  to  the  President, 
md  however  much  confidence  they  may  have  in 
the  purity  of  his  intentions,  (and  I  do  not  mean 
to  call  them  in  question,)  that  he  is  but  mortal 
Jike  themselves,  and  being  so,  he  is  liable  like 
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he  deposites,  about  the  recbartering  of  the 
oanlc — and  the  bank  itself  shrinks  into  ins;gnif- 
cance,  when  we  are  considering1  the  proper 
ineaiis  of  defeating  designs  against  our  liberties, 
md  of  preserving  the  Constitution  from  viola- 
tion. 

I  repeat  it,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  voice  winch 
my  colleague  has  heard  from  Virginia,  condemn- 
ing the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature,  is  nothing 
nore  than  the  voice  of  a  few  who  have  been  de- 
ceived by  having  a  false  issue  presented  for  their 
decision,  or  who  have  been  deceived  as  to  tho 
source  from  which  their  distress  comes,  or  mis- 
led by  artful  appeals  to  that  deep  feeling  of  gra- 
titude which  the  whole  American  people  have 
towards  the  President  for  his  past  services.  Sir, 
I  am  perfectly  aware  of  the  fact,  which  is  per- 
haps known  to  every  body  here,  that  the  whole 
efforts  and  energies  of  those  whose  movements 
are  governed  by  the  motions  of  the  magit  ian's 
wand,  are  to  be  directed  to  Virginia  for  the  next 
month,  for  the  purpose  of  revolutionizing  public 
sentiment  there.  But,  sir,  I  hope  there  is  too. 
much  intelligence  among  the  people  of  that  an- 
cient State  for  the  deceptions  which  are  to  he 
practised,  to  succeed.  And,  Mr.  Speaker,  vain 
will  be  the  attempt  which  I  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve will  be  made  to  induce  Virginia,  the  mother 
of  Washington,  of  Jefferson,  of  Madison,  of  Hen- 
ry, and  a  long  list  of  other  distinguished  patriots, 
to  bow  her  neck  to  receive  the  .collar,  by  tempt- 
ing her  with  an  offer  of  the  Vice  Presidency  for 
one  of  her  sons.  No,  sir,  she  never  can  accept 
of  such  an  offer,  or  any  offer,  as  the  price  of  her 
prostitu'ion.  Sir,  I  allude  to  the  subject  of  the 
Vice  Presidency,  from  no  unkind  feelini.s  to- 
wards any  man  in  Virginia,  but  because  I  have 
reason  to  suspect  that  this  is  one  of  the  means 
which  is  to  be  relied  on  for  the  conversion  of  Vir- 
ginia. And  I  shall  not  be  surprised  if  we  shall 
see  the  name  of  a  citizen  of  that  State,  announ- 
ced as  a  candidate  for  the  Vice  Presidency,  in 
less  than  a  week  from  this  time,  in  some  o'"the 
presses  belonging  to  what  is  called  "  the  par- 
ty." 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  say  in  conclusion,  that  not- 
withstanding the  general  demonstration  which 
we  know  is  to  be  made  upon  the  old  dominion  in 
the  course  of  the  next  month,  I  trust  the  time 
has  come,  when,  sir,  we  shall  forget  the  family 
jars  which  have  so  long  divided  us  and  kept  us 
too  much  estranged  from  each  other ;  that  now 
the  banner  of  Virginia  will  be  planted  on  the  tall 
mountain  which  separales  the  east  from  the 
west — and  that  the  people  will  rally  around  it 
from  every  quarter,  firm  and  united,  in  defence 
of  their  rights,  their  liberties,  and  of  the  Consti- 
tution. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


all  other  men,  to  be  deceived  and  misled.  And, 
sir,  in  no  situation  in  life  is  a  man  so  liable  to 
be  deceived,  as  when  surrounded  as  the  Presi- 
dent is,  and  all  men  in  his  office  will  be,  by  per- 
sons whose  interest  it  is  to  deceive  him. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  day  of  reckoning  is  at  hand, 
when  the  extravagant  expenditure  of  the  public 
treasure,  by  those  who  are  seeking  to  pave  the 
way  for  the  accession  of  their  favorite  to  thi 
Presidential  chair,  can  no  longer  be  concealed 
by  an  appeal  to  the  feelings  of  gratitude  enter 
lainedby  the  people  towards  our  present  Chief 
Magistrate,  for  his  pastjservices.  Sir,{the  people 
have  a  right  to  know,  and  they  will  demand  of 
their  agents  in  this  Government,  to  be  informed, 
what  has  become  of  the  enormous  sum  of  twenty 
two'millions  of  dollars,expended  by  this  Govern- 
ment during  the  last  year.  What  has  become  of 
it,  sir?  They  will  not  be  satisfied,  sir,  with  ge- 
neral professions  and  harangues  about  economy 
and  retrenchment.  What  examples  will  you 
give  them,  sir,  of  retrenchment  and  economy? — 
Will  you  tell  them,  sir  of  a  contract  to  build  a 
bridge  over  the  mud  flats  of  the  Potomac, 
for  the  moderate  sum  of  $1,350,000?  and  that  this 
was  probably  but  their  entering  wedge — that  it 
may  probably  cost  five  millions  of  dollars  to  com 
plete  the  work,  all  of  which  is  to  come  out  of  the 
public  Treasury? 

Or  will  you  tell  them  sir,  of  the  glorious  sys- 
tern  of  economy  practiced  in  your  Post  Office 
Department,  (of  the  prosperity  of  which  we 
heard  so  much  but  one  short  year  ago,)  by 
which  it  has  fallen  in  debt  to  an  amount  little 
short,  perhaps ,  of  a  million  of  dollars?  Sir, 
if  you  tell  the  people  of  these  things,  they  may 
desire  to  find  out  some  of  the  secrets  contained 
in  what  is  called,  the  Blue  Book;  aye  sir,  and 
some  that  are  not  to  be  found  there,-  and  they 
may  demand  that  you  inform  them,  whether  or 
not  any  portion  of  the  enormous  sums  which 
have  been  paid  to  Editors  of  news  papers  and 
others,  have  been  expended,  for  the  purpose  of 
influencing  popular  elections.  Or  whether  these 
experiments  were  considered,  (as  we  are  told 
by  the  famous  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  the  removal  of  the  deposit  es  was  as  a 
"  measure  necessary  to  preserve  untainted  the 
free  institutions  of  our  country,  and  to  se- 
cure the  liberties  and  happiness  of 'he  people." 
And  Mr.  Speaker,  when  we  shall  be  compelled 
at  our  next  session,  as  we  have  reason  to  believe 
may  be  the  case;  to  impose  new  taxes  upon  the 
people,  in  order  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  the 
revenue,  occasioned  sir,  by  this  hopeful  system  of 
economy,-  and  either  to  revive  the  disputes  about 
the  tariff,  by  increasing  the  duties  on  foreign 
importations,  or  to  levy  a  direct  tax,  and  create 
a  necessity  for  another  swarm  of  excise  officers, 
we  shall  here  the  voice  of  the  people  speaking 
to  us  in  accents  of  thunder. 

In  answer  to  all  that  has  been  said  about  the 
misconduct  of  the  bank,  in  expending  its  funds 
for  political  purposes,  I  have  nothing  now  to 
say.  I  am  no  appollogist  for  the  bank;  it  is  well 
known  sir,  1  do  not  approve  of  all  its  acts,  al- 
though I  think  it  "more  sinned  against  than  sin- 
ning."    The  question  about  the  restoration  of  i 


SENATE. 
Tuesday,  March  11,   1834. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  on  executive  business,  by 
Mr.  Donelson  his  Secretary. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  presented  a  memorial  front 
citizens  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  praying  the  rea- 
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toration  of  public  deposites  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  P.   moved  that  tho  memorial  be  read,  prin- 
ted, and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

'i  he  memorial,  said  Mr.  P.,  is  signed  by  one 
hwndnd  and  thirty  of  the  principal  business  men 
of  Burlington,  the  chief  commercial  and  trading 
town  in  the  State.  With  a  very  considerable 
number  of  the  memorialists  I  am  peist>n ally  ac- 
quainted, and  know  them  to  be  men  of  in- 
telligence and  respectability,  some  of  them  hold- 
ing an  eminent  rank  in  the  State  for  their  intel- 
lectual qualities  and  moral  worth.  They  are 
men  altogether  incapable  of  sending  to  this  body 
under  tiieir  own  signatures,  groundless  repre- 
sentations, or  complaints  originating  cither  in 
fiction  or  a  spirit  of  hostility  to  the  administration, 
and  I  feel  every  assurance  that  they  are  neither 
influenced  by  any  party  prepossession*,  nor  have 
in  view  any  party  purposes.  Some  of  them  have 
Jong  been  known  as  avowed  active  friends  of  the 
administration  ;  and  there  is  no  reason  to  believe 
that  they  are  moved  by  any  other  than  the  purest 
and  most  patriotic  motives.  In  communicating 
their  comp'aints  and  opinions  to  Congress  at  this 
critical  andaIarmingjuncture,theyperformaduty 
which  they  owe  to  themselves,  and  the  communi- 
ty in  which  they  dwell,and  they  do  it,  sir.  in  the 
language,  and  I  may  add,  with  the  spirit  and  in- 
dependence, which  become  freemen.  They  pre- 
sume, ar.d  have  a  right  to  presume,  that  those,  to 
whose  wisdom  and  patriotism  the  interests  of  the 
country  are  cenfided,  will  not  be  deaf  to  their 
complaints  ;  that  Congress  will  interpose  in  this 
trying  exigency,  and  not.  permit  the  interests  and 
prosperity  of  the  people,  or  any  portion  of  the 
people,  to  be  sacrificed,  when  it  is  in  its  power 
to  afford  immediate  and  effectual  relief.  They 
trust  that  the  inquiry  here  will  be,  not  whether 
the  popularity  of  a  high  individual, or  the  strength 
of  party,  is  sufficient  to  sustain  the  recent  public 
measure  against  which  they  complain. but  wheth- 
er the  measure  is  right  and  just  in  itself,  and  con 
sistent  in  its  operations,  with  the  welfare  of  the 
country. 

The  memorialists,  sir,  represent  that  though 
the  pressure  does  not  at  present  bear  upon  them 
with  all  the  severity  with  which  it  is  felt  in  some 
portions  of  the  country,  yet  they  are  suffering 
much;  that  they  find  it  difficult  to  carry  on  their 
ordinary  pursuits;  that  business  is  comparatively 
at  a  stand;  that  their  products  are  depreciated  in 
value;  that  confidence  is  in  a  great  measure  de- 
stroyed, credit  impaired;  and  they  look  forward 
to  the  future  with  the  most  gloomy  and  discour- 
aging anticipations,  especially  to  the  time  when  I 
it  is  usual  to  resume  the  more  active  cmploy-l 
ments  of  life  in  the  spring.  They  represent  thatj 
unless  some  remedy  is  provided,  their  manufac- 
tories will  be  obliged  to  suspend  their  operations; 
that  wool,  which  is  a  staple  article,  must  neces- 
sarily fall  in  value;  that  mechanics  will  be  thrown 
out  of  employment;  that  the  merchant  will  be 
constrained  to  curtail  his  business,  and  press  his 
customers  for  payment;  that  while  the  demands 
for  payment  will  be  increased,  the  means  for  pay-! 
ment  will  be  diminished;  and  that  general  em-  j 
barrassment  and  distress  must  follow,   falling! 


heavily  on  the   laboring  men  and  farmers,  who 
compose  the  great  body  of  the  people. 

This  memorial,  sir,  will  add  something  to  the 
accumulated  s.nd  daily  accumulating  mass  of 
evidence  before  the  Senate,  of  the  distress  which 
is  overspreading  the  country,  producing  every 
where  consternation  and  dismay.  The  agricul- 
tural, the  commercial,  the  mercantile,  the  manu- 
facturing, and  the  mechanic  interests,  have  all 
sent  up  their  petitions  here;  and  we  have  before 
us  the  complaints  &  representations  of  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  men  of  business,  testifying  to  the 
destruction  of  all  credit  and  confidence,  the  in- 
terruption of  all  branches  of  industry,  and  the 
general  derangement  and  prostration  of  business. 
If  the  embarrassment  is  yet  principally  and  most 
severely  felt  in  the  large  cities  and  towns,  we 
cannot  fail  to  see  that  it  must  soon  extend  into  all 
parts  of  the  country,  and  affect  every  class  of  the 
community.  Disguise  it  as  we  may,  sir,  the  dis- 
tress is  becoming  general;  the  excitement  is  be- 
coming general;  and  the  opinion  is  becoming  ge- 
neral as  to  the  cause  of  the  existing  evils.  Thou- 
sands and  tens  of  thousands  of  mechanics  and  la- 
boring men,  who,  a  few  months  since,  were  pur- 
suing with  economy  and  industry,  their  ordinary 
occupations,  have  found  their  progress  in  pros- 
perity suddenly  arrested,  their  employments  in- 
terrupted, and  their  hopes  and  prospects  blasted. 
If  some  important  principle,  or  the  good  of  the 
country  require  this  submission  to  loss  and  pri- 
vation, the  sacrifice,  however  costly,  might  be 
patiently  endured;  b\rt  the  complaint  is,  and  the 
real  grievance  is,  that  the  suffering  is  altogether 
unnecessary,  is  inflicted  and  continued  upon  the 
people  for  no  sufficient,  cause. 

The  general  and  extensive  embarrassments 
upon  the  community,  sir,  though  for  a  time  a 
matter  somewhat  involved  in  mystery,  are  now 
universally  admitted  to  be  owing  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  that  confidence  which  is  the  fundamental 
basis  of  business.  The  memorialists  impute  this 
loss  of  confidence,  and  the  embarrassment  and 
distress  which  have  followed,  to  the  derange- 
ment of  the  money  relations  of  the  country,  oc- 
casioned by  the  premature,  unnecessary,  and,  in 
their  opinion,  arbitrary  removal  of  the  public  de- 
posites from  the  custody  of  the  agent  appointed 
by  law  to  keep  them.  While  they  admit,  what 
they  have  been  taught  to  believe  from  the  highest 
and  best  authority,  that  the  law  is  good,  if  a 
man  use  it  lawfully,  they  hold  the  converse  of  the 
proposition  to  be  true,  and  consider  this  measure, 
though  having  the  color  and  form  of  law,  to  be 
an  abuse  of  power,  adopted  and  executed  in  per- 
version of  law,  in  disregard  of  the  expressed 
opinion  of  the  last  Congress  ;  disrespectful  to  the 
present  Congress  ;  prejudicial  to  the  interest  and 
character  of  the  Government,  and  ruiuous,  in  its 
consequences,  to  the  people. 

The  memorialists,  sir,  also  express  themselves 
in  favor  of  a  National  Bank,  and  against  the  re- 
petion  of  the  experiment  which  was  tried  from 
1S11  to  1816  ;  with  what  success,  with  what 
benefit  to  the  country,  the  history  of  that  period 
shows. 

I  have  thus  shortly  adverted  to  the  main  pro- 
positions contained  in  the  memorial,  and  I  think 
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I  am  warranted  in  saying  that  the?  are  in  confor- 1  and  they  believe  that  without  it,   or  a  siifiilar 
mity  with,  and  supported  by,  public  opinion  in    institution,  whose  operations  shall  be  co-exten. 
Vermont.     In  that  State,  sir,  inhabited  by  a  peo- 
ple second  to  none,  I  may  be  allowed  to  say,  in 


virtue,  in  general  intelligence,  in  devotion  to  the 
Constitution,  to  the  Union,  to  the  great  princi 
pies  of  civil  and  political  liberty,  the  populai 
voice  is  strong  and  decided  upon  the  interesting 
and  momentous  subject  which  has  so  long  en- 
gaged our  attention  here,  and  which  has  so  deep- 
ly excited,  and  still  continues  to  excite  and  agi 
tate  the  country.  The  people  who  have  done 
me  the  undeserved  honor  to  place  me  here,  and 
in  whose  service  I  could  wish  it  was  in  my  power 
to  exert  an  ability,  commensurate  in  some  de- 
gree with  the  zeal  and  fidelity  I  feel,  have  re- 
peatedly, through  their  Legislature,  and  in  their 
primary  assemblies,  affirmed  the  constitutionali- 
ty, the  necessity,  and  the  great  public  utility  of 
a  National  Bank.  They  regard  it  as  the  fulfil 
ment  of  one  of  the  high  legitimate  purposes  of 
the  Constitution  ;  as  the  first  duty  of  a  just,  en 
lightened,  and  well-ordered  administration  of  the 
Government,  to  give  protection  to  property,  and 
security  to  the  earnings  of  labor  by  establishing 
and  sustaining  a  sound  and  uniform  medium  of 
value  and  exchange.  In  attaining  this  great 
end,  they  hold  it  to  be  most  fit  and  safe  to  follow 
the  lights  and  instructions  of  experience.  They 
deem  it  to  be  exceedingly  improvident  and  ha- 
zardous to  subject  a  matter  of  such  vast  interest 
and  delicacy,  as  the  currency,  to  the  trial  of  ex- 
periments; to  the  operation  of  theories,  however 
specious  and  plausible  in  themselves,  unsuited 
to  the  circumstances  and  condition  of  the  coun- 
try, at  variance  with  the  intelligence  of  the  age, 
and  already  refuted  and  repudiated  by  experi- 
ence. 

Accustomed  to  look  to  practical  results  as  the 
unerring  test  of  character  and  tendencies,  ra- 
ther than  to  the  delusive  bewildering  specula- 
tions of  politicians,  the  people  of  that  State 
have  not  seen,  and  do  not  see,  either  in  the  or- 
ganization or  operation  of  a  National  Bank,  any- 
thing alarming  to  their  principles  or  dangerous 
to  their  rights.  It  is  true,  sir,  they  have  very 
recently  heard  the  existing  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  denounced,  loudly  and  vehemently 
denounced,  as  an  odious  monopoly,  an  oppres- 
sive, dangerous,  fearful  aristocracy  ;  but  their 
opinions  of  the  nature  or  the  character  of  such 
an  institution  are  not,  and  I  venture  to  say  will 
not  be  changed,  by  giving  it  false  names,  or 
calling  it  hard  ones.  Though  not  the  advocates 
in  particular  of  the  present  bank,  they  are  fa- 
miliar with  its  operations,  and  have  sren,  and 
felt,  and  know,  and  appreciate  its  benefits. 
When  they  look  into  its  charter,  they  perceive 
nothing  in  its  construction,  but  what  belongs, 
more  or  less,  to  all  similar  institutions;  nothing 
but  the  delegation  of  constitutional  powers  and 
immunities,  defined,  restrained ,  and  regulated 
by  law.  When  they  look  into  its  history  ,  they 
find  that  it  has  been  conducted  in  general,  not 
©nly  with  intelligence,  integrity,  and  skill,  but 
with  a  success,  surpassing  all  expectation,  in 
dispensing  benefits  and  facilities  to  the  agricul- 
tural, commercial,  and  manufacturing  interests; 


■iive  wiih  the  Union,  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try cannot  be  transacted  without  great  incon- 
venience and  embarrassment.  The  wisdom  of 
regulating  the  commerce  of  the  24  States  of  the 
Union,  not  by  different  laws,  em  mating  from 
twenty-four  different  Government,  but  by  the 
hw  of  one  Government — the  la*  of  the  Union, 
is  obvious  to  the  people  of  Vermo  t,  as  it  is  ap- 
parent t«all$  and  knowing  that,  with  four  hun- 
dred local  banks  existing  in  the  different  States, 
issuing  paper  of  a  local,  limited  circulation  and 
credit,  the  currency  of  the  country  must  and 
will  continue  to  be  what  it  now  is,  and  ever 
has  been,  essentially  a  paper  currency,  it  ap- 
pears to  them  that  general  considerations  of 
convenience,  expediency,  and  necessity,  as  ur- 
gently require  that  there  should  be  a  National 
Bank  established  by  the  Government  of  the 
Union,  to  regulate  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
try, as  that  there  shouM  be  a  law  of  the  Union 
of  general  operation  ,  to  regulate  the  commerce 
of  the  countrt.  They  believe  that  the  only 
practicable  and  effectual  way  to  preserve  a 
sound  and  unifoim  cunency,  and  give  facility, 
convenience,  and  safety,  to  commerc  al  ex- 
changes, is  through  the  instrumentality  and 
ag~-ncy  of  a  i  ational  b*nk;  and  that,  in  such  an 
agency,  c  ftstituted  and  organized  by  the  Go- 
vernment for  such  a  purpose,  as  wdl  as  for  its 
own  use,  there  is  a  fitness,  an  appr.  p  iaieness, 
a  just  consistency,  between  the  means  employ- 
ed, the  mode  of  opera' ion,  and  the  end  to  be 
attained,  which  recommend  it  to  the  favor  of 
Congress  and  the  country. 

Such  are  the  opinions,  the  unpretending, 
common  sense  opinions  of  a  people,  republi- 
can in  their  principles,  manners,  and  habits — a 
people  living  upon  the  fruits  of  thtir  own  in- 
dustry and  enterprise,  tenacious  ol  their  free- 
dom, and  keen-sighted  to  detect  the  slightest 
encroachment  upon  their  rights.  I  have  only 
to  add,  that  i.i  these  opinions  I  entirely  concur. 

Mr.  SWIFT  rose,  a'nd  said  : 

As  the  memorial  which  has  just  been  pre- 
sented by  my  colleague,  contains  the  first  lan- 
guage of  complaint  made  on  this  fl»>r  by  the 
people  of  Vermont,  on  the  deeply  interesting 
subject  which  has  agitated  Congress  and  the 
country  for  the  last  three  months,  I  desire  to 
avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  making  a 
few  remarks  on  the  present  pecuniary  condi- 
tion of  the  people  of  that  State,  and  particular- 
ly of  that  portion  of  them  with  whom  I  am  most 
particularly  acquainted. 

Sir,  the  pecuniary  distress  which  was  first 
felt  in  our  commercial  cities,  con-><quent  iipci 
the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the 
Bink  of  the  United  States,  has  reached  that 
State,  and  pervades  every  part  of  it  and  all 
classes  of  its  citzens,  and  this  distress  has  been 
aggravated  by  the  f«il  re  of  the  grain  crops 
of  the  last  season.  I  have  received  intelligence 
of  the  condition  of  that  people,  riot  only  from 
newspapers  printed  there,  but  from  numerous 
private  letters,  and  there  is  not  the  least  doubt 
of  the  existence  of  pecuniary  distress,  which 
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is  very  great  if  not  unparralleled  in  that 
country.  Indeed,  sit,  I  should  have  no  doubt 
of  great  distress  there,  from  my  knowledge 
of  its  existence  elsewhere.  The  business, 
and  business  connexion  of  that  portion  of  the 
State  which  borders  on  Lake  Champlain,  with 
New  York,  and  the  cities  on  the  Hudson  river, 
rendered  it  certain  that  any  great  pecuniary 
embarrassment  in  those  cities  would  be  felt 
there. 

The  shores  and  islands  of  Lake  Cham- 
plain  abound  with  a  great  variety  of  lum- 
ber and  marble,  and  particularly  that  kind 
of  lumber  which  is  most  essential  in  house 
building;  and,  owing  tj  the  facilities  of 
transporting  those  articles  to  market,  af- 
forded by  the  northern  canal,  connecting 
the  waters  of  Lake  Champlain  with  the  Hudson 
river,  many  people  have  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness of  procuring  and  of  sending  th^se  articles 
to  market  which  have  hitheito  commanded,  in 
the  cities  on  the  Hudson  river  an  1  on  the  At- 
lantic coast,  a  good  price  and  a  ready  market; 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  greatest  portion  of 
building  materials  used  in  the  cities  on  the 
Hudson  and  New-York,  are  sent  from  Lake 
Champlain. 

In  the  prosecution  of  this  business,  a  great 
number  of  poor  men  are  employed.  And,  in 
order  to  its  successful  operation,  those  who  are 
principals  in  the  business,  require  accommoda- 
tions at  the  banks,  but  under  the  pressure  of 
the  times,  the  banks  have  been  compelled  to 
refuse  accommodations,  which,  together  with 
the  uncertain  prospect  of  a  spring  market,  has 
prevented  the  usual  prosecution  of  this  busi- 
ness, by  which  many  industrious  poor  men 
have  been  thrown  out  of  employment;  and  are 
deprived  of  the  necessary  means  of  subsistence 
for  themselves  and  families.  I  have  daily  in- 
telligence  of  the  failure  of  men  in  that  country 
— men,  who,  a  few  months  since,  were  persu- 
ing an  apparently  successful  and  prosperous 
business;  which  h?s  produced  great  consterna- 
tion and  alarm  for  the  safety  of  the  sound  and 
solvent.  Indeed,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  that 
without  speedy  relief,  the  crisis  of  distress  has 
not  arrived.  The  usual  time  of  making  spring 
remittances,  by  the  merchants  to  their  creditors, 
of  whom  they  purchase  their  goods,  will,  il 
possible,  greatly  increase  the  distress. 

Mr.  President,  as  to  the  cause  of  this  dis- 
tress, there  is  great  unanimity  of  opinion.  The 
people  believe  the  removal  of  the  public  de- 
posites  from  the  bank,  together  with  the  ex- 
pressions and  measures  of  hostility  towards  the 
bank  by  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment, has  caused  the  distress;  and  they  believe 
that  the  obvious  and  proper  remedy  for  this 
flistresa  is  a  restoration  of  the  deposiles,  and  a 
recharter  of  the  bank  by  Congress. 

Mr.  President,  with  my  honorable  colleague, 
I  claim  for  the  people  of  Vermont  that  they 
are  as  industrious,  enterprising,  intelligent,  and 
patriotic,  as  the  people  of  any  other  section  of 
country  in  the  United  States  ;  and  that  they 
would  endure  with  as  much  patience,  and  with 
as  little  complaint,   hardships  and  sacrifices, 


necessarily  imposed  on  them  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  their  country,  as  any  other  people. 
Sir,  you  know  from  the  past  history  of  that 
State,  that  this  is  true;  you  know,  too,  that 
they  are  firm  and  steadfast  in  their  principles, 
not  liable  to  sudden  excitement.  They  are, 
and  ever  have  been,  the  true,  firm,  and  effi- 
cient supporters  of  the  great  principles  of  the 
Constitution  of  their  country.  And  they  think 
they  are  entitled  not  only  to  the  sympathy  of 
Congress,  but  to  their  prompt  and  efficient 
measures  of  relief.  Sir,  they  say  that  the  act 
of  the  Government  which  has  produced  this 
distress,  was  wholly  unnecessary;  and  that  up- 
on no  ground  whatever  can  it  be  justified;  and 
that  Congress  can  and  must  afford  the  re- 
lief which  has  been  asked  for. 

Mr.  President,  the  people  of  Vermont  are 
sincerely  attached  to  the  union  of  the  States, 
and  have  ever  rejoiced  in  any  measures  of 
Congress  which  have  tended  to  promote  the 
prosperity  of  the  States,  though  no  immediate 
benefit  resulted  to  them  from  such  acts.  Sir, 
the  Legislature  of  that  State  has  instructed  her 
Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress  to 
aid  and  sustain  the  internal  improvement  of  the 
country,  though  scarcely  a  dollar  of  the  public 
money  has  been  disbursed  in  that  State.  In- 
deed, I  know  of  no  imjirovement  in  that  State, 
made  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  un- 
less the  building  of  a  small  arsenal,  and  a  light- 
house, may  be  called  such.  Yet,  sir,  you  hear 
no  complaint  on  that  subject  from  the  people; 
but  of  distress  and  ruin,  brought  on  them  by  the 
improper  measures  of  the  Government,  they 
do  complain;  and  they  will  continue  to  com- 
plain until  their  complaints  are  heard.  Sir, 
ihey  will  not  patiently  endure  evils  which  it  is 
in  the  power  of  the  present  Congress  to  re- 
move. They  believe  Congress  can  remove 
them;  but,  if  it  will  not,  the  people  will  take 
the  business  of  redress  into  their  own  hands; 
they  have  the  power,  and  they  must  and  will  be 
heard. 

As  to  the  memorial,  I  do  not  desire  to  add  to 
what  has  been  said  by  my  colleague.  I  have 
not  seen  the  names  of  the  persons  appended  to 
it,  and  therefore  cannot  speak  of  them.  To 
the  sentiments  expressed  in  the  memorial  I 
give  my  hearty  concurrence — and  hope  the  mo- 
tion of  my  colleague  will  prevail. 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  I  may  as  well  take  this,  as 
any  other  eccasion,  to  correct  a  mistake  as  to  a 
matter  of  fact,  made  some  time  ago,  when  there 
was  presented  to  the  Senate  a  memorial,  not 
from  this  State,  but  a  neighboring  State.  One 
of  the  great  difficulties  in  this  dissension,  is  that 
of  getting  at  the  truth.  When  representations 
come  from  a  certain  quarter,  exhibiting  strong 
distress,  but  not  greater  than  the  fact  warrants, 
there  is  not  a  willingness  to  hear,  or  at  least  there 
is  a  disposition  to  qualify  or  detract. 

Some  days  ago  a  memorial  came  from  the 
city  of  Troy,  and  I  said  I  understood  there  were 
1700  and  upwards,  of  signatures  to  the  memo- 
rial, comprising  all  classes  of  a  community, 
which  no  man  could  survey  without  gratification; 
and  I  added  that  I  understood  the  memorialists 
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were  not  only  from  all  classes,  but  from  all  par- 1 
ties,  and  that  many  of  them  sustained  the  present 
administration.  One  of  the  Senators  from  New 
York,  on  information  derived  from  the  represen- 
tative from  near  Troy,  stated,  that  there  were 
but  100  friends  of  the  present  administration  on 
that  memorial,  and  some  observations  were 
made  in  relation  to  the  source  of  his  information. 
I  really  did  not  know  then  whether  it  was  as  he 
had  represented  it,  and  I  let  it  pass,  though  I 
stilll  apprehended  that  it  was  an  error.  The 
statement  got  into  the  papers,  and  returned  to 
Troy,  and  I  have  received  a  letter  on  the  subject 
and  as  I  am  a  man  of  no  concealment,  I  will 
read  the  whole.  It  is  from  some  most  respecta- 
ble citizens,  at  the  head  of  whom  is  one  who  was 
mayor  of  Troy,  when  I  visited  it  last  August, 
and  is  probably  still  so.  It  is  dated  the  6th  of 
the  present  month,  at  Troy.  [Her?  Mr.  Clat 
read  the  letter,  which  confirmed  all  he  had  be- 
fore said,  and  stated  that  at  least  400  of  the  me- 
morialists were,  or  had  been,  supporters  of  the 
administration;  that  many  changes  were  taking 
place;  that  it  was  the  general  opinion  that  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites  was  a  violation  of  the  pub- 
lic faith;  that  a  convention  hadbeen  called  in  that 
county  by  the  office  holders,  which  some  most 
respectable  Jackson  men  did  not  attend,  and 
that  in  some  instances  the  names  on  the  former 
memorial  had  been  incorporated  with  the  names 
on  the  resolutions  of  this  meeting.] 
i  Mr.  WRIGHT  would  take  this  occasion  to 
explain  what  he  had  discovered  in  the  papers  of 
Troy,  in  relation  to  himself.  He  had  been  re- 
ported as  having  stated,  that  the  memorialists 
imputed  the  difficulties  of  which  they  com- 
plained to  the  removal  of  the  deposites;  the 
memorial  made  no  such  alleg-  tion,  and  there 
was  a  charge  that  the  memorial  was  altered  be- 
fore it  reached  here.  Mr.  W.  had  made  no  such 
statement 

As  to  the  representative  from  the  county  of 
Renssellaer ,  he  needed  no  man's  endorsement 
for  the  purity  of  his  intentions,  and  the  truth 
of  his  remarks,  when  he  knew  what  he  was 
stating.  He  was  desirous  of  correcting  the  er- 
ror if  he  had  made  any,  and  he  was  waiting 
for  the  printing  of  the  memorial  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  it  was  very  true,  that  the 
Senator  had  made  his  statement  on  the  author- 
ity of  a  member  of  the  other  House,  with  whom 
Mr.  C.  was  not  acquainted;  and  who  might  be 
all  he  had  been  represented;  but  he  understood 
that  his  residence  was  fifteen  miles  from  Troy, 
siid  it  was  therefore  hazardous  for  him  to  make 
such  an  assertion  as  he  had  done,  when  it  ap- 
peared tht  he  had  stated  only  one-fourth  ol 
the  real  number  of  the  friends  of  the  adminis- 
tration ,  according  to  intelligent  and  respecta- 
ble men  residing  in  Troy. 

The  memorial  was  then  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  prin'ed. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  said  he  had  been 
requested  to  present  a  memorial  from  cit  zens 
of  Patterson,  N.  J.,  deploring  the  state  of  the 
country,  and  a-cribing  it  to  the  position  of  the 
Government  towards  the  United  States  Bank. 


The  memorial  was  signed  by  454  legal  voters 
of  that  place,  and  he  had  been  assured  by  the 
committee  who  had  transmitted  it,  that  it  com- 
prised, with  few  exceptions,  all  the  business  men 
in  the  town,  and  there  was  a  mijority  of  its  le- 
gal voters,  as  he  had  been  assured  that  the 
highest  number  did  not  exceed  700.  In  order 
to  show  the  disastrous  results  of  the  measures 
of  the  administration,  he  would  state,  that  out 
of  24,000  spindles  in  that  vicinity,  5000  spin- 
dles had  suspended  their  operations ,  of  which 
number  stopped,  the  annual  supply  of  cotton 
was  2,200,000  lbs.  a 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  continued— I  am 
assured  that  3000  laborers  have'Jbeen  thrown  out 
of  employment.  And  now,  sir,  in  view  of  these, 
results,  I  wish  to  ask  this  question: — Can  it  be 
that  all  this  distress — this  pressure,  which  has 
driven  1000  of  our  neighbors  from  their  native 
place  to  seek  employment  elsewhere ;  which  haa 
found  its  way  among  our  farmers  and  manufac- 
turers— can  it  be  thatairthis  is  the  result  of  panic 
created  by  Congress— the  result  of  mischief  plot- 
ted upon  this  floor  ?  I  beg  gentlemen  to  speak 
only  for  their  own  constituents.  I  beg  to  assure 
them  that  I  represent  a  people  not  so  pliant  as 
to  be  rendered  calm  or  agitated  at  the  bidding  of 
Senator?,  or  of  any  set  of  men  on  earih .  My 
constituents,  sir,  understand  their  rights — they 
understand  the  operation  of  cause  and  effect,  and 
they  do  not  wait  to  give  vent  to  their  sentiments 
till  the  moment  when  it  shall  please  members  of 
the  Senate  or  of  the  House,  to  direct  them  to  do 
so.  If  the  Senator,  sir,  who  intimated  that  the 
people  took  their  cue  from  Congress,  had  gone 
to  the  middle  State  of  this  country,  I  doubt 
whether  he  would  have  hazarded  the  assertion 
that  there  was  no  panic  until  it  was  created  by 
what  passed  on  this  floor.  No  man,  sir,  who 
looks  attentively  at  the  results  of  the  late  mea- 
sure, can  believe  that  the  panic  originated  here  ; 
no,  sir.  it  is  universally  felt  to  be  a  deep  and  all 
pervading  injury,  inflicted  by,  and  resulting  from 
Executive  passion  and  obstinacy.  My  constitu- 
ents, sir,  forget  the  bank  in  this  outrage — this 
trespass,  which  has  been  committed  upon  their 
rights.  They  look  to  the  act  of  the  Executive ; 
they  forget  the  utility  of  the  bank  as  a  financial 
agent;  and,  notwithstanding  what  yesterday  fell 
from  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  they  will  pre- 
sume still  to  say,  and  still  to  think,  that  the  pre- 
sent distresses  are  to  be  attributed  to  the  manner 
of  removal. 

We  will  continue  to  presume,  said  Mr.F., 
that  every  thing  was  in  the  manner.  It  was 
the  hostile  attitude  which  had  been  assumed  by 
the  Executive  towards  th"s  useful  agent  that 
had  pi'oduced]  the  present  alarm.  The  bank 
had  been  denounced  in  the  official  organ  of  the 
administration;  it  had  been  stated,  in  that  organ 
that  the  bank  was  to  be  put  down:  the  misera- 
ble agent  of  the  Secretary  was  dispatched 
upon  his  miserable  mission,  and  he  sang  out  the 
notes  of  triumph  over  the  institution: — "the 
bank  was  a  miserable  reptile  at  the  feet  of  the 
Secretary" — 'it  was  to  die  at  his  command  &c.' 
Could  the  Government  speak  thus— array  itself 
thus    against    this    useful    agent,    this    wide 
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spread  agency,  without  destroying  confidence 
and  creating1  distress?  When  it  was  known 
•that  the  Executive  was  determined  at  all 
hazards,  even  by  trampling1  upon  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  lay  the  bank  at  the  feet  of  the  Secreia 
ry  of  the  Treasury,  was  it  to  be  wondered  at 
that  the  people  responded  in  distress  and  con 
vulsion.  The  conduct  of  the  President  was 
not  sanctioned  even  by  his  friends.  What  had 
they  heard  lately  from  the  elder  Senator  from 
Georgia,  than  whom  none  more  ably  vindicated 
the  usual  proceedings  of  the  Executive?  This 
gentleman  had  told  them  that  he  never  would 
have  advised  the  recent  act  of  the  President.  The 
honorable  Senator  could  not  have  used  more 
te?ider,  but  at  the  same  time,  forcible  con- 
demnatory language.  They  had  yesterday 
been  told;  also,  by  the  other  Senator  from  Geor- 
gia, that  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  would  have 
voted  for  a  restoration  of  the  deposites,  if  gen- 
tlemen had  used  milder  terms — if  they  had  cal- 
led the  late  act  of  the  Executive  a  mistake,  but 
because  they  had  designated  this  mat  er  by  it? 
proper  name,  this  suffrage  was  to  be  denied 
them.  Not  only  did  the  country  condemn  the 
outrage,  but  the  best  friends  of  the  Executive 
denounced  it. 

No  man  had  ever  yet  come  up  to  the  mark, 
and  said,  "I  justify  the  measure.''  And  yet,  in 
opposition  to  all  this  amount  of  feeling-  against 
the  conduct  of  the  Executive,  .both  on  the  pat 
of  the  people  and  Senators  themselves,  he  (Mr. 
F.,)  was  instructed — °  tell  it  not  in  Gath"— to 
support  the  measure  of  the  President.  What  the 
best  friends  of  the  Executive  did  not  venture  to 
sanction,  his  ( Mr.  F's)  Legislature,  extending 
over  o'ly  a  hundred  miles,  and  having  had  only 
a  few  days'  time  for  consideration,  directed  her 
Senators  heie  to  support  with  their  votes  and 
utmost  interest.  He  could  only  say  that  when 
the  administration,  and  the  friends  of  the  admin- 
stration,  countenanced  their  own  measures,  he 
would  think  of  obeying  the  instructions  he  had 
received;  until  then  he  should  avail  himself  of  his 
rights  as  a  freeman,  and  act  and  speak  according 
to  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience. 

But  they  had  been  told  that  the  language  of 
complaint  had  become  burdensome  to  certain 
delicate  ears  on  that  floor.  Six  weeks,  it  was 
said,  were  past,  and  Senators  had  done  nothing 
but  complain.  Instead  of  legislating,  they  had 
complained.  How  stood  the  fact?  Senators  had 
called  repeatedly  upon  the  friends  of  the  admin- 
istration to  declare  what  door  of  relief  they  inten- 
ded to  open  to  the  people,  and  had  been  told  that 
the  bank  should  not  be  rechartered,  nor  should 
any  new  bank  be  established.  There  was  to  be 
no  more  reflection  upon  the  subject ;  every  door 
was  shut  up,  and  they  were  now  told  to  sit  down 
and  be  quiet;  not  to  disturb  the  nerves  of  power 
with  complaints,  but  to  be  tame,  submissive,  and 
silent.  They  were  prepared  for  chains,  and  ought 
to  have  them  put  on  immediately  if  they  thus 
submitted.  But  they  did  not  mean  f."o  do  so.  They 
meant  to  sound  the  alarm  till  its  echoes  were  re. 
verberated  by  the  hills  and  vallies;  till  they  reach- 
ed the  heart  of  every  American  citizen,  and  pier- 
ced the  ear  of  power.    Yes !  if  power  would  not 


heed  these  sounds,  it  should  at  least  hear  them. 
They  would  tontinue  to  act  thus  as  long  as  they 
believed  the  people  to  be  opposed  to  the  usurpa- 
tions of  power.  When,  however,  the  people 
should  say,  through  the  medium  of  the  ballot- 
box,  "  Let  power  go  on,"  then  they  Would  lay 
down  their  arms  and  retire  from  the  contest,  with 
the  proud  consolation,  though,  of  having  done 
their  duty  ;  of  having  warned  their  countrymen 
until  warning  ceased  to  avail. 

Thus  much  for  the  memorial  which  he  had  just 
laid  before  the  Senate  ;  it  was  now  his  duty  to 
present  another  from  the  same  town. 

The  latter  memorialists  admitted  that  there 
was  a  great  pressure  and  much  distress  among 
the  business  men  of  the  place,  but  ascribed  it  all 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  Senate 
would  hear  the  memorial  read.  He  had  also 
one  remark  to  make  upon  it.  Many  of  the 
gentlemen  who  had  signed  the  document  were 
known  to  him,  and  were  highly  respectable  cha- 
racters :  he  could  not,  however ,  say  how  many 
of  them  were  residents  in  the  town  of  Patter- 
son. The  memorial  purported  to  come  from 
that  place  and  its  vicinity.  Now  from  his  know- 
ledge of  the  population  of  Patterson,  he  could 
say  that  there  were  only  700  voters,  and  450 
out  of  that  number  had  signed  the  other  me- 
morial j  the  "vicinity"  must,  therefore,  have 
afforded  a  considerable  portion  of  the  signers  of 
the  latter  memorial.  In  order  that  they  might 
ascertain  how  far  this  was  the  case,  he  would 
move  that  the  names  be  printed  as  well  as  the 
memorials  themselves. 

He  had  also  a  memorial  to  present  from  the 
citizens  of  Morrisville,  N.  J .,  expressive  of  their 
confidence  in  the  Government,  and  approving 
of  the  removal  of  the  deposites.  He  would 
merely  say  that  the  Ohaiiman  and  Secretaiy  had 
withdrawn  from  this  meeting,  and  had  circulat- 
ed another  memorial  which  would  in  due  time 
be  submitted  to  the  Senate.   - 

Mr.  Bit  OWN  said  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
refer  to  the  petitions  which  had  been  presented 
by  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey.  No  man 
could  be  more  strongly  impressed  with  the  im- 
portance to  be  attached  to  petitions  than  he  (Mr. 
B.)  was;  but  some  remarks  had  fallen  from  the 
last  speaker  which  required  to  be  noticed,  and  lie 
begged  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  while  he 
replied  to  them.  The  Senator  from  New  Jer- 
sey had  said  that  he  intended  to  "sound  an 
alarm,  &c."  The  gentleman  need  not  have  told 
the  Senate  this,  that  he  intended  to  sound  an 
alarm  ;  every  one  knew  that  the  alarm  was  not 
to  be  sounded,  but'that  it  had  been  sounded;  that 
it  had  been  blown  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest 
key  during  the  last  three  or  four  months.  Lan- 
guage of  a  menacing  and  threatening  kind  had 
been  used  to  overawe  the  country,  and  after 
that,  supplicatory  addresses  had  been  introdu- 
ed.  Gentlemen  had  been  implored  to  go  to 
the  Executive,  and  beg  him  to  retrace  his  steps. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  some  gentlemen  seem  to  think 
that  the  opinion  of  the  people  is  against  the  ad- 
ministration. So  far  as  that  opinion  has  been 
expressed  in  its  proper  form,  through  the  me- 
dium of  communication  constituted  and  chosen 
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by  the  people  themselves,  permit  me  to  say, 
sir,  that  the  opinion  of  the  citizens  of  this  coun- 
try is  in  favor  of  the  administration.  I  believe 
this  has  been  the  case  in  New  Jersey,  sir.  We 
have  had  memorials,  it  is  true,  against  the  ad- 
ministration, but  the  Legislature  of  that  State 
not  only  passed  resolutions  in  favor  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive measure,  but  has  repeated  them.  I 
therefore  say,  that  as  far  as  the  Legislature  is 
capable  of  expressing  the  opinion  of  the  peo- 
ple, that  opinion  goes  with  the  administration. 
Sir,  I  have  heard  language  here  this  morning 
which  has  struck  me  with  surprise.  I  have 
been  shocked,  as  an  American  citizen,  to  see 
Senators  rise  in  their  places  on  this  floor  and 
threaten — what  ? — Revolution  !  The  gentle- 
man from  Delaware  told  us  that  there  were  on- 
ly two  remedies  for  the  existing  state  of  things; 
one  was  the  ballot-box,  and  the  other,  revolu 
tion.  His  constituents,  he  tells  us,  have  "strong 
arms  and  stout  hearts."  The  Senator  from 
Vermont  has  also  told  us  that  if  a  remedy  is  not 
applied  by  Congress,  the  people  will  take  re- 
dress into  their  own  hands."  And  from  whom 
does  all  this  come?  From  the  admirers  of  the 
laws  and  the  Constitution;  from  those  who  are 
so  loud  in  their  out-cries  against  the  Executive 
for  having,  as  they  say,  violated  the  laws  and 
the  Constitution.  Is  this  their  reverence  for 
the  laws?  'Sir,  if  it  be,  deliver  me  from  such 
"keepers  of  the  law."  Sir,  if  I  had  no  other 
objection  to  the  United  Stages  Bank,  the  events 
I  now  see  passing  around  me  would  make  me 
its  opponent.  What,  sir,  a  bank  whose  very 
existence  is  only  justifiable  by  an  obscure  impli 
cation,  shaking  this  Government  to  its  founda- 
tions; overwhelming  the  people  with  distress , 
»nd  yet  a  constitutional  bank  ?  Sir,  it  is  a  libel 
on  the  framers  of  the  Constitu'ion,  to  say  that 
they  ever  intended  to  establish  this  power  un- 
less they  had  expressly  granted  it.  It  'rests 
upon  a  mere  implication.  Sir,  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  is  at  this  time  influencing  the  des- 
tinies of  this  country  to  a  greater  extent  than  all 
the  powers  granted  by  the  Constitution  to  Con- 
gress could  do  ;  yes,  sir,  than  all  put  together, 
it  needs  no  other  argument  than  this  to  prove 
its  injutious  tendency.  It  transcends  the  whole 
power  of  taxation. 

It  had  been  said,  continued  Mr.  B  ,  that  the 
question  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  bank 
h.id  been  settled.  Such  was  not  the  case.  In 
1810  and  1811,  Congress  decided  against  it. 
But  if  it  were  otherwise,  he  denied  that  the 
question  had  been  settled.  He  would  not  yield 
to  precedents,  nor  to  the  Supreme  Co'irt.  As 
a  citizen  he  must  obey  that  court,  but  not  as  ■ 
legshtor.  He  recognized  tSie  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  only  as  nine  highly  respecta- 
ble and  intelligent  gentlemen.  What  would 
be  the  consequence  of  their  paying  implicit 
obedience  to  that  body  ?  Why  all  power  would 
be  absolved  by  the  Supreme  Court ;  and  Sena- 
tors would  have  the  power  which  was  granted 
to  them  by  the  Constitution  taken  from  their 
hands.  He  was  opposed  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  rechartering  it  in  any  way 
or  upon  any  terms.    He  viewed  it  as  a  question 


in  which  the  liberties  of  the  people  were  in- 
volved. The  bank  had  undertaken  to  over- 
come the  country  ;  and  should  they,  when  the 
republic  was  yet  but  half  a  century  eld,  exhibit 
the  humiliating  spectacleof  a  free  people  bow- 
ing down  before  a  moneyed  monopoly  !  He 
held  that,  to  recl.arter  the  bank  in  any  way, 
would  be  a  surrender  of  the  Government  of  the 
people  ;  after  the  attack  which  had  been  made 
by  the  bank,  the  fierce  struggle  which  it  had 
maintained  against  the  people,  to  recharter  it 
would  be  to  place  the  people  at  its  feet.  It 
would  be  a  compromise  of  the  Constitution  and 
the  national  independence.  He  belived  it  was 
necessary  that  the  people  should  vindicate 
themselves  from  the  libel  which  had  been  cir- 
culated respecting  them,  viz  :  that  they  owed 
their  prosperity  to  this  institution — to  this  bank 
in  Philad-  lphia.  It  was  a  libel  to  say  that  such 
was  the  case.  The  source  of  the  prosperity  of 
the  people  of  this  country,  was  their  industry, 
and  the  various  advantages  which  resulted  from 
their  free  institutions. 

There  was  another  alarming  indication  of  the 
influence  exerted,  and  attempted  to  be  exerted, 
by  the  bank.  The  Senate  was  told  yesterday, 
that,  unless  some  relief  were  afforded,  Congress 
would  be  kept  where  it  now  was  till  the  fall. — 
What !  were  they  come  to  this  ?  Were  they, 
for  the  sake  of  this  bank,  to  be  compelled  to  sit 
in  session  longer  than  they  had  ever  done  du- 
ring the  war  ?  During  the  gloomiest  period  of 
that  war,  they  had  never  been  called  upon  to  sit 
for  so  long  a  time  as  was  now  threatened.  This 
was  not  the  least  alarming  sign  of  the  times.— 
He  did  think  it  was  the  duty  of  those  who  wish- 
ed to  sustain  the  Constitution,  to  take  a  stand 
against  the  bank.  They  were  told  that  the  dis- 
tress was  increasing  and  accumulating;  that  the 
Executive  had  violated  all  law;  that  the  pressure 
was  such  that  they  would  be  compelled  to  listen 
to  the  will  of  the  people.  He  denied  that  the 
will  of  people  was  such  as  gentlemen  described 
it  to  be.  '  He  regretted  to  see  a  political  party 
attempting  to  elevate  themselves  upon  this  state 
of  things — a  party  rising  as  the  country  sunk, 
and  sinking  invariably  as  the  country  rose.  Gen- 
tlemen were  deceived,  however,  if  they  thought 
the  people  were  to  be  driven  into  their  measures; 
if  they  believed  they  could  do  this,  they  had  read 
history  to  little  purpose.  The  history  of  this  peo- 
ple, from  tha  revolution  till  the  present  moment, 
showed  that  the  greater  were  the  difficulties  and 
apprehensions  which  surrounded  the  American 
people,  the  more  buoyant  and  elastic  became 
that  spirit  which  rose  to  meet  them.  In  the  last 
war,  when  this  city  was  sacked  and  in  flames, 
did  the  spirit  of  the  people  succumb?  No!  as  the 
country  sank,  that  spirit  rose;  and  gentlemen 
might  rely  upon  it  that  the  people  were  not  to  be 
coerced  into  submission  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion. Let  the  bank  continue  it*  present  con- 
duct, and  it  would  still  find  sufficient  elasticity 
among  the  people  to  meet  and  overcome  its  ne- 
farious efforts. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said,  that,  after  what  had 
fallen  from  the  member  from  North  Carolina, 
it  became  necessary  for  him  to  offer  some  re- 
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marks,  though  nothing  had  been  farther  from 
his  expectations  than  to  be  called  upon  to  take 
any  part  in  this  accidental  discussion.  The  ho- 
norable member  who  has  just  taken  his  seat 
was  present  when  the  observation  fell  from  me, 
which  is  now  by  him  made  the  subject  of  com- 
ment.  It  drew  from  him,  at  the  moment,  no 
reply;  but  now,  after  the  lapse  of  more  than  a 
week  from  the  time  that  observation  was  made, 
the  honorable  member  comes  again  into  the 
Senate,  and,  while  ai  other  subject  is  under 
discussion,  refers  to,  and  rebukes  my  rem  irk, 
while,  at  the  same  time,  he  proves  that  either, 
after  this  lapse  of  time,  he  has  forgotten  it,  or 
that,  at  the  moment  it  was  made,  he  misun- 
derstood it. 

What  I  said,  sir,  was  spoken  in  the  spirit  of 
admonition  to  those  who  govern  this  country, 
not  to  drive  the  people  to  despair.  So  far  from 
inciting  to  revolution,  as  others  have  done  be- 
fore, who  now  preach  the  doctrines  of  passive 
obedience  and  non-resistance,  my  remarks  were 
calculated  to  repress  a  spirit  of  insurrection, 
until  tyranny  should  become  intolerab.e.  My 
position  was,  that,  in  this  country,  Govern- 
ment was,  or  should  be,  subject  to  the  will  of 
the  people;  that  their  will,  however  now  re- 
sisted, must  eventually  be  obeyed;  and  that, 
whether  relying  on  the  quiet  exercise  of  the 
elective  franchise  to  resist  an  executive  army 
at  the  polls,  or  eventually  impelled  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  right  of  revolution,  they  would 
be  their  own  deliverers  from  oppression.  I  did 
endeavor  to  warn  those  in  power  that  there  was 
nothing  yet  in  the  moral  or  physical  condition 
of  my  countrymen,  tD  sink  them  into  the  sul- 
len apathy  of  an  enslaved  populace.  My  re- 
mark, that  the  people  had  the  meavs  of  redress 
in  their  own  hands  against  intolerable  oppres- 
sion, was  sot  confined,  as  the  gentleman  sup- 
poses, to  my  constituents,  but  extended  to  his 
own.  and  to  all  American  freemen;  and  it  was 
intended,  while,  as  I  supposed,  it  was  by  all  so 
understood  at  the  time  it  was  uttered,  as  a  salu 
ta>-y  warning  to  men  in  power,  and  all  their 
abettors  in  this  House,  to  beware,  lest  they 
goaded  a  generous,  gallant,  and  intrepid  peo- 
ple, beyond  the  point  where  patience  ceases  to 
be  a  virtue. 

Sir,  I  again  warn  the  honorable  member  and 
his  political  associates  to  beware.  The  people 
of  this  country  may  tamely  bear,  as  he  hopes 
they  will,  the  ruin  of  commerce  and  the  pros- 
tration sf  all  the  other  great  interests  of  the 
trading  and  business  part  of  the  community,  but 
will  they  tolerate  the  overthrow  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  the  laws?  Will  they  quietly  submit 
to  executive  usurpation,  after  it  has  absorbed 
all  the  other  powers  of  the  Government,  both 
legislative  and  judicial?  I  tell  the  honorable 
member,  that  while  1  and  my  friends  proudly 
acknowledge  the  title  he  has  conferred  upon 
us,  of  guardians  of  the  laws  and  the  Constitu- 
tion, we  do,  in  perfect  -consistency  with  our 
professions,  at  the  same  time  « 'threaten  revo- 
lution"— not,  sir,  to  subvert  the  laws — not  to 
overthrow  the  Constitution — not  to  breakdown 
the  institutions  of  the  country— but  such  arevo- 


lutioi  as  will  bring  back  this  Govern  nent  to  the 
true  principles  of  the  Constitution,  and  make 
it  not  the  plunderer,  but  the  protector  of  the 
people.  And  educa'ed,  as  I  have  been,  in  the 
belief  that  resistance  to  tyranny  is  an  unaliem- 
ble  r  ght  of  man,  whenever  the  Constitution 
and  laws  are  trampled  under  foot,  and  the  Go- 
vernment is  reduced  to  a  despotism,  I  hold  that 
the  American  people  are  authorized  to  relieve 
themselves  from  it  by  force.  If  this  is  inciting 
to  revolution,  let  the  gentleman  make  the  most 
of  it.  Sir,  a  recurrence  to  these  principles  may 
be  unpleasant  to  those  in  power.  It  was  not 
less  so  in  the  early  stages  of  the  American  Re- 
volution, when  the  best  patriots  of  the  land 
poured  their  ineffectual  admonitions  into  the 
ears  of  power.  But  it  is  now  rather  too  late  in 
the  day  to  denounce  those  as  rebels  who  take 
occasion  to  admonish  tyranny  to  stop  in  its  mad 
career  over  the  prostrated  laws  and  the  viol.it- 
ed  Constitution. 

At  the  same  time,  I  will  take  oc-asion  to  say 
to  the  honorable  member,  that  his  own  obser- 
vations, made  even  at  tne  very  moment  when 
he  was  delivering  his  lecture  on  passive  obedi- 
ence, were,  in  a  high  degree,  disorganizing, 
and  calculated  to  incite  to  rebellion;  for  he  un- 
equivocally denounced  the  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  which  had  established  the  con- 
stitutionality  of  the  bank  charter,  and  roundly 
told  us  that  the  decisions  of  that  exalted  tribu- 
nal should  have  no  effect  with  him.  The  ho. 
norable  member  must  change  his  own  course 
here,  and  make  his  own  practice  more  conform- 
able to  his  preaching,  before  he  acquires  the 
power  to  lecture  with  effect  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  SWIFT  did  not  recollect  having  used 
the  expression.  If  any  thing  whic'i  he  had 
said  was  understood  to  signify' that  the  people 
would  rise  in  rebellion,  he  meant  no  such  thing. 
He  had  said  that  the  people  believed  that  their 
present  distress  was  brought  upon  them  by  the 
action  of  the  Government;  they  believed  that 
Congress  had  full  power  to  grant  the  relief  they 
asked  for;  and  if  Congress  did  not  grant  that, 
they  would  take  the  power  into  their  own 
hands.  There  were  other  modes  of  taking  the 
power  into  their  own  hands  besides  rebellion, 
tie  believed  the  people  whom  he  represented 
were  as  willing  to  endure  hardships  and  pri- 
vations as  any  other  people,  but  they  would  not 
endure  usurpation.  The  gentleman  himsel 
would  allow  that  usurpation  ought  to  be  resist 
ed. 

Mr.  BROWN  would  not  have  made  the  ob- 
servation, had  it  not  been  for  the  remarks 
which  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  gentleman  fron 
Ohio:  and  notwiths'anding  the  explamtion,  he 
still  thought  the  hon.  gentleman  and  himself 
understood  one  another  perfectly.  The  hon. 
gentleman  had  said  that  there  wereothermodes 
of  the  people  to  take  the  power  into  their  own 
hands  besides  rebellion;  and  yet  all  his  remarks 
plainly  told  that  he  meant  to  have  recourse  to 
that  measure  if  others  failed.  They  seemed  to 
say,  we  will  obtain  the  power,  peacefully  if  we 
can,  forcibly  if  we  must.  The  agriculturist  and 
others  of  the  country  would  scowl  on  those 
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\v\\o  urged  them  to  such  resistance.  They 
jiever  would  submit  to  a  moneyed  aristocracy. 
file  lion,  gentleman  had  said,  that  he  (Mr.  B.) 
jad  made  use  of  language  more  violent  than 
l»ny  which  he  had  used.  Would  the  gentleman 
idmit,  that  he,  in  obedience  to  his  instructions, 
should  throw  his  judgment  at  the  feet  of  the 
Supreme  Court.  In  his  character  as  a  private 
citizen,  he  would  submit  to  the  judiciary  of  the 
United  States,  but  nut  in  his  legislative  charac- 
ter. 

The  hon.  gentleman  from  Delaware  had  said, 
that  he  (Mr.  B.)  could  perceive  danger  in  the 
power  of  a  banking  institution,  but  that  he 
could  not  perceive  any  in  that  which  was  as- 
sumed at  the  White  House.  lie  had  examin- 
ed the  matter,  but  was  not  able  to  see  that 
breach  of  authority  which  others  had  perceiv- 
ed. On  a  full  consideration  of  the  matter,  he 
believed  that  those  who  contended  against  the 
full  power  of  the  Executive  to  remove  the  de- 
posites  when  he  thought  fit,  would  give  not  on- 
ly the  custody  of  the  deposites  to  the  bank, 
but  also  the  right  to  them.  The  President  held 
a  responsible  situation.  At  the  end  of  every 
four  years  he  was  responsible  to  the  country. 
It  was  not  so  with  the  bank.  That  institution 
was  wholly  irresponsible.  "When  a  bank  was 
chartered  for  twenty  years,  the  people  couldt 
not  reach  it.  The  actions  of  the  Presiden 
were  open;  those  of  the  bank  were  secret,  in- 
sinuating into  thousands  of  places.  The  bank 
strikes,  but  is  not  seen.  It  is  wholly  irrespon- 
sible. The  bank  was  a  power  entirely  irre- 
sponsible, while  the  President  was  responsible 
to  the  people  every  four  years. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  that  he  had  sought  in 
vain  to  make  himself  intelligible  to  the  member 
from  North  Carolina.  That  gentleman  persist 
in  the  declaration ,  which  has  been  as  often  re 
fated  as  it  has  been  made  on  this  floor,  that 
the  majority  of  this  Senate  are  the  mere  advo- 
cates of  the  bank;  that  on  this  great  question 
we  are  looking  only  to  its  interests  and  seeking 
only  to  protect  its  rights.  But  the  subject  of 
our  complaint  is,  that  the  Constitution  and  the 
Laws  aie  violated — not  merely  that  the  rights 
of  the  bank  and  its  stockholders  have  been  dis- 
regarded. Will  the  honorable  gentleman  un- 
derstand me  when  I  say  that  the  American  pec- 
pleare  justified  in  resisting  encroachments  on 
the  Constitution  and  the  Laws,  by  a  revolution, 
whenever  in  their  judgment  the  oppression 
arising  from  that  encroachment  has  become  in- 
tolerable? If  he  understands  me,  will  he,  dare 
be,  deny  their  right?  He  imputes  to  me  what 
I  have  never  saiu,  when  he  assails  a  remark  of 
mine  as  bearing  the  interpretation  that  for  an 
invasion  of  the  private  rights  of  the  stockhold- 
ers in  the  bank,  the  resistance  of  the  Ameiican 
people  is  ever  to  be  expected. 

Mr.  C.  then  entered  into  an  argument  to  de- 
monstrate the  injustice  of  some  recent  attacks 
on  the  bank  and  particularly  examined  the  pow 
er  of  the  Executive,  which  is  now  contend  rig 
against  it. 

The  gentleman  from  N.Carolina  had  said  that 
the  President  was  made  responsible  to  the  peo- 


ple every  four  year0,  while  the  bank  charter 
was  originally  extended  to  twenty.  The  latter 
was  denounced  as  an  "irresponsible  money 
corporation;"  and  the  member  from  N.  Caroli- 
na had  said,  there  was  no  way  to  reach  it  for  an 
abuse  of  its  power.  The  President,  said  Mr. 
C.  is  not  in  fact  responsible  to  any  human 
power  during  his  four  years' term  of  office. 
The  whole  power  of  impeachment  under  any 
circumstances,  or  for  any  offence,  I  believe  to 
be  ineffectual.  No  President  ever  was  impeach- 
ed— no  President  ever  will  be  impeached  while 
he  holds  the  press,  the  purse,  anil  the  sword  of 
the  nation  at  his  own  control.  But  for  the  bank! 
Does  not  the  member  know,  that  the  ^Presi- 
dent has  reason  to  believe  that  if  the  charter  has 
been  violated,  lie  may  cause  a  scire  facias  to  be 
issued,  calling  on  the  institution  to  show  cause 
why  the  charter  shall  not  be  forfeited?  Why 
is  it  that  from  day  to  day  this  unmeaning  cry  is 
rung  in  the  ears  of  the  people,  that  the  bank  is 
an  irresponsible  corporarion?  Will  the  member 
from  N.  Carolina ,  or  any  other  member  here, 
condescend  to  inform  us  in  what  sense  it  is  "ir- 
sponsible  1"  Would  they  deprive  it  of  a  jury 
trial,  the  privilege  of  the  vilest  le'on  before  his 
conviction  ?  Is  it  because  the  charter  so  far  pro- 
tects the  institution  against  the  all  grasping 
hand  of  power,  as  to  secure  to  it  aright  to  be 
heard  before  a  jury  of  the  country,  on  the  Presi- 
dent's charges,  that  this  phrase  is  become  one 
of  the  watchwords  of  those  who  are  daily  en- 
deavoring to  hunt  down  this  noble  institution } 

The  advocates  of  executive  power  now  seek- 
ing to  establish,  under  the  immediate  control  of 
one  man,  fifty  affilited  State  banks,  as  an  addi- 
tion to  the  power  he  already  enjoys  of  appoint- 
ing and  removing  at  his  pleasure,  foity  thous- 
and public  officers  and  agents,  are  the  very 
men  who  sound  the  tocsin  of  "tyranny  any  pow- 
er," whenever  that  institution  is  named,  whose 
political  strength,  exerted  to  the  utmost,  could 
not  equal  that  of  a  single  executive  depart- 
ment! 

Mr.  C .  proceed  to  reply  to  the  charge  of 
abuse  in  the  publication  of  matter  necessary  for 
the  defence  of  the  bank,  out  of  its  own  funds — 
a  charge  which  he  considerd  might,  with  equal 
propriety,  be  brought  against  every  man  in  this 
country,  who  employed  counsel  to  defend  him 
against  an  unjust  accusation  in  a  court,  or  who 
paid  ajprinter  to  publish  his  own  defence  against 
a  libel. 

He  alluded,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  to 
the  anecdote  related  by  Mr.  Forstth,  a  few 
days  ago,  who  compared  certain  gentlemen 
here,  complaining  of  the  public  distress,  with 
a  Methi.dist  preacher  exhorting  his  congrega- 
tion: "groan,  sinners  !  groan  !"  He  observed 
that  there  were  certain  politicians  here  and  else- 
where who  had  no  occasion  for  admonitions 
from  the  pulpit  to  cause  them  to  groan.  The 
groans  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.and  of  all 
those  in  office,  politically  associated  with  him, 
were  so  audible,  that  no  exhortation  could  be 
deemed  necessary  to  cause  them  bitterly  to  re- 
pent of  that  act  of  folly  which  had  brought  the 
country  into  such  a  state  of  excitement  as_ gave 
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them  an  assurance  that  their  days  of  power  were 
numbered. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  was  very  glad  that  the  hon- 
orable Senator  had  introduced  the  last  paper. 
It  ought  to  make  an  impression  on  the  mind  of 
every  one.  Here  was  a  complete  advertise- 
ment for  every  one  to  take  up  the  opinion  that 
the  bank  had  not  caused  the  distress  of  the 
country.  He  should  think  it  evidenf  that  he 
had  mistaken  the  state  of  public  opinion.  The 
honorable  Senator  from  Delaware  had  told  the 
Senate,  thaf,  in  his  judgmen',  a  certain  class  of 
politicians  would  soon  groan  for  their  sins, 
without  being  called  upon  to  do  so.  It  might 
be  so — our  turn  may  come  next,  said  Mr.  F., 
and  I  am  sure  we  have  excellent  lessons;  and, 
if  we  can  only  groan  musically,  it  will  do  very 
well. 

Mr.  Fohstth  said,  he  had  some  right  to 
complain  of  the  Senator  fron  New  Jersey,  for 
intimating  to  him  the  situation  in  which  he  stood 
in  relation  to  the  administration.  Did  he  want 
to  widen  the  breach?  But  the  Senator  had 
mistaken  his  meaning?  He,  however,  did  say, 
and  he  would  repeat  it,  that  if  he  had  been  a 
constitutional  adviser  of  the  President,  he 
would  Ime  been  in  favor  of  delaying  the  mea. 
sure  of  removal.  For  the  country,  he  did  not 
know  but  the  decision  of  the  President  was 
best,  though  not  for  the  party.  The  ground 
on  which  he  would  vindicate  the  Presided,  had 
been  substantiated.  He  did  not  mistake  the 
public  sentiment.  There  was  another  com- 
plaint against  him,  that  he  complained  of  the 
complaints — that  they  were  unpleasant  to  the 
ear  of  power.  [Mr.  Fbelinohutsew  said  b> 
did  wot  refer  to  the  Senator  from  Gei  rgia.] 
Mr.  F. thought  he  alluded  to  what  he  had  said 
a  tew  weeks  ago,  in  regard  to  debate  on  memo- 
rials. If  he  had  then  endeavored  to  stop  dis- 
cussion, he  thought  he  had  since  that  time  fully 
atoned  for  his  error — perhaps  he  had  done  too 
much  in  that  way.  If  the  people  had  com- 
plained of  the  want  of  relief,  the  sin  lay  at 
tke  door  of  those  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House.  It  was  in  vain  for  gentlemen*  to  tell, 
that  they  were  wating  for  the  administration; 
they  knew  the  President  was  not  with  then* 
"Why,  then,  did  they  not  act  on  their  own 
views?  They  had  told  that  they  did  not  act 
in  the  Senate,  because  they  wanted  a  majority 
in  the  other  House.  All  this  is  very  well.  If 
gentlemen  imagined,  that  by  delay  they  could 
induce  the  people  to  act  on  the  other  House, 
they  would  see  the  result.  It  was  impossible 
for  gentlemen  to  shut  their  eyes  to  the  fact  of 
what  was  the  popular  sentiment  on  this  subject. 
If  they  were  blind  now,  their  eyes  would  be 
open  in  a  very  short  time.  Here  was  a  whole 
S!s.te,  the  largest  in  the  Union,  which  had 
unatimeusly  resolved  in  favor  of  a  recharter  of 
the  bank;  and  what,  now,  was  the  state  of 
things  there?  There  was  a  thorough  change— 
the  country  rung  from  one  end  of  Pennsylvania 
to  the  other,  "Down  with  the  bank!"  He 
should  think  this  would  satisfy  them,  that  their 
anticipations  were  without  foundation. 

When  gentlemen  looked  forward  to  a  revo- ; 


lution  to  break  down  the  power  of  the  admin- 
istration,  he  supposed  they  were  not  sorry.  Ho 
supposed,  they  were  desirous  that  the  country 
should  suffer  for  the  glorious  resulis  that  were 
in  store.  The  tyrant,  the  despot,  was  to  be 
hurled  from  his  seat.  Those  who  thus  used 
power,  were  to  be  trampled  in  the  dust.  He 
believed  the  gentlemen  were  entirely  mistaken 
— and  they  would  see  by  the  time,  which  ra- 
pidly drew  near. 

Mr-  FRELINUHUYSENsaid,  the  gentleman 
is  disposed  to  complain  that  I  made  a  long 
speech — but  with  the  speech,  and  the  reading 
of  m  morials,  I  only  occupied  ten  minutes. 
The  gentleman  said,  it  was  out  of  order  to  en- 
ter into  discussion  on  a  mere  reference  of  me- 
morials— that  it  was  an  unnecess.ry  waste  of 
time — and  then,  by  way  of  practical  illustra- 
tion, he  has  been  talking  ever  «ince.  I  do  as 
he  does,  and  not  as  he  says.  I  had  no  design 
or  desire  to  aggravate  his  embarrassment  by  my 
remarks.  He  should  consider  that  my  situation 
also,  is  embarrassed.  He  has  referred  to  my 
instructions;  and,  in  severe  terms,  has  said,  that 
I  should  have  to  give  a  reckoning.  If  I  have 
done  him  injustice,  I  will  render  him  one  spe- 
cies of  reparation — when  the  wheel  turns,  I 
-•hall  then  be  with  him,  and  will  give  him  a 
drop  of  consolation. 

In  lvgard  to  New  Jersey,  I  did  not  think  it 
proper  to  make  any  o'her  statement  than  what 
I  did  make.  I  will  now  say,  so  strong  is  the 
feeling  against  those  who  held  the  meeting  in 
favor  of  the  administration,  that  a  memorial  is 
now  in  circulation,  and  more  than  500  business 
men  have  subscribed  it  already.  We  will  wait 
till  we  have  it,  and  then  we  shall  see  the  result. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  I  meant  nothing  person- 
al toward  the  gentleman  ;  and,  so  far  as  he  is 
concerned,  I  will  say ,  the  Lord  send  him  a  safe 
deliverance. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  said,  I  have  confi- 
dence that  He  will. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  said,  the  Senator  from  Geor- 
gia observes,  that  groans  of  distress  arise  from 
the  opposersof  the  administration — but  not  fire 
minutes  before,  he  had  complained  that  his  own 
situation,  in  regard  to  the  administration,  was 
embarrassing.  This  was  a  deeper  and  more 
heartfelt  groan — and  I  am  not  desirous  to  add, 
there  is  a  palpable  way  for  him  to  extricate 
himself. 

But  I  rose  principally,  or  rather  solely,  to 
protest  against  one  statement  of  the  Senator 
from  Georgia,  in  wtii-h  he  imputes  to  others 
sentiment",  which  I,  for  one,  feel  bound  to  re- 
pudiate. He  says,  those  who  oppose  this  mea- 
sure, are  not  sorry  that  the  executive  experi- 
ment is  to  be  tried.  I  say,  he  is  not  authorised 
to  maie  this  assertion.  It  is  an  inference  of  his 
own,  from  insufficient  premises.  I  say,  that 
those  who  have  opposed  the  measures  of  this 
administration,  deplore,  and  deeply  deplore, 
this  executive  experiment  on  the  business  and 
property  of  the  United  States — and  they  ar- 
dently hope,  that  this  experiment  will  not  be 
continued.  It  is  not  a  case  of  utter  darkness, 
but  it  is  a  case  in  which  the  friends  of  the 
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country  and  the  Constitution,  see  ruin  spread- 
ing over  the  country,  and  they  deeply  lamen' 
it.  I  protest  agiin-t  lhe  ascription  of  such  per- 
sonal motives — against  the  charge  of  being  »c 
tuated  by  party  considerations.  The  gentle- 
man says,  that  as  a  party  man,  he  would  have 
advised  the  President  not  koMiave  adopted  this 
measure.  The  gentleman's  colleague  has  siid, 
that  in  six  Stales  through  which  he  passed,  the 
measure  was  almost  unanimously  condemned  or 
deplored;  and  that  if  it  had  not  been  made  a 
party  measure,  two-thuds  of  both  Houses  of 
Congress  would  have  condemned  it;  that  there 
Were  few  who  would  stand  up  and  justify  it; 
but  the  gentleman  says,  the  public  voice  has 
sanctioned  it.  1  must  be  permitted  for  one  to 
say,  that  I  dissent  from  this  opinion.  I  believe 
the  manifestations  we  have  had  of  public  opin- 
ion, does  not  arise  from  party  vtews — but  it  is 
public  opinion  ,  as  it  comes  from  business  men  , 
from  those  who  are  disinterested,  whom  the 
measure  has  pressed  so  severely,  that  he  will 
soon  hear  a  voice  which  will  be  clear  and  une- 
quivocal. 

The  gentleman  has  supposed,  that  a  single 
declaration  from  New  Jersey,  ought  to  do  away 
the  influence  of  the  complaints  of  thousands 
And  tens  of  thousands,  of  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  I  solemnly  declare,  that  I  deeply 
lament  this  executive  experiment.  I  deeply 
lament  that  the  President  has  made  up  his 
mind,  that  all  who  make  use  of  borrowed 
capital,  ought  to  break--and  has  adopted  a 
measure  to  produce  that  result.  When  he 
looked  at  his  own  constituents,  and  recol- 
lected that  expression  of  the  Executive  that 
all  who  did  business  on  (credit  ought  to  break, 
he  saw  a  highly  useful,  a  highly  jvirtuous, 
a  highly  meritorious  class  of  citizens,  against 
whom  the  executive  denunciation  was  intended 
to  operate. 

The  hon.  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  said, 
that  the  delay  in  the  relief  of  the  country,  was 
to  be  ascribed  to  the  action  of  the  Senate.  He 
appealed  to  all  who  heard  him,  whether  the 
Senate  had  it  in  their  power  ;  and  whether  the 
majority  of  that  body  had  not  adopted  every 
means  in  their  power  to  effect  it. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  the  hon.  gentleman  de- 
clared that  he  would  not  go  to  his  constituents 
without  a  formal  denial  on  his  part.  He  did 
not  know  what  were  the  gentleman's  particular 
views;  but  judging  by  hisconduct,he  musthavea 
singular  mind,  if  he  did  not  wish  the  adminis- 
tration to  be  subverted.  Was  the  gentleman 
blind  to  his  own  motives  ?  The  gentleman 
must  shut  his  eyes.  On  what  ground  did  he 
get  up  and  protest  individually,  when  expres- 
sions were  made  use  of  against  whole  parties  ? 
Let  the  gentleman's  expressions  and  conduct 
for  the  last  five  years,  go  to  his  constituents. 

He,  Mr.  F.,  had  been  accused  of  complaming 
of  groaning  on  the  part  of  others,  and  at  the 
same  time  groaning  himself.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman did  not  understand  irony.  The  ironi- 
cal expressions  which  he,  Mr.  F.,  had  made  to 
the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  had  been  taken 
seriously!  as  a  [complaint.     No,  he  would  not 


change  situations  with  those  on  the  opposite 
side.  The  gentleman  must  bear  to  give  and 
take. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  said,  the  Senator  from  Geor- 
gia saw  fit  to  make  a  declaration  as  to  all  those 
who  were  opposed  to  the  measure  of  the  Execu- 
tive.    The  hon.  Senator  could  not  be  unaware 
that  he  (Mr.  Sprague)  was  one  of  those  indivi- 
duals;  and   yet  the  hon.  Senator  affected  to  be 
surprised  that  he  (Mr.  S.)  should  take  the  decla- 
ration to  himself.     The  hon-  Senator,  with  his 
usual  adroitness,  had  changed  his  declaration. — 
He  at  first  said  that  all  those  opposed  to  the  ad- 
ministration were  not  sorry  that  the  executive 
measure  and  experiment  had  taken  place.     And 
how  did  he  elude  the  answer  which  he  had  made 
to  him?     Why,  by  saying  that  he  (Mr.  S.)  had 
shown  an  opposition  to  the^administ  ration  forsome 
years,  and  that  he  wished  it  put  down.     Was  this 
meeting  the  point  of  what  the  hon.  Senator  had 
previously  said"that  every  man  opposed  to  the  ad- 
ministration was  glad  the  experiment  had  been 
made?"  Did  it  follow,  that  because  a  gentleman 
was  opposed  to  the  administration  he  must  be 
pleased  that  it  should  do  wrong?     That  he  could 
not  regret  any    high   handed    measure   which 
brought  distress  and  ruin  on  the  country?     The 
hon.  Senator  might  attempt  to  escape,  but  it  was 
in  his  usual  manner,  by  changing  the  issue  and 
point  of  debate.     He  (Mr.   S.)  had  a  right  to 
protest  against  the  Senator's  declaration.     The 
hon.  gentleman  had  said  that  no  one  knew  his 
(Mr.  S's.)  motives  better  than  he  (Mr-  S.)  him- 
self; and  yet  the  hon.  gentleman  presumed  to 
animadvert  upon  those    motives.     The  Senator 
from  Georgia,  continued  Mr.  S.,  has  said  that  I 
have  imputed  improper  motives  to  other  gentle- 
men.    I  wish  the  hon.  Senator  would  tell  me 
when  I  did  so;  but  he,  wi'h  all  the  tact  of  a  prac- 
tised debater,knows  how  to  avail  himself  of  gen- 
eral  statements.     With  reference  to  this  matter, 
sir,  permit  me  to  say,  that  I  have  always  endea- 
vored to  treat  Senators  on  this  floor  with  respect; 
I  have  never  deliberately  imputed  improper  mo- 
tives to  any  one.     If  the  gentleman  had  told  me 
when  I  did  so,  I  should  have  felt  obliged  to  him; 
but  I  feel  under  no  obligation  to  him  for  the 
vague  and  indefinite  information  which  he  has 
just  communicated  to  the  Senate.     He  has  been 
kmd  enough,  sir,  to  advert  to  my  constituents, 
an  1    upon  this  subject  it  appears  he  cannot  be 
mistaken.  Now,  sir,  I  may  venture  to  say,  even 
to  the  infallible  gentleman  from  Georgia,    that 
the  time  will  ome  when  he  will  have  reason  to 
doubt  his  infallibility.  Sir,  whatever  may  be  the 
present  indications  to  the  gentleman  from  Geo- 
gia  of  the  state  of  public  feeling  in  that  part  of 
the  country  from  which  he  comes,  1  believe  the 
time  is  approaching   when  the   people  of  that 
State  will  be  found  opposed  to  this  high  handed 
outrage  on  the  Constitution.     I  know  the  confi- 
dence with  which  the  gentleman  refers  to  the 
State  of  Maine;  but  I  know  also  the  magnanim- 
ity of  the  people  of  that  State.     1  have  acted 
here,   sir,   as  they  would  have  acted.     If  they 
could  have  seen  what  1  have  seen,  and  know 
what  I  have  known,  I  would  give   my  body  to 
the  flames,   and  my  neck  to  the  halter,  if  they 
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would  not  have  sustained  me.  Sir,  I  know  the 
people  of  my  State,  I  know  my  duly  to  them, 
I  owe  them  the  benefit  of  whatever  inform  ition 
I  can  gain  here,  I  owe  them  the  exercise  of  my 
intellect,  and  I  fee!  bound  to  exercise  that  in- 
tellect against  their  prejudices. 

I  am  aware  of  what  I  mean  by  this  declara- 
tion, sir;  I  know  that  I  sacrifice  my  political 
life  by  it;  but  my  course  has  been  taken  here 
upon  facts;  upon  facts  which  my  constituent 
know  nothing  of,  and  which  the  falsehoods  of  a 
mercenary  press  prevent  from  coming  under 
their  observation.  With  these  fac's,  sir,  press- 
ing upon  my  mind,  I  have  discharged  my  duty, 
and  have  used  the  knowledge  I  possess  for  the 
good  of  my  State,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
dictates  of  my  conscience.  Sir,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  my  State  will  do  me  even  ual  justice.  1 
appeal  even  to  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  to 
other  Senators,  and  to  the  world,  what  motive 
I  can  have  to  go  against  the  administration  but 
the  impulses  of  my  own  conscience?  If  I  had 
personal  objects  to  gain,  have  I  not  seen  gentle- 
men taken  from  both  Houses  of  Congress  and 
installed  in  offices  as  a  reward  for  their  support 
of  Executive  measures.  If  I  had  haJ  any  ob- 
jects of  personal  aggrandizement,  would  they 
not  have  induced  subs-rviency  to  Executive 
will,  especially  when  I  might  have  referred  to 
the  opinion  of  the  Legislature  of  my  State  ; 
could  I  not  have  had  an  excuse  for  bowing  to 
Executive  will  ?  I  am  willing,  sir,  that  the  Se- 
nator from  Georgia  shall  make  a  comparison  in 
this  respect  between  him  and  myself;  between 
my  conduct,  to  that  power  which  can  bestow 
favors,  and  his.  He  may  elevate  himself  as 
much  as  he  pleases — may  felicitate  himself  as 
frequently  as  he  thinks  proper  upon  his  being 
above  party  considerations,  but  we  shall  reserve 
to  ourselves  the  power  of  judging  of  him  as  he 
udges  of  others. 

Mr.  FORSY  I  H  :  The  gentleman  thinks  I 
wish  to  escape  the  issue.  I  thought  I  had  met 
the  issue.  The  observa'ion  I  made  was  a  ge- 
neral one  ;  such  as  we  use  frequently  among 
each  other,  without  exciting  any  particular  feel- 
ing. I  do  not  wish  to  pursue  the  subject,  but 
with  regard  to  what  has  been  said  about  patron- 
age and  reward,  if  the  Senator  from  Maine  will 
look  at  his  course  and  at  mine ,  he  will  find  that 
he  has  been  more  devot  d  to  power  than  I 
have.  It  has  been  my  misfortune  to  be  oppos- 
ed to  most  of  the  previous  administrations,  and 
to  have  differed  with  the  present  one  upon  se- 
veral important  matters.  Those  who  oppose  an 
administration,  however,  invariably,  cry  out  a- 
bout  "devotion  to  the  powers  that  be."  And 
what  is  the  object  of  this?  Why,  to  make  the 
people  distrustful  of  those  who  have  pow- 
er—  induced  the  people  to  take  it  fro  n 
those  who  have  it,  in  order  that  those 
who  have  it  not  may  obtain  it.  But  gentle- 
men mistake  the  intelligence  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States;  they  know  that  all  power  is 
in  their  hands — to  be  bestowed  by  them;  and 
they  have  even  given  it,  and  will  continue  to 
give  it,  to  those  whom  they  can  trust.  Sir,  is 
jt  not  as  easy  to  get  power  from  the  people  as 


to  get  a  pet!y  office  from  the  Executive.  Is 
there  a  man  who  will  be  contented  with  a  pet- 
ty office?  If  such  there  be,  let  him  bow  and 
obtain  it.     I,  sir,  have  higher  motives. 

The  prophesy  was  net  accomplished;  and  it 
would  be  more  than  gentlemen  was  entitled  to 
ask,  that  he  should  now  give  ear  to  new  prophe- 
tical opinions.  It  was  not  for  him  to  say  what  the 
political  opinion  of  the  people  in  his  own  State 
would  be  in  future;  he  could  only  judge  of  the 
present  from  the  past.  His  colleague  had  spo- 
ken of  the  prejudices  of  the  people.  What 
evidences  were  there  of  great  prejudices?  Had 
they  imbibed  prejudice  without  reason.  Look 
many  years  back  into  their  history.  Were  they 
not  always  opposed  to  such  measures?  And  now 
was  it  to  be  brought  against  them  as  a  charge 
of  prejudice? — now  their  interest  were  better 
promoted  than  in  former  times.  That  they  had 
been  in  adversity  was  also  true,  and  he  suppos- 
ed they  were  so  now.  But  so  far  from  being 
subject  to  prejudice,  they  were  a  reasoning,  a 
reflecting,  a  thinking  people,  and  had  given  evi- 
dence that  they  were  so. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  said,  the  hon.  gentleman  from 
Georgia  had  deposed  that  all  the  party  opposed 
to  the  administration  were  glad  of  the  experi- 
ment. He  had  made  use  of  his  usual  method  of 
escape  the  last  time  as  well  as  the  former,  and 
had  escaped  with  his  usual  subtlety.  He  had 
said,  that  he  was  generally  opp  >sed  to  the  ad- 
ministration. It  bad  been  his,  Mr.  S.'s  good 
fortune  to  support  aU  the  republican  adminis- 
trations which  had  existed  since  he  came  into 
public  life.  The  hon.  Senator  had  said  that  all 
power  was  not  derivable  from  the  executive  of- 
fices were  also  to  be  had  from  the  people,  The 
opinit%i  might  be  wrong;  but,  in  his  judgment, 
any  one  who  would  sacrifice  his  judgm-nt  and 
conscience  to  obtain  power  from  the  people  was 
scarcely  less  excusable  than  him  who  would 
cringe  to  power.  He  had  not  yielded  his  opin- 
ions to  either.  He  had  had  full  conviction  of 
the  intelligence  and  of  the  upiightness  of  the 
designs  of  his  constituents;  and  when  he  spoke 
ofa  portion  ofthemhaving  infirmities,  he  spoke 
of  them  as  partaking  of  the  infirmities  of  human 
nature  generally.  It  could  not  be  said  of  any 
people  that  some  amongst  them  had  not  thtir 
judgment  obscured  sometimes,  by  prejudging  a 
question.  He  desired  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stood as  to  what  he  meant.  He  had  reliance 
upon  the  republican  principle  which  existed 
amongst  his  constituents,  and  that  they  would 
arrive  at  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  that 
when  they  did,  they  would  act  on  it.  He  should 
not  be  willing  to  change  his  course. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  moved  that  the  Senate  ad- 
journ,  but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  request 
of  Mr.  Grundy,  who  would  not  occupy  three 
minutes. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  presented  the  Memorial  of  the 
Nashville  University,  praying  a  remedy  for  dif- 
ficulties in  regard  to  land  which  had  been  gran- 
ted by  Congress,  in  part  forthe|benefit  of  that 
innstitution;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  presented  the  memorial  of 
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citizens  of  Vermillion  county,  in  relation  to  a 
road;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  presented  memorials 
from  Samuel  Smith,  from  two  Creek  Indians, 
and  from  Marlow,  which  were  referred 

to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  a  discharged  officer  of 
the  late  war,  praying  Congress  for  a  grant  of 
land  to  him  and  other  such  officers  as  a  compen- 
sation for  their  services;  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  EWING  presented  the  petition  of  Robert 
Harris  for  a  post  route  in  Indiana;  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
R>ads. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  presented  the  petition  of 
Oliver  Cromwell,  praying  compensation  for  the 
loss  of  two  horses;  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Oi  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  Committe  on 
Imliin  Affairs  were  discharged  from  the  co  sid- 
eration  of  the  petition  and  papers  of  David 
Greenly. 
Mr.  WRIGHT,from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  H.  Green, 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing, and  ;he  report  and  documents  were  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SMITH,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  the  executors  of  Tliomas  Worihington, 
which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  NAUDAIN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claim*,  reported,  without  amendment,  a  bill 
from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  James  Killbourn 
— and  one  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Bird  and 
Grove  Pomeroy,  without  an  amendment. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  on  leave,  according 
to  previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill  for  confirm- 
ing certain  land  claims  in  Alabama,  which  was 
r.-ad  twice  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

The  Resolutions  offered  on  Friday  last,  by 
Messts.  EWING  and  CLAY  ION,  were  sever 
ally  adopted,  with  some  slight  amendments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POINDEXTER,  the  Sen- 
ate went  into  executive  session,  and  afterwards 
adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Mr.  CLAY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  en' itled  an  act  to  grant  pre-emption 
righs  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  approved 
May  29th,  1830;  reported  the  same  without  a- 
mendment 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on 
Territories,  made  a  report  on  the  shbject  of 
authorizing  the  people  on  the  eastern  division 
of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  the  people  of 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  to  form  for  them- 
selves a  Constitution  and  State  Government, 
and  admitting  them  into  the  Uni  >n,  on  a  footing 
with  the  original  States.  Also,  in  relation  to 
the  boundary  line  between  the  Territory  of 


Michigan  and  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana.ac- 
companied  by  a  bill  to  provide  for  taking  a  cen- 
sus of  the  inhabitants  of  the  eastern  division  of 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  of  the  Territory 
of  Arkansas;  which  bill  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Ohio, 

The  Committee  on  Military  affairs  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
officers  of  the  national  armories  at  Springfield 
and  Harpers  Ferry;  said  memorial  was  laid  on 
the  table.  P* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKIM, 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  dif« 
charged  from  the  further  cons  deration  of  the 
case  of  Stephen  Charles,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Commerce.  \ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C  A RR, 

The  case  of  Lewis  Horner  Tesson  was  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.  EVERETT, 

The  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  was  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  petition 
of  James  I).  Hardinge;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEA,  of  Ten. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  case  of  Jonah  Simpson;  which  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  yesterdiy, 

To  the  Hovse  of  the  Representatives. 

I  transmit  herewith,  to  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  containing  the  in- 
s' ructions  and  other  papers  called  for  by  the 
resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  14th  ultimo, 
rela'ive  between  the  United  States,  and  the  Is- 
land of  Cuba,  and  Porto  Rico,  &c.  &c. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Said  me  sage  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule 
in  order  to  present  a  series  of  resolutions  passed 
by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts;  but  the 
m  tion  was  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  purchasing  the  Library  and  the  offi- 
cial and  private  manuscript  papers  of  General 
Washington,  to  be  deposited  in  the  Depaitment 
of  State. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of 
the  day. 

I  Mr.  CLAYTON  rose  and  addressed  the 
House  on  Mr.  Mardis's  resolutions.  Hia  re- 
marks will  be  found  in  Register  No.  3,  page  76.] 

ARMY  APPPROPRIATION  BILL 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POLK,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the 
Union,  Mr,  Wayne  in  the  Chair;  and  the  army 
appropriation  bill  was  then  taken  up. 

The  bill  was  read  by  sections. 

Mr.  M'KAY  offered  an  amendment  to 'he  first 
section  of  the  bill,  appropriating  $1,381,772  for 
the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  army,  inclusive 
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of  the  sum  of  $94,786  arrearages,  so  as  to  dis 
tinguish  the  respective  sums  for  pay  and  subsis- 
tence, and  for  arrearage?.  Mr.  M'Kiy  commen- 
ted   likewise  on  the  increase   which  had  been 
regularly  going  on  in  the  expenses  of  the  army. 

Mr.  POLK  was  willing  to  accept  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  as 
to  the  separation  of  the  sums.  With  regard  to 
the  increase  of  the  expenses  for  the  army,  it 
was  accasioned  by  the  increase  of  the  army  it- 
self. 

Mr.  M'KAY  briefly  replied. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  clause  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
quarter  master's  department  was  read. 

Mr.  M'KAY  objected  to  the  increase  in  this 
item  of  expenditure  also.  In  1822  the  appro- 
priation for  forage  was  $17,000;  it  had  gone  on 
regularly  increasing,  and  had  now  swelled  to 
$59,000.  No  more  horses  should  be  paid  for 
than  were  actually  employed. 

Mr.  POLK  said,  the  number  of  horses  for 
which  appropriation  was  made,  was  no  more 
than  was  expressly  allowed  by  law.  The  in- 
crease in  this  item,  as  in  the  other,  was  owing 
to  the  increase  of  the  army. 

Mr.  McKAY  then  moved  to  amend  by  a  re- 
duction of  the  amount  to  the  sum  voted  in  1833, 
viz:— $54,331. 

Mr.  BULL,  of  Me.;  Mr.  POLK  and  Mr. 
VINTON,  severally  spoke  on  the  subject,  and 
Mr.  McKay  replied,  and  subsequently  withdrew 
his  amendment. 

After  some  other  clauses  had  been  disposed 
of 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Ma«s.  moved  a  grant  of 
^1,825  for  compensation  to  Surgeon  Beau- 
mont of  the  United  States'  Army,  for  his  servi 
c?9  and  expenses  in  performing  a  series  of  ex- 
periments on  a  wounded  soldier,  in  order  to 
ascertain  and  illustrate  the  process  and  powers 
of  digestion.  He  had  rendered  by  his  scientific 
exertions  great  aid  to  the  cans-,  both  of  hu- 
manity and  of  economy  as  regarded  miliary 
surgery.  The  appropriation  was  recommend- 
ed bv  the  Surgeon  General,  and  the  Secretir} 
of  War. 

Mr.  POLK  said  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  were  not  aware  of  this  matter,  when 
they  reported  the  army  appropriation  bill.  He 
suggested  the  propriety  of  bringing  it  before 
Congress  as  a  separate  and  distinct  measure. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Georgia,  objected  to  the  pro- 
position as  to  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  gen- 
tleman in  whose  behalf  this  claim  was  made;  why 
he  had  incurred  them  voluntarily,  and  ought  not 
now  to  call  for  a  reimbursement  by  Congress 
In  performing  a  duty  to  humanity,  and  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  science,  he  had  undoubtedly  done 
well ;  but  the  benefit  to  society  reflected  upon 
himself. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  and  Mr.  McDUFFlE,  advo- 
cated the  appropriation  on  the  grounds  that  the 
money  was  well  earned  by  the  merits  of  the  gen- 
tleman in  question,  and  by  the  services  which 
be  had  been  the  means  of  rendering  to  the  cause 
of  science. 


Mr.  CHILTON  also  supported  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  CROCKETT  rose.  Gentlemen  object- 
ed to  the  paying  for  experiments  ;  but  in  these 
days,  when  we  were  trying  experiments  on  the 
currency,  why  not  try  experiments  on  the  scien- 
ces ?  Though,  for  his  part,  he  thought  it  was 
hardly  necessary  to  make  any  appropriations  at 
all,  for  this,  or  any  thing  else.  He  had  been  al- 
most ready  to  go  against  all  appropriation  bills, 
till  he  knew  where  the  money  was.  If  one  man 
in  the  country  could  take  all  the  money,  what 
was  the  use  of  passing  any  bills  about  it?  It  was 
a  mockery — it  was  childish,  to  sit  there  and  ap- 
propriate at  all.  If  one  man  could  take  the  mo- 
ney, and  put  it  where  the  law  had  not  placed  it, 
how  did  the  House  know  where  it  was  ?  How 
could  they  tell  but  it  might  be  in  his  royal  majes- 
ty's pocket,  or  in  the  pocket  of  that  imp  of  famine, 
his  4th  Auditor.  The  money  was  not  where  the 
law  put  it,  and  who  knew  where  it  was?  He 
would  vote  for  one  experiment,  but  he  should  for 
certain  vote  against  the  other. 

The  question  was  now  put,  and  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  EVERETT  agreed  to — 
Ayes  80,  Noes  53. 

Mr.  McKAY  next  proposed  to  amend  the  bill 
in  the  item  for  the  Quartermaster's  Department 
from  365,000  to  306,000  dollars.  He  objected 
to  the  targe  increase  of  expenditure  in  fuel,  in  re- 
pairing barracks,  on  clerks  in  the  Quartermaster 
General's  Office,  and  those  of  his  assistants,  and 
in  the  postage  of  letters. 

Mr.  POLK  replied,  and  read  the  reports  and 
estimates  on  which  this  part  of  the  bill  had  been 
drawn.  He  was  willing,  and  had  himself  de- 
signed to  reduce  this  item  6000  dollars;  but  was 
opposed  to  so  large  a  reduction  as  50,000  dol- 
lars, now  proposed. 

Mr.  WILDE  now  moved  that  the  committee 
rise.  The  motion  carried — Ayes  66,  Noes  64. 
The  committee  thereupon  rose  and  reported  pro- 
gress; and  than 

The  House  adjourned. 

SENATE. 
Wednesday,  March  12,  1834. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  presented  the  petition  of 
Margaret  Hall,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS,  from  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  the  Wabash  Ri- 
ver. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  the  proceedings  and 
resolutions  at  a  meeting  at  Carlisle,  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Cumberland  county,  Pennsylvania,  op- 
posed to  the  assumption  of  power  by  the  Execu- 
tive, and  praying  the  restoration  of  the  deposites 
and  the  recharter  of  tho  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

He  also  presented  the  proceedings  and  resolu- 
tions of  the  same  character,  of  a  meeting  of  the 
tin  plate  workers,  sheet  iron  workers,  and  cop- 
per smiths  of  Philadelphia. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  a  similar  kind,  from  the 
same  classes  of  citizens,  in  Philadelphia. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  McKEAN,  these  documents  are  resounding  through  the  land,  the  sugges- 
were  severally  read,  referred  to  the  Committee  tions  of  the  proper  remedies,  and  earnest  peti- 
on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  tions  for  relief,are  not  worthy  to  be  regarded  as 

Mr.  LEIGH  said,  he  rose  to  present  a  memo- i  indications  of  public  opinion,  unless  they  come 
rial  on  the  subject  which  had  so  long  agitated,  |  from  persons  who  are,  or  have  been,  the  friends 
was  still  agitating,  and  would,  he  feared,  but  too  <  of  the  President  ?  That  the  only  indication  of 
long  continue  to  distract,  this  great  and  lately    public  feeling  or  opinion,  entitled  to  respect  in 


nourishing  country — the  Senate  woidd  under 
stand,  of  course,  that  he  alluded  to  the  subject 
of  the  deposites.  It  was  a  memorial  from  the 
merchants,  manufacturers,  mechanics.and  other 
citizens  of  the  town  of  Petersburg,  in  Virginia; 
a  town  always  distinguished  for  its  steady  ad- 
her- nee  to  republican  principles,  and  which,  he 
took  upon  him  to  say,  had  given  as  many  and 
signal  proofs  of  patriotism  and  devotion  to  the 
interests,  the  honor^and  the  happiness  of  the 
nation,  as  any  town  in  the  union.  It9  export 
trade  consisted,  chiefly,  in  the  two  staples  of 
cotton  and  tobacco;  and  the  memorialists  were 
perfectly  competent  to  judge  of  the  effects  of 


the  halls  of  Congress,  is  to  be  found  in  those 
professions  of  content  and  boundless  confi- 
dence that  are  sent  us  from  the  friends  of 
the  President  ?  If  such  a  distinction  shall  be 
established  and  acquiesced  in — if  it  be  even 
countenanced — then,  indeed,  has  a  change 
been  already  effected  in  the  relation  of  the 
people  towards  each  other,  and  in  the  moral 
feelings  of  the  country,  which  cannot  but 
end  in  a  total  change  m  our  political  institu- 
tions. In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  George 
111.  there  was  a  party  who  professed  them- 
selves the  King's  friends ;  and  never  was  there 
in  Great  Britain,    since   the    famous  Cabal  in 


public  measures  on  their  own  interests ,   and  I  the  days  of  Charles   II.,  a    more  mischievous 
those  of  the  country  of  which  their  town  was  !  and  pestilent  faction — pernicious   to  the   na- 


the  home  market, 

The  memorial,  said  he,  is  signed  by  the  prin- 
cipal, most  active,  and  intelligent  merchants  of 
the  place,  the  most  respectable  artisans ,  and 
many  persons  of  other  professions.  I  have  not 
thought  it  necessary  to  inquire,  or  to  tax  my 
own  recollection  to  ascertain,  which  of  the  me- 


morialists were  friendly  to  the  present  Chief  j  ment 


tion— pernicious,  especially,  to  their  royal  mas- 
ter, who  never  knew  prosperity  till  he  re- 
nounced the  principle  of  favoritism.  I  trust, 
in  Heaven,  that  a  system  of  favoritism,  far 
broader  and  more  comprehensive,  cannot  be 
established  in  this  country,  and  that  an  at- 
tempt to  do  it  will  not  be  endured  for  a  mo- 


Magistrate,  and  which  of  them  were  opposed  to 
his  election  to  the  station  he  now  filK  Indeed, 
I  have  been  surprised  beyond  measure,  to  find 
such  inquiries  made  and  answered  upon  this 
floor;  t<>  find,  that  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion, upon  the  presentation  of  memorials  com- 
plaining of  its  measures,  have  not  scrupled  to 
object,  that  the  memorialists  were  hostile  to  the 
President,  with  a  view  to  detract  from  the 
weight  of  their  evidence  as  to  the  existence 
and  extent  of  the  public  embarrassment  and 
distress,  and  of  their  opinions  as  to  the  causes 
of  their  grievances,  and  the  remedies  proper  to 
relieve  them;  and  that  gentlemen  in  the  oppo- 
sition, even  the  most  strenuous  and  intrepid, 
either  moved  by  their  deeP  sense  of  the  gene- 
ral distress  which  pervades  the  community,  and 
willing  that  relief  should  be  administered  upon 
any  terms,  or  somewhat  astounded,  perhaps,  at 
the  new  power  which  has  lately  arisen  in  the 
State,  have  yielded  an  involuntary  respect  to  it, 


These  memorialists,  for  the  most  part,  ar<* 
merchants  of  character  and  experience  in  busi- 
ness ;  and  other  memorials  (several  from  our 
great  cities)  have  been  sent  to  us  by  men  of  the 
same  clas*.  I  pray  the  Senate  to  remember  the 
course  of  government  in  all  other  countries, 
and  particularly  in  England,  under  circumstan- 
ces of  general  commercial  embarrassment,  or 
of  public  distress  of  any  kind.  Committees  are 
raised  to  collect  information  of  facts  ;  men  of 
business,  likely  from  the  nature  of  their  occu- 
pations to  possess  experience  and  knowledge 
of  the  subject,  are  called  before  them,  and  their 
opinions  taken  as  to  the  causes  of  the  mischief, 
their  modus  operandi,  the  precise  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  the  evil,  and  the  remedies  which  the 
symptoms  of  the  disease  indicate;  and  thus  they 
throw  lights  on  the  subject,  by  which  they  may 
see  their  way  to  relief.  There  is  a  maxim 
of  tl>«;  law  of  evidence,  founded  in  obvious 
good  sense  and  the  soundest  practical  philoso- 


and,  in  a  manner,  admitted  the  principle  of  the  phy — Cuilibet  sua  arte  credendum  est.  But  with 
objection,  by  controverting  the  fact  on  which  it  us,  the  examples  of  other  nations  and  other 
is  founded.     Has  it  come  to  this  pass  ?     Is  it  to   times   are   despised — t!ie  wisdom  of  the  very 


be  understood,  that  there  is  a  substantial  prac- 
tical difference,  in  the  nature  and  extent  of 
their  political  rights,  between  the  friends  of  the 
President ,  and  his  opponents?  Is  it  asserted 
and  acknowledged,  that  the  moral  weight  and 
influence  of  the  evidence  and  opinions  of  citi- 
zens of  one  party,  is,  in  fact,  and  ought  to  be 
inferior  to  those  of  the  other?  That  disappro- 
bation of  the  President's  conduct,  couched  in 
language  however  respectful,  founded  on  rea 


proverbs  is  disregarded  ;  rejected  with  scorn. 
Concede  to  the  President  the  greatest  extent  of 
general  knowledge  that  ever  statrsman  pos- 
sessed— concede  to  him  the  utmost  sagacity 
and  wisdom  that  can  be  ascribed  to  mortal  man 
— yet ,  upon  a  question  of  this  kind,  I  would 
take  the  opinion  of  an  intelligent,  experienced, 
practical  merchant,  much  more  when  we  have, 
the  concurring  opinions  of  a  multitude  of  such 
men,  as  a  surer  guide  to  truth  and  safety  than 


sons  however  clear  and  cogent,  and  the  repre-  i  any  opinion  he   can  be  capable  of  forming  or 
sentations  of  grievances  from  every  quarter  of  j  the  speculations  of  gentlemen  on  this  floor, 
the  country,  the  cries  of  distress  and  alarm  that !      The  character  of  the  memorial  itself,  which 
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I  now  present,  may  serve  to  commend  it  to  the 
attention  of  this  House.  Its  language  is  tem- 
perate  the  sentiments  it  expresses  are  moder- 
ate and  cautious— it  w  as  prepared,  circulated 
for  subscription,  and  submitted  to  the  examina- 
tion of  those  who  signed  it:  every  circumstance 
indicates  deliberation,  a  dispassionate  and  con- 
ciliatory spirit,  and  an  anxious  wish  to  avoid 
whatever  might  produce  excitement.  I  men- 
tion this,  because  I  think  that  the  right  of  peti- 
tion for  redress  of  grievances,  which  all  profess 
(and  I  shall  not  doubt,  sincerely)  to  respect, 
has  been  in  fact  disparaged  in  the  debates  of 
the  Senate  on  this  subject,  by  seizing  on  every 
circumstance  of  disorder,  every  incident  evin- 
cing confusion  or  irregularity,  in  the  meetings 
of  the  people  in  which  resolutions  or  memorials 
have  been  prepared:  witness  the  remarks  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Forsyth) 
on  the  proceedings  in  Morris  county,  New  Jer 
sey,  presented  yesterday.  The  general  effect 
of  those  remarks,  whatever  was  the  design,  was 
to  show  that  the  memorials  on  this  subject  are 
entitled  to  little  or  no  consideration,  and  to 
throw  ridicule  avid  contumely  upon  the  memo- 
rialists. Now,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  him, 
with  perfect  resprct,  and  indeed  in  duty  to- 
wards him,  supposing  as  I  do,  that  he  is  sincere 
in  his  professions  of  respect  for  the  right  of  pe- 
tition, that  such  professions  can  have  little  ef- 
fect, while  they  are  accompanied  with  expres- 
sions of  contempt  for  the  petitioners.  Such 
remarks  are,  in  my  opinion,  more  calculated  to 
impair  the  value  of  the  right  of  petition,  than 
the  most  explicit  denial  of  it ;  for  this  would 
hardly  be  borne. 

We  all  know  that  irregularities,  d  sorder,and 
confusion  do  sometimes  occur  in  the  meetings 
of  the  people  on  occasions  of  this  kind  ;  and 
yet  no  man  C3n  doub',  that  the  truth  of  facts, 
the  state  of  public  opinion,  the  wisdom  that 
resides  in  the  constituent  body  of  the  people,, 
may,  with  a  little  care  and  reasonable  attention 
to  their  representations,  be  fairly  collected  from 
their  resolves,  petitions  and  memorials.  The 
like  disorder  and  confusion  frequently  occur  in 
elections;  passion  and  prejudice,  error,  mis- 
take, and  even  th^  sudden  effects  of  calumnies 
cunningly  devised,  sometimes  affect  the  result 
of  them:  but  who,  for  that  reason,  undervalues 
representative  government?  who  doubts,  that 
the  interests,  the  rights,  and  the  will  of  the 
constituent  body,  are,  in  the  general  and  in  the 
long  run,  fairly  represented?  that  they  can  be 
no  otherwise  so  fairly  represented?  The  right 
of  petitioning  is  a  part,  and  an  essential  par',  of 
the  system  of  representative  government. — 
These  memorials,  daily  pouring  in  from  so  ma- 
ny and  such  various  sources,  must  be  respi  c'.ed. 
1  cannot  doubt,  that  thry  will  ultimately  com- 
mand entire  respect.  The  evidence  they  con- 
tain has  already  convinced  us  all,  that  the  dis- 
tress which  embarrasses  the  whole  business  of 
the  country,  is  rtal,  general,  aggravated  al- 
most beyond  endurance;  and  they  will  soon 
convince  us.ioo, that  the  memorialists und.rstand 
the  causes  which  have  produced  this  disastrous 
state  of   things,  and  justly  trace  the  grievances 


to  the  measures  of  the  Executive.  And  I  hope 
the  Senate  will  consider  the  representations 
they  make,  with  due  regard  to  their  opportu- 
nities to  know  the  facts,  their  competency  from* 
their  experience  in  business  to  form  a  correct 
judgment,  and  the  reasons  on  which  they  rest 
their  opinions,  both  as  to  the  causes  of  the  evils 
they  are  suffering  under,  and  the  proper  cor- 
rective. 

The  memorials's  of  Petersburg  add  their  tes- 
timony to  the  volume  of  evidence  already  laid 
before  the  Senate,  describing  the  distress  of  the 
country  in  language  so  guarded  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  doubt  their  sincerity,  yetso*strong  as  to 
manifest  their  deep  feeling  on  the  subject;  and 
they  state,  as  their  opinion,  that  the  sudden 
withdrawal  of  the  public  depoiites  from  the 
Bank  of  the  Unite!  States,  compelled  t'je  bank 
to  curtail  its  business  to  the  extent  and  in  the 
manner  it  has  done,  and  that  promptly,  too,  in 
order  to  meet  the  exigency  of  its  affairs;  and  if 
these  entailments  were  the  immediate  cause  of 
the  present  evils,  the  curtailments  themselves 
were  only  the  neces-ary  effect  of  the  unhappy 
measures  of  the  President.  To  those  measures 
therefore  they  trace  all  their  grievances;  and 
they  suggest  that  the  obvious  remedy  is  to  re- 
move the  cause  which  produced  the  mischief — 
that  is,  to  restore  the  deposites. 

That  this  would  be  a  great  .dleviation  of  the 
evil;  that  it  would  banish  much  of  the  alarm 
that  now  induces  men  to  suspend  or  contract 
their  business,  and  have  an  immediate,  sensible, 
and  most  beneficial  effect  in  res'oring  public 
confidence,  I  cannot  doubt.  But  to  me  it  seems 
plain  and  obvious,  that  a  system  of  bank  credit 
— such  as  exists  in  the  United  States — such  as 
must  continue  to  exist,  unless  the  St  it?.  Gov- 
ernments shall  unanimously  concur  in  the  gra- 
dual abolition  or  modification  of  it,  which  no 
man  can  at  present  entertain  a  hope  of--cannot 
consist  with  an  absolute,  uncontrolled  power  of 
one  man  in  the  State,  to  destroy,  or  even  to 
touch  it.  Such  a  system,  in  its  very  mt'ire.  in- 
volves the  interests  of  such  multitudes  as  never 
can  concur  in  the  sudden  violent  destruction  of 
it.  Their  caprices,  their  passions,  their  preju- 
dices, their  errors,  their  self-love,  counteract 
and  neutralize  one  another;  and  they  never  can 
concur  in  any  policy,  with  respect  to  so  general 
and  pervading  an  interest,  which  they  do  not 
esteem  necessary  for  the  common  weal  of  all. 
But  if  one  man  has  the  power  to  modify,  to 
control,  or  destroy  the  system,  his  caprice,  his 
passions,  excited  perhaps  without  provocation, 
his  ideas  of  State  necessity,  his  n otions  of  po- 
lice, his  projects  of  reform,  may,  at  any  time, 
and  in  any  moment,  subvert  it  from  its  founda- 
tion. The  public  can  have  no  security.  I  re- 
member that  Frederick  ll.of  Prussia — the  great 
Frederick,  I  mean — after  stating  that  it  had  been 
thought  imposible  to  establish  a  bank  in  a  coun- 
try governed  by  a  simple  absolute  monarchy, 
boasted  that  he  succeeded  in  establishing  one; 
and  his  bank,  fostered  by  his  parental  care,  and 
sustained  by  his  master  genius,  capable  in  some 
sort  to  reconcile  contradictions,  did  linger  dur- 
ing his  reign.      How  long  it  continued  a'ter  his 
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death,  I  do  not  know;  all  I  know  is,  that  the  ex- 
periment is  said  to  have  failed,  and  to  have  been 
soon  abandoned.  Does  any  man  believe  that  a 
system  of  bank  credit,  such  as  that  which  exists 
in  this  country,  could  exist  at  St.  Petersburg  or 
Constantinople?  Go,  cultivate  the  sugar  cane 
in  the  northernmost  distric's  of  Maine!  Public 
credit  is  the  most  sensitive  of  all  sensitive  plants; 
at  the  slightest  touch  of  power,  it  shrinks  and 
folds  it  leaves;  withdraw  the  hand  promptly, 
and  it  expands  and  revives;  but,  if  ihe  slightest 
touch  be  long  continued ,  the  plant  withers  and 
perishes. 

I  cannot  believe  it  possible  that  the  people  of 
my  own  State  will  ever  consent  to  see  any  su  h 
stupendous  and  overwhelming  power  vested  in 
the  President,  much  more  that  they  will  unite 
with  others  to  confirm  him  in  the  possession  of 
it — that  they  want  intelligence  to  discern  the 
consequences,  or  virtue  to  divert  them  by  all 
means  in  their  power.  They  must  lose  their 
devotion  to  civ  J  liberty,  and  their  knowledge 
of  its  principles;  they  must  lose  all  regard  to  the 
very  principle  of  property;  the  pride  and  the 
love  must  be  supplanted  in  their  hearts,  and 
extinguished  by  party  spirit,  before  they  con- 
sent that  the  President,  by  the  independent 
power  he  claims  for  himself,  and  has  in  fact  be- 
gun to  exercise,  shall  make  the  experiment  he 
proposes  on  the  body  politic.  I  have  discovered 
since  I  came  to  this  place — no  one  wh  >  would 
not  shut  his  eyes  and  ears  could  have  failed  to 
discover — that  a  systematic  effort  is  making, 
planned  and  directed  chiefly  by  persons  here, 
many  of  them  having  no  connexion  with  Vir- 
ginia, to  reverse  the  public  sentiment  of  that 
State  at  the  approaching  elections,  and,  as  they 
hope  and  intend,  to  hitch  her  again  to  the  car 
of  executive  power.  She  is  thought  to  hive 
broken  out  of  harness.  I  have  myself  no  fears 
or  doubts  of  the  result;  and,  as  to  any  views  of 
personal  ambition,  I  am  wholly  indifferent  a- 
bout  it.  I  am  indissolubly  bound  to  Virginia — 
1  must  auide  her  determination — I  must  partake 
with  her  of  weal  or  ariij  and,  if  she  consent  to 
evil,  I  must  bear  my  share  of  her  destiny  with 
res'gnjtion.  One  part  of  the  effort  to  which  I 
have  allude  I,  consists  in  the  stale  trick  of  boldly 
claiming  a  m  jority  in  anticipation, as  the  means 
of  proem ing  one.  A  gentleman,  net  holdug 
the  relath  n  to  the  State  that  1  do,nowise  bound 
by  instiuctions  from  the  State  Legislature,  has 
thought  |  r  pjr  to  find  or  make  an  oci  asion  to 
tell  the  n  en  beis  of  the  General  Assembly  that 
in  their  late  resolutions  concerning  the  measures 
of  the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  they 
have  not  expressed  the  sentiments  of  their  con- 
stituents. 1  do  not  mention  it  in  hostility,  (for 
1  haw  no  hostility  towards  any  man,)  but  with 
a  real  sense  of  pain.  If  that  gentleman  had  only 
reflected  that  the  subject  of  diose  resolution  s 
vat  under  d'^cisMon  f<>r  many  weeks;  and  if 
he  had  reflected,  aho,  on  what  he  must  h»ve 
known,  the  sen-ibility  of  the  members  of  tha 
body  to  the  w  II  <  f  their  constituents,  and  the 
i  itimacy  of  the  relition  existing  there  between 
tue  repres.  ntative  and  constituent  body,  I  think 
be  would  hardly  have  presumed  to  suppose 


himself  better  acquainted  than  they  wi%h  the 
sentiments  of  their  own  constituents,  and  to  put 
his  inferrences  in  opposition  to  their  evidence. 
And  it  is  wonderful  to  me  that  any  man,  pro- 
fessing to  be  a  disciple  of  the  Virginia  school, 
professing  devotion  to  the  St*te  rights  princi- 
ples which  she  has  so  long  and  so  steadily  main- 
tained, should  so  far  have  forg  tten  himse'f  as 
to  cast  such  contumely  on  her  Legislature,  and 
tha«,too,  without  provocation,  occasion,  or  even 
object,  unless  he  supposes  his  opinions  to  pos- 
sess a  mightier  influence  at  home  than  any  other 
person  thete  ever  apprehended.  If  he  does 
not  know  that  the  dignity  of  Government  is  es« 
sential  to  the  maintenance  of  its  authori  y,  he 
has  not  re  id  the  heart  of  man.  I  say,  confi- 
dently, that  whoever  shall  succeed  in  bringing 
our  State  Legislature  into  general  contempt, 
will  do  more  to  impair  its  just  authority  than 
any  single  measure  of  this  Government  possibly 
can.  Neither  are  the  people  of  Virginia  cf  a 
temper  to  accept  professions  of  respect  in  Leu 
of  the  reality. 

Some  there  are  who  think  that  the  danger  to 
our  institutions,  to  he  most  dreaded  in  the  pre- 
sent conjuncture  of  affairs,  is  the  prostration  of 
the  powers  of  the  Executive  Department  of 
the  Union,  and  the  assumption  of  all  po  iver  by 
the  Legislature.  Dr.  Johnson  said,  that,  those 
who  would  raise  the  cry  of  Popery  in  England, 
in  his  day,  would  have  raised  an  alarm  of  fire 
in  the  midst  of  the  general  deluge;  and  I  say, 
that  those  who,  in  our  country  and  our  day, 
are  holding  forth  the  danger  of  the  annihilation 
of  the  powers  of  the  President,  would  hold  the 
like  language  at  "Warsaw,  St.  Petersburg,  or 
Constantinople.  Let  us  recti",  for  a  moment, 
to  the  history  of  the  last  six  months,  and  see 
what  the  President  has  done,  and  what  it  is  in- 
sisted he  had  a  right  to  do. 

The.  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
provided,  that  the  public  moneys  should  be  de- 
posited in  it,  unless  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury should,  at  any  iime,  otherwise  direct;  in 
which  case,  he  was  required  to  report  the 
fact,  and  the  reasons  of  his  order,  to  Congress, 
immediately,  if  in  session,  if  not,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  sess  on;  that  is,  he  was 
clothed  not  with  an  arbitrary  power,  but  a 
sound  discretion  over  the  subject;  a  discretion 
to  be  exercised  for  a  good  cause,  and  under  the 
supervisory  control  of  Congress,  for  it  is  ab- 
surd to  suppose,  that  the  Secretary  was  re- 
quired to  report  the  reasons  of  his  conduct  to 
this  body,  merely  to  gratify  the  curiosity  of  its 
members.  To  give  a  discretionary  power  to 
any  officer,  is  to  give  a  power  to  be  exercised 
according  to  his  own  judgment,  not  the  judg- 
ment of  any  other;  this  is  an  essential  character 
of  such  a  power.  The  President  having  resolved 
that  the  public  deposites  should,  and  ought,  to 
be  taken  from  the  bank,  and  finding  one  Secre- 
tary oftheTr  asury  so  obstinate  and  refractory, 
that  he  could  neither  be  led  nor  driven  into 
what  the  officer  regarded  as  an  abuse  of  the 
discretionary  power  vested  in  him,  dismissed 
him  from  office  for  that  cause  only,  and  ap- 
pointed a  successor,  who,  he  knew,  concurred 
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in  his  opinions,  and  was  ready  to  carry  his  pur- 
pose into  effect. 

On  the  one  hand,  it  is  contended,  that  the 
Treasury  Departmeut  is  a  mere  Executive  De 
partment,  and  the  Secretary  responsible  to  the 
President,  and  bound  to  conform  his  official  con- 
duct, in  all  cases,  with  the  judgment  and  orders 
of  his  superior;  on  the  other,  that  this  is  not  an 
Executive  Department,  but  a  department  care- 
fully distinguished  by  law  from  the  Executive 
Departments,  bound  to  follow  the  directions  oi 
the  laws,  whether  conformable  with  the  opinions 
of  the  President  or  not,  and  required  to  make  his 
reports  directly  to  Congress;  and  that  the  de- 
partment was  so  constituted,  and  necessarily  so 
constituted ,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  trea- 
sure of  the  nation  under  the  control  of  the  Legis- 
lature. On  the  one  hand,  it  is  insisted,  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  being  at  all  events  an 
officer  of  the  Government,  without  any  stated 
term  of  office  provided  by  the  Constitutionor  laws, 
the  President  has,  at  any  rate,  a  constitutional 
power  to  remove  him  at  pleasure;  on  the  other,f  hat 
even  supposing-  the  department  an  executive 
one,  and  the  head  of  it  a  mere  executive  officer, 
yot  when  a  special  discretion  is  vested  in  such 
an  officer  bylaw,  by  an  act  in  which  Congress  and 
the  President  hare  concurred,  the  President 
cannot,  without  a  violation  of  the  law  and  the 
Constitution,  remove  the  officer  merely  because 
he  refuses  to  exercise  his  discretionary  power 
at  the  President's  bidding,  contrary  to  his  own 
judgment,  contrary  to  his  sense  of  duty,  his 
conscience,  and  his  oath  of  office ;  as,  for  in- 
stance, the  President  cannot  remove  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund  fiom  that  Com- 
mission, for  refusing,  in  the  exercise  of  the  func- 
tions prescribed  to  them  by  law,  to  follow  his 
directions.  On  the  one  hand,  it  is  argued  that 
the  discretionary  power  given  to  the  Secretary 
over  the  deposites,  authorizes  him  to  change 
the  depository  of  the  public  moneys  for  any  rea- 
sons of  State  policy  whatever,  approved  by  his 
judgment;  and  on  the  other,  that  he  was  clothed 
with  authority  to  take  the  deposites  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  only  when  the  bank 
should  become  an  unsafe  depository,  or,  at  the 
most,  when  the  bank  should  fail  to  perform  the 
services  which  it  stipulated  to  perform  for  the 
Government.  I  only  state  these  points  ;  I  do 
not  mean  to  debate  them  ;  at  present,  I  only 
wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  se- 
quel of  the  transaction. 

The  Secretary,  under  the  authority  of  the 
President,  having  directed  the  pubic  moneys 
to  be  deposited  no  longer  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  but  in  certain  State  banks  of  his 
own  selection,  under  a  formal  contract  made 
with  them,  or  rather  assented  to  by  them  on 
his  dictation  of  the  terms;  and  there  being,  at 
the  same  time,  large  balances  due  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  to  the  Treasury;  and 
large  balances  due  from  the  selected  State 
banks,  as  well  as  other  State  banks,  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States;  the  Treasury,  shortly 
after  the  removal  of  thedepos"tes,  drew  transfer 
checks  to  the  amount  of  $2,300,000,  at  least,  in 
fevor  of  selected  State  banks,  on  the  Bank  of 


the  United  States,  to  be  used  on  certain  contin- 
gencies; and  this  was  done  for  the  avowed  pur- 
pose of  enabling  these  selected  State  banks  to 
pay  the  balances  they  owed  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  carry  on  bank  operations 
on  the  surpluses,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
community,  and  for  the  profit  of  these  favored 
banks.  Now,  look  at  the  substance  of  the 
transaction,  as  manifested  in  its  ac'ual  opera- 
tion. Take  the  Manhattan  Bank  of  New  York 
for  example.  When  it  presented  its  check  for 
$500,000  at  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  it 
owed  this  bank  above  $200,000,  and  this  deli*, 
was  discounted  from  the  amount  of  the  check. 
How  was  the  balance  of  the  check  paid?  I  di 
not  positively  know  the  fact,  yet  I  have  n> 
doubt  of  it;  and  I  pray  any  gentleman  who  may 
be  better  informed  to  correct  me  if  I  am  wrong: 
the  Rank  of  the  United  States  gave  the  Manhat- 
tan Bank  checks  on  other  State  banks  indebted 
to  it  for  the  balance  of  the  Treasury  transfer 
check;  the  other  State  banks  got  credit  with 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  for  the  am  unts 
drawn  on  them;  and  the  Manhattan  Bank  got 
credit  to  the  same  amounts  with  the  other  State 
banks.  Thus  the  contents  of  this  transfer 
check  of  500,000  dollais — money  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States — were  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  balances  due  from  the  State  banks 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  applied  to 
the  payment  of  the  balance  dvie  from  the  Man- 
hattan Bank,  directly  and  of  deliberate  purpo  e; 
and  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  balances  di  e 
from  other  State  banks,  consequentially,  in- 
deed, but  by  an  inevitable  consequence  that 
airy  <yro  might  have  foreseen.  Or,  if  any  pet- 
ty surplus  was  actually  paid  in  cash  to  the  Man- 
hattan Bank,  that  was  lent  to  it  by  Government, 
as  a  capital  to  trade  on  for  its  own  profit. 

This  history  of  the  transaction,  in  respect  of 
the  Manhattan  Bank,  is  an  exact  his  oiy,  aho, 
of  the  Treasury  transfer  checks  drawn  in  favor 
of  the  other  selected  State  banks.  Now,  will 
any  man  point  out  to  me  the  chiU<e  in  the  Con- 
stitution or  laws  oi  the  United  States,  which, 
authi  rizes  Congress  to  lend  t'.ie  money  of  the 
people  to  any  boJy,  politic  or  na'ural,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  private  debts,  or  to  be 
employed  as  a  capital  to  trade  on?  And  if  such 
a  power  can  be  implied  for  Congress,  by  what 
manner  of  im;.licition  can  it  be  claimed  for  the 
Pr  sident?  But  tlie  Ex  cutive  lias  not  only 
claimed  and  exercis.-d  power  to  lend  the  peo- 
ple's mo  ley  to  these  State  banks,  for  their  sole 
benefit,  but  it  hag  claimed  and  exercised  the 
power  of  burro u  ing  money  ;  a  power  expressly 
anJ  exclusively  vested  by  the  Constitution  in 
Congress.  For,  while  the  Treasury,  by  autho- 
rity of  the  President,  was  lending  $2 ,300,000 
to  the  fa\ored  State  banks,  without  any  stipu- 
lation for  interest,  the  Pos' rmstcr  General, 
without  pretence  of  authority  of  law,  unlssthe 
President's  permission  or  sanction  be  law,  was 
borrowing  for  his  department  some  half  million 
ofdollri,  (the  exact  amount  is  not  yet  ascer- 
tained, I  believe,  or  ascertainable,)  at  6  per 
c.nt.  interest.  Who,  that  justifies  or  palliate* 
these  transactions,  will  ever  presume  to  odj;  ct 
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hereafter  to  latitudinanan  principles  of  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution?  Who  does  not 
now  understand,  who  will  venture  to  deny, 
that  (he  hand  that  holds  the  sword,  has  taken 
possession  of  the  purse  also,  and  claims  to  hold 
it  as  of  right  ?  Who  will  say  that  the  danger  at 
present  to  be  apprehended  h  the  annihilation 
of  the  powers  of  the  Executive?  Who  does 
not  see,  that  the  Constitution,  and  the  vital 
principles  of  civil  liberty,  are  in  danger  of  be- 
ing subverted  ?  If,  in  Great  Britain,  at  »*»y 
time  since  the  Revolution  of  1688,  any  Minister 
of  the  Crown  (the  King  can  do  no  wrong)  had 
dared  to  assume  such  powers  over  the  public 
treasure,  he  would  have  been  impeached  of 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  convicted  with- 
out a  dissenting  voice,  and — not  sentenced  to 
death  upon  the  scaffold,  for  happily  the  thirst 
for  blood  has  been  greatly  alia)  ed  in  modern 
times,  but  incapacitated,  forever,  to  serve  in 
any  pl»ce  of  trust  or  honor.  It  is  not  the  inter- 
ests of  the  bank  I  am  contending  for,  though 
I  would  not  trample  on  its  rights ,  or  take  aw  ay 
a  cent  of  its  property — it  is  not  the  security  of 
property  chiefly,  vital  as  the  security  of  prop- 
erty is  to  the  common  weal — I  say,  sir,  that  the 
vital  principles  of  civil  liberty  are  sapped :  Lib- 
erty, Liberty,  is  in  jeopardy. 

To  show  that  it  is  in  jeopardy,  it  is  not  ne- 
cessary to  convict  the  President  of  a  wilful  design 
to  subvert  it.  I  wholly  acquit  him  of  any  cor- 
ruption; I  believe  he  has  been  acting  under  the 
impulse  of  passion— of  passion  unsuitable  to  hi« 
•tation.  His  very  elevation  should  raise  him 
above  it.  But  I  will  not  inquire  into  lvs  pro- 
bable motives  or  ultimate  designs;  I  only  exa- 
mine his  conduct,  and  its  consequences. 

A  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Kino)  said, 
yesterday,  that  he  had  travelled,  during  the 
last  autumn,  through  several  States,  convers 
;  ing,  of  course,  with  his  fellow  citizen«,and  read- 
ing such  public  journals  as  fell  into  his  hands; 
and  that,  though  he  had  heard  many  object  to 
the  conduct  of  the  President  as  inexpedient  and 
unwise,  he  had  never  seen  or  heard  any  objec- 
tion to  it  en  the  ground  that  it  involved  an  un- 
constitutional and  illegal  assumption  of  power; 
and  he  expressed  his  opinion,  if  I  understood 
him  aright,  that  this  objection  was  founded  on 
a  discovery  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken. 
tucky,  near  me,  (Mr.  Clat,)  and  first  announ 
ced  in  this  House  I  am  certainly  not  disposed 
to  detract  at  all  from  the  merit  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky;  but  I  cannot  allow  him 
the  whole  credit  of  this  discovery ,  though  I 
have  no  doubt  he  was  one  of  the  first  that  made 
it.  It  could  not  have  cost  him  any  pains.  The 
gentleman  from  Georgia  was  (without  any  par- 
ticular design  I  dare  say)  select  in  the  com- 
pany with  which  he  associated  during  his  tra- 
vels, and  in  his  newspaper  reading.  I  ran 
only  s<y,  that  I  conversed  with  no  ind  vidual 
on  the  subject,  who  did  not  either  obj  j.  t  that 
the  measure  was  an  usurpat  on  of  power  by  the 
President,  or  defend  him  against  th»  charge:  I 
saw  not  a  single  newspaper — I  own  I  read  very 
few — that  did  not  state  the  obji  ctior,  either  to 
support  or  to  confute  it.     One  press  there  was, 


which  intimated  the  opinion  that  this  measure 
of  the  President  was  not  warranted  by  law — 
though  it  must,  in  justice  to  the  editor,  be  ac- 
knowledged, that  he  at  the  same  time  ascribed 
the  most  patriotic  motives  to  the  President,and 
has  ever  since  been  defending  his  conduct  with 
all  his  might — the  objection  to  the  legality  of 
it,  I  suppose,  being  in  his  mind  quite  unim- 
portant. 

By  the  way,  the  centleman  from  Georgia 
gave  us  a  curious  piece  of  criticism.  I  un- 
derstood him  to  intimate,  that  the  speeches 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  near  me, 
(Mr.  Ciat,)  on  this  subject,  have  been  chief- 
ly composed  of  shreds  and  scraps  of  Greek 
orations.  I  read  most  of  them  in  my  youth — 
I  mean,  in  an  English  translation — they  have 
faded  in  my  memory.  Will  the  gentleman 
point  out  a  single  passage  in  any  Greek  ora- 
tion, that  can  give  color  ;o  this  charge  of  pla- 
giarism ?  If  it  had  been  said  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  in  giving  utterance  to 
the  strong  conceptions  of  his  soul,  and  the 
dictates  of  truth  and  reas  >n,  in  that  bold  and 
glowing  language  which  nothing  but  zeal  for 
his  country  and  the  ardor  of  conviction  could 
inspire,  had  copied  the  manner  of  the  master 
orator  of  Greece,  this  whole  House  might 
have  convicted  him,  not  of  the  design  to  do 
so ,  but  of  the  fact  of  having  done  so  ;  and , 
for  my  part,  I  wish  we  had  more  such  pla- 
giarists. 

I  find,  in  another  remark  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  some  reason  to  congratulate 
myself,  and  him  too,  that  the  memorialists  of 
Petersburg,]  waiving  all  questions  as  to  the 
legality  and  constitutionality  of  the  Presi- 
dent's proceedings,  take  up  the  subject  on 
the  ground  of  policy  alone,  and  impute  the 
grievances  of  which  they  complain  to  the  er- 
rors of  the  executive.  The  gentleman  declar- 
ed his  belief,  that,  if  the  subject  had  been 
put  on  that  ground,  the  deposites  would  have 
been  restored  early  in  the  session,  by  a  majori- 
ty of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses.  I  have  no 
means  of  judging  whether  his  conjecture  is  cor- 
rect; and  I  shall  make  no  remark  on  the  pecu- 
liarity of  the  admission  it  implies  as  to  the  state 
of  his  own  mind,  and  of  the  opinion  it  seems 
to  disclose  of  the  leaning  motive  of  others 
who  have  been  defending  and  sustaining  the 
President  in  his  course.  Would  to  Heaven, 
the  President  could  see  his  error  in  the  light 
in  which  some  of  his  warmest  friends  regard 
it,  and  reverse  his  unhappy  measures.  Such 
a  change  of  policy,  for  whatever  reason  adopt- 
ed, would  be  a  great  alleviation  of  the  distress- 
es that  afflict  his  groaning  country.  Such  an 
acknowledgement  and  counterac  ion  of  his 
errors,  would  evince  the  highest  virtue,  wis- 
dom, and  magnanimity,  and  acquire  for  him 
more  of  true  g.ory,  an;l  more  of  the  afection 
and  gratitude  of  his  countrymen,  than  even  the 
vi  tory  of  New  Orleans  achieved  for  him.  But, 
if  he  shall  vamgloriously  shut  his  eyes  to  the 
evidence  of  his  errors,  flashing  like  lightning 
through  the  darkness  that  surrounds  him — if  he 
shall  obstinately  persist  in  his  present  course  of 
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measures — if  neitherthe  opinions  of  the  people, 
nor  the  voice  of  the  Legislature  can  move  him 
—if 

«'  The  furies  that  relentless  breast  have  steel'd, 
And curs'd  with  heart  unknowing1  how  to  yield;" 
Still  it  behooves  this  House  to  persevere  in  the 
performance  of  its  duty.  Let  him,  if  lie  will, 
continue  to  act  on  his  sole  responsibility.  "Up- 
on his  responsibility  !"  Not  for  the  wealth  of 
worlds  ;  not  for  all  the  gratifications  which  the 
most  successful  ambition  could  bestow  ;  not  for 
that  evergreen  fame  which  survives  the  patriot 
and  the  marble  record  of  his  deeds';  that  im- 
mortal glory  for  which  men  strove  in  the  hero- 
ic ages— should  such  a  responsibility  rest  on 
my  soul  !  No,  sir;  not  for  these,  or  any  or  all 
of  these,  should  I  be  willing  to  hear  the  cries 
of  the  children  of  honest,  useful,  hard-working 
men,  stinted  of  bread  ;  the  sighs  of  anguish 
wrung  from  the  hearts  of  their  parents  by 
the  spectacle  of  misery  in  their  dwellings — 
the  groans  of  hopeless  bankruptcy,  and  the 
curses  of  those  contemned  ovcrtraders  who  it 
was  expected  would  break,  and  who  it  is 
thought  ought  to  break;  all  ascending,  in  one 
united  peal  to  Heaven,  and  resounding  my 
name. 

Mr.  LEIGH  then  moved  that  the  memorial 
be  read,  printed  and  referred. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  who  last  addressed  the  Se- 
nate, is  a  new  comer,  and  his  recent  arrival 
amongst  us  has  prevented  him  from  knowing 
many  things,  the  knowledge  of  which  would, 
perhaps,  have  enabled  him  to  avoid  some  of 
those  mistakes  into  which  he  has  fallen.  The 
Senator  has  expressed  s'ime  surprise,  that,  on 
presenting  these  memorials  to  the  Senate,  it 
should  have  been  found  necessa-y  to  consider 
whether  the  signers  were,  or  were  not,  good 
Jackson  men,  end  that  any  weight  should  have 
been  attached  to  them,  in  consequence  of  the 
particular  political  party  to  wMch  the  memorial- 
ists belonged.  If  the  honorable  Senator  had 
been  here  three  months  ago,  he  would  have 
perceived  the  course  of  these  inquiries,  and  the 
force  of  the  objections  raised  to  memo  ials 
coming  from  a  party  opposed  to  the  adminis- 
tration. Perhaps  the  gentleman  wjs  notawa  e 
that,  or  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
American  Congress,  ihepresentat  on  of  memo- 
rials at  this  session  has  been  preceded  by  long 
and  argumentary  addresses.  The  question,  as 
to  the  political  opinions  of  the  memorialists, 
(he  meant  on  this  all  absorbing  subject  of  the 
removal  of  the  deposites)  was  first  raised  by 
those  gentlemen  who  presented  them,  in  answer 
to  the  objection  that  they  were  not  certain  in 
dications  of  public  sentiment.  Those  gentle- 
men went  st  11  further;  they  contended  that  the 
memorialists  were  not  only  highly  respectable, 
but  that  the'r  meetings  had  been  gotten  up 
without  legard  to  party  n.otives;  and  we  were 
taunted  with  the  declaration,  that  a  majority  of 
them  were  good  Jackson  men.  I  he  honorable 
Senator  will  thus  see,  that  it  was  incumbent  on 
us  to  inquire  whether  these  memorials  proceed- 


ed from  party  feeling,  or  from  the  dictates 
truth  and  justice.  The  gentleman  will  also,  see 
that  this  question  was  raised  by  those  he  came 
here  to  aid.  The  question  was  not  ours;  we 
earnestly  desired  to  see  all  these  memorials  m 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  that  their 
particular  merits  might  be  examined  into  to 
ascertain  how  far  they  were  influenced  by  the 
bank.  So  much  for  the  character  of  the  me- 
moralists. 

The  Senator  from  Virginia,  in  the  course  of 
his  remarks,  charged  me  with  a  want  of  respect 
for  the  right  of  petition. 

[Mr.  Leigh  explained.  The  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  he  said,  in  referencs  to  the  resolutions 
from  Morris  county,  N.  J.  remarked,  that  he 
was  hippy  to  see  them  presented,  because  they 
showed  how  little  value  was  to  be  attached  to 
memorials  and  resolutions  got  up  in  the  manner 
they  were.] 

Mr.  Forsyth  went  on.  I  did  refer,  he  said, 
to  the  Morris  County  resolutions,  and  referr-d 
to  them  to  show  the  little  effect  that  ought  to  be 
produced  by  the  proceedings  of  meetings  raised 
in  the  manner  they  have  been,  since  this  depos- 
ite  question  was  agitated.  It  has  generally,  been 
claimed  that  these  meetings  have  been  attended 
without  distinction  of  party.  Well,  in  the  case 
of  these  Morris  County  resolutions,  is  not  this 
an  evidence  of  the  manner  in  which  such  meet, 
ings  are  generally  got  up  ?  It  seems  a  notice  was 
given  in  the  public  papers,  calling  a  meeting 
without  d  stinction  of  parties;  and  at  this  meet- 
ing  the  resolutions  that  had  been  prepared  were 
voted  down  by  an  overwhelming  majority. 
The  individuals  who  had  called  the  meeting, 
not  being  able  to  get  their  resolutions  passed, 
are  now,  as  we  have  been  informed  by  the 
Senator  from  N.  Jersey,  going  about  the  coun- 
try to  get  signatures  from  those  who  agree  with 
them  in  opinion. 

This  shows  the  management  that  is  resorted 
to  on  such  occasions,  and  the  little  reliance 
that  should  be  placed  on  these  memorials,  as 
evidence  of  public  sentiment.  No  one  more 
respects  the  right  of  petition  than  myself;  but 
[  do  say,  that  the  proceedings  of  these  meet- 
ings are  not  sure  indications  of  the  sense  of  the 
people.  They  are  meetings  gotten  up  for  the 
purpose  of  changing  public  opinion,  not  to  re- 
present it.  In  ordinary  cases,  it  must  be  con- 
ceded, that  meetings  of  the  people  generally 
represent  the  public  will;  and,  in  forming  our 
opinions,  we  are,  in  some  meas  re,  to  be  ruled 
by  them;  but  in  times  of  agitation  and  excite- 
ment, party  feeling  is  too  apt  to  take  advantage 
of  popular  meetings,  to  subserve  its  own 
interested   purposes. 

The  honorable  gentleman  says  that  banks 
are  not  consistent  with  despotism. 

[Mr.  Leigh  explained  He  said  that  the 
banking  system,  and  credit  system,  were  in- 
consistent with  despotism.] 

Mr.  Forsyth  continued.  I  believe,  that  the 
first  bank  we  have  heard  of,  was  the  bank  of 
Venice;  that  was  the  model  of  all  other  banks; 
and,  I  am  sure,  the  gentleman  will  *admit, 
that  the  Government  of  Venice  was  a  despp- 
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tism.  To  be  sure,  she  had  the  name  of  a  Re- 
public; but  a  more  iron  hearted  despotism  nev- 
er-existed, and  the  bank  of  Venice  used  all 
'  its  power  to  rivet  the  chains  on  the  people. 
The  gentleman  made  one  remark ,  which,  I 
confess,  struck  me  with  surprise.  It  was;  that 
all  attempts  to  change  the  state  of  public  opin- 
ion, in  Virginia,  would  prove  utterly  unavail- 
ing. Again,  he  said,  that  Virginia  was  once 
chained  to  the  car  of  the  Executive.  Will 
the  gentleman  tell  me,  what  he  means  by  say- 
ing Virginia  was  chained  to  the  car  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive ?  1  think,  sir,  that  the  history  of  the 
few  past  years  will  show  that  Virginia  was  not 
so  much  devoted  to  this  Executive,  who  carried 
out  her  own  doctrines,  as  to  other  Chief  Mag- 
istrates; but  this  was  when  we  had  Virginia 
Presidents.  The  honorable  Senator  upbraids 
the  Executive  for  acts  which  have  been  done 
by  a  Virginia  President.  The  draft,  in  favor  of 
the  Manhatten  bank,  was  no  more  a  loan  than 
were  the  deposites  in  the  State  banks,  which 
were  made  under  a  former  administration;  but 
this  was  done  by  Mr.  Monroe,  and  then  Vir- 
ginia was  dumb .  I  think  that  the  gentleman, 
by  referring  to  the  let' er  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  will  find,  that  no  loan  was  made 
to  any  bank;  that  the  deposite  was  made  for  a 
far  different  purpose,  and  was  no  more  than 
what  was  done  by  Mr.  Crawford,  not  only 
without  the  rebuke,  but  with  universal  appro- 
bation. The  present  President  has  only  done 
that  which  the  example  of  her  own  beloved 
Chief  Magistrate  recommended,  and  Virginia 
now  condemns  the  act. 

The  Senator  has  referred  to  the  glory  which 
will  be  acquired  by  the  President,  if  he  should 
retrace  his  st^ps;  and  has  painted  in  glowihg 
colors,  the  "awful  responsibility  he  will  incur,  if 
he  persists  in  his  present  measures.  Does  he 
give  fair  play  to  the  Chief  Magistrate,  when  he 
calls  on  him  to  retrace  his  steps,  and  at  the 
same  time  admits  that  what  he  has  done  has 
been  done  under  the  impulse  of  pure  and  patri- 
otic motives?  No  matter,  if  lie  was  influenced 
by  passion  or  prejudice,  if  he  acted  with  pure 
and  patriotic  molives.to  retrace  his  steps  would 
be  dishonor.  To  drive  the  President  from  the 
course  which  he  believed  to  have  been  pointed 
out  by  the  obligations  of  duty,  the  gentleman 
must  first  convince  him  of  error.  With  respect 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  Senator 
and  myself  entertain  nearly  similar  opinions. -- 
But  the  President  differs  from  us  both,  and  the 
question  with  him  is,  whether  he  shall  see  the 
people  and  their  children,  of  whom  the  gentle- 
man speaks,  begging  for  their  bread,  or  this 
Government  chained  to  the  car  of  a  moneyed 
institution.  The  President  honestly  believes, 
and  many  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
believe,  that  this  institution  is  deadly  hostile  to 
the  liberties  of  the  country,has  been  interfering 
with  elections,  and  therefore  must  go  down. — 
Does  the  gentleman  believe  that,  if  the  destruc- 
tion of  this  institution  must  result  in  bringing 
famine  on  widows  and  orphans,  it  must  be  per- 
petuated notwithstanding  the  dangers  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  it?     Wind  it  up    when  you 


will,  the  effect  must  be  the  same.  Unless  this 
b&nk  is  to  be  perpetuated,  what  matters  it  whe- 
ther it  ceases  its  operations,  at  this  time,  or  the 
next  year?  If  it  is  to  be  wound  up  at  all,  surely 
the  period  selected  was  the  most  favorable  time 
when  the  country  was  in  a  stite  of  unexampled 
prosperity.  Every  man  must  be  convinced, 
that  no  period  in  the  history  of  our  country  was 
more  auspicious  for  the  purpose  than  this,  when 
the  people  were  able  to  sustain  the  with- 
drawal of  a  large  circulation. 

Mr.  LEIGH  said:  I  have  to  return  my  hearty 
ihanks  to  the  gentleman  from  Georgia f-r  the 
instruction  lie  has  been  pleased  to  give  me,  as  to 
occurrences  in  the  Sena'e  before  I  came  here; 
and  concerning  that  Bank  of  Venice: 

I  understood  the  gentleman  to  te'l  me,  that 
if  I  had  been  here,  I  would  have  known  that 
the  circumstance  of  the  signers  of  these  memo- 
rial, being  friends  or  opponents  of  the  Presi- 
dent, has  been  made  one  of  importance 
by  those  who  presented  them;  because,  if  it  be 
ascertained,  that  all  of  the  memorialists  are  op- 
ponents of  the  President,  that  affords  a  fair  pre- 
sumption that  the  memorials  are  mere  effusions 
ofpa-ty  spirit,  whereas,  if  some  of  the  friends 
of  the  President  are  among  the  signers,  that  is 
regarded  as  evidence  that  they  are  not  mere 
party  effusion.  If  the  gentleman  will  apply  the 
same  reasoning  to  memorials  approbatory  of 
the  President's  measures — as  in  fairness  he 
ought  and  must — then  the  signers  of  such  me- 
morials too,  in  order  to  s-how  that  their  memo- 
rials ai  e  not  mere  effusions  of  party  spirit,  and 
to  entitle  their  opinions  to  respectful  conside- 
ration, must  be  required  to  get  some  of  the  op- 
ponents of  the  administration  to  endorse  their 
representations.  The  cons  quence  will  be, 
that  no  memorial,  on  any  subject  of  deep  and 
general  interest,  will  be  considered  as  entitled 
to  respect  in  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  at  least. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  explained.  Gentlemen  had 
presented  these  memorials  as  evidences  of  pub- 
lic opinion,  and  whenever  there  were  any 
Jackson  men  on  the  list,  they  took  occasion  to 
dwell  on  the  fact,  as  shewing  that  the  state- 
ments were  more  worthy  of  credit,  or  to  operate 
on  the  friends  of  the  administration  here.  It 
appeared  as  if  gentlemen  were  trying  to  make 
majorities  by  pretending  that  they  already  had 
them. 

Mr.  LEIGH.  It  is  then  admitted,  that  the 
friends  of  the  administration,  on  this  floor,  have 
been  in  the  known  practice  of  inferring,  from  the 
circumstance  of  the  signers  of  memorials  being 
opposed  to  the  President,  that  their  memorials 
were  attempts  to  make  public  opinion,  instead 
of  expressing  it;  and  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia thinks  the  inference  fair.  Surely,  he  must 
perceive  that  the  same  objection  may  be  urged 
with  equal  propriety  against  the  weight  of  me- 
morials presented  by  the  friends  of  the  President; 
and  then,  what  are  we  to  understand  from  the 
gentleman's  profession  for  the  right  of  petition? 
His  practice  counteracts  his  professions,  and 
has  a  tendency  to  bring  the  right  of  petition 
into  contempt,  and  by  consequence  to  render  it 
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valueless.  Sir,  no  gentleman  has  a  right  to  ask 
his  fellow-citizens,  complaining  of  grievances 
and  praying  redress,  to  what  political  party  they 
belong,  and  inferring  that  their  representations 
are  party  effusions  or  not,  attempts  to  make  or 
only  to  express  public  sentiment,  according  to 
the  answer,  turn  a  deaf  or  a  willing  ear  to  th^m. 

I  said  that  a  system  of  bank  credit,  such  as  ex- 
ists in  the  United  States,  cannot  consist  with  an 
absolute  power  in  any  one  man  to  subvert  or 
even  to  touch  it  at  his  will  and  pleasure;  that 
the  proposition  was  demonstrable,  and  had  been 
verified  by  experiment.  It  is  not  new;  neither, 
until  lately,  have  I  ever  heard  it  co  .troverted. 
The  gentleman  from  Georgia,  it  seems,  is  of 
another  opinion;  and  to  show  me  that  I  am 
mistaken,  reminds  mc  that  the  first  bank  ever 
established  was  the  Bank  of  Venice.  If  that 
instance  were  of  force  to  convince  me  that  I  am 
mistaken  on  this  particular  point,  I  should  still 
have  the  same  abhorrence  of  any  such  absolute 
power;  and  so,  I  hope  would  he.  But  let  me 
ask  him — does  he  know  what  that  Bank  of  Ve- 
nice was?  Does  he  really  suppose,  that  it  was 
a  bank  constituted  for  accommodation,  in  our 
sense  of  the  phrase?  that  it  was  founded  on  any 
principles  at  all  similar  to  those  on  which  our 
system  of  bank  credit — I  mean  the  whole  sys- 
tem, State  and  Federal — has  been  erected?  that 
it  was  authorized  to  lend  more  than  the  amount 
of  its  capital?  that  it  issued  bills  which  consti 
tuted  the  chief  currency  of  the  country?  Then 
again,  the  government  of  Venice,  as  the  gentle- 
man well  knows,  was  the  government  of  an 
aristocracy — oppressive  often;  malign,  cruel 
and  odious— but  still  so  constituted,  that  the 
interests,  the  pas»ions,  the  vices  of  men  in  pow- 
er, clashed,  checked,  and  counteracted  each 
other,  so  that  no  one  man  could  obtain  the  as- 
cendant. 

With  regard  to  the  gentleman's  commentary 
on  my  remark,  that  efforts  were  making  here 
to  hitch  Virginia  again  to  the  car  of  Executive 
power,  the  Senate  must  have  been  sensible, 
that  I  was  "speaking  in  languige  suited  to  the 
sentiments  of  others — language  which  1  believ- 
ed those  who  are  making  these  efforts  would 
hold,  if  they  spoki  their  real  sentiments — de- 
scribing the  condition  in  which  they  thought 
Virginia  had  been,  and  to  which  they  wished 
and  expected  again  to  reduce  her.  The  Sen- 
ate need  hardly  be  assured  that  I  uo  not  believe 
that  they  are  right  in  their  notions  of  her  past, 
'>r  in  their  hopes  as  to  her  future,  condition. 
If  the  original  and  habitual  hostility  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Virginia  to  usurped  power,  shall  be  over- 
come— if  their  pride  and  love  of  country,  their 
knowledge  of  the  principles  of  civil  liberty.and 
their  devotion  to  a  government  of  laws,  shall  be 
extinguished--if  they  can  be  brought  to  assent 
to  the  union  of  the  purse  and  the  sword  in  the 
hands  of  the  President,  and  to  prostra'e  them 
■elves  at  his  feet — I  must  submit,  for  I  cannot 
separate  myself  from  them.  I  humbly  trust  in 
God  that  dread  hour  will  never  come  !  What 
the  sentiment  of  Virginia  is  at  this  moment,  I 
have  not  taken  upon  me  to  say.  But  I  do  s«y, 
that  no  man,  representing  a  portion  of  her  peo- 


ple, ought  to  venture  to  set  his  opinion,  of  the 
sentiment  of  the  Slate,  in  opposition  to  the  ex- 
pression of  it  by  her  Legislature — the  spirit  of 
our  fathers  yet  burns  in  our  bosoms,  and  will 
not  bear  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  supposes  me  to 
have  acknowledged,  that  the  President  has  been 
actuated  in  this  affair  of  the  deposites  by  pure 
and  patriotic  moth  es.  I  did  indeed  acquit  him 
of  .corruption — 1  imputed  his  conduct  to  the  in- 
fluence of  passion.  I  certainly  had  no  intention 
to  give  him  praise.  If  any  gentleman  considers 
passionas  synonimous  with  patriotism.he  speaks 
in  a  language  different  from  that  which  my  mo- 
ther taught  me.  Who  that  has  read  the  accounts 
of  what  has  passed  between  the  President  and 
the  various  committees  which  have  lately  waited 
upon  him,  can  doubt  that  Nicholas  Biddle  is  the 
hallucination  that  has  obfuscated  his  understand 
ing.  I  do  not  know  Mr.  Biddle — I  have  been 
led  to  entertain  a  high  opinion  of  his  capacity, 
not  on  account  of  his  management  of  the  bank, 
(for  of  that  I  have  very  little  knowledge,  and  I 
do  not  take  accusation  or  denial  for  evidence) 
but  by  some  literary  essays  he  has  written,  which 
I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  perusing.  Supposing 
him  the  ablest  and  most  industrious  of  mankind, 
yet  he  has  the  management  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  on  his  hands,  and  certainly  has 
not  neglected  his  official  business,  whatever  may 
be  thought  of  his  conduct  in  other  respects,  it  is 
not  believed,  that  he  has  the  time,  or  the  physical 
or  mental  capacity,  to  engage  much  in  election- 
eering— and,  to  speak  plainly,  I  do  not  believe 
a  word  of  that  story.  It  is  not  my  design  to  treat 
the  President  of  the  United  States  with  disre- 
spect ;  but  I  shall  always  use  that  perfect  free- 
dom of  speech,  which  becomes  a  freeman,  and 
belongs  to  oar  institutions  and  habits.  His  con- 
duct and  its  effects  may  be  throughly  examined, 
without  inquiring  into  his  motives.  If  he  shall 
ever  be  brought  before  me  on  a  criminal  charge 
(an  event  which  I  do  not  regard  as  possible)  it 
will  then  be  necessary  to  ascertain  his  motives, 
and  I  shall  give  my  voice  for  his  acquits!,  the 
moment  I  am  assured  of  the  absence  of  criminal 
intention. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia,  says,  tliat,  if 
the  evils  which  now  oppress  the  country  are 
attributable  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
the  same  evils  would  certainly  occur  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  so  that,  at 
most,  the  pressure  would  only  be  postponed 
for  a  short  time,  unless,  indeed,  the  charter  is 
to  be  perpetuated.  Now,  sir,  it  appears  to 
me,  that,  if  the  bank  had  been  permitted  to 
hold  the  deposites  until  the  expiration  of  its 
charter,  not  one  of  the  many  crying  evils,  of 
which  the  country  is  now  complaining,  could 
have  ensued.  No  one  doubts  that  our  money 
would  have  been  safe,  which  few  men  feel 
any  confident  assurance  that  it  is  now.  There 
could  have  been  no  hostili'y  between  the  state 
banks  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  like 
that  in  which  they  have  been  unwillingly 
placed  by  the  Government,  and  which  has 
cramped  the  operations  of  the  former  as  much 
as  those  of  the  latter.     There  would  have  been 
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no  violation  of  public  faith,   or  pretence  by 

complaining  of  it;  no  unusual  and  doubtful  ex- 
ercise, if  not  palpable  usurpation,  of  power  by 

the  Executive;  no  shock  given  to  public  confi- 
dence; no  subversion  of  our  whole  system  of 

public  credit;  no  panic;  no  agitation.   .Men  of 

business  would  have  made  preparation  for  the 

event;  and   Congress,   by   extending  the  time 

allowed  the  bank,  by  its  charter,  to  wind  up  its 

affairs   as  convenience  and  the  public  interest 

should  require,  might  have  enabled  it  to  collect 

the  debts  due  to  it  without  distressing  or  ruin- 
ing its  debtors.     The  course  of  wise  and  just 

policy  was  obvious — most  obvious. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  has  fallen  into 

one  mistake,  which    I  beg   leave    to  correct, 

though  it  may  seem  a  little  matter.  There    is 

no  ballot  box   in  Virginia.     We  believe  "that 

the  ballot  box  is  exactly  the  thing  which  the 

ancients  called  Pandora's  Box." 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  would  say,  with  his 

colleague,  that  the  memorials  must  be  carefully 

watched;  and,  from  sufficient  information  which 

he  possessed,  the  present  memorial  was  one  of 

that  description — that  though  heaven  and  earth 

had  been  ransacked,  there  was  a  difficulty  en- 
countered in  getting  it  tip.     Was  it  not  known 

that  there  was  a  description  of  persons  who  had 

nothing  to  lose,  and  every  thing  to  gun? 
B-'it  he  would  return  to  the  memorial,  on  which 

nothing  was  pending  but  the  question  of  refer- 
ence.    Its  prayer  was  to  restore  the  deposites, 

and  to  recharter  the  bank. 

Mr.  LEIGH  stated  that  the  memorial  asked 

for  the  restoration  of  the  deposites  only. 

Mr.  KING  was  glad  to  hear  the  gentleman 
stale  that,  because  it  would  considerably  curtail 
what  he  had  to  say.  Then  it  was  for  the  resto,- 
rat  on  of  the  deposites  only.  His  remarks  ti,e 
ot: i c  r  day,  however  had  been  misunder  toad,  or 
they  had  been  grossly  perverted.  Gent&ewen 
had  called  it  an  admission.  He  calle  I  it  a 
statement,  for  which  he  alone  was  responsibly. 
Me  would  go  on  with  tnis  question  on  his  own 
responsibility.  What  he  said  was,  that  he 
he  .id  the  removal  of  the  deposites  spoken  of 

in  ..    ucral,  lis  a  mere  matier  af  expediency. 

Not  that  he  doubted  the  patriotism  0f  the  Pr„-|  sa'd^  jr  seen  "any  t>bjng  stated  iu  the  ugwsp* 


sident,  or  imagined  that  he  trampled  upon  the 
Constitution;  not  because  he  looked  upon  the 
bank  as  a  dangerous  institution,  that  he  disa- 
greed with  the  President;  but  because  he  knew 
it  was  an  immense  power  fixed  on  the  country, 
and  he  had  no  confidence  in  the  party  that  was 
opposed  to  the  President,  that  that  party  would 
make  it  an  instrument  to  bring  distress  on  the 
country.  Therefore  he  was  willing  to  let  the 
lion  sleep — to  let  it  go  on  until  it  should  die  by 
the  expiration  of  its  charter.  He  had  no  ob- 
jection against  all  that;  but  he  must  protest  a- 
gainst  gentlemen  taking  what  he  asserted  as  an 
admission. 

If  Congress  had  been  asked  with  a  proper 
feeling,  they  would  have  coolly  considered  the 
measure,    and   had   it   not   been  made  a  party 
question,  and  had  the  vote  been    taken   simply 
because  the  mischief   had   been  produced,  it 
would   have  be'-n  voted  by  two  thirds  of  both 
Houses  of  the  Legislature.    It  was  stated  that  f 
was  wrong  in  this  opinion.      I  may  or  may  not 
have  been  so;  but  whether  I  was,is  a  matter  of 
veiy  little  importance.     But  I  did  not  say  or  in. 
timate,that  there  were  two  thirds  of  both  Hou- 
ses of  the  Legislature,  or  any  other  majority, 
who  would    now   believe  that  it  is  for  the  good 
of  the  country  to  restore  the  deposUcs?     Itliink 
that   there  is  no  mm  who  believes  that,,  unless, 
the    bank    is  rechartered,  it   would  be  for  the 
good  of  tlv?  country  to  restore  them.     And  as  I 
bound  one  party,  3  will  now  bind  the  other,      t 
promised  that  if  the  project  met  my  approba- 
tion, I  wo.ivd!  vole  for  a  bank,  and  I  may  there- 
fore by  e«J led.  a  bank  man.     If   gentlemen  get 
my  \*\z,  fesupppse  tl.ey  *«H  care  very  little  for 
n\K   motive^;,  and    I;  say,,  as  an.  administration 
nttUt,  and  as.a  bank  man,  that  there  is  not  a  man 
here,  or  elsewhere,,  who  care  for  the  restoration 
byfc  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  recharter; 
and  there  is  better  authority  for  tbia  admission 
thiin  for  the  other. 

Slaving  now  gsot  the  friends  ef  the  adminis- 
tration out  of  the  tremendous  scrape  into  which  I 
had  brought  them,  I  will  answer  the  Senator 
from  Virginia.  He  stated  that  in  the  course  of 
ny  long  voyage,  t  had  never  lieard  any  thing 
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pers,  that  went  to  impeach  the  conduct  of  the 
Executive.  There  is  not  a  man  here  that  will 
imp<v~.i  my  statement.  (Mr  Leigh  said,  cer- 
tainty not.)  I  stated  as  a  fact  that  I  had  not 
witnessed  such  disapprobation  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Executive,  and  that  the  fact  of  having 
travelled  over  so  great  .an  extent  of  country, 
and  not  havng  heard  any  thing  of  this  kind, 
was  at  least  prima  facie  evidence  that  his  con- 
duct was  not  subject  to  such  an  imputation.  -  - 
And  farther,  that  imputation  cannot  be  derived 
from  a  plain,  simple. reading  of  the  Constitution. 
If  it  requires  the  minds  of  such  lawyers  as  are 
some  of  the  gentlemen,  to  discover  an  objection, 
the  truth  of  that  objection  is,  by  thiscircum 
stance,  rendered  extremely  doubtful.  They, 
professing  to  be  strict  constructionists,  go  to  the 
charter  of  the  bank,  and  instead  of  explaining, 
they  make  a  charter  ;  they  go  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  instead  of  expounding  it,  they  enter 
into  a  learned  dissertation,  to  show  what  the 
Constitution  should  be. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  definite  principles  on 
which  gentlemen  .found  an  objection  to  the  con- 
stitutionality of  .this  measure.  Is  this  conduct 
in  the  exqreise  pf  Executive  power,  a  violation  of 
the  Constitution?  Sir,  I  am  not  to  answer  ar- 
guments which  I, cannot  be  made  to  understand. 
But  the  Constitution.!     Oh!    the  Constitution! 


SPECIAL/ORDER. 

The  Special  Order  was  now  taken  up,  the 
question  being  on  the  reports  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
on  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  said,  I  do  not  flatter  my- 
selti  that  I  can  impart  any  peculiar  novelty  to 
this  subject,  or  even  command  the  attention  of 
the  Senate,  weary,  no  doubt  by  the  deba'e  so 
long  protracted;  it  is  therefore  with  embarrass- 
ment, that  I  attempt  to  say  any  thing  on  the 
subject.  If  it  bad  fallen  to  my  lot,  at  an  earlier 
season  of  the  .debate,  to  submit  my  views,  I 
had  proposed  to  exeiiesome  interest  in  myself 
at  least,  and  perhaps  to  obtain  it  from  others., 
The  ground  having  been  so  fully  occupied  by 
those  who  preceded  me,  it  is  not  expected  that 
I  can  make  much  addition  to  what  has  been 
said;  but  from  the  manner  in  which  remarks 
have  been  made,  as  to  the  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  his  right  to  exert  a  control  over  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  it  may  not  be  amiss 
to  recall  to  the  minds  of  the  Senate,  some  of 
the  positions  taken  and  the  sentiments  advanc- 
ed. 

The  first  resolution,  which  forms  a  part  of  the 
special  order  submitted  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  alleges  the  assumption  of  power  on 
the  part  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 


Gentlemen  think  there  ,is  a  silent  trampling  of  hy  the  removal  of  the  former  Secretary  of  the 
the  Constitution  under  foot,  and  they  have  dis-  Treasury,  in  order  to  accomplish  the  removal 
covered  that  they  are  the  exclusive  guardians  of  °f  the  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
the  Constitution.  Sir,  all  is  despotism  that  keeps  States;  that  this  power  was  not  granted  by  the 


them  from  office,  and  opposes  the  due  execution 
of  law.  Liberty!  liberty!  say  gentlemen. — 
But  what  kind  of  liberty  ?  They  acknowledge 
that  the  people;of  the  United  States  are  against 
them,  and  they  complain  that  they  are  .so.  They 
are  for  liberty,  but  it  is  the  liberty  of  gpverning; 
the  liberty  to  govern  the  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  not  the  liberty  for  the  people  to  °overn 
themselves.  They  are  enslaved  ;  the  majority 
of  the  people  have  been  guilty  of  the  mistake  of 
enslaving  themselves,  and  they  are  asked  if  they 
svill  submit.  I  answer — Aye!  I  will  submit  to 
,  Ahe  Government  of  my  own  choice,  and  to  the 
laws  of  my  country;  but  I  will  not  submit  tojthe 
dictates  of  an  ambitious  faction. 

But  then  we, are  .enslaved  !  All  our  energies 
are  gone!  Sir,  let  geailemen  hush  their  lamen- 
tations. I  would  say,  what  is  the  cause  of  their 
lamentations;  I  would  say  that  they  are  leagued 
with  the  tyrants  over  the  other  j?ide  of  the  water; 
•Mid  I  would  say  ,to  them  also,  hush  your  tri- 
umphs.;   the  people  of  this  .country  may  have 

much  to  carry  ;    they  may  have  joaonstrous  poli- 

tica!  doctrines  or.  the  one  skirt  and  on  the  other,  I S^  0f  exTcuUve  power.       Hi, 

andwith  Ihe  rest  a  paper  currency;    they  may  the  Constitution,  was  vested  b  the 

have  treason  in  their  ranks  ;    but  the  people  of 

this  country  wtll  be  able  to  protect  themselves 

Jigainst  all  foreign  *ud  domestic  enemies  ;    they 

will  mirc'i  on  against  tyranny  and  desppt/i-c-m  till 

they  shake  them   from  the   earth,  and  crumble 

them  to  atoms.     The  people  of  this  country  are 
jicuc,  and  I  hey  are  determined  to  remain  so. 
Tl,*  memorial  was  now  ; referred ;  to  the  Con? 

nut^e.  pp^F;in,atice,..and,jprd*r«d ; to  be  printed. 


Constitution  or  the  law,  and  is  dangerous  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people.  The  resolution  insti- 
tutes .inquiries  of  high  import;  it  goes  to  the 
structure  of  the  Government;  it  involves  the 
question  as  to  the  distribution  of  powers.  In 
this  view  of  the  subject  it  is  highly  important 
Although  we  have  heard  of  the  usurpation  of 
power  in  di  wg  what  he  has  done,  I  think  the 
President  no;"  only  has  the  power,  but  that  it 
was  a  discreet  and  proper  exercise  of  that  pow- 
er. 

The  .powers  ,°f  tn's  Government  are  distri- 
buted intp,Execut've»  Legislative,  and  Judicial. 

The  honorable  Senator  continned.  There 
were  no  oilier  powv  'rs  in  tne  Constitution  that 
he  knew  of;  ail  powei  "  fel1  within  one  of  thesc 
three  great  depIa-tmenU  S  lt  was  i^end  d  that 
this  should  be  the  case  .  by  those  who  framed 
the  Constifution';'.,and  by  bearing  this  in  mind, 
gentlemen  would  be xelievt  d  from  much  dlffi' 
culty  and  obscurity  when  tl.  'eY  undertook  the 
taik.of  assigning  to  the  dhTe.  "cnt  department* 
the  powers  which  belonged  to  t   "em-   Tne  "*&* 

inquiry  which  presented  itself    was  **  to  **** 

-  power,  by 

President, 
In  order  to  set  its  extent  and  limits,  tn  Y  must 
inquire  what  was  the  extent  of  the  Pi  'es'dent's 
power;  and  to  know  the' extent  of  hu  *  power 
they  must  advert  to  the  'nature  and  ob  ect  °* 
the  Constitution.  The  present  Copstitutioi  1  was 
adopted  to  supply  the  defects  of  the  pj,d  g 
ernment.  One  of  the  principal  difficulties 
that  government  was  tree  want  of  energy  .an  f* 
responsibility — the  want  of  an  executive  he.?d. 


ov- 
of 
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All  power  was  then  exercised  by  Congress  and1 
a  Committee  of  the  States;  they  exercised  both 
legislative  and  executive  power;  and  a  want  of 
energy  and  responsibility  was  the  result.  It 
was,  therefore,  thought  important  in  the  pre- 
sent Constitution,  that  there  should  be  unity. 
The  framers  of  this  Constitution  were  men  who 
had  read  the  history  of  ot  >er  times — they  were 
acquainted  with  the  causes  which  had  proved 
fatal  to  other  republics,  and  they  saw  that  the 
great  difficulty  was  a  lack  of  unity  in  the  ex- 
ecutive department;  which  unity  could  alone 
give  theGovernment  energy  and  responsibility. 

A  learned  commentator,  in  remarking  upon 
this  subject,  had  concluded  by  saying,  that  "A 
feeble  executive  implied  a  feeble  government; 
and  a  feeble  government  was  but  another  name 
for  a  bad  government."  He  (Mr.  T.,)  held 
that  the  unity  of  government  was  destroyed 
when  the  power  of  appointing  officers  was  so 
divided  as  to  render  the  officers  independent  of 
the  Chief  Executive.  The  next  inquiry  was, 
as  to  what  were  executive  departments.  All 
departments,  not  legislative  or  judiciary,  were 
executive  departments.  The  Constitution  di- 
vided tlie  Government  into  these  three  great 
powers;  but  Congress  might  sub-divide  them 
fit  pleased,  still  retaining  in  view  the  object 
of  the  Constitution.  He  held,  then,  that  the 
Treasury  Department,  the  State,  the  Navy,  the 
War,  and  the  Post  Office  Departments,  were 
all  executive  departments;  and  he  should  not 
have  doubted  upon  this  point,  but  for  the  argu- 
ments he  had  heard  upon  that  floor — from  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  in  particu- 
lar. Now,  wherein  did  the  difference  between 
the  Treasury  and  the  other  departments  con- 
sist r  By  the  Constitution,  the  President  might 
require  the  opinions  in  writing  of  any  of  the 
officers  of  any  of  the  executive  departments. 
Could  he  do  this  with  respect  to  the  Treasury 
Department?  If  he  could,  the  Treasury  was 
clearly  an  executive  department. 

It  could  not  4be  denied  that  the  Executive 
cou  demand  the  opinion  in  writing  of  the 
officers  of  the  Treasury.  But  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  and  others,  had  undertaken  to  show 
thai  tiiere  mu>t  be  a  difference  between  the 
Tr>  bi  iry  and  other  departments,  because  the 
act  uhichestablished  the  Treasury  Department 
was  fFerently  worded  from  the  act*  which  es- 
tablished the  other  departments.  Atffirst  sight, 
aid  :o.i  superficial  mind,  some  difference  might 
appear  to  have  been  intended  ;  but  even  it 
there  had  been  such  an  intention,  the  Treasury 
would  not  the  less  be  an  executive  department. 
Here  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  took  his  first 
distinction.  He  stated  that  the  act  telative  to 
the  Treasury  Department  was  called  "an  act 
to  establish  the  Treasury  Department ;"  whilst 
the  other  acts  were  denominated  "act*  to  es- 
tablish theexecutive  departments."  From  this 
difl'.-ience  of  phraseology,  it  was  inferred  that 
Congress  intended  to  place  the  Treasury  upon 
•  different  footing  rom  the  other  departments. 
Bo  these  acts  di  i  not  create  the  depart  n^nts. 
Co  igre»s  had  a  light,  and  had  availed  itself  of 
that  r>ght,  to  organize  these  d>  p  it  rents.     As 


he  had  before  remarked,  these  branches  of  the 
Government  might  be  sub-divided  (still  retain- 
ing their  executive  character)  in  any  way  th»t 
Congress  pleased.  In  many  instances  this  prin- 
ciple had  been  acted  upon.  The  Navy  Depart- 
ment had  been  established  subsequently  to  the 
other  departments,  and  there  were  many  other 
cases  of  departments  not  being  es'ablished  un'.il 
recommended  by  Congress.  M  ■.  Madison  had 
recommended  an  additional  department ;  and 
in  pursuance  of  this  recommendation  a  bill  hid 
been  reported  in  the  other  House — (which  bid 
however,  did  not  pass) — to  establish  a  Home 
Department.  Now,  although  the  act  by  which 
this  department  would  have  been  created,  had 
the  bill  passed,  might  not  have  nominated  this 
department  as  an  executive  department,  still  it 
would  have  been  an  executive  department. 
The  difficulty  into  which  gentlemen  fell,  arose 
from  the  fact,  that  one  department,  although 
strictly  executive,  was  not  so  much  so  as  another 
department.  This  was  the  case  with  the  Trea- 
sury Department.  The  hon.  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky had  said  that  the  Treasury  Department 
was  more  immediately  connected  with  the  legis- 
lature ;  and  he  had  been  under  the  necessity,  in 
order  to  divide  it  from  the  executive,  to  call  it  an 
administration  department.  Now,  he  (Mr.  T.) 
thought  th*t  term  still  implied  executive  power, 
and  that  the  department  was  still  as  much  an  ex- 
ecutive one  as  if  the  name  had  not  been  changed. 
But  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  said  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by  the  act  of  '89,  was 
bound  to  report  to  Congress.  From  his  (Mr. 
T,s)  reading  of  that  act  he  came  to  no  such 
conclusion.  He  found  from  the  act  establishing 
the  executive  departments,  that  the  Treasury 
was  originally  on  the  same  footing  as  the  other 
departments,  and  that  all  were  to  report  when 
called  upon  by  Congress.  By  the  act  of  '89  the 
Secretary  was  to  report  his  accounts,  but  was 
not  then  required  to  report  in  the  manner  which 
he  now  is. 

The  Treasury  Department  being  more  con- 
nected with  the  Executive  tha»  the  other  De- 
partments, it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  Se* 
cretary  of  the  Treasury  to  lay  before  Congress 
a  statement  of  the  expenditures.  It  would  be 
seen,  then,  that  the  law  was  made  in  1800,  and 
not  in  1789. 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  that  by  the  terms  of  the  act, 
the  Secretary  was  to  represent  to  Congress 
plans  for  the  improvement  of  the  finances;  not 
only  the  annual  report.  But  tiat  act  itself  de- 
monstrated that  Congress,  and  not  the  Presi- 
dent, had  the  control  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

Mr.  TALMADGE  would  take  it  in  the  sense 
in  which  the  hon.  Senator  had  explained  it;  but 
thought  it  did  not  go  to  show  that  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  was  less  the  head  of  an 
executive  department.  His  power  was  execu- 
ted as  an  executive  officer,  and  not  as  an  admin- 
istra  ive  officer. 

So  far  as  the  language  of  Congress  went,  he 
found  no  new  act  on  the  statute  book  for  es- 
tablishing salaries;  but,  if  it  were  necessar)  to 
state  farther  examples,  he  could  cite  an  act  pre- 
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vious  to  1800,  in  which  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  recognized  asan  executive  officer. 
When  Congress  was  about  to  remove  from 
Philadelphia,  it  would  be  perceived  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  looked  upon  as  an 
executive  officer.  The  act  went  farther,  and 
stated  that  the  officers  of  the  four  executive 
department  'should  have  authority  to  prepare 
rooms  for  the  accommodation  of  Congress;  so 
that  there  seemed  to  be  no  intention  of  making 
a  distinction  in  the  officers.  In  the  Constitu- 
tion, also,  on  appointing  officers,  it  was  conten- 
ded, in  the  debate  of  1789,  that  the  heads  of  the 
Departments  were  inferior  officers,  which  was 
afterwards  overruled.  From  these  samples 
it  appeared  conclusive  that  no  distinction  was 
made  between  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
and  other  executive  officers. 

We  have,  said  Mr.  T.,  already  seen  that  all 
executive  power  was  vested  in  the  President — 
He  had  he  said,  by  virtue  of  his  power,  the  con- 
trol of  all  the  executive  departments,  and 
amongst  others  that  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. Amongst  the  other  powers  given  to  the 
President  was  that  of  the  removal  of  officers; 
and  that  shewed  that  the  power  was  to  be  giv- 
en to  the  Chief  Magistrate. 

He  would  not  ai tempt  to  take  ep  the  time  of 
the  Senate  in  going  into  an  examination  of  the 
able  debate  of  1789.  The  hon.  Senator  had 
said  that  the  power  was  confided  in  the  Secre- 
tary by  law.  He  would  see  that  the  law  made 
no  such  arrangement  as  that  :  it  sanctioned  it; 
but  the  power  was  conferred  by  the  Constitu- 
tion,; and  if  the  President  derived  his  power 
from  any  source,  it  was  from  tae  Constitution 
and  not  from  the  Legislature.  This  was  the 
impression  that  prevailed  at  that  d  y,  among 
those  wbo,  perhaps,  understood  the  mattei 
better  than  it  was  understood  now. 

Tiie  President,  then,  had  no  remedy,  when 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  did  not  perform 
the  duty  wh:ch,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President, 
he  ought  to  perform,  but  that  of  removal.  As 
to  the  power  of  removal  he  would  cite 
the  authority  of  Johnson  Kemp,  whose  favor 
was  not  confined  to  his  nntive  State,  or  to  the 
Union.  [Mr.  T.  here  reid  an  extract  from  the 
author  named.]  Another  legal  construction 
was  named  in  certain  resolutions  in  Congress, 
in  1797,  which  contemplates  dismission  of  offi- 
cers, and  cited  cases  to  show  that  Congress  so 
understood  it.  He  concluded  then,  that  the 
Pree  det.t  had  the  power  to  remove  the  execu- 
tive officers  at  his  pleasure,  without  a  reason 
tobi  assigned.  [Here  Mr.  Tali.ma.dgs  redan- 
other  extract.] 

t  followed  then,  he  proceeded,  that  the  Pre- 
sident had  jurisdiction  over  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  could  carry  it  into  effect.  But 
the  hon.  Seivuor  from  Kentucky  had  said,  that 
where  the  duties  of  an  executive  officer  was 
assigned  by  law,  the  President  had  not  the 
power  to  control  him  ;  and  this  was  the  opin- 
ion expressed  by  the  hon.  Senator  from  Virgi- 
nia. 

[Here  Mr.  T.  cited  a  case  in  point,  and  ob- 
served that  the  cases  c.ted  b    those  gentlemen 


bore  no  analogy  to  the  present  case,  and  there- 
fore did  not  apply.] 

Now,  admitting  this  doctrine  to  be  true,  it 
has  no  application  to  the  case  before  us.  The 
officer  was  removed  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Pre- 
sident, and  therefore  according  to  the  very 
principle  laid  down  by  the  court  itself;  if  an 
officer  can  be  removed  by  the  President,  he 
had  a  right  to  remove  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury. 

Where  a  specified  duty  is  by  law  imposed  on 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  he  is  bound  to 
perform  it.  And  not  only  to,  but  by  the  Con- 
stitution the  President  is  bound  to  see  that  he 
performs  it  properly.  If  I  say  that  a  specific 
duty  is  assigned  to  the  Secretary,  he  is  bound 
to  perform  it.  I  say,  also,  that  the  President  is 
bound  to  see  that  he  does  perform  it.  The  Se- 
cretary may  be  directed  to  subscribe  for  an 
amount  of  bank  stock  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment. It  is  the  duty  of  the  President  to 
see,  both  that  that  duty  is  performed,  and  how 
it  is  performed.  And  if  he  does  not  perform 
this  duty  properly,  the  President  can  reach  him 
only  by  his  removal  from  office,  and  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  suitable  man  to  perform  that 
duty. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  POLK, 

That  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  of  the  4th  inst, 
in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
communicating  his  reasons  for  ordering  the  pub- 
lic deposites  to  be  removed  from  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  as  also,  in  the  removal  of 
the  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  complaining  that  the  chartered 
rights  of  the  stockholders  have  been  violated. 
On  the  removal  of  that  portion  of  directors  of 
the  bank  appointed  by  the  United  States,  mak- 
ing certain  charges  of  misconduct  against  the 
bank.  And  on  sundry  memorials  and  resolu- 
tions from  other  banks,  and  citizens  in  relation 
to  the  subject,  be  postponed  until  Tuesday 
next,  the  18th  inst. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  KENNARD ,  to 
strike  out  ''Tuesday  next,  the  18th  inst,"  and 
to  insert  "Tuesday,  the  25th  inst.,"  which  mo- 
tion was  disagreed  to. 

And  the  question  was  put,  that  the  House  do 
agree  to  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Polk. 

And  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

To-day  being  the  day  set  apart  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means, 

Mr.  POLK  said,  tliat  in  consequence  of  some 
of  the  documents  accompanying  the  rep  ortsnot 
having  yet  been  printed,  and  laid  before  the 
House,  it  became  necessary  to  move  the  further 
postponement  of  the  subject  to  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  WILDE  objected  to  the  postponement, 
inasmuch  as  every  gentleman  had  a  right  to 
obtain  a  copy  of  all  the  necessary  documents. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  proceed  at  once  to 
the  consideration  of  the  subject     For  his  own 
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part  be  was  quite  prepared  to  proceed,  and 
desired  if  possible  to  obtain  the  floor  that  morn- 
ing. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  also  hoped  the  motion 
for  postponement  would  not  prevail.  He  thought 
the  subject  was  fully  before  the  House,  and  the 
•ooner  they  came  to  a  determination  upon  it  the 
better.  Every  gentleman  was  aware  that  a  dis 
cussion  of  considerable  length  would  ensue, 
and  he  should  be  sorry  if  its  commencement 
was  postponed. 

Mr.  DICKSON  was  in  favor  of  the  postpone- 
ment, and  for  the  reason  that  he  wished  to  see 
every  document  which  could  throw  any  light 
on  the  subject.  He  did  not  think  the  delay  of 
the  discussion  would  be  an  injury  to  the  coun- 
try— the  longer  it  was  delayed  the  better  op- 
portunity there  would  be  of  ascertaining  the 
opinion  of  the  country.  He  hoped  the  motion 
for  postponement  would  prevail. 

Mr.  CHILTON  said,  although  possibly  indi- 
vidual feeling  might  be  gratified  by  entering  at 
that  time  into  a  fiery  and  intemperate  discus- 
sion, yet  there  was  a  more  sacred  obligation  and 
a  higher  object,  and  that  was  the  adjustment  of 
this  distracting  question.  He  believed  that  if 
they  should  meet  in  a  proper  spirit,  they  would 
be  able  to  restore  peace,  prosperity  and  tran 
quillity  to  the  country.  For  his  own  part  he  did 
not  care  from  what  portion  of  that  House,  or 
from  what  branch  of  the  Government,  the  pro- 
position should  come  which  would  restore  our 
lost  tranquillity.  He  might  be  permitted  to  re- 
fer to  propositions  which  had  been  heard  of  as 
having  been  offered  at  the  other  end  of  the  cap- 
ital, and  which  gave  them  reason  to  believe 
there  was  some  gleam  of  hope.  He  would  im- 
plore those  gentlemen  with  whom  he  had  acted 
in  the  the  name  of  this  agitated  country  to 
pause.  His  views  were  different  from  those  of 
the  majority;  but  he  thought  the  best  conse- 
quences might  ensue  from  this  postponement. 
He  hoped  they  would  meet  the  question  as  pa- 
triots ever  should,  with  a  view  only  to  the  best 
interest  of  the  country. 

Mr.  "WAYNE  thought  that  the  proposition 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  was  dictated  by  a  sense  of  duty.  A  report 
had  been  presented,  and  a  coun  er  report-  — 
There  were,  documents  appended  to  them 
which  were  of  as  much  consequence  as  the 
reports  themselves — containing  something  that 
had  never  been  in  print.  He  was  anxious  to  have 
the  question  settled,  and  that  the  discussion 
should  go  on;  but  how  could  gentlemen  be  cal- 
led upon  te  vote  on  papers  that  they  had  never 
yet  seen.  Let  the  understanding  be  that  this 
question  should  be  postponed  until  next  week, 
because  they  had  not  all  the  information  on 
the  subject  which  could  be  obtained.  He 
should  then  be  ready  to  enter  in  the  discussion, 
and  to  pursue  it  without  intermL-sion,  until 
they  arrived  at  some  conclusion, 

Mr.  BUHGES  said,  that,  in  common  with 
Others,  he  felt  a  deep  anxiety  that  Congress 
should. listen  to  the  voice  of  the  country,  and 
should  respond  to  it  in  accents  which  should  in- 
timate a  desire  to   obey   its   mandate.     There 


was  nothing  so  oppressive  as  hope  deferred. 
The  country  had  been  led  to  hope  that  to-day 
the  House  would  take  up  this  subject  in  ear- 
nest, and  begin  to  discuss  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  And  now  they 
were  met  with  a  motion  to  postpone.  Gentle- 
men might  rest  assured  the  people  would  scru- 
tinize closely  the  reasons  for  such  a  postpone- 
ment. Could  they  postpone  the  calamities 
which  were  pressing  them  down  to  the  very 
earth  ?  Could  hunger  postpone  its  call  for 
bread  ?  Why  postpone  debate  ?  Why  not 
suffer  gentlemen,  who  were  prepared,  to  go  on 
and  deliver  their  views  to  the  House?  They 
were  ready  :  why  should  they  not  be  heard  * 
Why,  forsooth,  gentlemen  wanted  the  letters  of 
certain  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury.  What ! 
must  the  House  go  to  the  letters  of  Secretaries 
to  learn  what  was  the  law  ?  If  he  believed  that 
a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  acted  faith- 
fully, though  he  might  have  been  in  error,  he 
should  not  be  for  condemning  him.  But  if,  in 
such  great  concerns,  he  had  knowingly  per- 
verted the  law,  he  would  arraign  him.  He 
would  arraign  him,  living  or  dead.  If  living, 
he  would  arraign  the  man :  and  if  dead,  he 
would  arraign  his  memory. 

Don't  tell  me,  said  Mr.  B.,  of  letters  of  a  Se- 
cretary going  to  justify  a  transaction  which  has 
brough1  upon  the  whole  country  a  greater,  more 
universal,  more  overwhelming  flood  of  wide- 
spread ruin  than  any  single  measure  that  ever 
had  been  attempted  since  the  foundation  of  the 
Government.  Tell  not  me  of  the  letters  of  Se- 
cretary Crawford,  or  Secretary  Dallas,  or  Secre- 
tary Hamilton,  or  any  other  Secretary.  Have 
we  not  the  law?  W  hy  are  we  to  go  to  them  ? 
Do  not  gentlemen  tell  us  that  they  are  he  mere 
instruments  of  the  Executive?  Why  not  go  to 
the  dicta  of  former  Presidents?  Why  are  we 
told  that  we  must  have  the  views  and  opinions 
of  their  underlings? — when,  in  the  same  breath, 
they  preach  to  us  that  the  President  has  a  per- 
fect right  of  control  over  all  their  doings.  The 
President  !  sir,  the  President  is  the  only  power 
in  such  a  Government !  It  is  he  who  must  tell 
us  what  the  law  is — a  hat  it  means — and  what 
should  be  the  practice  under  it ! 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  it  be,— oh  !  if  it  be,  indeed, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Caiii- 
T')N,)  would  have  us  to  believe — if  there  is,  in- 
deed, any  gleam  of  hope  that  there  is  relief  for 
the  country  coming,  I,  for  one,  will  agree  to  sit 
here,  fasting,  and  in  sackcloth  and  ashes,  till 
the  moment  shall  arrive  when  an  oppressive,  an 
arbitrary,  a  tyrannical  Government,  shall  say  t» 
the  people,  "it  is  enough,  we  will  now  give 
you  relief."  But  what  is  it  that  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Polk)  tells  us?  The  ap- 
pendix is  not  ready  !  Ay,  sir,  when  hunger  is 
gnawing  at  our  vitals,  and  we  are  all  but  sink- 
ing in  despair,  we  are  told  the  appendix  is  not 
here!  You  must  wait  for  the  -printer  !  Why 
keep  up  this  shadowy  phantom  of  a  pattry  con- 
troversy that  has  no  longer  an  existence  ?  why, 
instead  of  telling  us  what  the  Secretary  of  tin- 
Treasury  has  dune,  keep  ringing  in  our  i&xy 
that  the  bank  must  not    e  chartered?     That  u 
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-not  the  question.  The  great  thing-  we  have  to 
consider  is  the  act  of  removal?  it  is  not  the  two 
{penny  appendix  It  is  a  mere  shift,  a  misera- 
ble put  off.  When  gentlemen  are  prepared 
and  anxious  to  present  their  views  on  the  great 
.-question  before  the  nation,  they  roust  wait  for 
.an  appendix.  They  tell  you  they  don't  want 
the  appendix,  nor  any  thing  that  is-  in  it.  Yet 
.they  must  wait  because  somebody  else  wants 
.Jt.  Well,  sir,  and  when  we  get  it,  what  then  7 
•Why  then  comes  the  previous  question.  A 
committee  is  ordered,  and  next  summer  we 
shall  iiawe  a  few  sinecure  officers  made  into  a 
vagabond  committee,  going  up  and  down  the 
country,  printing  evidence  against  the  bank, 
.and  to  be  paid  for  it !  Ay,  sir,  to  be  paid  for 
it !  pod  forgive  me  !  every  thing  nowa-days 
is  to  be  paid  for  it !  I  implore  gentlemen  not 
to  br jng  forward  such  a  proposition  as  this,  and 
then  sustain  it  by  arguments,  which  any  where 
else  would  be  jailed  boyish  and  puerile.  Here, 
I  know,  every  thing  advanced  is  entitled  to  be 
heard  with  respect.  But,  sir,  in  a  country  vil- 
lage, such  reasons  «rould  be  objects  of  coo- 
tempt 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  observed,  if  all 
•the  .members  in  .the  House  were  in  the  same 
».Wte  of  mind,  as  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
inland*  it  ,iqnst  be  apparent  there  could  be  no 
reason  for  postponing  the  debate.  That  gen- 
itleman's  opinion  was  made  up.  Nothing  could 
satisfy  him  that  the  course  of  the  administration 
was  any  thing  but  a  gross  assumption  of  pow- 
er. The  gentleman  begging  the  very  question 
in  debate,  had  pronounced  it  such;  but  Mr.  M. 
trusted  that  the  members  of  the  House  who 
were  to  pass  upon  the  question  submitted  to 
their  judgment,  had  not  prejudged  it.  To  him 
it  was  a  perfectly  novel  propositiott,that  the  re- 
port of  .one  of,  the  Standing  Committees  was  to 
be  precipitated  upon  the  House  in  the  absence 
of  documents  which  ought  to  accompany  it. 
The  gentleman,  indeed,  had  told,  the  House, 
that  the  reasons  for  postponement  were  puerile, 
and  that  the  documents  would  not  sustain  the 
positions  they  were  intended  to  support.  Such, 
no  doubt,  was  his  apiuion,  but  common  courte- 
sy required,  that  before  the  House  undertook 
to  act  on  a  committee's  report,  it  should  have 
all  parts  of  that  report.  '  He  trusted  that  the 
discussion  (for  the  country  would  not  fail  to 
see  that  the. purpose  of  gentlemen  was  not  to 
take  the  question,  but  to  engage  in  a  protract- 
ed discussion,)  would  not  commence,,  until  an 
opportunity  hud  been  afforded  fully  to  exam 
hie  the  ground  of  the  committee's  report. 

Mr.  M.,  through  the  wh-jle  progress  of  this 
matter,  had  hitherto  sat  silent,  .but  be  >triis'.,ed 
not  an  inat  entive  observer,  and  he  entertained 
the  opinion  that  the  panic  in  the  country  which 
had  occasioned  such  great  distress  to  all  the  in- 
terests of  trade  and  industry,  arose,  in  a  great 
measure,  from  the  delay  which  had  occurred  in 
settling  these  questions.  He  implored  the  gen- 
tleman from  Rhode  Island,  when  the  subject 
should  be  presented  in  some  tangible  shape, 
thu  he  would  show  a  disposition  to  have  as  a 
apecdy  decision  of  it  sa  iVr.  iVL,  and  those  who 


acted  with  him.  He  would  not  consent  to  the 
imputation  of  being  in  favor  of  delay,  which 
could  only  aggravate  the  evils  of  the  country* 
Supposing  we  should  refuse  to  postpone,  what 
are  we  told?  Why,  sir,  that  no  decision  can  be 
had,  because  the  observations  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  alone  will  extend  far 
enough  to  put  off  a  decision  beyond  Tuesday. 
Sir,  if  that  gentleman  is  disposed  to  favor  the 
House,  by  presenting  his  views,  I  shall  be  art 
attentive,  and,  as  I  hope,  an  instructed  listener* 
but  I  cannot  consent  to  go  into  the  discussion 
tub,  we  have  before  us  the  materials  on  which 
the  committee  acted. 

Mr.  ALLAN ,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Ways  a»ud  Means  was- 
the  most  important  subject  before  the  present 
Congress.  We  have  now  reached  it  in  the  regu- 
lar progress  of  business.  After  a  postponement 
of  over  a  week,  the  Chairman  of  that  committee 
proposes  another  delay  of  almost  another  weekj 
because,  he  says,  certain  papers,  referred  to  in 
his  report,  are  not  yet  printed.  This  might  be- 
an argument  proper  to  be  used  by  one  who  desi- 
red  to  use  these  unprinted  papers;  but  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  (Mr.  Wilde)  is  willing  te» 
proceed  in  the  debate  without  them.  Mr.  Al- 
lan, therefore,  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  delay. 
But,  sir,  whether  this  debate  now  commence,  or 
next  week,  is  unimportant-  There  has  been  cer- 
tain indications  manifested  in  regard  to  the  dis- 
position ®f  this  report  with  which  he  (Mr.  Al- 
lan) was  noS  satisfied.  When  this  report  was- 
first  preseivted  to  thi»  House,  why  was  it  not  re- 
ferred agreeably  to  the  rules  and  usages,  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  where  that  fuIJ  and  free  discission  eouldf 
be  had  which  is  due  to  this  all-important  subject 
But,  sir,  in  violation  of  usage,  the  Chairman 
keeps  this  subject  under  the  power  of  the  pre- 
vious question,  with  the  view,  as  was  to  be  fear- 
ed, to  prevent  discussion.  Against  such  a  course- 
he  protested,,  as  the  State  from  which  he  came, 
had,  as  yet,  had  no  opportunity  of  being  heard. 

The  gentleman  from.  Virginia  (Mr.  Mason)  has 
expressed  a  willingness  to  postpone  discussion^ 
while  he  commends  speedy  action. 

Mr.  Mason  said  that  he  had  been  misunder- 
stood. 

Mr.  Allan  said,  he  was  glad  that  he  was  mis~ 
taken.  He  hoped  that  he  also  misunderstood 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He  would" 
call  upon  that  gentleman  to  state  whether  it  was 
the  intention  to  keep  this-  Fepoit  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  to  prevent  discussion. 

Mr.  POLK  said,  in  reply,  that  he  did  not 
snow  that  the  gentlemen  from  Kentucky  was- 
warranted  to  propose  to  him  any  such  question. 
He  would,  however,  answer  the  gentleman.  At 
the  same  time  that  he  would  do  nothing  which 
might  operate  to  restrain  a  full  discussion  of  the 
subjee  ,  be  would  consent  to  do  nothing  that 
must  delay  decision:  he  would  do  nothing  by 
his  vote  which  should  put  the  subject  ;n  a  situa- 
tion where  ao  decision  could  ever  be  had  upon 
it.  As  to  the  matter  immediately  before  the 
House,  the  House  itself  had  ordered  tha  the 
report  of  the  Committee,  with  the  accompany- 
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ing  documents,  should  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  members.  He  considered  it  important 
that  this  should  be  done.  The  printer,  how- 
ever, had  not  yet  furnished  those  documents  to 
the  House.  They  were  not  upon  the  tables  of 
members;  he  knew  no  member  of  the  House, 
or  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  could 
have  controlled  the  action  of  the  printer.  He 
knew  not  why  the  papers  were  not  here.  The 
gentleman,  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Watne)  was 
perfectly  right  in  the  opinion  he  had  express- 
ed that ,  if  Mr.  P.  had  consented  to  go  into  the 
discussion  under  present  circumstances,  he 
might  justly  have  been  charged  with  precipi- 
tancy. It  was  no  part  of  his  purpose  to  pro- 
duce procrastination;  he  wished  to  have  the 
subject  discussed;  he  desired  tliat  the  House 
should  give  the  fullest  expression  of  its  opin- 
ion. The  opposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  behind  him  (Mr,  Wildk)  did,  he  con- 
fessed, surprise  him— because,  in  private  con- 
versation with  the  members,  he  had  understood 
that  the  postponement  would  meet  with  gene 
ral  acquiescence. 

He  had  nothing  to  say  in  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Rhode  Island,  farther  than  that,  when 
the  question  should  come  up,  he  hoped  to  find 
that  gentleman  among  those  who  were  r>ady  to 
come  to  a  decision  upon  it.  As  to  the  prelimi- 
nary discussion  which  had  consumed  from  se- 
venty to  eighty  days  of  the  session,  he  well  re- 
membered that  it  had  been  urged  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Rhode  Island  and  others,  in  opposition 
to  Mr.  P's  wishes.  After  that  great  consump- 
tion of  time,  the  subject  had  ultimately  taken 
the  direction  wlichthe  committee  desired.  They 
had  now  returned  to  the  House  with  the  result 
of  their  deliberations,  in  the  shape  of  certain  dis- 
tinct propositions.  These  they  desired  should 
go  to  the  House  in  company  with  documents  in- 
timately connected  with  the  general  subject,  a 
part  of  which  had  never  been  in  print.  How  far 
they  might  throw  light  upon  the  subject,  it  was 
not  for  him  to  say:  they  certainly  had  had  weight. 
with  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He 
had  no  desire  respecting  these  papers,  but  that 
they  should  come  up  in  regular  form.  He  had 
no  wish  to  procrastinate,  and,  if  such  an  im- 
pression had  been  attempted  to  be  thrown  out, 
it  had  no  foundation  in  truth  — none  whatever. 
It  had  been  his  intention  to  submit  to  the  House, 
for  its  adoption,  an  order  which  would  insure  a 
full  discussion,  viz  :  that  the  report  nf  the  com- 
mittee be  the  standing  order  of  the  day  on  every 
day  in  every  week,  Saturdayg  excepted,  and 
should  so  continue  until  tne  House  should  come 
to  some  decision.  When  that  order  was  submit- 
ted, they  should  see  whether  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island  would  vote  for  a  measure  which 
went  to  insure  both  full  discussion  and  speedy 
action. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Penn.,  observed,  that  he 
had  but  little  to  say.  On  such  a  question 
there  ought  not  to  be  much  debate.  It  wa* 
simple,  and  easily  comprehended.     It  amount 


risen,  had  he  not  discovered  an  attempt  to  raise 
the  impression  that  those  who  voted  for  the  mo- 
tion now  before  the  House  we're  desirous  of 
postponing  a  final  discussion  this  evening,  he 
was  in  favor  of  having  a  decision  as  soon  as 
practicable.  The  sooner  the  better  for  the  na- 
tion. And,  if  he  believed  that  a  decision 
would  be  arrived  at  any  the  sooner  by  commen- 
cing the  discussiou  now,  he  should  vote  against 
the  motion  to  postpone.  But,  if  he  had  any 
correct  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  that 
House,  the  length  of  the  proposed  debate 
would  be  measured  only  by  the  length  of  the 
session.  Should  the  discussion  commence  now, 
it  must  take  precedence  of  every  thing  except 
the  private  bills  on  Friday  next.  Now,  he 
thought  the  House!  might  with  advantage  give 
to  day  and  to-morrow  to  the  consideration  of 
many  important  bills  of  a  public  nauire.  Some 
gentlemen,  however,  seemed  so  anxious  to 
vent  their  feelings,  so  impatient  to  use  the 
words'  Tyrant  and  Usurper,"  and  apply  them 
to  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  country,  that  they 
could  not  wait.  The  House  had  already  in- 
dulged a  course.of  this  nature,  against  all  rules 
of  order,  for  many  days.  Much  abuse  had  been 
uttered  against  the  Chief  Magistrate.  There 
were  some  who  used  these  terms  in  reference 
to  the  same  individual,  when  he  was  risking  his 
all,  both  property  and  life,  for  the  defence  of 
the  country.  He  did  not  know  whether  the 
gentleman  from  Rhode  1-land  was  one  of  those 
persons  or  not.  But  such  there  were.  Surely 
the  gentleman  should  entertain  some  liberality 
of  feeling  towards  those  who  differ  from  him. 
Their  differences  were  matter  of  opinion,  ,'and 
those  who  differ  from  him  the  most  widely 
might  be  just  as  honest  as  the  gentleman  him- 
self. Mr.  M.  was  prepared,  when  the  subject 
should  come  up,  to  present  his  own  views  in 
relation  to  it.  They  were  as  satisfactory,  at 
least,  to  himself,  as  the  views  of  the  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island  were  to  him.  And  he  pos- 
sessed, and  should  exercise,  the  same  right  to 
express  them. 

Mr.  WAYNV.  explained,  and  briefly  reite- 
rated his  previous  argument. 

Mr.  BAYLIES  said  he  would  go  as  far  as 
any  one,  guided  by  his  judgment,  in  aiding  to 
restore  the  public  confidence  of  the  country. 
It  seemed  to  be  considered  by  some  gentlemen 
that  those  who  desired  to  postpone  the  conside- 
ration of  this  matter,  had  in  view  to  delay  its 
settlement,  but  such  an  insinuation  did  injus* 
tice  to  his  feelings.  Ke,  himself,  wished 
speedy  decision,  but,  at  the  same  time,  was 
anxious  that  every  gentleman  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  being  heard,  and  that  all  the  in- 
formation possible  should  be  brought  to  bear 
upon  it.  Mr.  B.  would  appeal  to  his  course 
during  the  present  session.  He  had  not  occu- 
pied a  moment's  time  of  the  House  himself, 
bu  his  votes  were  invariably  recorded  aga  nst 
the  previous  question,  wishing,  as  he  did,  that 
the  voice  of  every   member  should  be  heard — 


ed,  in  eflect,  merely  to  putting  off  the  speech  though,  perhaps,  if  his  own  feelings  had  been 
of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Wilbe,) -consulted,  he  would  have  been  willing  for  an 
for  two  days  longer.     Mr.  M.  would  not  have  J  earlier  reference  of  the  subject  to  the  Com- 
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mittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  though  he  thought 
the  debate  had  been  unnecessarily  extended, 
yet,  when  a  representative  of  the  people  rose 
and  wished  to  express  his  sentiments,  ami  the 
voice  of  his  constituents,  it  was  not  for  him, 
(Mr.  B.)  to  deprive  a  member  of  that  right. 

No  delay  could  ensue  by  the  postponement 
sought  for,  since  the  subject,  so  far  as  discus- 
sion was  concerned,  was  already  before  the 
House  by  the  motion  of  the  honorable  member 
from  Alabama,  (Mr.  Mardis.)  Mr.  B.  said  he 
attached  much  importance  to  what  had  fallen 
from  the  honorable  member  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Chilton,)  and  concluded  by  saying  he 
thought  the  reasons  given  for  postponement 
were  satisfactory,  and  he  should  vote  for  the 
motion  of  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Corn- 
mil  tee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  believed  no  one  was  more  de- 
sirous than  himself  that  this  question  should  be 
brought  to  an  issue.  It  had  already  consumed  a 
great  deal  of  time,  and  was  likely  to  occupy  a 
great  portion  of  the  remaining  balance  of  the 
session,  to  the  delay  of  other  and  important  bu- 
siness. He  should  vote  for  the  postponement 
sought  for  by  the  motion,  not  only  for  the  reasons 
before  stated  by  other  gentlemen,  but  also,  that 
the  House  might,  in  the  interim,  act  upon  several 
important  bills  then  pressing  for  attention.  Sev- 
eral of  the  departments  were  greatly  embarrassed 
in  consequence  of  this  delay,  and  the  postpone- 
ment of  this  question  for  a  few  days  would  ena- 
ble the  House  to  remove  this  inconvenience. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  referred  to  the  various  ob- 
jects embraced  in  the  Report  and  accompanying 
Resolutions  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  all  and  each  of  which  would  have  to 
undergo  the  grave  deliberation  of  the  House. — 
He  would  ask  if  there  was  a  single  gentleman  in 
that  House^who  could  take  upon  himself  to  say 
that  he  had  attentively  read  all  the  documents 
referred  to  as  the  ground  on  which  the  committee 
had  based  their  conclusions?  It  was  due  to  that 
committee,  due  >o  the  House,  and  due  from  each 
member  to  himself,  that  the  question  should  be 
postponed  for  a.  few  d  ys  in  order  that  all  these 
papers  might  receive  that  attention  they  deserv- 
ed. In  a  word,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  perceive  how 
the  House  could  proceed  at  all  without  the 
means  of  exam  nation  afforded  by  these  docu- 
ments. Mr.  H.  said,  he  therefore  hoped  that  no 
farther  objection  would  be  offered  to  the  post- 
ponement sought  for. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Vt.  said,  if  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Polk)  had  not 
made  this  motion  for  postponement,  he  (Mr.  E.) 
should  have  felt  it  hu  duty  to  have  done  so. — 
Every  document  and  paper  ought  to  be  fully 
before  the  House  ere  it  proceeded  in  the  discus- 
sion. Besides,  the  postponement  sought  for  was 
only  for  a  couple  of  days,  and  there  was  abund 
:1:1c  j  of  urgent  business  to  engage  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  during  the  interval.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  sustain  the  motion. 

Mr.  HARDIN  said  a  few  words  in  favor  of 
acceeding  ',0  the  motion. 

Mt.  McKE'N-NAN.  rose  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  the   motion.     He  trusted  that  when  the 


discussion  came  up,  it  would  proceed  in  the  full- 
est manner.  Wishing  this,  and  desiring  that 
when  the  House  commenced  with  it  no  further 
delay  would  ensue;  he  was  anxious  that  several 
important  bills  then  before  it,  and  to  be  brought 
up,  should  be  acted  upon  first.  Mr-  McK.  in- 
stanced the  Commutation  Pension  Bill,  the  Ar- 
my Appropriation  Bill,and  others;  also  the  Cum- 
berland Road  Bill,  in  which  his  constituents 
were  deeply  interested. 

But  there  was  another  reason  which,  Mr.  McK. 
said,  was  all  important  with  him,  and  that  was, 
that  postponement  to  a  more  distant  day  would 
enable  the  representatives  of  the  people  in  that 
House  to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  feelings, 
views,  and  wishes  of  their  constituents  upon  this 
great  question.  There  had  not  yet  elapsed  suf- 
ficient time  for  that  purpose,  and  he  wished  the 
opportunity  to  be  afforded.  It  was  from  their  re- 
presentatives alone  that  the  people  could  expect 
rehef,  for  they  well  knew,  that  from  the  execu- 
tive department  no  remedy  for  the  prevailing  dis- 
slress  would  be  recommended.  In  order  then, 
that  the  views  of  the  people  might  reach  their 
representatives  in  time,  he  should  move,  as  an 
amendment,that  the  postponement  be  until  Tuea- 
day  week. 

Mr.  BURGES  rose  to  explain:  The  whole 
object  he  had  in  view,  was  to  put  the  question 
into  such  a  shape  as  it  ought  to  bear,  before  the 
House  should  enter  on  the  debate.  The  great 
question  before  them  was,  on  the  reasons  sub- 
mitted by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for 
removing  the  public  deposites.  That  was  the 
first  question.  Were  those  reasons  sufficient  or 
not  sufficient?  Gentlemen  could  not  escape  the 
question — they  could  not  wink  it  out  of  sight. 
It  was  not  the  question  whether  the  bank  should 
be  rechartered.  That  question  was  not  before 
the  House.  He  said  his  own  wish  was  to  move 
a  recommitment  of  the  Secretary's  letter,  with 
instructions  to  the  committee  to  report  that  the 
reasons  were  insufficient.  That  would  bring 
the  question  fairly  up,  and  every  gentleman 
must  vote  directly.  If  it  should  be  announced 
(hat  the  reasons  were  sufficient,  then  ulterior 
measures  would  have  to  be  adopted.  But  if  the 
reasons  should  be  pronounced  insufficient,  the 
sound  would  reach,  as  in  a  moment,  to  the  ut- 
most bounds  of  the  country;  and  it  must  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  restoration  of  thedeposites.  For  this 
reason  he  was  opposed  to  any  postponement. — 
There  was  another  reason,  which  came  as  near 
to  him  as  even  the  welfare  of  his  coi.situents — 
it  had  relation  to  some  members  of  the  House. 
Mr.  B.  said  he  would  do  much  to  stand  well  in 
the  op'nion  of  a  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Baylies,)  who  seemed  to  have  under  tood 
him  as  hcchs ng  the  gentleman  of  wishing  for 
delay.  God  forbid  that  he  should  utter  such  a 
sentiment.  He  only  me.nt  to  entreat  that  the 
discussion  might  not  be  delayed.  All  th.it  he  did 
(here  and  elsewhere,  he  did  directly;  and  if  he 
uad  intended  so  to  accuse  the  gentleman,  hea- 
ven knew  thai  he  should  have  said  so  expressly. 
His  fault  w  as  to  say  more  than  he  meant,  rather 
than  les^.  He  had  had  no  intention  to  wrong 
hat  gentleman's  feeliNgs.     The  gentleman  had 
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told  the  House,  and  he  had  told  them  with  that 
voice  and  countenance  which  was  always  Ihe 
index  of  truth,  that  he  had  voted  against  the 
previous  question.  The  previous  question, 
however,  had  been  carried, and  Mr.  B.  had  been 
voted  off  the  floor  very  uncourteously.  He-  hao 
been  at  that  time  the  only  representative  from 
Rhode  Island,  and  his  friends  wished  to  hear 
from  him. 

The  reasons  advanced  in  favor  of  postpone- 
ment, seemed  to  him  wholly  without  force — 
nay,  almost  absurd.  He  wanted  to  have  the 
question  put  when  every  man  might  speak  upon 
it  freely.  He  now  found ,  however,  from  what 
had  dropped  from  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, that  the  report  was  not  to  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  but  was  to  be  retained  in 
the  House,  where  the  axe  might  at  any  moment 
fall  and  cut  short  the  discussion.  And  now  they 
had  held  up  certain  rules  and  orders  to  amuse 
the  people,  by  giving  out  that  the  House  would 
do  nothing  else  but  attend  to  this  subject  from 
Monday  morning  to  Saturday  night.  But  what 
was  this?  It  was  no  more  like  relief  than  the 
ashes  that  filled  the  apples  of  Sodom,  were  to 
sound  and  wholesome  fruit.  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Baylies)  however, 
wished  that  the  discussion  should  be  put  off, 
and,  as  he  well  knew  that  that  gentleman  had 
none  but  honest  reasons,  he  should  yield  his 
assent  to  it. 

As  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Millkr)  he  had  said  that  gentleman  had  been 
indulged  with  liberty  to  speak  about  the  Presi- 
dent. Now,  he  wanted  to  know  if  it  was  held 
to  be  an  indulgence,  that  representatives  on 
that  floor,  should  speak  with  freedom  of  the 
first  executive  officer  of  the  Government.  He 
should  certainly  endeavor,  in  speaking  of  that 
officer,  to  keep  himself  within  the  bounds  of 
civility,  though  he  might  sometimes  make  use 
of  the  word  tyrant.  But  when  he  heard  the 
President  say  to  the  delegations  who  addressed 
him,  "go  home  and  go  to  work—  I  am  accus- 
tomed to  govern,  I  shall  take  care  of  bit  glory, 
and  mt  Government  and  my  people"  (meaning 
all  of  us  here  and  our  constituents)  I  think  it  is 
time  to  tell  the  people  that  there  is  something 
more  in  the  country  than  a  President.  I  think 
we  might  be  indulged  with  some  little  freedom 
of  speech,  when  we  are  ruined  and  ground  down 
under  the  measures  of  the  |President|  and|  his 
counsellors.  Nay,  sir,  I  think  we  ought  to  be 
permitted  to  call  him  a  tyrant,  if  we  think  him 
so,  without  asking  leave.  He  is  certainly  de- 
nounced as  such  by  millions,  who  once  admired 
him;  yet  the  gentleman  considers  it  as  an  indul- 
gence. No  doubt  the  gentleman  is  far  more 
courteous  than  I — and  he  may  have  other  rea- 
sons besides  for  not  using  this  indulgence;  but 
I  am  not  used  to  being  restrained  from  saying 
or  doing  what  shall  be  for  the  advantage  of  my 
constituents. 

Mr.  BYNUM  was  disappointed  at  the  propo- 
sition for  a  postponement  of  this  question.  It 
had  not  been  met  in  that  spirit  of  conciliation 
which,  from  the  remarks  of  some  gentlemen, 
he  had  been  led  to  expect.    It  was  a  question, 


the  consequences  of  which  were  of  too  impor- 
tant a  nature  to  be  trammelled  by  party  feeling. 
In  the  name  of  common  sense,   let  them  meet 
the  question  lairly,  and  inquire  into  the  facts, 
and  see  if  there  were  any  cause  for  this  univer- 
sal complaint  of  tyranny.     He  trusted  that  if 
there  were  tyranny  in  the  country,  there   was 
also  enough    of  patriotism,   to  strangle  it    in 
its  cradle.  But,  if  it  was  a  false  alarm;  if  gentle- 
men >vere  crying,  "wolf!  wolf!  wolf!"  when 
there  was  no  wolf,  he  trusted  that  they  would 
suppress  that  false  alarm.     He  stood  on  that 
floor  to  represent  a  cer'ain  portion  of  the  free- 
men of  this  country.     He  felt  responsible  for 
their  interests.     If  there  were  any  facts  not  yet 
brought  to  light,  which  would  aid  them  in  their 
deliberations,  he  called  for  those  facts  that  he 
might  examine  them   himself.      He  could  not 
take  or  trust  the  statement  of  those  facts,  either 
by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,   (Mr.  Wilde) 
or  any  other  individual.     It  had  been  said,  that 
the  documents  were  before  them.      It  was  not 
so;  and  yet  they  were,  called  on  to  decide  upon 
the  sufficiency  or  the  insufficiency  of  those  re- 
ports.    He,  for  one,  should  desire  to  have  all 
the  documents  connected  with  those  reports, 
before  him.     He  could  not  consent  to  act  on 
partial  or  ex  parte  reports.     Gentlemen  in  that 
House  had  seized  every  opportunity  of  crying 
•'Usurpation,"  "Tyranny,"  and  ''Despotism. " 
It  was  well  understood    that    this   was    pre- 
suming on  the  ignorance  of  the  people.   Would 
the  people  believe  there  was   a   tyrant  in  the 
country?     Would  they  believe  that  there  was 
usurpation?     Would  they  believe  that  distress 
and  ruin  was  staring  them  in  the  face?     They 
would  take  no  man's  word  for  those  things.     If 
such  had  been   their  belief,    Andrew  Jackson 
would  have  been   executed  long  since.     He 
would  not  at  that  time  be  in  the  White  Palace, 
as  it  was   denominated.     The  people  under- 
stood the  game,  and  when  they  found  gentle- 
men so  long   crying    "wolf,  wolf,"   and  yet 
found  no  wolf,  they  would  treat  those  gentle- 
men accordingly. 

The  Chair  here  called  Mr.  B.  to  order. 
Mr.  B.  resumed.  He  was  among  the  last 
who  would  unnecessarily  consume  the  time  of 
the  House  in  debate,  but  if  there  should  be  a 
months'  delay  or  discussion  in  waiting  for  facts 
necessary  to  their  deliberations,  he  would  not 
consent  to  act  without  them. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  said,  he  was  anxious  that 
the  main  question  should  be  decided.  He  hoped 
that  time  would  not  be  consumed  in  collateral 
debate.  Let  them  act.  One  member  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  said  that  he  was 
now  prepared  to  go  on.  Let  them  hear  him, 
and  if  no  other  gentleman  was  prepared  to  fol- 
low him,  let  the  subject  be  postponed.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  report  of  the  Committee  was 
calculated  to  increase  the  distress  of  the  coun- 
try, lie  thought  that  as  the  report  had  come 
before  the  House,  they  ought  to  discuss  it  then. 
But  if  the  Chairman  of  the  Commitee  of  Ways 
and  Means  insisted  on  his  motion,  he  thought 
they  ought  in  courtesy  to  agree  to  his  .post- 
ponement. 
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Mr.  LANE  (of  Indiana)  said,  that  if  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Georgia  was  prepared 
to  go  on  with  the  discussion  of  the  report,  he 
was  not  prepared  to  hear  him.  He  (Mr.  L.) 
wished  to  have  the  advantage  of  all  the  lights 
that  could  be  afforded  on  the  subject.  He  wish- 
ed not  only  to  examine  the  reports,  but  all  the 
documents.  He  had  been  a  silent  listener  ow- 
ing to  the  discussion  of  this  subject,  nor  should 
have  r  sen  then  but  for  the  imputation  cast  upon 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Me:ins,  that  "delay,  delay"  was  his  object.  It 
was  proper  sometimes  to  retrospect  the  con- 
duct of  gentlemen.  He  would  not  impeach 
their  motives. 

It  would  be  recollected  that  in  December  last, 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Bimnbt) 
had  said  that  •'  action — action,''  was  necessary; 
and  with  a  view  to  this,  had  contended  that  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ought  to 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House.  It  would  be  recollected  that  he  (Mr. 
L.)  had  then  voted  that  the  report  should  go  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Who  then, 
had  been  the  most  consistent,  he  who  had  been 
silent,  or  those  who  had  spoke  day  after  day? 
The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  now 
made  their  report.  He  had  not  seen  it  nor  heard 
it  read.  He  could  therefore  only  repeat  that  he 
was  not  prepared  to  hear  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  on  the  subject.  With  regard  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  he 
had  listened  to  him  with  pleasure,  as  he  listened 
to  all  the  emanations  of  his  illuminated  mind 
and  talents .  on  every  subject.  He  would  avail 
himself  of  every  resource,  and  hail  every  new 
light,  unless  it  were  a  "  blue  light." 

Mr.  BURD,  of  Pa.,  said  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
have  to  return  my  thanks  to  the  honorable  gen- 
tlemen from  Tennessee,  for  his  proposition. 

The  reports  of  the  majority  and  minority  of 
the  Com.  of  Ways  and  Means,  have  been  re- 
ceived but  for  a  sh"rt  time. 

They  require  careful  examination,  and  doubt- 
less much  has  been  advanced,  oik  both  sides 
worthy  of  serious  attention;  for  my  own  part  I 
am  free  to  admit  that  time  has  not  been  afford- 
ed me  for  such  an  investigation  as  is  wished  for; 

It  is  important  to  the  country,  and  important 
to  every  member  on  this  floor,  that  we  should 
act  advisedly  and  from  the  best  lights  and  in- 
formation before  us.  Then  why  refuse  a  few 
days  for  further  examination,  and  particularly 
all  contained  in  the  reports. 

The  recent  measure  of  the  Executive  in  re  la 
tion  to  the  deposites  has  been  one  of  great  mo- 
ment to  the  country  and  disastrous  as  may  be 
the  consequences,  this  is  not  the  only  matter  to 
be  deprecated  and  lamented.  It  is  the  violation 
of  the  contract  entered  into  when  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  was  chartered 

This  at  a  proper  time,  should  I  have  the  holi- 
er of  addressing  this  House  I  will  endeavor  to 
shew,  for  the  present  it  is  sufficient  for  me  to 
believe  that  the  law  has  been  violated,  and  that 
the  country  has  suffered  and  will  further  suffer 
in  consequence  of  the  measure. 

Sir,  I  yield  to  no  man  in  my  respect  for  the 


Chief  Magistrate,  and  in  the  strength  ef  my 
early  attachment  to  him?  I  am  one  of  his  early 
friends,  not  an  eleventh  hour  man,  but  much  as 
I  regard  him,  I  regard  my  country,  and  her 
laws  more. 

The  abstract  question  is  one  thing,  and  the 
distresses  of  the  country  are  entirely  a  different 
rmtter,  but  a  consequence  flowing  from  an  ille- 
gal act. 

I  the  efore,  sir,  in  principle,  am  opposed  to 
the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive at  the  time  the  act  took  place. 

Sir,  in  some  of  the  prints  fault  has  been 
found  with  me  for  not  voting  for  the  referrence 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  The 
reason  why  I  thus  voted  was  because  I  wished  * 
select  committee  to  act  on  the  subject,  one  not 
influenced  by  party  considerations. 

I  now  wish  to  act  on  what  the  committee  has 
done,  freed  from  party  considerations,  and  shall 
fearlessly  march  up  to  the  subject,  believing 
that  the  Constitution  and  laws  bear  me  out  in 
saying,  that  the  removal  of  the  deposites  was 
wrong  and  inexpedient. 

Mr.  WILDE  said,  as  this  seemed  to  be  con- 
sidered an  argument  whether  the  House 
would,  or  would  not,  now  hear  his  speech,  he 
presumed  he  should  be  entitled  to  the  last  word. 
Whether  the  gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Miller)  was  right  in  so  treating  it,  or  not,  he 
Mr.  W.  would  not*inquire.  If  he  were,  gcntle- 
meft  who  spoke  for  the  motion,  and  by  conse- 
quence, (according  to  the  gentleman,)  against 
the  speech,  attached  much  more  importance  to 
it  than  he  (Mr.  W.)  did.  What  he  had  to  say, 
when  heard,  though  it  wonld  not  perhaps,  be 
absolutely  innocent  of  all  meaning,  might  bo 
little  better  than  some  of '  the  reasons  against 
hearing  it.  He  rose,  however,  not  to  say  a  word  in 
its  fa  vol  but  to  relieve  the  House  from  all  anx- 
iety on  the  subject,  as  soon  as  he  had  discharg- 
ed his  obligations  to  all  the  gentlemen  who  had 
honored  him  with  their  remarks.  In  desiring  to 
proceed  at  this  time,  the  time  assigned  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  themselves  for 
taking  it  up,  he  was  actuated,  as  far  as  he  could 
answer  for  his  own  motives,  solely  by  a  wish  to 
save  time,  and  fulfil  his  duty.  He  understood 
that  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  who,  on  a  former  occasion,  labori- 
ously argued  this  subject,  did  not  design  defend- 
ing his  report  until  it  was  attacked,  and  he  (Mr. 
W.)  had,  therefore,  urged  his  right  to  the  floor. 
It  was  his  fortune,  however,  in  the  view  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Polk)  and  his 
friends,  to  be  always  too  fast,  or  too  slow. 
When  he  last  wished  to  speak,  the  previous 
question  was  called,  and  persisted  in,  because 
he  was  too  late.  Now  a  postponement  is 
moved  because  he  is  too  soon ;  and  the  gentle* 
man  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Bynwm)  express- 
ed surprise  that  Mr.  W.  should  persevere  in  a 
course,  which,  in  bis  (Mr.  B's)  opinion,  implied 
a  want  of  courtesy  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

He,  (Mr.  W.)  would  always  be  happy  to  be 
instructed  in]courtesy,  by  so  distinguished  a  pro- 
fessor as  the   gentleman  from  North  Carolina  : 
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but  he  did  not  perceive  how  his  wishing  to 
speak,  when  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  did 
not,  implied  any  discourtesy,  and  in  justice  to 
himself,  Mr.  W.  was  bound  to  add,  he  had  se- 
veral times  attempted  to  get  the  floor,  with  a 
view  of  withdrawing  his  opposition ;  but  other 
gentlemen,  who  had  not  spoken,  always  got  it 
from  him.  He  had  competed  with  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  B.)  himself,  and 
was  only  prevented  from  interrupting  him,  to 
state  his  object,  by  the  very  quality  which  the 
gentleman  supposed  him  deficient. 

He  had  not,  therefore,  exhibited  any  pertina- 
city of  opposition  to  a  motion  which  virtually 
told  him  he  was  premature  in  desiring-  to  be 
heard,  as  he  had  oefore  been  told  he  was  tar- 
dy. But  if  he  had,  undoubtedly,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  he  would  have  been  justified, 
and  he  wished  to  right  him  self  on  that  point,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  House.  The  papers  came  in 
a  week  ago.  Every  gentleman  had  been  in 
possession  of  the  Majority  Report  and  the  Mi- 
nority Report,  several  days  since.  Some  docu- 
ments to  be  appended  to  the  former  were  alone 
wanting;  and  this  is  urged  as  a  ground  for  not 
proceeding  with  a  discussion  of  the  Report, 
which  he  was  prepared  to  discuss  without 
those  documents.  If  he  were  suffered  to  pro- 
ceed, he  should  occupy  the  time  allotted  to  the 
subject  to-day  and  to  morrow.  Friday  and 
Saturday  were  assigned  to  private  bills,  and 
Monday  for  petitions.  The  postponement, 
therefore,  was  unnecessary.  It  would  not  be 
necessary  for  him,  in  the  view  he  proposed  to 
take,  to  advert  to  those  documents,  nor  would 
it  be  requisite  to  advert  to  them,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  testing  its  correctness.  The  most  im- 
portant of  them  were  documents  already  print- 
ed,  and  on  the  files  o  *  the  House.  Such  as  the 
Report  and  Counter  Report  from  the  majority 
and  minority  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  of  last  year,  of  which  a  large  number  of 
extra  copies  had  been  voted,  and  which,  he 
supposed,  every  one  in  the  House  had  read. 

The  gentleman  from  Indiana,  indeed,  (Mr. 
Lane,)  appeared  to  believe  he  should  not  be 
able  to  understand  his  (Mr.  W.'s)  speech, 
without  the  aid  of  the  papers  in  question.  He 
feared,  if  this  were  so,  he  must  abandon  all 
hope  of  being  understood  by  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana.  For,  undoubtedly,  if  he  could 
not  understand  Mr.  W.  without  documents,  to 
which  it  was  not  Mr.  W.'s  present  purpose  to 
refer,  he  would  not  be  able  to  understand  him 
with  them. 

His  colleague  (Mr.  Wayne)  seemed  to  think 
it  would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  attempt  proceed- 
ing, since  any  one  might  call  |for  the  reading  of 
the  documents,  and  so  interrupt  the  progress  of 
the  d.iscusdoR.  With  great  deference  to  his 
colleagues'  superior  knowledge  of  rulesand  or- 
der, he  ventured  to  affirm  he  was  mistaken. — 
The  reading  having  been  once  dispensed  with, 
could  not  be  insisted  on,  if  any  one  objected 
to  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Mason) 
and  others,  as  it  seemed  to  him,  argued  against 
delay,  and  voted  for  it     Gentlemen  cry  out  for 


action — and  what  action  do  they  propose?  An 
action  to  confirm  what  has  bean  done,  and  to 
leave  all  things  just  as  they  are. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Polk) 
with  whom  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Mason)  voted,  declined  bringing  this  matter  in- 
to the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  where  every 
body  could  have  fair  play.  Tlvy  had  resolved 
to  keep  the  tourniquet  on  the  d- bate,  and  to 
amputate  it  whenever  they  thought  proper. — 
They  professed  great  liberality.  They  intend- 
ed to  admit  a  reasonable  length  of  debate;  but 
they  were  to  be  the  judges  of  that,  and  kept  the 
power  in  their  own  hands.  What  did  gentle- 
men mean  by  a  reasonable  length  of  debate  *—~ 
They  professed  a  great  willingness  to  h*-ar  him, 
if  they  thought  it  would  advance  the  period  of  a 
decision  in  the  least ,  but  not  seeing  how  that 
could  be  at  all  effected,  they  wou'd  vote  against 
hearing  him. 

Again  he  asked,  what  did  gentlemen  mean  by 
a  reasonable  length  of  debate'  If  they  meant 
ten,  twenty,  or  thirty  days,  or  any  fixed  time 
during  which  they  could  find  patience  and  lei- 
sure to  listen,  or  not  listen,  as  they  pleased,  to 
the  complaints  and  sufferings  of  the  country, 
then  he  said  to  gentlemen  it  was  a  very  simple 
question  of  arithmetic.  By  beginning  two  days 
sooner,  they  would  finish  two  days  earlier.  The 
decision  for  which  gentlemen  appeared  to  be 
so  anxious,  would  be  had  eight,  eighteen,  or 
twenty-eight  days  hence,  according  to  the  ur- 
gency or  clemency  of  gentlemen  and  their 
friends,  in  assigning,  in  the  first  instance,  a 
fixed  period,  during  which  the  voice  of  reason 
or  the  wail  of  misery,  was  permitted  to  be 
heard.  If  the  words  of  gentlemen  who  made 
these  declarations,  were  to  be  interpreted  by 
their  acts,  they  were  anxious  to  decide,  but  in- 
disposed to  discuss.  Mr.  W.  did  not  complain 
of  that;  and  the  gentleman  from  North  Caroli- 
na, (Mr.  Btnum,)  unintentionally,  no  doubt, 
did  him  great  injustice,  when  he  imagined  he 
(Mr.  W.)  was  inclined  o  compel  the  House  to 
listen  to  him.  That  was  a  miracle,  which  even 
the  gentleman  himself  could  not  effect.  Mr. 
W.  considered,  that  the  liberty  of  speaking, 
and  the  liberty  of  not  hearing,  went  together. 
Dfcring  certain  kinds  of  re-marks,  they  were  all 
troubled  with  the  malady  of  not  marking.  For 
himself,  however,  whenever  the  subject,  in  his 
opinion,  was  worthy  of  discussion,  give  him 
permission  to  speak,  and  he  would  take  his 
chance  of  being  heard;  ay,  and  understood  too, 
without  documents.  He  had  pressed  for  a 
hearing,  because  he  was  ready  for  trial.  If 
others  were  not,  it  was  not  his  fault.  Their 
time  for  preparation  had  been  equal  to  his 
own;  their  capacity  certainly  not  less;  and  their 
industry,  no  doubt,  greater.  Why  this  indispo- 
sition to  open  the  debate?  Whence  this  oppo- 
sition, from  gentlemen  themselves  so  opposite? 
The  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Polk) 
having  apprized,  as  he  says,  some  of  the  gen- 
tlemen with  whom  Mr.  W.  usually  acted,  of  the 
intended  motion  to  postpone,  and  meet  with  no 
objection,  had  not  expected  any  from  him. 

He  (Mr.  W.)  had  never  heard  a  hint  of  the  mo- 
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lion  before  it  was  made;  a  proof  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  had  mistaken  the  persons 
with  whom  he  (Mr.  W.)  usually  acted,  or  that 
his  usual  course  of  action  was  little  concerted 
w;th  any  one.  In  the  opinion  of  his  honorable 
fiiond  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Ashley,)  that  we  ought 
to  proceed  to  the  appropriation  bills,  he  could 
not  concur.  The  moment  those  bills  were  pass- 
ed, Congress  was  no  longer  necessary  to  "  the 
Government,"  and  there  was  a  measure — which 
might  be  resorted  to — which  had  been  mooted, 
and  which  would  as  effectually  preclude  all  fur- 
ther discussion,  as  the  favorite  remedy  of  the 
majority  for  that  great  evil,  freedom  of  debate. 
He  need  not  be  more  explicit.  Every  one  un- 
derstood him.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  Chiltox)  wished  delay,  because  he  hoped 
a  great  remedy  was  preparing.  What  revela- 
tions, by  vision  or  otherwise,  the  gentleman  might 
have  had,  he  could  not  say ;  still  less  how  their 
fulfillment  of  his  prophetic  hopes  could  be  in  the 
slightest  degree  affected  by  an  argument,  how- 
ever feeble, against  the  Committee's  remedy,  and 
in  favor  of  some  other. 

Since  it  was  obvious,  however,  if  this  debate 
went  on,  his  speech  would  be  cut  off—  whether 
the  postponement  should  be  carried  or  not — hav- 
ing, as  he  hoped,  set  himself  right  before  the 
House,  and  acquitted  himself  of  all  debts  of  gra- 
titude to  the  gentlemen  who  so  much  lamented 
that  they  could  not  hear  him  then — he  would  so 
far  as  he  was  concerned,  withdraw  his  opposi- 
tion.    They  should  hear  him  ''another  day." 

The  question  was  now  put  on  postponing  the 
consideration  of  the  report  till  Tuesday  week  and 
negatived. 

ft  was  then  put  on  the  original  motion  to  post- 
pone till  Tuesday  noxt,  and  carried  without  a 
count. 

Mr.  McDUFFlE  had  no  objection  to  the  re- 
solution provided  it  was  so  modified  that  peti- 
tions and  memorials  might  be  in  order  for  pre- 
sentation on  Mondays. 

Mr.  MERCER  said  there  were  two  reasons 
impelling  him  to  the  vote  he  should  give  on  this 
occasion.  One  was  that  he  had  never  known 
a  resolution  of  this  kind  to  pass  without  embar- 
rassing the  business  of  the  House;  and  the  oth 
er  was,  that  with  the  solitary  bill  now  in  pro- 
gress, every  other  topic  would  be  precluded 
during  the  remnant  of  the  session.  He  should, 
therefore,  vote  against  the  adoption  of  the  res- 
olution. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  of  Mass.  followed  at  some 
length  against  the  resolution. 

Mr.  A.  concluded  by  deprecating  the  conse- 
quences of  the  adoption  ot  the  measure;  the 
House  was  already  shackled  by  rules  of  order. 

The  CHAIR  said,  it  had  attempted  in  the 
outset  to  arrest  debate  on  the  presentation  of 
petitions  on  this  subject;  and  had  only  permit- 
ted it  to  proceed  from  an  understanding  that 
such  was  tha  pleasure  of  the  House. 

Mr.  POLK  replied  in  justification  of  the  pro- 
position he  had  offered  to  the  House. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  spoke  alao  in  favor  of  this 
motion. 

Mr.  VINTON  made  a  motion  to  restrict  the 


application  to  so  mtfth  of  the  report  as  related 
to  the  removal  of  the  deposites;  and  spoke  at 
some  length  in  support  of  his  proposition. 

Mr.  COULTER  followed,  in  support  of  the 
motion  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  HARDIN  was  also  in  favor  of  the  mo- 
tion, and  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  would 
withdraw  his  proposition. 

The  House  adjourned. 

[The  following  Speech  of  Mr.  CLAYTON, 
was  delivered  in  the  House  on  the  1 1th  of  Marcn.j 

Mr.  CLAYTON  rose  and  said : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

If  at  an  early  period  of  this  question,  presented 
now  in  a  new  shape,  the  rules  of  the  House  had 
permitted  me  to  hare  succinctly  explained  the  rea- 
sons for  my  present  position,  I  should  not  now 
have  drawn  upon  a  patience  which  seems  to  be 
entirely  txhausted.  But  it  will  be  recollected  I 
promised  such  explanation,  and  although  it  might 
be  cheerfully  excused  here,  yet  elsewhere  it  may 
have  excited  expectations  that  will  not  yield  a 
simdar  indulgence. 

I  shall  consider  this  question,  what  it  really  is, 
one  exclusively  of  POWER.  My  views  shall 
be  directed  to  that  point  chiefly;  and  I  shall  leave 
the  suggestion  that  it  involves  the  recharter  of 
the  bank  with  but  a  kw  passing  remarks,  to 
to  those  who  have  more  alarms  on  that  subject 
than  I  either  feel  or  foresee. 

Before  I  proceed  farther,  I  must  pay  my  re- 
spects to  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  (Mr. 
Mardis,)  as  he  made  me  the  subject  principally 
of  his  speech.  And  first,  if  it  is  a  matter  of  so 
much  concern  to  him,  to  see.  the  course  I  am 
taking,  what  am  1  to  think  of  his?  If  the  ad- 
ministration has  done  nothing  wrong,  if  they  had 
a  right  to  take  the  public  funds  from  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  place  them,  by  contract, 
in  the  State  banks,  wherefore  the  necessity  of  his 
proposition  to  legislate  upon  the  subject,  and  to 
provide  a  new  place  of  deposite?  He  contends 
that  this  was  done,  by  virtue  of  a  lawful  power 
in  the  President,  and  yet  is  afraid  to  trust  its  fur- 
ther exercise  in  that  quarter-  If  it  is  his  right, 
it  cannot  belong  to  Congresf,  and  we  shall  be  im- 
pertinently intermeddling  with  the  rights  6f  tho 
Executive.  Persons,  when  they  speak  in  one 
place,  to  be  heard  in  another,  are  quite  apt  to 
overlook  the  very  inconsistency  in  themselves 
which  they  think  they  see  in  others.  Now,  sir, 
for  my  part,  I  would  want  no  better  proof  of  the 
illegality  of  a  measure,  than  that  it  needs  to  be 
afterwards  legalized,and  if  its  consequences  must 
be  bolstered  up  by  law,  it  follows  pretty  clearly, 
as  we  say  in  another  place,  that  it  is  wrong 
"from  the  beginni7ig." 

But,  says  the  gentleman,  he  cannot  understand 
my  course,  perhaps  he  does  not  wish  to  do  it,  he 
has  an  object  that  might  be  defeated  by  it. — 
There  are  some  debaters  who,  failing  to  convince 
by  reasoning,  have  done  wonders  at  insinuation; 
and  find  that  it  answers  fully  as  well  for  obtain- 
ing  favor  as  that  of  fair  argument ! 

Sir,  I  suspect  the  motives  or  discernment,  I 
care  not  which,  of  any  man,  who  says  there  is 
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late  its  plighted  faith,  to  suffer  a  person  to  take 
no  difference  between  rcstoringthedeposit.es  and 
rechartering  the  bank;  and  as  I  am  asked  to  re- 
concile my  contemplated  vote  with  the  views  of 
my  report,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  do  it,  even  to  the 
understanding  of  the  gentleman  himself,  as  much 
astonishment  (to  give  it  no  worse  name,)  as  he 
feels,  or  affects,  on  the  subject. 

I  must  first  take  notice  of  one  of  his  remarks. 
He  says,  after  I  had  succeeded  in  obtaining  two 
verdicts  against  the  bank,  I  now  wanted  to  enter 
a  nolle  prosequi ;  this,  he  adds,  might  be  the 
fashion  of  the  country  where  I  live,  but  it  was 
not  so  in  his.  To  this,  I  have  two  answers,  and 
the  gentleman  is  welcome  to  take  his  choice:  In 
the  country  where  I  live,  whenever  an  honest  so- 
licitor finds  his  prosecution  malicious,  that  the 
prosecutor  is  using  the  court  as  an  instrument 
to  accomplish  a  selfish  object  far  himself  or  his 
friends,  that  his  purposes  are  *'unjust,  arbitrary 
and  vindictive,"  and  further,  that  he  suborns  his 
witnesses  to  effect  his  designs,  he  does  enter  a 
nolle  prosequi. 

Now,  sir,  it  may  be  different  in  the  gentle- 
man's country;  it  may  be  a  custom  there,  that 
the  worse  the  case,  on  the  part  of  the  State,  like 
fhe  deposites,  the  harder  they  hold  on  to  it;  if 
so,  I  envy  them  no  such  principles.  For  myself, 
I  had  rather  actually  be  inconsistent,  than  even 
to  appear  unjust;  and  1  leave  those,  who  choose 
the  latter,  to  the  full,  uncovetted  enjoyment  of 
their  preference. 

The  second  answer  is  contained  in  an  anec- 
dote, which  is  located  in  the  gentleman's  own 
State;  and  is  as  follows  : — A  certain  individual 
was  indicted  for  the  crime  of  murder;  and  the 
jury,  after  being  out  all  night  and  half  of  the  next 
day,  brought  in  their  verdict  that  the  man  was 
not  guilty  of  murder,  but  of  shoplifting.  The 
court  informed  the  jury  that  that  was  impossible, 
they  must  retire  to  their  room  and  re-consider 
the  case;  whereupon  they  were  sent  back,  and 
after  remaining  the  balance  of  that  day  and  the 
whole  of  the  ensuing  night,  they  returned  their 
verdict  into  the  court,  stating  that  if  the  man  was 
not  guilty  of  shop-lifting  he  certainly  was  of  sheep- 
stealing;  and,  throwing  themselves  upon  their 
constitutional  rights,  they  were  determined  to 
stick  to  that  verdict.  Now,  sir,  I  indicted  the 
bank  for  murder,  perpetrated  upon  the  body  of 
the  Constitution,  which  affected  its  life.  From 
this  charge  it  was  acquitted;  but  the  President 
insists  upon  it,  that  if  it  is  not  guilty  of  shop- 
lifting upon  a  certain  French  bill  of  exchange,  it 
surely  was  of  sheep-stealing,  committed  upon  the 
Government  directors,  and  therefore  ought  to, 
and  shall,  be  cropt.  This,  the  gentleman  wants 
to  make  me  believe,  is  the  identical  charge  which 
I  brought  against  the  bank!  He  must  excuse 
my  credulity  if  it  refuses  to  swallow  this  dose! 

But  my  vote  at  the  last  session  seems  to  dis- 
turb him.  I  voted,  he  says,  that  the  deposites 
were  unsafe  in  the  bank,  and  therefore,  I  ought 
now  to  sanction  their  illegal  seizure  and  with- 
drawal, to  be  placed  in  those  which  his  own  pro- 
position considers  equally  dangerous.  If  they 
are  safe  where  they  are,  why  legislate  upon  the 
subject  ?    It  cannot   be  possible,  that  my  vote 


m  ent  the  length  to  allow  the  Government  to  vio- 
the  public  funds,  who  had  no  right  to  them;  to 
rob  the  proper  department  of  the  Government  of 
its  rightful  control  overthemjto  have  them  farm- 
ed out  wherever  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
might  think  proper,  in  places  less  responsible  and 
more  unsafe  !  No,  sir,  I  must  potest  against 
such  a  construction.  All  that  could  posf'bly  be 
claimed  from  me,  under  that  vote,  wout  *  be  to 
vote  for  a  withdrawal  of  the  deposites,  if  the 
question  could  legitimately  come  before  me  as 
a  member  of  Congress,  but  I  beg  to  be  exonera- 
ted from  suffering  it  to  let  any  other  person  doit, 
contrary  to  law,  and  then  bind  me  to  justify  the 
act  The  President  himself,  has  changed  his 
opinions  on  this  point ;  at  the  last  session  he  , 
suggested  to  Congress  that  the.  deposites  were 
unsafe,  and  yet  when  he  removed  them,  he  aban- 
doned that  idea  altogether,  and  said  the  bank  was 
too  strong;  and  now  his  friends  modestly  call 
upon  me  to  sustain  him  upon  a  ground  which  he, 
himself,  believed  to  be  unfounded !  This  is  t  je 
shape  of  the  argument;  the  President  says  to  me, 
I  removed  the  deposites  in  October  last,  believ- 
ing them  to  be  perfectly  safe,  but  you  thought 
they  were  unsafe  a  year  ago,  therefore,  you 
ought  not  to  rely  on  my  judgment,  but  vote  a- 
gainst  their  restoration.  If  he  puts  it  upon  my 
superior  sagacity,  I  know  not  how  far  such  a 
compliment  may  carry  me,  but  if  he  requires  it  of 
my  subserviency,  I  must  beg  to  refer  him  to  some 
more  pliant  tool. 

It  was  never  my  intention  to  injure  the  present 
bank,  or  to  destroy  its  existing  rights,  merely  for 
those  objects;  I  could  have  no  such  inducement 
My  whole  purpose  was  to  prevent  its  re-estab- 
ment  upon  principle,  and  under  the  firm  convic- 
tion that  it  was  not  authorized  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. In  the  attempt,  however,  to  accomplish 
this  object,  I  was  not  unaware  that  injury  might 
be  inflicted  upon  that  institution  ;  but  it  was  a 
conseqeence,  not  desired,  following  the  exercise 
of  a  duty  which  I  considered  imperative. 

In  the  peculiar  situation  in  which  1  find  my* 
self,  it  is  fortunate  for  me  I  have  the  evidence, 
the  recorded  evidence,  of  the  truth  of  my  state-' 
ments. 

In  the  investigation  which  was  made  by  a 
committee  of  this  House  two  years  ago,  I  find 
these  remarks  at  the  very  commencement  of  its 
report :  They  say — "  They  believe  that  as  the 
House  wished  information  more  for  the  purpose 
of  enlightening  their  minds  and  assisting  their 
judgments  as  to  the  expediency  of  again  renew- 
ing the  charter,  than  to  abridge  it  of  the  small 
remnant  of  time  left  for  its  operation,  a  liberal 
construction  of  the  resolution  would  not  be  deem- 
ed a  departure  from  their  trust  " 

The  motive  is  here  fully  developed  that  it  was 
no  part  of  the  object  of  the  investigation,  by  a 
sudden  destruction  of  the  bank,  to  disturb  the 
great  moneyed  relations  of  the  country,  to  agitate 
the  wide  spread  operations  of  commerce,  or  to 
impair  the  extended  interests  of  the  Government 
either  in  its  fiscal  or  joint-stock  connexion  with 
the  bank.  AH  of  which  would  have  been  the  re- 
sult, as  is  now,  by  recent  events,  too  painfully 
proved. 
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And,  sir,  permit  me  to  ask  what  was  the,  re- 
sult of  thai  inquiry?  Besides  every  thing  (ex- 
oept  the  crimes  against  the  French  bill  and  the 
Government  Directors)  which  has  since  been  dis- 
covered; and  I  affirm,  not  a  new  principle  of  ob- 
jection has  been  found.  Besides  the  difficulty 
of  the  three  per  cents,  which  was  then  submitted 
—  besides  the  suggestion  that  the  bank  had  in- 
terfered with  elections,  by  reason  of  its  large  dis- 
counts, its  fees  to  lawyers,  its  accommodations 
to  members  of  Congress,  its  subsidizing  the  press, 
its  publication  of  documents,  its  extravagance  in 
printing — all  of  which  are  carefully  insinuated — 
there  was  presented  to  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress six  distinct  cases  of  supposed  breaches  of 
the  charter.  1.  In  relation  to  usury.  2.  To 
the  issuing-  of  branch  orders  as  a  circulation.  3. 
The  selling  of  American  coin.  4.  The  sale  of 
stock.  5.  Making  donations  for  roads  and  ca- 
nals ;  and  6th.  Building  houses  to  rent  or  sell, 
and  erecting  other  structures  in  aid  of  that  ob- 
ject. 

Upon  this  information,  well  weighed,  I  hope, 
by  the  body  to  which  it  was  submitted,  did  they 
believe  the  deposites  should  be  removed  ?  Did 
they  think  a  suit  should  be  instituted  to  revoke 
the  remnant  of  the  charter?  So  far  from  it,  to  my 
mortification,  Congress,  by  a  large  majority,  re- 
chartered  the  bank  ;  and,  strange  to  tell,  there 
,  wer.3  those  at  that  day,  the  warmest  friends  of 
the  bank,  and  voted  for  a  renewal  of  its  charter, 
who  are  now  convinced  upon  weaker  testimony, 
of  precisely  the  same  character,  that  its  depositeb 
ought  to  be  removed! 

The  verdict  of  that  Congress  settled  the  fate 
of  the  report,  and  though  the  facts  remain,  they 
are  robbed  of  their  force;  for,  at  the  last  session, 
they  had  no  influence  upon  the  question  then 
presented,  as  to  the  safety  of  the  deposites.  In 
the  authority  of  two  concurring  decisions,  what- 
ever may  be  my  opinion  as  to  their  correctness, 
the  public  voice,  as  expressed  by  their  Repre- 
sentatives, seems  to  have  acquiesced,  and  to  have 
pronounced  that  the  labors  of  the  investigating 
committee  had  brought  to  light  no  good  reason 
for  a  change  of  the  institution. 

So  far  then,  sir,  from  obtaining  two  verdicts 
against  the  bank,  the  bank  obtained  two  verdicts 
against  me — that  is,  if  Congress,  the  immediate 
representatires  of  the  people,  is  considered  any 
part  of  this  Government;  but,  perhaps,  the  gen- 
tleman may  give  into  the  new  doctrine,  that  the 
President  is  the  Government,  and  aa  such,  had 
a  right  to  alter  the  verdicts  in  the  manner  before 
related.     If  so,  they  are  his  verdicts,  not  mine. 

I  yet  remain  unconvinced  of  the  justness  of  that 
decision,  so  far  as  respects  the  constitutionality 
of  the  measure,  though  I  candidly  own  my  mind 
has  undergone  a  very  considerable  change  as  to 
its  expediency,  and  this  has  been  mainly  effect- 
ed by  the  dear  bought  experiencce  which  has  suc- 
ceeded a  rash  and  inconsiderate  act,  the  conse- 
quences  whereof  are  now  sweeping  over  the 
country  like  a  desolating  simoon. 

I  consider  the  removal  of  the  deposites  more 
unconstitutional  than  the  charter  of  the  bank,  be- 
cause there  is  less  doubt  about  it,  and  infinitely 
more  mischief.    The  bank  divides,  perhaps,  more 


than  equa'ly,  the  talents  of  the  country — has  had 
two  great  administrations  in  its  favor,  backed  by 
a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court;  and  what  is 
stronger  than  all,  has  the  promise  of  the  "  great- 
est and  best"  to  be  renewed,  though  rejected  up- 
on constitutional  grounds,  provided  the  country 
will  let  him  dictate  the  terms.  Not  so  with  the 
removal  of  the  deposites.  One  wide,  deep  and 
settled  tone  of  complaint  attests  the  public  dis- 
approbation. The  murmurs  of  the  people  rise 
and  swell  the  tide  of  discontent  which  beats  up- 
on this  House,  if  not  in  the  fury  of  a  storm,  in  the 
steady  progress  of  a  torrent.  The  act  was  and 
is  condemned  by  the  friends  and  foes  of  its  au- 
thor. His  best  advisers  pronounced  it  wrong. 
The  former  and  present  Secretary  of  State — of 
War— and  at  one  time,  of  the  Navy,  if  reports 
be  true,  deprecated  the  measure  ;  and,  sir,  his 
best  friend  and  must  decided  enemy  of  the  bank, 
the  firm  and  honest  Duane,  said  it  was  "  un- 
wise, unjust,  unnecessary,  arbitrary  and  vindic- 
tive." Never  did  five  words  comprehend  more 
truth,  in  relation  to  the  effect  of  a  measure.  It 
was  unwise,  as  relates  to  the  interest  of  the  coun- 
try— it  was  unjust,  as  relates  to  the  bank — it  was 
unnecessary,  as  relates  to  the  moneyed  operations 
of  the  Government — it  was  arbitrary,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  exercise  of  official  power;  and  it  was 
vindictive  to  those  who  manage  the  concerns  of 
the  institution. 

It  was ,  moreover,  unnecessary,  in  reference 
to  the  prevention  of  a  future  nenewal  of  the 
charter.  The  President  will  remain  in  office, 
if  he  lives,  till  the  4th  of  March,  1837,  and  if  he 
dies,  his  place  will  be  filled  with  a  milder,  be- 
cause a  more  cunning  hostility  to  the  bank.  He 
had  vetoed  the  late  charter,  and  as  he  boasts,  it 
wa3  confirmed  by  the  people  It  could  not  pos- 
sibly pass  him  and  his  successor  in  the  residue  of 
its  existence.  Why  then,  strike  at  a  prostrated 
enemy,  which  if  not  dead,  was  in  the  last  ago- 
nies, that  inevitably  tended  to  that  fate  ?  Why 
run  the  risk  of  exciting  public  sympathy,  by  the 
exercise  of  cruel  and  unusual  persecution  to- 
wards an  enemy  that  all  must  confess  has  done 
some  good.  There  was  every  thing  to  lose  and 
nothing  to  gain.  The  bank  was  gone,  and  that 
was  all  that  its  opposers  wanted.  Did  it  not  oc- 
cur to  the  President,  and  does  it  not  occur  to  eve- 
ry one,  what  a  dangerous  experiment  results 
from  this  measure?  If  it  does  not  succeed  as 
contemplated,  if  some  wherein  the  chain  of  rea- 
soning an  error  hag  been  committed,  if  in  the 
long  and  complicated  consequences  expected  to 
follow  an  action,  which  pervades  the  most  rami- 
fied interests  of  society,  a  false  conclusion  has 
been  drawn,  conducting  the  whole  process  to  an 
entirely  different  result,  a  result  fatally  injurious 
to  the  fortunate  destinies  of  the  country,  who 
does  not  see  that  all  will  be  laid  t©  the  necessity 
of  a  bank,  and,  as  on  a  former  occasion,  public 
opinion  directed  by  the  best  of  all  science,  suf- 
fering experience,  will  again  demand  and  have  a 
bank? 

Actions  are  not  without  their  motives,  we 
must  look  for  the  motive  of  every  measure.  See- 
ing, then,  the  course  of  the  administration  was 
wholly  unnecessary  as  related  to  the  future  re- 
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newal  of  the  charter,  and  that,  indeed,  it  might 
produce  an  opposite  effect,  a  question  naturally 
presents  ifcsetf,  what  could  be  the  object?  The 
subject  had  been  laid  before  Congress  and  refus- 
ed; it  had  been  laid  before  the  cabinet  and  re- 
jected; the  best  and  wisest  councils  of  the  coun- 
try had  advised  aga  net  it;  the  good  sense  of  the 
whole  community  revolted  at  the  idea;  why  then, 
should  a  favorite  and  highly  honorable  officer  be 
expelled  from  his  post  to  achieve  this  singular 
project?  It  is  something  else  than  the  mere  pre- 
vention of  a  charter.  Mr.  Speaker,  history  is 
full  of  the  melancholy  truth,that  rulers,  and  some- 
times good  ones,  are  controlled  by  an  artful  and 
sinister  influence,  of  which  they  themselves  are 
unconscious,  and  thus  operated  upon,  deeds 
have  been  done  at  which  their  own  good  judg- 
ment has  been  made  to  shudder,  and  after  suffer- 
ing all  the  consequences  of  deceitful  councils, 
their  characters  have  been  delivered  over  to  the 
faithful  page  of  history,  there  to  receive  their 
merited  obloquy.  What  a  reflection  to  one 
whose  high  character  and  lofty  fame  now  hangs 
upon  the  issue  of  a  most  doubtful  experiment. 
The  stake  is  great,  and  the  game,  as  it  draws 
to  a  close,  in  fearfully  critical.  If  rumor  speaks 
the  truth,  just  such  an  influence  has  produced 
the  present  agony  of  the  country.  There  are 
around  the  administration  two  malign  influen- 
ces operating  for  the  accomplishment  of  a  joint 
but  ultimately  a  single  purpose — Jlvarice  and 
Ambition — the  first  seeks  its  gratification,  in  the 
attainment  of  stocks,  lands  and  low  office;  the 
latter,  in  the  highest  office  of  the  Government, 
but  this  last  is  the  special  instrument  by  which 
the  former  is  to  be  continued,  and  hence ,  to 
this  end  every  power  is  concentered.  Enough 
is  seen  to  show  that  the  bank  stands  in  the  way 
of  a  scheme  to  organize  a  moneyed  regency 
throughout  the  country,  the  most  irresistable 
atrent  successfully  tried  elsewhere,  to  effect  the 
purpose  referred  to,  and  consequently  it  must 
be  immediately  destroyed;  it  wifl  not  do  to  wait 
for  its  natural  death;  the  golden  harvest  will 
have  passed,  and  though  the  Government  may 
lose  seven  millions  of  stock,  though  it  may  lose 
a  part,  or  perhaps  the  whole  of  its  revenue, 
though  it  may  lose  all  its  facilities  for  carrying 
on  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  treasury,  though 
the  whole  country  may  bleed  at  every  pour,  yet 
these  are  nothing  compared  with  the  selfish  ob- 
jects of  heartless  politicians.  This  then,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  accounts  for  a  measure  which 
Mr.  Duane  declared,  and  truly  too,  was  totally 
"unnecessary." 

I  come  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  consider  the 
subject  with  reference  to  the  POWER  which  has 
been  exercised  in  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
and  to  show  that  if  I  am  opposed  to  the  recharter 
of  the  bank  upon  Constitutional  principles,  I 
ought  to  be  much  more  so,  if  consistent,  to  the 
power  exercised  by  the  Executive.  And  I  will 
candidly  own  that  if  I  were  driven  to  the  neces- 
sity of  choosing  between  them,  which  I  trust  will 
not  be  the  case,  I  would  prefer  the  former  to  the 
latter.  Before  I  proceed  permit  me  to  ask  what 
is  the  bank?  Is  it  any  part  of  the  Government? 
If  it  is,  what  ?    If  it  is  not,  what  relation  does  it 


bear  to  the  Government  ?     These  are  important 
questions  in  the  view  I  shall  take  of  the  subject. 

The  principle  upon  which  the  bank  is  charter- 
ed, as  contended  for  by  General  Washington, 
Mr.  Madison,  the  Federal  Court,  ar>d  the  two 
Congresses  that  have  sanctioned  their  opinions, 
is  to  be  found  in  this  strong  and  expressive  lan- 
guage: "That  Congress  has  a  distinct  and  sub- 
stantive power  to  create  corporations,  without 
reference  to  the  objects  entrusted  to  its  jurisdic- 
tion, is  a  proposition  which  never  has  been  main- 
tained :  But  that  any  one  of  the  powers  express- 
ly conferred  upon  Congress,  is  subject  to  the 
limitation,  that  it  shall  not  be  carried  into  effect  by 
the  agency  of  a  corporation,  is  a  proposition  which 
is  equally  unmaintainable."  For  that  it  has  a 
right  to  all  the  means  "necessary  and  proper" 
to  execute  its  powers.  Then,  we  clearly  infer  that 
the  bank  is  a  part  of  the  Government,  to  car- 
ry into  effect  some  of  its  "expressly  conferred 
powers."  What  are  those  powers  ?  Its  friends 
have  always  relied  upon  these,  1st.  To  assist 
the  government  in  "collecting  taxes,  duties,  im- 
posts, and  excises;  and  paying  them  away,  and 
to  pay  the  debts  of  the  United  States. 

2d.  To  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the 
United  States. 

3d.  To  regulate  commerce;  and, 

4th.  To  coin  money,  regulate  the  value  there- 
of, and  of  foreign  coin,"  and  thereby  regulate 
the  currency  of  the  country. 

These  are  all  the  express  powers,  upon  a  care- 
ful examination  of  the  Constitution,  the  bank  is 
intended  to  subserve;  there  is  not  another  ihat 
has  the  slightest  relation  to  it-  Let  it  be  con- 
stantly recollected  that  these  are  legislative  not 
executive  powers,  and  found  in  the  very  article 
which  defines  the  powers  of  Congress.  The  Go- 
vernment has,  besides  this,  another  distinct  in- 
terest in  the  bank,  but  this  is  evidently  a  private 
interest,  and  clearly  distinguishable  from  that  just 
mentioned,  which  is  a  public  one.  It  holds  stock 
in  common  with  the  other^tockholders,  and 
every  one  must  perceive  if  it&public  interest  was 
withdrawn,  if  the  bank  was  not  its  agent  to  car- 
ry into  effect  certain  powers  of  the  Constitution, 
it  would  have  no  more  control  over  the  bank  than 
any  others*  jckholder.  This  private  interest  is  ma- 
naged by  its  directors  as  the  interest  of  the  other 
stockholders  is  managed  by  their  directors,  all 
constituting  one  representative  body  for  the  whole, 
with  no  superior  powers  or  privileges  resting  in 
any  to  the  exclusion  of  the  others.  T\us  private 
interest  must  be  kept  entirely  separate  from  the 
other;  they  have  nothing  to  do  with  each  other. 
The  public  interest  is  not  at  all  entrusted  to  the 
directors  appointed  by  the  Government  individu- 
ally, or  as  a  class,  but  only  so  far  as  they  are 
connected  with  the  other  directors  in  the  general 
management  of  the  institution.  This  interest  is 
confided  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to 
carry  into  effect  the  powers  of  the  Constitution. 
Any  other  view  involves  the  contradiction  that 
two  different  agencies  are  created  to  regulate 
the  same  interest,  a  disagreement  between 
which  would  entirely  defeat  the  object  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, which  the  bank  has  undertaken  to  dis- 
charge.   These  powers  are  to  aid,  as  before 
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stated,  in  collecting  and  disbursing  the  revenue! contended  that  the  other  persons  and  agencies 
to  borrow  money,  to  regulate  commerce,  and  to  mentioned  in  the  charter  were  all  parties  to  the 
establish  a  uniform  currency.    This  is  the  entire  |  contract,  such  as  the  cashiers  and  officers  of  the 


scope  of  his  duties,  because  to  go  beyond  these 
is  to  go  beyond  even  the  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  very  object  they  had  in  chartering 
the  bank.  They  admit  and  declare  that  for  ex- 
clx-  vely  private  purposes  they  have  no  power  to 
grant  charters  of  incorporation,  but  they  can  do 
so  when  it  is  to  carry  into  effect  well  known 
powers  of  the  Constitution,  they  have  named 
these  powers,  and  within  them,  they  and  their 
agents  must  revolve.  We  have  now  got  the 
question  into  a  very  intelligible  and  well  defined 
boundary. 

It  could  not  be  expected  that  the  bank  would 
execute  these   powers   for  nothing.      If  they 
were  highly  important  to  the  Government  they 
were  worth  something;  consequently  the  Gov- 
ernment said  to  the  bank  you  shall  have  the 
use  of  all  our  deposites,  and  we  will  receive 
your  bills  in  payment  of  all  our  revenue,  thus 
investing  you   with  the  Government's  whole 
funds  and  credit;  but  this  is  more  than  equiva- 
lent for  the  services  to  be  performed  by  you; 
you  must  pay  a  bonus  of  one  million  and  a  half  of 
dollars  for  your  charter  and  your  exclusive  pri 
vilege;  moreover,  it  is  improper  to  risk  the  pub- 
lic treasures  with  a  private  corporation  without 
having  some  control  over  it.    Its  safety  demands 
that  we  should  have  a  weekly  and  monthly  in 
spection  of  your  affairs  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  also  by  a  Committee  of  Congress 
whensoever  that  body  may  think  proper,  and 
besides  its  safety,  the  proper  execution  of  the 
powers  of  the  Constitution  which  you  have  un 
dertaken,  requires  that  the  same  officer  may 
withhold  the  deposites,  "in  which  case'"  howev- 
er, to  prevent  injustice  "he  shall  immediately 
lay  before  Congress,  if  in  session,  and  if  not, 
immediately  after  the  commencement   of  the 
next  session  the  REASONS  of  such  order  or 
direction.''     Kbw  here  is  a  plain,  simple,  fair 
contract,  the  condition  of  one  part  being  the 
condition  of  every  other  part,   and  it  has  been 
violated  by  a  misconception  of  the  Secretary  in 
two  important  particulars.     First,  he  considers 
himself  a  party  to  the  contract,  when  nothing 
can  be  more   erroneons.     He   speaks  of  the 
Government's  vesting  in  him    certain  powers 
which  divested  it  of  any  further  control  over 
them.     A  little  attention  to  this  idea  will  com- 
pletely manifest  its  perfect  absurdity.      Who 
are  the  contracting  parties  to  this  deed?    Cer- 
tainly there  are  but  two.     The  Stockholders 
and  the  Government.     Who  are  to  be  benfited 
by  it?     Certainly  no  one  but  the  Stockholders 
and  the  Government.     Between  whom  has  the 
consideration  passed?   Certainly  between  them? 
Who  are  able  to  contract?    None  but  them. 
What  is  the  subject  matter  of  the  contract? — 
The  execution  of  certain  powers  of  the  Consti- 
tion  by  the  bank,  for  certain  privileges  granted 
to  that  institution.    Now,  will  any  one  contend 
that  the  Secretary  was  able  to  contract,  did  con- 
tract,  passed  or  received  any  consideration  ? — 
Had  he  any  powers  tobe  executed  by  the  bank? 
The  thing  is  preposterous.    It  may  as  well  be 


bank,  commissioners  of  loans,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  and  the  Federal  Court,  for 
they  are  all  mentioned  as  having'  something  to 
do  in  the  execution  of  the  contract.  Why 
should  the  Secretary  alone  believe  he  is  a  party 
and  beneficiary  of  the  contract?  Can  any  one 
believe  that  Congress  was  so  stupid  as  to  make 
a  contract  by  which  a  third  person,  not  interest- 
ed, should  immediately  come  into  the  control  of 
the  people's  funds  for  twenty  years?  Who 
does  not  perceive  that  the  Secretary  could  have 
withheld  the  deposites,  upon  any  reasons  he 
might  choose  to  give,  on  the  second  day  after 
the  charter  went  into  operation,  and  throughout 
the  remainder  of  its  existence,  divided  them 
among  every  merchant,  nay,  every  man  in 
America,  for  if  he  cm  do  it  with  State  banks, 
by  contract,  he  can  with  any  body  else,  they 
being  nothing  but  persons  in  law.  His  other 
mistake  is  as  to  the  character  of  the  reasons  he 
is  bound  to  give  for  withholding  the. deposites. 
His  interpretation  of  the  law  renders  the  exer- 
cise of  the  power  perfectly  unlimited,  and  there- 
lore,  a  capricious  one.  Does  any  one  believe 
this?  Does  any  one,  for  a  moment  suppose, 
that  Congress  would  invest  an  officer  with  un- 
limited discretion,  with  a  power  to  be  exercised 
capriciously;  and  yet,  require  reasons  of  him? — 
Reasons  for  one's  whims!  Congress  has,  to  be 
sure,  done  many  strange  things,  but  they  have 
generally  had  their  design  in  it,  this,  however, 
is  without  dedgn  and  what  is  worse  without 
sense.  If  then  the  power  is  not  a  capricious 
one,  if  it  has  a  boundary  and  1  think  all  reasona- 
ble men  will  grant  me  this,  what  is  that  boun- 
dary? What  the  limit?  Will  the  House  be 
governed  by  rules  of  interpretation  founded  in 
the  best  of  wisdom,  free  from  the  interest  and 
passion  of  contending  parties,  that  have  lasted 
through  a  long  lapse  of  past,  and  intended  to 
endure  through  all  future,  time?  Then  what 
are  those  rules ?  Listen  to  the  sages  of  old;  the 
concurrent  opinion  of  all  the  ancient  and  mo- 
dern authors  on  the  interpretation  of  law. 

"The  fairest  and  most  rational  method  to  in- 
terpret the  will  of  the  legislator,  is  by  explain- 
ing his  intentions  at  the  time  when  the  law 
was  made,  by  signs  the  most  natural  and  proba- 
ble.    And  these  signs  are  either  the  words,  the 
context  the  subject  matter,  the  effects  and  conse- 
quences or  the  spirit  and  reason  of  the  law. 
Words — In  their  usual  signification,  &c. 
Context— By  what  goes  before  and  after. 
Subject  mutter — Words  are  always  to  be  un  - 
derstood  as  having  a  regard  thereto:  for  that 
is  always  supposed  to  be  in  the  eye  of  the  legis- 
lator and  all  his  expressions  directed  to  that 
end. 

Effccti  and  consequences — The  rule  is,  that 
when  words  bear  eitheir  none  or  a  very  absurd 
signification,  if  literally  understood,  we  must 
deviate  from  the  received  sense  »f  them. 

Reason  and  spirit  of  the  law — The  most  uni- 
versal and  effectual  way  of  discovering  the  true 
meaning  of  law,  when  the  words  are  dubious, 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


March  11.] 

is  by  considering  the  reason  and  spirit  of  it;  or 
the  cause  that  moved  the  legislature  to  enact 
it." 

Now  let  us  apply  some  of  these  rules  to  the 
interpretation  of  the  contract  between  the  bank 
and  the   Government.     What  was  the  "subject 
matter"  of  the  contract,  so  far  as  the  Govern- 
ment was  concerned?     I  have  shewn  that  it  was 
to  assist  in  executing  certain    "expressed  pow- 
ers" of  the  Constitution,  connected   with  the 
fiscal  functions  of  the  Government  which  it  pro- 
fessed to  believe,  could  not  be  done  without 
the  agency  of  a  bank — viz :  to  collect  and  dis- 
burse its  revenue — to  borrow  money — to  regu- 
late commerce,  and  to  establish  an  uniform  cur- 
rency.    It  could  not    possibly  do  any  thing 
more.  These  were  the  subjects,  and  these  alone 
entrusted  to  its  management.     What  was  the 
"reason  end  spirit"  of  the  contract?     The  pub- 
he  revenue  was  wanted  in  every  part  of  the 
Union — it  was  hazardous    and    expensive    to 
transmit  it  to  the  place  where  it   was  required. 
It  was  very  desirable  to  have  a  place  of  safe  de- 
posite  and  with  a  responsible  agent  who  would 
keep  it  so  and  transfer  it  free  of  expense  wher- 
ever wanted.  This  was  one  reason  for  the  law. 
The  late  war  had   shewn  how  advantageous 
such  an  institution  would  have  been  in  aiding 
the  Government  to  negotiate  loans  and  this  was 
another  of  the  avowed  reasons   for  the  bank. — 
The  same  war  and  the  period  that  succeeded  it, 
shewed  how  necessary  to   commerce   and  the 
Government,  that  the  currency  should  be  uni- 
form^ millions  were  lost  to  both,  by  a  miserable, 
valueless  and  irresponsible  circulation,  to  cor- 
rect which,   and  drive  it  from  the  ravages  it 
was  perpetrating  upon  the  property  of  the  com- 
munity, the  commerce  and  trade  of  the  country, 
hut  more  particularly  upon  the  revenue  of  the 
Government,  the   bank  was  established;  these 
were  the  reasons  of  the  law,  they  are  plain  and 
obvious,  none  others  can  be  given,  because  any 
others  would  transcend  the  ability  of  the  con- 
tracting parties  to  enter  into  the  contract.     For 
all  other  purposes,  the  Government  had  suffi- 
cient capacity  aad  means  to  execute  its  powers. 
The   "spirit"  of  the  law,  is  to  have  these   spe- 
cial powers  which  it  could  not  effect  without  aid, 
faithfully  carried   into  execution.     Here,  then, 
is  a  plain  field,  and  much  the   widest  that  has 
been   allowed  the    Secretary  in  this   debate, 
within  which  his  "reasons  to  Congress"  should  be 
circumscribed.     If  this  was  all  that  was  con- 
tracted to  be  done  by  the  bank  and  all  that  was 
required  by  the  Government,  and  I  have  shewn 
it  could  require  no  more,  even  according  to  its 
own  construction   of  the  Constitution,  foi  any 
thing  more  would  have  been  out  of  that  instru- 
ment, the  Secretary  cannot  by  any  possible  pro- 
cess of  fair  argument,  mould  his  reasons  to  reach 
beyond  the  four  "expressed  powers"  constitut- 
ing the  "subject  matter"  of  the  contract.     For 
if  this  "is  always  supposed  to  be  in  the  eye  of 
the  legislator,"  he  is  bound  to  keep  it  in  his 
eye,  his  reasons  therefore  must  relate  to  some 
breach  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  bank  in  refe- 
rence to  the  safety  of  the  deposites  connected 
with  their  transmission  and  disbursement — with 
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reference  to  some  failure  or  rather  improper 
conduct  in  negotiating  or  preventing  a  loan — 
with  reference  to  some  culpable  interference  in 
or  disturbance  of,  the  commerce  or  currency  of 
the  country  having  for  its  object  some  unlawful 
or  immoral  speculation  or  advantage,  contrary 
to  the  true  spirit  and  intention  of  its  agreement 
with  the  Government.  All  other  objections 
must  belong  to  the  private  interest  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  therefore  falls  wi'hin  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  stockholders  generally  to  examine  and 
correct  through  the  agency  of  their  directors. — 
Who  does  not  perceive  the  reasonableness  of 
such  limits  to  the  reasons  of  the  Secretary?  If 
he  is  permitted  to  wander  beyond  this  orbit 
where  is  he  to  be  restrained'  He  is  launched 
into  a  shoreless  ocean.  One  reason  then  will 
be  as  good  as  another,  and  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  the  bank  so  to  shape  its  conduct  as  to 
avert  the  exercise  of  this  boundless  and  arbitra- 
ry power.  Operating  within  its  known  obliga- 
tions and  the  spirit  of  its  contract,  it  would 
stand  some  chance  to  parry  the  blow  of  even  a 
captious  Secretary  or  a  constantly  fault-finding 
President.  Not  one  of  the  Secretary's  reasons 
is  within  the  bounds  I  have  prescribed,  and 
therefore  wholly  groundless. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  been  arguing  this 
matter  according  to  the  view  entertained  by  the 
parties  themselves  to  the  contract,  as  to  their 
rights  and  powers.  I  do  not  believe  myself 
that  Congress  had  any  such  authority  to  part 
with  the  powers  of  the  Government  to  a  private 
corporation,  for  while  they  are  in  the  corporation 
they  are  out  of  the  Government.  And  I  cannot 
believe  the  powers  of  government  are  transfera- 
ble or  the  proper  objects  of  contract.  A  grant, 
and  such  is  a  charter,  extinguishes  the  right  of 
the  grantor,  and  implies  a  contract  not  to  re-as- 
sert that  right,  until  the  end  of  the  charter,  yet  it 
is  not  competent  for  the  Secretary  nor  the  Presi- 
dent to  take  advantage  of  that  defect,  unless,  in- 
deed, they  have  given  in  their  adhesion  to  the 
doctrine  of  Nullification  and  are  trying  an  amus- 
ing experiment  to  see  how  it  works  upon  the 
bank.  If  so,  being  a  little  better  acquainted  with 
that  science,  and  I  hope  a  thousand  times  more 
honest  in  its  use,  I  can  tell  them  this  is  not  a  le- 
gal subject  for  its  operation.  If  by  possibility 
the  law  affects  the  sovereign  and  reserved  rights 
of  a  State,  the  State  may  nullify,  but  the  General 
Government,  one  of  the  contracting  parties  ia 
estopped  by  its  own  deed  from  setting  up  such  a 
plea.  Nullification  is  the  proper  remedy  as  be- 
tween the  General  Government  and  the  State 
Governments  because,  for  their  respective  objects 
they  are  entirely  different  and  independent,  hav- 
ing no  common  arbiter,  but  as  betwren  the  Gen- 
eral Government  and  its  own  acts,  the  idea  of 
nullification  is  a  perfect  absurdity.  Its  own  con- 
stitution has  provided  the  Judiciary  Department 
to  determine  the  constitutionality  of  its  own  laws. 
It  must  recollect  that  rights  have  been  vested  ia 
private  individuals  and  they  have  agreed  that 
their  Courts  shall  be  a  common  arbiter  in  all  con- 
troversies, in  relation  to  property  and  private 
rights,  as  between  themselves  and  its  citizens.  It 
has  been  said  of  me  that  I  ought  to  nullify,  inas- 
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much  aa  I  believe  the  law  unconstitutional.  I 
will,  as  a  private  citizen  of  Georgia,  if  my  State 
believes  her  sovereign  rights  invaded,  and  she 
chooses  to  act,  but  I  will  not  as  a  member  of  this 
Government,  that  has  made  a  fair  bargain  and 
had  eighteen  years'  advantage  of  it.  I  am  indi- 
vidually opposed  to  a  standing  army  in  a  free 
Government  and  greatly  wish  that  ours  was  abol- 
ished, especially  since  I  have  seen  the  unconsti- 
tutional use  made  of  it  against  the  gentleman's 
(Mr.  Mardis)  own  State,  but  this  would  not 
justify  me  in  withholding  the  proper  supplies  for 
it  if  the  Government  is  determined  to  keep  it  up, 
and  has  pledged  its  faith  to  the  enlisted  soldier. 
Mr- Jefferson  himself,  than  whom  no  one  was 
more  opposed  to  the  bank,  upon  constitutional 
grounds,  gave  his  sanction  to  an  act  for  estab- 
lishing a  branch  of  the  United  States'  Bank,  and 
atated  that  as  the  charter  had  incorporated  the 
Company  he  considered  the  faith  of  the  Govern- 
ment pledged  and  therefore  he  would  not  disturb 
it  during  the  period  of  its  existence. 

I  have  considered  this  case  with  reference  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  as  if  he  really 
acted  upon  his  own  responsibility,  but  this  is 
such  a  farce,  such  a  mockery  of  every  thing  like 
independent  action,  and  so  utterly  void  of  even  a 
decent  respect  for  public  discernment,  that  I 
choose  to  dismiss  him,  and  go  to  the  true  author 
of  all  this  mischief.  The  President  is  the  person 
who  has  °  taken  the  responsibility"  and  by  it, 
presents  this  question  which  the  people  alone 
shall  determine.  Whether  he  or  Congress  has 
the  right  to  keep  and  control  the  public  treasure? 
This  is  the  question. 

It  is  one  of  constitutional  power  between  the 
executive  and  legislative  departments  of  Gov- 
ernment. 

I  need  not  go  to  the  history  of  the  Govern- 
ment, particularly  as  to  the  organization  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  contrasted  with  the  for- 
mation of  the  departments  of  State,  of  War, 
and  of  the  Navy  than  which,  nothing  can  be 
more  convincing  that  it  belongs  to  the  entire 
control  of  the  Legislature.  I  nefd  not  consult 
the  spirit  and  genius  of  the  Constitution,  which 
seems  so  studiously  to  guard  the  people's  mo- 
ney by  the  people's  immediate  representatives. 
Let  all  this  pass.  But  it  is  enough  for  my  pur- 
pose, to  ask,  where  was  the  public  money 
when  the  bank  was  chartered  ?  In  whose  pos- 
session was  it?  Was  it  in  the  possession  of  the 
President,  and  subject  to  his  care  and  control? 
If  so,  what  right  had  Congress  to  make  a  con- 
tract with  the  bank  to  take  charge  of  it/  To 
take  it  away  from  the  Executive?  It  cannot 
belong  to  both — one  or  the  other  must  exclu- 
sively manage  it.  Could  the  President  have 
made  such  a  bargain  with  the  bank?  No 
one  will  affirm  this.  How,  then,  can  he  do  it 
with  State  banks?  Recollect,  I  said  these  were 
legislative  powers,  and,  consequently,  the  Exe- 
eutive  has  nothing  to  do  with  them.  If  they  be- 
long to  Congress,  there  is  no  doctrine  better 
established  than  that  they  are  entitled  to  all  the 
means  "necessary  and  proper"  to  carry  them 
into  execution;  but,  if  the  Executive  can  con- 
trol the  instrument  which  they  have  selected  to 


effect  these  powers,  who  does  not  perceive 
that  the  powers,  themselves,  are  wrested  from 
them?  And  this  is  the  more  palpable  since  the 
Executive  has  undertaken  to  execute  these  very 
legislative  powers  through  the  agency  of  other 
banks. 

Well,  then,  upon  the  face  of  the  charterthere 
is  enough  to  convince  any  reasonable  man,  and 
any  other  needs  no  conviction ,  that  the  money, 
at  that  time,  was  in  the  possession  of  Congress, 
or  else  it  usurped  a  power  belonging  to  the 
Executive.  I  assume,  then,  that  the  money 
belonged  to  Congress  at  the  time  of  the  charter; 
that  it  was  placed  under  the  care  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  for  a  special  purpose,  holding 
him  accountable  to  Congress  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  his  trust.  Now,  how  has  Congress 
lost  its  right?  If  it  possessed  the  control  then, 
shew  the  act  that  has  divested  there  of  it.  This 
is  the  shewing:  The  President  seizes  the 
money,  and,  to  justify  its  retention,  reasons 
thus:  The  Secretary  is  the  officer  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Department,  appointed  by  him,  and 
therefore,  bound  to  do  what  he  requires;  and 
he  requires  him  to  withhold  the  public  money 
from  the  bank,  and  place  it,  of  course,  wherev- 
er he  directs;  for  the  power  that  can  make  him 
remove  it,  can,  certainly,  make  him  dispose  of 
it,  in  whatever  manner  he  may  think  proper. 

Now  mark  the  consequence;  according  to  this 
reasoning  the  Secretary's  act  is  the  President's 
act,  and  consequently  involves  this  absurdity, 
that  when  Congress  directed  the  Secretary  to 
give  reasons  for  his  acts  it  meant  nothing  more 
nor  less  than  that  the  President  should  give 
reasons  to  Congress  for  his  conduct,  for  if  the 
Secretary  has  no  will  of  his  own,  and  is  thrust 
from  office  if  he  disobeys  the  mandate  of  the 
President,  it  must  follow  that  he  who  takes  the 
place  of  him  required  to  give  the  reasons,  must 
himself  obey  that  call.  Does  any  one  believe 
this?  Did  Congress  believe  it  was  making  such 
a  draft  upon  an  independent  branch  of  Govern- 
ment? What  other  law  passed  by  Congress 
ever  required  the  Executive  to  give  reasons  for 
its  acts  to  that  body  ?  Does  any  one  believe 
they  would  be  obeyed  indirectly  required? 
Suppose,  for  instance,  the  charter  had  said  the 
deposites  shall  be  made  in  the  bank,  unless  the 
President  shall  "otherwise  order  and  direct,  in 
which  case"  he  shall  immediately  lay  before 
Congress,  "the  reasons  of  such  order  and  di- 
rection." Would  the  President  have  submit- 
ted to  such  a  degradation  of  his  departmeat? 
Or  would  Congress  have  been  so  weak  as  to 
have  exacted  such  a  responsibility  from  the 
President  in  the  face  of  his  veto  power'  Of  what 
use  would  his  reasons  have  been  with  an  al- 
most absolute  authority  to  have  them  respected} 
No  one  believes  this.  Then  how  ridiculous  ij» 
Congress  to  have  required  a  duty  and  the  rea- 
sons for  the  discharge  of  that  duty  from  a  per- 
son who  had  no  will  of  his  own,  completely  the 
tool  of  another!  Can  the  good  hard  sense  of 
the  community. stand  this?  But  there  is  another 
view  of  this  point  still  more  ridiculous,  if  that 
be  possible.  Congress  by  putting  the  public 
money  in  the  bank  for  carrying  into  effect  ce> 
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tain  powers  of  the  Government  confessedly  be- 
longing to  them,  and  directing  an  officer,  which 
by  law  it  could  command,  to  see  that  it  was 
used  for  that  purpose;  has  actually  lost  the  con- 
trol of  that  money,  together  with  the  execution 
of  undoubted  legislative  powers.  They  have 
passed  into  the  hands  of  another  department 
of  Government,  that  claims  them  solely  upon 
the  ground,  that  Congress  was  silly  enough  to 
place  them  in  the  hands  of  one  of  its  subordi- 
nate officers,  who  has  no  right  to  think  for  him- 
self, and  therefore,  under  the  appointing  and 
removing  power  that  department  now  gives  out 
that  it  will  execute  the  powers  of  the  Constitu- 
tion intended  to  be  performed  by  the  bank,  by 
a  new  "experiment''  of  its  own,  altogether  upon 
a  new  plan!  Was  there  ever  such  a  political 
trick  before;  and  what  is  worse,  it  is  now  con- 
tended that  it  can  not  be  remedied  but  by  two 
thirds  of  Congress,  a  thing  impossible,  with  the 
patronage  of  the  Executive,  and  in  the  present 
high  state  of  parties! 

This  measure  is  further  attempted  to  be  jus- 
tified, upon  the  ground  that  the  Treasury  De- 
partment is  not  only  a  part  of  the  executive 
branch  of  Government,  but  that  the  power  of 
the  appointment  and  removal  of  its  Secretary, 
necessarily  involves  the  right  to  control  him 
and  his  judgment,  in  all  things  relating  to  his 
office.  If  this  be  true  as  to  him ,  it  is  equally 
so  as  to  all  other  officers,  under  like  circum- 
stances, whether  in  the  army  or  navy,  or  indeed 
in  all  the  civil  branches  of  Government.  Now 
what  results  from  such  a  principle ?  In  all  the 
laws  of  Congress,  passed  in  every  administra- 
tion, in  which  a  given  specified  duty  is  required 
of  an  officer,  the  President   can  prevent  its 

Eerformance,  if  it  does  not  happen  to  please 
im,  by  his  removal,  and  obtaining  a  more 
complying  instrument ,  who  for  the  sake  of  of- 
fice will  disregard  the  required  service.  Take 
for  example  a  case  from  this  same  officer,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  is  required  by 
law  to  make  his  annual  reports  to  Congress. 
Now,  under  the  doctrine  that  he  is  an  execu- 
tive officer,  and  answerable  to  the  power  that 
appoints  him,  the  President  takes  it  into  his 
head  that  the  law  is  unconstitutional,  and,  by 
way  of  "experiment,"  requires  him  to  make  his 
reports  to  himself  instead  of  Congress.  Does 
any  one  believe,  after  what  has  happened,  that 
Secretaries  might  not  be  found  ready  and  wil- 
ling to  do  this?  And  what  makes  this  matter 
intolerable,  the  President  throws  the  Legisla- 
ture into  such  a  position,  that  they  cannot  re- 
dress the  mischief,  unless  they  can  obtain  two- 
thirds  of  each  branch  of  Congress  to  concur  in 
the  counteracting  measure,  or  two- thirds  of  the 
Senate,  if  that  measure  should  be  impeachment. 
"Will  any  one  point  out  a  sensible  difference  be- 
tween such  a  state  of  things  and  an  absolute 
despotism?  If  this  is  not  doing  what  seemeth 
good  unto  a  ruler,  I  know  not  what  is. 

But  if  the  appointing  and  removing  power 
effects  so  much  for  the  Executive,  it  must 
equally  do  the  same  for  the  Legislative  and  Ju- 
diciary departments.  Let  us  take  an  example 
from  the  latter,   by  way  of  illustrating    this 


point.  It  will  be  admitted  that  the  Congress 
which  passed  the  bank  charter,  had  the  power 
to  have  selected  any  other  officer  than  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  (and  this  proves  the 
public  funds  were  at  their  exclusive  disposition) 
to  perform  what  is  therein  required.  Suppose 
then,  they  had  chosen  the  Reporter  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  to  have  done  what  was  entrusted 
to  the  Secretary,  (being  a  high  legal  character, 
and  seeing  the  duty  to  be  performed,  was 
principally  the  construction  of  a  charter,  in- 
tended to  effect  constitutional  powers,  it  would 
not  have  been  a  very  inappropriate  choice,) 
does  any  one  believe  that  because  the  Supreme 
Court  has  the  appointment  and  removal  of  this 
officer,  they  would  dare  to  control  him  in  the 
exercise  of  his  honest  judgment  in  relation  t» 
his  trust?  Would  they  seek  to  rob  the  Con- 
gress of  the  management  of  the  public  funds, 
and  their  legislative  powers,  becausp  they  had 
required  a  certain  service  to  be  done  by  an  of- 
ficer, appointed  and  removable  by  them?  And 
if  they  did,  who  does  not  see  at  once,  what  an 
overwhelming  indignation  would  burst  from  ev- 
ery quarter  of  this  union? 

This  illustration,  then,  clearly  proves,  that  if 
Congress  could  select  an  officer,  acknowledged 
by  all  to  belong  exclusively  to  the  Judiciary  de- 
partment, to  perform  an  act  for  them,  which  that 
department  could  not  control,  why  might  they 
not  do  precisely  the  same  thing  in  relation  to 
an  executive  officer,  even  supposing  he  was 
the  exclusive  agent  of  that  department?  But 
if  he  be  a  legislative  officer,  at  least  so  far  as 
the  finances  an*  concerned — or,  an  instrument 
to  carry  into  effect  certain  legislative  powers, — 
and  this,  the  subject  matter  of  the  charter,  the 
character  of  his  trust,  the  history  of  his  crea- 
tion, the  genius  of  the  Government,  and  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution,  all  seem  to  cmfirm, 
who  can  doubt  that  the  attempt  to  contjol  such 
officer,  merely  by  virtue  of  the  appointing 
power,  is  not  only  a  gross  abuse  of  that  power, 
but  a  wanton  usurpation  of  the  rights  of  Con- 
gress? 

What  are  some  of  the  consequences  of  this 
act?  I.  As  relates  to  Congress,  it  has  lost  a 
clear  constitutional  right  to  control  and  manage 
the  public  funds,  and  nothing  remains  to  them 
now  but  to  pass  simple  tax  and  appropriation 
laws,  without  any  control  of  said  funds  for  any  of 
the  constitutional  purposes  to  which  they  were 
previously  applied.  The  President  henceforth, 
will  cause  to  be  collected,  transmitted  and  dis» 
bursed  the  public  money — he  will  effect  loans 
— he  will  regulate  commerce — he  will  establish 
an  uniform  currency;  Congress  need  give  itself 
no  further  uneasiness  on  these  subjects.  Mr. 
Spexkeb,  there  is  one  hope  left  to  the  country, 
— the  President,  respecting  no  right  between 
his  want  and  his  will,  between  his  purpose  and 
his  power,  has  rushed  into  a  business,  though 
too  small  for  his  ambition,  is  fortunately  too 
large  for  his  strength.  ThiSj  to  him,  melan- 
choly truth  is  daily  attested  by  the  increasing 
ruin  and  distress  that  is  ravaging  the  land  like 
a  blasting  mildew,  and  he  will  in  the  end  war 
himself  out  of  his  own  conquest  over  the  bank. 
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II.  As  relates  to  the  bank .  This  measure  has 
wrought  a  shameful  braach  of  faith.  It  has  im- 
paired the  obligation  of  its  contract,  than  which 
nothing  can  be  more  unjust.  The  stockholders 
are  robbed  of  the  only  consideration  that  has 
induced  them  to  let  the  Government  pry  into 
their  proceedings,  to  make  their  weekly  and 
monthly  returns  to  it,  by  which  the  Secretary  is 
possessed  of  all  their  secret  operations,  all  their 
weak  points,  all  their  resources,  and  profiting 
by  this  advantage  he  can  and  will  give  the 
8tate  banks  to  which  the  deposites  are  removed, 
sueh  information  and  direction  as  may  annoy, 
if  not  cripple  their  operations  to  the  end  of 
the  charter.  To  an  honest  mind  this  reflection 
is  intolerable.  To  re'ain  a  right  to  the  secrets 
of  the  bank  after  withdrawing  what  was  the 
actual  consideration  for  this  right  is  an  instance 
of  bad  faith,  that  must  shock  every  man's  sense 
of  honesty. 

III.  As  relates  to  the  Government.  This 
breach  of  faith  will  have  a  most  disastrous  ef. 
feet  abroad  upon  the  character  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  has  been  the  peculiar  object  of  the 
American  institutions,  founded  as  they  are, 
upon  the  representative  principle,  to  establish 
a  reputation  for  unblemished  faith.  Sir,  if  good 
faith  be  but  a  bugbear,  if  it  be  nothing  but  a 
name,  then  it  is  a  thing  of  pastime,  and  un- 
worthy of  regard}  but  if  it  be  the  life  and  soul 
of  all  the  confidence  between  man  and  man; 
if  it  be  the  very  spirit  of  honor  in  a  nation's 
character,  then  it  may  not  be  trifled  with.  The 
violation  of  this  invaluable  principle  towards 
the  bank  will  weaken  the  confidence  of  our 
own  people  i»  the  justness  of  their  Govern- 
ment; but  to  those  abroad  who  have  their  im- 

•  mense  capital  flowing  through  all  the  diversifi- 
ed channels  of  enterprize  presented  by  this 
growing  country,  stimulating  its  industry,  invi- 
gorating its  confidence,  and  increasing  its  wealth, 
it  will  be  a  severe  shock.  A  sudden  check  will 
be  given  to  the  circulation  of  this  capital,  and 
perhaps  by  its  withdrawal  altogether,  involve 
some  of  the  most  hopeful  prospects  in  one  ge- 
neral ruin.  In  Europe,  all  the  ramified  opera- 
tions in  trade  and  commerce  depending  upon 
the  credit  of  American  stocks,  will  be  instantly 
impaired,  and  this  will  as  certainly  react  upon 
the  United  States  as  that  water  will  flow  from 
an  opposing  barrier,  adding  a  deeper  gloom  to 
an  embarrassment  which  has  almost  reached  its 
st  point  of  endurance. 

IV.  As  relates  to  the  country.  Never  was 
there  such  a  wide  miscalculation  as  that  which 
has  resulted  from  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 
Its  expected  benefits  are  turned  into  the  most 
unspeakable  mischiefs,  and  these  have  reached 
down  and  parted  the  very  roots  of  society. 
Perhaps  it  is  the  only  measure  of  the  Adminis- 
tration, that ,  in  its  effects,  may  claim  the  merit 
of  perfect  equality.  Equal  suffering  is,  alike, 
the  lot  of  all;  it  exacts  its  tribute  of  distress  as 
well  from  the  daily  bread  of  the  laborer,  as 
from  the  cargo  of  the  merchant  that  rides  upon 
the  seas  This  ought  to  have  been  expected; 
and  if  any  reliance  could  have,  been  placed  upon 
the  report  of  the  committee  who  investigated 


the  bank  two  years  ago,  (and  many  bottom  all 
their  opposition  upon  this  report,)  it  would 
there  have  been  found  that  a  similar  distressy 
existing  at  that  time,  was  accounted  for  upon 
precisely  the  same  causes  which  have  produced 
the  present  calamities.  There  had  been  an 
unusual  contraction,  on  account  of  the  payment 
of  the  public  debt,  after  an  unusual  expansion 
of  its  discounts,  and,  the  consequence  was,  as 
it  now  is,  but  not  to  the  same  extent,  a  great 
pressure  upon  the  commercial  interest.  The 
report  stated  that  "the  bank  has  its  legitimate 
banking  capital  with  which  to  do  its  regular  bu- 
siness, and  accommodate  the  community.  A9 
it  collects  the  public  revenue,  it  is  enabled  both 
to  avail  itself  of  the  advantage  of  employing  it 
to  its-own  benefit,  and  the  accommodation  of 
the  commercial  community,  who  principally  con- 
tribute to  its  payment,  by  commencing  the  dis- 
counting of  business  paper,  payable  within  or 
about  the  time  they  know  they  will  be  called 
upon  to  make  the  payments  on  account  of  the 
Government;  and,  as  they  gradually  approach 
that  period,  they  must  also  shorten  the  period 
which  the  business  paper  has  to  run,  until  they 
arrive  at  the  time  of  the  call  of  the  Govern- 
ment,  when  the  business  paper  will  have  been 
paid  off,  the  bank  then  pays  the  Government, 
and  the  Government  immediately  again  circu- 
lates it  among  the  community. .  The  operation, 
as  thus  described,  appears,  to  the  committee, 
too  plain  and  simple  to  require  any  further  il- 
lustration; and,  if  the  principle  be  sound,  and 
has  been  acted  upon  by  the  bank,  they  cannot 
discover  in  what  manner  the  operations  of 
commerce  could  have  been  disturbed,  or  the 
value  of  pecuniary  investments  have  been  af- 
fected by  the  payment  of  the  public  debt."  It 
will  now  be  perceived,  that,  if  the  then-exist- 
ing pressure  could  have  been  prevented  by  a 
proper  management  of  the  revenue,  in  the  way 
of  loans  to  the  mercantile  community,  a  most 
disastrous  convulsion  must  succeed  the  sudden 
withdrawal  of  that  revenue  altogether. 

What !  take  away  ten  millions,  and  so  sud- 
denly, that  it  may  be  fairly  said  to  have  been 
snatched  from  the  bank,  and  yet  require  it  to  go 
on  as  above  described  to  keep  up  the  operations 
of  commerce,  and  sustain  the  value  of  pecuniary 
investments !  How  unreasonable !  This  is  the 
most  barefaced  and  shameless  of  all  the  hostili- 
ties waged  against  the  bank.  To  aim  at  its  total 
distruction,  to  inflict  the  blow  intended  to  make 
it  reel  to  the  earth,  and  which  has  actually  stag- 
gared  it,  and  then  cry  out  you  ought  to  go  on  as 
though  nothing  had  been  done  J  This  is  a  draft 
upon  public  credulity,  which  for  the  sake  of  good 
sound  sense  must  be  dishonored.  In  the  pressure 
before  referred  to,  there  had  been  a  considerable 
reduction  of  discounts,  but  nothing  compared  to 
that  which  the  bank  has  lately  been  compelled 
to  make  by  reason  of  the  actual  withdrawal  of 
ten  millions,  and  the  withholding  all  the  depo- 
sites since,  which  up  to  this  time,  is  nearly  ten 
millions  more.  Upon  that  reduction  the  same 
report  continues:  "This  reduction  by  the  bank 
and  its  branches,  has  probably  compelled  a  simi- 
lar reduction  on  the  part  of  the  State  institutions^ 
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in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  their  loans  in  each 
of  those  places.  In  this  and  this  alone,  the  com- 
mittee are  fully  persuaded  is  to  be  found  the  true 
secret  of  the  pressure  which  has  existed,  and  does 
still  exist,  operating  upon  the  commercial  com- 
munity. That  this  pressure  will  continue  for  some 
time  to  come,  the  committee  fear  ;  for  the  expan- 
sion has  been  so  great,  that  the  contraction 
which  is  now  in  operation,  cannot,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  committee,  be  effectually  checked  and 
controlled,  without  a  necessary  curtail- 
ment of  discounts.  If  the  bank  possessed  the 
ability  to  sustain  itself  without  curtailing  its  dis- 
counts, the  revenue  falling  due  the  present  quarter, 
might  be  collected,  and  facilities  granted  during 
the  time,  (upon  the  principle  before  pointed  out,) 
to  the  commercial  community,  and  disbursed 
again  by  the  Government,  without  any  inconve- 
nience being  causedjby  the  operation.  But  such 
ability,  the  committee  are  well  satisfied,  the  bank 
does  not  possess,  nor  can  it  at  present  command." 
If  it  could  not  then,  every  body  sees  it  can  not 
now.  It  has  no  quarterly  revenue  coming  in, — 
deprived  of  what  it  had,  and  cut  off  from  its  usual 
supplies,  it  must  be  a  wonderful  institution  indeed, 
if  it  now  "possess  the  ability,"  or  can  'command' 
it  to  extend  its  accustomed  accommodation  with- 
out "a  necessary  curtailment."  No  one  expects 
it,  not  even  the  administration  itself. 

Listen  to  what  the  President  says;  or  rather 
what  he  is  made  to  Bay,  in  his  famous  manifesto 
to  the  Cabinet.     After  stating  the  country  "was 
never  more  prosperous,11  he  adds:  "  The  President 
verily  believes  the  bank  has  not  the  power  to 
produce  the  calamities  its  friends  threaten.   The 
funds  of  the  Government  will  not  be  annihilated, 
by  being  transferred.     They  will  be  immediately 
issued  forthe  benefit  of  trade,  and  if  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  curtails  its  loans,  the  State 
banks,  strengthened  by  the  public  deposites,  will 
extend  theirs.   What  comes  in  through  one  bank 
will  go  out  through  others,  and  the  equilibrium 
preserved."    That  is,  if  this  means  any  thing, 
which   I  very  much  doubt,  the  public  deposites 
will  make  up  in  dancing  what  they  lose  in  turn- 
ing round.     Now  where  are  the  deposites?     If 
they  are  not  "annihilated,"   why  do  they  r.ot  re- 
lieve the  distress  of  the  country  ?     If  they  have 
"come  through  one  bank,"  why  don't  they  "go 
out  through  others  ?"    Where  'is  that  promised 
equilibrium  ?     If  the  President  is  disappointed, 
and  finds  the  State  banks  can  not  "extend  their 
loans"  with  the  deposites,  how  can  he  expect  the 
United  States'  Bank,  to   do  it   without  them  ? 
Robbed  of  the  deposites,  "he  veriiy  believed"  the 
bank  had  no  power  to  do  mischief.    Besides,  the 
prime  agent  himself,  in  selecting  the  deposite 
banks,  declared  that  the  bank  would  have  to  cur- 
tail,  but  he  believed  that   the  Pet  banks  would 
extend  their  discounts  upon  the  strength  of  the 
deposites,  and  thereby  counteract  the  effect  of 
such  reduction.    In  this  he  and  his  master  have 
been  wofully  mistaken,  and  herein  lies  all  the 
mischief.     Persons  who  have  made  such  horrid 
miscalculations,  have  surely  forfeited  all  claim  to 
further  confidence  in  the  management  of   the 
public  finances,  and  the  sooner  we  can  get  them 
out  of  their  hands  the  better  for  the  country.         . 


But,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  are  told,  and  I  confess 
it  is  the  strangest  idea  that  I  have  met  with  in 
all  this  matter,  that  though  it  was  wrong  to  re- 
move the  deposites,  and  I  believe  that  nine- 
tenths  of  tbe  community  pronounce  that  ver- 
diet,  among  whom  are  some  of  the  best  friends 
of  the  President,  both  in  and  out  of  Congress  ; 
yet  being  removed,  they  ought  to  remain  where 
they  are,  because  some  (hink  the  bank  uncon- 
stitutional, others  that  it  is  dangerous,  and  many 
profess  to  dread  that  their  restoracion  will  lead 
to  a  recharter  of  the  bank.  I  own  I  am  ut- 
terly at  a  loss  to  comprehend  such  logic,  and 
as  to  its  morality,  it  is  absolutely  shocking. 
What !  a  wrong  can  be  done,  and  no  repara- 
tion !  Wrong  is  a  relative  term,  and  implies 
injury  to  some  one,  and  must  continue  to  the 
end  of  time  unless  redressed.  Who  is  wrong- 
ed by  this  act  ?  There  are  but  two  parties  to 
the  contract.  Is  it  the  Government  ?  The 
deed  was  done  by  her  own  agent,  and  as  he  sup- 
posed, for  her  benefit  andahe  strong  determi- 
nation to  hold  on  to  the  deposites,  shows  that 
the  wrong  is  not  to  her.  It  must  then  be  the 
bank  that  is  wronged,  and  will  any  one  admit 
that  fact,  and  then  have  the  hardihood  to  affirm 
in  a  country  where  the  Bible  is  believed,  that 
one  to  whom  a  wrong  has  been  done  ought  not 
to  be  redressed?  Can  an  act  be  right  in  us 
that  is  wrong  in  another?  Can  the  principal 
defend  what  disgraces  the  agent?  Wrong  may 
admit  of  degrees,  in  its  effects,  but  before  the 
eternal  throne  of  Heaven  it  admits  of  none  in, 
principle,  and  therefore  I  put  a  case. 

If  the  Secretary,  under  the  belief  that  the 
bank  was  unconstitutional,  dangerous,  or  ought 
not  to  be  rechartered,  the  very  plea  for  with- 
holding the  deposites;  had  returned  to  this 
House  that  a  magazine  was  safely  concealed 
under  the  bank,  connected  with  a  well  laid 
train  that  led  to  the  foot  of  the  Capitol,  and  on- 
ly awaited  the  orders  of  the  House  to  have  the 
match  applied  to  blow  it  into  ten  thousand  frag- 
ments, who  is  there  among  us,  if  he  be  an  hon- 
est man,  that  such  a  proposition  would  not 
send  a  tremor  to  his  very  heart?  And  yet,  it 
could  be  from  no  other  reason  than  that  the 
deed  was  wrong,  and  wrong  to  the  bank.  If 
such  a  project  to  get  rid  of  the  bank  would  be 
wrong  in  the  Secretary,  who  does  not  see  it 
would  be  equally  so  in  us?  Do  not  let  the  de- 
lusive idea,  that  the  effects  would  be  different, 
seduce  the  conscience  into  a  most  treacherous 
quietude.  It  matters  not  to  the  bank  whether 
you  rob  it  of  a  right  by  power  or  by  fire,  you 
have  done  so,by  plainly  admitting  your  act  to  be 
wrong,  and  every  consideration  of  justice,  good 
faith,  and  moral  obligation  demands,  immediate 
reparation  at  your  hands.  Let  it  never  be  for- 
gotten that  "righteousness  exalteth  a  nation,"  8c 
injustice  is  "  a  reproach  to  any  people."  This 
may  be  considered  an  extreme  case,  though  it 
by  no  means,  changes  the  principle,  yet  I  will 
put  another  somewhat  more  probable  that  might 
occur  and  has  been  threatened  in  this  season  of 
political  gambling,  jwhere  the  proper  divisions 
of  power,  known  to  the  Constitution,  form  no 
barrier  to  the  projects  of  ambitition.    In    this 
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same  charter  where  the  Government  pledges 
its  honor  and  faith  that  the  deposites  should  re- 
main with  the  bank,  is  another  equally  sacred 
promise,  laying1  side  by  side  with  it  that  it  will 
receive  the  bills  of  the  bank  in  payment  of  its 
revenue.  The  President  appoints  all  the  rev- 
enue officers  and  consequently  can  remove 
them.  Remember,  by  virtue  of  this  power 
and  by  reason  of  their  connexion  with  the 
Treasury  department  which  he  contends  be- 
longs to  his  direction  he  can  control  their  will 
and  judgment.  Accordingly  he  'Hakes  the  re- 
sponsibility," and  puts  the  order  to  them  not  to 
receive  these  bills  either  for  lands  or  customs, 
under  the  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  office,  giving 
as  his  reasons  that  the  Government  directors 
had  convinced  him  by  the  most  '«  damning 
facts"  that  the  bank  ought  to  be  destroyed  (for 
that  was  the  object)  "as  being  necessary  to 
preserve  the  morals  of  the  people,  the  freedom 
of  the  press,  and  the  purity  of  the  elective 
franchise,"  he  meets  with  few  Duanes,  but 
enougli  of  his  opposite  character,  and  the  work 
is  done!  This  is  a  wrong,  and  a  gross  wrong  to 
the  bank,  precisely  in  principle  with  the  other, 
and  in  its  effects  of  no  higher  injury.  Is  there 
any  one  prepared  to  say  that  such  an  usurpa- 
tion should  not  be  corrected,  because  the  bank 
was  unconstitutionahdangerous,  or  might  be  re- 
chartered  again?  Let  it  not  be  saidthat  no  part  of 
the  charter  gives  the  President  the  right  thus  to 
interfere  with  its  bills,  will  such  objector  show 
that  part  of  the  charter  which  gives  the  Presi- 
dent a  right  to  intermeddle  with  the  deposites  ? 
But  the  worst  of  all  this  is,  the  mischief  being 
done,  the  veto  power  prevents  it  from  being 
undone,  unless  two-thirds  of  the  people's  re 
presentatives  concur  in  the  measure;  thereby 
altering  the  legislation  of  the  country  from  the 
simple  exercise  of  the  will  of  a  majority,  its 
accustomed  and  constitutional  practice  to  that 
of  the  will  of  two-thirds .  A  power  in  a  minor- 
ity, headed  by  a  popular  Chief  Magistrate, 
which  all  the  moral  force  of  society,  aided  by 
the  combined  energies  of  reason  and  remon- 
strance could  not  withstand.     ' 

These  are  my  views  of  the  subject,  in  which 
I  do  most  sincerely  believe  there  has  not  only 
been  an  abuse  but  an  actual  assumption  of  pow- 
er, one  imfinitely  more  dangerous  to  the  liber- 
ties of  the  countiy  than  that  connected  with 
tlie  charier  of  the  bank-  It  is  the  abuse  of  the 
appointing  power  to  usurp  the  moneyed  power 
of  Congress.  The  abuse  of  power  would  have 
been  enough,  for  the  perversion  and  violation  of 
law  are  one  and  the  same  thing;  this  was  the 
true  ground  upon  which  the  State  Rights'  party 
of  the  South  so  peraeveringly  attacked  the  Ta- 
riff system.  In  the  call  which  my  colleague  made 
upon  the  State  Rights'  party  to  go  with  him  in 
sustaining  the  executive  department  in  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites  he  surely  could  not  have 
perceived  the  inconsistency  to  which  he  would 
subject  them.  They  who  have  been  so  ardu- 
ously engaged  in  waring  against  the  abuse  of 
power  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature  could  not 
so  soon  after  achieving  such  a  glorious  victory, 
tarn  roud  and  employ  their  arms  in  support  of 


an  executive  usurpation,  transcendently  more 
outrageous  than  any  which  has  ever  yet  cursed 
the  country!  I  have  not  so  learned  the  lessons  of 
State  rights. 

Before  I  conclude,  there  is  one  ground  of 
complaint  against  the  bank,  that,  no  doubt, 
constitutes  the  head  and  front  of  its  offending, 
which  I  wish  to  notice.  The  President,  among 
other  reasons,  considers  it  important  to  remove 
the  deposites  "to  preserve  the  purity  of  the 
elective  franchise,"  which,  he  affirms,  has  been 
grossly  abused  by  that  institution.  It  is  not 
my  intention  to  enter  into  a  defence  of  the 
bank ;  I  have  another  use  for  this  suggestion^ 
and,  before  I  develope  my  object,  I  must  be 
permitted  to  express  rny  astonishment,  nay,  ut- 
ter amazement,  at  the  intrepidity  of  mind  that 
could  advance  such  a  charge  in  the  face  of 
such  constant  and  similar  accusations  against  one 
of  the  executive  departments.  Can  it  be  possi- 
ble that  the  President  is  kept  ignorant  of  the 
repeated  charges  brought  against  the  Post  Office 
Department  for  this  same  sin?  They  may  not 
be  true,  but  yet  they  afford  this  instructive  les- 
son— how  cautious  we  should  be  in  crediting  a- 
gainst  othevs  that  which  we  would  not  wish  to 
be  believed  against  ourselves.  If  they  are  true, 
then  they  ought  to  be  corrected;  at  least  it  is  not 
unsafe  to  follow  the  precepts  of  that  best  of 
books,  which  uses  this  language:  "Thou  hypo- 
crite, first  cast  out  the  beam  out  of  thine  own 
eye,  and  then  shalt  thou  see  clearly  to  cast  out 
the  mote  out  of  thy  brother's  eye. " 

Ninety-nine  hundredths  of  the  American  peo- 
ple know  nothing  of  the  extraordinary  number 
of  appointments  made  by  the  President,  and  if 
they  could  see  a  certain  book,  well  known  by 
the  name  of  the  "BLUE  BOOK,"  they  would 
see,  that,  through  the  Post  Office  Department, 
alone,  he  has  the  disposal  of  thirty  thousand  offi- 
ces, and  many  millions  of  dollars.  These 
reach  from  Maine  to  Louisiana.  Now,  sir,  eve- 
ry one  must  instantly  perceive  what  a  machine  . 
this  is,  and,  if  rumor  does  not  lie,  never  was  one 
so  faithfully  plied,  for  corrupting  the  elective 
franchise,  as  has  been  this  powerful  engine. 
Nay,  sir,  it  is  said  that  it  has  overstrained  itself 
at  the  work,  and  is  actually  falling  under  ex- 
haustion. 

These  are  some  of  the  charges  which  daily 
meet  the  eye  in  every  paper  that  issues  from 
the  press.  That  it  is  bankrupt,  being  indebted 
more  than  a  million  of  money,  and  what  is 
worse,  a  part  of  this  was  borrowed  from  banks, 
at  the  time  the  institution  reported  itself  in  a 
flourishing  condition!  And  it  would  so  have 
continued  to  do,  but  for  the  fact  of  its  insolven- 
cy having  been  reluctantly  drawn  from  it  by  a 
resolution  of  Congress.  That  it  is  in  the  habit  of 
favoring  certain  contractors  to  the  manifest  pre- 
judice of  others,  by  a  concerted  arrangement 
to  have  their  propositions  made  so  low  as  to  en- 
sure their  success;  and  that  it  is  afterwards 
made  up  to  them  by  extra  allowance,  and  that 
two,  in  cases  where  no  extra  service  is  performed. 
1  his  fact  is  strengthened  by  a  recurrence  to 
the  "Blue  Book"  where  it  will  be  found  thai  the 
extra  allowance  exceeds  the  original  contract  in 
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many  cases  by  half,  by  the  whole  and  by  dou- 
ble its  amount.  That  post  offices  have  been 
established,  routs  extended  and  contracts  made, 
where  they  were  not  needed,  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  making1  political  friends,  and  by  the 
increase  of  such  unnecessary  facilities,  the  de- 
partment has  ruined(  its  finances,  and  now,  to 
bring  it  within  its  expenditures,  facilities  in 
other  quarters  of  long  continuance,  and  abso- 
lutely necessary,  are  discontinued  to  the  ruin  of 
contractors,  and  this  operation  is  regulated  by 
the  political  hue  of  the  country,  through  which 
they  pass.  That  great  derangement  in  the 
wails  has  resulted  from  a  want  of  punctuality  in 
ihe  department  in  paying  off  contractors,  many 
of  them  having  received  nothing  for  three  quar- 
ters while  favorites  have  been  duly  pail.  That 
the  newspapers  of  the  presses  friendly  to  the 
administration  are  duly  and  regularly  conveyed 
while  those  of  an  opposite  character  are  most 
shamefully  misplaced  and  delayed.  That  Post- 
masters are  turned  out  of  office  on  account  of 
political  opinions,  without  a  hearing,  anil  upon 
secret  information,  and  this  too,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  interfering  in  State  politics,  to  a;d 
one  party  against  another.  This  sir,  is  not  re- 
port, I  pledge  myself  to  prove  this  fact  before 
any  committee  the  House  may  raise  to  investi- 
gate the  department. 

There  is  now  going  on  in  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia one  of  the  most  cruel  proscriptions  that  ever 
disgraced  any  country — a  despotism  more  inso- 
lent nnd  intolerable  than  was  ever  exercised  by 
the  Sublime  Porte.  Though  the  Federal  Go- 
gernment  is  a  representative  one  and  founded 
expressly  for  the  good  of  the  people  in  each 
State,  and  not  for  the  officers  ;  yet  towns  and 
villages  cannot  procure  a  Postmaster  suited  to 
the  wishes  of  a  majority  of  their  citizens,  and 
men  are  placed  over  them  by  the  recommenda- 
tion of  political,  partisans,  living  hun  ! reds  of 
miles  off.  The  doctrine  of  the  department  is, 
at  was  openly  expressed  to  me,  that  they  make 
removals  and  appointments  without  giving  rea- 
sons for  them — that  the  granting  a  hearing  to 
the  accused  Postmaster  is  a  matter  of  perfect 
discretion,  and  that  they  will  or  will  not,  as  may 
seem  good  to  them,  accord  to  him  this  inestima- 
ble privilege,  so  dear  to  liberty,  and  so  sacred 
to  our  free  institutions.  And  while  they  hold 
this  doctrine  as  being  necessary  to  have  agents 
connected  with  the  department,  disposed  to 
support  and  not  to  thwart  its  views,  they  dis- 
place them,  without  giving  them  an  opportuni- 
ty of  showing  they  have  not  even  violated  their 
own  requirements. 

They  further  state,  they  will  not  retain  Post- 
masters who  interfere  in  elections,  on  either  side, 
and  y«t  Postmasters  are  known  to  meet  in  con- 
ventions, and  public  assemblies  for  the  avowed 
purpose  of  promoting  the  e  ection  of  individuals, 
whose  politics  are  approved  by  the  department. 
When  was  one  of  these  ever  turned  out  of  office? 
Will  any  one  point  me  to  the  case?  Is  it  reason- 
ble  to  suppose  that  among  all  the  Postmasters  of 
the  United  States,  none  but  those  in  the  opposi- 
tion intermeddle  with  elections.?  No  one  be- 
lieves it.     This  is  a  piece  of  unmanly  deception, 


the  department  does  not  act  up  to  its  own  pro- 
fessions or  else  eleven  Postmasters,  who  met  in  a 
late  convention  to  make  a  President, would  be  re- 
moved. Let  me  not  be  misunderstood,  I  care 
nothing  for  their  removal;  as  freemen,  let  them 
meet  when  and  where  they  please,  and  more  es- 
pecially, vote  as  they  think  proper;  but  away 
with  this  affected  profession  of  impartiality.  Let 
the  department  come  out  honestly,  and  do  not 
attempt  to  carry  their  tyrannical  and  high-handed 
measures  under  the  hypocritical  cant  of  rigid  e- 
quality.  There  is  nothing  of  it.  A  certain  par- 
ti/ in  Georgia  is  about  to  feel  the  weight  of  the 
administration  through  this  torturing  machine, 
instigated  to  the  unholy  work  by  its  opponents. 
A  false  charge,  secretly  gotten  up  by  person- 
si  or  political  enemies  to  the  officer,  and  can. 
veyed  through  Government  retainers,  insures 
his  removal — and  some  recommended  favorite, 
takes  the  place.  But  thanks  to  the  principle! 
which  that  party  advocates,  and  the  eternal 
truths  it  maintains,  they  will  be  all  sufficient 
to  bear  it  out  even  against  the  unfeeling  des- 
potism of  the  Post  Office  establishment.  While 
however,  this  work  is  going  on,  let  them  not 
dare  to  charge  any  other  institution  with  "cor- 
rupting the  elective  franchise.  History  has  no 
parallel  to  the  undue  influence  which  this  es- 
tablishment has  exerted  in  elections,  since  this 
administration  came  into  power — and  now,  ha- 
ving exhausted  its  energies,  and  literally  broken 
itself  down,  in  the  foul  and  dirty  service  of  eve- 
ry thing  but  the  original  design  of  its  creation, 
will  not  the  people,  if  they  re-organize  it, 
place  it  beyond  the  power  of  renewing  its  mis- 
chiefs? Some  of  my  statements  I  know  to  be 
true;  stivers,  like  those  against  the  bank,  are 
founded  upon  report,  which  I  sh:dl  take  the 
liberty  to  believe,  if  the  Department  does  not 
ask,  and  speedily  too,  an  impartial  committee 
to  investigate  its  affairs— and  while  the  Presi- 
pent  is  asking  for  a  committee  to  examine  the 
bank,let  both  investigations  becotemporansous. 
Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  the  first  fair  opportuni- 
ty that  has  pesented  itsalf  to  make  satisfaction 
for  wrvnga  which  I  believe  I  myself  have  com- 
mitted,  not  from  malice,  for  I  entertain  that 
passion  against  no  human  being,  but  from  an 
overwrought  and  incautious  zeal.  In  my  op- 
position to  the  bank  on  a  former  occasion,  I 
have  carefully  reviewed  my  remarks,  and  find 
reflections  and  insinuations  which  are  unworthy 
of  me  and  the  cause  they  were  designed  to  sup- 
port. They  were  calculated  to  wound  the  feel- 
ings of  many  high  and  honorable  men  in  and 
out  of  the  bank,  and  if  such  has  been  the  effect  I 
can  offer  no  higher  reparation  than  the  public 
expression  of  my  regret.  I  retract  every  thing 
personal  either  in  fact  er  tendency,  and  rejoice 
that  when  Ihavt  done  a  wrong  my  sense  of  jus- 
tice inclines  me  to  redress  it;  neither  a  dictate 
of  false  pride  nor  a  dread  of  even  deserved  re- 
proach shall  ever  interpose  between  the  injury 
of  which  I  have  bt  en  the  unguarded  cause,  and 
the  due  retribution  necessary  to  its  full  atone- 
ment. I  do  not  pretend  that  this  is  a  sentiment 
peculiar  to  myself,  it  exists  in  every  mind  to 
some  extent,  and  sooner  or  later  b  apt  to  exert 
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>tsjust  control.  Sir,  the  day  may  yet  come  when 
the  present  Chief  Magistrate  shall  feel  and  own 
its  sway.  When  he  shall  have  reached  the  re- 
pose of  private  life,  removed  from  the  tempests 
of  political  strifes.  "When  he  shall  have  ceased 
to  be  useful  to  flatterers  and  sycophants  and 
standing  upon  that  critical  confine  where  the 
time  past  of  a  long  life  is  to  be  reviewed  in  the 
short  span  of  that  which  is  soon  to  end;  if  no 
other  wrong  of  which  he  has  been  the  author 
shall  extort  its  merited  confession  that  at  least  of 
the  injured  Duane  will  wring  a  repentant  sigh. 
His  imagination  must  wander  into  the  innocent 
family  of  this  abused  individual,  from  whose 
quiet  bosom  he  was  reluctantly  withdrawn,  and 
after  surveying  the  peace  which  he  has  disiurb- 
ed,  the  feelings  he  has  tortured,  the  friendship 
with  which  he  has  sported,  the  integrity  he  has 
distruted,  the  independence  he  has  despised, 
and  above  all,  that  spotless  reputation  his  min- 
ions have  attempted  to  defame,  if  his  heart 
shall  not  obey  the  dictates  of  the  generous  sen- 
timent I  have  described,  it  will  be  wanting, 
greatly  wanting,  in  a  principle,  with  which  even 
his  fame  of  battle  cannot  compare  and  will  just 
ly  reduce  the  glory  of  his  military  fortunes  to 
an  empty  pageant. 

SENATE. 
TmniSDAr,  March  13,,  1834. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  presented  the  following  reso- 
lution. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  extending,  for  a  limited  time,  the 
act  entitled  "an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  in 
solvent  debtors  of  the  United  States,"  passed 
on  the  2d  of  March,  1831. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  had  been  requested 
to  present  a  memorial  on  the  subject  which  was 
productive  of  so  much  agitation  in  the  country; 
and  connected  with  it  were  the  proceedings  of 
the  meeting  from  which  it  came,  held  in  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.  With  some  of  the  memorialists  Mr. 
W.  was  acquainted,  and  he  knew  them  to  be 
gentlemen  of  great  respectability  and  honor  in 
the  community.  The  memorial  was  numer- 
ously signed,  and  was  drawn  in  the  best  spirit, 
and  particularly  prayed  Congress  to  adopt  some 
measure  to  relieve  the  country  from  a  state  of 
suffering.  One  of  the  resolutions  was  expressed 
so  much  in  what  seemed  to  him  good  sense  and 
true  wisdom  on  the  subject  of  the  power  of 
Congress,  that  he  would  take  the  liberty  to  read 
it  in  his  place. 

Mr.  W.  prayed  that  this  memorial,  so  tempe- 
rate in  its  spirit,  and  these  resolutions,  so  just 
and  patriotic,  might  be  read,  printed,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Finance;  and  it  was  so 
ordered. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  said  ha  had  been  entrusted 
with  two  memorials,  which  he  would  now  pre- 
sent to  the  Senate:  one  of  them  from  citizens  of 
Eastport,  and  the  other  from  those  of  Lubec,  in 
the  State  of  Maine,  on  the  all  absorbing  subject 
which  was  now  before  the  Senate  and  the  coun- 
try. 


That  from  the  citizens  of  Easlport  represen- 
ted, that  they  were  largely  engaged  in  foreign 
and  domestic  trade,  which  for  seven  years  past 
had  been  prosperous  beyond  example;  but  sud- 
denly they  found  their  prospects  and  property 
destroyed.  Many  memorialists  in  Philadelphia, 
New  York,  and  Boston,  with  whom  they  were 
accustomed  to  trade,  had  failed,  and  this,  as 
well  as  other  causes,  essentially  affected  their 
own  prosperity.  A'l  these  evils  they  ascribed 
to  the  E  xecutive,  and  they  asked  rel'ef  from 
Congress;  and  they  especially  and  solemnly  ap- 
pealed to  their  wisdom  and  patriotism,  and 
hoped  that  no  party  consideration  would  out- 
weigh their  duty  to  their  country  and  their  con- 
stituents. 

The  other  memorial  from  Lubec  contained 
the  names  of  many  well  known  to  Mr.  S.  They 
were  merchants  and  other  men  of  respectability. 
Their  statement  was  a  little  stronger  than  that 
from  Eastport.  They  said  that  their  sufferings 
would  not  be  borne;  that  their  business  was 
prostrated,  credit  at  an  end,  and  there  was  no 
prospect  of  a  termination  of  these  evils;  they 
had  experienced  a  sudden  and  terrible  change 
from  a  state  of  high  prosperity.  They  asked 
the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  and  they  ex- 
pressed the  behef  that  the  recharter  of  the  U. 
States  Bank  would  benefit  the  country;  that  a 
national  currency  could  be  made  uniform  only 
by  a  national  institution.  They  said  that  the 
assertion  made  in  high  places,  that  the  distress 
was  owing  to  a  wilful  act  of  the  bank,  was  an 
insult  to  their  understandings,  and  a  mockery 
to  their  sufferings. 

Mr.  Spkagub  asked  that  the  memorials  might 
be  read,  printed  andreferred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance;  and  it  was  ordered. 

Mr.  TYLER  presented  a  series  of  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  people  of  Accomack  county, 
disapproving  in  strong  terms  of  the  course  of 
the  President  in  relation  to  the  public  depos- 
ites. He  at  the  same  time  presented  a  memo- 
rial numerously  signed  by  the  citizens  of  Fre- 
dericksburg and  Falm'uth,  reprobating  in 
strong,  but  respectful  language,  the  late  execu- 
tive proceedings.  As  to  the  first,  he  would  re- 
mark, that  the  county  of  Accomack  was  one  of 
the  largest  counties  in  the  State,  and  equal  to 
any  other  for  intelligence  and  patriotism — that 
he  recognized  in  the  names  of  some  of  those 
who  appeared  to  have  had  the  most  active  agen- 
cy in  the  meeting,  gentlemen  with  whom  he  had 
the  pleasure  of  a  personal  acquaintance,  and  for 
whose  high  qualities,  both  intellectual  and  mo- 
ral, it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  avouch.  As 
to  the  resolutions,  they  spoke  for  themselves, 
and  called  for  n®  commentary. 

The  memorialists  from  Fredericksburg  and 
Falmouth ,  constitute  as  intelligent  and  as  re- 
spectable a  body  of  men,  as  can  any  where  be 
found — they  represent,  that  great  distress  had 
flowed  from  the  executive  proceedings,  and  in- 
dulge in  anticipations  of  still  greater  to  come. 
They  remonstrate  against  those  proceedings  as 
unwise,  illegal,  and  unjust,  and  so  involving  as- 
sumptions of  authority  not  warranted  by  the 


March  13.] 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


89 


Constitution  or  laws,  and  urge  upon  Congress 
a  return  of  the  public  moneys  to  the  depository 
provided  bylaw,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
And  why,  said  Mr.  T.  should  the  deposites  not 
be  restored  ?  Many  weeks  ago  the  Senate  had 
been  told,  that  the  restoration  of  the  deposites 
and  the  recharter  of  the  bank  meant  one  and 
the  s  ime  thing;  and  that  the  only  question  be- 
fore the  country  was  "  bank  or  no  bank."  Yes- 
terday, however,  this  delusion  was  dissipated 
by  the  declaration  of  gentlemen,  that  the  resto- 
ration was  a  harmless  thing,  imparting,  of  con- 
sequence, no  additional  power  to  the  bank,  and 
that  its  advocates  would  not  give  a  snap  of  the 
finger  for  the  deposites,  unless  connected  with 
a  recharter.  This  was  to  deal  frankly  with  the 
country;  to  prevent  the  true  question  at  issue, 
and  not  that  which  had  artfully  been  raised,  for 
what  purpose  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to 
say.  To  him  it  had  been  obvious  that  the 
withdrawal  of  the  deposites  by  the  Secretary 
was  not  necessary  to  put  down  the  bank,  and  of 
consequence  the  withholding  them  cannot  be 
necessary  for  that  purpose.  The  bank  was 
dead  under  the  veto  of  1832,  and  could  not  be 
revived  but  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  both 
Houses.  The  President  had  it  under  his  feet, 
As  he  had  stated  on  another  occasion,  the  Pre- 
sident continues  in  office  until  1837,  while  the 
bank  expires  in  1836.  The  President  outlives 
it  by  a  whole  year,  and  this  seizure  of  the  depo- 
sites has  nothing  to  sanction  it  on  the  score  of 
mere  motives,  while  it  was  forbidden  by  the 
highest  consideration.  No  man  here  has  un- 
dertaken to  justify  the  act  of  removal.  Does 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Fobstth,) 
the  great  champion  of  the  administration  on 
this  floor,  justify  the  President  ?  Excuses  e 
nough  are  urged  is  for  hconduct,  but  that  Se- 
nator has  not  ventured  to  justify  it 

Mr.  T.  had  never  once  stopped  to  inquire 
whether  the  bank  wanted  a  restoration  of  the 
moneys  or  not.  He  could  well  imagine  strong 
reasons  to  exist  why  it  should  not  want  them  re 
stored.  Every  day  they  were  withheld,  the 
number  of  its  friends  were  increased,  and  with 
it  a  question  of  deep  interest  to  itself  was  pre 
sented,  whether  it  was  better  to  forego  the  ben- 
fits  resulting  from  the  custody  of  the  revenue 
for  two  years,  or  to  take  the  chance  which  the 
public  distress  would  afford  it  of  having  after 
that  period  a  renewal  of  its  charter.  When  he 
looked  to  that  question,  being  opposed  to  the 
renewal  of  the  charter,  he  desired  a  restoration 
of  the  deposites  in  order  to  avoid  it, — he  could 
not  be  deaf  to  the  storm  which  was  sweeping 
over  the  face  of  the  country,  and  threatening 
to  overturn  its  prosperity — nor  was  he  blind  to 
all  the  light  of  experience  which  taught  him 
that  in  order  to  create  the  threatened  danger, 
men  would  be  but  too  apt  to  seek  refuge  and 
security  after  the  best  manner  that  they  could 
What  is  necessary  to  appease  this  storm — to 
give  tranquillity  to  the  public  mind.  Take  the 
advice  of  the  memorialists  and  restore  the  de- 
posites— change  the  attitude  of  the  government 
and  bank  towards  each  other.  They  stand  in 
the  attitude  of  belligerents,  and  the  country  is 


the  only  sufferer.  The  President  wages  an  of- 
fensive, the  bank  a  defensive  war— it  is  com- 
pelled to  resort  to  measures  of  defence  in  order 
to  preserve  its  credit — curtailment  on  its  part 
becomes  necessary,  in  order  to  enable  it  to  meet 
the  hostile  assaults  which  are  continually  threat- 
ened. This  forces  the  State  banks  to  curtail, 
and  every  department  of  industry  is  thereby 
paralized.  The  towns  first  feel  the  distress, 
but  the  country  must  necessarily  suffer  next. 
Where  there  are  no  buyers  there  can  be  no  sel- 
lers— or  if  the  buyers  be  diminished  in  number, 
prices  of  produce  inevitably  decline,  and  in 
the  train  follows  lands,  every  thing,  depreciat- 
ed in  price^  Let  this  state  of  things  be  chang- 
ed, and  every  thing  will  wear  a  new  face.  The 
necessity  for  heavy  bank  curtailments  ceases? 
the  bank  would  fall  into  its  long  sleep  without 
a  struggle.  Instead  of  a  sudden  contraction  of 
its  discounts,  the  success  would  be  slow  and 
gradual,  and  in  order  to  render  it  as  little  hurt- 
ful as  possible,  Congress  would  doubtless  be 
willing  to  grant  it  as  long  a  time  to  wind  up  its 
concerns  as  it  would  desire.  This  was  the  course 
pursued  towards  the  old  bank  by  Mr.  Jefferson 
and  Mr.  Madison,  and  he  believed  that  the 
whole  of  its  affairs  had  not  been  settled  even  to 
the  present  day.  The  whole  policy  of  the 
President  in  removing  the  deposites  had  been 
most  unfortunate — and  every  consideration 
seemed  to  him  to  require  their  restoration. 

We  were  told  yesterday,  that  the  President 
could  not  retrace  his  steps  with  honor — what 
language  is  this  to  be  held  by  a  public  agent? 
Honor,  due  regard  to  the  solemn  obligations 
and  duties  of  office  "require,  of  every  public 
man  to  repair  the  mischiefs  which  his  own  un- 
wise policy  may  have  inflicted  on  the  country. 
By  what  sort  of  advisers  must  the  President  be 
surrounded  when  we  are  told  that  he  would  be 
dishonored  by  giving  audience  to  the  constitu- 
ent body ,  and  yielding  to  their  wishes— his  duty 
required  this  of  him.  The  country  must  suffer 
because  the  President  must  not  be  inconsistent. 
Honor  would  not  permit  him  to  retract  an  ill- 
advised  act,  no  matter  what  came  out  of  it. 
Mr.  T.  would  scorn  such  an  idea  of  honor  and 
consistency. 

The  Senator  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Forsyth)  was 
pleased  to  charge  the  State  from  which  he  came 
with  approving,  junder  ga  Virginia  President, 
what  she  censured  under  a  President  coming 
from  another  quarter;  and  in  order  to  sustain 
this  grave  and  weighty  charge,  the  Senator  re- 
ferred to  certain  proceedings  adopted  by  Mr. 
Crawford  in  the  years  1817  aud  1819.  To  Mr. 
T's  conception,  there  existed  no  analogy  be- 
tween the  cases.  Upon  the  occasions  alluded 
to,  the  currency  was  threatened  with  the  greatest 
disorder.  At  the  first  period,  the  bank  had 
scarcely  got  into  operation  ;  and  at  the  last,  it 
had  been  so  mismanaged  as  to  be  threatened 
with  bankrupted.  The  bank  itself  assented  to 
the  proceedings.  The  public  mind  was  not  at- 
tracted to  them,  and  escaping  notice,  they  may 
thereby  have  escaped  censure.  But  was  a  Sec- 
retary in  those  cases,  as  in  this,  evicted  from 
office  r     Did  the  President  take  the  responsibility 
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of  declaring  the  contract  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  bank  pro  tanto  at  an  end,  possessing 
himself  thereby  of  an  entire  control  over  the 
purse  ?  No,  sir,  no.  The  patriotic  citizen  who 
then  presided  over  the  affairs  of  the  country,  un- 
derstood better  what  was  due  to  the  country. — 
But  Mr.  T.  desired  to  refresh  the  recollection  of 
the  Senator,  touching  other  events  of  that  peri- 
od, in  order  to  vindicate  his  State  from  the  charge 
of  slumbering  over  infractions  of  the  law  and  the 
Constitution,  because  one  of  her  citizens  chan- 
ced to  fill  the  Presidential  chair.  Does  the  Se 
nator  recollect  the  occupation  of  Amelia  Island 
by  the  military  force  of  the  United  States  under 
Mr  Monroe's  administration?  It  was  done  with- 
out the  sanction  of  Congress,  in  the  absence  of 
law ;  but  it  was  done  from  the  most  correct  of 
motives  to  expel  from  that,  their  place  of  resort, 
those  who  have  been  called  hortea  humani  gene- 
ris, the  pirates  who  swarmed  in  those  seas  and  de- 
stroyed our  commerce— and  yet,  in  that  case, 
many  of  those  who  represented  Virginia  in  the 
two  Houses,  did  not  fail  to  disapprove  of  the  act 
as  in  some  measure  unwarranted  by  law". — 
Nor  did  we,  for  I  was  one  of  them,  forget  that 
we  had  a  Constitution  and  laws,  when  the  then 
commander  of  our  armies  made  formal  war 
against  a  neutral  nation — reduced  its  forts  and 
captured  its  territory.  We  then  believed  that 
Mr.  Monroe  sustained  the  commanding  general 
in  his  course.  His  Secretary  of  State  published 
the  ablest  defence  which  was  probably  ever  writ- 
ten under  similar  circumstances — and  but  for  re- 
cent disclosures,  I  should  have  died  in  the  belief 
that  Mr.  Monroe  fully  approved  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  present  President,  then  the  General 
of  our  armies  in  the  Seminole  war.  Where  was 
Virginia  then  ?  She  stood  by  the  side  of  Georgia 
whose  sons  first  moved  in  the  matter.  Proudly, 
and  full  gallantly  did  Georgia  lead  off  that  de- 
bate, and  firmly,  however  feebly,  was  she  sus- 
tained by  many  of  those  who  represented  Vir- 
ginia. True,  we  were  overruled  by  the  majority 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  i  must  be 
permitted  to  express  the  belief,  that  the  efforts  of 
one  man  did  more  to  produce  that  result,  than 
any  other.  That  gentleman  is  now  before  me  a 
member  of  this  body.  He  declined  a  speech  upon 
that  occasion,  which  at  the  time  was  regarded  as 
bespeaking  talents  of  no  ordinary  grade.  I  need 
not  say  to  the  Senate,  that  I  mean  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Mississippi,  (M.  Poindexter,) 
who  sits  near  to  me.  His  relations  to  that  eminent 
individual,  whom  he  then  so  ably  defended,  have 
been  materially  changed  of  late — why  this  has 
been  I  undertake  not  to  say — the  honorable  Sen- 
ator is  fully  competent,  of  himself,  to  give  an 
exposition  of  the  ;matter.  Nor  were  these  the 
only  measures  which  my  State  opposed  during 
the  administration  alluded  to — when  Mr.  Monroe 
came  out  with  his  doctrine  of  the  unlimited  right 
in  Congress,  to  appropriate  the  moneys  of  the 
Government,  to  any  object  it  might  please  ;  that 
doctrine  was  universally  reprobated  by  Virginia 
as  pernicious,  and  in  the  highest  degree  danger- 
ous. The  gentleman  is  aware,  that  for  the  last 
fifteen  years,  it  has  been  the  course  of  policy 
adopted    by    some,    to    arraign   the   principles 


and  policy  of  Virginia.  A  State  that  he 
would  take  upon  him  to  say,  had  given  as  many 
evidences  of  devotion  to  union,  as  any  other  in 
the  Union.  He  deeply  regretted  that  the  Sena- 
tor, a  native  born  citizen  of  that  State,  from 
whom  she  should  rather  expect  defence  than  ac- 
cusation, should  have  brought  this  charge  against 
her.  No  sir,  the  day  never  was,  unless  it  has- 
now  come,  no  matter  who  presided  over  this  Go- 
vernment, when  for  such  proceedings  as  those 
which  have  recently  transpired,  she  would  no* 
have  censured  and  condemned. 

Mr.  T.  concluded  by  moving  that  the  resolu- 
tions and  memorials  be  read,  printed,  and  refer- 
ed  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BROWN  said,  he  would  repeat  what  he 
had  said  before,  that  there  was  not  an  individual 
who  had  more  respect  for  the  right  of  petition 
than  himself.  But  as  to  the  observation,  that 
there  was  distress  in  Virginia,  he  would  refer  to- 
the  great  staple  of  that  State,  which  they  had 
long  cultivated,  tobacco.  He  had  the  prices  cur- 
rent of  that  article  at  Richmond,  for  the  present 
month,  and  it  was  quoted  in  the  Richmond  En- 
quirer of  the  8th  inst.  at  from  8  to  11  dollars, 
which  was  decidedly  the  best  average  price 
which  it  had  borne  for  the  last  five  years.  It 
was  the  prevalent  opinion  in  his  part  of  the  coun- 
try, and  in  the  parts  of  Virginia  adjacent,  that 
planters  were  richly  compensated  for  the  culti- 
vation of  tobacco,at  the  price  of  $6.  Bank  stock 
in  Virginia,  was  also  in  good  demand;  that  of 
two  of  the  banks  was  at  eight  and  a  half  per 
cent  abovs  par.  This  was  the  melancholy  pic- 
ture of  distress,  described  by  the  Senator  from 
Virginia. 

The  gentleman  had  said,  why  not  permit  the 
bank  to  expire  in  peace  and  tranquillity?  Had 
any  one  endeavored  to  obstruct  it?  Not  at  alL 
It  still  curtailed,  and  the  deposites  were  taken 
from  it.  Would  gentlemen  say  they  were  the 
property  of  the  bank?  What  right  had  the  bank 
to  retain  them?  Let  gentlemen  look  at  the  char- 
ter; was  not  the  power  of  removal  unqualified, 
resting  wholly  on  discretion?  The  Government 
threw  no  embarrassment  in  the  way  of  the  bank, 
but  left  it  to  operate  as  it  chose;  and  if  it  chose 
to  distress  the  country,  the  administration  was 
not  responsible,  but  the  bank,  which  had  done 
all  the  injury  to  orphans  and  widows  and 
others. 

But  the  Senator  had  asked,  should  honor  pre- 
vent the  President  from  retracing  his  steps,  and 
had  ridiculed  the  idea.  The  mere  empty  name 
of  honor  had  little  to  do  with  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate in  the  discharge  of  his  duty;  he  was  actua- 
ted not  only  by  honor,  but  by  a  higher  duty  to  the 
Constitution  and  liberties  of  the  people.  But, 
Mr.  B.  would  protest  against  any  gentleman  tak- 
ing the  honor  of  the  President  into  his  custody; 
the  President  was  himself  responsible. 

The  gentleman  had  said,  that  his  State  had 
been    repeatedly  the  object  of    attack.     Mr.  B. 
thought  no  State  had  conferred  greater  honor  on , 
the  Federal  Government;   orators  had  sounded 
her   praise,  and  he  was  sure  the  lion.    Senator 
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had  not  let  her  pass  without  a  quantum  suffi- 
ciet. 

Mr.  TYLER  said:  If  the  smiles  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  N.  Carolina  could  dissipate  the  distress 
which  threatens  the  country,  it  would  be  well ; 
but  this  could  not  be,  however  complacent  the 
Senator  might  feel.  He  appeared  to  consider 
that  there  was  cause  of  complaint,  andjread  from 
the  newspaper  the  price  of  stock.  Mr.  T.  would 
submit  it  to  the  Senate,  whether  the  testimony  of 
244  signers,  as  honorable  as  the  Senator  himself, 
to  the  memorial  from  Fredericksburg  and  Fal- 
mouth,was  not  of  more  weight  than  a  newspaper 
paragraph, 

Mr.  LEIGH  requested  that  the  hon.  Sena- 
tor from  North  Carolina,  would  send  him  over 
the  paper  from  which  he  had  quoted  the  pri- 
ces of  tobacco  and  stocks.  After  examining 
the  items,  he  said: 

With  regard  to  the  price  of  tobacco,  he  had 
the  evidence  of  the  Richmond  memorial ,  sign- 
ed by  every  considerable  tobacco  merchant  of 
that  town,representing  that  tobacco  bad  become 
depreciated  in  the  market  from  fifteen  to  twen- 
ty five  per  cent.     The  question  was  not,  then, 
what  was  the  present  price  of  tobacco  in  Rich- 
mond, but  what  was  the  price  compared  with 
that  which  it  probably  might  have   obtained 
under  other  circumstances.     All  knew  that  the 
price  of  tobacco,  as  well  as  of  every  other  mer- 
cantile commodity,  depended   solely  upon  the 
supply  and  demand;  and  if,  by  any  extraordinary 
circumstance,  it  should  so  happen  that  the  quan- 
tity of  tobacco  became  diminished,  the  price 
would  be  consequently  raised,  or,  if  any  extra- 
ordinary demand  for  tobacco  came  from^the  fo- 
reign market,  that  would  cause  another  rise  in 
the  p/ice.     Now,  it  so  happened,  that  the  last 
quotations  from  the  prices  current  of  Liverpool 
and  London,  (for  there  were  none  from  France) 
which  he  had  seen  immediately  before  he  left 
his  State,  gave  evidence  of  a  greater  demand 
than  had  been  known  for*  many  years,  and  the 
prices  proportionably  high;  and  yet  the  prices 
of  tobacco   in  Richmond  have   been  less  than 
have   been    known    for  some    three  or    four 
years  past.     It  was  extremely  difficult,   such 
was  the  nature  of  the  trade,  to  ascertain  the 
causes  of  the  depreciation  in  this  commodity. 
Tobacco   was  a  commodity    of  very    various 
qualities,    differing   in  value   from  three  dol 
lars    per    cwt.    to  twen'y,  and  sometimes  to 
as  high  as  twenty  two  or  thirty  dollars.     He 
held  in  his  hand  a  piece  of   tobacco,  of  the 
growth  and  manufacture  of  the  State  of  Virgi 
nia,  to  which  State  he  confessed  he  owed  the 
most  patriotic  devotion,  which  was  worth,  ma- 
nufactured, twenty  two  dollars  per  cwt. :  and, 
at  the  same  time,  there  was  tobacco  manufac- 
tured in  the  city  of  Richmond,  which  was  woah 
only  three  dollars  per  cwt  and  God  help  those 
who    had  the    same   devotion  to    the   article 
that  he  had,  and  who  were  reduced  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  masticating  such  an  article.     It  was, 
therefore,  one  of  the  most  difficult  matters  in 
the  world,  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  any  fluctu- 
ation in  the  price  of  that  article.     But  go  to 
the  city  of   Richmond,  and  the  dealers  there 


would  tell,  with  almost  mathematical  certainty, 
and  make  it  clear  to  the  meanest  understand- 
ing. That  very  memorial  was  founded  upon 
the  estimate  which  was  laid  before  the  Senate, 
before  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  upon  that 
floor. 

Now  he  did  not  undertake  to  say  that  the 
price  of  tobacco  was  less  now  than  it  was  for- 
merly, because  it  would  ascertain  nothing;  but 
he  would  undertake  to  say,  upon  positive  and 
certain  information,  derived  from  the  most  in- 
telligent and  honorable  men  engaged  in  the 
trade  of  tobacco,  that  the  depreciation  was  at 
least  fifteen  per  cent,  according  to  the  quality 
of  the  article  on  sale,  varying  from  sixteen  to 
twenty  five  per  cent ;  and  this  they  had  repre- 
sented to  that  House,  although,  perhaps,  they 
were  persons  not  entitled  to  the  confidence  to 
which  other  persons  were  deemed  tc  be  enti- 
tled. Most  of  these  persons  meddled  not  at  all 
with  politics;  they  attended  to  their  ordinary 
business  and  pursuits. 

As  to  the  price  of  stocks,  hints  had  been  giv- 
en, that  they  had  not  suffered.  The  stocks  of 
the  two  banks  of  Virginia  had  risen  from  what 
they  had  been  some  two  or  three  years  before. 
They  had  risen  above  par  to  as  much  as  112  or 
113;  but,  since  the  removal  of  the  deposites  they 
had  fallen  again  to  108,  at  which  they  new 
stood.  This  fact  he  obtained  from  his  own  per- 
sonal knowledge;  for  he  had  had  occasion,  as 
an  agent  for  others,  to  purchase  stock  early  in 
the  month  of  September.  He  very  well  re- 
membered, that  he  then  paid  112,  and  they  re- 
mained at  that  until  the  opinion  became  gene- 
ral throughout  Virginia,  that  the  deposites 
would^iot  be  restored.  The  stock  of  the  two 
banks  of  Virginia  stood  nearly  at  par  ;  but,  at 
the  very  moment  the  opinion  became  fixed, 
that  the  deposites  would  not  be  restored,  those 
who  had  money  to  invest,  however  small  the 
sum,  looked  to  the  banks  of  Virginia  as  the  best 
investment  they  could  make.  It  was  perfectly 
well  known  to  every  man  in  the  whole  country, 
that  it  was  the  removal  of  the  deposites  which 
had  shaken  all  public  confidence.  That  cause 
had  been  going  on  from  that  hour  to  the  pre- 
sent. All  felt  a  difficulty  in  investing  their  mo- 
ney, so  as  to  yield  six  per  cent,  and  the  banks 
of  Virginia  stood  without  a  rival. 

With  regard  to  tobacco,  the  state  of  things 
was  this:  The  crop  of  1832  was  sold  previous 
to  October  1833  ;  and  the  crop  of  1833  would 
be  sold  between  this  time  and  October  next. 
The  custom  was,  that  the  crop  of  each  year  wa* 
taken  into  the  market  in  the  fall  of  the  succeed- 
ing year.  By  the  time  the  crop  of  1S32  came 
into  the  market,  the  deposites  had  been  remov- 
ed, and  the  exchange  on  England  had  fallen 
below  legal  par.  The  city  of  Richmond  had  to 
draw  for  two  hundred  thousand  pounds,  equal 
.to  one  million  of  dollars  of  our  money.  This 
could  not  be  obtained.  And  he  would  ask  whe- 
ther the  withdrawal  of  such  a  capital  would  not 
make  a  difference  in  the  market  * 

He  had  nothing  to  say  in  defence  of  the  State 
of  Virginia,  at  the  present  time,  further  than 
that   he  rejoiced  at   the  prosperity  of  all  her 
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citizens.  They  were  content  with  the  good 
which  they  enjoyed,  and  did  not  envy  others. 
He  meant  nothing  but  respect  to  the  hon.  Sena. 
tor  from  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  BROWN  asked  whether  the  gentleman 
had  said  respect  or  disrespect. 

Mr.  LEIGH  replied  that  the  word  which  he 
had  uttered  was  respect.  He  had  no  other  feel- 
ing towards  the  hon.  gentleman  than  respect; 
and  if  any  thing  had  fallen  from  him  which  the 
Senator  looked  upon  as  personal,  he  assured 
him  he  meant  no  such  thing. 

Mr.  8ROWN  said,  whether  his  statements 
were  palpable  to  the  hon.  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia or  not,  he  did  not  know  or  care.  His  opi- 
nions were  his  own,  founded  independently, 
founded  as  independently  as  those  of  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Virginia,  and  he  claimed  the  same 
right  to  express  them  here  or  elsewhere,  as  that 
gentleman.  He  had  generally  endeavored  to 
ohserve  decorum,  and  would  do  so,  but  he 
would  also  endeavor  to  delend  himself. 

In  relation  to  the  tobacco  trade ,  on  which 
the  hon.  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  spoken 
with  great  judgment;  he  happened  to  have  a 
letter  from  a  respectable  individual,  stating  that 
a  sale  of  tobacco  had  recently  taken  place  at 
seven  dollars  and  a  half  per  cwt.  It  was  the 
usual  opinion  of  the  country,  that  if  an  average 
of  six  dollars  were  obtained,  the  growers  were 
well  remunerated.  He  would  take  occasion  to 
say,  that  if  the  hon.  grntleman's  constituents 
were  as  his,  and  sold  their  tobacco  at  six  dollars, 
he  would  venture  to  say  that  they  would  never 
complain,  but  declare  themselves  to  Jae  in  a 
prosperous  condition. 

The  memorial  was  then  read. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  observed  that  the  memorial 
which  had  just  been  read  came  strongly  recom- 
mended to  him,  by  the  circumstances  of  its  con 
taining  great  force  in  its  expressions,  whilst  it 
was  couched  in  respectful  language.  It  came 
rom  Virginia;  and  a  portion  of  those  who  signed 
t  lived  in  the  spot  where  he  had  first  seen  the 
*ight.  There  was  nothing  in  it  calculated  to 
Lxcite  any  feelings  in  the  minds  of  either  side  of 
>he  House.  No  doubt  the  signers  of  the  memo- 
aial  had  expressed  their  own  conviction .  They 
Vsked  for  the  restoration  of  the  deposites.  In 
his  particular  he  differed  in  opinion  from  the 
memorialists.  An  honorable  gentleman  had 
said  that  he  perceived  a  change  in  the  language 
which  was  used  upon  the  floor.  So  far  as  that, 
assertion  concerned  himself,  he  denied  the 
charge.    He  still  held  the"  same  language. 

An  honorable  Senator  across  the  way  had 
told  the  Senate  that  the  deposites  were  of  no 
consequence  to  the  bank;  and  yet  it  was  said, 
that  the  only  way  to  relieve  the  distress  of  the 
country,  and  to  satisfy  the  people,  was  to  let 
them  understand  that  the  bank  was  to  be  con- 
tinued. If"  the  deposites  were  to  be  restored  to- 
morrow, without  the  hope  that  the  bank  would 
be  rechartered,  things  would  rem  in  us  they 
are.  The  bank  could  do  no  more  for  the  relief 
of  the  country  than  it.  did  now.  It  must  wind 
np  its  accounts;  and  it  could  not  do  so  without 
continuing  the  pressure.    His  honorable  friend 


from  Virginia,  and  others,  seemed  to  be  bound 
to  their  former  prejudices  and  predictions,  and 
look  to  the  restoration  of  the  deposites  and  the 
recharter  of  the  bank  as  the  same  question.  No 
one  could  look  at  the  question,  but  as  identical. 
The  relief  which  was  sought  for  could  only  be 
given  by  a  recharter.  An  honorable  Senator 
had  taken  upon  himself  to  deny  what  he,  (Mr. 
F.,)  had  stated  as  a  fact,  that  acts  of  a  similar 
nature  had  been  performed  by  natives  of  Virgi- 
nia, and  that  no  disapprobating  notice  was  taken 
of  the  action;  and  that  the  present  President, 
not  being  a  native  of  Virginia,  was,  conse- 
quently, condemned  by  the  natives  of  Virginia. 
He  asked,  were  not  the  deposites  removed  by 
Mr.  Gallatin!1  Virginia  did  not  complain.  And 
he  would  ask  if  the  voice  of  complaint  was 
heard  against  the  use  which  was  made  of  power 
by  Mr.  Munroe  and  Mr.  Crawford?  Were  they 
arraigned  for  the  exercise  of  it.  And  what  was 
the  reason  which  was  now  ascribed  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites?  To  sustain  tottering 
banks.  Who  had  come  forward  and  accused 
the  President  of  making  an  improper  use  of  the 
public  funds ?  No  man.  The  charge  that  was 
made  against  him  was  not  that  he  had  misused 
the  public  money,  but  removed  it  from  the  bank 
without  giving  his  reasons  to  Congress.  The 
report  of  the  committee  acquitted  him  of  making 
any  misuse  of  the  money;  and  it  never  entered 
into  their  imagination  that  the  act  which  was 
now  designated  a  usurpation  »f  power,  was  an 
act  violating  the  letter  of  the  law. 

An  honorable  Senator  had  said  that  he  was 
surprised  to  hear  an  accusation  against  Virginia 
by  one  of  her  natural  sons.  He,  (Mr.  F.,)  made 
none.  He  had  referred  to  a  fact  to  establish  his 
opinion  with  respect  to  the  course  which  she 
had  adopted  and  would  pursue.  He  repeated, if 
she  would  pursue  the  course  which  was  pointed 
out  for  her,  she  wg/dd  incur  the  repudiation  of 
her  own  native  sons. 

The  hon.  Senator  inquired  "whether  it  would 
be  thought  dishonorable  for  the  President  to  re- 
trace his  steps — whether  it  would  be  dishonora- 
ble to  retract  after  having  committed  an  error?" 
No  !  it  would  not  be  dishonorable  either  on  the 
part  of  a  high  officer  or  a  private  man.  Those 
who  know  nothing  of  their  own  standing  in  the 
community  might  think  it  so;  but  an  honest  and 
courageous  man  would  only  prove  his  character 
by  retracing  his  steps  when  convinced  he  had 
acted  improperly.  What,  though,  would  be  the 
character  of  him  who  should  retract  without  be- 
lieving that  the  course  he  was  pursuing  was  an 
erroneous  one?  Could  any  one  doubt  the  opin- 
ion of  the  President?  Did  any  one  doubt  that  the 
President  still  thought  the  steps  he  had  taken 
were  necessary  for  the  salvation  of  the  people's 
liberties?  No  one  could  doubt  upon  this  subject. 
And  this  being  the  case,  the  President's  opinions 
still  remaining  unchanged,  would  he  not  damn 
himself  to  everlasting  infamy  if  he  were  now  to 
retract?  The  Senator  from  Virginia  had  said 
much  about  the  conduct  of  the  native  sons  of 
that  State.     He  (Mr.  F  )  had  not  been  guilty  of 

the  conduct  which  had   been  ascribed  to  him 

He  would  conclude  by  moving  that  the  memo- 
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rial   be    printed,    and  that  this  vexed  question 
would  be  put  at  rest. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  rose  only  to  notice  two  or 
three  remarks  in  which  he  felt  himself  to  be  con- 
cerned.    He  was  not  aware  that  any  such  re- 


inconsistency  against  the  politicians  of  Virginia 
fell  to  the  ground.  But  it  was  said  that  Mr. 
Crawfoi'd  removed  the  money  and  placed  it  in 
the  State  banks.  Mr.  Crawford  was  Secretary 
in  the   time  of  Mr.   Monroe,  and  Mr.    Monroe 


mark  had  fallen  from  him  as  that  the  removal  of  had   never  been  charged    with  usurpation  of 


the  deposites  was  a  matter  of  little  importance 
He  had  often  said  it  was  a  question,  in  his 
opinion,  of  so  much  interest  that  if  the  bank  had 
but  one  day  more  to  live,  this  question  of  the 
withdrawal  of  the  people's  money  was  one  upon 
which  Congress  was  bound  to  pass  its  solemn 
judgment.  At  the  same  time  he  had  said  that, 
for  a  restoration  of  the  former  sound  state  of  the 
currency  and  a  renewal  of  prosperity,  other 
measures  besides  a  restoration  of  the  deposites 
would  be  found  necessary.  He  did  not  mean  to 
make  any  remarks  with  respect  to  precedents,or 
upon  the  former  interference  of  Mr.  Crawford 
with  the  public  funds.  It  was  said  on  one  hand 
that  most  of  the  measures  of  Mr.  Crawford  were 
adopted,  not  under  the  power  granted  by  the 
16th  section  of  the  bank  charter,  but  under  the 
resolutions  of  the  30th  April,  by  which  it  was 
made  his  duty  to  take  measures  for  the  restora 
tion  of  the  currency.  It  was  said,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  he  acted  under  the  authority  of  the 
16th  section 

He  (Mr.  W.)  did  not  mean  to  say  any  thing 
upon  this  matter — not  even  upon  the  inconclu 
sivmessof  tlie  parallel  between  drawing  small 
sums  from  the  bank  and  removing  the  whole  of 
the  deposites  at  "one  fell  swoop;"  but  as  the 
Senator  from  Georgia  had  alluded  to  the  pro 
ceedings  of  the  other  House,  he  would  ask  the 
Senators  perusal  of  a  report  which  emenated 
from  a  committee  of  that  House  relative  to  this 
subject.  He  (Mr.  W.)  was  a  member  of  that 
committee,  he  had  not  read  the  report  lately, 
but  could  say,  that  if  the  Senator  from  Georgia 
had  perused  it,  he  would  have  found  that  the 
committee  clearly  expressed  their  opinion,  that 
a  withdrawal  of  the  public  money  from  its  pro 
per  place  of  deposite  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
other  banks,  was  a  use  not.  authorized  by  law 
The  only  case  in  which  a  different  opinion  had 
been  expressed,  was  of  a  different  nature,  and 
wholly  unconnected  with  the  present  question, 
viz:  the  right  of  the  Secretary  to  sus'ain 
banks. 

Mr  EWING  was  surprised  to  hear  the  Sena- 
tor from  Georgia  refer  to  the  acts  of  Mr.  Galla- 
tin as  an  excuse  for  the  present  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  as  a  reason  for  condemning 
the  politicians  of  Virginia.  The  cases  were 
not  at  all  parallel.  When  did  Mr.  Gallatin 
.  withdraw  the  public  money?  Not  till  seven 
days  after  the  bank  charter  had  expired.  The 
charter  of  the  old  bank  expired  in  Feb.  1811, 
and  a  few  days  before  Mr.  Gallatin  wrote  let 
ters  for  the  purpose  of  forming  contracts  with 
other  banks  for  the  reception  of  the  public 
money.  Did  Mr.  Gallatin  withdrawn  the  mo 
ney  till  the  charter  had  expired ?  Directions 
were  given  that  the  deposites  should  cease  to 
be  made,  but  they  were  not  withdrawn  till  some 
time  after  the  charter  had   terminated.     There 


power,  with  directing  Mr.  Crawford4to  remove 
the  deposites  contrary  to  law.  There  was  no 
similarity  between  that  case  and  the  present. — 
Did  Mr.  Monroe  direct  Mr.  Crawford  to  remove 
the  deposites,and  when  that  gentleman  refused, 
did  Mr.  Monroe  dismiss  him  from  the  office 
and  appoint  to  that  office  a  more  pliant  indi- 
vidual? No!  Mr.  Monroe  had  never  done 
this. 

Mr.  PRESTON  said:  He  objected  to  the  au- 
thority of  precedents,  to  vindicate  the  usurpation 
of  power,  or  justify  the  violation  of  law.  Men  in 
power  are  always  able  to  find  in  history,  even 
of  the  best  times,  something  that  may  seem  to 
countenance  the  worst  acts^  and  even  in  our  own 
short  history,  some  precedent,  real  or  apparent, 
can  be  found  for  almost  every  exercise  of  power, 
which  the  most  unrestrained  ambition  may  de- 
sire— power  that  has  been  boldly  usurped ; 
power  that  necessity  may  appear  to  have  confer- 
red; power  that  has  been  used  beneficially,  and 
therefore  without  remark  or  censure;  power  to 
which,  from  the  peculiarity  of  the  occasion  of  its 
exercise,  has  not  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
Legislature  er  the  public.  By  a  judicious  selec- 
tion of  such  cases,  or  a  forced  application  of  oth- 
ers, some  show  of  palliation,  certainly  no  sub- 
stantial vindication,  can  be  afforded  for  an  ille- 
gal act;  for  after  all,  the  administration  could 
only  say  to  those  who  defend  it  on  such  grounds : 


"Go  on,  obliging  creatures,  let  me  see 
All  that  disgraced  my  betters  mete  in  me!" 

But,  what  are  the  precedents  relied  upon,  to 
vindicate  the  President  in  the  seizure  of  the  pub- 
lic money'  That  having  the  sanction  of  Mr. 
Gallatin's  name,  has  been  disposed  of  by  the 
Senator  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Ewing;)  but  the  au- 
thority of  Mr.  Crawford  is  more  confidently  quo- 
ted. How  little  weight  the  precedent  of  his  trans- 
fer of  a  portion  of  the  deposites  from  the  U.  S. 
Bank  to  the  State  banks  is  entitled  to,  will  at 
once  appear  from  the  fact  that,  so  little  had  he 
considered  the  legal  qualities  of  the  transaction, 
that  he  actually  forgot  to  report  to  Congress  the 
reasons  of  his  removal  of  the  deposites;  and  after- 
wards, when  an  inquiry  was  instituted  by  Con- 
gress, he  expressly  acknowledged  that  he  had 
inadvertently  omitted  to  make  the  report  requir- 
ed by  the  16th  section  of  the  bank  charter. 

Thus,  the  precedent  established  by  Mr.  Craw- 
ford's authority,  not  only  covers  the  removal  of 
the  deposites,  but  would  have  equally  justified 
the  present  Secretary  in  forgetting  to  report  the 
fact  to  Congress.  The  notorious  truth  is,  said 
Mr.  Preston,  that  during  Mr.  Crawford's  most 
difficult  administration  of  the  finances,  between 
the  years  1818  and  1819,  he  had  continually  pre- 
sent, and  pressing  upon  his  mind,  the  leading 
purpose  for  which  the  bank  was  established, — 
the  regulation  of  the  currency  of  the  country.    1 


was  no  parallel  in  the  cases,   and  the  charge  of  was  in  a  state  of  utter  and  most  disastrous  con 
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fusion.  The  country  was  inundated  by  a  flood 
of  depreciated  and  fluctuating  State  bank  paper; 
and  these  institutions,  in  whose  notes  a  large 
portion  of  the  property  of  the  country  and  the 
revenue  of  the  Government  consisted,  hung  tot- 
tering, struggling,  and  falling  in  every  direction 
The  Government;  the  people,  and  the  United. 
States  Bank,  were  all  deeply  interested  in  re- 
storing them,  and  preserving  the  currency  from 
its  derangement.  Mr.Crawford's  act  was  intend- 
ed to  meet  the  emergency — all  parties  admitted 
that  it  was  politic — no  party  complained  of  its 
violated  rights.  The  United  States  Bank — the 
State  banks --the  people— all  acquiesed,  and  thus 
the  question  of  power  was  not  fairly  raised,  or 
distinctly  brought  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Secretary.  No  antagonist  interests  were  involv- 
ed. The  bank  and  the  Secretary  concurred, — 
and  if  the  precedent  is  worth  any  thing,  it  proves 
that  the  bank  and  the  Secretary  may  combine 
to  lend  the  public  money  to  whomsoever  they 
please. 

The  acquiescence  of  the  bank  could  not  con- 
fer a  power  on  the  Secretary,  but  it  might  and 
did  prevent  an  examination  into  the  question, 
whether  such  a  power  actually  existed;  and 
permitted  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  to  pass 
by  default.  What  the  bank  and  the  Secretary 
at  that  time  concurred  in  doing,  is  now  done 
against  the  will  of  the  bank  and  in  derrogation 
of  its  interests.  What  then  was  done,  in  a  de- 
ranged state  of  the  currency  to  restore  or  sus- 
tain it,  is  now  done  in  a  sound  state  of  the  cur- 
rency, with  an  obvious  tendency  to  disturb  its 
wholesome  condition.  What  was  then  done  to 
secure  the  safety  of  the  public  funds,  by  sus- 
taining those  institutions  upon  whose  solvency 
the  currency  of  the  United  States'  Bank  itself, 
in  a  great  measure  depended,  is  now  done  with- 
out pretence  of  reference  to  the  safety  either 
of  the  public  funds— the  United  States'  Bank,' 
or  the  State  banks,— but  on  the  contrary  all 
are  involved  in  one  common  danger,  and  from 
the  danger  thus  superinduced  by  the  Executive, 
— new  and  extraordinary  powers  are  claimed 
to  meet  and  provide  against  it.  Mr.  Crawford, 
changed  the  deposites  because  the  State  banks 
were  in  danger.  The  President  makes  the 
danger,  and  changes  the  deposites  to  meet  it. 

The  Senator  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Forsyth,) 
said  Mr.  Preston,  has  asserted  that  the  restora 
tion  of  the  deposites  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Statf-i  is  a  matter  of  but  little  importance  towards 
relievng  the  distresses  of  the  country.  Mr,  P. 
said  ne  could  by  no  means  concur  in  this  opin- 
ion. He  would  readily  admit  that,  as  the  mere 
abstruction  in  the  ordinary  course  of  bu- 
siness of  the  government  money  from  the 
Unit  j  d  States'  Bank  would  have  been  insuffi- 
cient to  cause  this  general  distress,  so  the  mere 
fact  of  the  supply  of  so  much  money  to  the  bank 
would  not  relieve  that  distress.  But  neither 
question  is  presented  in  this  naked  form. — 
"What  is  the  evil  complained  of,  and  whence 
comes  the  distress  which  all  parties  now  ac- 
knowledge? Unfortunately  for  the  country  we 
exist  in  the  midst  of  a  system  of  credit  pushed 
o  a  most  dangerous  extent.     Credit  is  proverbi- 


ally sensitive — but  that  which  exists  in  our 
country  is  morbidly  so  from  its  diseased  exten- 
sion. The  slightest  agitation  of  the  system  pro- 
duces calamities  of  overwhelming  magnitude. — 
The  whole  vast-system  is  based  upon  and  lives 
by  public  confidence— confidence  in  the  good 
faith  of  Government — confidence  in  the  su- 
premacy of  the  laws — confidence  in  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  Government  departments  and 
agents.  This  confidence  has  been  shaken, 
and  the  whole  vast  and  disproportioned  edi- 
fice is  rocking  in  all  its  parts.  Re  establish 
confidence;  bring  back  the  laws;  rebuke  the 
rash  act  of  the  President;  show  the  people 
that  there  is  a  power  which  will  stand  between 
the  oppressor  and  his  victim,  and  all  will  again 
be  still  and  quiet?  Confidence,  which  is  banished 
from  men's  minds,  will  return,  and  a  period  of 
calm  will  come,  of  which  Congress  may  avail 
i'selftolook  into  and  repair  the  defects  of  the 
system. 

Mr.  P.  stated  that  he  believed  from  the  bot- 
tom of  his  soul ,  that  if  the  two  thirds  of  both 
Houses,  which  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
(Mr.  King)  supposed  to  have  been  originally 
in  favor  of  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  had 
effected  that  measure;  the  prostration  of  credit, 
the  pressure  upon  the  money  market,  the  fall 
of  property,  the  universal  anxiety  and  distress 
would  long  ago  have  passed  off,  and  in  their 
stead  we  should  have  had  that  unrivalled  pros 
perity  which  existed  through  the  country,  when 
the  President  ventured  upon  those  ill-fated  mea- 
sures. He  would  go  farther,  and  declare  it  to 
be  his  deepest  conviction  that  if  the  President 
would  now  permit  Congress  to  adopt  this  meas- 
ure, or  if  Congress,  yielding  party  to  patriot- 
ism, would  vindicate  the  laws  and  redeem  the 
public  faith,  there  would  be  an  immediate  re- 
turn of  prosperity;  public  confidence  would  be 
re-invigorated,  the  public  mind  would  repose 
with  renewed  security  upon  the  strength  of  the 
law;  it  would  be  seen  that  there  was  a  conser- 
vative and  protective  power  between  the  great 
interests  of  society ,  and  the  will  or  the  passions 
of  one  man.  Some  gentlemen  suppose  that  the 
suffering  is  produced  by  the  bank  for  nefarious 
purposes  !  Take  away  its  pretext — give  it  no 
pretence  to  lay  the  ruin  which  it  carries  at  the 
door  of  the  President,  and  if  the  restoration  of 
these  deposites  is  so  small  a  matter,  either  for 
good  or  evil  as  the  senator  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
Forsyth)  supposes — why  not  grant  this  small 
matter  to  the  prayers  and  intreaties  of  this  suf- 
fering people?  That  they  are  a  suffering  people 
all  parties  now  admit;  we  may  differ  as  to  the 
cause  or  as  to  the  extent,  but  we  all  concur  in 
the  existence  of  distress.  Why  not  then  yield 
this  small  matter  even  to  the  ignorance  ot  the 
people,  for  all  who  tell  us  of  their  distress  crave 
this  small  matter  for  their  relief.  Give  it  to 
them,  and  tlien  tell  them  if  you  please,  to  go  to 
the  bank — if  after  you  have  granted  them  that 
relief  they  pray  from  you  the  distress  still  con- 
tinues, and  is  ascertained  to  be  either  an  acci- 
dent or  incident  to  the  bank,  it  will  be  called  to 
a  fearful  reckoning. 

The  Senator    rom   Georgia,  in  reply  to  a  ro- 
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mark  of  an  honorable  Senator,  took  occasion  to 
say  that,  however  proper  it  would  be  for  the 
President  to  retrace  his  steps,  if  he  had  acted 
erroneously — yet,  as  long  as  he  believed  himself 
right,  it  would  be  dishonorable  to  retract. .  Whe- 
ther the  President  believes  himself  right,  Mr. 
SPreston  said,  he  would  not  undertake  to  decide, 
toot  he  knew  the  ©pinions  of  the  Senator  from 
Georgia  upon  this  measure.  He  was  against  it. 
No  gentleman  upon  this  fieor  has  declared  that 
he  would  have  advised  or  assisted  in  the  execu- 
tion of  such  a  measure.  From  the  remarks  of 
■some,  it  may  be  inferred  that,  if  "they  had  been 
«alled  upon,  they  would  have  advised  the  Presi- 
dent to  the  course  which  he  'has  adopted  ;  but 
neither  of  the  gentlemen  from  Georgia  leave 
room  for  inference.  They  declare  their  disap 
probation  of  the  measure,  while  one  of  them 
strenuously  resists  all  measures  to  counteract 
it,  and  defends  the  eourse  of  the  President,  al- 
though he  would  not  have  advised  it.  Still,  how- 
fever,  notwithstanding  the  Senator's  relation  to- 
wards 'the  administration,  and  the  just  weight 
which  he  is  entitled  to  have  with  it,  there  is  a 
possibility  that  the  President  may  continue  to 
think  himself  right.  Admit  that  he  does,  would 
it  be  dishonorable  for  him  to  retract,  urged  as 
he  is  by  the  prayers ,  the  remonstrances,  the 
6ufferings  of  the  people?  Mr.  Jefferson  gave 
op  a  favorite  policy,  the  restrictive  system,  in  j 
compliance  with  the  discontents  of  the  people, 
and  of  but  a  portion  of  the  people  of  a  particu- 
lar section.  Mr.  Jefferson  yielded,  although  he 
was  sustained  by  his  cabinet — by  both  branches 
of  the  legislature,  and  by  a  triumphant  party 
amongst  the  people.  His  were  the  measures  of 
the  Government  and  the  people.  Whose  mea- 
sure is  this  ?  Not  the  measure  of  an  adminis- 
tration. Where  are  the  counsellors  that  have 
advised  the  President  ?  Where  are  they  to  be 
found  ? 

It  is  not  for  me,  said  Mr.  P.  to  look  into  the 
recesses  of  the  White  House,  but  the  question 
recurs,  who  constitutes  the  administration  that 
adopted  this  measure.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  revolted  from  the  perpretration  of  the 
ac,  and  the  President  was  compelled  to  search 
for  another  agent.  Did  the  other  great  cabinet 
officer  advise  or  sustain  him?  Mr.  Preston- 
said  he  would  be  glad  to  see  the  documents 
furnished  by  those  officers,  on  that  occasion, 
which  have  been  spoken  of  by  Mr.  Duane. 
It  was  not  an  administration  measure,  but  a 
measure  of  the  President's  own — a  pergonal 
measure,  adopted  and  executed  without  the 
consent  of  his  constitutional  advisers,  and  against 
the  opinion  of  the  very  gentlemen  who  defend 
him  here. 

Nor  is  the  President  sustained  as  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son was,by  the  co-opera'ion  of  Congress.  This 
measure  was  adopted  in  contempt  of  a  decision  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  with  the 
avowed  intention  of  superceeding  Congress  by 
Executive  action. 

Nor  is  the  President  sustained  by  any  known 

i  political  party  in  the  coutitry.     Bank  men  upon 

this  floor,  defend   the    measure,  and  an  i-bank 

men  oppose  it.     Indeed,sai  I  Mr.  P.,it  would  be 


difficult  to  ascertain  in  regard  to  this  or  any 
other  measure  of  the  President,  c-n  what  set  of 
principles  known  in  our  political  history,  his 
policy  is  founded.  In  the  belter  days  of  this 
republic,  we  were  divided  in  o  parties  acting 
upon  broad  principles  of  public  policy — each 
struggling  for  the  maintenance  of  its  own  pecu- 
liar opinions— but  on  what  principle — on  what 
system  of  policy — on  what  set  of  opinions  doeu 
this  administration  pretend  to  act,  or  demand 
the  support  of  its  adherents?  What,  sir,  have 
been  the  leading,  the  characteristic  measures  of 
this  administration  ?  The  first  is  the  great  mea- 
sure of  the  last  session,  when  the  President  in 
a  peculiar  juncture  of  affairs,  instituted  a  course 
of  measures  which  could  find  their  justification 
only  in  the  entire  subversion  of  those  rights  of 
the  States  for  which  the  republican  party  had 
always  contended.  In  a  formal  and  elaborate 
document — issued  with  great  deliberation,  and 
sanctioned  by  the  great  seal  ef  this  Govern- 
ment, he  directly,  and  in  terms,  controverted 
all  the  doctrines  of  the  republican  party,  as  to 
the  origin  and  na'ure  of  our  institutions,  declar- 
ed our  form  of  Government  to  be  naiion-d  and 
not  federative— that  it  was  not  a  union  of  States 
but  a  consolidation,  and  claimed  the  right  of 
enforcing  submission  upon  a  State  by  the  bay- 
onets of  his  standing  army. 

Where  did  he  find  his  supporters,  then? 
Who,  then,  was  the  administration  party?  On 
whom  did  the  President  rely  to  vindicate,  en- 
force, and  carry  out  his  principles?  Sir,  he 
found  a  natural  alliance  in  the  ranks  of  the  old 
federal  party,  the  most  distinguished  member 
of  which,  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Websteh,)  who  wai  bom  and  nurtured,  and 
has  lived  in  that  party,  found  himself  strangely 
and  unexpectedly  the  leading  member  in  support 
of  the  administratioh  of  General  Jackson.— 
Then  the  President  reposed  upon  Massachusetts 
and  her  doctrines.  To  be  sure  he  was  not  with- 
out  the  support,  on  that  occasion,  or  any  other, 
of  some  southern  gentlemen,  but  the  honorable 
Senator  from  N.  Carolina,  (Mr.  Brown,)  was 
n»t  one  of  them.  He  deserves  and  has  my  gra- 
titude, (said  Mr.  P.,)  for  the  manly  and  republi- 
can stand  which  he  took  against  the  President  on 
that  occasion — an  occasion  which  shewed,  that, 
upon  all  the  great  leading  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  our  Government,  General  Jackson  con- 
curred entirely  with  the  old  federal  party,  pro- 
claimed to  the  world  as  his — their  doctrine*— 
procured  them  to  be  inscribed  upon  your  statute 
book — and  was  willing  to  record  them  in  the 
blood  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

And  now  sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  as  to  the  leading 
measure  of  the  present  session,  is  there  any 
broad  principle  by  which  gentlemen  pretend  to 
regulate  their  support  of  the  President?  Who 
are  his  most  zealous  supporters  in  this  measure? 
Bank  men.  Who  his  most  talented  and  trusted 
vindicators?  Bank  (men.  To  whom  is  the 
President  indebted  for  that  ever-ready  and  ever- 
boiliant  attack  and  defence,  with  which  this 
measure  is  defended  here?  A  bank  man. 
While,  on  the  other  hand,  the  measure  is  de- 
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nounced  by   gentlemen  here,   and  by  States, 
known  to  be  anti-bank. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  the  President's  cabine 
was  opposed  to  the  measure,  and  .he  retains 
that  cabinet.  His  friends  on  this  floor  are  op- 
posed to  this  measure,  and  continue  to  be  his 
friends.  What  is  the  bond  of  party  union,  that 
produces  these  strange  results?  Sir,  said  Mr. 
P.  ft  is  a  Jackson  party — with  no  consequence, 
continuity,  or  conformity  of  principle — nothing 
but  Jackson — the  man— the  individual. 

Gentleman,  said  Mr.  P.  may  retort  upon  him 
that  if  the  President's  party  is  of  this  pye-bald 
character,-the  opposition  too,  is  ring-streaked  and 
speckled.  It  is  in  the  nature  of  opposition  to  be 
multifarious.  Considering  the  course  of  the 
President*  it  is  only  wonderful,  that  all  parties, 
of  whatever  character,  are  not  in  the  opposition. 
He  has  successively  adopted  and  attacked  all 
parties,  and  in  the  very  measure  under  discus- 
sion, has  excited  the  alarm  and  indignation  of 
the  South,  by  the  violation  of  law — while  he  has 
prostrated  the  property  of  the  North,  and  spread 
desolation  throughout  it. 

•  Those,  said  Mr.  P.,  who  defend  the 
President,  take  infinite  pains  to  exaggerate  the 
power  and  influence  of  the  bank,  which  they  re- 
present as  most  dangerous  to  our  institutions; 
although  they  assert  at  the  same  moment,  that 
all  hopes  or  expectation  of  its  recharter  were  cut 
off  Dy  the  veto  of  the  President.  The  Senator 
from  Georgia,  (Mr.  King,)  states  expressly,  that 
the  bank  had  received  its  death  wound  by  the 
veto,  and  represents  it  as  a  lion  languishing  in 
his  lair,  about  to  expire,  from  the  fatal  blow  in- 
flicted by  the  Executive.  The  Senator,  said  Mr. 
P  ,has  expressed  the  sentiment  which  pervaded 
the  whole  South,  and  as  far  as  he  knew,  the 
whole  country.  Every  body  supposed  that  the 
monster  was  drawing  near  the  close  of  its  exist- 
ence—that he  had  laid  down  to  die.  The  fiat 
for  his  dissolution  had  gone  forth,  and  he  seem- 


law,  it  was  the  yet  not  extinguished  spirit  of  our 
institutions.  As  well  might  the  gentleman  sup- 
pose that  the  power  which  expelled  the  Kings, 
resided  in  the  dead  body  of  the  Roman  matron. 
As  well  might  he  denounce  the  dangerous  pow- 
er of  an  English  gentleman  because  the  nation 
rallird  around  John  H^mden  against  the  King 
and  his  muvons.  It  is  not  the  power  of  the  bank, 
it  is  the  violation  of  law  that  makes  the  strug- 
gle. 

The  senator  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Fokstth) 
thinks  that  the  opposition  rejoice  in  the  occa- 
sion for  making  war  upon  the  administration. 
Mr.  P.  said,  he  did  not  wish  to  conceal  his  opin- 
ion, that  this  administration  was  characterized 
by  misrule,  was  ruining  the  country,  and  ought 
to  be  put  down.  He  did  not  rejoice  in  the  act, 
the  consequences  of  which  are  so  deplorable, 
but  if  one  of  those  consequences  should  be  to 
open  the  eyes  of  the  people  and  rouse  their  in- 
dignation against  the  author  of  their  calamities, 
that  consequence  would  be  a  good  one — it  could 
not  be  charged  upon  him  that  he  regarded  with 
complacency  the  commission  of  crime,  because 
he  rejoiced  at  the  prospect  ©f  apprehending 
the  felon.  But  as  earnestly  as  he  deprecated 
the  conduct  and  principles  of  this  administra- 
tion, as  earnestly  as  he  desired  to  see  it  checked 
and  controlled  by  some  rule  »f  reason  or  obli- 
gation of  law,  he  would  not  have  purchased  its 
defeat  at  the  great  sacrifices  to  which  the  coun- 
try has  been  subjected  by  this  misrule  of  the 
President.  That  a  degree  of  party  spirit  is  ne- 
cessarily infused  into  most  of  our  actions  here, 
no  one  can  deny;  but  (Mr.  P.  said,)  he  could  not 
concur  with  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  that 
this  was  merely  a  party  matter;  a  question  be- 
tween the  ins  and  the  outs.  Those  may  well 
think  so,  who  at  once  disapprove  the  measure 
and  vindicate  it.  If  it  be  a  party  contest,  it  is 
a  lamentable  condition  of  our  country,  when  its 
currency  and  monetary  system  are  made  mere 


ed   quietly  and  sullenly  composing  his  limbs  in  i  appendages  of  party  strife,  and  those  who  have 


death. 

At  that  moment,  the  hunter ,keen  for  sport  or 
impatient  for  revenge,  hurls  his  dart  and  rushes 
upon  the  dying  beast,  winding  his  horn, 
calling  up  his  huntsmm  and  unkennelling  his 
pack,  the  ebbing  energies  of  the  lion  are  aroused 
to  a  new  effort  of  flight,  and  if  in  the  chase  our 
corn  fieldj  are  trampled  upon  and  our  flocks 
scattered,  shall  we  blame  the  beast,  or  his  pur- 
suers, who  would  not  permit  h^m  to  die?  It 
may  be  sport  to  the  mighty  hunter,  but  it  is  de- 
solation to  the  country  through  which  the  chase 
sweeps. 

But,  said  Mr.  P., the  senator  from  North  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Bnowx)  supposes  that  the  vigor  with 
which  the  bank  maintains  t  >is  contest  is  a  proof 
that  it  is  endowed  with  a  strength  dangerous  to 
our  institutions;  he  thinks  that  its  power  to  main- 
tain this  long  and  doubtful  contest  witn  so  pow- 
erful a  President,  indicates  a  capacity  for  evil 
which  threatens  the  very  existence  of  our  insti- 
tutions. Mr.  P.  thought  this  a  fallacious  me- 
thod of  estimating  the  pow  r  of  the  bank.  It  *  as 
not  the  bank  power  that  was  sustaining  this 
contest,   it  was  t  e  yet  remaining  vigor  of  the 


brought  them  into  this  situation  have  assumed  a 
deep  and  dangerous  responsibility.  Let  me 
tell  you,  Mr.  President  (said  Mr.  P.)  that  if  the 
people  of  this  country  are  assured  that  she  sei- 
zure of  the  public  money  or  the  defence  of  it  on 
this  floor,  is  a  mere  matter  of  party  arrange- 
ment, the  days  of  your  power  are  numbered. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said, 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  in  allu- 
sion to  what  he  had  said  yesterday,  when  he 
made  an  allusion  to  the  gentlemen  on  his  side, 
rejoiced  in  the  effects  of  the  action  of  the  Pre- 
sident being  felt  by  the  country.  There  was  a 
circumstance  in  history  of  a  very  illustrious  man. 
General  Marion,  who  seeing  every  body  acqui- 
esce in  what  was  stipulated  by  Great  Britain, 
retired  in  disgust.  Strong  measures  were  imme- 
diately resorted  to  by  the  British  officers,  and 
news  was  carried  to  Marion  of  the  excesses  com- 
mitted by  the  British  Soldiery,  and  he  thanked 
God  that  they  weie  suffering.  He  did  not  re- 
joice that  the  people  suffered,  but  he  rejoiced 
because  he  saw  that,  by  their  sufferings,  resist- 
ance would  be  aroused.  He  produced  this  in- 
stance, because  he  thought  that  they  would  re- 
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joice  that  the  people  suffered  on  account  of  the 


result  which  those  sufferings  might  produce 

STes,  sir,  and  their  rejoicing  would  be  justifi- 
able :  the  people  of  the  United  States,  would 
rejoice  with  them,  if  this  were  a  question  of 
usurpation  of  power.  When  gentlemen,  sir, 
can  make  the  people  believe  that  power  has 
been  usurped,  their  end  will  be  accomplished  ; 
power  will  change  hands  ;  for  whose  benefit 
among  the  "ring-streaked  and  speckled"  I  am 
unable  to  say.  But  the  hon.  Senator,  sir,  pro- 
tests against  the  quoting  of  precedents  to  justi- 
fy a  violation  of  the  law.  He  does  right,  sir. 
But  he  answers,  that  there  has  been  a  violation 
of  the  law,  whilst  I  maintain  that  such  has  not 
been  the  case.  This  precedent  is  to  my  mind 
conclusive.  The  hon.  Senator  says  that  Mr. 
Crawford  forgot  his  duty— that  his  act  was  of 
so  little  importance  that  it  passed  unnoticed  by 
the  people.  The  question  of  the  power  to  re- 
move, sir,  was  not  then  a  disputed  point;  it  was 
never  mooted.  And  why  ?  Because  there  was 
no  doubt  of  the  existence  of  this  power.  What 
did  Mr.  Gallatin^  He  changed  the  place  ofde 
posite  without  being  accused  of  having  violated 
the   law 

proach.  And  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Crawford,  he 
(Mr.  F.)  would  ask  the  hon.  Senator  from  Mass. 
whether  a  doubt  had  ever  entered  into  the  minds 
of  that  Committee  of  the  other  House  which 
had  been  alluded  to,  as  to  the  power  of  the  Se- 
cretary to  remove  the  public  money?  The 
hon.  Senator  from  Mass.  had  spoken  of  some 
remark  of  that  Committe  as  deprecatory  of  the 
practice  of  sustaining  banks  with  the  deposites; 
if  the  report  of  the  Committee  did  make  a  re- 
mark of  this  kind,  he,  (Mr.  F.)had  no  recollec- 
tion of  it.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
had  said  that  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Crawford  could 
not  be  taken  as  a  precedent,  because  that  gen- 
tleman's proceedings  had  been  directed  exclu 
sively  to  a  restoration  of  the  currency. 

The  honorable  Senator  was  mistaken.  Mr. 
Crawford  made  use  of  his  power  to  sustain  the 
banks,  from  the  year  1817,  till  the  close  of  the 
period  of  his  service.  He  made  use  of  his  power 
on  many  occasions,  to  support  the  banks.  He 
deposited  thirteen  millions  of  dollars  for  this 
purpose  with  the  bank  of  Georgia. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  had  also 
said  there  was  no  violation  of  the  law,  because 
there  had  been   no   violation  of  the  chartered 


consented  to    the   act  of  Mr.    Crawford,  Mr- 


Crawford's  act  was  legal.  Was  the  honorable 
Senator  aware  of  the  principle  he  admitted  when 
he  spoke  thus?  Was  the  power  of  the  Secretary 
to  depend  upon  the  consent  of  the  bank  to  its 
exercise?  Could  that  consent  give  the  Secretary 
a  power  not  contained  in  the  Constitution,  or 
take  from  him_a  power  granted  by  the  Con- 
stitution? 

The  consent  of  the  bank!  It  had  no  right  to 
give  consent.  The  very  fact  of  its  being  brought 
into  counsel,  proved  its  dangerous  tendency.  It 
was  a  mere  agent — the  mere  depository  of  the 
public  money,  and  had  no  power  either  to  in- 
crease or  diminish  that  of  the  Secretary. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
had  said  much  about  the  condition  of  parties  on 
both  sides  of  the  question.  Well,  according  to 
one  of  the  honorable  Senator's  arguments,  this 
appeared  to  him  (Mr.  F.)  to  be  what  the  hon- 
orable Senator  wanted.  He  had  commenced 
with  regretting  that  they  were  not  divided  upon 
some  great  party  principles.  It  was  impossible 
not  to  see  that  every  question  must  eventually 
.become  a  party  question;  that  it  would  be  as- 
he  did  so    without  question   or  re- j  sailed  in  the  spirit  of  party,  and  defended  in  a 

similar  manner.  And  what  harm  was  there  in 
this?  Party  spirit  did  not  make  them  less  in- 
dustrious in  the  examination  of  the  various  sub- 
jects that  might  come  before  thern.  It  had  one 
effect:  it  made  the  people  more  suspicious,  and 
more  scrupulous  in  receiving  the  arguments  of 
both  parties.  The  people  understood  the  case 
well;  and  when  Senators  admitted  the  influence 
of  party  feeling,  the  people  would  examine  ac- 
cordingly. But" who  had  made  this  a  party  ques- 
tion ?  The  restoration  of  the  deposites  per  se 
was  of  no  consequence.  Why  was  it  made  a 
party  question  ?  The  honorable  Senator  frcm 
South  Carolina  had  told  them  that  the  fragments 
of  parties  had  seized  upon  this  matter  to  con- 
vince the  people  that  power  was  in  the  wrong 
hands.  And  would  the  honorable  Senator  tell 
him  (Mr.  F.)  that  a  restoration  would  still  the 
storm  ?  Yes,  it  would  do  so ;  but  it  would  be 
because  those  who  had  no  power  now,  would, 
feel  their  hopes  revive,  would  believe  that  power 
was  within  their  grasp.  But  how  would  it  be 
with  the  money  market?  The  bank  would  even- 
tually be  obliged  to  wind  up  its  concerns;  it  must 
go  on,  as  now,  curtailing,  and  the  country  must, 
in  the  end,  bear  a  curtailment.     The  manner  in 


rights  of  the  old  bank;  that  that  bank,  having*  which  this  curtailment  would  be  effected,  depen 
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ded,  however,  on  the  bank.  If  it  was  carried  on 
upon  patriotic  principles,  every  indulgence  would 
be  afforded;  but  if  the  struggle  went  on  against 
the  Government,  and  for  the  perpetuity  of  the 
charter,  then  there  was  no  part  of  the  United 
States  which  could  be  reached  by  this  power 
which  would  not  be  made  to  feel  its  influence. 
It  could  not,  however,  do  much  moi'e.  It  dared 
not  go  much  farther,  lest  it  should  endanger  its 
own  stockholders.  It  had  already  gone  far 
enough  to  shake  the  prosperity  of  its  debtors; 
but  if  it  went  any  farther,  it  would  shake  its  own 
credit,  and  involve  itself  in  a  state  of  things  frora 
which  the  hand  of  the  Government  alone  could 
extricate  it. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  had  fixed 
upon  two  important  measures,  by  which  the  ad- 
mi  nistration  was  to  be  tryed  by  the  people.  As 
fat  as  regarded  the  fate  of  the  bank,  the  people 
had  already  decided.  The  hostility  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  the  bank  was  well  known.  The  question 
was  put  to  the  people  and  decided  by  them  in 
favor  of  the  President.  A  new  question  was  now 
made,  as  to  the  President's  motives.  Upon  this 
subject,  he  (Mr.  F.)  would  have  thought  no  one 
could  have  doubted.  Well  the  question  was  be- 
fore the  people,  and  the  efforts  of  gentlemen  to 
throw  light  upon  the  subject  were  doubtless 
proper.  One  thing  was  certain,  however,  and 
that  was  that  the  Jackson  party  had  another 
lame,  viz:  the  party  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  Why,  what  would  have  been  the  con- 
dition of  the  man  in  the  White  House,  if  he  had 
not  been  supported  by  the  people  ?  Gentlemen 
talked  of  the  influence  of  the  patronage  of  the 
Executive  upon  Congress.  In  Confess  i  The 
President  was  powerless  there.  Had  his  re- 
election by  the  people,  given  him  power  on  the 
floor  of  the  Senate?  How  stood  it  with  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  sovereigns  ?  The  represen- 
tatives of  the  sovereigns  of  the  sovereign  peo- 
ple— regulated  the  administration  as  they  pleas- 
ed.. But  there  was  a  power  behind  the  Senate 
which  would  alter  this — a  response  would  be 
heard  that  would  change  this  state  of  things. 

Mr.  EWING  said  he  did  not  contend  that  al- 
though the  Secretary  had  acted  improperly  in 
the  present  case,  he  was  destitute  of  all  power. 
He  did  not  say  that  the  Secretary  had  no  right 
to  collect  the  revenue  and  place  it  in  a  particular 
bank.  On  the  contrary,  he  believed  the  Secre- 
tary had  this  power.  What  was  the  power  ex- 
ercised by  Mr.  Gallatin  ?  Nothing  more  than 
this :  that  when  the  charter  of  the  old  bank  had 
terminated,  he  placed  the  money  elsewhere. 
That  was  all  Mr.  Gallatin  had  done;  and  in 
tioing  this,  he  had  done  no  more  than  his  duty. 
But  did  it  follow,  because  Mr.  Gallatin  had 
acted  thus,  that  the  present  Secretary  was  to 
ehange  the  place  of  deposite  without  the  slightest 
reason,  and  without  authority  ?  Or  was  the 
President  to  be  permitted  to  reach  through  the 
Secretary  and  remove  the  money?  The  prece- 
dent was  inapplicable. 

Tthe  motion  to  refer  and  print  the  memorials 
was  then  carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PORTER,   i 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mr.  CLAY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  on  the  27th  of 
January,  1834,  the  petitions  ef  inhabitants  of 
the  counties  of  Branch  and  Calhoun,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  reported  a  bill  to  change 
the  boundary  line  between  the  southeastern 
and  the  western  districts  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  bill 
was  twice  read  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  HARDIN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Nathaniel  Tyler,  which  bill  was  twice 
read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
AVhole  House  on  the  State  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY,  from  the  Commit- 
of  Claims,  reported  unfavorably  on  the  petition 
of  Lemuel  Cook,  which  report  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  CRANE,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  reported  unfavorably  on  the 
petition  of  Henry  Nerthup;  and  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  of  Ohio,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Pensions  was  discharg- 
ed from  the  further  consideration  of  the  peti- 
tions of  Nathaniel  Coleman  and  John  McFar- 
land,  and  the  said  petitions  were  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  KAVANAUGH,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  post 
route  from  Great  Falls,  in  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  to  Wells  in  the  State  of  Maine. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ALLEN,  of  Ohio,  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  case  of 
Jesse  Sparks;  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  be  discharged  from  the  bill  provid- 
ing for  establishing  two  additional  land  dis- 
tricts in  the  State  of  Illinois  and  Michigan,  with 
a  view  to  have  the  bill  considered  immedi- 
ately. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  urged  his  motion  on  the 
ground  that  there  had  been  a  large  quantity  of 
land  surveyed  which  was  then  ready,  and  only 
required  the  passage  of  this  bill  to  bring  it  im- 
mediately into  market.  He  said  further,  as  an- 
other reason,  for  the  immediate  action  of  the 
House  on  this  bill,  that  land  sales  usually  took 
place  in  the  spring  and  fall,  that  if  the  bill  did 
not  pass  now  or  very  soon,  that  the  sales  must 
be  delayed  until  fall,  or  perhaps  another  year, 
which  would  be  prejudicial  alike  to  the  public 
interest  and  the  interest  and  convenience  of 
those  persons  residing  in  the  country,  who 
wished  to  purchase  their  houses  and  make  per- 
manent improvements.  f 

The  motion  having  been  put,  was  lost  by  a 
small  majority. 

PUBLIC  DEPOSITES. 
The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  MARDIS,  on 
a  former  day. 
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Mr.  BURGES,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
addressed  the  House  at  some  length,  and  mov- 
ed as  an  amendment,  to  recommit  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  that  Com- 
mittee, with  instructions  to  report  whether  the 
reasons  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  re 
moving'  the  deposites  were  sufficient.  Mr.  B . 
ctionnued  to  address  the  House  till  the  expira- 
tion of  the  hour  devoted  for  morning  business, 
when  his  remarks  were  suspended  by  the  House 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Polk,  passing  to  the  or- 
der of  the  day. 

THE  ARMY. 

The  army  appropriation  was  taken  up,  after 
a  division  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  McKAY  withdrew  his  motion  to  reduce 
the  item  for  the  Quartermaster's  Department, 
from  $356,000  to  306,000. 

Mr.  POLK  then  moved  the  following  reduc- 
tions, which  were  agreed  to  by  the  House: 
On  fuel,  .         .         .         $10,000 

On  expresses,  .         .  .    2,000 

On  transportation  of  ordnance ,    5,000 
Of  officers'  baggage,      .  17,000 

On  rewards  for  apprehending 

deserters,  .         .         .     8,000 

The  item  appropriating  $25,000  for  the 
erection  of  barracks  at  Savannah,  having  been 
read,  a  long  debate  ensued.  Messrs.  VANCE, 
POLK,  R.  M.  JOHNSON,  McKAY,  S.  JONES, 
GAMBLE,  WARD  and  WILLIAMS  partici- 
pated. 

The  item  was  eventually  retained  in  the 
bill. 

The  next  item  was  the  appropriation  "  for 
extending  the  works  and  erecting  additional 
barracks  at  Fort  Gibson,  Arkansas,  §25,000. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said,  he  should  make  a  motion 
to  strike  out  this  item.  The  people  of  Arkan- 
sas had,  for  years,  been  petitioning  to  have  the 
garrison  brought  back  to  its  former  location. 
The  garrison  was  useless  in  its  present  position 
at  Fort  Gibson.  He  moved  to  amend  the  bill , 
by  striking  out  this  item,  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof,  $10,000,  for  the  erection  of  barracks 
at  Fort  Smith. 

Mr.  POLK  opposed  the  amendment,  and  in 
the  eourse  of  his  remarks,  read  a  communica- 
tion from  tVe  Department  of  War,  pointing  out 
the  advantages  and  importance  of  the  military 
works  and  station  at  Fort  Gibson. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  expressed  his  surprise  at  the 
reasons  given  by  the  Secretary  ot  War  for  the 
location  of  the  fort  at  Fort  Gibson,  and  at  the 
proposition  to  exp^ad  $100,000  upon  it.  He 
had  here  stated  that  it  was  necessary  to  oppose 
an  Indian  invasion  in  the  event  of  another 
frontier  war,  but  the  great  mass  of  the  Indians 
were  north  of  that  port  on  the  Missouri  and  Miss. 
and  no  danger  could  be  apprehended  from 
them  on  that  point.  The  Pawnees  for  instance, 
were  at  a  distance  of  six  hundred  miles .  Rock 
River,  Fort  Leavenworth,  and  the  western 
boundary  of  the  Arkansas,  form  the  important 
stations  of  defence;  and  it  is  at  those  places  that 
the  money  should  be  applied-  Ten  thousand 
dollars  would  be  amply  sufficient. 

Mr.  VANCE  was  opposed  to  the  appropria- 


tion for  building  permanent  barracks  in  places 
where  the  station  of  the  troops  w\  re  only  tem- 
porary. It  was  an^eless  and  unnecessary  ex- 
penditure. 

Mr.  SEVIER  explained  the  causes  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  fort. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Mr. 
Cage,  of  Miss.,  Mr.  Tompkins,  Mr.  McKay, 
Mr.  Lynn,  Mr.  Speight,  Mr.  Maun,  of  Pa.  Mr. 
Wagener,  Mr.  Watmocgh  and  Mr.  Hdbbai»d. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Vt,  moved  that  the 
committee  rise  and  report  progress . 

The  vote  being  taken  on  Mr.  SEVIER'S  a- 
mendment,  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  H.  EVERETT'S  amendment  was  then 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  CONNER  moved,  that  the  privilege  of 
franking  letters,  concering  the  duties  of  his 
office,  be  extended  to  the  Chief  Engineer  in  the 
War  Department. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  of  Mass.,  was  loth  to  occupy 
the  attention  of  the  House,  but  he  begged  to 
warn  gentlemen  of  the  consequences  which 
might  accrue  from  inserting  in  an  appropriation 
bill  matters  entirely  foreign  to  it.  He  would 
tell  them,  that  if  they  should  ever  by  a  prece- 
dent establish  or  sanction  such  a  principle, 
there  would,  in  future,  possibly  be  introduced 
into  appropriation  bills,  things  of  which  they 
could  at  present  have  no  idea. 

Mr.  CONNER  said,  that  he  was  most  certain- 
ly innocent  of  any  thought  of  introducing  into 
an  appropriation  bill,  a  clause  which  could  be 
considered  improper,  or  which  could  have  in 
its  effect  even  a  tendency  to  violate  the  spirit 
of  the  law  and  the  Constitution.  The  power  to 
frank  documents  appertaining  to  the  public 
service  already  existed  in  the  war  department; 
but  it  was  confined  to  the  head  of  that  depart- 
ment, and  the  duties  of  that  officer  were  so 
onerous  and  multifarious  that  he  could  not  frank 
at  once  all  the  papers  necessary  to  be  forward- 
ed to  our  different  posts  and  stations  as  the  pub- 
lic service  required.  The  consequence  was, 
that  sometimes  the  delay  of  a  day  or  more  oc- 
curred to  the  great  detriment  of  the  public 
interest.  The  proposed  measure  was  merely 
an  extension  of  the  present  power,  in  order  to 
the  greater  facility  of  its  exercise.  It  created 
no  new  power,  and  it  had  met  with  the  appro- 
bation both  of  the  Post  Office  Committee,  and 
the  department. 

Mr.  POLK  called  for  a  vote  upon  the  propo- 
sition, on  account  of  the  necessity  of  a  speedy 
action  on  the  bill. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  March   14,  1834. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Legislative  Council  of  Michi- 
gan, relative  to  losses  sustained  by  citizens  o 
Michigan,  in  the  late  war;  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WILKINS,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, reported  a  bill  to  repay  certain  duties 
on  foreign  merchandize,  collected  under  the 
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act  of  May,  1828;  read  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER, .  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Pubiic  Lands,  to  tfhom  had  been  refer- 
red the  bill  limiting  the  time  of  advertising  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  :  reported  it  widiout 
amendment. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  ^presented  the  proceedings 
of  a  meeting  in  Brooklyn,  King's  County,  N.  Y. 
also  a  memorial  from  inhabitants  of  the  same 
town,  in  favor  of  the  President  and  his  mea- 
sures, and  opposed  to  the  restoration  of  the  de- 
posites  and  the  recharter  of  the  United  States 
Bank;  read,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  said,  that  he  had  received 
the  resolutions  of  a  convention  holden  in  the 
county  of  Windsor,  in  Vermont,  which  he  ask- 
ed leave  to  lay  before  the  Senate.  The  reso- 
lutions, said  Mr.  P.,  relate  to  the  subject  which 
has  attracted  so  much  attention,  and  occasioned 
so  much  discussion  here,  and  which  seema 
to  be  exciting  general  and  intense  interest 
throughout  the  country.  The  resolutions  ex- 
press decided  disapprobation  of  the  removal  of 
the  public  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  They  declare  the  removal  to  have 
been  ordered  and  effected  without  sufficient 
cause,  in  violation  of  the  contract  between  the 
Government  and  the  bank— and  that  the  mea- 
sure has  produced  unparalleled  pecuniary  em- 
barrassment ,  which  can  be  removed  only  by  a 
prompt  restoration  of  the  deposites  to  the  le- 
gally established  and  authorized  place  of  custo- 
dy. The  resolutions  also  assert  the  importance 
and  necessity  of  a  sound  currency;  and  that 
such  a  currency  can  be  secured  and  preserved 
to  the  country ,  only  through  the  medium  of  a 
National  Bank. 

The  convention  was  composed  of  delegates 
from  the  several  towns  in  the  county,  repre- 
senting all  classes  and  ranks  of  men  in  the  vari- 
ous professions,  occupations,  and  employments 
of  life.  Though  the  names  of  the  delegates  are 
not  given,  so  as  to  enable  me  to  speak  of  them 
as  they  might  deserve,  the  names  of  the  gentle- 
men who  acted  as  officers  of  the  convention,  are 
attached  to  the  proceedings  ;  and  to  their  in- 
telligence and  personal  worth,  I  can  bear  wil- 
ling testimony.  With  the  gentleman  who  pre- 
sided as  chairman,  I  have  been  long  and  inti- 
mately acquainted.  Though  formerly  a  mem- 
ber of  the  other  House  of  Congress ,  he  has  for 
many  years  taken  no  active  part  in  politics, 
but  has  chosen  rather  to  elevate  himself  to  the 
pursuit  of  an  honorable  profession,  in  which  he 
has  attained  to  a  deservedly  high  eminence. 
From  his  character,  and  that  of  the  other  offi- 
cers, as  well  as  from  the  temperate  and  respect- 
ful tene  of  the  resolutions,  we  have  sufficient 
assurance  of  the  respectability  and  patriotic, 
purposes  of  the  convention. 

I  take  occasion  to  say,  sir,  that  the  cou.nty 
in  which  the  resolutions  were  adopted,  i.s  one 
of  the  largest  and  most  respectable  in  the 
State,  in  reference  to  territory,  population,  bu- 
siness, and  wealth.    The  population  consists, 


principally,  of  industrious,  enterprising,  and  in- 
telligent farmers,  who,  in  addition  to  their  oth- 
er interests,  are  generally,  and  some  of  them 
largely,  engaged  in  the  growing  of  wool,  an 
article  which  has  usually  commanded  a  good 
price,  and  been  a  source  of  much  profit  to 
them.  The  county,  however,  is  not  behind 
any  in  the  State,  in  the  variety  and  extent  of 
its  other  business.  The  advantages  and  facili- 
ties afforded  by  the  numerous  streams  running 
through  it,  have  invited  and  induced  the  in- 
vestment of  much  capital  in  manufactures;  and 
from  its  agricultural,  mercantile,  manufac- 
turing, and  mechanic  interests,  it  must  suffer 
great  losses  and  sacrifices,  unless  some  remedy 
is  provided  against  the  existing  embarrassments 
upon  business. 

The  documents  were  read ,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. 

Mr.  McKEAN  said  he  had  received  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  very  large  public  meeting  of  citi- 
zens of  Pennsylvania,  held  in  Philadelphia  on 
the  4th  of  the  present  month,  sustaining  the 
administration  in  its  conduct  toward  the  Unit- 
ed States  Bank,  and  in  relation  to  the  depos- 
ites. They  attributed  the  panic  in  the  country 
to  a  false  monetary  system ;  they  approved  of 
General  Jackson's  veto  on  the  land  bill,  of  the 
course  of  Governor  Wolf,  and  of  the  proposed 
National  Convention,  for  making  a  President 
and  Vice  President,  and  for  securing  the  demo- 
cracy of  the  union.  Mr.  McK.  could  give  his 
testimony  to  the  high  character  and  respecta- 
bility of  the  gentlemen  composing  that  meet- 
ing, and  he  thought  they  were  entitled  to  the 
credit  of  impartiality.  He  had  discovered  the 
names  of  gentlemen  who  had  been  dismissed 
from  office  by  this  administration.  He  would 
also  take  this  occasion  to  say,  that  he  concurred 
generally  in  the  sentiments  wliich  they  had  ex . 
pressed;  but  at  the  same  time  he  differed  from 
them  in  that  part  strictly  political,  where  they 
approved  of  the  mode  of  nominating  Govern- 
ment officers. 

The  memorial  was  read,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McKEAN  also  presented  the  proceed- 
ings and  resolutions  of  three  different  meetings 
of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Perry ,  held  in  the 
towns  of  Rye,  Wheatford,  and  Buffalo,  all  at 
different  periods,  and  of  the  same  sentiments, 
and  opposed  to  the  executive  measures  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  He  said 
they  also  had  somewhat  of  politics,  which  he 
was  sorry  to  see  ;  though  it  was  not  without  an 
example.  He  was  not  in  favor  of  all  their  sen- 
timents; but  concurred  in  their  strong  opposi- 
tion to  a  national  convention. 

These  documents  were  read,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 
Mr.  TALLMADGE   rose,  and  addressed  the 
Senate  until  the  termination  of  the  hour. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mr.  ELISHA    WHITTLESEY,  from  the 
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Committee  of  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Maximus  W.  Gilbert,  which  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

Mr.  ELISHA  WHITTLESEY,  from  the 
same  committee,  to  which  was  referred  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  entitled 
"An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Peregrine  Gardner," 
reported  the  non-concurrence  of  the  committee 
on  said  amendment.  The  said  amendment  was 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  Bruce. 

Mr.  GALBRAITH ,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  Aaron  Hubbell,  which 
was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CARR, 
The  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  was 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
case  of  William  C.  Hazard,  which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL, 
The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  case  of  James  Lafoy ,  which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

BILLS    FROM    THE     SENATE    OF  THE 
FOLLOWING  TITLES: 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Haggerty  and 
David  Austen; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peleg  Spencer; 
Which  were   severally  read  the  third  time, 
with  an  amendment  to  each,  and  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate  requested  to  said  amend- 
ments. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Noah  Staley; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Hone  8c  Sons; 
An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary   of  the 
Treasury  to  compromise  the  claims  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  against  the   late  firm  of  Minturn  & 
Champlin,  and  their  securities; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Kimberlin; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  heirs 
of  Felix  St.  Vrian; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Georga  Staley; 
Which  were,  severally,  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

ENGROSSED  BILLS   OF   THE  FOLLOW- 
ING TITLES: 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  Bowen; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  K.  Paulding; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Haslet; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  W.   Worm- 
staad,  of  Marblehead,  master  and  owner  of  the 
schooner  Sully,  and  the  erew  of  said  vessel; 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the 
claim  of  Mary  O.  Sullivan; 

An  act  to  refund  certain  owners  of  the 
schooner  Joseph  and  Mary,  the  sum  paid  into 
the  Treasury  by  reason  of  the  condemnation 
of  said  vessel; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  D.  Walker; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  J.  Robi- 
aon; 

An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs  at  law  of 
the  representatives  of  William  G.  Christopher, 
deceased; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Doliber, 


and  others,  owners  and  heirs  of  the  crew  of  the 
schooner  Mary  and  Hannah; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  James  Brown; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benedict,  Alfred,  and 
Robert  Brush; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Crocker 
Sampson,  deceased; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Whitney; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  O'Neal; 
Which  were,  severally,  read  the  third  time 
and  passed,  and  the   concurrence  of  the  Se- 
nate requested  thereto. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Walton 
and  John  J.  De  Graff  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  bill 
was  postponed  until  Saturday,  the  22d  March, 
instant. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  Act 
to  change  the  times  for  commencing  the  Ses- 
sions of  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
District  of  Delaware,"  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  order  of  the  day,  which  was  for  private 
business,  was  suspended,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Polk,  and  the  House  took  up 

THE  ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
The  claim  providing  to  allow  to  Surgeon 
Beaumont,  of  the  United  States'  Army,  the  sum 
of  $1,825,  for  his  services  in  making  experi- 
ments upon  a  wounded  soldier,  as  to  the  action 
of  the  gastric  juice,  was  discussed  at  great 
length. 

The  debate  was  participated  in  by  Messrs. 
Hall,  Fillmore,  Casibreleng,  Wayne,  Har- 
din, Chilton,  Sutherland,  Mann,  of  N-  Y., 
Beardsley,  Jones,  of  Ga.,  Coffee,  Everett, 
of  Vt,  Cage,  Schlet,  and  Brown. 

The  proposition  was,  finally,  decided  in  the 
negative,  ayes  56,  noes  129. 

The  other  amendments  passed  in  the  com- 
mittee were  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
The  House  then  adjourned. 


Saturday,  15th  March,  1834. 

The  Senate  did  not  sit  to-day. 
HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr.  BEALE,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  a  bill  granting  pensions  to 
Beverly  Roy,  Parson  Smith,  and  David  Clapp; 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  CHINN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis 
trict  of  Columbia,  reported  amendments  to  the 
bill  authorizing  the  construction  of  a  bridge 
across  the  Potomac,  and  repealing  all  acts  alrea- 
dy passed  in  relation  thereto;  which  amendments 
were  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  which  said  bill  is  committed. 

Mr.  FELDER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims,  reported  unfavorably  on  the 
petition  of  Celah  Handy  and  others,  heirs  at  law 
of  Peter  Handy,  deceased  ;  also,  on  the  petition 
ofWm.  McCreary. 

Mr.  BEALE,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  unfavorably  on  the  case  of 
Philip  Taber. 
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Mr.  DUTEE  J.  PEARCE,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  reported  unfavorably  on 
the  petition  of  Christopher  T.  Bayley. 

Mr.  McINTIRE,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  unfavorably  on  the  petition  of 
William  Eudus. 

All  which  unfavorable  reports  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  WARDWELL,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Peter  Tripplett ;  which  was  twice  read 
and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs,  was  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  cases  of  Benjamin 
Hewit  and  G.  Y.  Byer;  which  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARPER  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, the  Committee  of  Commerce  was  dischar- 
ged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  case  of 
Eliphalet  Y.  Sabina  ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  moved  the  suspension  of  the 
rules  of  the  House,  in  order  to  take  up  a  joint 
resolution  relative  to  the  purchase  of  certain 
books,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was,  on  an  amendment  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  purchase  of  ad 
ditional  copies  of  Gales  and  Seaton's  Register 
of  Debates  for  those  members  who  had  not  been 
members  of  the  last  Congress. 

Mr.  FOSTER  contended  against  the  form  of 
the  resolution,  and  moved  that  it  be  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  with  instruc- 
tions. 

Mr.  J.  a.  ADAMS  preferred  a  bill  to  a  joint 
resolution,  the  former  being  the  only  constitu- 
tional mode  by  which  money  should  be  appro- 
priated. 

After  some  conversation  on  a  point  of  order, 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  then  proposed  an  amendment 
to  furnish  new  members  with  the  nine  volumes 
of  the  Register  of  Debates,  and  the  old  members 
with  the  concluding  volume. 

Mr.  J.  Q..  ADAMS  opposed  it  on  the  ground 
of  its  being  an  appropriation  not  proposed  in  the 
manner  directed  by  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  proposed  to  strike  out  the 
word  "appropriation." 

Messrs.  FOSTER,  POLK,  PARKER,  PINCK- 
NEY,  CHILTON,  BROWN.of  New  York,  and 
MANN,  of  New  York,  opposed  the  motion  ;  and 
it  was  supported  by  Messrs.  BARRINGER, 
WAYNE,  JARVIS,  VINTON,  SPEIGHT, 
WISE,  and  LANE. 

Mr.PINCKNEY  proposed  an  indefinite  post- 
ponement. 

After  a  lengthy  and  desultory  discussion,  the 
motion  was  decided  in  the  negative — Aves  SO, 
Nays  115. 

The  resolution,  as  amended  by  Mr.  Speight, 
was  then  put  and  agreed  to,  and 
The  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  March   17th,  1834. 
SENATE. 
Mr.  P.OINDEXTER,  on  leave,  according  to 


previous  notice,  introduced  a  resolution  author- 
izing the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  to  em- 
ploy a  clerk  to  record  the  proceedings  and  evi- 
dence in  regard  to  frauds  on  the  public  lands; 
read  twice  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
third  time. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  a  memo- 
rial  from  citizens  of  Shenandoah  county,  Va. 
which  was  read,  and  it  fully  approved  of  the 
course  of  the  Executive  in  removing  and  with- 
holding the  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  it  was  opposed  to  the  charter  of  a 
Bank  of  the  United  States;  it  declared  that  An- 
drew Jackson  had  shown  himself  worthy  of  the 
place  which  he  occupied;  it  expressed  the  hope 
that  the  late  Virginia  Senator,  of  commanding 
talents  and  great  moral  worth,  would  be  restored 
to  the  place  which  he  had  resigned;  it  also  ex- 
pressed entire  confidence  in  James  H.  Beall,their 
representative  in  Congress. 

Mr.  TYLER  said  he  would  move  that  the  me- 
morial be  printed  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance;  he  desired  also  to  say  that  if  the 
citizens  of  his  own  State  would  commit  their  pe- 
titions to  their  representatives  in  the  Senate  they 
would  take  great  pleasure  in  making  known 
their  sentiments  without  regard  to  political  prin- 
ciples; it  would  give  him  great  pleasure  to  per- 
form that  duty. 

He  had  not  been  advised  in  this  case,  of  the 
purpose  of  the  petitioners;  but  he  would  say,that 
the  people  of  Shenandoah  had  been  whigs  from 
the  commencement  of  the  revolution.  In  that 
struggle  they  were  by  the  side  of  ihose  who  bled 
for  their  country;  and  after  that,  when  the  glori- 
ous revolution  had  been  consummated,they  objec- 
ted to  the  name  of  their  county,  because  it  was 
named  after  lord  Dunmore;  the  last  royal  Gov- 
ernor of  Virginia.  They  were  not  contented 
A'ith  this  name,  and  they  gave  it  the  name  whick 
it  at  present  bears,  from  the  noble  rivei  which 
waters  their  soil.  In  the  great  contest  which 
brought  Jefferson  into  power,  they  were  his  ad- 
vocates; and  on  the  score  of  reputation  in  their 
anterior  history,  no  man  could  question  its  h'gh 
character  ;  and  certainly  he  would  not  do  so. — 
But  it  was  his  misfortune  to  be  interested  in  sub- 
jects, on  which  he  viewed  things  with  different 
eyes  from  these  citizens  of  Shenandoah;  but  still 
he  was  under  the  impression  that  if  they  had  the 
•ame  oppoitunity  of  knowing  them  which  he 
had,  this  difference  would  not  exist. 

He  could  render  his  most  cordial  concurrence 
to  some  of  the  resolutions;  he  agreed  with  them 
in  regard  to  the  constitutionality  of  Bank  of 
the  United  States;  but  it  was  his  misfortune  to 
differ  with  them  in  regard  to  Executive  assump- 
tion. H  e  was  entirely  with  them  as  to  the  bank; 
but  while  they  opposed  improper  legislative 
power,  he  stepped  beyond  them,  and  opposed 
also  the  assumption  of  executive   power. 

Mr.  TYLER  moved  that  the  memorial  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  print- 
ed; and  it  was  so  ordered. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  also  presented  the 
proceedings  and  resolutions  of  a  meeting  of  the 
citizens  of  York  county,  Penn. 
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These  documents  were  read,  and  they  mani-  J 
fested  a  bitter  opposition  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States;  they  declared  that  it  was  wag- 
ing an  unjustifiable  war  with  the  people  and 
their  Government ;  that  it  was  a  dangerous 
power,  and  was  producing  the  present  great 
calamity,  under  which  the  country  was  suffer- 
ing; that  the  State  banks  were  trembling  before 
the  man  who  had  sworn  that  he  could  crush 
them  in  a  moment;  that  General  Jackson  was  a 
patriot,  and  his  opposition  to  the  bank  arose 
from  pure  and  honorable  motives ;  that  they 
approved  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and 
the  press  ire  in  the  money  market  was  owing 
to  the  bank  and  its  friends;  that  the  bank  had 
used  its  money  to  hire  supporters;  many  of 
whom  it  had  thus  obtained,  in  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  where  able  and  distinguished  patri- 
ots were  its  advocates ;  and  that  as  the  bank 
had  caused  the  distress,  the  people  ought  to 
apply  to  it  for  relief. 

These  documents  farther  stated,  that  they 
were  adopted  by  the  meeting  unanimously, 
with  the  exception  of  some  eight  or  ten  disor- 
derly persons,  who  had  come  to  disturb  the 
meeting  with  their  "yells." 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  this  memorial  had 
come  before  Congress  with  the  annunciation  of 
very  weighty  and  excellent  maxims;  one  of 
which  was  at  the  head  of  the  paper,  "  Truth  is 
mighty  and  will  prevail."  There  was  a  double 
import  which  might  be  attached  to  this  proverb, 
and  they  might  have  been  guilty  of  the  error 
of  authenticating  a  very  slippery  maxim,  and 
of  turning  it  to  a  prediction  very  soon  to  be  re- 
ferred to  their  own  case. 

Mr.  W.  had  been  requested  to  say  that 
wrong  information  had  been  given  as  to  occur- 
rences in  York  county,  and  he  had  a  paper  in 
the  form  of  a  protest  signed  by  some  fifty  or 
sixty  names,  some  of  which  were  well  known 
to  one  of  the  Senators  from  Penn.,  (Mr.  Mc- 
Keaic,)  and  in  regard  to  the  facts  stated,  he 
wished  the  paper  might  be  read.  The  Sena- 
tor was  acquainted  with  Mr.  Mcllvaine,  Mr 
Lowmaster,  Col.  Colvin,  and  others.  Tho  Se- 
nate had  heard  it  said,  that  the  resolutions  were 
passed  unanimously,  with  the  exception  of 
some  cries  of  dissent, — "yells,"  they  were  call- 
ed, which  were  made  to  disturb  the  harmony 
of  the  meeting.  These  gentlemen  who  signed 
the  protest,  stated  to  Congress,  that  they  were 
at  the  meeting,  and  that  ihe  proceedings  and 
resolutions  were  put  to  the  vote,  and  lost  by  a 
majority  of  more  than  three  to  one. 

They  stated  that  the  resolutions  professed  to 
state  matters  of  fact,  which  were  not  fact  at  all, 
and  that  they  expressed  neither  the  sentiments 
of  the  people  of  the  county  of  York,  nor  of  the 
people  who  were  at  the  meeting.  He  asked 
that  the  protest  might  be  read  and  referred. 
He  had  also  a  letter  affirming  the  same  facts, 
from  a  very  respectable  gentleman,  from  which 
he  would  ask  the  Secretary  to  read  an  extract 
or  two. 

If  this  was  a  specimen  of  that  statement 
which  memorials  made,  which  sanctioned  the 
measures  of  the  Executive,  Mr.  W.  thought 


they  all  well-deserved  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate.  He  had,  also,  another  letter  on  the 
same  subject,  which  he  would  not  ask  the  Se- 
cretary to  read,  or  the  Senate  to  print,  but  it 
closed  with  the  remark,  that,  in  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania,  there  were  administra- 
tion men  enough  changed,  if  they  would  tiay 
changed.  He  thought,  to  the  d  scomfiture  of 
these  memorialists,  'truth  was  mighty  and  did 
prevail." 

The  documents  were  then  read« 

Mr.  McKEAN  asked  for  the  reading  of  the 
names,  but  when  most  of  them  were  read, 
he  remarked,  that  they  were  "hard  names," 
and  the  rest  of  them  might  be  omitted. 

Mr.  M«KEAN  said,  having  been  referred  to 
by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  in  regard 
to  this  meeting  and  the  protest,  he  could  only 
say,  that  he  had  received  no  communication 
whatever  respectingthem;  he  was  honored  with 
the  confidence  of  the  gentlemen  of  either  party; 
but,  so  fair  as  he  was  acquainted  with  the  gentle- 
men whose  names  he  had  heard  read,  they 
were  respectable.  He  was  not  surprised  that 
there  were  some  symptoms  of  excitement  in 
the  country. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  rose,  and  objected  to 
the  motion  of  the  hen  rable  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania. He  regretted,  at  any  time,  to  be 
compelled, from  a  sense  of  duty,  to  urge  objec- 
tions against  the  reception  and  reference  of  pe- 
titions and  memorial;,  or  other  papers,  which 
might  be  addressed  by  a  portion  of  the  Ameri- 
can people  to  the  Senate.  But,  >a:d  he,  how- 
ever painful  the  performance  of  such  a  duty  may 
be,  I  feel  bound  to  state,  that,  in  my  judgment, 
the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  of  a  part  of  the 
citizens  of  York,  p'esented  to  the  Senate  this 
morning  by  the  Chair,  contain  expres-ions  so 
veiy  ind  cent  and  offensive  throughout,  that 
they  are  not  entitled  to  the  considera'ion  which 
'he  Consi  ution  secure  -  to  petitions  for  redress 
of  grievances,  or  the  expression  of  •pinion,  on 
public  matters  couched  in  language  respectful 
to  tlte  body  to  which  they  maybe  presented. 
Sir,  it  is  difficult  to  say  whe'her  these  proceed- 
ngs  of  the  people  of  York  are  more  remarkable 
foi  the  ignorance  or  iii8<>hnce  which  they  di-play; 
they  are  c  rtaiuly  not  deficient  in  either  of  th-te 
characteristics.  There  is  scarcely  a  sent*  nee, 
either  in  the  preamble  or  resolutions,  having 
even  the  semblance  of  truth;  and  yet  they  have 
had  the  unblushing  effrontery  to  transmit  their 
calumnies  to  the  Vick  Prssidbkt,  whose  pecu- 
liar duty  it  is  to  preserve  the  decorum  of  debate 
and  the  dignity  of  this  body,  through  which 
higU  and  responsible  channel  they  have  been 
thrown  before  the  Senate,  and  read  at  the  table 
of  the  Secretary.  Sir,  I  was  utterly  as  o<  nded 
at  the  bare  reading  of  this  paper;  but  I  c<><  tr ss 
my  astonishment  was  still  greater,  when,  on  a 
careful  examination  of  the  paper,  I  disc  overed 
that  a  material  part  of  the  preamble  hail  been 
defaced  by  running  the  pen  over  and  aiound  it. 
By  whom  this  act  was  done  I  know  not;  but  I 
must  be  allowed  to  say,  that,  if  a  paper  so  mu- 
tilated had  been  put  into  my  hands,  I  should 
certainly  never  have  presented  it  to  the  Senate, 
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without  clear  and  satisfactory  evidence  that  the 
obliteration  was  made  by  the  authority  of  those 
from  whom  I  had  received  it.  I  should  have 
^elt  it  my  duty  to  state  the  fact,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  the  Senate,  lest  it  might  be  inferred, 
hereafter,  that  I  had  changed  the  character  of 
the  paper  without  any  authority  whatever  to 
do  so. 

1  hope  it  may  appear  that  no  improper  means 
have  been  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  cleans- 
ing those  proceedings  of  some  part  of  the  filth 
which  disfigure  and  disgrace  them.  Be  that  as 
it  may,  there  are  other  passages  in  the  paper 
which  render  it  unfit  to  remain  on  the  files  of 
the  Senate.  It  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  have 
been  indignantly  returned  from  whence  it  came, 
as  a  just  rebuke  for  such  an  abuse,  so  unjustifi- 
ably made  of  a  sacred  constitutional  privilege. 
Other  views  have  been  taken  of  this  matter  by 
those  to  whose  custody  the  paper  has  been  en- 
trusted, and  it  is  now  before  us,  on  a  motion  to 
print  and  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
I  cannot  yield  my  assent  to  this  proposition;  1st. 
because  both  the  preamble  and  resolutions  con- 
tain a  gross,  palpable,  and  malicious  libel  on  the 
members  of  both  Houses  of  Congress  generally, 
and  a  member  of  this  body,  whose  name  is  par- 
ticularly mentioned. 

2d.  Because  the  entire  proceedings  are  com- 
municated  in  language  highly  unbecoming,  and 
disrespectful  to  both  Houses  of  Congress. 

3d.  Because  a  material  part  of  the  preamble 
l»as  been  obliterated,  and  there  is  no  evidence 
that  this  was  done  by  the  persons  who  were  ap- 
pointed to  sign  and  transmit  it  to  Congress;  and 
therefore  it  is  not  the  same  paper  which  was 
read  to,  and  adopted  by,  the  p  ople  of  York. 

I  have  another  objection  to  taking  the  usual 
order  on  those  proceedings.  They  are  not  sign- 
ed in  the  hand-writing  of  any  one;  they  appear 
to  have  been  cut  from  the  columns  of  some 
newspaper.  The  names  of  the  President, 
Vice  Presidents  and  Secretaries,  are  printed, 
and  therefore,  no  responsibility  rests  on  them, 
for  the  libellous  matter  which  they  contain;  nor 
is  there  in  them  any  security  against  the  forge- 
ry of  either  of  those  mmes.  I  beg  leave  to 
read  a  single  sentence  in  the  preamble,  which 
stamps  the  reckless  character  of  the  political 
p  .rtisans  by  whom  it  was  drawn.  This  sen 
tence  if  it  stood  alone  would  be  sufficient  with 
me  to  refuse  to  pay  the  usual  respect,  or  any 
respect  at  all,  to  the  proceedings  of  this  meet- 
ing. Not  content  with  fulminating  the  disgust- 
ing epithets,  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  pen- 
sioned presses  of  this  administration,  they  add 
to  these  the  charge  of  bribery  and  corruption 
qn  tl)e  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  in  the  following  words,  the  im- 
port and  design  of  which  no  one  can  mistake. 

"And  who  are  the  men  that  would  thus  sell 
us,  (bo  !y  and  soul  if  they  could)  into  a  slavery 
so  foul,  so  debasing?  Look  into  the  ranks  ar- 
rayed on  the  side  of  the  bank,  and  there  you 
will  find  them  By  loans  and  accommodations, 
(how  convenient  the  terms,)  it  has  enlisted  in 
its  service,  some  of  the  most  eminent  lawyers, 
many  of  the  most  influential  presses,  with  a 


host  of  the  purest  patriots  in  both  Houses  of 
Congress.  Are  such  men  fit  guardians  of  the 
liberties  of  our  country?"  This  infamous  in- 
sinuation, implicating  the  members  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  in  the  charge  of  corruptly 
accepting  bank  accommodations,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  support  which  they  give  that  institu- 
tion, in  the  Legislative  halls,  is  offeree!  for  our 
acceptance,  by  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Se- 
nate, and  we  are  gravely  asked  to  promulgate 
it  to  the  American  people,  under  our  sanction! 
These  pliant  tools  of  the  junto,  who  surround, 
the  Chief  Magistrate,  were  not  willing  to  leave 
this  matter  on  the  footing  of  a  mere  inuendo. 
But  the  base  calumny  is  again  repeated  in  one 
of  the  resolutions,  said  to  have  been  agreed  to 
by  the  meeting.  That  no  doubt  might  remain 
of  the  sense  in  which  they  wished  to  be  under- 
stood, they  resolve,  "that  an  institution  that 
would  offer  a  price  for  Senators,  Representatives, 
and  editors  of  papers,  in  the  shape  of  facilities, 
loans,  accommodations,  and  fees,  would  not 
heskate  to  sell  the  people."  Thus  the  foul 
libel  is  carried  out  in  the  most  formal  manner, 
that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  actually 
purchased  support  in  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  by  bribing  and  corrupting  the 
members  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

Sir,  is  it  possible,  that  such  insult  and  indig- 
nity, offered  to  the  American  Senate,  will  be 
endured?  Shall  we  patiently  sit  here,  and  lis- 
ten to  falsehood  and  vituperation,  impudently 
laid  before  us,  with  all  the  solemnity  of  memo- 
rials and  petitions  for  a  redress  of  grievance*? 
Shall  we  receive  this  half  sheet  of  a  pensioned 
newspaper,  without  any  known  signature,  as 
authentic,  and  deem  it  worthy  of  a  place  among 
the  archives  of  the  Senate?  Sir,  these  are 
strange  times,  in  which  we  live ,  and  strange 
scenes  are  continually  rising  up  before  us, 
hitherto  unknown  in  our  political  history.  Ev- 
ery man  who  values  his  liberty,  ought  in  such  a 
crisis  to  bring  all  his  energies,  nerved  by  con- 
scious integrity  and  patriotism,  into  action, 
against  the  corrupting  influences  of  power  and 
patronage,  which  are  seen  and  felt  throughout 
our  country. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  P.  the  most  extraordinary 
part  of  this  whole  proceeding,  is  the  mutilated 
paragraph  which  contains  a  gross  and  palpable 
libel  on  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts,  now  in  his  seat. 

[Mr.  Webster  said:  read  it,  sir,  and  let  us 
see  what  it  is.] 

Mr.  Poindexter  asked,  who,  made  this  mu- 
tiliatian  ?  It  is  an  important  inquiry,  'which 
ought  to  be  distinctly  answered.  If  it  is  left  un-i 
explained;  I  cannot  regard  the  transaction  as 
very  creditable  to  the  individual  who  presented 
the  paper.  Without  the  permission  of  the 
hon.  Senator  of  Massachusetts,  I  should  not 
have  tresspassed  on  the  sensibdity  of  the  Sen- 
ate, so  far  as  to  have  read  this  vulgar  and  offen- 
sive paragraph,  but  with  his  assent,  I  proceed 
to  read  it.  The  mutilated  part  of  the  pream- 
ble is  in  these  words: 

"One  word  in  conclusion.  Daniel  Webster, 
now  a  Senator,  and  a,  champion  of  the  bank, 
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was,  at  its  creation,  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives.  Then  the  bank  was  not 
his  client,  and  he  was  opposed  to  it  $|His  un- 
biased opinion,  as  a  Representative  of  the  peo- 
ple, was  in  direct  opposition  to  what  he  now 
holds;  but  'now  he  is  concerned  for  the  bank,' 
(in  legal  phraseology,)  and  no  doubt  fiads  it 
a  good  fat  client,  as  it  has  already  disposed  of 
more  than  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  the  shape  ot 
fees.  In  1816  he  was  alarmed  at  the  dangerous 
powers  such  an  institution  could  make  its  own, 
and  he  raised  his  voice  for  a  sounder  currency 
than  mere  'promises  to  pay,'  with  nothing 
wherewith  to  fulfil  such  promises.  He  then 
said,  'Gold  and  silver  currency  was  the  law  of 
the  land  at  home,  and  the  law  of  the  world 
abroad,  and  that,  in  the  present  state  of  the 
world,  there  could  be  no  other  currency.' '' 

The  attempt  to  expunge  this  vile  stuff  from 
the  paper,  does  not  in  the  least,  change  its 
character;  it  furnishes  the  most  ample  evidence 
of  the  meaning  of  those  sentences  which  im- 
pute bribery  and  corruption,  in  general  phrases 
to  the  members  of  this  body.  The  calumny 
will  fall  harmless  at  the  feet  of  the  honorable 
gentleman,  whose  purity  it  assails,  but  it  is 
difficult  to  conceive  a  more  gross  and  deliber 
ate  insult  to  the  Senate;  and  still  more  painful 
and  humiliating  to  dwell  on  the  means  employ- 
ed to  introduce  it  to  the  notice  of  the  body,  on 
which  the  libel  was  intended  to  operate,  and 
bring  into  contempt  and  disrespect,  among  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  Sir,  it  is  high 
time  for  the  Senate  to  take  care  of  its  own 
dignity,  assailed,  as  it  is,  with  perpetual  calum- 
nies by  the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  the  misera- 
ble panders  of  detraction,  who  are  daily 
around  him.  This  preamble  and  resolutions 
have  a  strong  family  likeness  to  expressions 
which  have  been  ascribed  to  the  President, 
in  reference  to  the  corrupt  influence  of  the 
bank  on  honorable  members  of  this,  and 
the  other  House  of  Congress.  We  often 
find,  substantially,  the  same  language  in 
the  official  journal,  conducted  under  the  eye  of 
the  President,  and  superintended  by  individuals 
holding  offices  of  profit  at  his  will  and  pleas- 
ure. I  cannot  undertake  to  vouch  for  the  fact, 
but  I  think  it  highly  probable,  that  this  paper 
was  concocted  in  this  city  by  the  cabal  to 
whom  I  have  referred,  and  forwarded,  to  one 
of  the  faithful  in  York,  for  the  edification  and 
instruction  of  the  good  people  in  that  respect- 
ble  District  of  Pennsylvania.  This  mode  of 
manufacturing  public  opinion  has  become  fa- 
miliar of  late,  and  constitutes  an  important  fea- 
ture in  the  political  tactics  of  the  party  who 
now  rule  the  destinies  of  the  country. 

Sir,  these  proceedings,  cut  from  the  columns 
of  a  newspaper,  having  no  responsibility,defaced 
and  mutilated,  and  grossly  libellous,  ought  not, 
and  cannot,  if  we  respect  as  we  ought,  the  high 
trust  which  has  been  confided  to  us,  be  permitted 
to  disgrace  the  files  of  the  Senate.  For  one,  I 
enter  my  most  solemn  protest  against  receiving 
the  paper,  or  taking  any  order  on  it  whatever. 
Let  it  be  thrown  among  the  great  mass  of  fabri- 
cation and  falsehood,  which  it  suits  the  purpose 


of  the  administration  to  disseminate  against  this 
body,  because  it  cannot  be  moulded  to  the  pur- 
poses Jof  power  or  corruption,  and  it  will  find 
its  condemnation  in  the  frowns  of  every  impar- 
tial, intelligent  man  in  the  community. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.in  reply  to  an  inquiry 
from  Mr.  Preston,  here  stated  that  the  document 
had  come  into  his  possession  accompanied  by  a  let- 
ter requesting  its  presentation  ;  but  having  con- 
sidered the  language  of  a  part  of  it  as  extremely 
objectionable,  he  had  handed  it  to  the  Senators 
from  Pennsylvania,  with  a  suggestion  to  strike 
out  the  improper  paragraphs. 

Mr.  PRESTON  :  Did  this  take  place  after  it 
was  in  possession  of  the  Chair  ? 

The  CHAIR  was  understood  to  reply  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  was  informed  by 
some  friends  connected  with  York  county,  that 
this  document  had  been  got  up  ;  he  had  been  also 
told  that  it  did  not  apeak  the  sense  of  the  meet- 
ing ;  and  that  evidence  to  that  effect  would  be 
sent  to  him  for  presentation  to  the  Senate.  He 
also  knew  that  it  contained  scandulous  matter 
relative  to  himself.  On  receiving  this  informa- 
tion he  had  expressed  what  he  felt,  namely,  a 
great  reluctance  to  present  the  papers  which  he 
was  told  would  be  sent  to  him  ;  he  had  always 
thought  it  best  to  take  no  notice  of  such  ridicu- 
lous accusations.  He  had  consented,  however, 
at  last,  to  receive  and  offer  the  protest  wheh  had 
been  read  to  the  Senate ;  he  considered  it  in 
some  measure  necessary,  that  a  refutation  to  the 
York  county  petition  should  be  given,  for  that 
part  of  the  county  was  miserably  represented,  and 
this  was  a  "  miserable"  petition.  He  felt  bound 
to  say  that  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Senate 
had  told  him  that  one  of  the  resolutions  con- 
contained  matter  which  was  personally  offensive  to 
him,  (Mr.  W.)  and  had  replied,  that  he  was 
aware  of  the  fact,  but  was  indifferent  as  to  whe- 
ther it  was  read  or  not.  The  presiding  officer 
then  said  it  would  be  improper  to  present  it  to 
the  Senate  unless  the  improper  language  was 
stricken  out.  He  (Mr.  W.)  would  say  that  the 
resolutions  were  obnoxious  to  all  the  charges 
which  had  been  made  against  them  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Mississippi.  They  imputed  bribery 
and  corruption.  He  would  move  to  lay  them 
upon  the  table  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
Senators  from  Pennsylvania  to  examine  the 
matter  and  take  such  steps  as  they  might  think 
fit 

Mr.  PRESTON  said  he  was  unwilling  to  let 
this  matter  pass  without  expressing  his  astonish- 
ment at  the  infringement  which  he  heard  proposed 
upon  the  right  of  petition.  He  did  not  think  in- 
terference could  be  permitted  in  this  case  without 
its  being  followed  up  upon  other  occasions  ;  if  a 
part  of  a  petition  were  stricken  out,  alnost  the 
whole  of  it  might  be  removed  upon  the  same 
grounds.  If  this  were  permitted,  the  presiding 
officer  might  strike  out  hereafter  any  thing  in 
petitions  which  he  might  not  happen  to  like.  He 
(Mr.  P.)  protested  against  any  officer  daring 
thus  to  interfere  with  a  petition. 

Mr.  WILKINS  said,  he  owed  it  to  himself, 
and  to  the  presiding  officer,  to  explain  the  cir- 
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cumstances  underwhich  he  had  taken  the  liber- 
ty to  strike  out  the  paragraphs  in  question. 
On  coming1  into  the  Senate  chamber  that  morn- 
ing, just  before  the  Senate  was  called  to  order, 
the  paper  was  put  into  his  hands  by  the  chair, 
with  some  suggestions  as  to  the  difficulty  and 
impropriety  of  presenting  to  the  Senate  a  paper 
containing  language  so  offensive  with  regard 
to  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts.  The  chair 
recommended  that  he  (Mr.  W.)  should  consult 
with  his  colleague,  and  come  to  a  determination 
as  to  whether  they  were  authorized  to  strike 
out  the  objectionable  matter.  The  very  diffi- 
culty which  had  just  been  alluded  to  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  had  oc- 
curred to  his  ( Mr.  W's.)  mind;  the  question  had 
presented  itself  as  to  how  far  they  had  a  right  to 
alter  a  petition  or  memorial  which  their  con- 
stituents had  sent  to  them  for  presentation? 
The  paragraphs,  however,  alluding  to  an  hon- 
orable Senator  on  that  floor,  were  of  so  offen- 
sive a  nature  that  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  said  to  his 
colleague  (Gen.  McKean)— "if  you  will  be  re- 
sponsible with  me,  I  will  strike  them  out?"  He 
.would  have  stricken  out  the  other  paragraphs 
which  had  been  alluded  to  by  the  Senator  from 
'  Mississippi,  but  had  not  had  time  to  look  over 
the  whole  paper  before  the  Senate  was  called 
to  order.  Whether  himself  and  colleague  had 
committed  an  error  in  acting  as  thev  had  done, 
he  was  unable  to  say.  Great  doubt  had  existed 
in  their  minds  upon  the  subject.  He  could 
only  say,  however,  that  they  had  been  actuated 
solely  by  feelings  of  delicacy  towards  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Massachusetts  They  could 
have  no  improper  motives,  and  did  not  think 
they  had  in  any  way  altered  what  the  people  of 
York  county  were  desirous  of  having  presented 
to  th«  Senate.  The  paragraphs  which  had 
been  struck  out,  were  of  an  isolated  character 
—had  no  bearing  upon  the  great  question  (the 
removal  of  the  deposites)  upon  which  it  had 
been  the  object  of  the  people  of  York  county 
to  express  their  sentiments.  There  were  other 
paragraphs  which  he  was  willing  to  admit 
ought  not  to  have  been  in  the  paper.  [Mr.  W. 
here  read  those  parts  of  the  memorial  which 
charged  the  bank  with  having  bought  the  inter- 
ests of  Senators  and  that  of  editors  of  news- 
papers.] He  would  have  taken  the  same  liber- 
ty with  these  if  he  had  seen  them.  There  was 
no  doubt  however  of  the  respectability  of  the 
gentlemen  who  had  sent  these  proceedings  to 
the  presiding  officer;  one  of  the  signers  if  the 
letters  accompanying  the  document  was  Adam 
King,  formerly  a  member  of  the  other  House. 
He  (Mr.  W.)  had  one  excuse  for  the  people 
of  York  county.  The  Senate  knew  the  state 
of  excitement  which  existed  upon  this  great 
question— this  question  which  came  so  hom«  to 
every  man's  interest  and  feelings— and  that  it 
was  of  importance  that  public  opinion  should  be 
strongly  expressed.  Hence  the  people  of  York 
county  might  have  been  induced  to  go  too  far. 
All  were  struggling  to  get  possession  of  public 
sentiment.  This  had  been  the  cause  of  the 
question  which  had  arisen  the  other  day  in  the 
Senate  as  to  wh.ich  party  had  the  majority  at  a 


late  meeting.  He  repented  that  all  were  aim- 
ing at  the  possession  of  public  sentiment:  and 
however  the  hon.  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
might  flatter  himself  as  to  the  state  of  public 
feeling  inPennsylvania,he  (Mr.Wu.Kiws)  would 
be  quite  willing  to  leave  this  matter  to  be  de- 
cided by  that  public  feeling.  One  word  in  re- 
ference to  the  meeting  from  which  the  present 
paper  proceeded;  and  as  to  which  party  had  the 
majority.  The  room  in  which  the  meeting  took 
place  was  a  very  large  one,  capable  of  contain- 
ing 300  or  400  persons,  and  was  completely 
filled.  Now  they  had  prima  facie  evidence  that 
the  majority  was  as  had  been  stated  by  the  indi- 
viduals who  presented  the  memorial;  for  the 
officers  who  had  presided  at  the  meeting  had 
said  that  such  was  the  case.  He  had  received 
a  letter  signed  by  12  or  15  of  the  gentlemen, 
among  whom  was  Mr.  Adam  King,  which  letter 
he  would  request  might  be  read  to  the  Senate. 
[The  letter  was  here  read.]  Well,  then,  the 
officers  at  this  meeting  stated  that  the  majority 
was  in  favor  of  the  persons  who  had  forwarded 
the  petition.  But  a  protest  had  been  presented 
signed  by  53  persons,  saying  that  the  resolu- 
tions were  lost  by  a  majority  of  three  to  one. 
Now  when  fifty  three  per«ons  composed  a  ma- 
jority of  three  to  one,  of  how  many  persons 
must  the  meeting  have  consisted?  The  room 
in  which  the  meeting  was  held  would  contain 
three  or  four  hundred  persons,  was  filled,  and 
yet  the  Senate  was  told  that  fifty  three  persons 
constituted  a  majority  of  three  to  one.  The  very 
protest  showed  how  impossible  it  was  that  the 
majority  could  have  been  as  was  contended  for. 
Mr.  PRESTON  said  the  petition  which  had 
been  presented  to  the  Senate  was  not  the  peti- 
tion which  had  emanated  from  the  people  of 
York  county.  He  did  not  wish  to  interfere  be- 
tween petitioners  and  their  representatives,  but 
he  felt  bound  to  say  that  after  the  remodelling 
which  had  taken  place,  it  was  not  the  petition 
which  had  been  sent  to  the  Senate  by  the  peo- 
ple of  York  county.  What,  had  stamped  the' 
peculiar  character  of  the  petition — what  would 
have  rendered  it  unentitled  to  consideration? — 
The  foul  language  which  it  had  contained,  had 
been  expunged;  its  characteristic  trait  had  been 
struck  out;  it  had  been  made  palatable,  and  an 
attention  had  thus  been  procured  for  it  which 
it  did  not  merit,  and  which  it  would  not  other- 
wise have  received.  Sir,  said  Mr.  Preston,  it  is 
not  the  same  memorial.  The  original  document 
was  a  thing  of  a  different  character.  Senators 
may  assume,  if  they  please,  the  responsibility  of 
standing  between  their  constituents  and  the 
Senate,  but  this  memorial,  sir,  was  in  the  hands 
of  this  House,  and  this  new  character  has  been 
stamped  upon  it  while  it  was  in  possession  of 
this  House.  The  Senatorfrom  Pennsylvania, 
sir,  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  If  memorials  can 
be  changed  by  striking  out  matter,  may  they 
not  also  be  changed  by  additions?  Sir,  we  do 
live  in  times  of  excitement,  and  it  is  our  duty  to 
be  on  our  guard,  to  be  vigilant,  and  to  see  that 
no  interception  is  practised  between  the  people 
and  us.  The  petition,  sir,  was  addressed  to  us, 
and  not  the  presiding  orficer  of  this  chamber ; 
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but  it  has  been  changed,  sir,  materially  chang- 
ed. 

Mr.  P.  continued;  If  this  practice  were  per 
mitted,  it  would  open  a  door  to  abuse.  If  tint 
might  be  done  in  the  present  case,  in  what  con 
dition  would  his  constituents  be  placed  ?  They 
might  send  one  thing  to  him,  and  it  might  be 
made  another  by  the  alterations  of  the  presi- 
ding officer.  When  the  people  send  a  petition 
to  their  representatives,  and  those  represen- 
tatives chose  to  alter  its  language,  they  were 
responsible  to  their  constituents  ;  but  when  a 
petition  was  consigned  to  the  care  of  the  pre- 
siding officer,  it  was  expected  that  it  would 
reach  the  Senate  in  its  original  form.  He  should 
renew  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, to  lay  the  matter  on  the  table,  in  or- 
der that  some  proceedings  might  be  adopted 
suitable  to  such  an  important  matter. 

Mr.  CLAY  thought  it  the  duty  of  the  Senate 
to  declare  their  opinions  on  the  present  occa- 
sion,f  in  order  that  some  rule  of  conduct  might 
be  established  for  the  future.  He  agreed  with 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  that  the  pa 
per  had  lost  its  identity.  It  was  no  longer  the 
memorial  of  the  people  of  York  county,  and 
they  could  not  receive,  it  in  its  present  condi 
tion,  without  admitting  the  power  of  the  presi- 
ding officer  to  change  a  document  after  it  came 
into  his  possession .  The  conclusion  to  which 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  came,  was  cor- 
rect, that  if  the  power  to  erase  was  acknow 
ledged,  they  must  also  admit  the  power  of  ad- 
dition ;  and  if  this  could  be  done,  let  him  ask 
what  had  become  of  the  right  of  petition  ? — o 
that  sacred  and  invaluable  right  which  ought  al- 
ways to  be  preserved,  and  which  had  ever  been 
guarded  with  so  much  jealousy?  He  did  think 
it  necessary  that  the  Senate  should  give  some 
decisive  expression  of  its  feeling  upon  this  im- 
portant point.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  Se- 
nate ought  to  take  the  votes  upon  this  subject 
at  once  He  did  not  like  to  lay  the  petition  on 
the  table  ;  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  ought  not 
to  be  received  at  all.  It  had  lost  its  identity — 
was  an  altered,  and  not  a  genuine  document. 
He  should  move  not  to  receive  it. 

Mr.  KANE  was  glad  that  this  subject  was 
likely  to  receive  the  serious  attention  of  the 
Senate.  He  held  in  his  hand  petitions  which 
were  of  an  equally  offensive  character  with  that 
before  the  Senate,  and  such  petitions  had  fre- 
quently been  received.  Petitions  containing 
charges  against  the  President  and  the  presiding 
officer,  had  been  often  presented  and  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  Senate.  Some  decision  to  re- 
gulate the  matter  was  necessa.^ 

The  righi  of  petition  was  a  sacred  right  of 
the  people;  and  that  they  ought  to  be  heard  be- 
fore the  Sen  ite,  in  language  ever  so  severe,  so 
as  not  to  interfere  with  the  privileges  of  that 
body,  was  not  to  be  disputed.  What  was  the 
case  here?  There  was  a  petition  mixed  up  with 
a  paltry,  frivolous  assertion  against  an  individual 
member  of  the  Senate.  The'Vice  President 
looked  at  it;  found  a  particular  paragraph  to  be 
objectionable,  and  struck  it  out.  He  did  not 
perceive  any  impropriety  in  the  action.     The 


question  was,  was  it  to  be  presented?  The  Se- 
nators looked  at  it;  and  struck  out  what  in  their 
estimation,  ought  not  to  be  presented  to  the 
Senate.  But  the  principle  upon  which  the  gen- 
iemen  looked  at  it  was,  the  identity  of  the  pe- 
tition. He  agreed  with  him;  but  asked,  had 
the  Senate  no  right  to  correct  papers  of  that 
description  which  came  before  it?  Suppose  the 
case  of  a  petition  presented  to  a  court  of  law. 
What  would  be  the  course  pursued  there  ?  The 
course  would  be  to  expunge  ,the  objectionable 
matter,  and  then  the  petition  would  be  fit  to  be 
received. 

This  petition  must  either  be  presented  or 
withheld.  If  it  could  not  be  presented  without 
infringing  on  the  rules  of  the  body,  what  was  the 
Senate  to  do?  It  might  refuse  it,  and  that  he 
thought  would  be  the  most  dignified  mode  for 
the  Senate  to  pursue.  He  differed  from  the 
senator  from  South  Carolina  in  the  opinion  that 
when  the  paper  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Vice 
President  it  was  virtually  in  the  custody  of  the 
body. 

Mr.  KING  of  Alabama  said,  that  on  a  former 
occasion,  a  memorial  containing  language  of  a 
similar  description,  was  met  by  the  honorable 
senator  from  Mississippi,  with  a  declaration  that 
the  people  had  a  right  to  use  strong  language. 
The  Senate  was  told  on  that  occasion  that  it  was 
the  court  language.  Now  it  was  objected  to 
because  it  contained  language  which  was  offen- 
sive to  both  Houses.  He  did  not  look  upon  it 
in  that  light.  Except  that  paragraph  which 
was  stricken  out,  he  did  not  look  upon  it  at 
near  so  offensive  as  some  .other*  which  had 
been  presented  by  gentleman  on  the  floor, 
on  their  responsibility.  He  would  read  an  ex- 
tract to  remind  the  Senate  of  the  language  which 
had  been  received.  The  memorialists  were  op- 
posed to  the  administration,  and  they  thought 
proper  to  abuse  the  Government;  and  we,  said 
Mr.  K.,  were  not  opposed  to  it.  [Here  Mr.  K. 
read  an  extract  from  a  memorial  which  was  pre- 
sented last  week  from  the  tin-plate  workers, 
white-smiths,  copper-smiths,  and  others  of 
Philadelphia.]  What  would  honorable  gentle- 
men say,  when  they  had  received  that  memo- 
rial with  so  much  willingness,  although  it  con- 
tained language  which  was  calculated  to  throw 
odium  on  the  administration  and  upon  the  pre- 
siding officer  of  the  Senate?  What  was  the  pre- 
sent memorial?  A  meeting  of  cit'Zens  had 
thought  proper  to  introduce  a  set  of  resolutions 
with  a  preamble.  They  did  not  a9k  any  more 
than  the  resolutions  to  be  read.  The  preamble 
might  have  been  taken  away,  far  it  fanned  no 
part  of  the  meeting. 

With  regird  to  the  striking  out  of  &  part  of 
the  preamule,  as  it  did  not  cons' itute  any  part 
of  the  proceedings,  he  did  not  too  the  impro- 
priety of  the  act,  where  there  w^re  a.<  y  perso- 
nal remarks  calculated  to  pass  upon  ;  n  officer 
or  any  member  of  the  Senate.  The  rigtit  of 
petition  was  preserved,  and  the  petition  was 
not  mutilated  by  the  omission  of  the  part  that 
wa<!  stricken  out. 

He  did  not  agree  with  gentlemen  that  the 
memorial  being  in  the  possession  of  the  presid- 
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ing  officer  was  in  possession  of  the  Senate.  The 
rule  was,  that  who  ever  might  be  entrusted  with 
a  petition  or  a  memorial  should  look  at  the  con- 
tents. The  memorial  was  not  received  until  it 
was  read;  and  when  read.it  was  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  in  possession  of  the  body  to  which 
it  was  addressed.  With  regard  to  the  question 
whether  it  was  to  be  received,  he  read,  from 
Jefferson's  Manual  the  rule  which  directs  that 
a  member  presenting  a  memorial  shall  first  give 
a.  brief  statement  of  its  contents. 

He  was  surprised  that  the  gen1lema»  from 
South  Carolina  should  protest  with  such 
warmth  against  the  conduct  which  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident had  thought  proper  to  pursue.  It  was 
clear  that  the  preamble  formed  no  part  of  the 
resolution;  and,  if  it  contained  expressions 
which  were  offensive  or  improper,  it  ought  hot 
to  be  read.  It  was  done  with  the  kindest  in- 
tention. Where  was  the  extraordinary  disposi- 
tion to  strike  out  and  fill  up  on  such  occasions? 

Mr.  PRESTON  had  spoken  of  no  disposition. 
What  he  had  said  was,  that  if  the  precedent 
were  established,  the  same  rule  would  apply  to 
striking  out  and  inserting. 

Mr.  KING  held  that  in  this  case  nothing  was 
done  but  what  the  Vice  President  owed  to  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Massachusetts.  Nothing 
had  been  done  but  the  expunging  of  the  offen- 
sive matter  from  the  memorial,  leaving  the  sub- 
stance of  it  for  the  consideration  of  the  body. — 
He  only  entered  his  protest  against  any  attempt 
to  influence  the  public  mind  with  an  idea  of  an 
inclination  of  changing  or  adding  to  any  memo- 
rial which  might  be  presented  to  the  House. — 
There  was  no  more  done  by  the  act  of  striking 
out,  than  it  would  be  the  duty  of  any  Senator 
to  whom  it  might  have  been  entrusted. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  owed  it,  in  justice  to  himself, 
to  make  a  short  statement.  A  memorial  was 
lately  transmitted  from  Warren  county,  New 
York,  to  an  honorable  Senator,  with  a  request 
that  he  would  present  it.  The  hon.  Senator 
found  in  it  a  paragraph  disrespectful  to  himself, 
(Mr.  W.)  and  handed  it  to  a  member  of  the 
other  House,  stating  that  he  did  not  like  to  take 
the  liberty  of  striking  out  the  paragraph,  but  he 
would  not  present  it  otherwise .  The  paragraph 
was  stricken  out,  and  the  memorial  was  so  pre- 
sented, received,  and  printed.  He  had  related 
this  circumstance  of  embarrassment  concerning 
a  memorial  from  his  State,  because  he  thought  it 
due  to  him  (the  Vice  President.)  He  wonder- 
ed that  the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina did  not  understand  that  a  paper  transmitted 
to  him  (the  Vice  President)  was  no  more  in 
possession  of  the  body  until  it  was  received  than 
if  it  had  been  transmitted  to  him,  (Mr.  W.)  or 
any  other  member. 

Mr.  LEIGH  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama, in  order  to  show  that  the  Senate  ought  not 
to  object  to  the  present  memorial,  had  attempted 
to  show  that  others  as  objectionable  had  been 
presented,  and  read  a  part  of  one  wherein  the 
Magician  and  the  Kitchen  Cabinet  were  named. 
He  would  beg  to  ask  the  gentleman  whom  he 
understood  by  the  Magician? 

Mr.  KING  would  say  to  the  gentleman  from 


Virginia,  that  he  had  an  objection  to  scullions  o' 
every  description. 

Mr.  LEIGH  asked  whom  the  gentleman  un- 
derstood to  be  pointed  out  by  the  term  magician? 

Mr.  KING  said  that  it  was  known  that  those 
who  used  the  term  magician  meant  to  signify 
that  the  President  was  meanly  subservient  to  the 
influence  of  certain  politicians .  By  the  Kitchen 
Cabinet,  he  believed  it  was  meant  that  the  Pre- 
sident was  under  the  influence  of  a  particular 
faction. 

Mr.  LEIGH  knew  very  well  who  was  meant 
by  the  term;  and  if  any  memorial  was  presented 
containing  any  disrespectful  language  towards 
the  Vice  President,  he  would  not  have  it  re- 
ceived. While  he  held  the  complete  right  of  pe- 
tition, yet  such  language  was  illegal,  unwise,  un- 
c  institutional,  and  ought  not  to  be  read.  He 
would  be  sorry  to  see  a  memorial  impeaching  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  If  such  a  one 
were  presented  he  would  defend  him.  Ha  un- 
derstood the  rule  to  be  to  reject  sueh  as  contain- 
ed disrespectful  language  towards  the  House 
and  its  members;  but  he  would  reject  any  that 
contained  disrespectful  language  towards  the 
President. 

In  1824,  the  rule  of  the,House  was  first  to  read 
a  memorial.  What  was  the  rule  made  for?  That 
the  House  might  judge  of  the  propriety  of  receiv- 
ing it.  He  did  not  know  what  the  rule  of  that 
Heuse  (the  Senate)  was,  but  in  the  House  of 
Lords  and  House  of  Commons  of  England,  and 
in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  respectful  lan- 
guage was  required,  and  that  form  was  invariably 
pursued.  After  the  paper  was  read,  the  question 
can  this  paper  be  received  was  the  only  ques- 
tion. He  was  sorry  that  that  was  not  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  could  be  done  here.  He  doubt- 
ed not  that  the  motive  which  induced  the  striking 
out  of  a  part  of  the  memorial  now  before  the  Se- 
nate was  candid,  and  yet  the  fact  of  striking  out 
changed  it.  It  was  not  the  same  paper.  In  his 
opinion  it  ought  not  to  be  received  now,  but  in 
an  altered  form  it  might  be  received. 

Mr.  KING  said,  his  remarks  alluded  not  to 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  but  from  Penn. 

Mr.  PRESTON  thought  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  was  mistaken,  when  he  said,  that  thii 
was  not  the  first  instance  of  such  a  paper,  so 
altered,  being  presented  to  this  or  the  other 
House — it  was  the  first  which  Mr.  P.  knew  of 
either  on  this  or  the  other  side  of  the  water. 

Mr.  LEIGH  explained. 

Mr.  P.  said,  he  understood  the  gentleman 
now  to  mean,  that  changes  had  been  made  by 
members  representing  the  petitioners.  But 
this  was  the  first  instance  in  which  an  officer  o 
a  parliamentary  body  had  altered  a  petition,  and 
then  presented  it.  He  was  opposed  to  that. 
Gentlemen  had  placed  their  defence  of  this  pro- 
ceeding, on  the  ground  that  the  memorial  from 
York  was  disrespectful,  and  would  not  be  re- 
ceived. Would  gentlemen  make  it  respectful, 
that  it  might  be  received?  The  people  of  York 
had  sent  a  paper  that  was  not  decorous.  Might 
an  officer  of  this  House  alter  it  and  modify  it,  so 
that  it  should  not  be  objectionable?  Had  the 
Y,  President  the  right  to  strike  out  the  obaox- 


March  17.] 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES 


10. 


ious  part,  and  t>.en  say  it  was  fit  to  be  present- 
ed, and  should  be  presented?  Mr.  P.  would 
venture  to  say,  that  it  would  have  been  reject- 
ed by  the  House,  but  for  the  alteration  made 
by  that  officer;  and  his  objection  was  not  found- 
ed on  the  indecency  of  the  language,  but  en- 
tirely on  the  ground  that  the  paper  had  been 
improperly  brought  before  them. 

He  did  not  state  that  the  paper  was  in  the 
possession  of  the  Senate,  but  in  that  of  its  offi- 
cer; and  that  officer  had  no  right  to  interpose 
himself  between  that  House  and  the  people.  It 
was  due  to  the  House,   that  the   objection   to 


tion  of  forgery  on  the  House.  There  might  be 
some  little  discretion  ;  but  it  should  be  used  with 
the  utmost  caution . 

The  gentleman  had  said  he  would  assume  the 
responsibility  of  altering  a  paper  from  Alaba- 
ma. It  was  the  responsibility  of  saying  his 
constituents  were  guilty  of  using  offensive  lan- 
guage, and  they  would  not  acquiesce  in  hi9  de- 
cision. If  he  would  assume  such  a  responsibi- 
lity ,  an  officer  of  this  House  had  assumed  the 
same  responsibility,  and  he  was  responsible  for 
what  he  had  done. 

The  gentleman  seemed  to  insist  that  this  pa- 


such  a  paper  should  be  stated  and  known.    He   per  was  divested  of  every  thing  offensive.    Mr. 


was  glad  to  see  gentlemen  come  boldly  out  with 
the  proposition,  that  an  officer  of  this  House 
might  make  what  alterations  he  pleased  in 
such  a  paper.  The  gentleman  contended,  that 
an  officer  of  this  House  had  the  right  to  alter; 
and  if  in  one,  in  what  particular  might  he  not  do 
so?  Where  would  gentlemen  impose  a  limit? 
If  the  officer  had  a  right  to  strike  out,  he  had  a 
right  to  insert  and  remodel;  and  if  he  had  a 
right  to  remodel,  he  had  the  right  to  fabricate 
a  paper. 

He  was  aware  of  what  consequence  precedents 
were  in  this  country,  and  he  dared  let  nothing 
pass  which  affected  the  rights  of  the  people  or  of 
this  body.  He  would  heartily  concur  with  gen- 
tlemen that  the  language  of  the  petition  was  in- 
decorous ;  he  would  object  to  it ;  and  he  for  one 
would  assist  gentlemen  in  sustaing  the  rights  of 
the  presiding  officer  of  this  assembly  ;  it  did  not 
become  them  that  his  rights  should  be  infringed. 
But  he  was  not  of  the  opinion  of  gentlemen,  that 
when  they  were  discussing  their  own  rights,  it 
was  proper  that  they  should  go  out  of  their  way 
to  repel  any  thing  which  might  be  said  against 
the  Kitchen  Cabinet.  (Mr.  King  said  it  was 
not  so  )  Gentlemen  appeared  to  consider  an 
attack  of  this  kind,  the  same  as  an  attack  on  the 
presiding  officer  of  this  House.  It  was  not  their 
business  to  repel  abuse  of  the  Executive;  alUiough 
he  felt  a  loathing  for  any  such  scandalous  abuse, 
he  did  not  consider  it  as  belonging  to  their  rights 
to  sustain  every  body  in  the  community.  Inde- 
cent language  was  not  fit  for  their  ears ;  but 
while  he  was  jealous  for  their  own  rights  and 
dignity,  he  did  not  think  he  had  cause  to  exercise 
that  jealousy  in  regard  to  any  other  department 
of  the  Government.  Still  he  would  grant  great 
freedom  to  others,  even  towards  their  own  mem- 
bers. 

But  the  question  now  presented  was  still  higher 
than  that ;  it  did  not  relate  to  a  mere  rule  of  order 
as  to  the  rights  of  the  House,  and  the  printing 
•f  a  memorial ;  it  was  whether  thpy  might  alter 
memorials  by  mutilation  or  insertion;  there  was 
do  difference  ;  to  alter  and  make,  appeared  to  be 
essentially  alike.  He  would  venture  to  say  that 
he  represented  truly  the  rights  of  his  constitu 
ents,  when  he  said  no  hand  should  touch  their 
own  expression  of  their  sentiments.  The  gen- 
tleman would  not  stop  to  alter  a  petition  from 
Alabama ;  it  was  a  delicate  responsibility ;  and 
if  the  paper  presented  to  the  Senate,  purporting 
to  have  been  sent  for  its  consideration,  if  the  pa- 
per sent  was  not  this  paper,  it  was  an  impost-, 


P.  would  put  the  question  to  the  Senate,  if 
there  was  any  thing  more  in  the  paper  when 
adopted  at  York,  whether  the  part  stricken  out 
did  not  belong  to  the  paper.  The  vote  which 
he  should  give  he  would  put  on  the  ground, 
that  he  was  not  satisfied  that  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent had  the  power  to  alter  such  a  paper. 

He  thought  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Bibb)  had  mentioned  one  great  parliamen- 
tary rule,  which  was  the  foundation  of  the  ac- 
tion of  every  legislative  body,  and  more  parti- 
cularly of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  that 
no  man  or  set  of  men,  could  present  a  paper  to 
the  House  for  its  deliberation,  but  with  the 
consent  of  the  House;  no  man  could  tell  this 
body  that  they  must  receive  it,  on  a  parliament- 
ary question.  The  rule  of  the  Senate  was  form- 
ed on  that  principle;  and  there  could  not  be  a 
clearer  proposition  than  that  by  a  rule  of  the 
House  they  had  adopted  that  parliamentary 
course  of  proceeding,  first  to  accept  a  paper. 
Such  was  the  rule,and  such  had  been  the  prac- 
tice, from  the  first  origin  of  this  body.  Before 
a  petition  was  read,  a  motion  must  be  made  and 
seconded  to  receive  it;  but  a  cry  of  the  House 
that  it  was  received,  or  silence  in  regard  to  its 
reception,  settled  the  question.  It  occurred 
every  day,  that  on  a  motion  to  take  up  a  bill, 
if  no  objection  was  made,  it  was  read;  but  this 
was  merely  for  convenience  and  despatch;  but 
regularly  before  a  petition  got  before  the 
House,  a  motion  must  be  made,  and  it  must  be 
settled  that  they  would  receive  it. 

The  Senate  were  in  possession  of  this  paper  by 
its  presentation  by  the  Vice  President,  and  no 
gentleman  would  say  that  it  would  not  be  pro- 
per to  hear  the  paper  read;  it  was  often  impor- 
tant that  it  should  be  read  before  the  vote  was 
taken  to  receive  it.  He  considered  in  the  man- 
ner the  paper  had  come,  it  was  not  before  the 
Senate  before  the  question  was  put  to  receive  it ; 
the  question  now  properly  was  whether  the  Sen- 
ate would  receive  it,  and  he  thought  they  ought 
not  to  receive  it. 

Mr.BIBB  said,  he  was  one  of  those  who  thought 
that  two  wrongs  never  made  a  right ;  and  if  the 
Senate  had  been  wrong,it  was  no  argument  that 
they  should  persist  in  a  wrong  course.  If  there  was 
offensive  mattei  in  the  paper,  he  would  give  his 
voice  to  erase  it.  But  he  was  not  in  favor  of  the 
principle  of  receiving  or  rejecting  on  partial 
grounds.  It  was  due  to  this  body  to  act  on  all 
questions  by  rule,and  it  had  done  so  from  its  first 
origin. 
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Thehon.  Senato*  continued:  This-hc  held  to  be 
his  rule: — that  if  resolutions  were  sent  to  him, 
the  persons  sending  them  made  him  for  the  time 
their  agent;  and  he  had  a  right,  if  any  part  of 
them  was  couched  in  indecent  or  offensive  lan- 
guage, to  change  it,  not  by  inserting  any  thing  of 
his  own,  but  by  removing  the  objectionable  mat- 
ter. The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  had  done 
right,  and  he  (Mr.  B.)  was  only  sorry  that  that 
Senator  had  not  stricken  out  all  the  offensive 
paragraphs.  The  presenter  of  documents  of 
this  kind  was  as  culpable  as  those  from  whom 
they  emanated.  The  propagator  of  a  libel  was 
as  bad  as  the  libeller.  Other  gentlemen  might 
differ  as  to  the  quantum  of  guilt  between  the 
parties,  but  he  thought  there  was  no  difference. 
Were  Senators  to  be  made  the  circulators  of  li- 
bels. Libels  of  this  kind  might  be  presented, 
but  he  would  always,  by  his  vote,  show  that  he 
had  no  share  in  disseminating  them. 

He  did  not  think  any  Senator  ought  to  shut 
his  eyes  upon,or  wink  at  such  a  libel  as  was  con- 
tained in  the  preamble  and  resolutions  before  the 
Senate;  the  charges,  although  not  direet,  were 
libels  upon  members  of  this  and  the  other  House. 
It  was  a  printed  paper;  cut  out  of  a  newspaper; 
pasted  on  a  white  sheet,  and  sent  to  the  Senate, 
without  any  signatures.  He  was  little  skilled  in 
the  technicalities  of  parliamentary  rule,  but  by 
reference  to  the  manual  it  will  be  found  that 
the  present  document  was  totally  out  of  order. 

[Mr.  B.  here  read  an  extract  from  the  manual 
showing  that  it  was  necessary  for  petitions  to  be 
subscribed  with  the  names  from  whom  they 
came.] 

This  rule  was  necessary:  reason  and  justice 
demanded  that  when  a  libel  was  presented,  the 
Senate  should  have  the  names  of  the  parties  from 
whom  it  came. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said,  it  was  due  to  him- 
self to  say  a  few  words  in  reply  to  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Alabama,  (Mr.  Kittg,)  who  made 
allusion  to  the  remarks  which  fell  from  him  (Mr. 
P.)  when  certain  proceedings  of  public  meet- 
ings of  the  citizens  of  Erie  and  Germuntown,  in 
Pennsylvania,  were  before  the  Senate!  The 
honorable  gentleman  is  mistaken,  if  he  suppo- 
ses that  I  approved  the  offensive  language  of  the 
resolutions  at  either  of  these  meetings  of  the 
people.  I  certainly  condemned  the  allusions 
made  to  the  presiding  officer,  to  particular  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate,  and  to  the  body  itself?  but  I 
then  said,  and  my  opinion  on  that  subject  re- 
mains unchanged,  that  the  reference  made  by 
the  citizens  of  Erie  to  a  certain  potitical  event, 
(the  rejection  of  a  nominee  to  a  high  office,  a 
few  years  past,)  and  the  censure  bestowed  on 
it,  although  highly  indecorous  and  improper, 
might  be  excused,  or  at  least  palliated,  by  re- 
curring to  the  precedent  which  had  been  set  by 
a  member  of  the  Senate  in  his  place,  who  had 
used  language  in  debate  far  more  offensive  and 
indecorous  than  that  contained  in  these  resolu- 
tions, and  was  permitted  to  proceed  without 
having  been  called  to  order,  I  am  sure  no  Sen- 
ator present  can  have  forgotten,  that,  at  an  early 
period  of  the  debate  on  the  Report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  concerning  the  removal 


of  the  public  depositee,  a  Senator,  on  this  floor, 
gratuitously  went  out  of  his  way  for  the  pur- 
pose of  animadverting  on  the  same  political  event 
(which  it  would  be  improper  in  me  to  explain 
more  minutely  at  this  time,)  took  it  upon  him- 
self to  say,  in  a  most  solemn  appeal  to  the  Vice 
Prf.sidewt,  personally,  thatthe  'rejection  of  any 
nomination  by  the  Seaate  ha  i  long  since  ceased 
to  be  a  reproach  to  any  one." 

He  went  further,  and  congratulated  that  high 
officer  of  the  Government,  that  the  ••  foul  stain, 
the  black  spot,"  which  the  Senate  had  put  up- 
on him,  had  been  "  washed  out  by  the  virtue 
of  an  enlightened  people."  Other  language, 
equally  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  Senate 
and  the  decorum  of  debate,  had  been  used  by 
the  same  Senator,  and  tamely  permitted  to  pass 
without  rebuke.  Now,  sir,  I  repeat  what  I  be- 
fore said,  that  we  had  no  just  right  to  complain 
of  the  good  people  of  Erie,  residing,  as  they  do, 
in  a  section  of  the  country  far  removed  from  the 
seat  of  the  National  Government,  for  having 
sent  back  to  us  our  own  refined  parliamentary 
language.  While  I  cannot  approve  any  viola- 
tion of  the  respect  due  to  this  body,  coming 
from  any  quarter,  I  would  not  permit  the  per- 
nicious example  to  originate  within  these  walls. 
It  may  well  excite  surprise  that  self-respect  is 
not  sufficiently  felt  by  every  honorable  mem- 
ber, to  protect  the  body  from  imputations  equal- 
ly uncalled  for,  indecent,  and  unfounded.  But, 
sir,  the  paper  before  the  Senate  is  of  a  charac- 
ter entirely  different  from  any  which  has  here- 
tofore been  presented.  The  Erie  resolutions, 
it  is  true,  compliment  the  presiding  officer,  and 
speak  of  the  body  in  which  he  presides  as  "an 
aristocratic  Senate."  This  opinion  may  or  may 
not  be  just,  and  yet  nothing  of  corruption  is  im- 
plied. A  man  may  be  an  "  aristocrat,"  in  princi- 
ple or  practice,  without  personal  dishonor.  The 
Senate  might  be  an  aristocratic  body,  and  yet  the 
motives  of  its  members  may  be  free  from  the 
taint  of  corruption.  But  the  proceedings  now 
before  us  contain  a  direct  charge  of  bribery,  a 
gross  and  palpable  libel  on  the  body,  and  a  libel 
still  more  gross  and  palpable  on  a  Senator  who 
is  particularly  named.  There  is  no  analogy  be- 
tween the  two  cases. 

With  respect  to  the  resolutions  adopted  at 
the  Germantown  meeting,l  have  not,ar,d  do  not, 
approve  so  much  of  them  as  are  supposed  to 
cast  a  censure  on  the  Vice  kisidbjtt  and  the 
lion,  senator  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Wilkins.) 
It  may,  however,  be  matter  of  doubt  whether 
these  honorable  gentlemen  will  admit  that  they 
impute  to  them  any  thing  which  they  are  pre- 
pared to  disclaim,  in  point  of  fact,  or  from  which 
they  desire  to  escape.  One  ©f  the  resolutions 
ascribes  the  action  of  the  Executive,  in  remov- 
ing the  public  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  to  the  advice  and  influence  of  the 
Vice  Pbesidestt.  Willjthat  high  officer  of  the 
Government  say,  that  he  did  not  advise  the 
measure,  or  that  he  does  not  approve  it?  Will 
he  say  that  the  movement  was  against  his  opin- 
ion? I  presume  not.  Would  he  regard  a  decla- 
ration, which  placed  him  by  the  side  of  the 
President  in  this  ♦•experiment,"  as  a  libel,  or 
t 
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even  a  censure,  on  him?  I  had  always  supposed 
the  converse  of  the  proposition  to  be  true, 
that  he  would  consider  it  highly  offensive  to 
doubt  (his  fidelity  to  the  Chitf  Magistrate 
on  this  subject.  If  I  am  correct  in  this  con- 
clusion, the  citizens  of  Germantown  stand 
acquitted  of  the  slightest  disrepect  to  this 
body  in  making  the  averment.  I  under- 
stand the  honorable  senator  from  Pennsylvania 
is  charged  with  giving  his  support  to  this  meas- 
ure of  the  President,  which  that  portion  of  his 
constituents  deem  unconstitutional  and  injurious 
to  their  best  interests.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man will  not  contest  the  fact,  and  the  inference 
is  a  matter  of  opinion  on  which  he  doubtless, 
honestly  differs  frpm  those  who  express  it. 

I  cannot  recognise  any  thing  in  these  prece- 
dents to  justify  my  vote  in  favor  of  receiving 
and  laying  on  the  table  the  libellous  resolutions, 
transmitted  to  the  Chair  by  a  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple of  York.  I  was  glad  to  hear  the  honorable 
member  from  Pennsylvania,  on  my  right,  (Mr. 
Wilkinb,)  state  that  there  were  other  parts  of 
this  paper  over  which  he  would  have  run  his 
pen,  if  he  had  carefully  examined  it  before  it 
was  presented.  Will  the  honorable  gentleman 
vote  to  receive  the  paper,  if  these  paragraphs, 
which  he  admits  to  be  disrespectful  to  the  Se- 
nate, are  not  expunged  ?  1  hope  not.  The 
honorable  gentleman  has  sent  to  the  Secretary 
a  communication  which  he  stated  to  be  under 
the  signature  of  Adam  King,  formerly  a  repre- 
sentative in  the  other  House,  and,  therefore, 
entitled  to  full  credit.  I  do  not  mean,  sir,  to 
question  the  verity  of  the  statements  made  in 
that  communication,  but  I  would  respectfully 
inquire  whether  this  is  the  same  Adam  King 
■whom  the  enlightened  and  patriotic  people  of 
York,  a  few  years  past,  turned  out  of"  his  seat 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  having  vot- 
ed against  the  bill  to  renew,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ? 
Have  these  people  now  united  with  Mr.  King 
and  denounced  their  own  principles  ?  I  con- 
fess, sir,  my  mind  is  not  prepared  to  credit  a 
change  so  sudden  and  unaccountable  on  a  sub- 
ject so  important,  especially  after  the  solemn 
protest,  to  the  contrary,  which  many  respecta- 
ble citizens  of  that  county  have  signed,  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate  this  morning  by  an  honor- 
able Senator  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  MANGUM  was  not  prepared  to  say,  on 
the  grave  question  of  decorum,  how  far  the  pe- 
titioners had  approached  that  standard  to  which 
they  ought  to  come.  He  was  inclined  to  give 
them  great  latitude,  as  he  had  taken  a  different 
view  of  the  matter  from  that  which  had  been  ta- 
ken by  other  gentlemen;  he  would  try  to  vin- 
dicate it.  He  held  that  there  was  a  distinction, 
a  strong  distinction,  between  the  condition  of  a 
petition  or  memorial  entrusted  to  a  member  of 
the  Senate  and  one  entrusted  to  an  officer  of  the 
Government.  Touching  a  petition  or  memorial 
by  either,  in  the  way  of  altering  its  language, 
should  never  be  done.  He,  at  least,  would  have 
great  difficulty  in  doing  it;  and  if  it  were  to  be 
be  done  at  all,  the  alteration  ought  to  be  re- 
stricted to  cutting  off".     Delicate  as  the  duty 


might  be,  a  member  of  the  body  was  held  to  be 
under  a  double  responsibility  to  the  Senate  and 
his  constituents.  But  what  responsibility  had 
the  presiding  officer?  He  was  only  responsible 
to  that  body,  and  therefore  was  unjustifiable  in 
changing  the  language.  He  was  sensible  of  the 
distinction,  that  under  particular  circumstances 
a  member  might  make  an  alteration ,  but  the 
presiding  officer  might  not  do  so  in  any  instance. 
He  was  unable  to  perceive  that  the  agency 
which  had  been  used  was  objectionable.  If  the 
presiding  officer  had  touched  the  matter,  he 
would  have  had  his  rigid  responsibility  to  the 
Senate;but  he  had  handed  it  to  theSet.ator  from 
Pennsylvania.  The  Senator  was  therefore  re- 
sponsible. He  should  vote  to  receive  this  me- 
morial, but  no  other  of  the  same  complexion. — 
As  it  regarded  any  reflection  on  the  officers  of 
Government,  he  was  of  opinion  that  no  member 
would  suffer  himself  to  become  a  vehicle  of 
scandal  and  slander. 

Mr.  McKEAN  observed  that  the  Senators  from 
Pennsylvania  were  frequently  alluded  to,  and  it 
was  not  because  he  feared  to  share  with  his  col- 
league here,  at  home,  or  elsewhere,  the  re- 
sponsibility of  having  expunged  the  offensive 
matter,  for  he  believed  that  he  had  done  right, 
and  he  would  have  done  it  without  consulting 
any  one,  if  it  had  been  sent  to  him.  But  he  was 
not  willing  that  it  should  go  to  the  public  that 
he  had  assumed  a  direction  or  control  over  a 
matter  which  he  before  stated*  had  not  been 
committed  to  his  charge;  and  he  now  would 
state  distinctly  the  only  participation  he  had  in 
the  matter. 

When  his  colleague  called  him  to  the  Secre- 
tary's desk,  and  suggested  the  propriety  of  ex- 
punging the  words  referred  to,  he,  in  a  single 
word,  only  signified  his  assent,  or  that  he  had 
no  objection  to  interpose,  and  left  him,  and  did 
not  even  see  him  draw  the  pen  over  or  around 
the  words;  he  did  not  state  to  him  that  he  was 
.acting  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  the  Vice- 
President,  or  with  the  knowledge  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts;  and  if  he  had  so  stated,  his, 
Mr.  McK.'s  conduct  would  have  been  the  same. 
He  had  no  intimation  that  it  had  been  the  subject 
of  prior  consultation  with  any  other  human 
being,  until  it  had  been  stated  in  debate  on  the 
floor  of  the  Senate,  that  he  had,  himself,  in  one 
or  two  instances,  not  obliterated  or  expunged, 
but  drawn  his  pen  around  words  personally  dis- 
respectful to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  and, 
especially,  in  the  case  just  alluded  to  by  the 
Senator  frem  Alabama,  (Mr.  Kixgj)  and  those 
passages,  though  it  appeared  they  had  been 
printed,  had  not  been  read  by  the  Secretary. 
However  strong  his  objections  were  to  the  pre- 
sent presiding  officer  of  the  Senate  in  other  res- 
pects, and  he  had  not  been  backward  in  ex- 
pressing them,  he  did  not  intend,  on  that  floor, 
to  be  the  vehicle  of  scurrility  against  that  gentle- 
man, or  any  member  of  the  Senate. 

He  differed  from  honorable  Senators  who  held 
that  these  proceedings   and  memorials  becaniu 
the  property  of  the   Senate,  before  they  were 
presented.     Until  then,  he  considered  it  a  mat-    , 
ter  between  the  representative  and  his  constita- 
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ent;  and,  in  future,  if  he  could  not  persuade  his 
constituents  to  express  their  views,  intended  for 
him  to  present  here  in  Congress,  not  calculated 
to  insult  individual  members,  he  could,  at  least, 
refuse  to  present  their  petitions. 

The  proceeding's  in  Alabama  were  to  be  pre- 
sented, and  Mr.  K.  exercised  the  right,  not  te 
expunge,  but  to  draw  the  pen  over  the  offen- 
sive matter.  It ,  however,  was  not  read,  and  he 
believed  his  opinions  on  this  subject  had  never 
disagreed  with  those  of  the  Vice-President.  He 
did  not  mean  to  make  himself  the  medium  of 
scurrility,  and  he  was  determihed  never  to  do 

BO. 

Mr.  BLACK  rose  to  make  one  or  two  remarks. 
He  was  one  of  those  who  were  in  favor  of  a  most 
liberal  construction  of  the  constitutional  liberty 
of  petition  to  Congress,  and  he  would  always  de- 
fend it.  But  was  it  an  abridgement  of  that 
right  to  require  that  petitions  should  be  couched 
in  respectful  language  ?  If  they  were  otherwise, 
the  objectionable  part  ought  to  be  stricken  out, 
In  regard  to  this  petition,  it  was  not  within  the 
rules,  and  therefore  it  was  not  to  be  received. 
The  rule  required  it  to  be  respectful ;  it  was  not 
so ;  and  what  did  it  contain  ?  It  accused  the 
bank  of  corrupting  Senators,  with  a  specifiation 
by  name  of  an  individsal  of  their  body.  What 
had  been  stricken  out  was  a  most  material  part 
of  the  paper.  There  was  another  general  change; 
But  supposing  it  was  nothing  but  general,  each 
one  might  take  it  to  himself. 

But  he  heW  risen  principally  to  say  that  he  did 
not  concur  with  the  views  of  the  Senators  from 
North  and  South  Carolina,  in  regard  to  the  atti- 
tude in  which  the  paper  stood  which  had  been 
forwarded  to  the  Vice  President.  The  Senators 
asked  what  right  had  their  officer  to  interfere. 
Mr.B.  would  resist  an  infringement  of  the  rights  of 
the  House  as  much  as  any  person;  but  he  thought 
the  paper  was  not  in  the  custody  of  the  House, 
by  the  mere  reception  of  it  by  the  Vice  President, 
and  that  the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  showed  it  not  to  be  so.  He  had  said  that 
each  petition  was  presented  on  the  responsibility 
of  the  Senator  presenting  it ;  and  in  that  case  it 
was  so  in  regard  to  the  chairman,  if  presented 
by  him.  What  responsibility  had  been  incurred 
by  the  chairman  ?  Was  there  any  in  receiving 
it?     None. 

The  Senator  again  had  said  that  if  it  was  for- 
warded to  him,  he  should  have  examined  it  and 
sent  it  back.  What  right  had  the  Vice  President 
to  sendit  to  any  other  body  than  the  Senate?  He 
could  properly  send  it  to  no  other.  What  could 
the  Vice  President  do?  He  could  look  at  the 
memorial,  and  see  if  it  was  couched  in  such 
termsthat.it  might  be  received;  and  if  so,  he 
might  present  it;  but  if  not,  he  might  send  it 
back,  or  make  such  other  disposition  of  it  as'he 
might  prefer.  The  case  was  the  same  with 
the  Vice  President  as  with  a  Senator,  he  acted 
on  his  own  responsibility.  A  wrong  view  had 
been  taken  of  this  question,  which  seemed  to 
convey  the  charge  that  he  had  been  guilty  of 
an  infringement  of  the  rights  of  the  House.- 
Mr.  B.  took  a  different  view  of  it  entirely. 
Mr.  CALHOUN  wished  to  ask  every  Sena 


tor  two  questions;  whether  this  was  the  petition 
from  York,  or  not?  and  if  it  was  not,  whether  it 
was  right  to  receive  this  as  the  paper  from  York, 
which  was  not  their  paper?  These  two  ques- 
tions he  thought  it  was  necessary  should  be  de- 
cided. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said,  the  usage  had  been 
urged  of  the  House  and  of  the  Senate;  and  they 
had  an  illustrious  instance  of  a  memorial  couch- 
ed in  language  which  was  refused  to  be  heard 
which  memorial,  when  it  had  been  changed  in- 
to language  which  was  respectful,  was  after- 
wards read  as  other  memorials. 

In  1819,  a  memorial  was  presented  on  the 
subject  of  the  Seminole  war  ;  and  after  it  was 
presented  and  printed  by  the  Senate,  a  Major 
General  presented  his  memorial,  by  Mr.  King, 
of  New-York,  who  was  a  Senator  at  that  time. 
The  reading  of  the  memorial  was  commenced  ; 
but  when  it  was  discovered  that  it  was  disres- 
pectful to  the  members  of  a  committee,  the  Se- 
nate refused  to  hear  the  paper  read.  It  was 
withdrawn;  and  the  offensive  part  was  expunged 
by  the  memorialist  himself,  and  it  was  after- 
wards received.  In  the  present  case,  the  Se- 
nate were  following  out  the  precedent  estab- 
lished on  that  occasion.  This  memorial  had 
been  heard,  and  no  man  had  risen  and  moved 
that  it  should  be  withdrawn.  The  whole  had 
been  read  through;  and  when  it  was  found  tha 
there  was  nothing  (o  justify  its  charging  gene- 
rally the  Senate  and  the  House  with  bribery 
and  corruption,  and  one  of  the  members  by 
name — when  they  had  proceeded  through  it, 
which  they  had  not  done  on  the  occasion  to 
which  he  had  referred,  they  ought  to  send  it 
back  to  those  who  sent  it  here  ;  and  when  it 
should  be  made  respectful,  they  might  receive 
it. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  would  make  a  remark  or 
two,  in  regard  to  the  particular  source  whence 
the  memorial  came.  He  supposed  that  if  a  pa- 
per had  been  presented  by  a  member,  which 
was  not  personal,  if  it  was  afterwards  found  out 
hat  it  was  not  respectful  to  the  Senare,  he 
would  have  availed  himself  of  an  opportunity  to 
withdraw  it.  This  was  the  proper  course. 
Where  many  memorials' were  presented,  a  pa- 
per might  be  presented  which  contained  matter 
rude  and  offensive  ;  and  in  this  case  he  would 
only  say,  that  if  the  Vice  President  or  the  Se- 
aate,  was  now  of  the  opinion  that  this  paper 
was  improper  and  disrespectful,  it  seemed  to 
him  that  it  was  proper  that  he  should  ask  leave 
to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  the  Vice  President  had 
not  any  thing  to  do  with  this  paper;  he  might  ask 
permission,  and,  if  it  were  given,  he  might  with- 
draw it. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  This  was  all  I  said. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  objected;  and,  although  he 
disapproved  o/  the  paper,  it  had  a  precedent  on 
the  other  side;  and  he  insisted,  that,  if  abuse  wan 
to  be  poured  in  upon  them,  he  prayed  that  they 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  abusing  their  ad- 
versaries. 

It  had  been  said  that  this  was  not  the  petition 
of  the  citizens  of  York.  Certainly  it  was.  Ifithad 
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■been  altered,  it  was  not  somuch  so  but  what  the  I  be  thought  orthodox  by  one  gentleman,  would 


original  was  restored;  and  if  the  Senator,  in  strik 
ing  out,  had  do««  what  he  ought  not  to  have 
done,  they  had  a  remedy.  But  he  thought  he  had 
not  done  so;  he  ought  to  have  gone  farther. 

Was  tins  paper  not  the  memorial  of  the  meet- 
ing in  the  county  of  York?  Among  the  resolu- 
tions there  was  one  to  this  effect:  That  the  com- 
mittee appointed  for  that  purpose  should  send  it 
to  the  Vice  President  and  Speaker  of  the  House, 
to  be  laid  before  Congress.  He  held  that  Sena- 
tors would  have  been  perfectly  right  if  they  had 
expunged  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  except 
the  caption.  The  people  of  York  spoke  by  the 
resolutions  alone. 

The  honorable  Senator  continued:  Congress 
was  forbidden  to  interfere  with  meetings  or  peti- 
tions in  any  way.  They  could  not  pass  any  law 
abridging  the  expression  of  feeling  on  the  part  of 
petitioners,  and  yet  it  was  now  proposed  to  do 
«1mb  by  a  rule  of  the  Senate.  The  people's  lan- 
guage was  to  be  shaved  down  by  their  represen- 
tatives until  it  suited  the  dignity  of  the  Senate. 
The  people  were  not,  in  any  way,  to  call  in  ques- 
tion 'the  purity  of  Senators,  although  they  might 
take  that  liberty  with  every  one  else.  Would 
Mdt  this  be  shutting  the  door  upon  petitions?  He 
*fcd  not  like  the  language  used  in  the  present 
•case,  but  if  the  people  thought  they  were  right, 
they  were  justified  in  so  speaking.  Was  it  not 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  bring  forward  an  accu- 
sation against  any  Senator  who  had  acted  impro- 
perly; and  had  not  their  constituents  the  same 
right?  Take  the  case  before  the  Senate — (he 
meant  nothing  personal) — if  the  petitioners  knew 
the  member  alluded  to  had  been  bribed,  it  was 
their  duty  to  say  so;  and  who  would  resist  an  ap- 
plication to  bring  forward  the  accusation?  He 
felt,  as  much  as  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, the  injustice  which  had  been  done 
him,  but  the  petitioners  had  a  right  to  speak  what 
they  supposed  to  be  the  truth,  and  the  Senate 
was  bound  to  hear  them.  He  hoped  the  petition 
would  be  received. 

r  Mr.  BROWN  thought  the  proper  method  of 
rebuke  would  be,  not  a  rejection  of  the  petition 
but  an  order  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  a  refu- 
sal to  print  it.  It  had  been  said  that  this  was 
not  the  petition  of  the  memorialists  of  York 
county;  that  it  had  undergone  a  modification , 
and  that  it  ought  not  to  be  received.  It  appear- 
ed to  him  that  these  gentlemen  who  evinced 
such  a  desire  to  guard  the  right  of  petition, 


lie  thought  heterodox  by  another.  It  was  as 
difficult  to  decide  upon  what  was  right  and 
what  was  wrong  in  this  matter,  as  to  say  where 
the  shades  of  the  rainbow  began  and  whtrethey 
ended.  It  was  a  pervading  principle  of  our 
Government  that  so  long  as  truth  was  left  free 
to  combat  error,  there  was  no  danger  in  tolera- 
ting the  latter.  The  Senate  could  only  suffer 
when  the  assaults  made  upon  its  members  were 
true.  No  matter  what  the  imputations,  if  they 
were  untrue  they  would  fall  harmless  at  their 
feet.  Under  these  impressions  he  should  vote 
for  the  reception  of  the  petition,  but  would  also 
move  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  KANE^aid  it  was  of  importance  that  the 
point  upon  which  they  would  be  called  to  de- 
cide should  be  clearly  understood  and  distinctly 
marked.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Calhoun)  had  explained  the  matter  in  his 
usual  lucid  manner,  and  he  (Mr.  K  )  took  the 
same  view  of  the  subject  as  that  hon.  Senator. 
With  reference  to  the  erasures,  he  thought  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  had  acted  pro- 
perly;but  if  the  Senate  thought  otherwise  it  was 
easy  to  consider  that  the  act  had  not  been  done 
— to  proceed  as  if  there  had  been  no  erasure. 
There  were  nothing  but  scratches  upon  the  pa- 
per; the  original  matter  was  legible.  But  could 
they  not  receive  and  refer  to  the  appropriate 
committee  such  parts  of  the  petition  as  were 
unobjectionable,  passing  over  the  remainder 
without  notice?  This  had  been  done  the  other 
day.  Nothing  could  have  been  more  out  of  or- 
der than  the  nomination  of  a  President  in  a  pe 
tition  which  was  presented  the  other  day.  Yet 
that  petition  was  received;  it  was  decided  that 
such  parts  as  were  relevant  to  the  object  of  the 
meeting  should  be  referred,  and  that  no  notice 
should  be  taken  of  others.  He  believed  that 
the  petition  was  out  of  o*der  because  it  impea- 
ched the  motives  of  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts. This  Senators  themselves  were  not  al- 
lowed to  do,  nor  were  their  constituents.  The 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  could 
not  impeach  each  other.  Nay,  the  rule  went  fur- 
ther. Members  were  not  allowed  to  impeach  the 
motives  of  the  Piesident  of  the  U.  States.  AH 
this  was  intended  to  promote  that  good  feeling 
without  which  the  business  of  the  legislature 
could  not  be  carried  on.  Mr.  K.  concluded  by 
saying  that  if  the  Senate  did  as  it  had  before 
done,  it  would  reject  the  offensive  matter,  which 


used  the  very  argument  most  likely  to  wound  I  would  he  about  two  thirds,  and  refer  the  remain- 
or  defeat   it.     What!  because  the  petitioners  I  dCr  to  the  proper  committee, 
sent  the  petition  to  the  Senate  and  some  person       Mr.  SPRAGUE   believed  that  the  Senators 
there  bad  changed  it,  was  it  intended  that  the    from  Georgia  and  N.Carolina  concurred  with  him, 


petitioners  had  forfeited  their  right  to  be  heard } 
This  would  be  making  the  petitioners  responsi- 
ble for  the  acts  of  the  others.  He  held  that  the 
memorial  had  not  been  materially  altered.  The 
Constitution  prohibited  any  limitation  of  the 
right  of  petition,  and  what  better  method  of  vi- 
olating this  part  of  the  Constitution  could  be 
found,  than  for  the  Senate  to  erect  itself  into  a 


that  the  whole  paper  was  before  the  Senate.  He 
thought  it  ought  to  be  so  considered,  as  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  had  made  the  altera 
tion.  By  the  rules  of  the  Senate,no  memorial  could 
be  read  till  its  contents  had  been  stated  by  the 
party  by  whom  it  was  presented;  but  who  had 
stated  its  contents  in  this  case?  Had  the  memo- 
rial been  entrusted  to  one  of  the  members  of  the 


tribunal,  and  to  invest  itself  with  the  power  of  body,  he    would    have  stated  its  contents,  and 

saying  what  should  be  received  and  what  should   presented  it 

not?   Where  would  this  end?  What,  too,  might '     It  had  been  said  that  when  a  Senator  present- 
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ed  a  memorial,  it  was  done  on  his  responsibility. 
The  responsibility  in  this  case  was  nowhere. 
This  was  not  a  memorial,  it  was  only  an  evi- 
dence of  public  opinion.  It  had  been  said,  that 
papers  in  a  court  of  justice  were  changed. — 
Could  the  evidence  be  changed,  so  as  to  make 
this  evidence  more  credible  ?  Allow  the  rule, 
and  you  might  modify  the  evidence,  which  was 
hardly  passable,  so  as  to  read  very  creditably  ; 
as  in  a  case  where  a  horse  and  a  gun  were  sub- 
jects ofj  inquiry;  a  witness  declared  that  he  had 
known  the  horse  ever  since  it  was  a  colt,  and 
the  Pgun  ever  since  it  was  a  pistol.  Persons 
might  suppress  part  of  the  evidence  in  this  case, 
and  allow  the  witness  to  say  Vio  more  than  so 
much  as  related  to  the  horse.  But  that  part  be- 
ing suppressed  gave  a  revolting  character  to  the 
evidence,  at  which  every  candid  man  felt 
disgust. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  hoped  that  no  person  would 
suppose  {that  he  had  any  personal  feeling  with 
regard  to  the  memorial.  It  contained  nothing 
but  what  he  had  heard  often;  it  was  not  unfre- 
quently  the  language  of  the  press.  This  did  not 
make  it  more  creditable,  and  hardly  more  culpa- 
ble. He  was  desirous,  however,  wherever  the 
responsibility  lay,  of  asking  the  decision  of  the 
Senate  on  the  question  with  regard  to  it.  The 
presiding  officer  had  presented  the  paper,  inad- 
vertently, perhaps,  without  having  first  stated  its 
contents.  The  paper  charged,  that  members  of 
this  body,  as  well  as  others,  were  corrupted  by 
the  bank.  If  the  presiding  officer  supposed  it 
to  be  a  proper  paper,he  did  right  in  allowing  the 
Senate  to  dispose  of  it  as  it  thought  fit ;  but  if  he 
saw  that  the  paper  was  so  disrespectful  as  not  to 
be  proper  to  present  to  the  Senate,  he  would  sug- 
gest that  he  should  ask  leave  to  withdraw  it.  He 
thought  that  course  would  be  exceedingly  proper, 
provided  the  presiding  officer  thought  that  the 
matter  was  not  before  the  Senate.  His  opinion 
would  be  known  by  the  ceurse  which  he  would 
adopt. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  was  of  opinion  that  the  Chair 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  paper.  If  citizens 
choose  to  send  their  memorials  through  the  pre- 
siding officer,  and  that  officer  submitted  the 
memorial  to  the  examination  of  the  body,  af- 
terwards he  could  have  no  farther  control  over 
the  paper.  He  would  not  refer  to  the  action 
which  had  taken  place  on  a  late  paper  which 
had  been  presented  to  that  body;  but  he  would 
say,  that  the  Chair  might  well  doubt  whether 
the  paper  contained  improper  matter  or  not, 
when  the  Senate  had  received  similar  expres- 
sions. No  such  duty  could  exist.  The  prac- 
tice of  the  Senate  must  govern  the  Chair. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that  that  did  not  differ 
from  what  he  had  said.  The  hon.  gentleman 
said  that  if  in  the  estimation  of  the  Chair  the 
paper  was  not  proper,  he  might  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  had  said  no  such  thing. 
What  he  said  was,  that  in  reference  to  a  late 
occasion,  even  if  the  .Chair  saw  an  impropriety 
in  the  expressions  used  in  the  paper;  it  was  not 
his  duty  to  withdraw  it.  It  was  the  duty  of 
the  presiding  officer  of  the  Senate  to  do  as  the 
Senate  wished.    If  the  Senate  were  to  compare 


three  of  the  memorialsjwlnch  had  been>lat»ly 
presented  to  the  Senate,  two  on  a  former  oc- 
casion, and  one  to-day,  it  would  be  puzzled  to' 
determine  which  was  the  most  disrespectful. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  did  not  perceive  that  the 
Senator  from  New  York  had  at  all  changed 
the  case,  or  remove  the  responsibility  from  the 
Chair.  If  there  was  any  precedent,  the  Chair 
was  justified.  The  question  was  whether  in 
the  judgment  of  the  Chair,  the  memorial  was  a 
proper  one  to  be  presented;  and  if  he  thought 
he  was  right  in  allowing  the  Senate  to  dispose 
of  it.  If  not,  why  then  he  suggested,  as  a 
course  of  propriety,  respecting  the  paper,  that 
he  should  ask  it  to  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said  the  lion.  Senator  had 
forgotten  that  this  matter  had  been  discussed  on 
former  occasions.  The  very  question  now  be- 
fore the  Senate,  was  propounded  by  the  hon„ 
Senator  from  Alabama.  In  order  to  mark  their 
displeasure,  the  Senate  had  laid  the  memorial 
upon  the  table,  where  it  still  reposed;  and  he; 
hoped  the  present  memorial  would  take  the 
same  direction.  He  hoped  so  on  another  ac- 
count. It  was  evident  that  persons  were  get- 
ting  up  petitions  for  the  purpose  of  committing 
fraud  upon  the  public.  An  honorable  Senator 
had  produced  a  paper  which  charged  the  mode 
of  getting  up  of  the  present  memorial  as 
fraudulent.  This  had  been  contradicted  by  a 
counter  report,  but  where  there  was  a  contra- 
diction, it  was  evident  that  there  was  fraud  on 
one  side,  and  he  hoped  the  memorial  might  lie 
on  the  table  until  it  should  be  ascertained  on 
which  side  the  fraud  existed.  He  asked  if  gen- 
tlemen expected  the  presiding  officer  to  de- 
clare an  opinion.  He  was  no  more  than  the 
organ  of  the  body,  and  of  course  had  nothing 
more  to  do  but  to  act  according  to  the  will  of 
the  body.    '  . 

Mr.  WEBSTER  did  not  mean  to  argue  this 
matter  with  the  presiding  officer,  but  to  leave 
him  to  his  own  sense  of  propriety.  There 
was  a  general  propriety  in  adhering  to  the 
rules  of  the  Senate;  parliamentary  practice  was 
precise;  and  by  ancient  and  recent  decisions, 
it  was  a  question,  whether  according  to  the 
most  liberal  indulgence,  this  paper  ought  to  be 
received. 

Mr.  EWING  inquired  whether  that  pari  of 
the  memorial  which  was  crossed  out,  was  or 
was  not  before  the  Senate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  said  it  was  not. 
Mr.  EWING  said,  as  to  the  precedent  of  the 
Senator  from  Georgia,  the  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama, (Mr.  King,)  had  moved  to  reject  two 
memorials,  one  of  them  against  the  Chair, 
and  the  other  against  the  Senate.  The  mo- 
tion would  have  been  carried  by  votes  on 
Mr.  E's.  side  of  the  House;  but  the  Sena- 
ator  from  Georgia  making  some  objections  to 
the  motion,  it  was  withdrawn  by  the  mover. 
He  or  some  other,  then  substituted  another  mo- 
tion, which  was  sustained.  That  case  was  no 
precedent  to  this,  because  the  mover  with- 
drew his  motion,  and  it  did  not  therefore  fol- 
low that  the  proposition  would  have  been  lost. 
As  the  memorial  was  in  a  mutilated  form, 


March  l7.] 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


115 


ind  there  was  no  opportunity  to  restore  it,  Mr 
E.  would  not  receive  it.  There  had  been  a 
presentation  of  only  a  part  of  the  memorial, 
and  he  would  not  vote  to  receive  it  unless  it  had 
been  altered  by  a  confidential  agent. 

He  could  not  concur  with  the  Senator  from 
Georgia,  that  because  citizens  had  the  right  to 
petition,  they  therefore  had  the  right  to  pre- 
sent any  thing  they  pleased.  Members  them- 
selves could  not  say  what  they  pleased  to  the 
Senate.  They  were  not  there  to  have  people 
insult  them.  Memorialists  had  a  right  to  bring 
an  accusation  against  a  Senator,  and  ask  the 
body  to  cast  him  out,  and  so  had  a  Senator;  but 
they  had  no  right,  when  the  petition  was  for 
other  purposes,  to  bring  criminal  charges  a- 
gainst  an  individual  Senator,  and  if  it  did  so, 
it  ought  to  be  rejected  on  every  principle.  It 
was  said  to  be  difficult  to  determine  when  an 
insHlt  was  offered;  no  rule,  it  was  true,  could 
mark  the  line,  but  the  feelings  of  every  indi- 
t!  dual  could  tell  when  an  insult  was  offered  to 
a  member  or  the  body  generally. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said  it  seemed  to  him  that 
gentlemen  in  this  case  went  rather  lower  than 
Senators  should  do.  It  had  been  said  that  if 
petitions  had  offensive  matter  in  them,  they 
were  to  be  referred  for  a  decision  on  their  char- 
acter. They  were  now  noi  on  a  rule  of  chan- 
cery, but  of  evidence  ;  and  where  was  the  evi- 
dence that  this  memorial  was  ever  adopted  at 
all  ?  It  was  a  mere  paper,  presented  by  the 
Chair,  with  no  hand  writing  attached.  When 
a  paper  was  sent  to  an  individual,  he  was  to 
judge  of  the  propriety  of  presenting  it,  and  if 
it  was  unfit,  it  ought  to  be  suppressed.  It  had 
been  said,  that  nothing  should  be  expunged, 
because  it  changed  the  character  of  the  instru- 
ment ;  but  Mr.  M.  was  not  in  favor  of  the  same 
precision  here  as  there  was  in  courts  of  law; 
the  question  was,  whether  the  paper  was  sub- 
stantially the  same. 

As  to  the  question,  whether  it  should  be  re- 
ceived, he  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  it 
■hould  not  be  received.  They  had  no  authori- 
ty to  pass  a  law  that  any  should  not  be  received. 
But  he  hoped  that  Senators  and  the  Chair 
would  suppress  all  memorials  which  endeavor- 
ed, through  them,  to  give  currency  to  libels. 
Indecent  and  indecorous  language  ought  not  to 
be  received  ;  they  were  distinct  from  the  right 
of  petition.  They  could  not  prohibit  the  right 
of  pe.ition  ;  but  an  individual  might  withhold  a 
memorial  on  his  own  responsibility  and  sense  of 
propriety. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  would  not  argue  this  point; 
but  it  was  now  conceded  that  a  part-of  the  me- 
morial had  been  expunged,  as  much  as  if  it  had 
been  cut  out.  The  question  was,  whether  the 
Senate  had  a  right  to  receive  as  a  petition  from 
York,  what  was  not  that  petition.  It  was  im- 
portant that  their  records  should  be  true.  If 
the  petition  were  received,  it  woidd  be  record- 
ed ;  a  legal  question  might  arise,  and  the  me- 
morial might  become  important  in  an  investiga- 
tion ;  would  it  be  true  or  fake  ?  Was  there  a 
Senator  in  that  body  who  could  record  that  pa- 
per as  not  false,  which  was  known  to  be  false? 


Suppose  there  should  be  a  question  of  a  libel 
against  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  and 
there  was  no  other  paper  than  this  on  the  re- 
cords; the  petition  was  cut  up,  and  the  libellers 
would  insist  that  there  was  no  such  thing.  It 
was  not  a  report  of  the  true  proceedings^  at 
York,  and  would  the  Senate  consent  to  receive 
what  was  not  true  ? 

Mr.  PORTER  said,  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Georgia  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that 
the  resolutions  alone  of  the  meeting  in  York  was 
before  the  Senate .  It  is  true,  that  in  the  printed 
copy  of  the  proceedings  sent  here,  it  was  said  that 
the  committee  should  forward  the  resolutions 
adopted  to  Congress;  but  that  committee,  in  their 
letter,  said,  that,  by  the  direction  of  the  meeting, 
they  had  forwarded  the  proceedings.  He  should, 
therefore,  be  rather  inclined  to  think  an  error  had 
been  committed  in  the  printed  document,  than  to 
conclude  that  members  of  the  committee,  who 
themselves  had  taken  part  in  the  proceedings, 
did  not  understand  the  duty  imposed  on  them, 
or  had  not  performed  it  correctly.  The  inquiry 
of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  in  relation  to  the  pas- 
sage expunged,  had  been  answered  by  the  Chair, 
by  a  declaration  that  it  was  not  before  the  Senate. 
This  explanation,  Mr.  P.  said,  relieved  him  from 
difficulty.  It  was  now  clear  that  we  had  not  the 
whole  of  the  memorial  before  us,  and  he  did  not 
think  it  should  be  received  in  any  other  shape 
but  that  in  which  it  passed'  the  meeting.  The 
hon.  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Wilkins) 
had  not  said  that  he  was  authorized  to  make  any 
change  in  the  document  transmitted  to  the  Vice 
President.  On  the  contrary,  he  had  given  us 
clearly  to  understand  that  no  such  power  was 
conferred  on  him.  He  had  done  it  from  his  own 
sense  of  propriety.  But  whether  his  sense  of 
propriety  was  that  of  this  portion  of  his  constitu- 
ents, Mr.  P.  said  he  should  be  inclined,  after  the 
specimen  they  had  furnished,  to  doubt.  We  had, 
then,  only  a  pa' t  of  the  memorial,  and  we  have 
no  reason  to  believe,  nor  authority  to  say,  that 
they  desired  that  a  portion  only  of  their  represen- 
tations should  be  presented  to  this  body,  or  that 
they  permitted  any  change  in  them.  Indeed, 
from  the  tone  and  temper  of  the  whole  proceed- 
ings, Mr.  P.  said,  he  should  be  disposed  to  think 
that  the  violent  and  vituperative  part  of  them 
were  precisely  those  that  they  thought  most  valu- 
able, and  which  they  were  the  most  desirous  to 
offer  for  our  consideration.  He  had  no  doubt 
they  placed  great  value  on  that  portion  which 
contained  a  loathsome  and  revolting  calumny  on 
the  distinguished  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
No  one,  Mr.  P.  said,  could  blame  more  than  he 
did,the  language  of  the  memorialists;  but  culpa- 
ble as,  in  his  judgment,  they  were,  he  could  not 
consent  that  the  same  justice  should  not  be  ren- 
dered to  them  as  was  meted  to  others.  They 
had  a  right  to  have  their  proceedings  presented 
here  ungarbled,  and  as  they  had  been  altered 
without  their  consent,  he  could  not,  in  justice  to 
them,  receive  their  representations  in  any  other 
shape  than  that  in  which  they  prepared  them. 

Mr.  WILKINS  said,  he  had  ac»r<l  on  the 
principle  of  relation  which  ^exis'.r-,;  between 
himself  and  his  constituents.     He  had  .n-.ru  :ii 
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round  the  paragraph,   indicating  that  it  was  not 
to  be  read,  because  he  did  not  like  the  allusions 
which  had  been  made  to  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts.    These  allusions  had  nothing  to  do 
with   the   great  object   of  the  petition.        He 
knew   what   the    petitioners   wanted.        Tfciev 
wished  only  to  express  their  feelings  with  res- 
pect  to   the  great   measare  of  the  deposites. 
When  the  Chair  mentioned  to  him  the  impro- 
priety of  presenting  such    a  document  to  the 
Senate,  he  agreed  with  the  Chair.  No  censure 
ought  to  apply  to  the  presiding  officer,  as,  if 
he  (Mr.  W.)  had  not  acted,  that  officer  would 
have  sent  the  petition  back.      And  how  did  he 
(Mr.  W.)  mark  it?     Why,  in  the  presence  of 
the  Secretary's  assistant,    round  the  offensive 
matter,  in  the   first  instance,    but   afterwards 
across  it.     But  it  was  not  expunged.    It   was 
too  late  to  go  fully  into  the  subject ,  but  in-or- 
der  that  it  might  be  distinctly  brought  before 
the  Senate,  he  would  conclude  with  a  motion  to 
adjourn,  in  order  that  when   the   Senate   met 
again,  the   Chair  might  withdraw  his  motion 
and  he  (Mr.  W.)  would  then  present  it  entire 
as  it  came  from  the   hands  of  his  constituents. 
He  might  with  great  propriety  have  refused  to 
interfere  as  he  had  done,  for  resolutions   had 
been   received,   printed,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee   on  Finance,  containing  allusions  to 
him,  much  more  severe  than  those  which  they 
had  just  heard .     He  had  alluded  to  precedents, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  removing  any  doubts  in 
the  present  case,  but  because,    in  one  or  two 
instances,    his  political    opponents  had  found 
sentences  in  petitions  which  had   been  sent   to 
them  for  presentation,  reflecting  upon  his  (Mr. 
W's)  character,  and  they   had  very  generously 
and  delicately  stricken  them  out.     He  would 
move  that  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  was  willing  to  adjourn,  but 
could  not  do  so  upon  the  grounds  mentioned  by 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  The  memorial 
could  not  be  restored  to  its  original  state.  Did 
any  man  ever  hear  of  a  cancelled  paper  being 
restored?  No!— when  once  cancelled  it  was 
cancelled  for  ever.  He  could  not  vote  for  an 
adjournment  upon  these  motives,  but  was  will- 
ing to  do  so  in  order  that  the  presiding  officer 
might  have  time  to  r  eflect  upon  this  serious 
subject.  He  ought  t»  have  time  granted  to  him 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  BROWN  hoped  the  Senate  would  not 
adjourn.  Every  gentleman  could  say  whether 
or  not  the  offensive  matter  had  been  expunged. 
He  could  not  agree  with  the  Senator  from  S. 
Carolina,  that  the  petition  had  been  cancelled- 
it  was  still  legible.  ' 

Mr.  CALHOUN  inquired  whether  the  Chair 
had  not  declared  that  a  part  of  the  petition  had 
been  expunged. 

The  CHAIR  replied  in  the  affirmative. 
Mr.  CLAY  said,  that  if  the  Chair  desired  an 
adjournment,  he  should  vote  for  it;  but  if  not, 
he  thought  the  Senate  had  spent  time  enough 
on  this  subject,  and  hoped  it  would  be  decided 
upon  before  they  adjourned.  He  did  not  think 
that  any  Senator  had  a  right  to  alter  what 
came  to  him   from  bis  constituents;  and  he1 
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hoped  it  would  not    be   thought  that  such    a 
power  existed.     If  ever  he  knew  that  a  paper 
had    been  altered    without  the  consent  of  the 
people  from  whom  it  came,  he,  for  one,  would 
move   not  to  receive  it.     No  record  could  be 
made  m  the  present  case;  it  might  be  a  matter 
ot   doubt  at  some  future  period  whether  the 
whole  paper  had  been  received  or  not.     It  had 
been  said  that  this  matter  was  settled  by  prece- 
dents; but  he  would  remark  that  there  was  no 
instance  of  a  paper  being  presented  to  the  Se- 
nate, and  the   Senate  being  at  the  same  time 
told  that  it  was  not  the  paper  the  people  had 
passed  at  their  meeting.     In  this  respect  the 
case  stood  on  its  own  peculiar  grounds.    When 
a  question  of  this  kind  was  agitated  the  other 
chy,  and  a  petition  of  this  kind  was  presented, 
it  was   his  intention  to  have  voted  against  its 
reception,  but  the  motion  which  was  made  to 
that  effect  had  been  withdrawn.      He  hoped 
some  rule  would  now  be  decided  upon  which 
would  secure   the  Senate  from  petitions  of  this 
nature.     The  presiding  officer,   in  particular, 
ought  to  be  protected.     But,   with  regard  to 
the   Erie  and  Germantown  petitions,   he,  Mr. 
C,  really  felt  a  delicacy— he  did  not  like  to  de- 
signate any  gentleman  as  the  "magician"  allud- 
ed  to  therein.     How  could  they  have  rejected 
these  petitions?— the  term  "magician"  was  gen- 
eral; they  could  not  have  presumed  to  fix  the 
allusion  any  where;  it  would  have  been  partic- 
ularly wrong  to  have  dene  so  upon  the  father 
of  the  Senate— he  who  was  always  so  ready  to 
oblige  and  carry  into  effect  the  wishes  of  Sena- 
tors.    With  regard  to  the  other  unnameable 
parties  referred  to  in  the  petition— the  kitchen 
junto— it  was  ceirtainly  not  the  duty  of  the  Se- 
nate to  take  care  of  them.     There  was  no  simi- 
larity  between  the  Erie  and  Germantown  peti- 
tions, and  that  now  before  the  Senate. 

But  there  was  one  other  fact  connected  with 
the  memorials  from  Erie  and  Germantown— 
There  was  some  language  used  with  respect  to 
a  magician.  He  knew  not  what  was  meant, 
but,  if  he  had  refused  to  receive  the  memorial, 
he  must  have  given  a  definition  of  the  word- 
he  must  have  fixed  it  on  some  person.  It  was  evi- 
dently improper  to  fix  it  on  any  member  of  that 

body,  and  still  more  so  the  head  of  the  body 

He  had  not  supposed  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Senate  to  take  care  of  the  character  of  the 
junto  at  Germantown.  The  present  was  not  a 
case  of  petition.it  was  merely  a  case  of  proceed- 
ings; a  set  of  resolutions,  a  manifestation  of 
opinion.  They  did  not  complain;  they  desired 
nothing.  It  did  not  come  within  the  scope  of 
the  constitutional  province.  If  it  did,  it  ought 
to  be  couched  in  such  language  as  discreet 
men  would  approve.  All  joined  in  pronounc- 
ing it  to  be  such  as  ought  not  to  be  presented, 
and  he  did  not  wish  to  adjourn  until  the  Vice 
President's  opinion  was  known. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  rose,  and  observ- 
ed, in  substance,  that  it  was  with  much  regret 
that  the  Chair  felt  itself  compelled  to  detain  the 
Senate  at  so  late  an  hour,  by  any  observations 
of  its  own,  upon  a  subject  which  had  been  al- 
ready so  fully  discussed.    But  as  the  question 
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to  be  decided  was  in  its  nature  one  of  order,  in 
respect  to  which  it  was  not  only  proper  in  itself, 
but  conformably  also  to  parliamentary  usige, 
for  the  Chair  to  take  a  part,  he  felt  it  his  duty, 
as  well  to  the  Senate  as  to  the  Chair,  to  state 
briefly,  not  only  the  considerations  by  which 
its  course  has  been  influenced  in  the  particular 
case  now  before  the  Senate,  but  also  the  gener- 
al principles  which  the  Chyir  had  adopted  for 
its  government  in  regard  to  the  subject  matter 
out  of  which  it  had  arisen.  He  believed  such 
a  course,  on  his  part,  necessary  to  a  correct  un- 
derstanding of  the  immediate  question  under 
discussion,  and  that  it  could  not  fail  to  be  use- 
ful in  future.  By  the  express  provision  of  the 
Constitution,  the  Senate  is  authorised  to  "de- 
termine the  rules  of  its  proceedings."  By  this 
provision  of  the  Constitution,  the  rules  of  order, 
in  its  proceedings,  are  subjected  to  the  legisla- 
tion of  the  Senate  without  restriction,  other 
than  such  as  may  be  found  to  result  from  other 
and  express  provisions  of  the  Constitution. 
This  right  has  been  exercised  by  the  Senate  by 
means  of  the  rules  which  it  has  from  time  to 
time  established.  These  rules  provide  that 
every  question  of  order  shall  be  decided  by  the 
President,  subject,  nevertheless,  to  an  appeal 
to  the  Senate.  They  provide  further,  that  the 
President  may  call  for  the  sense  of  the  Senate 
on  any  question  of  order.  This  latter  provi- 
sion is  peculiar  to  this  body,  and  its  rules  are, 
in  that  respect,  unlike  those  of  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature.  But  little  conversant  with 
questions  of  order,  and  anxious  to  regulate  its 
course  by  the  best  lights  that  could  be  obtained, 
the  Chair  thought  it  proper,  at  an  early  day,  to 
look  into  the  practical  interpretation  which  had 
been  given  to  the  authority  thus  conferred  on  it , 
by  those  who  had  preceded  the  present  incum- 
bent in  the  occupation  of  the  Chair.  Upon 
that  examination  it  was  found,  that  it  had  gen- 
erally been  the  practice  of  the  Chair,  and  es- 
pecially upon  important  points  of  order,  to 
take  the  sense  of  the  Senate  in  respect  to  them 
in  the  first  instance,  whenever  there  was,  in  its 
judgment,  sufficient  question  as  to  the  proper 
course  of  proceeding  to  render  such  a  step  ad- 
visable. Having  regard  to  the  character  and 
construction  of  the  body,  this  mode  of  proceed- 
ing appeared  to  the  presiding  officer  to  be  not 
only  discreet  in  itself,  but  he  thought  it  would 
give  to  this  peculiar  provision  an  effect  most 
conformable  to  the  respect  which  was  justly  due 
to  the  Senate  from  a  presiding  officer  not  cho- 
sen by  itself.  The  Chair,  therefore,  lelt  no 
difficulty  in  adopting  it  as  a  rule  for  its  own 
conduct.  Why  that  course  could  not  be  pur- 
sued  upon  the  first  presentation  of  the  papers 
in  question,  consistently  with  other  and  para- 
mount considerations,  and  why  it  is  not  only 
most  proper,  but  highly  desirable,  that  the 
sense  of  the  Senate  should  now  be  taken  upon 
the  immediate  question  before  i*,  he  trusted 
would  be  made  quite  obvious  in  the  succeeding 
observations,  which  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  sub- 
mit. 

The  subject  matter  out  of  which  the  present 
question  has  arisen,  presents  two  points  for  de- 


cision; that  is  to  say,  first,  does  a  communication 
intended  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  through 
the  medium  of  the  presiding  officer,  from  the 
moment  of  its  reception  by  the  Chair,  become, 
ipso  facto,  as  is  contended,  the  property  and 
part  of  the  archieves  of  the  Senate,  so  as  to  de- 
prive the  Chair  of  all  discretion,  as  to  the  dispo- 
sition to  be  made  of  it,  without  the  approbation 
of  the  body?  And  if  that  be  not  the  case,  then, 
secondly,  under  what  responsibility  does  the 
Chair  rest  to  the  Senate,  in  regard  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  communications  which  it  suffers  to 
reach  the  body  through  its  agency?  These  are 
certainly  questions  of  a  very  grave  character, 
well  deserving  the  deliberate  consideration  of 
the  Senate.  They  are  questions  in  respect  to 
which  there  would  seem  to  be  a  diversity  ot 
opinion  among  the  members:  and  it  is  certainly 
far  from  being  the  intention  of  the  Chair  to  pass 
in  this  form,  upon  the  correctness  of  the  con- 
flicting deductions  which  have,  in  this  respect, 
been  drawn  from  the  premises  before  us,  by 
honorable  Senators.  Its  only  purpose  is  to  state 
its  own  views,  and,  in  doing  so,  it  feels  that  it 
may  safely  assume,  that  if  it  be  correct  to  say, 
that  the  Chair  has  no  rightful  authority  over 
communications  addressed  to  it  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate ;  no  right  to  return  them  to  those  from 
whom  they  came  ;to  deliver  them  over  to  their  re 
reprentatives  on  this  floor,  withhold  them  from 
the  Senate,  then  most  clearly  the  Chair  cannot 
be  held  responsible  for  the  contents  of  any  pa- 
per thus  presented.  It  can  only  be  necessary 
to  state  this  proposition,  to  render  the  incon- 
gruity and  injustice  of  the  opposing  pretension 
obvious  to  the  meanest  capacity ,  and  to  secure 
its  rejection  by  every  unprejudiced  mind.  What 
then  is  the  true  rule  as  to  the  power  and  duties 
of  the  Chair,  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  pa- 
pers addressed  to  it  with  a  view  to  their  sub- 
mission to  the  Senate?  Could  the  Chair  allow 
itself  to  consult  its  convenience  only,  and  to  re- 
lieve itself  from  responsibility ,  there  is  no  rule 
that  could  be  suggested,  by  which  those  objects 
would  be  more  effectually  accomplished,  than 
that  which  has  been  contended  for — by  which 
its  office ,  in  this  respect,  is  converted  into  one 
of  a  purely  ministerial  character,  and  by  which 
every  paper,  received  by  it  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate,  is  at  once  converted  into  a  portion  of 
the  Senatorial  archives.  But  the  Chair  has  not 
been  able  to  satisfy  itself,  that  it  could  thus  be 
relieved  from  a  duty  which  it  owed  to  the  Sen- 
ate. It  has,  on  the  contrary,  considered  it  to  be 
a  portion  of  that  duty  to  withhold  such  commu- 
nications as,  in  the  exercise  of  its  best  discre- 
tion, it  considered  to  be  so  framed  as  to  render 
their  presentation  inconsistent  with  the  respect 
due  to  the  Senate,  as  well  as  such  as  were,from 
other  considerations,  justly  subject  to  the  oper- 
tion  of  the  same  rule.  Scarcely  a  week  passes 
in  which  communications  are  not  received  by 
the  Chair,  with  a  request  to  have  them  laid  be. 
fore  the  Senate;  in  respect  to  which  it  is  appar- 
ent that  their  authors  are  suffering  under  men- 
tal aberrations. 

Communications  of  this  sort,  ©f  which  many 
are  constantly  in  the  .possession  of  the  Chair, 
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would,  on  the  supposition  referred  to,  be  enti- 
tled to  the  disposition  which  is  claimed  for  the 
paper  under  consideration.  But  the  exercise 
of  the  discretion  referred  to  has  not  been  con- 
fined by  the  Chair  to  papers  of  this  description, 
which  might  justly  be  regarded  as  extreme  ca- 
ses. It  has,  on  the  contrary,  felt  it  to  be  with- 
in the  line  of  its  duty,  to  withhold  from  the  Se- 
nate communications  which,  however  high  and 
sound  the  source  from  which  they  emanated, 
contained  reflections  upon  the  Senate,  plainly 
derogatory  to  its  honor.  It  is  but  a  few  weeks 
since  that  the  Chair  received,  with  a  request  to 
lay  them  before  the  Senate,  the  proceedings  of 
a  public  meeting  held  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, which  it  was  obvious,  had  been  a  very 
large  one,  und  which  the  Chair  does  not  doubt 
to  have  been  also  very  respectable,  in  which  the 
severest  censure  was  denounced  against  this 
body,  for  an  act  which  the  present  incumbent 
of  the  Chsir  happened  to  have  had  a  particular 
interest.  Under  j,the  influence  of  the  sense  of 
duty  which  has  been  expressed,  the  Chair  did 
not  hesitate  to  deliver  the  paper  to  one  of  the 
Senators  from  that  State,  with  a  request  that  it 
should  be  respectfully  returned  to  the  source 
from  which  it  had  come,  with  the  information 
that  the  Chair  felt  it  to  be  inconsistentwith  its  du- 
ty to  lay  a  paper  containing  such  matter  before 
the  Senate.  The  Chair  would  have  preferred  in 
this,as  it  would  in  every  similar  case.to  have  pur- 
sued the  course  authorized  by  the  rules  of  the 
Senate,  and  which  has  heretofore,  in  other  res- 
pects, been  so  extensively  adopted,  of  taking 
the  sense  of  the  Senate,  in  the  first  instance, 
upon  the  propriety  of  receiving  the  paper  in 
question.  But  it  has  hitherto  appeared  to  the 
Chair,  that  could  not  be  well  done  without  ex- 
posing the  Senate  to  the  indignity  against  which 
the  discretion  exercised  by  the  Chair  was  cal- 
culated to  protect  it,  viz.  the  indignity  of  hav- 
ing a  paper  read  to  it  which  reflected  upon  its 
character  and  motives. 

The  Chair  has  thought  it  proper  to  be  thus 
particular  in  the  statement  of  its  views  and  prac- 
tice, to  the  end,  that  if  the  opinion  which  has 
been  so  confidently  advanced,  that  every  paper 
received  by  the  Chair  becomes  the  property  of 
the  Senate,  subject  to  its  exclusive  disposition, 
be  that  of  the  body,  the  fact  may  be  authorita- 
tively announced,  either  in  the  form  of  a  rule, 
or  decision  of  the  Senate,  and  thus  made  the 
rule  of  conduct  for  the  future.  If  such  a  rule 
were  adopted,  the  respect  which  the  Chair  en 
tertains  for  the  body  over  which  it  has  the  hon- 
or to  preside,  as  well  as  a  sense  of  duty ,  will 
induce  it  to  carry  the  same  into  execution.  But 
the  Chair  has  felt  itself  constrained  to  regard 
this  as  an  erroneous  view  of  the  subject,  and  it 
has  already  stated  its  own  impressions  as  to  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  responsibility  under 
which  it  rested  to  the  Senate,  in  the  discharge 
of  this  portion  of  its  official  duties. 

In  taking  upon  itself  the  exercise  of  the  dis- 
cretion before  stated,  the  phair  was,  by  no 
means,  unapprised  of  the  extent  and  delicacy  of 
the  responsibility,  which,  without  previous  ref- 
erence to  the  wishes  of  the  Senate,  it  assumed; 


but  which  it  cheerfully  encountered  with  the 
view  of  upholding  the  true  dignity  of  a  body  to 
the  advancement  of  whose 'highest  interests  it 
had  determined  to  devote  itself. 

The  difficulties  of  a  successful  discharge  of 
this  trust  in  the  particular  case  under  considera- 
tion, had,  moreover,  been  in  no  small  degree  in- 
creased by  the  course  which  was  taken  by  the 
Senate,  and  by  the  character  of  the  debate,  on 
the  part  of  some  of  its  members,  in  two  cases 
similar  in  principle,  which  have  recently  been 
acted  upon.     It  was  well  known  that  the  Sea- 
ate,  although  its  attention  was  directly  called  to 
their  exceptionable  character,  decided  in  those 
cases,  to  receive  papers,  which,  en  accouut  of 
the  reflections  they  respectively  contained,  upon 
the  body  and  its  presiding  offic«r,  they  refused 
to  refer  or  to  print;  and  that,  in  the  discussion 
which  arose  up^n  their  presentation,  the  princi- 
ple!" was  distinctly  and  solemnly  avowed,  that,  in 
a  period  like  the  present,  it  did  not  belong  to 
the  Senate  to  prescribe  to  a  suffering  people  the 
language  in  which  they  should  call  upon  their 
Representatives  for  a  redress  of  grievances.    In 
these  proceeding-,  the  Chair  was  not  inclined,  on 
account  of  its  relation  to   the  subject,  to  take 
part;  nor  could  it  perhaps,  have  done  so  with 
propriety,  if  its  inclinations  had  been  otherwise. 
Although,  as  has  been  observed,  the  difficul- 
ties of  the  Chair  in  the  performance  of  this  part 
of  its  duties,  at  all  times  delicate,  were  thereby 
unavoidably    increased,   its    opinion    was    not 
changed  in  respect  to  the  principles  which  it  had 
adopted.     Acting  upon  that  principle,  the  Chair 
declined   to  submit  the  proceedings  in  question 
to   the   Senate,  although  well  satisfied  of  the  re- 
spectability of  the  source  from  whence  they  ema- 
nated, because  they  contained  improper  reflec- 
tions upon  one  of  its  members  by  name.     Altho' 
the   Chair   participated    so    far,  'at [least,  in  the 
sentiments     alluded     to,     as    to     be    willing 
to      extend    the    most    liberal    indulgence    to 
the  right  of  petition,  it  could  not  regard  it  as  con- 
sistent   with   the    peculiar   relations  in  which  it 
stood  towards  this  body,  to  permit  others  to  say 
lo  it,  in  a  petition  presented  through  the  agency 
of  the  Chair,  that,  for  which  it  would  be  the  duty 
of  the  Chair  to  call  a  Senator  to  order,  when  ut- 
tered orally  in  respect  to  one  of  his  compeers  on 
this   floor.     The  Chair,  therefore,  delivered  the 
paper  to  one  of  the  Senators  from  Pennsylvania, 
and  accompanied  it  by  a  declaration,  that,  unless 
he  and  his  colleague  felt  themselves  authorized 
to  suppress  the  exceptionable  matter,  the  Chair 
could  not  reconcile  it  to  its  sense  of  duty  to  pre- 
sent it  to  the  Senate. 

Upon  that  question,  the  Chair  did  not,  of 
course,  express  its  opinion;  but  it  regards  it  as 
due,  as  well  to  the  honorable  Senators  from  that 
State,  as  to  itself,  to  say,  that  if  it  had  regard- 
ed such  an  act,  on  their  part  to  be  liable  to  any 
just  exception,  it  would  never  have  submitted 
the  paper  to  them  with  any  such  suggestion. 
It  did  not  so  regard  it,  and,  least  of  all,  could 
it  have  anticipated  that  an  act  done  under  the 
circumstances,  and  from  the  motives  by  which 
it  was  characterized,  would  have  elicited  the 
exceptions  which  bave  been  made  to  it.     The 
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facts  and  circumstances  of  the  case  were  now 
before  the  Senate  ;  and,  whatever  difference 
of  opinion  may  exist  as  to  their  effect  upon  the 
question  of  the  validity  of  the  paper  in  its  pre- 
sent state,  the  Chair  is  quite  confident  there  can 
be  none  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  motives  by 
which  the  transaction  has  been  characterised. 

This,  however,  is  not  the  only  objection  that 
has  been  raised  against  the  presentation  of  the 
paper.  It  was  objected  by  an  honorable  Sena- 
tor, that  these  proceedings,  the  erasure  of  a 
part  of  which  is  deemed  so  objectionable,  are 
but  a  part  of  a  common  newspaper,  without 
even  the  autograph  signature  of  any  of  the  pre- 
siding officer.-!,  or  other  mark  of  authenticity, 
and,  therefore,  not  admissible  according  to  Par- 
liamentary usage.  That  objection  has,  however, 
been  fully  answered  by  the  reading  of  the  ori- 
ginal letter  from  the  committee  appointed  by 
the  meeting  to  communicate  its  proceedings  to 
the  Chair,  and  which  is  before  the  Senate  in  the 
state  in  which  it  was  received,  but  which  had 
been  overlooked  by  the  acting  Secretary  of  the 
Senate.  Rut  it  is  further  objected,  that  the  paper 
in  question  does  still  contain  exceptionable  mat- 
ter, inasmuch  as  it  charges  the  corruption  of 
Congress  by  the  bank.  The  Chair  has  no  hesi- 
tation to  say,  that,  if  the  paper  had  appeared 
to  it  susceptiele  of  that  construction,  it  would 
not  have  deemed  it  proper,  upon  its  own  mere 
motion,  to  lay  it  before  the  Senate.  Upon  the 
brief  and  cursory  examination  which  it  was  alone 
in  the  power  of  the  Chair  to  give  to  its  contents, 
extended  as  they  are,  they  did  not  strike  the 
Chair  as  charging  more  than  a  disposition  upon 
the  part  of  the  bank  to  corrupt  Congress  and 
the  press.  Nor  is  the  Chair  now  satisfied  that 
the  proceedings  in  question,  although  upon  the 
examination  to  which  they  have  been  subjected 
by  the  Senate,  they  are  certainly  found  to  con- 
tain many  injurious  insinuations,  do  contain  the 
charge  of  practised  corruption  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

The  Chain,  perhaps,  owes  it  to  itself  to  state, 
that,  before,  presenting  the  proceedings,  it  sug- 
gested to  the  Senator  more  directly  referred  to 
by  them,  its  willingness  to  hold  them  up  for  fur- 
ther advisement  and  examination,  and  that  it 
was  in  consequence  of  hearing  from  that  Sena- 
tor that  he  had  a  response  to  the  proceedings 
in  his  possession,  that  he  would  probably  make 
some  observations  upon  them,  and  that  he 
would  prefer  to  have  them  presented  forth- 
with, that  the  Chair  was  induced  to  present 
them  this  morning.  But,  whatever  may  be  the 
•  just  construction  of  their  contents,  it  is  in  the 
power  of  the  Senate  to  make  such  a  disposition 
of  them,  upon  the  motion  made  by  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  as  may  be  deemed  most  con- 
sistent with  justice  and  the  respect  that  is  due 
to  the  body. 

In  regard  to  the  suggestion  that  the  Chair 
should  ask  permission  to  withdraw  the  paper, 
it  has  only  to  say,  that  it  thinks  it  in  every  res- 
pect desirable,  that  the  Senate  should  itself  now 
express  an  opinion  upon  the  point  presented  to 
its  consideration  by  the  pending  motion.  Such 
a  decision  is  particularly  important  in  the  pre- 


sent agitated  state  of  the  country,  and  in  view 
of  the  great  probability  that  cases  of  the  same 
kind  may  again  arise,  if  not  prevented  by  the 
formal  decision  of  the  Senate.  To  have  taken 
its  opinion  upon  the  subject  in  the  first  instance 
under  the  rule  of  the  Senate,  would  have  be«n 
the  choice,  of  course,  of  the  Chair,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  difficulty  which  has  been  referred 
to.  The  subject  is  now  before  the  Senate. 
Whatever  room  there  may  be  for  a  difference 
of  opinion,  as  to  the  strict  propriety  of  the 
course  which  had  been  taken,  there  cannot  be 
any,  it  is  hoped,  in  respect  to  the  motives  and 
intentions  which  prompted  to  that  course.  Up- 
on this  point,  the  Chair  does  not  feel  itself  to 
be  under  the  slightest  necessity  to  indulge  in 
protestations  or  assurances  of  any  kind.  It  is 
fully  persuaded  that  no  unprejudiced  mind 
will,  for  a  moment,  hesitate  in  believing,  that 
its  conduct  in  the  whole  matter  has,  so  far  at 
least  as  intention  is  involved,  been  controlled 
by  the  principles  which  were  avowed  by  the 
Chair  at  the  threshold  of  its  duty,  and  which,  it 
is  well  assured,  have  been  most  faithfully  ad- 
hered to.  Why,  then,  should  the  decision  of 
the  Senate  be  superseded  through  its  agency  ? 
It  can  perceive  no  good  reason  for  such  a 
course,  whilst  many  are  opposed  to  its  adoption. 
Independently  of  the  intrinsic  importance  of 
such  a  decision,  there  are  other  considerations 
of  a  still  more  imperative  character. 

As  has  already  been  stated,  the  Senate  has 
heretofore  decided  to  receive  communications 
from  the  people  upon  this  subject,  which,  on  ac- 
count of  the  injurious  reflections  they  contained, 
as  well  on  the  Senate  as  on  its  presiding  officer, 
it  refused  to  commit  or  print.  The  subject  hav- 
ing then  entered  into  the  deliberation  and  deci- 
sion of  the  Senate,  it  is  desirable  that  all  further 
action  upon  it,  should  be  under  its  control,  when 
that  can,  as  in  the  present  case,  be  done  without 
impropriety.  Again:  a  grave  question  has  been 
made  and  fully  discussed,  as  to  the  control  of 
Senators  over  the  communications  of  their  con- 
stituents under  circumstances  like  the  present. — 
It  is  proper  also  that  that  point  should  be  settled 
by  the  Senate.  To  render  the  proposed  course 
admissable  on  the  part  of  the  Chair,  there  should 
at  leastbe  unanimity  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  in 
desiriag  it.  Such  appears  not  to  be  the  case. — 
It  is  not  only  expressly  objected  to  by  Senators, 
but  there  obviously  appears  to  be  a  diversity  of 
opinion  amongst  the  members  upon  the  ab- 
stract question  whether  the  paper  should 
be  received  or  not.  Under  such  circumstances, 
and  without  noticing  an  objection  of  order  which 
would  render  the  step  improper  without  unani- 
mous consent — a  consent  which  has  already  been 
refused — the  Chair  cannot  but  think,  that  it 
will  best  discharge  its  duties  to  all  parties,  by  al- 
lowing the  question  before  the  Senate,  and  upon 
which  the  yeas  and  nays  have  been  already  or- 
dered to  be  taken. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said,  before  the  names  were 
called,  he  would  inquire  whether  it  was  in  order 
to  move  that  the  Vici  President  have  leave 
to  withdraw  the  petition  ;  his  reason  was,  that 
it  seemed  to  be  conceded  that  Senators  had  the 
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right  to  alter  petitions,  which  he  accounted  a 
measure  of  high  delicacy  and  responsibility.  If 
the  Senate  had  not  affirmed  this,  and  if  the 
judgerant  was  good  that  this  was  not  the  paper 
from  York,  if  it  was  otherwise,  it  would  not  be 
subjected  to  that  strict  rule  of  consideration  ; 
and  it  was  for  this  purpose  he  would  make  the 
motion,  that  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  the 
chair  should  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  said,  they  had  been 
called  on  to  vote  whether  they  would  receive 
it,  and  now  the  motion  was  on  leave  to  with- 
draw. If  it  was  received,  the  chair  might  then 
withdraw  it ;  but  if  it  was  not  received,  there 
would  be  no  question  of  withdrawal.  If  it  was 
in  possession  of  the  Senate,  it  had  already  been 
received. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  seconded  the  motion  on 
leave  to  withdraw,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  objected. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  if  it  was  the  desire  of 
the  Chair  to  withdraw,  on  leave  granted  by 
yeas  and  nays,  let  it  be  so. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  objected. 

The  motion  to  receive  the  residum  of  the 
memorial  from  York,  was  then  taken,  and  lost 
by  the  following  vote  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth, 
Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King  of  Ala. 
King  of  Ga.  King,  McKean,  Manguni,  Morris, 
Robinson,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White, 
Wilkin?,  Wright;  20. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Kent,  Leigh , 
Moore,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard, 
Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Waggaman,  Web- 
ster; 24. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Hon.  WILLIAM  JACKSON  of  Mass.  ap- 
peared, produced  credentials,  made  the  oath  to 
support  the  Constitution  and  then  took  his 
seat. 

VIRGINIA  RESOLUTIONS. 

The  Virginia  resolutions  form  the  order  of 
the  day,  and 

Mr.  FINCKNEY  being  in  possession  of  the 
floor,  was  about  to  address  the  House,  when 

Mr.  ADAMS  of  Mass.  requested  him  to  waive 
his  claim  to  the  floor,  in  order  to  allow  the  pre- 
sentation of  petitions  and  memorials  from  the 
various  States. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  consented,  and 

Mr.  ADAMS,  of  Massachusetts,  presented 
to  the  House  certain  resolutions  of  the  Leg- 
islature of  that  State,  expressive  of  the  views 
of  that  body,  in  relation  to  the  State  of  the 
currency,  and  the  removal  of  the  public  de- 
posites  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

Before  going  into  any  notice  of  the  occasion 
and  character  of  these  resolutions,  Mr.  Adams 
said,  he  thought  it  proper  to  remark  that,  al-, 
though  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
was  not  one  of  those  States,  by  the  suffrages 
of  whose  citizens,  the  present  Chief  Magis- 


trate of  the  United  States  had  been  raised  to 
the  station  he  now  occupied,  there  was  no  por- 
tion of  the  United  States  where  its  laws,  of 
every;  kind,  have  been  more  cheerfully,  or 
more  faithfully  executed,  from  the  day  of  his 
entering  on  his  office,  to  this  time,  than  by  the 
people  of  Massachusetts.  There  was  no  por- 
tion of  the  Union  where  a  more  ready  acqui- 
escence was  yielded  to  the  will  of  the  major- 
ity of  the  people  of  the  Union,  as  manifested 
by  the  result  of  the  elections — none,  where 
a  more  cordial  desire  was  felt  to  give  an  honest 
and  liberal  support  to  the  measures  of  the  ad- 
ministration. 

In  what  manner  this  disposition  had  been 
cultivated,  he  would  not  now  inquire;  but  that, 
as  late  as  last  June,  it  was  not  extinct,  the  kind, 
the  friendly,  he  might  say  the  enthusiastic,  hos- 
pitality with  which  the  President  had  been  re- 
ceived by  all  classes  of  the  people  of  that  com- 
monwealth, and  that,  too,  under  arrangements 
directed  by  their  Legislature,  sufficiently  prov- 
ed. It  had  been  witnessed  by  the  whole  Un- 
ion. He  trusted  it  had  not  escaped  the  recol- 
lection of  the  President  himself.  Sir,  said  Mr. 
A.,  it  is  no  pleasant  consideration  to  reflect  that 
it  was  in  the  very  bosom  of  that  hospitality, 
surrounded  by  tokens  of  confidence,  lavishly 
bestowed,  and  surfeited  with  marks  of  honor, 
granted  upon  trust,  that  the  determination  was 
formed  to  make  this  fatal  experiment  on  the 
deare*  interests  and  very  subsistence  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  A,  said,  he  would  now  proceed  to  notice 
the  occasion  on  which  those  resolutions  had 
been  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts, which  it  was  now  the  melancholy  duty 
of  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  people 
of  that  Commonwealth  to  present.  That  oc- 
casion was  expressed  in  the  preamble  to  the  re- 
solutions— 

"Whereas,  in  the  midst  of  a  season  of  gen- 
eral prosperity,  the  community  has  been  sud- 
denly visited  by  a  distressing  and  alarmingjfinan- 
cial  crisis,  which  has  created  great  embarrass- 
ment in  |all  branches  of  business,  occasioned 
many  bankruptcies,  and,  if  much  longer  con- 
tinued, threatens  to  involve  in  ruin  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  active  part  of  the  citizens, 
of  all  employments,  and  of  all  political  par- 
ties." 

Sir,  said  Mr.  A.,  is  not  this  statement  true' 
Is  it  not  true  in  both  its  parts?  Was  not  the  17th 
of  September,  the  day  preceding  that  in  which 
was  announced  to  the  responsible  Cabinet  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate,  his  determination  to  maks 
this  fatal  experiment,  a  season  of  general  pros- 
perity ?  and  has  not  the  community  since  then 
been  suddenly  visited  by  an  alarming  and  dis- 
tressing reverse  of  fortune?  Is  there  a  member 
of  this  House  who  will  deny  it?  If  there  is, 
then  I  shall  call  upon  the  testimony  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate  to  prove  it.  What  was  the  lan- 
guage of  the  first  paragraph  of  his  message  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress  at  the  opening  of  the 
present  session: 

"Fellow  Citizens  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Repretentatives:  On  your  assembling  to  perform 
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the  high  trusts  which  the  people  of  the  United  1  first  eight  resolutions  contain  a  series  of  pro 


States  have  confided  to  you,  of  legislating  for 
their  common  welfare,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to 
congratulate  you  upon  the  happy  condition  of 
our  beloved  country.  By  the  favor  of  Divine 
Providence,  health  is  again  restored  to  us:  peace 
reigns  within  our  borders:  abundance  crowns 
the  labors  of  our  fields:  commerce  and  domes- 
tic industry  flourish  and  increase:  and  individual 
happiness  rewards  the  private  virtue  and  enter- 
prise of  our  citizens." 

Sir,  if  that  was  not  a  true  portraiture  of  ex 


positions  founded  on  general  principles  of  po- 
litical economy,  on  close  and  logical  argument; 
from  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  upon  the  lessons  of  expe- 
rience, all  combining  to  demonstrate  the  neces- 
sity and  the  lawfulness  of  a  National  Bank.  lit 
these  eight  resolutions  the  whole  argument  is 
concluded,  and  I  hold  it  to  be  entirely  unan- 
swerable. I  do  not  mean  that  it  is  incontesta- 
ble; for,  I  doubt  not  that  it  will  be  contested, 
and  that  volumes  may  be  written  or  delivered 


isting  things  at  the  time  it  was  delivered,  it  con-   against   it?   but   I  do  mean  and  believe  that  it 


tains  at  least  a  true  picture  of  what  their  state 
had  been  a  few  weeks  before.  But  sir,  in  the 
midst  of  this  bright  and  flourishing  scene  of 
rational  prosperity,  the  experiment  came  like 
a  consuming  fire;  with  a  garden  as  of  Eden  be- 
fore it,  and  a  desolate  wilderness  behind.  That, 
in  the  ruin  occasioned  by  this  experiment,  the 
people  of  Massachusetts  were  destined  to  ex- 
perience their  full  share,  is  but  too  certain. 
The  experiment  has  but  just  commenced,  its 
first  ravages  only  have,  as  yet,  been  experienc- 
ed; there  is  time  to  stop;  and  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts  have  thought,  that  under  there 
circumstances,  il  is  their  duty  to  come  forward, 
and  to  endeavor,  if  possible,  while  yet  it  might 
(done,  to  arrest  the  hand  of  the  destroyer; 
o  avert,  if  yet  it  may  be  possible,  the  impend- 
ing ruin.     The  preamble  proceeds — 

•'Whereas,  it  is  expedient,  that  under  these 
circumstances,  the  citizens  should  unite,  with- 
out distinction  of  party,  in  the  adoption  of  such 


will  not  be  answered.  The  billows  of  all  the 
human  passions  may  dash  against  it .  there  it  will 
remain,  immovable  as  the  rock  of  ages. 

The  ninth  resolution  contains  a  practical  de- 
duction from  those  which  preceded  it.  Thus  it 
readi — 

"  Resolved,  That,  for  the  reasons  set  forth  in 
the  preceding  resolves,  we  consider  a  well  con- 
stituted National  Bank,  as  one  of  the  most  valu- 
able and  important  institutions  of  the  country: 
that  we  have  seen  with  deep  regret  the  disposi- 
tion manifested  b)  the  present  Chief  Magistrate 
of  the  United  States,  to  use  his  influence  in  op- 
position to  the  existence  of  any  such  bank  :  and 
we  cannot  relinquish  the  hope,  that  he  will  yet 
concur  with  the  Legislature  of  tho  Union,  in  con- 
tinuing to  the  people  the  great  advantages  that 
result  from  the  existence  of  a  National  Bank." 

On  this  resolution  I  have  two  remarks  to  make. 
The  first  is,  that  it  avoids  all  questions  as  to  the 
exercise  of  the  power  by  the  President  in  the  re- 


conciliatory,   temperate,  and  at  the  same  time,    moval  of  the  deposites  :    it  makes  no  constitu 


vigorous  and  efficient  measures,  as  are  best  fit- 
ted to  afford  the  necessary  relief,  and  particu- 
larly that  the  General  Court  of  this  Common- 
wealth should,  express  their  opinion  upon  the 
subject,  to  the  end  that  the  Senators  and  Re- 
presentatives of  the  Commonwealth  in  Congress 
may  be  the  better  enabled  to  carry  into  effect 
the  intentions  of  their  cons'ituents-" 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  am  not  authorized  to  speak 
on  this  occasion  in  the  name  of  my  colleagues 
upon  this  floor.  Each  and  every  one  of  them 
i  •  perfectly  able  and  competent  to  speak  for 
himself;  and  I  speak  for  myself  when  I  say  that 
it  gives  me  inexpressible  consolation  to  declare 
my  general  concurrence  in  all  these  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of.  Massachusetts.  They 
were  pa?aed  alter  warm  and  animated  debates 
m  both  branches  of  the  Legislature.  In  the 
Senate  they  were  adopted  with  the  exception 
of  one  solitary  vote:  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives they  were  passed  by  a  majority  of 
nearly  three    to  one;  and  that  in  the  most  nu- 


tional  question:  it  does  not  deny  to  the  President 
the  control  of  the  executive  department :  it  does 
not  deny  his  power  to  remove  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  or  the  Secretary  of  any  other  de- 
partment, at  his  pleasure.  It  does  not  deny  that  the 
Treasury  is  in  an  executive  department.  It 
does  not  question  the  power  of  the  President  tp 
removo  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  al!  timed,' 
and,  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  „p  appoinv 
another  in  his  place.  The  Legislature  of  Mass**' 
chusetts  do  not  even  censure  the  President  for  *'u# 
removal  of  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  wh0  de- 
clined to  order  at  "his  command  t^e  public  funds 
to  be  removed  from  their  place  of  deposite  in  the. 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  second  remark, 
is,  (hat  this  resolution  enters  not  into,  thp  cp^tro-^ 
versy  between  the  Government  a,nft  the  Bank. 
It  takes  no  part  in  that  ^putest-  It  manifests, 
indeed,  a  feeling  of  respect  and  friendship  fpr  the 
existing  National  Bank,  as  it  has  been  and  ip, 
administered. '' '  The  Xegislature  of  Massachu- 
setts entertain  no  prejudices  against  the  Bank. 


merous  representative  body  which  exists  in  the  I  They  acknowledge  »ud  declare  the  great  servi 
United  S'ates.     Sir,  I  have  not  the  shadow  oft  ces  which  it  haa  rendered  to  the  country,  by  the 


a  doubt  that  these  resolutions  express  theopin 
ions  and  sentiments  of  three-fourths  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts: 
and  of  a  still  larger  prepartion  of  my  own  in- 
dividual cons'ituents:  and  thin  unison  of  senti- 
ments is  the  more  remarkable,  inasmuch  as  it 
is  formed  by  a  concurrence  of  opinions  between 
parties,  upon  other  great  topics  of  public  inter- 
est widely  separated  from  each  othe.r.    The 


regulation  of  the  currency.  They  would  prefer 
to  see  the  continuance  of  those  services  secured 
by  its  being  rechartered  ,  bat  they  present  that 
measure  only  as  an  alternative,  which  they  call 
upon  the  Government  of  the  Union  to  adopt — or 
to  supply  its  place  by  some  other  measure  of  equal 
efficacy  for  the  attainment  of  the  same  end. 

I  mention  these  things,  in  order  to  show  that 
the  [resolutions  have  been  drawn  in  that  calm* 
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temperate,  and  conciliatory  spirit,  which  is  pro- 
fessed in  the  preamble.  The  Legislature  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, urged  by  their  paternal  regard  for 
the  rights  and  interests  of  that  people  whose  re- 
presentatives they  are,  feel  the  pressure  of  an 
enormous  evil  now  bearing  on  the  community 
With  extreme  severity,  and  threatening  to  be- 
come, at  no  distant  day,  intolerable.  They  know 
that  the  remedy  for  this  evil  is  in  the  power  of 
Congress.  They  point  out  that  remedy :  it  is 
perfectly  simple,  perfectly  obvious,  and  would 
be  altogether  infallible  in  its  operation.  The 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts  call  upon  Con- 
gress to  apply  it.  That  this  remedy  will  and 
must,  sooner  or  later,  be  applied,  I  have  no  more 
doubt,  Mr.  Speaker,  than  I  have  that  I  see  you 
sitting  in  that  chair.  The  tortures  of  ten  Span- 
ish Inquisitions  will  not  prevent  it.  The  farthest 
wilds  of  Africa  will  aflbrdjno  refuge  from  it.  The 
opinions,  passions,  and  prejudices  of  men  pass 
away,  but  their  wants  remain;  and  their  opin- 
ions, passions,  and  prejudices,  fluctuating  as 
they  are,  finally  settle  upon  the  side  of  their 
wants.  The  people  of  this  Union  want  a  Na- 
tional Institution,  to  perform  the  services  which 
have  been  performed  by  two  successive  Banks 
of  the  United  States.  They  cannot  divest  them- 
selves of  this  want,  if  they  would.  They  want 
it,  as  they  want  food — as  they  want  raiment — 
and  their  Union  can  no  more  exist  for  any  length 
of  time  without  it,  than  any  individual  among 
them  can  subsist  for  any  length  of  time  upon  air. 

I  say  this  with  the  more  confidence,  Mr. 
Soeaker,  because  we  have  been  told  that  the  ex- 
periment must  and  shall  be  made.  Among  the 
empirics  of  former  days  it  was  an  admitted  max- 
im that  experiments  dangerous  to  human  life 
-ought  to  be  made  only  upon  worthless  bodies. 
Experimentum  in  copore  vili.  Sir,  who  can  think 
without  a  thrill,  of  an  experiment  upon  the  life- 
blood  of  the  American  people.  Sir,  the  experi- 
ment has  been  made,  and  made  under  circum- 
stances far  more  favorable  to  success,  and  more 
calculated  to  break  the  blow  which  must  fall 
upon  the  commerce  and  credit  of  the  country, 
than  those  which  are  now  impending  over  us. 
And  what  were  the  consequences  ?  An  enor- 
mous multiplication  of  local  banks.  The  sus- 
pension, almost  universal,  of  specie  payments. 
Floods  upon  floods  of  paper  trash,  tender  laws — 
relief  laws,  stop  laws — old  and. new  courts — 
insolvency — bankruptcy — the  verge  of  civil  war 
— the  institution  of  a  new  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  with  a  capital  of  thirty-five  millions,  in- 
stead often.  Sir,  I  have  summed  up,  in  as  few 
words  as  I  could,  the  known  results  of  this  grand 
experiment,  the  last  time  it  was  made.  And  it 
,wa$  with  a  view  to  avert  the  repetition  of  these 
ta]amiiie3,  and  the  recurrence  of  others  yet  hea- 
'  vie'r  'that  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  fore- 
see, will  be  the  .unayoidablejconsequences  of  this 
.experiment,  .that  they'haye  ac!cpj;ed  these  resolu- 
tions. 

The  eleventh  resolution  is  in  these  words: 
"Resolved,  That  the    reasons   submitted  to 
Congress  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for 
the  late  removal  of  the  public  treasure  from  the 


custody  of  the  bank,  are  not  sufficient  to  justify 
the  measure." 

Concurring  entirely  in  the  opinions  here  ex- 
pressed, I  will  not  now  consume  the  time  of  the 
House  in  any  attempt  to  discuss  them.  I  hope 
hereafter  to  have  the  opportunity  of  presenting 
what  I  have  to  say  upon  this  resolution  moro  at 
large* 

The  thirteenth  resolution  is  as  follows  : 
"Resolved,  That  the  Senators  of  this  com- 
monwealth in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  the 
representatives  requested,  to  use  their  influence 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  restoration  of 
the  deposites  of  public  money  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  continuing  to  the  peo- 
ple the  advantages  resulting  from  a  national  bank 
by  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  present  one, 
or  in  some  other  way." 

I  read  this  merelytto~show  the]  reason  whyjl 
accompany  the  presentationof  these  resolutions 
of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  with  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  I  offer  to  this  House, 
and  which  I  desire  to  take  the  same  course  and 
have  the  same  reference,  with  the  resolutions  to 
which  it  relates,  viz  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  of  the  Legis-. 
lature  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  in  relation 
to  the  state  of  the  currency,  and  the  removal  of 
the  public  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  with 
instructions  to  report  a  plan  to  continue  to  the 
people  the  advantages  of  a  National  Bank." 

I  now  move  that  the  resolutions,  after  being 
read,  be  laid  upon  the  table  and  printed,  to  be 
taken  up  as  soon  as  their  consideration  will  be 
in  order,  and  that  when  they  shall  be  taken  up, 
the  resolution  I  last  offered  be  taken  up,  and  be 
considered  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  POLK,  of  Tennessee,  asked  leave  to  ad- 
dress the  House  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Adams. 

Members  objecting,  Mr.  P.  moved  for  leave, 
and  the  question  being  put,  leave  was  granted 
by  the  House. 

Mr.  POLK  then  said,  that  he  would  endeavor 
to  requite  the  indulgence  which  had  been  ex- 
tended, by  confining  himself  to  a  very  brief  re- 
ply. That  the  resolutions,  expressive  of  the 
opinions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  ancient  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts,  were  entitled  to 
the  respectful  consideration  of  the  House,  none 
would  more  readily  concede  than  himself.  And 
if,  on  presenting  them,  the  gentleman  had  con- 
fined himself,  as  was  usual  on  the  presentation 
of  memorials,  to  a  simple  statement  of  their  con- 
tents and  object,  they  would  have  been  dispos- 
ed of  in  the  usual  manner,  and  he  certainly 
should  not  have  troubled  the  House  with  any 
remarks  in  relation  to  them.  But  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  following  a  course  of 
remarks,  which  in  his  judgment,  was  becoming 
but  too  fashionable  in  that  House,  had  chosen 
to  go  out  of  his  way,  unjustifiably,  and  even 
harshly,  to  assail  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
countiy. 

The  gentleman  said,  that  while  the  President 
on  his  northern  tour  last  summer,  had  been  even 
surfeited  by  the  hospitality  of  the  people  of  Bos- 
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ton,  at  the  moment  he  was  receiving  that  hospi- 1 
tality,  cherished  in  his  breast,  though  concealed 
the  fell  design  of   making  an  experiment,  the 
effects  of  which  must  visit,  and  was  visiting,  the 
country  with  ruin  and   desolation  :    and   that 
the  object  of   the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts 
in  offering  these  resolutions,  had  been  to  arrest 
the  hand  of  this  destroyer  and  enemy  of  the 
public  liberty.     It  was  for  the  purpose  of  repel- 
ling a  remark  so  uncalled  for  and  so  unjust, that 
he   had  now  risen.     Instead  of  discussing  the 
question  of  the  bank  and  the  deposites  as  states- 
men should  discuss  it,  it  had  been  too  much  the 
order  of  the  day,  of  late,  for  the  advocates  and 
friends  ofthebankto  exhaust  the  whole  vocab- 
ulary of  the  language,  to  denounce  the  Presi- 
dent.   Because  the  Pres  dent  had  firmly  met 
and  thwarted  the  wicked  and  corrupt  designs  of 
a  great  moneyed  institution,  in  his  opinion  dan- 
gerous   to  the  liberties  of  the  Nation,  he  was 
denounced  as  a  tyrant  and  a  destroyer,  and  this 
too,  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts — the 
rery    last  of  all  men  from  whom  such  a  course 
was   to  be  expected.     How  was  it  that  neither 
that    gentleman,  nor    any  of   those  who  acted 
with    him  upon  this  occasion,  were  ever  heard 
to   say  a  word  against  the  bank?     The  bank 
might  pursue  the  most  grinding,  tyrannical, and 
oppressive  policy,  yet,  while  at'  manner  of  cur- 
set   were    heaped  on  the  Chief  Magistrate,  the 
conduct  of  the  bank  received  nothing  but.  com- 
mendation or  apology  at  their  hands.     What- 
ever might  be  the  commercial  distress  felt  by 
the    community,  it    was  all  to  be  attributed  to 
this  tyrant,  and,  according  to  these  gentlemen, 
the  bank  has  contributed  nothing  to  produce  it. 
The  people,  however,  Mr.   P.   said,    would 
not  be  very  ready  to  believe  that  the  man  who, 
after  an  eventful  life ,  spent  in  the  public  ser- 
vice, who  had  nothing  more  to  hope  from  the 
gift  of  the  people,  and  who  occupied  the  high- 
est station  which  their  confidence  could  be- 
stow, was  the  tyrant  and  the  destroyer  of  his 
country's  prosperity,     which    »he    gentleman 
.  would  represent  him  to  be.     What,  sir,    said 
Mr.  P  ,   has  it  come  to  this?     Is  the  bank  the 
Government?     May  none  dare  to  question    its 
immaculate  purity  and  infallibility,  but  he  must 
be  subject  to   its  anathemas,  and  singled   out 
as  the  object  of  reproach  and  abuse,  and  this, 
too,  from  the  honest  discharge  of  a  high  pub- 
lic duty  ?     Has  it    become  necessary  to  resort 
to  such  means  to  sustain  this  moneyed  monopo- 
ly in  its  warfare  wiih  the  Government  of  the 
pe«ple  I* 

Air.  P.  said,  that  he  regarded  the  present 
controversy  as  having  acquired  a  character  and 
a  tone  which  gave  it  mucn  higher  importance 
than  was  at  first  attached  to  it.  It  was  no  lon- 
ger the  mere  question  of  bank  or  no  bank.  It 
was  a  question  affecting  the  honor  of  the  coun- 
try— upon  the  decision  of  which  depended  the 
future  character  of  the  Government  itself.  If 
the  bank  should  now  prove  itself  to  be  strong 
enough  to  control  the  current  of  public  affairs, 
why  then  it  must  become,  in  all  after  time,  the 
ruler  of  the  land,  to  whom  all  must  bow  who 
seek  power  or  preferment;  and,  if  they  attain 


either,  must  receive  it  at  the  gracious  will  and 
plearure  of  this  great  monyed  aristocracy. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  was  sorry  to  have  been  called 
up  on  this  occasion.  He  had  listened  silently, 
for  days  and  days,  to  torrents  of  coarse  abuse 
which  were  continually  poured  out  upon  the 
Chief  Magistrate,  for  the  honest  and  independ- 
ent course  he  had  pursued.  He  hoped  such  a 
course  would  for  the  future  be  abandoned,  and 
that  gentlemen  would  confine  ihems-lves  to 
the  discussion  of  the  great  public  question  be- 
fore us. 

Mr.  ADAMS  requested  Mr.  Pinck.nlt,  of 
South  Carolina,  who  claimed  the  floor,  to  in- 
dulge him  merely  to  say,  that  he  had  no  reply 
to  make  to  Mr.  Polk:  adding,  I  shall  never  be 
disposed  to  interfere  wiih  any  member  who 
shall  rise  on  this  floor  and  pronounce  a  panegy- 
ric upon  the  Chief  Magistrate. 
No!  let  the  candied  tongue  lick  absurd  pomp, 
And  crook  the  pliant  hinges  of  the  knee, 
Where  thrift  may  follow  fawning!  , 

Mr.  JAltVIS  presented  a  petition  of  inhabit 
ants  of  the  town  of  Deer  Isle,  in  the  county  of 
Hancock,  State  of  Maine,  praying  that  a  light 
house  may  be  erected  on  Spoon  Island,  in  «aid 
State,  which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  JARV1S  presented  a  memorial  of  inhab- 
itants of  Eastport,  in  th?  State  of  Maine,  com- 
plaining of  losses  in  business  occasioned  by  de- 
rangement in  the  currency  of  the  country,  con- 
sequent upon  the  unfriendly  relation  subsisting 
between  the  Executive  and  the  Bank  of  the  U. 
Slates,  and  praying  redress. 

Mr.  HALL  pre.-ented  a  petition  of  Richard 
Butman,  praying  th.t  certain  duties  paid  by  him 
through  error  may  be  refunded. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  memorial  of  inhab- 
itants of  the  town  of  Lubec,  in  the  State  of 
Maine,  praying  that  the  deposite  of  the  public 
money  may  be  restored  to  the  Bank  of  the  U. 
States,  and  that  the  charter  of  said  bank  may 
be  renewed. 

Said  petitions  and  m  mortals  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  to  the  House  the 
following  communication: 

"Portland,  Feb.  27,  1834. 
"We  have  perceived  with  great  regret, by  the 
report  in  the  public  papers  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  House  over  which  you  preside,  that  a 
Representative  in  Congress,  from  this  State,  on 
presenting  certain  resolutions  signed  by  our- 
selves and  others  as  a  Committee,  by  order  and 
in  behalf  of  a  large  meeting  of  the  merchants 
and  business  men  of  this  city,  took  occasion  to 
make  certain  statements  in  relation  to  us  person- 
ally, which  we  are  reluctantly  compelled  tosay 
are  erroneous  in  point  of  fact. 

"It  is  from  sentiments  of  high  consideration 
for  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  well  as 
from  a  due  regard  to  ourselves,  an  d  as  an  act  of 
justice  toward  those  of  our  fellow  citizens  with 
whom  and  in  whose  behalf  we  were  acting, 
that  we  have  been  led  to  ask  permission  to  no- 
|  lice  one  of  those  erroneous  statement*,  in  the 
manner  deemed  the  most  respectful  to   the 
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Home.  But  in  confining  ourselves  to  one  in- 
stance only,  for  the  sake  of  brevity,  and  in  or- 
der to  trespass  as  little  as  possible  on  more  im- 
portant concerns,  we  wish  to  be  understood  as 
not  admitting  the  correctness  of  other  represen- 
tations not  less  objectionable. 

**In  speaking  of  us  and  our  fellow  committee 
men  on  that  occasion,  the  member  alluded  to  is 
reported  to  have  stated  that  'I  have  had  an  op- 
portunity of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  po- 
litical history  and  opinions  of  all  the  gentlemen 
whose  names  are  associated  with  these  resolu- 
tions,and,  sir,  I  am  pleased  to  ssy — [  am  pleased 
in  being  able  to  say  that,  with  a  single  excep- 
tion, there  is  not  an  individual  amongst  them 
wh»  has  not  been,  from  the  beginning,  either 
opposed  to  all  the  leading  measures  of  the  pre- 
sent national  administration,  or  a  friend  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.' 

"Now,  sir,  notwithstanding  the  gentleman's 
'acquaintance  with  the  political  opinions  and 
history'  of  the  undersigned,  they  are  all  friends 
of  the  present  national  administration,  and  have 
supported  all  its  leading  measures.  They  all 
voted  for  the  re-election  of  the  present  Chief 
Magistrate,  and  have  undiminished  confidence 
in  his  integrity  and  patriotism.  Further:  they 
are,  and  always  have  been,  opposed  to  the  re- 
newal of  the  U.  S.  bank  charter. 

"We  avail  ourselves  respectfully  of  your  of- 
ficial character,  as  the  Speaker  and  constituted 
organ  of  the  House,  to  request  you  to  lay  this 
communication  before  it. 

"We  are  aware  it  is  of  little  consequence  what 
our  opinions  are;  but  we  cannot  consent  to  have 
them  misrepresented.      We  are  aware  the  sub- 
ject,   in  itself,  alone  considered,   is  not  one  of 
much  importance;  and  hence  it  is  painful  to  us 
to  obtrude  ourselves  in  this  manner  upon  the  no- 
tice of  the  Representatives  of  the  nation.     But 
as  American   citizens,  we  have  thought  some- 
thing was  due  from  the   representative  to  the 
constituent,   and   something  from  ourselves  to 
those  in  whose  behalf  we  had  consented  to  act; 
and  with  the  most  entire  respect  and  deference 
for  the  House  over  which  you  preside,  we  can 
not  doubt  that,  in  the  extraordinary  circumstan- 
ces  which    have  given  rise  to  this  communica- 
tion, the  House  will  find  our  apology  and  justi- 
fication.    With  great  respect,  yours,  &c. 
J.  C.   CHURCHILL, 
ALYAH  SWEETSER, 
J.  M.  R1DEOUT, 
DANIEL  D     CHASE, 
LEMUEL  DYER, 
EDWARD  WA1TT, 
CHARLES  CHASE, 
NATHANIEL  HAMBLEN." 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maine,  said,  the  communica 
tion  which  has  just  been  read,  quotes  a  portion 
of  the  remarks  which  he  had  the  honor  to  sub  - 
mit  to  the  House  on  the  occasion  of  his  pre 
senting  certain  resolutions  emanating  from  the 
city  of  Portland,  relating  to  the  public  depos- 
ites.  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  in 
making  a  few  observations  respecting  it. 

[Leave  being  granted,  Mr.  S.  Droceeded:] 

Although  the  communication  has  been  writ- 


ten in  a  spirit  of  complaint,  it  will  be  found, 
upon  examination,  not  to  controvert  any  of  the 
statements  which  he  had  previously  made  to 
the  House.  The  gentleman,  said  he,  who  have 
sent  it  here,  know  full  well,  and  the  communi- 
ty surrounding  them  know  full  well,  that  the 
truth  would  not  bear  out  such  a  contridiction 
of  me. 

What,  sir,  says  the  communication?  Why 
that  these  eight  gentlemen  are  not,  and  have 
not  been  opponents  of  the  National  Adminis- 
tion.  Sir,  did  I  so  represent  them,  be  the  fact 
how  it  may?  Not  at  all.  The  language  which 
they  quote  from  me  does  not  so  represent  them; 
and  these  gentlemen,  therefore,  only  exhibit 
themselves  in  the  suspicious  attitude  of  plead- 
ing not  guilty  to  a  charge  which  had  not  been 
made  against  them.  And  what  does  the  fact 
argue  to  an  intelligent  mind?  Sir,  a  conscience 
void  of  offence  fears  no  accuser?  A  conscience 
that  is  guilty  of  offence,  needs  no  accuser. 

But,  sir,  these  gentlemen  have  not  been 
pleased  to  quote  the  •  definite  language  which 
I  used.  I  said,  sir,  that  a  majority  of  the  sign- 
ers of  the  resolutions  had  their  names  no  less 
distinctly  associated  with  every  measure  of  op- 
position to  the  administration  which  had  been 
at  any  time  concerted  in  the  city  of  Portland. 
And  do  a  majority  of  them  deny  it?  Not  at  all. 
Do  even  these  eight  gentleman  deny  it?  Not  at 
all.  The  gentlemen  to  whom  I  thus  alluded, 
have  been  too  open,  too  decided,  and,  as  I  have 
no  doubt,  too  honest  in  their  hostility  to  the  ad- 
ministration, to  deny  it  here  or  elsewhere. — 
They  are,  sir,  as  I  willingly  bear  testimony,  not 
of  that  class  of  politicians  in  Maine,  who  are 
capable  of  professing  a  ^friendship  for  the  Ad- 
ministration which  they  do  not  feel.  Besides, 
sir,  I  have  before  me  documents  which  bear 
their  signatures  to  most  decided,  unequivocal, 
unmeasured  denunciations  of  the  administra- 
tion. Thus  was  I  fortified  by  truth  in  my  re- 
presentation . 

I  did  not  mean  to  include,  and  I  did  not  in- 
clude, for  I  say  only  what  I  meant,  and  what  I 
am  now  ready  to  reassert — I  did  not  include  the 
writers  of  this  communication  among  the  open 
opponents  of  the  Administration,  nor  with  the 
majority  of  whom  I  spoke.  But,  sir,  I  might 
have  said  of  at  least  six  of  the  eight  gentle- 
men, that  which  will  account  to  the  House  for 
the  extreme  sensitiveness  which  they  now  man- 
ifest at  a  charge  which  I  do  not  make  against 
them.  I  might  have  said,  sir,  that  they  were, 
and  still  are,  members  of  a  faction  in  Portland, 
who  supported  a  bought-up  press  in  that  city 
that  was  opposed  to  the  election  of  both  the  ad- 
ministration cadidate  for  Governor  in  Maine, 
and  the  administration  candidate  for  Congress 
in  Cumberland  District.  Of  a  faction,  sir,  so 
weak  and  impotent  as  to  obtain  no  more  than 
407  votes  of  about  7,500  given  in  that  District 
— and  this,  too,  notwithstanding  they  were  mar- 
shalled, and  led  on,  and  urged  on,  by  Can  • Ex 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Netherlands — 
by  a  Judge  and  Clerk  of  the  District  Court  of 
the  United  States,  who  opened  the  Court-room 
of  the  Government  night  after  night,  to  caucus 


March  17.1 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


125 


and  discipline  their  little  squadron  of  political 
disorganizes  in,  and  by  the  city  Postmaster, 
and  the  Collector  of  the  port  of  Portland,  who 
had  in  his  train  some  three  or  four  subordi- 
nate officers,  appointed  but  a  short  time  before 
for  the  special  purpose — yes,  for  no  other  rea- 
son under  heaven  than  that  of  wielding  an  ad- 
ditional influence  against  the  administration  par- 

I  . 

Sir,  called  upon,  as  I  have  been  by  this  letter, 

to  be  thus  particular  in  explaining  the  political 
relationships  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  sent  it, 
I  feel  also  bound  to  say,  that  such,  as  the  facts 
stated  imply,  is  also  the  character  of  theirfriend 
ship  for  the  Administration.  They  do,  indeed, 
profess  friendship  for  the  Administration,  but 
they  have  recourse  to  measures,  in  conjunction 
with  its  most  relentless  opponents,  calculated 
to  defeat  it,  and  overwhelm  it  in  disgrace.  They 
do,  indeed,  profess  friendship  for  the  President, 
and  their  arms  are  nerved  amid  proffered  assu- 
rances of  ready  support  of  him.  But,  sir,  their 
arms  are,  in  fact,  nerved  only  for  an  opportunity 
of  thrusting  home  more  successfully  to  the  vitals 
of  his  exalted  fame,  the  daggers  which  are  con- 
cealed beneath  their  robes. 

Sir,  it  has  been  the  signal  fortune  of  Presi- 
dent Jackson,  since  presiding  over  the  affairs  of 
this  nation,  to  have  many  such  sunshine  friends, 
in  different  sections  of  the  Union — men  who  are 
capable  of  betraying,  under  cover  of  a  friendship 
not  felt,  but  lacking  moral  courage  to  meet  him 
and  his  measures  in  open  combat,  under  the 
unfurled  banner  of  that  hostility  which  rankles 
at  their  hearts.  But,  in  despite  of  them,  sir,  he 
has  triumphed  as  man  never  before  triumphed. 
In  despite  of  them,  the  gratitude  and  admiration 
of  the  American  people,  of  a  free,  intelligent,  in- 
dependent people,  have  borne  him  on  from  one 
point  of  honor  to  another,  and  from  one  position 
of  glory  to  another,  until  language  itself  fails  in 
capacity  to  express  the  full  measure  of  exalta- 
tion, which  the  hearts  of  the  great  mas.*  of  his 
countrymen  most  cheerfully  accord  to  him. 

But,  sir,  what  more  do  these  eight  of  the 
twenty  f«mr  gentlemen  say?  Why,  that  they 
are  not  friendly  to  a  recharter  of  the  United 
States'  Bank.  Sir,  I  did  not  so  represent  them. 
The  language  which  they  quote  from  me  does 
not  so  represent  them.  And  again  are  they  seen 
pleading  not  guilty  to  a  charge  that  was  not 
made  against  them.  I  said,  they  are  friends  of 
the  bank;  and  do  not  their  measures  make  good 
the  declaration?  It  does  not  require  a  magician 
to  see  that  the  bank  has  many  friends  who  are 
not  yet  committed  in  favor  of,  its  recharter.  It 
requires  not  a  prophet  to  foretell  that  the  bank 
will  rely,  as  it  does  now  rely,  upon  many  who 
are  opposed  to  its  recharter  on  high  constitution- 
al grounds,  for  support  of  measures  which  ar« 
of  vital  importance  to  it.  And  are  not  such  per- 
sons to  be  regarded  as  friends  of  the  bank? 

Sir,  there  are  but  two  sides  to  the  great  ques- 
tion now  agitating  the  country. 

[The  Speaker  said  it  was  not  in  order  to  dis- 
cuss the  merits  of  the  bank  question.] 

I  was  intending  only  to  say,  sir,  (said  Mr. 
IS . ,)  that  those  who  acted  at  all  at  this  crisis,  and 


who  act  not  in  support  of  the  Administration* 
act  on  the  side  of  the  bank,  and  in  a  spirit  of 
friendship  for  the  bank.  What,  sir,  do  the  re- 
solutions of  these  gentlemen  ask?  A  restoration, 
an  immediate  restoration  of  the  public  deposites. 
And  is  not  this  in' a  spirit  of  friendship  for  the 
bank?  Is  it  not  in  opposition  to  the  Administra- 
tion?— to  the  great  distinguishing  feature  of  the 
Administration? — a  feature  which,  if  not  sus- 
tained, will  overwhelm  the  Administration  with 
defeat?  Sir,  it  is  among  this  class  of  friends  to 
the  bank  that  I  represent  these  gentlemen.  It  is 
among  this  class  that  the  commanity  in  which 
they  reside  will  assign  them  a  place. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  permit  me  to  add,  that,  if 
there  be  any  issue  between  these  gentlemen  and 
myself,  upon  this  subject,  most  gladly  will  I  go 
with  it,  at  a  proper  time,  to  the  people  surround- 
ing them.  Thai  people  know  them,  even  as  I 
know  them.  I  respect  them,  sir,  as  that  people 
respects  them.  I  hold  them,  as  they  hold  them, 
"enemies  in  war — in  peace,  frisnds." 

Mr.  S.  concluded  with  a  motion  to  print  the 
letter,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  presented  a  petition  of  inha- 
bitants of  New  Castle  and  Rye,  in  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  of  Killery  and  York,  in 
the  State  of  Maine,  praying  that  the  navigation 
of  the  Piscataqua  river  may  be  improved  by  the 
erection  of  a  wall,  from  New  Castle  to  Goat  Is- 
land; which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Ocean  Insurance  Company,  and  of  the  owners 
and  masters  of  vessels  belonging  to  Portland,  in 
the  State  of  Maine,  praying  that  a  buoy  may  be 
placed  on  a  ledge  of  rocks,  called  Alden's  Ledge, 
which  petition  was  referred  to  theXommittee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  GORHAM  presented  a  memorial  of  in- 
habitants of  the  city  of  Boston,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  praying  that  the  deposite  of  the 
public  moneys  may  be  restored  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  provision  may  be 
made  for  the  incorporation  of  a  National  Bank  ; 
which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  presented  a  memorial  similar 
to  the  above,  from  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Worcester,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  LINCOLN,  of  Massachusetts,  addressed 
the  Chair  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Speaker  :  The  pecuniary  pressure  and 
embarrassment  in  business,  of  which  the  House 
has  heard  complaint,  from  the  commercial  me- 
tropolis of  Massachusetts,  has  pervaded  the  inte- 
rior, and  the  cries  of  distress  which  have  pro- 
ceeded from  the  seaboard,  are  now  echoed  from 
the  hill  sides  of  that  ancient  commonwealth.  It 
has  been  made  my  duty  (said  Mr.  L.)  for  several 
days  past,  to  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  opportu- 
nity to  offer  to  the  consideration  of  this  House, 
the  proceeding  of  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the 
county  of  Worcester,  held  on  the  19th  of  Febru- 
ary last;  and  also  a  memorial,  adopted  at  that 
meeting,  subsequently  circulated  for  subscrip- 
tion, and  now  recently  forwarded  to  me,  under 
the  sanction  of  most  respectable  and  numerous 
signatures. 
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By  a  rule  of  the  House,  as  I  understand  it,  it 
is  required  of  a  member,  on  the  presentation  of 
papers,  such  as  those  to  which  I  have  alluded, 
to  confine  himself  to  a  brief  statement  of  the 
matter  of  their  contents.  But  by  a  reasonable 
construction  of  the  rule*  it  may  be  also  compe- 
tent and  proper  for  him,  as  I  humbly  trust,  to 
inform  the  House  of  the  character  and  situation 
of  those  who  address  themselves  to  its  conside- 
ration, that  it  may  the  better  judge  of  the  de- 
gree of  respect  which  is  due  to  their  representa- 
tions. Some  further  indulgence,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  have  observed,  in  the  brief  period  in  which  I 
have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor,  has 
been  occosionally  extended  to  gentlemen  who 
have  borne  here  expressions  of  the  sentiments  of 
the  people. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  (said  Mr.  L.)  to  trespass 
upon  the  rule  of  the  House,  on  this  occasion, 
according  to  my  understanding1  of  its  intended 
application.  Sir,  I  have  been  too  long  unused 
to  parliamentary  debate;  I  am  yet  altogether  too 
unversed  in  the  forms  of  proceedings  here ;  I 
have  none,  or  quite  too  humble  pretensions  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  on  my  own  ac- 
count, to  tax  either  their  time  or  patience.  I 
propose  only  to  inform  the  House,  whence  the 
papers  I  am  about  to  present  have  proceeded, 
who  those  are  who  thus  address  themselves  to 
the  regard  of  Congress,  and  what  are  the  sub- 
jects of  their  remonstrance  and  complaints. 

The  resolutions  which  I  have  to  offer,  as  dis- 
tinct from  the  memorial,  purport  to  have  been 
adopted,  at'a  meeting  of  citizens  of  the  county 
of  Worcester. 

This  county  is  the  largest  in  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  in  the  conjoined  relation  of  ter- 
ritory and  population,   probably  is  not  exceeded 
by    ny  like  municipality  in  the  United  States.  It 
is  altogether  inland,  presenting  geographically 
an  en. ire  traverse  section  of  the  Commonwealth, 
stretching  from  New  Hampshire,  by  which  it  is 
bounded  on  the  North,  to  Connecticut  and  Rhode 
Island,  on  the  South;  skirted  by  the   highlands 
which  rise  from   the  valley  of  the   Connecticut 
river  on  the  West,  and  bounded  by  the  counties 
of  Middlesex  and  Norfolk  on  the  East;   contain- 
ing. b7  the  last  census ,  a  population  of  84,000 
inhabitants,    and   at  this  time,    probably,  more 
than  90,000;  nearly  as   large,  in   territory   and 
numbers,  as  the  neighboring  State  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and,  and   exceeding  the   State     of    Delaware 
by    10,000.       This    noble    county,    upon    the 
property  basis  of  representation  in  the  State  Se- 
nate, has  6  of  the  40  members  of  which  that  body 
is  composed,  and  is  entitled,  from  the  55  towns 
into  which  it  is  divided,  to  more  than  100  Rep- 
resentatives in  the  popular  branch  of  that  Gov- 
ernment.    With  the  aid  of  a  few  towns    of  the 
county  of  Middlesex  it   had,    under  the  census 
preceedmg  the  last,  two  Representatives  on  this 
floor,  and  now,  under  present  arrangements,  she 
forms  an  entire   Congressional  District,   and   is 
parcelled  out  to  make  parts  of  three  others. 

Such  is  the  situation  and  importance,  territorial- 
ly and  numerically.  0f  that  district  of  country 
from  which  the  resolutions  I  hold  in  my  hand 
proceed,    A  district,  in  the  interior,  formerly  al- 


most exclusively  agricultural,  but  now  the  poli 
of  the  Government,  for  years  past  extensire 
engaged  in  manufactures  and  the  mechanic  arts 
a  district  inhabited  by  a  people  as  intelligent, 
industrious,  as  enterprising,  patriotic,  and  virt 
ous,  as  any  on  the  face  of  the  globe,  and  in  t 
possession  of  all  the  sources  of  social  enjoyme 
and  all  the  mean  of  moral  and  intellectual  i 
provement. 

I  humbly  claim  for  the  proceedings  of  the  met 
ing  of  the  citizens  of  this  county  especial  regai 
They  are  the  voice  of  a  people  not  wont  to  v 
the  ear  of  Congress  with  their  complaints, 
claim  for  them  even  more  consideration  th; 
would  be  accorded  to  a  repetition  of  appeals  fro 
large  cities,  where  uniformity  of  interest,  and 
common  sympathy  in  feeling  and  in  sufferin 
have  occasioned  greater  promptitude  and  sin 
larity  in  expressions  of  complaint.  With  tho 
whom  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  on  this  c 
casion,  are  to  be  found  the  vital  interests  of  cou 
try,  without  which  all  other  interests  are  as  not 
ing.  Here  are  the  farmers,  the  manufacture^ 
the  mechanics,  the  great  mass  of  producers  a: 
of  productive  labor;  classes  of  men  asking  on 
protection  from  Government,  and  yielding  in  i 
turn,  to  that  Government,  its  only  sure  and  elj 
cient  support. 

The  call  of  this  meeting  was  without  refereqi 
to  party  distinction  or  denominations.  Admi 
istration  men,  or  anti-administration  men— bai 
men  or  anti-bank  men,  as  such,  were  not  i 
cognized  in  thejnvitation,  but  it  was  a  summo: 
of  citizens,  without  appellative  distinction,  " 
express  their  sentiments  upon  the  subject  of  tl 
pecuniary  distress  under  which  the  communi 
are  now  suffering,  and  to  adopt  measures  in  r 
lation  thereto."  Such,  to  the  letter,  were  tji 
terms  of  the  call ;  and  it  was  made  by  most  r 
spectable  men,  who  entertained  great  differefta 
of  opinion  on  many  political  subjects.  The  fin 
signer  had  been  pre-eminent  among  the  suppoi 
ers  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  nation 
and  even  now,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe,  che 
ishes  a  measure  of  grateful  respect  for  the  pa 
services  and  general  character  of  this  high  fur 
tionary,  not  inconsistent  with  the  regret  and  d 
approbation  which  he  feels,  and  honestly  and  fe' 
lessly  expresses,  of  the  great  errors,  and  espc- 
ally  of  this  last  violent  measure,  in  the  remo 
of  the  deposites,  of  his  administration. 

The  meeting  was  attended  in  the  spirit . 
which  it  was  called.  Here  were  seen  gathers 
together,  in  common  sentiment,  those  who  ha 
been  estranged  for  years — the  considerate,  tr 
patriotic,  of  all  parties.  The  papers  of  the  da 
pronounced  it  one  of  the  largest  political  assen 
blages  of  the  citizens  of  the  country  which  ev* 
convened.  The  chairman  was  an  honorab1 
gentleman,  who  had  been  a  State  Senator,  an 
had  been  brought  by  a  sense  of  duty,  actin 
upon  his  own  volition,  more  s.than  forty  milei 
to  attend  the  occasion.  The  subsequent  pn 
ceedings  were  well  considered,  and  resulted  i 
the  resolutions  which  I, have  now  to  offer. 

These  resolutions  declare  that  there  is  grftl 
pecuniary  distress  in  the  country,  threateninj 
most  disatrous  consequences  to  the  agricultural 
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manufacturing,  and  mechanical  branches  of  indus- 
try ^  that,  in  the  ophsion  of  the  meeting,  this  dis- 
tress is  occasioned  by  the  hostUity  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  thp 
u"nnecessary  removal  of  the  deposites  from  that 
inst/tution»  as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government; 
the  con*"'e<luerice8  are  felt  in  a  general  derange- 
ment of  the'  C""ency,  and  a  universal  distrust  of 
the  credit  of  b'U8'ness  men  throughout  the  com- 
munity ;  that  to  sustain  the  great  commercial 
operations  of  the  nation,  and  effect  the  vast 
•mount  of  domestic  exc  nanges,ametallic  currency 
would  be  insufficient,  but"  to  these  ends,  a  sound 
paper  currency  is  indispensa  We ;  that  the  local 
banks,  even  aided  by  the  deputes  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, are  incapable  of  'supplying  an  uniform 
currency  of  equal  credit  in  all  parts  of  t.^e  country; 
that  experience  has  proved  the  utility  and  necessity 
of  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  ;   and  that  as  a 


said  Mr.  L.,  they  will  surely  be  here  ;  they  are 
forthcoming.  There  is  no  part  of  the  county,  no 
portion  of  the  people,  insensible  to,  or  unaffect- 
ed by,  the  calamitous  state  of  affairs.  The  deso- 
lation which  is  sweeping  over  the  face  of  a  once 
prosperous  land,  will  allow  no  partial  exemp- 
tions from  its  deploring  ravages.  Whatever  di- 
versity of  opinion  may  be  entertained  of  its  ori- 
gin, or  of  the  proper  remedial  application,  all  are 
to  feel  its  effects.  It  seemed  to  me,  therefore,  of 
little  consequence  to  delay  the  presentation  of 
this  appeal,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  addinsr  to  it 
the  names  of  one  or  two  thousand  more  memo- 
rialists. 

The  memorial,  the  purport  of  which  it  is  nro- 
per  for  me  to  state,  rep-a;s  the  repres.-nta'ion, 
that  the  great  and  predominant  imere-ts  of  tie 
district  of  country  which  the  memorialists  in- 
habit, are  those  of  agriculture,  manufactures, 


jremedy  for  present  evils,  and  a  preventive  of  still '  and  the  mechanic  arts.     It  proceeds  to   con 


imere  ruinous  results,  an  immediate  restoration  of 
ithe  deposites  to  the  custody  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  a  decided  expression  of  the 
Government,  favorable  to  the  existence  of  such 
an  institution,  are  imperatively  required.  The 
resolutions  conclude  with  the  adoption  of  a  me- 
morial, embodying  and  explaining  more  at  large 
.the  preceding  sentiments,  and  recommending 
isls  circulation,  for  subscription,  among  the  citi- 
.aees  of  the  county. 

Ji&ave  now,  Mr.  SpEAKER/the  additional  satis- 
faction of  presenting  to  the  House  this  memorial, 
:«igned  iby  six  thousand  two  hundred  and  seven  of 
any  fellow  citizens.  A  list  of  names  embracing 
the  various  i«terest3j  occupations,  and  pursuits 
of  the  k'reat  ,county  which  they  truly  represent, 
comprehending  wen  of  ail  former  political  par- 
ties, and  of  all  classes  in  society,  but  most  espe- 
cially and  emphatically,  the  working  classes; 
j&e  practical  agriculturalists  and  husbandman, 
rthe  manufacturer,  and  the  mechanic,  in  the  infi- 
fjiit<|ty  diversified  departments  of  industry.  Sir, 
my  cusiosity,  no  better  motive,  has  a»d  me  to  an 
.examination  of  this  list,  and,  in  my  .place  and 
,upon  my  personal  responsibility,  I  pronounce  it 
s#s  respectable  as  it  is  numerous.  I  recognize 
among  the  names,  those  of  gentlemen,  who  have' 
held  seats  in  this  House,  of  those  who  have  been 
my  official  advisers  in  the  councils  of  the  State 
Government,  of  past  and  present  Senators  and 
Representatives,  magistrates  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  municipal  officers  ;  in  fine,  of  men 
not  less  distinguished  by  the  confidence  of  the 
(people,  than  eminent  in  public  station,  of  aged, 
jne«  who  long  since  have  retired  from  the  con- 
iflictfl*/ political  strife,  to  that  quiet  and  securi- 
ty, wlptfh  they  vainly  hoped  was  never  again  to 
be  disturbed  by  a  necessity  for  their  political  ac- 
tion— of  men  of  business,  who,  relying  upon  the 
£aith  and  prpteo^on  of  the  Government,  and  in- 
different by  when,  administered,  if  it  was  but 
Veil  administered,  .rarefy  interfere  in  competi- 
iions  for  office,  or  seek.to  influence,  by  their  per- 
sonal exertions,  the  course  of  public  measures. 
Numerous  as  are  the  signatures,  however,  they 
come  from  forty-one  only  of  the  fifty-five  towns 
of  the  county.  The  returns  from  the  remaining 
fourteen  towns  have  not  yet  been  received.  But, 


tra&t  a  pre-existing  with  the  present  state  of 
things.  It  declares  that  four  months  since,  the 
citizens  were  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  high  degree 
of  prosperity,  growing  out  of  the  successful 
prosecution  of  their  pursuits,  as  highly  benefi- 
cial to  the  country  as  it  was  gratifying  to  them- 
selves. Agricultural  products  were  high  and 
in  demand.  Manufacturing  and  mechanical  la- 
bor were  amply  rewarded.  Every  branch  of 
industry  was  profitably  pursued,  and  confi- 
dence in  the  ability  of  all  classes  to  meet  their 
engagements,  whether  for  labor  or  payment, 
prevailed.  There  was  comfort  and  security  in 
the  present,  and  confidence  and  animating 
prospects  for  the  future.  In  the  impressive 
language  of  the  memorial,  "within  four  months 
a  fearful  change  has  come  over  this  state  of 
things;"  pecuniary  pressure,  with  all  the  ac- 
companiments of  private  distress  and  public  ca- 
lamity; a  pressure  in  the  money  market,  which, 
for  intensity  and  duration,  has  never  been 
equalled.  The  local  banks  compelled  to  with- 
draw one-fourth  of  their  circulation;  bankrupt- 
cies continually  occurring  ;  credit  universally 
impaired;  no  men  safe;  no  condition  in  life  pro- 
tected. The  blow  falls  heaviest  upon  the  bu- 
siness portion  of  the  community.  The  produc- 
tions >cf  the  workshop  are  accumulating  upon 
the  mechanic;  the  architect  arid  builder  are 
without  contcaqtft  the  manufacturer  without  a 
market:  the  trader  without  credit;  the  great 
mass  of  labor  without  employ.  A  wide- 
spread desolation  is  threatened  on  all  the  inter- 
ests of  the  people,  and  of  the  land,  repressing 
enterprise,  paralyzing  every  energy;  discoura- 
ging ail  improvements.  Nor  is  this  picture 
overwrought.  The  memorialists  pledge  their 
character  for  honesty  and  plain  dealing,  to  its 
fidelity.  No  party,  no  selfish,  no  .unworthy 
considerations,  move  them.  Recently  from 
the  midst  of  th^m,  I  desire,  said  Mr.  L.,  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  truth  of  their  representations. 
Facts,Mr.  Speaker,are  within  my  knowledge 
in  relation  to  the  distresses  of  the  manufactur- 
ing villages,  which,  if  it  were  competent  for  me 
here  to  relate,  would  convince  those  who  are 
most  incredulous  to  the  existence  of  an  over- 
whelming public  calamity.    1  have  a  letter,  re- 
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ceived  by  me  since  I  took  my  seat  in  this  House, 
Written  by  a  gentleman  who  is  a  signer  of  the 
memorial,  depicting  a  scene  of  sorrow  and  suf- 
fering, which  would  melt  to  sympathy  the  heart 
of  any  man  who  was  not  more  or  less  than  human. 
Sir,  hundreds  upon  hundreds  of  dependent  be- 
ihgsj  of  widows  and  of  children,  who  a  few 
weeks  since  were  in  comfort  and  contented  in- 
dustry, are  now  the  anxious,  hopeless  subjects 
of  idleness  and  want.  Those  who,  through  em- 
ployment and  compensation,were  but  yesterday 
clothed  and  fed,  eating  the  bread  of  carefulness 
but  of  confidence,  will  soon  become  the  victims 
of  want  and  wretchedness.  This  is  no  artificial 
creation  of  things  for  political  effect.  There  are 
no  inducements  in  the  old  Commonwealth  to 
such  experiments.  Sharp  and  biting  statutes 
are  there  enforced,  quite  too  harsh  in  their  ope- 
ration to  encourage  experiments  upon  credit, 
or  stimulated  distress.  There  is  every  motive 
to  endure  i  to  the  utmost  without  complaining, 
to  sacrifice  much  to  the  appearance  of  inde- 
pendence, to  yield  property  to  maintpfm  credit. 
Bankruptcies  are  there  disreputable.  Proper- 
ty is  seized  for  debts,  and  the  forfeiture  of  per- 
sonal liberty  is  moreover  a  penalty  for  default  of 
payment. 

The  memorialsts  impute  the  distress  of  wbieh 
they  complain  to  the  action  of  the  Executive 
upon  the  currency  of  the  country.  Jn  tempe- 
rate and  dispassionate  language^  but  in  a  firm 
and  manly  tone  of  remonstrance,  becoming 
freemen,  they  ask  a  correction  by  Congress,  in 
the  exercise  of  its  constitutional  powers,  of  the 
wrong  which  has  been  committed.  They  be- 
lieve that  the  President  has  greatly  mistaken, 
his  authority,  and  erred  in  the  policy  of  his 
measures.  Concurring,'as  I  fully  do,  in  all  the 
Sentiments  which  my  constituents  have  express- 
ed, both  in  their  resolutions  and  memorial,  I 
unite  with  them  in  supplicating  the  attention  of 
this  House  to  their  representation, and  the  adop- 
tion of  such  measures  as  may  give  to  an  oppres- 
sed, and  suffering  people  relief. 

I  now  move  that  the  resolutions  and  memo- 
rial be  read,  and  printed,  with  the  signatures 
Appended  to  the  latter;  arid  that  the  papers  be 
laid  on  the  table,  to  be  disposed  of  with  the  re- 
solutions offered  this  morning  from  the  Legis- 
ture  of  Massachusetts. 

Bfc.  HORACE  EVERETT  presented  the 
proceedings  of  a  Convention  of  Delegates  from 
the  several  towns  in  the  county  of  Windsor 
in  the  State  of  Vermont,  held  at  Woodstock, 
on  the  27th  February,  1834,  disapproving  of 
the  removal  of  the  deposites  and  in  favor  of  a 
restoration  thereof. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  presented  a  memorial  of  Far- 
mer?,merchants,mechanics,citizens.ai>d  other  in- 
habitants of  the  city  of  Buffalo  and  its  vicinity,  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  praying  that  the  depos- 
ite  of  the  public  money  may  be  restored  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  that  provision 
may  be  made  for  a  continued  existence  of  a 
National  Bank. 

Said  memorial  and  proceedings  were  laid  on 
the  table. 


reference  to  the  questions  immediately  before- 
the  House— the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and' 
not  to  the  recharter  of  the  bank.  They  ex- 
press, however,  a  decided  opinion  in  favor  of  a 
National  Bank.  They  censure  tke  removal,  as*. 
made  without  sufficient  cause;  as  unjust  to  tfr'£ 
bank;  and  as  an  arbitrary  act  of  power^  -p0 
that  act  they  attribute  the  pecuniary  e'd&arrass- 
ment  experienced  throughout  the  coun,ry;  and 
they  urge  the  restoration  of  l\ie  deposites,  as 
the  appropriate  and  adequate  means  of  relief. 
From  the  number  (about  \hree  hundred)  and 
respectability  of  the  delates,  from  all  parts  of 
the  country,  that  attended  the  convention,  con- 
tainin£  a  fair  reorientation  of  the  industry  and 
intelligence  of  *'lie  various  interests  of  the  commu- 
nity ;he  cou\d  assure  the  House  that  these  resolu- 
tions ey^ressed  the  deliberate  opinions  of  the 
people  of  the  county;  and  that  they  were  en- 
titled to  a  respectful  consideration. 

He  was  aware,  he  said,  of  the  manner  of  some, 
to  ascribe  every  movement  of  the  people,  im 
favor  of  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  to  art 
improper  influence  of  the  bank — to  charge 
those  who  joined  in  them  with  being  partisans 
of  the  bank.  He  reprobated  the  course.  In 
relation  to  his  constituents,  who  passed  these 
resolutions,  there  was  not  the  shadow  of  foun- 
dation for  the  imputation  or  charge.  They  did 
not  own  a  single  share  in  that  bank,  nor  did  he 
believe  they  owed  it  a  dollar.  About  four  years 
ago,  a  branch  was  established  at  Burlington,  a 
hundred  miles  from  his  residence  ;and  he  was  not 
aware  that  it  had  ever  made  a  loan  to  an  inhabi- 
tant of  the  country  of  Windsor.  That  this  con- 
vention acted  under  an  influence  having  rela- 
tion to  the  Bank,  and  gentlemen  may  call  it  a 
bank  influence  if  they  please,  he  did  not 
doubt.  But  it  was  not  an  improper  influence.  It 
was  an  influence  of  the  same  kind  that  attached 
them  to  all  the  valuable  institutions  of  the  coun . 
try,  and  to  the  Union  itself,  and  which  would 
ever  induce  them  to  sustain  them. 

The  people  of  his  State  entertained  a  con- 
viction that  a  National  Bank  was  necessary  to 
the  prosperity  of  the  country;  nor  was  that  a 
new  faith;  it  had  been  expressed  repeatedly  by 
the  Legislature.  Could  it  then  be  expected",, 
or  hoped  they  would  be  indifferent  to  an  at- 
tempt to  deprive  them  of  its  benefits  I-  ^On* 
other  occasions,  the  same  influence  has  called' 
them  out  in  support  of  the  great  interests  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  E.  said  he  would  take  this  occasion  to 
cast  from  a  portion  of  his  constituents  an  imputa- 
tion* which  might  be  implied  from  some  remarks 
made  this  morning.  Surprise  had  been  expres- 
sed, that  any  friend  of  the  administratiorii  eoukh 
oppose  any  one  of  its  measures,  and  still  pre- 
tend to  be  a  friend — and  much  less  be  a  friend. 
It  seemed  to  some  beyond  comprehension,  how 
a  Jacksonian  could  be  in  favor  of  the  restora- 
tion of  the  deposites.  The  doubts  and  difficul- 
ties of  gentlemen  arise,  probably,  from  not 
being  aware  that  that  party  may  have  different 
characters  in  different  States.  He  would  not 
qxiestion  the   correctness  of  that  character,  as 


^Mr.  H .  EVERETT  said,  the  resolutions  had   given  by  its  friends,  it  confined  to  their  own 
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State.  Bu£he  could  not  consent  to  their  ap- 
plying it  to  the  administration  party  in  Vermont. 
It  gave  him  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  against 
it.  He  could  say  that  the  individuals  of  that 
party  there,  were  generally  honest,  intelligent, 
and  patriotic;  and  he  would  add,  what  gave 
high  value  to  these  qualities,  that  they  were  in- 
dependent. They  support  the  measures  of  the 
administration  so  far,  and  so  far  only,  as  they 
believed  them  for  the  best;  good  of  their  coun- 
try. Farther  than  this,  they  could  not,  in  his 
opinion,  be  led,  or  driven.  If  gentlemen  now 
choose  to  make  the  test — "the  support  of  Jack- 
son right  or  wrong,"  he  would  tell  them  they 
would  not  count  a  single  .lackson  man  in  the 
State,  a  few  of  the  office  holders,  possibly,  ex- 
cepted 

Mr.  E.  said  he  was  desirous  of  expressing  his 
views  on  the  general  subject- -but  was  sensible 
that  it  would  be  now  out  of  order.  He  would, 
however,  before  he  took  his  seat,  state  some 
facts  in  relation  to  the  relative  reductions  of  the 
discounts  of  the  branch  bank  and  the  State 
banks  in  Vermont.  Some  of  the  State  banks 
began  to  curtail  their  discounts  at  an  early  day, 
and  before — 

The  Speaker  intimating  that  the  debate  was 
extending  beyond  the  rule — 

Mr.  E.  said,  when  the  resolutions  should  be 
called  up  again,  he  should  move  their  refer- 
ence to  the  committee  to  be  raised  on  the- re- 
solution of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Adams.) 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Maine,  presented  a  petition  of 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Oxford  in  the  State 
of  Maine — also,  a  petition  of  inhabitants  of  the 
towns  of  Peru  and  Canton,  in  the  county  of  Ox- 
ford in  the  State  of  Maine,  which  petitions  seve- 
rally pray  for  the  establishment  of  certain  post 
routes  therein  described. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr  BAYLIES  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  Indian  Key,  in  Florida,  shippers,  under- 
writers, masters  of  vessels  and  others,  interested 
in  the  Commercial  and  wrecking  concerns  of  the 
gulf  and  reef  of  Florida,  praying  that  Indian 
Key  nay  be  established  as  a  port  of  En'ry  and 
delivery,  which  petition  waa  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  EDWARD  EVERETT  presented  a  me- 
morial of  Nathaniel  Nilos,  praying  to  be  com- 
pensated for  services  rendered  by  him  as  Charge 


des  Affairs  of  the  United  States  in  France,  sub- 
sequent to  the  departure  from  that  country  of 
Mr.  Rives,  the  late  Minister — which  memorial 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  presented  a  memorial  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  praying  that 
a  law  may  be  passed  ex: ending  to  parties  to  ac- 
tions in  the  Circuit  Courts  arising  under  the  pa- 
tent laws,  the  right  to  a  writ  of  error,  or  an  ap- 
peal to  the  Supreme  Court,  in  cases  where  the 
sum  in  dispute  exceed  five  hundred  dollars,  which 
•memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  EDWARD  EVERETT  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  John  C.  Fitzpatrick,  praying  compen- 
sation for  work  tione  by  hm  at  the  National  Pen- 
itentiary m  the  city  of  Washington — which  peti- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  DUTEE  J.  PEARCE,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Robert  Coltmsn,  John  W.  Walker,  Ben- 
jamin Harwood,  and  John  R.  Harbaugh  of  the 
city  of  Washington,  praying  additional  compen- 
sation for  damage  sustained  by  them  in  conse- 
quence of  the  non-execution  of  a  contract  for  the 
erection  of  a  Marine  Hospital  m  the  city  of  Char- 
leston ,  S.  C,  which  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  BARBEll  presented  a  memorial  of  offi- 
cers of  the  army  of  the  United  States  in  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,  praying  that  an  act  may 
pass  granting  bounty  land  to  the  officers  of 
said  army;  which  memorial  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BARBER  presented  a  memorial  of  Cap- 
tain Benjamin  Morrell,  in  behalf  of  Captain 
Edmund  Fanning,  whose  memorial  has  hereto- 
fore been  presented  to  Congress;  which  memo- 
rial was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs.  • 

On  motion  of  Mr.  IIUNTIVGTON, 

The  petition  of  viaybel  Seymour,  presented 
December  28th,  1830,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  PHILO  C  FULLER  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Solomon  K.  Chamberlain,  and  Sarah. 
Chamberlain,  his  wife,  heirs  at  law  of  Aldrick 
Wiley,  who  vvas  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary Army,  praying  to  be  paid  a  balance 
which  stands  on  the  books  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment to  the  credit  of  said  Wiley;  which  peti- 
tion were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 
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Mr.  FILLMORE  presented  a  petition  of  Isaac 
Knox,  praying  for  a  pension ;  which  petition 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions. / 

Mr.  PTLLMORE  presented  a  petition  of 
John  D.  Qnackenboss  and  a  petition  of  David 
C.  Quackenboss,  praying  respectively  for  a 
pension. 

Mr.  HE  MAN  ALLEN  presented  a  petition 
of  John  A.  Uipley  praying  for  a  pension. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  lies  on  the  table  one  day. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Massachusetts  in  relation  to  the  state 
of  the  currency,  and  the  removal  of  the  public 
deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  a  plan  for  continuing  toHhe  peo- 
ple the  advantages  resulting  from  a  National 
Bank. 

1  he  House  then  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  March  18,  1834. 

SENATE. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 
.  Mr.  WEBSTER  said:     You  perceive,  Mr. 
President,  that  I  have  a  roll  before  me  of  no  or- 
dinary dimensions.     It  is  a  protest,  respectfully 
addressed   to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  against , 
the  recent  proceedings  of  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment, in  removing  the  public  moneys  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  urgently  requesting  Congress,  by 
the  inteivention  of  its  own  just  authority,  to  re- 
store  the  Constitution  and  laws  to  that  free  and' 
proper   action   winch    the   public  interests  and! 
prosperity  demand. 

This  paper,  sir,  proceeds  from  a  place  not  al- 
together obscure,  nor  altogether  unknown  in  the 
history  of  the  United  States.  It  comes  from  the 
people  of  Boston,  assembled  in  Faneuil  Hall; 
from  between  those  walls  where  the  earliest  ac- 
cents of  independence  rang;  from  under  that  roof 
beneath  which  our  young  American  Liberty 
«hook  her  wings,  ere  she  went  forth  to  fly  over  a 
thousand  hills,  and  to  proclaim  independence  to 
three  millions  of  people.  It  is  sent  by  those,and 
the  sons  of  those,  who  in  that  same  place  in  1774 
— '5  and  '6,  heard  Otis,  and  Warren,  and  Han- 
.cock,  and  who  gave  to  those  distinguished 
speakers. as  much  impulse  as  they  received  from 
them.  :  '•''• 

This  pa.per  is  signed  by  6,841  independent 
voters,  tax  payers,  and  men  of  property,  in  the 
city  of  Boston.  Here  are  no  men  of  straw;  this 
paper  presents  the  names  of  men  of  different 
habits  and  occupations,  of  the  number  which  I 
have  mentioned,  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  city., 
and  as  far  .as  I  know,  they  are  a  greater  number 
than  any  election. ever-called  forth.  Their  names 
are  here  for  inspection,  and  my  colleague,  who 
has  read  them,  and  who  is  acquainted  with  many 
of  the  persons, can  aUest  their  high  character  and 
respectability. 

Whatever  has  been  said  elsewhere,  the  memo- 
rial here  challenges  investigation.  There  was 
great  unanimity  in  the  sentiments  of  the  meeting, 


and  if  they  were  in  error,  it  was  only  from 
mistake  or  accident.  There  was  no  secret  com- 
munication with  the  Government,  or  any  of  the 
Departments,  I  have  heard,and  I  believe  it  is  true 
that  attempts  are  made  to  influence  some  parts  of 
the  Government,  by  communications  not  designed 
to  see  the  light.  There  is  a  charge  of  compensa- 
tion. I  will  not  say  the  President  is  deceived, 
but  1  fear  there  is  great  danger,  and  I  hope  it 
will  be  with  great  caution  that  he  will  look  at  any 
list  of  ncmes,  however  long,  which  comes  to  him 
with  no  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  those  who 
send  it. 

1  have  heard  an  honorable  member  from  Ten- 
nessee express  an  opinion  in  regard  to  memo- 
rials sent  to  Congress,  equally  sound  and  liber- 
al, that  he  would  distrust  those  who  had  an  in- 
terest in  affairs  of  Government.  Nonsuch  bane- 
ful influence  has  been  concerned  in  the  produc- 
tion of  this  document ,  and  while  those  whose 
names  are  on  this  paper,  have  no  interest  of  a 
partial  or  party  character,  to  uphold  the  evils  in 
the  present  state  of  things,  they  are  under  the 
influence  of  no  motive  to  make  them  hasty  in 
fault-finding  toward  the  Chief  Magistrate.  He 
has  recently  seen  them — he  has  been  in  the 
midst  of  them,  and  he  would  say  with  pleasure, 
that  he  was  received  with  the  respect  due  to  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  country,  and  with  char- 
acteristic hospitality. 

Sir,  when  the  Chief  Magistrate,  in  June  last, 
was  among  these  people,  there  was  no  other 
feeling  manifested  toward  him,  than  a  wish  for 
his  good.  They  had  not  all  preferred  him  as  the 
incumbent  of  the  high  station  which  he  now 
holds ;  but  they  all  saw  that  a  majority  of  the 
country,  whose  will  must  be  law,  and  must,  in 
the  same  language,  command  respect,  had  pla- 
ced him  in  his  seat  the  second  time ;  and  £hey 
wished  nothing  else  on  earth,  but  that  he  should 
go  through  and  complete  his  career,  in  a  man- 
ner as  distinguished  as  that  of  the  most  distin- 
guished of  his  illustrious  predecessors.  They 
were,  therefore,  not  eager  to  complain,  or  mur- 
mur at  his  power;  they  were  not  swift  witnesses 
against  theconductof  the  Executive;  they  have  not 
rushed  forward  to  present  the  expression  of  their 
sense  ol  their  own  grievances,  at  an  early  hour; 
they  were  not  the  first  to  raise-the  cry  .of  distress 
or  denunciation,;  but  when  their  judgment  is 
convinced,  they  have  brought  it  forward  with 
firmness,  and  when  they  see  misrule,  they  have 
come  holdly  to  declare  it. 

Tl"ii  paper  was  Brought  here  by  a  Committee 
of  gentlemen,  and  as  they  are  my  -neurtihors 
and  my  friend*,  I  can  haidly  speak  of  litem 
but  wivh  'delicacy;  tnd  especially  as  som.«  of 
(hem  are  "known  to  Congress  and  the  country 
as  well  as  1  know  them,  they  need  no  commen- 
dation of  mine.  They  are  men  of  different  re- 
lations of  life,  social  and  political,  as  much  as 
they  differ  in  feeling  tie  elevation  or  depres- 
sion of  property .  1  hey  come  lo  sta'e  what 
ihey  believe  Congress  do  not  fully  realize,  and 
what  they  cannot  realize  wiihout  au  actual  and 
personal  participation.  Their  com  miysi,  n  is  to 
Congress*  they  have  no  order  to  go  elsewhere, 
thev  have  no  mes  age  to  any  other  department 
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of  the  Government,  believing  that  the  evil 
which  exists  requires  a  legislative  ^remedy, 
they  come  to  the  Legislature;  believing  (hut 
law  has  been  violated,  they  come  to  Congress; 
believing  that  present  distress  exists,  and  that  a 
movement  of  Congress  can  relieve  it,  their  com- 
mission is  to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives express.  This  protest  decides,  no- 
der  tl  e  authority  of  men,  whom  no  considera- 
tion on  earth  would  induce  t'>  bign  an  inflam- 
matory paper,  tint  an  alarming,  trying,  shock- 
ing state  of  pecuniary  pressure  affects  the  in- 
terests of  the  country.  Does  the  Senate  doubt 
it  >  Has  not  all  credulity  on  the  subject  be- 
come satisfied?  Have  not  the  memorials,  which 
have  been  poured  into  Congress,  from  Orleans. 
to  Maine,  been  sufficient,  and  more  than'suffi- 
cien',  to  satisfy  all  doub  s,  and  silence  all  deni- 
al? If  there  be  over  the  vast  surface  of  this 
happy  country,  the  sides  of  its  array  of  agricul- 
tural hills,  if  there  be  am  spot  so  highly  favor- 
ed by  circumstances,  that  the  distress  has  not 
reached  it,  let  the  inhabitants  of  that  spot  re- 
joice, but  with  fear  and  trembling;  for  as  sure 
as  the  light  of  the  sun,  if  that  which  is  ben'  fi- 
cent  may  be  compared  to  what  is  deleterious, 
penetrates  in  due  time  the  deepest  shades  of 
the  forest,  so  sure  distress  will  spread  every 
where,  act  ev<  ry  where,  and  be  dreaded  every 
where. 

It  is  their  opinion,  that  the  proceedings  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by  the  removal  of 
the  deposites,  ir<  m  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  plainly  violates  the  chartered  rights  of 
that  corporation.  And  is  it  not  certain  that  a 
benefit,  granted  the  bank  for  services,  is  not 
enj  yed,  and  that  it  is  deprived  >f  one  part, 
and  thai  a  principal  part  of  the  consideration 
which  entered  into  its  contract  with  the  Go- 
vernment? And  how  was  it  deprived?  Tne 
courts  are  open;  has  it  been  summoned  into 
them'  The  law  is  in  operation;  has  it  been 
brought  to  trial }  No,  sir;  no  body  has  brought 
it  before  any  tribunal,  for  a  violation  of  law.  It 
still  exists,  but  it  is  deprived  of  privileges  secur- 
ed by  its  charter. 

These  persons  are  not  unaware, that,  if  rights 
are  to  be  attacked,  it  is  usually,  or  always 
designed  to  attack  the  rights  of  tluise 
who  are  odious  to  the  community;  aid  the 
Executive  seeks  subject  on  which  tutry  lis 
experiments.  They  protest  against  the  de- 
nuncia'ions  of  this  bank,  and  tue  cans, ng  and 
comfirmiug  a  »tite  of  pecuniary  disi-ter-,  a» 
well  as  i  he  present  at  emptofthe  Chief  Magis- 
trate, in  raising,  waging,  and  continuing  a  war 
against  tins  institution,  winch  they  think  prelims 
toihern.  And  in  the  same  dea  contained  in  thai 
operation,  m.'V  not  an  individual  think  Ik-  sees 
the  or. gin  of  that  cmtroversv,  which  his  s> 
much  agitated  the  country,  ami  which  Carre* 
disuess  to  evtry  family?  Is  it  not  too  muc  • 
like  a  warfare  hetween  the  President 'at'  (lie 
bank,  anil  the  Piesident  of  the  United  States? 
It  has  been  said  not  only  in  the  common  ve- 
hicles of  party,  but  within  the  walls  of  Con- 
gress, that  in  triumphing  over  this  corporation, 
subduing  it,  reducing  it  to  '.he  feet  of  tlu  Pres- 


ident, he  would  earn  a  more  flourishing  gar- 
land, would  win  a  more  glorious  vict  ry,  than 
he  won  at  the  battle  of  New  Orleans.  The  sen- 
timent in  which  that  mode  of  hostile  operation 
proceeds,  it  is  easy  to  he  seen;  1  fear  it  is  a  love 
of  power,  a  fondness  for  triumph,  in  this  con- 
flict between  the  bank  and  the  Executive, 
while  the  interests  of  the  country  are  crushed 
between  them. 

The  memorialists  think  ths»  such  a  contro- 
versy by  'he  Executive  is  out  of  place;  that  the 
region  of  his  action  is  far  above  it;  that  neither 
the  bank  nor  any  other  corporation  should  en- 
title itself  to  any  share  of  his  hostility;  they 
therefore  protest  against  this  war  on  the  bank 
by  the  Execu  ive,  as  destructive  to  them,  ruin- 
ous to  the  country,  and  not  a  little  discreditable 
in  the  eyes  of  the  world. 

Thev  protest  against  the  act  of  the  Execu- 
tive in  regard  to  the  Treasury,  as  tending  to 
bring  about  that  state  of  things  which  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky  has  so  often  represented  un- 
der a  union  of  the  purse  and  the  sword.  They 
recognize  the  President  as  commander  in  chief 
of  the  Army  and  Navy  ;  but  they  recognize  Con- 
gress as  the  guard  of  the  national  resources  ;  and 
they  think  that  the  withdrawing  of  the  public 
revenue  from  the  bank,  for  reasons  no  way  con- 
nected with  the  interests  of  the  revenue  itself, 
was  solely  for  peisonal  feeling,  or  for  opinion 
resting  on  conjectural  grounds  of  reason  and 
argument,  when  Congress  had  seen  no  reason 
for  a  change.  They  thmk  the  effect  of  the  mea- 
sure is  to  produce  an  augmented  rapidity  in  cer-' 
tain  tendencies  which  they  beleve  have  attended 
the  Government  for  some  years  past,  that  is,  to 
concentrate  power  and  influence  in  the  Execur 
tive  hands,  while  it  was  a  sufficient  objection  to, 
this  arbitrary  measure,  that  the  Treasury  waa 
under  the  conjoint  powers  of  Congress  ;  and*hey 
pass  their  judgment  upon  it.  This  is,  and  for 
some  years  has  been  a  plain  and  visible  tendency, 
to  take  the  bon's  part  to  the  Executive.  They 
think  that  the  abstraction  of  the  public  revenue 
from  a  custody  where  it  was  under  the  eye  of 
Congress,  to  one  where  it  was  under  the  eye  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  was  one  greater 
proof  of  this  tendency,  and  one  long  stride  in  its 
forward  march. 

Sir,  an:  they  not  right  ?  Where  are  the  trea- 
sures of*  the  United  States  ?  No  man  knows. 
The  last  we  heard  of  them  they  were  in  certain 
banks,  not  by  our  will,  and  they  may  be  carried 
where  we  know  not.  >v  bat  was  their  condition 
six  months  ago  ?  Did  not  Congress  then  know 
where  the  mone)r  was  ?  Could  not  Congress 
send  a  committee  to  :<ce  it,  weigh  it,  examine  it, 
and  see  that  it  was  all  there  ?  Have  Congress 
the  power  to  go  to  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis, 
or  the  Manhatten  bank,  to  see  that  the  public 
money  is  safe?  No,  sir,  all  these  righ  s  are  re- 
served for  the  executive  government,  as  if  Con- 
gress had  no  reservation  of  right  in  the  case,  as 
if  there  had  been  no  specification,  as  if  nothing 
had  betrayed  the  high  power  of  Congress  over 
the  treasures  of  the  country. 

It  cum  it  he  de-ticd,  that  the  Government 
m  'iiey,   Iron  its  receipt  to  its  appropriation,  is 
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now  under  the  executive  government  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  Congress  knows 
n>  t  where,  Congress  declares  not  how.  They 
think,  therefore,  that  withdrawing  it  from  the 
guardianship  and  inspection  of  Congress,  and 
placing  it  where  it  is,  under  the  control  and 
guardianship  of  the  executive  government ,  is 
•One  encroachment  on  the  rights  of  Congres-;; 
and  they  protest  against  this  violation  of  the 
Tspirit  of  yie  Constitution,  and  as  they  think,  of 
the  letter  of  the  la*. 

They  are  in  favur  of  a  National  Bank;  but  this 
is  an  opinion  which  they  refer  to  the  wisdom  of 
Congress,  they  do  not  insjsist  upon  it,  though 
they  afe  convinced  of  Its  expediency;  but  they 
do  insist  on  the  dominion  of  law,  the  exercise 
of  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  revenue, 
and  the  reinstatement  of  the  Treasury  under 
some  custody  provided  by  law. 

They  declare,  that  in  the  present  state  of  t  >e 
country,   looking   at   the  eff'eet  of  those  mea- 
i  $?fT£§  of  which    they  complain,  and  the  extent 
~«f'(.  ifae  .etfA  ^rUsty*  from  ihem,  they  see  no  re- 
,«iedyrhut  in^Co^ress",  and  they  pray  that  Con- 
gress w*il   take  ,up, the   subject,  .^etcrmin  to 
'.  act,  and  adopt  such  measures  as  they  mp^f  deem 
(  wjse  and  expedient.      Sir,  I  entirely  agree  with 


ments  of  the  country,  than  men  whose  names 
are  to  be  found  on  this  memorial. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  said,  I  have  been  requested 
to  say  Something  on  this  memorial?  and  although 
I  think  it  an  act  of  supererrogation  to  add  any 
thing  to  the  remarks  which  have  been  made,  yet 
having  been  called  on,  I  cannot  lefuse  to  give 
my  testimony  to  the  high  character  of  these  me- 
morialist at  Boston.  It  is,  I  presume,  because  I 
have  enjoyed  an  acquaintance  with  many  of  the 
memorialists  and  members  of  the  committee,  that 
I  have  been  so  requested. 

Mr.  President,  you  have  now  before  you  the 
sentiments  of  about  7,000  citizens  of  Boston,  and 
Iheir  testimony  to  the  existing  distress,  which 
may  be  considered  as  strong  and  emphatic  as 
those  of  any  in  this  House.  It  tomes  from  New 
England,  the  land  of  the  Puritans ;  it  comes  from 
Massachusetts,  the  first  in  the  glorious  struggle 
for  our  independence,  to  which  I  was  glad  to 
hear  the  Senator  from  Virginia  allude  yesterday; 
from  Boston,  the  firs!  even  in  that  foremost  State. 

I  will  not  attempt  to  speak  their  eulogiun;  the 
names  themselves  carry  with  them  a  higher  eulo- 
gium  than  language  can  express,  and  carry  im- 
pressions to  the  heai  t  of  American  freemen  which 
no  ivords  can   speak.     You,  sir,  who  have  re- 


,  th^m,  that  such  measures  must  come  from,  Con- 1  cenjtfy  visited  these  places,  in  company  with  the 

,,gress;    bu.t  I  will  say  to  these   more,  than  (JOOP I  Chief  Magistrate,  need  no  address  of  mine  to  im- 

!  memqrLalists.that  relief,  though/it  come  through  j  press  sRpon  you  the  character  of  the  people.  You 

the  age.ncy    and    instrumenjality  of ,  Congress,  i.have  .seen  theta-     You  have  stood  on  the  high 

must   have  a  higher   origin.     It  cannot   come i places, of  Boston  and  its  vicinity — on  the  memo 

from   the   Executive  Department;. the  case   ia^rable  heights .ofDoroheeter— and  the  more  mem. 

,,  entirely  past  the  surgery  of  all  such  practiow- 

ers.     No  state  doctors^  beginning,  where  they 


,  may,or  ending  where  they  will, have  poiver  oier 

,  this  distress  of  ;m  »fljicted  people;  jthere  is  not 
one  of  them  who  can  pluck  up   this  deep  root- 

„  ed  disease. 

Sir,  the  people  must  minister  to  themselves; 
they  must  take  tjieir  own  £ase  into  their  own 

,  hands;  they  must  indeed  do  it  through  Con~ 
gress,  but  with  their  own  wills,  and  thg/ir  own 
power.  The  spirit,  and  the  only  spirit,  winch 
can  move  oyer  thete  troubted  waters,  cli»ng<~ 
cliaos.to  order,    and  cause  the  elemental   strife 

,  to  subside,  ami  the  sun  to  appc'r  in  'he  east, 
is  the  intelligent,  manly,  free  spiritof  the  Ame- 

.ricuii  peop:e,  summoned  all,  and  ca'led  into  ac- 
tion, by  the  state  of  the  country,  and  of  their 
own  interes  s,  to  apply  that  remedy,  wheh 
they,  and  they  only,  can  apply. 


mem- 
orable heights  pi  Bunker  Hill;  in  Charlestown, 
memorable  for  (revolutionary  conflagration  ;  in 
Cambridge,  memorable  for  revolutionary  associ- 
ation and  consultation  ;  and  you  could  almost 
see  in  the  prospective  the  plains  of  Concord. and 
Lexington.  jYau  have  stood  there,  wh^re  the 
voice  of  our  fathers'  blood  calls  to  you  .from  the 
ground,  "my  spns,.  scorn  to  be  slaves."  You 
have  seen-  those  waters  where  Massachusetts 
bore  her  flag,  at  that  time  unfiurled  over  every 
wave  and  every  foe.  You  have  been  in  that 
Faneuil  Hall,  where  the  Adamses,  the  Hancocks, 
the  Otises  of  the  lime,  breathed  into  this  nation 
the  breath  of  life.  You  have  partaken  of  the 
unbounded  hospitality  of  this  people.  You  have 
seen  the  land  where  friends  find  a  welcome  and 
foes  a  grave. 

Si, -if  1  am  not  misinformed,  during  that  vis- 
it, while    the  Chief  Magistrate  was  repesing. in 


.  t.ie  city  of  Boston,  this  disastrous  measure  was 
I  move,  s.r,  that  this  memorial  be  read,  print    decided  upon,  which   now    brings  before  you 
ed  w.th    l lie    n.mes,  and  referred  to  the  Com-   the  protes;  aiul  memorial  of  70p0  citizens.     If 


..  mittee  on  FinancJe 

Mr.  S1LSBEE  said,  after  the  full  and  impres- 
sive remarks  made  by  my  colleague,  I  shall  de- 
.  tain  the  Senate  no  longer  than  to  make  a  single 
remark;  and    the  single,, and  brief  remark   to 
.  which  I  shall  confine  myself,  is,  that  I  have  long 
,  enjoyed  a  personal  acquaintance  with  many  Qt 
_  the  individuals  whose"  names   are   appended  to 
i  this   memorial ,  as   well  as  with  some  of  those 
..who  brought  it;  and  I  know  of  no  individuals, 
here  or  e^s'ewhere,  whom  I  think  more  compe- 
tent to  form  correct  opinions  of  the  cause  and 


I  am  not  misinformed  the  letter, of  the  25th  of 
June,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury w.<s.se.nt  from  the  city  of  Boston  during 
that  v.sitjjit  the  very  time  when  the  person, 
whose  liapie  is  afixed  to  that  lejtjfer,  was  con- 
fined to  a  dark  room,  and  incapable, of  inteUec- 
ual  pr_ physical '  effort  I  would  tp  heaven, 
that  the  scenes  to  which  he  hen  bore  witness, 
the  preat  number  of  his  friends  on  all  hands 
around  him,  he  respect  wj  ich  was  rendered 
him,  or  any  consideratioH,  could  have  withheld 
his  hand  from  that  fatal  signature.     Thai  peo« 


effects   of  the  existing    pecuniary   embarrass- 1  pie  who  received  him  with  so  much  hosp.tulity, 
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as  one  of  the  highest  successive  const i'uted  au- 
thorities of  the  country,  with  approbaion  for 
tho<e  of  them  who  had  been  the  me;m-  of  con- 
tinuing1 by  Government,  its  prosperity  and  hap- 
piness—that people,  from  the  highest  state  of 
prosperity  and  gladness,  are  now  thrown  by 
thousands  into  the  depths  of  gloom  and  sorrow, 
and  dismay.  t 

Mr.  President,  it  was  from  the  same  source, 
it  was  from  under  the  same  roof,  that  memo- 
rials and  petitions  were  sent  forth  to  the  British 
Parliamen'.  Those  memorials  and  petiions 
denounced  then  an  act  of  poli'ical  power  in 
seizing  their  money  without  the  consent  of  their 
represeniaives.  It  is  their  descendants  who 
have  come  to  the  capitol,  and  whom  you  now 
hear  complaining  of  the  seizing  of  their  money, 
without  the  consent  of  thrir  representatives. — 
Memorials  were  then  contemned;  but  I  trust  a 
different  fate  awaits  these  memorialists  to  the 
American  Congress,  They  como  here  to  the 
fountain  of  law,  and  of  redress;  they  do  not  go 
to  the  executive  mansion;  they  do  not  pass  the 
Halls  of  Congre-s  and  throw  themselves  at  the 
feet  of  the  Executive; 'hey  believe  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive has  no  right^to  interfere  in  this  matter. 
They  have  had  examples  in  the  case  of  their 
fellow  citizens  which  forbade  them  from  expo- 
fling  themselves  to  similar  •treatment;  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  received  him  at  Boston,  shows 
that  they  know  how  to  respect  the  constituted 
authorities  of  their  country;  their  now  refusing 
to  expose  themselves  to  indignity,  showa  that 
they  know  ho^'o  respect  themselves. 

The  memorial  was  now  r<ad,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,and  ordered  to  be  prin- 
ted. 
CONTINUANCE  OF  THE  U.  S.  BANK 
CHARTER. 
Mr.  WEBSTER,  on  notice  before  given,  ask- 
ed  leave  to%troduce  a  Bill  for   con' inning  six 
years  longer  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States 

SPEECH  01"  MR.  WEBSTER, 
In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,   on  Tues- 
day,  March  18,  1834. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  rose  and  said:  I  rise,  sir, 
pursuant  to  notice,  to  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  continue,  for  six  years,  the  act  incorpo- 
rating the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States;  and  shall  hope  for  that  indulgence  of 
the  Senate  whi  h  is  usually  granted  on  such 
occasions,  if  I  accompany  its  introduction  with 
•ome  remarks  on  the  general  state  of  the  coun- 
try,  as  well  as  on  the  nature  of  the  measure 
proposed.  If  leave  be  granted,  it  is  my  pur- 
pose to  move  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  that  it  may  take  the  usual  course, 
and  come  up  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate 
in  due  season. 

Mr.  President,  in  the  midst  of  ample  means, 
of  national  and  individual  happiness,  we  have 
unexpectedly  fallen  into  severe  distress.  Our 
course  has  been  suddenly  arrested.  The  gen- 
eral pulse  of  life  stands  still,  and  the  activity 
and  industry  of  the  country  feel  a  pause.  A 
vastly  extended  and  beneficent  commerce  is 
checked:  manufactures  suspended,  with  incal- 


culable loss  to  those  concerned  in  them,  and 
the  labors  of  agriculture  threatened  with  the 
loss  of  their  usual  reward.  Our  resources  are, 
nevertheless,  at  the  same  time,  abundant,  and 
all  external  circumstances  highly  favorable  and 
advantageous;  such  as  fairly  promised  us,  not 
only  a  continuance  of  that  degree  of  prosperity 
which  we  actually  enjoyed,  but  its  rapid  ad- 
vancement also,  to  still  higher  stages. 

The  condit'on  of  the  country  is,  indeed,  sin- 
gular. It  is  like  that  of  a  strong  man  chained*. 
In  full  health,  with  strength  unabated,  and  all? 
its  faculties  unimpaired,  it  is  yet  incapable  of 
performing  its  accustomed  action.  Fetters 
and  manacles  are  on  all  its  limbs.  If  we  could 
but  unbind  it,  if  we  could  break  these  iron 
chains,  if  we  could  once  more  set  it  free,  it 
would  in  a  moment  resume  its  activity,  and  gr> 
on  again  in  its  rapid  career.  It  is  our  duty,  sir, 
to  relieve  this  restraint,  to  unshackle  the  in- 
dustry of  the  people,  and  give  play,  once 
more,  to  their  common  action  and  their  com- 
mon energies.  The  evils,  all  the  evils,  which 
we  now  feel,  and  feel  so  acutely,  result  from 
political  measures;  and  by  political  measures, 
and  political  measures  alone,  can  they  be  re- 
dressed. They  have  their  origin  in  acts  of 
Government,  and  they  must  find  their  cure  in 
other  acts  of  Government. 

Only  six  mqnlhs  ago,  sir,  the  country  pre- 
sented an  aspect,  ill  regard  to  all  its  great  inte- 
rests, exceedingly  sa'isfactory  and  gratifying. 
Our  commerce  was  highly  prosperous,  and  our 
manufactures,  for  the  present  at  least,  flourish- 
ing. Agricultural  products  commanded  fair 
prices,  and  the  general  appearance  of  thing 
exhibited  more  than  a  usual  degree  of  activity. 
The  year  elapsing  between  the  autumn  of  183'2 
and  that  of  1833  was  a  year  of  great  prosperity. 
In  the  activity  of  commerce,it  is  possible  enough 
that  some  degree  of  overtrading  had  taken 
place,  but  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  great 
excess  had  been  committed  ii  that  particular. 
In  general,  the  state  of  tilings  was  sound,  as 
well  as  prosperous  for  he  present.  The  com- 
merce of  the  country  had  reached,  I  think,  to  a 
greater  extent  than  hi  any  former  year;  the  a- 
mount  of  exports  for  the  year  1833  being,  ac- 
cording* to  the  Treasury  estimate,  no  less  than 
ninety  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  of  the  im- 
ports no  less  than  one  hundred  and  nine  mil- 
lions. The  internal  and  coasting-  trade  was, 
perhaps,  in  a  still  more  flourishing  condition. — 
This  branch  of  the  national  industry  has  grown 
into  the  very  highest  importance,  affording  a 
vast  field  for  active  usefulness,  enriching-  all 
pa  ts  of  the  country  by  its  mutual  exchanges  of, 
commodites,  and  affording  profitable  employ- 
ment to  great  numbers  of  the  people.  It  was 
carried  oil  last  year,  both  by  sea  and  land,  with 
great  vigor;  aivl  the  situation  of  the  currency  of 
the  country  gave  it  facilities  such  as  never  exis- 
ted elsewhere  over  so  broad  an  extent.  The 
money  circulation  kwas  free,  and  the  banks  in 
g'ood  credit.  They  were  doubtless  somewhat 
loo  economical  in  the  use  of  specie,  aitd  fe 
tained  their  credit  on  a  basis  not  suiheientiv 
broad  to  be  quite  secure.  But  no  great  degree 
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of  danger  to  the  circulation  was  felt  or  general- 
ly feared. 

Such  was  our  condition  in  September  last; 
and  the  change  which  has  since  taken  place 
must  strike  all  minds.  How  do  we  stand  now, 
in  respect  to  these  great  interest?  Let  us  look 
to  our  commerce,  the  main  source  of  our  reve- 
nue, as  well  as  a  somce  <>f  weal'h,  and  let  us 
see  how  that  is  affected,  or  likely  to  be  affected 
by  recent  occurrences.  I  have  s*ated  the  a- 
mount  of  exports  and  imports  for  last  year; 
those  for  the  present  cannot,  of  course,  be  yet 
estimated  with  accuracy,  but  we  are  not  without 
some  means  of  fibrillins  opinions  upon  this  inte- 
resting pom'.  I  think  it  is  evident  that  there 
miiot  be  a  falling  off*  in  the  imports,  and  conse- 
quently a  falling  tiffin  the  revenue.  I  shall  be 
very  glad  to  find  myself  mistaken  in  this  opin- 
ion, but  it  appears  to  me  there  is  much  reason 
<o  entertain  it.  As  ore  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  I  lis  ve  felt  it  m-  duty,  of  cours-,  to 
look  to  the  state  of  the  Treasury,  and  to  foim 
some  opinion,  if  i  cculd,  of  what  may  be  its  fu- 
ture (conditioi*.  I's  present  state,  as  we  learn 
from  the  Secretary's  report,  with  his  estimate 
of  the  reccp's  and  expenditures  of  the  year,  is 
substantially  as  f 'Hows. 

Estimated  balance  in  the  Treasury, 
January  1st,  1834,  "    $7,983,790 

But  from  this  deduct  the  amount 
of  appropriation  already  made,  and 
which  remain  unsatisfied,- which  a- 
mount, the  Secretary  supposes,  may 
yet  be  require!  for  the  objects  for 
wide  i  it  was  appropriated,  5,190,28 


B dance  remaining  in  the  Treasu- 
ry unappropriated, 

Estimated  amount  of  receipts  for 
1834: 

Customs,  15,000,000 

L.ml,  3,000,000 

Bank  dividends  and 


2,793,503 


ntisci  lhmeous, 


500,000 


18,500,000 


Total  of 

1S34, 


means   for  the  use  of 


21,293,503 


Estimated  expenditures  for  1834,  23,501.994 

Tins  statement  would  seem  to  exhibit  a  defi- 
cit of  more  than  t,w«>  mill. oust  and  this  would 
doubtless  be  the  result,  slicul  1  the  appropria- 
tions of  the  ytar  all  be  called  for  within  the 
year  ;  but  experience  shows  that  this  n,  hot  to 
be  expected.  What  amount  of  appropriation- 
mat  remain  uncalled  for,  however,  is  necessari- 
ly unceitiin. 

Am<--r>£  the  expenditures,  it  i»  to  he  observ  d 
is  included  the  sum  of  five  mil  ions,  wi'h  n  u 
fraction,  for  the  pa)  ment  of  tn<-  balance  of  the 
public  debt,  which  becomes  •  reimbursable  at 
tne  commencement  of  nexi  ye  p." 

The  Seen  taTy  supposes,  even  without  mak- 
ing any  allowance  for  the  effect  of  recent  mea 
sures.that  the  receipts  for  18,35  will  be  s>till  les- 
than  those  for  1834;  and  that  unless  the  i\  ve 
nucsliould  be  more  productive  than  is  anticipa- 
ted, i<  will   be  nt  ctssary  in    two  years  from  thi- 


time  to  retrace  our  steps,  and  to  impose  duties 
on  articles  which  are  now  free,,  in  order  to- 
meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

If  such  were  the  pvo«peKts  of  the  country  in 
regard  to  revenue,  before  the  late  measures  had 
so  much  disturbed  Us  commerce,  it  cannot  but 
be  expected  that,  under  the  influence  of  that 
cause,  there  may  be  a  very  considerable  defi- 
ciency, especially  should  the  c  use  continue. 

It  is  not  very  easy  to  ascertain  wha-t  extent  the 
importations  of  the  year  may  fall  short  of  previ- 
ous importations,  in  consequence  of  the  disturb- 
ed state  of  things  ;  but  I  know  an-  opLnoin  is  en- 
tertained among  those  who  have  the  best  means 
of  forming  a  correct  judgment,  that  there  may  be 
a  falling  offin  the  receipts  of  the  customs,  from  a 
quarter  to  a  third  of  the  amount  anticipated. 
Should  this  prove  to  be  true,  which  there  is  cer- 
tainly too  much  reason  to  fear,  Congress  may  be 
called  on,  much  earlier  than  within  two  years,  to 
furnish  additional  means  of  revenue. 

The  diminution  will  be  mainly  felt  in  the  last 
half  of  the  year;  it  being  generally  understood 
that  orders  for  fall  import.atious  have  been  coun- 
termanded to  a  great  extent.  It  is  not  thought 
improbable  that  the  receipts  of  the  year  from  cus- 
toms, estimated  at  fifteen  mil. ions,  will  fall  down 
to  twelve  This,  should  it  happen,  would  no  other- 
wise distub  the  intended  course  of  things,  than 
as  it  would  postpone  the  payment  of  the  balance 
of  the  public  debt;  but  this  effect  it  is  not  uhlikely 
to  produce.  On  such  subjects,  however,»no  very 
sure  anticipations  can  be  founded,  and  there- 
fore I  speak  with  no  positivenes,s.  But  it  is  my 
expectation  that  the  receipts  of  the  year  will  fall 
below  the  estimate  and  probably  to  the  extent  I 
have  mentioned;  and  that  this  effect  will  be  pro- 
duced by  no  other  cause  than  the  deranged  state 
of  things,  occasioned  by  the  removal  of  the  pub- 
lie  moneys.  • 

If  such  be  (he  consequences  of  the  measure  on 
foreign  commerce,  and  on  the  revenue,  its  effect 
on  the  internal  trade  of  the  country  is  a  thousand 
times  more  disastrous.  Here  it  produces,  not 
only  diminution,  but  stagnation;  and  such  a 
stagnation  as  has  caused  a  cessation  of  produc- 
tion. The  industry  of  the  country  is  arrested, 
and  its  useful  labor  suspended.  Great  activity 
prevailed  in  the  manufacturing  districts,  under  a 
sanguine  expectation  that  the  law  of  the  last  ses- 
sion would, for  a  time  at  least.in  sure  success  to  that 
great  interest.  But  the  new  measure  has  struck  this 
interest  with  a  sudden  and  deadly  blow.  It  is 
now  but  little  more  than  twelvemonths  since  the 
manufacturing  interest  was  deeply  alarmed,  by 
the  pendency  of  a  measure  in  the  other  House, 
known  usually  as  Mr.  Verplanck'sbill..  Through- 
out the  middle  and  northern  States,  and  who 
ever  that  interest  existed,  the  apprehension  of 
change  diminished  the  value  of  property,  embar- 
rassed all  calculations  for  the  future,  and  disturb- 
ed and  deranged  the  course  of  private  occupation 
and  industry.  But  how  small  wa.s  all  that  evil, 
compared  with  the  effects  produced  by  the  Secre- 
tary, when  he  interferred  with  the  public  revenues? 
I  will  not  go  over  the  long  list  of  cases,  in  which 
prosperous   manufacturing    establishments  have 
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been  compelled  to  discontinue  their  operations, 
under  ihe  pressure  of  the  times.  I  will  only  ad- 
vert to  an  instance  01  two,  taken,  without  selec- 
tion, from  papers  and  letters  before  me.  Let 
Patterson,  in  New  Jersey,  be  one  of  these  instan- 
ces, the  state  of  which  interesting  and  afflicted 
town  has  been,  ine'eed,  repeatedly  presented  to 
the  Senate,  by  the  members  from  that  State.  The 
population  of  Patterson,  I  believe,  is  about  ten 
thousand:  and  it  is  known  to  be  a  population  al 
most  exclusively  engaged  in  manufactures.  In 
September  last,  43,500  spindles  were  in  opera- 
tion in  it.  Of  these,  24,500  have  stopped,  and 
-5,000  others  are  expected  to  stop  as  soon  as 
stock  on  hand  is  worked  up.  I  am  informed  that 
the  manufactures  at  Patterson  cannot  prevail  on 
their  consignees  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York, 
to  ceme  under  responsibilities  for  them,  even  to 
the  amount  of  one-third  the  cost  of  producing 
the  article.  The  means,  therefore,  of  paying  la- 
bor and  purchasing  new  stock  are  completely 
cut  off. 

We  may  see  another  instance,  sufficiently  ap- 
palling, in  the  manufactories  in  New  Hampshire 
I  understand  a  cotton  mill  at  Dover,  of  6000 
spindles,  has  ceased  operation,  and  another 
was  to  cease  the  15tli  of  this  mouthy  a  mill  with 
4000  spindles,  at  New  Market,  and  another  at 
Nashua,  of  5000,  have  ceased  also-,  and  a  large 
woollen  mil',  at  a  place  called  the  Great  Falls, 
employing  two  or  three  hundred  hands,  has 
■stopped  with  the  rest.  These,  sir,  are  instan- 
ces, of  the  effect  of  the  experiment  upon  our 
manufacturing  interests. 

It  is  often  asked  \iow  this  enormous  amount 
of  evil  could  spring  from  a  cause  so  apparently 
inadequate  to  produce  it  ?  Can  it  be  possible, 
that  the  Secretary  has  brought  about  all  this  dis- 
tress, simply  by  removing  a  few  millions  of  dol- 
lars from  one  "bank  into  other  banks  ?  Sir,  no- 
thing is  more  tri>e,  and  nothing  more  easily 
accounted  for.  Every  commercial  country  has 
•one  great  representative,  constantly  passing  and 
acting  between  all  its  citizens.  This  universal 
representative  is  money,  or  credit,  in  some 
form ,  as  its  substitute.  Without  this  agency, 
nothing  can  be  bought,  and  nothing  can  be  sold 
— capital  has  no  income,  and  l.ibor  no  reward. 
It  is  no  more  possible  to  maintain  the  ordinary 
business  and  intercourse  between  man  and  man, 
without  money  and  credit,  than  to  maintain  an 
intercourse  between  nations,  without  ministers 
or  public  agents;  or  to  maintain  punctual  cor- 
respondence by  letter,  without  the  mail.  And 
all  the  duties*  w Inert  the  country  now  suffer?, 
arises  solely  from  acts  which  have  deranged  the 
currency  of  the  country,  and  the  credit  of  the 
commercial  community.  The  country  is  as 
rich,  in  its  general  appearance,  as  it  was  before 
the  experiment  was  begun;  that'  is  to  say,  men 
have  the  same  houses,  lands,  ships,  and  mer- 
chandise. But  the  value  of  these  has  fallen;  or 
to  speak  more  correctly,  they  have  lost  the 
pow<.r  of  being  exchanger',  and  they  have  lo.^t 
this  power,  because  of  the  embarrassment, 
which  has  befallen  the  general  medium  of  ex- 
change. 

Six  months   ago  a   state   of  things  existed 


highly  prosperous  and  advantageous  to  the 
country,  but  liable  to  be  injuriously  affected  by 
precisely  such  a  cause  as  has  now  been  put  into 
operation  upon  it.  Business  was  active,  and 
carried  to  a  great  extent.  Cniiimercih)  credit 
was  expanded,  and  the  circulation  of  money 
was  large.  This  circulation,  being  of  paper,  of 
course  rested  on  credit,  and  this  credit  was 
founded  on  banking  capital,  and  bank  deposr 
ites.  The  pubic  revenue,  from  the  time  of 
their  collection  to  the  time  of  their  disburse- 
ment, was  in  the  bank  and  its  branches  ;  and,, 
like  other  deposites,  contributed  to  the  mean* 
of  discount.  Between  the  Bank  of  the  U>-itedj 
States  and  the  State  banks,  there  was  a  degree 
of  watchfulness,  perhaps  of  rivalry,  but  there 
was  no  enmity,  no  hostility.  All  moved  ia 
their  own  proper  spheres,  harmoniously  and  in 
aider.  The  Secretary  disturbed  this  state  p,f 
peace.  He  broke  up  all  the  harmony  of  the 
system.  By  suddenly  withdrawing  all  the  pub- 
lic moneys  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  he  forced  that  bank  to  an  immediate 
correspondent  curtailment  of  its  loans  and  dis, 
counts.  It  was  obliged  to  strengthen  it  self 
and  the  State  banks,  taking  the  alarm,  were 
obliged  to  strengthen  themselves  also,  by  simi- 
lar measures.  So  that  the  amount  of  credit  ac- 
tually existing,  and  w\  which  men  were  doing 
business,  was  suddenly  greatly  dimin  shed. 
Bank  accommodations  were  withdrawn  ;  men 
could  no  longer  fulfil  their  engagements  by  the 
customary  means;  property  fell  in  value,  thou- 
sands failed,  many  thousands  more  maintained 
their  individual  credit  by  enormous  sacrifices, 
and  all  being  alarmed  for  the  future,  as  well  a* 
distressed  for  the  present,  forbore  from  new 
transactions  and  new  engagements.  Finding 
enough  to  do  to  s'and  still,  they  do  not  attempt 
to  go  forward*  This  deprives  the  industrious 
*nd  laboring  classes  of  their  occupations,  and 
brings  want  and  misery  to  their  doors  This, 
sir,  is  a  shoit  recital  of  cause  ani  effect.  Thii 
is  the  history  «f  the  first  six  months  of  the 
"Experiment." 

Mr.  President,  the  recent  measures  of  the 
Secretary,  and  the  opinions,  which  are  said  to 
be  avowed  by  those  who  approve  and  support 
them,  threaten  a  wild  and  ruthless  attack  on  the 
commercial  credit  of  the  country,  on  that  most 
delicate,  and  at  the  same  time  most  important 
agent,  in  producing  general  prosperity.  Com- 
mercial credit  is  the  creation  of  modern  times, 
and  belo.igs,  in  its  highest  perfection  only,  to, 
the  most  enlightened  and  best  governed  na-. 
tions.  In  the  primitive  ages  of  commerce,  arti- 
cle is  exchanged  for  article,  wi.hout  the  use  o? 
money  or  credit.  This  is  simple  baiter.  Bu,t  jn 
its  progress,  a  symbol  of  property,  a  common 
measure  of  value,  is  introduced,  to  facilitate  the 
exchanges  of  property,  and.  this  may  be  iron,or 
any  other  article,  fixed  by  law  or  by  consent; 
but  has  generally  been  gold  and  silver.  This, 
certainly,  is  a  great  advance  beyond  simple 
barter,  but  no  greater  than  has  been  gained,  ii\ 
modern  times,  by  proceeding  from,  the  mere 
use  of  money  to  the  use  of  credit.  Credit  is  thet 
vital  air  of  the  system  of  modern  commerce.   It 
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has  done  more,  a  thousand  times,  to  enrich  na 
tions,  than  all  the  mines  of  all  the  world.  It  ha 
excited  labor,  stimulated  manufactures,  pushed 
commerce  over  every  sea,  and  brought  every 
nation,  every  kingdom,  and  every  small  tribe, 
among  the  races  of  men, to  be  known  to  ail  the 
rest.  It  has  raised  armies,  equipped  navies, 
and,  triumphing  over  the  gross  power  of  mere 
numbers,  it  has  established  national  superiority 
on  the  foundation  of  intelligence,  wealth,  and 
well  directed  industry.  Credit  is  to  money, 
what  money  is  to  articles  of  merchandize.  As 
hard  money  represents  property,  so  credit  rep- 
resents hard  money;  and  it  is  capable  of  supply- 
ing the  place  of  money  so  completely,that  there 
are  writers  of  distinction,  especially  of  the 
Scotch  school,  who  insists  that  no  hard  money 
is  necessary  for  the  interests  of  commerce.  I  am 
not  of  that  opinion.  I  do  not  think  any  govern- 
ment can  maintain  an  exclusive  paper  system, 
without  running  to  excess,  and  thereby  causing 
depreciation. 

1  hold  the  immediate  convertibility  of  bank 
notes  into  specie  to  be  an  indispensable  security 
to  their  retaining  their  value:  but,  consistently 
with  this  security,  and  indeed  founded  upon  it, 
credit  becomes  the  great  agent  of  exchange. — 
It  is  allowed  that  it  increases  consumption,  by 
anticipating  products,  and  that  it  supplies  pres- 
ent wants,  out  of  future  means.  And  as  it  cir- 
culates commodities,  without  the  actual  use  of 
gold  and  silver,  it  not  only  saves  much,by  doing 
away  with  the  constant  transportation  of  the 
precious  metals  from  place  to  place,  but  ac- 
complishes exchanges  with  a  degree  of  dispatch 
and  punctuality,  not  otherwise  to  be  attained. — 
All  bills  of  exch  mge?  all  notes  running  upon 
time,  as  well  as   the  paper   circulation  of  the 


— a  part  of  Europe  distinguished  for  its'  natural 
advantages,  and  especially  suited,  by  its  pos-i- 
lion,  for  an  extensive  commerce,  with  the  sea 
on  three  sides  of  it,  and  as  many  good  harbors- 
as  all  the  rest  of  Europe?  The  whole  history 
pf  commerce  shows  that  it  flourishes  or  fades 
just  in  proportion  as  property,  credit,  and  the 
fruits  of  labor  are  protected  by  free  and 
just  political  systems.  Credit  cannot  exist  un- 
der arbitrary  and  rapacious  Governments;  and 
commerce  cannot  exist  without  credit.  Tripoli 
and  Tunis  and  Algiers,  are  countries,  above  all 
others,  in  which  hard  money  is  indispensable, 
because,  under  such  Governments,  nothing  is 
valuable  which  cannot  be  secreted  and  hoard- 
ed. Ard  as  Government  rises,  in  the  scale  of 
intelligence  and  liberty,  from  these  barbarous 
despotisms,  to  the  highest  rank  of  free  States, 
its  progress  is  marked,  at  every  step,  by  a  high- 
er degree  of  security  and  of  credit.  And  this 
undeniable  truth  should  make  well  informed 
men  ashamed  to  cry  out  against  banks  and 
banking,  as  being  aristocratical,  oppressive 
to  the  poor,  or  partaking  of  the  character  of 
dangerous  monopoly.  Banks  are  a  part  of  the 
great  system  of  Commercial  credit,  and  hare 
done  much,  under  the  influence  of  good  go- 
vernment, to  aid  and  eleyate  that  credit.  What 
is  their  histoiy?  Where  do  we  first  find  them? 
Do  they  make  their  first  appearance  in  despot- 
ic governments,  and  show'  themselves  as  in- 
ventions of  power  to  oppress  the  people?  The 
first  Bank  was  that  of  Venice;  the  second  that 
of  Genoa.  From  the  example  of  these  repub- 
lics they  were  next  established  in  Holland  and 
the  free  city  of  Hamburg.  England  followed 
these  examples,  but  not  until  s  e  had  been  de- 
livered from  the  tyranny  of  the  Steuarts,   by 


banks,  belong  to  the  system  of  co mnercial  cred- 1  the  revolution  of  1688.     It  was  William  the  de- 
it      I  hey  are  parts  of  one  great  whole.     And,  I  liverer,  not  William  the  conqu-ror,  that  esta 


sir,  unless  we  are  to  reject  the  lights  of  experi 
ence,  and  to  repudiate  the  benefits'  which  other 
nations  enjoy,  and  we  ourselves  have  hith- 
erto enjoyed,  we  should  protect  this  system, 
with  unceasing  watchfulness;  take  care,- on  the 
one  hand,  to  give  it  full  and  fair  play,  and,  on 
the  other,  to  guard  it  against  dangerous  exct-ss. 
We  shall  show  ourselves  unskilful  and  unfaith- 
ful statesmen,  if  we  do  not  keep  clear  of  ex- 
t>  ernes  on  both  sides. 

It  is  very  true  that  commercial  credit,  and 
the  system  of  banking,  as  a  part  of  it,  does  fur- 
nish a  substitute  for  capital.     It  is  very  true 


blished  the  Bank  of  England.  Who  supposes 
that  a  Bank  of  England  could  have  existed,  in 
the  time  of  Empsou  and  Dudly?  ,  Who  sup- 
poses it  could  have  lived  under  those  Ministers 
of  Charles  the  Second,  who  shut  up  the  Ex- 
chequer, or  that  is  vaults  could  have  been  se- 
cure against  te  arbitrary  power  of  the  brother 
and  successor  of  that  monarch? 

The  history  of  banks  belongs  to  the  history  of 
commerce,  and  the  general  history  of  liberty.  It 
belongs  to  the  history  of  those  causes,  which  in  a 
long  course  of  years  raised  the  middle  and  lower 
orders  of  society  to  u  state  of  inelligence  and 


t  at  this  system  enables  men  to  do  business,  to  I  property,  in  spite  of  the  ironksway  of  the  feudal 
some  extent,  on  borrowed  capital;  and  those  system.  In  what  instance  have  they  endanger- 
who  wish  to  destroy  all  such,  act  wisely  to  that  led  liberty,  or  overcome  the  laws?     Their  very 


end  by  decrying  it. 


existence  depends  on  the  secur-  ty  and  the  rule, 


This  commercial  credit,  sir,  depends  on  wise!  both  of  liberty  and  law.  Why,  sir,  have  we  not 
laws,  steadily  administered.  Ind  ed  the  best  been  taught,  in  our  earliest  reading,  that,  to  the 
governed  countries  are  always  the  richest. —  birth  of  a  commercial  spirit,  to  associations  for 
With  go  d  political  systems,  natural  disadvan- 'trade,  to  the  guilds  and  companies  formed  in  the 
tages,  competition,  and  the  world,  may  all  be  I  towns,  we  are  to  look  for  the  first  appearance 
defied.  Without  such  systems,  climate,  soil,  |  of  liberty,  from  the  darkness  of  the  middle  ages; 
p  sitio-i,  and  every  thing  else,  may  favor  the  for  the  first  faint  blush  of  that  morning,  which 
progress  of  wealth,  and  yet  a  nations  be  poor.  I  has  grown  brighter  and  brighter,  till  the  perfect 
What  but  bad  laws  and  bad  Government -has1  day  has  come?  And  it  is  just  as  reasonable  to 
retarded  the  progress  of  Commerce,  credit,  and  i  say  that  bills  of  exchange  are  dangerous  to  lib- 
wealth,  in  the  peninsula  of  Spain  and  Portugal  erty,    that  promissory  notes  are   dangerous  to 
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liberty,  that  the  power  of  regulating  the  coin  is 
dangerous  to  liberty,  as  that  credit,  and  banking 
as  a  part  of  credit,  are  dangerous  to  liberty. 

Sir,  I  hardly  know  a  writer  on  these  subjects 
who  has  not  selected  the  United  States  as  an 
eminent  and  striking  instance,  to  show  the  ad- 
vantages of  well  established  credit,  and  the  bene- 
fit of  its  expansion,  to  a  degree  not  incompatible 
with  safety,  by  a  paper  circulation.  Or,  if  they 
do  not  mention  the  United  States,  they  describe 


est.  •  And  there  are  other  thousands  who,  hav- 
ing lost  their  employment,  have  lost  every 
thing,  and  who  yet  hear,  amidst  the  bitterness 
of  their  anguish,  that  the  great  motive  of  Gov- 
ernment is  kindness  to  the  poor. 

It  is  difficult,  sir,  to  restiain  one's  indignation, 
when,  to  so  much   keen  distress,  there  is  added 
so  much  which  has  the  appearance  of  mere  moc- 
kery.    Sir,  let  the  system  of  the  administration 
o  on,  and  we  shall  soon  not  know  our  country. 


just  such  a  country;  that  is  to  say,  a'  new  and j We  shall  see  a  new  America.  On  the  map 
fast  growing  country.  Hitherto,  it  must  be  con- 1  where  ttiese  United  States  have  stood,  we  shall 
fessed,  our  success  has  been  great.  With  somelb,ehold  a  country  that  will  be  strange  tons.  We 
breaks  and  intervals,  o\r  progress  has  been  ra-j  shall  see  a  class  of  'idle  rich,  and  a  class  of  idle 
pid,  because  our  system  W  been  good.  Wejp<™r;  the  former  a  hand-ful,  the  latter  a  host, 
have  preserved  and  fostered  credit,  till  all  havel  We  shall  no  longer  see  a  community  of  men, 
become  interested  in  its  further  continuance  and  with  spirits  all  active  and  stirring,  contributing, 
preservation.  It  has  run  deep  and  wide  into  our  all  of  them,  to  the  public  welfare,  while  they 
whole  system  of  social  life.     Every  man  feelsl partake  in    it,    pushing  on  their  fortunes,  and 


the  vibration,  when  a  blow  strikes  it.  And  this 
is  the  reason  why  nobody  has  escaped  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Secretary's  recent  measure.  While 
credit  is  delicate,  sensitive,  easily  wounded,  and 
more  easily  alarmed,  it  is  also  infinitely  ramified, 
diversified,  extending  every  where,  and  touch- 
ing every  thing. 

There  never  was  a  moment  in  which  so  many 
individuals  felt  their  own  private  interests  to 
be  directly  affected  by  what  has  been  done, 
and  what  is  to  be  done.  There  never  was  a 
moment,  therefore,  in  which  so  many  straining 
eyes  were  turned  towards  Congress.  It  is  uni- 
versally felt,  by  every  one,  that  this  is  a  case  in 
which  the  acts  of  Government  come  directly 
home  to  him,  and  produce  either  good  or  evil, 
every  hour,  upon  his  personal  and  private  con- 


bettering  their'  own  condition,  and  helping  to 
swell,  at  the  same  time,  the  cup  of  the  gene- 
ral prosperity  to  overflowing.  We  shall  see 
no  more  of  that  credit,  which  reaches  out  its 
hand  to  honest  enterprise;  of  that  certainty  of 
reward  which  cheers  on  labor  to  the  utmost 
stretch  of  its  sinews;  of  that  personal  and  indi- 
vidual independence,  which  enables  every  man 
to  say  that  no  man  is  his  master.  Sir,  I  will  not 
look  on  the  picture.  I  will  not  imagtne  what 
spectacle  shall  be  exhibited,  when  this  country 
not  only  halts,  in  her  onward  march,  but  recedes; 
when  she  tracks  back,  in  the  long  and  rapid 
strides  of  her  forward  movement,  obstructs  cre- 
dit, destroys  enterprise,  arrests  commerce,  and 
smothers  manufactures. 

Mr.  President:  I  confess  I  find  it  difficult  to 


dition.      And    how   is   the  public   expectation  respect  the  intelligence,  and  at  the  same  time  the 


met?  How  is  this  intense,  this  agonized  expec- 
tation answered ?  I  am  grieved  to  say,  I  am 
ashamed  to  say,  it  is  answered  by  declamatidn 
against  the  bank,  as  a  monster,   by  loud  cries 

against  moneyed  aristocracy,  bv  pretended  zeal  credit  is  dangerous^  harmless,  according  to  cir 
for  a  hard  money   system,  and  by   professions  cumstances-     It.  is   a  lion,  whose  conduct  and 


motives,  of  those  who  alarm  the  people  with  the 
cry  of  danger  to  their  liberties  from  the  bank. 
Do  they  seee  the  same  danger  from  other  banks? 
I  think  not:  With  them,  bank  capital  and  bank 


of  favor  and  regard  to  the  poor.  The  poor! 
We  are  waging  war  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor! 
We  slay  that  monster, the  bank,  thnt  we  may  de- 
feat the  unjust  purposes  of  the  rich,and  elevate 
and  protect  the  poor!  And  what  is  the  effect  of 
all  this?  What  happens  to  the  poor,  and  all 
the  middling  classes,  in  consequence  of  this 
warfare?  Where  are  they?  Are  they  well 
fed,  well  clothed,  well  employed,  independent, 
happy,  and  grateful?  They  are  all  at  the  feet 
of  the  capitalists.  They  are  in  the  jaws  of  usu- 
ry, if  there  be  hearts  of  stone  in  human  bo- 
soms, they  are  at  the  mercy  of  those  who  have 
such  hearts  in  their  breasts.  Look  to  the  rates 
of  interest,  amounting  to  twenty,  thirty,  fifty  per 
cent.  Sir,  this  measure  of  Government  has 
transferred  millions  upon  millions  of  hard-earn- 
ed property,  in  the  form  of  extra  interest,  from 
the  industi  ious  classes  to  the*  capitalists — from 
the  poor  to  the  rich.  And  this  is  called  putting 
down  a  moneyed  aristocracy!  Sir,  there  are 
thousands  of  families  who  have  diminished,  not 
their  luxuries,  not  their  amusements,  but  their 
meat  and  their  bread,  that  they  might  be  able 


character  appear  to  depend  on  his  keeper.     Un 
der  the  control  of  this  Government,  it  is  fearful 
and    dangerous ;  but   under  State  authority,   it 
"roars  as  gently  as  a  sucking  dove;  it  roars  as  it 
were  anv  nightingale." 

Both  the  members  from  New  York  have  la- 
bored to  persuade  us  that  the  public  liberties  of 
this  whole  country  aie  in  imminent  danger  from 
a  bank  with  thirty  five  millions.  And  yet,  sir, 
they  feel  no  fears  for  the  liberty  of  the  people  of 
their  own  State,  with  a  banking  capital  of  twen- 
ty-three millions,  and  a  proposed  addition  of  ten 
millions,  all  lodged  in  banks  associated  under  the 
Safety  Fund  System,  and  all  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  a  political  board,  appointed  by  the  Go- 
vernment. In  all  this,  they  see  no  danger  to 
liberty.  But  their  anxiety  is  intense,  lest  a  bank 
of  thirty  five  millions  should  enslave  all  the  pee- 
ple  of  the  twenty-four  States. 

Again,  sir,  from  the  time  of  the  veto  message 
to  the  present  moment  the  country  has  been  as- 
sailed with  the  cry  of  danger,  from  the  small  por- 
tion of  foreign  capital  which  is  in  the  stock  of 
the  bank.    Republicanism,^  is  said,  cannot  exist 


to  save  their  credit,  by  paying  enormous  inter- 1 in  a  country  where  there  is  a  bank  with  Dukce 
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and  Marquissses,  arid  Lords,  among  its  stock- 
holders. And  yet,  sir,  haVe  we  not  seen  the 
Executive  approving  of*  an  enormous  loan  by  the 
cities  of  this  District  of  Dutch  capitalists,  and 
sanctioning  a  law  binding  down  all  their  citizens 
and  all  their  property  to  pay  the  interests  of  this 
foreign  debt,  by  provisions  Vastly  more  strict  and 
severe  than  tnose  which  compel  the  payment  of 
taxes  to  their  own  Government  ?  And  is  not 
Pfehnsylvahia  now  deliberating  whether  she  will 
hot  send  an  agent  to  Europe  to  borrow  money  to 
meet  that  Very  exigency  which  the  present  i-tate  of 
things  creates  ?  And  is  not  the  new  bank,  too, 
proposed  to  be  established  in  New  York,  to  be 
created  on  foreign  capital  ? 

Sir,  are  arguments  of  this  nature  altogeth 
creditable  to  the  country?  Do  they  exhibit 
in  a  respectable  light  abroad  ?  Do  intelligent  ob- 
servers elsewhere  behold  our  public  men  address- 
ing themselves  to  the  people  in  fair  discussion  on 
the  real  merits  of  the  public  questions,  or  may 
they  not  think,  rather,  that  they  see  them  at- 
tempting to  carry  favorite  measures  of  party  by 
false  cries  of  danger  to  liberty  7 

The  truth  is,  that  banks,  every  where,  and 
especially  with  us,  are  made  for  the  borrowers. 
They  are  made  for  the  good  of  the  many,  and 
not  the^good  of  the  few.  Even  their  ownership, 
to  a  very  great  extent,  is  in  the  Lands  of  men  of 
moderate  property.  I  have  seen  a  Very  able 
speech,  by  Mr.  Cushing,  in  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts,  in  Which  he  states  that  he  has 
taken  pains  to  examine  the  list  of  stockholders, 
in  several  banks  in  his  neighborhood,  and  he 
finds  a  majority  of  the  stock,  I  think  more  than 
two-thirds,  in  the  hands  of  the  charitable  societies, 
guardians,  widows,  and  traders  with  small  capi- 
tal. And,  sirj  at  this  moment,  the  stockholders 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  have  infinitely 
less  interest,  in  the  questions  which  we  are  dis- 
cussing, as  stockholders,  than  they  have  as  citi- 
zens of  the  country.  The  stock  is  constantly  in 
the  market,  and  daily  changing  hands,  and  any 
One  who  wishes  for  it,  may  always  buy  it.  It  is 
hot  permanently  vested,  in  any  hands,  and  this 
Of  itself  shows  that  the  corporation  is,  in  its  na- 
ture, incapable  of  Drosecuting  any  purpose  hos 
tile  to  the  public  liberties.  Indeed,  sir,  1  think 
it  time,  high  time,  that  there  should  be  a  pause 
in  this  outcry  against  the  bank,  as  dangerous 
from  its  political  power,  or  as  favoring  wealth,  in 
it3  masses  rather  than  in  its  distribution. 

Sir,  prejudice,  excited  against  the  bank,  is  a 
much  more  powerful  engine,  *  for  political 
purposes,  than  the  bank  itself.  It  is  more 
than  a  match  for  ten  banks.  Not  long  ago,  a 
member,  not  now  with  us,  declared  on  this  floor, 
that,  in  the  course  of  his  political  struggles,  some 
years  ago,  he  felt  sure  of  triumph,  the  moment  an 
impression  was  made  that  the  bank  had  taken 
part  against  him;  and  that  if  he  were  again  to 
be  a  candidate,  he  should  wish  for  no  surer 
pledge  of  success.  His  own  experience,  thus 
candidly  stated,  seems  not  to  have  been  lost  on 
others.  I  full  well  known,  sir,the  power  of  such 
prejudices.  I  know  easily  they  may  be  excited, 
and  how  potent  is  their  agency.  Efforts  to  ex- 
cite them,  and  calculations  on  their  efficacy, when 


excited,  have  sometimes  succeeded,  and  must 
be  expected  sometimes  to  succeed,  in  popular  go- 
vernments.    They    are    among    the  means  by 

which  little  men  occasionally   become  greait 

But  they  are  not  among  the  means  by  which  las- 
ting character  is  to  be  attained,  any  more  than 
they  are  among  the  means- by  which  substantial 
and  important  public  service  rs  to  be  rendered  to 
the  country. 

I  now  proceed,  Mr.  President,  to  the  state  of 
opinion  existing,  both  in  and  out  of  Congress,as 
to  the  remedy  proper  for  the  present  condition 
of  things. 

There  are  three  classes  of  persons  holding  on 
this  subject  different  opinions. 

1.  Those  who  believe  a  bank  to  be  constitu- 
tional and  necessary  ;and,  seeing  no  danger  from 
the  present  institution,  would  prefer,  if  they 
could  follow  their  own  choice,  to  recharter  the 
bank,  for  the  usual  period,  with  the  usual  pow- 
ers, modified,  however  in  any  manner  that  the 
experience  of  the  past  may  suggest. 

2.  There  are  those  who  think  a  bank  useful, 
but  who  do  not  believe  Congress  has  the  power 
to  incorporate  a  bank,  under  any  form. 

3d.  There  are  those  who  adroit  the  power  of 
Congress  to  make  a  bank,  and  are  in  favor  of 
some  bank,  but  oppose  the  continuance  of  the 
present. 

It  is  obvious,  sir,  that4  if  any  relief  come  to  the 
country,  it  must  come  from  some  degree  ot 
union  between  these  classes,  or  some  of  them. 

And  the  question  is,  is  there  any  common 
ground  on  which  these  can  meet'  Is  there  any 
expedient  which  they  will  consent  to  lay  hold 
on  to  save  the  country?  Or  will  they  leave  it  a 
prey  to  their  differences  of  opinions?' 

Now,  sir,  almong  those  who  oppose  these 
measures  of  Government,  which  have  brought 
the  present  distress  on  the  country,  a  great 
majority  w  uld  prefer  a  continuance  of  the 
charter  of  the  present  bank  for  the  u*ual  term. 
This  would  be  their  wish,and  I  am  one  of  them. 
We  passed  a  bill  for  such  a  recharter  through 
both  Houses,  two  years  ago,,  but  it  was  nega- 
tived by  the  President.  I  would  ppefer  a  bank 
offifteen  or  twenty  years  duration;  either  this, 
or  a  new  one,  for  1  do  not  act  from  a  regard  to 
the  pecuniary  interest  of  the  stockholders  in  the 
presen'  bank,  although  I  would  not  consent  to 
do  them  any  injustice. 

But,  sir,  I  see  no  chance  of  renewing  this 
charter,  at  present,  for  a  long  period.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  minds  of  members  of  Con- 
gress are  in  a  state  to  render  this  hopeless.  I 
give  up,  therefore,  my  own  preference,  I  sacri- 
fice my  <  pinions  to  that  necessity,  which  I  feel 
tube  imposetl  upon  me  by  the  condition  of  the 
country.  I  go  for  relief,  for  efficient  relief,  and 
for  immediate  vel  ef.  I  feel  this  to  be  demanded 
of  me,  by  every  dictate  of  duty  a:.d  patriotism, 
and  by  the  loud  voice  of  the  country.  I  obey 
that  voice,  and  cheerfully  yield  every  thing  to 
the  accomplishment  of  the  object.  When  I  ask 
others  to  make  sacrifices,  1  begin  with  making 
them  myself. 

Preferring  a  permanent  measure,  I  yet  agree 
to  a  temporary   measure.     Desirous  of  settling 
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The  question  for  a  length  of  years,  I  yet  consent 
to  leave  it  open,  in  the  hop-*  of  obtaining  present 
relief  and  security;  v  and  I  earnestly  entreat  all 
those  with  whom  I  have  generally  concurred  in1 
opinion,  to  concur  in  a  temporary  measure.  If 
we  cannot  do  all  we  would,  let  us  do  what  we 
can.  Let  us  make  a  proposition  icliich  no  reason- 
able man,  xcho  really  desires  io  relieve  the  country, 
can  object  to.  That  is  my  object;  and  with  that 
single  object  have  I  prepared  this  bill. 

And  now,  sir,  I  will  say  a  word  to  the  gen- 
tlemen who  have  con-titutional  scruples  about 
all  banks.  They  find  a  bank  actually  existing-. 
They  find  that  this  bank,  or  another  like  it, 
has  existed  through  more  than  three  fourths  of 
the  whole  period  of  Government.  They  find 
Congress  t •'•  have  asserted  the  constitutional 
power  to  establish  a  bank,  over  and  over  again; 
they  find  all  the  judicial  tribunals  to  have  sanc- 
tioned the  power,  and  four  fifths  of  the  State 
Legislatures,  and  as  gre-t  a  proportion  of  the 
people,  to  have  confirmed  it.  Now,  sir,  as  sen- 
sible and  candid  men,  they  cannot  say  that  it  is 
a  clear  case  against  the  power.  They  must  ad- 
mit there  is  some  reason  for  supposing  the  pow- 
er to  exist.  The  most  they  can  say  is  that  the 
bank  stands  on  a  doubtful  authority.  Now, 
suppose  that  to  be  true.  Let  it  be  adm  tted 
that  the  bank  stands  on  a  doubtful  title.  Uoes 
it  follow  that  they  must  suddenly  destroy  it? 
"Will  not  they  give  it  time  to  wind  up  is  affairs, 
without  producing  excessive  injury  to  the  peo- 
ple? Shall  it  be  brought  to  a  sudden  termina- 
tion, at  whatever  cost,  at  whatever  ruin,  to  the 
public  happiness? 

Besides,  sir,  if  the  bank  be  unconstitutional, 
wluU  is  that  state  of  things  into  which  the  country 
must  fall,  when  the  banjf  charter  expires!  Can 
any  thing  be  more  unconstitutional  than  the 
state  of  things?  , 

Again,  sir,  I  must  say,  that  some  of  those 
States,  now  most  opposed  to  the  ba'ik,  on  con- 
stitutional ground,  helped  to  make  it.  Look  to 
New  York,  look  even  to  Virginia — these  States 
had  much  more  hand  in  creating  this  bank  than 
Massachusetts  In  1816,  there  was  ho  majori- 
ty, in  these  two  Houses,  of  the  members  from 
Virginia  opposed  to  the  Bank  on  -constitutional 
grounds.  Virginia  actually  gave  much  more 
support  to  it  than  Massachusetts,  and  a  Virginia 
President  approved  the  bill.  May  not  a  de- 
gree of  forbearance,  the  n,  be  justly  expected, 
even  though  the  opinion  should  now  be  that  the 
bank  stands  on  a  doubtful  right?  Sir,  it  is 
enough  to  state  these  suggestions,  without  ar- 
guing them  at  length,  to  candid  and  honorable 
men.  In  the  next  place,  sir,  as  I  have  said, 
there  are  those  who  are  for  a  new  bank. 

Sir,  gentlemen  may  well  be  for  a  new  bank, 
but  they  cannot  be  for  that  and  for  nothing  else, 
if  they  really  intend  to  relieve'the  country. 
No  new  bank  can  be  established  before  1836.  This 
we  all  know.  And  what  are  we  to  do  in  the 
mean  time?     I  am  not  against  a  new  bank. 

When  the  pioper  time  comes  to  make  it,  if 
that  should  be  the  general  voice  of  the  country; 
but  it  is  idle  to  talk  of  a  new  bank  now.  Those  I 
cannot  feel  the  exigency  of  the  moment,  they 


do  not  realize  the  p  essure  of  the  times,  who 
talk  of  a  new  bank,  and  nothing  but  anew 
bank.  Let  them  bring  forward  a  project  for  a 
new  bank,  whenever  they  please  ;  but  let  us, 
in  the  mean  time,  not  suffer  the  present  distress 
of  the  country  to  go  on,  and  to  increase,  fir  the 
want  of  a  more  immediate  meisrue.  I  do  not 
object  to  take  the  question  of  a  new  bank  into 
consideration  at  any  time,  either  in  this  Con- 
gress or  the  next;  but  I  do  object  to  holding 
out  any  hope  to  the  country  of  immediate  relief 
from  such  a  measure,  because  we  know  it  can- 
not afford  such  relief.  We  are  in  an  emergen- 
cy. Great  interests  -are  in  danger  of  being 
overwhelmed;  we  need  some  plank,  something 
to  lay  hold  on,  to  buoy  us  up;  and  keep  our 
heads  above  wa'er,  till  more  effectual  and  per- 
manent provision  for  ou!-  safety  can  be  made. 

1  will  now,  sir,  state  the  general  substance  of 
the  bill,  which  I  ask  leave  to  introduce. 

The  first  section  proposes  to  continue  the 
present  bank  for  six  years,  but  with  this  provi- 
sion, viz:  that  so  much  ot  the  present  charter 
as  gives  the  bank  an  exclusive  right,  shall  not 
be  continued,  but  that  Congress  may  make  any 
other  oank,  if  it  see  fit,  to  come  into  existence 
at  any  time  after  1836. 

This  is  the  great  feature  of  the  bill.  It  con- 
tinues the,  bank  for  a  short  period,  and  takes 
away  the  exclusive  right.  Congress  is  thus  left 
at  perfect  liberty  to  make  another  bank  «  hen- 
ever  it  chooses.  When  the  present  agitation 
shall  have  subsided,  when  a  day  of  calm  con- 
sideration corves,  and  the  people  have  had  time 
for  deliberation,  then  Congress  may  make  a 
permanent  provision,  satisfactory  to  itself  and 
to  the  country.  Can  any -thing  be  more  rea- 
sonable than  thi»?  Can  the  mttcot  enemy  of 
the  present  bank  refuse  to  give  it  time  to  wind 
up  its  affairs'  without  distress  to  the  people? 
Can  the  most  ardent  advocate  of  a  new  bank 
refuse,  meantime,  to  allow  the  country  to  re- 
lieve itself,  by  the  use  of  the  present,  till  a  m  w 
one  shall  be  established. 

Sir,  1  am  not  dealing  in  plausibilities  only. 
I  mean  to  leave  the  whole  question  between 
'his  bank  and  a  new  one.  fairly  open.  1  mean 
to  give  to  neither  any  manner  of  advantage.  If 
Congress  esiabli-h  a  new  bank,  it  may  easily 
go  into  operation,  while  tie  present  is  easily 
retiring  from  operation,  and  the  business  of  the 
country  will  feel  no  violent  shock. 

1  mean  to  give  the  present  bank  no  claim  to 
a  renewal;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  only  new 
power  conferred  on  it  by  this  hill,  is  a  power  to 
enable  it  to  wind  up  its  concerns. 

As  to  the  time,  1  think  six  years  not  too  long. 
If  we  were  now  certain,  tiiat  a  new  bank  would 
come  into  existence  in  1836,  1  think  it  would 
be  convenient,  for  all  patties,  that  this  bank 
should  have  s'x  years  to  run.  The  new  bank 
would  hardly  get  into  full  operation  under  a 
year  or  two,  and  time  is  absolutely  nece-sary  to 
enable  this  bank  giadually  to  coif  ct  its  debts. 
A  hastened  collection  must  distress  the  people. 
But  if  six  years  be  thougnt  too  long,  1  wdl  con- 
sent to  five,  or  to  fo  ir.  But  my  opinion  is,  that 
six  years  is  not  too  long. 


148 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


[23d  C.  1st  S. 


The  second  section  provides,  that  the  public 
moneys,  becoming'  doe  after  the  first  of  Jul}', 
shall  Oe  deposited  in  the  bank  and  its  branches 
as  heretofore,  subject,  however,  at  any  time 
:<fter  Mi's  act  shall  be  accepted,  to  be  removed 
by  order  of  Congress.  If  Congress  shall  es- 
tablish a  new  bank,  they  will  of  cours- remove 
the  depositee  into  it. 

Then  comes  the  section,  by  which  the  bank 
is  to  pay  200,000  dollars  a  year,  for  each  of  the 
six  years,  as  compensation  for  the  benefits  of 
this  continuance  of  its  charter.  This  provision 
is  adopted  from  the  bill  of  1832.  For  one,  I 
should  have  been  willing-  that  a  fixed  per  cent- 
age  should  have  been  paid ,  instead  of  this  bo- 
nus, to  be  divided  among  the  States,  according 
to  numbers;  but  others  objected  to  this,  and  I 
have  sought  to  avoid  all  new  causes  of  differ- 
ence. 

i  The  next  section  authorizes  Congress  to  re- 
strain the  bank  from  issuing  notes  of  less  de- 
nomination than  twmty  dollars,  if  it  shall  see 
fit  so -to  do,  any  time  after  March  1836.  This, 
too,  is  borrowed  from  the  bill  of  1832  and  its 
object  was  fully  discussed  on  that  occasion. 
That  object  is,to  get  rid  of  the  circulation  of  all 
notes  under  five  dollars,  and  by  so  doing  to  ex 
tend  the  specie  basis  of  our  circulation.  When 
the  States  shall  direct  their  own  banks  to  issue 
no  notes  less  than  five  dollars,  then  it  is  pro- 
posed that  Congress  shall  direct  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  to  issue  no  notes  below  twen- 
ty dollars.  The  state  of  our  currency  .  will 
then  be,  as)  1  explained  the  other  day.  that,  up 
to  five  dollars,  the  currency  will  be  silver  and 


propose,  and  it  is  my  settled  belief,  that  if  we 
cannot  carry    this,  we  can  carry  nothing. 

I  have  thus,  sir,  stated  my  opinions,  and  dis- 
charged my  duty.  1  see  the  country  labor'n  a:, 
and  struggling,  and  panting  vinder  an  eivrmous 
politics  evil.  I  propose  a  remedy  which,  I  am 
sure,  will  produce  relief,  if  it  be  adopted,  and 
which  seems  to  me  most  likely  to  obtain  sup- 
port. And  now,  sir,  1  put  it  to  every  member 
of  Congress,  how  he  can  resist  this  measure, 
unlesu  by  proposing  another,  and  a  better? 
Who  among  the  agents  and  servants  of  the 
people  assembled  in  these  Houses,  is  prepared, 
in  the  present  distressed  state  of  the  country, 
to  say  that  he  will  oppose  every  thing,  and  pro- 
pose nothing?  For  one,  sir,  1  can  only  say,  that 
[  have  been  driven  to  this  proposition  by  an  ir- 
resttble  impulse  of  duty.  If  1  had  been  sud- 
denly called  to  my  great  reckoning  in  another 
world,  I  should  have  felt  that  one  duty  was  left 
unattempted,if  1  had  had  no  measure  to  recom- 
mend, no  expedient  to  propose,  n»  hope  to 
hold  out  to  this  suffering  community. 

As  to  the  success  of  this  bill,  sir,  or  any  other 
I  have  only  to  repeat  what  I  have  so  often  said, 
that  every  thing  rests  with  the  people  them, 
selves.  In  the  distracted  state  of  the  public 
councils^  any  measure  of  relief  can  only  be  ob- 
tained by  the  decisive  demand  of  the  public 
will 

By  an  exercise  of  Executive  power,  which  I 
believe  to  be  illegal,  and  which  all  must  see  to 
have  been  injurious,  by  an  unrelenting  adhe- 
rence to  ihe  measure  which  has  thus  been 
adopted,   in  spite  of  all  consequences,  and  by 


gold,  and  above  five  dollars  it  may  be  silver  and  j  the  force  of  those  motives  which  influence  men 
gold,  and  notes  of  States  banks;  and  above  j  to  support  the  measure,  though  they  entirely 
twenty  dollars,  silver  and  gold,  and  notes  of  disapprove  it,  the  country  is  brought  to  a  con- 
Sate  banks,  and  notes  of  the  bank  of  theU.jdition  such  as  it  never  before  witnessed,  and 
States.  This  greater  use  of  silver  and  gold,  j  which  it  cannot  long  bear.  But  -it  is  not  a  con- 
for  common  purposes,  and  small  payments,  I  j  dition  for  despair.  Nothing  will  ruin  the  coun- 
have  thought  to  be  a  desirable  object,  as  I  j  try,  if  the  People  themselves  will  undertake  its 
have  often  before  said.  *  safety,  and  nothing  can  save  it,  if  they  leave 

The  next  section  looks  to  the  winding  up  of  (that  safety  in  any  hands  but  their  own. 
the  affairs  of  the  bank,  and   it  provides  that,  at  j      Would  to  God,  sir,  that  1  could  draw  around 


any  tine  within  he  last  three  years  of  its  con 
tinuance,  to  directors  may  uivide  among  the 
stockholders  any  portion  of  the  capital,  which 
they  may  have  withdrawn  from  active  opera- 
tion. The  remaining  section?,  are  only  such  as 
are   formal  and    necessary;    one   continues  the 


me  all  these  twelve  millions  of  people;  would 
to  God  that  I  could  speak  audibly  to  every  in- 
dependent elector  in  the  whole  land.  I  would 
not  say  to  them,  vainly  and  arrogantly,  that 
their  safety  and  happiness  required  the  adop- 
tion of  any  measure  recommended  by  me.    But 


acts  of  Congress  connected  with  the  bank,  suchi  I  would  say  to  them,  with  the  sincerest  convir- 
as  those  providing  for  forging  its  notes,  and  the  tion  that  every  animated  man's  heart,  that  their 
other   requires  the    accepiance  of  this  bill,  by 
the  bank,  in  order  to  give  it  validity  and  effect. 
Suci  ,  Mr.  President,  are  the  provisions  of  this 


bill.     Tliey  are  few  and  simple. 

1.  The  bank  is  to  be  continued  for  six  years. 

2.  The  deposites  are  to  be  restored  after  the 
1st  of  Jtily. 

3.  Congress  is  to  be  at  perfect  liberty  to  cre- 
ate any  new  bank,  at  any  time  after  March, 
1836. 

4.  The  Directors,  in  order  to  wind  up  their 
concerns,  may,  three  years  before  the  six  years 
expire,  begin  to  divide  the  capital  among  the 
stockholders. 

Mr.  President,  this  is  the  measure   which  1 


safety  and .  happiness  do  require  their  own 
prompt  and  patriotic  attention  to  the  public 
concerns,  their  own  honest  devotion  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  State.  1  would  say  to  them,  that 
neither  this  measure,  nor  any  measure,  c*n  he 
adopted  except  by  the  cogent  and  persisting 
action  of  popular  opinion.  1  would  say  to  them, 
that  the  public  revenue  cannot  be  restored  to 
their  accustomed  custody;  that  they  cannot  be 
again  placed  under  the  control  of  Congress;  that 
the  violation  of  the  law  cannot  t»e  redressed, 
but  by  manifestation,  not  to  be  mistaken,  of 
public  sentiment.  I  would  say  to  them,  that 
the  Constitution  and  the  laws,  their  own  rights 
and  their  own  happiness,  all  depend  on  them- 
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selves;  and  if  they  esteem  these  of  asiy  v.lue — 
if  they  were  not  too  dearly  bought  by  the  blood 
of  their  fathers— ifthey  be  an  inheritance,  fit  to 
be  transmitted  to  their  posterity,  I  would  be- 
seech them— I  would  beseech  them  to  come 
now  to  their  salvation. 

Mr.  LF.IKH  said,  he  hoped  the  Senate  would 
indulge  him,  if  he  took  this  early  opportunity  to 
indicate,  frankly  and  distinctly,  the  opinion  he 
entertained  on  this  important  subject,  and  the 
course  he  should  pursue  in  regai  d  to  it.  Indeed, 
some  remarks  which  had  fallen  from  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  if  he  rightly  understood 
the  allusions  they  imported  jk  seemed  to  render 
such  an  explanation  from  him  necessary. 

It  is  known  to  the  Senate,  said  he,  thatam'ong 
the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly 
of  Virginia,  during  its  last  session,  which  have 
heretofore  been  laid  before  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, there  Was,  one  declaring  the  opinion  that 
the  Federal  Government  had  no  constitutional 
authority  to  incorporate  a  National  Bank:  it  con- 
tains, indeed,  no  positive  instruction  to  the 
Senators  representing  the  State  in  this  House, 
but  it  is  a  deliberate,  solemn  expression  of  the 
sense  of  the  Legislature,  and,  I  have  no  doubt,  of 
the  general  sense  of  the  people  of  Virginia  on  the 
subject;  and  this  with  reference  to  the  question 
of  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  present  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  It  is  known  to  the  Senate, 
too,  that  I  must  have  accepted  the  trust  which  a 
place  in  this  body  imposes,  with  full  knowledge 
of  the  resolution  to  which  I  have  adverted.  Under 
these  circumstances — knowing  what  was  ex- 
pected of  me  when  I  was  elected,  representing 
the  sovereignty  of  the  State,  and  informed,  as  I 
am,  of  her  opinion  and  her  will,  even  if  I  enter- 
tained a  different  opinion,  I  should  be  incapable 
of  so  far  misrepresenting  her,  as  to  vote  for  a  re- 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  any 
length  of  time,  however  short,  or  with  any  modi- 
fications whatever.  But,  in  truth,  I  concur  in 
the  opinion  of  my  constituents  on  the  constitu- 
tional question,  and  that  entirely  and  exactly.  I 
have  examined  the  arguments  for  the  constitu- 
tionality of  such  a  corporation,  over  and  over 
again,  deliberately,  and,  I  hope,  impartially — I 
think  I  understand  them — and  I  am  quite  sure 
that  the  opinion  Ihave  formed  is  the  result  of  my 
best  judgment.  At  the  same  time,  remembering 
that  the  opposite  opinion  has  bee:*  entertained  by 
so  many  enlightened  men,  by  a  large  majority 
of  the  States  comprised  this  Union,  and  by  a 
large  majority,  too,  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  I  cannot  say  that  the  incorporation  of  a 
National  Bank,  on  the  principles  on  which  the 
present  bank  has  been  framed  is  palpably  uncon- 
stitutional ;  that  would  be  a  degree  of  presump- 
tion— a  want  of  respect  for  the  opinions  of  others 
—  a  pretension  to  infallibility — which  I  am  inca- 
pable of.  All  I  say  is,  that  their  reasoning  has 
not  convinced  me. 

Without  entering  at  large  upon  the  topics  of 
argument  that  belong  to  the  question,I  shall  only 
remark,  at  present,  that  the  power  to  create 
such  an  institution  has  been  claimed  as  an  inci- 
dental power,  and  chiefly  as  incidental  to  the 
power  of  this  Government  to  regulate  the  cur- 


rency of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  power 
delegated  to  it,  to  levy  taxes,  and  to  collect  and 
disburse  the  revenue.  Now,  as  to  the  first,,  the 
Constitution  contains  no  grant  of  power  to  re- 
gulate the  currency  ;  it  only  empowers  Con- 
gress to  coin  money,  and  regulate  the  value 
thereof,  and  of  foreign  coins;  to  which  I  cannot 
see  how  a  power  to  create  a  bank  paper  curren- 
cy, or  to  regulate  a  bank  paper  currency  creat- 
ed  by  the  States,  can  be  incidental.  As  to  the 
other,  I  can  easily  understand  that  a  National 
Bank  may  be,  and  has  b«en,  made  an  agent  for 
safe  keeping  and  distributing  the  public  revenue 
— a  convenient  agent — but  the  question  with 
me  is,  wheth>er  it  is  necessary  xnd  proper,  or  at 
all  appropriate,  for  the  purpose? 

Among  the  various  arguments  against  the 
constitutionality  of  the  bank,  there  is  one  which 
has  had  much  weight  on  my  mind,and  which  I  do 
not  remember  to  have  seen  fairly  met  and  an- 
swered. Considering  the  power  to  incorporate 
a  National  Bank  as  incidental  to  the  power  of 
collecting  and  distributing  the  revenue,  it  is  ob- 
vious that  the  fiscal  agency  of  such  an  institution 
in  which  consists  the  execution  of  the  power,  is 
only  an  incidental  effect  of  the  bank.  The  main 
purposes  of  the  bank  are  to  create  a  stock  for 
the  profit  of  the  stockholders— a  credit  for  the 
accommodation  of  individual  dealers — a  bank 
paper  currency  of  universal  circulation,  for  the 
general  use  of  tho  country;  and  such  being  th« 
main  purposes,  the  ^fiscal  agency  of  the  bank, 
in  safe  keeping  and  distributing  the  public  reve- 
nue— an  agency  wholly  unconnected  with  the 
main  purposes  of  the  institution — is  required  of 
it,  as  part  (though,  I  admit,  a  very  impoitant 
part,)  of  -the  consideration  it  pays  for  the  privi- 
leges conferred  by  its  charter.  If  this  Govern- 
ment may  do  any  thing,  which,  though  in  the 
principal  design,  purpose,  and  effect,  it  has  no 
manner  of  relation  to  the  powers  delegated  by 
the  Constitution,  may  yet  incidentally  have  an 
effect  to  execute  any  of  them,  I  can  really  see  no 
limitation  whatever  to  the  incidental  powers  of 
this  Government. 

Suppose,  for  example,  Congress  should  in- 
corporate a  company,  with  an  exclusive  privi- 
lege to  transport  all  passengers  travelling 
through  the  country,  for  its  own  emolument, 
upon  condition  that  it  should  also  transport  tie 
mail  free  of  charge,  and  be  responsible  for  all 
1<  sses  tUat  should  occur  to  individuals  or  the 
public,  through  neglect,  accident,  embezzle- 
ment, or  robbery;  'his  might  be  a  very  con- 
venient method  of  transporting  the  mail, a  great 
saving;  of  expense  to  the  Government  and  to  the 
people,  and  a  complete  security,  or  raiher,  an 
insurance  of  remit ments  by  pos  ;  Mid  yet  the 
monopoly  of  the  transportation  oi  passengers 
would  be  the  direct  main  purpose  oi  such  an 
institution,  while  the  transportation  of  the  mail 
would  only  be  an  incidental  effect  of  it.  Would 
any  one  maintain  that  such  an  incorporation 
would  be  constitutional?  It  must  not  be  sup- 
posed, that  I  put  the  casr  as  one  exactly  like 
the  incorporation  of  a  National  Bank;  I  am 
sensible  of  the  points  of  diversity;  my  only  pur- 
pose :s  to  illustrate  the  proposition,  that  ths  in- 
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ciCental  effect  of  any  measure  to  carry  into  ex- 
ecution any  of  the  powers  of  this  Governmei  t 
cannot  render  the  measure  constitutional,  st 
far  as  it  affects  the  main  design  and  purpose,  i! 
these  be  no  wise  refeiable  t<>  any  of  the  dele- 
gated-powers.  I  am  much  more  apprehensive 
of  the  general  mischief  which  may  flow  from  the 
admission  of  such  a  principle  of  construction, 
than  I  am  of  any  particular  mischief  that  can 
possibly  flow  from  the  application  of  it  now  in 
question — the  incorporation,  namely,  of  a  Na- 
tional Rank. 

But  though  the  people  of  Virginia  do  enter- 
tain the  opinion,  and  have  uniformly  maintain- 
ed it,  and  I  think  upon  just  grounds,  that  this 
Government  has  no  constitutional  authority  to 
rlurter  a  National  Bank,  the  developments  of 
the  present  year,  now  in  rapid  progress,  may 
serve  to  convince  them,  that  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  the  present  bank,  with  such  modifi 
cations  and  for  such  a  term  as  experience  has 
shown  or  shall  dictate  to  be  proper,  may  be  the 
only  means  which  human  wisdom  can  devise, 
to  avert  or  to  correct  measures  far  more  uncon- 
stitutional, more  abhorrent  in  principle  from 
•heir  opinion*,  ;\nd  mare  dangerous  and  baleful 
in  their  consequence*.  The  alternatives  but 
too  likelv  to  be  presented  to  us,  are  indeed  aw- 
ful. 

It  may  soon  appear  manifest  to  all  the  world, 
that  the  natural  death,  or  the  violent  destruc- 
tion of  the  existing  bank,  which  has  essayed, 
is  to  be  only  the  prelude  to  the  scheme  of  ano- 
ther National  Bank,  constructed  on  the  same 
general  principle,  with  as  large  or  larger  capi- 
tal, and  obnoxious  to  the  same  constitutional 
objections,  as  the  present  bank,  with  these  on- 
ly differences,  that  the  mother  bank  will  be  lo- 
cated in  New  York,  instead  of  Philadelphia, 
and  the  direction  put  under  the  absolute  con- 
trol and  dominion  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  first  may  serve  to  conciliate  a 
powerful  popular  influence  to  the  support  of 
the  scheme;  the  last  will  give  the  President  far 
more  of  real  substantial  power,  than  the  whole 
patronage  of  the  Government  now  vested  in 
his  hands  (which  has  i^ven  him  power  enough, 
and  too  much,  already)  can  be  made  capable, 
of  exerting — a  power  to  dispense  the  wealth  of 
the  nation — a  power  over  men  in  their  private 
affairs  a  power  to  tempt  or  to  constrain  them 
into  passive  submission  to  the  Executive  will. 
I  am  aware  that  the  present  Chief  Magistrate 
(if  I  may  credit  the  reports  of  the  committees 
that  have  waited  on  him  on  the  subject  of  the 
deposites,  the  truth  of  which  I  cannot  doubt 
has  said ,  that  he  will  never  consent  to  a  re 
newal  of  the  charter  of  the  present  bank,  or  to 
the  incorporation  of  another  bank;  but  then,  if  I 
understand  the  meaning  of  his  words,  he  has 
only  resolved  never  to  gve  his  consent  to  either 
of  these  measures,until  his  experiment  of  making 
the  State  banks  serve  the  purposes  of  the  fiscal 
agency  which  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
has  performed,  shall  have  failed;  and  I  appre- 
hend he  may  say,  with  perfect  truth,  at  any 
moment,  in  leed  at  the  present  moment,  that  the 
experiment  has  failed.     I  hope  there  are  som^ 


means  within  the  pr>wer  of  Congress  to  ascer- 
tain the  state  of  the  Treasury;  for  my  own  part 
I  am  expecting  the  disclosure  with  the  utmost 
anxiety.  Then,  sir,  I  cannot  help  remember- 
ing-, that  the  President,  in  his  veto  message, 
told  Congress  and  the  nation,  that  if  he  had 
been  consulte  >,  he  could  have  given  such  a 
plan  of  a  National  Bank;  as  he  would  have  ap- 
proved (I  speak  from  memory,  and  do  not  pre- 
tend to  quote  his  words  —but  I  am  sure  of  the 
import  of  them.) 

The  President,  therefore,  is  of  opinion,  that 
there  may  be  a  National  Bank  constructed  which 
will  be  no  wise  unconstitutional,  and  he  will 
give  Congress  the^lan  if  it  will  only  consent  to 
the  introduction  of  Poynings'  law;  that  law  so 
cunningly  devised  to  keep  Ireland  in  subjection 
to  the  crown  of  England;  that  law,  by  which 
the  Irrsh  Parliament  could"  pass  no  bill  except 
such  the  heads  of  which  were  furnished  from 
the  castle.  They  who  tell  us  that  the  Presi- 
dent thinks  this  Government  has  no  constitu- 
tional power  to  incorporate  a  National  Bank , 
either  ibrget  his  avowal  of  opinion  in  one  of 
the  most  solemn  acts  of  his  official  life,  or  they 
do  not  think  he  was  then  sincere.  No,  sir,  the 
President  does  not  concur  with  the  General 
Assembly  of  Virginia  on  this  point.  He  may, 
with  perfecttonsistency,  approve  a  charter  of  a. 
bank  which  shall  be  conformed  with  his  ideas 
of  expediency  ;  and,  as  his  avowed  objection  to 
the  present  one  is,  that  it  is  capable  of  inter- 
fering with  his  Government,  we  may  infer  that 
the  will  approve  the  charter  of  another  bank,  so 
constructed  as  to  be  under  the  control  of  his 
Government,  and  if  he  will  not,  hi?  succ  essor 
may. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Wright)  has,  1  understand,  explicitly  declared 
his  opposition  to  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
present  bank,  and  to  a  charter  of  any  other  Na- 
tional Bank.  I  do  not  question  his  sincerity. 
But  I  know  that  all  men  are,  more  or  less,  the 
creatures  of  circumstances:  that  strong  tempta- 
tion, or  imperious  necessity,  has  often  changed 
men's  opinions,  and  yet  oftener  their  course  of 
conduct;  they  may  mount  to  a  degree  of  intensi- 
ty which  no  human  firmness  can  resist;  &  I  think 
it  not  at  all  improbable  that  the  developements 
of  this  present  year,  1834,  may  serve  to  show 
the  people  of  Virginia  the  imminent  danger,  not 
to  say  certain  prospect,  of  a  new  bank,  over  the 
direction  of  which  an  overruling  influence  will  be 
given  to  the  President,  and  wdiich  will  thus  com- 
bine the  tendency  of  the  present  hank  to  con- 
solidation, with  an  accelerated  tendency  of  tha 
Government  to  monarchy.  If  such  an  alterna- 
tive be  presented  to  us,  we  must  make  our 
choice  of  evils. 

Or,  perhaps,  the  developements  of  the  pre- 
sent year  may  open  to  us  the  prospect  of  that 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  scheme  of  which 
was  darkly  imitated  to  the  public  in  the  first  mes- 
sage of  the  President  to  Congress,  at  the  first 
session  after  his  first  inauguration — the  same 
that  was  commonly  called  a  Treasury  Bank.  I 
do  not  know  that  I  fully  penetrated  the  design, 
perhaps  it  was  not  intended  to  be  intelligible  to 
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ordinary  minds;  or,  perhaps,  it  was,  at  the  time, 
in  a  crude,  undigested  state — but,  as  I  under- 
stood it,  (indeed,  I  covdd  make  nothing  else 
of  it)  the  plan  was,  to  convert  the  revenue  of 
the  United  States,  between  the  time  of  the  collec- 
tion and  the  disbursement  of  it,  into  a  bank 
capital,  to  be  managed  by  the  Treasury,  under 
the  control  of  the  President.  Now,  sir,  suppose 
the  alternative  shall  be  presented  to  us,  whe- 
ther the  charter  of  the  existing  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  be  renewed,  or  such  a  Treasury 
Bank  as  this  established "  Such  a  Treasury 
Bank  as  this?  It  would  give  the  President  the 
means  of  purchasing  a  crown — no  matter  whe- 
ther he  should  employ  those  means  or  not,  they 
would  constitute  the  potentiality  of  kingly  do- 
minion, and  I  would  not  trust  no  such  faculty  to 
any  President;  no,  not  if  he  were  the  father 
from  whose  loins  I  sprung — a  power  dangerous 
to  his  own  virtue,  destructive  of  the  virtue  of 
the  people,  odious,  fatal,'  damnatory  of  our  free 
institutions. 

At  all  events ,  sir ,  the  developements  of  the 
present  year  must  enlighten  us  as  to  the  nature 
and  effect  of  the  scheme,  which,  so  far  as  any 
scheme  has  been  announced  to  the  Senate  by 
any  friend  of  the  administration  on  this  floor,  or 
announced  to  the  public  by  the  President,  in 
those  answers  of  his  to  the  committees  from  the 
great  cities,  is  the  scheme  of  the  Government; 
and  that  is,  to  leave  things  exactly  in  their  pre- 
sent state.  The  President  has  formed  a  league 
of  State  banks  of  his  own  selection,  in  which  he 
has  deposited  the  public  moneys  collected  at 
the  places  where  they  are  respectively  located, 
reserving  power  to  himself  to  withdraw  these 
deposites  from  them  at  his  pleasure.  He  has 
power  to  examine  their  condition  at  any  time, 
and  to  scrutinize  their  conduct — Congress  has 
no  such  power.  He  has  urged  them  to  trade 
on  the  deposites,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  ac- 
commodation to  the  public;  which,  we  may  be 
sure,  they  are  naturally  inclined  to  do,  without 
his  prompting.  Now,  in  the  first  place,  I  ask 
any  man  who  concurs  with  me  in  the  opinion, 
that  this  Government,  (I  use  the  phrase  now  in 
its  proper  sense,  meaning  the  whole  Govern- 
ment) has  no  constitutional  authority  to  create 
a  National  bank,  frr  the  purpose  of  making  it  a 
fiscal  agen»,  how  he  can  possibly  think  that  the 
President  has  constitutional  authority  to  fra  ne 
a  league  of  State  banks,  and  make  them  fiscal 
agents  ?  Is  there  any  man  who  can  be  recon- 
ciled to  a  measure  which  he  objects  to  as  hav- 
ing a  tendency  to  consolidation,  by  the  circum- 
stance that  it  has  also  a  tendency  to  monarchy  ? 
In  the  next  place,  I  say,  that,  by  this  schem  ;, 
the  President  has  secured  to  himself,  if  not  di- 
rectly, a  power  to  dispose  of  the  public  trea- 
sure in  the  interval  between  the  collection  and 
the  disbursement  of  it,  yet  an  absolute  control 
over  tue  State  banks  of  deposite,  wi  ich  is  very 
nearly  the  same  thing.  Take  that  Manhattan 
Bank  again,  for  instance.  Its  capital ,  by  char- 
ter, is  only  two  millions  of  dollars.  The  public 
revenue  collected  in  New  York  is,  at  least, 
twelve  millions  of  dollars — one  half  of  which, 
six  millions  of  dollars,  is  deposited  in  the  Man- 


hattan Bank.  All  banks  trade  on  the  average 
amount  of  the  deposites  confided  to  it,  which 
is  ascertained  by  experience.  Let  us  suppose, 
then,  that  the  average  amount  of  deposites  of 
the  moneys  of  the  United  States  on  which  the 
Manhattan  Bank  will  trade,  is  one-third  of  the 
whole  amount  of  the  deposites.  (I  am  not  pre- 
tending to  accuracy  in  these  estimates,  nei- 
ther is  accuracy  necessary  to  my  purpose.) 
Then  the  President  will  have  given  this  bank  a. 
capital  to  trade  on  equal  to  the  whole  amount 
of  its  capital  by  charter.  What  becomes  of  the 
authority  of  the  State  Legislature  of  New  York, 
which  has  limited  its  capital  to  two  millions  of 
dollars?  But  let  the* bank  proceed  to  trade  on 
the  public  deposites,  no  matter  how  cautiously; 
and  then  let  it  presume  to  disobey  any  orders 
from  the  President,  however  unreasonable— let 
his  suspicions  be  aroused,  with  or  without  cause 
— and  let  him,  through  mistake,  or  caprice,  or 
anger,  or  passion  for  conquest,  withdraw  the  . 
public  deposites  from  it,  and  leave  the  bank  an. 
overtrader  exactly  to  the  amount  to  which  it 
has  traded  on  the  deposites  :  who  does  not  see, 
that  the  bank,  in  such  p.  state  of  things,  must  be 
placed  in  imminentj-opardy,  if  not  condemned 
to  instant  bankruptcy?  that  to  avoid  the  danger 
of  ruin,  it  must  be  his  slave?  And  who  doubts 
which  alternative  this  artificial  being,  without 
heart  or  soul,  bound  by  the  law  of  its  nature  t« 
follow  its  interest,  must  embrace?  The  power 
which  the  President  has  secured  to  himself  over 
this  league  of  State  banks,  is  quite  as  unconstitu- 
tional as  the  incorporation  »f  a  National  Bank 
by  Congress — indeed,  much  more  so,  and  far 
more  pernicious;  for  it  is  not  only  an  assumption 
of  power  not  delegated  by  the  Constitution,  but 
it  is  an  appropriation  of  the  usurped  power  to 
the  Executive  Department.  If  an  attempt  shall 
be  made  to  regulate  the  exercise  of  this  power 
by  law,  we  shall  see  whether  the  object  can,  by 
any  contrivance,  be  accomplished — meantime, 
it  requires  no  political  sagacity  to  perceive,  that, 
if  the  prevalent  notions  of  executive  prerogative 
shall  be  sustained,  all  such  attempts  must  be 
vain  and  nugatory. 

The  developments  of  the  present  year  m«y 
open  another  view  to  the  people  of  Virginia, 
and  of  this  whole  Union.  It  is,  I  presume, 
known  to  every  body  who  has  bestowed  the 
least  attention  on  the  subject,  that  it  was  by 
means  of  the  public  deposites,  the  connexion  of 
its  branches  with  the  mother  bank  and  with 
each  other,  and  the  consequent  absence  of  all 
rivalry  among  them,  that  the  Hank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  has  been  enabled,  and  that  it  has 
been  its  interest  to  facilitate  exchanges  between 
the  different  parts  of  the  country,  at  so  mode- 
rate a  rate.  The  members  of  this  league  of 
State  banks,  are  no  more  likely  than  those  of 
other  leagues,  to  be  to  exempt  from  rivalryvor 
will  even  the  master  influence  of  the  President 
be  able  to  make  them  work  in  perfect  harmony. 
The  revenue  of  the  United  States  collected  at 
the  port  ot  New  York,  is  equal  at  least  to 
$12,000,000.  The  deposites  of  this  immense 
sum  is  divided  between  two  State  banks;  and 
these    banks    are   to   make  distribution   of  it 
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throughout  the  United  States.     This  must  givelery  part  of  the  body  politic.      Let  gentlemen 


tliem,  1  should  think,  and  through  them  the 
city  of  New  York,  a  vast  proportion  of  the 
whole  business  of  the  domestic  exchange  of  the 
United  States;  add  to  which,  in  consequence 
of  the  concentration  of  so  large  a  proportion  of 
the  import  trade  of  the  country  in  that  city, 
every  dealer  in  foreign  merchandize  in  the 
South,  West,  Southwest  and  Northwest,  must 
have  money  current  in  New  York,  or  credit 
there.  I  am  not  able  to  estimate  the  value  of 
such  advantages,  nor  indeed  sure  that  I  clearls 
understand  them — I  am  throwing  out  hints  for 
the  consideration  of  others  better  informed. — 
Will  not  New  York  avail  herself  of  all  such  ad- 
vantages' What  shall  prevent  her  from  avail- 
ing herself  of  them  to  the  uttermost?  Will  she 
not  make  the  utmost  profit  of  them  she  can? — 
When  or  where  has  there  existed  any  commu- 
nity of  men  who  did  not  pursue  their  own  inte- 
rests, and  avail  themselves  of  every  opportunity 


remember  the  amount  of  debt  due  in  the  west- 
ern country  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States — 
let  them  reflect  on  the  vast  proportion  of  fixed 
landed  capital,  compared  with  the  active  mo- 
ney capital,  of  that  country — and  then  let  them 
ask  themselves,  whether  any  people  on  earth 
will,  or  can,  reasonably  he  etpected  to  abide 
with  patience,  the  sale  of  their  property,  of 
their  very  dwelling*,  under  the  hammer  of  the 
auctioneer,  when,  for  want  of  a  sound  cu'ven- 
cy,  it  must  be  sacrificed,  in  order  to  pay  debits 
due  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
their  direct  interest  as  stockholders  is  compar- 
atively trivial?  Whether  it  be  not  unwise  and 
cruel  to  put  the  patriotism  of  any  people  to 
such  a  test,  events  rapidly  approaching  may 
serve  to  show.  The  love  of  the  Union  is  found- 
ed on  a  just  sense  of  its  advantages  to  all — the 
loyalty  of  a  free  people  to  Government  is,  as  it 
ought  to  be,  founded   on  a  perception  of  its 


and  every  means  of  advancing  them?     I  do  not  blessings,  and  must  cease  when  it  becomes  a 


mean  to  insinuate  that  the  people  of  New  York 
are  more  selfish  than  others — I  do  them  no  such 
injustice — 1  only  think  them  like  other  men. — 
And",  sir,  I  am  very  much  deceived,  if  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  President's  system  of  measures 
(if  its  continuance  can  by  any  means  be  accom- 
plished) will  not  have  the  effect,  in  the  end, 
whatever  may  be  their  present  sufferings  under 
it,  to  subject  the  whole  trade  of  the  country  to 
the  city  of  New  York.  Now,  sir,  1  am  not 
conscious  of  any  jealousy  of  New  York — any 
envy  of  her  prosperity;  on  the  contrary,  I  sin- 


curse.  I  might  look  to  othei  Darts  of  the 
Union,  which  present  the  danger  under  a  dif- 
ferent aspect — but  I  will  not  pursue  the  sub- 
ject, which,  indeed,  I  was  loath  to  touch.  If 
the  alternative  shall  be  presented,  whether  the 
charter  of  the  bank  shall  not  be  renewed  be- 
cause it  is  unconstitutional,  or  the  Union,  and 
with  it  of  course,  the  whole  Constitution,  shall 
be  put  in  jeopardy,  the  people  will  weigh  the 
subject  with  anxious  care  and  deliberation. 

If  it  please  God  to  spare  me  life,   and  the 
possession  of  my  faculties,  the  people  of  Virgi- 


cerely  rejoice  at  the  speetacle  of  her  prosperity,  |nia  shall  understand  all  the  alternatives  likely 
as  I  do  in  the  prosperity  of  every  part  of  the  I  to  be  presented  to  them.  They  must  decide, 
country,  when  it  is  derived  from  its  peculiar  When  the  question  shall  be,  whether  a  vital 
advantages,  its  own  capital,  industry,  and  enter-  and  permanent  change  shall  be  wrought  on  the 


prie.     But  if  the  action  of  the    Government 

gives  her  advantages  which  she  otherwise  could 

never  enjoy — advantages  to    be  enjoyed  at  the 

expense  of  others — if  the  tendency  of  public 

measure  is  to  constitute  her  the  Rome  of  this 

gieat  empire — then  it  will   become  the  people 

of  Virginia,  and  of  every  other  State  in  the 

Union,  to   inquire   whether  the  Bank  of  the 

United  States  shall   be  put  down,  in  order  to 

give  such  an  ascendant  to  the  city  of  New  York 

as  will  make  her  mistress  oi  the  Union. 

The  developments  of  this  year  may  present 

yet  another  and  far  more  vital  question,  to  the 

people — the  question,  whether  and  how  this 
Union  shall  be  longer  preserved?  I  mention  it 
with  a  feeling  of  trembling  anxiety  and  awe; 
for  there  is  some  degree  of  mischief  even  in 
talking  publicly  about  the  dissolution  of  the 
Union — but  these  are  times  in  which  we  ought 
to  look  before  us,  and  examine  the  dangers  in 
prospect,  in  order  to  avoid  them.  If  the  ex- 
isting bank  had  been  permitted  to  die  a  natu- 
ral death,  and  the  term  allowed  for  winding  up 
its  affairs  had  been  extended  from  time  to  time, 
its  debtors  might  have  been  able  to  meet  their 
engagements,  if  not  without  inconvenience,  yet 
without  saciificeand  ruin.  The  attempt  to  an- 
tedate its  doom,  to  destroy  it  suddenly  and  vio 
lentlv,  has  produced  the  natural  consequence— 
astaic  of  convulsion  that  distorts  and  racks  ev-lout  any  appropriation  by  law,  to  favored  State 


fundamental  principles  of  our  institutions — 
whether,  in  effect,  any  thing  shall  be  done  or 
omitted,  the  doing  or  omission  of  which  shall 
lead  to  revolution — the  determination  shall  not 
rest  on  my  sole  responsibility: — it  shall  rest  on 
that  of  the  sovereign  State  to  which  I  belong. 
As  a  citizen,  I  may  advise,  dissuade,  oppose; 
but,  in  the  end,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  dissever 
myself  from  her.  I  follow  her  destinies;  I 
stand  by  her  in  all  events. 

But,  sir,  the  question  concerning  the  renew- 
al of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  is,  or  rather  it  would  have  been,  if  the 
bank  had  been  permitted  quietly  to  expire 
without  any  violation  of  faith  or  of  law,  so  com- 
paratively indifferent  to  me,  that  it  has  been 
with  some  difficulty  that  I  have,  on  this  occa- 
sion, brought  my  mind  to  the  consideration  of 
it.  I  should  have  been  willing  to  see  the  in- 
stitution go  down — content  to  see  the  nation 
struggling  under  any  degree  of  inconvenience, 
enduring  any  endurable  state  of  want,  making 
any  sacrifice  of  property;  hut  I  cannot  consent 
to  the  least  sacrifice  of  civil  liberty.  We  see 
the  President,  openly  assuming  the  power  to 
dispose  of  the  public  treasure,  at  his  pleasure, 
and  by  his  independent  power;  lending  it, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  his  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  by  half  millions  at  a  time,  with- 
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banks,  avowedly  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
themio  pay  their  own  debts  out  of  it,  and  to  trade 
on  the  surplus  for  their  own  profit;  and  if  may 
]end  it  to  a  body  corporate,  why  not  to  a  natur- 
al person?  There  is  no  conceivable  distinction 
in  principle.  We  see  him  at  the  same  time, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  his  Postmaster 
General,  borrowing  money  at  six  per  cent,  in- 
terest, without  pretence  of  any  authority  of  law, 
and  in  contempt  of  an  express  provision  of  the 
Constitution  vesting  such  power  in  Congress. 
We  see  him  taking  away  the  public  deposites 
fntn  •fee  Bank  of  the  United  States,  on  allega- 
tbns  of  misconduct,  no  wise  affecting  its  fiscal 
agency,  which  he  must  know  to  be  matters  of 
jidicial  cognizance,  since  he  declares  that  he 
vould  have  ordered  a  scire  facias  against  the 
bink,  but  for  the  short  time  its  charter  had  to 
rtn.  Our  most  essential  liberties  are  seized 
uto  his  hands;  the  principal  features  that  dis- 
tiguish  our  republican  system,  are  obliterated 
b/  the  exertion  of  an  assumed  and  hitherto  un- 
heard of  prerogative;  and  the  President  pro- 
cairns  to  the  world,  that  neither  the  opinions  of 
tie  people  nor  the  voice  of  the  Legislature, 
slall  alter  his  course  of  measures.  The  Con- 
sttion  is  falling  in  ruins  around  us.  Shall  we 
sphere  deliberating  whether  the  charter  of  the 
baik  shall  be  renewed  or  not?  Of  what  avail 
.in  our  deliberations?  I  would  by  no  means  be 
wtnting  incourtesy  towards  the  gentleman  from 
Missachusetts,  but,  for  my  part,  I  shall  hardly 
bewilling  even  to  consider  the  question  of  the 
reiewal  of  the  bank  charter,  till  the  just  au- 
thtrity  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  vital  princi 
pits  of  liberty,  shall  be  vindicated  and  secured 
agiinst  all  assaults. 

•ur  forefathers  of  the  revolution  resisted  a 
priiciple,  which,  if  admitted,  might  lead  to  op- 
preision— they  did  not  wait  till  actual  oppression 
was  felt — the  stamp  act  and  the  duties  on  tea 
wce  not  enforced.  They  revolted  against  the 
•assq-tion  of  power  by  the  British  Parliament,  to 
bint  the  colonies  in  ail  cases  whatever.  Here,  the 
moa  palbably  unconstitutional  prerogatives  are 
not  mly  claimed  by  the  President,  but  exercised 
and  persisted  in  ;  and  if  he  shall  succeed  in  es- 
tablthing  them,  the  precedent  will  be  decisive 
and  fatal.  The  influence  of  such  a  precedent 
maybe  estimated  by  the  use  which  has  been 
madt  of  the  examples  set  by  Mr.  Crawford,  while 
■the  al ministration  of  the  Treasury  Department 
was  n  his  hands.  That  gentleman  was  not  ap- 
pointed to  succeed  another  officer,  displaced  for 
refstshg,  in  the  exercise  of  a  discretion  confided 
to  hi»,  to  withdraw  the  public  deposites  from  the 
Bank£>f  the  United  States  at  the  President's  bid- 
ding; so  that,  at  most,  the  only  question,  whuh 
his  corduct  presented,  was  a  question  upon  the 
construction  of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  as  to  the 
reasons  for  which  the  Secretary  might  withdraw 
the  deposites.  Neither  did  he  withdraw  any  mon- 
ey from  the  bank,  which  had  been  deposited  there 
—he  only  omitted  to  transfer  to  it  moneys  which 
had  been  previously  deposited  in  some  of  the  State 
hanks;  consisting  of  balances  of  which  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  was  unwilling  to  receive,  as 
he  was  to  make,  the  transfer— and  the  transaction 


was  of  so  little  consideration  in  his  mind,  that  he 
forgot  to  report  the  proceeding,  and  the  reasons 
of  it,  to  Congress  ;  neither  was  it  ever  approved 
or  sanctioned.  I  am  most  willing  to  acknowledge 
Mr.  Crawford's  title  to  respect ;  but  I  must  say 
that,  considering  the  circumstances,  neither  his 
example  nor  his  opinion  on  that  occasion,  can 
have  any  manner  of  authority  to  justify  or  excuse 
the  recent  measures  of  the  Executive.  Yet  this 
precedent  has  furnished  the  defenders  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive their  most  imposing  argument ! 

Sir,  the  contest  is  between  the  constitutional 
principles  of  republican  government  and  the  prin- 
ciple of  monarchy.  It  were  unnecessary  and 
idle  to  inquire  whether  the  President  designs  to 
subvert  the  Constitution.  Political  causes  put 
into  action,  often  produce  effects  beside,  be- 
yond, and  contrary  to,  the  purposes  of  the 
actors.  When  the  English  Parliament  conset- 
ed  to  purge  the  army,  did  it  do  so  with  de- 
sign to  make  Cromwell  lord  protector  of  Kng- 
land?  When  Bonaparte  usurped  the  crown 
of  Spain,  did  he  design  to  subvert  his  imperial 
throne?  And  yet  it  was  that  act  of  all-grasping 
ambition,  that  fated  'blunder,'  which  roused 
the  spirit  of  resistance  in  the  nations  of  Europe, 
that  accomplished  his  downfall. 

The  recent  disclosures  have  convinced  me, 
that  a  broader  metallic  basis  than  now  exists,  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  sustain  our  extended 
system  of  bank  credit  and  bank  paper  currency; 
and  f  can  readily  see  that  this  may  be  partially 
effected  by  State  or  Federal  legislation — wise, 
judicious  legislation — but  I  must  protest  against 
the  power  "f  the  President  to  accomplish  such 
an»objact,  however  desirable.  I  make  the  re- 
mark ,  because  the  President  told  oncof  those 
committees  that  recewly  waited  on  him  with 
memorials,  that  He  meant  to  restore  a  metallic 
medium  of  circulation  to  the  country;  and  that 
in  order  to  do  this,  He  proposed,  first, to  stop  the 
circulation  of  all  notes  under  ten  dollars;  by 
placing  the  public  deposites  in  such  State  banks 
as  would  issue  no  notes  below  that  denomina- 
tion, and  by  prohibiting  the  i eceipt.in  paymc  t 
of  the  revenue,  of  the  notes  of  such  banks  a* 
should  issue  smaller  notes;  and  that,  af  erwards 
a  like  procrss  would  Me  employed  to  put  out  of 
circulation  all  bank  notes  under  the  denomina- 
tion of  twenty  dollars.  '  That  he  should  think 
the  executive  power  competent  to  adopt 
and  enforce  such  a  system  of  policy,  could  ex- 
cite no  man's  surprise. 

But  what  I  am  going  to  mention  is  very  re- 
markable, and  it  is  equally  remarkable  that  it 
has  not  hitherto  atti  acted  the  least  notice.  The 
PresiJent  being  asked  when  he  intended  t» 
commence  the  execution  of  his  plan,  an- 
swered, nor  till  after  the  expiration  of  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uniten  States.  (T 
am  only  stating  the  substance  of  what  he  said, 
from  memory.)  Now,  I  wish  to  have  it  ob- 
served, that,  as  the  charter  of  the  bank  will  ex- 
pire on  the  1st  March,  1836,  and  the  President's 
term  of  office  on  the  4th  of  March,  1837,  either 
he  designs  to  accomplish  this  difficult  opera- 
tion of  restoring  a  metallic  medium  of  circuia- 
on  within  the  short  space  of  one  year,  or  he 
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intends  to  be  re-elected  for  a  third  teem,  and 
perhaps  for  another  term  after  that:  for  the 
probable  duration  of  his  life  will  hardly  be 
equal  to  such  a  work.  I  do  not  affirm  that 
such  are  his  designs;  but  he  has  taught  me  to 
note  tiis  words,  and  to  compare  his  subsequent 
conduct  with  them.  His  words  are  often  por- 
tentous. We  have  no  light  by  which  we  can 
discern  the  issue  of  the  present  state  of  things, 
but  that  which  corruscates  from  his  mansion; 
and  that  is  like  flashes  of  lightning,  in  a  dark 
night,  serving  only  to  show  us  precipices,  dan- 
gers, and  horrors  all  around  us,  but  n<>  road  by 
which  we  can  hope  to  extricate  ourselves  from 
them.  Must  the  earth  quake,  before  the  peo- 
ple cease  to  sleep  ! 

Mr.  WRIGHT  desired  to  say  a  few  words  in 
reply  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  Senator  from 
Vriginia,  and  in  relation  to  the  proposition  of 
the  Sena'  or  from  Massachusetts;  but  as  the  usual 
hour  of  adjournment  had  arrived,  he  would  de- 
fer his  remarks  until  another  opportunity,  if  it 
was  the  pleasure  of  the  Senate  to  adjourn. 

A  very  general  desire  being  expressed  to  this 
effect, 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY,  from  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jesse 
Smith  and  others;  which  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  BINNEY,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  remit  the  duties 
upon  locomotive  steam  engines,  heretofore  im- 
ported, and  to  allow  their  importation  free  of 
duty;  said  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr  BINNEY,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  F.  Ohl;  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  BINNEY,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Alexander  Dulaunny,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to 
remit  the  duties  upon  an  importation  of  said 
Delaunay;  which  was  twice  read  and  commit- 
ted. 

Mr.  CONNER,  from  the  Committee  on  Post- 
Offires  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Patrick  Green;  which  was  twice  read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  CARW,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
James  Keytes;  also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
A.  Barnes;  which  bills  were  twice  read  and 
committed, 

Mr.  LEAVITT,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  recommitted  the 
bill  granting  an  additional  quantity  of  land  for 
thesatisfaction  of  Revolutionary  Bounty  Land 
Warrants,  reported  the  same  amended  ;  and 
the  said  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  erec* 
tion  of  a  national  armory  on  the  western  water*, 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed  to  a  Com- 


mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  State  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Robert  Dickey;  which  vas  twice  read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Maunus  W.  Gilbert;  which  was  twice  read  £nd 
committed. 

Mr.  CASEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Pr'mte 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  Dement ;  which  was  twice  read  and.con- 
mitted. 

.Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  made  a  report  on  the  petitbn 
of  Richard  Butman,  accompanied  by  a  bill  iu- 
thorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  le- 
fund  to  said  Butman  the  tonnage  duty,  impoed 
on  the  Schooner  Brandywine,  which  was  twee 
read  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  tie 
Whole  House. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY,  from  the  Comnit- 
tee  of  Claims,  reported  unfavorably  on  the  ptti- 
tion  of  Judah  White,  widow  of  Thomas  Whte, 
deceased;  said  unfavorable  report  was  laidon 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POLK,  the  Commitee  of 
Ways  and  Means  was  discharged  from  the  \r.»- 
ther  consideration  of  the  memorials  of  Janes 
H.  Caldwell,  George  Adshead,  Squire  Stea'ns, 
Kliphalet  Y.  Sabina — underwriters,  ship  own- 
ers, merchants  and  ship  masters,  of  New  Y>rk, 
respecting  chain  cables,  manufacturers  of 
wrought  iron  hinges,  and  smiths  of  the  ciy  of 
New  York,  respecting  duties  on  commissons, 
and  that  the  said  memorials  do  lie  on  the  fcble. 

On  moti-m  of  Mr.  MASON,  the  Comnittee 
on  Public  Lands,  which  was  instructed  oi  the 
27th  January  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  for  the  payment  of  office  rent,  t>  Re- 
gisters and  Receivers,  and  to  provide  fir  the 
better  preservation  of  the  records,  books  and 
papers,  be  discharged  from  the  consideration 
thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MASON,  the  Comnittee 
on  Public  Lands,  which  was  instructed  >n  the 
27th  of  January,  to  inquire  what  States  have 
received  donations  of  land  from  the  General 
Government,  for  the  purpose  of  makingroads, 
bridges,  canals,  and  improving  water  ourses, 
the  quantity  of  land  received  by  each  State, 
and  into  the  expediency  of  granting  to  such  of 
the  new  States,  as  have  received  no  po-tion  of 
the  public  domain  for  such  purposes,  aquanti. 
ty  of  land  equal  to  that  granted  to  the  other 
States,  to  be  applied  under  the  direction  of  the 
Legislatures  thereof,  to  objects  of  internal  im- 
provement, within  their  respective  limits — was 
discharged  from  the  consideration  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BOON,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  ,memorial  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  relative  to  the 
Erie  and  Wabash  canal  lands,  referred  on  the 
17th  of  February;  and  the  said  memorial  was 
referred  to  the  Committe  appointed  on  the  24th 
December,  on  the  subject. 
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Mr.  C.  SLADE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  mail  road  between  Louisville 
and  St.  Louis:  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted . 

Mr.  INGE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Lawrence  Milligan, 
deceased,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment; said  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House. 

The  following' message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the   United  States,  by  Mr.  Donel- 
son,  his  Secretary  : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  : 

I  transmitjierewith  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  let- 
ter from  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  adjust 
the  claims  of  our  citizens  under  the  late  Treaty 
with  Naples,  and  suggest  for  the  consideration 
of  Congress  the  expediency  of  extending  the 
terra  allowed  for  the  performance  of  the  duties 
assigned  to  them. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
•    Washington,  March  14/A,  1834. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PINCKNEY,  by  leave, 

Mfiolved,  That  the  documents  communicated 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  trade  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  Porto  Rico,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Commerce;  and  that  said 
Committee  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  dis- 
criminating duties  referred  to  by  the  President 
in  his  nessagei  and  into  the  expediency  of  a. 
doptinj  countervailing  measures  for  the  protec- 
tion or  the  American  merchants  and  ship  own- 
ers. 

Tlie  remainder  of  the  sitting  was  devoted  to 
the  bank  question.  Mr.  Burges  and  Mr. 
Wilde  speaking  upon  it. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


SENATE. 

Wednesdat,  March  19,  1834. 
REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  rose  and  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  merchants,  manufacturers,  and 
other  cit'tiens  of  the  town  of  Bridgeport,  in  Con- 
necticut, lelative  to  the  embarrassments  and  dis- 
tress consequent  on  the  course  of  the  Executive 
respecting  the  currency,  and  banking  institu- 
tions in  the  country. 

•  With  the  memorial,  Mr.  T.  said,  he  had  re- 
ceived a  conmunication  from  several  respecta- 
ble citizens  of  that  town,  authorizing  him  to  state 
that  the  memorial  is  subscribed  by  380  persons, 
who  are  entiled  to  vote  at  the  Town  and  State 
elections;  and  that  there  are  but  a  few  more  than 
(bar  hundred* hgal  voters  residing  in  the  town. 

As  Bridgeport,  Mr.  T.  said,  is  situated  in  the 
western  section  of  Connecticut,  and  in  the  coun- 
ty of  my  hirth  and  residence,  I  have  the  satisfac- 
tion of  personally  knowing  many  of  the  memo- 
rialists, and  of  b?ing  able,  on  this  occasion,  to 
bear  unequivocal  '.estimony  to  the  respectability 
of  their  standing,  as  intelligent,  practical,  and 
candid  men,  who  cannot  be  suspected  of  mi^re 


presentation )  for  sinister  or  party  purposes. 
The  language  of  the  memorial,  said  Mr.  T., 
is  respectful  but  strong,  conveying  sentiments 
and  feelings  worthy  of  independent  freemen  who 
know  their  rights  and  interests,  and  will  main- 
tain them.  Disclaiming  all  intention  to  impugn 
or  discuss  the  conduct  of  the  Executive,  the  me- 
morialists earnestly  invoke  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress to  the  disastrous  consequences  which  have 
followed  that,  conduct,  and  the  ruin  which  it 
threatens  to  bring  on  the  country,  by  embarrass- 
ing the  agricultural,  manufacturing,  mechanic, 
and  commercial  interests;  depriving  labor  of  its 
accustomed  and  rightful  reward,  and  greatly  aug- 
menting the  profits  and  power  of  capitalists,  to 
the  serious  detriment  of  the  laboring  classes  in 
the  community. 

For  the  information  of  the  Senate,  it  may  not 
be  improper,  said  he,  to  state,  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  fluctuations  of  trade  heretofore,  Bridge- 
port has  steadily  and  rapidly  advanced  in  wealth 
and  improvement.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
present  century,  it  was  comparatively  but  an  in- 
considerable village.  Now,  the  borough  of  that 
name  exceeds  in  population  any  other  port  in 
that  important  and  populous  section  of  the  State. 
It  not  only  participates  largely  in  the  trade  and 
business  of  the  productive  and  rich  county  of 
Fairfield,  but  extends  its  commercial  relations 
into  the  very  important  and  prosperous  counties 
adjoining  it. 

Among  the  memorialists  are  many  respecta- 
ble mechanics,  whose  wealth  and  respectability 
are  the  result  of  their  own  intellectual  and  moral 
energies.  Indeed,  to  their  extraordinary  enter- 
prise, industry,  and  economy,  may  be  chiefly  at- 
tributed the  great  and  acknowledged  success 
which  has  attended  the  people  of  that  place  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  mechanic  arts. 

There  are,  in  that  borough,  two  banks  in  op- 
eration, with  considerable  capitals.  One  of  them 
existed  Before  the  charter  of  the  first  Bank  of  the 
United  States  expired,  and  maintained  its  credit 
by  regularly  rc-'.eeming  its  bills,  during  the  dis- 
astrous period  whan  coin  was  driven  from  circu- 
lation by  an  inundation  of  the  depreciated  paper 
of  the  State'  banks  which  had  violated  their  en- 
gagements to  the  public,  by  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments.  But,  sir,  in  the  present  state 
of  distrust  and  consternation  these  banks  do  not, 
and  undoubtedly  cannot,  furnish  aid  adequate  to 
the  emergencies  of  the  active  and  useful  busi- 
ness-men who  have  become,  in  a  measure,  de- 
pendant upon  their  facilities,  under  the  system 
of  credit  so  universally  established  in  our  coun- 
try. 

The  usual,  expected,  and  necessary  accom- 
modations of  those  institutions  being  withheld, 
the  business  of  many  is  greatly  embarrassed, 
and  the  profits  of  more  safe  and  prosperous 
times  may  be  sacrificed  by  persevering  efforts 
to  sustain  well  earned  and  valued  reputations 
for  punctuality  and  integrity.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, extensive  sales  are  not  and  cannot 
be  made,  either  for  cash  or  on  credit.  Exchan- 
ges, and  the  transportation  of  merchandise 
coastwise,  must  consequently  be  diminished. — 
As  the  memorialists,  and  the  merchants, and  ship 
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owners  in  the  several  ports  embraced  within  the 
limits  of  the  district  of  Fairfield,  employ  a  large 
amount  of  tonnage  and  capital  in  the  coasting 
trade,  any  considerable  diminution  or  embar- 
rassment of  that  great  and  essential  interest, 
must  there  be  severely  felt  and  justly  depreca- 
ted. 

In  the  spirit  of  enterprise  for  which  they  are 
so  justly  distinguished,  the  citizens  of  Bridge- 
port, within  the  last  year,  have  likewise  organ 
ized  a  chartered  company,  for  the  purpose  of 
pursuing  the  whaling  business,  with  a  large 
capital,  and  have  already  commenced  extensive 
operations.  The  memorialists  cannot  regard, 
without  deep  solicitude,  the  existing  danger, 
that  an  undertaking  so  intimately  connected 
with  the  prosperity  of  their  borough,  may  be 
suspended,  and  ultimately  prostrated  by  an  un- 
wise and  rash  experiment  on  the  moneyed  rela- 
tions and  institutions  of  the  country.  Nor  can 
the  useful  and  working  men  there,  whose  indus- 
try, and  labor,  and  ingenuity,  have  been,  and 
are  fostered  and  sustained,  to  a  considerable 
extent,  by  borrowed  capital,  view,  without 
alarm,  any  movement  of  the  constituted  author- 
ities of  the  country,  calculated  to  carry  into 
effect  the  declaration,  that  men  who  do  busi- 
ness on  credit  ought  to  break.  On  the  contrary, 
they  remonstrate  against  the  continuance  of  an 
experiment  daily,  producing  such  appalling 
consequences 

Depressed  and  desponding  under  the  withering 
influence  of  an  Executive  measure,  which  has 
not  only  deranged  our  currency  and  impaired 
mercantile  confidence,  but  arrested  the  business, 
disappointed  the  hopes,and  threatens  to  complete 
the  ruin  of  .multitudes  of  industrious  and  useful 
citizens,  the  memorialists  appeal  to  Congress,  in 
full  confidence  that  their  representations  will 
meet  the  deliberate  and  wise  and  effective  consi- 
deration demanded  by  the  existing  crisis. 

In  conclusion,  V^r.  T.  moved,  that,  after  being 
read*  the  memorial  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance  and  printed;  which  was  ordered. 

Mr.  M'KEAN  said,  a  committee  of  sixteen 
gentlemen,  mechanics  of  Philadelphia,  consist- 
ing of  cabinet-maker.'',  piano  forte- makers,  chair- 
makers,  upholsterers,  fancy-furnishers,  fringe- 
makers,  carvers,  gilders,  varnishers,  tuners, 
lamp-makers,  coach-makers,  and  others  engag- 
ed in  furnishing  materials  for  the  same,  have 
charged  me  with  a  memorial,  to  be  presented 
to  the  Senate,  signed,  as  1  am  informed,  by 
about  seven  hundred  of  those  meritorious  citi- 
cns. 

They  state  that  they  have  been  steadily  pur- 
suing their  various  occupation-,  and  endeavor- 
ing to  fulfil  their  duties  as  mechanics  and  citi- 
zens without  interfering  in  political  affairs  fur- 
ther than  exercising  their  rights  at  the  polls; 
and  that,  up  to  the  period  of  the  removal  of  the 
public  depositee  from  the  United  Slates  Bank, 
their  various  branches  of  business  were  becom- 
ing increasingly  prosperous;  they  were  thank- 
fully  enjoying  the  fruits  of  their  honest  indus- 
try, and  indulging  a  prospect  of  their  continued 
increase.  But  since  the  event  alluded  to,  they 
have  experienced  an  almost  total  prostration  of 


their  business,  which,  if  not  averted  soon,  must 
involve  them  and  their  families  in  utter  ruin;  and 
that  they  can  ascribe  their  present  distress  to  no 
other  cause  than  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
and  earnestty  request  their  immediate  restora- 
tion. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  M'K.,  I  have  had  personal  inter- 
course with  all  the  members  of  this  committee, 
and  it  is  my  duty  and  my  pleasure  tu  say,  that 
they  evinced  much  respectability  of  character, 
candor  and  intelligence.  I  have  listened  to  their 
tales  of  distress,  and  I  cannot,  I  dare  not,  doubt 
their  truth;  and,  if  I  possessed  the  power,  it 
should  be  exerted  for  their  relief  r  but  I  fear,  if 
what  they  ask  (the  restoration  of  the  deposites). 
were  granted,  it  would  be  found  wholly  inade- 
quate. 

Sir,  these  memorialists  also  held  a  public 
meeting,  the  proceedings  of  which  I  am  dso 
requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate-  They  ac- 
cord generally  with  the  views  exoressed  in  the 
memorial,  in  reference  to  the  causes  and  effects. 
of  pecuniary  distress  and  derangement  of  the 
currency  ;  and  I  regret  to  say,  in  my  opinion, 
they  have  indulged  in  unnecessarily  harsh  lan- 
guage in  Alluding  to  the  present  Chief  Magis- 
trates of  the  Union  ani  tfee  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, more  especially  toward  the  latter.  Neither 
of  those  distinguished  men  could  be  benefitted 
by  my  feeble  defence.  The  lofty  character  of 
the  first  carries  with  it  a  sure  antidote  arainst 
the  poison  of  calumny.  As  respects  the  present; 
Chief  Magistrate  of  Pennsylvania,  I  haie  had 
the  honor  of  a  long  and  intimate  acquaintance 
with  that  excellent  man,  than  whom  titers- is 
not  a  more  single-minded  and  pure  statesman 
living. 

The  memorial  and  proceedings  were.read, 
referred  to  the  Committtee  on  Finance,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MANGUM  presented  a  memorial  from 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Plymouth,  North  Caroli- 
na, complaining  of  the  deranged  state  of  the 
currency  of  the  country,  and  the  pecuniary 
distress,  and  praying  Congress  to  adopt  mea- 
sures to  restore  the  public  deposites  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  memorial, 
Mr.  M.  said,  was  signed  by  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  citizen!",  and  the  voters  of  tkat  place 
amounted  to  about  450-  The  memorial  also 
prayed  for  the  recharter  of  the  Bank  of  the  U. 
States.  Mr.  M;  then  moved  that  1 1; c  memorial 
be  read,  referred  to  the  Commit  ee  on  Finance, 
and  printed  ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

[It  was  a  ca  se  of  much  regret,  tkat  the  usual 
tnmult  in  the  gallary,  of  some  hundred  talkers, 
rendered  Mr.  Mangum's  remarks  a. most  wholly 
inaudable.} 

Mr.  WAGGAMAN,  of  Louisiana,  addressed 
the  Senate  as  follows: 

Mr.  Pkk.si jiknt:  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  docu- 
ment containing  sundry  resolutions,  and  a  me- 
morial, adopted  at  one  of  the  largest  public  meet- 
ings ever  convened  at  New  Orteans  on  any  pre- 
ceding occasion,  which  it  becomes  my  duty,  as 
the  co-representative  of  Louisiana  on  this  floor, 
to  communicate  to  the  Senate. 
l^And  I  will  also  take  leave  to  observe,  though) 
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it  may  be  disagreeable  to  the  ears  of  some  gen- 
tlemen, that  that  meeting,  was  composed  of  ev- 
ery description  of  persons,  without  distinction 
as  to  putty,  Jackson  men  and  anti-Jacksonmen, 
administration  and  anti-administration  men, 
supporters  and  opponents  of  the  present  adroin- 
istraticn .  The  pn  credings  had  at  that  meeting 
were  signed  by  its  Chairman,  Mr.  Oakey,  who 
has  been,  trom  the  earliest  period  of  the  aspira- 
tions of  ihe  present  Chief  Maeistrate  for  politi- 
cal power  and  high  official  station,  down  to  the 
present  moment,  through  good  and  through  evil 
report,  one  of  his  must  ardent,  active,  and  zeal- 
ots friends/spending  more  money,  and  consu- 
ming more  time  in  aid  of  the  cause,  than  any 
other  man  known  to  me  in  that  State.  Sir,  I 
say  it  in  no  term  of  reproach  to  that  gentleman, 
but  am  lappj  to  avail  rf.y.iejf  of  this  public  oc- 
casion to  bear  testimony  in  favor  of  his  most 
excellent  character,  believing,  as  1  do,  that 
whatever  hehasdone  in  partisan  acts  in  aid  of 
this  administration,  has  been  done  with  the  pu- 
rest and  most  patriotic  motives. 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  be  thus  minute 
and  circumstantial,  in  order  to  show  that  the 
meeting  was  not  devised  and  got  up  in  aid  of 
par'y  views  and  party  purposes,  but  wholly  ana 
exclusively  for  the  intents  and  purposes  set 
torth  in  the  memorial. 

These  resolutions  and  memorial  state  facts, 
that  no  declarations,  however  bold  and  reck- 
less, can  deny,  nor  arguments,  however  elo- 
quent, ingenious,  and  artfully  woven,  can  weak- 
en. It  states  the  deep  and  abiding  distress  of 
the  people,  I  mean  the  agricultural  and  com- 
mere i. I  people  of  Louisiana,  who,  notwith- 
standing their  hert  tofore  successful  enterprise, 
have  no',  in  this  dark  hour  of  pecuniary  distress 
and  wan",  been  able  to  shield  themselves  from 
its  ruinous  consequences.  Their  rich  and  frr 
tile  lands, aided  as  they  have  been  by  the  hands 
of  their  skilful  and  industrious  cultivators,  have 
in  vain  yielded  forth  their  accustomed  rich 
fraits  and  abundant  harvests;  they  remain  with- 
out riemand,  or  are  sold  at  prices  far  and  ruin- 
ously below  the  reasonable  and  just  expecta- 
tions of  those,  by  the  sweat  of  whose  brows,  and 
the  toil  of  whose  hands,  they  have  been  pro- 
due- d. 

My  honorable  friend  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Foh- 
stth,)  some  days  ago,  took  occasion  to  remark 
that  he  did  not  believe  those  distresses,  so  loud- 
ly complained  of  at  the  South;  and  congratu- 
lated the  whole  South  on  the  prosperity  of  that 
portion  of  it  included  in  the  limits  of  the  State 
so  ably  and  so  honorably  represented  by  him. 
Without  in  the  least  pretending  to  a  knowledge 
of  the  affairs  of  that  State  at  all  comparable  to 
that  possessed  by  the  honorable  gentleman ,  1 
much  fear  that  when  Georgia  shall  iuquire  into 
her  situation,  and  calculate  thu^true  value  of 
her  real  estate,  the  price  of  her  products,  and 
the  value  of  her  stocks,  she  will  find  herself  in 
a  situation  very  little  better  than  that  which 
Louisiana  has  the  misfortune  to  be  placed  in. 
And  then,sir,  if  that  be  a  fit  occasion  and  a  meet 
subject  for  congratulation,  I  know  not  when, 
where,  or  to  whom ,  in  the  day  of  our  deep  dis- 


tress, we  are  to  look  for  sympathy  and  condo- 
lence. 

This  memorial  sets  forth,  that  the  quantity  of 
cotton  sold  and  now  on  sale,  in  New  Orleans, 
being  the  crop  of  the  present  year,  amounts  to 
five  hundred  thousand  bales.  Taking  the  max- 
imum of  the  price  on  the  20th  of  February  past, 
and  the  difference  between  the  two  prices  will 
be  the  sum  tha^  has  been  lost  to  the  growers  of 
that  article  amounting  to  the  enormous  sum  of 
four  millions  of  dollars. 

The  bank  stocks  of  Louisiana,  heretofore  a- 
mong  the  most  valuable  in  the  United  States , 
whether  considered  in  regard  to  the  largeness 
of  the  dividend  yielded  by  them,  or  their  value 
and  demand  in  the  market,  have,  within  the 
last  sixty  days  fallen  20  per  centum.  Calculat- 
ing the  diminished  value  of  the  stock  at  what  it 
really  is,  20  per  cent,  on  the  whole  banking 
capital  of  Louisiana,  which  is  largely  over  twen- 
ty millions  of  dollars,  and  the  loss  on  that  de- 
scription of  property  will  be  found  to  exceed 
four  millions  of  dollars. 

The  loss  on  twenty  thousand  hogsheads  of  su- 
gar, the  amount  of  the  crop  of  the  present  year, 
will  amount,  according  to  the  most  moderate 
computation,  to  the  enormous  sum  of  one  mil- 
lion five  hundred  thousand  dollars — enormous, 
when  it  is  taken  into  consideration  that  that 
loss  has  to  be  borne,  as  best  it  may,  by  a  very 
small  number  of  persons,  a  very  few  being  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  cane  and  the  manufacture 
of  sugar,  in  comparison  with  the  great  number 
engaged  in  other  and  different  agricultural  pur- 
suits. These  three  items  alone,  of  cotton,  su- 
gar, and  bank  stocks,  without  reference  to  the 
very  great  depreciation  that  has  taken  place  in 
the  value  and  price  of  real  estate,  will  amount 
to  the  immense  sum  of  nine  millions  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars. 

The  loss  of  this  enormous,  and  almost  incredi- 
ble sum,  is  to  be  participated  in,  and  borne,  by 
a  part  of  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  Loui-iana,and 
a  very  small  pai  t  of  Alabama,  much  the  largest 
proportion  of  which  falls  to  the  unfortunate  lot 
of  Louisiana. 

1  will  not,  Mr.  President,  unnecessarily  seek 
to  swell  and  magnify  this  great  sum  of  pecuniary 
distress  and  misery,  by  a  reference  to  the  more 
than  probable  consequences  of  this  pernicious 
executive  policy  upon  the  industry  and  enter- 
prize  of  the  great  West,  as  it  has  been  mpst 
aptly  called  by  the  hon.  gentleman  from  Missis- 
sipflj,  and  her  various  productions  that  must 
eventually  find  a  market  in  New  Orleans. 

I  will  not  venture  or  attempt  to  compute  the 
amount  of  the  diminished  value  on  her  forty 
thousand  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  her  one  hundred 
and  eighty  thousand  barrels  of  flour,  and  her  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  barrels  of  pork, 
and  her  almost  innumerable  othor  productions, 
the  result  of  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  that 
heretofore  happy  and  prosperous  country,  much 
too  tedious  for  me  to  detail.  But,  sir,  1  put  no- 
thing of  truth  or  probity  at  hazard,  when  hore,in 
my  Senatorial  place,  I  assert,  that  the  loss  expe- 
rienced this  year,  occasioned,  as  I,  before  God 
and  my  country,  believe,  by  the  present  execu- 
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tive  policy  of  the  Government, in  the  great  valley 
of  the  Mississippi,  inclusive  of  the  Louisiana, 
and  a  very  small  part  of  Alabama,  will  amount 
to  the  sum  of  thirteen  millions  of  dollars! 

Thirteen  millions  of  dollars  have  been  abstrac- 
ted from  the  hard  earnings  of  our  industrious 
fellow  citizens,  and  so  utterly  annihilated  as  to 
put  it  beyond  the  wit  and  ingenuity  of  man  to 
restore  and  reproduce  them. 

Four  short  months  have  scarcely  elapsed,  and 
all  there  was  peace  and  anticipated  prosperity. 
The  industrious  agriculturist  had  gathered  in  the 
rich  fruits  of  his  land,  and  was  under  the  smiles 
of  a  benificent  and  kind  Providence,  anticipating 
an  ample  and  just  reward  for  al!  his  anxious 
cares  and  labors:  the  means  of  providing  for  the 
subsistence  of  those  whom  nature  or  accident  had 
rendered  dependent  on  his  care  and  his  bounty 
were  obtained.  The  merchant,  too,  was  looking 
out  with  eager  hope  to  the  speedy  and  almost 
certain  realization  of  his  well  devised  schemes  of 
speculation,  based  on  the  experience  acquired  by' 
a  long  course  of  honest  trade  and  successful  en- 
terprise. In  the  too  sanguine  hope  of  the  future, 
he  saw,  or  thought  he  saw,  a  security  for  the 
happy  independence  of  those  who  made  his  happy 
home  the  home  of  his  heart — the  centre  around 
which  all  the  finer  and  purer  affections  ot  his 
nature  were  entwined.  The  industrious  day  la- 
borer, and  the  plodding  artisan,  with  hearts  full 
of  object,  and  hands  full  of  employment,  were 
spurred  forward  and  animated  to  increased  and 
renewed  exertion  in  the  pursuit  of  their  accus- 
tomed and  daily  avocations. 

But  how  suddenly  and  how  dark  has  this  se- 
rcne:;sky  been  overcast!  How  fatally  has  this 
fair  field  of  1  ght,  and  of  life,  and  of  hope,  been 
blighted  by  the  pestilent  influence  of  misguided 
and  ill  advised  executive  policy  and  political 
experiment. 

The  industrious  agriculturist  no  longer  looks 
with.pride  and  hope  on  those  fair  and  fertile  fields 
so  lately  the  source  of  happiness  and  prospective 
independence — they  no  longer  look  to  him  for  the 
gilded  promise  of  future  support  and  fortune — 
they  but  now  remind  him  of  ruined  hope  and 
blighted  expectation — they  only  serve  to  recall 
to  his  too  prompt  recollection  debts  unliquidated, 
obligations  unredeemed,  and  that  he  must  short- 
ly go  forth,  from  them  a  homeless  and  houseless 
wanderer;  while  they  are  transferred  to  some 
heartless  creditor  to  satisfy  those  demands  which 
no  want  of  foresight  and  of  prudence  on  his  part 
encumbered  them. 

The  enterprising  merchant,  who  but  now  was 
surrounded  by  every  thing  that  was  calculated 
to  make  his  home  happy  to  his  heart  and  plea- 
sant to  his  eye,  is  driven  from  it  to  become  the 
tenant  of  a  jail,  to  breathe  the  damp  vapor  of  a 
prison,  with  no  companions  save  bankruptcy  and 
ruin,  desolation  and  blighted  hope. 

And  for  what,  sir,  I  ask,  for  what  has  this 
great  amount  of  suffering  and  distress  been 
created;  and  why  have  those  vast  sums  of  mo- 
ney been  taken  from  their  just  and  rightful 
possessors?  Has  it  been  done  to  aid  and  suc- 
cour the  republic  in  the  hour  of  her  utmost 
need — in  the  day  of  her  deep  distress?  or  has  it 


been  required  at  our  hands  to  render  more 
sure  and  permanent  that  guarantee  of  our  liber- 
ties, that  glorious  charter  of  our  rights,  be- 
queathed to  us  by  our  patriot  ancestors,  the 
richest  legacy  that  virtue  and  patriotism  could 
devise?  or  has  it  been  employed  to  repel  a  dan- 
gerous and  threatening  foreign  levy,  or  to  quell 
domestic  strife  and  fierce  civil  commotion?  No, 
sir;  neither  of  those  three  great  and  legitimate 
objects  of  national  sacrifice  is  the  cause  of  our 
present  distress.  Its  origin  must  be  1  oked  for 
and  found  in  a  much  less  consoling,  in  a  much 
less  patriotic  cause — in  an  experiment  made, 
and  still  further  to  be  made,  upon  the  currency 
of  the  country,  and  the  servile  forbearance  of 
those  whom  that  experiment  wijl  affect. 

Was  it  not  enough  for  those,  whom  the  over- 
weening confidence  of  a  too  credulous  and  a 
too  grateful  people  appointed  to  the  guardian- 
ship of  our  liberties  and  our  laws,  our  morals 
and  our  fortunes,  that  we  were  in  the  direct 
road  to  successful  experiment;  that  we  were 
prosperous  beyond  all  precedent  and  contem- 
poraneous example — that,  in  fine,  we  were  hap- 
py and  contented;  but  we  must  be  made  more 
happy,  more  prosperous,  and  if  possible,  more 
contented;  and  if  either,  or  all  of  these  three 
great  promised  boons  fail,  the  experiment  is 
still  to  be  persisted  in,  and  pertinaciously  pur- 
sued. And  for  what,  sir?  for  the  happiness  and 
good  of  the  people  of  the  United  States?  No, 
sir;  not  at  all;  but  for  the  honor,  glory,and  pride 
of  him,  who  boasts  consistency,  no  matter  what 
its  tendency  may  be,  whether  to  good  or  evil, 
to  happiness  or  misery,  to  the  building  up  or 
the  pulling  down  the  fortunes  of  those  who  will 
too  surely  be  the  victims  of  this  fatal  experi- 
ment. , 

Sir,  it  cannot  be,  that  this  nation  will  remain 
patient  and  forbearing  in  the  state  it  is  now 
brought  to.  That  it  will  remain  serene,  tranquil 
and  compliant,  is  to  suppose  man  not  only  des- 
titute of  every  principle  of  patriotism,  but  devoid 
of  every  thing  like  self-consideration,  looking 
with  equal  unconcern  upon  good  and  evil,  upon 
his  happiness  or  his  rnieery.  This  indeed  would 
be  counting  upon  his  possessing  a  faculty  very 
far  above,  or  very  far  below,  the  nature  of  finite 
and  fallible  man. 

It  is  in  vain  that  we  sit  here  in  deliberation, 
and  speculating  upon  the  cause  or  causes  that 
have  led  to  the  misery  and  distress  that  now  per- 
vade this  land,  from  its  extreme  northern  bouri* 
dary  to  its  utmost  south-western  limit-  It  is 
wnolly  immaterial  whether  it  be  attributable  to 
the  removal  of  the  deposites  and  the  coercive 
measures  adopted  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  in  consequence  of  such  removal,  *  >r  that 
those  coercive  measures  were  .gratuitous  and  un- 
called for,  as  regards  the  degree  and  ex  ent  of 
the  suffering  occasioned  by  the  act. 

We  have  been  told,  and  on  my  conscience  I 
believe  truly  told,  that  the  present  unexampled 
distress  of  the  country  has  been  brought  upon  us 
by  the  policy  of  the  executive  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, in  changing  the  fiscal  agent  through 
and  by  which  the  moneytary  transactions  of  the 
country  have  heretofore   been  so  faithfully  and 
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so  beneficially  executed,  and  the  numerous  con- 
sequences incident  to  such  a  change.  If  sir,  this 
fact  be  denied,  in  justification  of  my  opinion  I  re- 
fer to  the -testimony  of  the  fifty  thousand  witnes- 
ses whose  names  are  spreMl  upon  your  table, 
whose  characters  for  prcbity  and  honor  have 
been  vouched  for  by  many  honorable  Senators 
on  this  floor,  and  by  public  opinion  every  where. 
In  civil  transactions,  if  I  do  not  err  in  my  re- 
collection of  the  law  of  evidence,  the  testimony 
ofas:ogle  credible  witness,  concurrently  with 
strong  presumptive  circumstances  is  taken  and 
considered,  judicially,  as  conclusive  of  the  fact. 
If,  then,  one  such  witness  be  acoounled  sufficient 
in  judicial  matters,  how  then  can  we  decline  to 
yield  our  credence  to  fifty  thousand  witnesses  of 
equally  legal  and  moral  competency. 

Our  respect,  I  fear,  for  that  testimony  is  less- 
ened, and  our  eats  becoming  fatigued  and  in- 
sensible to  the  complaints  and  remonstrances  of 
our  fellow  citizens,  in  consequence  of  the  fre- 
quency with  which  they  are  made;  but,  rely  up- 
on it,sir,  they  will  not  be  the  less  frequently  urg- 
ed upon  us  on  t^.at  account,  or  diminished  be- 
cause of  the  obtuseness  of  the  iritellect  to  which 
they  are  addressed.  It  was  aptly  said,  the  other 
day,  by  my  honorable  friend  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Clay,)  that  we  were  in  a  state  of  revolu- 
tion; and  it  is  so:  as  yet  not  marked  by  the  blood- 
stained hand  of  the  murderer,  the  footsteps  of 
the  midnight  incendiary,  the  sack  of  our  cities, 
the  conflagration  of  ruined  towns  and  smoking 
villages,  but  still  we  are  in  the  midst  of  a  revo- 
lution; and  I,  for  one,  thank  my  God  that  it  is  so. 
It  is  a  revolution  in  public  opinion,  spreading 
far  and  wide  over  this  devoted  land,  carrying 
chilling  fear  and  wild  dismay  to  the  hearts  of 
those  who  have  caused  it  by  the  abuse  of  a  pub- 
lic trust  committed  to  their  administration  forthe 
public  good.  There  is  not  a  mail  that  arrives  in 
this  city,  that  does  not  bring  to  us  evidence  of 
the  fact;  there  is  not  a  breeze  that  blows  through 
these  Halls  but  is  fraught  with  the  cries  and 
groans  of  the  distressed;  and  whether  those  cries 
be  senseless  cries,  and  those  groans  the  evidence 
of  the  agony  of  some  expiring  and  hopeless  sin- 
ner,, or  the  cries  and  groans  of  great  pecuniary 
distress  or  pinching  want,  a  shore,  a  very  short, 
time  will  develop. 

Sir,  that  benumbing  and  Jethargetic  slumber 
into  which  the  people  were  thrown  by  their  too 
grateful  and  too  indulgent  confidence,  is  gone 
off.  They  are  awake.  They  have  awakened 
from  the  deep  and  fatal  illusion.  The  lion  has 
been  suddenly  aroused  from  his  lair.  The 
Douglass  has  been  brarded  in  his  hall;  and,  de- 
pend on  it,  sir,  that  you  will  not  be  able  to  put 
down  the  one,  or  argue  the  other  into  tame  and 
quiet  submission.  Sir,  unless  this  wretched, 
this  ruinous  policy  is  changed,  speedily  chang- 
ed, all,  all  the  advisers,  and  actors  in  it  will,  in 
all  time  to  come,  receive  the  merited  scorn  of 
those  who  will  come  after  us,  as  they  will  cer- 
tainly receive,  and  are  now  receiving,  the  curs- 
es, loud  and  deep,  of  those  whose  fortunes  they 
have  overthrown,  whose  fair  prospects  and  flat- 
tering hopes  they  have  so  cruelly  blighted. 
Sir,  for  the  present,  I  shall  forbear  any  fur- 


ther remarks  on  thi*  vexatious  and  much  deba- 
ted subject,  but  will  crave  the  indulgence  of  the 
Senate  to  read  one  or  two  extracts  from  letters 
received  very  recently  from  two  valued  friends 
and  intelligent  correspondents.  The  first  is 
from  one  of  the  most  extensive  and  skilful  mer- 
chants in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  whose  char- 
acter for  probity,  honor,  and  intelligence,  is  not 
exceeded  by  any  man,  any  where.  Mr.  W.  then 
read  the  following: 

"New  Orleans,  Feb.  7,  1834. 

"Dear  Sir:  We  have  all  been  most  anxiously 
looking  to  Washington,  day  after  day  and  week 
after  week,  in  hopes  that  Congress,  by  some 
prompt  and  decisive  measures,  would  relieve  us 
from  the  pfeteent  embarrassing  situation  in  which 
we  are  placed  by  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
and  the  consequent  measures  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  but  1  begin  to  despair  that  any 
thing  will  be  done  until  it  is  too  late,  as  the  evil 
is  daily  increasing,  and  will  soon  be  beyond  the 
power  of  Congress  to  remedy  The  pressure  in 
our  money  market  is  pretty  severe,  but,  so  far 
as  I  can  learn,  is  not  by  anr  means  equal  to 
what  exists  in  the  northern  cities;  and,  were  it 
nothing  but  the  scarcity  of  mog^v  here  that  we 
had  to  contend  with,  we  could  and  would  soon 
remedy  that  in  the  natural  course  of  business, 
but  unfortunately  we  are  directly  affected  by  the 
situation  of  affairs  at  the  North ,  in  the  suspen- 
sion of  orders  for  our  produce,  the  refusal  of  the 
northern  houses  to  grant  the  usual  facilities  in 
consequence  of  the  difficulties  of  negociating, 
and  their  declining  even  to  receive  consignments 
of  produce  when  advances  are  required ,  even 
where  those  advances  are  made  in  drafts  of  sixty 
and  ninety  days!  This  is  the  state  of  affairs, 
without  precedent  in  my  recollection,  and  you 
can  form  no  idea  how  it  has  paralyzed  our  com- 
mercial operations  this  season,  and  what  severe 
losses  it  has  occasioned  to  this  quarter,  not  only 
by  the  depression  of  the  prices  of  our  staples, 
but  in  various  other  obvious  ways. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  recently 
recommenced  the  purchase  of  hills  on  England, 
which  they  took  at  par,  (the  mere  circumstance 
of  bills  on  London  being  at  par  speaks  vo- 
lume*,) but  have  within  a  few  days  again  ceas- 
ed, and  it  now  only  requires  that  they  should 
refuse  buying  bills  on  the  North,  (and  which  I 
daily  fear  may  be  the  case,)  to  clap  the  climax 
of  our  troubles  Sucli  a  step  would  prostrate 
every  thin?,  and  I  really  believe  it  would  cause 
cotton,  sugar,  and,  indeed  all  produce  on ,  sale 
here,  to  decline  25  per  cent,  below  the  pre- 
sent rate9.  The  State  banks  (which  it  was  so 
confidently  boasted  could  supply  the  place  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States)  are  not  one  of 
them  in  a  situation  to  take  one  dollar  of  ex- 
change on  the  North,  and  the  only  outlet  for 
which  is  the  Branch  Bank,  which  buys  100  a 
$150,000  daily;  and 'if  that  amount  of  supply 
was  cut  off  from  our  merchants,  what  possible 
means  could  they  substitute  to  make  purchases 
or  raise  money?  On  the  Western  States,  the 
bank  does  not  buy,  except  under  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances, and  the  consequence  is,  that  bills 
on  Louisville,  at  sixty  days,  can  be  bought  at  6 
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a  7  per  cent,  discount.  The  bank  rate,  when 
they  bought,  was  2  per  cent.  Who  pays  the 
difference  of"  5  per  cent.  ?  Of  course  the  com- 
munity— the  farmers  and  purchasers  of  western 
produce  pay  it  into  the  pockets  of  brokers ; 
and  these  farmers  of  Ohio,  &c-  are  the  ones 
who  cry  "Hurra  for  Jackson!"  and  "Down 
with  the  Bank!''  If  ever  an  institution  deserv- 
ed the  name  of  the  "  People's  Bank,"  it  is  the 
present  Bank  of  the  United  States.  It  is  they 
who  will  suffer  by  its  destruction,  and  the 
Wealthy  men  who  will  gain  by  it.  If  the  thing1 
could  be  accomplished  without  a  total  derange- 
ment of  the  currency,  I  should  say,  let  this 
charter  expire  and  create  a  new  bank,  as  I  con- 
fess that  I  never  could  see  that  the  present 
stockholders  have  any  peculiar  claim  to  have 
five,  six  or  ten  million  of  dollars  put  into  their 
pockets  by  a  renewal.  It  is,  however,  on  the 
score  of  the  distress  and  ruin  that  would  follow 
any  other  plan,  that  I  so  strongly  wish  a  re- 
newal of  this  charter ;  but,  if  this  cannot  be 
accomplished,  and  I  presume  it  cannot,  while 
king  Andrew  reigns,  how  would  it  answer  to 
extend  the  charter  two  or  three  years,  Congress 
to  resume  the  right  of  creating  a  new  bank,  to 
go  into  operation  in  1836,  and  thus,  for  the  two 
or  three  years  that  the  present  charter  was  ex- 
tended, both  institutions  should  be  in  operation 
together,  and  one  gradually  taking  the  place'of 
the  other,  so  that  the  transfer  of  the  business 
and  the  winding  up  of  the  present  bank  be 
made  without  that  shock  which  must  otherwise 
occur  ?  All  parties,  I  believe,  agree  that  we 
must  have  a  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  if 
any  one  now  says  that  we  can  get  along  safely 
without  a  national  institution,  the  sooner  his 
head  is  shaved  and  he  is  sent,  to  a  lunatic  asy- 
lum the  better.  As  regards  the  conduct  of  the 
bank  here,  I  do  not  think  *hey  are  open  to  cen- 
Bure.  As  to  the  extent  of  their  accommoda- 
tion^ they  have  four  millions  under  discount, 
and  do  not  intend  to  reduce  lower  than  that 
sum,  and  which  is  a  full  share  for  New-Ovleans  ; 
besides  which,  they  have  nearly  or  quite  as 
much  in  domestic  exchange,  bought  from  our 
merchants,  and  which  they  continue  to  take 
freely  at  fair  rates."  *  •  *  * 

"There  is  no  doubt  but  that  theiefusal  of  the 
Bjanch  to  deal  in  Western  exchange  has  caused 
more  or  less  inconvenience  here,  but  I  have  not 
spoken  with  any  one  here  (except  one  or  two 
red-hot  politicians,  whose  judgments  is  so  warp- 
ed that  they  are  hardly  compos-mentis,)  who  pre- 
tend to  say  that  the  bank  coulddo  otherwisethan 
they  have  done,  and  no  one  pretends  to  assert 
that  the  Branch,  here  is  the  cause  of  the  present 
distress;  it  arises  from  various  causes,  but  prin- 
cipally from  the  state  of  affairs  at  the  North— 
and  what  the  latter  arises  from,  I  leave  you,who 
are  upon  the  spot  to  decide. 
Hon.  G.  H.  >^aggaman,  Washington." 

New  Orleans,  ISth  Feb.  1834. 
"Dear  Sir :  I  dread  the  commencement  of  fail- 
ures, for  if  once  they  begin,  I  fear  it  will  soon  be 
rio  disgrace  to  stop  payment,  as  it  will  become 
so  genera}, 


"Several  of  our  banks  have  their  checks  on 
Philadelphia  and  New  York  coming  back  un- 
der protest,  with  10  per  cent  damages.  The  Qi- 
rard  Bank,  in  the  very  face  of  their  agreement 
with  the  City  Bank»have  dishonored  upwards  of 
21,000  dollars  of  the  tatter's  checks,  and  write 
as  an  excuse,  that  the  Government  deposites, 
and  the  expected  drafts  of  tin  Treasury,  have 
been  the  means  of  hampering  them  so  much,  that 
they  have  been  obliged  to  refuse  all  th<:  facilities 
they  had  promised  to  their  correspondents  ! !-- 
Treasury  funds  already  hampering  them!  What 
will  they  say  when  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States 
refuses  to  receive  their  Branch  notes,  and  they 
(the  pet  banks)  are  thus  obliged  to  collect  the 
revenue  in  uticurrent  paper,  and  pay  out  good 
money  upon  the  Government  checks  upon 
them? 
"Hon.  Geo.  A.  Waggaman,  Washington." 

"New  Orleans,  Feb.  26,   1834. 

"Dear  Sir  :  I  have  nothing  new  to  communi- 
cate except  that  the  greatest  distress  pervades 
every  part  of  the  community.  Men,  who  are  per- 
fectly solvent,  are  daily  protested,  and,  unless 
something  is  done,  and  that  speedily,  the  whole 
country  will  be  in  a  state  of  bankruptcy.  It  is 
known  that  there  is  more  specie  now  in  the  city, 
than  there  has  been  foi  the  last  fivo  years,  and 
yet  not  a  bank  will  discount,  nor  will  the  best 
paper  command  the  ready  at  2  1-2  perce.it. 

"All  eyes  are  anxiously  turned  towards  Wash- 
ington (I  mean  the  city)  for  relief,and  trust  that  it 
will,ere  long,  como  in  a  more  welcome  shape  than 
Mr.  Such-a-one's  speech  on  the  removal  of  the 
deposites.  Youi*s,  truly. 

"G.  A.  Waggama*." 

I  move  you.  sir,  that  the  resolutions  and  me- 
morial be  read,  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  PORTER,  of  Louisiana,  then  rose.  I  am 
aware  (said  he)  of  the  difficulty  there  is  at  this 
late  period,  of  fixing  the  attention  of  the  Senate., 
on  any  particular  portion  of  the  '•ommunity  who 
appeal  to  it  for  relief.  We  are  so  constituted  by 
nature,  that  objects  which  strike  the  mind  vivid- 
ly, when  first  presented,  lose  nearly  all  power 
of  affecting  us  by  frequent  repetition.  The  fair- 
est prospect  which  nature  offers  to  the  eye  ceas- 
es to  charm  the  observer,  who  looks  upon  it  every 
day  of  his  life.  Continued  appeals  to  our  sym- 
pathy destroy  the  effect  the  first  claim  on  it  pro- 
duced, and  end  by  making  us  comparatively  in- 
different to  the  objects  by  which  these  appeals 
are  elicited.  So  the  Senate,  who,  at  the  com- 
mencement ot  this  session,  were  struck  first  with 
astonishment,  and  then  with  dismay,  at  the  nu- 
merous memorials  which  flowed  in  upon  us  from 
all  quarters,  depicting  the  distress  which  perva- 
ded the  country,  now  hears  them  read,  not  with 
perfect  indifference — I  will  not  do  it  the  injustice 
to  say  so — but  certainly  with  a  feeling  some- 
thing approaching  to  satiety.  Day  after  day, 
sir,  we  come  to  this  hall,  with  an  assured  con- 
viction that  we  shall  find  one  or  more  appeals . 
from  the  people,  containing  representations  of 
the  pressure  in  the  money  market,  the  distress 
which  is  attendant  on  it,  and  the  ruin  which  it 
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threatens.  The  same  unvarying  tale  of  wo> 
scarcely  modified  by  the  different  circumstances 
in  which  the  petitioners  are  placed,  continually 
assail  our  ears,  and  fall  on  them  without  convey- 
ing any  distinct  image  to  the  mind  ;  until  finally 
we  have  reached  this  condition  of  things,  that 
those  who  think  no  relief  can  be  given,  are  fati- 
gued to  hear  it  asked  for;  while  those  who  think 
it  can  be  given,  that  it  ought  to  be  given,  but 
who  despair  of  seeing  it  gi^pn,  conclude  that  the 
people  need  not  look  here;  that  they  must  look  to 
home  for  redress  ;  that  they  must  act  through 
the  ballot  box,  if  they  wish  to  be  relieved  from 
the  evils  of  bad  government. 

Yet,  sensible  as  I  am  of  these  disadvantages, 
I  am  unwilling  to  let  this  memorial  be  referred, 
without  saying  something  Whit  h  may  possibly 
awaken  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  co  i- 
dition  of  those  who  sent  it  here.  In  addition  to 
the  document  which  my  colleague  presented,  as 
emanating  from  a  public  meeting,  I  held  sir,  in 
my  hand  a  memorial,  signed  by  a  large  number 
of  very  respectable  persons  in  New  Orleans. — 
The  names  to  it  were  obtained  by  carrying  it 
round,  and  presenting  it  to  those  who  might  be 
desirous  of  signing  it.  And  it  is  proper  I  should 
state  why  two  representations  so  nearly  alike 
should  come  from  the  same  city  at  the  same 
time.  When  that  last  mentioned  was  in  a  course 
of  signature,  there  were  many  persons  who  did 
not  consider  it  the  most  eligible  mode  of  ascer- 
taining the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  New  Or- 
leans on  the  great  question  now  agitating  the 
country.  They  thought,  whether  correctly  or 
not  need  not  be  inquired  int»,  that  such  a  mode 
was  open  to  the  objection  of  the  signers  having 
yielded  to  the  solicitations  of  those  wl  o  presen- 
ted the  paper  to  them.  And  they  particularly 
objected,  because  it  did  not  furnish  the  means 
by  which  the  strength  of  the  party  opposed  .to 
the  sentimenls  contained  in  it  could  be  known 
They  therefore  called  a  public  meeting,  a;  which 
every  one  might  attend,  and  give  all  the  effect 
in  his  power  to  the  opinions  he  might  entertain. 
That  meeting  was  held,  and  its  proceedings 
have  been  just  laid  before  you  by  my  colleague. 

1  desire,  then,  to  say,  sir,  that  the  memorial 
which  has  been  offered  to  you  is  entitled  to  the 
consideration  of  this  body,  because  it  comes 
from  a  very  large  portion  of  the  population  of  an 
industrious,  an  enligh'ened,  and  an  eminently 
commercial  city.  The  secretary  of  the  meeting, 
himself  a  person  of  great  respectability,  writes 
me  that  it  was  the  largest  public  assembly  ever 
witnessed  by  him  in  that  place,  and  the  other  ad- 
vices which  have  reached  me  and  my  colleague 
speak  of  it  as  most  numerously  attended  It 
was  composed  of  all  classes  and  conditions  of 
society,  from  the  merchant,  whose  annual  tians- 
actio:is  are  to  be  estimated  by  millions,  to  the 
tradesman,  whose  daily  labor  procures  subsist- 
ence for  himself  and  family,  and  it  embraced  all 
the  intelligence  which  lies  at  these  extremes,  and 
between  them. 

It  is  entitled  to  consideration,  sir,  for  another 
reason:  It  was  largely  composed  of  that  political 
party  called  Jacksonmen.  I  make  this  remark, 
having   fresh  in  my  recollection  the  censure  be- 


stowed by  I  he  Senator  from  Virginia,  a  few  days 
since,  on  the  habit  of  prevailing  here  of  announc- 
ing such  a  fact  on  the  presentation  of  a  memorial. 
SirJ  heartly  agree  with  that  honorable  Senator, 
that  the  practice  tends  somewhat  to  bring  peti- 
tioning into  disrespect.  And  so,  sir,  unfortunate- 
ly, does  party  spirit,  in  all  its  excessess,  tend  to 
weaken,  and  bring  into  disrespect,  every  thing 
valuable  in  the  institutions  we  prize  so  highly. 
But  it  is  inseparable  from  them,  and  we  must 
take  men  as  they  are,  with  their  passions  and 
their  prejudices,  and  deal  with  them  as  we  find 
them,  when  we  cannot  make  them  better.— 
Now,  sir,  I  observed,  for  some  time  after  memo- 
rials were  presented  to  us  on  this  subject,  that 
the  existence  of  the  distress  expressed  in  them 
was  denied,  and  it  was  confidently  asserted  that 
they  were  got  up  for  political  effect.  That  tone, 
it  is  true,  is  now  changed,  but  I  am  afraid  their 
is  still  a  suspicion  lurking  in  the  minds  of  some 
of  my  honorable  friends  on  the  other  side,  that  po- 
litical feeling  may  somewhat  tinge  the  unwel- 
come complaints  they  so  often  hear.  When, 
therefore  we  can  persent  them  the  result  of  a 
meeting,  composed  of  their  own  friends,  we  take 
from  them  all  pretext  for  saying,  that  it  is  the  re- 
sult of  prejudice,  and  got  up  for  political  objects. 
And  when  composed,  as  here,  of  both  the  politi- 
cal parties,  it  i3  of  more  weight  than  when  com- 
posed of  either.  For  if,  on  the  one  side,  there  is 
"nothing  extenuated,"  we  are  sure  that,  on  the 
other,  "naught  is  set  down  in  malice."  Then, 
sir,  the  Senate  must  be  convinced  that  it  can  be 
no  common  condition  of  affairs,  but  a  very  un- 
common one,  which  makes  men,  who  agree  in 
nothing  else,  join  in  the  representation  that  there 
is  great  d  stress  in  the  city ,  and  that  it  should 
be  represented  to  Congress. 

And,  sir.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  dis- 
tress must  be  pungent  and  searching,  which 
brings  men,  so  opposite  in  their  opinions,  on  the 
same  ground,  and,  when  there,  makes  them 
unite.  Had  any  one,  sir,  told  me  when  I  left 
New  Orleans,  that,  two  months  after  my  depar- 
ture, an  assemblage  composed  of  these  two 
parties  would,  have  met  there  and  requested  me 
to  vote  for  a  recharter  of  the  present  bank,  I 
should  have  given  no  more  credence  to  the 
statement  than  I  would  have  done  to  the  prophe- 
cy, that,  within  the  same  space  of  time,  two  of 
the  great  sects  of  Christianity  had,  upon  mutual 
consultation,  surrendered  their  respective  opin- 
ions, and  agreed  on  a  common  creed.  For,  sir, 
it  did  so  happen,  that  this  very  bank  question 
entered  into  the  late  election  which  made  me  a 
member  of  this  House,  and  among  my  other  de- 
merits it  was  charged  on  me,  that  I  was  a  bank 
advocate.  Indeed,  some  of  my  Jackson  friends 
told  me,  that  this  was  the  very  "  head  and  front 
of  my  offending."  Now,  sir,  to  find  these  same 
persons,  within  so  short  a  space  of  time,  uniting 
in  a  requisition  on  me  to  sustain  this  institution, 
is  a  circumstance  too  remarkable  not  to  excite 
attention. 

I  wish,  sir,  not  to  be  misunderstood.  I  trust  no 
one  believes  that  I  feci  any  gratification  at  this 
change,  because  it  is  evidence  of  the  triumph  of 
my  opinions :  or  still  less  that  I  mark  it  as  a  proot 
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of  weakness  in  the  highly  intelligent  and  most 
respectable  individuals,  who  think  differently  on 
this  subject  from  what  they  did  some  time  since. 
Far,  very  far  from  me,  is  any  such  thought  or 
purpose.  There  is  nothing  I  contemn  more  in 
others  than  the  odious  practice  of  rpoting  a 
man's  opinions  at  one  time  of  his  life,  and  setting 
them  up  with  a  sneer  against  his  latter  conclu 
sions,  in  order  to  prove  his  want  of  wisdom  or 
want  of  integrity  ;  as  if  a  man  was  never  to  be- 
come wiser ;  as  if  the  moment  when  his  first 
opinions  were  formed,  was  to  be  that  at  which  he 
was  to  stand  still,  and  to  cease  all  improvement 
for  the  rest  of  his  life :  as  if  he  was  ever  to  shut 
hia  eyes  against  light,  because  he  was  once  blind. 
I  note  the  circumstance  for  a  quite  different  pur- 
pose. I  draw  a  very  different  moral  from  it.  1 
infer,  and  I  am  sure  the  Senate  will  coincide  with 
me,  that  the  evil  effects  which  result  from  the 
attempt  to  prevent  a  recharter  of  the  United 
States  Bank,  must  have  shown  themselves  in 
New  Orleans  in  a  most  striking  and  convincing 
aspect,  to  have  induced  this  change  of  opinion.  I 
press  on  the  Senate  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  of 
the  force  of  the  evidence  which  induced  these  men 
to  abandon  their  prepossessions,  honestly  and 
sincerely  entertained,  and  come  to  conclusions 
totally  varient  from  those  which  they  formerly 
reached  on  this  subject.  And,  sir,  I  feel,  that  if 
all  the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  really 
think  as  these  memorialists  now  do,  and  once 
thought  as  they  did,  would  only  have  the  same 
magnanimity  to  acknowledge  their  errors,  that 
the  country  would  be  soon  relieved  from  the  evils 
»inder  which  it  a  present  suffers. 

The  memorial  before  you  is  entitled  to  great 
consideration,  for  another  reason.  It  is  not  of- 
fered to  you  until  after  the  evils  produced  by  the 
late  measures  of  the  Government  had  been  suf- 
fered, lor  a  considerable  time,  without  remon- 
strance or  complaint.  When  men  endure  long 
without  murmuring,  you  may  be  certain,  when 
their  cries  do  at  last  burst  forth,  that  they  are 
sincere,  and  wrung  from  them  by  the  intensity 
of  their  sufferings.  The  mercantile  community 
of  New  Orleans,  sir,  is  composed  principally  of 
emigrants  from  Europe  and  our  sister  States. — 
Men  who,  originally  posessing  an  ardent  and 
sanguine  temper,  have  been  ,  carried  far  from 
their  native  homes,  ia  search  6f  fortune.  Per- 
sons of  this  cast  of  character  are  not  readily  dis- 
couraged, nor  apt  to  look  on  the  dark  side  of 
things.  When,  therefore,  this  storm  burst  on 
them,  their  opinions,  obedient  to  their  strong 
hopes,  induced  them  to  believe  it  would  soon 
pass  over ;  and  being  told,  from  this  and  other 
high  places,  that  it  was  temporary,  they  bore  the 
pressure  with  patience.  It  was  not  until  the  dis- 
tress became  so  acute  they  could  bear  it  no  lon- 
ger— it  was  not  until,  to  U6e  their  own  empha- 
tic language,  "ruin^was  impending  over  them,1' 
that  they  thought  of  coming  here.  The  Senate 
may  credit  me  when  I  say,  that  this  is  no  hasty 
measure,  taken  up  on  the  spur  of  the  occasion.  It 
is  the  expression  of  the  calm,  deliberate  convic- 
tions of  sagacious  men,  prompted  by  the  strongest 
of  motives  to  look  closely  and  deeply  into  the  cau- 
se's which  have  occasioned  so  great  a  change  in 


their   prosperity    within    so     short   a    period. 

And,  sir,  in  addition  to  these  reasons,  there  is 
yet  another  which  exacts  an  attentive  ear  to  all  the 
statements  which  this  portion  of  my  constituents- 
make  to  you;  though  I  admit  this  reason  is  not 
peculiar  to  this  memorial^  but  common  to  all  re-, 
presentations  which  come  from  merchants.  Let 
Senators  reflect  for  one  moment,  and  they  must 
feel  that  the  alarm  must  be  great,  and  the  pres-i 
sure  dreadful,  when  men,  whose  prosperity  is  so 
deeply  connected  withjthe  maintenance  of  confi- 
dence, come  forward  and  acknowledge  that  there 
are  causes  to  impair  that  confidence.  Credit, 
sir,  is  the  commereial  life  of  men  of  business,  and 
they  never  do  any  thing,  they  can  avoid,  to  im- 
pair it.  Can  it  be  supposed  for  one  moment,, 
that  persons  so  circumstanced  would  proclaim 
to  the  world  that  there  were  reasons  to  dfstrust 
the  ability  of  the  community  m  which  they  lived, 
to  meet  the  storm,  if  they  were  not  impelled  by 
stern  necessity  to  do  so  ?  Rely  upon  it,  nothing" 
else  could  induce  Them  to  acknowledge  what 
men  of  their  pursuits  above  all  things  desire  to. 
conceal 

And,  sir,  there  are  reasons  which  address, 
themsi  Ives  with  peculiar  force  to  Senators  »e- 
presenting  States  which  lie  in  the  va'Iey  of  the 
Mississippi,  to  give  their  aid  to  forward  the  ob- 
jects the  memorialists  have  in  view.  I  pray 
them  to  recollect  that  New  Orleans  is  not  alone 
the  capital  of  one  State,  but  of  the  whole  of  that 
country  which  is  watered  by  the  river  on  whose 
banks  it  is  built,  and  that  whatever  injures  us, 
must  affect  the  whole  population  of  that  vast  re- 
gion. There  is  their  market,  there  they  must 
seek  for  responsible  agents  to  sell,  and  there 
must  find  purchasers,  if  they  find  them  at  all. 
With  our  commercial  community  they  have 
heretofore  maintained  a  direct,  active  and  most 
profitable  intercourse.  With  the  presnt  state 
of  tnings  all  this  must  soon  cease;  fr  the  dis- 
tress now  pervading  our  city  will  as  assuredly 
travel  up  the  river  as  its  waters  now  Sow  down 
to  us.  There  is  not  a  farmer  in  the  States  of 
Ohio,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Illinois,  Indiana, 
and  Missouri,  who  will  not  feel  the  pressure  in 
New  Orleans,  in  the  diminished  value  of  his 
wheat,  corn,  pork,  and  all  the  other  produc- 
tions which  he  takes  to  market;  not  a  merchant 
residing  in  those  States  who  will  not  sympathize 
with,  and  be  affected  by,  any  check  given  to 
our  prosperity. 

I  intend  to  make  other  observations,  but  the 
remarks  of  my  colleague  render  them  unnecessa- 
ry, and  the  hcor,  is  already  past,  which ,  by  the 
ordinary  practice  of  the  Senate,  is  devoted  to  the 
special  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  the  reference  made  to 
him  by  his  friend  from  Louisiana,  at  his  side, 
gave  him  a  fair  occasion,  for  which  he  had  been 
anxiously  looking  for  several  days,  to  correct 
an  error  he  had  committed  about  a  fortnight 
since. 

Speaking  of  the  condition  of  the  money  mar- 
ket of  Augusta,  Georgia,  he  had  spoken  of  the 
prices  of  stock  and  produce  as  at  their  usual 
rate,  and  had  mentione.d  that  the  bank  of  Au- 
gusta, with  a  capital  of  600,000  dollars,  having 
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authority  to  double  it,  had  sold  the  extra  stock 
at  a  profit  of  twenty  per  cent.  Mr.  P.  had  no 
information  contradictory  of  this  statement,  ex- 
cept as  to  the  last  particular.  The  bank  had 
authority  to  double  i's  capital,  but  had  made 
no  effort  to  do  so.  He  had  been  misled  by  an 
account  of  the  sales  at  auction  of  a  portion  of 
the  stock  of  lhat  bank  at  the  rate  of  advance, 
and  supposed  it  to  be  the  whole  additional  stock 
of  the  bank,  which  was  sold  at  twenty  per  ct. 
premium.  It  still  bore  that  premium,  according 
to  the  last  prices  current  of  he  city?  but  no 
such  sale  of  double  the  capital  stock  had  occur- 
red. 

In  speaking  of  the  condition  of  the  Southern 
States  he  had  not  intended  to  embrace  New. 
Orleans:  that  State  is  so  identified  with  the 
west,  that  we  speak  of  it  as  western  or  south- 
western. From  the  character  of  the  business 
of  that  city,  no  doubt  the  pressure  there  was 
great.  It  was  done  extensively  on  credit  and 
by  exchanges.  These  being  deranged,  neces- 
sarily affected  the  business  of  the  city.  Mr.  F. 
wished  to  God  he  had  the  power  to  relieve  the 
distress;  it  would  not  be  ,of  long  continuance  if 
he  had:  yet  he  could  not  but  hope  it  was  exag- 
gerated. One  statement  in  the  memorial  gave 
grounds  for  this  hope.  In  estimating  the  loss 
sustained  by  the  pressure,  the  memorial,  after 
establishing,  no  doubt  fairly  as  the  signers  of  it 
believed,  that  it  amounted  to  eight  dollars  per 
bale  of  cotton,  they  calculate  the  loss  is  $4,000, 
000 — five  hundred  thousand  bales  being  the  es 
timate  of  the  whole  crop  of  cotton  of  the  States 
of  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  and  Ten 
nessee;  and  here  it  must  be  obvious  that  this 
calculation  is  inaccurate.  The  loss  can  fall  only 
on  the  cotton  yet  in  the  market  on  this  side  the 
Atlantic.  That  which  was  shipped  before  Jan- 
uary last,  certainly  cannot  be  properly  taken 
into  the  calculation.  What  portion  of  the  crop 
of  the  States  mentioned  had  been  shipped  be- 
fore January,  he  could  not  tell,  but  this  he 
knew,  from  the  ports  of  Charleston,  Savannah, 
and  New  Orleans,  between  sixty  and  seventy 
thousand  bales  of  cotton  had  been  shipped,  on 
the  last  quarter  of  the  past  year,  more  than  there 
had  been  during  the  same  period  of  the  pre- 
ceding year.  How  it  was  elsewhere,  Mr.  F. 
could  not  say.  In  Georgia,  the  planters,  stim- 
ulated by  the  good  prices  with  which  the  mar- 
ket opened,  liad  hurried  their  produce  into 
market,  an  operation  in  which  they  had  been 
favored  by  an  unusually  fine  season.  The  larg- 
er part  of  their  crops  being  sold  early,  at  good 
prices,  comparatively,  they  were  now  easy  in 
their  money  matters,  and  were  holding  the  resi 
due  of  their  crops,  with  a  reasonable  hope  of 
bett  r  prices  in  a  short  time. 

Having  corrected  his  own  errors,  he  might  be 
pardoned  for  reverting  to  those  of  otliers.  In  the 
course  of  discussion,  some  time  since,  the  Senator 
from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Chambers,)  not  now  in 
his  seal,  and  the  Senator  from  Maine  over  the 
way,  (Mr.  Sphague,)  had  spoken  of  the  draw  for 
specie  made  on  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United 
States  at  Savannah,  and  had  supposed  it  to  be 
connected  with  a  plan  in  connexion  with  the  Go 


vernment  to  injure  the  credit  of  (he  Bank  of  the 
jUnited  States,  or  else  as  a  scheme  to  reduce  the 
price  of  the  stocks  in  order  to  enable  the  house 
in  New  York,  who  was  supposed  to  have  made 
large  contracts  for  delivery  at  a  coming  day,  to 
comply  with  those  contracts  at  a  profitable  rate. 
What  occurred  in  this  chamber,  bting,  as  usual, 
very  roughly  reported,  had  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  house  in  Augusta,  by  whom  the  specie 
had  been  draw  at  Savannah— and  he  begged 
permission,  in  justice  to  them,  to  read  a  letter 
just  received,  addressed  to  his  colleague  (Mr. 
King)  and  himself. 

"At  this  time  of  general  excitement  in  the 
community  on  money  affairs,  it  is  a  matter  of  no 
small  regret  to  us,  to  see  our  names  thrust  before 
the  public,  coupled  with  a  transactions,  in  itself 
a  "fair  business  transaction,"  but  misrepresented 
and  distorted  into  every  and  any  shape,  to  suit 
the  views  of  partisan  politicians.  We  allude  to 
the  draw  of  specie  made  by  us  on  the  United 
States  Branch  Bank  in  Savannah,  in  November 
last.  The  simple  and  incontrovertible  facts  are 
these :  The  act  of  our  Legislature  prohibiting 
the  circulation  of  all  notes  under  fives,  went 
into  operation  early  in  the  fall.  The  sudden 
withdrawal  of  over  600,000  dollars  of  small 
notes,  created  a  vacuum  in  our  circulation, 
which  had  to  be  supplied,  in  a  great  measure, 
by  specie,  instanter.  You  are  well  aware  that 
we  have  large  operations  in  specie,  and  perhaps 
know,  that  we  have,  for  years  past,  been  in  the 
habit  of  contracting  with  banks  to  suppy  them. 
In  this  instance  we  are  applied  to  for  specie  by 
no  less  than  nine  different  banks  in  the  space  of 
eight  ?or  ten  days.  We  made  such  contracts 
to  deliver  to  these  banks  the  amount  they  want- 
ed, as  we  deemed  to  our  interest.  We  then 
contracted  with  Mr.  G.  B.  Lamar,  for  the  freight 
of  the  specie  from  Savannah  to  Augusta.  AH 
this  was  done  before  a  dollar  o&  specie  was 
drawn. 

"  When  we  drew  the  specie  we  did,not  'offer 
the  bank  to  take  a  check  on  the  North  in  lieu 
of  the  silver.'  Neither  did  we  ask  the  bank  or 
cashier  •  to  permit  us  to  make  a  special  depos- 
ite  of  the  specie.'  The  bank  had  not-silver 
enough  to  pay  the  whole  amount,  (3J4.000, ) 
and  begged  our  clerk  to  wait  until  •  hey  could 
send  and  get  §10,000  from  one  of  tie  local 
banks,  and  he  did  wait.'  The  specie  was  de- 
livered by  us  to  nine  different  banks  in  this 
State,  except  2~,700  Spanish  dollars,  which,  be- 
ing worth  3  or  4  per  cent,  prem  um  at  that  time 
in  New  York  was  shipped  to  our  house  at  that 
place.  Every  dollar  emp'oyed  in  the  draw  was 
o.'.r  own.  The  operation  was  entirely  and  ex- 
clusively our  own.  Our  New  York  house  knew 
nothing  of  the  transaction,  until  it  was  all  over. 
Not  one  dollar  of  the  notes  with  which  the 
draw  was  made  was  sent  to  us  from  New  York, 
or  any  other  place  out  of  the  State.  We  have 
never  had  a  simple  word  of  correspondence 
with  the  Executive,  the  Government,  or  any 
person  in  the  employ  of  the  Government,  rela- 
tive to  the  United  States  Bank,  the  draw  in 
question,)  or  any  thing  connected  wiih  it.  The 
only  correspondence  we  ever  had  with  any  per- 
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son  connected  with  the  Government,  was  with 
the  Assistant  Postmaster  General,  and  that  on 
business  relating  to  that  Department  exclusive- 
ly. Such  a  thing  as  political  effect  was  never 
intended  or  thought  of  by  us." 

The  Senate  had  now  information  about  that 
strangly  represented  transaction,  from  the  foun 
tain  liead.  Mr.  F.  hoped  ihe  Senators  who  had 
made  representations,  or  received  impressions, 
ut  variance  with  the  statement  made,  could  be 
satisfied  that  they  had  been  misled. 

Mr.  PORTER  said,  he  had  no  remarks  to 
make  upon  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.jSena 
tor  from  Georgia  in  relation  to  the  state  of  things 
there.  That  gent  eman  was,  no  doubt,  b-tter  in 
formed  than  he  Mr.  P.  could  be,  in  regard  to 
the  condition  of  his  own  State.  But,  while  this 
admission  was  cheerfully  made,  he  hoped  it 
would  be  conceded  to  him  that  he  knew  more 
of  the  situation  of  Louisiana,  than  the  honorable 
Senator  did.  The  opinions  of  theraemoridists 
were,  however,  entitled  to  more  weight  on 
this  mattery  than  either  the  Senator's  or  his  own. 
They  had  the  means  of  obtaining  correct  in- 
formation, and  they  were  incapable  of  giving 
it  to  others,  in  a  different  shape  The  honora- 
ble Senator  had  supposed  the  memorialists  had 
fal  en  into  an  error,  in  estimating  the  loss  which 
would  be  sustained  on  the  cotton  shipped  from 
New  Orleans  this  year.  'I  hey  had  assumed  the 
quantity  to  be  500,000  bales,  and  calculated  the 
loss  on  the  whole  number  received  and  ship- 
ped, while  he  supposes  that  a  large  quantity 
must  have  been  sold  before  the  depression  in 
toe  market  took  place.  That  a  small  portio  i 
maybe  in  this  hypothesis,  is,  perhaps,  true, 
but  that  portion  is  notsufficeitly  large  to  makt 
a  change  in  the  estimation  worthy  of  noticing. 
The  depression  in  price  took  place  before  the 
first  January,  and,  from  the  lowness  of  the 
waters  which,  empty  into  tue  Mississippi,  no 
considerable  quantity  of  cotton  could  reach 
New  Orleans  before  the  fall  in  the  price  took 
place. 

While  up,  Mr.  P.  said,  he  would  barely  add 
an  observation  which  he  intended  to  make  before 
he  took  his  seat,  it  was  this:  that,  heavy  as  the 
loss  was,  which  the  agriculturists  of  the  valley  of 
the  Mississippi  this  year  would  sustain,  it  bore 
in  his  opinion  little  comparison  to  the  loss  that 
would  be  suffered  by  the  community  in  New  Or 


(the  largest)  of  loss,  which  had  been  omitted,  the 
loss  of  the  mercantile  community,  as  well  as  the 
lass  by  the  sudden  rise  of  interest  on  money, 
from  5,  to  20  and  30  per  cent;  and  by  the  reduc- 
tion in  the  price  and  demand  for  sugar.  He  sta- 
ted that  the  loss  of  Ins  colleague  on  this-last  arti- 
cle, for  the  present  season-,  was  §6,000,  and  his 
own  loss  $4,0'00         * 

The  memorial  was  now  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER,  from  the  Commit  ee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  to  which  the  subject  had  been 
referred,  reported  a  bill  providing  additional 
scrip  to  satisfy  outstanding  revolutionary  bounty 
land  warrants;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs,  to  which  the  same  had  been  refer- 
red, reported  the  bill  to  increase  and  regulate 
the  pay  of  Surgeons  and  Assistant  Surgeons  in 
the  Army  of  the  United  States,  without  amend- 
ment. l 

Mr.  BIBB  presented  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Madison  county,State 
of  Kentucky,  remonstrating  against  the  removal 
of  the  public  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  U. 
States,  as  a  gross  and  flagrant  usurpation  of 
power  on  the  part  of  the  executive;  which  were 
read,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BIBB  presented  the  petition  of  Theodore 
Barry,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  TIPTON  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry citizens  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  praying  for 
the  establishment  of  a  post  route,  whicfi  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  the  petit  on  of  Haswell  Bowles,  praying 
to  be  paid  for  horses  lost  in  the  last  Indian  cam- 
paign in  the  Northwest,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  Select  Committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  subject,  reported  a  b  11  for  the 
relief  of  the  late  Judges  of  the  Michgan  Terri- 
tory, which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER, 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  St  tes,  for  the  year  1834, 
was  taken  up,    and  twice  read  by  unanimous 


leans,  in  paying  an  excessive  interest  beyond:  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
what  they   would  have  paid,  had   this  change: nance. 

in  the  currency  not  have  taken  place.  He  would]  Mr.  MOORE,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
not  go  into  detail,  but  gentlemen  who  would  jlutionary  Claims,  reported  the  bdls  from  the 
consider  the  difference  between  six  percent,  and  .House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of  John 
eighteen  or  twenty-four,  and  think  of  the  sums  of  Pettit  and  or  Frederic  Raymer,  without  amend- 
money  required  for  only  one  half  of  the  necessi-  ment ;  also  the  bid  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth 
ties  of  a  large  commercial  city,  during  four  or  live  Robinson,  daughter  of  Lieut  Richard  Wild, 
months,  would  easily  perceive  the  force  and  truth  without  amendment. 

of  this  remark.  Mr.  KING,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 

Mr.  FORSYTH  showed  that  his  premises!  Affairs,  to  which  the  subject  had  been  referred, 
were  to  a  considerable  extent  taken  from  the  me- i  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
morial  from  New  Orleans.  repairs  of  the  Military  Road   to  Mars  Hill,  in 

Mr.JPORTER  again  insisted  thatthcgentleman!  Maine  ;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second 
was  mistaken  in  hisconclusions.  He  brought  for.  reading. 

ward  facts  staled  by  some  of  the  most  active  sup-  Mr.  M'KEAN  presented  the  petition  and 
porters  of  the  administration.  Ho  noticed  an  item  documents   of  Anne  Holland,  the  widow  of  a 
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Revolutionary  soldier.     Referred  to  the  Com" 
mittee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  RROWN,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims- 
to  which  the  subject  had  been  referred,  report- 
ed a  bill  for  the  velief  of  Don  Carlos  de  Hault 
de  Lassas,  which  was  .read  aiid  ordered  to  a 
second  r«  ndimg. 

The  resolution  authorising'  the  Committee  on 
'Pdblic  Lands  to  employ  a  Clerk  tia  record  its 
proceedings,  and  to  take  down  ffie  testimony 
that  may  be  given  before  them,  (was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  EWING  gave  ot<stice  that  he  would  to 
morrow,  or  at  the  earliest  day  thereafter  that 
the  business  of  the  Senate  permitted,  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  settle  and  establish  the 
northern  boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

The  bill  to  continue  the  .charter -of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  was  announced  from  the 
■Chair,  but  on  motion  of  Mr.  WEBS  i'ER,  it 
was  laid  on  the  table  till  to-morrow,  to  make 
way  fer  the  first 

SPECIAL   ORDER. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  concluded  his  remarks, 
•on  this  subjeat;  the  Reports  of  the  Secretary  of 
-the  Treasury  and  the  Committee  ion  Finance 
on  the  removal  of  the  depositee. 
•On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr.  CHILTON,  by  leave,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  John  M.  Cox,  praying  for  a  pension.; 
which  wa9ireferred  to  the  Comuiilitee  on  Inva- 
lid Pensions. 

Oil  motion  of  Mr-  CHILTON,  .bySeave,  the 
case  of  William  Legg,  presented  March  18th, 
1826},  was  .-.referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
from 'the  Senate,  entitled  "an  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  representatives  of  Hugh  McGennis,  de- 
ceased," made  a  report  in  writing  thereon;  said 
bill  wascommitt«d  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House. 

Mr .  ■£.  WHITTLESEY,  from  the  Committee 
■of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  *' an  act  for  the  relief  of 
ihe  widow. of  Clement  B.  Penrose"  made  a  re- 
port in  writing  thereon. 

Said  bill  was  committed  to  a  Oonmittee  of 
the  Whole  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SCHLEY,  The  Committee 

<on  Invalid  Pensions  was  discharged  from  the 

further  consideration  of  the  cases  of  Thomas 

Reynolds  and  Thomas  Morton;  andjthey  wej-e 

aid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MclNTIRE,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  John  Montgomery,  which  was  read  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ELISHA  WHITTLESEY,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  reported  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Claims  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing,   by  law,  for   referring  all  claims  for 


buildings  burnt  and  destroyed  by  the  enemy  du- 
ring the  late  war,  because  they  were  in  the  mili- 
tary occupation  of  the  United  States,  by  the  or- 
der of  an  officer  or  agent  of  the  United  States, 
as  places  of  deposite,  or  as  barracks,  to  the 
Third  Audi' or  of  the  Treasury  Department,  on 
principles  that  have  been  heretofore  prescribed 
in  the.  settlement  of  such  claims;  and,  that  they 
further  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing, 
by  law,  for  the  settlement  of  all  claims  arising: 
from  the  loss  of  property  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States,  by  contract  or  employ- 
ment, and  for  horses  lost  during  the  late,  war, 
with  the  Indians  commanded  by  Black  Hawk, 
on  such  principles  as  have  heretofore  been  pre- 
scribed in  such  cases. 

The  said  resolution  wa»  read  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

Mr.  EDWARD  EVERETT,  by  leave,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di- 
rected to  submit  to  this  House  any  information 
concerning  the  fortifications  proposed  to  be 
built  on  Castle  Island,  in  the  harbor  of  Boston, 
and  on  Throgs'  Point,  in  East  River,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  which  may  have  been  re- 
cently received  at  the  War  Department. 

The  House,  by  consent,  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  said  resolution,  and  agreed 
thereto. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY, 

The  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office,  which  accompanied  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  consideration  of  the  resolution  submitted 
hy  Mr.  Mardis,  was  resumed,  and  the  debate 
was  continued  until  the  close  of  the  hour  by  Mr. 
Burgess. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  trans- 
mitting duplicate  copies  of  a  Report  from  the 
Register  and  Receiver  of  the  Land  Office,  for 
the  District  of  St.  Stephens'  in  Alabama,  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  the  third  section  of  an  Act 
of  March  2d,  1 829,  which  letter  and  report  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  Re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the  claim 
of  the  heirs  of  Henry  Eckford,  which  report  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Wilde  continued  and  conluded  his  re- 
marks on  the  subje  t  of  the  removal  of  the  i 
poshes.     Hh?  speech  will  be  found  in  a  aw 
quent  number  of  the  Register. 

, e 

Thursbat,  March  20,  1834. 

SENATE. 

"  UNITED    STATES  BANK. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  subject 

of  granting  leave  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 

to   introduce  a  bill  to  continue,  for  six  years 

more,   the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 

States  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said,  it  was  not  his  purpose  to 
enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  great  principles 
involved  .in  the  passage  of  the  bill  upon  the  ta- 
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ble.  His  object  in  obtaining-  the  floor,  upon  a 
former  day,  had  been  to  reply,  to  some  thing's 
which  had  fallen  from  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Leigh)  and  to  notice  a  few 
remarks  made  by  the  honorable  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance, (Mr. Webster)  when 
he  offered  the'bill.  He  must,  he  said,  however 
be  permitted  to  congratulate  himself  that  the 
Senate  had  now  reached  what  he  had,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  considered  the 
true  question  before  Congress  and  the  country; 
the  question  of  "bank  or  no  bank;"  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  present  Bank  of  the  United 
States  should  be  rechartered  for  any  period  of 
time,  or  whether  any  National  Bank  should  be 
created  by  the  authority  of  Congress,  after  the 
expiration  of  the  charter  of  the  present  bank. 
These  questions,  he  considered,  must  be  involv- 
ed in  the  present  discussion;  and  he  must  be 
permitted  farther  to  congratulate  himself  that, 
as  to  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to 
pass  the  bill  now  under  consideration,  or  any 
bill  to  charter  a  bank  similar  to  that  now  exist- 
ing, the  opinions  of  the  honorable  Senator,  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Leigh)  and  his  own  perfectly  co- 
incided. The  honorable  Senator  did  not  be- 
lieve, nor  did  he  himself  believe, that  Congress 
possessed  any  such  power,  and  therefore,  so 
far  as  their  actien  was  concerned,  no  such  bank 
could  exist  after  the  year  1836,  when  the  char- 
ter of  the  present  bank  will  expire  by  its  own 
limitation. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  would  not  attempt  to  repeat 
the  arguments  which  the  honorable  Senator 
had  so  happily  used,  in  his  clear  and  sti  ong 
manner,  to  establish  the  correctness  of  their 
opinions.  Any  attempt  by  him  to  do  so  might 
weaken  what  had  been  so  well  and  so  concise- 
ly said  by  the  Senator;  but  he  would  detain  the 
Senate  to  add  one  view  of  this  subject,  which 
had  struck  his  mind  with  great  force.  Upon 
all  foimer  occasions,  when  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  charter  a  bank  had  been  under  discus- 
sion, reference  had  been  made  to  that  clause 
of  the  Constitution  winch  reads  in  the  following 
words : 

"The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  make  all 
laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for 
carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers 
vested  by  this  Constitution  in  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  department  or 
office  thereof." 

All,  Mr.  W.  s«i|',  as  he  uudt  vstood,  had 
former' y  argued  that  this  necessity  must  be 
shown  before  the  power  could  be  inferred; 
and.  he  l\;.d  also  understood  that  all  h;.d  admit- 
ted that  tins  constitutional  neceu-ity  must  be  a 
necessity  growing  oui  of  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
eminent,  and  not  out  of  ihe  wants  of  business, 
that  it  must  be  a  necessity  arising  from  the  col- 
lection, distribution,  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  revenues,  not  out  of  the  wants  of  tlie 
GOrtMuercial  interests,  the  mercantile  interests, 
the  m  ii  ufacturiiig  interests,  or  any  other  branch 
of  lab  i  and  enterprise;  that  it  must  be  a  neces 
stty  growing  out  of  the  wants  of  the- public 
treasury  and  the  administration  of  the  finances 
of  the  c  unt'y,  and  n  t  out  of  the  wants  of  the 


individual  citizens.  What,  Mr.  President, (said 
Mr.  W.)  have  we  heard  urged  as  constituting' 
this  necessity,  in  the  whole  course  of  this  de- 
bate, in  all  the  various  shapes -and  forms  in  which' 
it  has  been  carried  on  in  this  body  for  now  about, 
four  months?  The  wants  of  ordinary  business* 
the  demand  for  capital,  the  regulation  of  ex- 
changes, the  importance  of  a  uniform  paper 
currency;  not  the  wants  of  the  Treasury.  These 
last,  sir,  have  not  been  mentioned  in  ihe  com- 
parison, vwhiie  the  former  are  made  the  indispu- 
table evidence  that  a  bank  is  necessary.  Sir^. 
said  Mr.  W.,  the  watts  of  the  Treasury,  and. 
the  wants  of  the  Treasury  alone,  can  constitute- 
this  constitutional  necessity.  The  wants  of 
business  oannot  be  the  legitimate  subjects  of 
consideration  for  those  who  seek  to  derive  the 
power  to  charter  a  bank  from  this  provision  of 
the  Constitution.  He  said  he  was  one  ot those 
who  did  not  believe  that  any  power  whatever 
was  granted  to  Congress  by  this  provision,, 
much  less  the  power  to  charter  a  bank;  but  he 
must  believe  that  those  who  did  imply  such  a 
po*er  fn  m  it,  would,  at  least,  admit  the  necea-- 
sity  must  be  such  an  one  as  the  Constitution 
contemplated,  and  that  the  Constitution  could 
not  have  contemplated  any  oilur  than  a  neces- 
sity connected  with  the  collection,  distribution, 
and  disbursements  of  the  revenues  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, not  the  ordinary  necessities  of  trade 
and  exchange.  These  last  were  the  wants 
which  gentlemen  feared  the  State  wank*  could, 
not  supply,  though  they  we're  willing  to-engage 
to  collect  and  distribute  the  public  moneys  up- 
on the  same  terms  that  the  United  States  Bank 
had  done  it.  He  begged  the  Senate  to  look  at 
this  view  of  the  case  before  they  permitted  a 
necessity,  imaginary  or  real,  unknown  to  the 
Constitution*,  to.influence  their  action. 

But,  said  Mr.  W.,  the  honorable  Senator  and 
myself  have  no  difficulties  of  this  sort  to  con- 
tend with.  To  our  minds,  it  is  clear  that  the 
power  to  pass  this  bill  is  not  granted  by  the 
Constitution.  Having  come  to  this  conclusion, 
the  honorable  Senator  inquires,  in  his  impress- 
ive manner,  if  the  present  disposition  of  the 
public  deposites  with  the  State  banks  is  t^»  be 
continueu'  Sir,  sai  1  Mr.  W-,  I  will  avail  my- 
self of  a  privilege  belonging  to  my  countrymen, 
the  Yankees,  and  answer  the  gentleman  by  ask- 
ing him  a  question.  What  disposition  will  he 
propose  to  make  of  these  deposites?  What 
plan  will  he  recommend  for  their  future  dispo- 
sition' We  agree  that  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  is  unconstitutional,  and  it 
cannot,  therefore,  be  extended  beyond  its  pre- 
sent limit.  I  say,  that,  in  the  absence  of  such 
an  institution,  tlie  State  banks  present  to  the 
Government  the  best  and  most  convenient  fiscal 
agents  of  which  the  nature  of  the  case  is  sus- 
ceptible. I  have  said,  upon  a  former  occasion, 
and  I  repeat,  that  I  think  them  perfectly  safe 
age  ns. 

1  have  said,  and  I  repeat,  that  I  think  them 
fully  competent  to  discharge  all  the  duties  re- 
quired by  the  Government  in  the  collection  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  revenues  ;  fully  com- 
petent to  answer  every  constitu'>»nal  necessity  of 
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the  Treasury.  1  now  say,  further,  that  I  amnol 
alarmed  ai  the  power  which  is  placed  by  law  in 
the  hands  of  the  President  and  the  Secretary  ol 
the  Treasury,  over  these  deposites.  It  is  the 
same  power  which  was  placed  by  Congress  in 
the  hands  of  the  first  President  and  first  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  at  the  formation  of  the  Go- 
vernment under  the  Constitution  ;  it  is  the  same 
power  which  existed  in  the  hands  of  those  offi- 
cers from  17S9  up  to  the  year  1816,  when  the 
charter  of  the  present  bank  was  granted.  During 
all  that  period,  the  liberties  of  the  country  were 
not  endangered  by  it ;  the  people  were  not  then 
taught  to  believe  that  the  exercise  of  that  power 
was  usurpation  or  tyranny.  No  danger  was 
then  seen  or  apprehended,  nor  were  we  told  that 
the  purse  and  the  sword  of  the  country  were 
united  in  one  hand.  Sir,  said  Mr.  "W.,  these 
laws  have  undergone  no  material  alteration  from 
the  time  of  the  first  Congress  to  the  present  day, 
except  the  alterations  made  by  the  provisions  of 
the  present  bank  charter,  and  these  alterations 
cease  to  be  applicable'when  the  deposites  cease 
•to  be  made  with  that  institution.  Where,  then, 
v  is  the  ground  for  all  this  alarm,  all  this  appre- 
hension for  our  liberties  ?  Still  the  honorable 
Senator  expresses,  no  doubt  most  sincerely,  the 
greatest  apprehension.  Will  he  not,  then,  tell 
us  what  is  to  be  done  ?  Will  he  not  propose 
what,  in  his  judgment,  shall  avert  the  dangers  he 
fears  ?  Sir,  I  wish  to  be  distinctly  understood 
upon  this  point.  I  do  not  contend  that  these 
laws  may  not  be  beneficially  amended,  but  I 
merely  say  that  they  are  just  what  they  havebeen 
from  the  organization  of  the  Government,  with 
the  single  exception  I  before  mentioned,  con- 
tained in  the  bank  charter.  If  they  are  bad; 
alter  and  amend  them.  If  the  powers  over  the 
public  deposites  conferred  upon  the  Executive 
Department  are  too  broad,  limit  and  confine 
them.  No  one  doubts  or  questions  the  power 
of  Congress  over  the  whole  matter:  no  one  re- 
sists the  action  of  Congress  upon  it.  Surely, 
then,  it  does  not  become  us  to  find  fault  with  the 
executive  officers  of  the  Government  for  execut- 
ing the  laws  as  they  are,  while  we  do  nothing  to 
modify  the  law,  and  make  it  what  we  wish  it  to 
be.  Our  duty,  as  legislator?,  is  not  to  point  out 
the  defects  in  the  laws  merely,  but  to  apply  the 
proper  remedies  for  those  ^defects  ;  to  examine 
the  laws  as  they  are,  that  we  may  make  them 
what  they  ought  to  be  ;  not  to  spend  our  time  in 
deploring  those  defects  for  which  we  offer  no 
remedy. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  I  have  not  allowed  myself 
time  to  make  -licit  an  examinaton  of  the  laws 
of  Congress  as  enable*  me  to  -ay  whether  am, 
»»nd  *h«t,  alterations  are  required  in  those  re- 
La  ng  to  the  Treasury  Departmen',  and  the 
management  an,d  di-position  ol  the  public  de- 
posits. That  changes  for  the  bttter  may  be 
made,  is  more  than  probable,  and  I  dedae  m)- 
self  teady,  at  any  perio'l,  to  act  upon  prnpo- 
•iions  hivintr  this  f<  r  their  object,  com  ■  fr  m 
\\h<!  source  they  may.  1  am  sure,  however, 
get  tie- men  will  see  litat  Congress  sh.uld  dis- 
charge its  duty,  before  we  are  at  liberty  tu 
con-plain  or  the  laws  as  they  are.     Mr.  Presi- 


dent, said  Mr.  W.,  we  all  know,  and  know 
well,  that  it  is  easy  to  find  fault;  that  n  is  easy 
to  complain  of  existing  evils,  when  it  may  be 
very  difficult  to  propose  remedies  which  will 
even  suit  ourselves,  and  much  more  difficult  to 
propose  those  which  will  meet  the  approbation 
df  Congress.  1  have  said  that  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  make  prope  sitions,  and  i  venture  the 
prediction  to  the  honorable  Senator,  that  he, 
w.d  those  gentlemen  who,  with  him,  are  so 
deeply  dissatisfied  with  the  existing  law,  will 
find  it  much  more  difficult  to  legislate  upon  this 
subject  in  a  »afe  and  proper  manner  than  they 
now  seem  to  suppose,  and  that  they  will  find 
the  changes  which  can  be  beneficially  made  in 
the  existing  laws,  much  less  extensive  than 
they,  by  their  complaints,  would  indicate. 
Still,  sir,  I  repeat,  gentlemen  should  turn  their 
attention  to  this  subject  If  we  are  to  have  no 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  some  disposition 
must  be  made  of  the  public  deposites.  I  say, 
place  them  in  the  State  banks;  but  if,  as  the  re. 
marks  of  many  honorable  Senators  would  seem 
to  indicate,  Hie  S  ate  banks  are  not  to  be  used, 
they  are  surely  bound  to  inform  us  what  dispo- 
sition they  intend  to  make  of  them.  I  am  a- 
ware,  Mr.  President,  that  these  remarks  ad- 
dress themselves  less  appropriately  to  those 
Senators  who  helieve  we  ought  to  have  a  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  propose  such  an  institution  as 
their  remedy  for  the  evds  of  which  they  com- 
plain, than  to  those  who,  with  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Virginia  and  myself,  believe  that 
the  Constitution  does  not  give  us  the  power  to 
charter  such  a  bank,  and  that,  therefore,  it 
is  a  remedy  beyond  our  reach;  but,  sir,  these 
are  considerations  connected  with  our  duties  as 
legislators,  and  in  reference  to  which  it  is  n*w 
most  hkely  we  shall  be  soon  called  to  act. 

Mr.  W.  said,  the  honorable  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Leigh)  had  told  us  that  the  present 
year  might  throw  new  lights  upon  this  subject, 
and  might  develop  in  his  own  State,  at  least,  a 
new  condition  of  public  feeling  in  referenc  -  to 
the  recharter  of  the  bank.  The  state  of  Vir- 
ginia, he  said,  migh'  see  that  the  present  bank 
was  to  be  destroy  ad  merely  to  make  'rorm  for 
another  National  Bank,  in  a  greater  degree 
subject  to  executive  influence,  and  located  in 
the  city  of  Ne,w  York.  W«U,  sir,said  Mr.  W., 
what  then?  Suppose  Virginia  does  so  see, 
(which  I  think  she  will  not)  what  can  be  the 
effect  upon  her  action?  She  has  pronounced  the* 
charter  of  the  present  bank  unconstitutional, 
and  she  must,  therefore,  be  held  to  have  pro- 
nounced its  recharter.  or  the  chartering  of  any 
similar  bank,  wherever  located,  equally  uncon- 
stitutional. Will  she  then  call  upon  her  repre- 
sentatives here  to  vote  for  a  law,  which  she  de- 
clares to  be  a  violation  of  the  Constitution,  to 
prevent  a  change  in  the  location  of  a  National 
Bank?  No,  sir.  With  all  deference,  I  say  the 
people  of  Virginia  do  not  change  their  constitu- 
tional opinions  for  such  reasons,  or  govern  their 
constitutional  action  by  such  motives.  She  will 
not  give  her  voice  for  a  bank,  which  slu  bel.cves 
to  be  unconstitutional,  to  secure  its  location,  or 
to  prevent  its  location  any  where. 
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But  again;  the  honorable  Senator  says,  the 
State  of  Virginia  may  see  that  the  State  banks 
are  to  be  continued  as  the  fiscal  agents  of  the 
Treasury,  and  that,  in  that  event,  the  control  of 
the  exchanges,  and,  to  some  extent,  of  the  cur 
rency  of  the  country,  must  pass  to  the  city  of 
New  York.  He  ass  gns,  as  the  ground  of  this 
opinion,  that  the  position  of  New  York,  its'  natu- 
ral advantages  and  great  capital,  have  hitherto 
forced  a  large  portion  of  the  foreign  trade  of 
the  country  to  enter  at  that  point;  that  this  will 
continue  to  be  the  course  of  that  trade;  and  that 
therefore,  commercial  men  in  all  parts  of  the 
country  must  have  money  current  in  New  York 
to  carry  on  their  operation^.  Sir  .said  Mr.  W., 
I  neither  affirm  nor  deny  the  gentleman's  posi- 
tions. But,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  suppose 
them  to  be  well  taken,  and  does  he  believe  that 
the  State  of  Virginia  will  invoke  the  aid  of  the 
legislation  of  Congress,  and  that  too  by  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  which  she  herself  believes  to  be 
unconstitutional,  to  deprive  the  city  of  N.  Yor,k 
of  the  advantages  which  nature  has  given  it?  — 
To  deprive  it  of  the  advantages  which  the  en- 
terprise and  industry  of  its  citizens  have  acquir- 
ed for  it?  Does  the  Senator  believe  it  possible 
that  the  State  of  Virginia  will  call  upon  her  re- 
presentatives here,  or  elsewhere,  to  vote  to 
recharter  a  bank  which  she  has  solemnly  pro- 
nounced to  be  an  institution  existing  in  violation 
of  tlie  Constitution,  for  the  mere  purpose  of 
forcing  out  of  New  York  the  regulation  of  the 
exchanges  of  the  country?  Sir,*  the  Senator 
himself  does  not  so  intend.  He  told  us,  in  the 
course  of  his  remarks,  that  he  rejoiced  at  the 
-  prosperity  of  every  State  in  the  Union,  and  en- 
tertained not  the  least  inviduous  feeling  towards 
any.  It  must  be,  therefore,  either  that  1  have 
misapprehended  the  force  of  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  Senator,  or  that  he  did  not  sufficiently 
develop  his  ideas  to  give  us  their  true  bearing. 
I  can  never  believe,  that  the  State  of  Virginia 
will  ever  seek  to  do  injustice  to  a  sister  State;  I 
am  sure  she  will  never  do  what  she  pronounces 
a  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  country  to 
effect  such  an  object.  t 

The  honorable  gentleman  proceeds^  again,  to 
say  that  the  State  of  Virginia  may  see,  in  the 
course  of  this  year,  ihat  he  Confederacy  can- 
not sustain  the  destruction  of  this  bank;  that 
its  destruction  may  involve  the  dissolution  of 
this  Union.  He  refers  to  the  territorial  distri- 
bution of  the  deb  sdue  to  the  bank,  and  inti- 
mates ,  that  much  the  largest  portion  of  that 
debt  is  due  from  citizens  of?  the  Western  States 
and  then,  in  that  impressive  language  in  which 
every  thing  readies  us  coming  from  the  hon. 
gentleman ,  he  asks,  will  these  citizens  consent 
to  have  their  houses  soil' ft  om  them,  and  them 
selves  and  their  famili  s  to  be  re  uced  to  po- 
i  verty  and  want,  for  the  sake  of  the  destruction 
of  the  bank?  It  is  not  my  purpose,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent,  said  Mr.  W.,  to  sp  ak  of  the  pecuniary 
conditions  of  the  citizens  of  the  Western  States 
My  information  d  es  not  enable  me  so  to  speak. 
One  tiling,  however,  1  do  know,  sir,  and  am 
most  happy  to  be  able  to  say,  that  no  portion 
of  the  citizens   of  this  Republic  have,,  hereto- 


fore, and  up  to  this  p? riod,  been  more  patriotic, 
more  devoted,  more  disinterestedly  devoted,  to 
the  safety  and  perpetuity  of  our  civil  institu- 
tions, and  to  the  integrity  of  our  Union,  than 
the  citizens  of  the  Wtst?  none  have  more  wil- 
lingly, or  more  severely,  suffered,  to  secure 
these  objects,  than  they  have.  I  doubt  not  that 
the  same  spirit  and  patriotism  still  prevail  among 
them;  and  while  I  know  not  the  extent  of  their 
indebtedness,  or  their  means  of  payment,  I 
hope  and  believe  they  have  not  arrived  at  that 
state,  when  the  power  of  a  moneyed  corpora- 
tion is  paramount  with  them  to  their  attach- 
ment to  .  the  constitution  and  laws,  of  their 
country. 

But,  sir,  the  effect  upon  the  action*  of  Vir- 
ginia is  the  question  I  propose  to  consider. 
Will  that  patriotic  State  instruct  her  Senators 
to  vote  for  a  law  which  she  lias  adjudged  a  vio- 
lation of  the  Constitution,  because  the  debtors 
of  a  bank,  created  by  an  unconstitutional  law, 
cannot  discharge  that  indebtedness  ?  Will  the 
State  of  Virginia  admit  that  a  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  with  a  charter  not  authorized  by  the  * 
Constitution,  and  with  seventeen  years  of  life 
only,  has  the  power  to  destroy  the  Confederacy 
of  the  States,  and  dismember  the  Union,  and 
then,  by  her  own  voice  and  action,  give  that 
bank  further  life  and  further  power?  I  cannot 
think  so,  and  I  am  convinced,  if  the  honorable 
Senator  (Mr.  Leigh)  reviews  the  tendency  of 
his  remarks  and  conclusions,  and  the  important 
results  which  may  follow  the  division  of  the 
question  now  before  us,  he  will  not,  he  cannot, 
feel  that  indifference  as  to  the  action  of  Con- 
gress upon  the  bill  now  under  consideration  to 
recharter  the  bank,  which  I  understood  him  to 
express,  when  giving  his  sentiments  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  W.  said,  the  honorable  Senator  had,  for 
the  second  lime,  alluded  to  the  subject  of  the 
transfer  drafts,  with  which  he  had,  upon  both 
occasions,  coupled  the  transactions  of  the  Post 
Office  Department;  and  in  that  way  he  had  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate,  with  his  characteristic 
clearness  and  force,  a  case  of  mismanagement 
of  the  public  funds,  which,  upon  the  Senator's 
first  exhibition  of  it,  had  perceptibly  an  effect 
upon  all  sides  of  the  House.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  as  the  head  of  one  of  the  execu- 
tive departments  of  the  Government,  had  been 
presented  to  us.  lending  money  from  the  public 
Treasury  gratuitously,  and  without  interest,  to 
the  State  banks,  to  enable  them  to  sustain  them- 
selves ;  while  the  Postmaster  General  had  been 
brought  in,  upon  the  other  hand,  as  the  head  of 
another  of  these  executive  departments,  borrow- 
ing money  for  the  use  of  the  Government,  and 
paying  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  for  the  loans 
so  made.  Upon  tliis  presentation  of  the  case, 
and  especially  with  the  vivid  coloring  which  the 
honorable  .Senator  imparted  to  it,he  Mr.  W.,  was 
ready  to  admit  that  attention  was  justly  excited- 
He  had  therefore  taken  some  pains  to  inform 
himself  as  to  the  facts,  and  he  would  attempt  to 
give  them  to  the  Senate  in  an  intelligible  form, 
and  leave  to  the  judgment  of  the  body,  the  de- 
gree of  blame  which  should  be  considered  fairly 
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imputable,  any  where,  from  the  transactions. — 
The  first  and  great  error  in  the  gentleman's  case, 
was  the  connexion  of  the  Post  Office  with  the 
Treasury  Department.  If  he  had  taken  the  trou- 
ble to  examine  the  subject,  he  would  have  found 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  could  no  more 
pay  money  from  the  public  Treasury  to  answer 
the  wants  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  with- 
out the  authority  of  a  law  of  Congress,  than  he 
could  pay  money  for  the  wants  of  private  buse 
ness  of  the  honorable  Senator  or  himself.  If  h 
had  examined  the  laws  of  Congress  upon  the 
subject,  he  would  have  found  that  no  appropria- 
tion of  money  from  the  public  Treasury  for  the 
use  of  the  Post  Office  Department  existed,  which 
had  not  been  promptly  and  fully  paid.  The  idea, 
therefore,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
might  have  taken  the  money  on  deposite  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and  appropria- 
ted it  to  the  wants  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, is  fallacious  and  deceptive.  Without  a 
direct  and  palpable  violation  of  the  law,  and  of 
his  official  powers  and  duties,  he  could  not  have 
made  any  such  disposition  of  these  moneys;  and 
surely,  at  this  time,  when  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  is  so  broadly  accused  of  constitutional 
as  well  as  legal  violations,  the  gentlemen  who 
make  the  accusations  will  not  be  disposed  to 
censure  him  for  not  having  violated  the  law  in 
this  instance.  Mr.  W.  said  he  did  not  intend, 
by  any  expression  he  had  made,  or  might  make, 
to  convey  the  most  distant  impression  that  the 
honorable  Senator  had  designedly  conveyed  an 
erroneous  impression  as  to  the  relations  between 
these  two  depaitments  of  the  Government.  Con- 
sidering both  as  equally  public  interests,  he  had, 
undoubtedly,  omitted  to  turn  his  attention  to  the 
want  of  legal  authority  to  make  the  payments 
which  the  import  of  his  remarks  went  to  show 
ought  to  have  been  made  from  the  moneys  re- 
maining in  the  Treasury. 

It  will  be  seen,  however,  said  Mr.  W.,  that  the 
imaginary  connexion  between  these  two  depart- 
ments, which  gave  to  the  Senator's  relation  the 
most  point,  as  an  instance  of  Executive  misma- 
nagement, has  no  legal  existence  whatever,  and, 
therefore,  we  have  the  Post  Office  Department , 


and  its  management  and  administration,  wholly 
separated  from  the  operations  of  the  Treasury. 
How,  then,  stands  the  loans  to  the  State  banks, 
of  which  the  honorable  Senator  speaks.  On  the 
1st  of  October  last,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
•ame  to  the  conclusion  to  change  the  deposite 
of  the  public  moneys  thereafter  to  be  received, 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its 
branches  to  various  State  banks,  which  had  been 
selected  by  him  for  that  purpose.  He  was  a- 
ware  that,  in  consequence  of  the  deposites  having 
been  previously  made  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  branches,  large  balances  must 
have  accrued  in  favor  of  the  deposite  bank  and 
branches  against  the  State  banks,  in  the  princi- 
pal commercial  cities,  because  the  revenue  col- 
lected in  those  cities  must  have  been  paid  by  the 
whole  trading  population,  who  must  derive  their 
means  of  payment  from  all  the  banks,  while 
those  means,  applied  to  those  payments,  must 
go  into  the  single  bank  or  branch  in  which  the 
public  moneys  were  kept.  He  was  further  ap- 
prehensive that  the  United  Slates  Bank  would 
assume  a  hostile  attitude  towards  the  banks 
which  should  consent  to  receive  the  deposites  of 
the  public  moneys  in  lieu  of  that  institution,  and 
would  call  for  any  balances  which  might  exist 
in  its  favor  against  any  of  those  banks,  and  would 
require  the  payment  in  specie  before  time  would 
be  allowed  for  the  banks  to  receive  any  benefit 
from  the  deposites.  He  also  knew,  that,  by  a 
law  of  Congress,  the  public  revenue  was-paya- 
ble  in  the  bills  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
and  its  branches,  while  those  bills  could  not  be 
converted  into  specie,  in  case  the  bank  should 
choose  not  to  redeem  them  at  the  points  where 
they  should  be  received,  except  by  causing  them 
to  be  presented  at  the  bank  or  office  which  is- 
sued them,  or  where,  upon  their  face,  they  might 
be  made  payable.  He  also  knew  that,  by  an 
order  of  his  department,  a  certain  description  of 
paper,  put  into  circulation  by  the  bank  and  its 
branches,  and  known  by  the  appellation  of 
"  bank  drafts,"  but  which,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  be- 
lieved the  highest  court  in  the  country  had  de- 
cided were  neither  " bills"  nor  "notes"  of  the 
bank,  were  made  receivable  in  payment  of  the 
revenue,  which  dr^ft^  if  the  bank  should  refine 
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to  receive  them  as  money,  at  the  place  where  ta- 
ken in  payment,  could  not  be  converted  into  spe- 
cie, or  even  into  bills  of  the  bank,  but  by  pre- 
sentment at  the  bank  or  office  upon  which  they 
were  drawn.  The  knowledge  of  these  facts 
showed  tlie  Secretary  that,  should  the  bank  be 
thus  disposed,  it  could  exert  a  double  power  of 
injury  against  the  State  institutions  which  were 
to  take  the  deposites,  by  instantly  calling  for  the 
payment  in  coin  of  any  balances  in  its  favor,  and 
by  refusing  to  take  in  payment  of  those  balances 
the  notes  and  drafts  of  the  bank  itself,  not  made 
payable  at  the  bank  or  branch  where  the  pay- 
ment was  to  be  made.  In  this  way,  and  by  this 
double  power  of  oppression,  the  State  institutions 
might  be  severely  injured,  and  perhaps  ruined, 
and  that,  too,  when  the  balance  to  be  paid  had 
accrued  solely  from  the  payments  towards  the 
public  revenue,  and  when  the  notes  and  drafts, 
refused  in  payment,  had  also  been  received  in 
collections  of  the  public  revenue.  To  guard 
against  this  contingency,  the  Secretary  gave  1 1 
a  few  of  the  banks  in  the  large  cities  the  transfer 
drafts  in  question,  which  drafts  were  made  upon 
the  United  States'  Bank,  or  the  branch  at  the 
point  where  the  oppression  was  apprehended, 
and  in  favor  of  the  State  bank  upon  which  it  was 
anticipated  the  attempt  might  be  made.  In  all 
cases  precise  instructions  were  given  that  the 
drafts  should  be  returned  to  the  department, 
without  presentment,  unless  the  balances  before 
spoken  of  should  be  hastily  demanded  in  coin, 
or  unless  the  bank,  or  branch  at  the  point,  should 
lefuse  the  notes  of  other  branches,  or  the  branch 
drafts,  as  money;  but,  in  either  of  those  contin- 
gencies, the  drafts  were  to  be  presented,  and 
the  amount,  taken  from  the  public  money  left 
with  the  bank  or  branch,  was  to  be  transferred 
to  the  State  bank,  and  passed  to  the  credit  of  the 
public  treasury  there. 

The  honorable  Senator  has  selected  the  Man- 
hattan Hank  of  New-York,  to  illustrate  the 
abuse  he  supposed  to  exist.  In  that  case  the 
balance  was  demandedj  and  the  notes  of  other 
branches  of  the  bank,  and  the  branch  drafts, 
were  refused  to  be  received  in  payment,  or 
passed  to  the  credit  of  the  bank  offering  them  ; 
the  draft  from  the  department  was  presented 
and  paid,  and  soon  after  the  bank  changed  its 
course,  and  consented  to  receive  all  its  notes 
and  drafts,  which  should  be  taken  in  payment 
of  the  public  revenue,  as  money.  Some  of  the 
other  drafts  were  presented,  and  others  were 
returned  to  the  department  without  present- 
ment. These  are  the  facts  as  to  what  the  hon 
Senator  had  so  significantly  termed  loans  to  the 
State  banks.  How  far  they  deserve  that  ap- 
pellation, Mr.  W.  said,  he  would  most  cheer- 
fully leave  it  to  the  Senate  and  the  public  to 
judge.  But,  says  the  honorable  Senator,  the 
loans  were  made  without  interest.  Has  the 
honorable  gentleman  overlooked  the  fact,  that 
the  money  was  standing  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasurer  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
without  in'erest;  that  the  transaction  was  a 
mere  transfer  of  the  amount  of  the  draft  from 
the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  without  interest,  in 
one  bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  with- 


out  interest,  in  another  bank  ;  that  the  draft 
did  not  take  one  dollar  from  the  Treasury  ; 
that  the  money,  when  placed  to  the  credit  of 
the  Treasurer  in  the  State  Bank,  was  no  more  a 
loan  to  it  than  when  standing  to  the  credit  of 
the  Treasurer  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
ic  was  a  loan  to  it ;  and  that,  in  either  situation, 
the  amount  was  equally  subject  to  the  drafts  of 
the  Treasurer  at  pleasure. 

I  am  bound,  said  Mr.  W.,  to  give  to  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Virginia,  my  unfeigned  thanks  for 
according  to  me  sincerity  in  the  declaration, 
made  on  a  former  day,  that  my  opposition  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  did  not  proceed 
from  a  desire  to  transfer  the  location  of  that  in- 
stitution to  my  ewn  State.  I  at  the  same  time 
expressed  mv  most  firm  conviction,  that  the 
opposition  of  that  State  proceeded  from  no 
such  motive.  Sir ,  said  Mr.  W.,  I  was  sincere 
in  both  declarations.  The  republicans  of  New- 
York  do  not  oppose  this  great  moieyed  power 
upon  the  narrow  ground  of  selfish  or  local  in- 
terest, much  less  from  a  desire  to  transfer  its 
influence  within  the  limits  of  their  own  State. 
Their  opposition  proceeds  from  higher  motives, 
and  is  maintained  for  nobler  purposes.  They 
believe  it  to  be  a  power  dangerous  to  the  Go- 
vernment ;  dangerous  to  the  purity  of  our  in- 
stitutions ;  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people.  Many  of  them  believe  it  to  be  a  power 
unknown  to  the  Constitution,  while  others  be- 
lieve the  constitutional  power  to  create  it  may 
exist,  but  that  it  is  a  power  which  ought  not  to 
be  called  into  exercise.  Experience,  which  is 
claimed  here  to  prove  the  necessity  of  such  a 
bank,  has  proved  to  them  that  such  an  institu- 
tion ought  not  to  exist  in  a  free  country  ;  and 
their  resistance  to  its  recharter  is  based  upon 
these  high  grounds  of  principle,  and  not  upon 
any  consideration  of  personal  or  local  interest. 
The  honorable  gentleman's  apprehensions, 
therefore,  that  this  bank  is  to  be  destroyed 
merely  to  make  room  for  another,  similar  or 
more  powerful,  to  be  located  in  New-York,  are 
without  foundation. 

Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  W.,  am  I  required 
to  adduce  proof  for  this  assertion  ?  I  need  not 
better  than  the  memorials  from  New  York,  al- 
most daily  laid  before  you,  and  nearly  without 
an  exception,  if  coming  from  the  opponents  of 
the  administration,  praying  for  the  rechar- 
ter of  the  present  bank.  It  is  a  fact  which 
does  not  admit  of  contradiction,  that  there 
is  not,  at  this  moment,  in  this  Union,  not  even 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  itself,  a  body  of  men 
more  earnest,  more  active,  and  more  untiring  in 
their  efforts  to  effect  a  recharter  of  the  present 
bank,  with  its  present  location,  than  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  merchants  and  business  men  of  the 
city  of  New  York.  The  honorable  Senator  has 
told  us  that  New  York  desires  the  regulation  of 
the  exchanges  of  the  country,  that  her  citizens 
may  profit  from  the  purchase  and  sale  of  bills. 
Sir,  a  very  large  proportion  of  individuals  to 
whom  this  position  of  the  gentleman  would  ap- 
ply, in  case  those  who  best  understood  the  sub- 
ject thought  it  applicable,  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  the.  exchange  brokers  and  great  money 
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dealers  of  New  York,  are  foremost  in  the  cause 
of  the  present  bank,  and  are  using  their  utmost 
exertions  to  produce  a  recharter.  Need  I  stronger 
evidence  to  show  that  ne  concerted  local  move- 
ment, nor  any  perceptible  local  interest,  is  gov- 
erning the  course  of  that  State  upon  that  great 
questions? 

Mr.    W.  said  he  must  now  detain  the  Senate, 
while  he  very  briefly   replied  to  a  few  of  the  re- 
marks of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  Webster,)  made  upon  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  bill  to  the  Senate.    And  first,  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  had  stated  that  the  Safety  Fund 
banks  of  New  York  were  under  the  provision  of 
a  political  commission  appointed  by  the  Govern- 
ment.    He,  Mr.  W.,  must  express  his  profound 
regret,  that  he  should  so  often  meet  with  state- 
ments upon  this  floor,  in  relation  to  the   Safety 
Fund  banks  ©f  New  York,  which  were  erroneous 
in  fact  and   in   conclusion,   because  gentlemen 
had  not  made  themselves  acquainted  with  the  law 
of  that  State  regulating  those   banks.     He  had 
hoped  that  this  would  not  have  been  the  case 
with  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
but  that  he  would  have  made  himself  familiar 
with  the  Safety   Fund  system,  before  he  made  it 
the  subject  of  remark  here,  and  certainly  before 
he  passed  sentence  upon  it  as  a  political  system. 
He  had  not   done  so,   however,  as  was  evident 
from  the  remark  above  referred  to.     The  Bank 
Commissioners  of  the  State  of  New  York,  are 
three  in  number,  and  they  are  the  officers  whose 
duty  it  is  to  supervise  the  banks  subject  to  the 
Safety  Fund  law.     So  far  from  being  a  political 
commission,  appointed  by  the  government  of  that 
State,  as  the   honorable  Senator   has  supposed, 
but  of  one  of  the  three  commissioners  is  so  ap- 
pointed, and  the   remaining  two   are  appointed 
by  the   bank  themselves.     The  one  is  appointed 
upon  the  nomination  of  the  Governor,  and  by  the 
advice  and  consent  «f  the  Senate  of  the  State,  as 
officers  of  this  Government  are  appointed  by  the 
President  and  Senate  ;  and  this  commission  may 
be  considered  as  more  especially  the  representa- 
tives of  the  State,   and  of  the  public  interests  in 
board  of  commissioners.     The  State  is  divided 
into   two  districts   for    the   appointment  of  the 
other  two  commissioners,  and  each  is  appointed 
by  the  banks  of  his  district — every  bank  voting 
upon  a  uniform  rule,  according  to  the  amount  of 
its  capital  stock.  These  commissioners,  thus  ap- 
pointed, are  the  exclusive  representatives  of  the 
banks  themselves,  though  the   law  makes    no 
discrimination  as  to  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
different   members   of  the   board.     This   is  the 
true  constitution  and  mode  of  appointment  of  that 
commission,  which  the  honorable  Senator  has 
denominated  'a   political  commission  appointed 
by  the  Government.'  Sir,  his  mistake  must  have 
proceeded  from  his   inattention  to  the   law    of 
which  he  was  speaking,  for  he  did  not  intend  to 
produce  an  erroneous  impression  as  to  the  char- 
acter of  these  officers.     He  may,  if  he  chooses, 
consider  the  commissioner  appointed  by  the  Slate 
a  political  officer. 

I  will  not  occupy  the  time  of  the  Senate  to  point 
out  the  injustice  of  such  a  conclusion,  because, 
when  I  find  that  officer  guarded  upon  each  side 


by  an  officer  of  equal  powers,  and  charged  with 
the  same  duties,  and   deriving,    in    both  cases', 
their  official  character  from  the  banks  themselves 
I  sufficiently  divest  the   Board    of  the  political 
character  which  the  gentleman  has  ascribed  to  it1. 
I  cannot  be  mistaken  in  this  conclusion,    unless 
the  honorable    Senator   shall  contend   that  the 
banks  select  politicians  as  their  representatives 
in  the  commission.     If  such  be  the  ground  he  in- 
tends to   assume,   I  can  tell  him,  if  the  position 
were  established,  he,  and  not  myself,  would  have 
occasion  for  joy  that  the  commission  was    made 
political.     It  is  a  fact,  Mr.  President,  which  no 
one  acquainted  with  the  subject  will  deny,  that  a 
very  large  majority,  I  doubt  not  full  two-thirds, 
of  all  the  stocks  of  all  the  Safety  Fund  banks  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  are  owned  and  held  by 
the  political  friends  of  the  honorable  gentleman, 
by  persons  opposed  in  politics  to  the  present  ad- 
ministration. The  plain  democrats  of  New  York 
sir,  are  not  rich;  they  hold  few  stocks;  they  live 
not  by  banks,  but  by  the  labor  of  their  hands. — 
Surely,  then,  if  this  bank  commission,  constitu- 
ted, as  I  have  related,  two  of  the  three  commis- 
sioners deriving   their   appointments   from   the 
votes  of  the  holders  of  the  stocks  of  these  banks, 
be  a  political  commission,  it  must   represent  the 
politics    which  the   Senator   himself  approves, 
and  it  is  not/or  him  to  complain  of  its  character. 
But,    Mr.  President,   the   honorable    Senator  is 
mistaken;  this  commission  is  not  a  political  conj- 
mission;  the  banks  in  New  York  are  not  politi- 
cal banks,  nor  do  they  attempt,  to  exert  a  politi- 
cal influence .  The  citizens  of  that  State,  of  what- 
ever pelitical  party,  do  not  invest  their  capital  in 
the  banks  for   political  purposes.     They  under 
stand  their  interests  too  well    to  do  so.     They 
make  their  investments   for  the   profit  to  be  de- 
rived from  them,  and  the   banks  are   conducted 
with  a  single  view  to  this  object.     I  wish,  sir,  I 
had  the  power  to  persuade   honorable   Senators 
to  permit  their  minds  to  be  undeceived  upon  this 
point.     They  read  themselves    into  many  mis- 
takes, upon  the  subject  of  the  New   York  banks, 
by  adopting  this  error,  and   reasoning  from  it? 
without  a  proper  acquaintance  with  the  law  or 
the  facts,  from  which  correct  opinions  would  be 
formed.      The  banks  oCNcw  York  are  not  poli- 
tical institutions.     Their  object  is  to  make  mo- 
ney; and  if  they  can  do  that,   and  if  the  laws  be 
such  as  to  protect  their  rights,  and  to  facilitate 
their  operations,  directed  to  that  object,  they  care 
not  who  rules,  what  political  party  triumphs,  or 
what  politician  succeeds.     I  owe  it  to  candor  to 
say,  Mr.  President,  that  in  former  years,  and  be- 
fore the  establishment  of  the  present   system  of 
banking  in  that  State,  I  had  heard  of  a  very  few 
instances  in  which  banks  were  charged,  with  too 
much'appearance  of  truth,  of  interference  in  the 
politics  of  the  State;  but  I  am  happy  to  he  able  to 
say,  that  those  instances,  so  far  as  my  informa- 
tion extends,  have  been  "few  and  fur  between;1' 
while,  I  believe,  time  has  shown  that  every  bank 
against  which  tins  charge  was  Strongly  support- 
ed, has  turned  out  to  be  insolvent. 

The  honorable  Senator  again  tells  us  that  the 
representatives  from  New  York  here  express 
great  fears  of  the  power  and  influence  of  the 
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Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  asks  if  that  State 
with  its  league  of  banks,  comprising1  together  a 
capital  <  >f  between  twenty-two  and  twenty-three 
millions  of  dollars,  has  cause  to  fear  this  institu- 
tion? 

[Here  Mr.  Webster  explained  that  Mr.  W. 
had  misapprehended  his  remark;  that  he  had 
not  said  that  the  New  York  banks  had  no  cause 
to  fear  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  but  that 
his  argument  was,  that  the  Senators  from  that 
State  expressed  great  fear  as  to  the  power  and 
influence  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  with 
a  capital  of  thirty  five  millions  of  do  Iars,  ex- 
tending its  operations  over  the  whole  Union; 
while  they  expressed  no  fear  whatever  of  the 
power  and  influence  of  the  ninety  nine  banks  of 
their  own  State,  embodying  an  aggregate  capital 
of  more  than  twenty-two  millions,  and  leagued 
together  by  legal  provisions.] 

Mr.  Wright  resumed.  He  said  he  owed  it  to 
the  Senator  to  say,  that  he  had  misapprehended 
the  force  and  direction  of  his  remarks;  and  he 
would  conform  his  answer  to  his  present  under- 
standing of  its  application.  This,  said  Mr.  W. 
will  make  it  necessary  for  me  to  inquire  how  far 
the  Safety  Fund  banks  of  New  York  are,  in  the 
language  of  the  honorable  Senator,  leagued  to- 
gether, so  as  to  be  properly  viewed  as  one  con- 
solidated money  power.  The  only  common 
interest  between  them,  Mr.  W.  said,  was  their 
obligation  to  contribute  to  a  common  fund, 
which  fund  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  State, 
and  held  for  the  security  of  the  public- -the  bill 
holders  and  depositors  of  the  banks  first,  and  for 
the  benefit  of  the  bank  ulteriorly,  in  case  it 
should  not  be  expended  on  account  of  failures 
of  the  banks..  To  what  extent  could  this  con- 
tribution be  carried  because  that  was  the  mea- 
sure of  the  league  between  the  banks?  In  the 
first  instance,  to  a  yearly  payment  of  one  half  of 
1  per  cent.upon  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of 
each  bank,  which  yearly  payment  was  to  be  ex- 
tended over  the  term  of  six  years,and  to  amount, 
in  the  aggregate,  to  three  per  cent  upon  the  ag- 
gregate capital  stock  of  all  the  banks  subject  to 
the  provisions  of  the  bank  fund  law.  These 
contributions  were  to  constitute  the  fund,  the 
management  of  which  remains  with  the  State 
during  the  continuance  of  the  charters  of  the 
banks;  but  the  nett  annual  income  of  which, 
over  and  above  expenses,  is  distributed  to  the 
banks  in  the  proportion  of  their  respective  con- 
tributions. The  fund  is  a  trust  fund,  for  the 
benefit  and  security  of  all  who  may  have  de- 
mands against  the  banks,  other  than  the  stock- 
holders— and  the  State  is  the  trustee;  but,  if 
those  demands  are  discharged  by  the  banks 
themselves,  the  fund  is  theirs,  and  is  to  be  re- 
turned to  thf  m  at  the  close  of  their  respective 
charters,  according-  to  their  respective  interests 
in  it;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  as  I  have  before 
remarked,  the  annual  earnings  of  the  fund, 
lawful  expenditures  from  it  being  first  deduct- 
ed, are  annually  paid  to  the  banks.  This  is  the 
first  step  of  the  league.  Now  for  the  second. 
In  case  a  bank,  subject  to  the  bank  fund  law, 
fails,  and  the  capital  of  the  fund  be  reduced  by 
the  redemption  of  its  notes,  which  are  made 


redeemable  at  the  Treasury  of  the  State,  so  long 
as  there  are  moneys  belonging  to  the  bank  fund 
in  the  Treasury  to  redeem  them  with,  then  the 
contribution  of  one  half  of  one  percent,  upon 
the  capital  stock  of  all  the  banks  subject  to  the 
law  again  commences,  and  continues  until  all 
obligations  against  the  failing  bank,  in  favor  of 
bill  holders  and  depositors, are  fully  discharged, 
and  until  the  capital  of  the  fund  is  again  restor- 
ed to  an  amount  equal  to  three  per  cent,  upon 
the  aggregate  capitals  of  all  the  banks  making 
the  contributions. 

This  completes  the  liability  of  the  N.  York 
Safety  Fund  banks  for  each  other  ;  and  this  is 
the  whole  extent  of  all  the  provisions  of  the 
laws  of  that  State  creating  such  liability.  Do 
they,  then,  deserve  the  appellation  of  "leagued 
banks,"  in  the  general  acceptation  of  those 
terms?  The  contribution  cannot,  in  any  case, 
exceed  the  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  per  an- 
num upon  the  capital  stock  of  the  bank  upon 
which  the  liability  rests;  there  is  no  community 
of  capital;  no  community  of  dividends;  no  com- 
munity of  management;  for  each  bank  is  man- 
aged by  independent  officers,  and  by  &n  inde- 
pendent Board  of  Directors,  giving  to  the  bu- 
siness of  the  institution  such  a  direction  as  they 
please,  without  any  control  from,  or  necessary 
consultation  with,  its  neighboring  institutions 
subject  to  the  same  law;  nor  is  there  any  com- 
munity of  liabilities  further  than  has  been  be- 
fore mentioned;  and  it  will  be  seen  that  nothing 
in  those  liabilities  extends  any  community  of 
security  to  the  stockholders  of  the  separate 
banks,  or  any  community  of  risk  and  hazard 
beyond  the  obligation  to  contribute  the  one- 
half  of  one  percent,  upon  their  capital  stock 
yearly,  in  case  misfortunes  to  other  institutions 
should  make  such  a  call  necessary.  Are  we, 
then,  to  be  told,  that  this  connexion  between 
independent  banks  constitutes  a  moneyed  pow- 
er to  be  feared,  as  is  the  poiver  of  a  single  bank 
of  twelve  millions  greater  capital,  wielded  by  a 
single  Board  of  Directors,  by  a  single  set  of  offi- 
cers, and  the  whole  force  and  influence  of 
which,  for  any  purpose,  may  be  directed  to  a 
single  object  and  to  a  single  point  at  pleasure? 
Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  I  do  not  see  the  analogy. 
The  New  York  banks  are  about  70  in  number, 
embodying,  in  the  aggregate,  less  than  23  mil- 
lions of  capital;  each  owned  separately,  by  sep- 
arate stockholders  ;  each  having  separate  ob- 
jects and  separate  governments;  all  the  induce- 
ments to  healthful  rivalship  open  to  each  as 
against  all  the  others;  with  no  common  interest 
or  band  of  union  but  the  contingent  liability  to 
the  trifling  contribution  before  stated;  a  liabili- 
ty, to  say  the  most,  not  greater  than  is  required 
to  restrain  ruinous  competition.  Are  these 
banks  such  a  moneyed  power  as  to  deserve  a 
comparison  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
with  its  thirty-five  millions  of  capital,  wielded 
by  a  single  hand?  The  republicans  of  New- 
York  think  not,  and  hence  they  choose  their 
own  system,  us  much  the  lesser  evil,  and  seek 
to  rid  themselves  and  the  country  of  the  power 
and  influence  of  a  single  institution,  which  they 
consider  dangerous  to  liberty.     This  is  my  an- 
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swer  to  the  honorable  Senator's  remark,  that  we 
seem  to  be  inconsistent  in  professing  to  fear  the 
power  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  while 
we  say  nothing  as  to  the  power  of  one  of  our 
State  banks. 

Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  W.,  it  has  been  said 
here,  and  elsewhere,  (I  do  not  now  refer  to 
any  remark  of  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts,) that  this  contribution  from  the  State 
banks  of  New  York  might,  by  repeated  failures, 
become  perpetual,and  might  dangerously  wea- 
ken those  institutions.  Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  if  I 
am  not  in  error,  the  State  of  Massachusetts  im- 
poses a  permanent  tax  upon  all  the  banks  char- 
tered by  that  Commonwealth,  of  one  percent, 
per  annum,  for  the  support  of  the  Government. 
This  tax  is  just  double  the  contribution  which 
can  be  imposed  upon  the  Safety  Fund  Banks, 
and  is  perpetual  without  contingency;  it  is, 
too,  a  tax  for  the  support  of  the  State  Govern- 
ment, in  which  the  banks  can  have  no  interest 
subsequent  to  the  payment;  while  the  contri- 
butions from  the  New  York  banks  ensure  to  the 
benefit  of  the  banks  themselves,  if  a  failure  of 
some  one  of  the  institutions  does  not  consume 
the  fund.  May  I  not,  then,  believe  that  ap- 
prehension upon  this  point  will  be  no  longer 
entertained. 

The  honorable  Senator  entered  his  protest 
against  what  he  called  the  war  waged  by  the 
President  against  the  bank.  I  propose,  Mr. 
President,  to  examine  the  facts  in  relation  to 
this  controversy,  and  I  feel  great  confidence  in 
being  able  to  satisfy  those  who  hear  me,  that 
this  protest  comes  from  the  wrong  quarter; 
that  the  protest,  if  one  is  to  be  made,  should 
come  from  the  other  side.  In  what  manner  has 
the  President  of  the  United  States  waged  war 
upon  the  bank?  This  inquiry  will  be  answered 
by  a  reference  to  his  various  messages,  but  I 
will  not  trouble  the  Senate  further  than  to  read 
from  a  single  one.  I  find  in  the  annual  message 
communicated  to  Congress  on  the  8th  day  of 
December,  1829,  the  following  notice  of  the 
bank  : 

"The  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
expires  in  1836,  and  its  stockholders,  will  most 
probably,  apply  for  a  renewal  of  their  privileg- 
es. In  order  to  avoid  the  evils  resulting  from 
precipitancy  in  a  measure  involving  such  impor- 
tant principles,  and  such  deep  pecuniary  inte- 
rests, I  feel  that  I  cannot  in  justice  to  the  par- 
ties interested,  too  soon  present  it  to  the  delibe- 
rate consideration  of  the  legislature  and  the 
people.  Both  the  constitutionality  and  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  .law  creating  this  bank  are  well 
questioned  by  a  large  portion  of  our  fellow-cit- 
izens: and  it  must  be  admitted -by  all,  that  it 
has  failed  in  the  great  end  of  establishing  a  uni- 
form and  sound  currency." 

This  is  the  mention  nf  the  bank  made  in  the 
,  first  message  of  tha  President,  and  what  is  it ? 
Not  an  attempt  to  interfere  with  the  chartered 
rights  and,  privileges  of  the  institution,  but  a 
timely  expression  of  doubt  as  to  the  propriety 
of  its  recharter,  conveyed  in  the  mildest  lan- 
guage, and  proceedii  g  from  the  best  of  mo- 
tives, to  wit,  "toavoidthe  evils  resulting  from[pre- 


cipitancy  in  a  measure  involving  such  impor" 
tant  principles,  and  such  deep  pecuniary  inte- 
rests." 

Was  this  a  declaration  of  war  against  the 
bank  ?  Was  it  an  act  of  hostility  to  that  insti- 
tution, thus  to  warn  it  to  prepare  in  time  for  its 
final  close?  Was  it  wrong  in  the  President  to 
say,  what  he  knew  to  be  true,  that  "both  the 
constitutionality  and  the  expediency  of  the  law 
creating  this  bank  are  well  questioned  by  a  large 
portion  of  our  fellow- citizens  ?"  Was  it  waging 
war  against  the  bank  to  question  the  expediency 
of  its  recharter?  Sir,  the  bank  has  chosen  so  to 
consider  it,  and,  in  a  publication  recently  made 
by  its  board  of  directors,  the  paragraph  I  have 
just  read  from  the  message  of  1329,  is  termed 
an  "assault"  upon  the  bank.  Notices  of  a  simi- 
lar character,  in  substance,  were  taken  of  the 
bank  in  the  two  following  annual  messages,  and, 
in  1832,  when  both  Houses  of  Congress  passed 
a  bill  to  recharter  the  institution,  the  President 
refused  his  assent  to  it,  and  in  a  respectful  mes- 
sage, communicated  his  reasons  for  that  refusal 
to  this  body.  This  is  all  the  war  he  has  waged 
against  the  bank,  and  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay,)  upon  a  late  occa- 
sion, told  us  that  these  messages  were  all  "  non- 
committal" documents  ;  that  they  did  not  even 
make  known  to  Congress  and  the  country  the 
opinions  of  the  President  in  relation  to  the  bank. 
Permit  me  now,  Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  W.,  to 
examine  the  other  side  of  this  controversy.  Im- 
mediately after  the  publication  of  the  message 
of  the  President  in  December,  1 829,  the  bank 
commenced  its  efforts  against  his  re-election. — 
By  its  own  showing,  its  expenditures  for  the 
printing  and  distribution  of  matter,  calculated 
and  intended  to  influence  public  opinion,  com- 
menced at  that  period,  und  were  continued  in  an 
increasing  ratio  through  that  whole  presidential 
term.  It  made  itself  a  political  instrument,  and 
acted  in  open  and  avowed  hostility  to  the  Presi- 
dent. Who  does  not  know,  sir,  that  the  im- 
mense sums  paid  for  printing,  were  so  paid  for 
printing  political  matter?  Who  does  not  know 
that  the  speeches  made  in  this  body  upon  the 
veto  message  in  July,  1832,  were  calculated  and 
intended  to  influence  the  elections  of  the  coming 
fall  ?  I  mean  no  disrespect,  sir,  to  any  indi- 
vidual by  the  remark.  The  speeches  won  that 
occasion  could  not  fail  to  have  that  tendency, 
nor  can  any  one  doubt  that  they  were  reprinted 
and  broadly  distributed  by  the  bank,  because 
they  were  of  that  character.  It  is  also  abundant- 
ly shown  to  us,  that  it  caused  to  be  printed  and 
spread  over  the  whole  country,  newspapers  and 
other  political  publications,  with  a/profusion  nev- 
er before  witnessed  upon  a  similar  occasion. — 
These  were  the  first  steps  in  the  war  waged  by 
the  hank  against  the  President.  Upon  a  recent 
occasion,  its  Board  of  Directors  have  issued  to 
the  public,  and  laid  upon  our  tables,  a  commu- 
nication, in  which,  as  if  to  mark  the  character  of 
their  hostility,  they  class  the  President  of  the 
United  States  with  the  persons  who  counterfeit 
their  notes,  and  tell  us  that,  as  kindix-.i  .-ubjects, 
they  have  received,  and  they  will  receive,  a  kin- 
dred treatment  at  the  hands  of  the  bank  I  Is  not 
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his,  sir,  waging  war  against  the  President?  And 
who,  then,  should  protest  ?  I  pronounce  that  the 
war  is  not  one  waged  by  the  President  against 
the  bank,  but  a  war  waged  by  the  bank,  against 
the  President,  and,  as  such,  I  protest  against  it: 
the  country  will  protest  against  it:  the  people 
who  have  elected  the  President  do  and  will  pro- 
test against  it. 

The  honorable  Senator  intimated,  in  the  course 
of  his  remarks,  that  I  had,  upon  a  former  occa- 
sion, made  an  appeal  to  the  prejudices  of  the 
people  against  banks.  Sir,  I  have  made  no  such 
appeal.  I  did  appeal  to  their  good  sense,  as  ap 
plied  to  the  information  before  them,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  conduct  of  this  institution,  to  which 
I  have  just  referred;  to  its  interference  with  the 
elections  of  officers  of  the  Government;  to  its 
open  and  avowed  political  action;  to  its  treat- 
ment of  the  President  of  their  choice.  I  did  ap- 
peal to  the  patriotism  and  love  of  liberty  of  the 
people  against  this  bank  for  having  thus  exerted 
its  immense  moneyed  power  to  corrupt  the  press, 
endanger  the  safety  of  our  free  institutions,  and 
control  the  Government.  This  appeal  I  did 
make,  and  I  understood  the  honorable  Senator, 
in  the  earnestness  of  debate,  to  permit  himself 
to  characterize  it  with  the  harsh  appellation  of 
a  fraud. 

Sir,  this  may  be  the  honorable  gentleman's 
opinion,  but,  in  matters  of  this  sort,  opinion  is 
every  thing.  Entertaining  the  opinions  I  enter- 
tain, it  is  the  imperious  duty  of  every  representa- 
tive of  the  people,  here  or  elsewhere,  to  make 
and  reiterate  these  appeals,  not  to  the  prejudices 
but  to  the  intelligence  of  our  citizens;  to  expose 
the  profligate  conduct  of  this  bank;  to  point  «ut 
the  danger  to  our  free  institutions  of  its  continu- 
ed existence;  and  to  mark  the  progress  of  its 
moneyed  power,  "  withering,  as  with  a  subtle 
poison,"  that  purity  and  truth  which  are  the  only 
safeguards  of  freedom.  Sir,  had  I,  with  my  opi- 
nions, made  declarations  from  my  place  here, 
calculated  to  produce  alarm  in  the  public  mind; 
to  shake  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the  pub- 
lic officers  of  their  own  choice;  to  create  distrust 
towards  the  local  banks,  to  unsettle  dependence 
upon  the  credit  and  currency  of  lhe  country  ge- 
nerally; and  to  produce  a  feeling  of  agitation 
and  panic,  I  ought  not  to  have  been  surprised 
even  if  the  strong  charge  of  an  attempt  to  prac 
ti9e  a  fraud  upon  the  public  had  been  made  a- 
gainst  me.  Entertaining  the  opinions  I  do, 
were  I  to  attempt  to  convince  the  free  citizens  of 
this  republic  that  the  country  cannot  get  on  with- 
out the  aid  of  an  immense  moneyed  incorpora- 
tion; without  the  aid  of  a  bank  large  enough  to 
control  all  our  moneyed  operations;  large  enough 
to  control  the  Government  itself;  and  to  convince 
them  that  the  continuance  of  their  liberties  are 
dependent  upon  such  an  institution,  I  should  sub- 
ject myself  to  the  accusation  of  an  attempt  to  lead 
them  into  error.  I  do  not  intend,  Mr.  President, 
in  making  these  remarks,  to  impute  any  but  the 
most  honorable  intentions  to  any  member  of  this 
body,  and  I  make  them  to  show  how  very  differ- 
ently we  view  the  same  act;  how  very  different 
our  opinions  are  in  reference  to  this  bank.  I 
think  the  honorable  Senator  could  not  have  given 


sufficient  weight  to  this  consideration  when  he 
spoke  of  the  course  of  any  individual  as  fraudu- 
lent towards  the  public.  It  is  my  design,  upon 
this  as  upon  all  occasions,  to  extend  to  others 
that  charity  1  ask  for  myself,  and  while  I  claim 
sincerity  of  purpose  for  my  own  language,  and 
my  own  acts,  I  as  readily  accord  it  to  those  who 
differ  with  me  in  opinion. 

Another  remark  of  the  honorable  Senator  ap- 
pears to  me  to  deserve  a  similar  reply.  He  told, 
us,  in  his  usual  emphatic  manner,  when  speak- 
ing of  appeals  to  the  people,  that  he  knew  such 
appeals,  sometimes,  made  little  men  great,  but 
that  great  men  never  resorted  to  such  expedients. 
I  have  before  remarked,  that  opinion,  in  matters 
of  this  sort,  is  everything.  Now,  without  the 
least  design  to  impute  to  the  honorable  member 
any  motive  which  is  not  strictly  pure,  I  must  be 
permitted  to  say  to  him,  that  too  ardent  a  friend- 
ship for  an  institution,  such  as  I,  in  my  con- 
science, believe  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to 
be,  may  not  make  great  men  greater. 

The  honorable  Senator  urges  that  this  bank, 
having  been  chartered,  and  having  incorporated 
itself  and  its  transactions  with  the  business  of  the 
country,  ought  not  now  to  be  thus  suddenly  de- 
stroyed. Is  it  right,  sir,  to  call  the  destruction 
sudden?  Did  not  the  President,  as  long  ago  as 
in  December,  1829,  give  it  the  most  emphatic 
warning  to  prepare  for  its  final  close?  Has  he 
not  done  so,  annually,  from  that  time  to  the  pre- 
sent? What,  Mr.  President,  was  the  effect  of 
that  warning?  The  whole  debt  due  to  the  bank 
in  December,  1829,  when  the  first  message  of 
the  President  was  transmitted  to  Congress,  ex- 
pressing doubts  as  to  the  constitutionality  or  ex- 
pediency of  a  recharterof  the  bank,  was,  I  think, 
about  $42,000,000,  perhaps  $44,000,000,  as  ] 
speak  from  memory,  and  cannot  pretend  to  be 
precisely  accurate.  In  May,  1832,  this  debthac 
increased  to  the  enormous  amount  of  more  thar 
$70,000,000,  thus  showing  a  constant  and  rapic: 
extension  of  its  loans  as  the  final  termination  o 
its  charter  approached.  Did  the  bank  supposi 
that  the  grant  of  the  monopoly  to  it  for  the  perior 
of  twenty  years  gave  it  a  right  to  expect  or  de> 
mand  a  continuance?  Its  constant  extension  o' 
its  business,  as  it  approached  the  close  of  its  char  j 
tered  term,  would  seem  to  indicate  such  an  opi' 
nion;  but  I  respectfully  submit  that  the  reversl 
ought  to  have  been  its  conclusion.  The  privi 
leges  granted  to  it  were  of  immense  value,  am 
;i  proper  sense  of  the  justice  of  Congress  shouh 
have  induced  its  stockholders  to  believe,  even  i 
the  existence  of  a  similar  bank  was  to  be  con! 
tinued  in  the  country,  that  they  would  not  bf 
made,  for  a  second  term,  the  exclusive  recipient* 
of  this  great'bounty. 

There  is,  Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  W.,anoth«| 
view  of  this  subject,  which  strikes  my  mind  wit, 
great  force,  and  which,  in  my  judgment,  justify t 
the  charge  against  the  bank  of  a  violation  of  on. 
of  its  highest  duties.     The  period  of  its  existent 
was  distinctly  fixed  upon  the  face  of  its  charte 
and  it  owed  it  to  the  country,  as  its  highest  dut; 
to  prepare  for  that  period  in  a  manner  whit 
should  enable  it  to  go  out  of  existence  without 
shock  to  any  groat  national  interest.     The  6 
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vernment  conferred  upon  this  institution  pri- 
vileges and  benefits  inestimable,  and,  in  return 
for  that  liberality,  it  was  its  duty  to  come  into 
existence,  to  pass  its  prescribed  term,  and  to  meet 
its  close,  without  being  the  cause  of  any  convul- 
sion in  trade,  or  credit,  or  currency.  The  bank 
was  a  creature  of  the  law,  and  with  the  law  it 
should  have  prepared  itself  to  die  quietly.  This 
it  has  not  done;  but,  on  Ihe  contrary,  as  the  ter- 
mination of  its  legal  existence  approached,  it  has 
exerted  its  utmost  power  to  strengthen  its  claims 
to  a  new  existence.  It  has  spread  abroad  its  im- 
mense resources,  and  drawn  within  its  vortex 
thousands  of  citizens,  who,  when  the  warning 
was  given  to  it  by  the  President  to  prepare  for 
its  dissolution,  were  free  from  its  influence,  inde- 
pendent of  its  power.  It  has  pursued  a  course 
in  direct  contradiction  to  the  dictates  of  interest, 
if  it  had  intended  to  submit  to  the  contract  be- 
tween it  and  the  Government,  and  to  terminate 
its  existence  at  the  prescribed  limit.  Do  I,  then, 
said  Mr.  W.,  do  injustice  to  the  bank,  when  I 
infer  that  this  course  has  been  adopted  to  force 
an  extension  of  its  charier?  Other  motives  for 
the  admitted  conduct  cannot  be  assigned. 

Still  we  are  told  that  this  bank  must  not  be 
thus  suddenly  closed,  because  the  shock  given 
to  trade  and  commerce,  and  the  call  upon  debt- 
ors, will  be   greater  than  the  country  can  sus- 
tain, and  the  bill  before  us  proposes  to  extend 
its  charter  for  the  term  of  six  years,  to  enable  it 
to  close  its  business.     Sir,  did  not  the  President 
give  to  this  institution  more  than  six  years  no- 
tice, that  it  must  close  its  affairs  with  the  expir- 
ation of  its  present  charter?     Did  it  accept  that 
notice  and  prepare  itself  for  the  event?     So  far 
from  it,  its  business  was  at  once  extended,  and 
jy  its  own  acts,  its  final  close  rendered  more 
ind  more  difficult,  without  distress  to  the  coun- 
try.    Grant  it  the  time  proposed  by  the  bill  be- 
'ore  the  Senate,  and  what  assurance  have  we 
hat,  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  four  years  of 
he  period,   its  debt  will  not  be  extended  to 
1100,000,000,   instead  of  being  reduced  below 
!55, 000 ,000,  where   it  now  stands?     A  rapid 
furtailment  has  taken   place  for  the  last   five 
oonths;  a  curtailment  so  rapid  as  to  embarrass 
nd  distress  the  whole  country,  and  to  derange 
fl  its  business  operations,  and  still  the  debt  due 
p  the  bank  is  more  than  $12,000,000  greater 
jian  it  was  in  December,  1829,  when  the  Pre- 
sent, by  his  message  to  Congress,  warned  it  to 
repare  for  its  final  close  at  the  expiration  of  its 
Aarter-      I  must.  Mr.  President,  be  permitted 
>express  my  full  conviction,  drawn *from  these 
icts,  that  it  is  not  the  design  of  the  bank  to 
jscharge  its  duty  to  the  public  by  a  quiet  close 
F  its  affairs,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  its 
rttled  purpose  to  force  a  re-existence,  to  over- 
de  the   Government,  coerce  public  opinion, 
id  compel  a  recharter. 

We  are  told,  Mr.  President,  by  the  honorable 
ij^nator,  that  we  must  have  a  National  Bank; 
|d  what,  sir,  is  the  reason  urged,  as  conclusive 
•on  us,  to  establish  the  position?  It  is  the  ex- 
tence  of  the  present  pressure  upon  the  monev 
iirket  of  the  country,  said  to  exist,  in  coii- 
paplation  of  the  winding  up  of  the  present 
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bank.  Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  this  proves  to  me 
merely,  not  that  we  want  a  bank,  but  that  we 
have  a  bank.  Whence  does  the  distress  and 
pressure  complained  of  proceed?  It,  no  doubt, 
has  its  origin  in  a  complication  of  causes,  among 
which  a  general  system  of  over-trading  and  the 
change  of  the  revenue  laws  are  among  the 
most  important;  but  I  cannot  doubt  that  by  far 
the  most  powerful  cause,  at  this  time  in  opera- 
tion, is  the  hostile  attitude  which  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  has  thought  it  for  her  inter- 
est to  assume  towards  the  State  banks.  We 
have  it  in  evidence  among  the  documents  of 
Congress,  upon  the  oath  of  the  chief  officer  of 
the  bank,  Mr.  Biddle  himself,  that  that  institu- 
tion has  the  power  to  crush  the  State  banks  at 
pleasure;  that  they  exist  by  its  clemency  alone, 
and  not  because  it  has  not  the  power  to  shut 
their  doors.  The  evidences  of  a  disposition  to 
exert  that  power,  have,  for  the  last  few  months, 
been  strong  and  numerous. 

Have  we  not  heard  it  predicted,  Mr.  President, 
from  all   sides  of  this  chamber,  that  the   State 
banks  would,  be  compelled  to  stop  specie  pay- 
ments within  a  short  period  of  time  ?     Have  we 
not  seen   the  bank  press  calling   upon  the  com- 
munity to  make  runs  upon  those  banks,  telling 
the  poor  laborer  who  had  a  five  dollar  note  of  a 
State  bank  to  call  and  get  the  specie  for  it  be- 
fore  it  became  a   valueless   rag  in  his  pocket  ? 
Can  these  indications  have  been  mistaken,  sir? 
In  the^State  which  I  hare  the  honor  in  part  to 
represent  here,  I  am   happy  to  know,  that  they 
have  not  either  been   mistaken  or  disregarded  ; 
and  I  hope  I  may  not  find  myself  mistaken  in  the 
belief,  that  the  banks  of  that  State  are  prepared 
to  meet  the  blow  intended  for  them.     From  the 
latest  advices  I  have  received,  I  am  authorized 
to  suppose  that  they  have  withdrawn  from  circu- 
lation and  redeemed  from  #4, 000,000  to  $5,000,- 
000  of  their  notes,  within  the  last  sixty  or  seventy 
days.     The  effect  of  this  extensive   curtailment 
upon  the  merchants,  and,  indeed,  upon  all  class- 
es of  the  community,  must  be  severe,  but  selfC 
protection    and    self-preservation    require     the 
course  at  the  hands  of  the  banks,  and  they  have 
no  volition.     It   would  be  madness  for  them  not 
to  prepare  for  their  defence,  when  they  are  pub- 
licy  told  that  this  immense  moneyed  power,  with 
535,000,000  of  capital  at    command,  is  about  to 
aim  a  deadly  blow  at  them  ;  when  they  know  it 
has  vaunted  its  power  over   them,  and   proved 
upon  oath   that   its  forobearance    was  the  tenure 
by  which  they  held  their  existence.     The  banks, 
then,  cannot    extend  themselves  while  this  all- 
powerful  enemy  stands  ready  to  take  the  first 
advantage   of  their  exposure,  and  to  push  it  lo 
their  ruin.     Sir,  is  there  any  other  cause  for  this 
rapid  curtailment,  and  this  close  defensive  posi- 
tion assumed   by  the  State  banks?     I  know  of 
none.     Then;  can  be  none.   There  is  no  pecul  nr 
demand   for  specie,  growing  out  of  the  state  i.f 
trade,and  the  condition  of  exchange;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  the  reverse  is   to  a  greater  extent  true 
than  it  has  been  at  any  former  period  of  our  his- 
tory.   Specie  is,  at  this  moment,  abundant  in  th  o 
country,  and  its  flow  is  to,  not  from  us. 

I  cannot,  then,  be  mistaken  when  I  say,  lha 
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if  the  B  ink  of  the  United  States  would  cease  its 
efforts  for,  and  its  hopes  of  a  re-existence,  and 
would  endeavor  to  perform  its  duty  to  the  coun- 
try, by  closing  its  affairs  with  as  little  injury  as 
possible  to  my  individual  or  public  interest,  the 
State  banks  would  be  able  to  extend  their  loans, 
confidence  would  be  restored,  and  the  pressure 
upon  t&3  money  market  would  soon  cease.  Ap- 
prehension, a  just  apprehension  of  the  hostile 
movements  of  this  great  institution,  is  the  most 

?owerful  cause  of  the  present  scarcity  of  money. 
["his  scarcity  must  exist  so  long  as  this  appre- 
hension continues.  How,  then,  is  it  to  be  allay- 
ed, would  seem  to  be  the  pertinent  inquiiy  ?  The 
nonorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts  answers 
us  by  the  bill  upon  your  table.  Recharter  the 
bank ;  appease  the  monster  by  prolonging  its  ex- 
istence, and  increasing  its  power.  I  say,  no 
■ir  ;  act  promptly  and  refuse  its  wish  ;  destroy  its 
hope  of  a  recharter,  and  you  destroy  its  induce- 
ment to  be  hostile  to  the  State  institutions.  A 
different  interest,  the  interest  of  its  stockholders, 
to  wind  up  its  affairs  as  profitably  to  themselves 
as  possible,  becomes  its  ruling  object,  and  will 
direct  its  policy.  The  more  prosperous  the  coun- 
try, the  more  plenty  the  money  of  other  institu- 
tions, the  more  easily  and  safely  can  this  object 
be  accomplished ;  and  every  hope  of  a  continued 
existence  being  destroyed,  that  this  will  be  the 
object  of  the  bank  is  as  certain  as  that  its  mon- 
eyed interest  governs  a  moneyed  incorporation. 
Mr.  President,  this  is  unqustionably  the  opinion 
of  the  country.  Look,  sir,  at  the  files  of  memo- 
rials up  n  your  table,  an^  however  widely  they 
may  differ  as  to  their  views  of  the  bank,  they  all 
hold  to  you  this  language,  "act  speedily,  and 
finally  settle  the  question." 

But  we  are  told,  sir,  that  the  country  cannot 
sustain  the  winding  up  of  the  affairs  of  this 
bank.     Is  this  so  >     What  does  experience  teach 
us  upon  this  subjest?      The   old   Bank   of  the 
United  States,  within  four  months  of  the  close 
of  its  charter,  was  more  extended  in  proportion 
to  the  amount  of  its  capital,    than    the  present 
bank  is  at  this  moment;  and  still  it  is  almost  two 
years  t«  the  close  of  its  charter.     The  old  bank 
struggled  as  this  does  for  a  re-existence;  the 
country   was  then  alarmed;  memorials  in  favor 
of  the  bank  were  then,  as  now,  piled  upon  the 
tables   ofthe  members  of  Congress;  the  cries  of 
distress  ring  through  these  halls  then,  as  dis- 
tinctly as  they  now  do;  nay,    more,   gentlemen 
were  then  sent  here  from  the  commercial  cities 
toj  be  examined  upon  oath,  before  the  commit- 
tees of   Congress,  to  prove  the  existence  and 
the  extent  of  the  distress;  business  was  then  in  a 
state  of  the  utmost  depression  in   all  parts  ot 
the  Union;  commerce  was  literally  suspended 
by  the  restrictive  measures  ofthe  Government; 
tiade   was  dull   beyond  any  former   example; 
propr.it y  of  all  kinds  was  unusually  depressed 
in  (>ticr;  and  the  country  was  on  the  eve  of  a 
w*r  wiii  the  most  powerful  nation  in  th«  world. 
Still  Congress  was  unmoved,  and  the  old  bank 
was  not  rechartered.      Such  is  the   history   of 
that  period ,   and,  with  the  final  action  of  Con- 
ess,   all  knowledge  of  the   distress  ceased. 


ofthe  country  proceeding  from  the  winding  up 
ofthe  old  bank?  I,  sir,  can  find  no  trace  of 
any  such  consequences.  I  do  find  that,  in  a 
period  of  about  eighteen  months  after  the  ex- 
piration ofthe  charter,  the  bank  disposed  of  its 
other  obligations,  and  divided  to  its  stockhold- 
ers about  88  per  cent,  upon  their  stock. 

It  is  now  admitted,  on   all  hands ,    that   the 
country  is  rich   and  prosperous  in  an  unusual 
degree;  property  of  all  kinds  is  abundant,  com- 
merce is  free  and    extensive,  and  flourishing:, 
and  business  of  every  description   is  healthful 
and  vigor«us.     If,  then,  we  cannot,  in  this  con- 
dition of  things,  sustain   the  closing  of  the  af- 
fairs of  this  great  moneyed  incorporation,  it  is 
safe  to  assume  that  the  country  will  never  see 
the  time  when  it  can  do  it.     Grant  it  longer  life 
and  deeper  root,  and  ;n  vain  shall  we  try  in  fu 
ture  to  shake  it  from  us.     It  will  dictate  its  own  i 
terms,   and   command  its  own  existence.     In 
deed,  Mr.  President,   the  whole  tendency   oFI 
the  honorable  Senator's  argument,  seemed  to> 
me  to  be,  to  prove  the  necessity  of  a  perpetual 
bank  of  this  description,  and  we  have  been  re- 
peatedly told,  during  the   debate  of  the  last) 
three  months,  that  this  free,  and  rich,  and  pros- 
perous country,  cannot  get  on  without  a  great 
moneyed  power  of  this  description  to  regulate 
its  affairs.     The  b-11  before  the  Senate  propo- 
ses to  repeal  the  monopolizing  provision  in  the- 
existing  charter,  and  the  honorable  Senator  tells 
us  that  this  is  to  be  done,  that  Congress  may, 
within  the  six  vears  over  which  this  is  to  ex- 
tend the  life  of  the   present  bank,  establish  a 
new  bank  to  take  its  place,  and  into  which  the. 
affairs  of  the  old  may  be  transferred,  so  as  to  be 
finally  closed  without  a  shock  to  the  country; 
Sir,  this  is  not  the  relief  I   seek.     My  object  ■ 
the  entire  discontinuance  and  eradication  of  tin* 
or  any  similar  institution.     We  are  told  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  country  will  not  perm.t  this  now.- 
When,  sir ,  will  it  ever  permit  it  better.      Wher 
will  the  time  come  that  this  odious  institution 
can  be  finally  closed  with  less  distress  than  now 
Never,  while  cupidity  obeys  us  fixed  laws. 
This  distress,  Mr.  President,  did  not  exist  wher 
we   left  our  homes;  we  heard  not  of  it  then;  l 
commenced  with  the  commencement  of  our  de 
bates  here,  and  I  doubt  not  it  will  end  when  ow 
debates   end,    and    our   final  action  is  known 
whatever  may  be  the  result  to  which  we   shah 
arrive.     It  must  necessarily  be  temporary,  am 
it  does  not  prove  to  my  mind  the  necessity  of  I 
bank,  but  the  mischiefs  a  bank  may  produce.     . 
care  not  whether  it  be  or  be  not  in  the  power  o 
the  bank  to  ameliorate  the  evils  now  complain* 
of.     That  it  can  cause  them  in  any  manner,  i 
proof  that,  if  the  disposition  exist,  it  can  caus 
them  at  pleasure,  and  this  very  fact  is  the  strong 
est  evidence,   to  my  mind,  that  no  institutioi 
with  such  a  power,  ought  to  exist  in  this  countrj 
Sir,  the  subject  of  our  present  action  mvolvi 
two  great  principles:  one  of  the  constitution): 
power,  and  one  of  governmental  expediency.* 
fepon  neither  should  our  action   be  governt 
solely  by  considerations  of  temporary  derang 
ment  and'distress  in  the  money  market,     '' 
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will  happen.  They  must  be  temporary;  the  coun- 
try will  restore  itself,  and  money  will  again  be 
plenty;  but  the  settlement  of  important  principles 
must  involve  consequences  of  an  enduring  char 
acter — consequences  which  will  exert  an  influ- 
ence for  good  or  for  evil,  through  all  time. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Wright: 
The  honorable  member  contends  that  those  who 
thought  the  bank  was  created  by  an  unconstitu- 
tional exercise  of  power  could  not  vote  to  contin- 
ue it,  even  for  the  shortest  length  of  time,  under 
any  circumstances  whatever.  1  am  not  in  the 
predicament  of  those  who  hold  that  opinion,  and 
therefore  the  argument  is  not  addressed  to  me. 
If  it  were,  I  should  simply  say,  that  I  think  the 
gentleman's  conclusion  a  non  seqiiitur.  If  the 
general  voice  of  the  country  has  declared  the 
bank  constitutional,  as  it  repeatedly  and  con- 
stantly has  done,  1  think  a  just  deference  to  the 
judgment  of  others  might  induce  those  who  hold 
a  different  opinion  to  refrain  from  suddenly  dis- 
continuing the  bank,  at  the  cost  of  so  much  dif- 
ficulty and  distress  to  the  country.  I  do  not  well 
perceive  how  any  man  can  undertake,  on  the 
strength  of  his  own  opinion,  to  understand  and 
adminsterthe  Constitution  in  a  sense  opposite  to 
that  in  which  he  knows  a  vast  majority,  both  of 
the  States  and  of  the  people,  receive  and'under- 
stand  it,  and  have  so  done  from  its  very  begin- 
ning. 

The  honorable  member  has  said,  that  the 
bank  has  many  friends  in  the  Sta'e  he  comes 
from  ;  and  that  the  most  ardent  and  active  of 
them  are  the  great  money  dealers  in  the  city  of 
New-York.  My  information  is  quite  different 
from  this.  I  think  the  fact  is  quite  the  other 
way.  I  think  it  is  as  clear  as  daylight,  that 
those  who  are  most  anxious  for  the  continuance 
of  the  bank  are  the  traders  on  small  capitals, 
the  men  of  active  business,  the  manufacturers, 
the  mechanics,  and  the  whole  class  of  the  in- 
dustrious and  enterprising.  All  the  memorials, 
all  the  proceedings  of  public  meetings,  public 
complaints  and  petitions,  in  all  their  forms, 
prove  this,  incontestably.  I  do  not  conceive 
now  it  is  possible  for  a  gentleman  to  say  that 
brokers  and  money-dealers  are  the  most  zealous 
for  the  continuance  of  the  bank.  I  am  widely 
at  issue,  therefore,  with  the  gentleman,  on  this 
general  fact.  I  maintain  that  a  continuance  of 
the  bank  is  desired,  more  earnestly  than  by  any 
others,  by  the  active  class  of  society;  bj  those 
whose  living  depends  on  their  own  earnings. 

The  honorable  member  thinks  me  inaccurate 
in  my  remarks  on  the  Safety  Fund  system  of 
New- York.  He  says  that  only  one  of  the  three 
Commissioners,  not  all  of  them,  as  I  had  sup- 
posed, holds  his  place  by  a  political  appoint- 
ment, the  other  two  being  appointed  by  the 
banks  themselves.  The  honorable  member  is 
no  doubt  correct  in  this  ;  but  still,  whether  the 
Board  be  not  a  political  Board,  depends  on  the 
fact,  whether  both  or  either  of  these  other  two 
Commissioners  are ,  or  are  not,  appointed  on 
political  grounds,  and  act  wi'h  political  views. 

The  honorable  member  says,  too,  that  two- 
thirds  of  the  stock  of  all  the  Safety  Fund  banks 
belongs  to  those  whom  he  calls  my  friends.    I 


hope,  sir,  that  I  have  friends  among  stockhold- 
ers in  banks,  as  well  as  other  classes  of  society, 
in  that  State  ;  but  I  must  pray  the  gentleman 
not  to  denominate  any  one  class  of  men,  as  be- 
ing particularly  my  friends,  as  if  tin-re  was 
more  friendship  between  me  and  any  ene  class, 
than  there  is  between  me  and  all  the  other 
classes. 

[Mr.  Wright  said,  he  only  meant  that  they 
acted  politically  with  Mr.  Webster.] 

I  dare  say,  continued  Mr.  Webster,  the  hon. 
member  intended  no  improper  inference  should 
be  drawn  from  his  remark  ;  but  I  must  repel 
every  inference,  even  though  unintended,  from 
any  gentleman's  remark,  that  any  one  set  of 
men,  in  this  country,  have  greater  favor  to 
expect  from  me  than  the  rest ;  or,  that  I  look 
for  the  regard  or  friendship  of  any  one  class, 
more  than  that  of  all  others. 

It  may  be  very  true,  sir,  to  return  to  the 
subject,  that  more  than  half  of  the  banking 
capital  of  the  State  of  New-York,  belongs  to 
persons  opposed  to  the  administration.  But 
this  proves  nothing,  except  that  the  administra- 
tion is  not  acceptable  to  the  great  commercial 
interest  of  the  city  of  New- York.  The  banks 
in  that  city  are  large,  and  their  capital  makes  a 
great  part  of  the  aggregate  capital  of  the 
whole.  But  the  gentleman  will  not  say,  that 
throughout  the  State,  especially  in  the  great 
western  district,  any  considerable  number  of 
the  Safety  Fund  banks  are  under  any  other 
control  than  that  of  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion. 

Take  all  the  banks  in  the  country  which  hare 
been  incorporated  since  the  Safety  Fund  system 
was  established,  and  can  the  gentleman  mention 
one  which  has  not  been  studiously  and  designed- 
ly placed  in  the  hands  of  political  friends  ?  la 
there,  now-a-days,  any  such  thing  as  obtaining  a 
bank  charter  from  the  Legislature  of  New  York, 
without  commissioners,  named  in  the  act  itself, 
to  distribute  the  stock,  and  is  there  any  one  in- 
stance, in  which  a  majority  of  shares  is  not  allot- 
ed  to  men  of  one  particular  party?  Will  the  gen- 
tleman say,  that  a  hundred  of  the  first  merchant  ■ 
of  New  York,  or  Albany,  or  Utica,  or  Buffalo, 
could  this  day  obtain  a  charter,  for  themselvea, 
and  their  associates ;  the  stock  to  be  divided  as 
they  might  choose?  I  am  altogether  misinform- 
ed, if  any  such  thing  could  be  expected.  With 
us,  and  I  suppose  elsewhere,  banking  is  no  mo- 
nopoly. Certain  general  laws  rfgulate  the 
whole  business,  and  one  class  of  persons  has  the 
same  right,  and  the  same  facility,  in  applying 
for  and  receiving  charters  as  others,  if  they  con- 
form to  the  general  law,  and  show  a  probable 
necessity  for  the  institution  which  they  a*>k  for.. 
No  question  is  asked,  as  to  what  school,  or  what 
party,  the  applicants  belong;  and  this  is  as  it 
should  be.  To  place  all  bank  circulation,  and 
bank  accommodation,  and  bank  influence,  into 
party  hands,  to  be  used  for  party  purposcs,would 
be,  and  is,  if  such  a  thing  any  where  exists,  an 
enormity,  worthy  only  of  the  worst  Govern- 
ments. 

The  honorable  member  objects  to  my  protes  t 
against  the  war  waged  by  the  President  ugaina 
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the  bank.  He  says  it  comes  from  the  wrong 
side;  and  that  it  would  be  more  just  to  protest 
against  th3  war  waged  by  the  bank  against  the 
Government.  Sir,  the  protest  is  not  mine;  I  do 
nothing  but  present  it.  It  comes  from  seven 
thousand  of  the  citizens  of  Boston,  well  able  to 
make  it  good.  It  was  not  their  purpose  to  go 
into  the  origin  of  this  war,  to  inquire  who  pub- 
lished the  first  manifesto,  or  who  first  took  up 
arms.  They  saw  such  a  war  actually  existing, 
prosecuted,  and  carried  on;  and  they  found  them- 
selves greatly  injured  by  it,  and  therefore  they 
protested  against  it.  They  had  no  protest  to 
make  to  the  bank  ;  because  the  bank  was  not 
their  agent,  nor  their  Government,  but  they  do 
protest  and  have  a  right  to  protest,  against  the 
Executive  Government  entering  into  any  such 
quarrel.  And  it  will  be  wise,  to  regard  their 
protests.  They  are  earnest  who  make  it,  and 
those  should  not  be  deaf  to  whom  it  is  addressed. 

But,  sir,  it  is  true,  that,  speaking  on  another 
occasion,  I  did  myself  say  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  had  made  an  attack  on  the  bank  ; 
and  I  repeat  the  declaration.  In  his  report  on 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  he  not  only  assails 
the  general  character  and  proceedings  of  the 
bank,  and  imputes  to  its  directors  the  worst  de- 
signs, but  he  directly  questions  its  ability  for  the 
ultimate  and  punctual  payment  of  its  debts.  He 
assaults  its  commercial  credit.  Yet,  sir,  in  this 
very  bank,  which  the  Secretary  not  only  charges 
with  violations  of  its  charter,  but  against  the  cre- 
dit of  which  he  indulges  in  strong  remarks,  the 
United  States  themselves  had  seven  millions  of 
dollars;  and  a  law  of  Congress,  which  the  Sec 
retary  cannot  repeal,  makes  its  bills  a  tender  in 
all  debts  and  dues  to  the  Government!  The 
Secretary  declares  to  the  whole  world,  of  this  in- 
stitution, thus  most  intimately  connected  with 
the  highest  interests  of  the  Government,  that  if 
the  Government  should  leave  large  sums  in  its 
vaults,  its  ability  to  be  prompt  in  the  payment 
thereof  to  Government,  hereafter,  might  well  be 
doubted !  a  declaration,  in  my  opinion,  in  all  re- 
spects of  most  extraordinary  character.  He  says, 
too,  that  it  is  well  understood  that  its  superior 
credit  was  not  founded  on  any  particular  confi- 
dence in  its  management ;  but  wus  occasioned  al- 
together by  the  agreement  to  receive  its  notes  in 
payments  to  the  United  States  ,•  thus  intimating 
that  it  owed  its  commercial  credit  to  the  favor  of 
Government,  and  leaving  others  to  infer  what 
would  happen  to  that  credit  when  such  favor 
was  withdrawn.  Fortunately  for  the  country, 
as  well  as  the  bank,  its  credit  has  been  able  to 
stand  against  all  sorts  ®f  Executive  denuncia- 
tions. 

The  honorable  member,  sir,  has  said,  that 
there  seems  to  be  a  disposition  to  impute  to  him, 
or  to  others,  an  inclination  to  appeal  to  the  pre- 
judices of  the  people,  and  to  support  the  admi- 
nistration by  an  outcry  of  danger  to  liberty,  to  be 
apprehended  from  the  bank.  This  the  honora- 
ble member  repels,  and  declares  that  he  makes 
his  addresses  to  the  good  sense,  and  to  the  pa- 
triotism of  the  people,  and  not  to  their  prejudi- 
ces. Such,  it  is  true,  sir,  are  the  captions  of  all 
•uch  addresses,  whether  made  in  or  out  of  Con- 


gress. They  are  all  headed,  "  To  the  good  sense 
and  patriotism  of  the  people."  I  do  not  expect 
to  hear  those,  who  raise  a  false  alarm  about  li- 
berty, begin  by  saying,  "  Friends,  I  address  my- 
self to  your  prejudices  ;  I  know  your  love  of  li- 
berty, and  I  come  to  take  advantage  of  it ;  you 
have  a  weak  side,  and  I  mean  to  attack  it ;  all 
that  I  say  of  danger  to  liberty  is  mere  pretence, 
and,  disguised  under  that  pretence,  I  have  far 
different  objects."  No,  no,  sir.  None  of  the 
formulas  have  this  sort  of  beginning  ;  they  more 
usually  run  after  this  fashion  :  "  My  enlightened 
fellow-citizens !  Nothing  but  devotion  to  your 
interest  could  induce  me  to  raise  my  voice  against 
the  monster !  Your  liberties  are  in  the  utmost 
peril !  Nothing  but  one  man's  efforts  can  save 
them  from  destruction!  A  bank  is  an  engine  of 
despotism!  A  moneyed  aristocracy  is  overturn- 
ing the  Constitution  !  Sons  of  martyred  sires  ! 
will  you  hesitate  longer  to  trust  all  your  rights, 
and  place  all  your  hopes  in  one  man's  hand's  ? — 
Huzza,  then,  for  him,  who  can  place  his  foot,  and 
help  us  to  place  our  feet,  on  the  neck  of  the  mon- 
ster !  Be  assured,  my  enlightened  fellow-citi- 
zens, that  in  saying  all  this,  I  appeal  not  to  your 
prejudices.  God  forbid !  But  to  your  good  sense 
and  your  patriotism." 

This,  sir,  appears  to  me  to  be  something 
like  the  usual  strain  of  discourse,  by  which  the 
public  mind  is  to  be  reasoned  into  opposition 
to  the  bank. 

Sir,  do  men  of  intelligence,  in  or  out  of 
Congress,  really  believe  that  there  is  danger  to 
public  liberty  to  be  feared  from  the  bank?  I  can 
hardly  think  it  possible;  yet  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  New  York  says,  he  does  fear  such  dan- 
ger ,  and  of  course  he  is  to  be  believed;  but  is  it 
possible  that  men,  whose  vision  is  not,  uncon- 
sciously to  themselves)  distorted  by  politics  and 
party,  can  see  any  such  thing'  Was  there  one 
man  in  five  thousand,  who  felt  or  expressed  any 
such  fear,  until  party,  beginning  the  cry  here, 
shouted  it  over  all  the  land,  for  mere  party  purpo- 
ses? We  have  had  a  bank,  sir,  for  near  forty 
years;  that  is  to  say,  almost  as  long  as  we  have 
had  a  Government;  the  people  have  felt  no  evil 
from  it,  nor  apprehended  any  danger;  it  is  only 
when  its  continuance  becomes  connected  with 
questions  of  party  politics,  that  the  alarm  bells 
are  all  set  ringing,  and  on  such  occasions,  it 
must  be  confessed,  their  din  is  almost  stunning. 
Where  was  this  apprehension  for  liberty  when 
the  present  bank  was  created?  Its  vigilant  guar- 
dians in  New  York,  how  happened  it  that  they 
were  all  then  found  sleeping?  How  happened  the 
bank  to  receive  the  vote  of  all  the  members  from 
that  State,  except  a  few,  whom  the  gentleman 
would  not  be  likely  to  allow  to  be  the  most 
watchful  sentinels  of  liberty?  Sir,  the  gentle- 
man says  that  I  have  spoken  of  these  expressions 
of  fear  and  apprehensions  of  alarm,as  being  frau- 
dulent; of  course,  sir,  I  apply  no  such  epithet  to 
what  may  be  said  by  any  gentleman  in  debate 
here;  but  that  all,  which  we  hear  out-doors  on 
this  subject  emanates  from  good  sense  and 
honest  purpose,  is  more  than  can  easily  be  be- 
lieved. 

The  gentleman,  sir,  in  another  part  of  his  re- 
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marks,  has  said,  that  I  have  declared  that  we 
must  have  a  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  all 
time  to  come.  I  have  not  said  so.  [Mr. Wright 
rose  and  said  he  had  only  meant  to  contend  that 
that  was  the  result  of  Mr.  Webster's  reason- 
ing.] That,  said  Mr.  Webster,  is  the  gentle- 
man's own  inference.  What  I  did  say,  I  am 
ready  to  repeat;  and  that  is,  that  looking  to  the 
present  political  and  commercial  state  of  the 
country,  to  the  actual  existence  of  so  many  State 
banks,  and  to  the  duty  imposed  by  the  Consti- 
tution on  Congress,  respecting  the  currency,  I 
do  not  see  how  that  duty  can  be  performed  with- 
out the  instrumentality  of  a  National  Bank. — 
Times  may  change, and  a  bank  may  become  un- 
necessary; but,  in  the  present  state  pf  things,  I 
am  free  to  confess  that  I  regard  a  bank,  estab- 
lished by  Congress,  as  an  indispensable  instru- 
ment in  the  beneficial  administration  of  Govern- 
ment. The  hon.  gentleman  inquires  what  se- 
curity there  is,  if  this  bill  for  continuing  the  bank 
for  a  limited  time  pass,  that,  instead  of  reducing 
its  debt,  the  bank  will  not  go  on  augmenting  it, 
till  it  run  up  to  a  hundred  millions?  Sir,  such  a 
thing  is  impossible.  All  the  restrictions  in  the 
present  charter  are  retained,  and  the  bill  which 
I  propose,  authorizes  Congress  to  make  another 
bank,  and  to  place  the  public  revenues  in  such 
bank  whenever  it  pleases.  A  leading  feature  in 
this  bill  is,  that  it  leaves  the  whole  matter  open 
to  the  deliberation  of  Congress.  Congress, 
therefore,  can,  at  any  time,  adopt  measures, 
should  they  be  necessary,  to  compel  the  bank  to 
collect  its  debts. 

This,  sir,  is  the  answer  to  the  gentleman's  in- 
quiry. It  will  be  seen  that,  by  this  bill,  the  de- 
posites  are  to  be  restored  to  the  bank,  but,  at  all 
times  hereafter,  to  be  subject  to  be  removed  at 
the  pleasure  of  Congress. 

But,  Mr.  President,  there  is  one  singular  ob- 
jection made  to  the  bank  by  the  gentleman. 
In  point  of  form,  at  least,  it  is  a  new  indict- 
ment. It  is,  that  the  bank  will  not,  as  in  duty 
bound,  die  easy!  It  holds  out  contumaciously 
against  the  Government,  while  the  Government 
is  admonishing  it  to  yield  up  its  breath  without 
a  struggle.  It  insists  on  a  renewed  existence, 
says  the  gentleman;  it  claims  a  recharter,  in 
opposition  to  the  well  known  will  of  Govern- 
ment. The  Government!  Why  sir,  what  is 
the  Government?  The  Government,  the  gen- 
tleman says,  has  warned  the  bank  to  resign  its 
being  quietly,  but  the  bank  still  stands  out  a- 
gainst  the  will  of  Government.  What  (iov- 
ernment,  sir?  What  is  the  Government?  Who 
has  warned  the  bank  not  to  expect  renewal? 
Not  Congress,  certainly.  Congress  has  pass- 
ed a  bill  for  continuing  its  charter,  for  fifteen 
years.by  large  majorities  in  both  Houses.  And 
one  of  the  last  acts  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives was  to  express  its  undiminished  confi- 
dence in  the  bank.  And  yet,  sir,  we  are  told 
that  the  Government  has  warned  the  bank  to 
die  in  peace,  but  that  the  bank  stubbornly 
clings  to  life,  in  tpposition  to  this  well  known 
will  and  kind  warning  of  the  Government  Ay, 
sir,  the  Government!  We  understand  what  the 
gentleman  means  by  Government.    This  House 


is  nothing;  the  other  House  is  nothing;  both  are 
nothing.  The  President  is  the  Government ! 
Sir,  lexicographers  frame  their  definition*  of 
words  and  terms  from  their  actual  use;  and  if, 
one  of  them  was  now  compiling  &  political  dic- 
tionary, he  would  find  much  recent  authority 
for  defining  Government,  in  a  free  countrj, 
to  mean  the  Chief  Executive  Magistrate. 

The  bank  has  had  solemn  warning,  it  is  s-iid, 
not  to  apply  for  a  continuance.  What  is  thi* 
solemn  warning?  Where  is  it  to  be  found?  Is 
it  found  in  the  strong  vote  of  the  two  Houses 
granting  a  new  charter*  Is  it  found  in  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  at  the 
very  session  when  the  two  Houses  passed  the 
bill'  Is  it  found  in  the  petitions  and  memori- 
als on  our  table!  No,  sir.  It  is  found  no 
where  but  fin  the  declaration  of  the  President; 
his  will  alone  is  to  stand  for  the  decision  of 
Government.  But  the  President  himself,  when 
did  he  first  give  this  warning?  The  first  mes- 
sage in  which  he  mentioned  the  subjec',  con- 
tained an  expression  of  his  opinion,  that  the 
prolongation  of  the  bank  charter  was  matter  fit 
to  be  considered  and  decided  by  Congress,  and 
recommended  to  Congress  to  take  up  the  sub- 
ject at  an  early  day,  and  consider  and  decide 
upon  it  accordingly.  Congress,  in  due  time, 
acted  on  this  recommendation.  It  took  up  the 
suhjejt,  it  did  consider  it,  and  it  did  decide  upon 
it.  It  passed  a  bill  as  the  result  of  iis  delibera- 
tions, and  that  bill  the  President  negatived 

The  honorable  member  has  gone  into  other 
topics.  He  has  remarked  upon  the  cause,  the 
precise  and  particular  cause,  which  occasions , 
as  he  thinks,  the  present  pressure  on  the  coun- 
try. He  finds  this  cause  in  the  hostile  conduct 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  towards  the 
State  banks.  This  is  his  opinion,  but  it  hap- 
pens not  to  be  the  opinion  of  these  State  banks 
themselves.  A  great  majority,  of  such  as  we 
have  heard  from,  almost  all  of  them,  instead  of 
any  such  cause,  unite  in  assigning  the  distress 
to  a  very  different  one,  that  is  to  say,  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  Secretary;  and  on  this  subject,  I 
cannot  but  think  their  opinions  better  authority 
than  those  of  the  gentleman.  Sir,  if  the  con- 
duct of  the  bank  towards  the  State  banks  be  fit 
to  be  complained  of,  why  do  they  not  comp  ain? 
Why  do  not  the  deposite  banks  themselves  find 
fault?  Why  do  they  not  speak  out,  and  make 
the  hostility  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
towards  them  public  and  manifest?  Sir,  they 
pretend  to  no  such  thing.  Pressed  as  they  are 
on  all  sides,  and  anxious  as  they  must  be  to 
shift  responsibility  from  themselves  to  others, 
they  do  not,  nevertheless,  undertake  to  come 
before  us  and  charge  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  with  any  acts  of  hostility  or  unkindness. 

But,  sir,  in  conclusion.the  honorable  member 
has  his  measure  of  relief,  very  general,  it  must 
be  admitted,  and  very  simple.  It  is,  that  we 
should  ssttle  the  question.  By  which  he  means, 
I  suppose,  that  one  House  or  both  should  vote 
their  approbation  of  the  Secretary's  proceed- 
ings. But  what  would  this  settle?  It  might 
settle  the  question  immediately  pending;  but  it 
would  not  settle  the  subject.      It  would  not 
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compose  the  public  agitation,  because  it  would 
not  restore  the  public  prosperity.  This  is  the 
mistake,  sir,  which,  as  it  appears  to  me,  the 
friends  of  the  administration  daily  commit 
They  seem  to  think  that  the  great  questions 
which  now  so  generally  occupy  and  so  deeply 
agitate  the  country,  are  to  be  settled  by  author- 
ty.  They  think  all  will  be  quiet  and  prosper- 
ous again,  if  only  the  Senate  and  the  House  of 
Representatives  would  approve  the  Secretary's 
conduct.  Sir,  they  deceive  themselves.  No 
such  superficial  remedy  will  touch  the  source 
of  the  disease;  and  this  people,  sir,  are  not  a 
people  to  be  satisfied  merely  with  opinions  from 
high  places.  If  they  believe  the  laws  to  have 
been  violated,  they  will  insist  that  they  be  re- 
dressed; if  they  feel  severe  distress,  arising 
from  political  mismanagement,  they  will  de- 
mand relief,  and  will  continue  to  demand  it, 
and  until  it  be  obtained,  they  will  not  be  hushed 
into  quiet  by  any  lullaby  whatever. 

Mr.  LEIGH  rose  and  said:  The  gentleman 
from  New  York  had  entirely  mistaken  the  import 
and  the  purpose  of  several  of  the  remarks  made 
by  me  the  other  day,  which  he  has  thought  wor- 
thy of  his  notice.  I  am  far  more  disposed  to 
impute  his  misconceptions  to  my  own  want  of 
clearness  and  precision,  than  to  any  defect  of 
apprehension  on  his  part;  and,  as  others  may 
have  fallen  into  similar  mistakes,  it  is  well,  at 
once,  to  give  such  explanations  of  my  meaning 
in  some  of  the  particulars  alluded  to,  as  will 
leave  no  room  for  misunderstanding. 

In  the  first  place,  when  I  said  that  the  putting 
down  o  f  the  existing  bank  might,  very  probably, 
(I  add  now, that  I  believe  it  will  certainly)  be  fol- 
lowed !>y  the  incorporation  of  another  National 


has  not,  of  late,  from  use  and  habit,  become 
enamoured  of  that  deformity. 

Is  it  supposed  that  the  people,  particularly 
the  people  of  Virginia,  have  forgotten  the  pro- 
pension  of  this  Government  to  monarchy,  as 
well  as  consolidation? — or  that  they  have  be- 
some  reconciled  to  its  monarchical  tendencies, 
or  astounded  by  the  rapidity  with  which  they 
arejwoiking? — and  that  they  will  lend  a  hand  to 
accelerate  the  operation  of  them  ?  If  we  wilful- 
ly shut  our  eyes  to  the  progress  of  things;  if  we 
are  so  supine  and  neglectful  as  not  to  guard  our 
institutions  against  the  approaches  of  power  car- 
ried on  in  broad  day;  if  the  frenzy  of  party 
spirit,  so  apt  to  dim  men's  vision  and  deprave 
their  ci.vic  character,  is  to  be  still  cherished  and 
vaunted  as  the  chief  merit  of  the  citizen;  if  the 
suppoit  of  Executive  prerogative,  is  to  be  the 
chief  test  of  republicanism,  then  we  shall 
await  the  experiment  of  that  "political  bank," 
which  I  see  more  and  more  reason  every  hour  to 
apprehend;  and  then  too,  we  may  surely  expect 
to  pay  the  penalty  we  shall  deserve,  in  the  pri- 
vation, not  of  property,  but  of  liberty.  My 
part  of  the  punishment  I  must  bear,  I  will  not 
incur  any  share  of  the  guilt.  The  gentleman 
from  New-York  says,  he  thinks  any  national 
bank  would  be  unconstitutional.  He  does  not 
profess  to  think,  he  cannot  think,  that  the  Pre- 
sident is  of  that  opinion.  I  repeat,  that  the 
President,  in  his  veto  message,  declared  to  the 
nation,  that  he  w6uld  have  furnished  Congress 
a  scheme  of  a  national  bank,  if  he  had  been 
asked  to  do  so.  What  that  scheme  was,  he  did 
not  think  proper  to  indicate  :  whatever  it  was, 
the  gentleman  from  New-York,  no  more  than  I, 
can  think  his  bank  would  have  been  constitu- 
tional; and  he  may  rely  upon  it,  there  are  no 


Bank,liable  to  all  the  constitutional  objections  constitutional  objections  that    will   induce   the 


which,in  the  judgment  of  the  people  of  Virginia, 
condemn  the  charter  of  the  present  bank,  with 
no  other  differences  but  such  as  will  aggravate 
the  evil,  I  did  not,  as  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  supposes,  rest  my  objection  to  that  project 
of  a  new  National  Bank,  of  which  I  spoke,  on 
the  single  circumstance  that  the  mother  bank 
would  be  located  in  New  York.  That  was,inmy 
mind,  no  otherwise  an  objection  to  the  scheme, 
than  as  it  might  contribute  to  make  it  accepta- 
ble there,  and  thus  to  fasten  it  upon  us.  I  said 
that  the  only  differences  between  the  charter  of 
the  present  bank  and  that  of  the  National  Bank 
which  is  likely  to  succeed  it,  would  probably 
consist  in  the  location  of  the  mother  bank  at 
New  York;  and  in  the  vesting  of  an  absolute 
control  over  the  direction  in  the  President  of 
he  United  States.  Of  this  last  principle  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  has  taken  no  notice 
— yet  it  was  this  principle  on  which  I  chiefly 
dwelt — this  principle  which  may  serve  to  re- 
commend it  to  Executive  approbation — this 
principle  which  will  multiply  the  Executive 
influence,  threefold — fivefold— ten  fold;  it  was 
this  principle  that  was  chiefly  the  object  of  my 
abhorrence   and   dread,  and  will  excite  the  ap- 

Jrehensions  and  indignation  of  every  man,  who 
as  been  at  all  sensible  of  the  "awful  squinting 
•f  this  Government  towards  monarchy,"  or  who 


President  to  veto  a  bank  charter  framed  to  his 
liking. 

The  gentleman  seems  to  suppose,  that  I  ex- 
pressed a  doubt  of  the  patriotism  of  the  Western 
States,  while  he  relies  on  it  as  sufficient  to  make 
them  bear  every  evil,  however  oppressive,  pro- 
vided it  is  inflicted  by  their  Government.  The 
gentlemen  cannot  entertain  a  higher  opinion  of 
their  loyalty  t»  the  Union  than  I  do  ;  but  let  go- 
vernment beware  not  to  put  their  loyalty  to  trials 
which  no  loyalty  can  indure.  I  am  myself  sin- 
cerely, most  sincerely,  attached  to  the  Union ; 
and  it  was  for  that  very  reason  I  thought  it  right 
to  forewarn  my  countrymen  of  the  danger  which 
is  hanging  over  it.  Would  to  Heaven  I  could 
believe  the  danger  imaginary  ! 

Taking  the  present  state  of  things  to  exhibit 
the  permanent  system  of  the  Government,  and 
adverting  to  the  state  and  course  of  business  in 
the  country,  I  intimated  the  opinion,  that  the 
system,  if  persisted  in  under  such  circumstances, 
would  give  New  York  such  advantages,  such  a 
a  command  over  the  whole  commerce  of  the 
country,  as  must  make  her  mistress  of  the  em- 
pire. Of  the  correctness  of  the  general  propo- 
sition I  am  quite  sure;  but  I  did  not,  because  I  was 
not  able  to  develop  it  in  all  its  bearings.  The  gen- 
tlemen, neither  admitting  nor  controverting  the 
justness  of  my  conclusions,  contents  himself  with 
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saying,  that  the  rest  of  the  Union,  and  especially 
Virginia,  cannot  be  so  unreasonable  as  the  object 
to  the  enjoyment  by  the  city  of  New  York,  of 
all  its  natural  advantages  ;  and  he  does  me  no 
more  than  justice,  when  he  expresses  his  assu- 
rance that  1  will  not.  No,  certainly  we  will  not. 
But  the  gentleman  will  be  pleased  to  reflect,  that 
the  advantages  given  to  New  York,  by  the  action 
of  this  Government — advantages  given  to  her  at 
the  expense  of  every  other  part  of  the  country — 
are  not  natural  advantages, but  factitious,  unna- 
tural, undue  advantages,  in  whichit  is  altogether 
unreasonable  to  expect  us  to  acquiesce.  If  I  am 
right  in  my  estimate  of  the  charter  and  extent  of 
those  advantages,  they  ought  to  excite,  they  will, 
they  must  excite,  public  attention  and  the  most 
anxious  deliberation  throughout  the  country. 

In  reference  to  the  decision  which  the  people 
of  Virginia  will  make,  between  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  various  alternatives  which  I  apprehend  the 
developments  of  the  present  year  may  present  to 
them,  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  apparent 
ly  supposing  that  I  declared  a  contrary  opinion, 
took  upon  himself  to  say,  that  they  will  not  give 
their  consent  to  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of 
the  present  bank,  which  they  believe  to  be  un- 
constitutional, in  order  to  avoid  other  measures . 
even  though  these  should  be  unconstitutional, 
and  of  far  more  pernicious  consequence.  Now, 
I  pray  the  Senate  to  remember,  that  I  did  not 
undertake  to  s<y,  how  the  people  of  Virginia  will 
decide  between  the  alternatives  they  may,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  will,  be  presented  to  them  ;  and  if 
the  gentleman  only  knew  with  what  respect  we  are 
in  the  habit  of  regarding  the  deliberate  judgment 
of  the  people,  and  the  expression  of  their  will,he 
would  understand  the  reason  why  I  did  not  pre- 
sume to  declare  my  opinion  what  their  decision 
will  be. 

But,  in  the  decision  of  such  a  question — in 
the  choice  between  evils,  some  one  or  other  of 
which  is  inevitable,  it  is  not  morally  possible,  it 
is  not  right,  to  pay  no  regard  to  pre-existing 
facts  which  have  already  worked  their  effects — 
no  regard  to  the  actual  circumstances  of  the 
nation ,  which,  however  produced,  can  no  wise 
be  altered — no  regard  to  consequences.  This 
is  what  the  people  of  Virginia  have  never 
done.  Even  in  respect  to  this  question  of  a 
National  Bank,  they  have  hitherto  never  done 
so.  When  the  question  of  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  pending  before  Congress,  in  1811,  the 
General  Assembly  of  Virginia  declared  its  opi- 
nion, that  the  institution  was  unconstitutional, 
and  on  that  ground  alone  instructed  the  Sena- 
tors of  the  State,  in  Congress,  to  vote  against 
the  renewal  of  the  charter.  But  soon  after- 
wards, in  1814,  when  Mr.  Dallas's  scheme  of  a 
National  Bank  (regarded  as  his,  I  suppose,  be- 
cause he  then  had  the  administration  of  the 
Treasury  Department)  was  under  consideration, 
Virginia  remained  profoundly  silent.  This, 
however,  was  during  the  war,  when  the  finan- 
cial embarrassments  of  the  country  were  ex- 
treme, and  when  the  minds  of  all  men  were 
occupied  with  the  war,  and  intent  only  on  the 


contest  with  the  foreign  enemy  ;  and  this  cir- 
cumstance might  suffice  to  account  for  the  in- 
attention of  Virginia,  at  that  time,  to  the  pro- 
ject of  a  National  Bank,  though  she  still  held 
it  to  be  unconstitutional,  or  even  for  any  favor 
with  which  her  statesmen  may  then  have  viewed 
it.  But  the  charter  of  the  present  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  proposed  and  adopted  in 
1815-6,  after  the  peace — proposed  and  adopted, 
I  verily  believe,  under  a  sense  of  imperious 
necessity,  as  the  only  practicable  means  of  cor- 
recting the  vitiated  state  of  the  currency  pro- 
duced by  an  inundation  of  bank  paper  poured 
forth  by  the  State  banks,  and  of  relieving  the 
operations  of  the  Treasury  from  continual  em- 
barrassment and  disorder — and  I  well  remem- 
ber (for  knowing  the  public  opinion  on  the  con- 
stitutional question,  I  was  surprised  at  the  fact) 
that  Virginia  still  remained  profoundly  silent. 
A  few  there  were,  who  faintly  urged  the  con- 
stitutional objection,  but  the  greater  part  of 
our  statesmen,  and  the  General  Assembly,  re- 
mained silent.  My  own  opinion  on  the  consti- 
tutional question  was  the  same  then  that  it  is 
now,  and  confii  med  by  a  very  careful  examina- 
tion of  it ;  but,  considering  it  as  abandoned,  I 
was  of  the  number  of  those  who  yet  objected 
to  the  proposed  charter,  on  the  ground  that  the 
capital  was  toolarge--larger  than  necessary  for 
its  avowed  purpose- -so  large  that  the  institu. 
tion  would  become,  unavoidably  and  indissolu* 
bly,  complicated  with  all  the  financial  and 
commercial  affairs  of  the  ration- -though,  in 
truth,  the  sum  of  thirty  five  millions  did  not 
then  sound  to  the  general  ear,  or  to  my  own,  as 
by  any  means  so  vast  a  sum  as  it  now  appears  to 
our  perceptions. 

But  neither  did  Virginia  make  any  objection 
on  this  score.  The  wisest  and  firmest  men,  the 
most  consistent  and  strenuous  maintainers  of 
strict  construction,  seemed  overcome  by  a  sense 
of  imperious  necessity;  and  the  State,  though 
it  would  not  give  its  positive  assent  to  the  mea- 
sure, yet  gave  it  a  negative  support,  by  with- 
drawing its  opposition.-  Mr.  Madison,  then 
President  of  the  United  States,  gave  his  appro- 
bation to  the  charter,  avowedly  yielding  his 
private  opinion  on  the  constitutional  question, 
to  the  general  sense  of  the  nation.  Did  ha 
thereby  forfeit  any  portion  of  the  esteem,  the 
confidence,  the  veneration,  of  the  people  of 
Virginia?  Mr.  Crawford  was  a  strenuous  and 
able  advocate  of  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of 
the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States,  thereby  giv- 
ing the  weight  of  his  authority  to  the  latitudi- 
nous  principle  of  construction,  (as  we  think  it,) 
by  which  alone  it  can  be  vindicated.  Did  not 
Virginia  afterwards  give  him  her  zealous  sup- 
port for  the  Presidency?  I  gave  him  my  vote, 
with  most  hearty  good  will.  Again,  when  the 
question  concerning  the  recharter  of  the  bank 
as  before  Congress  in  1832,  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Virginia  remained  profoundly  silent; 
though  the  constitutional  question  had  then 
been  revived — with  what  collateral  views,  it  re- 
quired no  wizard  to  understand.  Sir,  Virginia 
may  now,  with  perfect  consistency,  make  that 
choice  between  the  alternatives  that  shall  be 
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presented  to  her  wisdom  as  shall  seem  good; 
and  all  I  desire  is  that  she  shall  understand  the  al- 
ternatives—distinctly,  thoroughly,  understand 
them — and  calmly,  deliberately,  consider  them. 
Then  will  her  resolution  be  worthy  of  conside- 
ranee,  and  challenge  obedience. 

I  am  as  fixed  in  the  opinion,  that  the  present 
bank,  or  any  other  national  bank,  is  unconstitu- 
tional, as  the  gentleman  from  New-York  can 
possibly  be.  But,  sir,  there  is  a  wide  and  obvi- 
ous difference  betwet  n  the  question,  whether 
an  act  shall  be  done,  whether  a  particular  sys- 
tem shall  be  ad  pted  ;  and  the  question,  after 
the  aci  has  been  done,  after  the  system  has 
been  adopted,  whether  it  shall  be  undone,  or 
reversed;  and  this,  though  the  question,  in  both 
cases  alike,  may  involve  a  point  of  constitution- 
al law  .  The  first  act  does  not  operate  merely 
by  the  force  of  iis  authority,  as  a  precedent;  it 
La  an  act  done,  which  cannot  be  recalled;  which 
has  produced  effects  that  cannot  be  annihilated; 
a  state  of  Lets  that  no  human  power  or  wisdom 
can  alter;  and  the  actual  state  of  affairs  may 
render  it  difficult  and  hazardous  to  reverse  at 
all  the  system  of  mea-.ii  es  out  of  which  it  has 
grown,  and  impossible  to  reverse  it  abruptly, 
without  subverting  the  very  frame  of  Govern- 
ment from  its  foundations,  or  making  a  vital 
change  in  its  constitution.  For  instance,  we 
now  know,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, at  least  his  opinion  at  first,  that  the  ad- 
mission of  the  purchased  territory  of  Louisiana 
into  the  Union,  as  an  integral  part  of  the  em- 
pire, was  not  warranted  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  The  Senate  will  not  imagine 
that  I  have  ever  bestowed  any  serious  care  to 
the  examination  of  that  question.  At  the  time 
of  the  transaction,  I  was  not  competent  to  the 
task;  and  the  glory  of  extending  the  empire 
of  free  Government  over  so  vast  a  region, 
which  won  my  h.att,  would  have  swayed  my 
judgment.  But  suppose  that,  upon  a  deliber- 
ate examination  of  it  now,  my  judgment  should 
be  fully  convinced  that  that  first  "opinion  of  Mr. 
Jefferson  was  right,  does  any  man  think,  if  the 
question  siiould  be  presented  to  this  House, 
whether  Arkansas  shall  be  admitted  as  a  State 
into  the  Union,  that  1  would,  or  that  I  ought,  to 
raise  the  constitutional  objection?  I  know  very 
well  the  differences  between  such  a  question, 
ami  the  question  of  renewal  of  the  charter  of 
tr.e  bank.  I  am  only  illustrating  my  meaning. 
Considerations,  like  this  I  have  been  suggest- 
ing, must  occur  to  all  thinking  men,  and  have 
their  proper  weight  with  them  ;  and  the  more 
ardent  their  attachment  to  the  Union,  and  the 
greater  their  loyalty  to  the  Constitution  and 
laws ,  the  more  cautious  will  they  be  in  resolving 
on  the  proper  course  of  measures  in  the  present 
conjuncture  of  affairs,  and  that,  yet  more  aw- 
ful, which  is  coming  on.  The  very  intensity  of 
the  aisease  often  forbids  an  immediate  resort  to 
strong  and  decisive  remedies. 

The  President  tells  the  public  that  he  is  re- 
solved to  restore  tha  country  to  a  metallic  me- 
dium of  circulation,  and  though  I  can  never 
agree  with  him  that  it  is  at  all  within  his  comp- 
etency to  regulate  the  currency,  or  that  such  a 


work  us  he  proposes  to  himself,  can  be  accom- 
plished immediately,  at  a  single  blow,  and  by  a 
more  exertion  of  the  will  of  Government;  yet  I 
so  far  agree  with  him  as  to  think  that  the  metal- 
lic basis,  on  which  our  system  of  bank  paper 
currency  rests,  (I  mean  the  whole  system,  State 
and  Federal,)  is  altogether  too  narrow,  and 
ought,  by  all  judicious  iuean3  practicable,  to  be 
widened-  Of  this,  the  recent  disclosures  of  the 
condition  of  the  State  banks,  have  convinced 
me;  I  had  before,  no  adequate  idea  of  the  state 
of  them.  Their  system  of  credit  and  currency 
is  an  inverted  pyramid  of  stupendous  dimensions 
testing  on  a  support  narrower  than  its  apex--a 
breath  can  shake  it — a  single  powerful  hand  can, 
in  a  moment,  subvert  and  tumble  it  into  ruins. 
But  the  restoration  of  a  metallic  currency,  par- 
tially to  any  desirable  extent,  much  more  in 
whole,  can  only  be  the  work  of  legislation — wise, 
cautious  legislation --and  it  must  be  a  work  of 
time.  Any  movement  towards  the  object  must 
proceed  by  slow  degrees,  step  by  stap,  inch  by 
inch,  hesitating  at  the  least  appearance  of  fail- 
ure, and  never  moving  rapidly  till  success  shall 
be  certain.  Now,  it  seems  to  me  quite  plain, 
that  a  National  Bank  may  h  e  made  a  far  more 
efficient  instrument  than  the  President's  league 
of  State  banks  can  possibly  be,  for  gradually 
contracting  its  own  paper  circulation  and  that 
of  the  State  banks,  and  thus  for  introducing  a 
hard  money  currency  in  place  of  the  bank  paper 
currency  that  shall  be  drawn  in,  and,  in  the  end, 
reducing  the  whole  system,  State  and  Federal, 
to  a  state  in  which  it  may  easily  be  limited  or 
abolished,  as  experience  shall  dictate  to  be  wise. 
And,  for  my  part,  I  cannot  understand,  and  I 
shall  be  obliged  to  any  gentlemen  who  will  have 
the  goodness  to  explain  to  me,  how  it  can  be  that 
Congress,  and  the  President  concurring  in  the 
act,  have  no  t  onstitutional  power  to  regulate  the 
currency  through  the  instrumentality  of  a  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  yet  that  the  President  alone 
possesses  n  rightful  constitutional  prerogative  to 
regulate  the  currency  through  the  instrumentali- 
ty of  his  league  of  State  banks  ? 

Yet  this  prerogative  is  exactly  what  he  openly 
claims.  I  stated  the  other  day,  from  memory, 
what  he  said  on  this  subject  to  one  of  the  com- 
mittees that  have  recently  waited  on  him:  it  was 
the  Philadelphia  committee;  and  I  shall  now 
read  to  the  Senate  the  passages  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  which  I  referred,  premising 
that  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  of  the  accuracy 
of  the  report  of  twenty  two  respectable  wit- 
nesses. 

"It  was  announced  by  the  President  that  he 
"meant  to  continue  the  present  system  of  collec- 
"ting  the  revenue  by  the  State  banks,  until  the 
"experiment  had  been  fully  tried,  and  at  all  e- 
"vents  until  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the 
"United  States  Bank.  That  he  had  no  doubt  of 
"the  success  of  the  experiment,  nor  that  the  State 
"banks  would  answer  all  the  purposes  of  the 
"country:  That  he  would  furnish  the  country  with 
"as  good,  nay,  a  better  and  more  solvent  currency 
"than  that  of  the  National  Bank.  That  he  had 
"early  foreseen  and  provided  against  the  inclina- 
tion of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  crush  the 
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"State  Banks, and  that  his  interposition  alone  had 
"saved  them  from  ruin.  That  he  would  continue 
"to  protect  the  State  banks  by  all  the  means  in  his 
"power." 

"The  President  admitted  that  considerable  dis- 
"tress  had  followed  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
"ment  in  relation  to  the  deposites.  He  had  ne 
"ver  doubted  that  brokers  and  slock  speculators, 
"and  all  who  were  doing  business  upon  borrowed 
"capital,  would  suffer  severely  under  the  effects 
"of  the  measure,  and  that  all  such  people  ought 
"to  break." 

"In  reference  to  his  declaration,  that  he  would 
"continue  the  present  system  of  collecting  the 
"revenue  through  the  State  banks,  until  the  ex- 
periment had  been  fairly  tried,  one  of  the  Dele- 
gates inquired,  whether  he  had  determined  up- 
"on  any  plan  by  which  the  country  might  be  re- 
lieved, in  case  the  experiment  failed?  His  an- 
swer was,  that  he  was  disposed  to  be  candid; 
"and  would  explain  his  views  on  that  point. — 
"That,  in  order  te  restore  the  currency  to  the 
•'condition  intended  by  the  Constitution,  and 
"place  the  moneyed  concerns  of  the  country 
"where  the  sages  of  the  Constitution  found  and 
•'left  them,  he  proposed  to  put  out  of  circulation 
"all  notes  of  five  dollars  and  under,  by  placing 
"the  public  money  in  such  State  banks  as  would 
"issue  no  notes  below  ten  dollars — and  by  for- 
"bidding  the  receipt,  in  payment  of  the  revenue, 
"of  the  notes  of  all  banks  which  should  issue 
"notes  under  ten  dollars.  That  the  same  pro 
"eess  would  next  be  pursued  in  reference  to  all 
"notes  under  twenty  dollars,  and  thus  a  metallic 
"currency  be  insured  for  all  the  common  purpo- 
ses of  life,  while  the  use  of  bank  notes  would 
"be  confined  to  those  engaged  in  commerce." 

"The  same  Delegate  having  inquired  when 
"he  proposed  to  put  this  plan  in  execution,  the 
•'answer  was,  not  immediately — not  until  the 
"expiration  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
"United  States.  Go  home,  gentlemen,  (said 
"he,)  and  tell  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to 
"relieve  the  country,  by  increasing  its  business. 
"Let  the  United  States  Bank  make  no  run  upon 
"the  State  banks,  and  I  will  take  care  that  the 
"State  banks  make  no  run  upon  her.  Let  the 
"war  between  the  banks  cease,  and  all  will  be 
"well  in  forty-eight  hours.  The  Bank  of  the 
"United  States  is  trying  to  crush  the  State 
"banks.  Tell  the  State  Banks  that  I  will  pro- 
"tect  them,  and  that  the  power  of  the  United 
"States  bank  is  nearly  gone,  and  that  it  will  be 
"compelled  to  cease  its  present  course. 

Here,  then,  is  a  claim  openly  asserted  by  the 
President,ot  an  independent  executive  preroga- 
tive to  regulate  the  currency  !  Here ,  too,  is 
evidence  of  the  absolute  control  he  has  acquired 
over  the  State  banks,  by  the  disposition  he  has 
made  of  the  public  treasure— of  his  knowledge 
that  he  has  acquired  it — of  his  actual  exercise 
of  it — of  his  intention  to  retain  it — of  his  consci- 
ousness that  the  State  banks  are  dependent  on 
him  for  protection!  The  question  is  not  whe- 
ther such  a  prerogative  ought  to  be  vested  by 
law  in  the  executive — the  President  is  already 
in  the  actual  possession  and  exercise  of  it.  He 
has  already  assumed  to  himself  the   disposition 


of  the  public  revenue  between  the  collection 
and  disbursement — the  right  to  lend  these  vast 
sums  of  the  people's  m-'mey  to  the  State  banks 
in  order  to  enable  them  to  meet  their  own  en- 
gagements, and  to  enhance  their  profits.  What 
have  they  to  pay  to  their  benefactor  and  protec- 
tor for  his  protection  and  favor ?  Nothing  but 
obedience  and  loyalty.  Let  them,  or  any  of 
them,  be  refractory,  and  he  will  dismiss  them — 
ay,  and  crush  them.  He  has  acquired  the  power 
of  acquiring  as  much  more  power  as  he  may 
care  to  possess.  It  is  in  vain  to  tell  us  he  wil' 
not  abuse  it;  suppose  he  will  not,  are  the  people 
of  this  country  content  to  hold  their  public 
treasures,  their  private  properties,  and  their 
liberties,  by  the  same  tenure  by  whieh  his  Se- 
cretaries hold  their  offices — during  his  good 
pleasure  ? 

Sir,  even  if  it  could  be  supposed  that  the  lan- 
guage which  the  President  is  reported  to  have 
held  to  these  committees  is  only  the  language  of 
heat  and  passion,  and  therefore,  affording  no  cer- 
tain indication  of  his  opinions  and  designs,  I 
should  be  wholly  unwilling  that  the  ears  of  the 
people  should  be  accustomed  to  such  language. 

The  tendency  of  this  Government,  to  a  mon- 
archy was  foretold  from  the  beginning.and  is  now 
I  think,  manifest  from  its  history.  The  causes 
of  that  tendency  a.e  to  be  found  in  the  circum- 
stance that  the  President  must  always  be  the 
chief  of  the  prevailing  party,  in  the  immense  pa- 
tronage he  possesses,  and  the  power  it  gives  him 
to  dispense  rewards  to  his  friends,  honor  and 
emolument— in  the  temptation  he  is  under  so  to 
employ  his  patronage  as  to  secure  his  own  popu- 
larity and  power — and  in  the  nature  of  party 
spirit,  that  distinct  and  poweiful  principle  of  hu- 
man action,  which  impels  men  to  support  the 
head  of  their  party  always,  especially  when  their 
chief  is  in  power,  because  thereby  they  maintaii 
their  own  power,  and  an  exclusive  claim  to  offi- 
cial honors  and  emoluments.  These  general 
observations  apply  to  the  Presidential  office,  not 
the  particular  incumbent.  And  a  strong  proof 
that  the  Government  is  working  according  to  its 
natural  tendency,  is,  that  the  instances  of  it, 
however  flagrant,  often  pass  unnoticed. 

I  have  heard  it  said  a  thousand  times,  that  the 
present  Chief  Magistrate  has  done  more  for  State 
Rights  than  any  and  all  of  his  predecessors-  The 
first  evidence  of  this  always  adduced  is  his  veto 
of  the  bank;  though  he  tells  us,  that  there  is  an- 
other kind  of  National  bank  (what,  he  only 
knows,)  which  he  would  approve  ;  and  though 
he  has  created  for  himself  a  league  of  State  banks, 
more  palpably  unconstitutional  than  any  Nation- 
al bank.  And  the  next  proof  is,  that  he  has  put  his 
veto  on  appropriations  for  internal  improvement; 
which  we,  of  Virginia,  think  just  as  unconstitu- 
tional as  the  bank  charter.  Has  he,  indeed?  H c 
has  said,  that  the  appropriations  for  works  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  local  in  their  nature,  are  un- 
constitutional; but  appropriations  for  such  works 
of  a  general  nature  are  constitutional;  and  whe- 
ther such  works  be  of  a  local  or  of  a  general  na- 
ture, it  belongs  not  to  Congress,  but  to  the  Pre* 
sident,  to  judg-e.  How  he  has  followed  this  dis- 
tinction in  practice,  I  shall  not  now  inquire.  BO 
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the  doctrine  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  as- 
sertion of  a  right  in  the  Executive  to  permit  or 
to  deny,  appropriations  for  works  of  internal  im- 
provement, according  to  the  judgment  of  the 
President ;  and  the  unavoidable  consequence 
must  be,  that  all  those  that  want  the  aid  of  this 
Government  for  the  prosecution  of  such  works, 
will  and  must  court  the  presidential  favor. 

Great  as  is  the  addition  to  the  influence  of  the 
Executive,  which  this  doctrine,  carried  into  prac- 
tical execution,  must  produce,  and  obvious  and 
glaring  as  the  consequences  of  it  are,  I  do  not 
remember  that  I  have  ever  seen  any  notice  taken 
of  the  doctrine,  in  this  (to  my  mind)  the  most 
important  view  of  it.  And  there  are  State  Rights 
men  who  do  really  think  that  much  has  been 
gained  for  our  cause,  by  taking  away  from  Con- 
gress the  right  of  appropriating  money  for  works 
of  internal  improvement,  and  conceding  to  the 
Executive,  in  effect,  the  power  of  appropriating 
money  to  such  works  of  the  kind,  as  he  shall 
think  improvements  of  a  general  nature  ! 

We  are  perpetually  told,  that  the  bank  is  a 
potent  yet  irresponsible  agent— a  monster  of 
iniquity  and  corruption, capable  to  inflict  every 
mischief,  and  as  malignant  as  it  is  powerful.  As 
to  all  this,  I  must  say,  that  I  have  seen  no  char- 
ges of  misconduct  against  the  bank,  which 
were  not  proper  subjects  of  judicial  inquiry — 
that  I  never  can  take  accusation  for  proof  of 
guilt,  or  defences  for  proof  of  innocence — and 
that,  if  the  crimes  imputed  to  the  Bank  were 
established  to  my  satisfaction,  I  should  still  de- 
ny to  the  Executive  the  power  to  try,  convict, 
and  punish.  For  instance,  if  the  President 
should  order  the  most  notorious  and  atrocious 
pirate  to  be  hanged,  without  Judge  or  Jury,  1 
should  be  surprised  and  shocked  to  hear  the 
guilt  of  the  sufferer  alleged  as  an  excuse,  much 
more  as  a  justsfication  for  the  execution.  And, 
sir,  I  cannot  help  observing,  that  there  are  some 
crimes  imputed  to  the  bank,  of  which  the  Pre- 
sident himself  might  be  convicted,  upon  ex- 
actly the  same  kind  of  evidence  upon  which  he 
has  pronounced  sentence  against  the  bank. 

He  accuses  the  bank  of  electioneering,  and 
of  corrupting^the  press;  and  the  proof  adduced 
consists  in  the  facts,  that  the  bank  has  paid 
large  amounts  to  editors  of  public  journals  for 
printing  pamphlets  in  its  defence,  and  has 
granted  accommodation,  in  the  way  of  loans,  to 
others.  And  this  is  said  by  the  President! — 
Will  he  have  us  believe  that  the  employment 
of  ministerial  presses  by  the  departments  to  ex- 
ecute the  public  printing  (of  the  laws  and  the 
like,)  and  his  own  nominations  of  printers,  is  to 
be  justly  attributed  to  a  design  to  influence 
their  editorial  conduct,  and  to  corrupt  the  pub- 
lic press'  Now,  sir,  I  have  not,  myself,  any 
disposition  to  condemn  and  proscribe  the  edi- 
tors of  public  journals  as  a  class.  1  know  the 
injustice  and  cruelty  of  such  general  denuncia- 
tions, though  I  do,  in  my  heart,  as  every  man 
of  honor  does,  contemn  and  loathe  such  of  them 
as  are  capable  of  fabricating  the  vilest  calum- 
nies, touching  the  public  and  private  relations 
of  men,  not  sparing  even  the  delicacy  of  the  fe- 
male sex,  &  such  of  them  who,  conscious  of  the 


truth,  and  ashamed  to  publish  calumny  as  their 
own,  yet  reprint  it  from  other  papers,  or  publish 
it  in  anonymous  pieces,,  without  corection  or  con- 
tradiction. And  I  desire  it  may  be  understood, 
that  I  would  not,  and  do  not,  found  any  charge 
against  the  President,  of  a  design  to  corrupt  the 
press,  on  the  employment  and  consequent  em- 
olument given  to  ministerial  editors,  and  on  his 
nominations  of  such  persons  for  office.  I  can 
account  for  his  conduct  on  other  motives.  But 
if  he  will  insist  that  the  employment  of  editors 
by  the  bank,  and  the  accommodation  given  to 
them,  is  a  proof  conclusive  against  the  bank  of 
adesign  to  corrupt  the  public  press,  how  can 
he  expect  that  the  same  measure  of  justice  will 
not  be  meted  to  him  which  he  metes  to  others? 

I  repeat,  that  I  make  no  inquiries  into  the 
President's  motives  or  ultimate  designs;  be- 
cause, in  the  first  place,  I  do  not  think  such  in- 
quiries proper  for  me  in  my  legislative  capacity, 
and  because,  in  the  next  place,  it  has  not  pleas- 
ed God  to  put  that  window  in  the  human  breast, 
suggested  by  the  philosopher  in  the  fable, 
through  which  men  may  look  into  each  others 
hearts;  and  I  have  so  often  seen  persons,  of  the 
greatest  penetration,  lamentably  mistaken  in 
their  estimates  of  the  motives  of  others,  that  I, 
who  pretend  to  no  such  penetration,  am  always 
reluctant  to  attempt  an  inquiry  into  men's  mo- 
tives.. But  it  is  just  and  fair  and  necessary  to 
examine  the  opinions  and  designs  which  the 
President  has  openly  avowed,  to  exhibit  the 
true  character  of  his  actual  conduct,  and  to  es- 
timate  the  natural  and  inevitable  consequences. 

The  CHAIR  communicated  a  report  from 
the  War  Department,  transmitting  copies  of  the 
Army  Register  for  the  year  1834; 

Also,  a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of 
Pensions,  enclosing  copies  of  the  documents 
required  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
28th  of  February  last;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  SILSBEE  presented  the  memorial  of 
Zachariah  Tellison;  and 

Mr.  SWIFT  presented  the  petition  of  Jona- 
than Blarsdell:  both  of  which  were  appropriate- 
ly referred. 

Mr.  NAUDAIN,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  unfavorable  reports  on  the  peti- 
tions of  Samuel  Lane  and  Joseph  Clark. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  Senate 
resumed  the  consideration  of  his  motion  for 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  continue,  for  a  lim- 
ited time,  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States;  when 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  Mr.  WEBSTER,  and  Mr. 
LEIGH,  successively  addressed  the  Senate  on 
the  subject,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CALHOUN. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr.  BRIGGS,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Po*t 
Offices  and  Post  Roa^s,  reported  unfavorably  on 
the  petition  of  White  and  Pomeroy ;  which  report 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
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merce,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act,  enti- 
tled an  act  to  annex  a  part  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey  to  the  collection  district  of  New  York; 
to  remove  the  office  of  collector  of  Niagara  to 
Lewistown,  to  make  Cape  St.  Vincent,  in  the 
district  of  Sackett's  Harbor,  a  port  of  delivery. 
and  out  of  the  districts  of  Waine  and  Mississip- 
pi, to  make  two  new  districts  of  Sandusky  and 
Teeke,  and  for  other  purposes,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

And  the  said  bill  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House. 

On  motion  ef  Mr.  HARPER,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, the  Committee  of  Commerce  was  dischar- 
ged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition 
of  Massachusetts,  for  the  improvement  of  Taun- 
ton great  river;  and  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  petition  of  inhabitants  of  Wilmington  in 
Delaware,  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 
of  Christiana  river  ;  and  the  said  petitions  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  THOMAS,  of  Louisiana, 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads, 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  case  of  Ann  Pennyman,  and  it  waa  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  an 
act  entitled  "an  act  to  fix  the  limits  of  the  port 
of  entry  and  delivery  for  the  district  of  Phila- 
delphia"— also,  a  bill  making  Dorchester,in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  a  port  of  delivery — also 
a  bill  to  establish  the  collection  distric;  of  New 
Ark,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  which  bills 
were  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, to  which  was  recommended  sundry  bills, 
viz: — 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  building 
light  houses,  light  boats,  beacons,  and  monu- 
ments for  the  year  1834; 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  building 
light  boats,  beacons,  and  monuments,  and  pla- 
cing buoys,  for  the  year  1834; 
■v-  A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  im- 
provement and  survey  of  certain  harbors  therein 
mentioned,  for  the  year  1834, 

Reported  said  bills  as  amended,  and  the  said 
bills  were  severally  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  State  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  Moulton  rail  road  company,  in 
the  State  of  Alabama,  reported  a  bill  to  author- 
ize the  construction  of  rail  roads  and  canals, 
through  lands  of  the  United  States;  which  bill 
was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Also,  a  bill  making  grants  of  land  to  the  dis- 
banded officers  and  others  for  services  and  sa- 
crifices during  the  late  war;  which  bill  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island, 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office,  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Oneida,  Madison,  and  Onondaga,  for  a  mail 
route  from  Utica  to  Salina;  and  the  petition  of 
the  States  of  New  York  and  Connecticut  for  a 


post  route  from  Hudson  to  Salisbury,  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  thereof, 
and  the  said  petitions  were  laid  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanied  by 
250  copies  of  the  Army  Register  for  1834,  for 
members  of  the  Housa. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  order  of  the  day 
which  was 

THE  BANK  DEPOSITE  QUESTION. 
Mr.  P1NCKNEY  of  South  Carolina  addressed 
the  House. 

Mr.  P.  began  by  asking  the  permission 
of  the  House  to  address  it  in  relation  to  the 
subjects  now  before  it.  Other  gentlemen 
had  been  permitted  to  occupy  the  floor 
for  hours,  and  he  hoped,  therefore,  the 
House  would  indulge  him  in  a  few  ob- 
servations. I  assure  the  House,  said 
Mr.  P.,  I  would  not  have  asked  this 
indulgence,  nor  would  I  have  obtruded 
at  all  upon  their  patience  were  it  not  that 
certain  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  on  this 
subject  nave  gone  out  of  their  way  to  de- 
nounce the  political  party  to  which  I  am 
attached,  and  to  attack  the  State  of  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  delegate.  The 
House  will  recollect,  for  instance,  that  the 
honorable  member  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Patton,)  who  spoke  in  opposition  to  the 
resolutions  of  the  Virginia  legislature,  not 
only  animadverted  severely  upon  the  con- 
duct ot  the  Governor  and  Legislature  of 
his  own  State,  but  took  occasion,  in  the 
course  of  his  remarks,  to  censure  what  he 
was  pleased  to  call  the  rashness  and  preci- 
pitancy of  South  Carolina  in  acting  as  she 
did  in  relation  to  the  tariff,  and  to  inform 
us  that,  if  she  had  only  acted  with  prudence 
and  discretion,  much  better  terms  would 
have  been  granted  her  by  the  administra- 
tion party  than  those  she  obtained  by  the 
compromise  bill.  Now,  sir,  before  I  pro- 
ceed to  comment  upon  this  matter,  I  take 
the  liberty  to  deny  and  protest  against  the 
right  of  that  gentleman,  or  the  right  of  this 
House,  to  sit  in  judgment  on  the  ordinance 
of  South  Carolina,  or  the  conduct  of  the 
convention  by  which  that  ordinance  was 
adopted.  The  people  of  South  Carolina 
are  not  answerable  to  him,  nor  to  this 
House,  nor  to  this  Government,  for  any  of 
their  proceedings  in  reference  to  that,  or  to 
any  other  subject  on  which  they  may  deem 
it  expedient  to  legislate;  nor  can  I  perceive 
that  there  was  any  such  natural  or  neces- 
sary connection  between  the  Virginia  reso- 
lutions respecting  the  deposites  and  the 
conduct  of  South  Carolina  in  relation  to 
the  tariff,  that  the  gentleman  could  not 
have  attacked  the  one  without  stepping 
aside  to  assail  the  other.  ®But  as  the  gen- 
tleman has  assailed  my  State,  and  without 
a  shadow  of  provocation  being  given  him, 
I  consider  it  my  duty  to  show,  as  I  shall  do, 
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that  his  remarks  are  utterly  unjust  and  un- 
tenable. It  is  at  such  a  time,  and  upon 
such  an  occasion  as  this,  however,  that  I 
feel  most  sensibly  the  loss  of  that  talented 
and  distinguished  friend,  (Judge  Bouldin,) 
whom  we  recently  followed  in  mournful 
procession  to  the  grave,  and  for  whom  Con- 
gress did  all  that  even  Congress  could  do, 
in  paying  to  his  memory  the  gorgeous  and 
imposing,  but  idle  and  unavailing  honors  of 
the  dead.  Sir,  were  he  now  alive,  South 
Carolina  would  not  have  required  one  of 
her  own  delegates  to  defend  her.  He  would 
not  have  called  her  rash,  for  maintaining 
her  rights  and  sovereignty  in  the  manner 
that  she  did.  He  would  not  have  called 
her  rash,  for  acting  on  the  principles  of  Jef- 
ferson, and  the  doctrines  of  Virginia.  He 
would  not  have  censured  her  precipitancy 
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ra  standing  up.  as  she  did,  not'only'for  her 
own  nghte  and  honor,  but  for  the  interests 
and  liberties  of  the  whole  southern  region 
of  the  Union.    No,  sir,  he  would  no  more 
have  thought  of  assailing  South  Carolina 
than  he  would  have  thought  of  dragging  his 
own  honored  and  beloved  Virginia  to  the 
bar  of  this  House,  for  having  dared  to  raise 
her voice  in  resistance  to  Executive  usur- 
?M?0?,»i)r  of  attemPting  to  ridicule  her 
Lhiel  Magistrate  for  having  dared  to  ex 
press  the  pleasure  he  feels  at  the  noble  stand 
that  that  renowned  Commonwealth  has  ta- 
ken in  the  great  cause  of  liberty,  or  for  hav 
mg  simply  expressed  a  hope  that  she  would 
be  supported  in  that  stand  by  those  who 
have  the  honor  to  represent  her  in  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Union.  On  the  contrary,  he 
would  have  thrown  himself  in  the  breach, 
and  he  would  have  sustained  South  Caro- 
lina here,  as  he  had  sustained  her  else- 
where.     Sir,  permit  me    to    pay  a  pas- 
sing tribute  to  his  memory.    He    was    a 
southerner   who   was  devoted,  heart  and 
soul,  to  southern   rights  and  liberties.— 
He    was   a    Virginian    worthy    even    of 
Virginia    in    her     proudest    days.      He 
was  a  State-right's  man,  who  well  under- 
stood his  principles,  and  acted  up  to  the 
principles    he  professed— a    successor  of 
Randolph,  who  filled  even  Randolph's  seat 
with  honor.     Yes,  sir,  the  mantle  of  Ran- 
dolph had  descended  on* him;  and  he  fell, 
even  here,  in  the  House  of  the  people,  ad- 
vocating the  cause  of  the  people,  and  with 
the  inspiring  name  of  Randolph  on  his  lips. 
It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that,  in  almost  the 
very  last  conversation  I  had  with  him,  he 
told  me  of  a  speech  which  he  delivered  to 
e  constituents  soon  after  the  adjournment 
of  the  last  Congress,  and  in  which  he  de- 
fended  South  Carolina  against  the  very 
charges  now  brought  against  her  by  his 
colleague.    Would  he  were  here  to  defend 
her  again.    But  he  is  gone  forever;  he  has 
followed  his  illustrious  predecessor  to  the 
tomb.    But,  though  neither  of  their  voices 


which  she  had  contended.    But,  it  is  saic 
she  acted  rashly!  What  idea  of  rashness 
that  gentleman  has  I  know  not;  but,  ifSoutl 
Carolina  was  guilty  of  rashness  and  preci 
pitance,  I  should  like  to  know  what  con- 
stitutes prudence  and  deliberation .    Wher. 
did  she  act,  sir,  and  how  did  she  act?   Did 
she  nullify  the    rotective  system  the  mo, 
ment  it  was  passed?   Did  she  do  it  without 
petitioning  or  remonstrating  against  the  in-i 
justice  and  oppression  under  which  she 
labored?  No,  sir!   Had  she  done  this,  she 
might  have  been  justly  liable  to  the  impu- 
tation of  precipitance.    But,  it  is  notorious 
that  her  people  repeatedly  petitioned,  year 
alter  year,  and  that  her  Legislature  not 
only  Irequently  remonstrated, but  solemnly] 
protested  against  the  continuance  of  the- 
system.    And  what  was  the  consequence? 
Why,  everv  one  knows  that  the  petitions 
of  the  people,  and  the  protests  »f  the  State, 
were  utterly  disregarded;  that  every  ap- 
plication for  relief  was  only  answered  by, 
an  augmentation  of  their  burdens;  and  that! 
the  more   they  struggled  the  more  their 
oppressions    were    increased,     until    at 
length,  after  ten  years  of  unavailing  effort,, 
the  system  was  consummated  by  the  pas- 
sage  of  the  memorable  act  of  July  '32. 
And,  sir,  when  that  act  was  passed— when 
the  cup  of  their  humiliation  was  filled  to 
overflowing,  and  the  woik  of  their  political 
enslavement  and  pecuniary  ruin  was  cOm- 
•plete— would  the  gentleman  have  had  them 
still  fold  their  arms  in  apathy,  and  submit 
without  an  effort  to  a  state  of  worse  than 
colonial  vassalage  and  degradation?  Would 
he  have  had  them  petition  again,  to  be 
laughed  at  and  despised?     Remonstrate 
again,  only  to  have  had  additional  burdens 
and  indignities  inflicted?    Sir,  what  possi- 
ble hope  remained  of  a  relaxation  of  their 
chains?    What  possible  prospect  had  they 
that  Congress  would  yet  consider  their  si- 
tuation, and  do  them  justice?    Were  they 
not  told  distinctly  that  the  act  of '32  should 
never  be  altered,  or,  if  altered  at  all,  should 
only  be  modified  to  suit  the  views  of  the 
manufacturers?     Were  they  not  told  by 
the  leaders  in  both  Houses  that  the  protec- 
tive system  was  the  settled  policy  of  the 
country— that  it  was  fixed  and  irrevocable: 
and  thai?  the  people  of  the  South  must  and 
should  submit  to  the  will  of  the  majority? 
Were  they  rash,  then,  in  acting,  when  not 
to  have  acted  under  such  circumstances 
would  have  been  to  have  sealed  their  fate 
forever,  and  to  have  doomed  themselves 
and  their  posterity  to  slavery?    And  who 
are  the  men  that  are  thus  charged  with 
rashness?    Sir.  let  me  tell  that  gentleman 
that  a  more  enlightened  and  patriotic  body 
than  the  State  convention  ot  South  Caroli- 
na never  assembled  in  any  portion  of  this 
Union!    They  were  men,  sir,  not  only  of 
the    most    enlarged  and   comprehensive 
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will  ever  again  be  heard  on  this  floor,  main- 
lining the  great  principles  of  constitution- 
al liberty,  we  have  yet  the  consoling  reflec- 
tion that  the  same  spirit  which  animated 
them,  glows  in  the  heart,  and  glistens  in 
the  eye  of  the  illustrious  Commonwealth 
that  gave  them  birth;  and  that,  if  we  now 
behold  Virginia,  like  a  bereaved  mother, 
dropping  a  tear  for  them,  we  behold  her, 
also,  like  a  proud  republic,  hurling  defi- 
iance  in  the  teeth  of  tyranny,  and  standing 
lup  firmly  and  immoveably  for  those  great 
principles  for  which  they  lived  and  died! 
1  This,  then,  is  the  great  difference  between 
the  honorable  member  and  myself;  that 
whilst  he  censures  South  Carolina,  I  ad- 
mire and  revere  Virginia.  1  revere  her, 
not  only  as  the  illustrious  mother  of  a  host 
of  illustrious  men?  but  as  the  great  mother 
country  of  republicanism — as  the  political 
school  in  which  South  Carolina  learnt  her 
principles — principles,  sir,  which  were  her 
pillar  of  cloud  by  day,  and  her  pillar  of  fire 
by  night,  and  which  led  her  through  a  long 
and  desperate,  and  most  unequal  conflict, 
to  the  full  restoration  of  her  rights,  and  the 
complete  attainment  of  all  the  objects  for 
minds,  but  patriots,  deeply  imbued  with  the 
love  of  freedom,  and  worthy  of  the  rights 
which  their  fathers  had  bequeathed  them. 
They  did  not  act  rashly.  No,  sir;  they  ac- 
ted firmly,  cooly,  and  deliberately;  they 
understood  their  situation  well;  they  saw 
the  dangers  that  impended;  they  knew  the 

Seril  of  the  step  they  were  about  to  take ; 
ut,  sir,  they  had  calmly  counted  the  cost 
of  all  that  might  ensue,  and  they  wil- 
lingly staked  their  lives  and  fortunes  on 
the  issue,  because  they  knew  nothing  so  in- 
tolerable as  voluntary  slavery!  And  is  such 
a  body  as  that  to  be  charged  with  rashness? 
And  upon  what  ground,  sir?  Why,  says 
the  gentleman,  if  South  Carolina  had  not 
acted  so  precipitately,  better  terms  would 
have  been  granted  her  by  the  administra- 
tion party  than  those  she  obtained  by  the 
Compromise  Bill !  Better  terms,  sir !  And 
what  are  they?  She  has  got  all  that  she 
wanted,  and  what  mora  could  she  desire? 
She  desired  the  abandonment  of  the  pro 
tective  policy,  and  the  protective  policy 
will  be  abandoned.  She  desired  that  the 
duties  should  be  reduced,  and  they  are  to 
be  reduced  from  one  hundred  per  cent,  and 
upwards  to  twenty  per  cent.,  and  may  be 
brought  down  even  below  that  amount.  She 
desired  the  relinquishment  of  specific  du- 
ties, and  of  the  odious  principle  of  mini- 
mums,  and  they  have  been  relinquished. 
She  desired  the  establishment  of  a  uniform 
system  of  ad  valorem  duties,  and  the  act 
provides  that  it  shall  be  established.  She 
desired  that  the  revenue  should  be  limited 
to  the  necessary  expenditures  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  the  act  provides  that  no 
more  revenue  shall  be  collected  than  is  ab- 


solutely necessary  for  an  economical  ad- 
ministration of  affairs.    It  is  true  there  are 
exceptionable  features  in  the  act,  such  as 
the  cash  duties  and  the  new-fangled  prin- 
ciple of  the  home  valuation.    It  is  true, 
too,  that  time,  abundant  time,  is  given  for 
•the  gradual  reduction  of  the  duties;  but 
she  gave  it  cheerfully.    She  is  perfectly  sa- 
tisfied with  the  principles  of  the  bill,  and 
has  no  desire,  nor  ever  had  any,  to  injure 
the  manufacturers  by  the  sudden  prostra- 
tion of  the  system.    No,  sir;  she  has  ob 
tained  every  thing  for  which  she  contend 
ed,  (and  here  permit  me  to  say,  that  though 
the  compromise  was  unquestionably  owing 
to  the  action  of  South  Carolina  herself,  yet 
she  is  by  no  means  insensible  to  the  merits 
and  exertions  of  the  distinguished  states- 
man who  introduced  that  bill,)  and  al-  ' 
though  she  suffers  still,  and  will  continue 
to  suffer  for  several  years  to  come,  under 
the  operation  of  the  protective  policy,  vet 
she  is  content  to  suffer,  looking  forward  to 
the  day,  which  will  soon  roll  round,  when 
that  odious  system  will  finally  expire,  and 
the  great  principles  of  free  trade  and  equal 
rights  be  firmly  established  on  its  ruins. 
And  what  better  terms  than  these  would 
have  been  granted  by  the  administration 
party?  Did  not  the  President  emphatically 
declare,  in  his  message  of  '32,  that  the 
abandonment  of  the  protective  policy  was 
neither  to  be  expected  nor  desired?    Did 
he  not  call  upon  the  tariffStates,  in  his  pro 
clamation,  to  arm  him  with  authority  to 
coerce   Carolina   to  submission  ?     What 
hope,  then,  could  we  have  had  in  him  of  a 
satisfactory    adjustment    of  the  contest? 
And  where,  then,  were  the  better  terms  of 
which  the  honorable  member  speaks?  Were 
they  in  Mr.  Verplanck's  bill?    Why,  sir, 
it  is  notorious  that  Mr.  Verplanck's  bill 
was  in  every  respect  more  objectionable  to 
the  South  than  the  compromise  act;  and, 
not  only  that,  but  it  is  also  well  known 
that,  bad  as  it  was,  it  met  no  favor  from  the 
administration  party;  that  they  clogged  it 
with  amendments  which  would  have  en- 
sured its  rejection  by  the  State,  and  that, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky and  his  friends,  in  all  probability  no 
adjustment  of  the  controversy  would  have 
been  effected.    What  does  the  gentleman 
mean,  then,  by  his  better  terms?    Does  he 
mean  that  if  South  Carolina  had  not  acted 
at  all,  the  President  might  have  recom- 
mended, and  his  friends  might  have  sanc- 
tioned a  more  favorable  modification  of  the 
system.     Sir,  the  gentleman  may  believe 
this  himself,  but  I  am  sure  there  is  no  one 
else  who  does.    Who  was  it  that  fixed  the 
tariff  on  the  south?    Who  passed  the  act  of 
'32?    Was  it  not  the  administration  party? 
And  if  they  would  not  give  us  better  terms 
to  save  the  country  from  civil  war,  is  it 
presumable  that  they  would  have  done  so 
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if  the  State  had  quietly  submitted  to  the 
system?  The  thing  is  impossible.  The  idea 
does  not  admit  ot  argument.  It  is  only 
necessary  to  state  it,  and  every  one  sees  at 
once  that  it  carries  its  own  refutation  on  its 
face.  But,  sir,  even  admitting  the  possi- 
bility that  such  might  have  been  the  fact, 
let  me  say  to  that  honorable  member,  that 
South  Carolina  does  not  hold  her  rights  of 
the  President,  and  had  no  idea  of  begging 
them  from  him.  She  neither  asked  nor  cared 
what  he  might  do,  or  what  he  might  not 
do.  She  held  her  destinies  in  her  own 
hands,  and  did  not  look  to  him  for  favor  or 
protection.  She  holds  the  President  to  be 
the  servant,  not  the  master  of  the  States. 
She  had  no  idea  of  going  to  the  palace,  like 
the  committees  from  the  people  of  the 
North,  to  lay  her  grievances  at  the  foot  of 
the  throne,  and  to  be  treated  with  contume- 
ly and  contempt.  No,  sir;  the  people  of 
South  Carolina  do  not  beg  the  President 
for  their  rights  and  liberties;  they  speak  to 
him  as  freemen  should  to  a  public  servant, 
by  their  acts  and  resolutions,  not  by  numble 
petititions  and  supplicating  deputations. — 
And  here  permit  me  to  express  the  pleasure 
I  feel  at  having  perceived  that  the  cities  of 
the  north  have  determined  to  send  no  more 
committees  with  humble  petitions  to  the 
President.  The  proper  chord  has  at  length 
been  touched.  They  knelt  at  the  throne, 
and  have  been  treated  with  contempt.  They 
bowed  lowly,  and  begged  humbly,  and  they 
have  been  trampledin  the  dust.  Their 
eyes  are  now  opened;  they  now  see  and 
feel  their  situation;  they  now  see  that  if 
they  wish  relief,  they  must  relieve  them- 
selves; that  if  they  would  be  free,  they 
must  themselves  strike  for  their  freedom, 
and  not  beg  it  of  a  man.  And  now  they 
speak  as  freemen  should.  They  no  longer 
huzza  for  Jackson,  right  or  wrong,  but  give 
"  hearty  cheers  for  the  constitution  and  the 
laws."  They  no  longer  lie  down  quietly, 
like  the  poor  worshippers  of  Juggernaut, 
and  allow  the  President  to  crush  them  at 
his  pleasure,  but  they  have  risen,  like  men, 
solemnly  determined  to  stop  the  progress 
of  oppression.  This  is  as  it  should  be.  Let 
the  people  hold  to  this — let  them  act  in  this 
manner,  and  in  this  spirit,  and  their  liber- 
ties are  safe! 

Sir,  the  honorable  member  to  whom  I 
have  alluded,  addressed  the  House  at  con- 
siderable length,  and  with  earnestness  and 
eloquence,  against  the  resolutions  adopted 
oy  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia. 
Here,  then,  is  another  point  of  difference 
between  him  and  myself.  He  opposes  the 
proceedings  of  his  State  upon  this  impor- 
tant subject,  and  differs,  it  would  seem, 
from  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  Vir- 
ginia. I  have  the  pleasure,  on  the  contra- 
ry, to  concur  upon  this  subject  with  the 
great  body  of  the  people  of  South  Carolina. 


It  is  well  known  that  South  Carolina  is  di- 
vided into  two  political  parties,  between 
whom  there  is  a  wide,  and  I  fear,  an  irre- 
concileable  difference  of  opinion  respecting 
the  relative  rights  and  powers  of  the  fede- 
ral and  State  Governments;  but,  upon  this 
question  I  believe  there  is  little  or  no  dif- 
ference of  sentiment  amongst  them.  The 
removal  of  the  deposites  is  universally  con- 
demned from  the  seaboard  to  the  moun- 
tains, and  both  parties  desire  their  restora- 
tion. I  know,  at  all  events,  that  this  is 
the  case  in  the  district  which  I  have  the  ho- 
nor to  represent.  The  people  of  my  dis- 
trict have  spoken  upon  this  subject.  They 
met  together,  without  reference  to  party — 
Nullifiers  and  Unionists  assembled  harmo- 
niously, for  the  first  time  for  years,  and 
have  made  common  cause  against  a  com- 
mon usurpation.  They  all  denounce  the 
conduct  of  the  President  in  the  most  un- 
equivocal and  decided  terms;  and,  it  is  a 
Bource  of  great  gratification  to  me  to  know, 
as  I  do,  that  upon  this  subject  at  least  I  re- 
present the  feelings  and  sentiments,  not  of 
this  party,  or  of  that,  but  of  all  my  consti- 
tuents. It  seems,  however,  that  though 
they  are  singularly  unanimous  in  favor  ot 
restoring  the  deposites,  they  scrupulously- 
avoided  saying  any  thing  as  to  the  consti- 
tutionality or  the  recharter  of  the  bank. 
They  acted  judiciously  in  doing  so.  The 
two  parties  are  as  much  divided  upon  these 
points  as  upon  any  other  whatsoever.  Had 
those  topics  been  introduced,  the  meeting 
would  necessarily  have  been  drawn  into  a 
contest  respecting  them,  and  they  very 
prudently  determined,  therefore,  not  to 
embarrass  a  subject  upon  which  they  all 
agreed,  by  the  introduction  of  others  upon 
which  they  differed.  Their  silence,  how- 
ever, by  no  means  leaves  me  at  liberty  to 
follow  their  example.  Efforts  have  been 
made,  and  still  continue  to  be  made,  by  the 
organs  of  the  Administration  to  create  an 
impression  in  the  public  mind  that  all  who 
vote  to  restore  the  deposites  are  secretly 
friendly  to  the  recharter  of  the  Bank.  Now, 
sir,  I  take  leave  to  say  that  as  regards  my- 
self, and  I  believe  I  can  answer  for  my  po- 
litical associates  generally,  this  imputation 
is  utterly  unfounded.  I  sincerely  believe 
that  Congress  has  no  constitutional  compe- 
tency to  establish  a  national  bank,  and  I  shall 
therefore  assuredly  oppose  the  recharter  of 
the  present  bank,  or  the  establishment  of 
any  similar  institution,  as  long  as  the  consti- 
tution remains  unaltered.  I  will  not  argue 
the  constitutionality  of  the  bank,  but  I  may 
be  permitted  just  to  say  that,  independent- 
ly of  all  other  objections,  there  is  one  view 
of  that  subject  that  is  perfectly  conclusive 
to  my  mind,  and  that  is,  that  there  is  not 
only  no  substantive  authority  in  the  consti- 
tution to  incorporate  a  bank,  nor  any  speci 
fied  power  from  which  it  can  fairly  be  de 
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duced,  but  that  it  is  well  known  that  pro- 
positions to  confer  the  power  were  repeat- 
edly made,  and  repeatedly  rejected,  in  the 
Federal  Convention.  It  is  manifest,  then 
that  Congress  cannot  incorporate  a  bank, as 
exercising  a  substantive  power,  without  a 
palpable  assumption  of  authority;  still 
less  can  they  do  it,  as  incidental  to  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  revenue  power,  without  in 
volving  the  absurdity,  that  under  the  mere 
pretext  of  executing  a  granted  power,  they 
may  assume  and  exercise  another  and  an 
equally  important  power,  which  was  not  only 
not  granted,  but  expressly  prohibited  by 
the  framers  of  the  constitution.  I  will  not 
deny  that  the  present  bank  has  been  emi- 
nently serviceable  to  the  Government  and 
country.  I  will  not  deny  that  it  has  been  of 
eminent  utility  in  collecting  and  disbursing 
the  revenue,  in  equalizing  exchanges,  in 
promoting  the  fiscal  and  commercial  ope- 
rations of  the  country,  and  in  establish- 
ing a  currency  which,  for  uniformity, 
stability  and  purity,  may  well  challenge 
the  admiration  of  the  world.  But 
while  I  freely  concede  to  the  bank  all 
the  advantages  that  have  been  claimed  for 
it  by  its  friends,  I  cannot  consent  "  to  do 
evil  that  good  may  come."  It  may  be  true 
that  if  the  present  bank  be  abolished,  some 
Government  substitute  may  be  established 
in  its  stead,  or,  what  is  still  more  probable, 
that  the  Government  deposites  will  con- 
tinue as  they  are,  in  the  local  banks,  and 
the  country  be  subjected  to  all  the  incon- 
veniencies  and  embarrassments  which  will 
necessarily  result.  But  what  then?  Are 
we  to  sacrifice  our  principles  to  views  of 
expediency,  or  even  to  the  pressure  of  ne- 
cessity? Shall  we  consent  to  one  violation 
of  the  Constitution  for  the  purpose  of  avert- 
ing another  and  a  greater?  Sir,  our  situa- 
tion is  painful  and  peculiar.  We  see  the 
distress  that  universally  prevails,  and  we 
hear  the  cries  of  our  people  from  every 
quarter  of  our  Union.  Most  willingly  would 
we  relieve  them  if  we  could.  But  we  have 
solemnly  sworn  to  support  the  Constitu- 
tion, and,  believing  as  we  do,  that  Congress 
has  no  shadow  of  authority  to  incorporate  a 
bank,  we  dare  not  disregard  the  solemn  ob- 
ligation of  an  oath.  If,  indeed,  the  Con- 
stitution could  be  so  amended  as  to  confer 
the  power  upon  Congress  to  incorporate  a 
bank,  reserving  to  the  States  the  right  to 
admit  or  reject  the  location  of  branches 
within  their  respective  limits,  the  State 
rights  party  might  then  be  favorable  to  the 
establishment  of  such  an  institution.  The 
question  then  would  be  entirely  a  question 
of  expediency;  and  as  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  necessities  of  the  country  require 
a  bank;  that  the  people  generally  earnestly 
desire  a  bank;  and  that  they  infinitely  pre- 
fer the  existing  bank,  or  one  of  the  same 
description,  to  any  possible  substitute  that 


permanent  or  temporary,  I  hold  it  to  be 
our  duty  to  extend  it  to  the  people;  and 
particularly  when  this  pecuniary  relief  is 
coupled,  as  it  is,  with  the  restoration  of 
their  political  rights.  In  voting  to  restore 
the  deposites,  we  strike  for  a  suffering 
community  and  a  violated  Constitution. 
Both  lie  low  and  bleeding  at  a  tyraut's  feet; 
and  it  is  our  duty,  if  possible,  to  resusci- 
tate both.  This  is  the  light  in  which  this 
subject  is  regarded  by  my  constituents — my 
generous  and  patriotic  constituents,  who 
are  as  ready  and  as  willing  now  to  aid  their 
northern  and  western  brethren  against  the 
oppression  which  they  now  are  suffer- 
ing, as  they  were,  a  year  ago,  to  nullify 
the  tyranny  which  was  then  fastened  on 
themselves.  Let  it  not  be  supposed,  how- 
ever, that  my  constituents  do  not  suffer,  or 
that  they  have  felt  nothing  of  that  tremen- 
dous blow  which  was  levelled  alike  at  all 
the  commercial  cities  of  the  Union,  and  un- 
der which  many  of  them  are  now  staggering 
and  reeling  as  if  suddenly  assailed  by  some 
mortal  stroke.  No,  sir;  the  city  of  Charles- 
ton has  suffered,  and  suffered  severely;  and 
not  only  this,  but  the  people  there  look  for- 
ward with  horror  and  alarm  to  the  still  great- 
el  scenes  of  suffering  which  may  yet  befal 
them;  when  the  waters  of  bitterness  that  are 
now  boiling  and  raging  in  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  shall  have  spread  like  a  deluge 
oyer  every  other  portion  of  the  Union.  And 
either  has  or  can  be  devised;  so  the  State 
rights  party  would  then  be  at  liberty  to 
consult  the  wants  and  wishes  of  the  people, 
untrammelled  by  constitutional  scruples  or 
restrictions.  But  be  this  as  it  may.  This 
question  is  not  now  before  us;  and  I  have 
only  made  these  remarks  to  obviate  any 
apparent  inconsistency  between  my  views 
in  relation  to  the  bank,  and  the  vote  I  shall 
give  upon  the  main  proposition  respecting 
the  deposites. 

Sir,  there  is  a  very  wide  difference,  I 
apprehend,  between  the  recharter  of  the 
bank  and  the  restoration  of  the  deposites; 
and,  therefore,  opposed  as  I  am  to  the 
bank,  I  cannot  be  insensible  to  the  injus- 
tice that  has  been  perpetrated  on  it.  Gen- 
tlemen, indeed,  have  argued  that  it  is  use- 
less to  restore  the  deposites  unless  the  bank 
is  to  be  rechartered.  I  differ  from  them 
most  decidedly.  I  think  that  the  relief 
which  will  be  afforded  will  be  efficient 
now,  and  that  the  people  will  be  enabled 
to  accommodate  themselves  to  the  state  of 
things  which  may  occur  when  the  charter 
of  the  bank  shall  have  finally  expired.  But, 
sir,  whether  the  relief  be  great  or  small, 
preads  they  must,  and  spread  they  will. 
There  i  s  no  power  or  skil  1  in  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, or  its  favored  banks,  by  which  the 
progress  of  these  evils  can  be  arrested.  As 
the  neart  is  to  the  human  system,  so  are 
those  great  commercial  emporia  to  the 
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Union  at  large;  whilst  they  go  on  with  ac- 
tivity and  vigor,  they  communicate  health 
and  prosperity  tar  and  wide;  but  stop  their 
action,  destroy  their  energy,  and  a  general 
paralysis  must  necessarily  be  produced, 
first  in  one  and  then  in  another,  until  it 
reaches  the  very  extremities  of  the  Union. 
Appalling  as  the  prospect  is,  however,  the 
people  of  Charleston  do  not  view  this  sub- 
ject exclusively  in  reference  to  its  effect 
upon  the  currency,  or  upon  the  agricultu- 
ral and  commercial  interests.  No,  sir;  in- 
jured as  they  may  be  in  their  properties, 
and  anticipating  still  greater  injuries  from 
the  persistance  of  the  administration  in  its 
wretched  and  infatuated  course,  they  still 
look  upon  this  subject  in  a  higher  and  more 
elevated  point  ot  view.  They  look  upon 
it  as  they  did  on  the  protective  tariff',  as  a 
question  involving  the  sacred  principles  of 
constitutional  liberty.  They  look  upon  it, 
not  to  see  how  deeply  it  affects  their  pock- 
ets, but  how  deeply  it  has  affected  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  laws;  and  they  call  upon 
Congress,  as  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, to  restore  the  deposites— ^not  for  the 
purpose  of  sustaining  the  bank,  nor  merely 
of  averting  pecuniary  evils  or  disasters,  but 
because  it  is  the  only  means  by  which  they 
can  rebuke  the  encroachments  of  the  exe- 
cutive on  the  legislative  department  of  the 
Government;  because  it  is  the  only  means 
by  which  they  can  cut  the  unhallowed 
union  of  the  purse  and  sword  in  the  hands 
of  a  single  man:  because  it  is  the  only 
means  by  which  they  can  teach  the  limited 
Chief  Magistrate  of  this  great  republic  that, 
however  tie  may  desire  to  act  the  part  of 
Cromwell,  the  people  are  not  yet  ready  to 
hail  him  as  the  Lord  Protector  of  their  lib- 
erties ! 

In  the  remarks  I  propose  to  offer,  I  shall 
confine  myself  principally  to  the  political 
consideration  connected  with  this  ques- 
tion; and  this  I  shall  do,  not  only  because 
the  grounds  upon  which  I  go  for  the  resto- 
ration of  the  deposites  are  entirely  politi- 
cal, but  because  the  financial,  commercial, 
and  other  grounds,  have  been  already  ably 
and  thoroughly  discussed  by  my  distin- 
guished colleague  (Mr.  McOuffie,)  and 
by  the  able  members  from  Pennsylvania 
and  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Binnev  and  Mr. 
Huntington,)  and  by  other  gentlemen 
who  have  addressed  the  House.  I  shall 
therefore  trouble  the  House  with  no  re- 
marks respecting  the  three  per  cents,  in 
relation  to  which  they  have  triumphantly 
vindicated  the  bank  from  the  charges  al- 
leged against  it.  Nor  shall  .1  say  any  thing 
respecting  the  protested  bill  on  France, 
further  than  to  remark  that  the  conduct  of 
the  bank  in  that  transaction  was  strictly 
consistent  with  mercantile  principles;  that, 
in  demanding  damages  of  the  Government, 
it  not  only  did  what  it  had  a  right  to  do, 


but  what  the  Government  itself  has  always 
done  to  others;  that  if  the  Government  has 
suffered  any  injury,  the  fault  was  its  own, 
in  demanding  payment  before  it  had  ascer- 
tained that  the  Government  of  France  was 
prepared  to  pay,  and  that  it  has  poorly  en- 
deavored to  palliate  its  own  misconduct  by- 
charging  the  bank  with  an  attempt  to  in- 
jure the  credit  of  the  Government,  and  to 
enrich  itself  at  the  expense  ot  the  people. 
This  charge,  indeed,  is  exactly  of  a  cha- 
racter with  that  respecting  the  expansion 
and  contraction  ot  its  discounts.  The 
bank,  in  1831,  extends  its  discounts  to  ac- 
commodate the  wants  and  supply  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  country.  No  notice  is  taken 
of  it  for  upwards  of  two  years  afterwards; 
but  then,  all  of  a  sudden,  the  suspicion  of 
the  President  is  excited;  the  bank  is  ope- 
rating powerfully  upon  popular  opinion, 
and,  to  punish  it  for  its  audacity,  the  depo- 
sites are  removed.  The  bank,  thus  shorn 
of  a  large  portion  of  its  strength,  now  acts 
upon  the  common  principle  of  self-preser- 
vation, and  curtails  its  discounts.  This 
constitutes  another  sin,  for  which  it  must 
be  punished.  Its  very  sufferings  are  turned 
into  faults.  It  is  held  responsible  for  the 
consequences  of  the  very  blow  of  which 
itself  was  designed  to  have  been  the  victim; 
and  eveiy  effort  is  now  made  to  persuade 
the  people  that  the  public  distress  nas  been 
produced  by  it.  The  truth  is,  the  admin- 
istration is  deeply  mortified  at  the  failure 
of  its  plan.  The  shaft  which  was  aimed  at 
the  bank  has  not  only  missed  its  victim ,  but  it 
has  pierced  the  very  vitals  of  the  country; 
and  whilst  every  other  bank  is  tottering 
and  trembling  on  the  verge  of  a  precipice, 
the  very  bank  which  it  was  intended  to  de- 
stroy, stands  firm  and  immovable,  laughs 
at  the  dagger  and  defies  its  point.  And 
here,  let  me  ask,  is  there  a  parallel,  in  any 
country  upon  earth,  to  this  extraordinary 
attack  of  the  President  upon  the  United 
States'  Bank?  Is  there  on  record  a  war 
like  this,  waged  by  the  Executive  of  a  Go- 
vernment against  a  Government  bank — 
against  an  institution  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment itself  was  the  largest  stockholder; 
upon  wl  ich  it  depended  to  collect  and  dis- 
burse its  revenues;  upon  which  it  depended 
for  a  considerable  portion  of  its  income; 
whose  notes  were  made  exclusively  receiv- 
able in  the  payment  of  Government  dues; 
and  which  is  admitted  on  all  hands  not  on- 
ly to  have  been  perfectly  safe  as  a  deposito- 
ry of  the  public  funds,  but  to  have  been 
eminently  advantageous  as  a  fiscal  agent  of 
the  Government?  And  whence  all  this 
hostility?  Why  this  most  unprecedented 
attack  by  the  Executive  upon  an  institu- 
tion so  highly  important  to  the  Govern- 
ment? Why,  but  to  gratify  personal  and 
political  hostility;  to  destroy  a  company 
which  differed  politically  from  him,  and 
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had  even  dared  to  refuse  to  support  his  re- 
election !   And  was  this  Government  made, 
sir,  to  minister  to  the  passions,  and  to  grati- 
fy the  antipathies  ot  a  single  man?    Or  will 
trie  people  permit  laws  and  charters  to  be 
trampled  in  the  dust,  that  he  may  execute 
his  vengeance  upon  those  whose  only  crime 
is  the  monstrous  audacity  ot  thinking  for 
themselves?    But  let  me  not  be  misunder- 
stood.   I  am  no  advocate  of  the  bank.    I 
stand  not  here  to  examine  its  conduct  or 
to  vindicate  its  character.    It  is  perfectly 
immaterial    to    me  whether  the    charges 
brought  against  it  by  the  President  are 
grave  or  frivolous,  true  or  false.    The  only 
question  is,  who  was  the  proper  judge  of  its 
conduct,  or  who  had  a  right  to  punish  it, 
supposing  its  conduct  to  have  deserved  to 
be  punished?    The  President  asserts  that 
he  is  that  judge;  and  he  has  not  only  passed 
but  executed  sentence;   and   the   conse- 
quence has  been  that  gentlemen  appear  to 
have  regarded  this  question  almost  entirely 
as  a  contest  between  the  administration 
and  the  bank,  and  have  ranged  themselves 
accordingly  under  their  respective  banners. 
Nay,  to  such  an  extent  has  thi^feeling  been 
carried,  that  some,  who  cannot  approve  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  and  who  actually 
intend  to  vote  for  their  restoration,  have 
yet  favored  the  House  with  impassioned 
appeals  in  support  of  the  administration, 
thus  condemning  it  themselves  by  their 
votes,  and  yet  laboring  to  persuade  others 
to  support  it.    But,  sir,  this  is  not  a  mere 
contest  between  the  administration  and  the 
bank.    If  it  were,  I  would  look  on  quietly, 
utterly  regardless  of  the  issue;  for  what 
would  it  be  to  me,  which  of  two  usurpa- 
tions might  overcome  the  other?    No,  sir; 
it  is  a  contest  between  the  President  and 
the  Constitution' — between  the  President 
and  Congress !    It  involves  the  great  ques- 
tion whether  the  Executive  shall  be  allow- 
ed to  arrogate  and  exercise    the  whole 
power  of  the  Government?    This  is  the 
true  and  the  only  question.    And  as  it  in- 
volves a  most  arbitrary  assumption  of  le- 
gislative power  by  the  Federal  Executive, 
so  it  involves  the  tremendous  issue  now 
solemnly  made  up,  whether  this  House  will 
rise  in  its  majesty,  as  the  representatives 
of  a  free  people  should,  and  roll  back  upon 
its  source  the  tide  of  encroachment  which 
threatens  to    sweep  away  its   rights,  or 
whether,  by  tamely  acquiescing    in    this 
high  handed  act,  it  will  quietly  consent  to 
lay  at  his  feet  the  most  important  power 
with  which  the  Constitution  has  invested 
it. 

Sir,  we  live  in  strange  times;  and  I  fear 
we  have  fallen  upon  evil  days.  The  time 
was,  and  it  is  not  very  long  ago,  when  this 
was  a  Government  of  laws — when  Con- 
gress legislated,  and  Presidents  confined 
themselves,  as  they  should  do,  to  the  mere 


execution  of  the  laws.    Formerly  Presi- 
dents submitted  to  popular  opinion,  and 
the  will  of  Congress,  even  against  their  own 
judgments  and  opinions.   Mr.  Jefferson  re- 
commended the  repeal  of  the  embargo, 
when  he  found  that  it  was  obnoxious  to  the 
eastern  States,  and  Mr.  Madison  put  his 
signature  to  the  bank  act,  contrary  to  his 
own  convictions,  in  respectful  deference 
to  the  desire  of  the  people  as  expressed  by 
their  delegates  in  Congress.    But  here  we 
have  a  President  who  legislates,  judges, 
and  executes,  according  to  his  own  pleasure 
and  discretion.     Does  lie  find  an  act,  or  a 
treaty,  or  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
differing  from  his  views  upon  a  subject' — 
instantly  he  arrests  them,  no  matter  how 
long  they  may  have  been  of  force,  upon  the 
monstrous  doctrine  that  he  has  a  right  to  en- 
force them  or  not,  according  to  his  reading 
and  construction  of  the  Constitution !  Does 
Congress  pass  an  act,  no  matter  by  how 
large  a  majority,  which  he  dislikes — instant- 
ly he  puts  his  veto  upon  it,  and  defeats  the 
operation  of  the  public  will !    Does  a  State 
pass  a  law  giving  civil  remedies  to  her  citi- 
zens against  what  she  regards  as  a  system 
of  injustice  and  oppression — instantly  he 
proclaims  her  in  a  state  of  rebellion  against 
his  sovereign  authority,  fills  her  shores  and 
waters   with  mercenary  •myrmidons,  and 
threatens  with  the  pains  and  penalties  of 
treason,  all  those  of  her  citizens  who  may 
dare  to  support  her  authority  or  to  obey  her 
laws !  Is  a  gallant  officer  of  the  navy  tried, 
and  after  a  long  and  severe  examination  of 
the  charges  alledged  against  him,  solemnly 
acquitted  by  a  competent  tribunal — if  he 
does  not  like  the  sentence,  instantly  the 
acquittal  is  reversed,  and  the  officer,  no 
matter  how  gallant  and  meritorious  he  may 
have  been,  is  not  only  tyrannically  cashier- 
ed from  the  service,  but  stigmatised  and 
insulted  in  the  bargain!     Does  any  indi- 
vidual, holding  a  federal  office,  dare  to  ex- 
press an  independent  opinion  upon  politi- 
cal subjects — instantly  he  is  removed  from 
office,  and  another,  more  enlightened  or 
more  patriotic,  substituted  in  his  place!   Is 
there  a  poor  debtor  to  the  Government, 
who  is  known  to  be  utterly  insolvent,  and 
who,  after  many  long  years  ot  emaciation 
and  misery  in  a  dungeon,  has  been  once 
more  permitted  to  see  the  light  of  the  sun, 
and  to  breathe  the  pure  air  of  Heaven — in- 
stantly another  prosecution  is  commenced, 
and,  like  the  hyena  feeding  on  the  dead, 
the  hapless  sufferer,  the  poor  miserable 
monument  of  life  and  death,  is  again  drag- 
ged and  buried  in  his  living  grave!    Nor  is 
this  all.    Not  only  are  these  things  done 
by  the  President,  but  even  the  heads  of  de- 
partments, the  creatures  of  the  legislative 
will,  and  whom  the  breath  of  this  body 
could  blot  from  existence  in  a  moment, 
even  they,  imitating  the  fascinating  and 


184 


REGISTER  OP  DEBATES. 


[23d  C.  1st  S. 


contagious  example  of  their  chief,  have  as- 
sumed the  powers  of  Congress,  and  under- 
taken to  act  as  they  please  upontheir  con- 
struction oi  the  Constitution  and  the  laws. 
Is  it  not  so,  sir.  Has  not  the  Postmaster 
General  involved  the  Government  in  debt 
near  half  a  million  of  dollars?  Was  there 
any  law  authorizing  him  to  borrow  that 
amount  on  the  credit  of  the  Government. 
No,  sir;  the  measure  is  his  own:  like  his 
chief,  he  takes  the  responsibility!  And,  if 
he  has  a  right,  without  the  authority  of 
Congress,  thus  to  involve  the  Government 
in  debt,  may  he  not  go  on  and  involve  it 
still  more  deeply,  and  may  not  eveiy  other 
department  do  the  same,  whenever  they 
deem  it  proper  and  expedient?  And  has 
not  the  Secretary  of  War,  not  only  with- 
out the  sanction  of  Congress,  but  in  utter 
defiance  of  an  act  of  Congress,  ordered  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  to  transfer  the 
books  and  funds  in  relation  to  pensions  to 
another  bank,  and  thus  endeavored  not 
only  to  abolish  the  agency  which  Congress 
had  established,  but  to  create  another  in  its 
place,  and  this,  too,  without  even  the  com- 
mon formality  of  consulting  Congress  on 
the  subject.  And,  in  order  to  sustain  this 
additional  attack  on  the  bank,  and  this 
most  extraordinary  assumption  of  legisla- 
tive power,  have  we  not  now  a  legal  opin- 
ion from  the  Attorney  General  of  which 
the  object  is  to  prove,  that  the  act  of  July, 
'32,  commonly  called  the  mammoth  pen- 
sion act,  and  under  which  millions  upon 
millions  have  been  expended  upon  pen- 
sions, is,  in  reality,  no  pension  law  at  all? 
And.  above  all,  have  we  not  a  most  grave 
and  learned  homily  from  the  Secretary  oj 
the  Treasury,  upon  the  relative  duties  and 
powers  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Treasury  Department?  Does  he 
not  tell  us  in  his  report,  that  though  he  re- 
moved the  deposites^br  the  reasons  therein 
given,  yet  that  he  claims  the  right  to  have 
removed  them  without  assigning  any  reason 
whatsoever?  Congress  directs  that,  in  the 
event  of  their  removal,  he  shall  report  his 
reasons  for  the  measure;  that  is,  he  shall 
specify  and  explain  the  proceedings  on  the 
part  of  the  bank  which  compelled  him  to 
remove  them.  But  he  says,  in  reply,  it  is 
not  necessary  that  the  bank  should  have 
behaved  improperly,  or  that  the  deposites 
should  have  been  unsafe:  it  is  not  necessary 
that  the  Government  should  have  suffered, 
or  even  anticipated  injury  from  the  conduct 
of  the  bank;  it  is  not  necessary  to  give 
financial  reasons,  or  any  other  reasons 
whatsoever.  I  have  a  right  to  remove  them, 
whenever,  in  my  opinion,  the  public  inter- 
est or  convenience  may  be  promoted  by  the 
change!  Here  again  we  have  it.  The  mea- 
surers my  oion;  1 take  the  responsibility.  It 
comes  not  only  from  the  chief,  but  from 
the  subordinate  officers  of  Government. 


They  all  ride  rough  shod  over  the  legisla- 
tive department  of  the  Government.  I  am 
the  head  of  the  Treasury,  says  the  Secre- 
tary. All  the  public  revenues  are  at  my 
disposal.  Congress  may  place  them  in  a 
particular  channel,  if  it  pleases,  but  if /do 
not  like  that  channel  I  will  transfer  them 
to  others.  A  bank  that  will  not  use  its  in- 
fluence to  support  the  administration,  is  of 
no  service  to  the  Government.  I  will  place 
the  revenue  in  banks  which,  by  sustaining 
the  administration  through  thick  and  thin, 
and  subserving  the  plans  and  purposes  of 
"  the  Government,"  will  promote  the  inter- 
est and  convenience  of  the  country!  And 
not  only  this,  sir,  but  he  soars  still  higher, 
and  even  censures  Congress  for  having 
passed  an  unconstitutional  act,  and  for 
having  established  what  he  denounces  as  a 

freat  moneyed  monopoly,  dangerous  to  the 
berties  of  the  country,  and  the  purity  of 
our  institutions.  Yes,  sir,  he  not  only  as- 
sumes the  right  to  remove  the  revenue  from 
the  bank  in  which  Congress  had  placed  it, 
and  to  place  it  in  local  banks,  and  to  make 
contracts  with  those  banks,  and  all  this 
without  the'authority  and  against  the  con- 
sent of  Congress,  but  he  actually  tells  the 
Legislature  of  the  Union  that  he  has  done 
all  this  because  he  thinks  the  charter  of  the 
bank  unconstitutional,  and  the  bank  itself 
a  dangerous  monopoly!  And  has  it  come 
to  this?  Shall  not  only  the  President,  but 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  lecture  the 
Legislature  upon  the  characters  of  laws, 
and  tell  us  to  our  faces  that  he  will  not  be 
governed  by  an  act  in  relation  to  the  public 
revenue  which  he  thinks  unconstitutional 
and  dangerous?  Sir,  there  are  many  good 
administration  men  upon  this  floor  who  de- 
ny the  right  even  of  a  State  of  this  Union 
to  sit  in  judgment  on  the  constitutionality 
of  an  act  of  Congress.  What  do  they  say, 
then,  to  the  assumption  of  this  right  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  .Treasury?  Is  he  the  su- 
preme tribunal  to  decide  those  matters? 
Sir,  who  made  him  the  judge  whether  the 
charter  of  the  bank  was  constitutional  or 
not?  Who  made  him  the  great  conserva- 
tor of  the  public  liberties,  or  the  great  re- 
gulator of  the  purity  of  our  institutions?  Is 
it  not  bad  enough  when  language  like 
this  is  held  by  the  Executive  himself? 
And  is  it  not  utterly  intolerable  when  re- 
peated by  a  Secretary,  and  not  only  re- 
peated, but  actually  assigned  by  him  as  a 
reason  for  violating  the  public  faith,  and 
disregarding  the  declared  opinion  of  this 
House.  Yes,  sir;  and  if  this  House  endures 
it  in  the  President,  it  deserves  it  from  the 
Secretary.  If  it  allows  the  one  to  trample 
it,  the  weight  of  the  other  will  make  but 
little  difference.  Sir,  if  I  must  have  a  mas- 
ter, it  boots  but  little  whom  I  serve,  and 
whether  one  or  many! 
Sir,  I  have  already  alluded  to  the  efforts 
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that  are  most  disingenuously  made  to  in- 
duce the  people  to  believe  that  all  who 
vote  to  restore  the  deposites  are  secretly 
working  for  the  recharter  of  the  bank.  But 
there  are  other  ettbrts,  still  worse  than 
this,  that  are  also  made  by  the  administra- 
tion press,  and  that  ought  to  excite  the 
most  unqualified  reprobation  of  the  people. 
I  allude  particularly  to  the  attacks  that 
have  been  recently  made  upon  the  mercan- 
tile community.  The  merchants  general- 
ly have  respectfully  petitioned  the  Presi- 
dent to  consider  the  commercial  embar- 
rassments of  the  country,  and  their  depu- 
tations have  not  only  been  repelled,  and 
in  some  instances  even  treated  with  indig- 
nity, but  the  merchants  themselves  are 
now  openly  and  bitterly  denounced  as 
having  been  "  always  hostile  to  democra- 
cy," and  with  "  being  enemies  to  the  people 
and  to  public  liberty."  Sir,  I  live  in  a 
mercantile  community — I  know  the  high 
character  and  honorable  principles  of  the 
Charleston  merchants  well ;  and  as  far  as 
they  are  implicated  in  this  calumny,  I 
would  repel  it  in  the  strongest  terms,  were 
it  not  that  I  cannot  condescend  to  speak 
of  it  in  the  terms  it  merits.  And  I  not  on- 
ly would  repel  it,  as  regards  them,  but  I 
have  no  hesitation  to  pronounce  it  a  most 
unfounded  aspersion  as  regards  the  great 
body  of  American  merchants  generally. 
They  enemies  to  the  people!  They  ene- 
mies to  liberty !  Sir,  if  they  deserve  these 
epithets,  where  will  you  find  republicans 
and  patriots?  When  has  our  country  ever 
produced  more  sterling  patriots  than  your 
Hancocks  and  your  Morrisses,  and  a  hun- 
dred others  that  might  be  named?  Where 
was  it  that  the  first  blow  was  struck  for 
American  independence?  Was  it  not  in 
the  commercial  city  ot  Boston?  Who  car- 
ried the  colonies  successfully  through  the 
war  of  the  revolution,  and  sustained  them 
by  their  credit  and  their  influence?  Was  it 
not  the  merchants?  Who  supported  the  ad- 
ministration during  our  last  contest  with 
Great  Britain,  and  contributed  most  free- 
ly, by  their  money  and  their  power,  to 
maintain  the  rights  and  honor  of  our  Gov- 
ernment? Was  it  not  the  merchants?  And 
who  are  always  foremost,  sir,  in  every  en- 
terprise and  undertaking  which  has  for  its 
object  the  advancement  of  our  country  in 
any  and  every  element  of  national  prospe- 
rity and  glory?  Is  it  not  the  merchants? 
And  is  such  a  body  of  men  as  this — so  in- 
telligent, so  valuable,  and  who  have  always 
shown  themselves,  in  times  of  national  dif- 
ficulty and  disaster,  so  eminently  patriot- 
ic— are  they  now  to  be  denounced,  by  the 
official  paper  of  the  Government,  as  ene- 
mies to  the  people  and  to  liberty?  And 
why  are  they  thus  denounced,  sir?  Why, 
simply,  because  they  have  taken  the  liberty 
to  represent  to  the  President  that  the  com- 


merce of  the  country  will  be  destroyed, 
and  that  they  themselves  are  threatened 
with  bankruptcy  and  ruin,  by  his  inexora- 
ble persistance  in  his  present  course.  Re- 
ally it  would  seem  that  the  administration 
has  not  only  made  war  upon  the  bank,  but 
that  it  has  fulminated  a  declaration  of  hos- 
tility against  almost  every  valuable  portion 
of  our  people,  and  every  great  and  impor- 
tant interest  in  our  country.  Is  it  not  so, 
sir?  Is  not  the  language  of  bitter  denun- 
ciation held  towards  all  those  great  classes 
and  interests  which  have  humbly  petition- 
ed for  redress?  Are  not  your  merchants 
denounced  as  enemies  and.  traitors  to  the 
government  and  country?  Are  not  your 
manufacturers  and  mechanics  told  that  it 
is  better,  far  better,  that  all  credit  and  cur- 
rency should  perish,  than  that  the  Presi- 
dent should  be  thwarted  in  his  designs 
against  the  bank,  or  in  the  great  experi- 
ment he  has  now  in  hand?  Are  not  your 
planters  and  farmers — the  yeomanry  of  our 
country — are  they  not  denounced  as  "  mi- 
serable petitioners''  and  "  pot-house  poli- 
ticians?" And  as  for  all  that  large  and 
enterprising  portion  of  our  citizens  who 
operate  upon  borrowed  capital,  the  veiy 
nature  of  whose  business  requires  bank  ac- 
commodations, and  who  are  therefore 
deeply  distressed  by  the  forced  curtail- 
ments of  the  banks,  are  they  not  told  plain- 
ly by  the  President  that  it  is  of  very  little 
consequence  whether  they  break  or  not, 
and  the  sooner  they  break  the  better!  Yes, 
sir,  such  is  the  language  that  is  held;  and 
such  the  course  pursued,  by  the  President 
and  the  presses  that  sustain  him:  a  lan- 
guage, sir,  which  has  never  been  used  to 
the  people  of  this  country  by  any  President 
before — and  a  course,  I  venture  to  assert, 
which  would  be  tolerated  in  no  constitu- 
tional monarchy  in  Europe,  and  which, 
had  it  been  resorted  to  in  France  or  Eng- 
land, would  have  either  roused  the  British 
to  another  triumphant  struggle  for  reform, 
or  have  produced  in  Paris  another  three 
days'  revolution !  And  yet  the  conduct  of 
the  President  is  not  only  tolerated  here, 
but  he  has  even  been  complimented  on  his 
motives.  Yes,  sir,  gentlemen  have  told  us 
that  he  has  been  governed  by  the  purest 
and  most  elevated  motives — and  not  only 
that,  but  they  have  also  favored  us  with 
ardent  and  impassioned  descriptions  of  his 
military  character  and  exploits.  But  what 
is  this  to  me,  sir?  What  have  I,  or  what 
have  the  people,  to  do  with  his  motives? 
I  do  not  impeach  his  motives,  but  I  look 
to  his  conduct,  and  to  the  Constitution  and 
the  laws.  A  man,  with  the  very  best  mo- 
tives, for  aught  I  know,  may  act  in  a  man- 
ner calculated  to  subvert  them.  It  may 
have  been  with  the  very  best  motives,  for 
aught  I  know,  that  Caesar  assumed  the  im- 
perial purple,    and  Cromwell   dissolved 
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the  Parliament  of  England,  as  it  is  rumor- 
ed that  the  President  intends  to  dissolve 
the  Congress.  And  as  for  his  military  ser- 
vices— as  far  as  he  has  rendered  service  in 
the  field — so  far  I  tender  him  the  most  cor- 
dial tribute  of  my  gratitude.  But,  sir,  be- 
cause he  gained  the  victory  of  New  Or- 
leans, is  that  any  reason  why  he  should  be 
allowed  to  concentre  in  himself  the  whole 
power  of  the  Government?  Because  he 
once  fought  for  the  liberties  of  his  country, 
must  he  therefore  now  be  permitted  to  de- 
stroy them?  Would  it  have  reconciled 
the  citizens  of  South  Carolina  to  butchery 
and  massacre,  to  have  been  told  that  the 
individual  who  ordered  it  was  a  great  mili- 
tary chieftain?  Would  it  satisfy  the  peo- 
ple of  Alabama,  to  be  driven  from  their 
homes  and  despoiled  of  their  possessions, 
or,  in  case  of  murmur  or  resistance,  to  be 
shot  down  like  beasts,  to  be  told  that  he 
who  ordered  it  is  a  man  of  Roman  virtue 
and  integrity?  Or  will  it  satisfy  the  people 
of  this  country,  that  he  shall  violate  the 
public  faith,  and  destroy  all  that  is  valua- 
ble in  property  and  dear  in  freedom,  to  be 
told  that  he  has  done  it  with  the  best  inten- 
tions? No,  sir;  I  apprehend  not.  I  ap- 
prehend they  care  nothing  for  his  motives, 
and  look  only  to  his  conduct  and  its  con- 
sequences: though,  indeed,  if  there  are  any 
who  are  exceedingly  curious  as  to  the 
principles  of  action  by  which  he  may  be 
sometimes  governed,  perhaps  they  may  ob- 
tain some  information  by  applying  to  Mr. 
Duane,  who  has  characterized  the  removal 
of  the  deposites  by  five  emphatic  and  com- 
prehensive words,  or  they  may  acquire  it 
still  better,  perhaps,  by  examining  the  sen- 
tence of  the  gallant  Randolph,  or  by  vi- 
siting the  dungeon  of  the  unhappy  Wat- 
kins,  or  by  reading  the  epitaph  of  the  mur- 
dered Owens ! 

But,  sir,  perhaps  I  have  no  right  to  speak 
thus  freely.  It  may  be  considered  "  disres- 
pectful to  "  the  Government,"  as  a  certain 
memorial  from  a  public  meeting  wasj  or  I 
may  be  told,  as  the  governor  of  Virginia  has 
been,  that  it  is  highly  improper  to  express 
an  opinion  or  a  wish,  unless  it  be  favorable 
to  the  measures  of  "  the  Government  f  or 
I  may  be  told  again,  as  the  House  has  al- 
ready been  admonished  by  an  honorable 
member  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Polk)  that 
is  is  h;igh  time  this  subject  was  terminated, 
because  discussion  does  no  good,  and  only 
tends  to  create  excitement  in  the  people. 
Sir,  with  all  due  deference  to  him,  the  hon- 
orable member  is  mistaken.  It  is  not 
discussion  here  that  excites  the  people,  but 
it  is  that  the  distresses  of  the  people  have 
roused  them  to  action,  and  that  the  move- 
ments, the  powerful  and  majestic  move- 
ments of  the  people,  are  beginning  at  last  to 
act  upon  this  House.  But,  sir,  even  if  it 
was,  as  the  gentleman  supposes,  that  efforts 


are  made  upon  this  floor  to  awaken  the  peo- 
ple to  a  just  assertion  of  their  rights,  where 
is  the  harm,  or  what  fault  has  the  gentle- 
man to  find?  Are  not  the  people  injured 
and  oppressed?  Would  the  gentleman  have 
them  lie  down  quietly  and  allow  the  tor- 
rent to  roll  over  them,  without  an  effort  to 
avert  it?  Sin,  well  may  the  advocates  of 
power  deprecate  excitement;  for  well  they 
know  that  popular  apathy  is  the  very  throne 
of  despotism.  But  I  know  too,  that  the 
spirit  of  liberty  lives  in  the  storm.  Its  very 
element  is  excitement  and  agitation.  Give 
me,  then,  popular  excitement,  popular  ef- 
fervescence, the  very  licentiousness  of  lib- 
erty, any  thing,  no  matter  what,  any  thing 
that  strikes  for  the  Constitution  and  the 
laws,  rather  than  that  miserable  apathy 
which  will  sleep  in  chains  provided  only  it 
is  allowed  to  sleep;  that  wretched  indiffer- 
ence to  public  affairs  which  will  submit  to 
any  and  every  encroachment  on  their  rights, 
rather  than  make  one  noble  and  patriotic 
effort  to  arrest  it.  Here,  then,  in  the  peo- 
ple's House,  I  raise  my  voice  in  the  peo- 
ple's cause;  and  if  I  had  a  voice  that  could 
reach  every  individual  in  the  Union,  this  is 
the  sentiment  I  would  endeavor  to  impress 
upon  his  heart:  that  no  tyrant  ever  enslav- 
ed a  people,  unless  they  themselves  were 
ready  for  the  yoke;  and  that,  of  all  slavery, 
that  is  the  most  contemptible  and  the  most 
degraded,  where  a  people,  "by  tamely  sub- 
mitting to  arbitrary  power,  fabricate  them- 
selves the  very  fetters  by  which  their  liber- 
ty is  manacled."  Yes,  sir,  this  is  the  senti- 
ment I  would  impress  upon  their  hearts; 
and  if,  after  that,  they  choose  to  submit, 
and  to  give  up  every  thing  to  a  single  man, 
I  at  least  will  have  the  proud  consolation  to 
know  that  I  have  done  nothing  either  to 
enslave  myself  or  to  enslave  my  country- 
men! 

And  here,  sir,  with  the  permission  of  the 
House,  I  would  advert  for  a  moment  to  an 
honorable  member  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Moore)  (with  whom,  by  the  bye,  I  was  so 
much  pleased  when  he  last  addressed  the 
House,  that  I  cannot  find  it  in  my  heart  to 
quarrel  with  him)  who  "  exulted,"  as  he 
said,  that  "  nullification  had  been  destroy- 
ed by  the  proclamation  of  the  President." 
Sir,  does  that  gentleman  remember  that 
nullification  is  the  doctrine  of  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson !  That  it  is  embodied  in  the  Vir- 
ginia resolutions  of  '98!  That  it  is  the 
great  principle  for  which  Mr.  Madison  con- 
tended in  his  celebrated  report!  And  that 
it  was  the  glorious  banner  under  which  our 
republican  fathers  fought,  and  achieved  the 
great  civil  revolution  that  brought  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson and  the  republican  party  into  pow- 
er? And  does  he  indeed  rejoice  at  the  idea 
that  the  doctrines  of  Jefferson  have  been 
put  down  by  Jackson;  and  that  the  distin- 
guishing principle  and  the  crowning  glory 
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of  the  Old  Dominion  have  been  swept  away 
by  a  presidential  proclamation?  But  let 
him  not  lay  this  flattering  unction  to  his 
soul.  Nullification  has  not  been  destroyed 
by  the  proclamation !  On  the  contrary,  it 
has  grown  and  thriven  on  it.  Thousands 
upon  thousands,  who  before  were  doubtful, 
are  now  convinced.  They  now  perceive 
that  there  is  no  medium  between  the  right 
of  a  State  to  resist  oppression,  and  the  con- 
centration of  all  power  in  a  great  central 
Government;  and,  flying  with  horror  from 
the  monarchical  doctrines  of  the  proclama- 
tion, i hey  cling,  like  children,  to  their  pa- 
rent States,  and  call  upon  them  to  save 
them  from  the  evils  of  consolidation,  and 
the  still  more  intolerable  despotism  of  a 
single  man.  Yes  sir,  it  has  not  only  con- 
firmed the  State  rights'  party  of  South  Caro- 
lina in  their  principles,  but  it  has  made  con- 
verts to  those  principles  in  almost  every 
other  section  of  the  Union.  Where  can  the 
gentleman  look  and  not  behold  these  prin- 
ciples alive  and  flourishing?  What  is  it 
that  animates  so  large  and  powerful  a  par- 
ty in  the  State  of  Georgia?  What  was  it 
that  roused  Alabama  in  her  late  controver- 
sy with  the  Government?  What  is  it  that 
speaks  in  the  election  of  Mr.  Tazewell  as 
governor  of  Virginia?  What  is  it  that  has 
united  the  whole  South,  in  solid  phalanx, 
against  the  removal  of  the  public  funds? 
What  is  it  that  is  organizing  State  rights' 
associations  in  Pennsylvania,  and  that  eve- 
ry now  and  then  puts  forth  a  voice,  the 
voice  of  freemen,  from  Ohio  and  Kentucky? 
What  is  it?  sir,  but  this  much  abused  Caro- 
lina doctrine?  And  what  is  that  but  the 
great  whig  principle  of  our  fathers,  the  right 
of  resistance  to  unauthorized  power?  And 
does  the  honorable  member  imagine  that 
that  principle  is  dead— that  that  spirit  is  ex- 
tinct! Nay  sir;  why  is  it  that  he  himself 
has  determined  to  vote  to  restore  the  depo- 
sites?  Is  it  not  because  he  considers  their 
removal  an  act  of  usurpation?  And  how  is 
it,  then,  that  he  exults  at  the  idea  that  nul- 
lification is  destroyed,  when  he  will  actual- 
ly vote  with  the  milliners  in  this  important 
application  of  their  principles?  But,  so 
that  he  does  vote  with  us,  he  is  wel- 
come to  the  dream  that  that  great 
principle  of  liberty  is  dead}  and  so  too  I 
would  say  to  another  honorable  member 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wyse)  that  as  he  has 
also  avowed  his  intention  to  vote  for  the 
restoration  of  the  deposites,  he  is  welcome 
to  denounce  the  nullifiers,  and  to  charge 
thenij  as  he  has  done,  with  an  unholy  com- 
bination with  another  party,  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  defeating  the  administration. 
But,  as  the  gentleman  informed  us  that  a 
definitive  treaty  of  alliance  had  been  con- 
cluded between  these  high  contracting  par- 
ties, may  I  ask  him  to  tell  us  when  and 
where  it  was  concluded?    And  may  I  also 


beg  him  to  inform  us  (if  there  be  really  th,s 
unholy  and  insidious  combination  that  he 
speaks  of)  how  it  happens  that  his  name 
will  be  found  enrolled  amongst  them?  Has 
he  been  convinced  by  their  arguments, 
though  he  detests  their  principles?  or  does 
his  conscience  compel  him  to  assent  to 
their  principles,  even  though  he  denounced 
and  condemned  them  in  his  speech?  But 
enough  of  this.  Gentlemen  may  rail  at  our 
principles  provided  they  vote  to  sustain 
them,  and  they  may  proclaim  a  combination 
as  loudly  as  they  please,  provided  their  own 
names  are  found  in  the  list  of  the  condemn- 
ed. But,  sir,  let  me  say  to  that  gentleman 
seriously,  that  however  unintentionally  he 
may  have  done  it,  he  has  done  the  State 
rights'  party  great  injustice.  There  is  no 
union  whatever,  and  there  never  can  be 
between  them  and  any  other  party  hold- 
ing adverse  principles.  They  go  for  the 
restoration  of  the  deposites  upon  the  very 
same  grounds  upon  which  they  nulli- 
fied the  tariff  and  resist  the  force  bill. 
And  were  all  other  parties  in  the  country 
now  united  to  sustain  the  Executive  in  his 
present  course,  as  they  were  formerly  unit- 
ed to  sustain  him  in  the  passage  of  the 
force  bill,  the  nullifiers  would  still  be  found 
at  their  posts,  true  to  their  principles,  bat- 
tling, unaided  and  alone,  to  rescue  the 
Constitution  from  the  grasp  of  tyranny,  as 
they  may,  for  aught  I  know,  be  found  again 
during  this  very  session,  struggling  against 
them  for  the  repeal  of  the  force  bill.  No, 
sir,  we  go  for  the  Constitution.  If  others 
go  with  us,  well  and  welcome:  we  are 
proud  and  happy  of  their  company:  If  not, 
we  should  go  alone,  and  go  for  the  Consti- 
tution. 

And  here,  while  I  repel  the  charge  that 
has  been  brought  against  the  nullifiers,  al- 
low me  to  say  to  those  who  are  now,  like 
them,  resisting  the  high  handed  conduct  of 
fhe  President  in  relation  to  the  bank,' that 
I  see  nothing  in  it  but  the  natural  conse- 
quence oft  he  arbitrary  principles  of  the  por- 
clamation  and  the  force  bill,  which  they 
united  in  applauding  and  sustaining.  D,oe& 
any  man  believe  that  the  President  would 
have  removed  the  deposites,  but  for  the  pa§- 
sage  of  the  force  bill?  No  sir.  Had  that 
bill  been  rejected  it  would  have  taught  him 
prudence;  it  would  have  taught  him  that 
there  was  still  a  constitution,  by  which  he 
is  bound:  that  there  was  still  a* legislature 
to  which  he  is  amenable.  But  the  passage 
of  that  bill,  and  particularly  by  so  large  a 
majority,  told  him  he  might  venture  upon 
any  thing,  no  matter  what,  and  that  Con* 
gress  would  sustain  him.  If,  then,  they 
are  now  shocked  and  horrified  at  his  arbi- 
trary assumption  of  the  public  purse,  let 
them  remember  that  they  had  previously 
given  him  the  unlimited  disposal  of  the  ar- 
my, the  navy,  and  the.  treasury,  for  the  co- 
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ercion  and  subjugation  of  a  member  of  this 
Union.  It  was  but  natural  that  he,  who 
thus  had  a  sovereign  State  put  under  him, 
should  indeed  imagine  himself  above  the 
Constitution  and  the  laws.  It  was  but  na- 
tural that  he  whom  Congress  had  invested 
with  dictatorial  authority,  should  conceive 
himself  at  liberty  to  treat  Congress  as  he 
pleases.  They  who  gave  him  unlimited 
power,  should  not  be  astonished  that  he 
disdains  restriction.  They  who  made  him 
a  despot,  should  not  be  astonished,  however 
they  may  be  mortified,  that  a  despotism  is 
upon  them ! 

Let  me  now  turn  from  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  to  another  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Pevton)  who, 
why,  or  wherefore,  I  know  not,  has  drag- 
ged poor  South  Carolina  into  this  contro- 
versy respecting  the  deposites.  The  gen- 
tleman was  answering  some  remark  or  oth- 
er by  my  colleague  (Mr.  McDuffie)  touch- 
ing a  drilled  majority;  and  in  reply  to  that, 
he  has  charged  the  majority  in  South  Caro- 
lina with  having  passed,  what  he  is  pleased 
to  denominate  an  odious  and  tyrannical  test 
act.  Sir,  I  am  not  sorry  that  the  gentle- 
man has  introduced  this  topic,  as  it  affords 
me  a  fair  opportunity  to  explain  it.  The 
act  alluded  to,  is  not  a  test  act.  Test 
acts,  properly  speaking,  are  of  a  religious 
character;;  such  as  those  that  were  passed 
by  the  British  Parliament  in  relation  to  Ro- 
man Catholics  and  protestant  dissenters, 
and  they  generally  require  conformity  to  a 

E articular  religious  creed  as  an  indispensa- 
le  prerequisite  to  office.  I  know  of  no- 
thing of  this  kind  in  any  State  in  this  Union, 
except  it  may  be  in  that  provision  of  the 
Constitution  of  Tennessee  which  directs 
that  no  individual  who  disbelieves  the  ex- 
istence of  the  Deity  shall  be  eligible  to  any 
civil  office  under  the  government  of  that 
State.  Now,  sir,  I  neither  deny  the  right 
of  that  State  to  establish  this  principle,  nor 
do  I  think  the  principle  wrong  in  itself,  for 
most  assuredly,  no  one  could  regret  more 
than  I  would,  that  civil  offices  should  be 
held  by  persons  who  deny  the  being  of  a 
God,  or  the  existence  of  a  future  state  of 
rewards  and  punishments.  All  that  I  say 
is,  that  the  act  of  South  Carolina  is  not  to 
that  description.  It  imposes  no  religious 
test,  nor  civil  disability  of  any  kind.  No 
citizen  of  South  Carolina  has  been  dis- 
franchised, or  dispossessed  of  any  right  or 
privilege  whatever.  All  that  the  act  en- 
joins is,  that  every  citizen  elected  to  an  of- 
fice under  the  State,  shall,  before  he  enters 
upon  the  execution  of  its  duties,  take  an 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  State,  and  also 
swear  to  protect  and  defend  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  Statec.  The  gentleman 
is  therefore  totally  mistaken  in  calling  it  a 
test  act.  He  is  equally  mistaken  in  sup- 
posing that  it  was  adopted  by  a  mere  majori- 


ty.   It  was  adopted  by  the  people  in  con- 
vention.   According  to  the  Constitution  of 
South  Carolina  no  Convention  can  be  called 
except  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds   of  both 
branches  of  the  legislature.    That  conven- 
tion was  called  by  a  vote  of  fully  three- 
fourths  of  both  branches  of  the  legislature, 
and  the  convention  represented  the  people 
nearly,  if  not  entirely,  in  the  same  propor- 
tion.   The  requisition  of  an  oath  of  allegi- 
ance, then,  was  the  act  of  the  people  assem- 
bled in  convention,  and  in  their  sovereign 
capacity.    Now  does  the  gentleman  mean 
to  imply  that  a  State  in  her  sovereign  capa- 
city cannot  require  an  oath  of  allegiance 
from  her  citizens?     Or  does  he  mean  that 
it  is  an  act  of  despotism  to  require  them  to 
support  the  State  and  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution?    Does  he  deny  that  his  own  State 
is  a  sovereign?    Does  he  deny  Iter  right  to 
the  fidelity  and  allegiance  of  her  citizens? 
Would  he  consider  it  an  act  of  tyranny  in 
lier  to  call  upon  him  to  swear  allegiance  to 
hisjState?    If  he  would  not,  then  why  does 
he  denounce  in  South  Carolina  what  he 
would  admit  and  sustain  in  Tennessee? 
But  if  he  would,  then  I  have  only  to  re- 
mark that  however  he  may  renounce  all 
claim  of  sovereignty  for  his  State,  I  never 
will  abandon  it  for  mine.   Sovereignty  must 
reside  somewhere,  and  wherever  it  resides, 
there  allegiance  is  due.    Where  then  does 
it  reside?    In  the  Federal  Government? 
Would  the  gentleman  venture  to  bring  in  a 
bill  requiring  the'citizens  of  each  and  every 
State  to  swear  allegiance  to  the  Federal 
Government?     I    rather   apprehend   not. 
Would  he  venture  to  bring  in  a  bill  requir- 
ing the  citizens  of  each  and  every  State  to 
take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  President? 
I  should  like  to  see  the  experiment  made.  I 
doubt  very  much  whether  it  would  take  in 
a  single  State.  I  question  very  much  wheth- 
er it  would  take  even  in  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, devoted  as  it  is  to  the  present  Chief 
Magistrate,  because  I  perceive,  and  with 
great  pleasure  too,  that  the  Constitution  of 
that  State  embodies  and  proclaims  the  great 
cardinal  principle  of  freedom,  that     -  the 
doctrines  of  passive  obedience  and  non-re- 
sistance are  slavish   and  absurd,  and  dis- 
tructive  of  the    happiness    of  mankind" 
If  then  the  idea  of  allegiance  to  the  Feder- 
al Government,  or  the  President,  would 
be  scouted,  as  it  certainly  would  be,  with 
the  deepest  indignation  by  the  people  of 
the  States,  where  does  sovereignty  in  our 
complicated  system  lie?    Where,  but  in 
the  parties  to  the  federal  compact,  in  those 
sovereign  and  equal  States  which  created 
this  federal  agency  for  a  few  limited  pur- 
poses common  to  them  all,  which  are  the 
rightful  judges  and  controllers  of  its  con- 
duct, and  which,  if  they  choose,  can  blot 
it  from  existence   in   a  moment?      The 
States,  then,  being  separate  and  indepen- 
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dent  sovereignties,  though  united  by  a 
federal  compact  for  the  great  ends  of  peace, 
and  wa»,  and  commerce,  each  State  has 
an  unquestionable  right  to  the  allegiance  of 
its  citizens.  And  it  every  State  is  enti- 
tled, as  it  certainly  is,  to  the  fidelity  and 
attachment  of  its  own  citizens,  how  can 
the  requisition  of  an  oath  of  fealty  be  pos- 
sibly tottured  into  an  act  of  despotism? 
An  oath  of  allegiance  tyranny!  Why,  sir, 
does  not  the  State  of  Virginia  exact  it  of 
her  citizens?  Does  not  the  State  of  Georgia 
exact  it  of  hers?  Are  not  the  people  of 
Massachusetts  and  of  several  other  States, 
required  to  take  it?  Nay,  was  it  not  im- 
posed by  almost  all  the  States  during  the 
revolutionary  war?  And  will  it  be  said 
that  the  States  are  not  as  sovereign  and 
independent  now  as  when  they  were  strug- 
gling for  independence  against  the  Govern- 
ment of  Britain?  Has  not  almost  every 
State  in  the  Union  an  article  in  its  con- 
stitution providin  for  the  punishment 
of  treason?  Can  treason  be  committed 
against  any  other  than  a  sovereign?  And 
does  not  the  very  fact  that  a  man  may  be 
punished  by  a  State  for  treason,  imply  al- 
legiance to  the  State  against  which  the 
crime  of  treason  may  be  committed?  Above 
all,  is  it  not  an  established  principle  in  po- 
litical science  that  allegiance  and  protec- 
tion are  reciprocal?  Now,  sir,  who  pro- 
tects me  in  my  life  and  liberty  and  proper- 
ty? Who  redresses  my  wrongs  and  sus- 
tains my  rights;  upholds  me  by  day,  and 
covers  me  with  her  broad  shield  by  night? 
Is  it  this  Federal  Government?  No,  sir; 
I  know  it  for  no  such  purposes.    It  can 

{mnish  no  depredation  on  my  property,  nor 
ibel  on  my  character;  it  can  redress  no  de- 
privation of  my  liberty,  nor  assault  upon 
my  life!  And  can  my  allegiance  be  due  to 
a  Government  which,  for  all  the  great  pur- 
poses of  civil  society  and  social  happiness, 
is  utterly  destitute  of  power?  No,  sir;  my 
allegiance  is  due  to  South  Carolina.  As  a 
child  is  not  only  bound  by  duty,  but  im- 
pelled by  love,  to  honor  and  obey  his  pa- 
rents, so  am  I  actuated  by  every  principle 
of  patriotism  and  gratitude  to  of  honor  and 
obey  my  State.  She  is  my  parent,  in  eve- 
ry sense  of  that  endearing  name.  In  her 
arms  I  was  born;  in  her  bosom  I  was  rear- 
ed; and  it  is  to  her  I  am  indebted  for  what- 
ever I  am,  and  for  all  that  I  have.  In  her 
soil  the  bones  of  my  ancestors  repose;  in 
her  bosom  I  shall  mingle  my  dust  with 
theirs;  to  her  care  I  shall  bequeath  my 
children  when  I  die;  and  therefore,  even  if 
she  had  not  commanded  me  to  swear  alle- 
giance with  my  lips,  the  instinct  of  nature 
would  write  the  oath  upon  my  heart.  As 
far  as  she  has  entered  into  a  compact  with 
her  sister  States,  so  far  am  I  bound,  as  her 
citizen,  by  the  obligations  of  that  compact. 
Allegiance  to  her  requires  me  to  obey  and ' 


support  every  act  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment which  she  recognizes  as  constitution- 
al and  binding  upon  her;  and  the  same  al- 
legiance which  requires  me  to  support  a 
constitutional  act,  requires  me,  wnen  she 
commands  it  to  resist  and  arrest  every 
dangerous  infraction  of  the  compact.  Al- 
legiance to  South  Carolina,  then,  so  far 
from  repudiating  the  rightful  authority  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,  actually  presup- 
poses, implies,  and  includes  it.  It  requires 
ner  citizens  to  support  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment in  every  just  and  rightful  exercise 
of  power;  and  to  support  the  Constitution 
by  resisting  every  dangerous  infraction  of 
that  instrument,  whether  it  consist  in  en- 
croachments by  Congress  or  the  reserved 
powers  of  the  States,  or  in  the  assumption, 
by  the  Executive,  of  the  peculiar  and  ex- 
clusive powers  of  the  legislative  department 
of  the  Government.  This  is  the  wnole  sum 
and  substance  of  the  oath;  and  now,  if  the 
gentleman  can  convince  any  candid  and 
reflecting  man  that  such  an  act  is  tyranni- 
cal, or  ought  properly  to  be  branded  as  an 
odious  test  act,  he  will  certainly  exhibit 
no  ordinary  portion  of  casuistical  acumen. 
No  man  can  hesitate  to  take  the  oath,  ex- 
cept he  denies  the  right  of  the  State  to  en- 
join it.  He  who  denies  that  right,  denies 
her  sovereignty;  and  he  who  denies  that, 
certainly  has  no  right  to  complain  that  she 
will  not  abandon  her  claim  to  sovereignty 
to  remove  his  scruples.  And,  indeed,  who 
would  desire  to  serve  a  State  that  has  no 
sovereignty?  Who  would  hold  a  military 
commission  under  a  State  which  cannot  com- 
mand the  allegiance  of  her  soldiers?  Who 
would  care  to  be  a  member  of  the  legisla- 
ture, or  even  governor,  of  a  State  which  he 
regards  as  a  mere  petty  corporation,  hav- 
ing no  sovereign  authority  whatever,  and 
which  may  be  swept  from  existence  by  a 
Presidential  Proclamation?  And  yet  do 
not  the  very  terms  I  have  used  demonstrate 
of  themselves  the  sovereignty  of  the  States? 
The  Legislature  and  the  Governor!  What 
but  sovereignty  can  create  a  Legislature? 
What  act  of  State  legislation  is  there  that 
is  not  an  act  of  sovereign  authority?  What 
higher  powers  can  be  exercised,  by  any 
government  on  earth  than  those  which  af- 
fect the  persons  and  properties  of  a  people; 
which  levy  taxes,  create  corporations, 
define  and  punish  crimes,  and  regulates 
society  in  every  conceivable  relation  which 
man  can  bear  to  man?  Can  the  Federal 
Government  do  these  things?  It  is  noto- 
rious that  it  cannot.  And  why?  Because 
it  is  limited  entirely  to  a  few  general  and 
external  objects!  Limited  by  whom?  Why 
it  is  limited  by  the  States!  It  only  exists 
by  the  permission  of  the  States;  and  yet 
sovereignty  is  claimed  for  this  limited 
agency,  which  can  only  exercise  a  few  de- 
legated trust*,  whilst  it  is  denied  to  the 
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very  States  themselves  by  which  it  was 
created,  and  which  can  abolish  it  at  plea- 
sure !  But,  sir,  I  have  done  with  this  mat- 
ter. Perhaps  I  ought  to  ask  pardon  of  the 
House  for  having  dwelt  at  all  upon  it;  but 
as  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  as- 
sailed my  State,  I  felt  myself  bound,  by 
my  allegiance,  to  defend  her.  I  come  now 
to  the  consideration  of  the  main  proposi- 
tion before  us. 

There  are  two  great  points  of  view  in 
which  this  subject  may  be  regarded,-  the 
one  pecuniary  or  commercial,  the  other 
constitutional  or  political.  And  both  of 
these  again  divide  themselves  into  certain 
points  or  propositions,  a  correct  under- 
standing and  decision  upon  which  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  a  correct  understand- 
ing and  decision  of  the  great  question,  shall 
the  deposites  be  restored  or  not.  Looking 
at  this  subject,  theu,  in  a  pecuniary  point 
of  view,  these  questions  naturally  force 
themselves  upon  us.  Is  the  country  dis- 
tressed? If  so,  what  has  produced  this 
distress?  And  what  is  the  appropriate  re- 
medy? Looking  at  it  politically  or  consti- 
tutionally, questions  nf  a  diiferent  charac- 
ter arise;  such  as,  Who  removed  the  depo- 
sites? What  impelled  him  to  remove 
them?  What  right  had  he  to  remove 
them?  What  is  the  true  character  of  the 
whole  proceeding?  Does  it  involve  a  vio- 
lation of  the  Constitution  and  an  assump- 
tion of  legislative  power;  a  violation  of  the. 
charter  of  the  bank  and  of  the  public  faith; 
an  abuse  or  perversion  of  the  power  of  ap- 
pointment and  removal;  and  an  utter  disre- 
gard of  the  opinion  of  the  people,  as  so- 
lemnly expressed  by  a  vote  of  this  House 
in  relation  to  the  bank?  And,  if  it  does, 
what  is  the  appropriate  remedy  for  these 
usurpations  and  abuses? 

Under  the  first  division,  then,  the  first 
question  \s%  is  the  country  distressed? 
Why,  sir,  I  am  almost  ashamed  to  ask  the 
question!  Does  not  the  country  telj  us 
that  it  is  distressed  ?  Does  not  your  table 
grOan  with  memorials  and  petitions  from 
all  quarters  of  the  Union,  and  from  all 
classes  of  our  citizens?  Does  not  every 
mail  teem  with  accounts  of  public  meet- 
ings, driven  almost  to  madness  by  the  cer- 
tain ruin  that  stares  them  in  the  face,  and 
imploring  Congress  to  interpose  its  power? 
Does  not  every  breese,  from  every  section 
of  the  Union,  come  freighted  to  the  Capi- 
tol with  the  most  frightful  accounts  of  the 
stagnation  of  commerce,  the  derangement 
of  the  currency,  the  fall  of  produce,  the  de- 
preciation of  property,  the  destruction  of 
all  enterprise  and  industry?  Does  not 
every  day,  and  every  hour,  tell  us  of  the 
rapid  and  continued  fall  of  every  kind  of 
stock;  of  appalling  and  afflictive  failures; 
of  banks  unable  and  afraid  to  lend;  of  ex- 
tensive factories  suspending  their  opera- 


tions; of  thousands  upon  thousands  of  la 
borers  and  operatives  driven  from  employ- 
ment; and,  in  short,  of  a  most*frighttul 
scene  of  ruin  and  desolation  rushing,  like 
a  mountain  torrent,  over  all  classes  of  so^ 
ciety,  and  involving  indiscriminately  thei 
rich  and  the  poor,  the  wealthy  merchant] 
and  the  industrious  artisan,   the   lordlyt 
manufacturer  and  the  poor  operative  whot| 
depends  upon  his  daily  labor  for  his  life?  i 
And  do  they  not  tell  us  that,  frightful  as  \ 
the  scene  now  is,  it  is  daily  getting  worse  { 
and  worse;  and  that  unless  some  adequate  j 
remedy  be   devised  by  Congress,  it  will! 
continue  to  increase,  failure  will  follow  af- 
ter; failure,  specie  payments  will  be  sus- 
pended by  the  banks,  the  country  will  be 
overrun  with  depreciated  paper,  and  that 
it  will  inevitably  be  involved  in  calamities 
even  worse  than  those  of  '16  and  '17,  and 
from  which  it  was  only  relieved  by  the  con- 
trolling and  regulating  power  of  the  Uni- 
ted States'  Bank?    And  who  are  they  that 
tell  us  these  things?     The  ignorant — the 
factious — the  disappointed' — the  vulgar! — 
No,  sir;  they  are  the  very  best  classes  of 
our  citizens — the  intelligent  and  produc- 
tive classes — the  merchants  and  manufac- 
turers— the  planters  and  fanners — almost 
all  the  banks — the  boards  of  trade  and 
chambers  of  commerce—these  are  thepeo- 
ple  who  tell  us  that  the  country  is  distress- 
ed !  The  country  then  is  distressed !  deeply 
and  deplorably  distressed !  Now,  then,  let 
me  ask, 

What  has  produced  this  distress?  As 
causes  and  effects  are  necessarily  uni- 
ted, and  as,  when  we  see  a  particular 
action  performed  and  a  certain  result 
produced,  we  naturally  ascribe  the  erae 
to  the,  operation  of  the  othei\  so  com- 
mon sense  proclaims,  in  this  case>  that  the 
removal  of  the  deposites  is  the  eause.  Be- 
fore that  rash  and  disastrov^act,  the  coun- 
try was  not  only  tranqu.il  and  contented,, 
but  prosperous  and,  happy;  commerce 
spread  its  sails  and  whitened  every  sea;  ag- 
riculture and  manufactures  flourished;  the 
spirit  of  improvement  was  abroad;  enter- 
prise^ and  labor  were  well  rewarded;  the 
rich  had  no  fear  of  bankruptcy,  the  poor  no 
dread  of  starvation;  every  thing  went  on 
well,  and  the  whole  country  presented  a 
scene  of  improvement,  and  vigor,  and  pros- 
perity, upon  which  the  eye  of  the  patriot 
might  dwell  with  rapture.  Such  was  the 
condition  of  our  beloved  country  only  a 
few  brief  months  since.  But  lo!  the  pub- 
lic treasury  is  seized  by  the  high  hand  of 
power;  the  deposites  are  removed  from  the 
custody  in  which  the  laws  had  placed 
them,  and  transferred  to  hands  utterly  un- 
known, as  government  agents,  to  the  peo 
pie  or  the  laws;  and  in  an  instant — in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye,  as  if  by  the  blast  of 
the  Simoom,  or  tne'powerful  spell  of  some 
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jlitical  magician — the  whole  scene  is  re- 
ersed;  the  country  becomes  agitated  and 
armed — commercial  operations  are   de- 
inged — manufacturing  operations  are  sus- 
ended — a  sudden  paralysis  seizes  upon 
very  species  of  enterprise,  and  every  de- 
artment  of  industry  and   labor,  and  the 
eople  every  where  are  running  to  and  fro, 
s  if  agitated  by  an  earthquake,  calling  up- 
n  the  Government  to  save  them  from  the 
hasm  that  yawns  before  them !    Sir,  what 
ias  caused  all  this?     Why  is  it  that  this 
;reat  country,   lately  so  prosperous  and 
lappy,  is    now   filled    with   lamentation 
tnd  despair?     Shall  we  insult  the  people 
>y  telling  them  that    it  is  all    entirely 
wing  to  overtrading,  and  to  the  operation 
)f  cash  duties  and  diminished  credits  at 
:he  custom-house?    Shall  we  tell  them  that 
it  has  all  been  caused  by  the  malignity  of 
the  bank,  which  is  torturing  and  oppressing 
them,  in  order  to  compel  a  renewal  of  its 
charter?     No,  sir;  the  people  know  that 
these  are  miserable  fallacies,  and  that  they 
are  only  intended  to  turn  their  indignation 
from  the  true  source  of  their  misfortunes. 
They  understand  their  interests  well.— 
They  know  well  what  has  caused  their  suf- 
ferings—and much  better  than  we  can  tell 
them.jThe  merchant  needsno  one  totellhim 
what  stops  his  ship;  nor  the  manufacturer 
his  shuttle;  artisans  and  mechanics  need 
no  one  to  tell  them  why  all  improvements 
have  ceased;  nor  the  poor  working  man 
why  he  can  no  longer  get  work  tor  his 
hands,  nor  bread  for  his  children.    They 
know  the  reason  well:  and  they  all  tell  us, 
with  one  voice,  that  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites  is'the  cause.    And  .this  being  the 
cause,  as  it  unquestionably  is, 

What  is  the  appropriate  remedy?     The 
people  tell  us,  that,  as  all  their  distresses 
nave  been  caused  by  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  so  die  restoration   of  the  de- 
posites is  the  proper  remedy.    But  what 
do  the  majority  of  the  honorable  Com- 
mittee  of  Ways    and  Means  say?     Do 
they  go  for  the  people,  or  against  the  peo- 
ple?    Why,  sir,  they  have  presented  a 
report  that  goes  the  whole  against  the  peo- 
ple.     They  have  presented  a  report  in 
which  they  reiterate  all  the  reasons  and  as- 
sertions of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  pronounce  them  perfectly  satisfactory 
and  conclusive.    They  go  over  the  whole 
ground  again,  of  the  three  per  cents.,  and 
the  protested  bill ,  and  the  enormous  crimi- 
nality of  the  bank  in  having  published  Mr. 
McDuffie's  report  and  Mr.  Gallatin's  essay 
upon  currency  and  banking.      But,  sir, 
what  do  they  say  to  the  distresses  of  the 
people?    What  do  they  say  to  the  cries  for 
relief  that  pour  in  upon  us  from  thousands 
and  hundreds  of  thousands  in  every  quarter 
of  the  Union?     Why  they  reply  to  the 
lamentations  of  the  people  in  a  string  of 


flat  denials  and  repulsive  propositions.  The 
people  call  upon  Congress  for  relief,  &n<l 


the  committee  say,  in  reply,  that  the  bank 
ought  not  to  be  recharteredJ    The  people 
call  upon  us  for  relief  and  the  committee 
say,  in  reply,  that  the  deposites  ought  not 
to  be  restored!    Hundreds  of  thousands  of 
our  fellow-citizens,  who  are  at  this  moment 
on  the  eve  of  ruin,  call  upon  us  for  relief, 
and  the  committee  tell  them  coolly,  in  re- 
ply, that  if  a  general  currency  be  necessary, 
it  can  be  as  well  accomplished  by  the  local 
banks  as  by  the  National  Bank;  and  that  a 
select  committee  shall  be  appointed  to  in- 
stitute a  searching  scrutiny  into  the  con- 
duct of  it  for  the  purpose  of  discovering 
whether  the  bank  ought  not  to  be  totally 
destroyed !    And  is  this  the  answer  ot  the 
committee  to  the  call  of  the  country  tor  re- 
lief ?    Is  this  the  only  aid  and  consolation 
they  propose  to  give?    Sir,  think  you  the 
people  will  be  satisfied  with  such  a  deci- 
sion as  this?    What  does  it  decide?  Why, 
it  decides  nothing,  and  worse  than  nothing, 
for  it  only  decides  that  things  shall  con- 
tinue as  they  are,  and  that  the  country  shall 
still  go  on  in  a  state  of  unutterable  contu- 
sion and  embarrassment.       It  denies  all 
redress  to  the  country,  and  shuts  the  very 
door  to  its  hopes   and  prayers.     It  tel  s 
*he  people  that  they  shall  not  be  relieved; 
that  they  shall  not  be  heard;  and  that  their 
petitions  and  complaints  are  treated  with 
contempt.     And   now,  let  me  ask,  what 
does  this  House  intend  to  say  upon  this  sub- 
ject?   Will  it  sanction  that  report?    Wil 
it  adopt  that  report,  and  thus  throw  a  fire- 
brand amongst  the  combustible  elements 
which   are    now    every  where  collected? 
Will  it  fulminate  a  declaration  of  war 
against  the  properties  and  liberties  of  the 
people,  to  which  they  will  not  and  ought 
not  to  submit?    Will  they  go  on  from  op- 
pression to  oppression,, adding  injury  to  in- 
jury?   Will  they  say  to  the  people  as  Re- 
hoboam  did  to  the  Israelites,  when  the 
tribes  petitioned  for  a  relaxation  of  their 
burdens— You  have  suffered  much,  but  you 
shall  suffer  more;  you  have  been  scourged 
with  whips,  but  now  you  shall  be  scourged 
with  scorpions,  and  force  them  to  reply,  in 
an  agony  of  desperation— To  your  tents,  oh 
Israel?    Sir,  this  is  a  momentous  subject. 
We  have  arrived  at  a  fearful  and  moment- 
ous crisis.  The  people  have  told  this  House 
what  they  expect  at  our  hands;  and  they 
will  not,  and  they  ought  not,  to  be  satisfied 
with  our  doing  any  thing  less  than  what 
they  have  demanded.    This  is  no  time  to 
trifle  with  the  feelings  of  a  suffering,  in- 
jured, and  indignant  people.    This  is  no 
time  to  talk  about  "experiments."     This 
is  no  time  to  talk  about  a  metallic  currency, 
or  a  hard  money  Government,  or  making 
experiments  with  local  banks  to  see  whether 
they  cannot  accomplish  what  every  boy  in 
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eth  country  knows  they  cannot.  The  people 
are  sick  of  experiments;  they  are  no  wwri  th- 
ing under  a  most  awful  experiment;  and  he 
who  talks  to  them  of  making  another,  will 
only  be  regarded  as  adding  insult  to  their 
injuries.  What  then,  I  ask,  does  this 
House  intend  to  say?  Shall  we  say  that 
the  people  are  divided,  and  therefore  we 
are  at  liberty  to  vote  as  we  please?  I  en- 
treat the  House  to  pause  for  a  moment,  and 
reflect  upon  this  matter.  True,  the  people 
are  divided.  But  how  are  they  divided? 
They  are  divided  into  those  who  suffer  and 
those  who  do  not;  and  because  those  who 
do  not  suffer,  and  who  are  actually  bene- 
fitted by  the  sufferings  of  others,  tell  us 
not  to  restore  the  deposites,  are  we  there- 
fore to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  those  who  do  suf- 
fer, and  who  entreat  us  to  relieve  them. 
Sir,  I  hope  not.  I  hope  that  the  good  sense 
and  the  good  feelings  of  this  House  will  ex- 
hibit sympathy  for  the  sufferings  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  not  persist  in  an  impolitic  and  op- 
pressive course  merely  from  party  princi- 
ples or  party  motives.  Suffering  knows  no 
party;  money  is  neither  whig  nor  tory;  dis- 
tress involves  the  friends  as  well  as  the  op- 
{>onents  of  the  administration;  and?  there- 
ore,  all  who  have  hearts  to  sympathise  with 
the  misfortunes  of  the  country,  should  vote 
to  relieve  them  without  re^^nce  to  party. 
Think  you,  sir,  it  will  satisfy  the  people  to 
tell  them  this  was  the  act  of  the  President, 
and  therefore  it  must  be  supported,  right  or 
wrong,  no  matter  how  disastrous  the  con- 
sequences may  be.  What,  sir,  is  this  the 
determination  of  the  President  himself?  Is 
this  the  tone  he  holds,  and  the  attitude  he 
takes;  that,  because  he  has  done  it,  there- 
fore it  shall  be  irrevocable?  Who  has 
brought  all  this  calamity  upon  the  country? 
Is  it  not  he?  Who,  then,  ought  to  be  first 
and  foremost  to  relieve  it?  Is  it  not  he? 
Sir,  when  David  sinned  by  causing  the 
tribes  of  Israel  to  be  numbered,  and  his  of- 
fence was  punished  by  the  Deity  with  a 
sore  visitation  upon  them,  he  prayed  that 
the  innocent  people  might  be  spared,  and 
that  the  punishment  of  his  sin  might  fall 
upon  himself  alone.  Does  our  ChiefMagis- 
trate  pray  that  the  innocent  people  may  be 
spared,  and  that  he  alone  may  suffer  the 
consequences  of  his  conduct?  Has  he  an 
eye  to  pity,  or  a  hand  to  help  them?  No; 
he  sees  not;  he  hears  not;  he  feels  not.  The 
waves  may  rise  and  the  winds  may  blow, 
but  they  disturb  not  him.  House  after 
house  may  fail,  his  palace  is  secure;  bank 
after  bank  may  break,  his  bank  is  safe; 
factory  after  factory  may  fall,  his  salary  is 
still  the  same;  wretch  after  wretch  may 
starve,  and  widows  and  orphans  may  weep 
and  wail,  he  still  dines  in  regal  splendour, 
and  reposes  on  a  bed  of  down.  What  is 
it  all  to  him  ?  What  cares  he  for  the  wreck 
and  ruin  that  surrounds  him?     Andrew 


Jackson  has  done  it,  and  it  shall  not  be  un- 
done! Shall  not!  And  is  this  the  language 
that  is  held  to  the  people  by  a  servant  of 
the  people?  Shall  not!  Sir,  suppose  the> 
people  say  it  shall?  what  then?  why, 
then  I  can  tell  this  House  that  it  is  much 
easiertoavertthantocontrolastorm;  much 
easier  to  comply  with  the  memorials  and  pe- 
titions on  your  table,  than  to  subdue  the  peo-  I 
pie  when  they  are  once  thoroughly  aroused  \ 
to  an  assertion  of  their  rights.  And  it  needs  I 
no  efforttoarousethem.  Sir,  the  reportof  the  I 
Secretary  ot  the  Treasury  will  not  be  sus- 
tained by  a  vote  of  Congress.  It  will  be 
severely  censured  by  a  large  majority  in  j 
one  branch,  and  only  sustained,  if  sustained  j 
at  all,  by  a  very  meagre  majority  in  the 
other.  The  result,  upon  the  whole,  will 
be  disapproval  of  his  conduct;  and  that  dis- 
approval will  necessarily  impose  upon  him 
the  duty  and  the  obligation  to  retrace  his 
steps.  Will  he  refuse  to  do  it?  Will  he 
again  contemn  the  wishes  and  opinions  of 
the  country  and  the  vote  of  Congress?  Sir, 
let  me  tell  you,  the  deposites  must  be  re- 
stored, or  fearful  will  be  the  responsibility 
that  will  rest  upon  this  House.  The  peo- 
ple have  resolved  it,  and  they  will  execute 
their  pleasure.  The  spirit  that  threw  the 
tea  overboard  is  at  work  in  Boston.  New 
York  and  Philadelphia  are  in  wild  commo- 
tion. The  west  is  rising  like  a  young  lion 
from  his  lair;  and  the  whole  soutn  is  united 
firmly  and  determinately  on  this  subject. 
And  who  cannot  foretell  the  isssue?  Who 
cannot  foresee  that,  in  a  contest  for  their 
properties  and  their  liberties,  the  people 
must  and  will  succeed.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  say 
with  them,  as  a  member  of  this  House,  the 
restoration  of  the  deposites  is  the  appro- 
priate remedy;  and  I  say  to  them,  as  being 
one  of  them  myself,  I  hope  and  trust  they 
never  will  sleep  nor  slumber  until  they  have 
redressed  their  wrongs  and  regained  their 
rights. 

I  come  now  to  the  second  branch  or  di- 
vision of  this  subject,  and  the  first  question 
here  is?  who  removed  the  deposites  from 
the  United  States'  Bank?  After  what  I  have 
said  already  it  may  seem  superfluous  to  dis- 
cuss this  point,  and  therefore  I  shall  say 
but  a  few  words  on  it.  I  say  that  it  was 
the  President  who  removed  them,  and  that 
he,  and  he  alone,  is  answerable  for  the  con- 
sequences. It  is  true  the  President  tells  us 
in  his  message  that  it  was  the  act  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  the  Se- 
cretary has  sent  us  a  pamphlet  contain- 
ng  what  he  calls  his  reasons  for  doing 
what  was  ordered  to  be  done  before  his 
appointment  to  his  office.-  The  Presi- 
dent gave  his  reasons  to  his  cabinet,  and 
the  Secretary  gives  the  reasons  of  the 
President  to  Congress.  The  reasons  in 
both  are  identical.  Every  reason  urged  by 
the  President  is  repeated  by  the  Secretary. 
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Yes,  all  the  reasons  were  assigned,  and  the 
act  was  commanded  to  be  done,  before'the 
present  Secretary  was  appointed.  This,  oi 
itself,  is  conclusive  upon  the  subject.  But 
the  whole  transaction  is  so  precious  a  piece 
of  history — it  reflects  such  high  honor  on 
our  Government,  and  will  shine  so  bright- 
ly to  future  ages — that  I  must  be  indulged 
in  dwelling  on  it  for  a  moment!  What  a 
theme  for  an  A'merican  historian  is  the 
President's  offer  of  the  Russian  embassy 
to  Mr.  Duane,  not  if  he  would  resign — oh 
no — but  if  he  would  only  make  him  happy  by 
violating  his  own  conscience  and  duty,  and 
go  into  an  honorable  exile,  *)  as  to  clear 
the  way  of  the  President  to  the  possession 
of  the  Treasury.  What  a  scene  for  a 
painter,;  the  Government  directors  sitting 
as  inquisitors  upon  their  brethren,  and  pry- 
ing into  every  hole  and  corner  of  the  bank, 
gathering  matter  with  which  to  assail  their 
associates,  and  to  blacken  the  character  and 
destroy  the  credit  of  an  institution  which  it 
was  their  bounden  duty,  as  officers  of  Con- 
gress, to  have  sustained  and  protected  even 
against  the  President  himself.  And,  above 
all,  what  a  subject  for  the  sublimest  strains 
of  poetry,  that  noble  exclamation  of  the  Pre- 
sident—  The  measure  is  my  own;  I  name 
the  day.  What  a  wonderful  man!  Who 
but  he  would  have  dared  to  have  spoken 
this?  What  other  President  would  have 
dared  not  only  to  seize  the  treasures  of  the 
Government,  but  to  proclaim  the  seizure  as 
a  deed  of  merit,  and  to  call  upon  the  peo- 
ple to  bow  down  and  worship  him  because 
he  now  stood,  like  a  demigod, with  the  sword 
in  one  hand  and  the  purse  in  the  other,  and 
his  foot  upon  the  Constitution!  But,  not  to 
detain  the  House  upon  a  self-evident  pro- 
position, is  it  not  notorious  that  the  Presi- 
dent repeatedly  urged  the  late  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  remove  the  Deposit.es  from 
the  United  States'  Bank?  that  when  he 
found  that  officer  unwilling  to  remove  them, 
he  convened  his  cabinet  and  read  to  them  a 
manifesto  in  which  he  assigned  his  reasons 
for  removing  them?  and  that  when  he  found 
that  that  officer  would  neither  abandon  his 
duty  by  accepting  the  embassy  to  Russia, 


nor  sacrifice  his  conscience  by  submitting 
to  unauthorized  dictation,  he  instantly  and 
unceremoniously  dismissed  him  from  office 
by  substituting  another  in  his  place?  Is  it 
not  notorious,  also,  that  he  appointed  ah 
agent  (and  where  aid  he  get  authority  to 
appoint  that  agent?)  to  ascertain  the  rela- 
tive standing  and  condition  of  the  local 
banks,  and  to  regulate  the  terms  upon 
which  the  public  revenue  should  be  trans- 
ferred to  them,  and  that  some  of  the  depo- 
site  banks  were  actually  selected  before  the 
appointment  of  the  present  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury?  Would  the  President  have  re- 
moved the  late  incumbent  of  the  Treasury, 
if  he  had  succumbed  to  his  dictation? 
Would  he  have  appointed  the  present  in- 
cumbent, if  it  had  not  been  ascertained 
that  he  coincided  in  opinion  with  him,  and 
would  execute  his  will?  Nay,  to  put  this 
question  beyond  the  possibility  of  cavil,  did 
not  the  President  himself  unequivocally  de- 
clare that  the  act  was  his  own,  and  that  he 
takes  the  responsibility?  On  his  head,  then, 
let  the  responsibility  rest.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  has  had  nothing  to  do  with  it, 
except  as  the  organ  of  the  President.  The 
act  is  the  President's;  and,  having  demon- 
strated that,  I  shall  now  examine  the  prin- 
cipal reasons  upon  which  he  has  attempted 
to  justify  his  conduct. 

What  then  are  his  reasons?  Sir,  he  has 
no  reasons.  The  document  containing 
them  degrades  the  Government,  and  insults 
the  common  understandings  of  the  people' 
What  does  he  say,  sir:  That  the  deposites 
were  unsafe  in  the  United  States'  Bank? 
No*  That  it  had  acted  illiberally  and  op- 
pressively to  the  local  banks?  No.  That  it 
had  failed  to  perforin  any  of  its  duties  or 
obligations  to  the  Government?  No.  That 
the  Government  had  either  sustained  any 
loss,  or  even  apprehended  any  loss  from  the 
continuance  of  the  depositesin  its  custody? 
No.  That  the  deposites  would  be  more  se- 
cure in  the  local  banks?  No.  That  they 
would  collect  and  disburse  the.  revenue,  or 
equalize  exchanges,  or  regulate  the  curren- 
cy, or  assist  the  commercial  operations  of 
the  country,  better  than  all.  this  was  done 
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by  the  United  States'  Bank?  No.  He  says 
nothing  of  this  kind,  and  yet  these  are  the 
only  g>od  reasons  that-  could  have  been  as- 
signed, suffering  him  to  have  had  a  rightful 
authority  for  acting  as  he  has  done.  What 
then  does  he  say,  sir,  in  justification  of  this 
most  arbitrary  act?  Why,  he  tells  us,  yes 
sir,  he  actually  tells  us,  that  the  bank  had 
interfered  in  political  concerns!  Now,  if 
it  really  has,  it  has  certainly  been  more  ig- 
norant or  inattentive  to  its  interests  than 
banks  usually  are.  But  what  proof  has 
been  adduced  to  sustain  this  assertion.  Not 
a  particle  of  proof.  But,  even  admitting 
that  the  charge  is  true,  was  that  a  suffi- 
cient reason  for  tampering  with  the  credit 
and  currencyof  the  country  as  hehas  done? 
Were  the  stockholders  of  the  bank  disfran- 
chised? Had  they  no  right  to  think  or  to 
vote  as  they  pleased,  because  of  their  con- 
nexion with  the  bank?  And,  if  it  be  a  crime 
in  them  to  have  meddled  with  elections,  had 
they  no  example  in  the  President  him- 
self? Has  he  never  interfered  in  the  local 
politics  of  the  States?  Has  he  never  thrown 
the  weight  of  his  name  and  influence  in  the 
scale  of  one  political  party  in  a  State,  and 
denounced  the  principles  and  conduct  of 
another?  And  will  he  not  concede  the  same 
right  to  others  which  he  practices  himself? 
or,  has  he  determined  to  monopolize  the 
right  of  interfering  with  elections,  as  he 
seems  to  have  monopolized  all  the  powers 
of  the  Government?  Another  reason  is, 
that  the  Rank  has  corrupted  the  public 
press,  and  injured  the  morals  of  society! 
Now,  I  will  not  stop  to  ask  who  made  him 
the  regulator  of  the  press,  and  the  custos 
morum  of  the  people;  but,  does  any  man 
doubt  that  tie  press  would  have  been  per- 
fectly pure,  and  the  morals  of  the  people 
perfectly  safe,  if  the  money,  alledged  to 
have  been  corruptly  expended  by  the  bank, 
had  only  been  expended  in  support  of  the 
Administration?  But  the  bank  was  inde- 
pendent; and,  therefore,  it  was  corrupt:  it 
opposed  his  re-election;  and,  therefore,  it 
demoralized  the  people.  Hitherto  a  Nation- 
al Bank  had  always  been  considered  the 
natural  ally  of  power  and  enemy  of  liberty; 
and,  therefore,  he  could  not  realize  the 
strange  political  anomaly  that  the  present 
bank,  instead  of  being  thoroughly  subser- 
vient to  all  his  views  and  purposes,  snould 
actually  question  his  qualifications  for  the 
presidency.  But  what  was  the  corruption? 
W  hy,  it  consisted  in  the  enormous  crime  of 
printing  and  disseminating  able  and  scien- 
tific papers,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  its 
great  utility  to  the  Government  and  coun- 
try, and  enlightening  the  public  mind,  gene- 
rally,  in  relation  to  its  true  character  and 
operating"..  And  is  it  not  a  shame — is  it  not 
an  insult  -^  *»**  onnntry— that  such  reasons 
as  tha*e  ahoum  be  seriously  assigned,  in  a 
grave  stale  paper. «s  the  reasons  for  attempt- 


ing to  destroy  the  bank,  and  involving  th 
country  in  disorder  and  distress!  Am 
here,  again  let  me  ask,  even  admitting  tha 
the  bank  did  act  corruptly  in  disseminating 
documents  and  employing  papers  in  its  own 
defence;  is  not  this  charge  just  as  applica- 
ble to  the  banks  to  which  the  public  funds 
have  been  transferred?  Will  there  be  no 
corruption  there?  Nay;  had  not  the  bank 
an  illustrious  example  in  the  Administra- 
tion itself!  What  is  the  expenditure  of  a 
few  thousands  by  the  bank,  to  the  enor- 
mous amount  annually  expended  by  the 
different  Departments  of  the  Government, 
in  the  pay  and  patronage  of  party  presses? 
Talk  to  me  of  the  power  and  corruption  of 
the  bank!  No,  sir:  here  is  the  great  source 
of  danger  to  the  freedom  and  morals  of  the 
people.  Here,  sir,  in  the  unbounded  power 
and  patronage  of  the  federal  Executive! 
With  the  annual  expenditure  of  upwards 
of  thirty  millions — with  the  unlimited  dis- 
posal of  countless  offices  of  honor  and  emo- 
lument— with  a  whole  host  of  pensioners, 
dependent  on  the  bounty  of  the  Govern- 
ment— and,  above  all,  with  an  army  of 
presses,  thinking  only  as  he  thinks,  chang- 
ing as  he  changes,  and  devoted  to  his  ser- 
vice, right  or  wrong;  this  is  the  power  we 
should  area*!.  Sir,  this  is  the  power  which 
corrupts,  and  enslaves,  and  degrades  the 
country;  and,  instead  of  uniting  with  the 
Executive  to  crush  the  bank,  we  should 
rather  exert  all  our  energies  to  curtail  the 
monstrous  and  unlimited  power  of  the  Pre- 
sident himself;  a  power  which  not  only  con- 
trols the  press,  and  regulates  popular  elec- 
tions throughout  the  Union,  but  which  has 
actually  assumed  supremacy  over  the  States 
themselves;  and  makes' no  more  of  ordering 
and  directing  the  conduct  of  a  State,  than 
of  reforming  a  postmaster,  by  putting  an- 
other in  his  place! 

Such,  sir,  are  the  two  principal  reasons 
assigned  by  the  President  for  removing  the 
d  eposites :  and ,  admitting  for  argument  sake, 
that  he  had  a  right  to  remove  them;  I  now 
confidently  ask  this  House  are  they  satis- 
factory, or  can  they  justify  his  conduct? 
Did  he  not  veto  the  recharter  of  the  bank, 
and  had  not  the  bank  a  right  to  struggle  for 
its  life,  and  procure  another  recharter  if  it 
could?  Had  he  not  assailed  it  in  every  form 
and  mode  calculated  to  destroy  its  credit 
and  impair  its  usefulness?  And  had  it  not 
a  right  to  repel  his  assaults,  and  employ  a 
oortion  of  its  own  means  in  sustaining  its 
own  character  and  interest?  Would  if  not 
nave  been  wanting  to  itself— nay,  would  it 
not  have  been  treacherous  to  its  stockhold- 
ers, and  to  the  Government,  which  is  its 
largest  stockholder,  if  it  had  not  employed 
every  legitimate  weapon  by  which  it  could 
resist  his  power?  What,  sir!  was  it  treason 
against  him  to  act  on  the  defensive?  Was 
it  the  bounden  duty  of  the  bank  to  lie  down 
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quietly,  and  suffer  him  to  destroy  it?  Is  the' 
sedition  law  in  force;  or,  does  the  Execu- 
tive really  intend  to  act  upon  the  monstrous 
principle,  that  it  is  a  high  crime  and  misde- 
meanor to  criticise  his  conduct,  or  expose 
his  errors,  and  that  no  institution  shall  live 
except  it  be  subservient  to  him,  and  that  no 
press  shall  dare  to  speak  at  all,  except  it  be 
to  laud  and  adulate  himself?  But,  sir,  I 
have  done  with  his  reasons:  and  I  should 
apologize  to  the  House  for  having  noticed 
them  at  all,  were  it  not  that  they  actually 
constitute  the  causes — the  frivolous,  and 
worse  than  frivoLous  causes — from  which 
has  flowed  that  river  of  wo  and  desolation 
which  is  now  rushing  through  the  Union, 
involving  all  classes  and  interests  in  indis- 
criminate destruction ! 

And  now,  sir,  for  his  right.  What  right 
had  he  to  remove  the  deposites?  There  are 
several  grounds  on  which  he  predicates  his 
claim  of  right.  One  is,  that  as  the  bank  was 
not  to  be  rechartered,  it  was  not  only  his 
right,  but  his  duty,  to  remove  them.  But 
he  himself  has  told  us  that  the  power  of  the 
Secretary  over  the  deposites  was  unquali- 
fied: now,  if  the  power  of  the  Secretary  was 
unqualified  and  absolute,  how  could  it  have 
been  the  duty  of  the  President  to  remove 
them?  His  duty,  sir!  Who  made  it  his  duty? 
Was  it  made  so  by  the  Constitution,  or  the 
charter  of  the  bank?  No,  sir:  on  the  con- 
trary, I  shall  show,  before  I  resume  my  seat, 
that  he  has  grossly  violated  both:  and  as  to 
his  vaunting,  as  he  does,  that  he  never 
shrinks  from  the  respons.bility  of  perform- 
ing his  duty,  what  is  this  but  tantamount  to 
saying  that  he  will  do  as  he  pleases,  utterly 
regardless  of  the  consequences?    And  is 

becoming  in  a 


J*3 

No,  sir;  it 


language  like  this  proper  or  b 
limited  Executive  like  ours? 
may  become  the  lips  of  a  European  despot — 
it  may  be  the  appropriate  address  of  a  Rus- 
sian autocrat  to  his  serfs  and  vassals — but, 
I  trust  the  period  has  not  yet  come  when 
any  individual  in  this  country  may  trample 
at  nis  pleasure  on  the  Constitution  and  the 
laws,  and  then  tell  the  people,  for  their  con- 
solation, that  he  dares  to  do  it!  If  he  does 
not  shrink  from  committing  usurpation,  so 
neither  will  I  from  the  duty  of  making  a 
humble  effort  to  arrest  it;  and,  if  this  House 
is  only  true  to  itself,  and  to  the  rights  of  the 
people,  it  will  now  take  a  stand  in  relation 
to  this  matter,  which  will  effectually  deter 
all  future  Presidents  from  taking  measures 
of  their  own,  and  from  assuming  responsi- 
bilities utterly  unknown  to  the  Constitution 
and  the  laws. 

Again,  he  grounds  the  right  of  removing 
the  deposites  upon  the  new-fangled  doctrine 
of  supervision  and  direction.  Theargument 
is  this:  that,  as  the  President  appoints  ihe 
Secretary,  therefore  he  may  direct  him  as 
he  pleases,  no  matter  what  the  law  or  the 
Constitution  says;  and  the  Secretary  must 


either  obey  the  direction,  or  be  dismissed 
from  office.  It  is  needless  to  expose  the  fal- 
lacy or  the  despotism  of  this  monstrous  doc- 
trine. Its  best  refutation  is  the  degrading 
effect  it  has  already  produced  on  the  diffe- 
rent Departments  of  the  Government.  The 
Constitution  intended  them  as  aids  to  the 
President  and  Congress,  and  sources  of 
light  and  correct  information  to  the  people. 
But  the  doctrine  now  set  up  totally  reverses 
the  Constitution  in  this  particular,  and  has 
necessarily  destroyed  the  public  confidence 
in  documents  or  opinions  proceeding  from 
the  departments.  The  President  does  not 
ask  the  opinion  of  a  Secretary  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enlightening  his  own  mind,  or  as- 
sisting his  own  judgment,  which  is  what  the 
Constitution  means  when  it  says  that  he 
may,  whenever  he  deems  it  necessary,  re- 
quire.the  opinions  of  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments; but,  he  forms  his  own  opinion,  and 
takes  his  own  course,  firsthand  then  directs 
a  Secretary  either  to  sustain  it  by  an  argu- 
ment, or  vacate  his  place.  Sir,  I  protest 
against  this  doctrine.  It  is  the  very  essence 
ot  despotism.  It  is  a  gross  and  degrading 
perversion  of  the  power  of  appointment;  and, 
until  I  can  agree  that  the  perversion  of  one 

fower  can  confer  a  right  to  exercise  another, 
can  never  agree  that  this  assumed  power 
of  direction,  which  degrades  the  Depart- 
ments into  mere  automata,  conferred  a  right 
upon  the  President  to  remove  the  deposites. 
No,  sir;  one  wrong  can  never  authorize  an- 
other: nor  can  an  abuse  of  the  power  of  re- 
moval from  office,  justify  an  assumption  of 
the  peculiar  and  exclusive  power  of  the  Le- 
gislature.!   *  ' 

But,  there  is  another  claim  of  right,  still 
more  extraordinary  yet;  and  that  is,  that 
Congress  had  surrendered  to  the  Executive 
all  power  over  the  deposites;  and,  therefore, 
unless  he  removed  them,  they  could  not  be 
removed  at  all.  Now  is  not  this  a  mockei  y ! 
Is  it  not  intolerable  that  he  should  not  only 
usurp  the  power  of  Congress,  but  even  tell 
us,  as  he  does,  that  he  really  regrets  that 
it  has  been  surrendered  to  him;   that  he 
would  have  rejoiced  if  Congress  had  re- 
served it  to  themselves;  perhaps  it  was  an 
oversight;  but.  as  they  had  given  him  the 
power,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  use  it,  how- 
ever painful  and  unpleasant  to  his  feeling:- . 
Is  not  this  the  very  essence  of  irony  ant 
ridicule?  Can  any  thing  be  conceived  moi  < 
contemptuous  from  an  Executive  to  a  Legis- 
lature?   Is  it  not  exactly  a-kin  to  aiioi lies 
passage  in  his  manifesto,  in  which  he  cc 
gratulates  the  people  upon  his  havir 
stroyed  the  monster:  and  then  aoV  ■ 
them,  most  paternally,  never  tgv  sv*c\ 
a  power  over  the  currency,  or.^  cot^v  V 
over  popular  opinion,  as  the'0  oas.es-e-. 
upon  the  Executive;  beo^-^^oo^i  ) 
might  be  exceedingly  dae*     ^A  \^. 
to  De  abused!     Surrender    j^m,  svV 
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When  and  where  was  this  power  surren- 
dered to  him?  Is  there  any  act  authorizing 
him  to  remove  the  deposites?  Is  there  any 
act  authorizing  him  to  place  the  public 
funds  in  local  banks;  or  to  make  contracts 
with  those  banks;  or  to  transfer  them,  at  his 
pleasure,  from  those  banks  to  others?  No, 
sir;  there  is  no  such  law.  The  power  of 
Congress  over  the  public  funds  neither  has 
been  nor  can  be  surrendered.  Legislative 
power  is  incapable  of  delegation.  Congress 
could  not  haye  transferred  their  power  to 
'  the  President  without  a  direct  violation  of 
the  Constitution,  and  a  most  shameful  de- 
reliction of  their  own  rights  and  duty.  But 
they  neither  did,  nor  did  they  design  to 
abandon  this  great  power  to  the  President. 
On  the  contrary,  they  expressly  withheld  it 
from  him.  According  to  the  charter  of  the 
bank,  the  deposites  of  the  public  money 
were  pledged  to  that  institution  during  the 
continuance  of  its  charter,  unless  otherwise 
directed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury; 
and  this  authority  to  transfer  them  was 
given  to  the  Secretary,  not  only  because  he 
is-  the  financial  officer  of  Congress,  and  it 
was  therefore  appropriately  confided  to  his 
department;  but,  for  the  express  purpose  of 
preventing  any  control  or  interference  by 
the  President.  It  would  indeed  have  been 
an  anomaly  if  the  Federal  Legislature  had 
designedly  surrendered  to  the  Executive  its 
most  important  power;  that  power  which 
includes  all  others,  the  moneyed  power  of 
the  Government:  and  it  Avould  have  been 
equally  strange,  to  say  the  least,  if  they  had 
done  this  unknowingly  and  unintentionally, 
in  an  act  of  which  the  very  object  was  to 
keep  it  from  him  and  reserve  it  to  them- 
selves. No,  sir:  the  treasury  power  resides 
in  Congress;  the  President,  without  a  sha- 
dow of  authority,  has  seized  it  for  himself; 
and,  whether  he  shall  be  allowed  to  retain, 
or  compelled  to  restore  it,  is  now  the  great 
question  which  the  States  and  the  people 
must  determine. 

There  is  one  other  ground  well  worthy  of 
remark,  and  which,  in  fact,  surpasses  the 
preceding  both  in  fallacy  and  boldness.  It 
is  this:  that  the  charter  of  the  bank  is  a 
contract  binding  upon  Congres;  implying, 
of  course,  that  as  Congress  could  not  vio- 
late it  by  removing  the  deposites,  it  was  ne- 
cessary that  he  should  do  it  for  the  public 
good.  It  is  true,  sir,  the  charter  is  a  con- 
tract binding  upon  Congress. '  It  is  one  by 
which  the  public  faith  was  pledged  to  the 
bank  that  the  public  deposites  should  re- 
main therein  until  the  expiration  of  its 
^charter,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  for  sound 
financial  reasons,  by  the  financial  officer  of 
Congress.  It  is  one,  for  the  benefit  of 
which  the  bank  paid  and  the  Government 
received  the  valuable  consideration  of  a 
Tiillion  and  a  half  of  dollars.    The.  right  of 

e  bank,  then,  to  the  use  of  the  deposites, 


was  a  regularly  legal  and  vested  right,  of 
which  it  could  not  be  deprived  by  Congress 
without  the  perpetration  of  gross  injustice; 
nor  could  it  be  legally  deprived  of  it  at  all, 
except  by  the  decision  of  a  competent  ju- 
dicial tribunal,  and  for  some  such  miscon- 
duct or  criminality  on  its  part  as  would 
have  amounted  to  a  forfeiture  of  its  charter. 
But  who  v/ill  pretend  that  any  or  all  of  the 
charges  alleged  against  the  bank  constitute 
acts,  or  any  thing  like  them,  for  which  its 
charter  could  justly  have  been  forfeited? 
The  idea  is  preposterous;  no  man  of  candor 
will  pretend  it.  But  is  it  not  most  extra- 
ordinary that,  while  the  President  dis- 
tinctly recognizes  the  binding  obligation 
of  this  contract  upon  Congress,  he  him- 
self should  have  violated  it;  and  viola- 
ted it,  upon  the  very  ground,  too, 
that  it  could  not  be  violated  by  the  Legis- 
lative department  of  the  Government.  If 
it  was  binding  upon  the  Legislature,  who 
made  the  law,  was  it  not  equally  binding 
upon  the  Executive,  whose  duty  it  is  to 
execute  the  laws,  and  at  all  events  not  to 
break  the  laws?  What,  in  fact,  are  all  the 
grounds  upon  which  he  claims  the  right  to 
dispose  of  the  Treasury  as  he  pleases,  but 
so  many  grounds  upon  which  he  claims  the 
right  to  disregard  Jaws,  trample  upon  char- 
ters, and  usurp  legislative  power  a  this 
pleasure?  And  here:  let  me  ask,  was  this 
question  so  plain  ana  simple,  so  free  from 
all  objections  of  every  character  whatever, 
that  he  could  not  have  postponed  the  trans- 
fer for  two  poor  months  longer,  and  sub- 
mitted its  propriety  to  the  judgment  of  the 
Legislature!  Could  he  not  have  conde- 
scended to  have  consulted  Congress  be- 
fore he  took  a  step  involving  such  impor- 
tant principles  and  such  ap(. ailing  conse- 
quences? He  wait  two  months  longer!  He 
condescend  to  consult  the  Congress!  Why, 
the  vefy  object  of  his  acting  at  the  time  he 
did,  was  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  counteract  his  measures!  He  re- 
moved the  deposites  in  October,  for  the 
very  purpose  of  defeating  their  restoration 
now;  and  committed  a  usurpation  of  the 
power  of  Congress  then,  that  he  might  now, 
by  an  abuse  of  the  veto  power,  if  necessary, 
virtually  commit  another  and  a  still  greater 
usurpation,  by  defeating  any  effort  of  the 
Legislature  to  resume  its  rightful  authority 
over  the  public  .purse,  and  to  remedy  the 
evils  which  he  has  brought  upon  the  coun- 
try. Thus  he  usurps  one  power,  and  then 
abuses  another}  that  he  might  retain  pos- 
session of  the  first!  And  yet,  the  honor- 
able member  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise,) 
has  argued  that  the  House  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  President  in  relation  to  this 
matter;  that  he  is  coram  non  judicc;  and 
that  in  discussing  this  subject  in  reference 
to  him,  we  are  travelling  beyond  the  record, 
and  deciding  upon  points  not  properly  be- 
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fore  us.  Sir,  with  all  proper  deference  to 
that  gentleman,  I  differ  most  decidedly  up- 
on this  point.  The  President  is  before  us 
in  relation  to  this  matter.  Aye,  sir,  and 
not  only  before  us,  but  around  us  and  about 
us,  above  us  and  upon  us.  There  is  no 
possible  aspect  in  which  it  can  be  viewed, 
in  which  it  is  not  manifest  that  he  removed 
the  deposites,  that  he  has  taken  possession 
of  the  public  purse,  and  that  he  has  deter- 
mined to  retain  it.  If  the  act  had  been 
really  and  indisputably  the  act  of  the  pre- 
sent Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whatever 
I  may  have  thought  of  the  insufficiency  of 
his  reasons,  I  would  not  have  troubled  the 
House  with  a  word  upon  the  subject.  But 
the  act  is  not  his;  it  is  the  President  who 
has  done  it;  and  therefore  it  is  that  I  have 
felt  it  my  duty  to  the  Constitution  and  the 
people  to  raise  my  voice  against  it,  humble 
and  feeble  as  it  may  be. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  I  have  now  shown,  con- 
clusively, that  the  President  has  assigned 
no  valid  reason,  nor  even  a  shadow  of  right- 
ful authority  for  transferring  the  deposites 
from  the  national  to  the  local  banks.  But 
there  are  other  points  of  view  in  which  this 
will  be  made  still  more  apparent.  And 
this  brings  me  to  the  question — 

What  is  the  true  character  of  this  pro- 
ceeding? And  here  I  have  no  hesitation  to 
say  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  a  palpable  and 
most  dangerous  infraction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. According  to  that  instrument,  "  no 
money  can  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury 
except  in  consequence  of  appropriations 
made  by  law!''  The  President,  however, 
has  diverted  the  whole  revenue  of  the  coun- 
try from  a  particular  depository  to  which  it 
had  been  assigned  by  Congress,  and  trans- 
ferred it  to  a  variety  of  others  selected  by 
himself.    Is  there  any  law  authorizing  this 

Erocedure,  or  that  placed  the  revenue  at 
is  disposal?  No,  sir!  It  is  not  even  pre- 
tended that  there  is.  Is  it  not  evident,  then, 
that  in  acting  as  he  has  done,  he  has  exer- 
cised a  power  which  belongs  exclusively 
and  appropriately  to  the  legislative  depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  and  thus  out- 
raged both  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of  that 
provision  of  the  Constitution  to  which  I 
nave  just  adverted ! 

I  maintain,  also,  that  it  is  a  direct  viola- 
tion of  the  public  faith,  and  of  the  charter 
of  the  bank !  But  as  I  have  already  touch- 
ed upon  this  point,  I  shall  only  now  remind 
the  House  that  the  charter  is  admitted  up- 
on all  hands  to  be  a  contract  obligatory  on 
the  Government;  and  that,  according  to 
that  contract,  it  is  expressly  stipulated  that 
the  public  revenue  shall  be  deposited  in  the 
bank,  until  the  expiration  of  its  charier, 
unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  Now,  sir,  had  the  char- 
ter of  the  bank  expired?  Unquestionably 
not,  because  even  at  this  moment  it  has  still 


upwards  of  three  years  longer  to  continue ! 
Were  the  deposites  taken  from  the  bank 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury?  No. 
sir;  for  it  has  been  not  only  demonstateu 
to  the  House,  but  unequivocally  admitted 
by  the  Executive  himself,  that  the  measure 
is  his  oivn;  and  the  measure  then,  being 
his,  -as  he  himself  proclaims  it  to  be,  I  now 
confidently  ask  this  House — Is  it  not  a  vio- 
lation of  the  public  faith  which  pledged  the 
public  moneys  to  the  bank  until  the  ter- 
mination of  its  charter?  and  is  it  not  a  vio- 
lation of  the  charter,  which  had  nearly  four 
years  to  run,  when  the  public  moneys  were 
taken  from  it?  Sir,  I  shall  say  nothing  fur- 
ther upon  these  points.  They  are  too  self- 
evident  to  require  illustration,  or  even  to 
admit  of  argument. 

I  maintain,  again,  that  it  is  a  gross  per- 
version of  the  power  of  appointment  to, 
and  removal  from,  office — a  gross  abuse  of 
one  power,  not  given  by  the  Constitution, 
but  only  permitted  by  custom  or  sanction- 
ed by  necessity,  for  the  purpose  of  clutch- 
ing another,  in  utter  defiance  of  all  law  and 
Constitution.  It  has  been  repeatedly  con- 
tended, in  justification  of  tne  President, 
that  he  has  unlimited  authority  to  appoint 
and  remove  all  federal  officers  at  his  own 
pleasure  and  discretion.  There  is  no  doubt 
whatever  that  he  does  it,  and,  unfortunate- 
ly, the  Senate  and  the  country  have  sub- 
mitted to  it.  But  notwithstanding  that,  I 
protest  against  the  doctrine;  and  I  am  hap- 
py to  perceive  that  resolutions,  in  relation 
to  this  very  matter,  have  been  introduced 
into  the  Senate,  which,  if  adopted  by  that 
body,  will  cause  it  to  be  regulated  hereafter 
more  in  accordance  with  the  letter  of  the 
Constitution,  and  certainly  more  in  unison 
with  the  principles  of  justice,  and  the  true 
spirit  of  our  Government. 

The  Constitution  says:  "  The  President 
shall  nominate,  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint,  ambassa- 
dors, judges,  and  all  other  officers,  whose 
appointments  are  not  herein  otherwise 
provided  for.''  Here,  then,  it  is  manifest, 
that  the  right  to  nominate  is  the  only  part 
of  this  power  given  exclusively  to  the  Pre- 
sident. He  cannot  appoint  without  the  con- 
currence and  approbation  of  the  Senate. 
The  power  of  appointment,  then,  is  not 
only  divided  between  the  Senate  and  him 
self,  but,  in  fact,  resides  essentially  in  the 
Senate  itself,  seeing  that  though  he  may 
nominate  whom  he  pleases,  he  can  make 
no  appointment  without  their  approbation. 
The  Senate  may  reject  all  his  nominations, 
but  he  can  make  no  appointment  without 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  The  power 
of  appointment,  then,  is  not  only  virtually, 
but  really,  in  the  Senate;  and  was  unques- 
tionably intended  to  be  so  by  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution,  although,  like  all  other 
powers,  it  has  been  swallowed  up  in  the 
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vortex  of  Executive  assumption!  Again, 
the  Constitution  says:  "  The  President 
shall  have  power  to  fill  all  vacancies  that 
may  happen  during  the  recess  of  me  Se- 
nate, by  granting  commissions  which  shall 
expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  session." 
He  may  till  all  vacancies  that  may  happen 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate!  Now, 
unless  a  thing  done  on  purpose  is  an  acci- 
dent, or  a  man  forcibly  turned  out  of  office 
may  be  said  to  have  resigned  it,  or  a  vacan- 
cy expressly  made  by  the  strong  arm  of 
power  may  be  said  to  have  happened,. ac- 
cording to  the  common  signification  of  these 
terms  and  phrases,  it  wdl  be  no  difficult 
matter  to  prove  that  the  President  has  di- 
rectly and  repeatedly  violated  both  these 
provisions  of  the  Constitution,  for  the  double 
purpose  of  wreaking  his  vengeance  on  the 
United  States'  Bank,  and  obtaining  posses- 
sion of  the  public  purse.  Let  us  look  at 
his  conduct,  then,  as  regards  these  two 
clauses,  and  in  connexion  with  the  subject 
before  us.  What  was  it  sir?  Why,  sir,  it 
is  well  known  that  when  the  removal  of 
the  deposites  was  first  in  agitation,  the  pre 
sent  Secretary  of  State  (Mr.  McLane)  was 
then  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. It  was  soon  understood  or  ascer- 
tained, however,  that  he  was  averse  to  the 
contemplated  measure.  What  was  the  con- 
sequence? Why,  the  then  Secretary  of  State 
(Mr.  Livingston)  was  appointed  ambassa- 
dor to  France,  and  the  then  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  promoted  to  the  State 
Department.  The  vacancy  thus  created 
in  the  Treasury  Department  was  then  fill- 
ed by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Duane,  who 
wa*  scarcely  appointed,  however,  before 
he  was  removed;  and  the  vacancy  thus 
again  created  in  that  department  was  sup- 
plied by  the  appointment  of  the  present 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  was  then 
Attorney  General;  and  the  vacancy  thus 
again  created  in  the  office  of.  Attorney  Ge- 
neral was  filled  by  the  appointment  of  the 
fentleman  who  now  holds  that  office. — 
lere,  then,  we  have  no  fewer  than  five 
appointments  and  removals,  in  about  as 
many  months,  to  and  from  the  very  highest 
offices  under  the  Federal  Government ! 
Were  the  individuals  appointed,  nominated 
to  the  Senate?  No;  not  one  of  them!  Did 
the  President  make  all  those  high  appoint- 
ments with  the  consent  and  concurrence 
of  the  Senate,  who  are  his  constitutional 
advisers?  No;  not  one  of  them.  Were 
those  appointments  made  for  the  purpose 
of  filling  vacancies  which  had  happened, 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  Constitution?  No;  not  a  single  va- 
cancy happened  by  death  or  resignation. 
They  were  all  created  by  the  President 
himself,  either  by  the  transfer  of  an  in- 
cumbent from  one  office  to  another,  or  by 
is  total  dismission  from  the  public  service. 


Are  hot  all  these  appointments  and  remo- 
vals, then,  gross  violations  of  both  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution  to  which  I  have 
just  referred?  What  was  the  object  of  re- 
quiring nominations  to  the  Senate,  and  the 
concurrence  of  that  body  in  appointments? 
Was  it  not  for  the  very  purposse  of  pre- 
venting capricious  and  arbitrary  removals 
by  the  President?  Was  it  not  for  the  very 
purpose  of  limiting  his  power,  and  prevent- 
ing him  from  elevating  individuals,  whom 
neither  the  Senate  nor  the  people  might 
approve?  And  has  he  not  broken  down  these 
barriers,  and  disregarded,  at  once,  the  in- 
junctions of  the  Constitution,  and  the  equal 
rights  and  authority  of  the  Senate?  Is  not 
this  particularly  the  case  in  relation  to  the 
late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Duane) 
who  was  dismissed,  not  for  not  doing  his 
duty ?  but  for  doing  it  too  well;  not  for  not 
obeying  the  laws  in  the  execution  of  his 
functions,  but  for  his  independent  and 
highly  honorable  conduct  in  refusing  to 
submit  his  judgment  of  his  own  duties  and 
obligations  to  the  arbitrary  dictation  of  the 
President?  Sir,  I  admit,  as  a  general  rule, 
that  as  the  President  is  responsible  for  the 
negotiations  carried  on  with  foreign  Go- 
vernments, and  for  the  general  policy  pur- 
sued by  the  Administration,  he  would  be 
perfectly  justifiable  in  recalling  a  minister 
who  differed  politically  from  him,  and  in  re- 
moving any  executive  officer  against  whom 
the  same  allegation  might  be  justly  made. 
But  none  of  these  reasons  apply  to  the  case 
of  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He 
was  neither  personally  nor  politically  hos- 
tile to  the  President,  or  most  assuredly  he 
would  never  have  been  appointed.  He 
was  not  an  executive  officer,  and  therefore 
no  liability  for  his  conduct  devolved  upon 
the  President.  He  was  not  responsible  to 
the  President,  but,  on  the  contrary,  being 
peculiarly  and  emphatically  a?i  officer  of 
Congress,  he  was  exclusively  amenable  to 
it  for  the  management  and  disposal  of  the 
public  funds. 

All  this  is  manifest  from  the  peculiar  con- 
struction of  his  office,  from  the  very  obvi- 
ous distinction  between  it  and  the  other  de- 
partments of  the  Government,  and  from  the 
very  nature  of  his  duties.  In  the  acts  of 
Congress  establishing  the  Department  of 
foreign  affairs  and  of  war,  they  are  dis- 
tinctly styled  "Executive  Departments," 
and  the  officers  holding  them  are  required 
to  obey  the  orders  of  the  President  in  re- 
ference to  all  matters  connected  with  their 
offices  respectively.  These  acts  were  pas- 
sed, the  first  in  July,  and  the  second  in  Au- 
gust, of  the  year  '89,  and  they  were  passed 
by  the  first  Congress  which  assembled 
under  the  present  Constitution.  But  in  the 
act  relating  to  the  Treasury  it  is  simply  en- 
titled the  Treasury  Department,  and  the 
officer  holding  it,  instead  of  being  required 
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to  obey  the  orders  of  the  President,  like  the 
Secretaries  of  State  and  War.  was  render- 
ed responsible  to  Congress  alone,  and  re- 
quired to  report  to  it  touching  the  execution 
of  his  functions.  Nor  was  this  distinction 
accidental;  on  the  contrary  it  appears  to 
have  been  deliberately  and  designedly 
made,  and  may  well  be  regarded  as  a  kind 
of  constitutional  exposition  by  the  first  Con- 
gress, (many  of  whom  had  been  members 
of  the  federal  convention)  of  the  true  spirit 
and  character  of  our  Government.  In  the 
bill  relating  to  the  Treasury,  it  was  original- 
ly proposed  to  make  it,  and  to  call  it,  like 
the  others,  an  "  Executive  Department," 
responsible  to  the  President.  But  after 
long  and  elaborate   discussion  the  words 


funds.  It  is  a  power  which,  as  I  have  said 
already,  they  could  not  have  surrendered 
to  the  President  without  a  gross  violation  of 
the  Constitution,  and  a  most  shameful  de- 
reliction of  their  own  rights  and  duties: 
But  they  never  designed  or  desired  to  do 
so.  They  saw  very  clearly  that  he  had  too 
much  power  already,  and  they  were  natur- 
ally jealous  of  increasing  it.  Invested  with 
the  supreme  command  of  the  army  and  na- 
vy, and  with  an  almost  unlimited  disposal 
of  public  offices  and  honors,  what  could  he 
want  to  render  him  absolute  but  a  similar 
command  of  the  public  purse?  Give  him 
that,  and  having  then  all  power  in  his  hands 
he  might  well  indeed  be  called  the  "  Go- 
vernment."   But  I  have  shown  that  they 


Executive  Department"  were    stricken  not  only  never  conferred  such  power  upon 


from  the  title  of  the  bill,  and  it  was  simply 
established  as  the  Treasury  Department. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  in  no  way 
subjected  to  the  orders  of  the  President 


He  is  not  accountable  to  him  for  the  per-  entrusted  with  the  public  funds,  andisdis 


him,  but  expressly  withheld  it  from  him, 
bothin  the  act  establishing  the  Treasury  and 
in  the  charter  of  the  bank.  In  both  those 
acts  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  alone 


formance  of  his  functions,  nor  is  the  name 
of  the  President  even  mentioned  in  the  act. 
It  appears  then  that  it  was  the  deliberate 
design  of  Congress,  not  cnly  not  to  subject 
the  Treasury  to  the  orders  of  the  President 
but  to '  make  it  essentially  and  completely 
independent  of  him;  and  this  is  not  only 
abundantly  evident  from  the  discussion  in 
the  Congress  of '89  relating  to  this  subject. 
but  also  from  the  fact  that  in  the  act  estab- 
lishing the  Navy  Department,  which  was 
not  passed  until  '98,  that  department  is  cal- 
led, like  those  of  foreign  affairs,  and  of  war, 
an  "Executive  Department,"  and  like  them 
is  also  rendered  subject  to  the  orders  of  the 
President.  And  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
distinction  thus  made  oetween  the  Treasury 


tinctly  required  to  account,  not  to  the  Pre- 
sident, but  to  Congress,  for  his  disposal  of 
them.  And  yet  the  President  dismissed 
the  late  incumbent  of  that  office,  simply 
because  he  would  not  obey  his  orders,  and 
act  counter  to  his  own  convictions  of  his 
duty.  And  I  now  put  it  to  the  candour  of 
this  House  to  say,  whether  it  was  not  a 
most  gross  and 'indefensible  abuse  of  the 
power  of  removal,  thus  to  dismiss  an  officer 
for  not  obeying  him  in  a  matter  in  which  he 
could  not  have  obeyed  him  consistently 
with  his  own  judgment  and  conscience,  and 
without  violating  his  duty  as  an  officer  of 
Congress? 

I  contend,  also,  that  he  has  contemned 
the  opinion  of  this  House,  as  expressed  by 


and  the  other  departments  was  perfectly  their  vote  at  the  last  session,  in  relation 
proper  and  judicious.  It  showed  the  regard  ( to  the  bank.  It  is  well  known  that,  du- 
wtoch  was  felt  by  our  ancestors  for  the  pub-,  ring  that  session,  an  investigation  was 
lie  liberty,  and  the  jealousy  and  apprehen-j  instituted  into  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  at 
sion  they  justly  entertained  of  Executive  the  suggestion  of  the  President  himself; 
power.  As  the  President  is  entrusted  with  i  and  such  was  the  impression  produced  up- 
the  transaction  of  our  foreign  affairs,  and  is!  on  the  House  by  the  result  of  that  investi- 
also  constituted  the  Commander  in  Chief! gation,  that  they  adopted  a  resolution,  by  a 


of  the  army  and  navy,  it  was  but  right  and 
proper  that  he  should  be  made  the  super- 
visor and  controller  of  those  departments  of 
the  Government.  But  the  same  Constitu- 
tion which  conferred  those  powers  upon 
him,  also  confided  to  the  Legislature  exclu- 
sive power  over  the  federal  treasurv.  Con- 
gress alone  has  power  "  to  lay  and  collect 
taxes"  and  to  dispose  of  them  when  collect- 
ed. "  All  revenue  bills  shall  originate  in 
the  House  of  Representatives."  l^No  mo- 
ney shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  but 
in  consequence  of  appropriations  mane  by 
law."  This  is  the  language  of  the  Consti- 
tution. It  is,  then,  not  only  the  exclusive 
right,  but  the  Solemn  and  peculiar  duty  of 
Congress,  to  take  charge  of  the  Treasury, 
and  to  regulate  the  disposal  of  the  public 


very  large  majority,  declaring  their  un- 
shaken confidence  in  the  bank  as  a  safe  de- 
pository of  the  public  funds.  The  bank, 
then,  was  perfectly  safe,  at  that  time,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  House.  Has  any  thing 
occurred,  since  that  period,  to  render  it  un- 
safe, or  the  change  of  the  deposites  neces- 
sary? The  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
whose  exclusive  right  it  was  to  judge  and 
act  upon  this  subject,  was  distinctly  of 
opinion  that  nothing  had  occurred,  and 
therefore  refused  to  remove  them-even  at  the 
penalty  of  dismission  from  his  office.  The 
President  himself,  however,  has  undertaken 
to  remove  them,  in  opposition  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Secretary,  and  the  recorded 
opinion  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
And  now  I  submit  to  this  House,  whether, 
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by  acting  as  he  has  done,  he  has  not  equal- 
ly and  manifestly  usurped  its  power,  and 
despised  its  judgment?  •  ' 

And  now,  sir,  let  me  ask,  what  have  been 
the  consequences  of  this  most  extraordinary 
act?  and  what  is  our  duty  in  the  application 
of  a  remedy?  Has  any  evil  been  averted 
from  the  Government  or  country?  No  sir; 
no  evil  existed  or  was  feared;  none  has  been 
arrested  or  prevented.  Has  any  good  been 
produced  to  the  Government  or  country? 
Any  good,  sir?  Ask  the  present  unparal- 
leled confusion  of  affairs;  ask  the  cries  and 
supplications  of  a  suffering  community,  and 
they  will  tell  you  what  good  has  been  pro- 
duced? But  who  will  deny  the  evils  that 
have  followed?  Putting  aside  the  violat  on 
of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws,  (evils 
which  can  neither  be  calculated  nor  ex- 
pressed,) is  it  not  demonstrable  that  the  de- 
posites must  be  more  unsafe  in  the  local 
banks  than  they  possibly  could  be  in  the 
United  States'  Bank;  and  is  not  that  an 
evil?  Are  they  not  now  in  the  custody  of 
banks,  of  whose  characters  and  capitals  we 
are  entirely  ignorant,  and  which  may  be- 
come insolvent  as  hundreds  of  others  have 
done;  and  is  not  that  evil.  Is  not  the  Pre- 
sident at  liberty  to  remove  the  deposites 
from  one  set  of  banks  to  another,  at  his  own 
discretion  or  caprice,  thus  elevating  some 
and  depressing  others,  and  creating  con- 
tinual excitement  and  alarm  in  the  com- 
mercial community;  and  is  not  that  an  evil? 
Has  he  not  injured  the  Government,  which 
is  the  largest  stockholder  in  the  United 
States'  Bank,  by  transferring  the  public 
moneys  from  it  to  other  banks,  and  thus 
giving  (hem  a  decided  advantage  over  the 
very  bank  upon  which  the  Government  de  - 
pends  for  a  considerable  portion  of  its  reve- 
nue? Has  he  not  violated  State  laws,  by 
which  the  capitals  of  the  State  banks  are 
limited  to  certain  amounts,  by  doubling  and 
more  than  doubling  their  capitals;  and  can 
he  not,  at  any  moment,  whilst  they  are  ac- 
tually trading  on  this  double  capital,  re 
duce  them  to  the  very  verge  of  bankruptcy, 
by  suddenly  withdrawing  the  deposites? 
Has  he  not  thus  violated  the  charter  of  the 
National  Bank,  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
charters  of  the  local  banks  on  the  other; 
and  may  he  not,  at  any  time  he  pleases, 
treat  the  selected  banks  as  he  has  done  the 
United  States'  Bank,  by  removing  the  de- 
posites from  them,  and  involving  them  in 
utter  confusion  and  embarrassment?  Is  it 
not  highly  probable  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  existing  pressure,  the  importations  of 
foreign  commodities  will  be  exceedingly 
diminished  during  the  present  year,  and,  of 
course,  that  the  revenue  of  the  Government 
will  be  proportionably  reduced?  And  are 
these  no  evds?  And  is  it  not  a  fact  that  the 
whole  country  is  now  involved — but,  sir, 
I  have  9aid  so  much  already  of  the  distresses 


of  the  country,  that  I  will  only  now  say> 
that,  appalling  and  afflicting  as  these  pecu- 
niary distresses  are,  there  are  political  evils 
resulting  from  this  measure,  much  more  to 
be  deprecated  and  avoided.  I  could  bear  to 
learn  that  my  country  is  distressed,  but  I 
cannot  bear  to  think  that  it  is  degraded  and 
enslaved!  Were  we  called  upon  to  suffer 
for  any  just,  or  patriotic,  or  honorable  cause, 
it  would  be  our  duty  to  suffer,  and  any  and 
every  privation  would  be  borne  with  cheer- 
fulness. But,  sir,  are  we  called  upon  to 
suffer/or  our  country — to  sustain  its  credit 
— to  maintain  its  honor — to  repel  a  foreign 
foe,  or  to  preserve  our  own  rights  and  liber- 
ties? No  sir:  nothing  of  this  kind  is  in- 
volved in  this  measure— no  such  appeal  is. 
or  can  be  made  to  Americans  to  sustain  it! 
We  are  called  upon  to  sustain  it  for  no  other 
reason  under  heaven,  than  that  the  Presi- 
dent has  done  it!  We  are  called  upon  to 
suffer,  in  every  way  in  which  men  can  suffer, 
that  he  may  triumph  over  Congress  and  the 
Constitution  and  the  bank,  and  become  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  a  despot!  Aye, 
sir,  and  not  only  that  he  may  triumph  in 
his  present  contest  with  the  Constitut'on, 
but  that  he  may  go  on  and  commit  other 
usurpations,  which  he  has  already  avowed 
his  determination  to  commit — such  as,  for 
instance,  to  establish  a  treasury  bank, 
(which  will  make  him  more  than  a  monarch 
in  influence  and  power)  or  to  make  this  a 
hard  money  Government  (who  gave  him 
authority  to  make  it  so)  to  establish  a 
metallic  medium  of  circulation — (who  gave 
him  authority  to  establish  it?)  to  stop 
the  circulation  of  all  notes  under  ten 
dollars,  (who  gave  him  a  right  to  stop 
them  ?)  by  prohibiting  the  bills  of  any  banks 
from  being  taken  in  payment  of  the  public 
dues,  which  may  issue  notes  of  a  smaller 
amount;  (who  gave  him  a  right  to  jjssue 
such  a  prohibition?)  and,  after  that,  to  stop 
the  circulation  of  all  notes  of  a  smaller  de- 
nomination than  twenty  dollars!  Now  I 
say  nothing  as  to  the  expediency  or  inex-# 
pediency  of  any  of  these  measures,  nor 
shall  I  discuss  the  question  whether  the 
Constitution  did  or  did  not  intend  this  to 
be  a  hard  money  Government;  but  I  ask, 
again  and  again,  where  does  the  President 
get  authority  to  control  the  banks,  to  regu- 
late the  currency,  to  determine  in  what  or 
by  whom  the  public  dues  shall  be  paid,  and 
in  short,  to  abolish  the  Constitution  and  to 
revolutionize  the  Government?  But  this 
is  not  all.  Not  only  are  these  measures  in 
contemplation  by  the  President,  but  can 
there  be  a  doubt  that  the  system  now  adop- 
ted will  and  must  be  attended  with  the 
most  pernicious  consequences?  Are  not 
the  selected  banks  totally  dependant  on 
the  favor  of  the  administration?  Does  not 
the  President  hold  their  fortunes  in  his 
hands,  and  will  he  not  use  them  for  his 
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purposes?  Will  they  not  necessarily  be- 
come his  instruments — an  organized  corps 
of  political  machines,  obedient  to  his  bid- 
ding, and  always*  ready  to  sustain  him, 
right  or  wrong?  Will  he  not  thus  wield, 
for  political  purposes,  the  tremendous  in- 
fluence of  a  whole  host  of  moneyed  institu- 
tions? And  will  not  their  influence,  added 
to.  the  still  greater  power  and  patronage  of 
the  Executive  himself,  render  him  abso- 
lutely irresistible  in  his  control  over  popular 
action  and- opinion?  Now,  then,  it  is  that 
public  liberty  is  in  danger!  Now  it  is  that 
every  lover  of  his  country  should  raise  his 
voice!  If  his  present  conduct  is  submitted 
to,  he  will  assuredly  go  on  adopting  other 
measures  as  his  own,  and  there  will  be  no 
limit  whatever  to  his  assumptions  of  au- 
thority. Yes,  sir,  if  these  assumptions  are 
sanctioned  by  this  House,  then  the  Presi- 
dent will  be  authorized  by  this  House  itself 
to  usurp  any  and  every  other  power  that 
he  pleases.  Farewell,  then,  a  long  fare- 
well to  all  constitutional  restraint  and  le- 
gislative power. 

The  Executive  will  possess  all  power, 
and  this  House  will  become  a  mere  record- 
ing body,  to  register  the  edicts,  and  to  exe- 
cute the  pleasure  of  an  absolute  despot,  and 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  will  be 
gone  for  ever!  But  I  will  not  despair.  I 
still  hope  for  the  best.  I  still  hope  and  trust 
that  in  this  great  contest  between  liberty 
and  power,  the  spirit  of  our  free  institutions 
will  yet  prevail;  and  that,  while  the  nations 
of  Europe  are  roused  and  stimulated  by  the 
example  of  this  country,  to  generous  and 
heroic  struggles  for  the  rights  Of  man,  we 
shall  not  show,  by  the  issue  of  this  question, 
that  liberty  is  delusive,  that  the  capacity  of 
man  for  self-government  is  nonsense,  that 
a  republican  Constitution  is  a  farce,  and 
that  all,  all,  have  been  sacrificed,  to  gratify 
the  ambition  and  exalt  the  power  of  a  single 
man?  Sir,  the  subject  before  us  involves 
others  of  infinitely  greater  magnitude  and 
importance  than  itself?  We  are  now  called 
upon  to  determine,  not  merely  whether  the 
deposites  shall  be  restored  or  not,  but  whe- 
ther we  really  live  in  afree  republic  or  under 
a  monarchy  in  disguise.  Whether  the  Con- 
stitution is  really  dead  and  buried,  or  has 
still  sufficient  vigor  to  regulate  and  har- 
monize the  action  of  the  Government. 
Whether  it  is  still  the  peculiar  province  of 
Congress  to  legislate,  and  the  duty  of  the 
President  only  to  execute  the  laws;  or 
whether  he  has  a  right  to  trample  upon 
those  that  are  made  by  Congress,  and  to 
make  and  execute  others  for  himself.  In 
one  word,  we  are  now  called  upon  to  de- 
cide whether  the  people  of  this  country  are 
still  free,  and  resolutely  determined  to  re- 
main so;  or  whether  they  have  become  so 
fallen,  so  servile  and  degenerate,  as  to  care 
nothing  for  their  liberties,  and  to  have  re- 


linquished every  thing,  the  Constitution 
ana  the  Government,  their  rights  and  liber- 
ties and  all,  to  the  irresponsible  power  of  a 
single  man.  Yes,  sir,  the  decision  of  this 
question  vitally  involves  the  futur,e  charac- 
ter of  our  Government,  and  the  future  des- 
tinies of  our  country.  It  is  not  a  mere 
question  whether  the  public  revenue  shall 
be  continued  in  this  bank,  or  transferred  to 
that;  but  it  involves  the  tremendous  issue 

of  LIBERTY  Or  POWER — A  REPUBLIC  Or  A  DES- 
POTISM! And  as  every  true  lover  of  free- 
dom, both  in  this  House  and  throughout 
this  Union,  must  now  be  satisfied  that  **  a 
despotism  is  upon  ms,"  so  I  hope  and  trust 
that  they  will  now  make  a  vigorous  and 
united  effort  to  throw  it  oft",  and  to  vindi- 
cate and  restore  the  majesty  and  purity  of 
the  Constitution  and  the  laws! 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  GILMER,  the  House  ad- 
journed. ^ 

ITenate.      V*" 

Friday,  March  21,  1834. 
REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  would  ask  to  present  to 
the  Senate,  a  petition  signed,  as 'he  understood, 
by  about  3000  persons,  chiefly  clerks  in  the  mer- 
cantile and  other  trades,  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
It  came  from  a  class  embodying  almost  every 
variety,  old  and  young,  married  and  single,  men 
of  no  capital  except  their  labor,  and  their  qualifi- 
cations to  enable  them  to  attain  business.  The 
petition  came  from  a  class  of  highly  respectable, 
intelligent,  and  confidential  men.  They  did  not 
make  a  pretence  of  presenting1  evidences  proving 
the  existence  of  distress,  of  which  Congress  had 
daily  and  hourly  such  an  evidence ;  but  they  as- 
sumed its  existence  as  a  fact,  and  they  implored 
Congress  to  provide  such  relief  as  the  exigency 
required.  [Mr.  CLAY  now  read  the  memorial.] 

Mr.  C.  said,  while  he  was  up,  he  would  p"c- 
sent  another  petition,  and  move  to  take  the  vote 
upon  it  at  the  same  time  with  the  first.  That 
other  petition  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  was  from 
a  large  number  of  merchants  and  traders,  coming 
from  nine  or  ten  different  States,  who  happened 
to  be  in  Philadelphia,  for  their  stock  of  goods;  they 
were  engaged  in  ever}'  branch  of  trade,  and  con- 
nected with  every  political  interest  in  the  coun- 
try, and  they  had  also  come  before  the  S?nute  in 
no  political  character  whatever;  which  last  cir- 
cumstance, although  Mr.  C  thought  it  unneces- 
sary, he  had  been  requested  to  communicate, 
and  had  promptly  acceded  to  the  request ;  and 
he  would  therefore  go  as  far  as  he  had  underta- 
ken. He  could  testify  that  there  was  not  a 
more  respectable  class  in  the  Union  ;  and  they 
were  men  whese  business  peculiarly  felt  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things.  They  had  found  the  state  of 
exchange  extremely  unfavorable,  and  the  general 
condition  of  their  business  was  such  as  to  occa- 
s;on  the  most  anxious  solicitude  at  this  meeting 
of  the  petitioners,  assembled  in  Phi'adelphia,  for 
the  purpose  of  expressing  their  opinions.  As,  in 
the  other  instance,  the  memorial  was  not  a  long 
one,  and  he  would  therefore  read  it  himself. 

Mr.  CLAY"  also   read  this  memorial- 
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Mr.  C.  had  intended  to  avail  himself  of  this 
opportunity  to  say  something  on  the  subject 
matter  of  the  memorials  ;  but  he  was  aware  that 
there  was  another  subject  before  the  Senate 
which  demanded  their  attention,  and  he  would 
therefore  cohtent  himself  w'<th  only  a  single  re- 
mark. While  he  felt  as  much,  as  an  American 
citizen  could,  for  the  dstres*  of  his  country, 
and  the  iuin  which  was  extending-  over  it.  he 
still  cherished  the  hope  thit  it  won  d  be  consi- 
dered their  main  duty,  t  >  provide  for  the  resto- 
ration of  the  authority  of  the  laws  and  the  Con- 
stitution ;  and  after  that  work  was  done,  then, 
and  not  till  "then,  to  provide  relief  for  the  dis- 
tregsed  condition  of  the  country. 

Mr.  C.  now  moved  that  the  memorials  be 
printed,  and  ref  rred  to  the  Commiitee  en  Fi- 
nance; and  it  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  presented  five  memorials. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  said:  The  first  memorial  is 
signed  by  about  thirty  respectable  and  intelli- 
/  gent  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Lawrence, 
in  the  county  of  Hunterden.  It  was  intended 
to  form  a  part  of  the  memorial  presented  some 
time  since,  from  Trenton  and  its  vicinity — and 
expresses  the  same  views  as  those  contained 
in  that  memorial,  respecting  the  act  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive in  removing  the  deposites. 

The  second  is  a  mesnorial  from  apart  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Monmouth  county,  of  a  like 
character,  and  intended  to  accompany  that 
from  the  county  of  Burlington. 

The  third  from  Shrewsbury,  in  Monmouth. 
A  meeting  was  held  on  the  10th  February,  at 
which  resolutions  were  passed,  which  declare 
that  the  removal  of  the  deposites  was  a  viola- 
tion of  the  bank  charter— premature,  inexpe- 
dient, and  productive  of  most  disastrous  conse- 
quences— that  the  control  of  the  people's  mo 
ney  belongs  exclusively  to  Congress,  and  that 
the  President  assumed  a  power  never  delegated 
to  him — that, without  speedy  and  efficient  relief, 
there  will  be  a  general  bankruptcy  of  the  great 
mass  of  men  of  business,  and  it  can  onlv  be 
averted  by  a  restoration  of  the  deposites— that 
the  Senators  of  the  State  merit  their  ihanks  fpr 
their  republican  conduct  in  listening  to  the 
voice  of  the  people,  in  preference  to  the  re- 
solves of  a  party  State  Legislature— which,  in 
giving  the  instructions,took  upon  themselves  an 
authority  not  given  to  them  by  their  constituents. 

The  memorial  expresses  the  same  opinions; 
and  ihey  declare  their  belief,  that  a  large  ma- 
jority  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Jersey,  are  de- 
cidedly opposed  to  the  instruction  of  the  Le- 
gislature. The  individual  who  communicates 
the  memorial,  expresses  the  belief  that  three- 
fourths  of  the  people  would  have  signed  it,  if  it 
had  been  presented  to  them.  This  countv  is 
represented  in  the  Legislature  by  those  who 
voted  for  the  instructions. 

This  specie*  was  nil  taken  in  smdl  sums  of 
from  twenty  up  to  five  and  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars. None  of  it  was  drawn  by  any  other  bank, 
an/1  very  little  of  it,  if  any,  for  active  use  or 
speculation.  It  was  taken  by  farmers  aid  oth- 
ers, who,  haying  lost  confidence  in  bank  pa- 
per, and  not  in  this  more,  and  I  believe  not  so 


much,  as  in  other  banks,  but  who  desired  to 
hoard  up  the  specie  for  times  which  thev  feared 
were  approaching.  Now,  several  inferences 
seem  to  me  tn  result  from  these  facts,  and  I 
s'ate  them  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

1.  The  operation  commerced  in  October  and 
November.  It  was  not,  therefore,  the  result 
of  any  panic,  created  by  speeches  in  this  hall, 
or  in  the  other — not  the  effd  of  eloquence, 
which  has  been  supposed  by  certain  members 
of  trie  Senate,  and  by  others,  to  have  bewilder- 
ed the  understandings  of  the  people — an  effect 
certainly  greater  than  anyone  of  those  gentle- 
men who  have  spoken,  would  be  disposed  to 
attribute  to  h're  own  powers — an  effect  which, 
if  it  be  true,  ought  to  elevate  the  speakers 
here  to  an  unrivalled  station  in  oratory.  1  do 
not  believe  in  this  cause  assigned  for  the  panic, 
and  especially  as  the  effect  was  produced,  in 
this  instance, some  month  or  six  wei-ks  before  the 
cause  existed — before  the  speeeheswere  made. 

2.  I  cannot  believe  that  the  pan  c  was  the 
effect  of  party  intrigue,  movement,  or  disci- 
pline. The  men  who  withdrew  this  specie 
were  of  all  parties,  not  more,  I  believe,  of  the 
opponents  than  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion. They  are  farmers,  and  other  retired  men, 
little  busied  in  political  schemes — the  last  in 
society  who  would  be  affected  by  political 
schemers;  and,  I  should  think,  the  last  who 
would  create  or  promote  a  plan  which  would 
inevitably  injure  their  own  interests,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  an  experiment,  to  see  if 
they  could  not  overthrow  an  administration,  of 
which  many  of  them  were  the  supporters. 
Whatever  partisans,  in  the  excitement  of  poli- 
tics, and  on  the  actual  theatre  of  conflict,  may 
be  willing  to  do — however  they,  or  leaders  who 
may  have  selfish  purposes  to  accompl^h,  may 
agree  to  make  sacrifices,  and  let  creuit  and  com- 
merce and  State  institutions  perish,  and  subject 
themselves  to  the  humblest  fare  for  life,  rather 
tha-n,  by  retracing  an  tnoneous  plan  of  policy, 
hazard  loss  of  popularity  and  influx  nee,  or  break 

i  he  bonds  of  party — however  they  may  be  wil- 
ling to  do  this,  it  cannot  be  possible  that  such 
men  as  those  to  whom  I  have  referred  would 
move  in  such  a  manner,  on  such  a  subject,  from 
any  such  motive.  They  look  to  their  own  in- 
terest and  security,  and  they  withdraw  the  gold 
and  silver,  and  lock  it  up,  for  one  reason  only — 
they  have  lost  confidence  in  the  circulation  of 
the  country,  and  are  determined  to  be  safe 
thems.lve-  from  the  approaching  confusion  and 
evih  of  a  currency  which  has  been  rendered 
insecure  by  a  disregard  of  the  laws  which  pro- 
t.cts  it. 

3  This  effect  could  not  have  been  produ- 
ced, as  I  can  perceive,  by  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  any  curtailment,  or  any  pressure 
v<  hich  it  has  made.  Not  a  dollar  of  this  specie 
has  been  drawn  by  that  bank,  nor  a  dollar  of  it, 
1  suppose,  gone  to  that  bank;  nor  has  it  been 
drawn  by  other  banks,  or  been  used  to  pay 
deb  s  to  banks.  Much  the  larger  part  of  it  is 
now,  probably,  under  lock  and  key,  in  the 
trunks  and  desks  of  the  owners.  The  bank  of 
which  I  speak  was  not  in  a  situation  to  be  press. 
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ed  by  other  banks — it  was  a   creditor   rather 
than  a  debtor. 

The  fourth  is  a  joint  memorial  of  three  banks 
in  New  Jersey:  the  State  bank  at  Camden,  in 
Gloucester,  the  Farmers'  bank  at  Mount  Holly, 
in  Burlington,  and  the  Cumberland  bank  at 
Bridffeton,  in  Cumberland  county.  They  are 
the  only  banks,  I  believe,  below  Trenton,  in 
West  Jersey,  except  one,  which  stopped  pay- 
ment about  two  months  since.  Its  present 
condition  I  do  not  know.  They  are  all  of  them 
in  good  credit  at  this  time,  and  so  far  as  T  am 
informed,  have  maintained  their  credit,  at  all 
times,  and  are  skilfully  and  prudently  managed, 
by  men  of  integrity  and  intelligence,  who  per- 
fectly comprehend  the  state  of  the  currency  of 
the  country,  the  causes  which  have  produced 
its  present  derangement,  and  are  good  judges 
of  the  appropriate  remedy.  Their  intercourse 
and  accounts,  out  of  the  State,  are  principally 
with  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  banking 
institutions  there.  This  memorial  was  sent  here, 
in  a  letter  dated  25th  Feb.  1834,  and  was  re- 
ceived  two  or  three  weeks  since.  My  absence 
for  a  few  days,  and  other  unavoidable  circum- 
stances have  prevented  the  prompt  attention  to 
it,  which  its  merits  demand,  and  my  own  re- 
spect for  those  whose  names  are  signed  to  it, 
would  secure.  They  declare  that  a  state  of  un- 
precedented embarrassment  and  pressure  ex 
ists  in  the  community,  which,  unless  timely  re- 
lieved, is  likely  to  produce  extensive  distress 
and  ruin — that  the  cause  is  to  be  found  "in  the 
withdrawal  of  the  deposites,"  and  the  hostile 
attitude  assumed  by  the  Government  towards 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  and  they  firmly 
believe  that  the  restoration  of  the  deposites 
"would  produce  immediate  and  effectual  re- 
lief;" and  they  pray  that  the  money,  now  in  the 
State  banks,  may  remain  until  withdrawn  in  the 
course  of  the  public  service,  but  that  hereafter 
the  accruing  revenue  should  be  deposited  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  opinions  of  these  gentlemen  merit  re- 
spect. They  are  intelligent  and  upright.  These 
banks  probably  feel  the  effects  of  the  present 
condition  of  things  as  others  do  .  and  not  more 
severely  than  others.  They  are  country  banks, 
and  have  their  dealings  very  much  with  the  or- 
dinary business  of  the  country,  and  are  affected 
as  that  business  is  affected.  They  feel  when 
the  people  of  the  country  feel. 

I  am  not  personally  and  particularly  acquaint- 
ed with  their  peculiar  conditions,  as  to  solvency 
and  extent  of  business,  but  as  I  know  the  cir- 
cumstances of  one  similar  institution,  which 
acts  as  they  do,  and  which  I  believe  is  as  solvent 
and  safe  as  any  Other,  I  think  it  proper  to  state 
some  facts  in  regard  to  it,  in  connexion  with 
this  memorial.  The  bank  to  which  I  allude 
had,  on  the  first  of  November,  an  amount  of 
specie  large  in  proportion  to  its  capital  and  cir- 
culation, much  larger  than  many  others,  and  had 
the  means  to  supply  itself,  promptly,  with  spe- 
cie to  any  amount  short  of  its  capital ,  so  long 
as  specie  was  to  be  obtained  by  any  of  the  sol- 
vent banks  in  the  cities  of  Hh  ladelphia  and  N. 
York.     At  that  period,   about  the  1st  of  No- 


vember, or  previous  thereto,  in  October,  the 
operation  commenced  of  calling  on  it  f  r  specie 
in  small  sums,  and  it  has  continued,  so  that,  on 
the  first  of  March,  it  had  lost  about  330,000  in 
specie,  which  it  had,  as  far  as  was  necessary  for 
its  interests,  replaced,  taking  care  to  keep  itself 
always  ready  for  any  call  which  might  be  made 
upon  it. 

The  effect  of  this  state  of  things  is  apparent. 
The  specie  is  withdrawn  from  die  circulation  of 
the|country.  It  is  not  in  a  situation  to  perform 
the  ordinary  duties  of  the  currency,  in  the  ordi- 
nary operations  of  business;  and  the  pressure 
must  be  felt  just  so  far  as  the  sudden  withdraw- 
al of  this  amount  from  the  active  circulation  of  a 
small  district  of  country  would  at  any  time  be 
felt.  Those  Senators  who  have  made  themselves 
conversant  with  the  amount  of  the  circulating 
medium  in  any  given  district,  and  estimate^  the 
severe  pressure  which  would  be  produced  by 
such  withdrawal,  and  will  readily  satisfy  them- 
selves that  the  pressure  on  the  business  and  oc- 
cupations of  men  would  be  small — a  mere  idle 
fancy — raised  by  the  workings  of  political  man* 
agers. 

But  this  is  by  no  means  the  extent  of  the  evil. 
It  is  not  the  specie  alone  which  has  been  with- 
drawn. The  bank  discounted  on  that  specie, 
to  two,  three,  perhaps  five  times  its  amount,  and 
was  justified  in  so  doing.  When  it  lost  the  spe- 
cie, it  had,  as  matter,  not  of  mere  prudence,  but 
of  necessity,  to  retain  a  proportionate  amount  of 
its  notes,  and  lock  lhem  up  also  in  the  vaults  of 
the  bank.  It  did  do  so,  and  curtailed  its  circula- 
tion, more,  I  believe  than  100,000  dollars.  And 
it  did  this,  not  from  mere  panic-  -not  because  it 
feared  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  would 
draw  upon  it,  for  that  bank  had  not  the  means 
at  the  time  to  do  this — not  because  it  desired  to 
subserve  party  purposes-it  is  subjectto  no  such  op 
eration — if  influenced  at  all,  heretofore,  by  politi- 
cal feelings,  it  has  been  in  a  different  direction. 
Its  officers  and  its  acts,  have  rather  been  in  favor 
of  the  existing  administration  wild  its  friends  than 
otherwise.  But  it  has  done  it,  with  perfect  pro- 
priety, as  matter  of  necessity  and  duty,  because 
the  means  on  which  it  made  its  issues,  have  been 
taken  away,  and  honesty,  and  a  regard  for  its 
own  safety  req»ired  the  curtailment. 

The  effect  of  withdrawing  100,000  dollars  from 
the  circle  of  operations  of  a  small  State  bank, 
need  not  be  explained  by  me.  The  consequen- 
ces are  apparent,  in  the  difficulty  of  complying 
with  contracts,  in  the  impossibility  of  procuring 
active  funds  to  carry  on  the  ordinary  operations 
of  society,  and  paying  labor  its  reward.  We 
may  shut  our  eyes  to  these  consequences,  and 
disregard  them,  in  the  hope  of  political  triumph, 
or  in  devotion  to  the  objects  of  party  ambition; 
but  they  are  now  felt,  and  will  continue  to  be 
felt,  with  agony,  by  an  injured,  wronged,  and 
suffering  people. 

Mr.  President:  the  cause  about  which  we  dis- 
pute,day  by  day,  is  not,  in  the  instance  to  which 
I  allude,  to  be  found  in  any  thing,  but  want  of 
confidence  in  the  circulating  medium  of  the 
country,  and  in  its  capacity  to  bear  the  burden 
which  has  been  laid  upon  it— to  meet  with  solid 
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capital,  sound  specie,  the   claims  which  may  be 
made  against  it.     What  has  produced  this  want 
of  confidence?     The  withdrawing"  of  a  compara- 
tively small  amount  of  its   accommodations  by 
the    Bank  of  the  United  States?     Would  these 
men  have  felt  that  curtailment?     Did  they  from 
this    cause    present  these    notes   to  have  them 
changed   into  specie,    that  they  might  hoard  up 
that  specie?     No,  sir;  it  was  produced  by  their 
perceiving  that  the  Executive  had,  against  laio, 
determined    to  destroy  that  bank;  that  it  must 
be  hastily  wound  up  under  the  worst  of  all  possi- 
ble circumstances  for  its  own  benefit,  and  that  of 
those   who  had  deali  igs  with  and  were  indebted 
to  it — that   this  must   create  confusion  and  dis- 
tress   in    the   community;  and  when  it  was  de- 
stroyed, there  would  remain  no  efficient  control 
over   the  other  banks;  but  that  they  would  be 
tempted   to   enlarge   their  issues  beyond  their 
means,  and  thus  become  unsafe,  and  re-produce 
the  horrid   effects  which  they  well  remembered 
existed,  less  than  twenty  years  ago,  throughout 
the  whole   nation.     They   lost  their  faith  in  the 
notes  which  they  held;  they  would  hold  them  no 
longer;  and  for  every  dollar  of  specie  which  thoy 
hoarded,they  abstracted  four  or  live  from  the  cir- 
culation of  their  neighborhood.     The  cause,  is  to 
be  found    in  the  act  of  the   Government.     The 
Executive  produced  it — it  commenced  by  him — 
but  it  has  been  continued,  because  the  Legisla- 
ture has  not  asserted  its  constitutional  privileges; 
has  not  compelled,  by  its  constitutional   action, 
the  Executive  to  retrace  its   errors.     The  guilt 
now  lies   here  as  well  as   there.     Sir,  the  evil 
must  continue  until  law  has  its  true  course — un- 
til its  majesty  is  vindicated.     The  hand  of  power 
can  destroy  confidence  in  the  currency;  its  man- 
date cannot  restore  that  confidence.     Its  usur- 
pations may  make  the   holder  of   specie  placei  t 
in  safe  custody;  its  orders  or  party  discipline,  or 
personal   popularity,  however  overwhelming  in 
other  matters,  cannot  release  that  specie  from  its 
ustody.     Confidence    may    be    overthrown  by 
violations  of   law;  it  can  only  be  recalled  by  the 
encroachments  upon  it  being  repaired, and  its  au- 
thority sustained. 

The  fifth  memorial  which  I  have  to  present,  is 
on  the  same  subject.  It  is  signed  by  1695  in- 
habitants and,  I  am  informed,  voters  of  the 
ceunty  of  Gloucester,  in  New  Jersey.  Its  his- 
tory and  contents  deserve  notice.  On  the  10th 
February  lasf,there  was  a  meeting  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Woolwich  township.  A  resolution  was 
passed  there  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  county. — 
This  county  meeting  was  held  only  five  days  af- 
terwards, on  the  15th.  It  was  very  numerous; 
and, if  I  may  judge  from  my  information,  and  the 
names  mentioned  in  the  proceedings,  as  respec- 
table in  character  as  any  which  has  ever  been 
held  at  any  time,  on  any  subject,  within  that 
county.  I  have  before  stated  to  the  Senate  the 
general  character  of  the  population  of  that  part 
of  the  State..  A  large  portion  of  it  is  but  little 
disposed  to  mingle  in  party  strifes,  or  partake  in 
elections,  except  when  they  feel  some  great  and 
pressing  present  object  of  public  interest  to  be 
accomplished;  or  some  important  principle  to  be 
sustained.     And  this  arises,  not  from  any  want 


of  patriotic  feeling — of  devotion  to  the  principles 
of  liberty  and  just  government — for  in  these  they 
are  inferior  to  none — but  from  a  tone  of  religious 
feeling  and  opinion,  which  disinclines  them  to 
partake  in  political  controversies.  When  they 
are  moved,  they  feel  and  act  from  a  deep  sense 
of  duty. 

This  meeting  resolved,  that  the  removal  of 
the  deposites  from  the  place  directed  by  law, 
and  more  especially  at  a  period  immediately 
preceding  the  meeting  of  Congress,  was  without 
just  cause;  a  manifest  abuse  of  power,  and  in 
disregard  of  the  interest  and  will  of  the  country. 
That  the  country  is  suffering  great  and  increas- 
ing- dis!ress,  arising  from  derangement  of  the 
currency,  and  the  failure  of  public  confidence 
consequent  upon  that  removal;  that  their  Sena- 
tors and  representatives  be  requested  to  use 
their  exertions  to  have  the  deposites  restored, 
as  a  means  of  relief  and  restoring  confidence; 
that  the  instructions  of  the  Legislature  were  not 
in  accordance  with  the  sentiments  of  their  con- 
stituents and  that  the  Senators  and  Represent- 
atives ought  not,  under  such  circumstances,  to 
De  bound  thereby;  i.hat  the  course  of  my  col- 
league and  myself,  meets  their  decided  appro- 
bation, and  we  are  requested  to  persevere  in  it. 
They  further  resolved  that  it  was  inexpedient 
to  pass  resolution*  on  the  important  question  of 
rechartering  the  bank,  as  the  meeting  was  call- 
ed solely  iu  reference  to  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites. 

They  further  prepared  a  memorial,  and  ap- 
pointed five  persons  in  each  township,  to  pre- 
sent it  for  signatures.  This  memorial  conveys 
tiie  same  views  as  the  resolutions.  The  period 
of  five  days  only  was  fixed  for  obtaining  signa- 
ture's. The  county  is  very  large,  extending 
entirely  across  the  State,  and,  in  some  parts  of 
it,  the  population  is  thin  and  scattered.  Some 
of  the  copies  of  the  memorial  did  not  reach  the 
persons  designated  until  the  time  had  expired, 
and  no  effort  was  made  by  them  to  procure 
signers.  Under  all  these  circumstances,  the 
signatures  amount  to  1695.  In  the  Congres- 
sional election  of  1832,  by  which  all  the  mem- 
bers from  New  Jersey,  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, hold  their  seats,  the  highest  Jackson 
candidate  received  1618  votes,  being  77  less 
than  the  nnmber  of  signatures,  so  obtained  in 
the  short  period  mentioned,  and  in  such  a  com- 
munity. In  the  county  election  for  members 
of  the  Legislature,  in  1833,  by  which  the  mem- 
bers who  instructed  us  were  elected,  the  high- 
est Jackson  man  received  only  1477,  being  less, 
by  218,  than  the  number  who  have  no*  direct- 
ed us  to  disobey  those  instructions,  and  ap- 
proved our  course — not  the  course  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  ike  Treasury.  And  it  is  apparent,  if 
the  memorialists  had  taken  longer  time,  and 
presented  it  to  all,  the  number  would  have  been 
greatly  increased,  and  probably  doubled.  I  am 
assured,  by  the  member  of  the  committee  who 
forwarded  the  memorials,  that  such  is  his  opin- 
ion. He  adds,  that  they  contain  "the  names  of 
a  large  number  of  Jackson  men  of  the  county, 
and  among  them  some  of  the  most  influential 
and  respectable  of  the  party,  with  whom  he  ia 
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personally  acquainted,  and  he  does  not  doubt 
that  very  many  of  equal  standing  among  them, 
with  whom  he  is  acquainted,  have  also  signed 
them." 

These  memorials,  Mr.  President,  and  others 
which  have  been  presented  from  Burlington 
and  Cumberland,  and  other  places,  raise  a 
question  of  no  ordinary  importance  to  my  col- 
league and  myself — one  which  has  not  escaped 
the  notice  of  either  the  public  or  the  Senate — 
which  has  been  several  times  alluded  to  in  de- 
bate,  in  such  mode,  as  was  regarded  by  many, 
as  calling  upon  us  for  an  answer  to  the  remarks 
which  were  made.  We  did  not  choose  to  be 
thus  drawn  into  the  defence  of  our  conduct  be- 
fore this  tribunal.  There  is  another,  before 
which  we  shall  meet,  most  cheerfully,  our  accu- 
sers, and  as  cheerfully  abide  the  verdict  and  the 
judgment  which  shall  be  rendered  after  the 
hearing,  so  far  as  they  shall  affect  us  personally- 
however  we  may  feel  for  the  laws  and  institu, 
tions  ot  our  country.  That  tribunal,  is  the 
people  oij^New  Jersey,  whom  we  solemnly  be- 
lieve, and  think  we  have  abundant  evidence  for 
our  belief,  were  not  correctly  represented  in 
those  instructions.  For  their  deliberate  opi- 
nions, and  wishes,  and  interests,  we  probably 
entertain  quile  as  sincere  and  heartfelt  a  regard, 
as  those  who  more  frequently  have  the  word 
People,  People  upon  their  tongues.  We  pre- 
fer to  be  tested  by  acts  rather  than  professions. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  fatigue  the  .Senate  by 
any  exposition  of  my  understanding  of  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of,  the  right  and  doctrine  of 
instructions,  to  be  given  by  State  Legislatures 
to  Senators  or  Representatives.  When  cir- 
cumstances, and  the  occasion  shall  call  for  an 
exposition  of  my  opinion,  it  will  not  be  evaded. 
But  there  is  a  remark  or  two  due  to  this  occa- 
sion, not  merely  in  its  effect  upon  my  colleague 
and  myself,  but  upon  the  Senate.  The  popu- 
lar opinion  of  the  country,  is  of  importance  in 
our  action  upon  the  great  question  before  us. 
They  must  eventually  be  decided,  or  the  deci- 
sion sustained  or  reverted  by  the  people.  They 
are  not  such  questions  as  may  or  can  be  forgot- 
ten, after  the  agitations  of  the  moment  have 
passed  by.  Both  in  their  political  and  financial 
aspect,  they  must  operate  strongly  on  the  inter- 
ests of  the  |  eople  to  produce  no  future  and 
permanent  effect. 

It  is  important,  therefore,  for  us  to  know, 
what  the  people,  much  more  than  what  partisan 
and  political  leaders,  think.  When  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey  were  re- 
ceived, her  Senators  honestly  and  sincerely  be- 
lieved that  those  instructions  did  not  convey  the 
opinions  of  ihe  people  of  that  State.  They  were 
not  anticipated — they  occasioned  great  surprise. 
It  was  known  that  the  nominations  of  candidates 
for  the  Legislature  had  been  made  before,  and 
the  elections  had  taken  place  within  ten  or  twelve 
days  after  the  Executive  had  removed  the  depo- 
sites— too  soon  for  the  people  to  have  received 
the  information,  and  formed  their  deliberate  opi- 
nion upon  the  question  ;  and  at  a  time  when  it 
was  impossible  for  the  voters  to  know  or  guess 
what  the  opinions  of  the  candidates  were,  unless 


upon  the  humiliating  and  insulting  presumption, 
that  their  judgments  and  consciences  were  in 
the  keeping  of  the  Executive,  and  they  were  pre- 
pared to  sustain,  for  party  purposes,  any  and 
Avery  measure  which  he  should  direct — a  pre- 
sumption which,  I  suppose,  the  people  wese  not 
willing  to  entertain,  and  which,  for  them,  I  feel 
safe  in  disavowing.  Those  elected,  therefore, 
where  chosen  without  being  themselves  instruct- 
ed by,  or  knowing  the  opinions  of,  their  constitu- 
ents. There  was  another  cause  of  surpiise  to  us. 
It  had  been  stated,  how  truly  I  do  not  affirm, 
that  some  of  those  who  voted  for  the  instructions 
had  declared  that  it  was  too  much  to  require  of 
them  to  sustain  such  a  measure,  and  that  the 
belief  was  entertained  that  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers were  opposed,  in  opinion,  to  the  act  of  the 
Executive.  If  there  be  any  foundation  in  truth 
tor  this,  it  surely  ought  not  to  be  cause  of  cen- 
sure on  us  that  we  have  not  received  the  new 
lights  which  converted  others,  jind  have  not  the 
same  facility  in  changing  ground,  or  facing  to 
the  right  about. 

I  was,  sir,  entirely  satisfied  that  the  Legisla- 
ture was  in  error,  in  regard  to  popular  opinion  ; 
and  I  offer  these  memorials  and  others  to  the 
Senate,  as  evidence  cf  the  fact.  The  constitu- 
ents of  several  of  those  who  voted  for  the  in- 
structions have  given  such  proof  as  leaves  no 
doubt  on  my  own  mind,  and  others  seem  abouc 
to  do  the  same  thing.  I  am  convinced  that  a 
great  majority  of  the  people  of  New  Jersey  con- 
demn the  act  of  the  Executive  ;  and  if  I  am  in 
error,  a  very  large  and  respectable  portion  of  my 
constituents  have  Contributed  to  lead  me  into  that 
error.  I  must  abide  the  issue  of  my  opinion,  let 
it  be  favorable  or  adverse.  It  will  be  their  duty, 
at  the  polls,  to  confirm  the  information  which 
they  have  communicated. 

In  this  state  of  facts,  it  is  not  a  question  of  the 
right  of  instruction  under  our  system;  but  a  very 
different  one — and  that  is  this,  when  a  Senator  is 
perfectly  satisfied  that  the  instrucfions  which  he 
receives  from  the  Legislature  are  opposed  to 
the  opinions  and  wishes  of  the  people,  is  he 
bound  to  obey  them,  and  thereby  violate  the  o- 
pinions  and  wishes  of  his  constituents?  I  know 
that  this  has  been  recently  affirmed,  but  I  am 
aware  of  no  principle  in  our  Government — of  no 
doctrine  of  any  school  of  politicians,  in  this  coun- 
trv,  of  a  date  older  than  five  years,  which  would 
require  an  affirmative  answer  to  this  question.— 
Is  it  true  that  the  Legislature  has  a  right,  111  dis- 
regard to  popular  opinion, and  against  the  wishes 
of  their  own  constituents,  to  control  the  other 
agents  of  those  constituents.'  Is  the  power  vest- 
ed in  the  Legislature,  on  this  point,  independent 
of  the  people  of  the'State?  Are  they,  in  that 
the  masters  "f  the  people?  I  had  supposed  that 
the  people  were  the  source  of  power— that  their 
will'  was  as  controlling,  in  its  action,  on  their 
members  of  the  Legislature  on  this  subject  as  on 
any  ol4ier--aiid  that  their  commands  were  only 
to  be  regarded  as  valid,  when  they  conformed  to 
the  instructions  and  commands  of  their  constitu- 
ents. This  may  be  sophism:  but  I  beg  to  say, 
that  it  is  old  republicanism  and  democracy —not 
that  of  modern  date,  which  seems  to  require  that 
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the  will  of  a  few  who  happen  to  be  in  a  Legisla- 
ture, or  are  leaders  of  a  party,  should  be  obeyed, 
in  despite  of  the  opinions  and  wishes  of  the  peo- 
ple. Sir,  believing,  as  I  do,  that  my  const;tuen|p 
disapprove  tbe  act  of  the  executive,  I  should  be 
guilty  of  treason  towards  them  if  I  obeyed  the 
orders  of  others,  in  approving  that  act,  against  my 
own  judgement. 

I  offer  these  memorials  to  the  Senate,  as  evi 
dence  of  the  opinions  of  the  people  of  New  Jer 
scy--to  have  the  weight  to  which  they  are  enti- 
tled, on  this  agitating  subject.  And  1  merely  add 
my  strong  conviction,  that  a  large  majority  dis- 
approve the  conduct  of  the  executive  in  violating 
the  laws  and  Constitution  of  the  country;  and 
anxiously  desire  from  Congress  that  relief  which 
the  executive  denies. 

M  .  KENT  rose  and  said, 

Mr.  President — I  ha^e  been  requested  to 
present  to  the  Senate  memorials  from  four  banks 
located  in  the  western  part  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, three  of  them  in  Frederick  city,  and  one  in 
Williamsport,  in  Washington  county.  Those 
memorials  are  couched  in  respectful  language, 
and  pray  for  the  restoration  of  the"  public  depo 
sites  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  and  1 
beg  leave  to  rernark  to  the  Senate,  that  the  sub- 
scribers to  these  memorials  are  gentlemen  of 
acknowledged  intelligence  and  great  worth  and 
respectability  of  chaiacter,  possessing  much  ex- 
perience in  the  line  of  their  business,  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  interests  ot  the  surrounding 
ouatry,  and  the  feelings  that  pervade  its  popu- 
ation-  Those  memorialists  Have  been  conduct- 
ing for  years,  banks  of  as  much  solidity  as  any 
in  the  State,  located  in  a  rich  and  fertile  coun- 
try, in  the  midst  of  a  population  proverbial  for 
r.heir  unremitted  industry,  and  great  frugality ; 
and,  be  assured,  Mr.  President,  they  would 
scorn  to  come  here  with  any  complaints,  either 
on  their  own  account  or  that  of  their  enterpri- 
sing countrymen,  unless  they  had  been  made  to 
kel  the  distress  that  now  overshadows  our  land, 
and  deeply  feel  it  too  They  depict,  in  strong 
colors,  the  daily  increasing  distress  with  which 
thsy  are  surrounded.  They  deeply  deplore  it, 
without  the  ability  to  relieve  it;  and  they  ascribe 
th  ir  condition  to  the  derangement  of  the  cur- 
rency, and  the  total  want  of  confidence,  not  en- 
\\  i  ween  man  and  man,  but  between  banks, 
even  in  the  same  neighborhood — all  proceeding, 
as  they  believe,  from  the  removal  of  the  public 
deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.-  - 
Four  months-  since,  and  the  counties  from  whence 
hese  memorials  proceed,  presented  a  population 
as  prosperous  and  contented  as  could  be  found 
in  any  section  of  the  country.  But,  sir,  within 
that  short  period  the  picture  has  been  reversed. 

These  rich  and  productive  lands,  which  were 
sought  after  with  avidity,  at  a  high  price,  they 
infoim  us,  have  fallen  25  per  cent.,  and  no  pur- 
chasers can  be  found  even  at  that  reduced  price. 

Wheat  the  staple  of  'hat  region  of  the  ciun 
try  wa<  never  much  lower,  if  as  low.  Flour  is 
quoted  in  Alexandria,  at  $3.75,  where  a  large 
poition  of  their  crop  se  ks  a  market. 

Those  honest,  industrious,  economical  people 
cannot  withstand  the  civil  and  nervous  conse- 


quences of  this  desperate  and  unnecessary  ex- 
periment. The  country  cannot  bear  it;  and 
unless  speedy  relief  is  afforded,  the  result  will 
be  as  disastrous  to  those  who  projected  it,  as  to 
the  country  at  large,  who  are  afflicted  with  it. 
This  experiment  as  it  is  called,  reminds  me  of 
an  observation  made  by  a  Scotch  w  iter  of  some 
celebrity  some  years  since  on  the  currency 
question  of  Kngland.  He  remarked,  'that  the 
circulating  credit  of  a  community  was  a  vital 
part  of  its  social  system,  and  the  application  of 
rash  schemes  for  the  purpose  of  improving  it, 
was  something  like  making  experiments  upon 
the  lungs  of  a  man,-  if  the  patien^be  not  killed 
by  the  experiment,  the  danger  of  increasing 
the  disease  would  be  at  least  as  great  as  the 
chance  of  mending  his  constitution.  Mr  .Kent 
regretted  that  he  should  be  forced  to  address 
the  Senate  in  his  feeble  state  of  health,  and  still 
more  feeble  voice. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  presented  the  petition  of 
the  ex>  cu'ois  of  Henry  Eckford,  wlvc't  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflfrs. 

Mr.  EWTNG  submitted  the  foliowinj  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  Th  t  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Road-,  be  instructed  to  e  Xana- 
na and  re,  or;  upon  t  e  p  esent  condition  of 
the  Post  Office  Depar  ment,  a  >d  that  they  have 
owcT  to  •"-id  fir  persons  and  pa  urs  o  take 
test  mony.  for  'hat  purpose;  an  I  'hat  he  Secre- 
tary of  tne  Senate  s  all,  o  \  application  to  the 
commit' ee,  appoint  a  e'erkto  ■attend  them. 

[T  isresolve  les  on  the  table  J 

The  CHAIK  communicated  a  repo  tf  om  the 
State  Depa  iment,  showing  the  number  «f 
Amer  can  seamen  recis  ered  up  to  the  last 
quart  r  of  the  year  1833,  in  pursuance  of  t'ie 
p  ovi^ionof  the  act  of  28th  Ma  ,  1826  entitled 
'•An  act  lor  the  relief  and  protection  of  Ameri- 
can seamen." 

BANK  OF  THE  UNI  TED  STATES. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  on  giantng 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  for  six  addi- 
tional years,  the  charter  of  thi  Un'ted  States 
Bank,  was  now  taken  up. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  rose  and  said: 

i  rise,  said  Mr.  C,  in  order  to  avail  my- 
self of  an  early  opportunity  to  express  my 
opinion  on  the  measure  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  and  the  ques- 
tions immediately  connected  with  it,  on 
the  ground  that,  on  a  subject  so  immedi- 
ately connected  with  the  interests  of  every 
class  in  the  community,  there  should  be  an 
early  declaration  of  their  sentiments  by 
the  members  of  this  body,  so  that  all  might 
know  what  to  expect,  and  on  what  to  cal- 
culate. 

I  shall  vote  for  the  motion  of  the  Senator, 
not  because  I  approve  of  the  measure  he 
proposes,  but  because  I  consider  it  due  in 
courtesy,  to  grant  leave,  unless  there  be 
strong  reasons  to  the  contrary,  which  is  not 
the  case  in  this  instance;  but  while  I  am 
prepared  to  vote  for  his  motion,  and,  let  me 
add,  to  do  ample  justice  to  his  motives  for 
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introducing  the  bill,  I  cannot  approve  oi 
the  measure  he  proposes.     In  every  view 
which  I  have  been  able  to  take,  it  is  objec- 
tionable.   Among  the  objections,  I  place 
the  uncertainty  as  to  its  object.    It  is  left 
perfectly  open  to  conjecture,  whether  a  re: 
newal  of  the  charter  is  intended,  or  a  mere 
continuance  with  the  view  of  altbrding  the 
bank  time  to  wind  up  its  affairs;  and  what 
increases  the  uncertainty  is,  if  we  compare 
the  provisions  of  the  proposed  bill  with  the 
one  or  the  other  of  these  objects,  it  is 
egually  unsuited  to  either.    If  a  renewal 
or  the  charter  be  intended,  six  years  is  too 
short;  if  a  continuance,  too  long.    I,  how- 
ever, state  this  as  a  mere  minor  objection. 
There  is  another  of  far  more  decisive  char- 
acter; it  settles  nothing,  it  leaves  every 
thing  unfixed — it  perpetuates  the  present 
struggle  which  so  injuriously  agitates  the 
country — a  struggle  of  bank  against  bank — 
one  set  of  opinions  against  another;  and 
prolongs  the  whole,  without  even  an  inter- 
vening armistice,  to  the  year  184-2 — a  pe- 
riod that  covers  two  presidential  terms,  and, 
by  inevitable  conseqience,  running  for  two 
successive  presidential  elections,  the  poli- 
tics of  the  country  into  the  bank  question, 
and  the  bank  question  into  politics,  with 
the  mutual  corruption  which  must  be  en- 

fendered;  and,  during  the  whole  period, 
eeping  the  currency  of  the  country,  which 
the  public  interest  requires  should  have 
the  utmost  stability,  in  a  state  of  uncer- 
tainty and  fluctuation. 

But  why  should  I  pursue  the  objections  to 
the  plan  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts. (Mr.  Webster.)  He  himself 
acknowledges  the.  measure  to  be  defective, 
and  that  he  would  prefer  one  of  a  more 
permanent  character.  He  has  not  proposed 
this  as  the  best  measure,  but  has  brought  it 
forward  under  a  supposed  necessity — un- 
der the  impression  that  something  must  be 
done — something  prompt  and  immediate, 
to  relieve  the  existing  distress  which  over- 
spreads the  land.  1  concur  with  him  in 
relation  to  the  distress — that  it  is  deep  and 
extensive;  that  it  fell  upon  us  suddenly, 
and  in  the  midst  of  prosperity  almost  un- 
exampled? that  it  is  daily  consigning  hun- 
dreds to  poverty  and  misery;  blasting  the 
hopes  of  the  enterprising;  taking  employ- 
ment and  bread  from  the  laborer,  and  work- 
ing a  fearful  change  in  the  relative  condi- 
tion of  the  moneyed  man  and  the  money 
dealer  on  one  side,  and  the  man  of  business 
and  the  man  of  property  on  the  other — tak- 
ing up  the  former  rapidly  to  the  top  of  the 
wheel,  whilst  it  is  whirling  the  latter,  with 
equal  rapidity,  to  the  bottom.  While  I  thus 
agree  with  the  Senator  as  to  the  distress.  1 
am  also  sensible  that  there  are  great  public 
emergencies  in  which  no  permanent  relief 
can  be  afforded,  and  when  the  wisest  are 
obliged  to  resort  to  expedients;  to  palliate 


ind  to  temporize  in  order  to  gain  time  with 
a  view  to  apply  a  more  effectual  remedy; 
but  there  are  also  emergencies  of  precisely 
the  opposite  character;  when  the  best  and 
most  permanent  is  the  only  practical  mea- 
sure; and  when  mere  expedients  ten!  but  to 
distract,  to  divide  and  confound,  and  there- 
by to  delay  or  defeat  all  relief;  and  such, 
viewedin  all  its  relations  and  bearing,  i  con- 
sider the  present;  and  that  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  has  not  also  so  considered  it,I 
attribute  tothefact  that, of  the  twoquestions 
blended  in  the  subject  under  consideration, 
he  has  given  an  undue  prominence  to  that 
which  has  by  far  the  least  relative  import- 
ance; 1  mean  the  questions  of  the  bank  and 
of  the  currency.  As  a  mere  bank  question, 
as  viewed  by  the  Senator,  it  would  be  a  mat- 
ter of  but  little  importance,  whether  the  re- 
newal should  b«  for  six  years  or  for  a  longer 
period;  and  a  preference  might  very  pro- 
perly be  given  to  one  or  the  oth°r  as  it 
might  be  supposed  most  likely  to  succeed; 
but  I  must  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  in  se- 
lecting the  period  of  six  years,  he  has 
taken  that  which  will  he  much  less  likely 
to  succeed  than  one  of  a  reasonable  and 
proper  duration.  But  had  he  turned  his 
view  to  the  other  and  more  prominent 
question  involved;  had  he  regarded  the 
question  as  a  question  of  currency,  and  that 
the  great  paint  was  to  give  it  uniformity, 
permanency,  and  safety;  that  in  effecting 
these  essential  objects  the  bank  is  a  mere 
subordinate  agent,  to  be  used  or  not  to  be 
used,  and  to  be  modified  as  to  its  duration 
and  other  provisions  wholly  in  reference  to 
the  higher  question  of  the  currency,  I  can- 
not think  that  he  would  ever  have  proposed 
the  measure  which  he  has  brought  forward, 
which  leaves,  as  I  have  already  said,  every 
thing  connected  with  the  subject  in  a  state 
of  uncertainty  and  fluctuation. 

All  feel  that  the  currency  is  a  delicate 
subject,  requiring  to  be  touched  with  the 
utmost  caution;  but  in  order  that  it  may 
be  seen,  as  well  as  felt,  why  it  is  so  deli- 
catej  why  slight  touches,  either  in  de- 
pressing or  elevating  it,  agitate  and  con- 
vulse the  whole  community,  I  will  pause 
to  explain  the  cause.  If  we  take  the  ag- 
gregate property  of  a  community,  that 
which  forms  the  currency,  constitutes  in 
value,  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  whole. 
What  this  proportion  is  in  our  country 
and  other  commercial  and  trading  com- 
munities, is  somewhat  uncertain.  I  speak 
conjecturally  in  fixing  it  as  one  to  twenty- 
five  or  thirty,  though  I  presume  that  is  not 
far  from  the  truth;  and  yet  this  smail 
proportion  of  the  property  of  the  commu- 
nity regulates  the  value  of  all  the  rest,  and 
forms  the  medium  of  circulation  by  which 
all  its  exchanges  are  effected;  bearing  in 
this  respect,  a  striking  similiarity,  consi- 
dering tne  diversity  of  the  subjects,  to  the 
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blood  in  the  human  or  animal  system. 
If  we  turn  our  attention  ti  the  laws 
which  govern  the  circulation,  we  shall  find 
one  of  the  most  important  to  be,  that, 
as  the  circulation  is  decreased  or  increas- 
ed, the  rest  of  the  property  will,  all  other 
circumstances  remaining  the  same,  be  de- 
creased or  increased  in  value  exactly  in  the 
same  proportion.  To  illustrate:  If  a  com- 
munity should  have  an  aggregate  amount 
of  property  of  thirty-one  millions  of  dol- 
lars, of  which  one-  millii  n  constitutes  its 
currency;  if  that  one  million  be  reduced 
one-tenth  part,  that  is  to  say,  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  the  value  of  the 
rest  will  be  reduced  in  like  mariner  one- 
tenth  part,  that  is,  three  million  of  dol- 
lars. And  here  a  very  important  fact 
discloses  itself,  whichexplains  why  the  cur- 
rency should  be  touched  with  such  deli- 
cacy, and  why  stability  and  uniformity 
are  such  essential  qualities;  I  mean,  that 
a  small  absolute  reduction  of  the  currency 
makes  a  great  absolute  reduction  of  the 
"value  of  the  entire  property  of  the  com- 
munity, as  we  see  in  the  case  supposed; 
where  a  reduction  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  in  the  currency  reduces  the 
aggregate  value  of  property  three  millions 
of  dollars,  a  sum  thirty  times  greater  than 
the  reduction  of  the  currency.  From  this 
results  an  important  consideration.    If  we 

I  suppose  the  entire  currency  to  be  in  the 
hands  of  one  portion  of  the  community, 
and  the  property  in  the  hands  of  the  other 
portion,  the  former,  by  having  the  curren- 
cy in  their  possession  might  control  the 
value  of  all  the  property  of  the  community, 
and  possess  themselves  of  it  at  their  plea- 
sure. Take  the  case  already  selected;  and 
suppose  that  those  who  hold  the  curren- 
cy diminish  it  one  half  by  abstracting  it 
from  circulation;  the  effect  of  which  would 
be  to  reduce  the  circulation  to  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars;  the  value  of  property 
would  also  be  reduced  one  half;  that  is,  fif- 
teen millions  of  dollars.  Let  the  process 
be  reversed,  and  the  money  abstracted 
gradually  restored  to  circulation.,  and  the 
value  of  the  property  would  again  be  in- 
creased to  thirty  millions.  It  must  be  ob- 
vious, that  by  alternating  these  processes 

'and  purchasing  at  the  point  of  the  greatest 
depression,  when  the  circulation  is  the 
least,  and  selling  at  the  point  of  the  great- 
est elevation,  when  it  is  the  fullest,  the 
supposed  monied  class,  who  could  at  plea- 
sure increase  or  diminish  the  circulation, 
by  abstracting  or  restoring  it,  might  also  at 
pleasure  control  the  entire  property  of  the 
country.  Let  it  be  ever  borne  in  mind,  that 
the  exchangeable  value  of  the  circulating 
medium,  compared  with  the  property  and 
he  business  of  the  community,  remains 
fixed,  and  can  never  be  diminished  or  in- 
creased by  increasing  or  diminishing  its 


quantity;  while  on  the  contrary  the  ex- 
changeable value  of  the  property,  compared 
to  the  currency,  must  increase  or  decrease 
with  every  addition  or  diminution  of  the 
latter.  It  results  from  this,  that  there  is  a 
dangerousantagonist relation  between  those 
who  hold  or  command  the  currency  and  the 
rest  of  the  community;  but,  fortunately  for 
the  country,  the  holders  of  property  and  of 
the  currency,  are  so  blended  as  not  to  con- 
stitute separate  classes.  Yet,  it  is  worthy 
of  remark — it  deserves  strongly  to  attract 
the  attention  of  those  who  have  charge  of 
the  public  affairs — that  under  the  operation 
of  the  banking  system,  and  that  particular 
distribution  ot  property  existing  in  the 
shape  of  credit  or  stocks,  public  and  pri- 
vate, which  so  strikingly  distinguishes 
modern  society  from  all  that  preceded  it, 
there  is  a  strong  tendency  to  create  a  sepa- 
rate monied  interest,  accompanied  with  all 
the  dangers  which  must  necessarily  result 
from  such  separation,  which  deserves  to  be 
most  carefully  watched  and  resisted. 

I  do  not  stand  here  the  partisan  of  any 
particular  class  in  society — the  rich  or  the 
poor,  the  property  holder,  or  the  money 
holder;  and,  in  making  these  remarks,  I 
am  not  actuated  by  the  slightest  feeling  of 
opposition  to  the  latter.  My  object  is  sim- 
ply to  point  out  important  relations  that 
exist  between  them,  resulting  from  the  laws 
which  govern  the  currency,  in  order  that 
the  necessity  for  a  uniform,  stable,  and  safe 
currency,  to  guard  against  dangerous  con- 
trol of  one  class  over  another,  may  be 
clearly  seen.  I  stand  in  my  place. simply 
as  a  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  to  rep- 
resent her  on  this  floor,  and  to  advance  the 
common  interest  of  these  States,  as  far  as 
we  have  the  constitutional  power,  and  as 
far  as  it  can  be  done  consistently  with  equi- 
ty and  justice  to  the  parts.  I  am  the  par- 
tisan, as  I  have  said,  of  no  class,  nor,  let 
me  add,  of  any  political  party.  I  am  nei- 
ther of  the  opposition  nor  of  the  adminis- 
tration. If  I  act  with  the  former  in  any 
instance,  it  is  because  I  approve  of  their 
course  on  the  particular  occasion;  and  I 
shall  always  be  happy  to  act  with  them 
when  I  do  approve.  If  I  oppose  the  admi- 
nistration— if  I  desire  to  see  power  change 
hands,  it  is  because  I  disapprove  of  the 
general  course  of  those  in  authority;  be- 
cause they  have  departed  from  the  princi- 
ples on  which  they  came  into  office;  be- 
cause, instead  of  using  the  immense  power 
and  patronage  put  in  their  hands  to  secure 
the  liberty  of  the  country  and  advance  the 
public  good,  they  have  perverted  them  into 
party  instruments  for  personal  objects.- 
But  mine  has  not  been,  nor  will  it  be,  a 
systematic  opposition.  Whatever  measure 
of  theirs  I  may  deem  right,  I  shall  cheer- 
fully support;  and  I  only  desire  that  they 
shall  afford  me  more  frequent  occasions  for 
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support,  and  fewer  for  opposition,  than 
they  have  heretofore  done. 

With  these  repressions,  and  entertaining 
a  deep  conviction  that  an  unfixed,  unstable 
and  fluctuating  currency  is  to  be  ranked 
among  the  most  fruitful  sources  of  evil, 
whether  viewed  politically  or  in  reference 
to  the  business  transactions  of  the  country, 
I  cannot  give  my  consent  to  any  measure 
that  does  not  place  the  currency  on  a  solid 
foundation.  If  I  thought  this  determination 
would  delay  the  relief  so  necessary  to  mi- 
tigate the  present  calamity,  it  would  be  to 
me  a  subject  of  the  deepest  regret.  I  feel 
that  sympathy,  which  I  trust  1  ought,  for 
the  suffering  of  so  many  of  my  fellow  citi- 
zens, who  see  their  hopes  daily  withered. 
I,  however,  console  myself  with  the  reflec- 
tion that  delay  will  not  be  the  result,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  relief  will  be  hastened  by 
the  vjew  which  I  take  of  the  subject.  I 
hold  it  impossible  that  any  thing  can  be  ef- 
fected regarding  the  subject  as  a  mere  bank 
question.  Viewed  in  that  light,  the  opinions 
of  this  House,  and  of  the  other  branch  of 
Congress,  is  probably  definitively  made  up. 
In  the  Senate,  it  is  known  that  we  have 
three  parties,  whose  views,  considering  it 
as  a  bank  question,  appear  to  be  irreconci- 
lable. All  hope  then,  of  relief,  must  cen- 
tre in  taking  a  more  elevated  view,  and  in 
considering  it  in  its  true  light,  as  a  subject 
of  currency.  Thus  regarded,  I  shall  be 
surprised  if,  on  full  investigation,  there 
will  not  appear  a  remarkable  coincidence 
of  opinion,  even  between  those  whose 
views,  on  a  slight  inspection,  would  seem 
to  be  contradictory.  Let  us  then  proceed 
to  the  investigation  of  the  subject,  under 
the  aspect  which  I  have  proposed. 

What,  then,  is  the  currency  of  the  Uni- 
ted States?  What  its  present  state  and 
condition?  These  are  the  questions  which 
I  propose  now  to  consider,  with  a  view  of 
ascertaining  what  is  the  disease?  what  the 
remedy?  and  what  the  means  of  applying 
it,  that  may  be  necessary  to  restore  our 
currency  to  a  sound  condition? 

The  legal  currency  of  this  country;  that 
in  which  alone  debts  can  be  discharged  ac- 
cording to  law,  are  certain  gold,  silver,  and 
copper  coins,  coined  at  the  mint  of  the 
United  States,  and  issued,  by  their  au- 
thority, under  an  express  provision  of  the 
Constitution.  Such  is  the  law.  What, 
now,  are  the  facts?  That  the  currency  con- 
sists almost  exclusively  of  bank  notes;  gold 
having  entirely  disappeared,  and  silver, 
in  a  great  measure,  expelled  by  banks  in- 
stituted by  twenty-five  distinct  and  in- 
dependent powers,  and  notes  issued  under 
the  authority  of  the  direction  of  those  in- 
stitutions. They  are,  in  point  of  fact,  the 
mint  of  the  United  States.  They  coin  the 
•actual  money,  (for  such  we  must  call* bank 
notes,)  and  regulate  its  issue,  and  conse- 


quently its  value.  If  we  inquire  as  to  their 
number,  the  amount  of  their  issue,  and 
other  circumstances  calculated  to  show 
their  actual  condition,  we  shall  find  that 
so  rapid  has  been  their  increase,  and  so 
various  their  changes,  that  no  accurate  in- 
formation can  be  had.  According  to  the 
latest  and  best  that  I  have  been  able  to 
ascertain,  they  number  at  least  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  with  a  capital  of  not  less 
than  one  hundred  and  forty -five  millions 
of  dollars,  with  an  issue  exceeding  seventy 
millions;  and  the  whole  of  this  immense 
fabric  standing  upon  a  metallic  currency 
of  less  than  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  of 
which  the  greater  part  is  held  by  the  Bank 
of  the  U.  States.  If  we  compare  the  notes 
in  circulation  with  the  metallic  currency  in 
their  vaults,  we  shall  find  the  proportion 
about  six  to  one,  and  if  we  compare  the  lat- 
ter with  the  demands  that  may  be* made 
upon  the  banks,  we  shall  find  that  the  pro- 
portion is  about  one  to  eleven.  If  we  exa- 
mine the  tendency  of  the  system  at  this 
moment,  we  shall  find  that  it  is  on  the  in- 
crease— rapidly  on  the  increase.  There  is 
now  pending  a  project  of  a  ten  million  bank 
before  the  Legislature  of  New  York;  but 
recently  one  of  five  millions  was  establish- 
ed in  Kentucky;  within  a  short  period, 
one  of  a  large  capital  was  established  in 
Tennessee,  besides  others  in  agitation  in 
several  of  the  other  States.  [Here  Mr. 
Porter,  of  Louisiana,  said  that  one  of  ele- 
ven millions  had  just  been  established  in 
that  State.] 

This  increase  is  not  accidental.  It  may 
be  laid  down  as  a  law,  that  where  two  cur- 
rencies are  permitted  to  circulate  in  any 
country,  one  of  a  cheap  and  the  other  of  a 
dear  material,  the  former  necessarily  tends 
to  grow  upon  the  latter,  and  will  ultimately 
expel  it  from  circulation,  unless  its  tenden- 
cy to  increase  be  restrained  by  a  powerful 
and  efficient  check.  Experience  tests  the 
truth  of  this  remark,  as  the  history  of  the 
banking  system  clearly  illustrates.  The 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  truly  said  that 
the  Bank  of  England  was  derived  from  that 
of  Amsterdam,  as  ours  in  turn  are  from 
that  of  England.  Throughout  its  progress 
the  truth  of  what  I  have  stated  to  be  a  law 
of  the  system  is  strongly  evinced.  The 
Bank  of  Amsterdam  was  merely  a  bank  of 
deposite — a  store -house  for  the  safe-keeping 
of  the  bullion  and  precious  metal  brought 
into  that  commercial  metropolis,  through 
all  the  cliannels  of  its  widely  extended 
trade.  It  was  placed  under  the  custody  of 
the  city  authorities;  and,  on  the  deposite.  a 
certificate  was  issued  as  evidence  of  the 
fact,  which  was  transferable,  so  as  to 
entitle  the  holder  to  demand  the  return. 
An  important  fact  was  soon  disclosed:  that 
a  large  portion  of  the  deposites  might  be 
withdrawn,  and  that  the  residue  would  be 
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sufficient  to  meet  the  returning  certificates; 
or,  what  is  the  same  in  effect,  that  certifi- 
cates might  be  issued  without  making  a  de- 
posite.  This  suggested  the  idea  of  a  bank 
of  discount  as  well  as  deposite.  The  fact 
thus  disclosed  fell  too  much  in  with  the  ge- 
nius of  the  system  to  be  lost,  and,  accord- 
ingly, when  transplanted  to  England,  it 
suggested  the  idea  of  a  bank  of  discount 
and  of  deposite;  the  very  essence  of 
which  form  of  banking,  that  on  which  their 
profit  depends,  consists  in  issuing  a  greater 
amount  of  notes  than  it  has  of  specie  in  its 
vaults.  But  the  system  is  regularly  progres- 
sing under  the  impulse  of  the  laws  that  go- 
vern it,  from  its  present  form  to  a  mere 
paper  machine— a  machine  for  fabricating 
and  issuing  notes,  not  convertible  into  spe- 
cie. Already  has  it  once  reached  this  con- 
dition, both  in  England  and  the  United 
States,  and  from  which  it  has  been  forced 
back,  irfboth  to  a  redemption  of  its  notes 
with  great  difficulty. 

This  natural  tendency  of  the  system  isac- 
celerated  in  our  country  by  peculiar  causes, 
which  have  greatly  increased  its  progress. 
There  are  two  powerful  causes  in  operation. 
The  one  resulting  from  that  rivalry  which 
must  ever  take  place  in  States  situated  as 
ours  are,  under  one  general  Government, 
and  having  afree  and  open  commercial  inter- 
course. The  introduction  of  the  banking 
system  in  one  State  necessarily,  on  this 
principle,  introduces  it  into  all  the  others,  of 
which  we  have  seen  a  striking  illustration  on 
the  part  of  Virginia  and  some  of  the  other 
southern  States,  which  entertained ,  on  prin- 
ciple, strong  aversion  to  the  system;  yet 
they  were  compelled,  after  a  long  and 
stubborn  resistance,  to  yield  their  objec- 
tions, or  permit  their  circulation  to  be  fur- 
nished by  the  surrounding  States  at  the  ex- 
pense of  their  own  capital  and  commerce. 
The  same  cause  which  thus  compels  one 
State  to  imitate  the  example  of  another,  in 
introducing  the  system  from  self-defence, 
will  compel  the  other  States  in  like  man- 
ner and  from  the  same  cause,  to  enlarge 
and  give  increased  activity  to  the  banking 
operation,  whenever  any  one  of  the  States 
sets  the  example  of  so  doing  on  its  part; 
and  thus,  by  mutual  action  and  reaction, 
the  whole  system  is  rapidly  accelerated  to 
the  final  destiny  which  I  have  assigned. 

This  is  strikingly  exemplified  in  the  ra- 
pid progress  of  the  system  since  its  first 
introduction  into  our  country.  At  the 
adoption  of  our  Constitution,  a  period  of 
forty-five  years,  there  were  but  three  banks 
in  the  United  States,  the  amount  of  whose 
capital  I  do  not  now  recollect,  but  it  was 
very  small.  In  this  short  space  they  have 
increased  to  four  hundred  and  fifty,  witli  a 
capital  of  one  hundred  and  forty -five  mil- 
lions, as  has  already  been  stated— an  in- 
crease exceeding  nearly  a  hundred  fold 


the  proportionate  increase  of  our  wealth 
and  population,  as  great  as  they  have  been. 

But  it  is  not  in  numbers  only  that  they 
have  increased;  there  has  in  the  same  time 
been  a  rapid  advance  in  the  proportion 
which  their  notes  in  circulation  bear  to  the 
specie  in  their  vaults.  Some  twenty  or 
thirty  years  ago  it  was  not  considered  safe 
for  the  issues  to  exceed  the  specie  by  more 
than  two  and  a  half  or  three  for  one;  but 
now.  taking  the  whole,  and  including  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  with  the  State 
banks,  the  proportion  is  about  six  to  one; 
and,  excluding  that  bank,  it  would  very 
greatly  exceea  that  proportion.  This  in- 
crease of  paper  in  proportion  to  metal,  re- 
sults from  a  cause  which  deserves  much 
more  notice  than  it  has  heretofore  attract- 
ed'. It  originates  mainly  in  the  number  of 
the  banks.    I  will  proceed  to  illustrate  it. 

The  Senator  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Wright.)  in  assigning  his  reasons  for  be- 
lieving the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to 
be  more  dangerous  than  those  of  the 
States,  said  that  one  bank  was  more  dan- 
gerous than  many.  That,  in  some  respects, 
may  be  true;  but,  in  one,  and  that  a  most 
important  one,  it  is  strikingly  the  opposite; 
I  mean  in  the  tendency  of  the  system  to  in- 
crease. Where  there  is  but  one  bank,  the 
tendency  to  increase  is  not  near  so  strong 
as  where  there  are  many,  as  illustrated  in 
England,  where,  the  system  has  advanced 
much  less  rapidly,  in  proportion  to  the 
wealth  and  population  of  the  kingdom,  than 
in  the  United  States.  But  where  there  is  no 
limitation  as  to  their  number,  the  increase 
will  be  inevitable,  so  long  as  banking 
continues  to  be  among  the  most  certain,, 
eligible,  and  profitable  employment  of 
capital  as  is  now  the  case.  With  these 
inducements,  there  must  be  constant  ap- 
plication for  new  banks,  whenever  there  is 
the  least  prospect  of  profitable  employ- 
ment— banks  to  be  founded  mainly  on  no- 
minal and  fictitious  capital,  and  adding 
but  little  to  that  already  in  existence — 
and  with  our  just  and  natural  aversion 
to  monopoly,  it  is  difficult,  on  principles 
of  equality  and  justice,  to  resist  such  ap- 
plication. The  admission  of  a  new  bank 
tends  to  diminish  the  profits  of  the  old,  and 
between  the  aversion  of  the  old  to  reduce 
their  income,  and  the  desire  of  the  new  to 
acquire  profits,  the  result  is  an  enlargement 
of  discounts,  affected  by  a  mutual  spirit  of 
forbearance;  an  indisposition  on  the  part  of 
each  to  oppress  the  other;  and  finally,  the 
creation  or  a  community  of  feeling  to  stig- 
matize and  oppose  those,  whether  banks  or 
individuals,  who  demand  specie  in  payment 
of  their  notes.  This  community  of  feeling 
which  ultimately  identifies  the  whole,  as  a 
peculiar  and  distinct  interest  in  the  com- 
munity, increases  and  becomes  more  and 
more  intense  just  in  proportion  as  banks 
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multiply;  as  they  become,  if  I  may  use  the 
expression,  too  populous,  and  from  the  ores 
>ure  of  incr.asing  numbers,  in  maintaining 
their  existence,  there  results  a  correspond- 
ing increase  of  issues,  in  proportion  to  their 
means;  which  explains  the  present  extraor- 
dinary disproportion  between  specie  and 
notes,  in  those  States  where  banks  have 
been  most  multiplied;  equal  in  some  to  six- 
teen to  one.  There  results,  from  this'  state 
of  things,  some  political  considerations 
which  demand  the  profound  attention  of 
all  who  value  the  liberty  and  peace  of  the 
country. 

While  the  banking  system  rests  on  a 
solid  foundation,  there  will  be,  on  their 
part,  but  little  dependence  on  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  but  little  means  by  which 
the  Government  ean  influence  them,  and 
as  little  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
banks  to  be"  connected  with  it;  but  in  the 
progress  of  the  system,  when  their  number 
is  greatly  multiplied,  and  their  issues,  in 
proportion  to  their  means,  are  correspond 
ingly  increased,  the  condition  of  the  banks 
becomes  more  and  more  critical.  Every 
adverse  event  in  the  commercial  world ,  or 
political  movement  that  disturbs  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things,  agitates  and  endan- 
gers them.  They  become  timid,  and  anx- 
ious for  their  safety,  and  necessarily  court 
those  in  power,  in  order  to  secure  their 
protection.  Property  is,  in  its  nature,  ti- 
mid, and  seeks  protection,  and  nothing  is 
more  grateful  to  Government  than  to  be- 
come a  protector.  A  union  is  the  result; 
and  when  that  union  takes  place — when 
the  Government,  in  fact,  becomes  the  bank 
direction,  regulating  its  favors  and  accom- 
modation, the  downfall  of  liberty  is  at 
hand.  Are  there  not  indications  that  we  are 
not  far  removed  from  this  state  of  things? 
Do  we  not  behold  in  those  events  which 
have  so  deeply  agitated  us  within  the  last 
few  months,  and  which  have  interrupted 
all  the  business  transactions  of  this  com- 
munity, a  strong  tendency  to  this  union  on 
the  part  of  one  department  of  this  Govern- 
ment, and  a  portion  of  the  banking  sys- 
tem? Has  not  this  union  been,  in  fact, 
consummated  in  the  largest  and  most  com- 
mercial of  the  States?  What  is  the  safety 
fund  system  of  New  York  but  a  union  be- 
tween the  banks  and  the  State,  and  a  con- 
summation, by  law,  of  that  community  of 
feelingin  the  banking  system,  which  I  have 
attempted  to  illustrate;  the  object  of  which 
is  to  extend  their  discounts;  and  to  obtain 
which,  the  interior  banks  of  that  State  have 
actually  put  themselves  under  the  imme*- 
diate  protection  of  the  Government.  The 
effects  have  been  striking.  Already  have 
they  become  substantially  mere  paper  ma 
chines;  several  having  not  more  than  from 
one  to  two  cents  in  specie  to  the  dollar. 
when  compared  with  their  circulation;  and 


taking  the  aggregate,  their  average  con- 
dition will  be  found  to  be  but  little  bet- 
ter. I  care  not  (said  Mr.  C.)  whether  the 
present  commissioners  are  partisans  of  the 
present  State  administration  or  not;  or 
whether  the  assertion  of  the  Senator  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Wright,)  that  the  gov- 
ernment ol  the  State  has  not  interfered  in 
the  control  of  these  institutions  be  correct. 
Whether  it  has  taken  place  or  not,  inter- 
ference is  inevitable.  In  such  state  of 
weakness,  a  feeling  of  dependence  is  una- 
voidable, and  the  control  of  the  Govern- 
ment over  the  action  of  the  banks,  whene- 
ver that  control  shall  become  necessary  to 
subserve  the  ambition  or  the  avarice  of 
those  in  power,  is  certain. 

Such  is  the  strong  tendency  of  our  banks 
to  terminate  their  career  in  the  paper  sys- 
tem— in  an  open  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ment. Whenever  that  event  occurs,  the 
progress  to  convulsion  and  revolution  will 
be  rapid.  The  currency  will  become  lo- 
cal, and  each  State  will  have  a  powerful 
interest  to  depreciate  its  currency  more 
rapidly  than  its  neighbor,  as  the  means, 
at  the  same  time,  of  exempting  itself  from 
the  taxes  of  the  Government  and  drawing 
the  commerce  of  the  country  to  its  ports. 
This  was  strongly  exemplified  after  the 
suspension  of  specie  payment  during  the 
late  war,  when  the  depreciation  made  the 
moit  rapid  progress,  till  checked  by  the 
establishment  of  the  present  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  when  the  foreign  trade 
of  the  country  was  as  rapidly  converging 
to  the  point  of  the  greatest  depreciation, 
with  a  view  of  exemption  from  duties,  by 
paying '  in  the  debased  currency  of  the  * 
place. 

.  What,  then,  is  the  disease  which  afflicts 
the  system;  what  the  remedy;  and  what  the 
means  of  applying  it?  These  are  the  ques- 
tions whic  I  shall  next  proceed  to  cons.der. 
What  I  have  already  stated  points  out  the 
disease.  It  consists  in  a  great  and  growing 
disproportion  between  the  metallic  and  pa- 
per circulation  of  the  country,  effected 
through  the  instrumentality  of  the  banks, 
a  disproportion  daily  and  hourly  increasing 
under  the  impulse  of  most  powerful  causes, 
which  are  rapidly  accelerating  the  country 
to  that  state  of  convulsion  and  revolution 
which  I  have  indicated.  Th,e  remedy  is  to 
arrest  its  future  progress,  and  to  diminish 
the  existing  disproportion— to  increase  the 
metals  and  to  diminish  the  paper — advanc- 
ing till  the  currency  shall  be  restored  to  a 
sound,  safe,  and  settled  condition.  On 
these  two  points  all  must  be  agreed. — 
There  is  no  man  of  any  party  capable  of 
reflecting,  and  who  will  take  the  pains  to 
inform  himself,  but  must  agree  that  our 
currency  is  in  a  dangerous  condition,  and 
that  the  danger  is  increasing;  nor  is  there 
any  one  who  can  doubt  that  the  only  safe 
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and  effectual  remedy  is  to  diminish  the 
disproportion  to  which  I  have  referred.' — 
Here  the  extremes  unite — the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Benton,)  who  is  the 
open  and  avowed  advocate  of  a  pure  me- 
tallic currency,  and  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  Webster,)  who  stands 
here  as  the  able  and  strenuous  advocate  of 
the  banking  system,  are  on  this  point  unit- 
ed, and  must  move  from  it  in  the  same  di- 
rection, though  it  may  be  the  design  of  the 
one  to  go  through,  and  of  the  other  to  halt 
after  a  moderate  advance. 

There  is  another  point  in  which  all  must 
be  agreed;  that  the  remedy  must  be  gradu- 
al— the  change,  from  the  present  to  ano- 
ther and  sounder  coundition,  slow  and 
cautious.  The  necessity  for  this  results 
from  that  highly  delicate  nature  of  curren- 
cy which  I  have  already  illustrated.  Any 
sudden  and  great  change  from  our  present 
to  even  a  sounder  condition,  would  agitate 
and  convulse  society  to  the  centre.  On 
s  another  point  there  can  be  but  little  disa- 
greement. Whatever  may  be  the  different 
theoretical  opinions  of  the  members  of  the 
Senate,  as  to  the  extent  to  which  the  re- 
formation of  the  currency  should  be  car- 
ried, even  those  who  think  it  may  be  car- 
ried practically  and  safely  to  the  restora- 
tion of  a  metallic  currency,  to  the  entire 
exclusion  of  paper,  must  agree  that  the 
restoration  ought  not  to  be  carried  further 
than  a  cautious  and  a  slow  experience 
shall  prove  that  it  can  be  done,  consistent- 
ly with  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  in 
the  existing  fiscal  and  commercial  condi- 
tion of  the  world.  To  go  beyond  the  point 
to  which  experience  shall  show  it  is  proper 
•  to  go,  would  be  to  sacrifice  the  public  in- 
terest merely  to  a  favorite  conception. — 
There  may  be  ultimately  a  disagreement 
of  opinion  where  that  point  is,  but  since  all 
must  be  agreed  to  move  forward  in  the 
same  direction  and  at  the  same  pace,  let 
us  set  out  in  the  spirit  of  harmony  and 
peace,  though  we  intend  to  stop  at  differ- 
ent points.  It  may  be  that,  enlightened 
by  experience,  those  who  intended  to  stop 
at  the  nearest  point  may  be  disposed  to 
advance  farther,  and  that  those  who  in- 
tended the  farthest,  may  halt  on  this  side, 
so  that  finally  all  may  agree  to  terminate 
the  journey  together. 

This  brings  us  to  the  question  of  how 
shall  so  salutary  a  change  be  effected?' — 
What  the  means  and  the  mode  of  applica- 
tion? A  great  and  difficult  question,  on 
which  some  diversity  of  opinion  may  be 
expected. 

No  one  can  be  more  sensible  than  I  am 
of  the  responsibility  that  must  be  incurred 
.n  proposing  measures  on  questions  of  so 
much  magnitude,  and  which,  in  so  distract- 
ed a  state  of  the  public  mind,  must  effect 
seriously  great  and  influential  interests. — 


But  this  is  no  time  to  shun  responsibility. 
The  danger  is  great  and  menacing,  and 
delay  hazardous  if  not  ruinous.  While, 
however.  I  would  not  shun,  I  have  not 
sought  the  responsibility.  I  have  waited 
for  others,  and  had  any  one  proposed  an 
adequate  remedy,  I  would  have  remained 
silent.  And  here,  (said  Mr.  Calhoun,) 
let  me  express  the  deep  regret  which  1 
feel  that  the  administration,  with  all  that 
weight  of  authority  which  belongs  to  its 
power  and  immense  patronage,  had  not, 
instead  of  the  deposite  question,  which 
ha&  caused  such  agitation  and  distress, 
taken  up  the  great  subject  of  the  currency: 
examined  it  gravely  and  deliberately  in  all 
its  bearings;  pomted  out  its  diseased  condi 
tion;  designated  the  remedy,  and  proposed 
some  safe,  gradual,  and  eftectual  means  of 
applying  it.  Had  that  course  been  pursued, 
my  zealous  and  hearty  co-operation  would 
not  have  been  wanting.  Permit  me  also  to 
express  a  similar  regret,  that  the  adminis- 
tration having  failed  in  this  great  point  of 
duty,  the  opposition,  with  all  its  weight  and 
talents,  headed  on  this  question  by  the  dis- 
tinguished and  able  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, who  is  so  capable  of  comprehend- 
ing this  subject  in  all  its  bearings,  had  not 
brought  forward,  under  its  auspices,  some 
permanent  system  of  measures,  based  upon 
a  deliberate  and  mature  investigation  into 
the  cause  of  the  existing  disease,  and  cal- 
culated to  remedy  the  disordered  state  of 
the  currency.  What  might  have  been 
brought  forward  by  them  with  such  fair 
prospects  of  success,  has  been  thrown  on 
more  incompetent  hands;  unaided  by  pa- 
tronage or  influence,  saving  only  that  in- 
fluence which  truth,  clearly  developed, 
and  honestly  and  zealously  advanced,  may 
be  supposed  to  possess;  and  on  which  I 
must  wholly  rely. 

But  to  return  to  the  subject.  Whatever 
diversity  of  sentiment  there  may  be  as  to 
the  means,  on  one  point  all  must  be  agreed; 
nothing  effectual  can  be  done;  no  check 
interposed  to  restore  or  arrest  the  pro- 
gress of  the  system  by  the  action  of  the 
States.  The  reasons  already  assigned  to 
prove  that  banking  by  one  State  compels 
all  others  to  bank,  and  that  the  excess  of 
banking  in  one,  in  like  manner  compels 
all  others  to  like  excess,  equally  demon- 
strate that  it  is  impossible  for  the  States, 
acting  separately,  to  interpose  any  means 
to  prevent  the  catastrophe  which  cer- 
tainly awaits  the  system  and  perhaps 
the  Government  itself,  unless  the  great 
and  growing  clanger  to  which  I  refer  be 
timely  and  ^effectually  arrested.  There 
is  no  power  any  where,  but  in  this  Go 
vernment— tthe  joint  agent  of  all  the 
States,  and  through  which  the  concert 
of  the  action  of  the  whole  can  be  ef- 
fected, adequate  to  this  great  task.    The 
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responsibility  is  upon  us,  and  upon  us 
alone.  The  means,  if  means  there  be, 
must  be  applied  by  our  hands,  or  not  ap- 
plied at  all — a  consideration,  in  so  great  an 
emergency,  and  in  the  presence  of  such 
imminent  danger,  calculated,  I  would  sup- 
pose, to  dispose  all  to  co-operation,  and  to 
allay  every  party  feeling  in  the  heart  even 
of  the.  least  patriotic. 

What  means  do  we  possess,  and  how 
can  they  be  applied? 

If  the  entire  banking  system  was  under 
the  immediate  control  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment, there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
devising  a  safe  and  effectual  remedy  tore- 
store  the  equilibrium,  so  desirable  between 
the  specie  and  the  paper  which  compose 
our  currency.  But  the  fact  is  otherwise. 
With  the  exception  of  the  Bank  of  the  U. 
States,  all  the  other  banks  owe  their 
origin  to  the  authority  of  the  several  States, 
and  are  under  their  immediate  control, 
which  presents  the  great  difficulty  expe- 
rienced in  devising  the  proper  means  of  ef- 
fecting the  remedy,  which  all  feel  to  be  so 
desirable. 

Among  the  means  which  have  been  sug- 
gested, a  Senator  from  Virginia,  not  now 
a  member  of  this  body,  (Mr.  Rives,)  pro- 
posed to  apply  the  taxing  power  to  sup- 
press the  circulation  of  small  notes,  with 
a  view  of  diminishing  the  paper  and  in- 
creasing the  specie  circulation.  The  re- 
medy would  be  simple  and  effective,  but 
is  liable  to  great  objection.  The  taxing 
power  is  odious  under  any  circumstances; 
it  would  be  doubly  so  when  called  into  ex- 
ercise with  an  overflowing  treasury;  and 
still  more  so,  with  the  necessity  of  organ- 
izing an  expensive  body  of  officers  to  col- 
lect a  single  tax,  and  that  on  an  incon- 
siderable subject.  But  there  is  another, 
and  of  itself,  a  decisive  objection.  It  would 
be  unconstitutional — palpably  and  danger- 
ously so.  All  political  powers,  as  I  stated 
on  another  occasion,  are  trust  powers,  and 
limited  in  their  exercise  to  the  subject  and 
object  of  the  grant.  The  tax  power  was 
granted  to  raise  revenue  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  supplying  the  necessary  means  of 
carrying  on  the  operations  of  the  Govern- 
ment. To  pervert  this  power  from  the  ob- 
ject thus  intended  by  the  Constitution,  to 
that  of  repressing  the  circulation  of  bank 
notes,  would  be  to  convert  it  from  a  reve- 
nue into  a  penal  power — a  power  in  its  na- 
ture and  object  essentially  different  from 
that  intended  to  be  granted  in  the  Consti- 
tution; and  a  power,  which  in  its  full  ex- 
tension, if  once  admitted,  would  be  suffi- 
cient of  itaelf  to  give  an  entire  control  to 
this  Government  over  the  property  and  the 
pursuits  of  the  community,  and  thus  con- 
centrate and  consolidate  the  entire  power 
of  the  system  in  this  Government. 

Rejecting,  then,  the  taxing  power,  there 


remains  two  obvious  and  direct  means  in 
possession  of  the  Government  which  may 
be  brought  into  action  to  effect  the  object 
intended,  but  neither  of  which,  either 
separately  or  jointly,  are  of  sufficient  effi- 
cacy, however  indispensable  they  may  be 
as  a  part  of,  an  efficient  system  of  mea- 
sures, to  correct  the  present  or  repress  the 
growing  disorders  of  the  currency;  I  mean 
that  provision  in  the  Constitution  which 
empowers  Congress  to  coin  money,  regu- 
late the'value  thereof  and  of  foreign  com, 
and  the  power  of  prohibiting  any  thing  but 
the  legal  currency  to  be  received  either  in 
whole  or  in  part,  in  the  dues  of  the  Go- 
vernment. The  mere  power  of  coining 
and  regulating  the  value  of  coins,  of  itself, 
and  unsustained  by  any  other  measure, 
can  exercise  but  a  limited  control  over  the 
actual  currency  of  the  country,  and  is  in- 
adequate to  check  excess  or  correct  disor- 
der, as  is  demonstrated  by  the  present 
diseased  state  of  the  currency.  Congress 
has  had,  from  the  beginning,  laws  upon  the 
statute  books  to  regulate  the  value  of  the 
coins;  and  at  an  early  period  of  the  Go- 
vernment the  mint  was  erected,  and  has 
been  in  active  operation  ever  since;  and 
yet,  of  the  immense  amount  which  has 
been  coined  a  small  residue  only  remains 
in  the  country;  the  great  body  having  been 
expelled  under  the  operation  of  the  bank- 
ing system.  To  give  efficacy  to  this  pow- 
er, then,  some  other  must  be  combined 
with  it.  The  most  immediate  and  obvious 
is  that  which  has  been  suggested,  of  ex- 
cluding all  but  specie  in  the  receipts  of  the 
Government.  This  measure  would  be  ef- 
fectual to  a  certain  extent;  but  with  a  de- 
clining income,  which  must  take  place  un- 
der the  operation  of  the  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, to  adjust  the  tariff,  and  which  must 
greatly  reduce  the  revenue,  (a  point  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  the  reformation  and 
regeneration  of  our  institutions,)  the  effica- 
cy of  the  measure  must  be  corresponding- 
ly diminished.  From  the  nature  of  things, 
it  cannot  greatly  exceed  the  average  of  die 
Government  deposites,  which  I  hope  will 
before  many  years  be  reduced  to  the  smal- 
lest possible  amount,  so  as  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  the  recurrence  of  the  shameful 
and  dangerous  state  of  things  which  now 
exists,  and  which  has  been  caused  by  the 
vast  amount  of  the  surplus  revenue.^- 
But  there  is  in  my  opinion  a  strong, 
if  not  an  insuperable  objection  against 
resorting  to  this  measure,  resulting  from 
the  fact  that  an  exclusive  receipt  of 
specie  in  the  Treasury  would,  to  give  it 
efficacy  and  to  prevent  extensive  specula- 
tion and  fraud,  require  an  entire  disconnec- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Government  with 
the  banking  system  in  all  its  forms,  and 
a  resort  to  the  strong  box  as  the  means 
of  preserving  and  guarding  its  funds' — a 
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means,  if  practicable  at  all,  in  the  present 
state  of  things,  liable  to  the  objection  of  be- 
ing far  less  safe,  economical,  and  efficient 
than  the  present. 

What  then,  Mr.  C.  inquired,  what  other 
means  do  we  possess  of  sufficient  efficacy, 
in  combination  with  those  to  which  I  have 
referred,  to  arrest  the  farther  progress  and 
correct  the  disordered  state  of  the  curren- 
cy? This  is  the  deeply  important  question, 
and  here  some  division  of  opinion  must  be 
expected,  however  united  we  may  be,  as  I 
trust  we  are  thus  far,  on  all  other  points. 
I  intend  to  meet  this  question  explicitly 
and  directly,  without  reservation  or  con- 
cealment. 

After  a  fujji  survey  of  the  whole  subject, 
I  see  none,  I  can  conjecture  no  means  of 
extricating  the  country  from  its  present 
danger  and  to  arrest  its  farther  increase, 
but  a  bank — the  agency  of  which,  in  some 
form  or  under  some  authority,  is  indis- 
pensable. The  country  has  been  brought 
into  the  present  diseased  state  of  the  cur- 
rency by  banks,  and  must  be  extricated  by 
their  agency.  We  must,  in  a  word,  u'se  a 
bank  to  unbank  the  banks,  to  the  extent 
that  may  be  necessary  to  restore  a  safe  and 
stable  currency — just  as  we  apply  snow  to 
a  frozen  limb  in  order  to  restore  vitality 
and  circulation,  or  hold  up  a  burn  to  the 
flame  to  extract  the  inflammation.  All 
must  see  that  it  is  impossible  to  suppress 
the  banking  system  at  once.  It  must  con- 
tinue for  a  time.  Its  greatest  enemies,  and 
the  advocates  of  an  exclusive  specie  circu- 
lation, must  make  it  a  part  of  tlieir  system 
to  tolerate  the  banks  for  a  longer  or  a 
shorter  period .  To  suppress  them  at  once 
would,  if  it  were  possible,  work  a  greater 
revolution' — a  greater  change  in  the  relative 
condition  of  the  various  classes  of  the  com- 
munity, than  would  the  conquest  of  the 
country  by  a  savage  enemy.  What,  then, 
must  be  done?  I  answer,  a  new  and  safe 
system  must  gradually  grow  up  under  and 
replace  the  old — imitating,  in  this  respect, 
the  beautiful  process  wh.ch  we  sometimes 
see,  of  a  wounded  or  diseased  part  in  a  liv- 
ing organic  body,  gradually  superseded  by 
the  healing  process  of  nature. 

How  is  this  to  be  effected?  How  is  a 
bank  to  be  used  as  the  means  of  correcting 
the  excess  of  the  banking  system?  And 
what  bank  is  to  be  selected  as  the  agent  of 
effecting  this  salutary  change?  I  know,  said 
Mr.  C,  that  a  diversity  of  opinion  will  be 
found  to  exist  as  to  the  agent  to  be  selected, 
among  those  who  agree  on  every  other  point 
aiid  who,  in  particular,  agree  on  the  neces- 
sity of  using  some  bank  as  the  means  of  ef- 
fecting the  object  intended;  one  preferring 
a  simple  rechartcr  of  the  existing  bank' — 
another  the  charter  of  a  new  bank  of  the  U. 
States — a  third  a  new  bank  engrafted  upon 
the  old,  and  a  fourth  the  use  of  the  State 


banks  as  the  agent.  I  wish  (said  Mr.  C.) 
to  leave  all  these  as  open  questions;  to  be 
carefully  surveyed  and  compared  with  each 
other;  calmly  and  dispassionately,  without 
prejudice  to  party  feeling;  and  that  to  be 
selected  which,  on  the  whole,  shall  appear 
to  be  best — the  most  safe;  the  most  effi 
cient;  the  most  prompt  in  application;  and 
the  least  liable  to  constitutional  objection. 
It  would,  however,  be  wanting  in  candor 
on  my  part,  not  to  declare  that  my  impres- 
sion is,  that  a  new  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  engrafted  upon  the  old,  will  be 
found,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  to  combine  the  greatest  advantages, 
and  to  be  liable  to  the  fewest  objections: 
but  this  impression  is  not  so  firmly  fixed  as 
to  be  inconsistent  with  a  calm  review  of 
the  whole  ground,  or  to  prevent  my  yield- 
ing to  the  conviction  of  reason,  should  the 
result  of  such  review  prove  that  any  other 
is  preferable.  Among  its  peculiar  recom- 
mendations may  be  ranked  the  considera- 
tion, that  while  it  would  afford  the  means 
of  a  prompt  and  effectual  application  for 
mitigating  and  finally  removing  the  existing 
distress,  it  would  at  the  same  time  open  to 
the  whole  community  a  fair  opportunity  of 
participation  in  the  advantages  of  the  in- 
stitution, be  they  what  they  may. 

Let  us  then  suppose,  (in  order  to  illus- 
trate and  not  to  indicate  a  preference,) 
that  the  present  bank  be  selected  as  the 
agent  to  effect  the  intended  object.  What 
provisions  will  be  necessary?  I  will  sug- 
gest those  that  have  occurred  to  me,  main- 
ly, however,  with  a  view  of  exciting  the 
reflection  of  those  much  more  familiar  with 
banking  operations  than  myself,  and  who 
of  course,  are  more  competent  to  form  a 
correct  judgment  on  their  practical  effect. 

Let,  then,  the  bank  charter  be  renewed 
for  twelve  years  after  the  expiration  of 
the  present  term,  with  such  modifications 
and  limitations  as  may  be  judged  proper, 
and  that,  after  that  period,  it  shall  issue 
no  notes  under  ten  dollars;  that  Govern- 
ment shall  not  receive^n  its  dues  any  sum 
less  than  ten  dollars,  except  in  the  legal 
coins  of  the  United  States;  that  it  shall  not 
receive  in  its  dues  the  notes  of  any  bank 
that  issues  notes  of  a  denomination  less 
than  five  dollars:  and  that  the  United 
.States  Bank  shall  not  receive  in  payment, 
or  on  deposite,  the  notes  of  any  bank  whose 
notes  are  not  receivable  in  the  dues  of  the 
Government;  nor  the  notes  of  any  bank 
which  may  receive  the  notes  of  any  bank 
whose  notes  are  not  receivable  by  the  Go- 
vernment. At  the  expiration*of  six  years 
from  the  commencement  of  the  renewed 
charter,  let  the  bank  be  prohibited  from  is- 
suing any  note  under  twenty  dollars,  and 
let  no  sum  under  that  amount  be  received 
in  the  dues  of  the  Government,  except  in 
specie:  and  let  the  value  of  gold  be  raised 
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at  least  equal  to  that  of  silver,  to  take  ef- 
fect immediately,  so  that  the  country  may 
be  replenished  with  the  coin,  the  lightest 
and  the  most  portable  in  proportion  to  its 
value,  to  take  the  place  of  the  receding 
bank  notes.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to 
state,  that  at  present  the  standard  value  of 
gold  is  several  per  cent,  less  than  that  of 
silver,  the  necessary  effect  of  which  has 
been  to  expel  gold  entirely  from  our  circu- 
lation, and  thus  to  deprive  us  of  a  coin  so 
well  calculated  for  the  circulation  of  a  coun- 
try so  great  in  extent,  and  having  so  vast 
an  intercourse, commercial,  social,  and  po- 
litical, between  all  its  parts,  as  ours.-  As 
an  additional  recommendation  to  raise  its 
relative  value,  gold  has,  of  late,  become  an 
important  product  of  three  considerable 
States  of  the  Union — Virginia,  North  Ca- 
rolina, and  Georgia — to  the.  industry  of 
which,  the  measure  proposed  would  give  a 
strong  impulse,  and  which  in  turn  would 
greatly  increase  the  quantity  produced. 

Such  are  the  means  which  have  occurred 
to  me.  There  are  members  of  this  body 
far  more  competent  to  judge  of  their  prac- 
tical operation  than  myself,  and  as  my  ob- 
ject is  s.mply  to  suggest  them  for  their  re- 
flection, and  for  that  of  others  who  are  more 
familiar  with  this  part  of  the  subject,  I 
will  not  at  present  enter  into  an  inquiry  as 
to  their  efficiency,  with  a  view  of  determin- 
ing whether  they  are  fully  adequate  to  effect 
the  object  in  view  or  not.  There  are  doubt- 
less others  of  a  similar  description,  and  per- 
haps more  efficacious,  that  may  occur  to  the 
experienced ,  which  I  would  freely  embrace, 
as  my  object  is  to  adopt  the  best  and  most 
efficient.  And  it  may  be  hoped  that,  if 
on  experience  it  should  be  found  that  nei- 
ther these  provisions,  nor  any  other  in  the 
power  of  Congress,  are  fully  adequate  to 
effect  the  important  reform  which  I  have 
proposed,  the  co-operation  of  the  States 
may  be  afforded,  at  least  to  the  extent  of 
suppressing  the  circulation  of  notes  under 
five  dollars,  where  such  are  permitted  to 
be  issued  under  their  authority. 

I  omitted  in  the  proper  place  to  state  my 
reason  for  suggesting  twelve  vears  as  the 
term  for  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
bank.  It  appears  to  me  that  it  is  long 
enough  to  permit  the  agitation  and  distrac- 
tion which  now  disturbs  the  country  to  sub- 
side, while  it  is  sufficiently  short  to  enable 
us  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  full  benefit  of  the 
light  of  experience,  which  may  be  expected 
to  be  derived  from  the  operation  of  the  sys- 
tem under  its  new  provisions.  But  there  is 
another  reason  which  appears  to  me  to  be 
entitled  to  great  weight.  The  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  England  has  recently  been  renew- 
ed for  the  term  of  ten  years,  with  very  im- 
portant changes,  calculated  to  furnish  much 
experience  upon  the  nature  of  banking  ope- 
rations and  currency.    It  is  highly  desira- 


ble, if  the  bank  charter  should  be  renewed, 
or  a  new  bank  created,  that  we  should  have 
the  full  benefit  of  that  experience  before 
the  expiration  of  the  term,  which  would  be 
effected  by  fixing  the  period  for  the  time 
I  have  designated.  But  as  my  object  in 
selecting  the  recharter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  simply  to  enable  me  to 
present  the  suggestions  I  have  made,  in 
the  clearest  form,  and  not.  to  advocate  the 
recharter,  I  shali  omit  to  indicate  many 
limitations  and  provisions,  which  seem  to 
me  to  be  important  to  be  considered,  when 
the  question  of  its  permanent  renewal  is  pre- 
sented, should  it  ever  be.  Among  others, 
I  entirely  concur  in  the  suggestion  of  the 
Senator  from  Georgia,  of  fixing  the  rate 
of  interest  at  five  per  cent.j  a  suggestion 
of  the  very  highest  importance,  as  having  a 
most  important  bearing  on  the  value  of  pro- 
perty and  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  in 
every  branch  of  its  industry,  and  to  which 
but  one  objection  can,  in  my  opinion,  be 
presented;  I  mean  the  opposing  interest  of 
existing  .State  institutions,  all  of  which  dis- 
count at  higher  rates,  and  which  may  defeat 
any  measure  of  which  it  constitutes  a  part. 
In  addition,  1  will  simply  say,  that  I,  for 
one,  shall  feel  disposed  to  adopt  such  pro- 
visions as  are  best  calculated  to  secure  the 
Government  from  any  supposed  influence 
on  the  part  of  the  bank,  or  the  bank  from 
an  improper  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
Government ;  or  which  may  be  necessary 
to  protect  the  rights  or  interests  of  the 
States. 

Having  now  stated  the  measure  necessa- 
ry to  apply  the  remedy,  I  am  thus  brought 
to  the  question — can  the  measure  succeed? 
which  brings  up  the  inquiry  of  how  far  it 
may  be  expected  to  receive  the  support  of 
the  several  parties  which  compose  the  Se- 
nate, and  on  which  I  shall  next  proceed  to 
make  a  few  remarks. 

First,  then,  can  the  State  right  party  give 
it  their  support — that  party  ot  which  I  am 
proud  of  being  a  member,  and  for  which 
I  entertain  so  strong  an  attachment — the 
stronger  because  we  are  few  among  many. 
In  proposing  this  question,  I  am  not  igno- 
rant of  their  long  standing  constitutional 
objection  to  the  bank,  on  the  ground  that 
this  was  intended  to  be,  as  it  is  usually 
expressed,  a  hard  money  Government — a 
Government  whos^  circulating  medium  was 
intended  to  consist  of  the  precious  metals, 
and  for  which  object  the  power  of  coining 
money  and  regulating  the  value  thereof, 
was  expressly  conferred  by  the  constitu- 
tion. I  know  how  long  and  how  sincerely 
this  opinion  has  been  entertained,  and  un- 
der how  many  difficulties  it  has  been  main- 
tained. It  is  not  my  intention  to  attempt 
to  change  an  opinion  so  firmly  fixed,  but  I 
may  be  permitted  to  make  a  few  observa- 
tions, in  order  to  present  what  appears  to 
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me  to  be  the  true  question  in  reference  to 
this  constitutional  point — in  order  .that  we 
may  fully  comprehend  the  circumstances 
under  which  we  are  placed  in  reference  to 
it.  With  this  view,  I  do  not  deem  it  ne- 
cessary to  inquire  whether,  in  conferring 
the  power  to  coin  money  and  to  regulate 
the  value  thereof,  the  constitution  intended 
to  limit  the  power  strictly  to  coining  money 
and  regulating  its  value,  or  whether  it  in- 
tended to  confer  a  more  general  power  over 
the  currency;  nor  do  I  intend  to  inquire 
whether  the  word  coin  is  limited  simply  to 
the  metals,  or  may  be  extended  to  other 
substances,  it  through  a  gradual  change  they 
may  become  the  medium  of  the  general 
circulation  of  the  world.  I  pass  these 
points.  Whatever  opinion  there  may  be 
entertained  in  reference  to  them,  we  all 
must  agree,  as  a  fixed  principle  in  our  sys- 
tem of  thinking  on  constitutional  questions, 
that  the  power  under  consideration,  like 
other  political  powers,  is  a  trust  power,  and 
that  like  all  such  powers,  it  must  be  so  ex- 
ercised as  to  effect  the  object  of  the  trust  as 
far  as  it  may  be  practicable.  Nor  can  we 
disagree,  that  the  object  of  the  power  was 
to  secure  to  these  States  a  safe,  uniform, 
and  stable  currency.  The  nature  of  the 
power;  the  terms  used  to  convey  it;  the  his- 
tory of  the  times;  the  necessity,  with  the 
creation  of  a  common  Government,  ol  hav- 
ing a  common  and  uniform  circulating  me- 
dium; and  the  power  conferred  to  punish 
those  who,  by  counterfeiting,  may  attempt 
to  debase  and  degrade  the  coins  of  the  coun- 
try; all  proclaim  this  to  be  the  object. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  inquire  whether, 
admitting  this  to  be  the  object,  Congress  is 
not  bound  to  use  all  the  means  in  its  power 
to  give  this  safety,  this  stability,  this  uni- 
formity to  the  currency,  for  which  the  pow- 
er was  conferred — nor  to  inquire  whether 
the  States  are  not  bound  to  abstain  from 
acts  on  their  part,  inconsistent  with  these 
objects;  nor  to  inquire  whether  the  right  of 
banking,  on  the  part  of  a  State,  does  not 
directly,  and  by  immediate  consequence 
injuriously  affect  the  currency1 — whether 
the  effect  of  banking,  is  not  to  expel  the 
specie  currency,  which,  according  to  the 
assumption,  that  this  is  a  hard  money  go- 
vernment, it  was  the  object  of  the  Consti- 
tution to  furnish,  in  confewing  the  power 
to  coin  money;  or  whether  the  effect  of 
banking  does  not  necessarily  tend  to  di- 
minish the  value  of  a  specie  currency,  as 
certainly  as  clipping  or  reducing  its  weight 
would;  and  whether  it  has  not,  in  fact,  since 
its  introduction,  reduced  the  value  of  the 
coins  one  half.  Nor  do  I  intend  to  inquire 
whether  Congress  is  not  bound  to  abstain 
from  all  acts  on  its  part,  calculated  to  af- 
fect injuriously  the  specie  circulation,  and 
whether  the  receiving  of  any  thing  bul 
specie,  in  its  dues,  must  not  necessarily  so' 


affect  it  by  diminishing  the  quantity  in  cir- 
culation, and  depreciating  the  value  of  what 
remains.  All  these  questions  I  leave  open: 
I  decide  none  of  them.  There  is  one  how- 
ever, that  I  will  decide.  If  Congress  has 
a  right  to  receive  any  thing  else  than  specie 
in  its  dues,  they  have  the  right  to  regulate 
its  value;  and  have  a  right,  of  course,  to 
adopt  all  necessary  and  proper  means,  in 
the  language  of  the  Constitution,  to  effect 
the  object.  It  matters  not  what  they  re- 
ceive, tobacco  or  any  thing  else,  this  right 
must  attach  to  it.  I  do  not  affirm  the 
right  of  receiving,  but  I  do  hold  it  to  be 
incontrovertible  that,  if  Congress  were  to 
order  the  dues  of  the  Government  to  be 
paid,  for  instance,  in  tobacco,  they  would 
nave  the  right' — they  would  be  bound  to 
use  all  necessary  and  proper  means,  to  give 
it  a  uniform  and  stable  value;  inspections, 
appraisement,  designation  of  qualities,  and 
whatever  else  would  be  necessary  to  that 
object.  So,  on  the  same  principle,  if  they 
receive  bank  notes,  they  are  equally  bound 
to  use  all  means  necessary  and  proper,  ac- 
cording to  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  sub- 
ject, to  give  them  uniformity,  stability,  and 
safety.  The  very  receipt  of  bank  notes  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  in  its  dues, 
would,  it  is  conceded,  make  them  money, 
as  far  as  the  Government  may  be  concern- 
ed, and  by  a  necessary  consequence,  would 
make  them,  to  a  great  extent,  the  currency 
of  the  country.  I  say  nothing  of  the  posi- 
tive provisions  in  the  Constitution  which 
declare  that,  "all  duties,  imports,  and 
excises,  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the 
United  States,"  which  cannot  be,  unless 
that  in  which  theyare  paid, should  also  have, 
as  nearly  as  practicable,  a  uniform  value 
throughout  the  country.  To  effect  this, 
where  bank  notes  are  received,  the  bank- 
ing power  is  necessary  and  proper  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Constitution;  and  con- 
sequently, if  the  Government  has  the 
right  to  receive  bank  notes  in  its  dues,  the 
power  becomes  constitutional.  Here  lies, 
said  Mr.  C,  the  real  constitutional  ques- 
tion— has  the  Government  a  right  to  re- 
ceive bank  notes  or  not  ?  The  question  is 
not  upon  the  mere  power  of  incorporating; 
a  bank,  as  it  has  been  commonly  argued , 
though,  even  in  that  view,  there  would  be 
as  great  a  constitutional  objection  to  any 
act  on  the  part  of  the  Executive,  or  any 
other  branch  of  the  Government,  which 
should  unite  any  association  of  State  banks 
into  one  system,  as  the  means  of  giving  the 
uniformity  and  stability  to  the  currency 
which  the  Constitution  intends  to  confer. 
The  very  act  of  so  associating  or  incorpo- 
rating them  into  one,  by  whatever  name 
called,  or  by  whatever  department  per- 
formed, would  be  in  fact  an  act  of  incor- 
poration. 
But,  said  Mr.  Calhoun,  my  object,  as  I 
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haVe  stated,  is  not  to  discuss  the  constitu- 
tional Questions,  nor  to  determine  whether 
the  bank  be  constitutional  or  not.  It  is,  I 
repeat,  to  show  where  the  difficulty  lies — - 
a  difficulty  which  1  have  felt  from  the 
time  I  first  came  into  the  public  service. 
I  found  then,  as  now,  the  currency  of  the 
country  consisting  almost  entirely  of  bank 
notes.  I  found  the  Government  intimately 
connected  with  the  system,  receiving  bank 
notes  in  its  dues  and  paying  them  away 
under  its  appropriations  as  cash.  The 
fact  was  beyond  my  control;  it  existed 
long  before  my  time,  and  without  my  agen- 
cy; and  I  was  compelled  <  o  act  on  the  fact  as 
it  existed  without  decidingon  themany  ques- 
tions which  I  have  suggested,  as  connected 
with  this  subject,  and  on  many  of  which,  I 
have  never  yet  formed  a  definite  opinion. 
No  one  can  pay  less  regard  to  precedent 
than  I  do,  acting  here  in  my  representative 
and  deliberative  character,  on  legal  or  con- 
stitutional questions;  but  I  have  felt  from 
the  beginning  the  full  force  of  the  distinc- 
tion so  sensibly  taken  by  the  Senator  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Leigh,]  between  doing  and 
undoing  an  act,  and  which  he  so  strongly 
illustrated  in  the  case  of  the  purchase  of 
Louisiana.  The  constitutionality  of  that 
act  was  doubted  by  many  at  the  time,  and 
among  others  by  its  author  himself;  yet  he 
would  be  considered  a  madman  who,  com- 
ing into  political  life,  at  this  late  period, 
would  now  seriously  take  up  the  ques- 
tion of  the  constitutionality  of  the  pur- 
chase, and,  coming  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  was  unconstitutional,  should  propose  to 
rescind  the  act,  and  eject  from  the  Union 
two  flourishing  States,  and  a  growing 
Territory;  nor  would  it  be  an  act  of  much 
less  madness  thus  to  treat  the  question  of 
the  currency,  and  undertake  to  suppress 
the  system  of  bank  circulation,  which  has 
been  growing  up  from  the  beginning  of 
the  Government,  which  has  penetrated 
into  and  connected  itself  with  every 
branch  of  business  and  every  department 
of  the  Government,  on  the  ground  that 
the  constitution  intended  a  specie  circu- 
lation; or  who  would  treat  the  constitu- 
tional question  as  one  to  be  taken  up 
de  novo,  and  decided  upon  elementary 
principles,  without  reference  to  the  impe- 
rious state  of  facts. 

But  in  raising  the  question  whether  my 
friends  of  the  State  right  party  can  consis- 
tently vote  for  the  measure  which  I  have 
suggested,  I  rest  not  on  the  ground  that 
their  constitutional  opinion,  in  reference 
to  the  bank,  is  erroneous.  I  assume  their 
opinion  to  be  correct— J  place  the  argu- 
ment, not  on  the  constitutionality  on  un- 
constitutionality ?  but  on  wholly  different 
ground.  I  lay  it  down  as  an  uncontro- 
vertible principle,  that,  admitting  an  act  to 
be  unconstitutional,  but  of  such  a  nature 


that  it  cannot  be  reversed  at  once?  or  at 
least  without  involving  such  gross  injustice 
to  individuals  and  distress  to  the  commu- 
nity, that  it  cannot  be  justified:  we  may, 
under  such  circumstances,  vote  for  its  tem- 
porary continuance — for  undoing  gradual- 
ly, as  the  only  practicable  mode  of  ter- 
minating it,  consistently  with  the  strictest 
constitutional  objection.  The  act  of  the 
last  session,  adjusting  the  tariff,  furnishes 
an  apt  illustration.  All  of  us  believed  that 
measure  to  be  unconstitutional  and  op- 
pressive, yet  we  voted  for  the  act  without 
supposing  we  violated  the  constitution  in 
so  doing;  although  it  allowed  upward  of 
eight  years  for  the  termination  of  the  sys- 
tem, on  the  ground  that  to  reverse  it  at 
once,  would  spread  desolation  and  ruin  over 
a  large  partion  of  the  country.  I  ask  that 
the  principle  in  that  case  be  applied  to  this. 
It  is  equally  as  impossible  to  terminate, 
suddenly,  the  present  system  of  paper  cur- 
rency, without  spreading  a  desolation  still 
wider  and  deeper  over  the  face  of  the  coun- 
try. If  it  can  be  reversed  at  all — if  we  can 
ever  return  to  a  metallic  currency,  it  must 
be  by  gradually  undoing  what  we  have 
done,  and  to  tolerate  the  system  while  the 
process  is  going  on.  Thus,  the  measure 
which  I  have  suggested,  proposes  for  the 
period  of  twelve  years,  to  be  followed  up 
by  a  similar  process,  as  far  as  a  slow  and 
cautious  experience  shall  prove  we  may  go, 
consistently  with  the  public  interest,  even 
to  its  entire  reversal,  if  experience  shall 
prove  we  may  go  so  far,  which,  however,  I 
must  say,  I,  lor  one,  do  not  anticipate;  but 
the  effort,  if  it  should  be  honestly  com- 
menced and  pursued,  would  present  a  case 
every  way  parallel  to  the  instance  of  the 
tariff,  to  which  I  have  already  referred.  I 
go  farther,  and  ask  the  question,  can  you, 
consistency  with  your  obligation  to  the 
constitution,  refuse  to  vote  for  a  measure, 
if  intended,  in  good  faith,  to  effect  the  ob- 
ject already  stated?  Would  not  a  refusal  to 
vote  for  the  only  means  of  terminating  it, 
consistently  with  justice,  and  without  in- 
volving the  horror  of  revolution,  amount  in 
fact  and  in  all  its  practical  consequences  to 
a  vote  to  perpetuate  a  state  of  things,  which 
all  must  acknowledge  to  be  eminently  un- 
constitutional and  highly  dangerous  to  the 
liberty  of  the  country  ? 

But  I  know  that  it  will  be  objected,  that 
the  constitution  ought  to  be  amended,  and 
the  power  conferred  in  express  terms.  I 
feel  the  full  force  of  the  objection.  I  hold  the 
position  to  be  sound,  that  when  a  constitu- 
tional question  has  been  agitated,  involving 
the  powers  of  the  Government,  which  ex- 
perience shall  prove  cannot  be  settled  by 
reason,  as  is  the  case  of  the  bank  question, 
those  who  claim  the  power  ought  to  abandon 
it,'or  obtain  an  express  grant  by  an  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution;  and  yet,  even 
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with  this  impression,  I  would  at  the  present 
time  feel  much,  if  not  insuperable  objection, 
to  vote  for  an  amendment,  till  an  effort 
shall  be  fairly  made>  in  order  to  ascertain 
to  what  extent  the  power  might  be  dispen- 
sed with,  as  I  have  proposed.  I  hold  it  a 
sound  principle,  that  no  more  power  should 
be  conferred  upon  the  General  Government 
than  is  indispensable;  and  if  experience 
shall  prove  that  the  power  of  banking 
is  indispensable,  as  I  believe  it  to  be,  in  the 
actual  condition  of  the  currency  of  this 
country  and  of  the  world  generally,  I  should 
even  then  think  that  whatever  power  ought 
to  be  given,  should  be  given  with  such  res- 
trictions and  limitations  as  would  limit  it  to 
the  smallest  amount  necessary,  and  guard 
it  with  the  utmost  care  against  abuse.  As 
it  is,  without  farther  experience,  we  are 
at  a  loss  to  determine  how  little  or  how 
much  will  be  required  to  correct  a  disease 
which  must,  if  not  corrected,  end  in  con- 
vulsions and  revolution,  I  consider  the 
whole  subject  ot  banking  and  credit  as  un- 
dergoing at  this  time,  throughout  the  civil- 
ized world,  a  progressive  change,  of  which 
I  think  I  perceive  many  indications. — 
Among  the  changes  in  progression,  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  there  is  a  strong  tendency  in 
the  banking  system  to  resolve  itself  into 
two  parts — one  becoming  a  bank  of  circu- 
lation and  exchange,  for  the  purpose  of 
regulating  and  equalizing  the  circulating 
medium,  and  the  other  assuming  more  the 
character  of  private  banking,  of  which, 
separation  there  are  indications  in  the  ten- 
dency of  the  English  system,  particularly 
perceptible  in  the  late  modifications  of  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  England.  In  the 
meantime,  it  would  be  wise  in  us  to  avail 
ourselves  of  the  experience  of  the  next  few 
years,  before  any  change  be  made  in  the 
constitution,  particularly  as  the  course 
which,  it  seems  to  me,  it  would  be  advisa- 
ble to  pursue,  would  be  the  same  whether 
the  power  be  expressly  conferred  or  not. 

I  next  address  myself  to  the  members  of 
the  opposition,  who  principally  represent 
the  commercial  and  manufacturing  portions 
of  the  country,  where  the  banking  system 
has  been  the  farthest  extended,  and  where 
a  larger  portion  of  the  property  exists  in 
the  shape  of  credit  than  in  any  other  section; 
and  to  whom  a  sound  and  stable  currency 
is  most  necessary,  and  the  opposite  most 
dangerous.  You  have  no  constitutional  ob- 
jection— to  you  it  is  a  mere  question  of  ex- 
pediency; viewed  in  this  light  can  you  vote 
ior  the  proposed  measure?  A  measure  de- 
signed to  arrest  the  approach  of  events 
which  I  eave  demonstrated,  must,  if  not 
arrested,  create  convulsions  and  revolu- 
tions; and  to  correct  a  disease  which  must, 
if  not  corrected,  subject  the  currency  to 
continued  agitations  and  fluctuations;  and 
in  order  to  give  that  permanence,  stability, 


and  uniformity,  which  is  so  essential  to  your 
safety  and  prosperity.  To  effect  this,  may 
require  some  diminution  "on  the  profits  of 
banking;  sonie  temporary  sacrifice  of  in- 
terest; but  if  such  should  be  the  fact,  it 
will  be  compensated  iif  more  than  a  hun- 
dred fold  proportion,  by  increased  securi- 
ty and  durable  prosperity.  If  the  system 
must  advance  in  the  present  course  without 
a  check,  and  if  explosion  must  follow,  re- 
member that  where  you  stand  will  be  the 
crater' — should  the  system  quake,  under 
your  feet  the  chasm  will  open  that  will  en- 
gulf your  institutions  and  your  prosperity. 

Can  the  friends  ol  the  administration  vote 
for  this  measure?  If  I  understand  their 
views,  as  expressed  by  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  benind  me,  [Mr.  Benton,]  and 
the  Senator  from  N.  York,  [Mr.  Wright,] 
and  other  distinguished  members  of  the 
party,  and  the  views  of  the  President,  as 
expressed  in  reported  conversations,  I  see 
not  how  they  can  reject  the  measure.  They 
profess  to  be  the  advocates  of  a  metallic 
currency.  I  propose  to  restore  it  by  the 
most  effectual  measures  that  can  be  devi- 
sed; gradually  and  slowly,  and  to  the  extent 
that  experience  may  show  that  it  can  be 
done  consistently  with  a  due  regard  to  the ' 
public  interest.  Farther,  no  one  can  de- 
sire to  go.  If  the  means  I  propose,  are  not 
the  best  and  most  effectual,  let  better  and 
more  effectual  be  devised.  If  the  process 
which  I  propose  be  too  slow  or  too  fast,  let 
it  be  accelerated  or  retarded.  Permit  me 
to  add  to  these  views,  what,  it  appears  to 
me.  those  whom  I  address  ought  to  feel 
with  deep  and  solemn  obligation  of  duty. 
They  are  the  advocates  and  the 'supporters 
of  the  administration.  It  is  now  conceded, 
almost  universally,  that  a  rash  and  precipi- 
tate act  of  the  Executive,  to  speak  in  the 
mildest  terms,  has  plunged  this  country 
into  deep  and  almost  universal  distress. 
You  are  the  supporters  of  this  measure — 
you  personally  incur  the  responsibility  by 
that  support.  How  are  the  consequences 
of  this  act  to  terminate?  Do  you  see  the 
end?  Can  things  remain  as  they  are,  with 
the  currency  and  the  treasury  of  the  coun- 
try under  the  exclusive  control  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive? And  by  what  scheme,  what  de- 
vise, do  you  propose  to  extricate  the  coun- 
try and  the  constitution  from  their  present 
dangers? 

I  have  now  said  what  I  intended.  I  have 
pointed  out  without  reserve  what  I  believe 
in  my  conscience  to  be  for  the  public  in- 
terest. May  what  1  have  said  be  received 
as  favorably  as  is  the  sincerity  with  which  it 
has  beeen  uttered.  In  conclusion,  I  have 
but  to  add,  that,  if  what  I  have  said,  shall  in 
any  degree  contribute  to  the  adjustment  of 
this  question,  which  I  believe  cannot  be 
left  open  without  imminent  danger,  I  shall 
rejoice;  but  if  not,  I  shall  at  least  have 
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the  consolation  of  having    discharged  my 
duty. 

Mr.  BENTON  addressed  the  Senate  after  Mr. 
Calh"un,  till  he  hour  of  adjournment,  when 
he  had  not  concluded. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRKSENTATIVES. 

Mr.  ELISHA  WHITTLESEY  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims  reported  unfavorably  on 
the  petition  of  James  Dermot. 

Mr.  GRENNEL,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  unfavorably  on  the  petition  of 
Horatio  Tilden. 

Mi*.  PARKER, from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  unfavorably  on  the  petition  of 
Lieut.  Jonathan  D.  Ferris. 

Mr.  CHANEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Inval- 
id Pensions,  reported  unfavorably  on  the  cases 
of  James  K.  Higijins,  William  D.  White,  J.  G. 
Odall,  and  John  Taylor. 

Mr.  McKIM,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  unfavorably  on  the  petition 
of  ThomasSandford. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  re  ported  unfavorably  on  the  case  of 
John  P.  Schuyler. 

AD  of  which  unfavorable  reports  were  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  GRENNELL,  from  the  Committee  cf 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard 
Hardenty,  which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid. 
Pensions,  made  reports  on  the  cases  of  John  F. 
Wiley  and  George  Field,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
granting  a  pension  to  said  Wiley,  and  increasing 
the  pension  of  said  Field — which  bill  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions,  was  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  petition  of  Frederick 
Sammons,  and  leave  given  to  withdraw  the 
same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHILTON,  the'Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions  was  discharged  from'  the 
further  consideration  of  the  case  of^Hartwell 
Miles,  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ASHLEY,  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House,  to  which  is  committed  the 
bill  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland  Road 
from  the  River  Mississippi  to  the  city  of  Jefier- 
son,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  the  bill  for 
the  survey  and  location  of  the  Cumberland  load 
from  Vandalia,  in  the  State  of  Illinois  to  the  Ri- 
ver Mississippi,  was  discharged,  and  the  said 
bill  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAWKINS, 

Res'ilved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Claims  be  instructed  >o  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  gi  anting  to  the  heirs  or  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Captain  Jacob  Turner,  the  pay  or 
commutation  to  which  the  said  Turner  was  en- 
titled at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  BURGES  again  spoke  on  the  resolution 
submitted  by  Mr.  Mardis,  after  which 

The  House  passed  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
which  was 


THE  BANK  DEPOSITE   QUESTION. 

The  House  having  passed  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  which  was  the  consideration  of  'he  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  — 

Mr.  GILMER,  of  Geo.  addressed  the  House 
in  substance  as  follows:  He  said  that  the  inte- 
rest excited  by  the  importance  of  the  subject 
under  consideration,  was  not  confined  to  the 
great  commercial  cities,  or  to  particular  sec- 
tions of  the  country;  it  was  felt  everywhere. 
His  situation,  in  reference  to  the  subjec',  was 
peculiar.  He  should  vote  against  the  restora- 
tion of  the  deposites,  for  reasons  essential!}  dif- 
ferent from  those  which  had  been  assigned  by 
others  for  giving  the  same  vote.  It  was,  there- 
fore, due  to  the  members  of  the  House, and  still 
more  to  his  constituents;  he  felt  it  to  be  due 
to  himself,  to  state  explicitly  the  reasons  which 
directed  his  own  course.  ■  And  here,  in  the  out- 
set of  his  remarks,  he  must,  he  said,  enter  his 
decided  protest  against  the  manner  in  which 
the  discussion  had  been  conducted.  Instead  of 
inquiring  whether  the  plighted  faith  ot  the  Go- 
vernment required  the  restoration  of  the  depo- 
sites to  the  U.  States  Bank,  or  the  propriety  of 
designating  by  law  the  State  banks  which  should 
be  the  depository  of  the  public  money,  (and 
these  had  been  the  only  resolutions  upon  the 
subject  of  the  deposites  which  have  been  be- 
fore the  House,)  the  debate  had  been  almost 
exclusively  directed  to  the  conduct  of  the  Pre- 
sident in  removing  one  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry and  appointing  another.  The  most  animated 
appeals  had  been  made  to  the  passions  of  the 
people  and  their  party  prejudices.  The  Presi- 
dent had  been  called  a  tyrant  and  usurper  on  one 
side,  and  hero  and  patriot  on  the  other.  The 
natural  consequence  had  followed:  the  public 
judgment  had  been  formed  upon  the  conduct  of 
the  President,  instead  of  the  conduct  of  the 
bank;  and  upon  the  power  of  the  President  to 
remove  public  officers,  instead  ©f  the  power  of 
Congress  to  direct  the  place  where  the  public 
money  should  be  kept.  He  admitted  that  the 
power  of  removal  from  office  by  the  President, 
as  well  as  the  abuse  of  that  power,  were  ques- 
tions of  great  importance,  and  deserved  to  be 
deliberately  investigated  by  Congress ;  but 
most  assuredly,  he  said,  the  present  was  not  the 
proper  time  for  that  investigation,  wtien  the  de- 
cision would  necessarily  be  influenced,  if  not 
coni  rolled,  by  the  party  character  which  had 
been  given  to  the  particular  case  in  which  the 
power  had  been  exercised.  But  what  he  par- 
ticularly objected  to,was,that  the  power  of  Con- 
gress over  the  public  money  should  be  made  to 
depend  in  any  degrc  e,  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
President. 

Mr.  G.  said,  that  there  was  one  subject  not 
directly  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  but  close- 
ly connected  with  them,  which  he  considered 
I  so  important,  that  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
express  his  opinions  in  relation  to  it.  He  allu- 
I  ded  t  >  the  removal  of  the  public  money  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States ,  which  had  been 
I  deposited  there,  before  the  ordtr  of  the  Secre- 
I  tary  of  the  Treasury  directed  that  the  United 
'  Stales  Bank  should  cease   to  be'  the  place  of 
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public  deposite.  He  was  of  the  opinion,  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  no  authority, 
either  by  law  or  the  Constitution,  to  withdraw 
that  money  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  power  to  change  the  place  of  the  public 
deposite,  he  said,  was  very  different  from  the 
power  to  remove  the  public  money  from  the 
place  in  which  it  was  deposited  by  law. 

Mr.  G.  then  proceeded  to  inquire  into  the 
extent  of  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  pub- 
lic money,  and  whether  any  contract  had  been 
made  between  the  Government  and  the  bank, 
by  which  the  bank  was  entitled,  as  a  matter  of 
right,  to  the  public  deposites.  He  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  counter  reports, 
which  had  been  submitted  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  The  report  of  the  majority 
of  that  committee  stated  that,  "so  far  as  regards 
Congress,  the  contract  is  absolute  that  the  de- 
posites shall  be  made  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  no  shadow  of  authority  is  reserved 
1o  them  otherwise  to  order  and  direct;  Congress 
had  divested  itself  of  all  the  power  over  the  de- 
posites, unless  the  Secretary  should  first  issue 
his  order  for  removal."  The  minority  of  the 
committee  asserted  that  the  law  creating  the 
bank  was  a  contract  between  the  Government 
and  the  bank;  that  the  publicdeposite  was  one  of 
the  exclusive  privileges  and  benefits  conferred 
upon  the  bank  by  the  charter,  for  which  the  bank 
had  paid  to  the  Government  the  bonus  of  gl, 500, 
000.  He  said  that  the  report  of  the  majority, 
was  obviously  an  effort  to  support  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  in  all  the  reasons  he  had  as- 
signed to  Congress  for  the  removal  of  the  de- 
positesi  whilst  that  of  the  minority  labored  e- 
qually  hard  to  prove,  that  the  removal  of  the 
deposites  was  in  violation  of  the  chartered 
rights  ot  the  bank. 

Mr.  G.  said,  that  he  considered  the  positions 
a  sumed  by  both  report*,  to  be  eqally  errone- 
ous. Ite  denied  that  the  public  money  had 
been  placed  in  the  bank  in  consequence  of  a 
right  to  its  possession,  which  the  bank  had  ac- 
quired by  contract  with  the  Government.  He 
said  that  it  was  generally  admitted,  by  those 
who  were  the  advocates  for  the  bank,  that  the 
Government  had  no  power  to  create  the  bank, 
but  as  the  necessary  means  for  executing  some 
of  its  expressly  granted  powers.  The  law  cre- 
ating the  bank  had,  therefore,  two  objects:  one 
to  confer  exclusive  privileges  and  benefits  upon 
the  stockholders;  the  other,  to  obtain  for  the 
Government  some  public  benefit.  So  far  as  the 
law  made  the  stockholders  an  artificial  being, 
and  conferred  upon  it  the  appropriate  power* 
of  a  bank,  it  was  a  private  law;  so  far  as  it  made 
the  bank  the  depository  of  the  public  money, 
and  provided  through  it  for  the  transfer  of  the 
public  money  from  place  to  place,  it  was  a  pub- 
lic law.  The  Government  had  no  right  to  alter 
or  take  from  the  bank  the  exclusive  privileges 
and  benefits  which  were  conferred  upon  it  by 
the  charter;  but  it  had  the  power  to  alter  that 
part  of  the  law  which  was  in' ended  for  the  ben 
efitofthe  Government,  so  as  to  make  it  accom- 
plish the  object  designed.  The  advantages  to 
be  secured  to  the  Government  by  the  law  crea- 


ting the  banic,  were  to  provide  a  proper  depos- 
itory for  the  money  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  means  of  transferring  that  money  to  what- 
ever place  ttie  exigencies  of  the  Government 
might  require.  Indeed,  unless  these,  or  some 
other  public  purposes,  were  the  necessary  and 
proper  objects  to  be  executed  by  the  law  crea- 
ting the  bank,  that  law  was  unconstitutional,  ac- 
cording to  the  opinions  of  ttte  advocates  of  the 
bank. 

Those  who  considered  that  the  bank  was  en- 
titled, by  contract,  to  the  public  deposites,  in- 
ferred the  existence  of  that  contract  from  the 
bonus  of  $1,500,000,  which  the  bank  had  paid 
to  the  Government,  for  the  exclusive  privilege 
and  benefits  conferred  upon  it  by  the  law  of  its 
incorporation.  That  inference,  however,  dis- 
regarded what  had  been  clearly  shown  to  be 
true,  that  the  public  money  was  deposited  in 
the  bank,  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  bank,  but 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Government. — That  in- 
ference did  not  follow  from  the  premises,  Mr. 
G-  said,  for  another  reason.  The  control  of  the 
public  money  was  a  trust,  which  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  part  with;  which  it  had  no  pow- 
er or  right  to  sell  to  the  bank  or  other  corporate 
body,  or  to  any  individual.  The  depository  of 
the  public  money  must,  like  the  money  itself, 
be  kept  continually  within  the  controlling  pow- 
er of  the  laws,.  For  what,  then,  it  was  asked, 
did  the  bank"  pay  the  bonus  of  $1,500,000? 
He  answered  in  the  words  of  the  law,  for  the 
exclusive  privileges  and  benefits  conferred  up- 
on it  by  the  law  of  its  incorporation.  What 
were  those  exclusive  privileges  and  benefits? 
Its  corporate  existence  for  twenty  years,  with 
the  right  to  establish  branches  in  the  States, 
exempt  from  their  authority;  to  have  a  capital 
of  thirty-five  millions;  the  right  to  hold  proper- 
ty, including  its  capital,  to  the  amount  of  fifty- 
five  millions;  the  right  to  discount  notes,  with 
the  faith  of  the  Government  pledged,  that  no 
other  bank  should  be  chartered  during  its  ex- 
istence; and  that  its  notes  should  be  received  in 
payment  of  all  public,, dues,  until  otherwise  di- 
rected by  law.  The  price  paid  by  the  bank  for 
these  privileges,  was  exceedingly  cheap.  The 
Government  could  now  obtain,  for  the  same 
privileges  and  benefits,  five  times  the  price 
paid  by  the  bank. 

If  it  would  have  been  a  violation  of  the  trust 
delegated  to  Congress  to  have  sold  to  the  bank 
the  possession  of  the  public  money;  if  the  bank 
was  made  the  depository  of  the  money  of  the 
United  Slates,  for  public  purposes,  and  not 
for  the  benefits  of  the  bank;  if  the  bonus  paid 
by  the  bank  was  a  very  small  consideration  for 
the  extensive  privileges  and  benefits  conferred 
upon  it— then  the  infeience  was  irresistible, 
that  the  bank  was  not  entitled,  by  contract,  to 
be  the  depository  of  the  money  of  the  United 
States. 

But,  said  Mr.  G.,  what  kind  of  a  contract  was 
that,  the  benefits  of  which  could  be  taken  away 
from  the  party  paying  for  it,  by  the  party  re- 
ceiving the  pay,  at  any  time,  without  conditions, 
and  without  the  consent  of  the  other  party? 
These  charges  of  violated  rights,  and  plighted 
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faith,  and  broken  contracts,  brought  against  the 
Government  by  the  bank,  and  sustained  by  its 
advocates,  could  not  be  used,  and  would  nol 
have  been  listened  to  lor  a  moment,  but  thai 
all  the  elements  of  party  strife  and  discord,  had 
been  mingled  together,  to  conceal  the  truth 
from  the  public  eye.  Mr.  G.  said,  that  he  had 
been  thus  particular  upon  the  subject  of  the 
right  set  up  by  the  bank  and  its  advocates  to 
the  possession  of  the  public  money  by  contract, 
because  he  would  not  permit  himself  to  discuss 
the  propriety  of  doing  any  thing,  which  the 
obligations  of  contract  and  common  honesty  re- 
quired to  be  done.  Neither  did  he  think,  that 
so  sacred  a  princ  pie  should  have  been  called  in 
to  aid  such  an  unfounded  assumption. 

Another  argument  had  been  used  for  the 
purpose  of  enlarging  the  rights  of  the  bank, 
which,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  had  been  surprised  to 
hear  addressed  to  the  American  Congress.  Pub- 
lic feeling  had  been  attempted  to  be  excited, 
by  dwelling  on  the  sacredness  of  chartered 
rights.  The  House  had  been  solemnly  warned 
against  trifling  with  what  was  so  dear  to  the 
people  of  this  country.  It  had  been  said  that, 
in  interpreting  the  grant  by  which  chartered 
rights  were  secured,  the  law  was  to  receive  the 
most  liberal  construction.  Mr.  G.  said,  that  no 
portion  of  the  history  of  human  society  was 
more  replete  with  interesting  and  instructive 
matter,  than  the  origin,  progress,  and  general 
effect  of  chartered  institutions.  They  had 
their  origin  in  Europe,  when  the  feudal  system 
had  rendered  the  people  abject  slaves  to  the 
crown,  the  nobility  and  the  church.  They  were 
the  means  by  which  the  people  reacquired 
some  portion  of  their  natural  rights,  by  which 
society  was  improved,  and  many  of  the  abuses 
of  the  Government  reformed.  The  friends  of 
liberty  had  therefore,  in  every  part  of  Europe, 
endeavored  to  enlarge  the  sphere  of  chartered 
privileges.  Emigrants  from  Europe,  and  espe- 
cially t  he  colonists  of  this  country,  who  were 
generally  the  ardent  lovers  of  freedom,  brought 
with  them  the  most  sacred  regard  for  those  pri- 
vileges; and,  in  most  of  the  colonies,  obtained 
some  security  for  their  enjoyment  by  grants 
from  the  Crown.  The  Revolution  effected  an 
entire  change  in  the  whole  order  of  things.  By 
that  great  event,  the  people  were  restored  to 
all  their  natural  rights.  The  Government  which 
they  established,  was  founded  upon  the  princi- 
ple, tViat  all  its  citizens  were  equally  free,  and 
entitled  to  equal  privileges.  Under  such  a  Go- 
vernment, exclusive  privileges  ceased  to  be  ob- 
jects of  popular  regard.  Grants  of  corporate 
powers  became  monopolies.  They  were  Stric- 
ti  Juris,  because  they  derogated  from  common 
right.  The  construction  of  such  grants,  in- 
stead of  being,  as  formerly,  exceedingly  liberal 
in  favor  of  natural  right,  and  against  the  abso- 
lute power  of  the  Government,  had  become 
strict,  because  they  detracted  from  common 
right  in  a  Government  where  it  was  intended 
that  the  s:mie  advantages  should  be  enjoyed  by 
all.  Chartered  rights,  derived  through  bank- 
ing corporations,  so  far  therefore  from  being 
considered  peculiarly  sacred  and  entitled  to  an 


enlarged  construction,  ought  to  be  strictly  lim- 
ited to  the  privileges  expressly  granted. 

Mr.  G.  saidf  that  the  next  object  would  be,  to 
demonstrate  that  the  public  deposites  ought  not 
to  be  restored  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
Before  he  proceeded  to  do  this,  he  would  say 
something  upon  the  subject  of  their  removtfl. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  G.  said,  was, 
as  an  officer  of  the  Government,  directed,  by 
the  law  creating  the  bank,  to  exercise  his  dis- 
cretion in  changing  the  place  of  the  public  depo- 
sites ;  and  that  discretion,  like  every  other  duty 
imposed  upon  the  officers  of  the  Government, 
derived  its  authority  from  the  power  of  Congress 
over  the  subject.  It  was  given  to  the  Secretary, 
without  doubt,  because  the  bank  was  incorpo- 
rated solely  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  Trea- 
sury Department  in  executing  its  appropriate 
duties ;  and  because,  from  the  weekly  returns 
made  to  him,  and  other  means  which  he  had  of 
knowing  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  bank,  he 
was  best  enabled  to  judge  whether  it  answered 
the  object  of  its  creation. 

It  had  been  contended,  by  all  who  were  oppo- 
sed to  the  removal  of  the  deposites  from  the  bank, 
that  the  sole  ground  on  which  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  could  justify  the  act,  was,  that  the 
public  money  was  unsafe  in  the  bank;  The 
safety  of  the  public  money,  he  said,  was  not 
even  the  principal  reason  for  using  the  bank  for 
its  deposite.  The  truth  of  that  matter  was  upon 
the  surface.  Gentlemen  appeared  to  have  been 
literally  diving  after  it  in  a  well.  If  safety  had 
been  the  sole  reason  for  placing  the  public  money 
in  the  bank,  it  might  have  been  permitted  to  re- 
main in  the  hands  of  the  collectors  or  receivers, 
or  placed  in  the  treasury,  where  money  had 
never  yet  been  placed.  The  money  was  put 
into  the  bank,  he  said,  in  order  that  it  might  b« 
transferred  with  facility  to  every  part  of  the 
country  where  the  public  service  required  its 
employment,  and  for  the  purpose  of  lessening 
the  burdens  of  taxation  upon  the  people,  by  return- 
ing it  into  circulation  through  the  discounts  of 
the  bank,  and  thereby  promoting  industry  and 
advancing  the  wealth  of  the  people. 

It  was  no  part  of  his  intention,  Mr.  G.  said,  to 
discuss  the  sufficiency  of  the  reasons  of  the  Se- 
cretary for  changing  the  place  of  the  public  de- 
posites. He  differed  with  him  as  to  the  suffi- 
ciency of  all  the  reasons  which  he  had  assigned, 
except  that  which  charged  the  bank  with  produc- 
ing commercial  embarrassment  by  withholding 
the  accommodations  from  the  people,  which  the 
possession  of  the  public  deposites  enabled  it  to 
give.  The  House  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
conduct  of  the  Secretary,  unless  a  charge  of  offi- 
cial misconduct  should  be  made  the  subject  of 
special  investigation.  The  depository  of  the 
public  money  had  been  changed,  in  pursuance  of 
the  discretion  given  by  law  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  The  question  for  the  determina- 
tion of  Congress  was  not  whether  the  Secretary 
had  done  right,  but  what  the  public  interest  re- 
quired that  Congress  should  now  do  with  the 
public  money.  It  had  become  the  duty  of  Con- 
gress, in  the  exercise  of  its  undoubted  and  entire 
control  over  the  disposition  of  the  public  money, 
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to  express  its  will  distinctly  as  to  the  place  of  its 
deposite.  Ought  that  place,  said  Mr.  G.,  to  be 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States?  Upon  the  deci 
eion  of  that  question  by  Congress,  and  the  man- 
'  ner  in  which  it  should  be  sustained  by  the  peo- 
ple, he  was  thoroughly  convinced,  would  depend 
the  recharter  of  the  bank.  Mr.  G.  said  that  he 
was  resolved  not  to  be  drawn  aside  from  the 
course  of  his  remarks,  by  the  extraordinary  arts 
which  had  been  used  by  the  advocates  for  the 
bank,  and  those  who  were  zealously  engaged  in 
the  struggle  for  party  power,  to  persuade  the  peo- 
ple that  the  restoration  of  the  deposites  had  no 
connexion  with  the  recharter  of  the  bank.  He 
should  not  degrade  the  cause  of  truth  and  of  his 
country,  by  entering  into  such  a  controversy. 
To  be  convinced  that  the  recharter  of  the  bank 
was  connected  with  the  restoration  of  the  public 
deposites,  it  was  only  necessary  to  trace  out  the 
conduct  of  the  bank,  and  what  must  obviouslv 
be  its  future  course.  It  was  a  trite  adage,  that 
a  bank  had  no  soul.  Its  obviousness  did  riot 
lessen  its  truth.  The  moral  accountability,  or 
the  motives  which  control  human  beings,  could 
not  influence  corporate  bodies  created  by  the  Go- 
vernment. The  object  of  a  corporation  was  to 
accomplish  the  purpose  of  its  being.  The  end 
of  a  bank  was  to  make  profit.  That  was  the 
purpose  of  its  being,  and  all  considerations  bear- 
ing on  its  course  of  policy  were  controlled  by  the 
end.  It  would  not  otherwise  be  true  to  itself. 
The  charter  of  the  bank,  Mr.  G.  said,  was  near 
expiring.  To  obtain  a  recharter  was  greatly 
more  important  to  the  bank  than  any  profit  which 
could  be  derived  from  its  ordinary  business.  All 
its  operations,  of  late,  had  been,  and  would  con 
tinue  to  be,  directed  to  the  accomplishment  of 
that  purpose.  It  was  not  his  intention,  Mr.  G. 
said,  to  examine  into  the  charges  which  had 
been  made  against  the  bank  on  account  of  the 
three  per  cents,  the  French  bill,  the  publishing 
and  distributing  of  pamphlets,  its  loans  to  news- 
paper editors  and  other  influential  persons,  or 
the  violation  of  its  charter  in  the  manner  of  con- 
ducting its  important  business.  These  matters 
were  of  little  importance  in  arriving  at  the  results 
to  which  his  own  course  of  investigation  and  rea- 
soning led  him. 

Mr.  G.  asked  what  had  been  the  conduct  of 
the  bank  ?  Its  first  step,  he  said,  towards  ob- 
taining a  recharter,  was  the  direct  application 
to  Congress  for  that  purpose,  at  the  session  im- 
mediately preceding  the  last  presidential  elec- 
tion. And  why  then?  Undoubtedly  with  the 
design  of  either  det  erring  the^President  from  the 
performance  of  his  constitutional  duty,  or  of 
making  him  responsible  to  the  people  f  r  its  ex- 
ercise. It  was  not  made  at  that  time  in  order 
that  it  might  commence  curtailing  its  discounts, 
and  gradually  lessening  its  business,  if  it  should 
be  rejected.  The  proof  of  this  was  clearly  es- 
tablished by  its  subsequent  conduct.  After  the 
President  had  put  his  veto  to  the  bill  for  a  re- 
charter, did  the  bank  commence  the  gradual  re- 
duction of  business,  with  the  view  of  closing  its 
concerns?  Assuredly  not.  By  enlarging  its 
accommodations  from  forty-fWe  to  seventy  mil- 
lions, it  proved  its  determination  to  buy  up  po- 


pular favor  for  its  candidate  for  the  Presidency, 
that  its  life  might,  at  the  end  of  four  years,  be 
renewed  for  twenty  more.  This  attempt  to 
bribe  the  people  to  the  election  of  a  President 
favorable  to  its  interest,  had  proved  as  great  a 
failure  as  the  effort  to  deter  the  President  from 
vetoing  the  hill  for  a  recharter.  The  bank  had 
no  means  left,  said  Mr.  G-,  through  which  are- 
charter  could  be  obtained,  except  by  operating 
upon  their  representatives  through  the  people, 
so  as  to  procure  the  favorable  vote  of  two-thirds 
of  both  Houses  of  Congress.  Could^  any  one 
doubt  but  that  it  would  use  the  means  of  ob- 
taining such  a  result,  if  within  its  power.  What 
was  occasioning  the  universal  cry  of  commer- 
cial embarrassment  and  distress?  Mr.  G.  said 
that  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  existence  of  that 
distress.  He  asked  from  whence  had  it  come? 
The  rights  of  the  bank  had  not  been  affected 
by  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites.  Its 
capital  continued  the  same,  with  the  same  means 
of  using  it  for  the  accommodation  of  the  people. 
The  same  amount  of  capital  remained  in  the 
country.  The  same  number  of  banks  were  ope- 
rating on  the  same  capital.  The  staple  produc- 
tions of  the  country  had  been  abundant,  and 
had  commanded  a  good  price.  The  change  of 
the  place  of  the  deposites  of  the  public  money 
from  the  Bank  of  the  U.  S.  to  the  State  banks, 
had  not  lessened  the  capacity  of  all  the  banks 
together,  to  extend  to  the  people  their  accus- 
tomed accommodation.  How,  then,  was  the 
public  distress  to  be  accounted  for?  Those  who 
were  engaged  in  conducting  the  operations  of 
the  Government,  and  were  opposed  to  the  re- 
charter of  the  bank,  could  have  no  object  for 
exciting  popular  clamor  against  their  own  mea- 
sures. It  was  the  obvious  interest  of  the  State 
banks  to  extend  to  the  people  the  utmost  relief 
in  their  power. 

If,  said  Mr.  G.,  the  positions  which  he  had 
assumed  were  true,  (and  they  seemed  to  him  to 
be  self-evident,)  the  distress  could  only  have 
been  brought  about  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  It  might  not  be  possible  to  trace  out, 
with  exactness,  all  the  means  that  has  been  used 
by  the  bank  for  that  purpose.  The  amount  of 
the  curtailment  of  its  discounts  might  not  alone 
have  been  .sufficient.  It  was  probable  that  it 
effected  as  mpch  by  its  power  over  the  issues  of 
the  State  banks,  as  by  diminishing  its  own  ac- 
commodations. The  situation  of  the  State  banks 
was  such,  that  they  could  not  enlarge  their  bu- 
siness immediately,  although  possessed  of  the 
deposites  but  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  Bank.  The  withholding  of  the  con- 
currence, the  curtailment  of  its  issues  from  se- 
venty to  fifty-two  millions,  with  the  great  and 
increasing  effort  which  the  friends  of  the  bank 
had  made  to  produce  alarm  and  general  distrust 
of  credit,  (unpar  lleled  in  the  history  of  bank- 
ing,) was,  he  believed,  Mr.  G.  said,  the  true 
cause  of  most  of  the  commercial  embarrassment 
which  had  been  felt  in  the  country.  Listen,  said 
Mr.  G.  to  the  memorials  which  had  been  nu- 
merously and  constantly  pressed  upon  the  aiten- 
tion  of  Congress,  describing  the  public  distress 
and  praying  for  a  recharter  of  the  bank.     It  was 
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the  interest  of  the  bank  that  sucha^ta'eof 
things  should  exist*  and  continued  to  exist, 
until  the  popular  feeling  should  be  suffi- 
ciently strong  to  force  Congress  to  rechar- 
ter  the  bank.  If  the  bank  was  so  dispos- 
ed, it  could  grant  relief.  To  prove  which, 
Mr.  G.  referred  to  tho  conduct  of  the  first  bank. 
Immediately  after  the  vote  in  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
the';  bill  for  a  recharter,  in  Jan.  1811,  the  bank 
commenced  curtailing  its  business.  The  State 
banks  had  necessarily  to  pursue  the  same  course. 
Alarm,  d>smay,  and  loss  of  confidence  in  credit, 
was  tiie  consequence.  The  United  States  Bank 
enlnrged  its  issues,  restored  confidence,  and 
continued  its  usual  accommodations,  to  the  ex- 
piration of  its  charter.  The  charter  expired  be- 
fore the  next  session  of  Congress.  It  was  with- 
out the  motive  for  continuing  the  alarm  in  the 
country.  Why  could  not  the  present  bank 
pursue  the  same  course,  asked  Mr.  G.  ?  It  was 
allowed  two  years  beyond  its  charter,  that  its 
business  might  be  continued  to  the  expiration 
of  its  charter,  and  settled  up  afterwards.  Mr. 
G*>  said  that  he  had  no  abuse  to  bestow  upon 
the  bank.  Its  directors  were  endeavoring  to 
obtain  for  the  stockholders  the  largest  possible 
amount  of  profit.  What  course,  Mr.  G.  asked, 
ought  the  Government  to  pursue,  under  such 
circumstances?  Should  the  public  deposites  be 
restored  to  the  bank?  The  statement  of  a  sin- 
gle fact,  he  said,  ought  to  be  conclusive  against 
that  course.  A  large  portion  of  the  revenue  of 
the  United  States  was  received  in  the  rotes  of 
the  State  banks.  If  Congress  should  order  the 
public  money  to  be  again  placed  in  the  United 
States  Rank,  the  money  deposited  would  con- 
sist principally  of  the  notes  of  the  State  banks. 
The  currency  of  the  country  was  founded  almost 
exclusively  on  credit.  The  State  banks  had  no 
Capacity  to  redeem  their  notes  with  specie.  If 
the  United  States  Bank  had  ihe  disposition  to 
withhold  the  issue  of  its  own  notes,  and,  by  the 
restoration  of  the  deposites,  should  obtain  pos- 
session of  a  large  amount  of  the  no  es  of  the 
State  banks,  it  would,  by  the  direct  agency  of 
the  Government,  be  enabled  not  only  to  compel 
the  State  banks  to  stop  the  payment  of  specie, 
and  to  cease  their  accommodations  to  the  peo 
pie,  but  compel  them  to  force  their  debtors  to 
pay  theT  debts,  and  thus  obtain  the  control  of 
the  whole  currency  of  the  country,  and  the  re- 
gulation of  the  value  of  the  property  of  all  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  Would  ( longress 
give  the  bank  that  power  with  the  strong  in- 
ducements which  it  had  to  use  them  improper- 
ly, by  so  operating  upon  the  necessities  of  the 
people,  as  to  force  a  recharter?  Mr.  G.  said  he 
was  utterly  at  a  loss  to  understand  how  any 
member,  who  was  opposed  to  the  recharter  of 
.the  bank,  could,  under  such  circumstances,  vote 
for  a  restoration  of  the  deposites. 

Many  members  of  the  House  were ,  however 
of  the  opinion  that  the  bank  was  constitutional, 
and  that  of  the  opinion  that  the  public  interest 
required  that  it  should  be  re-chartered.  This 
brought  him,  Mr.  G.  said,  to  the  examination 
of  the  great  question,  involving  within  it  the 


whole  controversy  which  now  agitated  the 
country.  Ought  the  bank  to  be  re  chartered? 
Before  that  question  could  be  discussed,  a  pre- 
vious question  had  to  be  answered.  Was  Con- 
gress authorized  by  the  Constitution  to  charter 
a  b;mk? 

Mi-  G.  said,  that  the  power  to  create  cor- 
porations was  a  prerogative  which  belonged 
alone  to  sovereign  authority.  It  was  generally 
admitted,  he  said,  that  the  United  States  had 
no  direct  and  original  power  to  create  corpo- 
rations. It  was  not  granted  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. The  power  to  incorporate  a  bank  was 
claimed  from  the  last  clause  of  the  8th  section 
of  the  1st  article  of  the  Constitution,  which  au- 
thorized Congress  to  pass  all  laws  necessary 
and  proper  to  carry  into  execution  the  granted 
powers;  it  being  assumed  that  a  bank  was  ne- 
cessary and  proper  to  execute  some  constitu- 
tional purpose.  Mr.  G.  said  that  there  were 
various  objections  to  such  a  construction  of  the 
Constitution.  The  power  to  charter  banks 
being  a  prerogative  of  sovereignty,  and  not 
having  been  granted  by  the  Constitution  to  the 
United  States,  was  by  the  Constitution  reserv- 
ed to  the  States;  that  the  clause  of  the  Consti- 
tution under  which  the  power  was  claimed  for 
the  United  States,  had  only  given  the  authori- 
ty to  pass  laws  to  execute  powers,  not  to  as- 
sume a  sovereign  that  was  not  granted.  That 
if  it  was  not  granted  at  the  time  of  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  it  could  not  be  acquir- 
ed  by  the  subsequent  discovery  of  its  conve- 
nience to  the  Government.  That  the  sover- 
eign powers  of  the  United  States  and  State 
governments  were  separate  and  distinct;  that 
the  power  to  create  banks  did  belong  to  the 
Sta'es,  because  not  having  been  granted  to  the 
U.S.  it  was  reserved  to  the  S'ates.  And  that  the 
peace,  harmony,  and  perpetuation  of  our  com- 
plex Government  depended  upon  each  go- 
vernment exercising  only  such  powers  as  clear- 
ly belonged  to  it.  ~ 

Mr.  G.  enforce!  his  positions  by  stating,  that 
the  Constitution,  as  it  was  originally  framed  by 
the  Convention  of  the  States,  and  whilst  it  con- 
tained the  clause  unexplained  upon  which  the 
advocates  of  the  bank  reled  for  the  authority 
to  charter  a  bank,  would  not  have  been  ratified 
but  for  the  express  assurance  on  the  part  of  its 
friend,  that  subsequent  amendments  would  be 
made,  by  which  the  assumption  of  any  powers 
of  Government  which  were  not  granted ,  would 
be  prevented.  Accordingly,  in  compliance 
with  these  assurances,  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  was  adopted,  by  which  it  was  pro- 
vided that  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  Uni- 
ted  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited 
by  it  to  the  States,  were  reserved  to  the  States 
respectively  or  to  the  people.  ,  From  that  time 
to  the  present,  said  Mr.  G.,  the  anti-federal  or 
democratic  party  had  relied  upon  that  amend- 
ment as  the  rule  for  construing  the  Constitu- 
tion, whilst  the  federal  party  had  as  pertina* 
ciously  adhered  to  the  original  Constitution, 
without  regard  to  the  qualification  of  its  powers 
by  the  amendment. 

The  Constitution,  Mr.  G.  said,  had,  in  ex- 
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press  terms,  declared  the  extent  of  the  power 
which  was  granted  to  Congress  over  the  curren- 
cy of  the  country.  That  power  was  limited  to 
the  coining  of  money,  regulating  the  value  of 
the  coin,  and  of  foreign  coin,  and  of  punishing 
those  who  should  counterfeit  the  current  coin. 
In  a  limited  and  specific  grant  of  power,  such 
as  the  Constitution,  to  imply  an  important  and 
well  known  power,  not  included  in  the  specifi- 
cation, was  contrary  to  every  just  rule  of  con- 
struing such  instruments.  Another  conclusive 
objection  to  the  assumption  by  Congress  of  the 
power  to  incorporate  a  bank  by  implication, 
proceeded  from  the  fact,  that  the  direct  effects 
of  the  operations  of  a  bank  were  a  thousand 
times  more  important  than  the  execution  of  the 
purposes  for  which  the  Government  said  it  was 
a  necessary  agent. 

But,  Mr.  G.  said,  there  was  one  view  of  the 
subject  which  appeared  to  him  to  extend  over 
the  whole  ground,  and  to  be  decisive  against 
the  power  of  the  United  States  to  charter  a 
bank.  Whence,  he  asked,  came  the  power  of 
banking,  of  issuing  notes  or  bills  upon  actual 
funds,  or  upon  credit?  It  was  the  natural  right 
of  every  citizen,  unless  restricted  by  law.  Ex- 
tended as  banking  by  corporations  was,  the 
amount  of  notes  and  bills  of  exchange  depend- 
ent for  payment  upon  individual  capital  or  cre- 
dit, was  probably  greater,  in  this  country,  than 
the  amount  of  bank  notes.  The  power  to  pass 
laws  for  the  regulation  of  the  natural  right  of 
individuals  to  issue  notes  and  bills,  belonged 
exclusively  to  the  States.,  Whs.t  individuals 
had  the  right  to  do,  artificial  being-;  could  be 
constituted  with  authority  to  do.  Credit  was 
an  important  means  of  acquiring  wealth.  It  gave 
more  employment  and  activity  to  industry  and 
intelligence,  than  any  other  agent  whatever.ex- 
cept  capital  itself. Like  all  other  means  of  acqui- 
ring,  diffusing  and  transferring  wealth,  it  was 
subject  to  be  regulated  by  the  laws  of  the  State 
in  which  the  citizen  or  corporate  body  using 
them  re-ided.  The  power  to  create  banks  bv 
a  State,  was  not  the  exercise  of  the  power 
of  ^milting  bills  of  credit.  It  was  the  creation 
of  an  artificial  being  by  law,  invested  with  au- 
thority to  do  what  belonged  of  right  to  individ- 
uals to  do,  but  which  the  State  supposed  could 
be  done  more  advantageously  for  the  interest 
of  the  community,  by  corporate  bodies..  That 
right  the  States  had  not  granted  to  the  United 
States.  The  United  States  could  not,  there- 
fore, assume  it,  without  an  act  of  usurpation. — 
The  constitutional  prohibition  against  the  States 
issuing  bills  of  credit,  it  was  said,  had  taken 
from  the  States  the  authority  to  create  banks; 
that  what  they  could  not  do  themselves,  they 
could  not  do  by  others.  The  argument,  so  fat- 
as  it  had  any  application,  was  true,  but  could 
only  apply  to  such  banks  as  were  authorized  to 
issue  bills  of  credit  upon  the  faith  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  depending  for 'payment  upon  its 
funds.  The  prohibitory  clause  alluded  to,  most 
assuredly  did  not  take  from  the  States  the  right 
to  regulate  the  employment  of  credit  or  capital  j 
by  its  citizens,  or  to  create  corporate  institu- 
tions with  the  authority  to  issue  nates  and  bills, 


founded^upon  the  capital  or  credit  of  those  in- 
stitutions. It  had  been  also  said,  that,  if  the 
States  had  the  power  of  creating  banks,  it  was 
impossible  for  the  United  States  to  regulate  the 
currency.  And  whence,  he  asked,  did  the  . 
United  States  get  the  right  of  regulating  the 
currency?  Certainly,  said  Mr.  G,  the  Consti- 
tution conferred  upon  it  no  such  authority. 

Mr.  G.  said,  there  was  no  fact  in  relation  to 
the  state  of  the  public  mind,  more  discouraging 
to  his  own  exertions  in  defending  the  institu- 
tions of  the  country ,  than  the  slight  impression 
which  violations  of  the  Constitution  produced 
upon  the  feelings  of  the  people.  The  same 
indifference  was  constantly  exhibited  by  their  re- 
presentatives in  the  investigation  of  the  princi- 
ples of  Government.  He  said  that  all  the  ar- 
guments against  the  unconstitutionality  of  the 
United  States  Bank,  were  answered  usually  by 
the  display  of  the  force  of  precedents,  or  the 
opinions  of  distinguished  politicians.  He  ob- 
served, that  one  of  the  greatest  securities,  pro- 
vided by  the  people  of  the  States,  for  the  per- 
petual continuance  of  the  Constitution  in  its 
original  form  and  spirit,  was  to  be  found  in  the 
oath  required  to  be  taken  by  every  officer,  en- 
gaged in  the  public  service,  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution. The  obligation  thus  created  was  im- 
perative upon  each  individual.  It  was  the 
highest  obligation  which  could  arise  out  of  the 
relation  of  citizen  and  Government,  and  could 
alone  be  discharged  by  each  person's  judgment 
and  conscience,  acting  for  itself  in  the  perfor- 
mance of  what  were  his  own  convictions.  Mr. 
G.  said,  it  was  but  trifling  with  the  importance 
of  the  subject  to  justify  the  violation  of  the  se- 
curities provided  for  the  preservation  of  the 
people's  liberty,  by  the  example  of  others. — 
All  must  examine  the  Constitution  for  them- 
selves, and  obtain  their  own  results.  It  was 
thus  alone,  that  the  sacred  charter  of  our  rights 
could  remain"  the  same  a  thousand  years  hence, 
that  it  was  when  first  formed  and  ratified. 

Mr.  G.  remarked,  that  before  he  proceeded 
to  discuss  the  last  question  which  he  had  pro- 
posed for  examination,  viz:  the  inexpediency 
of  rechartering  the  bank,  he  thought  it  proper 
to  make  a  brief  reply  to  what  had  been  said  of 
State  Governments  and  State  banks.  The  los- 
ses from  broken  State  banks,  and  the  deprecia- 
tion of  State  bank  paper,  had  been  described 
in  strong  terms,  for  the  purpose  of  proving  the 
folly  Of  the  State  governments  to  be  so  great 
as  to  render  them  inadequate  to  exercise  the 
power  of  chartering  and  governing  banking  in- 
stitutions, and  the  unfitness  of  those  institutions 
to  supply  a  beneficial  currency. 

Mr.  G.  said,  that,  in  the  legislation  of  newly 
formed  communities,  like  most  of  our  States, 
there  would  always  be  great  errors.committed. 
It  was,  however,  the  peculiar  genius  of  our 
State  governments  to  profit  by  experience.— 
They  were  founded  upon  the  capacity  of  the 
people  to  govern  themselves.  That^apacity 
was  often  most  strikingly  exhibited  in  the  re- 
cuperative energy  with  which  the  State  go- 
verments  recovered  from  great  mistakes.  This 
very  quality  of  our  free  representative  govern- 
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ments  was  never  more  clearly  exhibited  than  in 
the  history  of  banking.  In  the  new  States, 
whilst  capital  was  always  scarce ,  the  demand 
for  it  was  necessarily  very  active  and  urgent. 
Many  banks  had,  under  such  circumstances, 
been  created  without  capital,  to  supply  the 
place  of  capital,  by  bank  credit.  Such  banks 
had,  of  course,  failed  to  pay  when  specie  was 
demanded.  What  was  the  situation  of  those 
States  where  the  evil  of  broken  banks  had  been 
most  felt  ?  Look,  said  Mr.  G. ,  at  the  rapidly 
increasing  wealth  and  rising  importance  of  Ken- 
tucky, Ohio,  and  Tennessee.  Mistakes  in 
banking,  and  all  other  errors,  would  correct 
themselves  without  difficulty  in  governments 
which  were  practically  the  agents  of  a  free,  ac- 
tive, and  intelligent  people.  Such  was  not,  he 
said,  the  operations  of  governments  whose 
power  was  not  directly  responsible  to  the  peo- 
ple. In  our  General  Government,  he  said,  vast 
and  complicated  evils  existed,  which  would  not 
be  tolerated  for  a  moment  in  the  State  govern- 
ments. Abuses  of  power  often  strengthened 
the  power  to  abuse. 

Mr.  G.  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  inex- 
pediency of  rechartering  the  bank.  It  had  been 
said,  that  whilst  the  currency  furnished  by  the 
United  States  Bank  was  the  best  in  the  world, 
better  than  gold  and  silver,  that  the  State  banks 
were  wholly  unable  to  redeem  their  notes  in 
specie.  He  satd  that  the  statement  was  partly 
true;  but  that  the  inability  of  the  State  banks 
to  redeem  their  notes  was  the  consequence  of 
the  operations  of  the  United  States  Bank. 
The  receivability  of  the  United  States  Bank 
bills,  in  the  payment  of  all  Government  dues , 
the  possession  of  the  public  money,  and  the  es- 
tablishment of  its  branches  in  every  part  of  the 
United  States,  had  given  such  an  extended  and 
universal  credit  to  the  bdls  of  the  United 
Stales  Ban<c,  as  to  drive  specie  from  circula- 
tion. That  effect  w<.s  increased  by  the  use 
which  the  United  States  Bank  had  made  of  the 
notes  of  the, State  banks.  lis  fcnew  it  had  been 
said  that  one  of  the  great  benefits  of  the  United 
States  Bank  had  been  to  control  over-issues  by 
the  State  banks,  so  as  to  make  their  bills  con- 
vertible into  specie.  The  reverse  was  true, both 
of  the  present  and  first  bank.  The  dispropor- 
tion between  the  paper  of  the  State  banks  in 
circulation,  and  the  specie  in  their  vaults,  was 
never  so  great  as  at  present,  and  at  the  time  of 
the  exp  ration  of  the  charter  of  the  first  bank. 


The  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the  United 
States  Bank  would  be  the  destruction  of  that 
extended  credit  by  which  the  notes  of  the  State 
banks  had  ceased  to  be  convertible  into  specie, 
especially  if  accompanied  by  judicious  legisla- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  General  and  State  Go- 
vernments. The  want  of  confidence  in  the 
bank  would  be  the  people's  securityagainstthe 
over  issues  of  the  State  banks. 

But  it  had  been  asked,  how  was  exchange 
to  be  regulated  between  different  parts  of  the 
country  >  He  replied,  as  they  were  then  be- 
tween New  York  and  Liverpool.  The  produc- 
tions which  each  section  furnished  to  the  other, 
was  the  principal  medium  through  which  mutu- 
al commerce  would  be  carried  on.  The  pay- 
ment of  balances  would  be  made,  lie  said,  in  the 
bills  of  commercial  houses  of  established  credit, 
in  bills  furnished  by  the  State  banks;,  or  in  gold 
coin.  Mr.  G  said,  that  it  was  exceedingly  im- 
portant for  keeping  the  rate  of  exchange  uni- 
form, and  at  a  fair  price,  that  Congress  should 
regulate  the  value  of  the  gold  coin  by  increasing 
its  nominal  value,  so  as  to  retain  it  within  the 
country;  and  so  to  direct  the  collection  of  the 
public  revenue  as  to  force  the  State  banks  to 
make  their  bills  convertible  into  coin  at  the  will 
of  the  holders. 

Mr.  U.  said  that  he  considered  the  project  of 
making  the  currency  of  the  country  altogether 
a  hard  money  currency,  to  be  utterly  visionary, 
and,  if  practicable,  not  to  be  desired.  He  said, 
that,  in  a  large  portion  of  the  United  States, 
the  accumulation  of  surplus  capital  was  far  from 
being  sufficient  to  supply  the  constant  demand 
which  industry,  enterprise,  and  skill  made  upon 
it.  Individual  and  banking  credit,  therefore, 
formed  an  essential  source  of  private  profit  anu 
public  wealth. 

Mr.  G.  said,  that  the  House  had  been  warned 
of  the  dangerous  influence  which  would  be 
given  to  the  President  over  popular  elections, 
if  the  State  banks  were  made  the  depository  ot 
the  public  money.  He  said  that  commercial 
men  and  bank  directors  were  too  much  occu- 
pied ordinarily  with  their  own  peculiar  and  en- 
grossing pursuits,  to  devote  themselves  to  elec- 
tions. Tne  Directors  of  State  banks  were  con- 
nected, he  said,  rather  with  local  interests  and 
the  State  Governments,  than  with  the  affairs  of 
the  whole  Union.  They  derived  their  charters 
from  the  State  Government*,  and  would  be  de- 
pendent  upon  them  for  their  renewal.     With, 
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these  safeguards,  there  would  not  be  any  very 
great  danger  from  the  exercise  of  corrupt  po- 
litical influence  by  the  directors  of  the  State 
banks  in  support  of  the  policy  of  any  President. 
But,  whether  such  an  influence  would  be  exer- 
cised or  no',  it  was,  he  said,  within  the  power, 
as  it  was  assuredly  the  duty  of  Congress,  to  fix 
by  law  the  banks  of  deposite,  and  to  prescribe 
the  terms  upon  which  they  should  receive  the 
public  mon  -y .  The  reason  why  the  public  mo- 
ney should  be  placed  in.  the  banks  rather  than 
in  the  Treasury,  or  in  the  hands  of  the  collec- 
tors of  the  revenue,  he  had  already  endeavored 
to  explain. 

Mr.  G.  then  proceeded  to  point  out  the  dan- 
gerous consequences  which  must  iollow  from 
the  continuation  of  a  National  Bank.  Such  an 
institution  would,  he  said,  necessarily  have  the 
power  of  rendering  the  Government  in  some 
degree  subsidiary  to  it,  in  time  of  war,  and  of 
changing  at  its  will  the  price  of  all  property, 
by  its  command  of  the  currency,  and  of  specu- 
lating through  its  directors  upon  all  the  staple 
productions  of  the  country,  by  enlarging  and 
curtailing  its  discounts.  There  were  Other  ob- 
jections, to  which  he  desired  to  call  the  special 
attention  of  the  friends  of  Constitutional  liberty 
and  the  rights  of  the  States.  He  said  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  had,  in  prac- 
tice, proved  to  be  very  different  from  what  had 
been  anticipated  by  those  who  formed  it.  The 
Checks,  which  it  was  supposed  would  prevent 
the  extension  of  its  powers  beyond  the  limits 
prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  had  long  since 
proved  wholly  insufficient  for  that  purpose.  It 
had  gradually  assumed  the  legislative  direction 
over  every  right  and  interest  of  tne  people,  un- 
til it  had  been  declared  by  proclamation  by  the 
Executive  Department,  and  sustained  by  the  le- 
gislative, that  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
were  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  in  violation 
of  the  express  condition  in  the  Constitutor, 
that  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  to  be  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  land,  should  have  been  passea 
in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution. 

If,  said  Mr.  G.,  there  was  so  strong  a  tenden- 
cy in  the  General  Government,  to  draw  all  power 
into  its  own  hands,  should  that  tendency  be  in- 
creased by  adding  to  it  permanently  the  influence 
of  the  bank?  Money  was  power.  Should  that 
power  remain  with  the  people  and  the  States,  or 
be  united  to  the  General  Government,  to  form  ad- 
ditional means  of  controlling  the  popular  will  ? 
Was  each  citizen,  instead  of  knowing  that  he 
was  master  of  his  own  money  and  property,  to  be 
made  to  feel  that  its  value  depended  upon  the 
will  and  promises  of  a  bank  Was  the  inde- 
pendence, the  spirit,  and  power  of  the  people,  to 
defend  their  rights  from  violation,  to  be  broken 
down  by  the  constant  sense  of  dependence  upon 
the  bank,  itself  the  creature  and  agent  of  the 
Government?  Were  all  the  State  institutions 
to  be  made  subservient  to  the  same  power  ? 
Were  the  States  to  be  deprived  of  the  most  effec- 
tive means  of  defending  their  just  authority  from 
usurpation  ?  He  urged  the  friends  of  the  rights 
of  the  States,  to  resist  every  attempt  to  confirm 
to  the  United  States  its  usurped  power  over  the 
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money  of  the  people,  by  the  recbarter  of  the 
bank".  The  effort,  he  said,  must  be  made  now  or 
never.  Unite  the  Government  and  the  bank,  for 
twenty  years  longer,  and  the  advocation  of  the 
rights  of  the  States  would  become  idle  folly. 
Upon  this  question,  Mr^  G.  said,  was  formed  the 
first  marked  distinction  between  {he  Federal  and 
anti-Federal  parties— between  the  advocates  for 
the  individual  freedom  of  the  citizen,  and  the 
advocates  for  controlling  power  in  the  Govern- 
ment— between  those  who  considered  Govern- 
ment but  as  the  agent  of  the  people,  and  those 
who  looked  to  it  as  the  great  dispenser  of  power 
and  profit. 

Mr.  G.  said,  that  the  opinions  which  he  had 
then  expressed,  were  not  those  of  yesterday. 
They  were  the  settled  convictions  of  his  mind. 
They  had  been  formed  with  his  first  examina- 
tion into  the  structure  of  the  Government ,  and 
his  mature  observation  and  experience  had  but 
added  confirmation  to  the  truth  of  his  first  judg- 
ment. It  was  with  regret  that  he  found  many 
of  those  who  professed  the  same  general  politi- 
cal opinions  with  himself,  separated  from  him 
upon  the  subject  of  the  proper  disposition  of 
the  public  deposites,  and  the  recharter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  He  had  neither  the 
right,  nor  the  disposition,  to  scrutinize  into  the 
reasons  of  their  course.  He  had  subjected  his 
own  course  to  the  strictest  examination  that  he 
could  impose  upon  himself.  He  avowed  his 
entire  unconsciousness  of  the  operation  of  the 
slightest  influence  upon  himself  in  d  recting  his 
vote,  except  his  conviction  that  the  public  good 
forbid  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  He  had  never 
owned  one  dollar  of  bank  stock  either  in  the 
State  or  United  States  Bank,  or  of  any  other 
stock  whatever.  He  had  never  borrowed  a  dol- 
lar of  any  bank.  His  rule  was,not  to  be  indeb- 
ted at  all.  He  had  never  committed  an  act  of 
speculation.  He  held  his  personal  independ- 
ence of  higher  value  than  any  consideration 
connected  with  the  acquisition  of  property.— 
He  had  never  asked,  from  the  United  States, 
office  for  himself,  nor  any  relation  of  his.  He 
w  ould  never  receive  any  office  from  the  hands 
of  any  President.  He  had  no  connexion  with 
General  Jackson  whatever.  He  was  personal- 
ly unknown  to  the  President.  He  had,  (Mr. 
G.  said,)  but  a  single  object  of  ambition  con- 
nected wi  h  the  public  service,  he  desired  not 
only  to  discharge  his  duty  faithfully  to  the  peo- 
ple of  his  S  ate,  but  that  they  should  be  a*ble  to 
appreciate  the  motives  by  which  he  endeavored 
to  direct  his  conduct,  in  guarding  tlKir  rights 
and  defending  their  interest.  He  discharged 
but  the  obligation  he  owed  to  those  he  repre- 
sented, when  he  urged  them  not  to  be  carried 
off  from  the  maintenance  of  the  rights  of  the 
States  and  the  people,  by  the  contest  for  power 
among  the  ambitious  aspirants  for  the  first  office 
of  the  country.  He  had  endeavored  to  with- 
draw the  veil  which  had  been  thrown  between 
them  and  the  truth,  in  relation  to  the  rights  of 
the  bank  to  the  public  deposites.  It  was  not 
true  that  the  bank  was  entitled  to  the  posses- 
sion of   the  money  collected  of  the  peqple  for 
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the  use  of  the  Government.  The  bank  had  neith- 
er   bought   the  possession  of  the  public  depo- 
sites,   nor  could  the  Government  so  far  betray 
the  trust  conferred  upon  it  by  the  people  of  the 
States, as  to  make  such  a  sale.     If  the  bank  was 
not  to  be    rechartered,  the  public  deposites,  if 
restored,  could  not  remain  with  it      The  bank 
could  accommodate  the  people,  by  increasing 
its  discounts,  by  the  possession  of  the  deposites, 
if  its   charter  was   to   expire.     The  bank,  he 
said, was  now  curtailing  its  business,  either  with 
the  view  of  its  approaching  end,  or  for  the  pur- 
pose of  distressing  the  people.     If  for  the  pur- 
pose of  gradual  y  closing  its  concerns,  the  de- 
posites could  be  of  no  advantage  to  it,  since  its 
capital  was  amply  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes 
of  its  business:  if  with  the  design  of  distressing 
the    people,    in   order  to  procure  a  recharter, 
would  Congress,  he  repeated,aidsuch  an  effort 
by  placing  the  public  money  in  its  hands?     Be- 
lieving that  the  creation  of  the  bank  was  an  un- 
authorized exercise  of  power  by  Congress,  and 
that  its  recharter  would  take  from  the  people 
and  the  States  the  most  efficient  means  of  guar- 
ding against  acts  of  oppression  and  usurpation 
he    should  not   only   oppose  the  rest-ration  of 
the  public  deposites  to  the  bank  of  the  Uni'ed 
States,  but  every  other  object  which  hadfoi  its 
and  the  recharter  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  G.  became  so  exhausted  from  his  feeble 
state  ot  health,  that  he  was  compelled  to  take 
his  seat.  He  was  afterwards  permuted  by  the 
House  to  lay  upon  the  table  the  following  re- 
solutions, with  which  he  had  intended  to  con- 
clude his  remarks: 

Resolved,  That  the  right  to  control  the  pos- 
session of  the  public  money  is  a  trust  delegated 
to  the  Government,  of  which  it  cannot  divest 
itself;  and  therefore,  that  Congress  has  no  pow- 
er to  sell  to  the  Bank  ot  the  United  States,  or 
other  corporation ,  or  to  any  individual,  the 
right  to  possess  the  money  of  the  United  States. 
Resolved,  That  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  did  not,  by  the  16th  section  of  the  act  to 
incorporate  the  subscribers  of  the  Bank  of  the 
U.  States  which  directs  that  the  deposites  of  the 
money  of  the  United  Stares  shall  be  placed  in 
the  Bai.k  of  the  United  States  aril  its  branches, 
unless  the  Secretary  ot*  the  Treasury  shall  at 
any  time  otherwise  order  and  direct,  relinquish 
its  right  of  controlling  the  deposites  of  the 
money  of  the  United  Slates  whenever  the  pub- 
lic interest  should  require  its  exercise. 

Resolved,  That  the  right  of  Congress  to  fix 
by  law  the  place  of  depjsite  for  the  money  ot 
the  United  States,  does  not  depend  in  any  de- 
gree upon  the  sufficiency  or  insufficiency  of 
the  reasons  assigned  to  Congress  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  at  the  commencement  of 
its  present  session,  fur  the  removal  of  the  mo- 
ney of  the  United  Sta'es  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  application  to  Congress 
for  a  recharter  of  the  Banlc  of  the  United  States, 
at  the  se-sion  immediately  preceding  the  last 
presidential  election,  the  rejection  of  the  ap- 
plication by  the  deliberate  action  of  the  Gov 


ness  which  has  been  carried  on  by  banking  cre- 
iit,  the  great  interest  which  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  has  to  increase  that  embarrass- 
ment, and  to  occasion  general  distress  through- 
out the  country,  the  power  which  the  United 
States  Bank  would  possess  of  compelling  most 
ok  the  State  banks  to  stop  the  payment  of 
specie  and  all  accommodation  to  the  people,  if 
the  deposites  of  the  money  of  the  United  States 
were  restored  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
conspire  to  render  it  the  imperative  duty  of 
Congress  to  deposite  the  money  of  the  United 
States  in  some  other  place  than  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  United  States  possess  no 
powers  of  Government,  except  such  as  have 
been  delegated  to  it  by  the  States,  through  the 
Constitution. 

Resolved,  That  the  powers  to  grant  charters 
of  incorporation  is  an  attribute  of  sovereignty, 
and  belongs  to  the  States  or  the  people,  it  ne- 
ver having  been  delegated  to  the  U.  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  authority  granted  to  the 
U.  S.,  by  the  last  clause  of  the  8th  section  of 
the  1st  article  of  the  Constitution,  to  pass  all 
laws  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  ex- 
ecution the  powers  conferred  upon  it ,  does  not 
justify  the  assumption  of  any  sovereign  power 
by  the  U.  States  which  belongs  to  the  States  or 
the  people. 

Resolved,  That  the  creation  of  a  National 
Bank,  or  the  rechartering  of  the  present  bank 
by  the  U.  S.,  is  not  only  an  exercise  of  power- 
not  autho<  ized  by  the  Constitution,  but  danger* 
ous  to  the  individual  independence  of  the  peo- 
ple, to  the  power  of  the  States  to  resist  the  usur- 
pation of  their  rights,  and  to  the  continuance  of 
our  present  free  institutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  money  collected  from  the 
people,  for  the  use  of  the  Government;  ought 
to  be  placed  in  the  State  banks  until  it  shall  be 
drawn  therefrom  in  consequence  of  appropria- 
tions made  by  law,  instead  of  permitting  it  to  re- 
main in  the  possession  of  the  public  officers,  be- 
cause through  the  banks  the  money  may  be 
made  to  return  immediately  into  circulation, 
thereby  lessening  the  burdens  of  taxation,  keep- 
ing the  quantity  of  circulating  medium  equal, 
and  adding  to  the  activity  and  prosperity  of  the 
community. 

Resolved,  That  the  State  banks  to  be  made 
the  depositories  of  the  public  money,  ought  to 
be  designated  by  law  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
the  conditions  and  restrictions  prescribed  upon 
which  they  shall  receive  the  public  money,  and 
transfer  it  to  such  places  as  the  Government 
may  require. 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  moved  an  adjourn. 
ment,  which  was  agreed  to. 


SENATE. 

Saturdat,  March  22, 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  I  have  been  requested 

to  present  to  the  Senate,  the  proceedings  of  a 

I  meeting  held  in  Bladensburg,  in  the  county  of 

eminent,  the  general  embarrassment  of  all  busi-  '  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  and  very  numerously 
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attended  by  citizens  of  that  county ;  and  also  a 
memorial,  respectfully  addressed  to  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  signed  by  more  than  1800  indepen- 
dent electors  of  that  county,  and  expressing 
their  opinions,  hopes  and  fears,  in  regard  to  the 
present  condition  of  affairs. 

The  presentation  of  these  papers  to  Congress, 
is  appended  with  the  presence  of  a  large  com- 
mittee, to  whom  it  was  enlrusted,  and  who  are 
considered  persons  of  the  first  respectability. — 
We  can  add  nothing  to  the  weight  of  the  numer- 
ous applications  to  Congress  on  this  subjec*  ; 
abundant  evidence  is  already  furnished  to  the 
Legislature  of  the  existence  of  an  extremity  of 
distress  in  the  country,  and  of  the  necessity  of  a 
remedy ;  yet  I  am  willing,  and  feel  it  to  be  my 
duty,  to  accompany  the  memorial  with  a  few  re- 
marks. 

This  county  is  one  of  the  most  wealthy  and 
respectable  in  the  great  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
In  the  main,  its  character  is  that  of  an  agricul- 
tural county.  Last  year  1  passed  through  it, 
and  had  an  opportunity  to  see  it  for  the  first  time. 
Its  fruits  were  then  just  ripening  under  the  sun 
of  July;  and  I  thought  of  nothing  less  then,  than 
so  soon  to  have  such  proofs  of  its  being  subject- 
ed to  severe  distress.  It  is  mainly  agricultural, 
and  of  the  1800  whose  names  are  on  this  paper, 
a  majority  are  the  cultivators  of  their  own  land, 
the  substantial  yeomen  of  the  country.  But  they 
are  interested,  also,  in  certain  manufactures,  to 
a  great  extent ;  there  are  ten  or  twelve  forges, 
with  several  roding  mills,  and  4000  hands  are 
occupied  in  the  manufacture  of  iron,  and  depen- 
dent on  their  labor  for  their  daily  bread  ;  they 
are  a  peculiar  race,  and  even  if  employment  were 
to  be  had  in  agriculture,  they  are  not  fit  for  it. — 
Such  is  precisely  the  case  with  the  cotton  manu- 
facture ;  there  is  no  demand  for  the  article,  and 
no  prospect  of  a  demand  ;  and  not  only  so,  but 
consignees  will  not  receive  the  article,  and  will 
not  even  give  their  paper  for  it  on  credit.  It  is 
well  known,  that  when  manufactured,  it  goes  to 
the  city  or  tne  country,  and  the  manufacturer  has 
been  in  the  practice  of  obtaining  paper  for  it, 
which  he  afterwards  got  cashed.  This  operation 
having  stopped,  dries  up  the  source  of  his  busi- 
ness. 

There  are  other  manufactures;  a  large  manu- 
factory of  paper ;  a  laige  one  of  straw,  for  con- 
verting an  agricultural  product  into  a  valuable 
commodity — thus  increasing  the  aggregate  gain 
of  the  community  ;  and  to  illustrate  this  matter 
of  the  effect  on  ftvery  man's  labor  and  property, 
the  committee  have  ascertained  the  actual  price 
of  the  various  products  in  the  country,  and  it 
will-now  be  seen  whether  these  interior  regions 
are  in  a  state  of  suffering.  Before  the  Executive 
measure  went  into  effect,  corn  and  rye  at  Cham- 
bersburg  were  62$  cents  ;  now  it  is  down  to  45 
cents  ;  wheat  then  from  90  cents  to  §1,  is  now 
from  72  to  75  cents;  clover  seed  then  from  $5,50 
to  .56,  is  now  fallen  to  $4  and  $4,40.  Now,  this 
diminution  in  the  avails  of  agricultural  product, 
certainly  proves  the  effect  of  these  measures  on 
fli<3  productions  of  agricultural  labor.  Sir,  the 
memorialists  are  sick  enough  of  the  Executive 
fc..Y\)v,riuicnt,  and  tj?sy  think  the  interests  of  socie- 


ty are  curtailed,  and  the  country  going  to  ruin, 
in  consequence  of  this  rash  experiment. 

In  coming  before  you,  they  ask  for  no  boon, 
they  solicit  ivo  peculiar  favor,  it  is  not  to  gratify 
them  exclusively,  that  they  request  any  degree 
of  attention  from.  Government;  they  only  desire 
the  due  administration  of  the  law,  that  the  law 
may  have  its  course,  and  protect  their  labor  and 
the  products  of  their  industry,  and  that  it  may 
uphold  their  political  and  social  rights;  they  de- 
sire, in  short,  that  this  war  of  the  President 
against  the  bank  may  cease;  they  feel  unsafe 
within  the  wind  of  such  a  warfare,  and  they  de- 
sire it  to  stop,  and  that  Congress  would  inter- 
pose a  check  on  the  progress  of  Executive  pow- 
er, and  they  take  the  language  used  on  another 
occasion  in  the  Boston  protest,  that  Executive 
power  has  increased,  is  increasing,  and  ought  to 
be  diminished;  and  I  will  only  add  my  most  sol- 
lemn  conviction  of  the  truth  of  their  declara- 
tions. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  asked  that  the  memorial  he 
read,  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance;  and  it  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  ROBB1NS  presented  two  memorials  on 
the  subject  of  the  general  distress  and  pecuni- 
ary "embarrassments  of  the  country;  one  from 
the  town  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  and  the 
other  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of 
Smithfield  and  Cumberland,  in  the  same  State- 
In  offering  these  memorials,  Mr.  ROBBINS 
addressed  the  Senate  as  follows: — lam  charged 
with  the  presentation  to  Congress  of  two  me- 
morials, coming  from  the  State  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and; one  from  the  commercial  town  of  New- 
port, on  the  seaboard  at  the  south;  the  other 
from  the  towns  of  Smithfield  and  Cumberland, 
two  agricultural  and  manufacturing  towns,  at 
the  north  limit  of  the  State;  and  both  upon  the 
now  all-engrossing  concern  of  this  distracted 
country.  Their  names  are  a  sufficient  guaran- 
tee that  their  memorials  speak  the  words  of 
truth  ahd  soberness.  They  speak  of  the  dis- 
tress m  hich  they  are  suffering,  and  of  the  ruin 
which  is  impending  over  them;  and  they  ap- 
peal to  Congress  to  interpose  for  their  relief, 
by  removing  the  cause,  and  applying  the  rem- 
edy, which  has  so  often  been  explained  here. 
Nine  hundred  and  fifty  names  are  appended 
to  the  memorial  from  those  two  northern  towns, 
embracing  all  professions  and  all  occupations 
therein,  and  representing  as  1  am  assured,  the 
united  voices  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  both.  It 
would  seem  that  the  greatness  of  their  common 
calamity  had  hushed  every  voice  but  the  voice 
of  their  common  distiess. 

The  Newport  memorial  is  preferred  by  free- 
holders only.  The  Senate  is  probably  aware 
that  a  freehold ,  with  that  people,  is  a  necessa- 
ry qualification  to  the  right  ol  suffrage.  Hence 
that  memorial  is  confined  to  freeholders.  It 
was  signed  by  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  free- 
holder of  that  town,  taken  both  for  and  against 
the  memorial:  of  this  number,  only  twenty-six 
have  signed  against  the  memorial;  about  one- 
tenth  part  of  the  whole  number.  Yet  Newport 
is  the  headquarters  of  the  adherents  of  the  Na- 
tional administration    in  that  State.     But   if  it 
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were  not  so,  I  should  hope  that  the  free  citizens 
of  a  free  State  might  petition  Congress  for  a  re 
dresi  of  grievances  without  asking  leave  of 
those  adherents;  and  I  should  hope,  too,  it 
would  not  depend  on  those  adherents  whether 
such  a  petition  should  be  accredited  by  Con- 
gress. The  population  of  Newport  is  about 
eight  thousand;  they  are  mostly  engaged  in 
commercial  pursuits,  for  which  they  are  admi- 
rably  situated  ,  having  the  finest  harbor  in  the 
world.  Their  enterprise  and  spirit  of  adven- 
ture have  carried  their  navigation  and  their 
commerce  over  every  sea,  and  to  every  part  of 
the  commercial  world.  They  are  alike  distin- 
guished for  intelligence  and  enterprise;  and 
their  commercial  character  is  a  happy  compound 
of  boldness  in  adventure;  and  prudence  in  cal. 
culation.  Recently  they  had  begun  to  turn 
their  attention  to  manufactures  by  means  ot 
steam  power.  The  success  of  their  experi- 
ments had  been  such  as  had  produced  the  most 
sanguine  hopes  from  this  new  source  of  grow- 
ing numbers  and  wealth  and  prosperity.  But 
all  these  hopes  have  been  suddenly,  and,  as 
they  fear,  fatally  extinguished  by  the  late  per- 
nicious interference  of  the  arbitrary  hand  of  the 
Executive  with  the  money  concerns  of  the 
country. 

I  will  now,  with  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate, 
say  a  few  words  of  those  two  Northern  towns. 
A  brier  sketch  of  their  his'ory  (and  it  shall  be 
very  brief)  will  serve  as  an  illustration  of  the 
faculties  of  this  country,  and  of  the  importance 
of  their  development.  A  small  river  runs 
through  these  towns  called  Blackstone  River;  a 
narrow  stream,  of  no  great  volume  of  water, 
but  perennial  and  unfailing;  and  possessing 
great  power  from  the  frequency  and  greatness 
of  its  falls.  Prior  to  1791,  this  power  had  al- 
ways run  to  waste,  except  here  and  there  a  saw 
mill  or  a  grist  mill,  to  supply  the  exigencies  of 
a  sparse  neighborhood,  and  one  inconsiderable 
forge.  Since  that  period,  from  time  to  time, 
and  from  place  to  place,  that  power,  instead  of 
running  to  waste,  has  been  applied  to  the  use  of 
propelling  machinery,  till  the  valley  of  that 
small  river  has  become  the  Manchester  of  Ame- 
rica. That  power  is  so  unlimited, that  scarcely 
any  limitation  can  be  fixed  to  its  capability  of 
progressive  increase  in  its  application.  That 
valley,  in  these  towns,  already  has  in  it  over  30 
different  establishments,  it  has  in  it  two  millions 
of  fixed  capital  in  those  establishments;  it  has 
expended  in  it  annuallt,  in  the  wages  of  manu- 
al labor,  five  hundrect  thousand  dollars;  it  has  in 
it  one  hundred  thousand  spindles  in  operation 
I  should  s  iy  it  fiad — for  one  half  of  these  spin 
dies  are  already  suspended,  and  the  other  halt 
soon  must  be  suspended  if  the  present  state  of 
things  continue. 

On  the  bank  of  that  river,  the  first  potton 
spindle  was  established  in  America.  The  in 
vention  of  Arkwright,  in  1791,  escaped  from 
the  jealous  prohibitions  of  England,  and  plant- 
ed itself  there.  It  was  brought  over. by  a  Mr. 
Slater,  who  had  been  a  laboring  manufacturer 
in  England,  but  who  was  not  a  machinist.  He 
brought  it  over,  not  in  models,  but  in  his  own 


mind,  and  fortunately  he  was  blessed  with  a 
mind  capacious  of  such  things;  and  which,  by 
its  fair  fruits,  has  made  him  a  man  of  immense 
fortune,  and  one  of  the  greatest  of  benefactors 
to  h"i9  adop'ed  country.  There  he  made  the 
first  essays  that  laid  the  foundation  of  that  sys- 
tem, which  has  spread  so  far  and  wide  in  this 
Country,  and  risen  to  such  a  height,  that  it  makes 
a  demand  annually  for  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  bales  of  cotton — about  one-fourth  of 
all  the  cotton  crop  of  a*tl  our  cotton-growing 
States;  makes  for  those  Sta'es,  for  their  staple, 
the  best  market  in  the  world,  except  that  of 
England:  it  was  rapidly  becoming  to  them  the 
best  market  in  the  world,  not  excepting  that  of 
England;  still  better,  it  was  rapidly  becoming 
for  them  a  market  to  weigh  down  and  prepon- 
derate in  the  scale  against  all  the  other  markets 
of  the  world,  taken  together. 

Now,  all  those  prospects  are  blasted  by  one 
breath  of  the  Executive  administration  of  this 
country.  Now  every  tiling  in  that  valley,  every 
thing  in  possession,  every  thing  in  prospect,  is 
tottcrimr  to  its  fall.  One  half  of  those  one 
hundred  thousand  spindles  are,  as  I  before  stat- 
ed, already  stopped;  the  other  half  are  still  con- 
tinued, but  at  a  ioss  to  the  owners,  and  purely 
from  charity  to  the  laborers;  but  this  charity  has 
its  limit,  and  regard  to  their  own  safety  will 
soon  constrain  them  to  stop  the  othM-  half. 

Five  months  ago,  had  one  travelled  through 
valley  and  witnessed  the  scenes  then  displayed 
there — their  numerous  and  dense  population,  all 
industrious,  and  thriving,  and  contented — had 
heard  the  busy  hum  of  industry  in  their  hours  of 
labor — the  notes  of  joy  in  their  hours  of  relaxa- 
tion— had  seen  the  plenty  of  their  tables,  the 
comforts  of  their  firesides  — had,  in  a  word,  seen 
in  every  countenance  the  content  of  every  heart: 
and  if  that  same  person  should  travel  through 
the  same  valley  hereafter,  and  should  find  it  then 
deserted,  and  desolate,  and  silent  as  the  valley 
of  death,  and  covered  over  with  the  solitary  and 
mouldering  ruins  of  those  numerous  establish- 
ments, he  would  say,  surely  the  hand  of  the 
ruthless  destroyer  has  been  here.  Now,  if  the 
present  state  of  things  is  to  be  continued,  as 
surely  as  blood  follows  the  knife  that  has  been 
plunged  to  the  heart,  and  death  ensues,  so  surely 
that  change  there  is  to  take  place ;  and  he  who 
ought  to  have  been  their  guardian  angel,,  will 
have  been  that  ruthless  destroyer. 

Though  it  has  been  denied  here  that  the  remo- 
val of  the  deposites  was  the  cause  of  the  distress; 
it  is  not  denied  that  it  was  the  cause  of  the  cause, 
it  is  not  denied,  that  it  has  produced  the  destruc- 
tion of  confidence  and  credit;  nor  that  the  de- 
struction of  confidence  and  credit  has  produced 
the  distress.  What  signifies  it,  whether  the  dis- 
tress stands  first  or  second  in  ths  chain  of  con- 
sequences from  that  measure  ?  All  the  conse- 
quences, mediate,  as  well  as  immediate,  collate- 
ral, as  well  as  direct,  are  equilly  to  be  ascribed 
to  it.  They  are  all  bitter  and  deadly  waters  from 
the  same  fountain. 

Will  it  be  said  that  these  collateral  consequen- 
ces were  not  foreseen,  and  therefore  were  not 
intended  by  the  Executive?     Beit  so:  I  believe 
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it  was  so ;  but,  for  that  very  reason,  and  especial- 
ly for  that  reason,  and  against  all  opposing  rea- 
sons, he  ought  instantly  to  undo  what  he  has 
done.  If  a  project  has  been  attended  with  a  dis- 
astrous result,  neither  intended  by  it,  nor  expect 
ed  from  it,  it  is  the  most  urgent  of  reasons  (and 
what  heart  could  resist  it  ?)  why  it  should  be  in- 
stantly abandoned  ;  and  especially,  if  that  project 
was  a  theoretic  experiment  of  Executive  admin- 
istration upon  ;  hirteen  millions  of  people ;  and 
that  result  the  suddenfcuin  of  the  prosperity  of 
that  whole  peopU. 

No  friend  of  the  President,  I  presume,  will 
say  that  these  collateral  consequences  were  fore- 
seen and  intended  by  him ;  for  his  bitterest  foe 
could  not  say  more  to  mako  him  the  object  of 
execration  now  and  forever.  For  what  could 
make  a  name  more  detestable  to  this,  and  every 
following  age,  than  to  have  it  identified  with  a 
scene  of  calamity,  that  will  ever  "be  marked  as 
an  era  in  the  history  of  the  calamitous  periods  of 
this  country,  and  identified  with  that  scene  as  its 
criminal  author. 

But  the  President <loes  not  say  this — far  from 
it.  He  denies  the  fact  of  distress:  he  represents 
that  the  cry  of  distress  that  comes  to  us  from  all 
parts  of  the  country,  is  not  the  cry  of  distress, 
but  its  counterfeit;  thtt  it  is  raised  for  theatri- 
cal effect,  and  for  a  political  purpose;  and  that 
purpose  to  drive  him  from  the  stand  which  he 
has  taken.  His  friends  in  this  House  leave  us 
to  suppose,  from  their  silence,  or  their  declara- 
tions, that  they  concur  with  the  Executive  in 
this  representation. 

The  denial  of  the  fact  of  distress,  in  the  face 
of  all  the  evidence  before  us  to  establish  it,  I 
consider  as  a  moral  phenomenon,  and  to  be 
marked  as  such  in  the  history  of  the  wanderings 
of  i he  human  mind,  extravagant  as  such  phe- 
nomena have  been.  But  perhaps  it  is  not  wholly 
unaccountable.  We  know  that  the  senses  do 
not  do  their  offices  without  the  consent  of  the 
conscious  mind.  The  marble  column  that  is 
standing  bef  re  us,  and  which  paints  itself  on 
the  retina  of  the  eye,  is  not  seen,  if  the  mind 
■•be  so  abstracted  as  to  be  unconscious  of  the  im- 
age. So  it  was  no  absurdity,  the  saying  "See- 
ing they  see  not,  and  hearing  they  hear  not;" 
for,  though  a  contradiction  in  sound,  it  was 
none  in  sense.  A  proof,  by-the-by,  (and  per- 
haps worthy  of  a  notabenein  passing)  that  the 
('mind  is  a  being  per  se,  and  that  the  senses  are 
.its  instruments,  but  no  part  of  itself. 

TIk.-  case  is  somewhat  analogous  with  the  hu- 
man, and  intellectual  objects.  The  mind  can- 
not see,  or  will  not  yield,  to  the  force  of  evi- 
dence, against  the  predetermined  opposition 
of  the  will.  I  he  only  rational  and  praisewor- 
thy end  of  eloquence  itself,  as  an  art,  is  to  set 
the  will  on  the  side  of  truth:  and  the  greatest  of 
her  victories  is.a  victory  over  the  will.  With- 
out that  victory,  there  are  cases  in  which  evi- 
dence  is  vain,  logic  is  vain;  a  miracle,  and  the 
greatest  of  all  miracles,  would  be  vain.  It  was 
-of  such  obdurate  and  invincible  incredulity  it 
was  said,  and  by  the  voice  of  Divine  Truth 
itself,  then  animating  the  human  form — "If 
tlicy  believe  not  Moses  and  the   prophets,  nei- 


ther would  they  believe,  though  one  should  be 
raised  from  the  dead." 

What  could  be  more  astonishing,  to  one  who 
had  not  considered  the  force  of  the  human  will 
in  blinding  the  human  understanding  to  the  force 
of  evidence,  than  the  denial  of  the  fact  of  distress 
in  the  face  of  all  the  accumulated  and  accumu- 
lating evidence  here  to  establish  it?  To  hear  it 
said  that  the  cry  of  distress  is  counterfeit  which 
we  hear  in  all  parts  of  the  country — which 
comes  to  us  authenticated  by  the  names  of 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  our  fellow 
citizens,  and  among  them  many  that  are  but 
other  names  for  virtue  itself;  and  borne  to  us, 
too,  by  delegations  of  the  highest  grade  of  cha- 
racter in  this  country;  and  their  statements,  too, 
corroborated  by  a  thousand  facts,  which  no  one 
denies,  and  which  cannot  deceive  us?  To  hear 
it  said  in  this  Hall ,  as  it  has  been  repeatedly 
said,  that  the  distress  began  here;  that  here  it 
first  sounded,  and  that  the  complaints  we  hear 
are  but  the  echoes  of  that  sound,  reverberated  to 
us  from  all  parts  of  the  country?  Then  we  are  to 
suppose  that  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  failures 
in  New  York,  and  which  are  daily  increasing, 
are  all  fictitious  failures,  made  to  make  a  show 
of  distress,  not  felt,  and  for  political  effect;  that 
the  sixty  failures  in  New  Bedford,  one  fourth  of 
all  the  mercantile  houses  there,  are  all  fictitious 
failures,  and  made  to  make  a  show  of  distress  not 
felt,  aud  for  political  effect;  that  the  same  scene 
of  counterfeit  bankruptcy,  for  the  same  fraudu- 
lent purpose,  has  been  going  on  in  all  our  com- 
mercial town  and  cities,  and  in  all  our  manu- 
facturing districts;  that  the  whole  country  has 
agreed  to  sink  the  value  of  all  the  property  in 
it  some  fifteen  or  twenty,  or  twenty  five  per 
cent,  to  impose  upon  the  President;  that  the 
whole  country  is  in  one  universal  conspiracy.by 
hanging  out  false  signals  of  distress  to  deceive 
him,  and  thereby  to  induce  him  to  recede  from 
the  position  he  has  taken;  and  to  cap  the  cli- 
max, that  Nicholas  Biddle  has  done  all  this— he 
has  bribed  the  whole  country  into  this  conspir- 
acy. 

The  phenomenon  is  not  the  less,  that  these 
absurdities  should  be  believed,  while  the  fifty 
thousand  witnesses  are  disbelieved,  and  they  the 
very  sufferers  and  victims  of  the  distress. 

Again:  itjis  said, (and  after  a  few  words  on  this 
topic  I  will  relieve  the  attention  of  the  Senate, 
and  resume  my  seat)  that  the  deposites 
were  to  be  removed,  whatever  might  be  the 
consequences,  if  not  now,  shortly  hereafter; 
namely,  at  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  some 
two  years  hence;  that  the  only  difference  then 
was  a  difference  of  time,  and  the  onl  ques- 
tion a  question  of  time;  and  at  best  it  could  on- 
ly be  a  little  putting  off  of  the  evil  day. 

The  removal  now  with  its  collateral  conse- 
quences, now;  which  have  been  the  destruction 
of  confidence  and  credit,  and  a  degree  of  dis. 
tress  that  is  without  a  parallel  in  our  history,  is 
certain.  But  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  at 
the  expiration  of  the  charter,  would  not  be  at- 
tended with  these  collateral  consequences,  for 
it  could  not  create  the  alarm  which  has  pro- 
duced those  consequences.      The  removal  of 
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the  deposites  then  would  he  a  thing  of  course, 
and  to  be  expected  in  the  course  of  things, 
and  there  could  be  nothing  in  it  to  excite  alarm 
We  have  a  proof  of  this  in  our  own  experience. 
The  deposites  were  removed  from  the  former 
bank,  at  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  as  a  thing 
of  course.  It  gave  no  alarm;  it  had  none  of 
these  collateral  effects. 

The  effect  of  depriving  the  coun'ry  of  the 
great  resource  of  a  National  Bank  was  indeed 
severe,  and  was  severely  felt;  but  this  effect 
was  altogether  distinct  from  the  effect  of  the 
removal  of  the  deposites. 

Besides,  it  is  not  certain,  that  if  the  deposites 
had  not  been  removed  now,  that  they  would 
have  been  removed  hereafter;  for  that  would 
depend  on  the  future  will  of  Congress;  and 
that  again  on  the  sentiment  of  the  count  y.  I 
am  aware,  that  the  honorable  gentleman  from. 
Georgia,  (Mr.  Forstth)  whose  argument  I  am 
considering,  in  order  to  make  good  his  argu- 
ment, assumed  that  the  sentiment  of  the  coun- 
try was  decidedly  against  a  bank;  but  what  is 
more  e xtraordinary.  he  "assumed  that  it  would 
remain  so.  Now,  there  is  no  dealing  with  as- 
sumptions like  this;  they  have  nothing  tangible 
in  them;  it  is  like  battling  with  the  air;  you 
strike,  at  nothing;  at  best  (to  use  a  Yankee 
phrase)  it  is  but  guessing,  and  can  only  be  op- 
posed by  guessing. 

But  it  is  enough  to  say  that  the  removal  of  the 
deposites  now,  with  all  its  collateral  evils  now, 
is  certain;  and  it  is  not  certain  that  a  removal 
would  have  been  made  hereafter;  and  if  made 
hereafter,  it  is  certain  it  would  not  have  been 
attended  w.th  these  collateral  evils. 

Tne  following  resolution  was  offered  by  M  . 
LINN  : 

Resolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Offi- 
ces and  Post  Road*,  be  instructed  to  inquire  in- 
tu  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  road 
from  the  town  of  Jackson,  Cape  Gerardeau 
county,  Missouri,  to  Bailey's  Store,  in  Stoddard 
county. 

THE  BANK  QUESTION. 

The  CHAIR  havjng  called  th*-  order  of  the 
day,  being  Mr.  WEBSTER'S  bill  to  continue 
for  a  limited  time  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  Uni  ed  States, 

Mr.  BEN  ION  rose,  and  resumed  his  remarks 
— Mid  concluded  about  a  quarter  past  three 
o'clnck. 

ftf  .  WHITE  rose  and  said,  that  he  wished  to 
offer  liis  sentiments  on  this  question,  and  he 
would  do  so  then,  or  on  Monday  next,  as  might 
be  the  pleasure  of  the  Senate. 

Mr  WRIGHT  observed,  that,  as  there  was 
much  business  of  an  executive  nature  before 
the  Senate  undisposed  of,  he  thought  the  ho- 
norable Senator  had  brttcr  proceed  with  his 
remarks  on  Monday  n^-xt,  and  he  (Mr.  W.) 
would  move  th«t  the  senate  go  into  the  con- 
sideration of  executive  business. 

Mr.  WEBS  I'Eli  wish  d  >o  accommodate  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Tennessee,  in  allow- 
ing mm  to  proceed  to  address  the  Senate,  if  it 
might  be  convenient  to  himself;  but  he  hoped 


kjentlemen  would  come  on  Monday  prepared  t^ 
be  diligent;  for,  wnless  they  should  then  take 
the  question,  he  hoped  he  should  not  be  deem, 
ed  wanting  in  courtesy,  if  he  endeavored  to 
protract  their  daily  sittings  in  order  to  take 
the  question  at  an  early  day. 

Mr.  CLAY  hoped  that  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Tennessee  would  proceed,  if  convenient 
to  himself.  The  debate  on  the  subject  ofhia 
resolution  had  long  been  protracted,  and  should 
in  some  short  time  be  brought  to  a  close.  He- 
therefore  trusted  that  there  would  be  a  general 
concurrence  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  pro- 
long the  daily  sessions  for  that  purpose.  The 
debate  ought  to  be  brought  to  a  close  next 
week;  for  it  had  already  lasted  long  enough  for 
any  one  to  have  gone  to  Europe*  and  returned. 

Mr.  WHITE  expressed  himself  willing  to 
proceed  when  the  Senate  should  think  proper. 

Mr.  WRIGH  V  renewed  his  motion  to  go  in- 
to the  confederation  of  executive  business: 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  executive  business;  and  after  the  doors 
were  re-opened, 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr.  B1NNEY,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  the  Commercial  Bank  of  New  Orleans,  made 
an  unfavorable  report  thereon;  which  was  read, 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr  KING,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  David  Bart- 
let,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief}  which  bill  was  twice  read,  and 
committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHINN,  the  Committee  ©f 
the  Whole  House  to  which  was  committed  the 
bill  to  incorporate  the  Washington  National 
Monument  Society,  was  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration thereof. 

The  bill,  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Jona- 
than Walker  and  John  J.  De  Graff,  was  re-en- 
grossed, again  read,  and  passed,  and  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate  requested  thereto. 

'I  he  remainder  of  the  day  was  devoted  to  the 
consideration  of  private  business 


IN  SENATE. 

Moxdat,  M;irch  24,   1834. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DElJOSlTES. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  such  membe>s  of  the 
Senate  as  have  had  occasion  to  travel  between 
Uoston  and  Sal.-m,  will  recollect  the  town  of 
Lynn;  from  the  ciizens  of  which  place  I  have  a 
memorial,  to  present  to  the  Sen.it-.  It  is  a 
handsome  and  industrious  town,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  8900  persons,  who  are  almost  entirely 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  shoes;  of  which 
article  they  sell,  annually.about  2,000,000  pairs, 
for  which  they  receive  $1,500,000  In  these 
operations,  as  stated  by  the  respectable  gentle- 
men bringing  the  memorial,  they  imke  use  of 
a  great  amount  of  leather,  obtained  from  Phil- 
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adelphia,  and  their  more  immediate  neighbor- 
hood. When  I  was  last  among  them,  they  were 
as  prosperous  and  contented  as  any  other  citi- 
zens of  the  country,  with  a  business  not  espe» 
cially  lucrative,  but  sufficient  to  maintain  them 
in  ample  competence.  But  there  is  now  a  re- 
verse of  all  these  circumstances;  and  they  come 
to  complain  of  the  Executive  act  in  relation  to 
the  bank,  ot  the  consequent  derangement  of  the 
currency,  and  depression  of  their  employment 
and  property:  and  they  give  a  consistent  illus- 
tration of  the  benefit  of  the  operation  of  the 
bank,  which  I  will  state  in  a  single  sentence. 

This  article  of  manufacture  is  sold  in  all  the 
S'ates  of  the  Union,  to  wholesale  and  .retail 
dealers;  and  the  manufacturers  are  accustomed 
to  draw  on  the  purchasers  on  time.  The  rate 
of  exchange,  before  the  late  act  of  the  Execu- 
tive, has  been  no  more  than  three-fourths  of  one 
per  cent,  to  the  most  distant  parts  of  the  Union; 
but  now  they  fi'nd  extreme  difficulty  in  negoti- 
ating bills  of  exchange  at  all ;  and  when  they 
do  it,  they  must  pay  a  discount  of  no  less  than 
three  per  cent.  ;  making  more  than  two  dollars 
on  every  hundred,  and  their  annual  aggregate 
loss  on  exchange  alone,  about  §30,000,  by  the 
It  ss  of  the  facilities  of  exchange  furnished  by 
th  c  Bank  of  tl  e  United  States.  But  they  suf- 
fer  still  more  serious  losses.  The  merchants 
are  not  willing  to  enter  into  contracts  at  all ; 
and,  in  consequence,  the  manufacturers  are 
obliged  to  dismiss  their  hands.  Three  thou- 
sand men,  women  and  children,  are  usually  em- 
ployed by  them  in  the  town  ;  and  1  have  been 
informed  that  they  have  been  obliged  to  dismiss, 
since  the  dale  of  this  memorial,  no  less  than 
300  hands,  who  are  now  out  of  employment. 
They  now  come  before  Congress,  and  ask  them 
to  interfere. 

Sir,  I  will  be  extremely  obliged  to  gentlemen 
if  they  will  give  me  information,  so  that  I  may 
tell  these  petitioners  when  this  Executive  ex- 
periment will  have  been  nude  and  ended,  and 
what  is  the  hope  th  it  the  period  will  ere  long 
arrive,  when  they  may  resume  their  accustomed 
employments,  and  receive  their  usual  reward  for 
their  labors;  and  I  am  the  more  anxious  that 
gentlemen  should  enable  me  to  determine  what 
lo  say,  because  I  am  persuaded  that  the  busi- 
ness of  sending  memorials  is  now  li'.tle  more 
than  begun  ;  and  we  shall  have  memorial  after 
memorial  hastening  thitherward,  complaining  of 
this  experiment,  and  we  must  return  some  an- 
swer, in  relat  on  to  the  time  when  the  experi- 
ment will  have  been  made.  All  men  feel  that 
some  answer  is  demanded.  But  wise  aaid  can- 
did men  cannot  adhere  to  this  ruinous  measure; 
for  I  think  they  are  vastly  more  agitated  than 
consists  with  the  public  happiness.  They  fee! 
that  this  Government  is  their  Government,  and 
tu. i  it  has  collateral  powers;  and  they  ask  a 
portion  of  i i  for  the  security  of  their  quiet  and 
uappmess,  in  a  tone  which  demands  'to  be 
heard;  and  that  the  measures  which  have  been 
uied,  una  which  produce  so  much  misch.ef,  and 
Mich  enormous  mischief,  should  be  retracted — 
tlicymust  be  retracted — and  it  it  is  not  done  vo- 


luntarily, it  must  be  done  by  ihe  all  commanding 
influence  of  the  public  will. 

The  memorial  is  sustained  by  almost  900 
names,  comprising  almost  all  the  voters  in  the 
town,  who  are  never  more  than  1000. 

Mr.  Webster  moved,  that  the  memorial  be 
r.?ad,  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance — and  it  was  so  ordered. 

THE  YORK  PAPER. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  said  he  had  a  com- 
munication  from  the  petitioners  in  York  County, 
Penn.,  who  had  sent  another  paper,  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  one  which  had  been  rejected  by  the 
Senate  a  few  days  ago. 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  the  first  inquiry  was,  whe- 
ther or  not  the  paper  was  couched  in  respectful 
language. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  replied,  let  it  be 
read,  and  then  let  the  Senate  decide. 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  he  understood  it  to  be  the 
rule  and  the  practice,  both  of  the  Senate  and 
the  House,  that  whenever  a  paper  of  such  a 
nature  was  offered,  the  person  presenting  it 
vouched  for  its  respectful  language  ;  if  it  were 
not  so,  he  did  not  understand  the  rule.  He  had 
understood  the  President  of  the  Senate  to  say 
that  he  declined  so  de  daiming  it,  or  rather  he 
referred  it  to  the  House.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, it  was  Mr.  C's.  opinion  that  the 
paper  ought  not  to  be  received,  for  it  did  not 
come  with  the  assurance  that  it  was  respectful 
to  this  body.  Under  these  circumstances  he 
felt  restrained  to  move  that  the  Chair  should 
put  the  question  whetaer  the  new  paper  should 
be  received,  and  read. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  wished  only  to  say,  that  he 
knew  no  difference,  in  a  question  of  this  kind, 
between  the  Chair,  and  the  case  of  any  indivi- 
dual member;  either  in  rule  or  in  practice.  If 
the  Chairman  might  present  a  paper  without 
the  cust  maty  assurance,  then  any  member 
might  do  so,  by  asking  the  Senate  to  hear  it 
read,  and  then  determine  on  its  character.  He 
thought  that  before  reading  it,  the  person  pre- 
senting it  ought  to  vouch  that  the  paper  was  fit 
to  be  read. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said,  if  he  understood  the 
facts  of  the  case,  this  paper  was  a  separate  com- 
munication from  the  one  which  had  been  re- 
ceived, and  the  motion  now  was  on  printing  it 
and  having  it  referred.  It  was  obvious  that  the 
objectionable  part  of  the  paper  was  not  here; 
the  preamble  would  not  be  considered;  and  if 
it  w  ere  so,  by  presenting  the  paper  in  this  man- 
ner, the  Chair  had  been  influenced  by  his  sense 
of  duty  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  it  was  very  evident  there  was 
some  position  beyond  that  which  met  the  eye, 
some  where  or  other.  It  was  not  rejected  only 
on  the  ground  that  its  language  was  offensive, 
though  that  was  one  of  th  grounds;  and  il  was 
brought  back  from  the  committee  with  the  de- 
claration, that  they  were  not  authorized  to  alter 
papers;  or  in  other  words,  that  which  was  at- 
tempted to  be  done  by  a  member  of  the  Senate, 
that  is,  an  alteration  of  a  paper,  was  what  these 
men    did   not  feel  authorized  to  do,  and  what 
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they  would  not  do;  and  they  had  sent  it  back 
in  its  original  state,  with  the  exception  of  the 
preample.  [Some  member  said,  that  was  the 
part  which  was  altered.]  If  authority,  said  Mr. 
C.  was  exercised  in  the  alteration  of  the  pream- 
ble, it  was  equally  good  to  alter  the  body  of 
the  paper,  for  he  had  felt,  and  yet  felt,  that 
whatever  were  his  rights  in  vela' ion  to  altering 
a  bill,  they  were  not  authorized  to  alter  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  public  meeting;  and  now  the  pa- 
per presented  had  been  brought  back  with  a 
■  jrt  of  apology,  that  the  committee  did  not  feel 
authorized  to  alter  certain  exceptionable  parts  of 
the  resolutions, of  which  the  Chair  doubted  the 
propriety,  and  devolved  it  upon  the  Senate  to 
determine  whether  or  not  it  was  respectful. — 
Mr.  C.  meant  to  vote  against  receiving  the  paper 
on  ihis  single  ground,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Chair  to  decide  on  its  character;  and  tilWhe 
Chair  did  decide,that  it  was  respectful  and  de- 
cent, he  would  not  vote  to  receive  it.  This 
responsibility  was  not  to  be  eluded.  The  Chair 
had  declined  to  insure  the  respectfulness  of  the 
pap<  r,  and  in  declining  to  do  so,  he  had  refer- 
red that  question  which  was  tbe  primary  ques- 
tion; and  Mr.  C.  for  one,  would  not  vote  to  re- 
ceive it  till  that  primary  question  had  been  dis- 
charged. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Ala.,  said  he  did  not  know  how 
far  the  Senator  last  up  wished  to  extend  his  re- 
mark, that  every  individual  Senator  was  bound 
to  vouch  for  the  respectfulness  nf  a  memorial. 
Had  the  Senator  read  the  resolutions?  and  if  he. 
had,  where  were  they  disrespectful  ?  The  pre- 
amble was  objectionable;  but  the  committee 
were  not  authorized  to  send  the  preamble,  but 
the  resolutions,  and  he  asked  him  to  point 
to  the  part  of  the  resolutions,  which  was  objec- 
tionable. One  resolution  had  referred  to  mem- 
bers of  Congress;  but  it  was  in  time  gone  by; 
and  if  these  petitioners  believed  the  bank  used 
its  means  to  influence  any  department  of  the 
Government,  they  had  a  right  to  say  so.  If  the 
Senator  would  look  at  theresolutions  again,  he 
would  come  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was  in  an 
error.  They  had  encouraged  free  expressions 
in  the  memorials,  and  he  tioped  the  resolutions 
would  be  read. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said,  when  this  memorial  was 
offered  on  a  former  occasion,  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  had  presented  papers  signed  by 
fifty -three  respectable  persons  denying  both  its 
adoption  and  its  statements;  and  that  the  vote 
on  the  resolutions,  by  the  persons  present  at  the 
meeting,  was  as  three  to  one  against  their  adop- 
tion; and  there  were  only  the  chairman  and  se- 
cretary of  the  meeting  who  attested  that  the  re- 
solutions had  been  ever  adopted;  so  the  ques- 
tion was  not  only  whether  the  resolutions  were 
respectful;  it  was  proved  by  twenty  to  one  that 
the  resolutions  had  never  been  adopted  by  the 
citizens  of  York  county. 

But  he  was  against  them  for  another  reason; 
.  he  held  that  the  committee  who  sent  the  reso- 
lutions, were  not  authorized  to  expunge  the 
preamble.  Even  if  the  resolutions  had  been 
adopted,  the  preamble  was  as  essential  as  any 
part  of  them;  it  was  the  key  to  their  construc- 


tion; and  when  the  preamble  was  necessary  to 
explain  them,  it  was  much  more  prejudicial  to 
the  right  of  petition  to  expunge  it,  than  to  re- 
ject the  whole;  and  if  the  argument  was  of  any 
force,  that  the  members  from  Pennsylvania  and 
the  Chair  had  no  right  to  alter  it,  how  could 
they  receive  it  now,  when  other  persons  had 
undertaken  to  alter  it?  This  was  not  the  paper 
adopted  bv  citizens  of  York  county. 

Mr.  PRESTON  said,  when  he  spoke  of  re- 
sponsibility, his  remarks  were  confined  to  this 
point,  that  after  the  paper  had  come  to  the 
Vice  President,  it  had  virtually  come  to  the  Se- 
nate, and  he  had  ho  right  to  alter  it;  it  was  to 
that  state  of  things  which  he  had  objected,  and 
the  question  was  whether  he  could  change  the 
paper.  But  the  committee  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  they  were  not  empowered  to 
send  the  preamble,  and  they  had  therefore  sent 
the  reso'utions,  and  the  language  of  the  meeting 
was  that  they  should  forward  the  resolutions  — 
Gentlemen  contended  that  the  preamble  was  a 
portion  of  the  paper  which  was  to  be  sent;  but 
the  committee  were  the  proper  persons  to  de- 
cide on  this  point,  and  it  would  produce  confu- 
sion to  look  behind  the  fact  that  it  came  into 
their  hands;  and  it  was  doubtfuljwhether  the 
meeting  intended  at  all  that  the  preamble  should 
come  before  the  Senate,  as  they  had  directed 
specifically  that  the  resolutions  should  be  sent. 

As  to  other  objections,  he  would  not  now  de- 
cide; but  he  would  say  one  word  as  to  changing 
memorials.  When  a  paper  was  directed  to  the 
Vice  President,  he  was  compel 'ed  to  use  his 
discretion;  and  if  it  was  improper  to  present  to 
the  House,  it  ought  not  to  be  offered;  it  was  his 
duty  to  return  it;  but  if  he  doubted,  the  way  of 
the  Chair  was  the  true  one — let  it  be  read,  and 
if  in  reading  it  appeared  to  be  improper,  it 
should  be  rejected-  Such  was  the  illustrious 
instance  mentioned  by  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware; the  memorial  was  sent  back  when  it  was 
half  read;  this  was  a  precedent  of  a  strong  cha- 
racter. He  hoped  the  memorial  would  be  read, 
and  then,  if  it  was  found  objectionable,  that  it 
would  not  be  received. 

Mr.  POINOEXTER  considered  it  rather  out 
of  order  at  this  time  to  receive  and  read  any  por- 
tion of  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  at  York, 
because  the  papers,  in  exttnso,  the  preamble 
and  the  resolutions,  had  already  been  before 
the  Senate,  and  the  Senate  had  refused  to  re- 
ceive them.  He  considered  the  authority  exer- 
cised over  the  paper  by  the  committee,  to  be 
such,  after  this  vote  of  the  Senate,  as  was  not 
warranted  by  any  power  delegated  to  them  by 
the  meeting.  The  meeting  adopted  the  resolu- 
tions and  preamble  as  their  joint  act,  and  the 
preamble  was  as  much  the  joint  act  of  the 
meeting  as  the  resolutions;  and  these  resolutions 
being  a  component  part  of  the  paper  rejected, 
they  ought  not,  and  could  not,  be  presented  a- 
gain  for  recon*ideration,  because  they  had  al- 
ready refused  to  receive  them  in  connexion  with 
the  preamble. 

The  same  objection  which  he  had  formerly 
made,  still  existed,  that  the  document  had  been 
cut  out  of  some  newspaper,  attached  by  a  wa- 
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fer,  and  without  manuscript  signatures.  He  did 
not  think  the  letter  of  the.  committee  cured  that 
defect;  it  ought  to  come  with  the  proper  signa- 
tures of  the  presiding-  officers  of  the  meeting, 
and  it  came  in  no  such  form. 

He  had  another  objection  j  the  gentlemen  who 
had  undertaken  to  disrobe  the  paper  of  the  pre- 
amble, had  expressed  deep  regret,  that  they  could 
not  strike  out  the  offensive  resolution  ;  but  they 
undertook  to  assure  the  Senate  that  they  meant 
no  offence,  and  they  believed  the  meeting  meant. 
no  offence.  If  these  individuals  had  communi- 
cated their  regret,  that  this  resolution  was  among 
them,  and  if  they  had  it  at  their  option,  they 
would  strike  it  out,  were  the  Senate  authorized 
to  receive  it  ? 

There  was  great  doubt  whether  the  resolutions 
ever  did  pass;  and  the  Senate  having  refused  the 
entire  paper,  and  it  having  been  leturned  to  the 
presiding  officers,  what  was  their  incumbent  du- 
ty? If  they  had  confidence  that  a  majority  of  the 
people  would  sanction  the  resolutions,  and  could 
trust  them  to  do  so,  it  was  their  incumbent  duty 
to  call  a  second  meeting,  and  to  submit  them  to 
their  revision  ;  and  then  if  they  had  sent  them 
here,  they  would  have  been  received,  if  they  were 
fit  to  be  received.  But  Mr.  P.  denied  the  power 
of  the  committee  to  separate  them;  they  were  the 
whole  act  of  the  meeting;  and  how  easy  it  would 
have  been  for  these  gentlemen  to  have  got  to- 
gether another  meeting,  and  stricken  out,  and 
sent  here  the  real  opinions  of  the  people  of  York. 
This  circumstance  strongly  intimated  this-fact, 
that  they  were  aware  the  paper  did  not  contain 
the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  York;  for  if  they 
had  confided  in  the  opinion  of  a  subsequent 
meeting,  they  would  have  removed  the  objec- 
tions, and  sent  the  real  paper  ;  but  they  had  at- 
tempted to  introduce  the  very  same  paper,  in 
effect,  as  before,  in  which  the  bank  was  charged 
with  using  its  moneys  to  hire  the  support  of  Con- 
gress; and  would  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina consent  to  act  on  a  paper  containing  such 
expressions?  He  hoped  not;  he  thought  him 
the  last  member  in  the  House  that  would  do  so. 
Mr.  P.  was  decidedly  opposed,  as  formerly,  to 
take  any  notice  of  it  whatever  ;  he  was  opposed 
to  the  reading  ;  it  had  been  already  read  and 
considered;  and  if  these  individuals  thought  that 
the  opinion  of  that  county  corresponded  with  the 
resolutions,  let  them  call  another  meeting,  and 
send  here  a  paper  expurgated,  especially  of  that 
offensive  part,  which  these  individuals  wished 
to  strike  out. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  concurred  with  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi,  that  this  was  a  multilated  docu- 
ment, and  that  it  had  been  mutilated  without 
authority.  There  was  less  authority  for  the  al- 
teration which  hail  been  practised  in  this,  than 
in  the  previous  instance.  The  Senate  fenew 
the  fact,  that  there  was  a  preamble  originally  at- 
tached to  these  resolutions ;  now  what  right 
had  the  committee  to  remove  the  preamble, 
which  was  the  most  impoi  tant  part  of  the  whole 
paper.  The  circumstance  of  the  preamble  not 
being  printed  would  have  justified  the  rejection 
of  the  paper  altogether  ;  a  printed  petition  had 
once  been  sent  to  him,  and  he  had  refused  to 


receive  it.  The  Senate  owed  it  to  its  own  self- 
respect  not  to  receive  printed  papers  of  this 
kind. 

Mr.  LEIGH  said  this  was  a  mutila'ed  paper, 
not  only  as  regarded  the  removal  of  the  pream- 
ble, but  in  consequence  of  an  erasure.  A  word 
had  been  stricken  out  in  that  part  of  the  docu- 
ment which  authorized  the  Chairman  and  Se- 
cretary to  present  the  paper  to  the  Senate.  The 
original  paper  was  not  now  in  the  possession  of 
the  Senate  ;  he  wished  it  were  possible  to  pro- 
cure it,  in  order  that  they  might  ascertain  the 
word  which  had  been  erased.  He  would  not 
have  voted  against  the  reception  of  this  petition 
it  had  been  presented  under  other  circumstan- 
ces, first,  because  he  never  shrunk  from  an  ex- 
pression of  the  will  of  the  people  ;  secondly, 
because  the  resolution  relative  to  the  bank  ad- 
mitfed  of  another  interpretation  than  that  which 
had  been  placed  upon  it.  The  words  objected 
to,  were  "an  institution  which  would  offer  a 
price  for  Senators."  Now  this  was  an  imputa- 
tion upon  the  bank  that  it  desired  to  exercise 
corruption,  but  was  no  charge  against  Senators 
or  members  of  the  other  House,  that  it  had  been 
ahle  to  accomplish  its  object.  He  would  not 
therefore,  have  voted  against  the  reception  of 
the  paper  on  the  ground  of  this  resolution  ;  he 
would  have  voted  for  k,  if  the  preamble  had 
not  been  struck  out,  and  if  the  paper  had  not 
been  made  in  respects  a  mutilated  document. 
If  the  meeting  had  delegated  to  any  person  the 
power  of  striking  out,  or  if  it  were  to  be  con- 
vened again,  and  were  now  to  express  its  ap- 
proval of  what  had  been  done,  he  would  vote 
to  receive  the  paper.  But  were  the  Chairman 
and  Secreta  y  to  make  these  alterations  without 
he  consent  of  the  meeting  ?  They  did  not 
even  themselves  say  that  they  possessed  the  au- 
thority. 

Mr.  EWING  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
most  important  question  was  not  what  the  me- 
morial contained,  but  whether  it  should  be  re- 
ceived by  the  Senate.  The  24th  rule  ordered 
"that  before  any  petition  or  memorial  shall  be 
received  or  read  at  the  table,  whether  the  same 
shall  be  introduced  by  the  President  or  a  mem- 
ber, a  brief  statement  of  its  contents  shall  ver* 
bably  be  made  by  the  introducer.''  The  pre- 
siding officer  in  this  case  was  in  the  same  posi- 
tion as  other  gentlemen;  he  was  bound  to  pur- 
sue the  same  course  of  conduct  as  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate.  Now  what  had  been  the 
practice  of  Senators?  They  had  on  all  occa- 
sions pursued  the  coruse  directed  in  the  24th 
rule;  and  had  exercised  their  judgment  as  to 
whether  the  memorials  they  were  called  on  to 
present  were  couched  in  proper  terms  or  not. 
If  the  memorial  in  question  had  been  presented 
from  the  Chair  without  notice,  he  (Mr.  E.) 
would  not  have  hesitated  to  receive  it,  as  he 
should  have  believed  that  it  contained  nothing 
improper  to  be  listened  to  by  the  Senate.  But 
it  came  in  a  more  questionable  form.  The 
Chair  declared  that  the  document  was  a  muti- 
lated one;  that  he  would  not  vouch  for  i's  pro- 
priety; but  required  the  Senate  to  hear  it  and 
judge  for  itself.    Now  he  (Mr.  E.)  never  would 
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consent  to  receive  a  paper  presented  in  this 
way.  If  the  Chaiii  did  this,  why  could  not  he 
(Mr.  E.)  or  any  other  individual  do  the  same. 
However  much  the  Chair  was  elevated  above 
them  by  the  office  which  he  held,  the  duty  both 
of  the  Chair  and  the  Senate  was  in  this  instance 
the  same.  Senators  were  responsible  for  the 
petitions  which  they  presented;  but  the  Chair 
here  offered  a  memorial  for  which  he  could 
not  vouch,  and  the  propriety  of  which  he  wish- 
ed the  Senate  to  determine.  To  do  this— to 
determine ^upon  it — the  paper  must  be  read; 
and  thus,  if  it  contained  any  thing1  improper, 
the  evil  would  be  accomplished, while  the  Chair 
would  escape  all  responsibility.  The  Senate 
might  be  made  to  listen  to  the  vilest  stuff,  and 
no  one  could  be  held  responsible.  He  (Mr.  E.) 
never  could  consent  to  this  state  of  things.  He 
was  not  aware  that  there  was  any  thing  improp- 
er in  the  memorial  as  it  at  present  stood,  but 
the  person  presenting  it  had  disclaimed  all  re- 
sponsibility— had  refused  to  vouch  for  it;  and 
he,  (Mr  E.)  therefore,  felt  himself  bound  to 
vote  against  its  reception. 

Mr.  KANE  said  some  gentlemen  voted  against 
the  reception  of  the  memorial  the  other  day  on 
the  ground  that  it  was  a  mutilated  paper;  others 
had  taken  exception  to  the  resolutions;  some, 
in  fact,  voted  against  it  for  one  reason,  others  for 
another.  The  memorial  had  been  sent  back  to 
the  persons  from  whom  it  came,  and  had  now 
been  returned,  altered,  into  the  hands  of  the 
Chair  Some  of  the  former  objections,  how- 
ever, still  existed.  What  was  the  Chair  to  do 
under  these  circumstances?  Not  knowing  for 
which,  among  the  numerous  objections  pre- 
viously made,  the  petition  was  rejected,  the 
Chair  was  unable  to  decide  what  should  be 
done  in  the  present  case.  He  (Mr.  K.)  was 
opposed  to  the  proposition,  that  it  was  the  du- 
ty of  the  Chair  to  be  responsible  for  petitions 
or  else  to  send  them  back;  this  was  giving  the 
Chair  a  power  over  the  right  of  petition;  he 
might  upon  these  grounds  reject  any  memorial 
which  should  be  sent  to  him.  He  (Mr.  K.) 
agreed  with  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
that  this  would  be  placing  a  great  degree  of  re- 
sponsibility upon  the  President.  If  he  were  to 
decide  in  this  way  at  all,  it  ought  only  to  be  in 
cases  where  the  impropriety  and  indecency  of 
the  language  was  glaring  and  manifest.  He 
(Mr.  K.)  was  in  favor  of  receiving  the  paper  in 
its  present  condition;  and  should  call  for  the 
ayes  and  nays  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  desired  to  state  the  grounds 
upon  which  he  bad  voted  the  other  day,  and 
his  reasons  for  the  vote  he  now  intended  to 
give.  On  the  previous  occasion  he  had  no  re- 
ference whatever  to  the  contents  of  the  paper; 
he  did  not  examine  if  it  was  respectful  or  not. 
The  memorial  had  been  presented  to  the  Senate 
with  a  declaration,  that  a  portion,  and  an  im- 
portant portion  of  it,  had  been  expunged;  and 
the  chair  decided  that  the  expunged  part  was 
not  before  the  Senate  at  the  time  of  discussion. 
The  paper  was  not  then  the  paper  which  had 
been  sent  by  the  inhabitants  of  York  county; 
it  was  not  a  true,  account  of  the  proceedings  of 


the  meeting.  The  question  he  wished  to  de- 
cide upon  that  occasion  was  whether  or  not  a 
petition  might  be  altered  after  it  came  into  the 
possession  of  an  officer  of  the  Senate?  As  to 
the  purpose  of  those  who  made  the  erasure,  it 
was  doubtless  a  praiseworthy  one;  he  did  not 
stop  however  to  make  any  inquiries  in  that  re- 
spect; all  he  knew  was  that  those  who  had 
stricken  out  a  portion  of  the  paper,  had  no  au- 
thority from  the  meeting  for  so  doing. 

We  believe  their  motives  were  good,  but  they 
had  performed  an  act  which  did  n»t  leave  the 
paper  in  its  original  state.  They  were  called 
upon  to  decide  upon  the  memorial  of  the  peo- 
ple of  York  county,  and  the  document  which 
these  people  had  sent,  was  not  before  the  Senate. 
It  the  paper  had  been  presented  in  its  original 
form,  he  should  have  voted  for  receiving  it ;  but 
he  had  voted  against  its  reception,  because  he 
did  not  look  upon  it  as  the  memorial  of  the  peo- 
ple of  York  county.  And  how  was  the  paper 
now  presented  ?  Why,  the  presiding  officer 
offered  it  to  the  notice  of  the  Senate,  saying 
at  the  same  time,  he  would  not  vouch  for  the 
propriety  of  its  contents  !  The  usage  both  of 
this  and  the  other  House  had  ever  been,  that 
when  a  member  presented  a  memorial,  he  be- 
came responsible  that  its  contents  were  such  as 
might  be  received  and  read  by  either  body.  Sup- 
pose a  Senator,  or  member  of  the  other  House, 
were  to  rise  and  say — "  I  desire  to  present  a  me- 
morial, but  disclaim  all  responsibility  as  to  its 
contents,"  would  the  paper  be  received?  Cer- 
tainly not;  and  he  (Mr.  S.,)  would  never  consent 
to  receive  the  document  in  the  present  case,  un- 
less the  presiding  officer,  or  some  other  member 
of  the  Senate,  would  certify  that  it  was  couched 
in  proper  terms.  When  papers  of  this  kind  were 
read  in  the  Senate,  they  produced  feelings  in  the 
members  of  that  body,  and  in  the  minds  of  the 
people  who  surrounded  them,  which  ought  nev- 
er to  be  felt;  it  was  to  prevent  this  state  of  things 
that  Senators  were  required  to  become  responsi- 
ble for  petitions. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  moved  to  lay  the 
petition  on  the  table  for  future  discussion. 

Mr.  PRESTON  said,  he  was  not  disposed  to 
be  over-nice  hv  these  matters,  but  was  yet  de- 
sirous that  the  rule  of  order  should  be  compiled 
with  in  the  presentation  of  memorials.  The 
act  of  presenting  a  memorial  was  prima  facie 
evidence  that  the  memorial  contained  nothing 
improper  to  be  read  to  the  Senate.  Now,  cases 
might  occur,  in  which  the  person  i  eceiving  a 
memorial  might  have  doubts  as  to  whether  it 
was  proper  to  be  presented  or  not.  What  was 
to  be  done  in  such  a  case  ?  Why,  the  Senator 
must  rise  in  his  place  and  state  the  fact  to  the 
Senate,  disclaiming  that  prima  facie  evidence 
of  the  propriety  of  the  memorial  which  would 
have  resulted  from  his  presenting  it  without 
any  explanation.  It  would  then  be  for  the 
Senate  to  decide  whether  the  paper  should  be 
received  or  not.  This  was  the  case  of  the 
presiding  officer  in  the  present  instance  ;  he 
(Mr.  P.)  therefore  thought  that  officer  had 
acted  p.gh'.ly  in  leaving  the  matter  to  be  decided 
by  the  senate.    If,  however,  any  thing  grossly 
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improper  or  indecent  were  presented  to  the 
Senate,  under  these  circumstances, the  presenter 
ought  to  be  considered  particeps  criminis,  and 
made  responsible  accordingly.  The  honorable 
Senator  from  "Virginia,  (Mr.  Leigh,)  had  alluded 
to  an  erasure  in  the  present  paper  ;  had  said 
that  it  was  a  mutilated  document  4  that  the  pre- 
amble had  been  taken  away.  He  (Mr.  P.) 
never  held  that  to  be  a  mutilation  which  left 
the  sense  and  meaning  of  a  document  unim- 
paired. It  was  very  evident  that  the  preamble 
was  never  intended  by  the  meeting  to  have 
been  sent  to  the  Senate.  One  of  the  resolu- 
tions passed  by  the  meeting,  directed  "that  a 
copy  of  the  resolutions  should  be  sent  to  the 
Senate,"  and  "a  copy  of  the  address  (the  pre- 
amble) and  resolutions  to  various  newspapers." 
Here  was  a  manifest  distinction.  The  resolu- 
tions to  be  sent  to  the  Senate,  and  the  address 
and  resolutions  to  the  newspapers.  The  Chair- 
man and  Secretary,  in  sending  the  address  and 
resolutions  to  the  Senate,  on  a  previous  occa- 
sion had  evidently  done  wrong.  He  (Mr.  P.) 
therefore  was  of  opinion,  that  the  erasure  of 
the  word  "address,"  in  the  present  paper,  and 
the  removal  of  the  preamble,  which  the  meet- 
ing evidently  dd  not  intend  should  reach  the 
Senate,  ought  not  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  muti- 
lation. The  Senate  had  now  every  thing  which 
the  meeting  in  York  County  desired  them  to 
have.  Something  had  been  sa  d  about  sending 
the  paper  back  and  convening  the  meeting 
again.  This  could  not  now  properly  be  done. 
The  Chairman  and  Secretary  exhibited  their 
power  of  attorney  ;  they  showed  the  resolu- 
tions passed  at  the  meeting,  authorizing  them  to 
send  back  a  paper  as,  under  the  alteration,  was 
now  before  the  Senate,  and  the  Senate  had  no 
right  to  send  these  gentlemen  back  to  the 
meeting.  They  (the  Chairman  and  Secretary) 
had  now  properly  di-charged  their  duty. 

The  petition  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 
UNITED  STATES  BANK. 

The  subject  of  granting  leave   to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  was  now  taken  up. 

Mr.  WHITE   addressed  the   Senate  on  th's 
subject,  and  had  not  concluded,  when 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


.     HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  considei  ation 
»f  the  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Virginia,  presented  by  Mr.  GOR- 
DON on  the  3d  of  March  inst.,  and  said  resolu- 
tions were  laid  on  the  table. 

Memorials,  petitions,  resolutions,  and  pro- 
ceedings in  favor  of  a  restoration  of  the  public 
deposites  to  the  Dank  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  said  bank,  were 
presented  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  TAYLOK;  of  New  York — a  memo- 
rial of  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Syracuse,  in 
in  the  State  of  New  York. 

By  Mr.  SELL) EN;  a  memorial  of  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Brooklyn,  on  Long.Island  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  with  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  inhabitants  of  said  town. 


By  Mr.  HAZELTINE;  a  memorial  of  inhabi- 
tants of  Jamestown  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

By  Mr.  FILLMORE;  a  memorial  of  inhabi- 
tants of  Buffalo  and  vicinity  in  the  State  of  New 
York. 

By  Mr.  WAGGENER;  a  memorial  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  ©f  North  Hampton,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

By  Mr.  JESSE  MILLER;  the  proceedings 
of  a  meeting  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  held 
in  Carlisle  on  the  24th  February  las*'. 

By  Mr.  HEIST  ER,  the  memorial  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  of  Lancaster,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

By  Mr.  BINNEY;  the  proceedings  of  a  meet- 
ing of  building  mechanics  of  the  city  and  coun- 
ty of  Philadelphia,  held  on  the  24th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1834,  composed  of  carpenters,  brick  ma- 
kers, brick  layers,  masons,  stone  cutters,  plas- 
terers, painters,  glaziers,  plumbers,  tin  plate 
workers,  blacksmiths,  bell  hangers,  lime  burn- 
ers, iron  mangers,  lumber  merchants,  and  all 
others  who  are  employed  in  furnishing  mate- 
rial and  labor  in  the  erection  of  buildings  in  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia.— Also, 

The  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  tin  plate 
workers,  sheet  iron  workers  and  coppersmiths, 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  held  on  the  3d  of 
March  instant,  accompanied  by  their  memorial. 
Also, 

A  memorial  of  cabinet  makers,  piano  forte 
makers,chair  makers,upholsterers,fancy  furnish- 
ers, fringe  makers,  carvers,  guilders  and  var- 
nishers,  turners,  lamp  makers,  coach  makers, 
and  others,  engaged  in  furnishing  materials  and 
labor  connected  with  these  arts  in  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  with  the  proceedings  of 
the  meeting  of  those  mechanics,  held  on  the 
3d  of  March  inst. — Also, 

A  memorial  of  authors,  editors,  booksellers, 
publishers,  printers,  book-binders,  paper  makers, 
paper  dealers,  stationers,  engravers,  copper  plate 
printers,  type  and  stereotype  founders,  printing 
press-makers,  and  ink  manufacturers,  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia- -also,  h  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  young  men  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  held  the  14th  of  March  inst. 

Mr.  BINNEY  on  the  presentation  of  these 
petitions,  expatiated  at  some  length  on  the  stag- 
nation of  commerce,  resulting  from  the  deprecia- 
tion of  the  circulating  medium  and  the  restriction 
of  discounts.  , 

A  desultory  discussion  followed  on  a  question 
of  order,  in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Binnet 
passed  a  high  eulogium  on  the  intelligence,  pa- 
triotism and  capacity  of  the  mechanics  and  arti- 
zans  of  Philadelphia. 

By  Mr.  CHAMBERS  ;  a  memorial  of  inhab- 
itants of  the  county  of  Franklin  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  remarked,  that  he  was  re. 
quested  to  present  to  the  House  the  proceed 
ings  of  a  public  meeting,  of  the  citizens  of 
Franklin  County,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  15th 
instant.  Also,  a  memorial  from  a  number  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Washington, 
together  with  memorials,  signed  by  inhabitant! 
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of  other  parts  of  the  same  county  ;  all  of  the 
same  tenor,  on  the  subject  of  the  public  clepo 
sits,  United  States  Bank,  and  the  currency,  &c. 
A  respectable  committee  had  been  appointed  to 
bring  the  proceedings  and  memorials  to  the 
House  ;  also  to  confer  with  the  individual  mem- 
bers, and  make  known  the  nature  and  oppera- 
tion  of  the  pressure  in  the  interior  ;  and  learn 
what  relief  was  to  be  expected  from  Congress 
for  an  alarmed  and  suffering  community.  On 
the  accuracy  and  veracity  of  this  committee, 
he  would  state,  that  the  memorials  were  signed 
by  upwards  of  1800  voters,  of  that  county  ;  one 
half  of  whom  were  farmers,  who  cultivated 
their  own  lands,  by  the  labor,  of  their  own 
hands  and  that  of  their  families  ;  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  others,  consisted  of  those  who 
were  engaged  in  the  primary  and  other  manu- 
factures of  iron,  together  with  millers,  mecha- 
nics and  others — embracing  all  classes,  condi- 
tions and  occupations. 

I  have  not  bestowed  attention  to  inform  my- 
self who  or  how  many  of  these  memorialists, 
were  for  or  against  the  present  administration, 
in  time  past  or  present.  Did  I  know  the  fact, 
I  should  not  consider  it  my  duty  to  state  it  to 
the  House,  as  we  are  the  representatives  of  all 
the  people,  and  bound  to  legislate  alike  for  all, 
without  discrimination. 

The  memorialists  represent,  that  but  a  few 
months  since,  they  were  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion, having  but  recovered  from  the  embar- 
rassments and  sacrifices  that  followed,  in  Penn- 
sylvania, the  spirit  of  speculation  and  adven- 
ture, that  was  occasioned  by  the  ^depreciated 
paper  currency,  with  which  that  State  was 
flooded  from  1811  till  1817. 

They  also  represent,  that  they  were  in  the 
enjoyment  of  a  sound  currency,  not  only  equal 
in  value  to  gold  and  silver,  but  for  many  of  the 
purposes  of  trade  more  convenient.  Our  far- 
mers had  found,  for  years  past,  a  low  but  steady 
market ;  industry  was  encouraged  and  enter- 
prise excited.  This  industry  and  enterprise 
was  exhibited  in  the  erection,  by  individuals,  of 
manufacturing  establishments  and  private 
dwellings,  and  our  great  commonwealth  avail- 
ing herself  of  the  spirit  of  the  times,  for  inter- 
nal improvements,  projected  and  embarked  in 
public  works  on  the  most  extensive  scale,  at  a 
cost,  which  lias  already  involved  the  State  in  a 
debt  of  upwards  of  twenty  millions.  The 
public  works  are  unfinished,  unproductive,  and 
yet  requiring  many  millions  of  Jollars'  for  their 
completion.  It  is  matter  of  notoriety,  that 
though  this  great  State,  within  the  last  year 
obtained  her  loans  on  the  most  advantageous 
terms  ;  yet,  within  the  last  few  months,  though 
her  State  authorities  have  advertised  for  part  of 
a  former  loan,  not  a  single  offer  was  received  at 
the  time  appointed  ;  and  notwithstanding  the 
advertisement  has  been  renewed,  it  is  doubtful 
whether  any  terms  are  yet  offered  that  can  be 
accepted. 

The  memorialists  represent,  that  when  they 
expected  to  enter  on  the  enjoyment  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  these  public  works,  as  well  as  indi- 
vidual establishments,  ther  prospects  hare  been 
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^lasted  and  their  hopes  withered.  They  feel 
the  pressure  in  the  derangement  of  the  whole 
moneyed  system  of  the  count' y,  and  in  the  in- 
terruptions of  trade.  They  do  not  allege  that 
they  are  reduced  to  either  pauperism  or  bank- 
ruptcy ;  nor  do  I  concur,  that  any  such 
standard  of  distress  as  that,  is  required,  before 
Congress  will  recognise  it  as  proper  subject  of 
complaint  and  redress.  [The  Speaker  remind- 
ed Mr.  C.  that  his  remarks  must  be  confined  to 
a  brief  statement  of  the  proceedings  and  memo- 
rials.] 

Mr.  C.  proceeded  to  remark' that  the  com- 
plainants represent,  that  within  a  few  months, 
the  products  of  all  branches  of  industry,  have 
been  reduced  to  the  lowest  prices.  The  mea- 
sure of  values  is  nr<de  s>  uncertain,  that  neither 
buyers  or  sellers  know  what  they  ought 
to  give  or  receive.  The  products  of  a  Pennsyl- 
vania farm,  within  a  few  months,  have  been  re- 
duced from  20  to  33  per  cent. 

It  is  represented  that  the  manufacturer  finds 
his  ordinary  channels  of  trade  closed  or  con- 
tracted ;  and  being  without  the  neoessary  f  <cili- 
ti-s  of  having  his  drafts  and  acceptances  cached 
to  raise  on  l>i<  credited  sales,  money  for  the 
prompt  payment  »f  his  workmen  ;  he  must  ne- 
cessarily limit  and  contract  his  business,  though 
in  doing  which,  many  an  industrious  man  may 
be  turned  idle,  or  his  wages  reduced  ;  and  many 
a  worthy  family  doomed  to  suffer  privations. 
The  millers  are  also  embarrassed  by  a  like  un- 
certainty in  a  depressed  and  falling  market ; 
and  the  mechanic  and  laborer  must  necessarily 
participate,  and  have  their  share  of  depreciation 
and  interrupted  enjoyment. 

This  reverse  in  the  condition  of  our  citizens 
and  interruptions  of  trade,  is,  by  the  memorial- 
ists, attributed  to  the  removal  of  the  public  de- 
posites,  to  the  circums'ances  under  which  that 
removal  was  made,  and  the  hostility  of  the  Pre- 
sident to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  memorialists  represent  that  an  experi- 
ence ef  forty  years,  shows  conclusively,  that  a 
National  Bmk  is  absolutely  indispensable,  not 
no'y  as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government,  in 
the  collection  of  its  revenue  and  disbnrsement 
of  the  public  expenditure,  but  as  the  great  in- 
strument under  the  control  of  Congress,  to  pre- 
serve for  our  extended  territory,  and  diversified 
interests,  a  sound  currency  and  facilities  of  ex- 
change. 

They  allege  that  the  experiment  of  a  State 
bank  paper  currency,  was  made  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  charter  of  the  first  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  The  effect  of  the  experiment  then  made, 
was  to  banish  from  circulation  a  metallic  curren- 
cy— flood  the  country  with  depreciated  bank  pa- 
per— unsettle  the  values  of  all  property,  and  in- 
volve the  Government  and  individuals  in  losses 
which  have  not  been  repaired  to  this  hour. 

The  memorialists  desire  that  Congress  shall 
cause  the  public  deposites  to  be  restored  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  ;  and  it  is  also  their 
desire,  that  harmony  shall  be  restored  between 
the  officers  of  Government  and  the  bank,  as  the 
means  of  affording  relief  and  renewing  confi- 
dence.    They  also  desire  that  the  bank  may  be 
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rechartered,  with  such  provisions  and  modifica- 
tions as  will  be  reasonable,  and  provide  for  the 
interests  of  the  people,  as  well  as  the  wants  and 
control  of  the;  Government.  They  also  aek  Con- 
gress to  interpose  by  their  legislation,  for  the 
purpose  of  rescuing  the  country  from  the  opera- 
tion of  an  Executive  experiment  on  the  currency, 
which,  if  pursued,  must  derange  the  whole  course 
of  business,  and  involve  a  large  portion  of  the 
community  in  embarrassment  and  ruin. 

By  Mr.  ANTHONY;  a  memorial  of  inhabit- 
ants of  the  county  of  Lycoming,  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  also, 

The  petition  of  inhabitants  of  Muncy  Creek 
Township,  in  the  county  of  Lycoming,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

By  Mr.  BANKS;  the  proceedings  of  a  meet- 
ing of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Beaver,  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  held  in  the  town  of 
Beaver,  of  the  4th  of  March,  inst. 

By  Mr.  HALL,  of  North  Carolina;  a  memo- 
rial of  inhabitants  ot  Plymouth,  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina. 

By  Mr.  CARR;  a  memorial  of  inhabitants  of 
Washingtou  Township,  in  the"  county  of  Mont- 
gomery, in  the  State  of  Ohio. 
'  Memorials,  petitions  and  resolutions,  against 
a  restoration  of  the  public  deposites  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  against  a  re- 
newal of  the  charter  of  said  bank,  were  pre- 
sented as  follows,  viz  ^ 

By  Mr.  PAGE;  a  memorial  of  inhabitants  of 
the  county  of  Otsego,  in  the  State  of  New 
York. 

By  Mr.  McVEAN;the  proceedings  of  a  meet- 
ing of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Montgome- 
ry, in  the  State  of  New  York ,  held  in  John- 
stown, on  the  12th  of  March,  instant. 
,  By  Mr.  D1CKERSON;  a  memorial  of  manu- 
facturers, mechanics,  merchants  and  farmers  of 
the  town  of  Patterson  and  its  vicinity,  in  the 
.State  of  New  Jersey. 

By  Mr.  JESSE  MILLER;  the  proceedings  of 
a  meeting  of  citizens  of  Carlisle  and  its  vicinity, 

in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  held   on  the 

day  of 1834. 

By  Mr.  LEE,  of  New  Jersey;  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  meeling  of  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
held  at  Bridgeton,  on  the  18th  of  February, 
1834. 

By  Mr.  SUTHERLAND;  a  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  the  third  Congressional  District  of  Penn- 
sylvania; of  citizens  of  the  unincorporated  Penn- 
township  of  Pennsylvania;  and  the  proceedings 
of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  held 
on  the  4th  of  March,  inst. 

By  Mr.  GALBRAITH;  a  memorial  of  inhab- 
itants of  the  county  of  Ciawford,  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

By  Mr.  MASON;  a  memorial  of  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Petersburg,  in  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

By  Mr.  WISE;  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting 
of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Matthews,  in 
the  State  of  Virginia,  held  at  the  Court  House 
on  the  15th  of  February,  1834. 

By  Mr.  LYTLE;  the  proceedings  of  a  con- 


vention of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Hamil- 
ton ,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  held  at  Carthage  on 
the  13th  of  March,  instant. 

By  Mr.  LE  A  VITT;  two  memorials  of  inhabit- 
ants of  tlie  State  of  Ohio. 

Said  memorials  and  proceedings  were  laid  on 
the  table. 

Memorials,  petitions  and  resolutions  in  favor 
of  a  restoration  of  the  public  deposites  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  were  presented  as 
follows,  viz; 

By  Mr.  SHINN;  a  memorial  of  the  State 
bank  of  Camden;  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  New- 
Jersey;  and  the  Cumberland  bank  at  Bridgeton, 
all  in  New  Jersey. 

By  Mr.  SHINN;  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  the 
county  of  Glocester,  New  Jersey,  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  meeting  of  said  inhabitants,  held 
in  Woodbury,  on  the  15th  of  February,  1834. 

By  Mr.  LEE;  a  memorial  of  inhabitants  of 
the  county  of  Cumberland,  New  Jersey. 

By  Mr.  HIESTER;  a  memorial  of  farmers, 
mechanics  and  manufacturers,  and  others,  inha- 
bitants of  the  county  of  Burke,  Pa. 

By  Mr.  HENRY  KING;  a  memorial  of  far- 
mers, iron  masters,  store  keepers,  mechanics, 
and  others,  residing  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
county  of  Schuylkill,  Pa. 

By  Mr.  JESSE  MILLER;  the  proceedings 
of  a  meeting  of  inhabitants  of  the  township  of 
Buffalo,  county  of  Perry,  Pa.  held  on  the  26th 
February,  1834, 

By  Mr.  WATMOUGH;  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  citizens  of  Oxford,Lower  Dublin,  By- 
berry,  Mufland,  and  unincorporated  Northern 
Liberties  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 

By  Mr.  WATMOUGH;  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  citizens  of  the  third  Congressional 
District  of  Pennsylvania,  held  at  the  Northern 
Exchange  in  Philade'phia — also  a  memorial  ot 
inhabitants  of  third  Congressional  District  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

By  Mr.  HARPER;  the  proceedings  of  a  meet- 
ing of  silver  smiths,  watchmakers  and  jewellers 
of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  held  on 
the  8th  of  March,  inst. 

By  Mr.  CHAMBERS;  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  inhabitants  of  Wheatfield  township, 
Perry  county,  Pa. 

By  Mr.  STEWART;  the  memorial  of  inhab- 
itants of  Brownsville  and  vicinity,  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

By  Mr.  GALBRAITH;  the  memorial  of  in- 
habitants of  the  county  of  Crawford,  Pa. 

By  Mr.  MASON;  a  memorial  of  merchants, 
manufacturers,  mechanics  and  other  citizens  of 
the  town  of  Petersburg,  in  the  State  of  Virginia. 
By  Mr.  WISE;  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting 
of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Northampton,  in  the 
State  of  Virginia ,  held  in  Easlville,  on  the 
22d  of  February,  1834— also  the  proceedings 
of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Acco- 
mack, Va.  held  at  the  court  house  on  the  1st  of 
March,  inst. 

By  Mr.  LOYALL;  a  memorial  of  inhabitants, 
of  the  county  of  Princess  Ann,  Va. 
By  Mr.  PATTON;  a  memerial  of  inhabitants- 
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of  the  towns  of  Fredericksburg  and  Falmouth,  I  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  that  atten 
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Virginia 

Said  memorials  and  proceedings  were  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH  presented  a  memorial  of 
citizens  of  the  third  Congressional  district  of 
Pennsylvania,  complaining  of  a  misrepresenta- 
tion attending  the  presentation  to  this  House  on 
the  3d  of  March  instant,  of  a  memorial  from 
certain  citizens  of  said  district,  as  to  the  number 
of  signers  of  said  memorial,  and  representing 
that  many  hundred  of  said  signatures  were  du- 
plicates— which  memorial  was  laid  on  the  table. 
The  SPEAKER  of  the  House  presented  cer- 
tain resolutions  adopted  at  a  meeting  held  in 
York,  Pennsylvania ,  on  the  4th  March,  approv- 
ing the  course  of  the  administration  in  relation  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BARNITZ  moved  the  reading  of  the  res- 
olution,— he  then  observed  that  the  York  resolu- 
tions had  already  acquired  some  celebrity  in  an- 
other place  which  he  could  not  remark  upon, but 
that  the  resolutions  as  now  presented  by  the 
Chair  were  considered  in  their  present  shape  un- 
objectionable. He  was  desirous,  as  he  did  not 
concur  in  the  resolutions,  to  have  submitted 
some  remarks  in  regard  to  them,  but  under  the 
rule  whieh  the  Speaker  had  announced,  no  de- 
bate or  discussion  would  be  allowed  on  th«  pre- 
sentation of  memorials  or  proceedings,  and  he 
would,  therefore,  when  the  subject  came  before 
the  House  for  consideration,  avail  himself  of  the 
opportunity  to  submit  his  views  as  to  the  matter 
contained  in  these  resolutions.  He  then  moved 
the  printing  and  that  they  be  laid  upon  the  ta- 
ble. 

Mr.  BARNET  then  presented  two  protests, 
relating  to  those  resolutions.  He  stated,  that 
under  the  rule  as  now  adopted,  he  was  preclu- 
ded from  ofFering  any  remarks  on  the  occasion  ; 
but  he  would  be  allowed  to  observe  that  they 
were  signed  by  more  than  seventy  citizens  of 
York  County,  who  it  was  alleged  were  present 
at  the  meeting  of  the  4th  of  March  ;  nearly  all 
of  whom  were  personally  known  to  him,  and 
they  were  citizens  of  respectability  and  charac- 
ter, known  in  that  county.  They  state  that  the 
resolutions  did  not  express  the  sense  of  that 
meeting  ;  that  observations  and  facts  contained 
in  them  were  unfounded,  and  that  a  large  majo- 
rity were  opposed  to  tbeir  adoption.  Defer- 
ring any  further  remarks  at  this  time,  he  then 
moved  that  the  protests  be  read,  printed,  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PARKER  presented  the  following  reso- 
lutions, adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  viz  : 

Resolved,  by  the  Council  and  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  That  they  do 
adhere  to  the  resolutions  passed  by  them  on  the 
11th  day  of  January  last,  relative  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  U.   States,  and  the  course  of  Mr. 


tion  and  obedience  which  are  due  to  the  opi- 
nion of  a  sovereign  State,  openly  expressed  in 
its  Legislative  capacity. 

House  of  Assembly,  Feb.  Zlsf,  1834. 
These    joint  resolutions  having  been  three 
times  read  in  the  House,  and  compared, 
Resolved,  That  the  same  be  agreed  to. 
By  order  of  the  House. 

DANL.  B.  RYAL, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 
In  Council,  Feb.  2lst,  1 834. 
These  joint  resolutions  having  been   three 
times  read  in  Council, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  do  pass. 
By  order  of  Council. 

MAHLON  DICKERSON, 
Vice  President  of  Council. 
Said  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table. 
Mr.  TAYLOR  presented  a  petition  of  Origen 
Eaton,  of  Sullivan,  in  the  State  of  New-York, 
praying  for  an  increase  of  invalid  pension. 

Mr.  PARKS  presented  a  petition  of  John 
Perham,  praying  that  his  name  may  be  inscribed 
on  the  list  of  invalid  pensioners. 

Mr.  JOHN  ALLEN  presented  a  petition  of 
Asa  Davis,  of  the  State  of  Virginia,praying  to  be 
placed  on  the  invalid  pension  roll. 

Mr.PATTERSON  presented  a  petition  of  Ebe- 
nezer  Smith,  praying  to  be  placed  on  the  inva- 
lid pension  roll. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions.  # 

Mr.HAZELTINE  presented  a  petition  of  Jere- 
miah Plump. 

Mr.  STEWART  presented  a  petition  of  Timo- 
thy Jordon. 

Mr-  LARORTE  presented  a  petition  of  Lucy 
Keeler,  widow  of  Ebenezer  Keeler  deceased. 

Mr.HEATH  presented  a  petition  of  Elizabeth 
Jane  Waters,  widow  of  Captain  Richard  Wa- 
ters, deceased.  Of  Sarah  Moore,  widow  of 
Colonel  Nicholas  Buxton  Moore,  deceased — and 
of  Martha  Hay,  widow  of  Captain  John  Hay, 
deceased. 

Mr.  J  OHNSON,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  Nancy  Graham,  widow  of  the  late 
John  Graham,  of  Frederick  County,  Maryland. 
Also,  a  petition  of  Nathan  Magruder. 

Mr.  JOHN  BLAIR  presented  a  petition  of  John 
Borden. 

Mr.  HAMER  presented  a  petition  of  John 
Snyder. 

Praying  respectively  that  their  names  may 
be  placed  on  the  list  of  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sioners. 

Mr.  MARSHAL  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 

citizens  of  Bourbon  County,  Kentucky,  praying 

for  an  increase  of  the  pension  of  James  Busby. 

Mr.  LYON,  of  Kentucky, presented  a  petition 

of  William  Baylies,  praying  for  an  increase  of 


pension. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 


Taney,  in  removing  the  Government  Deposites. 
Resolved,  That  the  Legislature  of  New  Jer- 
sey have  not  seen  any  reason  to  depart  from  I  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
such  resolutions  since  the  passage  thereof,  and  Mr.  jR.  M.  JOHNSON  presented  a  petj- 
it  is  their  wish  that  they  should  receive  from  our  ( tion  of  Henry  Thompson,  praying  to  have  his 
Senators  and  Representatives,  of  this  Stale,  in   name  placed  on  the  invalid  pension  rolL 
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Said  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions. 

Mr.  PARKER  presented  a  petition  of  inhab- 
itants of  Monmouth  county,  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  GALBRAITH  presented  a  petition  of 
inhabitants  of  Crawford  county,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  DENNING  presented  a  petition  of  in- 
habitants of  Alleghany  and  Washington  coun- 
ties, Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio  county,  Virginia. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  a  petition  of  inhabit- 
ants of  the  counties  of  Lewis,  Wood,  Jackson, 
and  Kanawha,  Va. 

Mr.  S.  JONES  presented  a  petition  of  in- 
habitants of  Harris  county,  Georgia. 

Mr.  A.  DAVIS  presented  a  petition  of  in- 
habitants of  Fleming  county,  Ky. 

Mr.  CROCKET  presented  a  petition  of  in- 
habitants of  Carrol,  Gibson,  and  Madison  coun- 
ties, Tennessee. 

Mr.  DUNLOP  presented  a  petition  of  inhab- 
itants of  Shelby,  Tennessee. 

Mr.  DUNLOP  presented  a  petition  of  inhab- 
itants of  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  presented  a  petition  of 
inhabitants  of  Seneca,  and  Crawford  counties, 
Ohio. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana,  presented  a-  petition 
of  inhabitants  of  Dearborn  county,  Indiana. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  presented  a  petition  of  in- 
habitants of  the  S  ates  of  Indiana  and  Illinois. 

Mr.  KENNARD  presented  a  petition  of  in- 
habitant of  Morgan,  and  other  counties,  in  the 
State  of  Indiana;  praying  respecively  for  the 
establishment  of  certain  Post  routes  therein  de- 
signated and  described. 

Mr.  PHILEMON  THOMAS  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  William  Batherson,  post  master,  at  Ma- 
disonville,  Louisiana,  praying  Congress  to  pass 
a  special  law,  giving-  to  the  post  master  at  Madi- 
sonville,  a  sum  of  $250  per  annum,  in  addition 
to  the  per  centage  allowed  by  law. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office,  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  presented  a  petition  of  Wm. 
Russel,  praying  payment  for  property  taken 
fro  'ii  him  by  the  United  States'  troops  during 
the  late  war,  and  for  necessaries  and  supplies 
furnished  said  troops. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  presented  a  petition  of 
Curtis  Grubb,  praying  compensation  for  dam- 
age done  to  his  farm  by  the  occupation  thereof, 
of  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
during  tlie  late  war. 

Mr.  HEATH  presented  a  petition  of  Horatio 
G.  Jameson,  praying  to  be  paid  for  professional 
services  rendered  in  1819,  to  sick  persons  con- 
fined in  jail  in  Baltimore,  at  the  instance  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  LOYALL  presented  a  m  morial  of  Robert 
BeaP,  administrator  of  George  Beall,  Senr.  de- 
ceased, late  of  the  City  of  Washington,  pray- 
ing payment  for  3750  lbs.  nails  furnished  the 
United  States,  and  delivered  at  the  Navy  Yard, 
in  said  city,  and  which  were  destroyed  by  the 
burning  of  said  yard,  in  August  1834. 

Mr.  LOYALL  presented  a  petition  of  Nathan- 
iel P-  Tatem,  of  Nbrfolk  county,  Va.,  praying 
to  be  allowed  the  full  contract  price  for  timber, 


delivered  by  him  at  the  Navy  Yard,  at  Ports- 
mouth, in  Virginia,  ten  per  cent.,  having  been 
deducted  as  the  petitioner  conceives  unjustly. 

Mr.  LOYALL  presented  a  petition  of  Wm. 
Tett,  praying  remuneration  for  losses  sustained, 
and  payment  for  property  destroyed  by  the 
enemy  during  the  late  war. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan, on  behalf  of  sundry  citizens  of  said  Ter- 
ritory, who  have  claims  against  the  United  States, 
for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed,  dur- 
ing the  late  war  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain. 

Mr.  CROCKETT  presev\teda  petition  of  Jesse 
Manly,  praying  remuneration  for  the  property 
destroyed  in  the  year  1812,  by  a  party  of  Creek 
Indians. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Tennessee,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  William  Campbell,  praying  remunera- 
tion for  a  quantity  of  lead,  and  a  small  sum  of 
money  overpaid  to  the  United  States,  as  assist- 
ant superintendant  of  the  lead  mines  on  the  up- 
er  Mississippi  river. 

Mr.  STANDIFER  presented  a  petition  of 
James  Elder,  of  praying  remuneration  for  horse* 
lost  while  engaged  in  the  removal  of  Cherokee 
emigrants  from  that  part  of  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion, withing  the  limits  of  North  Carolina,  to 
the  Agency. 

By  Mr.  MITCHELL,  of  Ohio;  memorial  of 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Muskingum,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio. 

By  Mr.  CAGE,  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting 
of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Wilkinson,  in 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  held  at  Woodville,  on 
the  25th  Feb.  1834;  also, 

The  proceedings  ef  a  meeting  of  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  Adams ,  in  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, held  in  Natches,  on  the  18th  of  Februa- 
ry, 1834. 

By  Mr.  CHAMBERS;  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  inhabitants  of  Franklin  county,  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  held  in  Chambers- 
burg,  on  the  15th  of  March,  inst. 

Said  memorials  and  proceedings  were  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  LEA  presented  a  petition  of  Elizabeth 
Dunlop,  praying  to  be  compensated  for  suffer- 
ing and  losses  sustained  by  herself  and  ancestera 
during  the  Indian  war  of  1794. 

Mr.  LEA  presented  a  petition  of  Moses  De- 
fries,  praying  compensation  for  the  loss  of  a 
horse  during  the  late  war. 

Mr.  McLANE  presented  a  petition  of  Levi 
Pinney,  praying  remuneration  for  property  de- 
stroyed during  the  late  war. 

Mr.  PHILEMON  THOMAS  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  Jacob  Smith,  praying  that  his  claim 
may  be  examined,  and  relief  awarded. 

Mr.  EWING  presented  a  petition  of  Julia 
Bezcon  praying  compensation  for  property  ap- 
plied to  public  use. 

Mr.  CAKY  presented  a  petition  of  James  Hay 
praying  compensation  for  the  loss  of  a  horse. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PATTON,  the  case  of 


March  24.  J 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


241 


Aaron  Morton,  presented  Feb.~  5th,  1829,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr.  CRANE  presented  the  petition  of  Mary 
Cowly,  widow  of  Michael  Cowly  deceased, 
praying  to  be  paid  the  balance  of  pay  and  bou  n 
ty  due  her  late  husband — referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  CAMPHELL  P.  WHITE  presented  a 
memorial  of  the  directors  of  the  New  York  in- 
stitution for  the  instruction  of  the  deaf  and  dumb 
praying  further  assistance  from  the  Government 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  CRANE  presented  a  petition  of  inhabit- 
ants 'of  Wood  county,  Ohio,  praying  that  a  new 
land  office  may  be  established,  and  located  in 
the  town  of  Perrysburg,  in  said  county. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN  JONES  presented  a  petition 
of  Josiah'Lee,  praying  to  be  refunded  the  excess 
of  money  paid  on  the  purchase  of  land. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRANE,  the  petition  of  the 
heirs  of  Peter  Dominick  Robert,  deceased,  pre- 
sented 3rd  March,  1817,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  MERCER  presented  a  petition  of  the  heirs 
and  representatives  of  Thomas  H.  Pope,  deceas- 
ed, praying  compensation  for  services  rendered 
b}  said  Thomas  H.  Pope  as  an  officer  in  the  army 
of  the  Revolution. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  New  York,  presented  a 
petition  of  John  Sammons  and  Eve  Sammons,  on 
behalf  of  the  heirs  at  law  of  said  Jacob  Sam- 
mons, praying  that  the  amount  of  money  advan- 
ced by  him  for  the  use  of  a  regiment  of  United 
States'  troops  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  may  be 
refunded. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  presented  a  petition  of  John 
Murphy,  praying  to  be  paid  for  services  perform- 
ed by  his  brother,  James  Murphy,  deceased,  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Mr.  BANKS  presented  a  petition  of  William 
Egbert,  praying  to  be  paid  for  a  horse  and  equip- 
ments lost  by  him  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  COST  JOHNSON  presented 
a  petition  of  the  heirs  at  law  of  John  Cook,  who 
commanded  the  ship  Defence,  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  praying  compensation  for  his  services, 
and  for  property  captured  by  the  British  and  de- 
stroyed during  the  said  war. 

Mr.  ARCHER  presented  a  petition  of  Charles 
Woodson,  heir  and  legatee  of  Tarlton  Woodson, 
deceased,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  balance  due 
from  the  United  States  to  the  said  Tarlton.  Wood- 
son, deceased,  of  $250  66. 

Mr.  CHINN  presented  a  petition  of  Andrew 
W.  Cameron,  sole  heir  and  executor  of  the  late 
Charles  Cameron,  deceased,  praying  to  be  paid 
the  commutation  of  half  pay  for  life,  to  which  the 
said  Charles  Cameron  was  entitled. 

Mr.  DAVENPORT  presented  a  petition  of 
Jackville  King,  praying  compensation  for  servi- 
ces rendered  by  him  as  an  officer  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war. 

Mr.  CHILTON  ALLAN  presented  a  petition 
of  Abraham  Bowman,   praying  to  be  paid  the 


commutation  of  half  pay  for  life,  as  a  Colonel  in 
the  army  of  the  Revolution . 

Mr.  JOHN  BLAIR  presented  a  petition  of 
Zacheus  Copeland,  praying  to  be  paid  for  servi- 
ces as  a  soldier  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  presented  a  petition  of 
Silas  Pierce,  praying  for  a  pension,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions. 

Mr.  PARKER  presented  a  petition  of  Law- 
rence Kearney,  in  behalf  of  himself,  as  comman- 
der,and  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  ship  of  war 
Warren,  praying  to  be  paid  prize  money  for 
sundry  piratical  vessels,  captured  by  him  while 
on  a  cruise  in  the  Mediterranean  sea,  in  1827; 
or  that  he  may  be  indemnified  for  losses  sustain- 
ed while  on  said  cruise. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH  presented  a  petition  of 
Lieut.  Thomas  Dowin,  praying  to  be  paid  for 
services  rendered  by  him,  in  making  a  survey 
of  the  coast  of  the  U.  States  in  1817. 

Mr.  STODDERT  presented  a  petition  of 
Lucy  Evans,  mother  of  John  Erans,  who  was  a 
midshipman,  and  killed  in  the  action  between 
the  Chesapeake  and  Shannon,  in  the  late  war, 
and  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension  in  conside- 
ration of  the  loss  of  her  son. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  a  memorial  of 
Commodore  James  Barron,  praying  compensa- 
tion for  a  code  of  signals  prepared  by  him  in 
the  years  1799  and  1800,  adopted  for  the  use  of 
the  navy  qf  the  United  States,  as  also  for  a  re- 
version thereof  in  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain. 

Mr.  POLK  presented  a  petition  of  Spencer  G. 
Gist,  a  passed  midshipman  in  the  navy  of  the  U. 
States,  claiming  pay  for  services  rendered  at  dif- 
ferent times,  as  Lieutenant,  and  also  as  a  sailing 
master. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BINNEY  presented  a  petition  of  Arnold 
Buffman,  praying  permission  to  import  beaver 
hats  fiovn  England,  to  the  amount  of  £1000  ster- 
ling, free  of  duty,  which  hats  he  is  compelled  to 
receive  in  payment  of  debts  due  him  for  patent 
rights  sold  to  persons  residing  in  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  presented  a  petition  of 
Joseph  K.  Folsom,  praying  to  be  allowed  the 
bounty  on  a  fishing  voyage,  commenced  by  the 
schooner  Galaxy,  said  schooner  having  been  lost 
at  sea  while  on  said  voyage. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HEATH,  the  petition  of  su- 
gar refiners  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  presented 
February  6th,  1833,  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  HAZELTINE  presented  a  petition  of  in- 
habitants of  the  State  of  New  York,  praying 
that  an  appropriation  may  be  made  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  the  Allegheny 
river,  from  the  city  of  Pittsburg  to  Clear  Point, 
in  the  State  of  New  York. 

Mr.  BURD  presented  a  petition  of  inhabitants 
of  Bedford   county,  Penn.  praying  Congress  to 


342 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


[23d  C.  l«tS. 


authorize  the  subscription  of  a  million  of  dollars 
to  the  capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal,  to  be  applied  to  the  construction  of  the 
western  section  of  said  canal. 
i  Mr.  McKENNAN  presented  a  memorial  of 
same  tenure  and  effect  from  inhabitants  of  Wash- 
ington county  Penn. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  presented  a  petition  of  in- 
habitants of  Washington  county,  Penn.  praying 
for  the  construction  of  a  national  road  from  the 
town  of  Washington  in  said  county,  by  Williams- 
burg, in  Virginia,  to  the  Ohio  canal  on  the  shore 
of  Lake  Erie. 

Mr.  STEWART  presented  sundry  petitions 
from   inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 

firaying  Congress  to  subscribe  a  million  of  dol- 
ars  towards  the  construction  of  the  western  sec- 
tion of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal. 

Mr.  DENNY  presented  a  similar  petition  from 
other  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  WM.  C.  JOHNSON  presented  a  similar 
petition  from  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  THOMAS  presented  simi- 
lar petitions  from  other  inhabitants  of  Maryland; 
also, a  petition  of  inhabitants  of  Washington  coun- 
ty, Md.  praying  Congress  to  make  an  additional 
appropriation  to  complete  the  eastern  section  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal. 

Mr.  LUCAS  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  State  of  Virginia,  praying  Con- 
gress to  subscribe  a  million  of  dollars  towards 
the  western  section  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal. 

Mr.  MERCER  presented  a  remonstrance  of 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Berrien,  Territory 
of  Michigan,  against  any  change  of  alteration 
in  the  route  of  the  Chicago  road,  to  the  mouth 
of  the  River  St.  Joseph. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESY  presented  a  resolution 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
soliciting  Congress  to  grant  said  State  five 
hundred  thousand  acres  of  public  land  to  aid 
said  State  in  the  construction  of  a  Canal  to  con- 
nect the  Ohio  Canal  with  the  Pennsylvania  Ca- 
nal. 

Mr.LE  AVITT  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  praying  Con- 
gress to  subscribe  a  million  of  dollars  towards 
the  construction  of  the  Western  section  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal. 

Mr.  SP ANGLER  presented  a  petition  of  in- 
habitants of  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  praying 
for  the  construction  of  a  National  road,  from 
the  town  of  Washington,  Pa.,  by  Wellsburg, 
in  Va.,  to  the  Ohio  canal;  or  to  the  shore  of 
Lake  Erie. 

Mr.  E.  D.  WHITE  presented  a  petition  of 
inhabitants  of  the  Parish  of  La  Fourete,  La. 
praying  that  certain  lands  lying  contigous  to 
Lake  De  Boeuf,  may  be  granted  to  said  inhabit- 
ants to  aid  them  in  digging  and  preserving  an 
outlet  for  the  waters  of  said  Lake. 

Said  petitions,  memorials,  and  resolutions 
were  referred  to  the  Committe  on  Roads  and 
Canals. 

Mr.  DAY  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of 
the  town  of  Auburn,  New  York,  praying  for 


the  passage  of  a  law  extending  to  parties  to 
actions  in  the  Circuit  Courts  arising  under  the 
patent  laws  of  the  United  States,  the  right  to 
a  writ  of  error,  or  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  in  all  cases  where  the  matter  in  disputes 
or  the  sum,  for  which  judgment  is  recovered, 
exceeds  five  hundred  dollars. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  and  Mr.  HARD  several- 
ly presented  similar  memorials  of  other  citizens 
of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  presented  a  petition  of 
inhabitants  of  Oneida  county,  in  the  State  of  N. 
York,  praying  that  the  terms  of  the  District 
Court  of  the  United  States,  in  and  for  the 
Northern  district  of  New  York,  may  be  con- 
centrated to  the  City  of  Utica,  in  Oneida  coun- 
ty, and  praying  that  a  suitable  building  may  be 
erected  for  the  accommodation  of  the  court  and 
its  officers,  to  be  located  in  said  City. 

Said  memorials  and  petitions  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  GILBERT  presented  a  petition  of  Cep- 
has L.  Rockwood,  stating  that  in  1814  he  ex- 
pended $375  for  the  benefit  of  the  United 
States,  and  praying  for  a  grant  of  public  land 
in  consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  CRANE  presented  a  petition  of  Barbara 
Wilcox,  praying  that  the  right  of  pre-emption 
may  be  granted  her  in  the  purchase  of  a  tract 
public  land. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LUCIUS  LYON,  the  pe- 
tition  of  John  Carrol,  Jr.  presented  at  this  ses- 
sion, was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

Mr.  CHINN  presented  a  petition  of  mer- 
chants, and  other  inhabitants  of  Alexandria,  D. 
C,  praying  that  buoys  may  be  placed  at  sundry 
places  In  the  river  Potomac. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
City  Council  of  the  City  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 
praying  that  an  appropriation  may  be  made  for 
the  repair  and  completion  of  the  United  States 
Marine  Hospital  in  thai  City. 

Mr.  PHILEMON  THO.viAS  presented  a  pe- 
tition ot  inhabitants  of  St.  Francisville,  and 
other  citizens  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  pray- 
ing that  a  port  of  entry  may  be  established  at 
said  Town. 

Mr.  EDWARD  D.  WHITE  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  J.  W.  Bingey,  surveyor  of  the  customs 
of  Port  Ponchartrain,  praying  for  an  increase 
of  compensation. 

Said  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  DENNY  presented  a  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Pennsylvania,  praying  Congress  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Similar  memorials  were  presented  by  Mr- 
JOHN  BLAIR,and  Mr.HAMER,  from  the  Ma- 
numission Society  of  Tennessee,  and  inhabi- 
tants of  Boon  County,  Ohio. 

Said  memorials  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  STEWART  presented  a  petition  of 
Stewart  H.  Whitehill,  relative  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  National  Bank. 
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Mr.  FKANCIS  THOMAS  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  inhabitants  of  Alleghany  County,  in  the 
State  of  Maryland,  praying-  for  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  completion  of  the  Cumberland 
Roid. 

Said  petitions  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  THOMAS  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Henry  Locker,  praying  Congress  to 
make  some  provision  for  his  benefit;  in  conside- 
ration of  his  having  first  introduced  clover  seed 
in  the  State  of  Maryland. 

Said  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Agriculture. 

Mr.  McLENE  presented  a  resolut  on  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  solici- 
ting a  speedy  decision  on  the  memorial  of  the 
said  General  Assembly,  in  relation  to  the  boun- 
dary line  between  that  State  and  the  Territory 
of  Michigan — which  resolution  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  WARD  WELL  presented  a  memorial  of 
Officers  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  sta- 
tioned at  Fort  Dearborn,  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
remonstrating  against  the  passage  of  a  bill  in- 
troduced into  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  pu  pose  of  creating  a  provident  or  pension 
fund,  by  a  tax  on  the  pay  of  all  Officers  of  the 
Army. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  a  similar  memorial 
of  Officers  of  the  Army,  stationed  at  Jefferson 
Barracks. 

Mr.  BURD  presented  a  sinvlar  memorial  of 
Officers  of  the  Army,  stationed  at  Fort  Niagara. 

Mr.  EDWARD  D.  WHITE,  a  simlar  me- 
morial of  Officers  stationed  at  Baton  Rouge. 

Said  Memorials  were  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  Bill,  sgainst  the  passage  of  which 
they  remonstrated. 

Mr.  RICHARD  M.  JOHNSON  presented  a 
petition  of  James  Jones,  of  Salford,  England, 
praying  Congres*  to  authorize  the  issuing  of 
letters  patent  to  him.  for  the  invention  of  ro- 
ving, spinning,  and  doubling  cotton,  silk,  flax, 
wool,  and  other  fibrous  substances  ;  which  pe- 
tition was  referred  to  the  Commit1  ee  on  Manu- 
factures. 

Mr.  ELI3HA  WHITTLESEY  presented  a 
resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  requesting  Congress  to  pass  an 
Act  granting  land  to  the  officers,  militia,  and 
volunteers,  who  served  in  the  late  war  for  three 
months  and  upwards,  and  to  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  those  who  were  killed,  and  to  those 
who  en  isted  and  served  for  12  or  18  months— 
which  petition  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  COST  JOHNSON  presented 
a  memorial  of  Officers  of  the  Army  in  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,  praying  that  grants  of 
bounty  land  may  be  made  to  Officers  of  said 
Army--which  memorial  was  laid  on  the  table, 

Mr.  McLENE  presented  the  following  reso 
lutions,  adopted  by  the   General  Assembly  of 
.the  State  of  Ohio  : 

Resolved,  By  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
'State  of  Ohio,  That  the  Military  Academy 
heretofore  established  at  West  Point,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  supported  exclusively 


by  the  funds  of  the  Gen-.ral  Government,  is 
partial  in  its  operations,  and  wholly  inconsistent 
with  the  spirit  and  genius  of  liberal  institutions. 
Resolved,  Therefore,  that  said  Military  estab- 
lishment  ought  to  be  abol  shed  ;  and  that  our 
Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  Re- 
presentatives requested,  to  oppose  any  further 
operations  for  the  support  of  said  Academy  ; 
provided  that  no  Representative  shall  be  consi- 
dered as  being  requested  to  vote  aga  nst  the 
known  wishes  of  his  immediate  constituents. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  this  State 
transmit  to  each  of  said  Senator-iand  Represen- 
tatives, an  authenticated  cdpy  of  the  foregoing 
resolutions.  JOHN  H.  KEETH, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
DAVID  F.  DISNEY, 
Speaker  of  the  Senate- 
Said  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BEATTY,  it  was 
Resolved,  that  the    Committee   on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  mail  route 
from  Richmond  Kentucky,  passing  Slaughters, 
Salt  Works,  Mount  Vernon,  to   Somerset,  Pu- 
laski county,  Kentucky. 

Resolved,  that  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  continuing  or  extending 
the  mail  route,  that  runs  from  Monroe  to  Lo- 
cust Shade  in  Tennessee,  to  Bucksville  Ten- 
nessee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DUNLAP,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  a  marine  hospital  at  the  town  of 
Memphis  on  the  Mississippi  river,  for  the  re- 
ception of  all  sick  and  disabled  persons  in  any 
wise  engaged  in  the  navigation  of  said  river. 

Mr.  PEY TON  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion which  was  read  and  laid  upon  the  table: 

Resolved,  that  the  Secretary  of  War  commu- 
nicate to  this  House,  all  the  correspondence 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  Department  of 
War,  since  the  4th  March,  1829,  in  reference 
to  a  removal  or  change  of  the  Pension  Office 
operations,  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
and  its  several  branches,  to  any  of  Ihe  local 
banks. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MOORE,  it  was 
Resolved,  that  the   Committee   on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route 
from  the  town  of  Pattonsburg  in  the  county  of 
Bottetourt  in  the  State   of   Virginia,  to  Clifton 
Forge,  in  the  county  of  Allegany  in  said  State; 
and  of  establishing  a  post  route  from  the  town 
of  Waynesborough  to  the  town  of  Greensvill; 
in  the  county  of  Augusta,  and  State  of  Virginia. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  FULTON,  it  was 
Resolved,   that  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  be  instructed  to  inquire 
in  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route 
from  Fincastle,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  to  Cum- 
berland, in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  by  a  route 
recently  surveyed  by  authority  of  the  Legisla- 
ture oi  Virginia. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  GRAHAM, 
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Resolved,  that  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  mail  route 
from  Morgan  Town  in  Burke  county,  North 
Carolina,  up  Johns  river  to  John  Maste's  on 
Watauga  river,  in  Ash  county. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POLK,  it  was 

Resolved,  that  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route 
from  Williamsport,  in  Murray  county,  by  the 
way  of  True's  store  and  Chow  Creek,  to  Frank- 
lin, in  Williamson  county,  Tennessee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEA,  of  Tenn.  it  was 

Resolved,  that  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads,  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  mail  route 
from  Maryville,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  by 
the  way  of  Mount  Vail  Springs,so  as  to  intersect 
the  route  from  Madisonville,  Tennessee,  to 
North  Carolina,  at  Hugh  Gormley's  on  Tennes- 
see river. 

At  five  o'clock  the  House  adjourned. 


SENATE. 

Tuesday,  March  25,  1834. 
REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said  he  had  received  a  memo- 
rial, which  he  would  present  to  the  Senate, 
from  citizens  of  the  village  of  Hillsborough  and 
its  vicinity,  in  the  western  part  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  complaining  of  a  violation  of 
law,  and  of  an  assumption  of  power,  in  the  re- 
moval of  the  public  deposites  from  the  Bank  of 
the  Un; ted  States,  and  praying  that  theymight 
be  restored  ;  and  it  was  stated  that  nine  tenths 
of  the  signers  of  the  memorial  were  the  origi- 
nal supporters  of  General  Jackson. 

He  had  also  another  memorial  from  citizens 
of  the  county  of  Hal-fax,  in  the  eastern  part  of 
North  Carolina.  He  was  particularly  acquaint- 
ed with  some  of  the  signers,  and  he  could  say 
that  they  were  highly  respectable.  They  com- 
plained of  an  assumption  of  power,  and  a  viola- 
tion of  law,  by  the  Executive,  in  the  removal 
of  the  deposites ;  that  act  had  produced  great 
evils,  and  evils  to  which  they  were  exposed, 
and  they  prayed  Congress  to  interpose  and  ar- 
rest Iheir  progress  which  they  thought  might 
be  done  to  a  great  extent  by  the  restoration  of 
the  deposites.  As  this  memorial  was  very  long, 
he  would  not  ask  that  it  m  ght  be  read  ;  but  he 
moved  that  the  other  be  read,  and  that  both 
be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance  ;  and  it  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said,  he  had  been  requested 
to  present  certain  resolutions,  in  regard  to  the 
removal  of  the  deposites  and  the  rechartering 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  He  had 
waited  for  an  opportunity  to  present  them,  but 
this  was  the  first  that  had  occurred.  He  would 
not  pursue  the  argument  in  relation  to  their 
contents;  but  he  would  say ,  they  were  couched 
in  respectful  language  ;  and  that  the  meeting, 
by  whom  the  resolutions  were  passed,  were  com- 
posed of  persons,  with  some  of  whom  he  was 
acquainted;  and  they  were  men  of  business, 


and  as  men  of  business,  he  held  that  their  sen- 
timents were  entitled  to  the  candid  considera- 
tion of  this  honorable  body.  He  moved  that 
they  be  read,  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance;  and  jt  was  so  ordered. 

The  resolutions  were  from  a  meeting  of  the 
silversmiths,  watchmakers,  and  jewellers,  of 
Philadelphia. 

UNION  BANK  OF  MARYLAND. 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  I  have  heard,  and  1  presume 
every  member  of  the  Senate  has  heard,  that  in 
the  course  of  yesterday,  a  bank,  chartered  by 
the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  has  failed,  has 
stopped  payment;  and  the  evidence  of  the  fact 
is  to  be  found  in  the  public  prints  of  this  morn- 
ing. I  have  also  heard ,  and  most  of  the  Senate 
have  doubtless  heard,  that  in  consequence  of  a 
supposed  connexion  between  the  bank  thus 
exploded,  and  the  Union  Bank  of  Marvland, 
which  was  selected  for  the  reception  of  the 
public  money,  is  surrounded  by  a  great  crowd, 
and  an  immense  run  is  made  on  the  latter 
bank.  There  are  statements  that  there  is  a 
great  crowd  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  order 
that  men  who  hold  bills  of  the  Union  Bank, 
may  obtain  specie  for  their  paper;  and  the  con- 
nexion between  these  two  banks  is  so  intimate, 
that  great  danger  is  apprehended  that  the 
Union  Bank  of  Maryland  will  also  fail,  in  that 
bank,  it  appears  by  the  returns  of  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  himself,  that  he  is  a  stock- 
holder; but  to  what  extent  he  is  astockholder, 
does  not  appear  by  his  return  to  the  Senate; 
but  I  find  his  name  as  a  stockholder,  and  I  have 
heard  that  he  is  a  stockholder  in  that  bank  to  a 
considerable  extent.  I  have  heard  that  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  his  fortune  is  in  that  bank; 
and  that  he  is  also  a  Director  of  the  Bank. 

I  hope,  sir,  it  will  turn  out,  that  the  Union 
Bank  is  safe,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  is  not  a  stockholder  tu  any  such  ex- 
tent, as  to  authorize  the  suspicion  that  the  con- 
sideration of  individual  interest  entered  into  the 
motive  which  induced  him  to  select  that  bank. 
But  1  have  also  heard,  that  in  consequence  of 
the  condition  of  the  Bank  of  Maryland  and  the 
Union  Bank,  a  Treasury  draft,  to  the  amount  of 
$150,000,  has,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days, 
been  furnished  to  the  Union  Bank,  by  the 
Treasury  Department.  I  know  not  how  far 
these  rumors  are  founded  on  fact ;  but  this  I 
know,  that  it  is  our  official  duty  to  inquire 
whether  there  is  danger  to  the  money  or  the 
United  States  deposited  in  the  Union  Bank ; 
and  for  this  purpose,  I  have  prepared  a  resolu- 
tion, and  hope  it  will  be  at  once  considered, 
without  the  usual  delay;  s.) that  we  may  immedi- 
ately obtain  the  information  required. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  report  to  the  Senate,  what 
amount  of  public  money  is  now  on  deposite  in 
the  Union  Bank  of  Maryland  ;  on  what  account 
it  was  deposited  ;  and  whether  any  Treasury 
drafts,  contingent  or  other,  have  been,  during 
the  month  of  March,  1834,  furnished  to  the  said 
bank,  to  enable  it  to  meet  any  demands  which 
might  be  made  upon  it. 
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Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  if  the  hon.  Senator  had 
introduced  his  resolution  without  remarks,  he 
would  not  have  interposed  any  objection  to  its 
immediate  consideration.  The  fact  was  on  the 
public  records  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury was  a  stockholder  in  the  Union  Bank,  to 
what  extent  Mr.  F.  did  not  know;  and  if  the 
Senator  had  judged  him  in  the  manner  in  which 
he  would  wish  to  be  judged  himself,  he  would 
have  let  the  resolution  pass;  but  he  would  now 
object  to  its  consideration  at  this  time. 

The  resolution  was  of  course  laid  on  the  table 
till  to-morrow. 

A  message  on  executive  business  was  received 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States  by  Mr. 
Doneldson,  his  Secretary. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  gave  notice  that  he 
should  to-morrow  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  organize  the  District  Courts  of  the  U.  States 
in  the  District  of  Alabama. 

THE  CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  rose  to  ask  the  Senate  to 
take  up  the  Appropriation  Bill  for  the  continu- 
ation of  the  Cumberland  road,  in  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Illinois,  which  was  taken  up,  read  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 

Mr.  WILKINS  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  appropriating  $300,000  for  repairing  the 
road  east  of  the  Ohio,  and  Mr.  TIPTON  another 
amendment  authorizing  an  officer  of  the  corps 
of  engineers  to  superintend  the  work,  and  dis- 
burse the  money  in  Indiana  and  Illinois. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  wished  for  explana- 
tion, especially  in  regard  to  the  proposed  appro- 
priation for  the  repair  of  the  road;  he  thought 
it  had  been  given  up  to  the  States;  he  moved 
for  the  present  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  EWING  said,  it  was  designed  only  to 
finish  it  where  it  had  been  begun,  and  east  of 
Wheeling  to  repair  it  where  it  had  been  broken 
up.  It  had  not  been  given  up  to  the  States;  it 
was  first  to  be  repaired  by  the  United  States, 
and  formerly  an  appropriation  had  been  made 
for  this  purpose, that  it  might  then  be  given  up  to 
the  States^  but  the  sum  for  repairs  had  not  been 
sufficient.  The  design  of  the  $300,000  was  to 
somplete  the  repairs,  that  it  might  then  be  giv- 
en up  to  the  States,  and  they  could  not  get  rid 
of  the  road  without  such  an  appropriation;  not 
being  now  repaired,  it  must  remain  on  their 
hands  to  be  again  and  again  repaired. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  said  they  would  all  recol- 
lect that  in  1822  an  agreement  had  been  made 
with  the  Legislatures  of  Maryland,  Ohio,  and 
Indiana,  that  they  should  receive  the  road  as 
soon  as  it  should  be  repaired,  and  the  -Govern- 
ment was  thus  pledged  to  repair  it  and  give  jt 
up  to  the  States;  it  was  under  an  obligation  to 
do  so,from  which  it  could  net  be  shielded.  Toll 
gates  could  not  be  erect  d  by  the  Government, 
to  procure  the  means  of  keeping  the  road  in 
repair,  on  account  of  constitutional  difficulties, 
which  did  not  exist  in  regard  to  the  States, 
which,  when  it  was  once  repaired,  might  thus 
keep  it  in  repair. 

Mr.  WILKINS  said,  the  bill  and  the  amend- 
anent  which  he  had  offered  to  the  Senate,  put 


the  question  at  once,  whether  or  not  they  would 
now  abandon  this  project  altogether.  He  was 
interested  in  the  subject  simply  in  a  national 
point  of  view,  because  to  give  up  the  road  would 
carry  the  travel  through  the  city  of  Pittsburgh 
where  he  resided.  The  system  now  proposed 
would  ultimately  terminate  in  getting  the  na- 
tion rid  of  the  road  entirely,  and  it  was  the  ob- 
ject of  the  amendment  to  carry  out  the  system. 

Mr.  PRESTON  would  be  glad  to  know  whe- 
ther the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Wilkiks 
had  been  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals. 

Mr.  WILKINS  said  it  was  in  the  bill  before 
the  House,  and  not  in  that  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  PRESTON  thought  it  important  that  such 
appropriations  should  be  made  for  the  repair  of 
the  road  this  side  of  the  Ohio,  as  to  put  the  road 
in  such  a  state  that  the  States  would  receive  it. 
They  would  not  now  receive  it,  and  it  was  not  fit 
for  tlteir  reception  without  additional  expense; 
but  if  appropriations  continued  to  be  made  in 
the  manner  they  had  been,  there  would  be  no 
termination  to  the  expense.  He  desired  to  be 
informed  in  this  matter,  for  he  was  not  prepared 
to  act  upon  it.  The  bill  as  reported  by  the 
committee  was  a  matter  of  course,  but  it  was 
not  so  clearly  so  in  regard  to  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  FUELINGHUYSEN  said  he  was  satisfied 
with  the  explanation,  merely  because  it  was 
an  explanation.  He  thought  it  was  the  spirit 
of  the  understanding  between  the  Government 
and  the  States,  that  the  road  should  be  repair- 
ed, and  then  delivered  to  the  States.  There 
was  no  other  inducement  to  make  the  repairs 
but  to  get  rid  of  this  miserable  bargain.  After 
millions  had  been  expended  on  the  road,  they 
were  now  told  that  thousands  and  hundreds  of 
thousands  must  yet  be  expended  east  of  the 
Ohio,  and  that  it  was  a  miserable  road,  and  he 
was  disposed  to  grant  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  WILKINS  could  not  tell  why  the  amend- 
ment was  not  in  the  bill  before  the  Senate.  It 
was  intended  that  there  should  not  be  a  repeti- 
tion of  repairs,  and  the  money  was  to  be  applied 
where  no  repairs  had  been  made.  Last  year 
there  was  a  partial  repair  of  the  road,  which 
was  now  going  on,  and  the  object  of  this  appro- 
priation was  to  repair  what  had  not  been  done. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  said  this  road  was  an 
old  acquaintance  of  his,  and  they  had  expended 
not  only  hundreds  of  thousands,  but  millions 
upon  it.  It  was  constructed  under  the  direction 
or  most  skilful  persons,  and  they  had  been  told 
that  it  would  be  a  national  monument,  a  most 
magnificent  work.  But  Congress  had  become 
wearied  of  it,  for  they  found  no  end  to  it.  Year 
after  year,  for  twenty  years,  appropriations  had 
been  made  to  the  Cumberland  road,  and  at 
length  they  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
they  had  best  get  rid  of  this  extraordinary  ex- 
penditure. Year  after  year  expenses  had  been 
incurred,  and  it  was  reported  to  •  grow  worse 
and  worse.  Mr.  K.  went  into  a  detailed  history 
of  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  various  appro- 
priations. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  explained,  it  had  never 
been  *aid  that  any  particular  appropriation  would 
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be  found  sufficient  to  finish  the  road.  A  much 
greater  degree  of  expense  and  difficulty  had 
been  incurred  than  was  at  first  contemplated. 
The  lime  stone,  of  which  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  construct  the  road,  lay  at  a  considerable 
depth  in  the  earth,  was  covered  with  a  stratum 
of  stone  of  a  different  description — and  could 
only  be  produced  at  places  which  were  distant 
from  the  spot  where  it  was  required  to  be  used'. 
In  the  general  bill  presented  to  the  committee 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  road  had  not 
been  included. 

Mr.  E  WING  confirmed  the  statement  of  the 
Senator  from  Indiana,  and  added  that  the 
doubts  expressed  by  the  Senator  from  Alabama, 
as  to  whether  the  States  would  receive  the 
road  when  completed,  indicated  an  apprehen- 
hension  of  a  degree  of  bad  faith  on  the  part  of 
those  States  which  he  (Mr.  E.)  did  not  think 
would  ever  be  exercised.  The  road  had  never 
yet  been  placed  in  a  condition  that  would  war- 
rant the  States  in  taking  it  into  their  charge. 
When  it  should  be  presented  to  them  by  the 
engineer  now  employed,  with  a  declaration 
that  it  had  been  completed  in  a  proper  man- 
ner and  they  should  refuse  to  receive  it,  then  it 
Would  be  time  for  Congress  to  cease  making 
appropriations.  The  road  had  never  yet  been 
in  a  fit  condition  to  be  offered  to  the  States,  in 
consequence  of  its  construction  having  been 
superintended  by  an  individual  who  was  incom- 
petent to  the  task,  and  who  had  been  appoint, 
ed  to  the  task,  and  who  had  been  appointed  to 
the  duty  from  political  motives.  The  road  was 
now,  however,  under  the  direction  of  a  skilful 
engineer,  and  was  properly  attended  to;  difficul- 
ties had  arisen,  but  they  had  been  manfully  met 
and  surmounted.  The  road  in  its  original  state 
had  been  made  of  improper  materials;  had 
speedily  got  out  of  repair,  and  eventually  be- 
came impassable;  none  of  the  States  could  take 
possession  of  it  then,  without  coming  in  con- 
tact with  the  General  Government,  and  now 
they  refused  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  it  un- 
less it  was  put  into  a  perfect  state  of  repair. 
If  that  were  done,  the  States  would  immediate- 
ly take  charge  of  it. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  said  he  had  been 
looking  into  some  documents,  and  found  that 
the  estimate  for  the  formation  of  this  road,  in- 
stead of  being  $300,000,  was  $645,000,  and  be- 
fore it  was  finished  he  had  no  doubt  the  ex- 
penditure would  amount  to  a  million  and  a  half 
of  dollars.  It  appeared  to  him  that  a.  new 
road  was  intended  to  be  made.  He  thought 
Congress  ought  to  pause  upon  this  subject,  and 
would,  therefore,  renew  his  motion  to  lay  it 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey  seemed  to  think  that  the  road  was 
to  be  newly  made;  now  a  portion  of  it  had  been 
already  Macadamized;  the  appropriation  was 
required  to  finish  it.  The  stone  for  this  pur- 
pose was  already  there.  The  department  had, 
recommended  that  the  large  stones  which  had 
formerly  been  used  for  the  road  should  be  la 
ken  up  :  this  had  been  done  and  a  great  ex- 
pense would  thus  be  saved.    The  road  in  ques- 


tion was  the  great  mail  route  which  connected 
the  western  country  with  the  seat  of  Govern, 
ment,  and  was  at  present  utterly  impassable, 
excepting  at  the  risk  of  life  and  limb.  He 
looked  upon  the  matter  as  one  of  great  national 
importance,  and  wa*  of  opinion  that  the  road 
should  be  perfected  and  then  given  up  to  the 
care  of  the  States. 

Mr-  WILKINS  said  the  road  from  Cumber- 
land to  Wheeling  was  already  Macadamized. 
The  expense  of  completing  the  remainder  of 
the  route  would  depend  upon  the  materials 
made  use  of.  If  clay  were  employed,  the  ex- 
penditure would  amount  to  $145,000  ;  if  sand 
or  slate  stone,  $300,000;  and  if  it  were  Macada- 
mized— if  the  hardest  and  most  duraMe  materi- 
als were  used — the  expense  would  be  $645,000t 
To  use  a  western  expression,  ' '  their  hands 
were  in  a  split  log'' — they  had  commenced 
Macadamizing  the  j  oad — and  the  only  way  was 
to  go  on  with  it.  It  was  to  finish  the  road  that 
this  appropriation  was  required. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYS  EN  renewed  his  motion 
to  lay  the  matter  on  the  table,  and  called  for 
the  ayes  and  noes.  The  sense  of  the  Senate 
being  taken  in  this  manner,  Mr.  F's.  motion 
prevailed.  » 

THE  SPECIAL  ORDER. 

Mr.  WEBSTER'S  bill  ( for  extending  the 
charter  of  the  bank)  then  coming  up, 

Mr.  WHITE  said,  that  before  he  proceeded 
with  this  subject,  he  wished  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  a  paragraph  which  had  appear- 
ed in  one  of  the  newspapers.  He  found  in  a 
letter  purporting  to  have  been  written  from 
this  city  to  the  editor  of  the  New  York  Journal 
of  Commerce,the  following  word-s:  "a  glimmer 
of  light  at  last  breaks  in  upon  us.  Mr.  Cal- 
houn has  devised  a  new  plan  obviating  the  scru- 
ples of  the  southern  party,  Who  believed  the 
bank  to  be  unconstitutional.  This  plan  has 
been  submitted  to,  and  approved  by  the  south- 
ern party;  it  has  also  been  seen  by  Messrs.  Grun- 
dy and  White,  who  are  friends  of  the  President  1" 
As  regarded  the  mention  of  his  (Mr.  W's.)  own 
name,  tins  paragraph  was  of  no  consequence* 
but  in  the  present  state  of  the  country  they 
would  not  be  doing  their  duty  if  they  suffered 
any  statement  to  have  currency  which  was  not 
founded  in  truth.  The  letter  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  was  dated  the  19th  of  March,  which  was 
before  the  hon.  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Calhoun)  brought  forward  his  plan.  At 
that  time  he  (Mr.  W.)  was  totally  unacquainted 
with  the  sentiments  of  that  hon.  Senator;  and  at 
this  moment  he  had  no  further  knowledge  of 
the  views  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
than  that  which  he  had  been  able  to  obtain  from 
the  hon.  Senator's  speech  upon  a  late  occasion. 
He  wished  then,  for  himself  to  declare,  that  the 
statement  made  by  the  writer  of  the  letter  was 
untrue;  and  he  had  been  requested  to  offer  a 
similar  denial  on  the  part  of  his  colleague,  (Mr. 
Grunbt.) 

Mr.  WHITE  continued  to  address  the  Sen- 
ate upon  the  special  order  until  4  o'clock,  at 
which  time  he  concluded  his  remarks  upon  that 
subject. 
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Mr.  WEBSTER  rose  and  said ,  that  he  did 
not  expect  that  on  a  mere  motion  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill,  a  debate  would  arise,  covering 
the  whole  ground  on  which  the  Senate  had  been 
occupied  for  months.  Had  he  forseen  that  this 
would  have  been  the  case,  he  would  have  hesi- 
tated abeut  introducing  the  motion.  He  had 
repeatedly  said,  that  in  his  judgment  relief  from 
the  present  distress  must  be  obtained  by  some 
measure  of  relief  to  be  carried  through  Con- 
gress by  opinions  out  of  doors.  Such  was  the 
variety  of  opinion  in  Congress,  that  relief  must 
come  from  out  of  doors,  and  Congress  must 
take  a  direction  towards  some  specific  measure. 
In  that  view  he  had  brought  forward  his  bill, 
with  a  view  to  action  on  it  hereafter.  But  it 
seemed  to  become  the  subject  of  general  debate, 
so  as  to  protract  the  decision  of  another  sub- 
ject on  which  many  members  were  anxious  to 
give  their  votes,  and  on  which  he  was  anxious 
to  give  his.  If  the  debate  were  to  go  on,  on  the 
motion,  he  saw  no  reason  why  all  the  topics  be- 
longing to  the  other  subject  might  not  be  enter- 
ed into,and  he  be  called  upon  to  answer  the  ar- 
guments which  should  be  brought  forward.  He 
was  loath  to  interrupt  debate,  but  he  could  not 
consent  that  a  thing  so  extraordinary  as  a  pro- 
tracted debate  upon  a  mere  motion  for  leave 
should  occur.  It  was  not  the  usual  course 
adopted  by  deliberative  bodies.  Leave  to  intro- 
duce a  hill  was  commonly  given  by  courtesy; 
and  debate  arose  upon  the  bill  itself,  and  not 
on  the  motion  for  leave  to  introduce  it.  His 
object  was  to  present  a  specific  measure  for  the 
relief  of  the  country,  by  asking  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill,  to  be  considered  at  some  future 
time  an  indulgence  which  was  granted  to  ev-; 
ery  one.  He  felt  it  to  be  his  duty,  under  these 
circumstances,  to  make  such  a  disposition  of  it 
as  should  not  interfere  with  the  subjects  before 
the  Senate,  and  therefore  he  would  move  to  lay 
the  motion  tor  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  on  the 
table.  At  the  same  time  he  pave  notice  that 
he  would  call  it  up  again  on  the  first  Monday 
in  May. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered;  and 

The  question  was  taken,  and  decided  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton. Ewing,  Freylinghuysen,  Hendricks,  King:, 
of  Ga.  Mangum,  Moore,  Naudain,  Poindexter, 
Porter,  FrentWs,  Preston,  Bobbins,  Silsbee, 
Smith,  Souhard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson, 
Waggaman,  Webster— 24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth, 
Grundy,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  Morris, 
Robinson,  Shepley,  ^allmadge,  Tipton,  White, 
Wilkins,  Wright,— 15. 

So  the  motion  was  laid  on  the  table;  and  the 
Senate  took  up 

MR.  CLAY'S  RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  CLAY  asked  the  Senator  from  New  York, 
if  he  desired  to  say  any  thing^on  the  subject  of 
the  resolutions  ;  if  not,  he  should  himself  ray 
a  word  or  two  in  reply  to  those  who  had  spo- 
ken. 


Mr.  WRIGHT    answered  in  the  affirmative. 
The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

By  leave,  sundry  memorials,  &c.  were  pre- 
sented, viz  : 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS,  the  petition 
of  Relief  Harris,  presented  December  12,  1832, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Pensions. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  presented  a  petition  of  inha- 
bitants of  CarroTlton,  Green  county  ;--also,  a 
petition  of  inhabitants  of  Pike  county; 

A  petition  of  inhabitants  of  Bloomington; 

A  petition  of  inhabitants  of  Morgan  court* 

A  petition  of  inhabitants  of  Greenfield,  Green 
county,  all  in  the  State  of  Illinois;  and  a  peti- 
tion of  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  pray- 
ing that  certain  post  routes  therein  mentioned 
and  described,  may  be  established. 

Mr.  J.  M.  WHITE  presented  a  petition  of 
Henry  A.  Neenes,  praying  to  be  reimbursed 
sundry  moneys  expended  by  him,  when  a  mail 
contractor;  also,  a  petition  of  Stephen  J.  Roach 
and  Joseph  Russ,  praying  to  be  paid  the  amount 
of  their  claim  for  repairing  the  mail  road  from 
Tallahasse  to  Pensacola ;  also,  resolutions  of 
the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Flo- 
rida, asking  an  appropriation  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  road  from  St.  Augustine  to  Cape  Flo- 
rida, follow  ng  the  route  as  near  as  may  be 
deemed  advisable,  pursued  by  Col.  James  Gad- 
dens. 

Said  petitions  and  resolutions  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  presented  a  petition  of  inha- 
bitants of  the  village  of  Peoria,  Illinois,  praying 
that  the  Land  Office  may  be  removed  from 
Quincy  to  said  village;  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  presented  letters  addressed 
"o  him  by  P.  C.  Latham,  complaining  of  injus- 
tice done  him  by  the  act  passed  on  the  2nd  of 
March,  1833,  to  authorize  the  County  Commis- 
sioners of  the  county  of  Peoria,  in  Illinois,  to 
enter  a  fractional  quarter  seetion  of  land  for  a 
seat  of  justice;  said  letters  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  presented  a  petition  of  Brad- 
street  M.  Hays  and  Ira  Ladd,  praying  that  the 
right  of  preemption  in  the  purchase  of  lands 
upon  which  they  have  settled,  may  be  granted 
to  them;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  presented  a  petition  of  Geo. 
Naught,  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  praying  that 
the  right  of  preemption  man  be  granted  to  him 
in  the  purchase  of  the  land  on  which  he  has 
settled. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  presented  a  petition  of  inha- 
bitants of  the  county  of  Cook,  in  the  State  of 
Illinois,  praying  that  the  right  of  preemption  in 
the  purchase  may  be  granted  to  settlers  on  the 
public  lands  ;  also,  a  petition  from  other  inha- 
bitants  of  Illinois,  in  f.vor  of  granting  of  pre* 


248 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


(23d  c.  1st  s; 


emption  r'ghts,  in  the  purchase  of  public  lands 
to  all  actual  settlers  thereon 

Said  petitions  were,  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House,  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  granting-  preemption  rights  to  settlers  on 
public  lands. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  presented  memorials  of  inha- 
bitants ot  the  State  of  Illinois,  remonstrating 
against  the  sale  of  the  lands  owned  by  the  Unit- 
ed States,  containing  lead  mines.     Also, 

Copi  s  of  the  proceedings  of  meetings  of  in- 
habitahts  of  Galena,  and  the  upper  mining  conn 
try,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  advocating  the  sale 
of  lands  owned  by  the  United  States,  contain 
ing  lead  mines. 

Said  memorials  and  proceedings  were  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  to  authorize  the  sale 
of  the  lead  mines,  in  the  State  of  Illinois  and 
the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  presented  a  petition  of  inha- 
bitants of  Grafton,  in  the  Si  ate  of  Illinois,  pray- 
ing that  the  national  road  may  be  so  located  as 
to  run  through  the  town  of  Grafton;  which  pe- 
tition was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill, 
making  appropriations  for  .continuing  the  Cum- 
berland  road  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  presented  a  petition  of  Dan- 
iel Homans,  of  the  city  of  Washington,  praying 
to  be  allowed  and  paid  an  extra  compensation 
for  work  done  in  the  erection  of  the  United 
States  Marine  Hospital  in  Charleston,  S.  C  ;  as 
also  damage  sustained  in  a  contract  to  erect  said 
Hospital. 

Mr.  A.  H.  SHEPPERD  presented  a  petition 
of  Vincent  Taylor,  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
praying  to  be  paid  for  a  beef  and  a  barrel  of 
flour,  taken  from  him  for  the  use  of  the  U.  S. 
troops,  in  the  late  war. 

Mr.  L.  LYON  presented  a  petition  of  Shubael 
Conant,  praying  to  be  released  from  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  on  a  sum  of  money  for  which 
he  is  holden  to  the  United  States,  as  the  surety 
of  Major  John  S.  Langhain. 

Mr.  LUCIUS  LYON,  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  in  behalf  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
said  Territory  who  have  claims  against  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Said  petitions  and  memorials  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  <>f  Claims. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  presented  a  petition  of  John 
Wilson,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law  authori- 
zing him  to  correct  an  error  in  the  entry  of  a 
certain  tract  of  land  in  the  State  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  CASEY  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Vermillion  county,  Illinois,  praying 
for  an  appropriation  of  land  to  improve  the  road 
from  Chicago  to  Vincennes. 

Mr.  LYON,  of  Michigan,  presented  the  pro- 
•eedings  of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  the  Upper 
Mississippi  Lead  Mines,  held  at  Galena,  appro- 
ving of  the  passage  of  the  bill  authorizing  the 
sale  of  lead  mines  in  the  State  of  Illinois  and 
Territory  of  Michigan,  and  recommending  that 
certain  amendments  may  be  made  to  the  bill 
w     p  ending  before  the  House  of  Representa- 


'ives,  granting  rights  of  pre-emptions  to  actual' 
settlers  on  the  public  lands. 

Said  petition  and  proceedings  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  JOS.  M.  WHITE, presented  a  preamble 
and  resolutions  of  the  Legislative  Council  of 
the  Tetrritory  ot  Florida,  asking  an  appropria- 
tion of  five  thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  a  Marine  Hospital,  in  the  town  of  Jack- 
sonville, in  East  Florida. 

Mr.  WARD  presented  a  memorial  of  owners 
and  masters  of  ships  and  vessels,  engaged  in  the 
coasting  trade,  and  navigating  the  waters  of 
Long  Island  Sound  to  and  from  New  York, 
praying  Congress  to  procure  a  bell  of  proper 
size  and  dimensions,  to  hang  upon  the  Light 
House  at  Sand's  Point,  on  the  Long  Island 
shore,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  rung  whenev- 
er said  waters  may  be  covered  with  fogs  or  snow 
storms,  as  to  render  said  navigation  dangerous. 

Mr.  JOS.  M.  WHITE,  pre-ented  a  petition 
of  mariners,  merchants,  and  others,  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Florida,  praying  an  appropriation  fo»- 
the  erection  of  a  Light  House  on  Amelia  Island, 
in  place  of  the  one  now  on  Cumberland  Island. 

Said  petitions  and  memorials,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  M.  WHITE,  presented  a  res- 
olution of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida ,  requesting  Congress  to  pass  an 
act,  allowing  to  each  of  the  Judges  of  the  said 
territory,  a  salary  equal  to  that  of  the  District 
Judge  of  the  District  of  Louisiana.  Also,  ano- 
ther resolution  of  the  said  Council,  requesting 
such  an  alteration  of  the  laws  for  the  govern- 
ment of  said  territory,  as  that  the  people  may 
be  authorized  to  elect  the  Governor  and  Secre- 
tary of  the  Territory,  and  that  a  Senate  may  be 
added  to  the  Territorial  Legislature. 

Mr.  LUCIUS  LYON  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  country  north  of  the  State 
of  Missouri,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi, praying  that  the  protection  of  the  Go^ 
vernment  of  the  United  States,  may  be  extend- 
ed to  them,  either  by  attaching  them  to  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  or  by  the  organization  of 
a  separate  territorial  Government  west  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  north  of  the  State  of  M  s- 
souri. 

Said  memorials  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Terri'ories. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  M.  WHITE  presented  a  me- 
morial of  the  Legislative  Counc  1  of  the  Territory 
of  Florida,praying  Congress  toaid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a  rail-road,  from  Jacksonville  to  Talla- 
hassee, in  snid  territory,  by  a  grant  of  land  to 
aid  a  subscription  of  slock  in  the  company  inco'r- 
parated  to  construct  said  rail  road.  Also,  a  re- 
solution of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida,  requesting  Congress  to  make  a 
donation  of  public  land  to  the  Tallahassee  Rail 
Road  Company.  Also,  a  resolution  of  said 
council  requesting  Congress  to  make  a  grant  of 
public  land  to  the  "Florida,  Alabama,  and  Geor- 
gia Rail  Road  Company,"  to  aid  said  company 
in  the  construction  of  a  rail  road  from  Pensa- 
cola,  in  Florida,  to  Columbus  in  Georgia.  Also, 
another  memorial  of  said  council,  praying  that 
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an  appropriation  of  nine;  thousand  dollars  may 
be  made  to  improve  the  navigation  of  Chcpola 
river.  Said  resolutions  and  memorials  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  presented  a  petition  of  John 
Dooling,  praying  that  certain  moneys*  advanced 
by  him  to  Lieutenant  Gale  of  the  United  States 
Army,  may  be  refunded — referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  L.  LYON,  the  petition  of 
Daniel  Wilmouth,  p-esented  Februry  11th,  1833, 
and  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough 
of  Michilimackinac,in  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
presented  March  12th,  1832,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  presented  a  memorial  of  mer- 
chants and  traders  from  the  interior  of  the  United 
States,  at  present  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  dis- 
approving the  removal  of  the  public  deposites 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  praying 
the  restoration  thereof;  as  also,  that  the  charter 
of  said  bank  may  be  renewed — which  memorial 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  presented  documents  in  rela- 
tion to  the  claim  of  Richard  Bnnin,  for  depreda- 
tions committed  on  his  property  by  Osage  Indi- 
ans— said  documents  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida,  the 
petition  of  George  Fisher,  presented  February 
13,  1832,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs. 

Mr.  L.  LYON  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
in  favor  of  the  construction  of  a  ship  canal  around 
the  Falls  of  Niagara — said  resolutions  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  presented  a  memorial 
of  Charles  Callayhan,  praying  Congress  to  in- 
demnify him  for  losses  he  has  sustained  from  the 
illegal  and  oppressive  conduct  of  officers  of  the 
Government  of  Mexico;  said  memorial  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  CAGE  presented  a  petition  o£  Greenwood 
Leflovc,  of  Mississippi,  praying  that  he  may 
be  permitted  to  purchase  at  Government  price, 
the  South  half  section  number  thirty-three,  in 
township  number  twenty,  in  range  number  one, 
east  of  the  public  land  ©f  the  United  States, 
which  has  not  been  offered  at  sale  on  account  of 
some  difficulty  in  the  location  of  two  sections  of 
land  reserved  to  your  petitioner,  in  the  treaty 
with  the  Choctaw  tribe  of  Indians,  made  at  Danc- 
ing Rabit  creek. 

Mr.  CAGE  presented  a  petition  of  Eliza  S. 
Williams,  widow  of  Isaac  Williams,  deceased , 
fate  of  Wilkinson  county,  in  the  State  Mississippi, 
praying  that  she  may  be  permitted  to  re-enter  a 
certain  'fractional  section  of  land,  and  that  she 
may  be  allowed  credit  for  the  amount  heretofore 
paid  by  the  said  Isaac  Williams,  on  account  of 
the  first  entry  thereof,  for  the  reasons  therein  set 
forth. 

Mr.  CAGE  presented  the  petition  of  R.  C. 
Archer,  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  praying  that 
a  grant  of  pre-emption  may  be  made  to  him,  for 
reasons  set  forth  in  his  petition- 
Mr.  LYON  of  Michigan,  presented  a  petition  of 


Daniel  Witney,  James  Boilier,  John  D.  Arndt, 
Augustin  Grignon,  Lewis  Grignon,  and  Michael 
Donsman,  citizens  of  Green  Bay,  praying  that 
certain  lots  of  land,  confirmed  to  them  in  the 
years  1823,  and  182S,  may  be  surveyed,  and  pa- 
tents issued  for  the  same,  or  that  so  niuch  thereof 
as  may  he  required  for  military  purposes,  may 
be  paid  for  by  the  United  States,  so  that  the  own- 
ers of  the  land  may  not  be  deprived  of  it  without 
a  fair  compensation. 

Mr.  LYON  of  Michigan,  presen'ed  a  petition 
of  Augustin  Grignon,  Charles  Grignon,  Polite 
Grignon,  Dometille  Bunnett,  and  the  heirs  o 
John  Grignon,  all  of  Green  Bay,  in  the  Terri 
toryof  Michigan,  praying  that  the  lots  numbef 
one  and  two,  situated  on  the  Fox  river,  surveyr 
ed  and  confirmed  to  them  at  Green  Bay,  ma- 
be  extended  back  eighty  arpents  in  depthy 
from  front  to  rear.  , 

Mr.  LYON  of  Michigan,  presented  a  petition 
of  John  Lawe,  of  Green  Bay,  in  the  Territory 
of  Michigan,  praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed 
authorizing  the  rear  boundary  line  of  lots  num- 
bered nineteen,  twenty -five,  twenty-six,  and 
twenty-seven,  situated  on  Fox  river,  to  be  al- 
tered so  as  to  embrace  eighty  arpents,  between 
the  front  line  of  sud  lots  on  Fox  river,  and  the 
said  rear  lines:  so  that  they  may  correspond  with 
the  rear  lines  of  the  adjoining  tracts. 

The  said  petitions  were  severally  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ASHLEY, 

The  petition  of  James  Ross  and  Stephen 
Donohoe,  presented  27th  Dec,  1827,  were 
again  presented  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Privite 
Land  Claims,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  increasing  the  compensation  of 
deputy  surveyors,  for  surveying  private  land 
claims  in  Florida. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Ten.,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
from  the  Senate, entitled,  "An  act  for  changing 
the  term  of  the  District  Court  for  the  Western 
District  of  Louisiana,"  reported  the  >ame  with- 
out amendment,  and  said  bill  was  committed. 

Mr.  MASON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled,  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Peter  Mills,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  said  bill  was  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  of  Ohio, 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  cases  ol  John  A.  Ferris,  Daniel  Robin- 
son and  others,  John  H.  Quackenboss  and  Da- 
vid H.  Quackenboss;  said  cases  were  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  THOMSON,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Catharine  E.  Clitherall,  which  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  WA.RDWELL.  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  tor  the 
relief  of  Peter  Doxtater  and  Jacob  Weaver, 
j  which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 
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Mr.  THOMPSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  Dal,  which  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  CH INN, from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  complete 
the  improvements  on  Pennsylvania  Avenue, 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  STODDERT  from  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia,  to  which  was  refer- 
red the  memorial  of  the  Corpbration  of  the  city 
of  Washington,  reported  a  bill  for  the  benefit 
of  said  city,  which  was  twice  read  and  commit- 
ted. 

Mr.  CHANEY,from  the  Committee  on  Inva- 
lid Pensions  reported  unfavorably  on  the  cases 
of  George  W.  Howard  and  Philip  Lehr,  which 
report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WARD  WELL, 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions, 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  petiion  of  Elizabeth  Josiah,  and  from  the 
memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the- State 
of  Alabama,  for  the  establishment  of  pension 
agency  at  Tuscaloosa,  &c,  which  were  laid  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WARD  WELL, 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions, 
was  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  John  H.  Barney,  and  leave  was  giv- 
en to  withdraw  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  ofTenn., 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
memorial  of  the  directors  of  the  Society  of  the 
United  Brethren  in  the  Southern  States;  said 
memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs. 

By  consent,  the  following  resolutions  were 
moved,  viz: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  placing  Dempsey  Hicks,  a 
soldier  of  the  revolution  on  the  Pension  Roll. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  H    SHEPPERD, 

jReso/t>erf,That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Offi- 
ce and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  in- 
to the  expediency  of  establishing  a  mail  r.-.ute 
from  Germantown  in  Stokes  county,  Norn  Ca- 
rolina, by  Btthania,  Vienna,  and  Shore's  Ferry, 
to  Rocklord  in  said  county. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BltOWN, 

i?eso/uerf,Thatthe  Committee  on  the  Post  Offi 
ce  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  in- 
to the  expediency  of  establishing  a  mail  route 
from  the  village  of  Milton,  in  the  county  of  Ul- 
ster and  State  of  New  York,  westwanlly,  follow- 
ing  the  turnpike  road  by  way  of  Modena  and 
Young's  post  office  to  Tuthill,  and  from  thence 
across  the  mountain  at  the  traps  to  Acord,in  the 
town  of  Rochester. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PLUMMER, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  mailruute 
from  Jackson  to  Winchester,  Mississippi. 


Mr.  SEVIER  moved  the  following,  which 
was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  in- 
structed  to  inform  this  House  whether  a  survey 
of  the  Memphis  and  Little  Hock  road  has  been 
made,  and  if  so,  whether  that  survey  has  been 
returned  to  the  War  Department;  and  if  not, 
the  reasons  why  it  has  not  bereturned;  and  fur- 
ther, that  he  inform  this  House  when  it  is  uk 
tended  to  commence  the  work  upon  that  road. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting a  report  prepared  in  obedience  to  the 
8th  section  of  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1831, 
for  the  relief  of  certain  insolvent  debtors  of  the 
U.  S-,  which  report  was  laid  on  the  table.  Al- 
so a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Stare  transmit- 
ting an  abstract  of  the  number  of  American  sea- 
men registered  in  each  port  of  entry  during  the 
year  1833,  so  far  as  the  returns  have  been  made 
— which  letter  and  abstract  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Also,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
transmitting  a  repot  tof  the  Chief  Engineer,  con- 
taining the  information  called  for  by  the  House 
on  the  19th  inst.  in  relation  to  the  fortifications 
proposed  to  be  built  en  Castle  Island  in  the  har- 
bor of  Boston,  and  on  Throg's  jpoint  in  East 
R  ver,  in  the  State  of  NewJYork — which  report 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the 
following  letter  from  Lieut.  W.  R.  Levy,  of 
the  United  States  Navy. 

Washington  City,  March  23,  1834. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  U.  & 

I  beg  leave  to  present  through  you  to  my  fel- 
low citizens  of  the  U.  States,  ac  lns-al  Bronze 
statue  of  THOMAS  JEFFERSON,  author  of 
the  Declaration  of  our  Independence. 

This,  statue  was  executed  under  my  eye  in 
Paris  by  tfce  celebrated  David  and  Honore  Go- 
now,  and  much  admuvd  for  the  fidelity  of  its 
likeness  to  the  great  original,  as  well  as  the 
plain  republican  simplicity  of  the  whole  design. 

It  is  with  pride  and  satisfaction  that  I  am  ena- 
bled to  offer  this  tribute  of  my  regard  to  the 
people  of  the  U.  S.  through  their  representa- 
tives; and  I  am  sure  that  such  a  disposition  will 
be  made  of  it  as  best  corresponds  with  the  cha- 
racter of  the  illustrious  author  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence,  and  the  profound  vene- 
ration wi  h  which  his  memory  is  cherished  by 
the  American  people. 

With  profound  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be  your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 
N.  P.  LEVY, 
Lieut,  in  the  U.  S.  Navy. 

The  communication  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Library  of  Congress. 

On  mo  ion  of  Mr.  JARVIS, 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  House.to  which 
is  committed  tiie  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  public  buildings  and  grounds  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  was  discharged,  and  the  said  bill 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Buildings  and  the  Public  Grounds. 

Mr.  ARCHER,  from  the  Committee  on  Fo. 
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reign  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  on  the  13th 
of  December,  the  petition  of  F.  M.  Arredondo, 
on  behalf  of  himself  and  others,  made  a  report 
thereon  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
certain  inhabitants  of  East  Florida;  which  bill 
was  twice  read  and  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House  on  the  State  of  the 
Uni-m. 

The  hour  of  one  o'clockjhaving  arrived,  the 
House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  4th 
of  March  inst.,  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  giving  his  reasons  for  ordering 
the  public  deposites  to  be  removed  from  the 
Bank  of  the  U.  S,  &c. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment 
moved  b>  Mr.  Wilde  on  the  18th  inst.,  to  the 
first  of  the  resolutions  recommended  by  the 
Commit' ee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

And  after  debate  thereon,  the  Mouse  ad- 
journed. • 


SENATE. 

Wednesday,  March  26th,  1834. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  said,  on  the  14th  of  March 
there  was  a  meeting  held  in  the  city  of  Phila 
delphia,  of  young  men  of  that  city  and  the 
neighboring  country,  at  which  they  passed  re- 
solutions in  regard  to  the  present  state  of  affairs, 
and  also  a  concluding  resolution,  requesting 
Mr.  S.  to  present  them  to  the  Senate,  and  he 
complied  with  that  request  with  more  than  or- 
dinary pleasure. 

The  meeting  was  not  of  an  ordinary  kind  5  it 
was  called  by  more  than  5000  young  men,  and 
was  composed  of  those  properly  denominated 
young  men,  and  many  of  them  did  not  yet  be- 
long to  any  of  the  political  parties  which  divi- 
ded this  country  ;  many  of  them  had  not  yet 
assumed  a  political  name  by  which  they  were 
known,  nor  selected  a  flag  under  which  they 
engaged  in  political  contests.  In  their  resolu- 
tions they  expressed  the  feelings  of  those  that 
were  older,  and  whose  understandings  were 
more  matured,  in  regard  to  the  Executive  mea- 
sure and  its  practical  operation  ;  but  they  felt 
also  that  they  ha  I  a  right,  in  the  present  situa- 
tion of  the  country,  to  express  what  should  be 
their  guide  now  and  hereafter,  in  relation  to 
honorable  and  political  motives. 

The  members  of  the  committee  who  brough' 
the  resolutions,  were  now  in  attendance ;  they 
were  young  men,  and  many  of  them  were  not 
at  present  of  any  political  persuasion  ;  they 
were  new  to  the  politics  of  the  country.  \\  ith 
a  very  few  of  them  Mr.  S .  was  personally  ac- 
quainted ;  but  from  information  which  he  had 
received  respecting  the  most  of  them,  on  which 
he  could  rely  as  safe  and  sure,  he  would  ven- 
ture on  the  knowledge  thus  obtained  to  say, 
that  no  meeting  of  young  men  could  be  collect- 
ed, in  any  portion  of  the  nation,  which  would 
contain  more  of  virtue  and  intelligence,  as  well 
as  high,  manly,and  honorable  feeling. 

"These  petitioners  were  very  ardent  and  ani- 
mated ;  their  resolutions  were  drawn  up  with 


much  spirit,  as  might  be  supposed ;  but  they 
were  in  such  a  spirit  and  tone  as  ought  to  re- 
ceive  the  regard  and  attention  of  the  Senate. 
They  expressed  their  feelings  in  relation  to  the 
present  condition  of  the  country,  very  warmly  ; 
and  to  this  they  were  drawn,  or  rather  compel- 
led, by  what  they  saw  around  them,  and  by 
their  own  situation.  They  had  just  entered,  or 
were  now  entering,  on  the  {[employment  and 
relations  of  life,  and  the  situation  of  things  a- 
round  them,  was  entirely  new  to  them  in  obser- 
vation or  experience.  They  had  grown  up  in 
the  midst  of  prosperity,  and  in  high  anticipa- 
tions in  regard  to  the  country.  They  had  seen 
around  them  men  securely  engaged  in  the  va- 
rious operations  of  life,  the  whole  circle  of  em- 
ployments were  open  before  them,  and  they 
were  free  to  select  and  pursue  such  as  they 
preferred,  and  the  institutions  of  their  country 
were  producing  all  their  propitious  effects.  In 
this  condition  of  things,  they  had  seen  all  that 
prosperity  blasted,  and  almost  destroyed  ;  they 
saw  the  whole  country  changed  ;  fortunes  fall- 
ing, homesteads  ruined,  merchants  failing,  me- 
chanics and  laborers  reduced  to  want  and  dis- 
tress, and  all  business  paralyzed.  They  had 
seen  losses  of  millions,  attended  with  dismay 
and  gloom,  fall  on  the  community,  where  all 
before  was  peace,  prosperity  and  happiness  5 
tiiey  had  felt  the  Sirocco  pass  by,  and  they 
saw  it  desolate  all,  where  peace  and  prosperity 
exulted  before  ;  and  Mr.  S.  believed  they  had 
felt  there  was  something  of  truth  in  a  memo- 
rable but  often  denounced  declaration  once 
made  in  the  country,  that  there  was  an  evil  to 
be  dreaded  in  this  republic,  which  was  worse 
than  war,  pestilence,  and  famine, ana  it  was  this 
five  months  experiment  of  the  Executive. 

When  th  y  saw  all  this,  they  mutually  inqui- 
red why  it  had  arisen,  and  they  expressed  their 
own  views,  that  the  cause  was  to  be  looked  for 
in  the  measures  of  the  Executive,  and  that  po- 
litical action  had  produced  all  these  things ;  and 
they  regarded  it  as  a  high  act  of  power  reckless 
of  consequences,  and  regardless  of  the  interests 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  S.  would  not  enlarge  ;  but  there  was  one 
of  the  resolutions  which  he  confessed  lie  rejoiced 
to  see.  It  was  a  pledge  to  attend  the  polls  in 
behalf  of  freedom,  and  to  endeavor  to  drive 
out  those  who  had  produced  sucli  injuries  to 
the  country.  Mr.  S.  said  it  was  a  generous 
pledge,  and  when  it  was  given  in  sincerity,  and 
redeemed,  he  for  one  would  say,  that  he  would 
not  despair  of  the  republic.  He  moved  that  the 
resolutions  be  read,  printed,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read. 
Mr.  PRESTON  said,  I  rise,  Mr.  President, 
for  the  double  purpose  of  seconding  (which  I  do 
by  the  request  of  the  memorialists,)  the  motion 
of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  and  of  an- 
nouncing to  the  Senate,  that  when  that  motion 
is  disposed  of,  I  will  have  the  honor  of  presenting 
to  the  Senate  a  memorial  from  the  3d  Congres- 
sional district  of  Pennsylvania.  I  shall  avail 
myself  of  the  present  occasion  to  submit  what  I 
have  to  say  upon  both  memorials. 
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That  which  is  now  under  the  formal  conside- 
ration of  the  Senate  is  distinguished  from  all 
others  which  have  been  heretofore  received  in 
this,  that  whereas  heretofore  memorials  have 
been  presented  either  from  promiscuous  assem- 
blages of  citizens,  or  from  assemblages  of  citi- 
zens of  particular  avocations,  as  merchants,  ma- 
nufacturers, &c.  but  all  representing  the  great 
active,  and  what  may  be  called  the  political  bo- 
dy of  the  community,  the  present  memorial- 
ists are  not  designated  from  the  mass  of  our 
citizens  by  trade,  or  calling  or  pursuits  in  life, 
but  are  distinguished  from  it  by  the  fact,  that 
they  are  young  men.  Four  thousand  young 
men  sign  the  memorial  before  us,  and  venture  to 
suggest  their  sentiments  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  obvious  that  those  who  de- 
fend the  measures  of  the  administration  and 
whose  business  it  is  to  detract  from  the  efficacy 
of  every  manifestation  of  public  opinion  will  be 
prompt  with  the  inquiry — by  what  title  to  re- 
spect, do  the  young  men  of  Philadelphia  claim 
tlie  consideration  of  the  Senate  ?  Why  should 
those  who  are  just  beginning  to  look  upon  life, 
assume  to  express  opinions  upon  its  gravest  and 
most  complex  concerns  ?  For  my  part,  said 
Mr.  Preston,  I  think  I  can  perceive  in  these 
proceedings,    a  most  instructive  lesson. 

Ours,  Mr.  President,  is  not  altogether  a  gov- 
ernment of  opinion.  It  is  not  sustained  merely 
by  t'le  reasoned  conviction  of  those  upon  whom 
it  operates;  but  finds  a  more  ready  and  efficient 
support  in  the  instinctive  emotions  of  the  hearts 
of  our  citizens.  Public  sentiment  is  the  result 
of  reason  and  of  feeling;  and  in  an  enlightened 
Oommunity,devoted  to  free  institutions,and  deeply 
imbued  with  the  spirit  of  liberty,  conclusions  as 
to  public  measures  frequently  outstrip  the  slow 
process  of  argument;  and  are  not  the  less  just 
and  right,  because  that  process  has  not  been  la- 
boriously gone  through  with  logical  precision. 
This  Government  cannot  be  sustained;  indeed, 
sir,  no  Government  can  stand  unless  it  rinds  a 
large  support  in  the  generous  emotions,  the  in- 
telligent instincts,  and  enlightened  affections  of 
its  citizens,  which  rally  around  it,  or  recoil  from 
its  measures — as  they  conform  to,  or  oppose 
its  general  spirit.  There  are  times  in  all  coun- 
tries,in  which  the  greatest  statesman  may  inform 
his  judgment  by  his  heart — whenjthe  truest  wis- 
dom is  to  be  found  in  his  puis* — when  his  wisest 
lesson  may  be  taught  by  those  classes  of  society, 
who  feel  most  deeply  and  keenly.  Especially, 
sir,  in  our  Government,  which  reposes  60  broadly 
upon  the  reason  and  affections  of  its  citizens, 
may  we  be  instructed  by  all  those  manifestations 
of  public  sentiment,  which  may  be  supposed  to 
indicate  these  combined  results;  even  when  those 
from  whom  they  come  may  be  supposed  to  be 
under  a  preponderating  influence  of  sincere 
feeling. 

It  may  happen,  sir,  that  the  influences  of  youth- 
ful ardour  have  as  little  effect' in  giving  bias  to 
the  judgment,  as  the  peculiar  pursuits,  the  ac- 
cidental interests  and  above  all,  the  party  spirit 
of  those  who  have  entered  fully  into  the  more 
strenuous  pursuits  of  life  If  these  memorialists 
are ,  young  they   are   unsophisticated, — if  their 


judgment  be  considered  .immature,  let  it  be  re- 
membered, that  their  hearts  are  sound  and  gen- 
erous; and  above  all,  let  us  not  forget  that  these 
gentlemen  express  what  the  bold,  the  generous, 
the  untrammelled,and  the  unselfish  feel,|and  it 
you  please  sir,  that  they  reflect  and  indicate  the 
emotions  which  so  profoundly  agitate  our  coun- 
try from  one  end  to  the  other.  It  is  obvious,  sir, 
that  a  deep  feeling  of  anxiety  has  taken  posses- 
sion of  the  public  mind:  a  feeling  independent  of 
actual  suffering,  and  independant  too  of  a  full 
perception  of  the  extent  of  the  misrule  to 
which  we  are  subjected.  It  is  not  only  those 
whose  fortunes  and  hopes  in  life  have  been 
prostrated.  It  is  not  only  those  who  stand  up- 
on the  brink  of  ruin,  and  look  to  each  coming 
day  with  dread  of  its  results.  It  is  not  only 
those  whose  business  or  habit  it  is  to  mark  the 
progress  of  political  changes,  and  note  coming 
events  in  the  shadows  which  they  cast  before 
tb^m.  To  none  of  these  classes  belong  the 
memorialists  before  us;  but,  every  order  of  so- 
ciety, every  condition  of  life;  all  ages,  and  both 
sexes  are  aroused  by  the  blow  which  has  been 
struck  by  the  Executive,  upon  that  chord  which 
binds  every  heart  to  our  common  country;  and 
these  memorialists,  sir,  when  they  declare  that 
the  laws  have  been  violated,  and  the  Constitu- 
tion endangered,  find  an  echo  in  every  man's 
bosom.  It  will  be  found  that  the  memorialists 
confine  themselves  to  these  topics.  These  are 
the  topics  which  occupy  and  agitate  the  com- 
munity; and  so  absorbing  have  been  the  feel- 
ings excited  by  the  seizure  of  the  public  money, 
so  much  has  it  astounded  and  alarmed  the  pub- 
lic mind,  that  all  other  subjects  have  been 
forgotten,  all  other  acts  of  misrule  overlooked, 
while  this  has  claimed  an  exclusive  and  intense 
attention. 

It  has  been  said,  that  an  earthquake  reeled 
unheededly  away,  in  the  eagerness  of  a  current 
battle — and  thus  the  deep  and  absorb  ng  inte- 
rest of  the  present  contest  may  be  estimated, 
by  the  entire  indifference  or  neglect  of  execu- 
tive proceedings,  which  in  the  ordinary  state  of 
the  public  mind,  would  excite  to  inquiry,  and 
demand  reparation.  Let  us  subdue  our  feel- 
ings  for  a  moment  and  pause  to  look  around 
upon  the  events  in  the  midst  of  which,  we  are. 
Mr  President,  Congress  assembled  with  the 
annunciation  of  the  fact,  that  the  Post  Office 
Department  was  bankrupt;  that  it  had  been 
bankrupt  for  years;and  that  the  nation  had  been 
deluded,  time  after  time,  with  a  false  account  of 
its  prosperity — that  a  half  a  million  _pf  dol- 
lars, had,  without  warrant  of  law,  or  knowledge 
of  the  legislature,  been  borrowed  (to  feed  its 
prodigality,)  upon  the  faith  of  the  Government. 
Money  is  raised  without  law.  Money  is  ap- 
propriated without  law.  Erroneous  accounts, 
false  balances  have  been  presented  to  the  le- 
gislature, and  so  announced  in  the  President's 
message.  Has  any  one  looked  .into  these  ac- 
counts? Have  your  committees  examined  into 
and  reported  upon  these  matters?  Has  the 
President  instituted  an  investiga  ion  or  pun- 
ished the  delinquent  officers — or  has  this  most 
flagrant  violation  of  all  law  roused  the  indigna- 
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tion  of  the  country  ?     Sir,  the  times  in   which 
we  live,  leave  no  leisure  for  such  small  affairs. 

Mr.  PRESTON  proceeded.  How  is  it  sir, 
with  the  other  great  departments  of  the  Go- 
vernment; what  is  the  situation  of  that  very  de 
parment,  whose  master  misdeameanor,  has 
thrown  every  thing  else  into  the  background? 
Was  the  act  performed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury— no  sir,  by  the  President's  Secretary. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  McLane 
was  removed  to  make  way  for  a  man  who  would 
perform  this  daring  act — he  was  tried,  ana 
refused — a  third  answered  the  purpose,  and 
he  is  not  yet  a  constitutional  Secretary.  He 
is  yet,  in  the  midst  of  all  the  fiscal  difficul- 
ties in  which  we  are  involved— he  is  yet  the 
President's  Secretary,  having  been  neither 
confirmed  or  offered  for  confirmation  by  the 
Senate.  Congress  has  been  in  session  four 
months,  and  there  is  no  Secretary  of  State,  no 
Secrerary  of  the  Treasury,  no  Attorney  Gene- 
ral— by  and  "with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate."  These  three  great  departments 
are  filled  and  exercised  by  those,  whose  tides 
have  not  received  the  constitutional  sanction. — 
A  power  which  was  conferred  upon  the  Presi- 
dent to  supply  accidental  vacancies  during  the 
recess,  is  seized  upon  to  superscede  the  consti- 
tutional functions  of  the  Senate.  By  his  own 
act,  he  makes  the  vacancy,  fills  it  with  his  own 
choice,and  keeps  his  own  officer  independent  of 
the  Senate.  Never  in#  the  history  of  our  Go- 
vernment, have  the  departments  exhibited  so 
extraordinary  a  spectacle — and  yet  so  deeply 
agitated  has  been  the  public  mind,  that  even 
the  newspaper  press,  has  scarcely  alluded  to  it. 

Look,  sir,  to  the  state  of  our  representation  at 
foreign  courts.  Russia  is  kept  open,  for  what 
purpose,  the  proffer  to  Mr.  Duane  may  explain. 
We  have  no  minister  in  England,  although  it  is 
now  two  years  since  the  President  declared  that 
there  was  a  delicate  and  important  negotiation 
pending  there, — and  coupled  with  this,  there  is  a 
rumor,  a  general  understanding,  that  the  station 
is  promised  to  a  gentleman  now  performing  the 
functions  of  a  Representative  on  the  floor  of  Con- 
gress. W  hether  this  rumor  be  true  or  false,  Mr. 
Preston  said  he  did  not  pretend  to  give  an  opin- 
ion. What  he  meant  to  state  was,  that  neither 
the  protracted  vacancy,  or  the  idea  that  a  repre- 
sentative was  holding  His  seat  under  a  promise  of 
an  executive  office,  had  produced  any  sensation 
upon  the  public  mind,  and  proves  how  deeply 
that  public  mind  is  occupied  when  such  things  do 
not  affect  it. 

Five  years  ago,  still  more,  ten  years  ago, — if 
the  President  had  ordered  a  company  of  infantry, 
or  half  a  company  of  artillery  Irom  one  part  of 
the  country  to  another,  a  general  curiosity 
would  have  pervaded  oar  great  communi- 
ty. But  now,  sir,  troops  are  concentrated, 
from  the  whole  continent  on  a  single  point, 
a  sovereign  State  is  beleagued  and  its  sea  ports 
blockaded  by  a  standing  army — subservient  to 
executive  i  orders, — troops  are  marched  and 
counter-marched,  from  Carolina  to  Alabama, 
without  inquiry  or  explanation.  A  citizen 
has    been  put  to    death    by  the  soldiery. 


Against  these  things  a  few  gentlemen,  whose  duty 
it  was  to  look  into  them,  have  exclaimed — but  it 
was  a  voice  in  the  wilderness.  The  public  have 
been  too  much  engaged  to  listen.  Looking 
round  upon  these  things,  a  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, some  time  since,  told  us  that  we  were  in 
the  midst  of  a  revolution  hitherto  bloodless.  This 
exception  can  no  longer  be  made.  The  papers  in- 
form us  that  blood  has  been  spilt — that  a  citizen 
peacefully  returning  from  the  exercise  of  his  con- 
stitutional right  to  assemble  with  his  fellow-citi- 
zens and  petition  for  a  redress  of  grievances,  has 
lost  his  life  by  the  supporters  of  the  administia- 
tion.  I  do  not  pretend,  said  Mr.  Preston,  to 
prejudge  the  guilt  of  the  transaction,  but  to  call 
the  attention  of  gentleman  to  the  fact,  of  how 
little  excitement  the  communication  of  this  event 
has  produced — an  event  calculated  to  rouse  a 
universal  indignation — to  excite  the  strongest 
sympathies,  which  would  have  led  in  Great 
Britain  to  an  instantaneous  investigation  by  par- 
liament,— but  now  the  public  mind  is  so  pro- 
foundly preoccupied,  that  no  sensation  has  been 
created.  Let  gentlemen  who  deny  that  there  is 
excitement  in  the  country,  tell  us  how  it  is  that 
these  events  are  passing  without  notice. 
The  truth  is,  sir,  that  the  public  mind  has  been 
wrought  into  such  a  tempest  by  the  President's 
seizure  of  the  Treasury,  that  every  other  matter 
is  for  the  moment  forgotten.  Where  but  a  short 
time  since  the  falling  of  a  pebble,  would  have 
rippled  the  whole  surface,  a  ship  now  sinks  un- 
marked. 

But,  (said  Mr.  Preston,)  there  is  one  feature 
in  the  character  of  these  times  that  is  more  alarm- 
ing to  his  mind,  than  all  the  open  acts  of  misrule 
that  have  yet  been  perpetrated.  It  is  the  bold 
assumption  by  the  President,  and  avowal  here 
that  he  is  the  Government.  It  is  the  entire  dis- 
organization of  the  accustomed  powers  of  the 
executive  branch  of  the  Government.  We  might 
abstract  our  own  opinions,  and  have  hopes  of  the 
republic  if  the  President  was  sustained,  as  in  for- 
mer administrations,  by  distinguished,  responsi- 
ble and  known  men.  It  is  generally  understood 
that  his  cabinet  is  against  him;  and,Mr.  Preston 
said,  he  regretted  to  hear  from  the  distinguished 
Senator  from  Georgia,  the  other  day,  tbat^Ae 
had  no  means  of  information  of  executive  pro- 
ceedings not  common  to  every  Senator.  Would 
to  God  that  he  had.  There  would  be  some  secu- 
rity in  his  coolness,  information, and  ability -^-but 
there  is  none  in  the  concentration  of  all  power  in 
the  unguided  will  of  one  man,  the  heady  current 
ol  whose  passions  receiving  (if  gentlemen  choose) 
additional  impetuosity  from  honesty  of  purpose, 
beats  down  every  impediment  of  law  or  Consti- 
tution. 

Mr.  PRESTON  said,  that  he  was  not  one  of 
those  who  had  opposed  the  measure  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive mainly  on  the  ground  of  the  distress  it 
had  occasioned — he  had  denounced  it  principal- 
ly as  a  violation  of  law  and  as  a  dangerous  usur- 
pation of  power  by  the  Executive.  Not  that  I 
am  insensible  to  the  wide  spread  havoc  which 
has  desolated  the  country.  No  one  can  set  here 
unmoved,  and  see  from  day  to  day  the  petitions, 
memorials,  and  remonstrances  laid  upon  the  ta- 
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ble.  No  period  of  our  history  has  witnessed 
the  like.  They  are  poured  in  upon  us  in  a  ne- 
ver ceasing  shower.  They  have  gone  on  in- 
creasing to  that  extent  that  we  scarcely  have 
time  to  read  them.  It  was  consolatory  to  hear 
from  the  Senator  from  Missouri— that  in  his 
judgment  we  were  approaching  the  period  ol 
oar  intolerable  sufferings.  He  stated  that  the 
bank  having  curtailed  its  discounts  to  the  extent 
of  the  public  money  removed  from  it,  would 
have  no  pretext  to  go  further.  Gentlemen  say 
wait  yet  a  little  longer  and  all  will  be  quiet. — 
Aye,  sir,  all  will  be  quiet  when  bankruptcy  has 
paid  off  the  debts  of  the  country — when  expir- 
ing credit  can  make  no  further  effort  to  sustain 
itself — when  the  eager  struggles  of  yet  unex- 
tinguished hope  subside  into  sullen  despair- — 
when  the  storm  finds  nothing  left  to  beat  upon, 
then  there  will  be  quiet;  gentlemen  make  a  so- 
litude and  call  it  peace.  I  have  wondered  that 
the  country  has  yet  strength  or  patience  to  con- 
tinue their  petitions.  The  tornado  that  swept 
over  England  in  1825,  was  not  of  as  long  dura- 
tion and  of  but  little  less  violence  than  that  we 
have  just  witnessed. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  I  trust  that  the  prayers  of 
our  fellow  citizens  will  be  answered.  The 
memorial  presented  by  the  Senator  from  New 
Jersey  adds  to  their  numbers,  and  when  it  is 
disposed  of,  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  presenting 
another  signed  by  4,677  voters  in  the  3rd  con-, 
gressional  district  of  Pennsylvania,  which  I  will 
propose  shall  take  the  same  course. 

Mr,.  BROWN  would  take  occasion  to  con- 
gratulate gentlemen  on  the  other  side ,  on  their 
recovery  from  a  state  of  apathy  into  which  they 
seemed  to  have  fallen.  He  thought  he  had 
perceived,  of  late,  that  there  was  not  that  unity 
of  tire  and  sentiment  which  they  formerly  pos- 
sessed, with  regard  to  the  resolutions  of  the 
hon.  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  The  Senate 
had  been  told,  by  gentlemen  on  the  opposite 
side,  that  all  the  inconvenience  which  the  coun- 
try experience  I  arose  from  the  removal  of  the 
deposites;  whilst  gentlemen  on  that  side  stat- 
ed, that  the  recharter  was  the  occasion.  He 
saw,  the  other  day,  a  bill  introduced  for  re- 
chartering  the  bank;  but  after  the  subject  had 
been  beiore  the  Senate  for  a  few  days,  and  it 
was  found  that  a  diversity  of  opinion  existed 
upon  it,  the  gentleman  who  introduced  it,  with 
skill  and  ingenui'y  caused  it  to  be  withdrawn. 
He  again  congratulated  the  gentlemen  on  their 
recovery  from  the  position  into  which  they  had 
been  likely  to  fall. 

The  hon.  Senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Preston)  had  said,  that  the  presentation  of 
memorials  from  the  young  men,  peculiarly 
marked  the  times  It  did  so.  We  saw  in  our 
times,  young  men  brought  to  fight  the  battles 
of  the  United  States.  In  that  he  regarded  as 
eminently  characteristic  {of  the  present  day. — 
But,  said  he,  what  do  we  see  the  bank  reduced 
to?  After  flying  from  men  of  mature  age,  it 
took  refuge  among  the  boys  and  young  men  of 
the  country.  That  the  bank  was  not  a  favor- 
ite with  the  people  was  evident  even  from  the 
elections  themselves.     Was  there  any  election, 


in  any  part  of  the  country,  but  the  decision  was 
in,  favor  of  the  administration?  How,  then, 
were  gentlemen  borne  out  declaring  that  the 
measures  of  the  Executive  had  produced  gen- 
eral dissatisfaction,  whemevery  election  told  so 
plainly  that  they  were  approved  of? 

The  hon.  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  asked 
what  was  the  situation  of  our  foreign  relations. 
The  unparalleled  success  with  which  our  foreign 
relations  had  been  conducted  could  be  read  in 
the  nation's  eye.  He  thought  that  in  that  re- 
mark the  gentleman  had  been  rather  unfortu- 
nate. What  subject  of  old  controversy  had  not 
been  settled  satifactorily  by  the  present  adminis- 
tration? Was  not  that  answer  sufficient.  The 
gentleman  said  that  this  country  was  Unrepre- 
sented in  several  countries  in  Europe.  He  be- 
lieved there  was  no  country  in  which  it  was  not 
represented,  either  by  a  minister  plenipotentiary, 
or  by  a  charge  d'affairs.  The  gentleman  had 
asked  why  there  was  no  minister  to  represent 
this  country  in  England.  He  believed  that  the 
nomination  of  a  minister  to  that  court  was  not 
always  successful.  The  gentleman  had  com- 
plained of  the  tendency  to  concentrate  power  in 
one  man.  If  there  was  such  a  tendency,  he 
trusted  that  a  sufficient  safe  guard  would  be 
found  in  the  spirit  which  pervaded  the  country. 
The  conduct  of  the  President  was  justified  by 
usage  and  by  the  Constitution ;  and  if 
he  saw  an  institution  rising  in  opposition  to  the 
Government,  it  was  hie  constitutional*  duty  to 
put  it  down.  Theie  might  be  some  tendency  to 
concentrate  power  in  the  hands  of  one  man  ,  but 
the  election  every  four  years  would  regulate  that 
matter.  It  had  been  said  that  the  President 
wished  to  assume  to  himself  regal  power, — to 
assume  the  imperial  purple.  Look  at  his  ad- 
vanced age,  and  ask,  was  it  probable  that  such 
could  be  his  motive.  By  such  ambition  he  would 
but  dishonor  himself. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  PRESTON  presented  a  petition  from  the 
third  district  of  Philadelphia,  signed  by  4872 
of  the  inhabitants ;  the  whole  number  of  men  in 
the  district  being  about  six  thousand.  He  would 
take  this  occasion  to  make  a  remark  upon  what 
had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Bkown.)  He  had  stated  that  the  fact 
of  the  petition  being  signed  by  young  gentlemen, 
brought  the  case  to  his  mind  in  such  a  way  as  to 
shew  him  that  the  power  of  the  bank  was  on 
the  decline.  An  institution  of  that  kind  might 
exercise  power  over  that  class  of  people  whose 
occupations  and  connexions  in  business  rendered 
them  dependent  upon  it;  but  the  signers  of  the 
memorial  were  not  of  this  class ;  they  were  young 
men  ;  whose  hearts  had  not  yet  beco'i-e  entangl- 
ed in  tHe  anxieties  of  business,  and  young  men 
were  seldom  found  to  be  advocates  of  a  bank. 
They  were  warm  in  youthful  ardour — many  of 
them,  from  their  recent  perusal  of  the  classics, 
were,  no  doubt,  filled  with  military  ardour.  If 
they  looked  at  the  President,  it  would  be  at  the 
hero;  they  would  look  at  his  military  achicv- 
ments,  and  in  their  glory  all  else  would,  to  their 
view,  be  lost.  Such  were  the  feelings  of  young 
men ;  and  such  feelings  influenced  all.  Notwith- 
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standing  the  President's  declaration  in  his  inau- 
gural speech,  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  bank, 
they  saw  the  hero  through  that.  Philadelphia 
was  notoriously  a  Jackson  city!  It  was  not  the 
power  of  the  bank — it  was  impotent  for  such 
purposes.  Let  him  not  be  told  that  the  sympa- 
thies of  the  country  were  to  be  excited  by  the 
bank.  No :  gentlemen  who  supposed  so  had 
not  estimated  the  character  of  the  people  of  the 
country.  The  bank  could  not  buy  their  hearts. 
What  power  had  the  bank  over  them  ?  I  scorn, 
said  he,  the  imputation  of  the  bank  having  power 
over  us.  Was  all  this  commotion  excited  by  the 
bank?  No,  if  its  millions  were  a  million  times 
multiplied,  it  could  have  no  such  influence. 

The  gentleman  had  expressed  no  opinion 
which  was  strongly  indicative  of  the  state  of 
things.  The  gentleman  had  mentioned  that 
a  minister  at  the  Court  of  England  was  not 
known  to  be  necessary.  All  that  he,  Mr.  P. 
knew  of  the  matter  was,  that  in  the  progress 
of  the  Government  it  had  been  usual  to  havtx 
one  there;  and  it  would  be  a  matter  of  inquiry 
why  there  was  none  appointed.  The  gentle- 
man said  it  was  not  done,  not  because  it  was 
not  proper  that  it  should  be  done,  but  because 
the  nomination  to  the  Senate  was  not  always  to 
be  confirmed. 

Mr.  BROWN  said,  he  hoped  he  had  not  been 
understood  to  say  that  the  reason  why  there  was 
no  minister  appointed  to  England  was,  that  the 
Senate  had  disapproved  of  the  nomination  of 
the  President.  He  only  said  that  on  a  forner 
occasion  the  President  had  attempted  to  ap- 
point a  minister,  and.  the  effort  f  iled. 

Mr.  PRESTON  understood  him  perfectly. — 
He  would  repeat,  that  the  Senate,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  its  constitutional  power,  did  not  think 
with  the  President,  and  the  officer  who  had 
been  appointed  was  rejected  by  that  body;  and 
although  the  President  must  know  that  it  was 
desirable  that  he  should  be  replaced,  yet  no 
nomination  had  been  made.  But,  was  it  a  fact 
that,  because  the  Senate  disapproved  of  the  no- 
mination the  office  was  to  be  suspended  ?  It  in- 
dicated what  he  feared  did  exist — tUat  the  Pre- 
sident acted  without  Congress.  He  had  lai<l 
his  hand  on  the  fiscal  officer  of  the  Government; 
he  had  acted  in  that  way  by  seizing  upon  the 
Treasury  in  such  a  way  as  that  it  could  not  be 
recovered  without  a  majority  of  two-thirds  of 
Congress.  The  minister  chosen  by  the  Presi 
dent  was  disapproved,  and  then  the  President 
did  not  choose  to  fill  up  the  vacancy. 

He  might  add  other  executive  circumstances 
to  what  had  been  stated.  There  was  the  pay- 
ment of  the  national  debt.  Six  months  notice 
was  to  have  been  given  of  its  being  paid  off; 
but  in  the  hurly-burly  of  removing  the  d-po- 
sites  the  minister  forgot  to  give  the  necessary 
notice,  and  the  interest  ran  on,  and  was  paya- 
ble to  this  day.  Such  was  the  case,  and  all 
clashes  uf  society  were  rising  up  to  express  their 
sentiments.  With  regard  to  the  young  gentle- 
men, those  who  had  c^me  to  Washington  with 
the  petition,  were  most  respectable  and  intelli- 
gent. 


He  moved  that  the  petition  be  read,  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  petition  was  then  read. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  there  was  one  remark 
which  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  to  which  he  would  call  the  at- 
teniion  of  the  Senate.  It  was  the  complaint 
which  he  had  made,  that  the  high  officers  of 
State  were  the  officers  of  the  President  of  the 
U.  States,  and  not  of  the  U.  States.  He  be- 
lieved the  Constitution,  in  the  interval  of  the 
sessions  of  Congress,  authorized  the  President 
to  grant  commissions,  which  were  to  endure 
till  the  next  session.  He  believed  the  officers 
now  so  commissioned,  were  officers  of  State 
until  the  adjournment  of  the  Senate.  He  did 
not  understand  the  complaint.  The  President 
had  no  occasion  to  send  the  commissions  to 
Congress  immediately;  and  he  would  send 
them  before  the  end  of  the  session,  and  the  Se 
nate  would  act  upon  them. 

Were  these  questions  raised  for  the  purpose 
of  perplexing  the  public  officers?  The  Presi- 
dent had  used  his  own  discretion,  and  he  had 
done  right. 

The  two  Senators  had  dwelt  with  some  em- 
phasis on  the  strong  expression  of  public  opi- 
nion which  was  expressed  by  the  memorial  of 
the  young  men.  Young  men  joined  in  classes, 
*here  some  were  governed  by  tliis  opinion  and 
some  by  that.  There  had  been  an  exhibition 
ot  young  men  before.'  There  was  a  National 
Convention  of  young  men ,  and  they  were  op- 
posed to  the  election  of  the  President,  but  these 
young  men  were  conveniently  overshadowed  by 
the  young  men  at  the  ballot  box.  It  was  the 
misfortune  of  Philadelphia  to  be  opposed  to  the 
people  of  theU.  States  and  to  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania. 

It  was  said  that  these  young  men  were  not 
interested;  that  they  were  not  to  be  led  by  gold 
nor  governed  by  the  bank.  That  was  true;  but 
it  might  be  seen  that  young  men  were  like  other 
people.  Was  it  not  seen  that  they  were  led  by 
fashion?  and  who  was  more  liable  to  be  led  by 
fashion  than  young genlhmen?  In  Philadelphia 
there  were  but  two  classes.  These  consisted 
of  bank  men  and  anti-bank  men;  and  this  spirit 
was  carried  so  high  that  in  genteel  society  it 
operated  to  exclusion.  Nay,  it  might  be  ex- 
tended even  to  the  women,  who  were  also  fol- 
lowers of  fashion,  and  the  ladies  might  be  heard 
crying  out  for  the  restoration  of  the  deposites. 

The  Senator  had  alluded  to  another  point.— 
Although  the  country  was  agitated  by  the  bank, 
he  had  seen  other  and  new  dangers  and  en- 
croachments. He  spoke  of  formidaole  armies 
marching  through  one  State  to  attack  another, 
and  yet  there  was  no  inquiry.  The  people 
knew  the  purpose;  they  understood  the  object, 
and  approved  the  act.  The  laws  of  the  coun- 
try had  been  viola  ed.  The  people  did  not 
complain.  There  was,  indeed,  a  correspon- 
dence between  the  Government  of  the  State 
and  the  General  Government  on  the  subject; 
but,  he  believed  the  people  of  Alabama  did  not 
disapprove  of  it.  > 

Mr.  FORSYTH  continued— The  hon.  Sena- 
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tor  had  said  that  the  revolution  which  had  taken 
place  was  no  longer  bloodless;  that  murder  had 
been  committed  upon  an  unoffending  citizen 
whilst  in  the  exercise  of  his  elective  franchise. 
He  supposed  the  hon.  Senator  had  reference  to 
Philadelphia.     Rumor  said  that  in  some  contest 
which  had  taken  place  there,  a  citizen  had  been 
severely  beaten,  and  had  since  died.     Would 
the  hon.  Senator  without  any  knowledge  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  fray ;  without  knowing 
whether  the  deceased  had  been  an  actor  in  it — 
had  been  in  fault— without  knowing  the  causes 
which  led  to  it— venture  to  say  that  murder 
had  been  committed  ?    Would  the  hon.  Senator 
venture  to  say  that  the  deceased  dd  not  merit 
the  blow  by  which  he  fell  ?     But  why  had  not 
this  matter  produced  a  flame  throughout  the 
coun'rv,  when  such  an  event  would  have  shak- 
en the  British  Parliament  in  their  seats  ?     The 
reason  was  obvious.     It  did  not  belong  to  the 
Government   to  interfere  upon  this  occasion. 
This  matter  would  come  before  the  proper  tri- 
bunal in  Pennsylvania,  and  every  one  knew  that 
justice  would  there  be  done  upon  the  offender, 
whether  he  belonged  to  the  administration  p  ir- 
ty  or  not.     Permit  him  (Mr.  F.)  to  say  that  the 
Government  has  no  right  to  ^meddle  with  this 
subject,  or  to  interfere  with  the  criminal  laws 
of  Pennsylvania.     Both  these  petitions   were 
like  all  the  others  which  had  been  presented. 
They  talked  about  the  distress  in  such  a  way 
that  one  would  imagine  the  petitioners  had  de- 
luded themselves  into  a  belief  that  the  country 
was  now  suffering  more  than  it  would  do  under 
the  horrors  of  war  or  pestilence.     All  was  now 
activity  in  the  places  from  which  these  peti- 
tions came.     Could  not  the  petitioners  see  that 
they  were  deluding  themselves.     He  (Mr.  F.) 
had  passed  through  the  streets  of  Philadelphia 
and  New  York  at  the  time  of  the  pestilence 
without  meeting  a  living  soul — the  tread  of  his 
own  feet  had  startled  him.     And   would  any 
man  tell  him  that  the  present  distress  was  equal 
to  that  of  those  days?     One  hour  of  the  misery 
of  that  period  would  outweigh  a  year  of  this. 
But  there  v.  as  great  exutement,and  it  would  not 
be  the  fault  of  gentfemen  if  that  excitement 
did  not  spread  to   the  remotest  quarter  of  the 
empire.     The  distress  was  not  produced  by  the 
panic  alone.     There  were  political  causes.   Po 
litical  hopes.  Yes  !  hopes  which  had  died  were 
reviving — were  budding   anew; — the  bank  was 
the  instrument  by  which  the  present  adminis- 
tration was  to  be  broken  down.    The  question 
however  was  before  the  people,  and  he  hoped 
the  people  would  decide  as  formerly  against 
those  who  upheld  the  bank.     Gentlemen  were 
deceived  in  thinking  that  the  memorials  heaped 
upon  the  table  were  to  be  considered  as  conclu- 
sive evidence  that  the  people  were  opposed  fr.i 
the  proceedings  of  the  administration.     In  1811 
as  many  petitions  were  sent  to  Congress  in  fa 
vor  of  the  old  bank;  bushels  of  these  petitions 
might  yet  be  seen;  the  same  predictions  of  ruin 
were  made  then  as  now.    In  his  own  time — up- 
on the  question  of  the  independence  of  the  Che 
rokee  tribe,  he  had  seen  more  memorials  than 
had  been  presented  upon  the  present  occasion. 


No  subject  could  be  made  one  of  great  politi- 
cal controversy  without  producing  resolutions, 
memorials,  and  petitions.  Gentlemen  had  mis- 
taken the  blowing  of  a  parcel  of  porpoises  for 
a  movement  of  the  great  leviathan ;  they  would 
shortly  see  him  move;  and  when  he  did  move, 
it  would  be  well  for  them  to  keep  out  of  hi* 
wake,  lesttl>ey  should  perish  in  the  boiling  wa- 
ters. 

The  Special  Order  was*  then  announced  by 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  begged  the  indulgence  of 
the  Senate  for  a  few  moments  while  he  correct- 
ed a  mistake  which  had  been  made  m  one  of 
the  newspapers.  The  misapprehension  of  what 
he  had  said  was  so  strange,  that  he  could  not 
but  think  it  was  designed  to  do  him  injury. 
The  hon.  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  yester- 
day remarked,  that  he  hoped  it  would  turn  out 
that  the  Secretary  ef  the  Treasury  was  not  a 
stockholder  in  the  bank  which  had  failed.  He 
(Mr.  F.)  had  protested  against  this  romark,  and 
had  said,  that  however  great  a  portion  of  stock 
the  Secretary  might  have  in  any  bank,  the  cha- 
racter of  that  individual  was  too  well  known  for 
any  one  to  suppose  that  such  a  circumstance 
would  influence  his  official  proceedings.  In- 
stead of  this,  however,  he  (Mr.  F.)  had  been 
made  to  endorse  the  remark  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  and  to  a<n-ee  with  that  gentleman 
in  opinion,  that  if  the  Secretary  held  stock,  his 
conduct  might  thereby  be  influenced. 
Mr.  Wi»i»ht  addressed  the  Senate. 
Mr.  CLAY,  after  inquiring  if  any  other  gen- 
tleman wished  to  speak  on  the  subject,  said  he 
would  move  that  the  Senate  should  adjourn, 
with  the  purpose  of  closing  the  debate  to-mor- 
row. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POINDEXTER,  the  Senate 
went  into  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness, and  after  the  close  of  it,  adjourned.   . 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

After  the  transaction  of  the  usual  morning 
business,  ' 

Mr.  CLAY  of  Alabama,  continued  and  con- 
cluded his  remarks  on  the  resolution  submitted 
by  Mr.  Marius,  concerning  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  on  the  Bank  question,  next  came  dp, 
>nd  was  discussed  by  Mr.  Schlei,  of  Georgia, 
until  nearly  four  o'clock,  when, 

The  House  adjourned. 


SENATE. 
Thursday,  March  27th,  1834. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  SILSBEE, 
Mr.   WEBSTER   obtained  leave  of  absence 
for  ten  days  from  Monday  next. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 
Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  presented  a  memoria 
from  about  four  hundred   citizens  of  Augusta 
asking  a  restoration  of  the  deposites,  and  a  re- 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
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be  distinctly  marked.  So  far  as  he  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  sentiments  of  the  memorial- 
ists, they  had  been  generally  friendly  to  a 
United  States  Bank.  They  thought  such 
an  institution  an  useful  instrument  in  the 
commerce  of  the  country,  and  an  efficient  aid 
to  the  Government  in  the  administration  of  its 
finances.  The  character  and  objects  of  the 
memorial,  he  said,  might,  in  fact,  be  gathered 
from  the  language  employed  in  it,  which  had 
been  appropriately  selected,  and  showed  an 
evident'  intention  in  the  memorialists  to  state 
nothing  but  the  truth;  but,  at  the  same  time,  'o 
state  that  in  such  a  way  as  to  forward,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  object  they  had  in  view.  They 
spoke  of  "indications"  of  distress  in  the  com- 
mercial community;  of  "evils  which  they  wit- 
ness," and  of  stdl  greater  evils  which  they  ap- 
prehend, &.c.  Thev  no  where  pointedly  state 
said  Mr.  K.,  that  they  are  themselves  suffering 
under  any  very  unusual  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ment or  pressure  in  their  money  market.  They 
could  not  so  state,  he  said,  as  he  apprehended 
such  statement  would  have  been  contrary  to  the 
with  some  of  them,   he  thought  their  experi-  fa<*-     The  very  mail,  he  said,  which  brought 


Mr.  K  said,  that  as  from  the  proceedings  of 
yesterday,  he  found  it  was  still  usual,  on  the 
presentation  of  memorials,  to  speak  of  the 
character  of  the  memorialists,  and  at  the  same 
time,  to  say  something  upon  the  subject  of  their 
complaints;  although  he  disapproved  the  prac- 
tice of  discussing  these  memorials,  and  thought 
the  compliments  of  respectability,  &c,  as  mere 
formal  ceremonies;  yet,  as  the  practice  was 
continued,  he  could  not  consent  that  his  fellow 
citizens  of  Augusta,  and  their  memorial,  should 
suffer  too  much  in  comparison  with  those  from 
various  other  quarters  and  sections  of  theUnion, 
by  refusing  to  bestow  upon  them  something 
like  the  accustomed  attention. 

He  said,  then,  he  could  state  that  he  was  per- 
sonally acquainted  with  a  very  large  portion  of 
the  memorialists;  and  he  thought  that,  to  a  limit- 
ed extent,  they  embraced  all  classes,  characters, 
trades,  professions,  and  interests  in  the  commu- 
nity from  which  the  memorial  came.  He  said, 
he  also  found  that  a  very  respectable  portion  of 
the  merchants  and  businessmen  of  the  city  had 
signed  the  memorial,  and  from  his  acquaintance 


ence  and  general  intelligence,  as  merchants 
qualified  them  as  well  to  judge  of  those  mea- 
sures of  State  policy  which  would  likely  im- 
prove or  injure  their  respective  interests,  as  a 
like  number  of  merchants  taken  promiscuously 
from  any  other  Southern  city  in  the  Union. 

Of  the  politics  of  the  memorialists,  however, 
he  said  he  could  not  say  so  much.  He  was  not 
extens'rvely  acquainted  with  the  political  opin 
ions  and  feelings  of  his  neighbors.  He  did  not 
know  whether  they  were  generally  friendly,  or 
opposed  to  the  present  administration.  But, 
from  the  best  information  he  could  gain,  the 
memorial  was  not  originated,  circulated,  signed, 
or  sent  here,  with  any  very  marked  inference 
to  party  distinctions  upon  this  point.  He  might, 
perhaps,  he  said,  make  this  exception.  There 
was,  he  said,  a  very  small,  but  at  the  same  time 
a  very  respectable  pai'ty  in  the  city  of  Augusta 
(known  as  the  nullifying  party)  who,  with  a 
consistency  with  their  former  opinions  upon  the 
subject  of  the  United  States  Bank,  (which,  so 
far  from  censuring,  he  was  much  disposed  to 
admire,)  had  generally,  he  believed,  declined 
to  put  their  signatures  to  the  paper. 

There  was  one  characteristic,  however,  he 


the  memorial,  brought  the  prices  current,  by 
which  it  appeared  that  local  stocks  (always  the 
thermometer  of  the  money  market,  as  they 
were  not  influenced  by  any  foreign  competi- 
tion.) and  in  fact,  all  vendible  articles  usually 
stated  in  the  price  current,  maintained  their 
prices,  and  indicated  that  all  those  who  had  the 
worth  of  money  could  procure  money  on  the 
usual  and  customary  terms.  He  referred,  also , 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting,  by  which  it 
was  admitted,  he  believed,  by  the  speakers  on 
both  sides,  that  the  pressure  had  not  then  reach- 
ed the  city.  If  further  evidence  were  wanting, 
he  said  he  could  state  that  he  had  conversed 
with  two  of  the  memorialists  themselves,  both 
highly  respectable  merchants,  who  had  stated 
to  him  that  the  present  season  had  not  been 
marked  by  any  unusual  di- tress  among  tin- 
merchants.  And,  said  Mr.  K.,  if  Senators  should 
still  be  incredulous,  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  letter 
from  one  of  the  committee  who  drafted  the  me- 
morial itself,  a  line  from  which,  he  supposed, 
would  conclusively  settle  this  point.  Among 
other  things  the  writer  states,  "as  yet,  our  mo- 
ney market  is  about  as  you  left  it.'' 

Mr.  K.  said,  he  was  thus  particular  in  dwel- 


uaid,  by  which  he  thought  the  memorial  mightjKng  on  these  facts,  not  only  to  show  the  true 
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character  of  (he  memorial  and  its  object,  but  to 
sustain  his  colleague  in  a  declaration  he  had 
made  a' few  weeks  past,  that  at  that  time  the 
city  of  Augusta  was  suffering'  no  unusual  dis- 
tress. The  truth  of  this  statement  had  been 
questioned  by  some  honorable  Senators,  and 
particularly  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ken. 
tucky  had  laughed  at  his  colleague  for  this  sup 
posed  mistake.  Thf>  statement  of  his  colleague, 
he  said,  was  strictly  true  at  the  time  it  w  as 
made,  and,  in  fact,  so  continued  up  to  the  dat< 
of  the  last  accounts. 

But,  sail  Mr    K.,  it  is  true  the  memorialists 
apprehend  distress,  and  he  thought  with  some 
reason,  if  he  understood   well  the  present  state 
of  affairs  in  that  c  ty.     This  pressure,  said  M>. 
K.,   has  been  almost  periodical  in  the  southern 
cities  for  several  years,  and  may  always  he  ex 
pected  to  a  certain  extent,  when  the  article  of 
cotton  opens  at  a  price  much  beyond  that  which 
it  afterwards  m  untamed.    It  is  known,  said  Mr., 
K.,  that   northern  exchange   is  principally  fur 
nished  to  southern  merchants  by  the  purchas 
and  shipment  of  cotton.     These  are  the  mea  h> 
by  and  through  which  the  southern  merchants 
paid  their  northern  debts.   And  when  the  tr<dt 
continues  reguhr  throughout  the  season,  the 
supply  is  generally  eq  al  to ,  and  sometimes  be 
yond  the  demand,  and  the  premium  on  northen 
exchange  is  of  en  a  trifle,  and  sometimes  noth- 
ing.    But,  said  he,  the  plantt  re,  ;*fier  they  have 
sold  a  portion  of  their  crops  at  good  prices,  sell 
the  remainder  with  extreme  reluctance  at  pri- 
ces   very   far  below  what  they  have  previous  \ 
obtained.     Every  man,  he  said,  at  all  in  the  ha- 
bit of  attending  to  the   operations  of  his  own 
mind,  w0uld  understand   th-  policy   by   whicli 
the  planter  was  governed  in  such  a  case. 

In  fact,  the  planter  was  not  only  inclined,  bu' 
enabled,  during  the  present  season,  by  a  timt- 
ly  d  sposition  of  a  large  portion  of  W-i  crop,  al 
good  prices,  to  hold  on  to  the  remaiud  r,  in  ex- 
pectation of  an  a  Ivance.  Since  the  fall  in  <!.< 
foreiirn  market  bar]  produced  a  heavy  decliiv 
in  the  heme  market,  sales  had  almost  ceased  n 
Augusta,  and,  f.  rthe  last  sixty  or  seventy  days, 
the  planters  had  general  stor-d.  The  ware- 
houses, he  said,  in  Augusta,  though  numerous 
and  spacious,  were  crowded  to  overflowing, 
very  few  preferring  to  sell  at  the  current  prices, 
but  hol<!in£  OI,  Wltn  an  obstinate  confidence, 
hoping  oetter  might  be  obtained. 

This  policy,  said  Mr.  K  ,  has  cut  off"  the  most 
usual  supply  of  Northern  Exchange,  which  had 


Tftere  was  another  cause,  he  said,  which 
might  add  something  .to  the  demand  for  money 
in  the  Southern  cities;  and  which,  if  he  mistook 
not,  had  added  to  the  apprehensions  of  some 
practical  men  in  the  city  of  his  residence. 

There  were,  he  said,  many  northern  houses 
which  had  southern   connexions  and   business. 

K.. 


risen  since  about  the  first  day  of  January  ,  from 
par  to  two  per  cent,  premium,  and  even  tiylt 
rate,  being  beyond  the  usual  exchange,  a  fur. 
ther  advance  would  probably  produce  a  run 
upon  the  banks  for  specie,  in  the  remittance  of 
which  the  merchants  (when  the  remittances 
must  go  on  as  usual)  would  find  a  better  ac- 
count than  in  the  purchase  of  exchange  at  these 
high  rates.  If,  for  these  reasons,  said  Mr.  K., 
the  merchants  should  commence  drawing  spe- 
cie from  the  banks,  the  banks  must  stop  their 
discounts,  and  reduce  their  debts,  by  calling 
upon  their  customers;  and  thus  would  com- 
mence the  pressure 


fiends;  and  it  will  be  recollected,  said  Mr. 
'hat,  when  making  a  few  remarks  before  the 
Senate  a  few  weeks  since,  I  «tated  that  there 
was  rather  an  unusual  demand  for  capital  in  the 
northern  cities,  without  the  usual  facil  ties  of 
supplying  them.  The  money  market  has  heen 
easier  at  the  Smithy  and  he  believed  he  had  un- 
derstood (ar  least  it  was  reasonable)  that  many 
Southern  houses  had  exausted  their  credit  to 
raise  remittances  to  aid  their  northern  friends. 
This  might,  if  the  facts  were  so,  add  some'hing 
to  the  usual  demand  for  northern  exchange, 
•  hich,  together,  would  make  something  mere 
'ban  an  ordinary  demand,  which  was  met,  in 
consequence  of  the  policy  of  the  planters,  by  a 
very  inadequate  and  insufficient  .supply.  Mr, 
K.,  said  he  hoped,  however,  that  this  appre- 
hended pressure  might  yet  be  averted  by  a 
change  of  policy  by  the  planters,  or  such  rise 
in  their  produce  a-  would  induce  them  to  part 
with  their  bropertv. 

I  might  be  disposed,  said  Mr.  King,  under 
other  c  rcumstance*,  to  say  something  in  refer- 
ence to  the  object  of  the  memorialists,  in  a  more 
methodical  manner  than  I  have  done  heretofore, 
but  the  proposed  measure  of  th  recharter  is 
more  irectly  before  the  Senate  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  bill  ("or  that  purpose;  and  1  will  there- 
fore conclude  by  moving  that  th  memorial  be 
read  printed,  and  referred  'o  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  hoping  that  the  bill,  when  brought 
forward  for  discussion,  will  have  th  t  delib  rate 
attei  tion  to  which  the  importance  of  the  meas- 
ure proposed  so  justly  entitles  it. 
The  memorial  was  received  and  referred. 
Mr  WEBSTER  corrected  the  notice  of  yes- 
terday in  regard  t  •  the  time  of  calling  up  the 
bill  to  continue  the  charter  of  the  U.  S.  B  nk, 
and  pr  iposed  to  Call  it  up  on  Monday  the  21st 
of  April. 

Mr.  W.  said,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  very  lage  meeting  in  the   populous 
ouny  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  on  the  subject  of 
the  distress   of  the   country.     The   county  of* 
Worcester  is  th    largest  agricultural  county  in 
Mass.,  and   p  rhaps,  the  lrgest  in  the  U.  S.,  ' 
wi  h  a  population    f  80  or  90,000  persons. — 
The  memorial  is  signed  by  6,207  citizens  of  that 
county,  and  intelligent  votes  at  all  the  elections. 
They  set  forth,  in  some  severity  of  terms,  the 
effect  of  the  recent  measures  of  Government  on 
their  property.     They  have  extensive  manufac- 
tures, but  their  main  business  is  that  of  agricul-     I 
ture;  and  they  find  themselves  in  a  very  severe 
and  unparalleled  state  of  pressure;  but  I  will 
not  ask  permission  of  the  Senate  to  dwell  on 
these  topics  again  at  this  time.     I  can  testify  to 
the  great  respectability  of  the  meeting,  and  the 
intelligence  and  public  spirit  of  the  people  of 
the  county  of  Worcester. 
Mr.  W.  moved  that  the  memorial  be  read 
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printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance; and  it  was  so  order  d. 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  he  was  desirous  of  calling  up 
the  resolution  which  he  had  offered  a  few  days 
ago,  for  an  inquiry  in  relation  to  the  Union 
Bank  of  Baltimore;  but  as  he  did  not  perceive 
the  member  from  Georgia  in  his  seat,  who 
wished  to  say  something  respecting  it,  he  would 
waive  calling  it  up  in  consequence  of  his  ab- 
sence. 

Mr.  C.  said,  I  am  desirous  of  presenting  to 
the  Sen.te  'he  memorial  of  the  citizens  <  f  the 
|  city  of  Lexington,  in  'he  county  of  Fayette,  Ky. 
This  memorial  is  signed  by  upwards  of  1200 
persons,  embracing  merchant-,  manufacturers, 
mechanics,  farmers,  and  the  great  body  of  the 
entire  society  of  men  of  business.  It  is  signed 
by  my  friends,  by  individu  Is,  some  of  whom  I 
have  known  for  forty  years,  and  is  on  the  com- 
|m«n  topic  ( f  the  existing  distresses  of  the  coun 
,try.  It  is  true,  the  memorialists  do  not  speak 
(of  a  very  great  pressure  already  existing;  but 
Ithey  speak  of  its  approach  and  their  apprehen- 
sion of  its  increase;  and  more  particularly  are 
jtheir  a  tention  and  fears  enl  sted  by  what  they 
deem  *n  ass  ult  on  the  Constitution  and  laws. 
I  If  there  is  a  spot  on  the  habi'able  globe  that  is 
likely  to  be  exempt  from  the  distress  which  per- 
vades the  whole  country,  that  spot  is  Lexing- 
ton. No  where  on  earth  has  "Providence  been 
nv  re  bountiful.  The)  hvea  rich  soil,  which 
ordinarily  yields  sixty  bushels  of  con  to  the 
acre.  It  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  countries 
on  earth,  all  laid  out  in  farms,  and  h  ghl"  culti 
rated.  But  what  exuberance  of  soil,  what  -e- 
renity  and  salubrity  of  climate,  what  circum- 
stances most  favored  by  heaven,  can  shield" 
them  against  the  measures  of  a  bad  Govern 
ment,  against  misrule  which  assails  their  inter 
ests  and  property?  It  pervades  the  mountain's 
top  and  its  most  secret  caverns;  it  goes  every 
where,  and  t  e  interests  of  every  person  must 
more  or  less  suffer  by  the  mistaken  measures 
of  their  rulers. 

But  I  believe  the  anxious  attention  of  my 
neighbors  and  friends  is  directed  to  the  restora- 
tion of  the  Cons  itution  and  laws;  this  great 
branch  of  the  subject  excites  their  apprehen- 
sions, and  engages  their  solicitude. 

I  will  only  say  further  that  hemp  has  fallen 
;20  per  cent,  in  that  country,  since  the  late  in- 
iterference  of  the  Executive;  and  tkeir  other 
igreat  staples,  Indian  com,  wh  ch  supplies  all 
lihe  farmers  with  food  and  raiment  and  other 
necessaries,  has  fallen  in  proportion.  In  a  sin- 
gle neighborhood,  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
when  there  is  usually  a  great  demand,  six  thou- 
sand fat  bullocks  are  unsold,  when  long  before 
this  period  last  year,  there  was  scarcely  one  to 
be  found  in  the  country.  Becausr  the  butchers 
cannot  obtain  the 
banks. 


Constitution,  guarantee  to  us  the  safety  of  our 
liberties,  and  we  will  be  content  with  any  sort 
of  administration. 

Mr.  C.  moved  that  the  memorial  be  read, 
printed  with  the  names,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  it  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  WILKIN S  said  he  held  in  his  hand,  pro- 
ceedings and  resolutions  adopted  at  a  county 
meeting  in  the  town  of  Beaver,  which  he  had 
for  some  days  wished  to  present,  and  he  would 
accompany  it  with  a  word  or  two. 

t  he  town  of  Beaver,  at  winch  tbe  meeting 
wa  held,  is  situated  at  the  confluence  of  Big 
Beaver  River  with  the  Ohio,  and  is  the  seat  o\' 
justice  in  that  county.  The  country  is  chiefly 
agricultural,  containing  within  its  limits  exten- 
sive growers  of  wool,  and  on  the  falls  of  Bea- 
ve  River  are  extensive  manufactures,  which 
have  been  hitherto  in  a  prosperous  state.  The 
people  of  that  county  are  among  the  most  re- 
spectable agriculturists  and  farmers  to  be  found 
any  where  in  Pennsylvania.  They  took  the 
opportunity  which  the  court  afforded,  to  call  a 
meeting  for  the  expression  of  their  views,  which 
the>  now  present  to  the  Senate.  A  lett  r  from 
an  associate  judge  of  that  county,  states,  that 
it  was  the  largest  meeting  ever  held  in  that 
cotlnty;  and  that  it  was  attended  l»y  men  whom 
he  had  never  seen  at  any  meeting  before.  As 
to  this  meeting  it  was  attended  by  people  to 
the  respectability  of  whose  character,  I  can  tes- 
tify, and  many  of  whom  1  know,  as  i  have  lived 
in  the  neighborhood  all  my  life.  They  refer  to 
the  interesting  subject  of  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  they  cover  all  the  ground,  and  after 
saying  so  much,  I  wish  I  could  add  that  their 
views  corresponded  with  mine  ;  but  they  de- 
plore that  measure,  as  well  as  the  distress  of  the 
country,  which  they  ascribe  to  that,  as  they 
think,  mistaken  policy,  and  they  ask  the. resto- 
ration of  the  deposites,  and  the  rec<arter  of  the 
bank.  They  highly  approve  of  the  conduct  of 
the  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ,  and  disap- 
prove the  course  of  the  Governor  of  that  Stale, 
and  of  tiie  proceedings  of  our  Legislature;  and 
in  addition  to  this,  they  give  my  colleague  and 
myself  a  rap  over  the  knuckles.  Notwitnstand- 
ing,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  present  their 
memorial,  and  ask  that  it  be  read,  printed,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  ;  it  was 
ordered  accordingly. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  then  taken  up  ; — 
when  Mr.  CLAY  addressed  the  Senate  until 
the  hour  of  adjournment. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the*  Committee  on  the 

Public   Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the   bill 

from  the  Senate,  entitled,  "An  act  for  the  relief 

of  the     legal  representatives   of    Thomas   H. 

usual    fac  lities   from   the  jBoyles  deceased,"  reported  the  same  without  an 

There  is  remaining  in  that  country,  of  j  amendment,  and  said  bill  was  committed. 


that  single  article,  an  amount,  at  the  smallest       On  motion  of  Mr.  CONNOR, 

calculation,  equal  in  value  to  one  hundred  and       The  Committee  on  the    Post  Office  and  Post 

eigh'y  thousand  dollars,  which   would  be  sold  Roads,  was  discharged  from  the  further  conside- 


lf  there  were  a  purchasing  market.  But  I  be- 
lieve  we  are  not  a  complaining  people,in  regard 
to  such  distress.     Give  us  our  laws;  give  us  our 


ration  of  the  petition  of  Henry  A.  Nunes,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committtee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs. 
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Mr.  MURPHY,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Kentucky,  requesting  that  the  privilege  of 
franking  official  communications  might  be  ex- 
tended to  certain  militia  officers,  made  an  ad- 
verse report  thereon,  which  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  presented  a  communica- 
ion  from  H.  S.  Handy,  relative  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Trait  Creek 
at  the  south  end  of  Lake  Michigan,  which  com 
munication  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CONNOR,  the  bill  reported 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  to  establi-h  certain  post  roads 
and  to  alter  and  discontinue  others,together  with 
the  several  petitions  and  amendments  presented 
to  the  House  of  Representatives  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, in  relation  to  post  routes,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting an  account  of  the  result  of  the  assays 
of  foreign  coins  at  the  mint  of  the  United  States 
during  the  year  1833,  which  letter  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Mardis  on  the  14th 
of  January. 

The  hour  of  one  o'clock  arrived,  when  the 
House  proceeded  to  the  special  orders  of  the 
day. 

And  the  House  then  resumed  the  considera-* 
tion  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  of  the  4th  March  ult. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment 
moved  by  Mr.  Wilde. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH,  of  Conn.,  concluded  his 
remarks, 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


SENATE. 

Friday,  March  28,  1834. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  I  have  been  requested 
to  present  to  the  Senate,  a  memorial  from  Al- 
bany. 

The  great  cities  of  New  York,  Philadelphia. 
Baltimore  and  Boston,  have  already  expressed 
their  sentiments  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  on 
the  interesting  subject  of  the  currency,  and  thf 
state  of  business  in  the  country.  The  city  ol 
Albany  now  joins  her  own  voice  to  that  of  hei 
sister  cities,  in  a  not  less  clear  and  decisive  tone 
than  that  of  others  known  to  you  and  the  othei 
members  of  the  Senate. 

Albany  is  a  city,  which  for  it  size,  is  eminent- 
ly commercial,  in  a  situation  peculiarly  favored 
by  nature  and  by  the  progress  of  public  improve- 
ment, placed  at  the  head  of  the  tide,  on  one  of 
the  noblest  rivers  on  earth,  at  that  point,  at  and 
near  to  which  several  hundred  miles  of  inland 
navigation  discharges  the  products  of  interior  in- 
dustry, which  are  received  by  vessels  at  tide  wa- 


ter, and  receives  in  return  a  great  amount  of; 
merchandise  for  distribution  in  the  interior.  The 
population  of  Albany  is  generally  estimated  at 
28  or  30,000;  the  highest  vote  at  any  election! 
has  reached  almost,  but  not  quite  3,800  persona; 
and  their  are  attached  to  this  memorial  the  names 
of  2,800  persons,  every  one  of  whom,  it  is  be« 
lieved,  is  an  independent  and  free  elector  in  thai 
city.  Great  pains  have  been  taken  in  that  re- 
spect, and  if  there  is  a  single  exception  to  be 
found  in  the  paper  which  I  hold  in  my  hand, 
it  is  accidental,  and  a  mistake.  It  is  not 
believed  that  there  is  a  man,whose  name  is  here, 
that  cannot  stand  up  and  say,  I  am  an  American 
citizen;  1  hold  the  right  of  suffrage;  I  am  one  ol 
Ihe  principals  whose  agent  the  Government  is; 
I  pay  taxes;  I  partake  in  the  property  of  the 
country;  and  I  have  the  right  to  demand  of  the 
Government  a  just  regard  to  my  interest. 

This  paper,  then,  unanimously  speaks  the 
opinions  and  sentiments  of  three-fourth*  of  al 
the  independent  electors,  of  the  city  of  Albany 
and  what  it  says,  the  Senate  will  be  at  no  lost 
to  understand  when  the  paper  is  read.  Thrf 
sentiments  are  expressed  freely,  fully  ano 
clearly-  The  paper  before  you,  was  brough 
hither,  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  it  to 
Congress  by  a  committee  of  eighteen  gentle! 
men,  some  of  whom  were  already  known  ii 
this  place  of  national  legislation,  and  none  o 
them  were  unknown  to  some  members,  ei 
ther  of  this  or  the  other  House.  They  an 
all  gentlemen  of  respectability,  and  they  com. 
to  refer  both  Houses  of  Congress  to  the  fac 
hat -these  are  the  names  of  persons  of  al 
the  professions,  ranks,  descriptions,  orders 
and  trades  of  human  life;  and  they  give  au 
thentication  altogether  satisfactory,  of  the  ge 
neral  facts  of  depression  and  distress,  as  stal 
ed  in  this  memorial.  It  might  be  supposed 
from  reasons  somewhat  peculiar,  that  this  me 
lancholy  depression  would  have  been  slightl 
felt  at  Albany;  it  has  the  great  advantage  ( 
much  capital,  and  I  believe  it)  is  understoo 
that  the  speculations  of  its  banking  capital, 
considerable;  though  I  know  not  to  what  di 
gee,  yet  it  receives  considerable  aid  and  ft 
cility  from  the  funds  of  the  Uni  ed  States 
yet  Albany  has  not  escaped  ;  it  has  felt  th 
experiment  to  its  satisfaction. 

Sir,  whatever  else  may  bj  said  in  respect  1 
these  measures  of  Government,  this  merit  at  lea: 
is  due  to  them,  that  they  cannot  be  called  parti; 
in  their  operation.  They  are  at  least  impartia 
because  their  effects  are  universal.  Our  Seer 
tary  of  the  Treasury  is  no  Midas,  whose  tout 
converts  every  thing  to  gold;  whatever  he  toucl 
es  is  not  turned  to  gold,  but  rather  to  stone;  tl 
whole  active  system  of  the  country,  under  h 
medicines,  which  seem  to  be  instantaneous 
their  operations,  is  fixed  in  one  position.  Tl 
body  politic  is  congealed,  and  though  one  m£ 
see  the  form  of  active  life,  the  life  is  not  there;! 
may  see  the  veins,  but  they  are  bloodless;  tl 
muscles,  but  they  are  without  motion.  Sir, 
any  one  had  neither  heard  nor  known  for  wh; 
purpose  this  experiment  was  to  be  tried  on  tl 
community,  and  if  he  should  now  behold  us,  ai 
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see  at  a  glance  the  effects  produced  by  an  indivi 
dual  will  on  the  business  and  active  concerns  of 
the  country,  he  would  be  doubtful  to  what  school 
of  life  the  operator  belonged,  he  might  think  him 
some  Prospero,  or  necromancer,  who  was  exer- 
cising his  unearthly  power,  and  for  the  purpose 
of  seeing  what  sort  of  a  spectacle  a  great  com- 
munity would  exhibit,  when  entirely  and  almost 
instantly  suspended  in  its  movements,  and 
brought  to  a  perfect  stand  still,  each  individual 
remaining  just  as  he  was  when  the  charm  com- 
menced; or  rather  he  would  think  such  a  spe- 
culation or  operation  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  was  imitating  that  infantile  curiosity 
which  would  thrust  its  busy  fingers  into  the  open 
watch,  to  see  how  pretty  the  little  wheels  would 
look  when  they  were  made  to  stand  still.  The 
city  of  Albany,  and  the  rest  of  the  community, 
are  satisfied  with  this  experiment,  and  desire  no 
more  of  it,  though  it  may  be  said  not  to  be  with- 
out one  salutiry  result.  If  it  has  led  to  nothing 
else,  it  has  removed  all  uneasiness  at  the  inquiry 
to  see  what  can  be  made  of  it,  and  it  has  proved 
itself  sufficient  to  produce  every  effect  of  medi  - 
cine  but  that  of  giving  health.  There  is  sick- 
ness, writhing,  and  nausea,  but  no  cure. 

Sir,   the  good   people  of  Albany  every  day 
and  every  hour,  see  one  manifest  result  of  this 
experiment ,  their  business,   street  over  stree 
and  bl<  ck  over  block,  brought  to  a  stand  still. 
The  per.ions  who  gave  their  voice  to  this  me- 
morial, exhibited  in  detail  the  blasting  effect- 
of  the  measure;  they  say  that  there  is  not  one 
twentieth  part  of  the  business  now  done  in  Al 
bany,  which  was  done  twelve  months  ago;  that 
the  carpenter  with  his  rule  in  his  hand,  and  the 
mason  with  his  trowel,  are  waiting  to  see  when 
the  experiment  will  s'op,  and  its  destroying  in 
fluence  will  be  withdrawn  from  the  power   of 
their  vast  inland  trade,  and  from  their  immense 
mean*t  of  naviguion,  from  'heir  own  ports  in  the 
eastern  States,  down  even  to  the  State  of  Maine, 
and  from  their  canals,  so  proud  a  monument  of 
the  g.  nius,  perseverance  ai  d  high  purpose  of  a 
great  man,  who  through  good  report  and  evil 
report,    looked  to  future  times,   trusting   his 
fame  not  to  temporary   success,  with  no   mo- 
tives fcut  the  public  service,  and  that  gratitude 
felt  for  a  man  when  he  is  in  his  grave,  when  en- 
vy and  passion  and  folly  have  done  their  worst 
and  best; — sir,  the  measures  of  the  administra- 
tion  have  defeated  and  blasted   the  benefits  of 
that  internal  improvement.     Along  the  whole 
line  of  canal  there   was  twelve   months  ago  a 
mass  of  product  collected  which  is  now   dwin- 
dled down  to  small  parcels,  and  when  the  canal 
will  go  into  operation  this  year,  there  will  not 
be  on  its  banks  beyond  one  tenth  of  the  amount 
that  there  was  last  year.     Sir,  what  is  the  con- 
sequence, or  rather  what  is  the  cause'     There 
is  no  marfcet,  and  no  demand,  because  there  is 
no  monev.     The  great  staple   of  the  country, 
their  great  crop  of  wheat  which  sold  readily  last 
year  at  $1   a  bushel,   they  can  now    barely  get 
rid  of  at  from  68  to  70  cents  a  bushel.     Th  s 
diminution  of  price,  common  also  to  other  ar- 
ticles,  has  affected  both  the  coasting  business 
and  the  internal  trade;  gentlemen  here  are  con- 


nected with  lines  of  boats  on  the  western  and 
northern  canal?,  and  they  say  their  business 
has  fallen  off  one  half.  Wages,  too,  the  poor 
man's  hope  and  dependence,  for  whom  this 
great  battle  again  t  property  and  a  moneyed  aris- 
tocracy is  waged,  have  fallen;  and  how  has  it 
fallen?     I  will  tell  you  sir.     The  labor,  not  of 


one  but  of  many,  not  of  scores  but  of  hundreds, 
which  six  months  ago  readily  obtained  $1.25  for 
every  day,  is  now  reduced  to  two  days  in  the 
week  at  62  cents,  and  those  who  then  wrought 
for  $1  per  day,  are  now  willing  to  work  barely 
for  the  food  they  liv::  on.  Such  is  the  experi- 
ment, and  such  the  benefit  which  it  has  bestow- 
ed on  <heir  business    produce  and  wealth. 

Sir,  I  have  often  gone  up  and  down  that  beau- 
tiful river,  and  as  often,  I  have  seen  it  covered 
by  every  invention  which  the  human  mind  has  de- 
vised to  float  upon  the  waters;  passengers  and 
goods  were  conveyed  in  twenty  or  thirty  steam 
boats;  but  now  some  three  or  four  are  consider- 
ed entirely  competent  to  answer  all  the  demands. 

I  am  informed  th  re  are  some  manufactories 
in  the  city  of  Albany;  some  for  casting  stove 
and  hollow  ware;  and  there  are  many  fur  manu- 
factories, from  one  of  which  one  hundred  men 
have  been  discharged  in  a  single  day,  the  most 
of  them  with  families,  and  now  without  employ- 
ment. Sir,  there  is  an  account  reckoning  up 
with  some  body  for  Ihe  misfortunes  and  distress 
of  these  families.  There  is  a  manufactory  with 
five  hundred  hands  making  two  hundred  fur 
caps  in  a  day,  and  these  five  hundred  hands,  in- 
cluding women  and  children,  are  likely  soon  to 
be  discharged.  Before  they  give  up  business,  I 
would  recommend  to  them  to  make  a  few  pecu- 
liar caps  of  fur  and  hardware,  and  present  them 
to  some  half  dozen  or  a  dozen  political  persons 
most  worthy  to  wear  them,  (cap  and  bells.) 

Mr.  President,  I  need  go  no  further  to  satis- 
fy you  as  to  the  condition  of  these  persons.-— 
They  come  here  notwithstanding  the  unprom- 
ising, ungrateful,  and  even  hopeless  motive  of 
their  task^  to  do  their  duty,  and  tell  us  the  truth, 
and  the  whole  truth.  I  need  go  no  further,  this 
morning,  to  satisfy  every  man,  that  Albany  is 
suffering  under  severe  pressure  and  distress. — 
The  conviction  of  this,  must  fasten  upon  all 
men,  willing  or  unwilling.  I  yesterday  saw  the 
message  of  the  Governor  of  New  York,  in  re- 
gard to  the  fiscal  affairs  of  that  State,  and  you 
may  be  sure  it  is  no  fiction,  when  it  is  necessary 
for  him  to  come  out  with  an  extraordinary  mea- 
sure to  sustain  the  usefulness,  if  not  the  credit, 
of  the  banks  in  that  State.  A  measure  is  re- 
commended to  legislative  authority,  which  is  to 
be  referred  to  revolutionary  times,  and  sustain- 
ing the  State  banks  in  credit  is  alleged  for  justi- 
fying the  project.  The  pressure  is  no  fiction, 
when  such  a  proposition  is  made  to  the  legisla- 
ture of  a  great  State  in  the  Union;  neither  is  it 
fiction  when  an  adopted  bank  has  two  thousand 
dollars  of  means,  and  is  yet  six  thousand  dollars 
in  debt.  Here  is  then  authentic  information  of 
a  pressure  in  the  city  of  Albany;  and  the  whole 
State  of  New  York . 

Sir,  of  course  I  have  nothing  to  say  in  re- 
gard to  the  adoption   of  that    important  pro- 
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position  ;  I  will  refrain  from  interfering-  with 
any  thing  of  local  interest,  which  may  agi- 
tate any  of  the  State  Councils  ;  but  any  thing 
which  gives  security  to  or  otherwise  effects 
the  general  currency  of  the  country,  is  of  ge- 
neral interest  ;  it  touches  and  affects  every 
body  ;  and  I  for  one,  will  say,  that  it  fills 
me  with  deep  regret  for  the  present,  and  in  ■ 
spires  still  more  sad  forebodings  of  the  fu- 
ture, when  I  see  the  gTeat  State  of  N.  York 
attempt  to  adopt  a  measure  such  as  that  pro- 
posed in  the  message,  for  the  purpose  of  giv- 
ing aid  to  her  own  citizens  in  a  time  of  ge- 
neral pressure.  It  is  to  be  considered  a  cur- 
rency power,  which  no  talents  and  int  llect 
can  render  a  beneficial  action  in  Government, 
and  which  will  enable  this  Government  to  go 
on  in  the  proper  exercise  of  its  own  doctrines. 
Sir,  what  do  we  see  ? 

I  said,  the  other  day,  that  it  is  not  at  the  pe- 
riod of  extreme  alarm  and  excitement  that  we  are 
to  touch  the  action  and  powers  of  this  Govern- 
ment; and  I  believe  that  if  there  is  not  something 
done,  so  that  a  Government  power  may  regulate 
the  currency,  we  are  indeed  in  revolutionary 
times,  ihe  times  of  State  power,  the  times  of  dis- 
union, when  this  great  subject  will  break  one  of 
the  greatest  cords  of  our  political  union,  by  de- 
rogating from  one  General  Government.  Gentle- 
men argue  that  our  power  is  confined  to  coin; 
but  if  we  have  the  regulation  of  the  commerce  of 
this  coun'  ry,  so  long  as  money  is  used  to  aid  the 
commercial  system,  they  are  not  to  be  divided. 
Did  he  ever  see  commerce  and  money  in  opposite 
hands?  It  is  my  solemn  conviction,  that,  unless 
hy  the  timely  and  wise  action  of  the  Government 
resources  over  the  currency,  it  will  dissolve  ihe 
bonds  of  the  Union,  which  are  without  tenacity 
at  this  moment,  principally  because  a  strong  Ad 
ministration,  not  content  with  the  charter  of  the 
present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  wishing 
for  no  bank  which  we  deem  secure,  puts  the  pub- 
lic money  into  the  State  banks  all  over  the  coun- 
try. Have  we  not  heard  from  Tennessee,  Ohio, 
Louisiana,  Kentucky,  and  other  States ,  what 
new  institutions  are  in  contemplation,  and  that 
recently  there  has  been  a  proposition  for  making 
a  bank  of  ^10,000,000  capital?  What  does  all 
this  mean?  If  this  enormous  amount  of  bank 
capital  is  put  in  operation  to  direct  thepowersof 
the  country,  and  presuming  to  regulate  the  cur- 
rency, what  becomes  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States?  And  all  this  because  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  is  unconstitutional !  The 
government  of  a  State  has  pronounced  it  uncon- 
stitutional. One  cannot  but  regret  deeply  that, 
under  the  freest  Government  on  earth,  secured 
by  a  constitution,  periodically  elective,  of  half  a 
century's  continuance — one  cannot  but  regret 
that,  in  such  an  enlightened  age,  this  great  con 
stitutional  question  should  be  made  a  question  of 
party  politics.  I  would  not  say  that  this  is  pecu- 
liar to  the  State  of  New  York;  but  it  is  not  ex- 
empted from  bearing  a  share  of  the  remark.  She 
now  holds  the  bank  to  be  unconstitutional;  but 
for  the  bank  of  1791,  the  vote  of  New  York  in 
the  other  House  was  unanimous;  the  bank  was 
to  such  an  extent  the  work  of  her  own  hands. 


Sir,  I  pass  over  1811;  but  how  was  it  in  1816? 
But  I  see  the  gentleman  smiles,  and  I  will  not 
pass  over  1811,  but  I  will  say  it  was  a  matter  of 
mere  party  politics,  which  produced  the  settle- 
ment of  the  question  in  1811.  But  the  bank  bill 
of  1814-15,  was  especially  one  supported  by  the 
New  Yok  vote;  they  did  not  >o'e  against  it. 
And  as  to  the  present  bank,  how  was  it?  out  of 
27  members,  only  seven  were  not  in  favor  of  it; 
and  of  the  seven,  the  motives  of  five  were  con- 
sidered doubtful.  With  respect  to  what  I  know 
on  this  subject,  the  seven  who  voted  against  the 
bank  are  my  acquaintance;  that  on  the  constitu- 
tional question,  no  man  in  New  York  at  that 
time  considered  the  bank  unconstitutional ;  and 
now  when  the  country  is  so  much  involved,  and 
New  York  ahead  of  the  other  States,  she  holds 
the  bank  to  be  unconstitutional.  But  will  the 
gentleman  tell  me,that  the  bank  of  1791  was  not 
understood  to  be  the  work  of  her  own  hands? — 
The  gentleman  is  reserved  on  that  subject;  but  it 
is  my  solemn  belief  that  three-fourths  or  four  fifths 
of  the  independent  electors  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  are  cleir  in  the  conviction  of  the  copsti- 
tutionality  of  the  bank,as  it  respects  the  power 
of  Congress  in  war  or  peace;  and  if  nothing  were 
depending  on  her  representatives,  I  aver  my  be- 
lief, that  the  whole  people  of  New  York  believe 
in  the  constitutionality  of  a  bank;  and  that  a 
great  majorty,  if  they  were  free  from  party  influ- 
ence, as  fully  believe  in  its  general  utility  and 
expediency. 

Sir,  I  was  a  younger  man  then  than  I  am  now, 
when  a  declaration  made  here,  struck  me  with 
force,  on  one  of  the  occasions  of  a  political  meet- 
ing held  here  for  the  purpose  of  nominating  to  a 
high  office,  when  a  man  of  sagacity  and  experi- 
ence, one  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  then 
a  Senator  from  New  York,  said  it  was  a  most 
fearful  state  of  things,  and  dangerous  to  the  liber- 
ties of  the  country,  when  sentiments  respecting 
men  and  measures  were  to  be  manufactured  here 
by  a  great  central  power,  and  dispensed  over  the 
community,  and  then  come  back  as  the  united 
and  genuine  expression  of  public  opinion.  Sir, 
I  feel  the  truth  of  that  remark,  for  public  opinion 
itself  fails  to  be  worthy  of  reliance,  if  it  be  not 
formed  by  the  people  themselves,  but  it  is  to  be 
received,  and  though  the  spurious  productions  of 
a  designing  school,  though  public  opinion  ob- 
tains my  highest  estimation  in  all  proper  circum- 
stances. Sir,  if  that  fail  in  its  genuineness  and 
proper  effects,  it  is  the  last  hope  of  republics. 
If  public  sentiment  is  to  be  controlled  by  a  cen- 
tral power,  then  I  think  the  evil  day  is  before  us, 
and  not  far  off. 

Sir,  I  beseech  the  great  State  of  New  York,  I 
adjure  her,  to  be  as  great  in  her  principles  as  her 
power,  and  not  to  place  herself  in  an  anti-union 
relation,  but  to  join  her  counsels  with  those  of 
the  twenty-four  States,  and  cast  off  the  fear  and 
favor  of  party.  I  beseech  her,  while  this  discus- 
sion is  going  on  in  her  legislature,  whether  there 
is  any  right  in  Congress  to  exercise  a  power 
which  has  existed  forty  years,  not  to  press  her 
own  people  too  far.  I  have  no  right  to  advise 
the  great  State  of  New  York ;  but  I  would  com- 
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i  nunicate  a  word  of  counsel  to  the  good  people  of 
..  Albany,  whose  paper  I  have  in  my  hands. 

The  Senator,    from   Georgia   would  try  the 
I  juestion   at  the  great   test  of  the  polls;   and  I 
j  would  say  to  the  people  of  Albany,  prove  your 
I  Words  by  your  deeds;  bring  the  question  to  the 
j  polls;  the  case  is  one  wh;ch  at  present  must  be 
I  manned  by   yourselves;  the  remedy  lies,  and 
I  lies  only ,  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  they  must 
I  effect  their  own  salvation;  if  indeed  we  are  t< 
continue  to  have  a  Union,  and  are  to  secure  tr 
['Congress  the  power  to  regulate   trade,  as  the 
''Constitution  requires  all   this  is  their  business, 
and  it  is  for  every  man  to  carry  that  opinion  into 
effect.     Let   them  liy  aside  their  indifference 
to  public  affairs,  and  give  their  attention  to  this 
great  question;   let  thein  demand  the  authority 
of  law,  and  give  such  assistance  as  will  restore 
Hit-     They  tell  in  their  communication  of  a  vio- 
lation of  law  and  usurpation  of  power  over  the 
public  treasures;  this  they  proclaim,  and  let  ev- 
ery man  continue  to  place  it  before  himself  and 
the  whole  community;  let  the  resolve  be  writ 
I  ten  on   every  man's  forehead   that  this  is  the 
'question;  let  the  people  of  the  S'ate  be  rallied 
I  under  this  motto,  and  I  beseech  them  for  their 
country's  and   for  honor's  sake,    to  fotget  all 
minor  d'fferences,  and   to   induce   the  whole 
country,  in  this  ex'remity,  to  say  that  they  are 
and  will  continue  to  be,  in  favor  of  supporting 
the  Ihws. 

The  memorial  was  now  laid  on  the  table,  on 
Bmotion  nf  Mr.  Wright,  who  expressed  a  wish 
[to  reply,  and  to  present  a  counter  memorial 
Ifrom  Albany. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 
Mr«  Clay  concluded   his    remarks,  on    the 
subject  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

Mr.  MOORE  said,  he  did  not  rise  with  a 
JTiew  of  entering  upon  the  discussion  of  this 
[question,  but  for  the  purpose  of  preventing, 
|  during  these  times  of  high  excitement,  any  mis- 
representation of  the  views  which  influenced 
the  vote  which  he  was  about  to  record. 

The  first  question  presented  for  the  conside- 
ration of  the  Senate,  was  whether  the  reasons 
feusigned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for 
the  measure  adopted  in  the  removal  of  the  pub 
lie  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States 
were  satisfactory  ? 

It  was  his  honest  and  clear  conviction,  they 
were  not  satisfactory  ;  and  that  in  the  act,  and 
the  manner  effecting  the  removal,  was  involved 
an  assumption  of  power,  the  legitimate  exer- 
cise of  which,  properly  belonged  to  the  Legis 
lative  Department  of  the  Government. 

Yet  ad  nitting  the  act  to  have  been  originally 
improper,  the  propriety  of  their  restoration  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  under  all  the 
circumstances  which  surround  ns,  to  h's  mind, 
to  say  the  least,was  fairly  questionable,  and  par 
ticularly  if  we  view  the  proposition  for  a  re- 
charter  o  the  bank  at  present,  as  settled  in 
the  negative,  of  which  he  could  not  entertain  a 
doubt ;  than  the  repossession  by  th-  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  of  the  public  deposites  for 
the  short  time  it  had  to  exist,  could  not  be  view- 
ed as  a  matter  of  importance,  either  as  related 


to  the  prosperity  of  the  institution  itself,  or  the 
interest  of  the  community.  Whilst  their  with- 
drawal from  the  banks  which  have  their  custo- 
dy would  greatly  reduce  their  means  of  render- 
ing relief  to  the  wants  and  distress  of  the  peo- 
ple in  every  direction  calling  for  it. 

But  another,  and  a  more  powerful  considera* 
tion  operating  upon  his  mind,  was  the  supposed 
will  and  wishes  of  a  majority  of  those  whom  he 
had  the  honor \o  represent.  For,  although  he 
w«s  well  aware  a  very  respectable  minority, 
including  gentlemen  of  the  first  intelligence  and 
great  moral  worth,  were  undividedly  <  pposed  to 
the  removal  and  in  favor  of  their  restoration,  yet 
he  was  bound  to  believe, from  the  indications  of 
public  sentiment  which  he  had  received,  that  a 
majority  of  the  citizens  of  the  State  entertained 
different  views.  He,  therefore,  looking  to  the 
will  of  the  whole  State,  felt  it  his  duty  to  give 
the  vote  in  favor  of  the  tribute  due  to  public 
opinion. 

At  the  same  time  he  was  compelled  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  he  would  feel  more  sensibly 
the  responsibility  which  he  was  about  to  incur 
in  taking  the  course  he  was  about  to  pursue, 
povidedthe  final  result  in  this  delicate  ques- 
tion depended  in  any  manner  upon  the  vote  he 
was  about  to  give,  but  this,  it  was  well  under- 
stood, was  not  the  case. 

As  regarded  the  vecharter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  S  ates,  his  opinions  had  undergone  no 
change  since  this  subject  was  agitated  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  and  when  he  made  known  such 
views  as  he  entertained;  but  now  he  felt  him- 
self bound  to  oppose  the  measure,  either  in  the 
shape  in  which  it  had  been  brought  to  the  view 
of  the  Senate  by  the  hon.  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  Websteb,)  or  that  other  form 
which  had  been  suggested,  and  which  is  in  con- 
templation, by  the  hon.  Senator  from  South  Ca- 
rolina, (?»lr.  Calhoux,)  by  higher  considera- 
tions than  those  resulting  from  his  own  private 
views,  by  the  solemnly  expressed  opinion  ofthe 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  A  abama,  as 
declared  by  its  resolutions  adopted  by  both 
branches  of  the  Legisl  ;tuie  during  its  lute  ses- 
sion. 

Having  said  thus  much  as  related  to  the 
course  pursued  by  the  General  Assembly,  con- 
nected with  the  recharter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  he  felt  that  justice  to  the  Direc- 
tors ofthe  branch  of  that  bank  at  Mobile,  re- 
qui-edthathe  should  say  this  course  w**s  not 
induced  by  a  belief  tha'  any  unfriendly  or  im- 
proper deportment  on  the  part  ofthe  Directory 
of  that  institution  had  been  practiced  towards 
he  State  institutions— for  every  reason  existed 
to  induce  a  belief  that  a  very  different  feeling 
prevailed;  and  in  support  of  th>s  position,  he 
begged  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  while  he 
read  an  extract  from  the  report  of  a  joint 
committee,  appointed  to  examine  into  the  af- 
fairs and  condition  of  the  bank  of  the  State 
of  Alabama,  which  is  as  follows:  "For seve- 
ral years  past,  this  bank  has  been  transacting 
business  with  the  branch  of  the  United  States 
Bank  at  Mobile,  and  it  appears  that  the  con- 
duct of  said  bank  towards  the  State  institutions 
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was  such  as  to  draw  forth  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  your  committee  deem  proper  in  the 
same  spirit  which  originated  the  resolution,  to 
give  publicity  to  the  sentiments  therein  con- 
tained. Thf  y  are  as  follows  :  Resolved  by  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  bank  of  the  State 
of  Alabama,  That  as  an  act  of  justice  towards 
the  office  of  discount  and  deposite  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  at  Mobile,  and  in  order  to 
give  utterance  and  perpetuity  to  the  sentiments 
of  this  board  in  relation  to  that  institution,  it 
is  due  to  say,  that,  for  its  high  minded,  just  and 
liberal  policy  towards  this  bank,  it  is  entitled  to 
our  warmest  approbation,  and  the  wisdom  and 
prudence  by  which  it  has  been  guided,  has  had 
a  powerful  agency  in  elevating  the  character  of 
the  circulating  medium  of  the  State,  and  im- 
parting a  tone  of  health,  activity,  and  vigor  to 
the  commercial  and  moneyed  transactions 
through  all  the  ramifications  of  society."  To 
this  report  are  subscribed  the  names  of  the  fol- 
lowing gentleman  who  are  active  and  influen- 
tial members,  viz :  Messrs.  John  B.  Hogan,  F 
S.Lyon,  and  J.  W.  Lane,  of  the  Senate — and 
Messrs  James  Jackson,  W.  R.  Hall  tt,  and  J. 
J.  Ormond,  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

As  an  additional  evidence  in  support  of  this 
position,  he  would  advert  to  the  fact,  that  the 
Directory  of  the  branch  of  the  bank  of  the  State 
of  Alabama  at  Montgomery,  had  absolutely  re 
fused  to  accept  of  the  public  deposites  on  the 
application  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
for  that  purpose.  Upon  this  event  he  was  not 
disposed  to  make  any  comment,  the  occurrence 
speaks  fully  for  itself. 

In  conclusion .  he  would  say,  he  was  not  one 
•f  those  who  believed  in  the  truth  of  the  decla- 
ration, which  has  been  made  here  and  else- 
where, that  the  question  now  pending,  was 
whether  we  shall  have  the  republic  without  the 
bank,  or  he  bank  without  the  republic.  These 
declarations  were  made  by  gentlemen  under 
the  influence  of  prejudice,  and  who  greatly  un- 
dervalue the  true  principles  upon  which  our 
liberties  were  founded. 

Having  now,  as  he  hoped,  sufficiently  guard- 
ed himself  fr  m  the  danger  of  misrepresenta- 
tion, as  to  the  views  by  which  he  was  governed 
in  the  vote  which  he  was  about  to  give,  he 
would  trespass  upon  the  patience  of  the  Senate 
no  longer. 

Mr.  PORTER  made  some  remarks. 

Mr.  McKE  AN  rose  and  said  that  he  intended 
to  vote  against  both  of  the  resolutions  then  un- 
der consideration,  for  several  reasons,  but  es- 
pecially because  they  were  exclusively  censo- 
rious in  their  character,  and  were  calculated 
further  to  dU'ract  and  excite  the  angry  feelings 
wlvch  already  existed.  If  the  resolutions  were 
to  pass,  they  would  afford  no  remedy  for  the 
extreme  distress,  of  which  so  much  had  been 
heard;  nor  did  they  point  to  any  future  legisla- 
tion for  that  purpose.  His  votes  on  these  reso- 
lutions w.ire  not  to  be  taken  as  evidence  of 
what  his  course  would  be,  when  a  distinct  pro- 
position, granting  relief  to  a  suffering  commu- 
nity, should  be  presented. 


The  question  was  taken  upon  agreeing  to 
the  first  resolution,  in  the  following  words  : 

Resolved,  That  the  reasons  assigned  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  removal  of 
the  money  of  the  United  States,  deposited  in 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches, 
communicated  to  Congress  on  the  4th  day  of 
December,  1833,  are  unsatisfactory  and  insuf- 
ficient. 

And  the  question  upon  agreeing  to  this  reso- 
lution was  taken  as  follows  : 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Bibb,  l^lack,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Frehnghuysen,  Hen- 
dricks, Kent,  King,  of  Geo.,  Knight,  Leigh, 
Vlangum,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  South- 
ard, Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Wagga- 
man,  Webster. — 28. 

NAYS. --Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth, 
Grundy,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  Linn; 
McKean,  Moore,  Morris,  Robinson,  Shepley, 
Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright. 
—18. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CLAY,  then,  at  the  instance  of  some  of 
his  friends,  modified  his  resolution,  so  as  to 
read  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  President,  in  the  late  Ex- 
ecutive proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public  re- 
venue, has  assumed  upon  himself  authority  and 
power  not  conferred  by  the  Constitution  and 
Laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both. 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  agreeing 
to  this  resolution,  it  was  decided  as  follows  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Ewing,  Frehnghuysen,  Kent,  KnLht, 
Leigh,  Mangum,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Pr  ston,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith, 
Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler, 
Waggaman,  Webster. --26. 

NAYS — Messrs-  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth, 
Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Alab. 
King,  of  Georgia.  Linn,  McKean,  Moore,  Mor- 
ris, Robinson,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
White,  Wilkins,  Wright.— 20. 

So  this  resolution  also  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WAGGAMAN  moved,  that  when  the 
Senate  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  Mo  day  next. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NAUDAIN, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr.  J.  W.  BOULUIN,  the  member  elected 
from  Virginia  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  death  of  the  honorable  Thomas  T.  Bouldin, 
appeared  was  sworn  to  support  the  Constitution, 
and  took  his  seat.  * 

Mr  ADAMS  asked  leave  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House,  copies  of 
the  charters  of  £(11  the  banks,  selected  by  him  as 
depositories  of  the  public  moneys  in  place  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches,  to- 
gether with  the  views  of  the  president,  cashiers, 
directors  and  stockholders,  in  the  said  selected 
banks,  and  the  names  of  the  lawyers  and  solicit* 
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lors;   with  the  amount  of  stock  in  said  banks,   Ways  and  Means  was  discharged  from  the  fur- 


held  by  each  stockholder,  and  the  amount  of 
debt  due  by  each,  by  each  president,  cashier,  and 
director  of  each  of  the  banks  to  the  said  bank,  at 
the  time  when  it  was  selected  as  a  depository, 
and  this  time. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  McKINLEY,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  shall 
be  the  hour  to  which  this  House  shall  stand  ad- 
journed until  otherwise  ordered. 

Mr.  LYON,  of  Michigan,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Resolved,   That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  to  this  House,  a  copy  of  the 
map  and   report  furnished  the  department   by 
Lieutenant   Allen,    who    accompanied  H.   R 
Schoolcroft,  Esquire,  to,  and  beyond  the  sources 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  on  a  visit  to  the  North 
Western  Indians,  in  the  year  1832. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  PATTERSON, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  the  Wyandottee  Indian  Reservations 
in  the  Sta\e  of  Ohio,   and  removing  the  Wyan- 
dotte tribe  of  Indians,  West  of  the  Mississippi. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CHILTON, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions, be  instructed  to  inquire  inte  the  propriety 
of  placing  the  name    of  Samuel  M.  Asbury  on 
the  roll  of  invalid  pensioners. 

Mr.  REED  presented  a  petition  of  Samuel 
Tobey,  praying  that  his  name  may  be  inscribed 
on  the  roll  of  revolutionary  pensioners. 

Said  petition  was  refened  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVENPORT,  the  peti- 
tion of  John  W.  Godfrey,  presenter!  December 
9th,  1816,  was  again  presented  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH  presented  a  petition  of 
Jacob  Tees  and  William  Vauhook,  pravingto 
be  indemnified  for  losses  sustained  by  them  in 
the  fulfilment  of  a  contract  made  by  them  with 
the  Navy  Commissioners  of  the  United  State-, 
for  furnishing  a  fr> me  of  live  oak  timber  for  a 
fourty-four  nun  frigate,  to  be  delivered  at  the 
Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY,  from  the  Committee, 
of  Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
petition  of  William  Brayden;  which  was  read 
and  laid  on  the  aable. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  from  the  same  Com- 
mittee, reported  unfavorably  on  the  petitions  of 
Jane  Benedict,  widow  of  Thomas  B.  Benedict, 
and  Stephen  Allen  ,  which  repoit9  were  read 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GRENNELL,  from  the  Committee  of 
Chaims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Nourse  ;  which  was  twice  read  and  commit 
ted. 

Mr.  PARKER,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
tal Affairs,  reported  unfavorably  upon  the  pe- 
tition of  Col.  Anthony    Gale;  which  was  read 
and  laid  on  the  table. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  POLK,  the  Committee  of 


ther  consideration  of  the  petition  of  the  sugar 
refiners  of  Baltimore,  and  from  the  petition  of 
A  mold  Buffum  ;  and  the  said  petitions  were 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  reserve 
and  amend  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  insol- 
vent debtors  of  the  United  States,  passed  on 
the  2d  of  March,  1831,  and  an  act  in  addition 
thereto,  passed  on  the  14th  July,  1832  ;  which 
were  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  HARPER,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  of  Commerce,  reported  a  bill  tor  the 
relief  of  Joseph  F  dsom  and  others;  which  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  CHANEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Inva- 
lid Pensions,  reported  unfavorably  on  the  peti- 
tion of  William  A.  Williams — which  report  was 
read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  made  an  adverse  report 
in  the  case  of  the  heirs  of  Philip  Renault,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  directing  the  sales  of  cer- 
tain lands  in  the  Illinois,  claimed  by  the  heirs  of 
Philip  Renault — which  bill  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  on 
behalf  of  the  heirs  of  Philip  Renault— which 
eport  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MITCHELL,  of  Ohio, 

The  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
case  of  Isaac  Knox — which  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  of  New  York,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions,  reported  unfavora- 
bly in  the  petition  o'  John  H oily dayoke— which 
report  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

THE  PUBLIC   DEPOSITES. 

The  consideration  of  the  resolution  submitted 
by  Mr.  Mardis,  was  resuned,  and  Mr.  Chiltoh 
continued  his  remarks  until  one  o'clock. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  order  of  the 
day — w  hich  was  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  on  the  subject  of  the  removal 
of  the  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

•    The  question  was  on  the  amendment  offered 
by  Mr.  Wilde. 

Mr.  CHOATE,  of  Mass.,  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  amendment,  and  Mr.  Dickinson,  of  N.  J.,  in 
opposition  to  it. 

Mr.  HARDIN,  of  Ky.,  followed  until  the 

House  adjourned. 


Satchdat,  March  29,  1834. 
IN  SENATE, 
Mr.  TYLER  said,  he  had  been  desirous  for 
some  days  past  to  present  to  the  Senate,  a  me- 
morial signed  by  three  hundred  and  ninety  of 
the  citizens  of  Culpeper  County,  condemning 
the  late  Executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the 
public  moneys,  and  remonstrating  against  the 
dangerous  and  alarming  power  which  the  Presi- 
dent had  assumed  over  the  Treasury  o.  the  U.  S. 
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The  other  day,  when  the  Chair  presented 
certain  resolutions  adopted  by  the  people  of 
Shenandoah  County,  Mr.  T.  had  said,  that  that 
county  had  been  distinguished  for  its  whig1  prin- 
ciples. He  could  say  the  same  of  the  county 
of  Culpeper.  It  stood  second  to  none  in  the 
State  for  its  devotion  to  the  cause  of  human 
liberty  and  the  principles  of  free  government 
There  was  certainly  but  one  county  that  got  the 
start  of  it  in  i  he  revolution,  if,  indeed,  that  did, 
and  that  was  old  Hanover,  as  celebrated  for 
being  the  birth-place  of  that  great  orator  and 
patrio',  Patrick  Henry,  as  for  the  quick-step 
with  which  its  citizens  marched  to  rescue  from 
the  hands  that  had  seized  them,  the  public  pro- 
perty of  the  colony.  It  was  in  Culpeper,  he 
believed,  that  the  first  minute  company  of 
the  revolution  had  been  reared,  and  its  gallant 
sons,  at  the  first  tap  of  the  drum,  exchanged 
the  tranquillity  of  their  fire-sides,  for  the  tented 
field;from  that  day  to  this  it  had  been  noted  for  its 
whigism.  The  interesting  questions  which 
have  so  deeply  agitated  the  country,  have  been 
there  fully  considered  ;  conventions  of  the  peo- 
ple have  been  held,  and  the  fullest  discussions 
taken  place ;  and  Mr.  T.  now  presented  the 
memorial,  which  he  was  instructed  to  say,  em- 
bodied the  sentiments  of  a  majority  of  the 
voters  of  'he  county. 

Mr.  T.  moved  that  the  memorial  be  read, 
printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance.    [     The  memorial  was  th  n  read.] 

Mr.  LEIGH  said  he  had  nothing  to  adJ  to 
what  had  been  said  by  his  colleague,  on  the 
subject  of  this  memorial  from  Cu'peper,  in  par- 
ticular; but  the  memorial  had  suggested  some 
considerations  oi  a  m  re  general  nature  to  his 
mind,  which  he  begged  leave  to  state,  very 
briefly,  to  the  Senate. 

He  had  remarked,  fo-  some  time  past,  that, 
vrhenever  any  question  of  peculiar  interest  arose 
at  the  seat  of  Government,  especially  any  par- 
ty question,  in  which  the  conduct  of  the  Exe- 
cutive was  implicated,  there  had  been  an  un- 
usual agitation  in  the  country  lying  on  tlie  great 
mail  routes  through  Virginia,  and  among  the 
rest  on  the  Piedmont  route,  running  from  this 
city  to  Culpeper,  and  thence  southward,  along 
the  foot  of  the  mountain  to  Georgia;  an  agita- 
tion, which  he  had  been  at  a  loss  to  account  tor; 
but  what  he  was  going  to  mention  might,  per- 
haps, disclose  to  the  public  one  of  the  causes  to 
which  it  was  imputable.  There  have  been,  said 
Mr.  Leigh,  many  learned  commentaries,  written 
by  the  ablest  jurists,  on  the  constitution  of  the 
Federal  Government,  and  many  debates  in  Con 
gress  and  in  the  State  Legislatures  on  the  sub- 
ject, in  which  our  profoundest  statesmen  have 
exerted  their  utmost  ability;  but  there  has  been 
a  book  lately  published  here— this  Blue  Book 
that  1  hold  in  my  hand,  containing  a  Register  of 
the  names,  employments,  and  compensations, 
of  all  officers  and  agents  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States — this  Blue  Book  contains  more 
information  of  the  real  character,  of  the  practi- 
cal operation  of  the  money  action  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, than  all  that  has  ever  been  written  or 
•poken  besides.    I  confess  that  until  I  saw  it,  I 


never  had  a  conception  of  the  patronage  of  the 
Fxecutive,  and  particularly  of  that  of  the  Posl 
Office  Department.     The  list  of  persons  em 
ployed  in  this   Department  occupies  two  hun- 
dred and  s:xfy  seven  pages;  that  of  the  other  of-i 
fleers  and  agents  of  the  Government,  one  Aun-i 
dred  and  eighty  six,-  the  last  twmty  three  page* 
of  the  book  are  occupied  with  the   list  of  mail 
contractors.     The  contract  prices  of  each  and 
all  a"e  stated,  and  under  them  the  extra  allow- 
ances (^  here  there  are  any)  are  set  down,  and 
indicated  by  an  asterisk.    I  began   my  exami- 
nation of  this  list  of  mail  contractors  with  the 
State  of  Maine;   and  having  heard  a  good  deal 
of  conversation  since  I  came  here,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  these  extra  allowances,  I  was  agreea* 
bly  surprised  to  see  how  few  of  these  stars  there 
were  in  Maine,  and  in  the  other  New  England 
States,  and  how  small  was  the   amount  of  the* 
extra  allowances  in  that  part  of  the  Union.  The< 
number  of  them,  however,  begins  to  increase  inn 
New  York,  and  thence  gradually,  till  the  mail 
routes  cross th<-  Potomac.     Getting  to  Virginias 
I  found  such  a  number  of  asterisks  as  quite  as- 
tonished me — there  is  a  perfect  galaxy,  a  milky* 
way,  illuminating  the  mail  routes  through  that 
State.     In  a  single  page   (page  256.)  1  find, 
among  others,  the  following:   Alex.  Patterson  i 
S2,300  contract  price,  *$2,300  extra  allowance; 
Peck  &  Welford,  $5,221  contract  price,   *$6,- 
567  extra  allowance;  E.  Porter  &.  Co.  $24,436 
co  tract  price,   *$28,232  extra  allowance  ;  D. 
A.  &  O  Saltmarsh,  $8,000  contract  price,  *$4,- 
913  ex'ra  allowance,  William  Smith  (who  lives* 
in  the  county  rf  Culpeper,  from  which  this  me- 
morial comes,  and  if  reports  ;,ay   true,    takes  a 
busy  part  in  politics  there)  $10,897  68  contract  I 
price,   *$9 ,  550  extra   allowance  ;  and  J.  N.  C. 
Stockton,    $8,155  contract  price,  and  *$7,6l0  i 
extra  allowance 

These  extra  allowances,  in  that  single  page,  , 
(to  which  my  attention  was  attracted  by  the  light 
of  those  ominous   stars,)  amount  in  the  aggre- 
gate, to  $59,162,  while  the  aggregate  of  the  con- 
tract prices  is  but  $60,709.     But  what  is  most 
wonderful,    is,   that,  after  passing   the  Virginia 
line,  the  stars  begin  to  decrease  in  number  and 
magnitude,  though  they  still  far  exceed  those  in 
Northern  and  Eastern  States.  The  phenomenon 
is  curious,  and  I  am  wholly  unable  to  explain  it. 
'Now,  sir,  I  have  always  understood, (and  if  I  am 
wrong,  I  pray  gentlemen  better  informed,  to  put 
me  right,)  that,  by  law,  the  contracts  for  carrying 
the  mail  are  required  to  be  let  to  the  lowest  bid- 
der; and  that,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  ser- 
vice performed  on  the  most  moderate  terms,  pro- 
posals speciiying  the  service  required,   are  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers.  If  these  advertisements 
exhibit  fairly  the  service  to  be  performed,  I  can- 
not imagine,  how  the  extra  allowances  should  be 
so   numerous,  or  of  so  large   amount — and,  at 
any  rate,  considering  the  amount  of  the  extra  al- 
lowances made  at  the  discretion  of  the  depart- 
ment, it  appears  clearly,  that  the  contracts  are 
not,  in  truth,  let  to  the  lowest  bidder.     Is  it  pos- 
sible that  the  public  advertisements  specify  only 
part  of  the  services  which  the  department  intends 
to  require?--so  that  the  initiated  may  safely  un- 
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derbid  those  who  make  no  calculation  on  extra 
allowances  for  extra  services,  and  then  depend 
on  this  device  of  extra  allowances  for  a  full  com 
pensation  ?  If  this  be  the  case,  then  here  is  o 
stupendous  system  of  favoritism  established, 
which  must  work  corruption — and  if  not,  there 
must  be,  at  least,  the  most  extraordinary  degree 
of  caielessness  ever  heard  of.  I  find  no  pleasure 
in  noticing  this  state  of  things  any  where,  and 
yet  less  in  contemplating  the  peculiar  brilliancv 
of  the  starry  firmament  that  hangs  over  Virginia. 
It  bodes  us  no  good. 

The  memorialist-  of  Culpeper  regard  the  re- 
moval afthe  deposites  as  a  violation  of  the  Con 
stitution  and  the  laws — and  no  wonder  !  For, 
according  to  all  my  notions  of  law — those  old- 
fashioned  notions  of  law  which  have  hitherto 
always  prevailed  throughout  Virginia-  -the  16th 
section  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  is  a  law,  which  constitutes  that  bank  and 
its  branches,  where  branches  are  established,  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States;  and  at  all  events, 
it  is  a  law  which  requires  that  the  public  reve- 
nue, as  it  is  collected,  shall  be  deposited  there, 
unless  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  other- 
wise direct,  in  which  case  he  is  to  report  his  rea- 
sons to  Congress,  immediately,  if  in  session,  if 
not,  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session. 
He  is  required  to  report  his  reasons— not,  I  pre- 
sume, for  the  purpose  for  which  Jeremy  Diddler 
askea  his  acquaintances  it  they  had  such  a  thing 
as  a  sixpence  in  their  pocket ;  that  is,  merely  for 
information  of  the  fact — but  to  enable  Congress 
to  judge  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  reasons,  and  to 
approve  or  disapprove  ihe  act.  He  is  required 
to  report  his  reasons  to  Congress — meaning, 
surely,  lo  both  Houses  of  Congress.  If  both 
Houses  concur  in  opinion  that  the  Secretary's 
reasons  are  well  founded  and  sufficient,  and  ap- 
prove his  removal  of  the  deposites,  then  the  pro 
vision  of  the  charter  making  the  bank  and  its 
branches  the  depositories  of  the  public  treasure, 
is  no  longer  law;  but,  unless  both  Houses  con- 
cur in  approving  the  act,  the  provision  remains 
the  law  of  the  land. 

If  one  House  approve,  and  the  other  disap- 
prove, the  Secretary's  act,  still  the  law  remains 
unchanged.  The  President,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  one  House  of  Congress  alone,  cannot 
make,  suspend,  alter,  or  repeal  law.  Now, 
suppose  the  House  of  Representatives  shall 
finally  approve  Mr.  Secretary  Taney's  reasons 
for  the  President's  removal  of  the  deposites 
from  the  Bank,  we  shall  see  what  effect  the  re- 
solution of  the  Senate,  recently  adopted,  will 
have  on  the  conduct  of  the  Executive.  The 
case  will  then  be  precisely  the  same,  in  princi- 
ple, as  if  the  House  of  Representatives  had 
unanimously  disapproved  the  act,  and  the  Se- 
nrte  had  approved  it  by  a  bare  majority.  In 
that  case,  the  President,  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate  alone,  persisting  in  withholding 
the  deposiu  s  from  the  bank,  would  suspend  or 
repeal  a  law  of  the  land.  In  the  case  likely  to 
occur,  the  President,  with  the  concurrence  of 
the  other  House  alone,  will  suspend  or  repeal 


S'ates,  and  the  grand  Federal  feature  of  the 
Government,  upon  the  preservation  of  which 
lepends  the  very  being  of  the  State  sovereign- 
ies:  and  then  this  Federal  Constitution  will 
cease  to  exist! 

If  the  President  be  sincere  in  his  professions, 
(and  I  wdl  iv  t  doubt  it)  it  is  only  the  Bink  of 
ihe  United  States  that  he  wishes  and  is  aiming 
o  destro\ ;  but  he  is  lamentably  mist»k<  n  :  it  is 
not  the  bank,  it  is  liberty  herself,  on  which  his 
blows  have  fallen  and  are  falling,  and  will,  i,n- 
iesshe  shall  forbear,  or  the  people  shall  arrest 
his  hand,  smite  her  to  death.  [Here  Mr.  Leigh 
made  an  allusion  to  a  scene  in  one  of  Mrs.  Rad- 
cliffe's  novels,  in  which  a  father  was  saved  from 
•  he  guilt  of  murdering  his  own  daugh'er,  by 
discovering  a  miniature  picture  of  himself  on 
her  bosom,  which  he  had  bared  in  ■  rder  to 
plunge  his  poniard  in  her  heart.]  If  some  pro- 
vidential circumstance  should  open  the  Presi- 
dent's eyes  to  the  real  object  against  whch  his 
arm  is  uplifted,  and  he  should  then  (as  well  I 
hope  he  would)  forbear  the  fatal  blow  he  med- 
itates— in  the  joy  I  should  feel  at  the  escape 
and  safety  of  the  vicim,  I  should  nwwt  freely 
and  heartily  forgive  all  the  faults  he  has  ever 
committed. 

Whenever  we  complain   of  the  President's 
conduct,  of  the  public  faith  violated,  the  legis. 
lative  power  contemned  and  trampled   under 
foot,    and   the  fundamental  principles   of  the 
Constitution  subverted,  by  his  acts,  we  are  re- 
minded of  ihe  glory  of  the  victory  of  New  Or> 
hans,  and  of  the  laurels  that  adorn. the  hero's 
brow  ;  and,  as  if  these  alone  constituted  a  suf- 
ficient assurance  to  us  of  the  safety  of  our  insti- 
tutions, this  language  has  been  repeated  by  Se-t 
aatucs  on  this  floor,  in  grave  debate.     1  am  no 
going  to    tear   a  single  leaf  from   the    wreath 
which  his  military  service  achieved  for  him;  nor 
shall  I  now  inquire  how  much  of  it  will  proba- 
bly wither  a\vay,after  he  shall  retire  from  office 
and  power,  and  cease    to  be  the  dispenser  of 
rewards  and  honors.     To  me,  his  military  glo- 
ry gives  no  assurance  of  security.     It  has  often 
occurred  to  me  to  reflect  why  it  was   that  the 
happy  imagination  of  the  Greeks  selected  the 
laurel  as  the  emblem  of  fame  and  glory      Was 
it  because  the  laurel  is  a  poisonous  plant  ?  poi- 
sonous lo  those  who  bestow  the  crown,  and  to 
t'ne  hero  on  whom  it  is  bestowed.     Too  often 
has  the  laurel  crown  intoxicated  the  hero,  made 
him  mud,  and  dangerous,  furious  and  mischiev- 
ous, in  his  madness  ;  and,   too  often  have  the 
people   been   tempted,  by  the  bea-nv  of  the 
crown  they  have  bestowed,  to  trust  themselves 
within  the  grasp   of  his  power.     I  wish  there 
may  not  have  been  distillled  from  Gen.  Jack- 
son's laurels,  a  poison  fatal  alike  to  himself, 
and  to  the  Constitution,  the  liberty,  and  the 
happiness  of  his  country. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  in  reply  to  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  (Mr,  Leigh.)  He  did  not  know 
what  the  President,  or  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  might  think  it  necessary  to  do  in 
consequence  of  the  vote  given  by  the  Senate 


a  law.     He  will,  in  effect,  annihilate  the  pow- 1  yesterday  on  the  deposite  resolutions  ;  but  did 
ers  of  the  Senate,  the  representative  of  the  J  know  that  the  Senate  was  not  the  Congress; 
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and  that  it  w*9  to  Congress  only  <h^t  the  Secre- 
tary was  to  make  his  report   of  reasons  for  re 
moving  the  deposites  from  the   federal  banks. 
When   the  voice  of  Congress  was    heard,    it 
might  be  proper  for  the  President  and  Secreta- 
ry to  consider  what  ought  to  be  done  ;  bu    a 
voice  from  a  single  branch  of  Congress  woul'' 
never  be  taken,  he  presumed,  for  that  of  the 
whole   body ;  much  less  the  solit  try  voice  ot 
the  Senate  in  a  rase  relating  to  the  revenue  ;  a 
subject   placed  by  the  Constitution  under  the 
peculiar  guardianship  of  the  House  of  Repre 
•entatives  as  tl  e  immediate  representa  ives  of 
the  people.     T  e  Secretary  was  to  report  his 
reasons  to  Congre  s — at  once,  if  in  session — if 
not  in  session,  immediately  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the   next  session.     Now,  said  Mr.  li- 
the Senate   may  be  in  session,   and  Congress 
not.      The  President  may  convene  the  Senate 
without  the  House  of  Representatives.     The 
Senate  may  have  its  separate  session  ;  and  has 
had  m<ny.     He,  Mr.   B  ,  in  the  course  of  hi- 
service,  had  attended  three  such  sessions  him 
self;  and  yet  if  the  deposites  had  been  remov- 
ed during  one  of  these  senatorial  sessions,  no 
report  of  his  reasons  would  have  been  due  from 
the  Secretary  to  that  body.     If  the   President 
had  convened  the  Senate  last  fall,  a  mon'b,  or 
two  months  before  the  meeting  of  Congress, 
no  report  of  the  Secretary's  reasons  would  have 
been  due   to  them ;   because  they  would  not 
have  been  the  Congress ;  that  session  of  Con 
gress  would  not  have  commenced,  immediately 
after  which    the  reasons  should  be  reported 
Mr.  B.  said  Congress  could  have  but  one  voice; 
the  two  Houses  might  have  two  voices;  and,  il 
the  voice  of  tne  Senate  was  one  way,  and  that 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  the  other  way, 
which  was  to  govern?  especially  was  the  small- 
er body  to  govern  the  greater  ?  the  one  most 
remote  fr.m  the  people  to  govern  the  one  near- 
est to  the  people  ?  the  one  which   could  not 
originate  a  money  bill,  to  govern  the  one,  in  a 
question  of   revenue,   which  has  the  peculiar 
charge  of  the  revenue,  and  the  sole  power  ot 
originating  money  bills. 

Mr.  B.  did  not  know  what  the  President  and 
Secretary  might  think  they  ought  to  do  in  conse- 
quence of  yesterday's  vote;  he  knew  what  he 
thought  they  ought  to  do,  and  tint  was — nothing. 
So  far  from  having  the  voice  of  Congress,  there 
was  no  way  for  the  Executive,  or  for  the  other 
half  of  Congress,  to  know  what  the  Senate  had 
done.  Their  resolutions  were  single,  not  joint. 
There  was  no  way  to  communicate  them  to  the 
President,  or  to  the  House.  Joint  resolutions 
went  to  both;  single  ones  did  not;  and  these  re- 
solutions might  lie  on  the  Senate  journals  till 
doomsday,  and  neither  the  President  or  the 
House  of  Representatives  could  legally,  regular- 
ly, or  in  any  parliamentary  way,  know  of  their 
existence.  They  could  not  regularly  take  no- 
tice of  them.  These  resolutions  are  anomalie 
They  have  no  relation  to  the  House  or  the  Presi- 
dent; they  lead  to  no  action;  they  tend  to  disu- 
nite the  two  Houses,  and  to  segregate  their  opin 
ions.  A  joint  resolution  goes  from  one  to  an- 
other; it  receives  the  action  of  both,  it  unites  the 


sense  of  both;  but  this  single  resolution  says 
where  it  was  born;  it  leads  to  no  joint  action, 
but  to  separate  action — to  no  unanimity  of  opin* 
ion,  but  to  diversity  of  opinion — to  no  harmony, 
hut  to  discord  between  the  Houses.  For  what 
is  the  House  to  think,  of  a  pretension  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate  to  assume  to  itself  the  powers  of 
Congress? — to  assume  supreme  jurisdiction  over 
a  subject,  and  that  subject  an  affair  of  revenue, 
and  set  up  its  will  as  superseding  the  will  of  the 
House,  and  standing  for  the  voice  of  the  whole 
Congress?  In  every  point  of  view,  he,  Mr.  B., 
considered  the  Senate's  proceeding  as  an  anoma- 
ly; and  that  the  best  thing  that  could  happen  for 
the  Senate  would  be,  for  the  President  and  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  take  no  notice  of  it 
until  a  parliamentary  communication  of  the  pro- 
ceeding could  be  made  to  them  ;  and  as  that 
never  could  be  done,  so  they  would  remain  in 
i  gnorance  of  it  forever.  Certainly  neither  House 
can  know  what  the  other  does,  except  from  an 
authentic  communication  ;  certainly  the  Presi- 
dent cannot  know  what  is  done  in  either  House, 
except  upon  a  regular  communication,  under  the 
authority  of  the  House.  Newspaper  reports, 
verbal  intelligence,  the  statements  of  members, 
are  no  authority  for  coordinate  branches  of  the 
Government  to  act  upon;  and  in  parliamentary 
understanding,  neither  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives or  the  President,  knows  any  thing  of  the 
i  esolutions ,  which  were  adopted  here,  yester- 
day. 

Being  on  his  feet,  Mr.  B.  would  take  notice  of 
another  remark  which  fell  from  the  Senator  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Leigh.)  He  spoke  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  as  being  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States.  It  was  not  the  first  time  he 
had  so  spoken  of  that  bank,  but  this  was  the  first 
time  that  he,  (Mr.  B. )  had  found  it  convenient  to 
call  the  attention  of  that  Senator  to  an  argument 
against  his  assumption,  which  had  been  several 
times  used  without  drawing  an  answer  from  those 
who  held,  as  he  (Mr.  Leigh)  did,  that  the  Fede- 
ral Bank  was  the  Federal  Treasury.  Doubtless 
they  did  not  answer,  because  they  thought  the 
argument  too  insignificant  to  merit  an  answer. — 
There  were  some,  however,  who  thought  other- 
wise— who  thought  that  this  argument  annihila- 
ted their  whole  assumption;  and  that  the  only 
way  to  get  over  it,  was  to  go  round  it — the  only 
way  to  answer  it, was  to  seem  not  to  hear  it.  He 
(Mr.  B.)  wished  to  known  if  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  was  of  the  same  mind,  and  therefore 
would  state  this  argument  to  him.  It  was  foun- 
ded on  the  14th  fundamental  article  of  what  the 
charter  called  the  constitution  of  the  bank — the 
article  which  provided  for  the  establishment  of 
branches — and  was  in  these  words: 

"The  directors  of  said  corporation  shall  es- 
tablish a  competent  office  of  discount  and  de- 
posite  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  whenever 
any  law  of  the  United  States  shall  require  such 
an  establishment;  also  one  such  office  of  dis- 
count and  deposite  in  any  State  in  which  2,000 
shares  shall  have  been  subscribed,  or  may  be 
held,  whenever,  upon  application  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  such  State,  Congress  may,  by  law,  re- 
quire the  same:  Provided ,  The  directors  afore- 
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said  shall  not  be  bound  to  establish  such  office 
before  the  whole  of  the  capital  of  the  bank 
shall  have  been  paid  up.  And  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  directors  of  the  said  corporation  to 
establish  offices  of  discount  and  deposite  where- 
soever they  shall  think  fit,  within  the  United 
States  or  the  Territories  thereof,  to  such  per- 
sons; and  under  such  regulations,  as  they  shall 
deem  proper,  not  being  contrary  to  law,  or  the 
constitution  of  the  bank.  Or,  instead  of  es- 
tablishing such  offices,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
directors  of  the  said  corporation,  from  time  to 
time,  to  employ  any  other  bank  or  banks,  to  be 
first  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
at  any  place  or  places  that  they  may  deem  safe 
and  proper,  to  manage  and  transact  the  busi 
ness  proposed  as  aforesaid,  other  than  for  the 
purposes  of  discount,  to  be  managed  and  trans- 
acted by  such  officers,  under  such  agreements, 
and  subject  to  such  regulations,  as  they  shall 
deem  just  and  proper." 

Mr.  B.  went  on  to  remark  upon  this  article, 
that  it  placed  the  establishment  of  but  one 
branch  in  the  reach,  or  power  of  Congress,  and 
that  one  was  in  the  District  of  Columbia— 
in  a  district  ten  miles  square;  leaving  the  vast 
extent  of  twenty -four  States,  and  three  Terri 
torie«,  to  obtain  branches  for  themselves  upon 
contingencies  not  dependent  upon  the  will  or 
power  of  Congress,  or  requiring-  her  necessi 
ties,  or  even  her  convenience,  to  be  taken  into 
the  account.  A  law  of  Congress  could  obtain  a 
branch  in  this  District;  but  with  respect  to  eve- 
ry State,  the  establishment  of  the  branch  de- 
pended, first,  upon  the  mere  will  and  pleasure 
of  the  bank;  and  secondly,  upon  the  double 
contingency  of  a  subscription,  and  a  legislative 
act,  within  the  State.  If,  then,  the  mother 
bank  does  not  think  fit,  for  its  own  advantage, 
to  establish  a  branch;  or,  if  the  people  of  a 
State  do  not  acquire  2000  shares  of  the  stock 
of  the  bank,  and  the  Legislature,  therefore,  de- 
mand it,  no  branch  will  be  established  in  any 
State ,  or  any  Territory  of  the  Union.  Con 
gress  can  only  require  a  branch,  in  any  State, 
after  two  contingencies  have  happened  in  the 
State;  neither  of  them  having  the  sligh  est  re 
ference  to  the  necessities,  or  even  convenience, 
of  the  Federal  Government. 

Here,  then,  said  Mr.  B.  is  the  Treasury  estab 
lished  for  the  United  States!  A  Treasury  which 
is  to  have  an  existence  but  at  the  will  of  tine 
Bank,  or  the  will  of  the  State  Legi-lature,  and  a 
few  of  its  citizens,  enough  to  own  2000  shares 
of  stock  worth  $100  a  share!  A  Treasury 
which  Congress  has  no  hand  in  es  ablishing, 
and  cannot  preserve  after  it  is  established;  for 
the  mother  bank,  after  establishing  her  brandi- 
es, may  shut  them  up,  or  withdraw  them  Such 
a  thing  has  already  happened.  Branches  in  the 
West  have  been,  some  shut  up,  some  with- 
drawn, and,  in  these  cases,  the  Treasury  was 
broken  up,  according  to  the  new  fangled  con- 
ception of  a  National  Treasury.  No  !  said  Mr. 
B. ,  the  Federal  Bank  is  no  more  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  than  the  State  banks  are. 
One  is  just  as  much  the  Treasury  as  the  other; 
nd  made  so  by  this  very  14th  fundamental  arti- 


cle of  the  Constitution  of  the  bank.  Look  at 
it!  Look  at  the  alternative !  Where  branches 
are  not  established,  the  State  banks  are  to  be 
employed. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  to  select 
the  State  bank;  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
is  to  approve  the  selection;  and  if  he  does  so, 
the  State  bank  so  selected,  and  so  approved, 
becomes  the  keeper  of  the  public  moneys:  it 
becomes  the  depository  of  the  public  moneys; 
it  transfers  them;  it  pays  them  out;  it  does  every 
thing  except  make  discounts,  for  the  mother 
bank, and  issue  notes;  it  does  every  thing  which 
the  Federal  Government  wants  done;  and  that 
is  nothing  but  what  a  bank  of  deposite  can  do. 
The  Government  makes  no  choice  between 
State  banks  and  branch  banks.  They  are  all 
one  to  her.  They  stand  equal  in  her  eyes— 
they  stand  equal  in  the  charter  of  the  bank  it- 
self: and  the  horror  that  has  now  broken  out 
against  the  State  banks,  is  a  thing  of  recent 
conception — a  very  modern  impulsion;  which  is 
rebuked  and  condemned  by  the  very  authority 
to  which  it  traces  its  source.  Mr.  B.  said,  the 
State  banks  were  just  as  much  made  the  fe- 
deral treasury  by  the  bank  char  er,  as  the  U. 
States  Bank  itself  was;  and  that  was  suificient 
to  annihilate  the  argument  which  now  sits  up 
the  federal  bank  for  the  federal  treasury.  But 
the  fact  was  that  neither  was  made  the  Treasu- 
ry; and  it  would  be  absurd  to  entertain  such  an 
idea  for  an  instant;  for  the  federal  bank  may 
surrender  her  charter,  and  cease  to  exist;  it 
can  do  so  at  any  moment  it  pleases:  the  State 
banks  may  expire  upon  their  limitation;  they 
may  surrender;  they  may  be  dissolved  in  many 
ways,  a>  d  so  cease  to  exist,  and  then  there 
wou'.d  be  no  Treasury !  What  an  idea,  that  the 
existence  of  the  Treasury  of  this  great  republic 
is  to  depend ,  not  upon  itself,  but  upon  corpo- 
rations, which  may  cease  to  exist,  on  any  day, 
by  their  own  will,  or  their  own  crimes.  Mr.  B. 
hoped  that  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Leigh)  who  had  just  referred  to  the  federal 
bank ,  as  the  federal  treasury,  would  find  an 
aigumentin  the  14th  fundamental  article  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  bank,  sufficiently  large  to 
claim  his  attention,  and  to  receive  from  him  that 
answer  which  others  had  deemed  too  insignifi- 
cant to  merit. 

Mr.  LEIGH  rose,  and  pledged  himself  to  an- 
swer the  argumen  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
as  soon  as  the  course  of  the  debate  would  allow 
him  to  do  so,  without  interfering  with  the  rights 
of  others  who  were  now  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said,  he  could  not  see  any 
connexion  between  the  extra  allowance  made 
by  the  Post  Office  Department  and  the  memorial 
which  had  been  presented  to  the  Senate  by  the 
honorable  member  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ttleb.) 
But  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Leigh)  had  found  there 
was,  and  had,  the.efore,  thought  proper  to  in- 
troduce them.  Now,  for  his  (Mr  G's)  part  he  had 
never  been  in  the  habit  of  making  de  bene  esse 
speeches,  but  he  wished  to  obtain  all  the  evidence 
that  was  to  be  had  on  this  subject,  before  proceed- 
ing to  any  investigation  of  it.  He  had  called  for 
the  information,  having  a  desire  to  ascertain  why 
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these  extra  allowances  had  been  made,  and  to 
what  extent.  The  Postmaster  General  had  an- 
swered  the  call,  and  the  report  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  public  printer,  and  would,  he  had  been  in- 
formed, be  ready  for  the  examination  of  the  Se- 
nate in  a  few  days.  He  would  ask,  would  it 
not  be  better,  then,  to  wait  until  they  should 
have  the  means  of  ascertaining  for  what  pur- 
pose those  extra  allowances  had  been  made; 
what  services  were  rendered  for  them,  and  wheth- 
er or  not  the  public  had  been  materially  benefited 
by  them?  When  that  information  should  have 
been  laid  before  the  Senate,  he  cohH  assure  the 
honorable  Senator,  that,  if  he  saw  that  those  ex- 
tra  allowances  had  not  been  for  the  public  good, 
he  would  not  be  the  advocate  of  such  a  measure. 
He  would  condemn  it  as  much  as  any  other  indi- 
vidual. It  was  known  that  members  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  when  it  was  believed  that 
the  finances  of  the  Department  would  justify  the 
Postmaster  General  in  extending1  the  mail  facili- 
ities,  had  pressed  upon  him,  with  all  the  influ- 
ence of  the  region  of  country  from  which  they 
came,  to  grant  further  accommodations,  and 
they  were  accordingly  made. 

Now,  was  it  to  be  said,  that  the  Postmaster 
General  should  be  censured  for  complying  with 
their  request,  under  those  circsmstances?  All, 
perhaps,  might  join  in  saying  one  thing— that  he 
had  extended  his  accommodations  too  far,  be- 
cause the  funds  of  the  Department  were  not 
sufficient  to  cover  them.  It  might  have  been 
better  had  the  act  been  avoided;  but,  before 
Senators  undertook  to  censure  him,  they  ought 
first  to  ascertain  whether  he  had  any  improper 
object  in  view— whether,  in  making  those  extra 
allowances,  he  had  acted  with  partiality,  and  dis- 
pensed them  among  favorites.  He  (Mr.  G. )  im- 
agined  that  would  not  turn  out  to  be  the  case,  at 
least  he  hoped  not. 

In  regard  to  the  extra  allowances  on  the  South- 
ern route,  great  benefit  had  resulted  in  conse- 
quence; and,  if  it  should  be  found  that  the  allow- 
ance was  not  more  than  the  additional  services 
readered  were  worth.then  he  thought  n«  one  ought 
tO'Oomplain.  It  was  not  treating  the  Head  of 
the  Post  Office  Department  fairly,  to  take  up  the 
original  contract  for  5,000  dollars,  made  four 
years  ago,  when  it  was  believed  that  would  have 
been  sufficient  accommodation,  and  because 
three,  four,  or  five  thousand  dollars  additional 
had  been  given  for  extra  services  rendered,  he 
was  to  be  censured  !  Senators  ought  to  look 
at  the  terms  of  the  original  contract,  and  see 
what  the  services  rendered  were;  then  they 
should  inquire  whether  there  were  sufficient  rea- 
sons to  increase  the  mail  accommodations,  and, 
if  so,  they  ought  to  say,  whether  or  not  the  extra 
allowances  made  were  too  much  for  the  services 
rendered. 


When  the  report  should  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Senate,  he  would  be  willing  to  go  into 
an  examination  of  thcmattei  with  any  honorable 
Senator. 

Mr.  TYLER  said,  he  should  make  no  remark 


arrive,  all  that   he  wished  was  a  fair  field  and 
clear  sky,  and  he  doubted  not  that  the  decision 
would  be  in  favor  of  "the  right."     He  had  no 
fear  of  the  issue.    The  concerns  of  the  Post  Of- 1 
fice  was  under  discussion,  and  his  business  lay. 
with  the  Chairman  of  the  Cemmittee  on  the  Post 
Office.       The  Senator   from   Tennessee  (Mr. 
Grundy)  was  an  able  debater,  and  as  a  political 
archer,  most  commonly  manifested  great  skill; 
but  on  the  present  occasion  he  had  shot  his  ar- 
row at  the  wrong  target;    had  argued  upon  a 
point  which  his  colleague  had  not  intended  t*  | 
touch.    If  the  honorable  Senator  could  see  no 
connexion    between  the  memorial  which  he 
(Mr.  T.)  had  presented,  and  the  remarks  of  his 
colleague  in  relation  to  the  Post  Office  Depart* 
ment,  it  could  not  be  so  with  the  people  of  Cul- 
peper.     They  would  be  apt  to  discover  the 
connexion.     They  had  already  felt  it,  and  knew 
it  well.     He  had  not  risen  to  enter  into  any  ar« 
gument  with  the  Chairman  of  the  Post  Office 
Committee,  but  singly  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
pounding an   inquiry,  which  he  had  no  doubt 
the  country  was  as  anxious  to  have  answered  as 
he  was.    It  was  now  four  months  since  Congress 
convened.    The  country  had  had  before  it  an 
account,  through  the  newspapers,  of  proceed- 
ings of  a  most  extraordinary  character.     From 
the   Postmaster    General's  own    confession  it 
seemed  that  the  Department  was  so  much  out 
of  order  as  to  render  a  resort  to  loans  of  some 
magnitude,    necessary  to   sustain  it.     He  had 
looked  therefore  with  much  anxiety  for  a  report 
from  the  Post  Office  Committee,  but  nothing  of 
the   kind  had  yet  made  its  appearance.     He 
begged  to  ask  of  the  honorable  Chairman,  and 
other  members  of  the  Committee,  whether  any 
investigation  had  been  commenced  into  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Department,  and  w  hat  progress  had 
been  made  in  such  investigation?     Whether  any 
impediment  existed  in  the  way  of  a  full  and  sat- 
isfactory inquiry,  and  why  it  was  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Committee  had  not  been  more 
prompt? 

Mr.  LEIGH  asked  the  honorable 'Senator 
from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Grusdt)  if  he  had  disco- 
vered and  sould  explain  the  reasons  for  there 
being  so  many  starry  coruscations  hanging  over 
Virginia?  [Referring  to  the  asterisks  attached 
to  Contractors'  names.] 

Mr.  GRUNDY  replied,  that  Virginia  had  al- 
ways more  stars  than  any  other  State  in  the 
Union,  and  therefore  he  was  not  at  all  surprised 
that  any  Virginian  should  be  startled  at  it.  He 
would  tell  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  that  he 
was  not  very  well  prepared  to  debate  the  ques- 
tion at  present,  but  hoped  that  he  should  be  a 
few  days  hence  Now,  he  would  answer  the 
other  Senator  from  Virginia  ( Mr.  Ttler)  that 
he  did  not  question  the  right  of  any  gentleman 
to  inquire  how  far  every  member  of  the  com- 
mittee had  done  his  duty.  But  the  Senate 
might  be  assured  of  one  thing,  that  the  greatest 
diligence  would  be  exercised,  from  the  present 


upon  the  question  which  had  been  made  by  the  |  time  to  the  end  of  the  session,  in  rder  to  obtain 
Senator  from  Missouri.  The  Senator  had  thrown!  a  full,  fair,  and  impartial  exposition  of  the  state 
down  his  gauntlet,  and  it  had  been  taken  up  by  of  the  Post  Office  Department.  To  say  at  what 
his  colleague.    When  the  day  of  trial  should  I  stage  the  committee  had  now  arrived,  was  a  very 
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difficult  thing.  If  the  Senate  had  passed  the 
resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
(Mr.  Ewing)  and  he  hoed  it  would  be  adopt- 
ed today,  the  committee  might  have  progress- 
ed more  rapidly.  He  could  assure  he  gentle 
man  (and  he  believed  he  could  speak  for  the 
whole  committee)  that  they  would  proceed  un- 
til every  thing  was  known,  which  it  was  desira- 
ble to  know,  and  more  perhaps  than  the  hono- 
rable Senator  from  Virginia  would  wish. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said,  that  it  seemed  to  be 
the  general  opinion,  and  was  even  now  conceed- 
ed  by  the  hon.  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  (Mr.  Grundy) 
that  au  inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  ought  to  be  instituted.  Yet 
the  chairman  had  done  nothing  towards  effect- 
ing the  object  wluch  was  admitted  to  be  so  desi- 
rable, nor  had  any  one  attempted  it  until  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  two  days  ago,  offered  his  re 
solution  which  would,  he  supposed,  be  acted 
upon  to  day.  The  chairman  now  expresses  the 
opinion,  that  no  such  inquiry  can  be  made  in 
less  than  three  or  four  months  and  as  the  ses- 
sion will  probably  not  endure  for  that  length  of 
time,  he  was  bound  to  infer  that  in  the  opinion 
of  the  chairman,  the  motion  for  inquiry  would 
be  now  useless. 

Sir,  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  so  early  as  the  ses- 
sion of  1830-'31 — to  move  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  to  examine  the  affairs  of  this  de- 
partmeut,and  although  that  committee,  appoint- 
ed by  the  Chair,  was  composed  of  a  majority  of 
the  decided  frieads  of  the  administration,  whose 
measures  tended  to  prevent  a  full  examination, 
yet  enough  was  elicited  to  satisfy  me,  that  the 
department  was  bankrupt  at  the  end  of  the  se- 
cond year  from  the  time  its  present  head  com- 
menced his  administration  of  its  concerns,  and  1 
expressed  that  opinion  at  the  time.  You  may 
remember  sir,  how  severely  I  was  rebuked  by  a 
certain  class  of  newspapers  for  expressing  that 
opinion  at  that  period.  It  was  declared  to  be 
impossible;  for  it  was  known  and  said  that  when 
Mr.  McLean  left  the  department,  it  was  in  a 
most  flourishing  condition,  and  that  in  his  re- 
port for  November  1827,  being  his  last  before  he 
left  the  office,  he  had  stated  "that  the  sur- 
plus funds  exceed  370,000  dollars  that  the  means 
of  the  department  are  now  ample  to  meet 
the  reasonable  wants  of  the  county,  and 
THAT  A  VIGILANT  ADMINISTRATION 
OF  ITS  AFFMRS  FOR  A  FEW  YEARS  TO 
COME,  WILL  PLACE  AT  THE  DISPOSI- 
TION OF  THE  GOVERNMENT,  AN  AN- 
NUAL SURPLUS  OF  MORE  THAN  HALF 
A  MILLION  OF  DOLLARS!"  In  that  very 
year,  although  Mr.  McLean  augmented  the 
transportation  of  the  mail  more  than  465,000 
miles,  yet  the  surplus  of  revenue  for  the  same 
period  was  $100,312!  Now  sir,  what  has  hap- 
pened in  consequence  of  making  this  Po^t- 
■  ister  General  a  ca>inet  minister  and  subj  ct 
ing  the  control  of  his  department  to  the  will  of 
a  party?  Why,  the  former  incumbent,  unwill- 
ing to  be  answerable  for  the  consequences  of 
making  the  office  a  party  machine,  having  been 


yielding  an  annual  surplus  revenue  to  the  Trea- 
sury of  half  a  millions  or  any  other  sum,  has 
been  an  annual  charge  upon  it,  as  your  appro- 
priations for  its  "contingent  expenses"  show, 
of  about  eighty  thousand  dol!ars,and  yet  with  all 
this  aid  from  the  Treasury,  it  is  now  conceded 
to  be  insolvent  to  the  amount  of  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars! 

We  are  now  asked  why  is  this? — Sir,  this 
question  would  have  been  answered  in  18301- 
'31 — had  the  committee  appointed  to  ascertain 
it,  even  under  all  disadvantages,  been  permitted 
to  proceed  with  the  inquiry.  But  after  that 
investigation  had  commenced,  and  while  a  wit- 
ness was  under  examination  on  this  very  sub- 
ject, the  Senator  from  Tennessee  procured  a 
vote  of  the  Senate  confirming  the  powers  of 
the  committee,  and  under  the  pretence  th  <t  the 
inquiry  tended  to  disclose  impeachable  matter, 
so  restricting  the  whole  examination,  that  the 
further  prosecution  of  it  has  ever  since  been 
deemed  useless  by  those  who  were  most  anxious 
to  answer  this  question.  When  that  inquiry 
commenced,  there  were  as  now,  professions  of 
perfect  willingness  to  encounter  it;  but  as  soon 
as  the  oath  of  a  witness  showed  where  the  ex- 
posure would  be  made,  the  inquiry  was  imme- 
diately suppressed  as  I  have  stated  by  a  party 
vote.  This  very  question  was  put  in  wriiing  to 
the  Post-master  General  himself,  by  the  commit- 
tee, on  the  24th  of  Dec,  1830,  "wht  are  the 
improvements  or  other  causes  which  have  pro- 
duced the  increase  expenditure  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  more  than  was  expen- 
ded last  year?'  And  no  answer  was  ever  given  to 
it.  No.sir,  nor  until  the  very  close  of  that  ses- 
sion did  he  notice  the  inquiry,  when  he  return- 
ed for  answer  that  this  question  "could  not  be 
answered  this  session  for  want  of  /ime."  I  refer 
you  sir  to  '  lis  own  letter  of  the  first  of  March, 
1831. 

It  may  happen  again,  sir,  that  the  same  or  a 
similar  question,  will  not  be  answered  by  the 
same  officer  in  the  same  length  of  time. 

The  honorable  chairman  objects  to  the/emarks 
of  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Leigh,)  on 
the  subject  of  Post  Office  expenditures,  is  unwil- 
ling himself  to  make,  and  hopes  to  hear  no  others 
make,  what  he  is  pleased  to  term  "de  bene  esse" 
speeches  on  this  matter.  The  Senator  fiom  Vir- 
ginia finding  the  ,lblue  book"  on  his  desk,  look- 
ed very  naturally  to  every  thing  there  which 
concerns  Virginia,  and  found  the  columns  of 
"mail  contractors"  studded  with  asterisk-,  desig- 
nating enormous  extra  allowances  to  certain 
mail  contractors,  on  the  Virginia  routes.  Sir,  the 
Senator  has  hit,  at  the  first  blow,  the  principal 
cause  of  the  most  improper  expenditure  of  the 
funds  of  this  department;  and  if  the  chairman 
will  not  agree  to  make  speeches  on  the  data, 
•imilar  to  that  from  which  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia has  drawn  his  information,  he  is  like  to 
make  no  speeches,  de  bene  esse,  or  otherwise — no, 
sir,  none  of  any  kind  on  this  interesting  subject. 
The  part  of  the  blue  book  from  which  the  gen- 
tleman fom  Virginia  read  to  us,  was  supplied 
by  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  is  an  official 


removed  to  the  bench,  the  office  instead  of  document.    It  exhibits  the  fact  that  not  in  Vir- 


272 


REGISTER  OP  DEBATES. 


[23d  C.  1st  S. 


giaia  only,  but  throughout  the  Union,  enormous 
extra  allowances  have  been  given  to  mail  con- 
tractors, entirely  disproportioned  to  the  extra 
services  contracted  for,  and  in  direct  violation  of 
the  law  which  provides,  that  all  such  allowances 
shall  be  apportioned  pro  rata  to  the  original  al- 
lowance. If,  for  instance,  the  mail  by  the  origi- 
nal contract  be  carried  from  Washington  to  Bal 
timore  in  five  hours  for  $1800,  an  extra  service 
contracted  for  to  carry  it  through  in  a  half  hour 
sooner  should  be  paid  by  one  tenth  of  the  origi- 
nal allowance,  or  $180  and  not  $2000. 

The  extra  allowances,  appearing  on  the  Post- 
master General's  own  returns  to  this  Senate, 
cannot  be  explained  consistently  with  this  palpa- 
bly true  construction  of  the  law.  Sir,  it  is  my 
duty  also  to  state,  that  the  returns  from  the  de- 
partment on  this  subject,  have  not  heretofore  re- 
ceived credit  from  the  Senate,  and  to  add,  that 
the  committee  has  been  informed,  by  an  officer 
of  the  Treasury,  that  the  Comptrollers'  office 
now  exhibts  no  check  on  any  statement  which 
may  come  from  the  Post  Office.  By  law  it  has 
been  provided,  that  the  original  contracts,  as  well 
as  true  statements  of  these  extra  allowances, 
shall  be  sent  to  the  Treasury.  Not  choosing  to 
rely  alone  on  the  Post  Office  statements,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee,a  few  weeks  sh»ce,offered  a 
resolution,  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea 
sury  for  the  information  on  this  subject,  which 
his  office  contained.  A  day  or  two  ago,  a  clerk 
in  the  department  called  on  me  to  inform  me, 
that  three-fourths  of  all  these  papers  were  burnt 
in  the  late  conflagration  of  the  Treasury  buildings 
The  important,  the  only  check  which  the  law  had 
provided,  to  enable  Congress  to  detect  errors  in 
the  statements  of  the  department  itself,  on  this 
subject,  is  therefore  gone.  I  understand  also, 
sir,  that  the  papers  which  remain,  exhibit  no  re- 
turns of  extra  allowances;  so  that  the  duty  of 
transmitting  them  to  the  Treasury,  though  en- 
joined on  the  Post  Office  Department  by  law, 
has  not  been  complied  with.  The  chairman  will 
therefore  perceive,  that  on  this  subject  he  can 
furnish  my  honorable  friend  from  Virgina,  with 
no  better  or  other  information,  than  that  on  which 
he  has  rested  his  statement  of  these  abuses;  and 
whether  the  hon.  chairman  be  pleased  with  what 
he  terms  "de  benne  esse''  speeches  upon  it  or  not, 
he  will,  probably,  be  able  to  make  no  other  him- 
self. 

But  I  may  be  asked  why  implicit  confidence 
may  not  be  placed  in  the  statements  of  the  de- 
partment itself  on  this  point?  If  it  were,  the 
•' atements  as  they  are  actual  ly  made,would  con- 
demn it  for  a  violation  of  "the  law  regulating 
these  allowances.  But  I  answer  the  question  at 
once  by  saying  that,on  the  face  of  the  statement 
in  the  blue  book,  there  are  many  allowan- 
ces not  carried  out,  and  that  a  former  return  ©n 
the  subject  has  been  discredited  by  the  unan- 
imous vote  of  this  honorable  body.  Let  us  brief- 
ly recur  to  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  past.  At 
the  session  of  l829,and  '30  a  gentleman,  now  in 
my  eye,  then  a  Senator  on  this  floor,  from  Ohio 
(Mr,  Burnet,)  offered  a  resolution  which  was 
adopted ,  calling  on  the  department  for  a  full 
and  accurate  statement  of  the  extra  allowances 


to  mail  contractors,  and  by  whom  those  allow- 
ances were  made.  No  answer  was  returned  to 
his  call  until  February,  1831.  It  was  doubt- 
less found  to  be  a  troublesome  resolution.  At 
length  the  document  so  long  expected  was  pa- 
raded on  the  Secretary's  table,  and  was  refer- 
ed,  not  to  the  investigating  committee — no  sir, 
but  to  the  safe  keeping  of  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  standing  committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Rowels.  On  the  22d  of  tnat  month  it 
few  days  only  before  the  close  of  the  session, 
the  chairman  reported  it,  and  the  Senate  know- 
ing nothing  ofiis  contents,  on  his  motion  order- 
ed it  to  be  printed.  I  glanced  my  eye  over  it 
and  found  among  oth^r  things  there,  by  the  help 
of  a  friend,  that  the  statements  of  the  most  ex- 
travagant of  the  extra  allowances  had,  in  some 
thirty  or  forty  instances,tindergone  erasure;  ard 
although  the  operation  had  been  most  delicate- 
ly and  curiously  performed,  it  was,  on  inves- 
tigation, ascertained  that  the  name  of  the  person 
who  really  made  the  allowances  (William  T. 
Barry,  namely,)  had  been  scratched  out  and 
that  of  an  assistant  Post-nuster  General  under 
Mr.  McLane's  administration,  substituted  for  it. 
It  appeared  also  thit  the  report  entirely  evaded 
and  omitted  to  answer  this  call  expressly  made 
for  the  additional  services  of  contractors.  The 
man  mo-t  injured  by  the  mis-statement  of  this 
official  report ,  applied  to  the  Senate  for  re- 
dress,and  the  Senate  did,by  an  unanimous  vote. 
rescind  the  order  for  printing  the  document, 
on  the  ground  that  a  report  thus  discredited  in 
so  many  instances  was  credible  in  none.  Yet  we 
are  now,  by  the  burning  of  the  Treasury  build- 
mgSjdeprived  of  all  otijer  statements  than  those 
coming  from  the  same5  source  from  which  this 
document  proceeded. 

Sir,  I  can  no  otherwise  answer  the  question  of 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia*  why  the 
stars  shine  so  brilliantly  at  this  time  over  his 
honored  State,  than  by  telling  him  that,  in  my  : 
opinion,  at  this  juncture  her  vote  is  held  in  great 
demand,  and  that  he  w  ill  find  similar  constella- 
tions appearing  over  other  parts  of  the  Union,  al- 
ways periodically,  before  any  important  election 
in  the  favored  quarter.  Yes,  sir,  I  must  giv«  it 
as  my  most  conscientious  conviction,  when  the 
inquiry  is  thus  made  of  me,  however  unpleasant 
the  duty,  after  no  little  pains  taken  to  consider 
the  concerns  of  this  department,  Uiat  no  confi- 
dence whatever  is  to  be  reposed  in  its  political 
integrity.  Sir,  I  have  none — none  whatever.  It 
has  notoriously  removed  from  office  more  than 
a  thousand  officers  and  agents,  for  the  crime  of 
thinking  differently  on  one  subject,  from  those 
who  removed  them;  and  in  many  instances  it  has 
substituted  for  those  removed,persons  notoriously 
incompetent  for  the  performance  of  their  duties. 
It  has  sunk  the  public  revenue  which  Mr.  Mc- 
Lean left  in  its  keeping,  and  in  five  years  it  ac- 
knowledges its  bankruptcy,  assumes  a  responsi- 
bility never  conferred  upon  it  by  any  law,  and 
borrows,  without  asking  the  consent  of  Congress, 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars;  thus,  without 
any  warrant  of  law,  mortgaging  the  revenue  for 
all  time  to  come  to  defray  its  expenditures.  It 
was  bankrupt  before  the  last  presidential  eleo 
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tion,  yet,  for  political  effect,  it  was  then  proclaim- 
ed to  be  jn  a  most  flourishing  condition,  and,  by 
a  majority  of  the  people,  the  story  was  accredit- 
ed. The  last  report  shows  that  the  amount  of 
its  secret  service  money,  called  by  the  Postmaster 
General  "  the  incidental  expenses,"  of  the  Depart- 
ment for  the  year  commencing  on  the  30th  of 
June,  1832,  and  ending  on  the  30th  June,  1833, 
amounted  to  $87,70 1  6 1 — a  greater  amount  of  se 
cret  service  money  than  was  ever  before  expend- 
ed pending  any  presidential  election,  or  before 
or  after  it  in  the  same  length  of  time.  Of  the 
items  which  constitute  this  expenditure  for  secret 
service  money  no  return,  be  it  understood,  ig  re- 
quired of  the  Department,  and  the  amount  of  it, 
resting  not  on  legal  appropriations,  but  on  execu- 
tive discretion,  may  be  ANY  SUM  the  Postmas- 
ter General  may  choose  to  employ.  The  attempt 
now  made  to  account  in  part  for  the  fallen  con- 
dition of  its  funds,  by  proclaiming  an  incredible 
increase  of  mail  facilities,  will,  by  investigation, 
be  shown  to  be  another  failure. 

We  hear  much,  sir,  of  the  power  of  the  bank 
in  debate  here.  But  the  power  of  this  single  de- 
partment over  the  elections  of  the  coun'ry,  is 
greater  than  that  of  the  institution  so  much  abus  • 
ed  for  the  possession  of  power,  and  of  all  the 
other  departments  of  this  Government  combined. 
It  disburses  annually  more  than  two  millions  of 
dollars.  It  feels  no  responsibility  to  Congress, 
nor  to  any  human  power,  but  the  Executive,  the 
will  of  its  chief,  who  is,  like  all  his  subordinates, 
removable  at  the  will  of  the  President  only.  It 
is  a  vast  political  corporation,  trading  on  the  re- 
venue of  the  public,  without  any  control  but  the 
will  of  one  man.  Yes,  sir,  one  man  is  presi- 
dent, directors,  and  company.  His  agents  con- 
sisting of  more  than  ten  thousand  postmasters, 
and  an  almost  countless  host  of  mail  contractors, 
clerks,  and  other  functionaries,  either  secret  or 
public,  concerned  in  the  transportation  of  the 
mail,  watching  every  avenue  by  which  public  or 
private  intelligence  is  conveyed  among  thirteen 
millions  of  people,  has  been  estimated  as  a  well 
disciplined  executive  corps,  of  more  than  twenty 
thousand  men,  each,  be  it  repeated  and  remem- 
bered, liable  to  be  cashiered  or  dismissed  at  any 
moment,  at  the  will  of  one  man.  In  despite  of 
the  admonitions  of  Mr.  Jefferson  to  the  contrary, 
who  said  that  he  would  nat  suffer  any  printer  to 
be  in  any  way  concerned,  even  in  carrying  the 
mail,  it  has  connected  itself  by  an  intimate  asso- 
ciation with  the  public  press.  Jobs  for  certain 
public  advertisements  issued  by  it,  and  other 
contracts  for  printing,  the  value  of  which  a  prin- 
ter well  understands,  are  paid  for,  not  by  appro- 
priations from  the  Treasury,  but  out  of  the  secret 
service  fund,  at  the  discretion  of  one  man.  From 
the  same  fund  secret  agents,  employed  to  travel 
up  and  down  the  country,  incog,  are  paid  at  the 
discretion  of  one  man.  This  fund  is,  as  I  have 
stated,  liable  to  be  increased  to  any  amount,  at 
the  will  of  the  same  man.  In  his  lastjeport,  his 
estimate  for  it  this  year  is  $90,000.  The  num- 
ber of  agents  is  limited  by  no  law.  He  can  this 
day,  if  he  chose  to  do  so,  create  fifty  new  clerks, 
with  salaries  fixed  by  himself.  He  has  increased, 
and  he  may  again  increase,  the  amount  of  any 


man's  compensation  in  his  employment,  at  his 
sovereign   will  and  pleasure.     Every  mail  con- 
tractor rS  in  his  power,  if  he  incur  hia  displeasure 
and  have  missed  a  single  trip,  it   is  a  forfeiture 
which  may,or  may  not,be  taken  advantage  of,  as 
his  employer  pleases.     The  fear  of  punishment  is 
made  auxiliary  to  the  hope  of  reward,  and  the  only 
real  check  known  to  the  head  of  the  department 
is  to  be  found  in  the  amount  of  the  public  income. 
Kvery  other  department  must  ask  an  appropria- 
tion from   Congress   before   it  can  expend  six- 
pence, while  this  department  of  the  Post-office, 
attached  from  the   Treasury,  receiving  its  reve- 
nue from  a  direct  tax  on  the  intelligence  and  li- 
terature of  the  country,  expends  more  than  two 
millions  annually,  without  asking  the  consent  of 
Congress  to  the  expenditure  of  any  part  of  it,  and 
without  rendering  or  publishing  any  other  state- 
ment of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  than  is  to 
be  found  in  its  annual  report,  of  three  or  four  pa- 
ges, never  condescending  to  give  any  particulars, 
but  dealing  altogether  in  sweeping  generalities, 
embracing  hundreds  of  thousands,  of  dollars  in  an 
item.     If  the  idea  of  the  gentleman  who  has  this 
day  told  us  that  the  treasury  is  not  in  the  vaults 
of  the  bank,but  wherever  the  public  money  may 
be,  is  sound,  it  will  be  difficult  to  reconcile  this 
immense  expenditure  without  appropriation  with 
that  provision  in  the  Constitution,  that  no  money 
shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  but  in  conse- 
quence  of  appropriations  made  by  law.     Still 
more  difficult  will  it  be  to  reconcile  the  practice 
of  this  Department  with  that  other  provision,  that 
a  regular  statement  and  account  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  all  public  money,  shall  be 
*  ublished  from  time  to  time.   Sir,  I  have  thought, 
and  now  believe,  that  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, as  well  as  the  expediency  of  the  measure, 
requires  of  us  the  adoption  of  a  plain  remedy  for 
the  evils  to  which  I  have  pointed  your  attention. 
This  Department  should  be  as  every  other  is,  by 
law,  subjected   to  the   control  of  Congress;  its 
funds,  when  received,   like  all  other  public  mo- 
ney, should  be  deposited,  in  the  first  instance,  in 
the  Treasury,  and  remain  there  until  withdrawn 
by  appropriations  made  by  law.  Congress  would 
then  be  furnished  with  annual  estimates  of  the 
accruing    expenditure,  and    complete  publicity 
would  then  be  given  to  all  the  accounts  of  the  of- 
fice.    Until  this   be  done,  this  Department,  un- 
governed  by  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
will  look  above  all  legal  restraints,  and  continue 
to  use  power  with  reference  to  party  objects. 

I  think,  sir,  the  hon.  Chairman  is  entitled  to 
credit  for  his  proposition  on  the  files  of  this 
session,  to  compel  the  department  to  publish 
annually  the  items  of  its  expenditure.  Pub- 
licity once  fairly  given  to  the  mode  of  dis- 
bursing this  portion  of  the  public  money  will 
go  far,  very  far,  sir,  towards  restraining  the 
profligate  exercise  of  power.  It  is  one  of 
the  remedies  which  I  suggested  three  years 
ago,  for  the  then  existing  waste  of  the  pub- 
lic money.  It  is  the  only  control  provided 
in  England  against  the  abuse  of  power  on  the 
part  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  it  is  deem- 
ed all-sufficient  there. 
But  such  ic  the  power  of  this  department, 
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so  far  does  it  exceed  that  of  any  banking1 
corporation  whatever  that  it  can  never  be 
subjected  to  a  proper  responsibility,  until  it 
shall  be  annually  brought  under  the  supervi- 
sion and  restraint  of  Congressional  action.  In 
the  year  1826,  an  hon.  member  from  Missou- 
ri, now  in  my  eye,  (Mr.  Benton,)  made  a 
report  on  executive  patronage,  in  which  he 
very  eloquently  described  the  immense  pow- 
er of  this  department,  designating  it  as  one 
of  the  two  "great  moving  causes  of  human 
action"  in  this  country. 

I  am  sorry  that  his  report  should  not  be 
more  frequently  remembered  and  read  at  this 
period.  In  my  humble  opinion,  this  depart- 
ment, irresponsible  as  it  is,  wielding  without 
check,  an  increasing  annual  revenue  of  be 
tween  two  and  three  millions,  anl  riding  over 
all  the  restraints  of  law,  is  capable  of  mak- 
ing any  man  President  of  the  United  States, 
whose  chances  are  not  generally  considered 
to  be  absolutely  desperate  before  the  contest 
begins.  With  chances  in  his  favor,  approach 
ing  to  probability  of  success,  the  influence 
of  such  an  engine  would  ordinarily  secure  his 
election  in  despite  of  opposition.  Applied  as 
it  may  easily  be,  and  often  has  been,  to  the 
defeat  of  candidates  for  office  in  the  several 
States,  us  influence  will  continue  to  be  as  it 
has  been,  felt  by  every  man  before  the  people, 
at  an  election  opposed  by  the  federal  execu- 
tive. Bearing  thousands  of  free  newspapers 
into  every  section  of  the  country, and  receiving, 
as  it  now  does  regul  >r  periodical  returns  of  al' 
papets  taken  at  every  Post  Office  in  the  United 
States,  wi  h  the  names  of  all  the  subscribers  to 
newspapers  in  every  part  of  the  country.  Thus 
I  -ay,  maintaining  a-  it  effectually  has,  a  com- 
plete system  of  espionage  over  the  political 
reading  of  every    man    in   the   whole    nation, 


of  the  principles  laid  down  by  the  Senator  from 
Delaware  (Mr.  Clayton)  met  with  his  hearty 
assent.  He  had  laid  down  for  himself  this  rule, 
with  regard  to  the  Post  Office  Department;  to 
leave  as  little  to  its  discretion  as  circumstances 
would  justify;  to  leave  no  more  to  its  discretion 
than  would  enable  it  to  carry  on  its  operations 
beneficially  to  the  country.  That  was  his  rule. 
Whenever  the  Senator  from  Delaware  should 
bring  forward  a  proposition,  calculated  to  pro- 
duce that  desirable  result,  it  should  have  his 
hearty  concurrence.  He  did  not  wish  the  Sen- 
ator to  be  discourage  1  with  regard  to  the  burn- 
ing of  the  Post  Office  papers,  at  the  conflagra- 
tion of  the  Treasury  Department.  He  did  not 
wish  the  public  t'>  believe,  that,  because  those 
papers  were  destroyed,  the  Senate  could  not 
obtain  full  light  and  information  with  regard  to 
all  the  affars  of  the  department.  What  pa- 
pers, he  asked,  had  been  destroyed?  Why  the 
original  contracts.  Now,  suppose  every  eon- 
tract  entered  into  by  the  department,  from  its 
establishment  to  the  present  day,  had  been  de- 
stroyed, where  would  have  been  the  evil  resul- 
ting from  it? 

There  were  ample  means  in  the  department 
itself  of  obtaining  every  information  with  regard 
to  these  contracts;  whenever  made,  they  were 
recorded  on  the  books  of  the  department,  and 
they  were  there  easily  to  be  referred  to.  Could 
gentlemen  entertain  any  fears  on  such  a  matter 
a9  this?  Why,  if  we  cannot  obtain  the  original 
contracts,  said  Mr.  G.  we  can  readily  obtain  ex- 
tracts which  will  answer  Hie  same  purpose. 
From  extracts  we  can  ascertain  the  regular 
contract  prices  for  carrying  the  mails,  and  the 
exira  allowances  paid;  therefore  the  public 
ought  not  to  be  made  to  believe  that  prices  had 
been  paid,  and  extra  allowances  granted,  that 
th^  Senate  had  no  means  of  ascertaining.     We 


watching  as  it  may  priva'e  correspondence,  and  shall  no',  it  is  true,  said  Mr.  G  ,htve  as  full  in- 
formation in  one  particular,  as  if  we  were  in 
possession  of  the  original  contracts;  for,  bv  com- 
paring these  with  the  record,  we  could  see 
whether  the  clerks  had  made  any  mistakes  in 
transcribing  This  was  all  the  advantage  ihat 
could  be  obtained  from  the  original  papers.  He 
could  not,  with  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  go 
back  for  three  or  four  years,  and  quote  the  ar- 
guments of  gentlemen  on  that  floor;  but  he  had 
a  distinct  remembrance  of  some  things,  and 
could  remind  the  Senate  of  the  time  when  his 
friend  from  Kentucky,  and  others,  contended 
that  the  Post  Office  Department  was  rich,  and 
therefore  wanted  newspapers  to  be  transported 
in  the  mails  free  of  postage,  bre iking  down 
the  post  coaches,  eating  up  the  revenues  of  the 
Department,  and  reducing  it  to  the  embarrass- 
ed situation  that  gentlemen  now  say  it  is  in.  On 
the  one  hand,  it  was  said  that  the  department 
was  rich;  and  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  conten- 
ded that  it  was  bankrupt.  But,  had  the  bill  to 
transport  newspapers  and  pamphlets,  free  of 
p  stage,  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress,  then 
the  prediction  of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware, 
as  to  the  bankruptcy  of  the  department,  would 
have  been  verified. 
But  this  case  of  Mr.  Abraham  Bradley  bad 


closing  by  pretended  mistakes,  as  it  may ,  th 
channels  of  communication  at  its  pleasure;  it  is 
justly  considered  one  of  the  most  dangerous 
powers  ever  suffered  to  exist  in  a  representa- 
tive Government.  It  is  indeed  an  anomaly  in 
the  history  of  free  governments.  Sir,  there  is 
nothing  resembling  it  in  the  annals  of  any  other 
which  has  deserved  the  name. 

I  give  my  opinion  to  the  hon,  Chairman,  that 
his  proposition  to  check  this  power  is  inade- 
quate, and  I  trust  that  he  will  yet  aid  us  with 
his  influence  in  this,  and  the  other  House,  to 
place  all  this  port  on  of  the  public  money  un- 
der the  care  of  Congress,  an. I  to  organ'ze  the 
department  into  separate  bureaus,  each  subject 
to  its  own  head,  responsible  and  accountable 
for  all  that  may  be  done  in  his  division.  As  to 
the  pretence  now  Set  up,  that  the  insolvency  of 
the  whole  concern  is  to  be  attributed  to  its  un- 
usual increase  of  mail  facilities  ;  Sir,  it  is  the 
old  excuse,  the  fallacy  of  which  was  easily 
proved  ihree  years  ago,  and  will  be  as  easily 
proved  again. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  regretted  exceedingly  to  take 
up  any  more  of  the  time  of  the  Senate  at  that 
moment;  but  when  necessity  compelled  a  man 
to  act,  he  needed  no  excuse  for  so  doing.  Some 
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been  revived  again  ;  and  what  was  it?  Why 
two  young  men,  clerks  in  the  department, 
charged  Mr.  Bradley  as  having  made  extra  al- 
lowances to  some  mail  contractors;  which  extr  ■ 
allowances  were,  in  fact,  made  by  Mr.  Barry,  af- 
ter he  came  into  office;  and  that  was  all.  The 
mistake  was  unintentionally  made,  and  was  soot 
rectified.  But,  with  regard  to  the  printing  of 
the  voluminous  report,  there  were  1300  or  1400 
bonds,  and  he  thought  then,  as  he  thought 
now,  that  it  would  be  a  useless  and  unnecessary 
expense  to  print  them,  and  lie  therefore  oppo- 
sed it.  There  was  one  opinion  expressed  by 
the  Senator  from  Delaware,  in  which  he  hearti- 
ly concurred.  It  was  this  :  there  was  more 
power  in  the  Post  Office  Department  than  in 
any  department  of  the  Governmenl.  He  refer- 
red to  the  Departments  of  State,  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, of  War,  and  of  the  Navy,  as  compared  to 
tile  Post  Office  Department.  The  Post  Office 
had  more  power  than  the  other  departments, 
because  it  had  more  persons  in  its  employment; 
but,  notwithstanding  all  this,  he  did  not  believe 
that  its  power  extended  to  the  making  of  a  Pre- 
sident. Again:  he  heard  of  the  vast  number  of 
clerks  employed  in  the  department.  Now, 
several  years  ago,  he  had  held  up  a  list  of  these 
clerks  by  this  same  Mr.  Bradley,  who  gave  them 
their  political  characters.  A  majority  of  them 
were  against,  instead  of  being  in  favor  of,  the 
administration.  He  did  not  pretend  to  know 
the  political  characters  of  all  the  Deputy  Post- 
masters; but  from  his  position,  as  Chairman  of 
the  Post  Office  Committee,  he  ought  to  know 
some  of  them.  Who  was  the  Po-tmister  at  Al- 
bany, the  metropolis  of  the  great  State  of  New- 
York?  He  certainly  was  not  a  friend  of  the 
Executive.  Was  the  Postmaster  at  the  city  of 
New  York  friendly  to  the  administration'  He 
believed  not.  And  who  was  the  Postmaster  at 
Richmo  id?  Why  he  was  a  gentleman  that,  to 
his  knowledge,  was  every  way  fitted  to  fill  the 
duties  of  his  office,  though  he  was  not  a  friend 
of  the  admin:stration  ;  and  perhaps  if  you  exa 
mine  into  the  list  of  the  Deputy  Postmaster-, 
said  Mr.  G.,  you  will  find  that  two-thirds  of 
them,  instead  of  being  friends  of  the  adminis- 
tration, will  turn  round  the  other  way.  He, 
therefore,  did  not  go  for  the  political  characters 
of  the  Postmasters;  he  did  not  think  it  a  matter 
of  consequence  what  were  their  political  opin- 
ions, provided  they  fulfilled  their  duties;  he 
turned  to  Mr.  Bradley,  and,  from  his  account, 
was  satisfied  that  a  majority  were  opposed  to 
the  administration. 

He  (Mr  G.)  had  a  few  remarks  more,  as  un- 
pleasant for  him  to  make,  situated  as  he  was 
as  for  the  Senate  to  hear.  It  had  been  ?aid, 
the  Postmaster  General  could  make  additional 
clerks  at  his  pleasure.  Well,  that  was  true, 
very  true.  In  consequence  of  the  frequent 
calls  made  on  the  department  by  Congress,  it 
was  necessary  fo  it  to  have  addit ional  assis 
tan-re,  to  enable  it  to  respond  to  those  calls. — 
Now,  said  Mr.  G.,  if  you  make  these  calls  on 
the  Postmaster  General,  you  ought  to  make 
appropriations  for  additional  clerks,  to  furnish 
the  information  you  call  for,  or  else  raise  »o 


objection  to  his  employing  them  himself;  for 
when  these  calls  were  made,  he  was  brought  to 
the  alternative,  either  of  neglecting  them,  or  of 
employing  additional  clerks.  He  (Mr.  G.)  was 
for  evUceratingthis  department, and  exposing  the 
whole  interior  of  it  to  the  American  people;  but 
in  order  to  do  so,  additional  clerks  must  be  em- 
ployed, either  by  an  appropriation  of  Congress, 
or  by  the  exercise  of  the  discretionary  power 
of  the  Postmaster  General.  But  the  Senator  from 
Delaware  had  spoken  of  contingent  expenses 
and  incidental  expenses  of  he  Post  Office  De- 
partment, of  which  the  Senate  had  no  know- 
ledge. 

Now,  as  far  as  he,  Mr.  G.  had  any  knowledge 
on  the  subject,  he  was  willing  to  give  it.  The 
Post-master  General,  then,  had  given  no  infor- 
mation with  regard  to  these  incitental  expen- 
ses; and  why?  Because  there  was  no  law  re- 
quiring him  to  do  so,  and  no  Postmaster  before 
him  had  ever  given  ny  such  information.  He 
did  not  like  to  speak  of  the  bill  he  had  intro- 
duced into  the  Senate;  but  if  gentlemen  should 
think  proper  to  pass  it,  the  Postmaster  General 
would  then  be  required  to  give  an  account  at 
the  commencement  of  every  session  of  all  the 
expenses  of  his  office,  incidental  or  otherwise. 
He  had  no  doubt  but  that  the  Senator  from 
Delaware  would  approve  of  this  bill,  he  believ- 
ed it  would  operate  beneficially,  though  per- 
haps it  was  not  the  best  that  could  be  framed. 
With  regard  to  these  incidental  expenses,  he 
thought,  in  speaking  of  them,  they  ought  to 
distinguish  between  an  improper  omission  of 
the  Postmaster  General  to  communicate  them 
to  Congress,  and  the  absence  of  any  law  or 
usage  requiring  him  to  do  so.  We  ought  not 
(Mr.  G.  said)  to  find  fault  with  the  Postmaster 
General  for  not  sending  in  an  account  of  the  in- 
cidental expenses  of  his  office,  when  no  Post- 
master General  ever  did  give  such  accounts. 

Mr.  G.  concluded  by  saying  he  had  gone 
farther  into  the  debate  than  he  intended  when 
he  rose;  he  had  wished  to  refrain  inj  conse- 
quence of  the  position  in  which  he  stood  as 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  and  he  would  not 
have  risen  at  all,  had  he  not  felt  himself  called 
on.  He  hoped  the  Senator  fir  m  Delaware 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  all  the 
information  he  desired. 

Mr,  EWING  said,  that  the  observations  of 
the  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  called  for  some 
reply  on  his  part.  It  is  now  three  or  four  weeks 
(said  Mr.  E.)  since  we  called  on  the  Treasury- 
Department  for  infermation  respecting  mail 
cont  acts  and  extra  all  -wances,  which,  by  law, 
are  to  »e  deposited  there  within  a  short  time 
after  they  shall  have  been  made.  It  was  not 
until  last  evening  that  any  information  was 
given  us  on  that  subject,  and  we  were  then  ine 
formed  that  the  papers  relating  to  that  subject 
had  been  nearly  all  consumed,  and,  among 
those  that  remained,  no  extra  allowances  appear- 
ed to  have  been  reported.  The  clerk  who 
gave  the  nformation,  for  it  was  merely  verbal, 
stated,  also,  that  those  allowances  appear  only  in 
pencil  marks  in  the  books  or  on  the  copies  ot 
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the  contracts  in  the  Post  Office  department. — 
This,  sir,  is  truly  a  most  startling  fact.  These 
extra  allowances  appear  on  the  Blue  Book  to 
the  amount  of  nearly  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars  ;  have  been  made  by  that  Department 
which  is  rendered  insolvent  by  the  waste  and  ex- 
travagance of  those  who  control  it,  and  they 
have  avoided  the  only  check  which  the  law  im- 
poses upon  them,  by  neglecting  to  report  to  the 
Treasury  Department ;  and  the  whole  matter 
stands  in  pencil  marks  only  on  them,  in  a  situa- 
tion to  be  altered  or  obliterated,  as  may  best  suit 
the  views  of  those  who  have  access  to  them. 

But  the  honorable  Chairman  tells  us,  that, 
notwithstanding  this  deficiency  in  the  papers  in 
the  Treasury  Department,  we  can  still  get  all 
the  information  we  desire  from  the  General 
Post  Office,  and  that  we  should  refrain  from 
injurious  remark  until  that  information  is  re- 
reived-  Sir,  the  prospect  held  out  to  us  by  the 
honorable  Chairman,  is  a  very  dull  one.  He 
had  just  informed  the  Senate  that  the  infor- 
mation called  from  the  Post  Office  already  will 
occupy  twenty  clerks  for  four  months.  How 
long  will  it  take  them  when  this  also  is  added  ? 
There  seems  to  be  but  little  hope  of  hearing 
from  them  within  the  present  session. 

Mr.  GRUNDY.  We  will  go  ourselves  and 
examine  them. 

Mr.  EWING.  It  the  papers  are  so  volum- 
inous, and  such  the  confusion  of  the  depart- 
ment, that  twenty  cleiks  cannot  answer  our 
call  in  four  months,  what  hope  is  there  that  we, 
with  all  the  skill  of  the  honorable  Chairman  to 
aid  us,  can  in  the  few  hours  that  we  can  smtch 
from  our  legislative  duties,  and  the  necessary 
attention  to  those  claims  which  our  constituents 
have  upon  us,  perfect  the  investigation,  expose 
the  existing  abuses,  or  remove  those  prejudices 
which  exist  against  the  conduct  of  the  depart- 
ment ? 

The  honorable  Chairman  says  he  is  disposed  to 
throw  open  wide  the  doors  of  investigation — per- 
haps a  little  too  wide  to  lead  to  to  a  speedy  re- 
sult. When  I  offered  the  resolution  for  infor- 
tion  from  the  Treasury  Department,  I  wished  <he 
examination  to  extend  back  to  the  time  that  the 
present  incumbent  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
Post  Office  Department.  The  honorable  Chair- 
man moved  to  amend  by  extending  the  inquiry 
back  four  years  further,  for  no  other  purpose,  I 
presume,  but  merely  to  forward  the  investigation. 
The  consequence  has  been  that  we  have  got  no 
information  at  all,  and  are  likely  to  get  none. 
•^Should  he  in  the  same  manner  continue,  when 
we  get  into  the  department,  to  open  wider  and 
wider  the  doors  for  investigation,  the  consequence 
may  be  that  he  may  wholly  baffle  and  defeat  that 
inquiry  which  he  most  anxiously  desires  to  facili- 
tate. I  do  not  think  the  honorable  Chairman's 
explanation  is  entirely  correct  as  to  the  erased 
and  altered  paper  which  made  its  appearance  in 
response  to  the  call  made  by  my  respected  pre 
decessor  in  the  Senate.  It  was  not  a  mistake  of 
two  young  men,  inserting  wrong  names  on  the 
paper.  I  was  present  at  the  time,  "a  looker  on 
in  Venice,"  and  recollect  it  well.  The  young 
men  had  made  the  entries  right,  but  some  one 


who  superintended  the  department,  directed  the 
true  name  to  be  erased,  and  another  name  in- 
serted, the  effect  of  which  was  to  cast  an  imputa- 
tion ol  penury  on  a  gentleman  who  had  testified 
to  some  fact  relating  to  the  department.  When 
the  fraud  was  detected,  the  order  to  print  the  do- 
cument was  rescinded  by  a  unanimous  vote  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.CLAYTON  confirmed  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Ewing,  and  said  that  the  hon.  Chairman  of  the 
committee  certainly  did  not  recollect  rightly.  It 
was  true  that  the  reason  that  the  Senator  referred 
to  first,  was  because  it  considered  the  paper  as 
false.  The  hon.  Senator  from  Tennessee  was 
laboring  under  a  mistake  as  to  the  reasons  which 
had  governed  his  own  vote  upon  that  occasion,  as 
he  (Mr.  C.)  could  prove  to  him  from  the  journal. 
After  the  abstract  of  the  extra  allowances  was 
sent  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,  instead  of  the  Investigating  Committee, 
the  hon.  Senator  moved,  as  appeared  by  the 
journal,  to  print  the  abstracts.  Yes,  sir,  he  mo- 
ved for  the  printing  of  these  very  papers.  The 
hon.  Senator  forgot  himself  when  he  asserted 
that  he  had  moved  to  rescind  the  order  a  week 
alter,  because  the  abstract  contained  1300  sheets, 
and  would  be  an  expensive  job.  He  knew  how 
many  sheets  were  to  be  printed,  as  well  on  the 
22d  February,  when  he  moved  to  print  them,  as 
he  did  when  he  v  oted  to  rescind  the  order  to  print, 
for  the  papers  as  appeared  by  the  record,  had 
been  committed  to  his  custody  several  weeks 
before  any  order  was  made  to  print.  Mr.  C.  for- 
bore at  this  late  hour  to  continue  the  debate.  He 
had  engaged  in  it  only  at  the  call  of  others. 

The  memorial  was  then  referred  &c. 

Mr.  KENT,  of  Maryland,  addressed  the  Se- 
nate as  follows: 

Mr.  President:  I  received  a  few  days  since, 
from  the  Governor  of  Maryland,  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  which  I 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  to  the  Senate. 
It  enjoins  on  my  colleague  and  myself  the  duty 
to  "use  our  best  exertions  to  obtain  from  Con- 
gress such  a  liberal  appropriation  of  the  public 
funds,  in  aid  of  the  further  construction  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  as  shall  ensure  its 
completon;"  and  I  take  great  pleasure  in  pre- 
senting this  resolution  to  the  Senate,  because 
the  Legislature  of  Maryland  have  not  approach- 
ed Congress  before  they  had  done  something 
themselves  to  the  purpose.  They  have  not  pray- 
ed to  Hercules  without  first  putting  their  shoul- 
der to  the  wheel.  They  have  made  a  further  sub- 
scription to  that  great  and  important  work,  and 
they  rely  on  Congress  to  enable  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  who  is  a  joint  stockholder 
with  Virginia  and  Maryland,  to  do  so  likewise, 
and  I  look  forward  with  confidence,  that,  when 
the  proper  period  arrives,  the  Senate  will  not 
disappoint  them. 

The  resolution  was  received  and  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill 
granting  pensions  to  certain  persons  therein 
mentioned,  reported  the  same  with  amendments; 
which  were  lead. 
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Mr.  TOML1NSON  presented  some  docu- 
ments in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  the  har- 
bor of  Bridgeport,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  EWING, 
calling  for  information  relative  to  the  Post  office 
Department;  and 

The  resolution  calling  on  the  President  for  in- 
formation relative  to  the  lands  acquired  at  the 
treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek,  were  severally 
considered  and  adopted . 

Mr.  SOUTHARD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  which  had  been  referred  the 
bills  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  Horatio  N. 
Crabbe,  John  G.  Reynolds,  and  the  bill  making 
certain  allowances  to  the  captains  and  subalterns 
of  the  Marine  Corps,  reported  the  same  severally 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  which  the  memorials  on  the  several  subjects 
had  been  referred,  reported  bills  for  the  relief  of 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  privateer  General 
Armstrong;  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal 
representatives  of  Henry  Eckford,  deceased;  for 
the  relief  of  James  Noble;  and  for  the  relief  of 
Laommi  Baldwin;  all  of  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  ordered  to  be  printed: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on 
the  part  of  tha  Senate,  jointly  with  such  commit- 
tee as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  to  consider  and  report  to  the 
Senate,  and  to  the  House,  respectively,  what  al- 
terations, if  any,  are  necessary  to  be  made — 

1st.  In  the  value  of  the  gold  coined  at  the  Mint 
of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  check  the  exporta- 
tion of  that  coin,  and  to  restore  it  to  circulation 
in  the  United  States. 

2d.  In  the  law  relative  to  foreign  coins,  so  as 
to  restore  the  gold  and  silver  coin  of  foreign  na- 
tions to  their  former  circulation  within  the  United 
States. 

3d.  In  the  joint  resolution  of  1816,  (for  the  bet- 
ter collection  of  the  revenue)  so  as  to  exclude  all 
bank  notes  under  twenty  dollars  from  revenue 
payments  after  a  given  period,  and  to  make  the 
revenue  system  of  the  United  States  instrumen- 
tal in  the  gradual  suppression  of  the  small  note 
circulation,  and  the  introduction  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver for  the  common  currency  of  the  country. 

Mr.  WILKINS,  from  the  Committee  on  Fo- 
reign Relations,  reported  a  bill  extending  the 
time  for  settling  the  claims  of  American  citizens, 
under  the  late  treaty  with  Naples;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading 

Mr.  PRESTON  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  city  authorities  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  S. 
C,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  naval  hos- 
pital; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  LINN  presented  the  petition  of  George 
S.  Bollinger;  and 

Mr  HENDRICKS  presented  the  petition  of 
the  officers  of  the  army  stationed  at  Fort  Dear 
born,  remonstrating  against  the  passage  of  a  bill 


pension  fund,  to  be  deducted  from  their  pay; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Executive  buii- 
ness;  and,  when  the  doors  were  opened, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  house  assembled  at  the  usual  hour. 

By  consent,  the  following  resolution  offered 
onFriday  by  Mr.  Adams,  of  Mass.,  was  taken 
up. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House,  copies  of 
the  charters  of  all  the  banks  selected  by  him  as 
depositories  of  the  public  moneys,  in  place  of 
the  Bank  of  the  U.  S.,  and  its  branches,  togeth 
er  with  the  names  of  the  Presidents,  Cashiers, 
Directors,  and  Stockholders  in  the  said  selected 
banks,  and  the  names  of  the  Lawyers  and  Soli- 
citors, with  the  amount  of  stock  in  said  banks, 
held  by  each  stockholder,  and  "the  amount  of 
debt  due  by  each  President,  Cashier,  and  Direc- 
tor of  each  of  the  banks  to  the  said  bank,  at  the 
time  when  it  was  selected  as  a  depository,  and 
at  this  time." 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  modified  his  resolution  by 
adding  the  following  clause: 

"  And  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  House,  a  statement 
of  all  the  sums  denominated  in  the  Treasury 
accounts  unavailable  funds;  specifically  desig- 
nating the  several  banks,  or  individuals  indebt- 
ed to  the  Treasury  therefor;  the  time  when 
each  debt  first  became  due;  the  time  when  fail- 
ure of  payment  thereof  first  occurred;  the  se- 
curity, if  any,  which  the  public  have  for  pay- 
ment thereof  at  any  time,  and  the  prospect  of 
such  eventual  payment." 

Upon  this  question  a  long  discussion  arose 
upon  an  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Harper,  of 
Penn.,  to  strike  out  the  clause  requiring  a  state- 
ment of  the  debts  due  by  each  president,  cash- 
er,  and  director  of  each  of  the  banks  to  the 
said  bank. 

Mr.  HARPER  subsequently  withdrew  his 
motion  to  amend;  and 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  rose  to  address  the  House, 
but  the  debate  was  arrested  by  the  expiration  of 
the  hour. 

An  unsuccessful  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Potter  to  take  up  the  general  appropriation 
bill. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  order  of  the 
day  and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  pri- 
vate business. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  considered 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time : 

A.  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edmund  Brooke; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  William  Rogers,  deceased; 

A  bill  to  authorize  letters  patent  to  be  issued 
to  Francis  H.  Ogden. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 


the  bill  for  the  relief  in  part  of  the  crew  of  the 
before  Congress  for  the  creation  of  a°provident  brig  Sarah  George;   and  an  amendment  there- 
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to,  reported  from  the  <  ommittee  of  the   V\  hole 
Hous'e,  being"  read,  was  rejected,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  tim  . 
The  House  adjourned. 

Mondat,  March  31,  1834. 

SENATE. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 

Mr.  MANGUM  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Wilkes  county,  N.C.  in  favor  of  restoring 
th.i  deposites,  expressing  no  opinion  in  regard 
to  the  constitutionality  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States ;  but  representing  the  act  of  removal  as 
the  cause  of  much  injury  to  trade.and  of  grievous 
distress,  and  as  an  unauthorized  assumption  of 
power  on  the  part  of  the  President,  which  freemen 
could  not  behold  without  alarm;  and  that  a  ma- 
jority of  the  memorialists  were  the  friends  and 
supporters  of  Gen.  Jackson  up  to  the  time  of  that 
act. 

Mr.  M.  also  presented  the  proceedings  and 
resoutions  of  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Knox- 
villeand  vicinity,  denouncing  the  act  of  the  Pre- 
sident in  removing  the  deposites,  as  an  arbitrary 
violation  of  the  contract  between  the  United 
States  and  the  bank,  which  impaired  the  consti- 
tutional barriers  of  our  civil  institutions,  and 
praying  that  the  deposites  might  be  restored. 

He  also  presented  the  memorial,  of  a  similar 
tenor,  ef  upwards  of  500  citizens  of  Porter  coun- 
ty, N.  C,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State. 

Mr.  M.  said,  the  resolutions,  (which  were  not 
read,)  expressed  in  the  strongest  terms,the  views 
of  the  memorialists  in  regard  to  the  measures  of 
the  Executive. 

These  documents,  presented  by  Mr.  Mangcm, 
were  read,  with  the  above  exception,  and  all  of 
them  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  KING,of  Ala.,said,it  had  become  his  duty 
to  present  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  the  city  of 
Mobile,  Ala  ,  which  was  couched  in  the  most  re- 
spectful terms,  and,  as  he  believed,  represented 
truly  the  impressions  made  on  the  minds  of  the 
memorialists.  It  was  signed  by  nearly  300  per- 
sons, with  a  majority  of  whom  Mr.  K.  was  ac- 
quainted, and  he  could  say,  that  they  were  gen- 
tlemen of  high  standing,  and  the  most  respec- 
table in  that  community;  and  they  stated  that 
they  were  without  distinction  of  party,  and  not 
carried  away  by  party  considerations.  For  the 
last  five  or  six  years  Mobile  had  been  advancing 
with  unexampled  rapidity  in  its  general  wealth 
and  commercial  character,  which  was  the  case 
with  the  whole  State  of  Alabama;  but  for  the 
last  four  or  five  months,  there  had  been  a  check 
on  the  progress  of  their  prosperity.  The  memo- 
rialists complained  that  exchange  had  undergone 
a  depreciation,  which  they  attributed  in  some  de- 
gree to  the  removal  of  the  deposites;  and  they 
stated  that  in  consequence  there  was  a  pressure 
on  the  money  market;  that  the  price  of  cotton 
had  been  considerably  reduced,  so  that  the  loss 
onihis  article,  at  Mobile,  amounted  to  1,000,000 
dollars. 

They  also  stated,  and  as  Mr-  K.  thought  tru- 
ly, that  they  had  no  interest  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Statesj  they  owned  no  share,  and.did  not 


ask  that  it  might  be  rechartered:  but  they  asked 
that  measures  might  be  taken  by  Congress,  to 
relieve  the  community,  especially  the  commer- 
cial portion  of  it. 

Mr.  K.  moved  that  the  memorial  be  read, 
printed  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Finance; 
and  it  was  so  ordered. 
THE  UNION  BANK  OFJV1ARYLAND. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  resolution  offer- 
ed by  him  a  few  days  ago,  calling  on  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  f  r  information  in  regard 
to  the  Union  Bank  of  Maryland,  as  to  its  rela- 
tions vvtfi  the  Treasury  Department,  was  taken 
up,  considered  and  modified  Dy  the  mover,  so 
as  to  extend  the  inquiry  as  to  the  aid  which  may 
have  been  afforded  by  the  Treasury,  to  the 
Bank  of  Maryland,  and  for  what  purpose;  and 
as  to  the  amount  of  s'ock  which  has  been  and 
is  held  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the 
Union  Bank. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  report  to  the  Senate,  what  a- 
mount  of  public  money  is  now  on  deposite  in 
the  Union  Bank  of  Maryland,  wh^n  and  on 
what  account  it  was  deposited,  and  also  wheth- 
er any  Treasury  diafts,  contingent,  cr  other, 
have  been,  during  the  month  of  March,  1834, 
furnished  to  the  said  bank,  or  at  any  time  here- 
tofore to  the  Bank  of  Maryland,  for  any  and 
what  purpose;  and  thaf  he  likewise  report  what 
amount  of  stock  in  the  capital  of  ihe  said  Union 
Bank,  was  held  by  R.  B.  Taney,  Esq.  when 
the  said  bank  was  selected,  as  one  of  the  banks 
to  receive  our  deposites,  the  public  money,  and 
what  amount  of  the  said  stock  he  now  holds. 
The  resolution  was  then  adopted.| 

THE  ALBANY  MEMORIAL. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  memorial 
from  2,800  citizens ^f  Albany,  presented  on  Fri- 
day last,  by  Mr.  Webster,  was  now  taken  up. 
Mr,  WRIGHT  addressed  the  Senate  at  con- 
siderable length  on  subjects  connected  with  the 
memorials,  and  chiefly  in  reply  to  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  Webster  on  Friday. 

Mr.  President :  If  any  apology  be  necessary 
for  troubling  the  Senate  with  a  few  observations 
on  the  presentation  of  this  memorial,  I  find  it  as 
well  in  the  intimate  relation  which  exists  between 
the  city  from  which  it  comes  and  my  own  State, 
as  in  the  question  of  the  Delegation,  that  I 
should  render  my  aid  in  placing  their  views,  and 
the  views  of  those  who  sent  them,  fairly  before 
the  Senate. 

Sir,  the  city  of  Albany  stands  at  the  outlet  of 
one  of  the  three  great  channels  of  inland  naviga- 
tion, which  bears  the  rich  products  of  the  west, 
and  commits  them  to  the  tides  of  the  ocean. 
I  he  first  and  greatest  of  these  outlets  is  that 
which  nature  has  given  us,  the  Mississippi  and 
its  tributaries  :  the  city  of  New  Orleans  is  the 
mart  to  which  this  brings  us — the  emporium  of 
our  southern  commerce.  That  part  of  the  State 
of  Ohio  which  borders  on  the  river  and  its  navi- 
gable branches,  and  all  the  extensive  and  fertile 
valley  of  the  Miamas,  send  their  products  there. 
How  that  city  has  been  affected  by  the  experi- 
ment, the  Senators  from  that  State  have  alrear 
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dy  told  you.  One  thing,  perhaps,  it  is  due  that 
I  should  say  concerning  it;  it  is  that,  in  their 
enumeration  of  the  losses  of  the  west  by  this 
blow  upon  credit  and  commerce,  they  underrated 
greatly  the  quantity  of  our  staples,  flour  and 
pork,  on  which  the  depression  of  prices  must 
operate.  The  amount  exported  from  the  city  of 
Cincinnati  alone,  does,  I  have  no  doubt,  eq  ial, 
if  not  exceed,  what  is  assigned  by  them  to  the 
whole  upper  country.  It  is  that  city,  and  in 
that  portion  of  the  State,  that  must  share  in  the 
commercial  misfortunes  of  New  Orleans  ;  and 
the  embarrassments  arising  from  the  shock  on 
credit  in  that  city,  must  be  carried  there  with  a 
strong  and  quick  vibration. 

Another  outlet  for  our  western  produce — not 
extensively  used,  but  by  no  means  unimportant, 
is  through  Lake  Erie  and  the  Welland  Canal, 
to  Montreal  and  Canada.  How  this  market  is 
affected  by  the  present  state  of  things  here,  I 
know  not — sensibly  I  have  no  doubt;  for, 
though  it  is  in  another  kingdom,  it  is  closely 
connected  in  commerce  with  the  city  of  New 
York.  Branches  of  the  same  houses  are  'esta- 
blished at  both  cities,  and  a  pressu.-e  in  the  one 
must,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  affect  the 
other.  Besides,  sir,  the  capital  of  Montreal  is 
limited,  far  too  limited,  to  receive  the  whole  com- 
merce of  the  west;  and,  if  higher  prices  are  hop 
ed  for  them,  the  market  will  be  suddenly  glutted 
and  from  this  circumstance  alone  their  prices 
will  fall  to  nothing. 

But  our  important  outlet,  especially  to  the 
whole  central  and  northom  portion  of  Ohio,  is 
that  which,  passing  through  the  Ohio  Canal, 
Lake  Erie,  the  Grand  Canal  of  New  York,  ter- 
minates at  Albany,  and  there  commits  to  the 
tides  of  the  ocean,  the  rich  products  of  the  fields 
and  the  foresis  of  the  west.  Hence,  sir,  the  close 
connexion  which  I  feel  1o  exist  between  the  pros 
perity  ot  that  city,  and  her  great  neighboring 
emporium,  and  my  own  State.  Their  prosperity 
is  our  prosperity,  and  their  adversity  also  is  ours; 
and  hence  I  may  be  allowed  to  feel  a  deep  inte 
rest  in  the  prosperity,  and  as  also  in  the  opinions 
of  that  city . 

There  are  two  memorials  before  the  Senate, 
each  professing  to  represent  those  opinions  ;  the 
one  presented  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  is  signed  by  more  than  2900  free 
and  independent  electors  of  the  city  of  Albany. 
That  they  are  citizens  truly  and  in  good  faith,  1 
have  no  doubt,  from  the  standing  and  intelli- 
gence and  high  character  of  the  gentlemen  who 
bear  it  here  and  vouch  for  its  truth.  It  contains, 
according  to  their  judgment  and  belief,  nearly 
three  fourths  of  all  the  qualified  voters  in  the 
city.  The  one  just  presented  by  the  hon.  Sena- 
tor front  New  York  purports  to  contain  the 
names  of  1700  individuals,  a  large  portion  of 
whom,  16-17ths  at  least,  the  hon.  Senator  says 
he  is  assured  are  real  names,  and  citizens  and 
voters.  As  there  are,  however,  on  the  two  me 
morials,  as,  the  Senator  from  New  York  assures 
us,  700  names  more  than  there  are  voters  in  the 
city,  1here  must  have  been,  of  course,  extensive 
mistakes  or  imposition  somewhere.  The  Com- 
mittee who  bear  the  first  do    not  believe  that 


there  is  either,  or  any  error  in  that  which  they 
have  presented — every  care  was  taken  to  avoid 
the  possibility  of  error,  and  to  be  assured  that  no 
namejbut  the  name  of  citizen  and  voter  should  be 
attached  to  the  paper;  and  they  think  they  have 
been  entirely  successful.  As  to  the  counter  me- 
morial, the  hon.  Senator  admits  that  the  gentle-  • 
man  who  handed  it  to  him  advised  him  that  the 
names  wero  not  all  names  of  citizens  and  voters, 
but  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  them  are  so. 
Mr.  WRIGHT  explained.  He  had  been  mis- 
understood by  the  Senator  from  Ohio  ;  the  me- 
morial was  not  handed  to  him,  but  forwarded  to 
him  by  mail,  and  the  gentleman  who  sent  it — a 
gentleman  of  the  highest  respectabdity,  assured 
him  that  the  utmost  pains  had  been  taken  to  ex- 
clude all  names  except  those  of  citizens  and  vot- 
ers, but  that  he  would  not  undertake  to  say  that 
they  had  been  entirely  successful ;  but  he  did 
say  that  a  large  proportion  of  them,  at  least  16- 
17ths,  were  legal  voters. 

Mr.  EWING  resumed.  I  had  accidentally 
mistaken  a  word  dropped  by  the  hon.  Senator, 
and  it  makes  merely  the  difference  between  hand' 
ing  and  sending ;  which  does  not  strike  me  as 
material  to  the  substance  of  the  matter ;  how- 
ever, it  is  now  set  right.  This  paper,  then,  is 
not  exactly  what  it  purports  to  be,  though  it 
would  seem  that  it  comes  very  near  it.  It  is  ad- 
mitted to  be  a  little  tinged  with  error,  or  whate- 
ver else  we  may  call  its  aberrations.  Such  be- 
ing the  admitted  fact,  we  may  perhaps  be  less  at 
a  loss,  than  we  would  otherwise  have  been,  to 
account  for  the  700  spurious  names  which  are 
certainly  presented  to  us  on  one  or  the  other,  of 
the  two  memorials.  In  confirmation  of  the 
opinion  of  the  honorable  Senator  and  his  corres 
pondent,  that  they  have  not  been  entirely  suc- 
cessful in  their  attempt  to  detect  fictitious  or 
surreptitious  names,  I  would  add  the  convictions 
of  the  Committee  who  are  the  bearers  of  the  first 
memoi  ial.  They  say  hat  some  of  those  whose 
names  appear  there  were  dead  some  time  before 
the  subject  was  agitated.  Several  of  these  were 
named  to  me ;  two  I  noted,  who  were  personal- 
ly well  known  to  gentlemen  here.  Francis 
Lowe,  who  died  of  the  Cholera  last  year,  is  one; 
he  left  a  son,  Frank,  who  is  a  lad  in  his  teens, 
and  may  perhaps  be  the  signer.  Another,  Free- 
men Crosby,  who  died  in  January  last,  and  left 
no  person  behind  him  in  the  city  bearing  his 
name.  How  many  more  are  in  the  like  predica- 
ment I  know  not,  and  it  would  be  tedious  to  in- 
quire. It  is  said,  however,  and  I  risk  this  confi- 
dently on  the  same  authority,  that  there  is  not 
more  than  200  names  on  that  memorial  known 
to  any,  the  oldest,  inhabitant  of  Albany  ;  and  of 
those,  nearly  one  half  are  office  holders  under 
the  State  or  General  Government.  Thus  it  is 
that  public  opinion  is  arrayed  in  that  city  on  this 
subject.  And  it  should  not  be  forgotten,  that 
there  is  the  seat  of  the  central  power,  the  very 
throne  of  the  Regency  is  there;  hie  illius  arma — 
hie  currus — and  that,  until  the  effect  of  the  ex- 
periment began  to  be  felt,  the  sway  of  that  Re- 
gency was  absolute  and  its  power  triumphant. 
°  The  city  of  Albany,  Mr  President,  owing  to 
its  peculiar  situation,  it  being  a  commercial  city 
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chiefly,  dependent,  not  upon  the  ocean  com- 
merce, and  the  ships  that  sail  to  and  from  its 
port,  but  an  inland  trade,  which  comes  from  all 
the  counties  to  the  west,  from  New  York,  Penn- 
sylvania, Ohio,  Michigan,  and  the  borders  of 
the  great  Lakes,  even  io  Lake  Superior.  Sup- 
plied by  the  Grand  Canal,  a  channel  of  commu- 
nication which  is  ice-bound  from  November  un- 
til the  close  of  the  present  month,  they  of 
course,  so  far  as  their  commerce  was  concerned, 


these  things;  they  come  upon  the  principles 
of  absolute  necessity;  and  it  is  like  predicting 
that  a  storm,  which  is  left  in  mid-air  without 
support,  will  fall  to  the  earth,  or  that  the  moun- 
tain torrent  will  pour  its  waters  into  the  valley. 
It  requires  no  six  years  study  of  the  principles 
of  attraction  and  repulsion,  to  discover  all  this; 
a  little  experience  and  observation  is  quite  suf- 
ficient. 

The  memorialists  deny  that,  in  their  opinion, 


could  not  directly  and  immediately  feel  the  ma-! any  considerable  portion  of  the  present  suffer- 


lign  influence  of  this  Executive  measure.  But 
the  season  has  come,  in  which  our  northern 
lakes  and  our  streams  are  set  free  from  the  icy 
fetters  in  which  winter  had  bound  them.  It  is 
now  the  wonted  season  of  business,  of  bustle, 
of  aclivity  and  enterprise.  But  the  Lake  may 
toss  its  waves,  or  spread  its  smooth  and  glassy 
bosom,  as  if  to  invite  the  deck,  but  in  vain;  the 
bland  southwest  may  pass  over  and  brush  its 
surface,  and  sigh  for  the  sail  that  it  has  so  often 
filled,  but  in  vain.  The  canal  is  a  solitude,  the 
lake  a  desert  waste  of  waters,  and  the  busy 
hum  of  the  city  returns  not  with  the  all-enliven- 
ing season;  for  the  hand  which  has  been  laid 
upon  the  vital  energies  of  a  nation,  is  as  be- 
numbing, as  concealing,  as  the  touch  of  winter 
to  the  motion  of  the  fluids,  and  it  is  more  endu- 
ring and  more  relentless.  Hence  it  is,  that  the 
life  and  energy  which  the  returning  Spring  gives 
to  all  creation  else,  is  withheld  from  the  com- 
merce of  our  countiy;  and  this  city  which  has 
lived  and  flourished  upon  credit  and  commerce, 
insteid  of  awakening  to  new  life  and  vigor  in 
their  wonted  season,  views  its  return,  not  with 
joy  and  hope,  but  with  apprehension  and  dis- 
may. The  day  at  which  old  contracts  are  to" 
be  met,  and  new  engagements  are  to  be  made, 
is  at  hand — but  the  means  of  payment  for  the 
past  are  wanting  ;  for  the  wares  remain  on  the 
hands  of  the  merchant,  he  cannot  sell  to  meet 
his  purchase.  Those  who  have  traded  on  their 
own  capital,  sufTer  loss — those  who  trade  on 
borrowed  capital,  ruin.  The  money  which 
was  heretofore  supplied  upon  the  Can  d  line, 
upon  the  Lake  shore,  and  on  the  Ohio  Canal, 
to  purchase  the  produce  of  the  country,  has 
disappeared.  The  farmer  can  find  no  market 
for  his  produce,  and  tt  remains  to  waste,  and 
feed  the  vermin  in  his  barn  and  stackyard,  in- 
stead of  yielding  profit  to  him,  and  extending 
plenty  and  comfort  to  the  laborer  and  artizan  of 
our  manufacturing  and  commercial  cities. 
£  Sir,  when  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you 
early  in  January  last,  at  a  time  when  gentlemen 
said  there  was  no  pressure,  no  distress,  I  stated 
most  expressly,  my  belief,  that  the  west  had 
then  suffered  but  little,  except  in  her  principal 
commercial  cities  ;  but  that  the  opening  of 
Spring,  which  with  them,  as  with  the  people  of 
New  York,  and  Albany,  and  Utica,  and  Buffalo, 
is  the  commercial  season,  would  bring  misfor- 
tune arid  ruin  to  hundreds  of  the  honest  and 
enterprising  citizens  of  Ohio  ;  and  that  it  would 
be  a  season  of  general  pressure  and  calamity  to 
men  of  all  classes,  and  professions,  and  business, 
there.  What  I  said,  events  have  verified.  1 
claim,  sir,  no  merit  for  sagacity,  in  foreseeing 


ings  of  the  country  has  arisen  from  over-trading. 
In  this  I  entirely  concur  with  them.  I  do  not 
think  it  has,  especially  in  that  section  of  the 
country  in  which  I  am  most  intimately  acquaint- 
ed. How  can  it  be  so,  when  our  merchants 
contract  few  or  no  debts  abroad* — when  the 
produce  which  is  sent  off',  supplies  the  fund 
out  of  which  payment  is  made  for  the  imported 
merchandize,  and  a  handsome  profit  left  to  the 
trader?  If,  for  example,  before  this  disturbed 
slate  of  credit  came  upon  us,  a  trader  should 
have  sold  his  bill  of  exchange  on  New  York  for 
$4000,  and  purchased  with  the  proceeds  1000 
barrels  of  flour,  be  shipped  the  flour,  had  it  laid 
down  in  market,  and  sold  in  time  to  p^y  hit 
bill,  leaving  him  a  profit  with  which  he  is  satis- 
fied, after  paying  for  time,  freight,  and  insu- 
rance. Suppose  this  trader  is  not  worth  a  dol- 
lar, except  his  cr  dit  and  capacity  for  business, 
has  he  over-traded?  No  man  will  say  he  has. 
He  has  but  engaged  in  that  enterprise  which 
gives  wealth  to  individuals,  and  advance*  the 
prosperity  of  a  country;  and  yet,  under  the 
pressure  ot  this  **<  xperiment,"  such  a  man, 
engaged  in  such  an  enterprise,  is  overwhelmed 
with  sudden  and  irretrievable  ruin.  And  it  is 
he,  the  man  in  whom  his  neighbors  place  confi- 
dence, and  to  whom  they  will  nive  their  credit; 
the  man  who  is  struggling  by  his  own  industry! 
and  enterprise,  and  energies,  to  better  his  con- 
dition, and  provide  for  tlioso  who  depend  upon 
him  for  support,  who,  under  the  pressure  of 
this  "experiment,"  must  break,  and  who,  it  is 
said,  ought  to  break. 

Mr.  President,  lam  led  here  to  consider  this 
experiment,  in  an  aspect,  obvious  indeed,  but 
which  has  been  much  dwelt  upon  in  the  course 
of  this  protracted  discussion.  It  is  this.  Who 
is  to  suffer,  and  who  to  profit  by  this  experi- 
ment? The  honorable  Senator  from  N.  York 
(Mr.  W.)  has  said,  that  of  the  signers  of  the  two 
memorials,  all  are  members  of  the  same  commu- 
nity— all  are  exposed  alike  to  the  same  evils, 
and  if  they  suffer,  all  must  suffer  equally.  Is  it 
so,  sir?  Who  are  the  principal  signers  to  the 
memorial  which  the  honorable  Senator  presents? 
A  host,  a  whole  regiment  of  office  holders,  with 
their  fixed  salaries.  Let  us  inquire  who  is  to 
suffer  and  who  is  to  profit  by  the  experiment  ? 
How  is  the  good  and  evil ,  if  there  be  tny  good 
arising  from  it,  to  be  distributed?  I  have  alrea- 
dy given  you  an  illustration  of  the  sudden  ruin 
it  may  and  must  bring  down,  not  only  upon  our 
individual,  but  a  whole  class  of  young  traders, 
just  entered  upon  business,  and  dealing  on  bor- 
rowed capital;  the  case  is  not  far  different  with 
those  who  have  pursued  a  successful  business 
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to  the  period  of  middle  life.  The  business  of 
our  country  requires  all  its  capital  and  all  its 
credit  to  sustain  its  commerce  and  expand  its 
growing  energies — the  merchant  who  has  accu- 
mulated wealth,  nevertheless,  employs  it  all  in 
a  variety  of  adventures,  and  he  reasonably  be- 
lieves that,  by  venturing  all  his  capital  and  all 
his  credit  upon  many  bottoms,  no  sudden  fluc- 
tuation, which  sinks  one  commodity  in  the  mar- 
ket and  leaves  a  profit  on  the  rest,  can  essen- 
tially injure  him:  hence  so  long  as  he  is  in 
trade,  be  yields  his  all  to  his  occupation. 

But  this  experiment  strikes  all  down,  with 
one  common  desolation — a  desolation  against 
which  no  foresight  could  guard — which  no  pru- 
dence or  energy  could  resist.  The  unhappy 
man  is  left  to  mourn  over  his  fallen  fortunes  and 
blighted  hopes;  to  view  with  hollow  eye  and 
wrinkled  brow  an  age  of  poverty;  to  see  his 
character  bLsted  in  the  »yes  of  the  world  :  for 
to  the  merchant  ruin  is  also  dishonor — but  he 
may  be  told  for  his  consolation,  that  the  result 
will  be  glory  to  the  President,  success  to  the 
Regency,  and  fortunes  to  the  office  holders  and 
those  who  riot  in  the  spoils  of  victory. 

The  farmer  depends  upon  the  yearly  surplus 
of  his  farm  to  supply  his  family  with  those  in- 
nocent luxuries,  which  habit  has  rendered  ne- 
cessary even  to  the  most  frugal.  The  most 
prudent  contract  small  debts  during  the  year, 
which  their  produce,  when  sold,  is  to  pay  for, 
and  furnish  a  fund  for  further  expenses.  But 
the  experiment  has  deprived  the  merchant  of 
the  means  of  purchase,  and,  what  is  worse,  cut 
off"  the  market  in  the  cities  fir  the  staples  of  the 
country.  The  merchant,  to  save  himself,  must 
press  the  collection  of  his  small  debts.  Those 
who  ha\e  capital  will  not  lend  it  without  enor- 
mous interest.  Perhaps  the  farmer  may  have 
purchased  a  small  addition  to  his  plantation,  or 
rented  lands  at  a  cash  rent,  with  the  confident 
hope  that  the  products  would  pay  his  debts  and 
yield  him  a  profit.  In  that  event  the  experi- 
ment falls  upon  him  with  destructive  energy; 
his  farm  and  his  property  are  sacrificed,  and  he 
is  turned  out  pennyless  upon  the  world.  But 
still  new  wreaths  of  glory  are  won,  and  the  ex- 
periment goes  bravely  forward. 

The  mechanic,  in  the  stagnation  of  all  busi- 
ness ,  finds  his  occupation  gone,  and  his  means 
of  subsistence  gone  with  it.  This  valuable  class 
of  men,  though  they  rear  their  families  in  com- 
fort and  decency,  and  usefulness,  are,  as  a  class, 
seldom  rich.  They  lay  up  in  early  life  a  com- 
fortable provision  for  old  age;  they  educate  their 
sons  and  daughters  in  a  manner  that  will  qualify 
them,  with  natural  advantages  and  their  active 
habits,  to  enter,  as  they  may  choose,  into  any 
of  the  walks  of  life;  but  the  mechanic  does  net 
expect,  nor  can  they  prepare  themselves  at 
once,  in  the  career  of  usefulness  and  capacity 
for  exertion,  to  see  their  pursuits  destroyed, 
their  hopes  blighted,  and  their  powers  and  ca- 
pacities for  usefulness  left  to  waste  themselves 
in  inaction.  But  so  it  is,  and  such  the  experi- 
ment. 

And  last,  but  not  least,  among  those  who  are 
to  bear  and  suffer,  is  the  laborer.    He  whose 


only  wealth,  the  sole  fund  which  sustains  him- 
self, and  supports  those  that  are  dependent  on 
him,  is  the  strength  of  his  arm,  the  vigor  of  his 
limbs,  the  steadiness  of  his  habits,  and  the  con- 
stant encouragement  and  reward  which  his  in- 
dustry finds  in  the  business  of  his  country.  But 
th«  experiment  has  struck,  that  business  down, 
and  the  employment  of  the  laborer,  and  the 
comforts  of  his  humble  home,  are  gone  with  it. 
The  partner  of  his  fortunes  pale  with  sorrow  and 
watching,  and  want;  his  children  supplicating 
for  the  bread  which  he  has  not,  and  cannot  give 
them.  And  where  are  the  boundless  products  of 
our  land  which  have  hitherto  found  its  way  to  our 
cities,  and  filled  them  with  such  rich  abundance? 
Fixed  to  the  spot  where  they  were  first  stored 
by  the  farmer,  there  to  remain,  to  fatten  the 
vermin  that  infest  his  barn  yard.  He  cannot  re- 
move it,  whom  it  encumbers  rather  than  en- 
riches; they  cannot  procure  it,  who  are  famish- 
ing for  want. 

But  the  office  holders,  the  signers  and  procur- 
ers of  the  honorable  Senator's  memorial,  are 
united,  almost  to  a  man,  in  favor  of  the  experi- 
ment. Need  I  name  them?  Are  they  not  writ- 
ten in  the  blue  book,  their  names  and  avoca- 
tions, to  the  number  of  forty  thousand?  A  mer- 
cenary band,  who  fight  for  place  and  pay.  And 
these  men  it  is  who  ask  their  fellow  citizens  to 
endure  every  thing — to  see  tt»eir  fortunes 
wrecked,  and  their  wives  and  children  want  the 
comforts,  and  even  the  necessaries  of  life,  that 
they,  the  office  holders,  may  keep  their  offices 
and  their  salaries,  and  that  their  Chief  may  ga- 
ther fresh  wreaths  of  glory.  In  the  great  city 
of  New  York,  where  all  other  classes,  except 
the  great  money  capitalists,  are  suffering  the 
deepest  distress,  how  do  the)'  fare,  and  what  do 
they  suffer?  A  marker,  with  his  salary  of  $433 1 ; 
a  guager,  with  his  $2,558;  a  measurer,  with  his 
$2,762;  a  naval  officer,  with  his  $3,000,  and  so 
on,  through  many  closely  printed  pages  of  the 
book.  Now,  as  the  price  of  every  thing  on 
which  men  subsist  fall,  and  as  labor  falls,  the 
salaries  of  these  patriots  rise  in  value.  When 
the  depression  approaches  the  extreme  point  to 
which  it  inevitably  tends,  they  will  be  worth 
double  what  they  now  are  worth.  And  when 
the  unfortunate  man,  belonging  to  any  of  the 
industrious  classes,  is  ruined,  by  the  derange- 
ment of  the  times,  his  property  passes,  by  an 
easy  gradation  from  under  the  hammer  of  the 
auctioneer,  into  the  hands  of  these  worthies — 
This  is  to  enjoy,  to  the  full  extent,  the  spoils  of 
victory.  If  their  funds  should  fall  short  of  what 
is  necessary  to  take  all  the  good  bargains  that 
offer,  do  not  the  deposite  banks  owe  it  to  their 
situation,  and  to  the  allegiance  due  to  the  agent 
of  the  Treasury  that  they  lend  to  these  very  safe 
and  patriotic  gentlemen,  enough  of  the  public 
funds  to  gratify  their  very  moderate  wishes?— 
And,  if  labor  be  desired — if  they  want  hewers 
of  wood,  and  drawers  of  water,  and  servants  for 
their  household,  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the 
laborer,  whom  the  experiment  has  driven  out 
of  employment,  must  serve  them  for  the  base 
pittance  of  food  on  which  they  may  subsist,and 
the  clothes  to  cover  them. 
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These  gentlemen  ask  the  people  to  suffer 
ruin,  and  privation,  and  misery,  that  they  may 
appropriate  their  goods  to  themselves,  and  be 
their  task-masters  and  rulers.  This  is  the  man- 
ner, sir,  in  which  the  gentlemen  who  got  up  the 
honorable  Senator's  (Mr.  W's)  memorial  share 
in  the  sufferings  of  the  community. 

I  would  here  correct  an  error  in  which  the 
gentleman  has  fallen,  as  to  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  not  now 
in  his  place-  He  seems  to  suppose  that  that 
honorable  Senator  had  predicted  that  the  trans- 
portation on  the  canal,  for  the  present  year, 
would  not  amount  to  one-tenth  of  the  past.  And 
he  seems  also  to  insinuate  that  this  prediction 
was  based  on  the  uuthority  of  the  committee 
who  are  the  bearers  of  this  memorial ;  and  that 
they  will,  by  sending  this  abroad,  proclaim  the 
ruin  of  that  commerce,  which  they  thus  foretell. 
Nothing,  Mr.  President,  can  be  more  unjust,  both 
as  to  the  remarks  of  the  absent  Senator,  and 
the  gentlemen  of  the  committee. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  did  say,  on 
the  authority  of  those  gentlemen,  that  the  amount 
of  country  produce  now  upon  the  banks  of  the 
canal,  and  waiting  for  its  opening,  is  not  equal 
to  one  tenth  of  that  which  was  upon  it  in  the 
corresponding  season  of  the  past  year  ;  and  this, 
I  understand  the  Senator  from  New  York  admits 
to  be  the  fact.  The  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
did  then  predict  that  the  commerce  on  the  canal 
would  be  greatly  lessened  within  the  current 
year  from  what  it  had  been  in  the  past,  unless 
the  experiment  were  abandoned.  The  fact,  then, 
is  as  it  was  stated.  The  prediction  is  drawn 
from  that  fact,  and  many  others,  detailed  by  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts ;  as  the  falling  off  of 
the  lumber  business — the  stop  put  to  all  improve 
ment — the  scarcity  of  money,  and  the  loss  of 
employment,  and  consequent  inability  among 
the  poorer  classes  to  purchase  the  ordinary  com- 
forts of  life. 

But  the  Senator  from  New  York  says,  that 
the  commerce  will  still  remain  the  same — all  the 
articles  of  ordinary  export  which  have  not  yet 
gone  out  of  the  country  still  remain  in  it,  and 
must  necessarily  seek  a  market — that  all  which 
has  not  gone  out  will  yet  go  out,  and  that  busi- 
ness on  the  canal  will  be  as  brisk  as  ever,  and 
the  tolls  as  grea'  as  ever,  in  the  month  of  May 
next.  I  do  not  for  myself  think  this  will  be  the 
case — but  time  will  show.  The  merchant  will 
not  buy  and  ship  the  same  amount  of  produce, 
when  he  cannot  sell  it  at  a  good  price,  as  he  will 
when  it  will  reward  his  enterprise.  Ordinarily, 
trade  is  brisk  or  dull  in  proportion  to  the  price 
commanded  by  commodities,  and  the  readiness 
of  sale ;  and  it  is  vain  to  say  that  the  produce  is 
in  the  country,  and  must  go  out,  whether  it  bring 
a  price  or  not  If,  like  water,  it  flowed  to  the 
ocean  without  human  agency,  it  might  be  so  ; 
but  there  must  be  something  to  induce  men  to 
employ  their  capital  and  laber  in  its  purchase 
and  transportation,  or  it  must  remain  where  it 
is,  until  wasted  or  consumed 

But  the  Senator  from  New  York  intimates 
that  the  state  of  the  money  market,  and  of  the 
mercantile  community  ought  not  to  have  been 


disclosed  by  the  committee,  lest  that  knowledge 
should  injure  or  destroy  the  commerce  of  their 
city.  I  cannot  well  conceive,  sir,  how  those  gen- 
tlemen can  be  amenable  to  this  censure.  The 
facts  which  they  state,  and  which  have  been 
stated  on  this  floor  by  their  authority,  are  indu- 
bitably true.  They  relate  to  the  general  com- 
merce, to  the  market*  of  the  city.  And  ought 
the  actual  state  of  things  to  be  disguised  or  con- 
cealed ?  For  what  purpose  ?  Surely  not  to 
draw  the  unwary  thither,  with  their  merchandize, 
under  the  delusion  of  false  hopes  ;  to  the  end 
that  their  cargoes  might  be  sacrificed,  and  the 
trader  ruined.  What  sensible  purpose,  then, 
would  be  answered  by  concealing  the  actual 
state  of  things?  None  in  the  world.  It  might, 
perhaps,  perpetuate,  but  it  could  not  lighten  the 
evil.  The  same  complaint  which  the  honoiable 
Senator  presses  with  so  much  seriousness  against 
this  committee,  would  apply  equally  well  to  him 
who  should  publish  a  Price  Current  in  times  of 
depression  of  prices.  Still  it  is  universally  ad- 
mitted, that  it  is  wise  as  well  as  just ;  for,  in  the 
mercantile  community,  more  emphatically  than 
any  other,  honesty  and  candor  are  the  true  poli- 
True, sir,  if  any  remedy  be  devised  for  their 
present  commercial  embarrassments — if  confi- 
dence and  credit  be  restored,  and  the  products  of 
the  country  can  again  command  their  usual  pri- 
ces, the  transportation  upon  the  canal  will  be  as 
great,  or  even  greater,  the  present  year,  than 
heretofore  ;  for  the  products  of  the  country  are 
more  abundant,  and  the  trade  of  the  West  is 
constantly  tending  to  pour  itself  into  that  chan- 
nel. The  relief  which  is  proposed  by  Governor 
Marcy  is  a  palliative  merely,  not  a  remedy. 

The  whole  body  politic,  in  its  commercial  and 
financial  relations,  is  paralyzed.  It  is  as  if,  in 
the  human  frame,  an  iron  pressure  on  the  senso- 
rium,threw  the  whole  body  and  limbs  into  convul- 
sive agony;and  the  presumption  is  as  vain  as  would 
be  that  of  the  physician  who  should  apply  fomen- 
tations or  narcotic  lotions  to  the  convulsed  limbs, 
apply  without  first  removing  the  benumbing  cause 
from  the  seat  of  life.  So  it  is  with  the  State;  and 
whatever  palliatives  may  be  applied,  there  or 
elsewhere,  until  the  hand  of  lawless  power,  which 
presses  on  the  credit  of  the  nation  be  lifted,  or 
shall  relax  its  grasp,  there  can  be  no  substantial 
rf  medy.  If  the  object  of  Gov.  Marcy  be  to  re- 
lieve the  community,  as  I  have  no  doubt,  in  part 
it  is,  I  think  it  unfortunate  that  he  has  not  recom- 
mended the  mode,  and  the  only  mode,  which 
could  render  that  relief  effectual,  by  putting  an 
end  to  the  war  which  is  waged  against  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States;  restore  quiet  and  harmony 
to  eur  moneyed  institutions;  and  life  and  activi- 
ty to  the  business  of  the  country .  Hie-  recom- 
mendation might  have  done  much  here  and  else- 
where. 

There  are,  sir,  some  portions  of  that  message 
which  I  look  upon  as  in  the  highest  degree  ex- 
ceptionable. The  message  is  not,  it  is  true,  be- 
fore the  Senate,  for  any  purpose  of  legislative 
action,  but  it  is  one  of  the  indications  of  public 
opinion  with  which  we  are  favored,  and  the  Go- 
vernor himself  is,  as  I  understand,  a  signer  to 
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the  memorial  offered  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  New  York.  The  Senator  nods  assent — 
then  I  was  not  mistaken.  In  one  clause  of  that 
message,  his  Excellency  permits  himself  to  char- 
acterize the  debates  in  Congjess  as  the  mere  in- 
dications of  what  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
intends  to  do:  directly  conveying'  the  idea,  that 
the  Congress,  or  a  portion  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  is  moved  by  the  bank,  and 
acts  according  to  its  mandates.  The  passage  1 
refer  to  is  in  these  words: 

"From  recent  debates  in  the  National  Legis- 
lature; from  the  tone  of  the  presses  which  advo- 
cate the  cause  of  the  bank;  from  the  language 
of  public  meetings;  from  the  organization  of  par- 
ty; and  from  other  indications  too  plain  to  be 
mistaken,  the  efforts  of  the  bank  seem  to  be  di- 
rected especially  against  the  moneyed  institutions 
of  the  State  ot  New  York." 

The  debates  in  Congress,  therefore,are  amqng 
the  indications  of  the  course  of  the  bank.  Of 
this  I  think  we  have  a  right  to  complain.  Yet 
i.  is  following  out  the  custom  of  the  day;  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  the  United  States  directs  the  whole 
force  of  his  influence  to  humble,and,  if  possible 
to  crush  the  legislative  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment The  pensioned  presses  join  in  and  swell 
the  general  cry;  and  the  Governor  of  the  empire 
State  now  lends  his  force,  mighty  as  it  may  be', 
to  aid  in  prostrating  and  bringing  into  odium  the 
legislative  power  of  the  nation.  Since  his  Excel 
lency  has  thought  proper  to  indulge  in  remarks 
of  this  character  and  tendency,  he  need  not  be 
surprised  if  some  attention  be  paid  here  to  the 
message  which  contains  them.  He  begins  by 
conveying,  not  in  direct  terms,  but  yet  too  plain 
to  be  mistaken,  an  idea  which  somewhat  surpri 
9ed  me,  and  to  avoid  a  misreading,  I  read  his 
own  words  from  the  paper  that  is  before  me. 

In  the  second  paragraph  he  says:  "It  •was  not 
then  perceived  that  the  order  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  directing  the  accruing  receipts  of 
the  public  moneys  to  be  deposited  in  the  local 
banks  instead  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
could  essentially  interrupt  the  business  tranasac- 
tions  of  the  community,  nor  is  it  now  supposed 
that  any  necessary  connexion  exists  between 
that  act  and  the  present  state  of  commercial  em- 
barrassment." 

And  again,  a  little  further  on,  he  adds:  "Al- 
though the  removal  of  the  deposites,  effected  as 
it  was  prospectively,  and  operating  on  the  funds 
in  hand,  not  by  withdrawing  the  whole  sudden- 
ly, but  gradually  as  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment required,  furnished  of  itself  no  sufficient 
cause  for  the  results,  which  in  point  of  time  have 
followed  it;  yet  it  is  said  that  its  operation  has 
been  to  derange  the  currency,  to  destroy  confi- 
dence, and  thus  to  produce  the  present  embar- 
rassment'.' 

Here,  sir,  in  the  first  clause,  is  a  distinct  as 
sumption;  in  the  second  an  affirmation;  the  one 
conveying  the  idea  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  had  merely  directed  that  the  deposites 
should  cease  to  be  made  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States;  in  the  other,  that  the  public  mo- 
neys were  gradually  withdrawn  from  that  bank, 
no  faster  than  the  wants  of  the  Government  re- 


quired. Now,  I  ask  you,  sir,  and  I  ask  all  who 
hear  me,  is  this  true?  Does  not  every  intelh 
gent  man  in  the  community  know  that  it  is  not 
so?  And  I  cannot  but  regret  that  the  Senators 
from  New  York  did  not  furnish  to  their  Execu- 
tive at  least  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  that  subject,  if  all  other  means  of 
information  were  closed  to  hiin,  that  they  might 
have  saved  him  from  falling  into  such  an  egre- 
gious error;  for  I  cannot  for  a  mament  suppose 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Chief  Magistrate 
of  that  great  and  enlightened  community  to  con- 
vey, through  his  official  message,  a  false  im- 
pression to  the  Legislature  or  the  people. 

I  think  the  honorable  Senator  from  New  York, 
is  right,  and  my  friend  from  Kentucky  mistaken, 
as  to  the  bearing  and  purpose  of  part  of  the  mes- 
sage. It  mentions  a  proposition  for  a  large 
bank,  with  a  capital  of  eight  or  ten  millions,  to 
be  made  up  partly  of  State  stock,  and  partly  tf 
individual  subscriptions;  but  he  mentions  only  to 
condemn  it,  and  to  add  yet  another  word  condemn- 
atory of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  His 
real  proposition  is  to  create  a  State  stock,  of  four 
million  of  dollars,  to  lend  it  out,  part  of  it,  on 
interest,  to  the  State  banks,  by  way  of  sustaining 
them,  and  part  of  it  to  individuals,  through  the 
means  of  agents,  to  be  appointed  and  stationed 
for  that  purpose,  in  the  several  counties.  He 
expresses  his  fears,  that  if  a  bank  be  chartered, 
and  the  funds  placed  in  its  power,  it  will  refuse  to 
yield  obedience  to  those  who  create  it.  But 
there  is  no  fear  of  want  of  allegiance  in  the  State 
banks,  so  long  as  the  proposed  fund  of  four  mil- 
lions, in  addition  to  the  canal  fund  which  is  now 
about  $2,500,000,  is  held  up  to  be  sued  for. 

While  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  let  me  ad- 
vert to  some  remarks  made  by  the  Senator  from 
New  York  several  days  ago,  and  which  I  could 
not  then  get  the  floor  to  answer.  In  reply  to 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  who  suggested 
that  the  Safety  Fund  banks  were  goverr.ed  by 
the  dominant  party  in  New  York,  and  that  the 
commissioners  by  whom  they  were  inspected 
were  regency-men,  the  Senator  from  New  York 
replied,  that  two  out  of  three  of  those  commis- 
sioners were  elected  by  the  banks,  and  that  three- 
fourths  of  the  bank  stock  was  owned  by  the  po- 
litical friends  of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts. 
It  struck  me,  at  the  time,  that  it  was  a  departure 
in  Dleading,  and  that  the  affirmations  of  both  the 
Senators  were  according  to  the  fact.  And  so  I 
believe  it  is,  in  truth,  a  very  small  minority  ©f 
the  stock  governs  those  banks  in  all  their  elec- 
tions. How  this  is,  the  honorable  Senator  from 
New  York  can  tell  better  than  I;  for  he  better 
knows  the  process  by  which  minorities  are  made 
to  rule  mojorities.  I  will,  however,  attempt  to 
point  out  some  of  the  means  by  which  I  suppose 
it  to  be  brought  about. 

Capitalists  and  business  men  who  own  bank 
stock,  do  not  trouble  themselves  about  the  poli- 
tics of  theii  directory — nor  indeed  do  they  meddle 
with  it,at  all  except  to  secure  its  profitable  manage- 
ment. But  the  organized  troops  of  politicians 
whom  the  Regency  has  always  at  command,  dis- 
tributed through  all  portions  of  the  State,  (and 
sometimes  invading  the  territories  of  their  neigh- 
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bora)  are  always  on  the  alert  in  great  matters 
and  small.  And  there  has  been  withal  a  very 
handsome  sum  in  annual  deposites  arising  from 
the  canal  fund,  in  which  all  were  anxious  to  par- 
take, and  in  which  none  could  hope  to  partake, 
unless  they  elected  officers  acceptable  to  the  rul 
ing  powers  at  Albany.  Thus,  those  who  were 
easy  about  politics,  and  anxious  for  large  divi- 
dends, suffered  the  control  over  their  banks  to 
fall  into  the  hands  of  men  who  know  and  improve 
their  value  as  political  engines.  This  sum  of 
four  millions  of  dollars,  increased  by  the  canal 
fund  to  nearly  seven  millions,  will  enhance  to  a 
great  extent  the  political  power  of  those  institu- 
tions, and  at  the  same  time  it  must  insure  their 
political  servility.  But  this  is  net  all;  loan  offi- 
ces are  to  be  established  in  all  the  counties  in  the 
State,  and  agents  are  to  be  appointed,  I  venture 
to  say  good  liege  men,  to  loan  out  a  portion  of 
this  four  millions  among1  the  people.  Or,  rather, 
this  large  sum  must  be  raised  from  the  people, 
and  loaned  out  to  political  favorites,  or  to  such  as 
can  be  purchased  by  a  douceur.  It  seems  to  me, 
sir,  that  the  power  here  accumulated  in  the  hands 
of  one  set  of  men  within  that  State,  is  tremendous. 
There  is,  in  the  first  place,  the  power  and  patron- 
age of  the  General  Government  most  liberally  ap- 
plied, the  money  of  the  people  of  the  U.  States 
to  the  amount  of  many  millions  annually;  the 
State  officers;  the  State  banks  leagued  together 
by  a  political  chain,  artfully  framed;  the  work  of 
magic,  which  never  can  break;  the  salt  duties  and 
canal  tools,  making  a  prodigious  annual  sum; 
and  last  of  all,  this  further  sum  of  four  millions 
of  dollars  raised  from  the  people,  and  so  applied 
as  to  ensure  their  political  thraldom. 

Governor  Marcy,  however,  turns  with  horror 
from  "  the  disgusting  spectacle"  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  "  arrayed  in  political  opposi- 
tion against  the  Government;"  but  there  is  no 
disgust  excited  in  his  mind  by  witnessing  the 
combined  powers  which  I  have  just  enumerated 
arrayed  against  the  people,  and  controlling  the 
elective  franchise.  His  spirits  are  calm  and  his 
nerves  are  firm,  while  he  looks  on  this.  But 
it  seems,  from  the  connexion  in  which  he  has 
placed  the  Bank  and  the  National  Legislature, 
that  the  latter,  and  perhaps  this  body  in  particu- 
lar, may  share  some  portion  of  his  apathy  and 
disapprobation.  I  could  hope  that  no  unpleasant 
reminisences,  no  associations  of  a  painful  nature, 
linger  in  the  mind  of  his  Excellency,  and  bias  his 
feelings;  still  it  is  possible,  for  we  know  the  in 
fluence  they  have,  and  will  ever  have,  on  the 
opinions  even  of  the  wisest.  I  recollect,  some 
years  ago,  there  was  pending  before  the  Ohio 
Legislature,  a  law  to  punish  certain  offences  at 
the  post,  familiarly  called  the  whipping  law;  it 
was  a  subject  of  warm  discussion,  both  in  and 
out  of  the  House.  In  an  earnest  controversy 
one  evening,  a  gentleman  observed,  that  he  would 
never  consent  to  the  passage  of  the  bill;  and  ad- 
ded as  a  reason  that  he  had  been  whipped  so 
much  himself  when  he  was  a  boy,  that  he  had 
become  perfectly  disgusted  with  the  whole  pro- 
cess. Whatever  may  have  taken  place  here  to 
excite  unpleasant  recollections  in  the  mind  of 
Governor  Marcy,  whatever  severe  hits  he  may 


have  received  which  he  now  thinks  of  with  dis- 
gust, there  are  still  some  things  with  which  I  am 
sure  he  never  will  be  disgusted,  come  thick  and 
abundant  as  they  may — I  mean  (ithe  spoils  of[vic- 
tory." 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said,  that  the  complaint  of  the 
Senator  was,  that  the  banks  of  New  York  were 
in  the  control  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State. — 
The  Senator  would  not  deny  that  the  Legisla 
ture  was  the  creation  of  the  people,  and  truly 
represented  the  States;  or  that  the  power  over 
the  bank  system  was  in  the  hands  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  that  State.  It  was  a  matter  of  which 
the  citizens  of  the  State  did  not  complain.  The 
Chancellor  had  his  official  duty  to  perform;  and 
if  he  was  to  be  assumed  to  be  corrupt,  perhaps 
there  might  be  some  room  for  complaint;  but  if 
he  was  as  honest  as  the  other  members,  he 
would  leave  it  most  cheerfully  to  the  people  who 
created  them.  The  idea  was,  that  by  discharg- 
ing the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  New  York 
was  to  enjoy  the  half  of  the  Government  depos- 
ites. To  this  he  had  a  single  answer  to  make  to 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Ohio,  that  if  he  did  not 
understand  the  state  of  public  feeling  in  his  own 
State  better  than  he  had  represented  that  of  N. 
York ,  it  must  not  be  in  Ohio  only  that  there 
w  as  reason  to  complain  that  Senators  talked  of 
institutions  which  they  did  not  understand,  and 
of  men  whom  they  did  not  know. 

Mr.  W.  moved  to  amend  the  motion  of  the  Se- 
nator from  Massachusetts,  so  as  to  print  the 
names  to  the  memorial. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  carried,and  the 
memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pi- 
nance. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  then  presented  the  memorial  of 
seventeen  hundred  citizens  of  Albany,  approving 
of  the  measure  of  the  Executive  in  removing  the 
deposites. 

Mr.  CLAY  begged  it  to  be  placed  upon  re- 
cord, that  the  honorahle  Senator  from  New  York 
had  distinctly  admitted  that  New  York  was  to 
enjoy  the  privilege  of  having  one  half  of  the  pub- 
lic deposites,  instead  of  one-sixth,  as  stated  to 
the  people. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  had  made  no  such  admission. 
He  had  only  quoted  the  opinions  of  others. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  print- 
ing of  the  memorial,  which  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative;  and  the  memorial  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  TYLER  presented  the  petition  of  Josiah 
Hopkins;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

Mr.  KING.of  Ala.  on  leave,  according  to  pre- 
vious notice,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  better  orga- 
nization of  the  District  Courts  of  the  U.  States  in 
the  State  of  Alabama,  which  was  read  twice  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  presented  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Mullen,  praying  compensation  for  two 
horses  lost  in  the  last  war;  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered : 

By  Mr.  POINDEXTER, 

Resolved,  That  1,000  copies  of  the  journals  of 
the  old  Congress,  and  of  the  Senate,  including, 
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in  separate  volumes,the  confidential  proceedings, 
with  a  compendious  index  to  the  whole,  in  each 
volume,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate;  and 
that  the  same  be  retained,  subject  to  the  further 
order  of  the  Senate. 

The  following'  were  offered,  considered  and 
adopted : 

By  Mr.  POINDEXTER, 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioner  of  the  Ge- 
neral Land  Office,  be  directed  to  communicate 
to  the  Senate,  the  number  of  patents  in  his  office, 
prepared  for  the  signature  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  which  had  not  been  signed;  and 
the  number  of  final  certificates,  filed  in  his  office, 
on  which  patents  have  not  been  prepared  for  sig- 
nature. 

By  Mr.  BIBB, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  be  requested  to  lay  before  the  Sen- 
ate, as  soon  as  practicable,  all  the  information 
which  has  been  obtained,  under  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  26th  of  Feb.  1833,  touching  the 
population  of  the  United  States,  of  all  kinds,  na- 
tive and  alien,  the  militia,and  such  other  statisti- 
cal information,  as  the  Secretary  might  deem 
useful  and  expedient;  and  particularly  that  he 
lay  before  the  Senate  all  information  which  has 
been  obtained  under  the  circulars  issued  by  Mr. 
Livingston,  piopounding  queries  to  obtain  infor- 
mation, as  well  on  the  subjects  particularly  men- 
tioned, as  on  the  subjects  confided  to  his  discre- 
tion, by  that  resolution . 

ORDERS    OF  THE  DAY. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  were  read 
the  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  ap- 
propriate committees : 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  master,  owner, 
and  crew  of  the  schooner  Sally. 

The  bill  to  refund  money  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury, on  account  of  the  condemnation  of  the 
brig  Joseph  and  Mary. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  concerned 
in  the  schooner  Mary  and  Hannah. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  D.  Wal- 
ker. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Kingston. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Marsh. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  K.  Pauld 
ing. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Haslett. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  O'Neal. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nicholas  D.  Cole- 
man. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Kitchens. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Enos. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  C.  Naylor. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Walton 
and  John  J.  De  Graff. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  and  Robert 
Sewall. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francaise  Suzone. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Oakes. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  at  law  of 
the  representatives  of  William  Christopher,  de- 
ceased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  S.  Cocker 
ville. 


The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benedict  Alford  and 
Robert  Brush. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Judith  Thomas  and 
Daniel  Palmer. 

The  bill  f  >r  granting  pensions  to  certain  per- 
sons therin  named. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  issuing  of  a  register 
to  the  brig  American  at  Savannah. 

The  bill  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
Mary  O.  Sullivan. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  J.  Robin- 
son. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa. 
tives  of  James  Brown. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Bowen. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Crocker 
Sampson. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Whitney. 

The  following  bills  were  read  the  third  time 
and  passed  : 

The  hill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Thompson. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Richard- 
son. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Thompson. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Hazeltine  and 
William  Palmer. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sureties  of  John 
H.  Morton. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SPRAGUE,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Moses  Shepard,  which  had  been  taken 
up,  was  again  laid  on  the  table, 

And  the  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  pending  on  Monday,  the  24th  inst.  that 
the  proceedings  of  meetings  held  at  the  towns 
of  Woodville  and  Natchez,  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi, in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
sites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  be 
laid  on  the  table . 

And  the  question  on  said  motion  being  put,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Memorials,  petitions,  resolutions  and  proceed- 
ings in  favor  of  a  restoration  of  the  deposite  of 
the  public  money  to  the  Bank  of  U.  States,  and 
of  a  renewal  or  extension  of  the  charter  of  said 
bank,  or  the  incorporation  of  a  new  bank  to  go 
into  operation  when  the  charter  of  the  present 
Bank  of  the  United  States  shall  expire,  were 
presented  as  follows,  viz: 

By  Mr.  KAVANAGH;  a  memorial  of  citizens 
of  the  town  of  Bath,  in  Maine. 

By  Mr.  BAYLIES;  a  memorial  of  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Bristol,  in  Massachusetts. 

By  Mr.  CHOATE;  a  memorial  of  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Lynn,  Massachusetts. 

Said  memorials  were  laid  on  the  table. 
Memorials,  petitions,  resolutions  and  proceed- 
ings, in  favor  of  a.  restoration  of  the  deposite  of 
the  public  money  to  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States, 
were  presented  as  follows,  viz: 

By  Mr.  BRIGGS;  a  memorial  of  farmers,  ma- 
nufacturers ,  mechanics  and  traders  of  the  town 
of  Adams,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  Massa- 
chusetts. 

By  Mr.  EVANS;  a  memorial  of  inhabitant* 
of  Somerworth,  New  Hampshire. 
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By  Mr.  BURGES  ;  a  memorial  of  manufac- 
turers, merchant  traders,  and  other  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Patteison,  N.  J. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  farmers,  manufacturers, 
mechanics  and  laborers,  residing  in  Cumberland 
and  Smithfield   Providence  county,  R.  I. 

Said  memorials  were  laid  on  the  table  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Upon  the  presentation  of  the  petition  by  Mr. 
Burgess,  a  discussion  of  a  local  and  personal 
charade,  ensued  on  the  part  of  that  gentleman 
and  Mr.  Pearce,  his  colleague. 

Mr.  OSGOOD  presented  resolutions  adopted 
at  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Boston,  Mass.  held 
a»  Fanueil  Hall  on  the  14th  of  March,  inst.  ap- 
proving of  the  conduct  of  the  Executive  Gov- 
ernment in  relation  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  opposing  a  restoration  of  the  depo- 
sites  and  recharter  of  said  bank,  which  proceed- 
ings were  laid  on  tfce  table. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  memorial  of  inhabit- 
ants of  the  State  of  Maine,  praying  that  a  law 
may  be  passed,  extending  to  parties  to  actions 
in  the  circuit  courts  arising  under  the  patent 
laws  of  the  United  States,  the  right  to  a  writ  of 
error,  or  an  appeal  10  the  Supreme  Court,  in  all 
cases  where  the  matter  in  dispute,  or  the  sum 
for  which  judgment  is  recovered,  exceeds  five 
hundred  dollars. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  presented  a  memorial  of  inhab- 
itants of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  a  copy  of 
the  mem  rial  just  presented  by  Mr.  Evans  from 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Maine. 

Said  memorials  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciaiy. 

Mr.  EDWARD  EVERETT  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  John  Kutz,  architect,  of  Boston,  praying 
to  be  paid  fo  a  plan  and  estimates  of  a  Custom 
House  proposed  to  be  built  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  drawn  and  prepared  by  him,  under  a  pub- 
lic notice  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ; 
which  plan  and  estimates  have  not  been  returned, 
but  are  believed  to  have  been  destroyed  at  the 
conflagration  of  the  Treasury  buildings  in  March, 
1833;  said  petition  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims. 

Mr.  BAYLIES  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  sta'e  of  Massachusetts, 
instructing  the  Senators  and  requesting  the  Re- 
presentatives of  that  State  in  Congress  to  use 
their  endeavors  to  obtain  an  appropriation  of 
money  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  to  the  free 
navigation  of  Taunton  river;  said  resolution  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  EDWAWD  EVERETT  presented  ape 
tition  of  Nehemiah  Holdcn,  of  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, praying  for  a  pension,  which  was  re« 
fered  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

Mr.  CHOA'I'E  presented  a  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Ellingwood,  praying  to  be  restored  to  the 
pension  roll,  under  the  act  of  May  15th,  1828, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rsvolu  ionary 
Pensions. 

Mr.  CHOATE  presented  a  petition  of  inhab- 
itants of  Sandy  Bay,  Massachusetts,  praying 
that  a  light  house  may  be  erected  on  ilie  north- 
easterly part  of  Stratmouth  Island,  ssid  petition 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 


The  petition  of  inhabitants  of  Gloucester, 
Massachusetts,  for  aid  to  ''the  Lane  Cove  Pier 
Company,"  presented  April  2d,  1832,  was  refer- 
red lothe  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BUR(iES  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
freemen  of  the  town  of  New  Port,  Rhode  Island, 
praying  that  the  deposites  of  the  public  money 
may  be  restored  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  the  said  bank  rray  be  recharter- 
ed;  or  that  another  bank  may  be  incorporated 
to  go  into  operation ,  when  the  charter  of  the 
present  bank  may  expire. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  foregoing  me* 
moral  b<-  laid  on  the  table. 

And  pending  the  question  on  this  motion, 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Fillmore,  that  the 
H  use  do  reconsider  the  vote  on  Saturday  last 
on  the  questi  n,  that  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
David  Kilbourn  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time 

And  pending  the  question  on  this  motion,  the 
House  adjourned.  • 


The  following  Speech  of  Mr.  WILD,  on  the 
deposite  question,  was  delivered  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  on  the  18th  of  March. 

The  order  of  the  day  heing  called,  Mr. 
WILDE  xnress-d  a  wish  to  address  the  House, 
but  said  he  would  j*ive  way,  if  thr  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  \t<a  s 
desired  to  submit  any  observations  on  there- 
port.  Mr.  Polk  not  expressi  g  any  inclination 
to  take  the  floor,  Mr.  WILDE  sent  tue  fol- 
lowing amendment  to  the  Chair:  After  the 
word''  rechartered''  in  the  second  line,  insert, 
"Resolved,  That  the  reasons  assigned  by  the 
Secretary  <-fthe  Treasury,  for  the  removal  of 
the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted Staes  are  unsatisfactory  and  insufficient." 
Mr.  WILDE  then  proceeded.  The  lips  that 
were  opened  to  discuss  this  subject,  when  it 
was  last  before  the  House  for  debate,  were 
now  closed  forever,  in  the  silence  of  the  grave.* 
The  patriot  fell,  where  he  had  ever  stood, 
foremost  in  the  van,  warring  for  the  law  and 
the  Constitution.  It  is  in, life,  as  in  battle.  Our 
companions  drop  by  our  side.  We  close  the 
ranks,  and  hurry  on.  The  eagerness  of  the 
strife  leaves  no  time  for  praise  or  sorrow,  be- 
yond the  brief,  blunt  terms  of  a  soldier's  eulo- 
gy. We  have  lost  an  honest  and  a  gallant  com- 
rade. Peace  to  his  allies!  Honor  to  his  mem- 
ory! Who  would  have  thought  that  so  soon— 
almost  before  his  corpse  was  cold — it  would 
have  been  strode  over  with  impious  and  inde- 
cent haste,  to  attack  the  best  part  of  that  con- 
stitutional liberty  which  had  always  been  his 
idol — freedom  of  debate?  And  under  what 
c  rcumstances  was  urgency  decreed.'  Voted 
he  should  have 'said — it  is  still  voted.  We  have 
not  yet  come  to  the  simple  machine — a  procla- 


*  Referring  to  the  late  Thomas  T.  Bouldin,  of 
Virginia,  who,  while  in  the  actof  addressing  the 
House  on  the  deposite  question,  fell  and  expi- 
red in  his  place  on  the  11th  February,  1834. 
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mation:  ''Silence  is  commanded  on  pain  of  im- 
prisonment" He  meant  to  state  the  historic 
facts.  If  the  "old  Roman's"  course  is  to  b< 
sustained  by  Carthaginian  strategy,  the  reproach 
of  "Punic  faith"  must  be  borne  by  the  centurion 
and  the  legionaries. 

When  the  memorial  of  the  merchants  and 
traders  of  New  York  was  before  the  House,  h» 
intimated  his  apprehension  that  the  legitimate 
but  odious  mens  which  a  majority  can  us>'  t< 
coerce  a  d-  c  sion,  would  be  resorted  to  before 
he  could  be  heard.  The  honorable  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  pledged 
himself,  in  the  face  of  the  House,  that  if  ihe 
gentleman  from  G<-orgia  would  sit  with  him, 
v  ting  against  all  adjournments,  untl  the  de- 
bate could  be  concluded,  no  such  coercive 
means  would  he  used.  He  did  sit  with  the 
gtn<l<-man.  He  did  vote  against  all  adjourn- 
ments. He  voted  against  one,  even  af'er  the 
previous  qoes'ion  was  carried,  when  nicer  cas- 
uists might  say  he  was  absolved  by  law  and 
honor.  But  it  was  not  his  practice  to  special 
plead  upon  his  plighted  word.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say,  or  insinuate,  it  was  the  practice 
ef  any  gentleman  there.  He  did  not  pretend 
to  intimate  there  was  any  concert  between  the 
gen'leman  from  Pennsylvania,  who  called  the 
previous  question,  (Mr  Muhlenberg.)  and  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  o'  Wa\  s  and  Means; 
or  between  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
and  any  other  g  ntleman.  The  success  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  in  obtaining1  the 
floor,  was  doubtless  the  efl'ei  t  of  pure  accident; 
and  bis  calling  the  previous  que-t'on  assuredl) 
equity  so.  But  he  had  reminded  the  gentle- 
man that  there  were  in  that  House,  in  relation 
to  its  proceedings,  certain  customs  and  courte- 
sies, which  are  above  and  beyond  all  law.  It  is 
thrse  which  s  cure  the  floor  to  him  who  is  at- 
tacked, and  give  the  conclusion  to  him  who 
commenced  the  debate.  It  was  these  which 
gave  the  honorable  and  galla  t  gentleman  fion 
Ohio,  with  whom  he  yet  hoped  to  act,  (Mr 
Litlk,)  an  opportunity,  con  rary  to  order,  of 
pouring  forth  a  strain  of  impassioned  eulogium 
and  eloqu  nt  invective  upon  the  presentation 
ol  instructions  fr<m  a  public  meeting;  awd  it  is 
these  which  alwa>s  yield  to  a  young  shap 
shooter  all  fair  advantage  over  his  vetera  i  an- 
tagoni-t.  The^e  entitled  kirn  to  the  floor,  after 
the  pledge  alluded  o,  by  a  rght  which  he  had 
never  seen  violat-  d  until  theii.  Independent 
of  this  pledges  he  was  not  entirely  without 
claims  on  the  courtesy  of  the  gen'1-man  from 
Tennes  ee,  (Mr.  Polk.)  Like  himself,  be  wa 
an  old  member  of  this  House.  He  h<d  bi-en 
for  some  time  a  member  of  the  same  commi'iee 
On  subjects  of  finance  and  currency  his  exper  - 
ence  was  little  less  than  that  gentleman's.  Bu 
he  insisted  on  none  of  these  claims,  which  otht-r 
gentlemen  possessed  in  a  far  more  eminent  de- 
gree than  himself-  He  rested  upon  the  |. ledge, 
and  upon  the  pledge  alone;  and  the  pledge  In 
did  insist  entitled  him  to  the  honorab'e  gentle- 
man's aid.  He  should  be  told,  perhaps,  t^at 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  no  power 
over  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania   or  his 


friends,  to  induce  him  to  withdraw,  or  them  to 
refuse,  the  previous  question .  It  might  be  so. 
But  did  he  attempt  it.  Two  votes  with  his  own 
would  have  been  sufficient.  He  might  be  told , 
that  a  promise  that  the  previous  question  should 
not  be  called,  meant  only  that  the  gentleman 
promising  would  not  call  it,  and  that  the  major 
nromis-  not  to  call,  does  not  include  the  minor 
promise  not  to  vote.  This  may  be.  He  had 
ntimated  he  was  no  casuist.  But  the  gentle- 
i  an  and  his  friends  know  how  he  construed 
the  promise.  If  he  was  deceiving  himself  by 
relying  on  it,  why  did  they  not  undeceive  him? 
He  relied  on  the  assurance  of  the  gemleman 
from  Tennessee,  in  despite  of  all  auguries; 
th'  ugh  the  signs  might  have  jus'ified  a  little  in- 
credul'ry.  \  vo'ce  had  been  heard  from  the 
<>racle  of  Jupiter.  Unclean  birds,  of  evil  omen, 
hovered  about  this  House,  whett  ng  their  beaks 
a>.d  talons,  as  ever  on  the  eve  of  conflict. — 
Whence  come  they,  and  what  do  they  here  at 
such  a  time?  Will  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Waiid,)  answer  my  question  as  I 
answered  his'  Despite  these  indications,  I  re- 
lied on  the  assurances  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee.  But  the  Call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  sustaint  d,  the  gentleman  himself  vo- 
ting FOR  IT. 

Sir,  continued  Mr.  W.,  I  am  not  reflecting  on 
the  decision  of  the  House,  or  impugning  the  mo- 
tives of  the  gentleman  from  Tenness  e.  Mine 
is  not  the  language  either  of  resentment  or  com- 
plaint; I  speak  to  the  facts;  and  truth,  I  hope  may 
yet  be  told  here.  The  gentleman  and  his  friends 
enjoyed  a  triumph.  It  was  all  fair — quite  fair — 
in  politics,  wher^  in  every  calculation,  the  princi- 
ple, as  we  read,  is  sobordinate  to  the  interest.  It 
was  an  excellent  joke  to  hear  me  petitioning  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  who  deals  so  ca- 
valierly wilh  petitions  and  petitioners,  and  I 
ought  to  be  the  first  to  laugh  at  it.  It  was  "  a 
delicate  stratagem,"  to  make  me  deceive  myself. 
The  gentleman  and  his  friends  are  not  to  blame. 
They  merely  interpreted  an  equivocal  expression 
in  their  own  favor.  Be  it  so.  I  am  the  dupe. 
But  what  are  the  gentlemen?  I  do  not  answer 
that  question.  I  leave  the  chasm  to  be  filled  by 
truth  and  justice.  By  justice  the  mother 
and  the  queen  of  virtues,  and  by  truth,  the 
only  daughter  of  time,  t»at  will  survive  her  pa- 
rent They  will  complete  the  inscription.  Sir, 
my  allusion  to  this  topic  is  in  no  evil  spirit.  It 
is  dictated  by  higher  feelings  than  mortification 
or  resentment,  I  desire  to  embalm  it  for  the  sake 
(and  as  I  must  not  speak  of  morality  myself,  I 
will  use  executive  language)  of  "  a  great  moral 
principle."  Every  cause  must  be  supported  as 
it  was  commenced.  Honor  can  be  sustained  but 
by  honor;  truth  by  truth;  usurpation  by  tyranny, 
and  perfidy  by  stratagem. 

When  the  Pr<  sideut  and  his  Secretary  viola- 
ted the  public  fail  h,  they  lent  the  sanction  of  their 
great  names  to  the  breach  of  every  private 
pledge.  Hero  c  examples  find  favor  in  high 
places;  and  those  who  follow  the  fortunes,  adopt 
the  maxims  and  the  principles  of  Casar. 
"  Hi  violandum  est  jus,  regnandi  gratia 
Violandum  est." 
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The  condition  of  our  country  at  this  moment 
is  anomalous,  and  presents  a  series  of  apparent 
paradoxes.  In  the  midst  of  abundance,  we  hear 
constantly  of  distress.  With  an  overflowing 
Treasury,  our  credit  is  impaired;  our  national 
debt  is  paid,  and  our  taxes  diminished,  yet  it  is 
feared  our  duty  bonds  cannot  be  collected.  We 
have  thirteen  millions  of  inhabitants,  one  hund- 
red millions  of  imports,  the  richest  soil,  the  most 
enterprising  people,  the  greatest  variety  of  cli- 
mate and  products,  the  cheapest  Government, 
and  the  lightest  burdens,  of  any  nation  on  earth; 
and  we  have  before  us  numerous  and  heavy 
bankruptcies;  the  prospect  of  a  suspension  of 
specie  payments;  a  depreciated  currency,  vary- 
ing from  week  to  week,  and  from  bank  to  bank; 
and  a  fluctuation  in  our  domestic  exchanges, 
imposing  on  the  people,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
banks  and  brokers,  a  tax  as  heavy  as  that  which 
they  pay  for  the  support  of  Government.  The 
means  by  which  this  has  been  brought  about, 
are  not  less  extraordinary  than  the  state  of  things 
itself.  The  theory  of  our  Government  probably 
contemplated  a  metallic  currency,and  in  praclice 
we  have  nothing  but  paper.  The  States  are 
strictly  forbidden  by  the  Constitution  to  issue  pa- 
per money;  yet  the  power  which  they  cannot  ex- 
ercise themselves,  they  have  been  permitted  to 
impart  to  others.  Nothing  but  our  own  coin, 
and  Spanish  milled  dollars,  and  parts  of  dollars, 
are  legal  tender;  there  is  none  of  either  in  circula- 
tion, and  while  the  payments  made  by  indivi- 
duals to  banks  and  individuals  are  certainly  not 
less  than  one  thousand  five  hundred  millions  an- 
nually, we  have  not  five  millions  of  coin,  which 
is  a  legal  tender,  in  the  country,  and  not  more 
than  thirty  millions  of  coin  of  any  kind.  No  in- 
dividual is  permitted  to  set  up  a  mint,  but  every 
one  is  allowed  to  set  up  a  bank.  To  debase  the 
coin  is  felony;  to  debase  the  currency  is  only 
banking.  With  an  annual  production  of  gold 
from  our  own  mines,  of  more  than  a  million, 
which  will  soon  be  two  millions,  we  have  not  a 
gold  coin  in  circulation;  gold  is  undervalued  by 
our  laws  at  least  four  per  cent,  and  we  pay  an- 
nually twenty  thousand  dollars  for  coining  gold, 
which  is  instantly  exported.  The  power  of  re- 
gulating the  coin  has  been  strictly  secured  to 
Congress;  the  power  of  regulating  the  currency 
has  been  carelessly  abandoned  to  the  States.  The 
mode  in  which  the  States  have  exercised  this 
power,  assumed  by  them  as  derelict,  is  by  char 
tering  four  hundred  and  fifty  banks,  which  havs 
a  circulation  of  seventy  millions,  with  ten  mil- 
lions of  specie,  and  who  could  not  pay,  in  coin, 
above  one  fifth  part  of  their  private  deposites, 
which  they  are  liable  to  be  called  on  for  at  any 
moment. 

The  only  practical  and  operative  power,  how- 
ever inadequate,check,  on  over  issues  by  the  State 
banks,  is  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which 
"the  Government,"  though  interested  in  the 
currency  to  the  extent  of  its  revenue  and  expendi- 
tures, is  laboring  to  destroy. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  said  to  be 
unconstitutional;  and,  as  we  cannot,  without 
such  a  bank,  collect  the  taxes  in  a  uniform  cur 
rency,  unless  we  make  them  payable  in  specie, 


we  propose,  not  to  recharter  the  bank,  not  to  col- 
lect the  taxes  in  coin,  but  to  employ  the  State 
banks  to  receive  them  in  a  currency  which  will 
certainly  be  of  unequal  value.  That  is,  we  are 
to  avoid  a  doubtful  construction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion by  taking  a  wrong  one.  The  experience, 
in  the  teeth  of  which  we  propose  to  commit  all 
this  folly,  is  not  less  wonderful. 

During  the  war  of  the  revolution,  Congress 
issued  about  360  millions  of  paper.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  it  was  not  worth  one  cent.  How 
much  the  States  issued,  there  is  no  means  within 
my  power  of  knowing.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say 
that  the  people  must  have  been  taxed  several 
hundred  millions  in  the  seven  years.  This  evil 
suggested  the  prohibition  of  paper  money  in  the 
Constitution.  Yet,  in  1815,  we  had  nothing  else. 
Specie  payments  were  restored,  after  three  or 
four  years  of  immense  suffering  and  sacrifices, 
by  the  exertions  of  Congress  and  the  Treasury, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  1834  we  are  laboring  to 
suspend  them  again. 

During  the  existence  of  the  first  Bank  of  the 
United  States  we  had  a  sound  currency,  uniform 
taxation,  and  stable  exchanges.  We  destroyed 
that  bank;  our  currency  became  deranged, 
taxation  unequal,  depreciation  immense,  ex- 
change fluctuating.  We  recreated  the  bank; 
the  currency  improved,  specie  payments  were 
resumed,  the  duties  were  collected  in  money  of 
uniform  value,  depreciation  ceased,  exchange 
became  stable,and  the  average  expense  of  trans- 
porting 250  millions  over  this  immense  conti- 
nent, was  reduced  to  J  of  one  per  cent. 

A  id  we  now  propose  to  destroy  the  bank, 
providing  no  substitute,  and  are  gravely  and 
confidently  assured  that  not  one  of  those  things 
which  happen  before  will  happen  again.  In 
running  the  course  of  folly,  nothing  lesss,  it 
seems,  will  satisfy  us,  than  the  four  mile 
hsats. 

This  gives  rise  to  two  reflections. 

First,  That  there  are  two  kinds  of  prophets 
who  do  very  little  good.  One  that  always  tell  the 
truth,  but  are  never  believed;  the  other  that  are 
always  believed,  but  never  tell  the  truth. 

Second.  That  between  those  who  will  learn 
nothing  from  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors,  and 
those  who  will  believed  nothing  wise  but  what 
our  ancestors  learned,  a  great  deal  of  folly  is 
perpetuated  in  the  world. 

Astonishing  as  our  conclusions  are,  the  pro- 
cess of  arriving  at  them  is  no  less  surprising. 
Every  body  will  agree  that  the  injunction  of  the 
Constitution  is  imperative.  Duties,  imposts, 
and  excises  must  be  uniform  throughout  the 
United  States.  To  be  uniform,  they  must  be 
collected  in  a  medium  of  equal  value.  If  they 
cannot  be  collected  in  any  medium  of  uniform 
value  except  United  States  Bank  notes,  or  gold 
and  silver  coin,  it  is  our  duty  to  collect  them  in 
gold  and  silver  coin,  or  in  United  States  Bank 
notes.  No  one  proposes  to  collect  in  coin,  be« 
cause  it  is  manifestly  impossible .  And  we  in- 
tend to  destroy  United  States  Bank  notes  be? 
cause  they  are  unconstitutional.  That  is  to  say 
a  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  may  be  a  useful 
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and  convenient  means  of  executing  a  constitu- 
tional purpose — the  uniformity  of  taxation;  but 
we  are  not  to  execute  th>t  constitutional  pur- 
pose by  means  of  a  bank,  because  there  are 
other  means,  through  which,  by  possibility,  it 
may  be  executed,  though  they  never  yet  have 
executed  It. 

This  is  the  chain  of  argument.  The  revenue 
may  T»e  collected  in  specie;  ergo,  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  is  unnecessary  to  the  uniformi- 
ty of  taxation.  Not  being  necessary  it  is  uncon- 
stitutional, :and  must  be  destroyed.  Being  sa- 
crificed, we  must,  from  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  employ  the  State  banks  to  collect  the  re 
■venue.  When  the  State  banks  are  employed, 
its  collection  in  specie  becomes  impossible. — 
When  it  is  impossible  to  collect  it  in  specie,  it 
must  be  collected  in  something:  that  something 
is  State  bank  notes.  When  it  is  collected  in 
State  bank  notes,  it  is  impossible  they  should 
foe  of  equal  value.  When  the  medium  in  which 
taxes  are  collected  is  not  of  equal  value,  the 
taxes  themselves  cease  to  be  uniform. 

Thus,  then,  we  are  to  give  up  a  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  the  possibility  of  collecting  >the 
revenue  in  specie;  the  possibility  of  collecting 
the  revenue  in  specie  to  the  exigency  of  employ- 
ing State  banks;  and,  finally,  the  uniformity  of 
taxation  to  the  necessity  of  receiving  our  taxes 
in  tow  el  king. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  test  only  three  ©f  the 
links  of  this  chain  If  they  will  not  bear  the 
-tension,  it  is  evident  the  whole  are  worthless. 

1st.  The  revenue  may  be<collected  in  specie. 
;ls  this  true?  Has  any  one  proposed  to  collect  it 
in  specie?  Does  any  one  believe  it  can  be  col- 
lected? ¥ou  have,altogether,  80  or  90  millions 
of  bank  notes,  and,  exclusive  of  the  specie  in 
the  banks,  not  exceeding  10  millions  in  coin. 
How  are  you  to  pay  in  coin  15  or  20  millions  of 
taxes? 

2d.  The  State  banks  may  'be  employed,  and 
jet  the  revenue  collected  in  specie.  Does  any 
one  believe  this?  'Can  the  banks,  as  agents  for 
the  Government,  exact  from  individuals,  specie 
•for  duty  bonds,  without  paying  specie  for  their 
own  notes?  Can  they  receive  their  own  notes 
from  the  merchants,  and  pay  coin  to  the  Gov- 
-ernment?  When  the  merchants  bring  forward 
their  notes  and  demand  coin  to  pay  the  Govern- 
ment, can  the  State  banks  meet  the  demand? 
With  70  millions  of  paper,  and  about  10  mil- 


lions of  specie,  how  long  can  they  maintain 
specie  payments  ?  and  with  10  millions  of  coin 
at  the  utmost,  how  can  they  furnish  specie  to 
pay  15  or  20  millions  of  taxes? 

3d.  But  the  revenue  may  be  collected  in 
State  bank  notes,  and  yet  the  uniformity  of  tax- 
ation be  preserved,  because  these  notes  will  be 
of  equal  value. 

Is  there  any  one  who  retains  .enough  of  credu- 
lity of  (the  nursery  to  believe  this?  Have  we 
forgotten  the  lessons  of  "15,  '16,  '17?  Are  there 
not  a  million  or  two  of  ''unavailable  funds" 
left  from  our  last  experiment  upon  the  equal 
value  of  State  bank  notes?  Do  not  the  favored 
banks  already  refuse  each  other's  paper?  Is 
not  the  inequality  of  exchange  already  re-ap- 
pearing? 

Will  th*  House  permit  me  to  read  a  few  ex- 
tracts  from  an  official  paper.  It  is  from  that 
part  of  Mr.  Dallas'  report  of  the  3d  December, 
1816,  entitled. 

"II.  A  view  of  the  fiscal  Measures  during  1816. 

In  various  communications  from  this  de- 
partment to  Congress,  the  injurious  effects  of 
the  suspension  of  payments  in  coin,  upon  the 
administration  of  the  finances,  have  been  anxi- 
ously represented.  For  the  immediate  object 
of  the  present  statement  it  is  proper  to  repeat 
some  of  them. 

1.  Th«  Treasury  has  been  compelled  to  ac- 
cept the  payment  of  duties  and  taxes  in  the 
local  currency  of  the  respective  places  of  pay- 
ment. 

The  comparative  value  of  the  local  currencies 
appeared,  in  some  degree,  to  render  this  course 
of  payment  unequal;  but  the  alternative  was 
either  to  adopt  it,  or  to  abandon  the  hope  of 
collecting  the  revenue  in  any  convertible  me- 
dium, for  satisfying  the  public  engagemeuts. 
The  rule  was,  therefore,  declared  that  the  Trea- 
sury would  receive  and  pay,  in  the  notes  of 
banks  circulating  at  p«r,  at  the  respective  places 
of  receiving  and  paying.  For  a  time,  the  test 
of  the  fact,  that  the  notes  did  circulate  at  par, 
was  the  agreement  of  the  banks  employed  as 
the  depositories  of  the  revenue,  to  credit  them 
as  cash  in  the  Treasurer's  accounts.  But  when 
the  principal  banks  withdrew  that  ace  immoda- 
tion,  and  refused  to  credit  as  cash  any  bank 
notes  but  those  which  they  had  themselves  res- 
pectively issued,  the  fact  of  the  circulation  at 
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par  was  necessarily  left  to  its  own  notoriety,  and  the  complexity  inevitably  arising  from  the  various; 
to  the  official  responsibility  of  the  collectors.  Few  kinds  of  paper  in  circulation  as  money,  upon 
notes,  except  the  notes  of  the  local  banks,  con-  tsome  of  which  minute  calculations  were  required, 
tinued  to  circulate   at   par;  and  such  as   did  so  Generally  speaking,  the  Treasury  has  with  each 


circulate  were  received  by  the  banks  upon  spe- 
cial deposite,  for  safe  keeping';  constituted  a 
■discredited  fund,  upon  wtsich  the  Treasurer 
could  only  occasionally  draw. 

The  operation  of  this  measure  was  undoubted- 
ly severe  in  many  of  the  collection  districts;  par 
ticularly  in  the  States  where  the  banks,  prepa- 
riigfor  the  resumption  of  coin  payments,  had  so 
reduced  the  issues  of  their  paper,  as  to  render  the 
circulating  amount  insufficient  for  the  demand. 
But  it  was  not.  in  the  power  of  the  Treasury  to 
dispense  with  the  general  rule.  If  notes  not 
circulating  at  par  had  been  received  in  one  dis- 
trict, they  must  have  been  received  in  every  dis- 
trict; and  there  existed  no  mode  of  discriminatin 


bank  four  accounts 

An  account  of  cash,  meaning"  (in  the  absence 
of  coin)  the  local  currency. 

An  account  of  special  deposites  of  bank  notes, 
being  notes  issued  by  banks,  other  than  the  de- 
pository. 

An  account  of  special  deposites  of  Treasury 
notes,  bearing  interest. 

An  account  of  deposites  of  small  Treasury 
notes,  not  bearing  interest. 

Owing  to  this  untoward  condition  of  the  ma- 
chinery for  the  collection,  custody,  and  distribu- 
tion of  the  revenue;  to  the  great  extension  of  the 
business  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  to 
several  accidental  causes;  the  punctual  statement 
and  seitlement  of  the  Treasurer's  accounts  have 


between  notes  to  be  received  and  notes  to  be  re- 
jected, either  as   to   the  bank,  or   the  place   at 'not  been  found  practicable." 
which  they  were  issued.     The  inevitable  cense- 1     *  •  *  *  * 

quence  must  have  been,  thatthe  duties  and  taxes  j  The  successive  attempts  made  by  this  depart- 
would  every  where  be  paid  in  the  most  deprecia-  ment  to  relieve  the  administration  of  the  finances 
ted  paper;  and  that  the  medium,  thus  received,  from  its  embarrassments,  have  been  ineffet  tual. 
could  never  be  employed  to  discharge  the  de- j  "There  was  no  magic  in  a  mere  Treasury 
mands  upon  the  Treasury  even  at  the  places  of  jinstrurtion  in  the  collectors  of  the  revenue, 
receiving  it      I  he  revenue  would  accumulate  in  which  could,  by  its  own  virtue,  charm  gold  and 


the  Treasury,  only  to  perish  there;  while  the  ex- 
pedient of  substituting  Treasury  notes  to  meet 
the  public  engagements  led  to  an  indefinite  aug- 
mentation of  the  national  debt." — pp.  6,  7, 
and  8, 

And  again,  pp.  9  and  10. 

"  3.  The  Treasury  has  been  involved  in  the 
difficult  and  delicate  task  of  designating  the  me- 
dium, in  which  the  warrants  drawn  by  the  heads 
of  Departments  should  be  respectively  paid. 

The  revenue  is  collected  th'  oughout  the  Union, 
but  the  amount  of  the  coirection  is  very  different 
indifferent  places;  and  it  has  happened,  not  un- 
freqiie?itly,  that  the  demand  for  payment  was  the 
greatest  when  the  means  of  payment  were  the 
least. 

4.  The  Treasury   has  been   compelled  to  in 
crease  the  number,    and    extend   the    range   of 
banks  employed  as  the  depositories  of  the  public 
revenue,  with  consequences  unavoidably  incon- 
venient and  injurious. 

As  soon  as  the  differences  of  the  current  value 
of  bank  notes  were  introduced,  and  particularly 
when,  one  bank  refused  to  credit,  as  cash,  a  de- 
posite ot  the  notes  of  another,  the  Treasury  was 
driven  to  a  choice  of  expedients;  that  is,  either 
to  take  the  hazard  of  the  accumulation  of  masses 
of  revenue  in  the  hands  of  the  individual  collec- 
tors and  receivers,  or  to  recognise,  as  places  ol 
deposite,  the  banks  (being,  however,  banks  oi 
unquestioned  solidity,)  established  in  t  e  districts 
which  were  most  affected  by  the  course  of  ex- 
changes. Many  powerful  reasons  led  to  an 
adoption  of  ihe  latter  measure;  instructions  were 
issued  to  the  collectors  and  receivers  to  act  ac- 
cordingly; and  the  number  of  banks  thus  neces- 
sarily employed  by  the> Treasury,  from  Maine  to 
Louisiana,  may  be  stated  at  ninety-four. 

To  the  inconveniences  incident  to  this  mul- 
tiplication of  the  places  of  deposite,  was  added 


silver  again  into  circula'ion.  The  people,  in- 
dividually, did  not  possess  a  metallic  medium, 
and  duld  not  be  expected  to  procure  it, 
throughout  the  country,  as  well  as  in  the  cities, 
by  any  exertion,  unaided  by  the  banks.  And 
the  banks,  too  timid,  or  too  interest*  d,  declined 
every  overture  to  a  co-operation  for  reinstating- 
he  Lwful  currency.  Inthis  state  of  things, 'the 
Treasury,  nay,  tie  Legislature,  remained  pas- 
sive. The  power  of  coerch.g  the  banks  was 
limited  to  the  rejection  of  their  notes  in  the 
payment  of  duties  and  taxes,  and  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  their  agency  in  the  custo  !y  and  distri- 
bution of  the  revenue;  bit'  the  exercise  of  that 
power  would  not  generate  a  coin  currency,  al- 
though it  would  certainly  act  oppressively  tipon 
tiie  people,  and  put  at  hazard  every  sum  of  mo- 
ney which  was  due  the  Government.  Until, 
therefore,  a  substitute  was  provided  for  the  pa- 
per of  the  batikf),  it  would  have  been  a  meavure 
of  useless  and  impel  tic  severity  towards  the 
community,  to  insist  that  all  contriou'ions  to  the 
expenses  61  the  Government  should  be  paid  in 
a  medium,  which,  it  is  repeated,  the  community 
did  not  possess,  and  could  not  procure." 
•  *  *  *  * 

"The  result  of  the  proceedings  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress  ha-  jus!  ified  the  opinion, 
and  real  zed  ihe  hope,  winch  were  formed.  The 
establishment  of  the  B;wik  of  the  United  States 
will  open  the  soinces  of  an  uniform  currency, 
independent  ot  the  State  b  nks;  and  as  the  peo- 
ple w  II  be  thus  supplied  witii  a  medium  which 
can  be  used  for  ev-.  ry  public  and  private  pur- 
pose, tlu-  peremptory  requisition  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  Coi  gres-,  for  the  collection  of  the  reve- 
nue in  the  lawful  m.-n  y  of  H>e  United  States, 
•  Iter  the  20  h  of  February,  1817,  becomes,  at 
once,  just,  politic,  am1  practicable. 

"  As  soon  as  it  appeared,  upon  a  reasonable 
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caloda  ion,  thai  the  subscription  to  the  capital 
•of  the  Bank  of  tne  Unit<  d  States  \»o«ld  be  filled, 
a  proposition  was  offered  to  the  considerat  o  i 
of  the  State  bank*,  for  commencing  the  pay- 
ments of  small  sums  in  coin  on  the  1st  of  Oc 
tober  next,  upon  the  principles,  which,  with 
the  approbation  of  all  the  members  of  the- ad- 
ministration, weresta'ed  in  the  report  made  to 
the  President  on  the  24th  nf  June,  1816  The 
terms  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  seemed,  in- 
deed, 1 1  require,  from  the  Tieaswry  Depart 
ment,  an  effort  to  facilitate  the  restoration  of 
the  lawfol  currency,  even  before  the  20th  of 
February,  1817;  :>nd,  short  of  a  general  re' urn 
to  that  currency,  nothing  was  thonghtmore  like- 
ly to  be  iicceptable  ant  us-ful  than  the  propo- 
sition in  question.  But  the  effort  has  failed. 
The  State  banks,  with  few  exceptions,  have 
deemed  a  partial  resumption  of  coin  payments 


by  tlie  committee  of  the  Senate  at  9,000.  Tue 
amount  received  during  that  period  was  $230,- 
068,855.  This  sum  was  collected  at  various 
points  of  this  widely  extended  country.  I»  ha* 
been  disbursed  at  other  points,  thousands  of 
miles  distant,  and  yet  it  I'S*  been  collected,  re- 
mitted, and  disbursed  without  the  loss  of  a  sin* 
gle  doll  ir."— f  Report  of/he  Committer  on  Finance 
to  the  Senate,   March  29,  1830.] 

The  loss  sustained  by  the  Unied  States  from 
broken  banks  alone,  between  1814  and  1819, 
exceeds  a  million.  The  receipts  into  the  Trea- 
sury during  these  five  years  were  $198,000,000 
were  received  fro  n  loans  and  Treasury  notes, 
and  93,000  000  from  customs,  upon  none  of 
wlvch  was  there  any  loss.  The  whole  amount 
of  loss,  then,  accrued  on  the  collection  of  $  <6,- 
U00,000,  received  G'om  the  public  lands,  inter- 
nal revenue,  direct  t  .xes,    and  incidental  re- 


inexpedient?  and  the  banks  of  the  Middle  States,  jceipts.  We  lost,  then,  during  those  ten  years, 
{New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland,)  have  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  the  revenue  accruing 
intimated  that  the  1st  of  July,  1817,  will  be  the  from  those  sources. 

proper  ptrol  for  resuming  the  banking  opera-  This,  however,  forms  but  a  very  small  item 
lions  cm  the  basis  of  a  metallic  capital.  iin  the  loss  of  the  Government.     If  all  that  was 

'The  rejection  of  the  Treasury  proposition, lost  by  the  extravagant  price  paid  for  loans,  by 
is  regretted.  Upon  principle,  there  is  no  good 'the  sale  of  Treasury  notes  at  a  discount,  and 
rea.-on  why  a  debtor  should  not  pay   a   part    of  j by  the  premium  paid  on  exchanges,  or  the  in- 


tii*  debts,  although  he  cannot  pay  the  whole  ; 
nor  why  he  should  refuse  to  pay  his  small 
debts,  because  he  cannot  pay  the  large.  Upon 
experience,  banker  (for  instance,  at  tiiis  epoch, 
the  Bank  of  England.)  hive  been  in  the  pric- 
tice  of  paying  coin  for  thei:'  notes  of  a  low  de- 
nomination, while  they  refused  that  kind  of 
payment  for  notes  of  a  high  denomination.  And 
upo  i  po'icy,  it  is  clear,  that  the  payment  ul 
small  no'e*  in  coin  would  soon  beget  confidence 
in  bank  p*per  of  any  amount;  and,  consequent 
ly,  render  a  general  payment  in  coin  easy  and 
safe. 

"The  quantity  of  small  notes  abroad;  the  pro- 
babdi'y  uf  a  run  through  that  medium,  upon  the 
hanks;  and  all  the  terrors  which  bankers  and 
brokers  may  feel  or  ima^in-,  will  furnish  no 
argument  against  the  proposition,  for  a  partial 
resumption  of  coin  payments,  at  this  tim  , 
which  will  not  be  rr.oe  forc.ble  against  a  gene 


terest  allowed  for  advances  of  current  money, 
the  loss  wi>uld  be  swelled  to  many  millions. 

Still  the  loss  to  the  Government  sinks  into 
utter  insignificance  compared  with  that  to  indi- 
viduals. During  the  years  '15  and  '16,  the  ex- 
change between  our  different  c.ties  varied  from 
b  to  25  per  cent,  the  ordinary  premium  for 
specie  being  from  10  to  20  per  cent.  Tne 
amount  of  our  domestic  exchanges  may  even 
then  be  estimate  I  a  not  less  than  $2u0,00u,000 
per  annum ;  they  are  no*  much  more.  If  we 
estimate  the  difference  of  exchange  paid  on 
these  $200,000,000  at  only  5  per  cent,  on  an 
average,  the  industrious  classes  were  taxed  an- 
nually ten  millions,  for  the  benefit  of  b  nks  and 
brokers,  on  their  domestic  exchanges  ! 

The  excellence  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  as  latterly  conducted,  consists  in  the  fa- 
cility aid  stability  it  has  given  to  domestic  a 
ehansres.     The  transfer  of  funds  from  place  to 


ral  resumption,  at  all  times.  But  it  is  impossi-l  place,  for  the  purposes  of  the  public. expendi- 
ble to  pass  from  disease  to  health  without  sum'  tture,  are  as  noth'ng  compared  with  those  de- 
suffenng;  and  the  banks  cannot  exp  ct  to  re- 1  manded  by  the  exigencies  of  commerce-  The 
cover  from  the  disorders  of  the  prrseiit  banking  burden  of  transmitting  the  public  money  under 
S)  stem  without  encountering  risks  and   impair- 1  a  system  of  unequal  exchanges  would  seem  to 


ing  profits.  The  rejection  of  the  proposition 
has,  however,  constrained  the  Treasury  to  limit 
its  exertions  to  pre;, ara'ory  arrangements,  for 
the  general  collection  of  tic  revenue  in  the 
lawful  currency,  after  the  day  prescribed  bj 
the  Legislature." 

Such  was  the.  s'ate  of  things  in  1816,  bef.r. 
the  present  Bank  ol  t  ie  United  States  went  ii.fci 
operati  n.  How  has  it  been  since,  according 
to  evidence  equally  authentic? 

For  ten  years  preceding  1830,  the  revenue  of 
the  U  iiteil  States  was  collected  throng  i  34^ 
custom-houses,  42  land  offices.  8,400  boat  offi- 
ces, 134  receivers  of  internal  revenue,  37  mar- 
shals, and  3i  clerk.-.  The  aggregate  of  per. 
sons  employed  in  the  collection  was  co  iputed 


be  much  less  than  the  advantage,  in  the  shape 
of  premiums,  to  be  derived  from  such  ex- 
changes on  the  remittances  of  commerce.  But 
the  people  would  have  a  just  right  to  complain, 
if  the  institution  sacrificed  their  interests  to 
its  own,  by  levying  a  tax  on  their  exchanges 
be.vond  the  fair  equivalent  for  interest,  trouble, 
postage,  and  insurance.  Under  a  judicious 
course  of  policy,  therefore,  domestic  exchange 
has  latterly  been  equalized.  The  remittances 
of  commerce  are  made  subservient  to  the  trans- 
mission of  the  public  funds  the  depositee  of 
the  public  funds  have,  in  their  turn,  furnished 
the  means  of  extending  greater  facilities  to 
commerce  ;  while  the  public,  in  the  sum  origi- 
nally paid,  and  in  the  duties  subsequently  per- 
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formed  by  the  bank,  received  ample  compensa- 
tion for  the  privileges  bestowed  on  it. 

The  loss  sustained  on  their  domestic  ex- 
hanges  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  in 
the  years  1814,  '15,  '16,  '17,  and  '18,  though 
the  greatest,  is  far  from  being  the  only  one. — 
Between  1811  and  1830,  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  banks  failed,  the  greater  part  of  them  be- 
tween 1811  and  1820.  The  loss  arising  from 
that  cause  cannot  be  less  than  10  or  $15,- 
000,000. 

But  it  will  be  said  the  state  of  the  banks  now 
is  not  like  their  state  in  1816.  No  ;  their  pre- 
sent condition  is  even  worse. 

In  1815,  two  hundred  and  forty-six  State- 
banks,  with  a  paper  circulation  of  sixty-eight 
millions,  had  nineteen  millions  of  specie. — [  Mr. 
Gallatn,  p.  45.]  In  1832,  actual  returns  fri.m 
two  hundred  and  eighty  State  banks  show  about 
forty  millions  of  paper  for  eight  millions  of 
specie ;  and,  calculating  the  remaining  one 
hundred  and  seventy  banks  on  the  same  basis, 
the  whole  four  hundred  and  fifty  banks  had  a 
circulation  of  about  sixty-four  millions  for 
twelve  millions  of  specie. 

The  issues  of  the  State  banks  in  1816  were 
only  about  3£  for  1  ;  in  1832  they   were  up- 
wards of  5   for  1  ;  an  I  in   1 833   they  were  at 
Jeast  6,  and,    most  probably,  7   for  1 :  and  so, 
no  doubt  continue  at  the  present  moment. 

Mr.  Wilpe  said  he  did  not  mean  to  utte- 
any  thing  to  the  injury  or  discredit  of  the  State 
banks — any  thing  to  increase  the  panic  and  dis- 
tress. Those  institutions,  he  dared  say,  are 
mostly  sound,  in  the  usual  sense  of  the  word  ; 
that  is,  if  they  can  collect  any  thing  near  the 
amount  due  them,  they  can  pay  all  they  owe. 
But  if  the  want  of  confidence  continues,  and 
the  necessity  of  still  further  reducing  the  cur- 
rency or  suspending  specie  payments  occurs, 
they  must  choose  between  stopping  payment 
themselves,  and  breaking  all  their  customers. 
Which  will  they  prefer  ?  Not  the  latter,  cer- 
tainly ;  for,  if  they  break  all  their  customers, 
must  they  not  at  last  be  bankrupt  ?  Accord- 
ingly, we  have  it  hinted,  in  a  certain  great 
State,  that  as  they  have  "enlisted  during  tue 
war,"  it  would  be  patriotic  to  stop  payment  till 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  destroyed. 
Most  disinterested  patriots!  The  power  to 
coin  money  and  regulate  the  value  of  money  is 
among  the  undoubted  powers  of  Congress.  Is 
not  the  value  of  money  affected  not  only  by 
every  piece  of  metal  coined,  but  by  every  bank 
bill  issued  ?  And  can  the  value  of  money  be 
regulated,  without  regulating  the  paper  as  well 
as  the  coin!  I  throw  this  out  for  reflection. 
For  the  present,  in  respect  to  it,  I  affirm  and 
deny  nothing.  But  I  will  ask  one  question. 
For  what  purpose  is  the  exclusion  of  five  and 
ten  dollar  bank  notes  to  be  effected  ?  W  hy  is 
the  paper  of  banks  issuing  them  to  be  refused 
in  payment  of  duties  ?  Is  it  not  to  regulate,  the 
currency-  indirectly,  indeed,  through  the  col- 
lection of  the  revenue,  but  still  to  regulate  it? 
And,  if  Congress  have  no  power  ioreguLte  any 
thing  but  the  coin,  what  becomes  of  the  Presi- 


dent,  and^the  Secretary,  and  the  committee's 
project  ? 

But  I  do  not  propose  entering  into  the  ques- 
tion of  the  constitutionality  of  the  Bank  of"  the 
United  States  at  this  time.  It  would  lead  me 
far  beyond  the  limits  I  have  assigned  to  myself. 
All  I  propose  to  say  at  present  is,  that  State 
banks  effectually  subvert  the  design  of  the  foun- 
ders of  the  Constitution,  supposing  that  design 
to  be  a  specie  cutreney;  that,  during. their  exis- 
tence, it  is  impracticable  to  collect  the  revenue 
in  a  medium  of  uniform  value  without  a  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  If  we  intend  to  return  to 
a  specie  currency,  we  must  begin,  not  by  de- 
stroying the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  but  by 
limiting  the  issues  of  all  banks. 

The  means  of  maintaining  a  circulation  en- 
tirely metallic,  are  indicated  by  two  plain  pro- 
positions. 

1 .  The  industry  of  every  people  will  procure 
them  the  quantity  of  the  precious  metals  which 
is  necessary  to  facilitate  their  exchanges;  and 
of  this  quantity  they  cannot  be  deprived,  ex- 
cept by  the  issue  of  a  paper  cutreney. 

2.  Coin  and  paper  will  not  circulate  together 
simultaneously  and  currently  for  the  same  pur- 
poses of  payment.  The  largest  denomination 
of  coin  must  always  be  smaller  than  the  small- 
est note. 

I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  the  reason 
for  this  stated  in  the  terms  in  which  it  has  pre- 
sented itself  to  my  mind.  The  precious  metals 
are  the  representatives  of  just  the  amount  of 
capital  and  labor  required  to  raise  the  ore, 
smelt,  refine,  prepare  and  stamp  it,  including, 
of  course,  what  may  be  considered  the  rent  of 
the  mines,  which  lent  is  probably  only  the  dif- 
ference between  the  most  productive  and 
the  least  productive  mines  that  are  worked. 
Making  gold  and  silver  money,  therefore, 
is  only  coining  capital  and  labor,  or  affix- 
ing a  certain  stamp  on  the  products  of  ca- 
pital and  labor,  or  affixing  a  certain  stamp 
on  the  products  of  capital  and  labor;  and  as 
these  products  must  always  be  the  result  of  a 
certain  quantity  of  labor  »nd  capital,  they  must 
always  have  an  intrinsic  value.  Malting  paper 
money,  on  the  contrary,  is  coining  credit  only, 
and  as  credit  depends  merely  on  opinion,  it 
may  readily  be  in  excess.  The  labor  and  capi- 
tal embodied  in  an  eagle,  is  undoubtedly  ten- 
dollars;  that  embodied  in  a  ten  dollar  note  is 
not  ten  cents.  There  is  only  the  labor  and  ca- 
pital of  *  ngraving  and  printing,  the  cost  of  the 
paper,  ink,  and  superintendence,  which,  alto- 
gether, does  not  amount  to  six.  The  facility 
with  winch  this  piece  of  paper  passes  current 
as  money,  has  led  many  to  suppose  that  intrin- 
sic value  is  not  necessary  to  a  circulating  medi- 
um. But  wliy  does  it  so  pass?  Not  merely  on 
account  of  what  is  written  on  it,  but  because 
faith  is  git  en  to  that  writing.  Tne  .writing 
promises  ihat  the  be  .rer  shall  receive  ten  dol- 
lars, and,  according  to  law,  the  promise  can  be 
discharged  only  by  the  delivery  of  so  much 
gold  or  silver  coin.  I  his  gold  and  silver  coin, 
like  every  other  article  of  general  utility,  wnich 
embodies  and   represents  so    much  labor  and 
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capital,  has  an  intrinsic  value;  and  the  precious 
metals,  in  particular,  possess  this  value  all 
over  the  world.  The  whole  value  of  the  paper, 
then,  consists  in  its  convertibility.  But  when 
so  much  convertible  paper  has  been  issued  on 
the  f'aitli  of  receiving  coin  for  it,  that  coin  in  fact 
cannot  be  paid  to  all  who  demand  it,  except  by 
diminishing  the  quantity  of  currency;  and  to 
effect  that  object,  calling  on  tho^e  who  have 
borrowed  the  paper  to  return  it,  it  is  obvious 
great  revulsion  and  distress  must  take  place 
If  five  dollars  in  notes  have  been  issued  for  one 
in  specie,  in  order  to  meet  a  run  or  an  adverse 
state  of  exchange,  five  dollars  in  notes  must  be 
called  in  to  pay  one  in  specie.  The  country  is 
then  subjected  to  all  the  evils  of  a  diminishing 
currency.  If  the  currency  is  diminished  one- 
fifth,  prices  fall  one-fifth,  and  twenty  per  cent, 
it  addsd  to  every  debt. 

Nothing  requires  greater  caution,  deliberation, 
and  delicacy  therefore  than  the  correction  of  a  con- 
vertible currency  which  contains  an  undue  pro- 
portion of  paper.  Unless  the  improvement  be 
slowly  and  almost  insensibly  conducted,  the  cre- 
ditor class  are  greatly  benefited  at  the  expense 
of  the  debtors.  If  it  be  seriously  contemplated, 
then,  to  return  to  the  use  of  specie,  as  far  as  it 
is  practicable  or  useful  for  a  commercial  people, 
the  measure  must  be  pursued  with  great  pru^ 
dence,  patience,  and  forbearance:  it  must  be  the 
work  of  years,  and  I  agree  we  must  begin  by  in- 
terdicting the  smaller  denominations  of  paper, 
and  ultimately  proscribe  all  under  one,  two, 
three,  four,  or  five  hundred  dollars.  But  in  this 
work,  in  my  opinion,  the  assistance  of  a  National 
not  a  Government  Bank  will  be  indispensable. 
Whether  such  a  bank  may  be  dispensed  with 
after  that  work  is  performed,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say.  With  such  a  bank,  I  incline  to  think 
State  banks  might  be  advantageously  relinquish- 
ed, but  to  abolish  the  United  States  Bank  as  the 
first  step  towards  the  restoration  of  a  specie 
currency,  is  to  adopt  the  means  best  calculated 
to  defeat  the  end.  The  possibility  and  expedi- 
ency of  dispensing  with  paper  currency  will  be 
hereafter  considered. 

1  have  already  said  I  do  not  mean  to  go  into 
the  constitutional  question  here.  That  question 
has  been  argued  at  some  length  during  this  win- 
ter, in  another  place,  in  regard  to  the  constitu- 
tional character  of  banks  owned  wholly  by 
States.  It  would  not  be  proper  to  review  that 
argument,  or  to  hazard  any  conjecture  as  to  the 
decision.  It  will  be  enough  to  say  that  the  un- 
constitutionality of  such  banks  is,  in  my  judg- 
ment, fully  sustained  by  an  examination  and 
comparison  of  more  than  two  hundred;  laws, 
and  upwards  of  one  hundred  historical,  referen- 
ces, embracing  the  legislation  and  history  of  all 
the  colonies  up  to  the  adoption  of  the.  constitu- 
tion. "  Bills  of  credit,"  is  the  term  employed  in 
all  to  denote  paper  currency.. 

Nothing  is  more  common,  or  less  philosophical, 
than  to  argue  against  the  use  of  any  thing  from 
the  abuse  of  it.  Whether  the  United  States 
shall  have  a  paper  money  or  not,  1  do  not  consi- 
der an  open  question.  It  is  like  the  question, 
shall  we  be  a  commercial  and  maratime  nation,  ?■ 


Nature  and  habit  have  decided  both  irrevocably. 
It  has  indeed  been  said,  with  equal  reasons  and 
originality,  "perish  all  banks,  perish  a  worthless 
,,  currency,  but  let  us  preserve  the  Constitution." 
So  it  was  said  during  the  embargo  in  this  coun- 
try, as  it  was  said  in  England  during  the  French 
war,  "  perish  commerce,  let  our  constitution 
live."  But  Mr.  Jefferson  himself  became  con- 
vinced, that  if  commerce  perished,  the  Con- 
stitution would  not  survive.  He  abandoned  his 
"  experiment,"  though  he  had  his  whole  cabinet 
and  a  majority  of  both  Houses  and  ofithe  peo- 
ple to  back  him  in  it..  Paper  money  was  born 
with  the  colonies;  it  will  only  perish\with  the 
Union.  Paper  money  has  its  uses  as  well  a3  its 
abuses.  It  is  impossible  to  believe  a  whole  pec— . 
pie  and  that  a  shrewd  people  too,  should  have  at\ 
times  exhibited  so  obstinate  an  attachment  to  a  • 
pure  unmixed  principle  of  evil.  Paper  money 
carried  us  through  the  war  of  the  revolution*' 
It  carried  the  colonies  through  the  old  French 
war.  It  is  a  species  of  eminent  domain  of  tax- 
ation, by  which  a  nation  is  enabled  to. make  ex- 
traordinary efforts  for  a  time,  at  the?  price  of [" 
severe  suffering  and  debility;  an  alcavala  not  on 
sales  only,  but  on  all  money  transactions.  The 
framers  of  the  Constitution,  therefore,  denied  it 
to  the  States,  intending,  no  doubt  to  store  it  up 
in  the  arsenal  of  the  Union,  among  the.  extraordi- 
nary weapons  of  desperate  warfare.  The  issue 
of  a  Government  paper  money  was  intended  to  be 
reserved  to  the  United  States  alone.  The  issue- 
of  every  species  of  paper  money,  whether  direct- 
ly by  their  officers,  cr  indirectly  by  their  authori- 
ty, I  have  no  doubt  was  intended  to  be  prohibited 
to  the  States,  Whether  it  was  effectually  pro-, 
hibited  or  not,  I  do  not  mean  to  say.  What  hu- 
man wisdom  forsees  every  thing? 

Whether  it  be  now  possible  to  adopt  such  an, 
interpretation  of  the  Constitution  in  practice, 
even  supposing  it  originally  the  correct  one, 
may  admit  of  a  doubt.  I  would  only  be  under- 
stood to  mean  that  this  was  what  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  designed,  so*  far  as  they 
could  carry  their.views  into  futurity..  But  how 
far  does  the  greatest  mortal  foresight  extend? 
Which  of  them  conjectured  the  actual  state  of 
the  country  at  this  moment?  Such  is  the  invet-. 
eracy  of  habit,  such  the  convenience  of  paper 
money,  that  State  banks  began  to  be.  chartered 
a  f..w  year-  after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, What  are  the  uses  and  conveniences 
wluch  produce  a  habit  so  obstinate?  To  deter- 
mine this,  we  must  look  a  little  injto  the  na;ure 
of  money. 

The  precious  metals,  are  the  currency  of  the 
world.  They  have  an.  intrinsic  value.  ".// 
danuro  e  un  cumpendio  del  potere  humano,"*. 
say  the  Italians.  In  another  sense  it  is  an  epi- 
tome of  human  labor.  The  value  of  gold  and 
silver  arises  from, scarcity  and  cost  of  produc- 
tion. Th-y  represent  the  labor  and  capital 
employed  to  procure  and  prepare  them.  They 
are  useful  in  domestic  economy  and  the  arts 
forvariouspurpos.es  of  comfort,  elegance,  and, 
luxury:  and  they  are  useful  as   money;    as  the 
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measure  of  value,  and  the  medium  of  exchange 
Their  utility  as  money  arises  from  their  intrinsic 
and  unversal  value,  insusceptibility  of  great  in- 
crease, ductility,  durability,  facility  of  division, 
portability  and  convenience  of  notation.  The 
character  of  money  as  an  instrument  of  nota- 
tion to  facilitate  exchanges  had  led  many  ingen- 
ious persons  to  believe  that  intrinsic  value  is 
not  an  essential  quality  of  money.  In  this  I 
think  they  err.  Scarcity  and  cost  of  produc- 
tion are  essential  elements  of  value.  If  an  idler 
may  say  so,  "  Dii  laburis  omnia  vendunt,'''  is  true 
in  every  sense.  Unless  the  material  of  which 
money  is  composed,  or  into  which  it  may  be 
resolved,  is  rae,  req  iring  great  labor  to  pro- 
cure it,  and  ins-isceptible  of  indefinite  increase 
it  will  not  possess  a  value  intrinsic,  universal, 
and  little  liable  to  fluctuation. 

The  precious  metals,  therefore,  are  the  only 
materials,  which,  up  to  a  certain  amount,  com- 
bine all  the  essential  elements  of  money.  Dia- 
monds are  insusceptible  of  indefinite  increase, 
and  are  obtained  with  labor;  but  they  cannot 
be  divided  and  stamped;  and,  therefore,  cannot 
become  currency.  They  have  value,  but  are 
deficient  in  notation.  Paper  has  the  quality  of 
notation,  but  is  deficient  in  the  essential  of  in- 
trinsic value.  Coin  has  both  notation  and  value; 
but  as  the  sums  to  be  paid  increase,  the  quality 
of  notation  is  less  perfect.  It  is  only  arithme- 
tic, when  the  rapidity  of  commerce  requires 
algebra.  A  mixed  currency,  of  coin  and  paper 
combined,  has,  therefore ,  been  introduced  by 
the  exigencies  of* commerce:  and  it  will  con- 
tinue while  commerce  and  credit  continue;  pa- 
per, for  the  facility  of  larger  notation  converti- 
ble into  coin,  at  the  will  of  t^e  holder,  so  as  to 
secure  it  that  value  in  which  it  is  intrinsically 
deficient:  coin,  for  all  smaller  payments,  and  as 
:i  security  for  the  paper.  As  this  convertible 
paper  money  springs  from  credit  and  com- 
merce, as  the  only  way  to  destroy  it  is  to  destroy 
commerce  and  credit.  This  is  precisely  the 
character  of  the  experiment  now  making. 

Credit,  as  a  substitue  for  money,  is  the  off- 
spring of  faith  and  justice}  "a chartered  liber- 
tine," in  the  old  and  better  sense  of  the  word; 
the  native  burgher  of  a  free  city.  Usurpa- 
tion and  despotism  are  fatal  to  it.  Had  Roths- 
child lived  when  Jews'  money  was  extracted 
with  their  teeth,  he  could  never  have  lent  mil- 
lions to  kings.  Nor  is  tyranny  less  destructive, 
whoever  may  be  th  tyrant.  The  anarchy  of 
a  moi  is  as  bad  as  the  arbitrary  power  of  a 
monarch.  "All  history  informs  us,  when  lib- 
erty invades  property,  the  reign  of  arbitrary 
power  is  at  hand."  f 

The  benefit  arising  from  the  remedy  of  notation 
of  c  in  may  be  illustrated  by  a  reference  to  the 
advantage  of  the  Arabic  figures  over  the  Roman 
numerals  for  the  purposes  of  arithmetic.  When 
the  precious  metals  were  obliged  to  be  weigh- 
ed in  the  balance  and  subjected  to  the  touch- 
stone,before  a  debt  could  be  paid  or  a  bargain 
completed,  we  can  readily  conceive  commerce 
had  not  advanced  beyond  her  Hawaii  numerals. 
But  there  is  a  limit  to  the  facilities  afforded  by 
a_  coin  for  the  purpose    of  notation.     When 


large  sums  are  to  be  paid,  they  must  be  counted. 
To  save  time,  these  » ill,  at  last,  be  put  up  in 
bags,  with  the  seal  of  the  owner.  Where  con- 
fidence prevails,  they  will  be  received  on  the 
f-ithof  the  merchant's  or  goldsmith's  seal  and 
mark.  Then  th-y  will  come  to  be  drpo  ited, 
and  scrip  issued. 

Behold  tWe  origin  of  banks.  Sir,  I  merely 
repeat  what  my  frien  I  from  Massachusetts  (  ir. 
Gorham)  has  already  much  better  explained. — 
This  will  be  rend  red  more  apparent  by  consid- 
ering what  happens  with  reference  to  the  smaller 
bank  bills  themselves,  from  the  necessities  of 
commerce,  the  importance  of  time,  and  the 
growth  of  credit.  Whoever  is  at  all  conversant 
with  transactions  between  bank  and  bank, 
knows  that  the  officers  of  banks  receive  from  one  \ 
another  sealed  packages  of  bank  notes  for  10, 
20,  30,  or  50,000  dollars,  which  are  put  away,  i 
to  be  afterwards  counted  at  leisure.  Paper 
money,  as  a  circulating  medium  or  currency, 
then,  holds  the  same  relation  to  coin  so  far  as 
regards  the  facilities  of  notation,  that  algebra 
and  logarithms  do  to  common  arithmetic.  And 
these  improvements  may,  perhaps,  be  increas- 
ed, tint  1  as  in  Babbage's  wonderful  machine, 
mind  acting  upon  matter  produces  combinations 
by  which  matter  may  almost  be  said  to  pe  form 
the  processes  of  mind. 

I  admit,  we  have  yet  much  to  seek.  I  ag:  ee 
that  the  convertabihty  of  paper  into  coin  does 
not  sufficiently  secure  it  against  excess.  The 
mischiefs  of  fluctuation  are  conceded  I  have 
occupied  some  port  on  of  my  time  in  thinking 
of  the  appropriate  checks  and  balances  which 
may  be  introduced  to  improve,  regulate,  and 
render  safe  and  uniform,  this  vast  and  powerful 
machinery.  On  the  proper .  ccasion,  1  will  lend 
my  humble  aid  in  devising  and  perfecting  all 
possible  securities  against  collapse  and  explo- 
sion. But  at  present,  when  the  questions  snail 
we  abandon  the  machine  altogether,  urgive  up 
its  direction  to  other  hands,  are  to  be  discussed, 
the  others  would  be  misplaced.  Sit,  I  have  no 
idea  we  will  abandon  it ,  oi  can  abandon  it,  till 
we  abandon  the  mariner's  compass,  the  steam 
engine,  gunpowder,  and  printing,  and  return 
from  science  and  civilization  to  ignorance  and 
barbarism.  I  dismiss,  then,  at  least  for  the  pre- 
sent, t  e  possibility  or  propriety  of  returning 
immediately  to  a  currency  entirely  metallic.  No 
idministrati  n  can  persist  in  it.  The  U.  States 
must  have  agents  to  receive,  secure,  and  dis- 
burse the  money.  Banks  are  f  »und  to  be  the 
most  convenient  agents  for  that  purpose.  If  they 
are  confined  to  natural  persons,  and  cannot  em- 
ploy corporations,  how  do  they  get  power  to 
use  the  State  banks?  So  far  as  the  Constitution 
is  concerned,  I  have  elsewhere  attempted,,  and 
in  prop  r  time  and  place  hope  to  shov,  thivt.  if 
unconstitutionality  admitted  of  degrees,  Uie 
State  banks  are  more  clearly  unco  ;s  itutiotyit 
than  the  United  States  Bank.  So  far  asrf.<  gtr- 
is  in  question,  which  is  the  most  dangerous  pow- 
er, to  use  corporations  which  Congress  do  n  <t 
create  and  caunot  control,  creatures  of  tne 
States,  and  dependants  of  the  Kxectitive,  which; 
in  the  end,  cannot  fulfil  the  gret  qpjects  o>  e- 
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qual  taxa  ion  and  a  uniform  currency,  or  to  em- 
ploy a  corporation  which  Congress  does  create, 
Can  control,  and  which  secures  a  sound  curren- 
cy   nd  stable  exchanges? 

The  danger  arising  from  the  vast  influence  of 
the  Hank  of  the  United  States  lias  been  much 
insisted  on.  The  answer  to  the  whole  of  this 
class  of  arguments  is  obvious.  All  power, 
strength,  pas-ion,  action  energy,  and  capacity, 
are,  in  some  s  nse,  dangerous.  Even  the  thirst 
of  knowledge,  which  ruined  our  first  parents. 

N  Iprodeal,  quod  IseJere  non possit  idem, 
Igne  quid  utUus? 

What  then?  Must  we  give  up  printing  be- 
cause the  press  is  licentious;  gunpowder  be 
cause  magazines  explode;  and  machines  because 
men  are  sometimes  kille  I  by  them?  M>st  we 
return  to  ignorance,  barbarism,  and  imbeci  ity, 
because  knowledge,  civilization,  and  enterprise 
are  dangerous? 

Is  the  danger  less  from  State  banks?  Are  State 
banks  or  State  legislatures  purer  than  Congress 
and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  the  one  al 
leged  to  be  corrupt,  and  the  other  corruptible? 
Wiat  said  a  committee  of  the  New  York  Legis- 
lature, in  1818!  "If  the  facts  stated  in  the  foie- 
going  be  true,  and  your  committee  have  no 
doubt  they  are,  together  with  others  equally 
reprehens  ble,  and  to  be  dreaded,  such  as  that 
their  influence  too  freqMently,nay  often,  already 
begins  to  assume  a  speciesof  dictation  altogether 
alarming,  and  unless  some  judicious  remedy  is 
provided  by  legislative  wisdom,  we  shall  soon 
witness  attempts  to  control  all  selections  to  offi- 
ces in  our  counties;  nay,  the  elections  to  the 
very  Legislature.  Senators  and  members  of 
Assembly  will  be  indebted  to  the  banks  for  ^heir 
seats  in  this  Capito!;and  thus  the  wise  end  of  our 
civil  institutions  will  be  prostrated  in  the  dus 
by  corporations  oi  their  own  raising." 

1  do  not  mean  to  say,  continued  Mr.  W.  that 
State  banks  or  State  legislatures  a -e  dishonest; 
or  to  insinuate  that  the  banks  and  the  legisla- 
ture of  New  York  are  not  as  good  as  any  others. 
My  only  purpose  is  to  show,  that  so  far  as  dan- 
ger is  the  question,  State  banks  are,  in  princi- 
p.e,  as  dangerous  as  any;  being  more  numerous 
they  are  more  dangerous.and  if  tenants  at  will  of 
Executive  favor,  doubly  so.  He  might  advert  to 
the  piorogation  of  the  New  York  Assembly,  by 
Governor  Tompkins,  and  the  reasons  of  that 
act,  and  to  a  pamphlet  on  the  use  and  abuse  of 
corporations,  a  work  of  much  merit,  attributed 
to  a  distinguished  literary  gentleman  of  New 
York,  whose  lame  has  become  American.  But 
it  night  be  thought  invidious,  and  he  abstained 
A  shout  iias  been  raised  by  servile  tongues, 
and  pens,  and  presses,  that  this  is  a  struggL- 
betAeen  the  poor  and  the  lich.  This  most 
odinis  cry,  as  false  as  it  is  base,  is  but  the  echo 
of  that  which  rose  from  wretches  covered  witu 
the  mud  and  gore  of  Paris  during  the  rng>  oj 
tenor.  Sir  I  am  far  from  ric  myself,  comput- 
ed with  many  who  utter  this  di  gusting  cry;  I 
am  poor,  and  I  kuve  labored  with  my  own  hands. 
I  ii'ave  never  forgotten,  and  shall  never  forget, 
th<-  Humility  of  my  early  fortunes.     I  ah  piuwu 


of  it.  Sir,  I  am  a  man  of  the  people;  raised 
from  the  people,  bt  the  people,  an  f  always,  I 
trust,  with  the  people.  But  I  am  not  one  of 
those  who  have  the  people  forever  in  their 
mouths  and  never  in  their  hearts.  1  have  many 
good  reasons  for  speaking  of  them  seldo  n.  I 
will  mention  but  one;  because,  as  that  is  one  of 
roLicr,  this  Htmse  may  give  me  credit  for  it. 
When  we  are  always  telling  the  dear  people 
how  much  we  love  the  n,  they  Te  apt  to  be- 
c  me  a  little  jealous. 

Sir,  1  have  said  the  cry  was  false.  Who  has 
the  most  inter  st  in  that  currency,  whose  de- 
rangement spreads  distress  through  a  whole  na- 
tion, and  throws  thousands  and  tens  of  thou- 
sands out  of  employment?  The  rich  man  has 
his  capital,  which  he  can  withdraw,  hoard, 
transfer  to  foreign  lands,  re-invest  or  consume. 
The  poor  man's  only  capital  is  his  daily  labor, 
and  he  must  dispose  of  it  every  day,  or  it  is  lost 
to  him  forever.  Labor  is  nearly  the  first  thing 
that  fads  when  the  currency  is  disturbed.  It  is 
the  last  thing  that  rises  when  the  c  rrency  is 
restored.  The  poor,  then,  are  always  the 
greatest  sufTereis  by  a  deranged  currency;  they 
have  always  the  greatest  interest  in  a  sound 
one.  And  as  the  income  arising  from  the  labor 
of  the  poor  greatly  exceeds  in  aggregate  value 
the  income  arising  from  the  capita  of  the  rich, 
it  is  the  po  r  who  have  the  greatest  as  well  as 
the  most  immediate  concern  in  the  preservation 
of  a  good  currency. 

Of  the  remaining  modes  suggested  for  collec- 
ting and  disbursing  the  public  moneys,  the 
most  pernicious  experiment  that  could  possibly 
be  attempted  is  that  of  creating  a  bank,  owned 
and  controlled  wholly  by  the  Government. — 
Such  a  b°nk,  besides  being  open  to  all  the  ob- 
jections of  the  present  one,  has  numerous  dis- 
advantages. If  it  do  not  issue  paper,  it  will  be 
impossible  to  collect  the  revenue  in  a  uniform 
medium.  If  it  do,  you  have  at  once  all  the 
evils  and  temptations  of  Government  paper.— . 
The  issue  of  paper  money  directly  or  through 
banks  controlled  by  Government,  has  been 
tried  by  various  countries,  and  always  witli  the 
same  success.  Depreciation  and  bankruptcy 
have  always  been  the  issue;  and  every  pioject 
of  this  description,  disguise  it  as  you  will,  is 
only  a  repetition  of  the  SoUvh  Sea  Bubble,  the 
Mississippi  company,  and  bank  of  Law,  the  as-- 
signats  of  France,  and  our  own  continental  cur-  • 
rency. 

A  very  brief  sketch  of  the  paper  money  of 
other  nations,  and  our  own,  may  not  be  without 
its  interest.  France,  during  her  revolution,  is- 
sued 45,579  millions  of  paper  money,  of  which 
I J  744  millions  were  in  some  way  or  other  dis- 
charged; the  remaining  ^2,835  millions  of  the 
nominal  value  of  about  6,^6U  millions  of  dollars, 
remained  as  waste  paper  in  the  holders'  hands.: 
During  our  revolutionary  war,  our  Congress  is- 
sued 3o0,  j00,jOO  of  continental  bills  of  credit*, 
which  depreciated  t  >  on  thousand  lor  one,. and 
finally  became;  utterly  worthies.-,.  The  amount 
of  issues  by  the  St.tesis  unknown.  Various 
-tates  of  this  Union  have  attempted  to  estab- 
lish State    banks,  which   were  solely   the  pro~ 
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perty  of  the  State;  many  of  which  have  failed, 
and  generally  after  gross  frauds  and  abuses. 

Catharine  II.  issued  a  paper  currency  for 
Russia;  the  moderation  of  its  issues  kept  it  for 
some  time  at  par,  but  in  1814,  four  rubles  in 
paper  were  worth  only  one  in  silver.  The  bank 
of  Copenhagen  was  founded  in  1736.  Nine 
years  afterwards  the  Government  freed  it  from 
the  obligation  of  paying  its  notes  in  full.  In 
1773,  the  King  thinking,  probably,  the  privi- 
lege or  issuing  an  inconvertible  currency  too 
valuable  for  a  private  corporation,  took  the 
bank  into  his  own  hands.  In  October,  1813,  a 
dollar  in  silver  was  worth. sixteen  dollars  in  pa- 
per. The  currency  of  France,  in  1716,  was 
specie,  and  amounted  to  about  800,000,000  of 
livres,  or  190,000,000  of  dollars.  Law's  bank, 
established  a  little  before,  raised  tits  currency 
to  about  195,000,000  of  dollars.  In  January, 
1719,  "the  Government,"  that  is,  the  Regent, 
in  the  name  of  the  King,  took  possession  of  the 
bank.  In  May,  1720,  the  bank  had  in  circula- 
tion 2,235,000 ,000  of  livres,  or  about  530,000,- 
000  of  dollars.  On  the  20th  of  May,  9,000  li- 
vres in  paper  would  purchase  only  82$  in  silver; 
and,  in  October,  they  became  of  no  value  what- 
ever. Justice  to  Law  requires  it  to  be  said,  that 
he  was  not  responsible  for  the  monstrous  abuse 
of  his  project.  His  ideas,  developed  in  his 
work,  on  money  and  trade,  are  not  those  on 
which  the  French  Government  acted.  It  was 
the  conversion  of  Law's  bank  into  the  "Banque 
Royalt"  and  the  change  in  its  issues,  that  did 
the  mischief.  Law  remonstrated  in  vain.  Pow- 
er prevailed  over  argument,  as  it  always  does; 
and,  by  a  singular  perversion  of  justice,  popu- 
lar prejudice  (from  which  even  the  President 
does  not  seem  to  be  exempt,)  attributes  to  the 
erroneous  principles  of  Law  the  evils  arising 
from  an  arbitrary  exercise  of  royal  authority.* 

The  Government  of  Brazil  established  a  bank. 
The  issues  were  virtually  under  the  control  of 
the  State.  Its  paper  depreciated  more  than 
one-half,  and  it  was  closed  by  a  commission  ap- 
pointed to  wind  up  its  affairs,  and  issue  a  new 
paper  in  place  of  the  old.  About  two  years 
since,  6,400  milreas  in  coin  were  worth,  of  the 
new  paper  emission,  from  11  to  12.000  milreas; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  so  base  was  the  copper 
coin,  the  only  species  in  circulation,  that  this 
depreciated  paper  bore  a  premium  of  two  per 
cent,  in  copper.  Yet,. at  that  moment,  there 
was  no  deficiency  of  the  precious  metals  in  Bra- 
zil. They  were  exported,  as  usual,  and  what 
remained  in  the  country  were  hoarded.  The 
Austrian  paper  money  originated  with  Maria 
Theresa.  In  1810,  a  florin  in  silver  was  worth 
thirteen  florins  in  paper.  In  1811,  the  Govern- 
ment called  in  the  existing  paper  money,  and 
exchanged  it  at  one-fifth  of  its  nominal  value, 
for  a  new  paper  money;  and,  in  1812,  eight 
florins  of  the  new  paper  were  worth  only  one  in 
silver.  Corrupting  the  currency  by  the  issue 
of  a  Government  paper  money,,  is  the  desperate 
expedient  which  has  succeeded  to  the  ancient 

•  See  Law  on  money  and  trade,  and  the  Edin- 
burg  Enclyclopedia. 


practice  of  debasing  the  coin.     In  effect,  it  is  the 
same. 

The  method  adopted  by  those  powers  in  Eu- 
rope, whose  territories  are  most  extensive,  for 
the  remittance  of  the  public  money  from  place 
to  place,  as  its  expenditure  may  require,  is  not 
without  its  use  and  interest  in  this  inquiry.  I 
have  obtained,  from  such  sources  as  1  could  de- 
pend on ,  information  respecting  the  practice  of 
France  and  Russia  in  this  respect.  The  circu- 
lation of  the  banknotes  of  the  bank  of  France, 
I  unders  and,  is  pretty  much  confined  to  Paris, 
and  the  large  towns.  There  are  receivers-gen- 
eral in  the  different  departments,  by  whom 
collections  and  disbursements  are  made,  and 
who  sometimes  give  drafts  on  each  other,  or  on 
the  Royal  Treasury,  "bon"  for  so  much.  But 
it  is  frequently  requisite  to  transport  specie, 
from  place  to  place,  for  the  purposes  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. So  it  is  in  Russia;  though  the  paper 
rubles  of  the  Government  are  remitted  in  pack- 
ets by  the  mail,  or  by  couriers.  This  mode  of 
transferring  the  public  funds,  is  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  what  a  raft  is  to  a  steamboat. 

The  increase  of  patronage,  the  corrupting 
power,  the  danger  of  frauds,  the  mismanage- 
ment, negligence,  abuses,  and  losses  of  a  Go- 
ment  bank,  need  not  be  insisted  on.  I  should 
regard  a  bank  established  solely  by  the  Gov- 
ernment with  as  much  horror  as  an  established 
church. 

If  t.'ie  most  pernicious  experiment  that  could 
be  devised  is  that  of  a  Government  bank,  the 
least  plausible  is  that  of  attempting  to  collect 
the  revenue,  maintain  the  circulation,  transport 
the  funds,  discharge  the  debts,  and  equalize 
the  exchanges  of  the  United  States,  through 
'he  instrumentality  of  the  State  banks.  Tliis 
leads  me,  naturally,  to  a  consideration  of  the 
main  topic.  The  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
has  been  emptied  into  the  vaults  of  *  'certain 
State  banks,"  by  order  of  the  President  or  Se- 
cretary— for  the  present,  I  care  not  which — and 
the  committee  recommend  that  it  should  re- 
main there.  We  a-e  now  to  discuss  that  mea- 
sure, and  the  reasons  assigned  for  it.  Various 
official  and  inofficial  documents,  respecting  it, 
have  been  laid  before  us,  or  published.  The 
measure  itself  has  been  canvassed  throughout 
the  country,  with  an  interest  and  eagerness  pro- 
portioned to  its  importance.  Part  of  this  in- 
terest has  probably  arisen  from  the  influence  of 
party  politics.  So  far  as  it  has,  fsw  men  are 
more  exempt  from  it  than  myself.  The  older 
members  of  this  House,  at  least,  understand 
what  have,  at  all  times,  been  my  relations  with 
all  parties.  To  me,  the  President  is  nothing; 
and  his  successor  is  nothing;  and  his  Secreta- 
ries, past,  present,  and  to  come,  are  nothing; 
but  the  people  of  the  United  Slates  are  much; 
my  own  i.'  mediate  constituents  more;  and  a 
Constitutional  Government  of  liberty  and  law 
every  thing.  It  is  not,  therefore,  as  a  mere 
party  struggle  that  I  propose  to  regard  this 
measure,  but  as  a  g  eat  question  of  currency, 
finance,  and  constitutional  power;  the  rights  of 
the  Executive,  and  the  duties  of  the  Legislative 
department. 
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The  first  and  most  obvious  reason  for  the  deep 
sensibility  which  the  p.thlic  mind  has  exhibited 
on  this  subject  is  the  forcible  appeal  it  makes 
to  every  man's  interests.  Every  man  who  has 
any  thing  to  sell,  any  thing  to  b.uy,  any  thing  to 
pay,  or  any  ihinj»  to  receive,  any  thing  to  gain, 
or  any  thing  to  lose,  feels  his  interest  in  it.  The 
fact  of  a  rapid  diminution  in  the  currency  will 
not  be  denied;  that  of  a  more  rapid  destruction 
of  credit  cannot  be.  The  Secretary  makes  the 
Hist,  one  of  his  he&ds  of  accusation  against  the 
bank.  He  charges  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  with  collecting  from  the  people  six  mil- 
lions in  two  months;  and  being  the  cnuse  that 
nine  millions  were  collected.  He  adds,  that 
from  the  course  of  policy  pursued  by  that 
bank,  "the  States  banks,  so  far  from  being  able 
to  relieve  the  community,  found  themselves 
under  the  necessity  of  providing  for  their  own 
sifety;"  they  were  ••compelled  to  cull  on  their 
debtors,  and  curtail  their  accommodations;  and 
so  large  a  proportion  of  their  calls  is  always  paid 
in  their  own  notes,  that  to  obtain  100,000  dol- 
lars in  specie,  they  are  probably  obliged  to  call 
for  four  or  five  times  that  amount."  What  I 
would  observe,  en  passant,  must  be  the  condi- 
tion of  these  State  banks,  according  to  the  Se- 
cretary's own  account?  If  they  are  obliged  to 
call  in  five  dollars  in  notes,  to  get  one  dollar  in 
specie,  it  must  be,  I  presume,  because  they 
have  put  out  five  dollars  in  notes  for  one  dollar 
in  specie.  This  is  confirmed  by  official  returns. 
I  do  not  deny  the  solvency  of  the  State  banks 
But  I  believe  they  cannot  maintain  specie  pay- 
ments. Two  millions  a  month  reductions  by 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  a. id  as  much 
more  by  fie  State  banks!  How  long  can  it  be 
continued?  I  do  not  inquire  into  the  exact 
truth  of  the  Secretary's  statement.  I  take  it  as 
it  is.  If  true,  one-tenth  of  the  circulation  has 
been  withdrawn.  Between  the  2d  of  August, 
and  the  present  moment,  according  to  the  Se- 
cretary's own  showing,  the  circulating  medium 
of  the  country  has  been  diminished  at  least 
one-tenth.  Whether  the  currency  of  a  coun- 
try can  be  reduced  one-tenth,  without  diminish- 
ing the  prices  of  commodities  a  tenth,  and  ad- 
ding ten  per  cent,  to  the  difficulty  of  paying  all 
debts,  is  a  question,  which  any  young  gentle- 
man, or  lady,  who  has  proceeded  as  tar  in  his 
or  her  studies  of  political  economy  as  Miss  Mar- 
tineau's  very  entertaining  tales,  is  perfectly 
competent  to  decide.  Gentlemen  have  argued 
that  our  losses  are  imaginary,  the  complaints 
feigned,  and  the  public  distress  fictitious.  They 
must  excuse  me  from  believing  them;  false 
tears  are  not  shed  for  the  loss  of  good  money. 

"Ploratur  lachrymis  amissa  pecunia  tern." 
The  state  of  the  exchanges  furnishes  proof  of 
a  diminished  currency,  and  its  necessary  conse- 
quences. I  embrace  this  occasion  to  say  a  word 
or  two  on  the  subject  of  exchange.  As  capital 
is  only  the  accumulation  of  the  results  of  labor, 
it  may  be  considered  briefly  as  hoarded  labor. 
Of  course,  eapital  will  be  most  abundant  in  those 
countries  whose  inhabitants  have  been  longest 
engaged   in  hoarding    labor.     -Old   countries, 


then,  under  just  governments,  which  protect  in- 
dustry, by  securing  property,  will  have  the  most, 
capital.  New  countries,  in  which  liberty  and 
property  are  secure,  and  land  plenty,  afford  the 
most  profitable  employment  to  capital.  Capital, 
like  every  thing  else,  seeks  its  best  market. 

The  natural  state  of  things,  then,  is  for  the 
old  country  to  lend  to  the  new,  and  for  the  new 
country  to  be  indebted  to  the  old.  The  relation 
is  mutually  beneficial,  like  every  other  natural 
relation  of  unshackled  commerce.  If  lean  make 
seven  per  cent,  with  money,  it  would  be  a  waste 
of  words  to  prove  I  am  benefited  by  the  loan  of 
it  at  four  or  five.  This  may  serve  to  show  ho'.v 
reasonable  is  the  clamor  against  foreign  capital. 
It  comes,  methinks,  with  an  especial  bad  grace 
from  those  who  employ  a  bank,  owned,  almost 
wholly,  by  foreigners.  The  natural  rate  of  ex- 
change, then,  between  this  country  and  Europe, 
is,  that  bills  on  Europe  will  command  a  premium 
in  this  country.  That  premium  has  usually 
averaged  seven  or  eight  per  cent.  Exchange  on 
England  is  now  one  or  two  per  cent,  discount, 
making  a  loss  of  from  eight  to  ten  per  cent,  to 
every  one  who  sends  a  cargo  of  produce  to  Eng- 
land and  draws  bills  on  it,  compared  with  the 
ordinary  and  natural  state  of  the  money  market. 

The  rapid  diminution  of  the  currency  has  pro- 
duced the  usual  c  ils,  and  the  alarm  and  distrust 
caused  by  the  measures  of  the  President  and 
his  advisers  have  aggravated  them. 

We  suffer  even  more  from  the  loss  of  credit 
than  the  loss  of  money.  Had  not  some  argu- 
ments been  urged,  questioning  our  authority 
over  these  matters,  I  should  have  thought  it  in- 
controvertible. As  it  has-been  questioned,  how- 
ever, I  will  state  the  ground  on  which  it  seems  to 
me  to  rest.  It  can  scarcely  be  doubted,  that  the 
power  to  "coin  money,  regulate  its  value,  to  di- 
rect how  a  revenue  shall  be  raised,  where  the 
money  shall  be  kept,  under  what  checks  it  shall 
be  received,  secured  and  paid,  is  a  legislative 
power.'' 

In  the  undoubted  exercise  of  this  power,  Con- 
gress has  heretofore  provided  a  revenue,  erected 
a  mint,  created  a  Treasury  Department,  prescrib- 
ed checks  on  the  receipt  and  payment  of  the 
public  moneys,  and  made  provision  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Treasprer,  the  only  officer  who  is 
really  charged  by  law  with  its  custody,  and  ac- 
countable for  its  safe  keeping  and  disbursement. 
The  jealousy  of  the  people,  with  respect  to  any 
executive  power  over  the  Treasury,  is  manifest 
throughout  the  Constitution.  It  was  even  pro- 
posed to  elect  the  Treasurer  by  Congress.  If 
the  power  is  not  legislative,  how  has  Congress 
invariably  legislated  on  such  subjects?  But  it 
would  be  more  than  useless,  it  would  be  imper- 
tinent, to  argue  an  admitted  fact.  The  Secreta- 
ry himself  says,  "The  power  over  the  place  of 
deposite  for  the  public  money,  would  seem  pro- 
perly to  belong  to  the  legislative  department  of 
the  Government."  The  President,  in  his  "cabi- 
net paper,"  considers  it,  "according  to  the  frame 
and  principle  of  our  Government,  more  properly 
to  belong  to  the  legislative  power." 

It  is,  then,  conceded  to  be  a  legislative 
power.     The   Constitutioa  says,  "All   legisla- 
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tive  powers  herein  granted,  shall  be  vested  in 
Congress."  Now,  it  would  be  difficult  to  prove 
that  Congress  not  only  can  divest  itself  of  a  le- 
gislative power,  vested  in  it  by  the  Constitution 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  but  can  invest  an 
executive  officer  with  the  very  power  so  ve*te 
and  divested.  Were  this  assumed  to  be  done 
by  an  ordinary  act  of  legislation,  revocable  at 
will,  it  would  be  difficult  enough. 

But,  difficult  as  that  may  be,  the  Secretary 
assumes  what  is  still  more  difficult,  to  wit:  That, 
by  a  charter-contract  with  private  individuals, 
constituting  an  irrevocable  act  of  legislation, 
Congress  can,  and  Congress  has,  divested  itself 
of  a  legislative  power  vested  in  it  by  the  Consti- 
tution, and  has  invested  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  with  that  power,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  — 
This  power  the  Secretary  assumes  to  be  his, 
exclusively.  He  must  exercise  it,  in  the  first 
instance,  or  it  cannot  be  exercised  at  all; 
and  he  is  accountable  for  ihe  manner  of  its  ex- 
ercise only  to  the  Chief  E\ecutive.  If  he  omits 
or  refuses  to  use  it,  Congress  cannot,  without  a 
violation  of  the  charter;  and  that  in  the  mode  of 
its  exercise,  his  discretion  is  not  to  be  regulated 
by  the  safety  of  the  deposites,  or  the  fidelity,  or 
ability  of  t*2  bank,  but  by  his  opini  n  "of  the 
general  interest  and  convenience  of  the  people." 
Now,  sir,  these  are  the  propositions  boldly 
and  broadly  put  forth  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury;  and  if  we  recognize  them,  there  re- 
mains but  one  thing  more  •  to  do— vote  our- 
selves unnecessary,  and  confide  the  country  to  a 
Lord  Protector. 

In  this  aspect,  tfeen,  the  question  becomes  of 
infinitely  higher  consequence  than  arithmetic  can 
estimate.  It  is  a  question,  not  of  property,  but 
liberty;  not  an  issue,  as  -it  has  been  feebly  called, 
between  "the  Government''''  and  the  bank,  but  a 
question  between  Executive  usurpation  and  con- 
stitutional freedom. 

Now,  sir,  I  hold  the  power  over  the  place 
of  deposite  for  the  public  money  is  a  legisla- 
tive power.  The  Secretary  himself  says  it 
is.  I  say  that,  as  a  legislative  power,  it  is 
vested  in  Congress  by  the  Constitution,  and  in- 
susceptible of  permanent  or  indefinite  alienation. 
'  It  can  be  delegated  only  for  short  periods,  when 
Congress  in  the  recess  cannot  use  it.  That,  by 
an  ordinary  act  of  legislation,  revocable  at  will, 
Congress  could  not  divest  i.'self  of  this  power, 
and  invest  the  Sec  etary  of  the  Treasury  with  it, 
subjecting  him  only  to  the  control  of  the  Execu- 
tive. And  still  more  impossible  is  it  for  Con- 
gress, by  a  charter-contract  with  private  per- 
sons, to  alienate,  irrevocably,  during  the  exist- 
ence of  the  charter,  a  portion  of  the  legislative 
power  delegated  to  them  by  the  Constitution, 
and  to  transfer  it  to  a  secretary,  who  is  to  be 
accountable  to  the  President  only  for  the  manner 
of  its  exercise.  Yet  this  is  precisely  what  the 
Secretary  says  Congress  can  do,  and  has  done. 
Let  us  follow  out  his  doctrine  in  his  own  words: 
"As  this  agreement  has  been  entered  into  by 
Congress  en  behalf  of  the  United  States,  the 
place  of  deposite  could  not  be  changed  by  a 
legislative  act,  without  disregarding  a   pledge 


which  the  legislature  has  given;  and  the  money  of 
the  United  States  must,  therefore,  continue  to 
be  deposited  in  the  bank  until  the  last  hour  of 
its  existence,  unless  it  shall  be  otherwise  ordered 
by  the  authority  mentioned  in  the  charter." 

According  to  the  Secretary,  then,  if  he  should 
refuse  his  assent,  Congress  could  never  change 
the  place  of  deposite  during  the  continuance  of 
the  charter.  Whatever  might  be  the  exigency, 
the  danger,  the  inability,  or  the  infidelity  of  the 
bank,  if,  in  his  opinion,  "the  general  interest  and 
convenience  of  the' people  would  not  be  promoted 
by  the  change,  Congress,  even  by  act,  could  not 
effect  it,  without  a  violation  of  their  pledge.  But, 
if  he  choose]  to  give  Congress  a  dispensation 
from  their  pledge,  by  ordering  the  deposites  to  be 
removed,  their  alienated  legislative  power  re- 
turns to  them  ;  for,  as  he  himself  says,  "the  right 
of  the  Secretary  to  designate  the  place  of  deposite, 
teas  always  necessarily  subject  to  the  control  of 
Congress." 

If  it  were  "always  necessarily  subject  to  the 
control  of  Congress,  (independent  of  the  charter 
contract,)  ihen  it  follows  that  Congress,  by  the 
charter,  have  transferred  a  part  of  their  control 
over  the  public  money,  an  essential  part  of  legis- 
lative power,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury; 
and  such  transfer  is  irrevocable,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  charter,  unless  he  releases  them 
from  it.  Congress,  then,  during  the  continuance 
of  the  charter,  are  dependent  upon  the  pleasure 
of  the  Secretary  for  the  exercise  of  an  essential 
part  of  the  legislative  power. 

But  this  is  not  all.  If  it  is  part  of 'he  contrict 
thrt  the :  deposites  shall  continue  to  be  made  in 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  unless  the  Secre- 
tary shall  otherwise  order,  it  is  a  part  of  the 
contract  also,  that,  if  the  Secretary  does  otherwise 
order,  that  they  shall  not  be  made  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Stales. 

Now,  the  Secretary  has  otherwise  ordered; 
and  if  the  power  rests  exclusively  with  him,  as 
he  asserts,  then  it  is  part  of  the  contract  also, 
that  Congress  hall  not  restore  the  deposites; 
for  that  would  be  to  make  them  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  after  he  has  otherwise  order- 
ed and  directed.  So  that,  by  giving  him  an 
authority,  and  requiring  him,  if  he  exercised 
it,  to  assign  his  reasons  to  us,  we  have  stripped 
ourselves  of  all  constitutional  legislative  power 
over  the  public  deposites,  and  can  neither  act 
before  nor  after  he  has:  acted,  nor  in  any  man- 
ner contrary  to  his  action,  for  which  he  is  ac- 
countable  to  the  Executive  alone,  and  in  which 
his  own  discretion  is  his  only  guide. 

Sir,  this  seems  to  me  neither  reconcilable 
with  our  most  familiar  notions  of  law  or  reason, 
nor  with  the  express  declaration  of  the  Secreta- 
ry himself  in  another  part  of  his  report,  that 
"the  right  of  the  Secretary  to  designate  the 
place  of  deposite  was  always  necessarily  subject 
to  the  control  of  Congress." 

By  what  extraordinary  confusion  of  Ideas 
these  apparency  contradictory  propositions 
found  their  way  into  the  same  argument,  it  is 
not  for  my  poor  sagacity  to  conjecture.  Either 
the  Secretary  meant  to  confine  his  admission  tr> 
the  right  of  Congress  to   designate  anew  the 
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place  of  deposite,  and,  in  the  event  of  that  be 
ing  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  to  assert  his 
right  to  remove  thedeposites  anew,  as  often  as 
they  shall  be  replaced,  or  he  has  involved  him- 
self in  the  contradiction  of  saying',  in  one  part 
of  his  report,  that  "his  power  over  the  subject 
forms  a  part  of  the  executive  duties  of  his  of- 
fice'" and  is  "to  be  exercised,  subject  to  the 
supervision  of  the  officer  to  whom  the  Constitu- 
tion has  confided  the  whole  executive  power;" 
and,  in  ano  her,  that  "the  right  of  the  Secretary 
to  designate  the  place  of  deposite  was  always 
necessarily  subject  to  the  control  ot  Congress." 
Taking  the  text, with  the  very  significant  gloss 
proceeding  from  a  certain  quarter  on  this  floor, 
1  am  authorized  to  infer,  that  the  Secretary  in- 
tended to  admit  the  existence  of  a  co  rrol  ■  f 
Congress  only  "in  the  absence  of  any  legisla- 
tive provision,"  and  that,  in  his  view,  the  pro- 
vision of  the  charter  abolished  that  control,  un- 
til a  new  legislative  provision  is  made.  He 
maintains,  then,  that  this  power  is  Execut  ve. 
He  admit-*  tha«  it  was  Legis'ative.  He  insists, 
not  only  that  Congress  can  divest  themselves  of 
a  part  of  their  legislative  power,  and  invest  him 
with  it,  but  that  by  such  investment  it  becomes 
an  Ex  cutive  power;  and  he  maintains,  that, 
apart  from  all  legislation,  the  right  of  the  Sec'y 
to  designate  the  place  of  the  deposite  was  always 
necessarily  subject  to  the  control  of  Congress; 
but,  as  s  on  as  Congress  legislated  by  charter, 
they  delegated  all  their  power  over  the  subject 
to  him,  and  released  him  from  all  control,  save 
that  of  assigning  his  reason-,  of  the  goodness  of 
which  they  cannot  judge,  and  for  which  he  is 
accountable  to  the  Executive  alone. 

But,  extraordinary  and  alarming  as  these  po- 
sitions are,  there  is  something  more  astonishing 
still.  The  Secretary  asserts  that  the  charter  is 
unconstitutional,  and  Congress,  consequently, 
have  divesttd  themselves  and  invested  the  Secre- 
tary with  a  portion  of  the  legislative  power,  in- 
volving the  absolute  control  of  the  Treasury, 
by  the  grant  of  an  unco  sli'utional  charter.  We 
have  seen  how  the  Secretary  derives  his  pre- 
tended power,  unless  he  is  as  unfortunate  in 
construct  ng  as  in  de^ucirg  if. 

The  16c.i  secno.i  of  the  law  establishing  the 
bank,  says,  i ha  the  depos'resof  t  e  public  mo 
ney  .■-hall  be  made  in  the  B  ink  of  the  Uni  ed 
Sutis,  until  t  ic  Se  reary  of  the  Treasury  shall 
otherwise  order  and  d'uect,  and  he  is  to  report 
h  s  reasons  to  Congress. 

Now,  upon  an  accurate  examination  it  wd 
be  found  this  is  not  an  authority  to  remove  de- 
positcS  already  made,  but  merely  an  authority 
to  suspend  making  any  more.  It  is  not  an  au- 
thority to  wilfidra*,  but  only  to  withhold.  Toe 
Secretaiy  himself,  though  he  assumes  the  right 
to  remove,  emp'oys,  when  speaking  of  his 
order,  phraseology  which  agues  his  being 
aware  of  the  limi>s  of  his  power.  He  does  not 
say,  »»l  have  ordered  the  money  of  the  United 
States  to  be  removed;"  but,  "I  have  directed 
that  the  dt-po  ites  of  the  money  of  the  United 
Su  es  shall  not  be  made  in  the  said  bank, 
or  bia.cl.es  thereof,  bdt  in  certain  State 
banks  which  have  been  designated  for  that  pur- 


pose; and  I  niw  proceed  to  lay  before  Con- 
gress the  reasons  which  induced  me  to  give  th  s 
order  and  dirvciiofn'' 

Tie  Secret  ,ry  afterwards   considers  and  ar  • 
gues  in  Support  of  nis  authority,  as  an  author  tv 
to    re  nove— an    authority    to    withdraw  ;  a  .J 
throughout  speaks  of  ihe  removal,  or  the  with- 
drawal of  the  dept  site*,  as  an  act  which  he,  and 
he   only,   was  incontestably  authorized  to   do. 
In  debate,  too,  his  power  does  not  seem  to  have 
been  conies  ed.  To  withhold,  and  to  withdraw, 
have  so  new!  a^  too   hastily  and  inconsiderately 
been  deemed  the  same.     They  are  not  synony- 
mous, however,  n<  r  even  of  similar  import.      I 
am  familiar  with  the  sense  in  which  they  were 
used,  having  been  here  when  the  act  was  pass- 
ed; but  I  prefer  relying   upon  the  plain  mean- 
ing of    the    words  themselves,   to   stating  any 
mater  of  fact    open    to  controversy,    because 
resting  in  tradition.     There    is  an  obvious  dif- 
ference in  the  effect  <  t   the  two  terms,  constru- 
ed according  to  their  plain  and  literal  meaning. 
If  the  Secretary  can  only  withh  lid  the  depositee, 
the  new  collections  would  remain  in  the  hands 
of  the  public  officers  who  have  given  bond,  and 
under  the  control  of  the  Treasurer,  who  is  by 
law  charged  wi  h  the  si'e  keeping  of  the  pub- 
be  money,  until  Congress  -mou'd  assemble,     In 
the  mean  time,  the  sum  in  the  Bank  of  the  U. 
States  would  be  gradually  diminishing,   by  the 
effects  of  drafts  drawn  for  the  ordinary  expen- 
ditures.    If   the  new  collections   were  paced 
temporarily  in  State  banks,  on  the  respon  ibih- 
ty  ofthe  T'rea-urer,  their  gradual  increase  t  lei  e 
would  correspond  with  the  progressive  diminu- 
tion of  the  sums  la   the'toliVrs  of  the  United 
S'at-s'  Bank.     The  u  hole  affair  would  be  easy 
and  gradual,  instead  of  sudden  and  violent. 

The  Bmk  of  the  United  State-,  instead  of 
being  threatened  with  the  demand  of  half- 
million  checks,  to  be  presented  at  uncertain 
time',  in  uncertain  quarters,  and  in  unknown 
numbers,  might  have  calculated,  wnh  reasona- 
ble certainty,  on  the  progressive  diminution  of 
her  discounts,  which  the  demands  of  the  Go- 
vernment upon  the  funds  in  her  poss  s,t  ui 
would  require.  There  was  a  reason,  therefore, 
for  the  distinction;  the  power  reset  ved  wasn  K 
so  much  wi'h  a  view  to  the  security  ofthe  de- 
posit s,  wh  c'i  could  not  be  in  great  danger, 
considering  all  die  mean*  of  security  possessed 
by  the  United  States,  as  for  the  purpose  of 
enforcing  the  faithful  execution  of  its  duties  to 
the  Treasury  and  the  country.  Ihe  power  to 
withhold,  then,  is  not  a  power  to  withdraw; 
and  so  f.r  as  the  Secretary,  under  the  pretence 
of  withholding  the  dtp -sites,  has  withdr.w.i 
any  part  ofthe  money  ofthe  United  States,  not 
wanted  for  the  publi<:  expenditure,  and  placed 
it  at  the  disposition  of  S'aie  banks,  he  has 
icted  without  any  warrant  or  authority  what- 
ever. A  justification  of  his  acis  has  b  en  sought 
in  what  Mr.  Crawford  did,  or  said  he  would  do, 
in  certain  coivingencus.  Bit  the  p  mils  ot 
distinction  between  the  circumstances  under, 
and  the  purposes  for,  which  the  power  was  ex- 
ercised by  the  former  and  the  pres  hi  S  cr  ;ta- 
ry,  are  broadly  and  pla-nly  marked,   *Ir.  Ota*' 
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ford  acted  under  a  special  authority, — the  reso- 
lution for  the  resumption  of  specie  payments. 
In  several  instances  the  State  banks  were  used, 
where  there  were  no  branch  banks  of  the  U. 
States.  In  others,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  forced  the  course  upon  the  Secretary, 
by  refusing'  to  receive  the  paper  of  State  banks 
in  which  the  revenue  had  been  collected. 

Again  :  some  of  the  arrangements  he  enter- 
ed into  were  with  the  sanction  of  the  bank, 
which,  as  the  party  in  interest,  might  waive  its 
right;  and,  with  respect  toothers,  they  resulted 
from  the  necessity  of  collecting,  compromising, 
or  compounding  with  institutions,  in  whose  sol- 
vency the  United  States  were  greatly  interest- 
ed, because  already  in  possession  of  large 
amounts  of  their  paper,  already  received  for 
lands  or  taxes.  So  far  as  Mr.  Crawford  depart- 
ed from  the  law,  by  failing  to  report  to  Con- 
gress, he  admitted  the  fact,  and  excused  him- 
self by  inadvertence.  And  the  report  of  the 
Committee,  while  it  denies  that  the  agreements 
made  by  Mr.  Crawford  with  the  State  banks 
were  loans,  either  in  their  object  or  character, 
explicitly  condemns  such  loans,  though  it  recog- 
nizes the  fict  that  there  had  been  a  previous 
usage  at  the  Treasury  to  make  them.  This  is 
the  passage  of  the  report : 

"Indeed,  it  may  be  proper  to  observe  here, 
that  it  seems  to  have  been  assumed,  by  differ- 
ent officers  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, that  it  was  their  duty  to  direct  its 
operations  to  the  support  of  different  moneyed 
institutions,  whenever  their  affairs  required 
suppor1,  so  as  to  defeat  combinations  against 
them,  and  preserve  an  equilibrium  of  credit 
among  them.  And  the  practice  appears  to 
have  been  in  conformity  witn  this  principle, 
from  a  very  early  day.  That  benefit  may  occa- 
sionally result,  and  has  resulted  from  such  ope- 
rations, is  evident;  but  this  is  no  legal  employ- 
ment of  public  funds  ;  it  is  nothiug  but  a  gra- 
tuitous loan." 

"Such,  however,"  the  committee  afterwards 
proceeded  to  say,  "  w;.s  not  either  vhe  object 
or  the  character  of  the  agreements  with  the 
State  banks,  which  are  the  subjects  of  this  ex- 
amination." 

Now,  sir,  I  am  not  to  be  drawn  off  from  the 
trial  of  the  present  Secietary's  reasons,  to  a  tri- 
al of  Mr.  Crawford's  precedents.  With  me,  a 
precedent,  if  it  be  bad,  does  not  make  law,  let 
it  originate  with  whom  it  will.  But  1  put  to 
the  present  Secretary  this  dilemma.  Either 
the  arrangements  of  Mr.  Crawford  with  the 
State  bants  were  not  gratuitous  loans,  for  the 
support  of  these  moneyed  institutions,  to  defeat 
combinations,  or  restore  an  equilibrium  of  cre- 
dit; or,  if  they  were,  the  committee  explicitly 
condemn  them.  What  then  becomes  of  the 
prec.-denl?  It  must  be  constantly  borne  in 
mind,  that  Mr.  Crawford  was  acting  under  the 
resolution  of  April  oOth,  1816,  viz  : 

"Resolved,  &c.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  required  and 
directed,  to  adopt  such  measures  as  he  may 
deem  necessary  to  cause,  as  soon  as  may  be,  all 
duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money,  accru-' 


ing,  or  becoming  payable  to  the  United  States, 
to  be  collected  and  paid  in  the  legal  currency 
of  the  United  States,  or  treasury  notes,  or  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  by  law 
provided  and  declared,  or  in  notes  of-  banks 
which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  legal 
currency  of  the  United  States  ;  and  that,  from 
and  after  the  twentieth  day  of  February  next, 
no  such  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money 
accruing,  or  becoming  payable  to  the  United 
States,  ns  aforesaid,  ought  to  be  collected  or 
received  otherwise  than  in  the  legal  currency 
of  the  United  States,  or  treasury  notes,  or  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  in  notes  of 
banks  which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand, 
in  the  said  legal  currency  of  the  United  States." 

Having  patiently  read  the  whole  volume  of 
Mr.  Crawford's  correspondence,  it  is  only  jus- 
tice to  him  to  refer  to  such  passages  as  show 
more  distinctly  his  view  of  the  power  of  the 
Treasury  Department  over  this  subject,  and 
qualify  the  doctrine  attempted  to  be  imputed 
to  him.  The  following  are  of  that  description  : 

Letter  to  the  President  of  the  Manhattan 
Company,  New  York,  dated  14th  February, 
1816,  p.  21,  vol.  8,  doc.  1st  sess.  18th  cong. 

Letter  to  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  the 
U.  States,  dated  21st  Feb.,  1817,  as  to  the 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  p.  24,  ibid. 

Letter  to  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  the  U. 
States,  dated  17th  March,  1817,  p.  36,  respect- 
ing the  deposites. 

Letter,  dated  31st  July,  1820,  to  Thomas 
Spalding,  President  of  the  bank  of  Darien,  p. 
377. 

Letter  to  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  dated  3lst  August,  1822,  respec- 
ting the  Planters'  bank,  page  456. 

Sir,  I  still  cherish  a  warm  respect  for  tke  per- 
son and  character  of  Mr.  Crawford.  Mr. 
Crawford  and  Mr.  Lowndes  were  the  only  two 
men  of  my  day  whom  I  ever  ardently  desired 
to  see  President  of  the  United  States. 

I  did  whatever  little  lay  in  my  power  to 
make  one  of  them  so,  but  cannot  tax  my  recol- 
lection at  this  moment  with  ever  having  receiv- 
ed or  expected  a  personal  favor  from  either. 
I  did  not  follow  the  lion  for  the  jackall's  share 
of  the  spoil,  and,  alive  or  dead,  I  will  not  be- 
tray his  name  or  memory  to  that  long-eared 
tribe  who  once  lifted  their  heels  at  his  prostrate 
venerable  form,  and  now  seek  to  frighten  their 
masters  under  cover  of  his  skin. 

Sir,  it  cannot  be  necessary  for  me  to  disclaim 
any  allusion  to  the  chaiiman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  ort:>  the  President  of  the 
United  States ;  every  body  knows  I  do  not  I 
mean  them.  Neither  do  I  mean  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  In  this  matter  he  is  generally 
regarded  as  the  instrument  of  worse  men.  In 
saying  this,  I  do  not  mean  to  use  unparliamen- 
tary language,  or  to*  speak  in  terms  personally 
disrespectful  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Every  man  is  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of 
Providence  ;  and  as  idoatry  and  adulation  have 
made  a  divinity  of  the  Executive,  he  must  £be 
allowed  the  means  by  which  even  the  divinity 
works. 
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An  instrument'!  Let  no  one  be  offended, 
sir  !  In  some  sense,  whatever  conduces  to  ef- 
fect a  work  is  an  instrument — both  the  lever 
and  the  man  that  <  se;  it.  When  George  Can- 
ning (as  we  are  told  by  his  private  secretary) 
was  lamenting  his  pestion  m  that  ministry 
whose  anxieties  afterwards  destroyed  him,  his 
Jriend  who  listened  and  condoled  admitted  the 
impossibility  of  his  finding  advice  amonsr  bis 
colleagues.  "  It  is  not  advice  I  want,"  said  the 
impatient  statesman,  **  every  one  advises  me — 
"  but  tools  !  tools  !  tools !" 

Yes,  sir,  you  know  as  well  as  I,  that  power 
always  wants  tools.  Tool-,  s  r,  are  just  as  ne- 
cessary to  every  political  cabinet-maker  as  they 
are  to  the  manufacturer  of  wooden  secretaries. 
And  they  are  not  to  be  blamed,  sir,  for  using 
tools,  when  they  come  by  them  honestly  ;  but 
for  undertaking  work  which  no  tools  can  ex- 
ecute, or  choosing  tools  which  are  fit  for  no 
work  whatever.  In  good  hands,  sir,  every 
instrument  has  its  use.  Sometimes  the  work- 
man stuns  our  ears  with  the  harsh  monotony  of 
his  hand-saw,  and  anon  he  shapes  his  ends, 
somewhat  rudely  it  must  be  allowed,  with  the 
chip-choping  logic  of  his  broad  axe.  Even 
the. insinuating  little  gimblet  has  its  use  in  small 
matters,  and  the  two  or  three  inch  screw  auger 
drones  on  in  downward  sinuosity,  with  impitia- 
ble  tediousness,  whenever  the  objects  to  be 
operated  on  will  endure  so  great  a  bore. 

I  will  not  advert  to  the  danger  of  trusting  chil- 
dren, of  any  age  with  edged  tools.  1  gave  that 
warning  last  year  to  some  who  feel  it  now,  but 
will  abandon  the  chapter  of  proverbs  with  one 
more  adage.  Good  workmen,  they  say  never 
quarrel  with  their  instruments  If  this  be  true, 
we  must  have  the  worst  workmen  in  the  world, 
But  if  the  mode  of  deducing  his  authority,  and 
the  mode  ofintorpreting  it,  be  extraordinary,  the 
rules  and  motives  which  the  Secretary  supposes 
ought  to  govern  him  in  its  exercise,  are  more 
extraordinary  still.  He  says  :  **  It  is  not 
"necessary  that  the  deposites  should  be  unsafe, 
" in  order  to  justify  the  removal."  "The  bank 
"may  be  perfectly  solvent,  prepared  to  meet  all 
"  demands,  and  faithful  in  the  performance  of  its 
"  duties,  and  yet  the  public  interest  may  require 
"  the  deposites  to  be  withdrawn."  "  The  pub- 
lic good  requires  it !"  Sir,  how  comes  an  Ameri- 
can President,  or  Secretary,  by  the  language  of 
a  revolutionarytribunal,  or  a  committee  of  public 
safety?  And  what,  more  is  this,  sir?  What  is 
the  form  of  the  syllogism,  suggested  by  we  know 
not  whom, but,  as  we  guess  from  the  eulogy  and 
the  eulogist — adapted  by  the'  President,  and 
avowed  by  his  pliant  Secretary.  "  Tlic  public 
good  requires  it."  The  people  know  I  wish 
nothing  but  the  public  good,  and  the  public  good 
is  every  thing  I  wish  What  does  the  public 
good  require  in  regard  to  an  agent  or  instrument 
for  the  collection,  deposite,  and  disbursement  of 
the  public  money.  That  should  be  safely  kept, 
faithfully  accounted  for,  and  promptly  paid  over 
whenever  and  wherever  required,  in  a  medium  of 
uniform  value,  as  nearly  as  possible  on  an  equali- 
ty with  gold  and  silver  coin.  On  this  head,  1 1 
am  happy  to  avail  myself  of  an  authority  which/ 


will  not  be  underrated  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means?  It  is  the  re 
port  of  the  minority  of  that  Committee  at  the 
last  session. 

"That  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  not 
the  means  of  ultimately  paving  all  its  debts,  no 
one  will  maintain.  Whatever  may  have  been 
its  mismanagement,  it  is  not  to  be  apprehended 
i hat  its  bad  debts  are  equal  to  its  whoh-  capit.l 
<tock.  But  its  ultimate  solvency  is  not  the 
question  for  the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  point  to  be  considered  is,  whither  it 
has  been  a  prompt  and  faithjul  agent  of  the 
Treasury,  wlictherit  lutsbeen  able  and  willing  to 
pay  over  the  public  funds  deposited  in  it,  upon 
demand,  for  the  purposes  of  the  Government,-  and 
whether  it  is  now,  and  is  likely  hereafter  to  be,  in  a 
condition  to  do*o." 

Then,  the  only  adequate  reason  thought  of 
for  the  removal,  was  infidelity  or  incapacity  in 
the  ajjent.  Now,  the  only  reason  necessary,  is 
"the  public  good  requires  it."  The  Secretary 
does  not  pretend  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  failed  in  any  of  these  particulars.  He 
admits  that  it  was  faithful,  able,  safe;  but  he 
asserts,  that  his  opinion  of  the  public  interest, 
and  not  the  safety,  fidelity,  or  ability  of  the 
bank,  is  the  criterion  for  the  exercise  of  his  as- 
sumed power  of  removal.  And  what  are  the 
reasons  he  gives  for  believing  that  the  public 
interest  and  convenience  will  be  promoted  by 
removing  the  deposites? 

1st.  The  charter  of  the  bank  will  expire  on 
the  3d  March,  1836,  " 

2d.  The  law  creating  it,  in  many  of  its  pro- 
visions, is  unconstitutional. 

3d.  Th£  manifestations  of  public  opinion  have 
been  unfavorable  to  the  bank. 

4th.  The  bank  opposed  the  President,  and 
the  President  was  elected  in  spite  of  the  bank; 
ergo,  the  public  interest  and  convenience  will 
be  promoted  by  a  removal  of  the  deposites. 

5th.  The  bank  enlarged  its  issues  alter  Gen. 
Jackson  was  re-elected:  and  it  contracted  its 
issues  when  the  deposites  were  removed. 

6ih.  The  Government  directors  were  not  put 
on  all  the  committees  they  chose. 

7th.  The  bank  insists  on  damages  from  the 
United  States  on  a  protested  bill  of  exchange, 
as  "the  Government"  always  insists  on  damages 
from  individuals. 

8th.  The  bank  has  used  its  means  with  a  view 
to  political  power. 

9th.  It  has  paid  for  printing  sundiy  reports 
and  other  documents,  defending  the  bank  from 
various  aspersions. 

Such  are  the  celebrated  reason's.  Why  did 
he  not  sum  them  all  up  in  one?  '"The  bank  has 
been  suspected  of  incivism." 

Mr.  W.  said  he  would  not  then  analyze  ex- 
quisitely good  reasons  in  detail.  To  state  suem 
briefly,  considering  the  proofs  and  arguments 
by  which  they  are  supported,  was  to  his  mind, 
sufficient,  not  merely  to  overthrow, but  to  cover 
them  with  ridicule.  It  would  be  seen,  that  he 
confined  himself  to  the  reasons  of  the  Secretary 
alone.     He  quoted  the  Secretary's  own  words: 
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he  argued  from  his  own  statements;  out  of  kis 
own  mouth  he  condemned  him. 

1  have  not  thus  far  entered,  said  Mr.  W.,  m- 
to  the  question  of  who  removed  th<>  deposit  s? 
The  Sec.etary  says  he  did  it.  The  President 
*a)  s  he  did  it.  "T  assu-ne  the  responsibility." 
Now,  sir,  I  have  no  objection  to  any  person's 
t;  king-  A\  the  responsibility  that  belongs  to 
their  station,  but  let  them  beware  how  they 
deceive  then  solves  into  the  belief  that  they  o  ;- 
ly  assume  responsibility  when  they  usurp  power. 
But  whether  ihedeposites  were  removed  by  tlie 
President,  who,  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands, 
has  no  right  to  do  it,  or  by  the  Secretary,  who 
says  he  has  the  excluvivH  right,  deduced  from 
an  unconstitutional  charter,  and  his  accounta- 
bility to  the  President,  who  would  have  re- 
moved him  if  he  had  not  removed  them,  as  he 
had  already  removed  another  Secretary  for  not 
removing  them,  I  care.not,  just  now,  by  whom 
or  in  what  way  it  was  done;  my  attention  has 
been  turned  to  a  graver  question,  which  over- 
rides them  all  j  and  that  is,  «*  have  any  of  them 
the  power  independent  of  Congress?  Has  any 
officer  of  the  Government  the  right  to  assume 
the  entire  control  of  the  public  money, exempt 
from  an  aecoantab-ility  to  the  representatives  of 
the  States  and  the  eeople?'*  This  is.  what 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  maintains.  His 
principal  position,-,,  stripped  of  all  verbiage,  are 
simply  these: 

1.  The  power  is  exclusively  with  the  Secre- 
tary. 

2.  He  is  accountable  on'y  to.  the  President. 
3    He  must  lay  his  reasons  before  Congress, 

but  Congress  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  mat- 
/ter  save  by  a  new  act  of  legislation. 

Ace  sding  to  the  train  of  his  argument,  they 
can  neither  re1  urn  the  (Uposites,  nor  censure 
the  Secretary;,  and  according  to  the  charman 
of  the  Committee  of  Way?  and  Means,  this 
House  is  incapable — incapable  from  it-,  v  ry 
nature,  and  structure — of  investigating  the  sub- 
ject, and  ought  not  to  discuss  v,  until  they  had 
a  report  from  that  committee  to  enlighten  th^m. 
According  to  the  Secretary,  we  have  no  autho- 
rity to  decide;  according  to  the  gentleman,  we 
have  no  capacity  to  investigate;,  what  then  re, 
mains  for  us  !aut  to  dvsxiss?  No  one  will  doubt 
our  ability  tt>  do  that;  and  if  we  are  not  per- 
mitted to  do  that,  what  have  we  to  do?  Are  we 
in-  rely  to  register  the  edict  of  the  President,  as 
signed  by  his  Secretary  and  countersigned  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
.Means?  Yes,  sir,  this  we  are  told,  almost  in 
teirns,  is  all  we  oight  to  do.  Another  reason 
Ins  lately  been  found  why  we  should  not  tur- 
tle r  discuss,  this  matter.,  Tlie  agitation  out  of 
doors  is  produced  or  inflamed  by  live  discus 
sions  here. 

Sir,  this  is  not  the  least  extraordinary  part  of 
a  i-ery  extraordinary  series  of  proceedings.  At 
the  lust  ses-i'>n,  a  committee  were  ordered  to 
examine  into  the  state  of  the  bank,  and  report 
on  the  safety  of  the  public  deposites.  They 
reported  that  the  deposites,  in  their  opinion, 
might  safely  be  continued  there:  and  they  as- 
signed their  reasons,  which  «ver«t  adopted  by 


nearly  two-thirds  of  the  House.  The  Presi- 
dent, some  time  after,  desired  the  deposites 
should  be  removed,  and,,  in  a  celebrated  paper 
.read  to  his  cabinet  and  published  to  the  world, 
assigned  his  reasons-  Some  of  the  o-thi'tiet  dif 
f  red,  and  assigned  their  reasons^  He  requir- 
ed obedience  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, who  refused,  and  assigned  his  reasons. 
The  Pres;dent  turned  him  out  Without  thinking 
it  necessary  to  assign  any  re  isons,  and  found  a 
more  obedient  Secretary,  who  removed  the  de- 
posites as  per  order,  and  assigned  allsntsof 
reasons  in  o 'he  bargain,  even  some  that  were 
thought  of  afterwards.  And  we,  the  Congress 
of  tiie  United  States,,  the  coustituiional  guardi- 
ans of  the  people's  money, are  not  to  assign  our 
reasons'  We  have  no  authority  to  decide — no 
capacity  to  investigate;,  and  we  are  told  we 
ought  not  to  discuss  till  a  committee  enlightens 
us!  Sir,  the  committee  have  enlightened  us. 
And  in  what  manner?  For  what  purpose  did 
gentlemen  imagine  the  Secretary's  letter  was 
referred  to  the  committee?  Was  it  not  to  re- 
port whether  his  reasons,  were  satisfactory  otr 
otherwise' 

Have  they  performed  that  duty  ?  I  voted 
against  th.it  reference,  because  I  understood  the 
Secretary  to  have  filed  a  plea  to  the  jurisdiction* 
I  understood  him  to  assert,  ti.at  he  was  ac- 
countable t  >  the  President  only,  and  that  Con- 
gress had  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter..  Such, 
a  plea,  sitting  as  a  representative  of  the  people 
on  this  floor,  1  will  never  refer  to  any  master  in. 
chancery  whatever.  I  will  decide  it  here  and. 
at  once.  Well,  sir,  and  what  have  our  com  nit- 
tee  reported?  They  have  r  ported  us  an  argu- 
ment tube  sure,  but  what  are  their  conclusions?" 
They  argue  in  support  of  the  Secretary's  plea. 
D)  they  affirm  it?  They  go  beyond  him  in 
maintanng  the  absolute  authority  of  the  Hmo 
utiv&  over  the  money  of  the  people.  But  they 
are  careful  not  to  put  their  argument  in  the 
shape  of  a  distinct  prop  /anion  to  be  voted  foe 
by  the  people'*  representatives,  under  their 
re-ponsibility  to  the  people.  They  submit  no 
resolution  on  the  sufficiency  of  the  Secretary's 
reasons. 

The  object  of  submitting  the  reasons  of  the 
Secretaty  to  C  Tigress,  is  to  enable  Congress,  to. 
decide  on  them.  So  says  the.  President  in^liia 
cabinet  lecture. 

'The  only  object  of  the  provision  is  to  makQ 
his  reasons  accessible  to  Congress  and  enable 
'hat  body  the  more  read  ly  to  judge  of  their 
soundness  and  purity,'*  &.c. 

_  The  committee  argue  throughout  the  suffix 
cieiicy  of  those  re.anis.  They  add,  to  be  sure, 
o'htr  reasons  of  their  own,  which  are  unneces- 
sary, if  tho  reasons  of  the  Secretary  a  e  sufifU 
cient;  thereby  tacitly  admitting  that  the  reasons 
of  the  Secr-tary  are  insufficient:  but  they  sub- 
mit no  resolution  pronouncing  those  reasons  ad- 
equate or  inadequate,  though  the  only  motive 
for  assigning  them  to  Congress  is,  tha*  Congress 
should  pronounce  negatively  or  affirmatively 
on  such  a  proposition. 

Now,  sir,  I  dare  gent'emen  to  the  i«sue;  and, 
m  buying  dan,  I  mean  nothing  offensive.     I  in-. 
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tend  only  a  fair,  op  n,  cnivalric  defiance.  An 
Invitation  10  try  conchi -tons  wilh  us  hy  argument 
anl  a  vote  of  the  House,  on  the  single,  simjl 
proposition,  that  the  Secretary's  reasons  »re 
sufric  ent,  or  insufficient,  I  care  not  which.  On 
that  argument,  they  have  my  g  ge  before  them. 
If  they  do  not  take  it  up,  the  inference  is  irre- 
sistible. Meauw  hile,  let  ns  return  to  our  report. 
Wlrat  say  my  honest  friends  from  Pennsylva- 
nia to  it?  I  hope  I  rruy  he  permuted  to  c;*ll 
them  so.  I  have  at  all  times  had  honest  friends 
in  Pennsylvania,  wit!)  whom  1  was  proud  to  act; 
and  when  I  mention  the  ame  of  Gilmuiik,  long 
my  associate  on  the  Same  committee,  all  who 
knew  him  will  more  than  respond  to  the  justice 
of  the  epithe*.  What  say  my  fiienils  from 
Pennsylvania'  They  were,  some  of  them,  vo- 
ting very  earnestly  for  the  previous  question, 
because  the  people  at  home  were  for  action,  and 
•xpected  impatiently  the  greai  remedy  of  the 
Commit.ee  of  Ways  and  Means.  They  have  go1 
the  panacea.  D.>  they  find  the  patient  better  ? 
Are  tue  symptoms  relieved?  If  not,  is  it  not 
time  to  reft  ct  whether  there  is  most  danger 
from  the  disease  or  the  doctors? 

"Plus  n  medico  quam  n  morbo prriculi." 
Sir,  I  am  an  observer  of  days  and  times.  This 
report  came  in  on  the  4th  of  March.  May  one, 
without  presumption,  interpret  the  augury? — 
Does  it  mean  that  by  the  4th.  of  March  next, 
the  policy  of  that  report  will  be  utterly  explo- 
ded, and  by  the  4th  of  March  two  years  there- 
after, there  will  scarcely  be  a  fragment  left  of 
the  party  that  support  it?  If  so,  I  accept  the 
omen! 

Notwithstanding  the  time  I  have  already  oc- 
cupied, [  mu  t  g  a<,ce  over  this  report.  It  em- 
braces a  great  variety  of  matters.  As  to  its  dis- 
play of  historical  knowledge,  itmayes  aulishthe 
claim  of  the  author  to  be  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
*  sury  by  Executive  appointment,  during  th  re- 
cess, if  the  present  Secretary  is  not  co  firmed. 
As  to  the  three  per  cent,  stock,  the  loan  to  prin- 
ters, and  the  expense  of  printing,  the  affront  to 
the  Government  directors  of  not  putting  them 

on    whatever   committees   they  choose they 

have  bean  so  frequently  repeated  that  one  is  in- 
clined to  say  with  the  honest  Vicar  of  Wake 
field,  when  Ephraim  Jeukinson  begins  his  usual 
exhibition  of  "Sir,  the  cosmogony  or  creation  of 
the  u  orld,  according  to  the  opinions  of  Sanco- 
mathon,  Marntho  and  Berosus"--"!  beg  pardon, 
sir,"  said  the  Vicar,  "for  interrupting  so  much 
learning;  but  I  think  I  have  heard  all  that  be- 
fore." 

These  cha  ges,  though  most  of  them  were  re- 
peatedly investigated  and  condemned  during 
two  or  three  successive  sessions  of  Congress, 
have  been  reproduced  n  the  celebrated  cabinet 
paper,  and  are  repeated  in  the  present  report, 
for  the  sake,  perhaps,  of  the  ancestral  likeness. 
Their  frequent  repetition  evinces  a  solicitud 
f;r  their  success  which  could  not  be  greater  if 
it  were  paternal. 

The  committee  seem  surprised  and  scandal- 
ized that  the  bank  should  complain  of  a  "viola- 
tion of  chartered  rights,"  and  demand  "redress" 
for  such  violation  of  "an  act  of  justice." 


I  can  readily  conceive  that  the  honorable 
chairman,  whose  work  the  report  is  presumed 
to  be,  has  very  imperfect  ideas  of  the  obligation 
of  contracts  and  promises.  I  am  not  surprised, 
therefore,  that  'rights,"  "redress."  and  "jus- 
tice" are  words  ungrateful  to  his  ears.  That 
"the  Bank  has,  in  all  things,  performed  the 
stipulations  of  its  charter,"  should  be  supposed 
by  others  to  entitle  it  to  reciprocal  performance 
or  the  obligations  of  the  Govevnmeiv;  but  ac- 
cording to  the  theory  of  the  chairman,  perform- 
ance of  promises  on  one  side  establishes  no 
claim  to  performance  on  the  other.  What  his 
pricti.ee  may  be  I  pretend  not  to  determine. — 
On  that  point,  I  abide  by  the  previous  g 'test ion. 
Were  it  possible  for  me  to  feel  surprise  or 
terror  at  any  thing  tyranny  can  dare  or  servili- 
ty applaud,  I  should  experience  both  at  the 
rapid  progress  of  usurpation  which  we  have 
been  made  to  witness  in  a  few  short  months. 

The  President  began  by  requesting  his  newly 
appointed  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  remove 
the  deposites,  declaring  ''it  was  not  his  in  en- 
tion  t  ■  interfere  with  the  independent  exer- 
cise of  the  discretion  committed  to  him  bylaw 
over  the  subject.''  The  Secretary  did  attempt 
the  independent  exercise  of  his  discretion.  The 
President  thrust  him  from  office,  and  "asum- 
ingthe  respons  bility,"  exercised  that  authority 
over  "the  subject"  which,  according  to  his 
own  admi-sion,  had,  "by  the  law,"  been  "com- 
mitted" to  the  Secretary.  Still  the  President 
conceded,  in  t'ne  celeb ratedx  paper  read  to  the 
cabinet,  that,  "according  to  the  frame  and  prin- 
ciple of  our  Government,  the  decision  [on  the 
removal  of  the  deposites]  would  seem  more 
properly  to  belong  to  the  legislative  power. :: 
And  in  "the  same  paper,  spe  king  of  the  Secre-  . 
tary,  he  says,  "  The  provision  that  he  shall  re- 
port his  reasons  to  Congress  is  no  limitation. 
Had  it  not  been  inserted,  he  would  have  been 
responsible  to  Congress;  had  he  made  a  removal 
for  any  other  than  good  reasons,  and  his  re- 
sponsibility now  ceases  upon  the  rendition  of 
sufficient  ones  to  Congress. 

In  another  part  of  the  same  paper,  he  asserts 
it  to  be  "the  duty  of  one  of  the  Executive  De- 
pigments to  decide,  in  t'ie  first  instance,  suo- 
ject  to  the  future  action  of  the  lea  sUtire  power, 
whether  the  public  deposites  shall  rem  »in  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States." 

In  the  annual  messige  is  first  darkly  hinted 
that  Executive  irresponsibility  which  the  new 
Secretary,  in  his  reason-,  timidly  asserts,  and 
the  committee  in  their  report  openly  maintain. 
This  is  the  passage,  in  rd'errence  to  the  judg- 
ment to  be  passed:  '«  It  will  be  for  those  in 
whose  beha'f  we  all  act  to  decide  whether  the 
Executive  D  •partment  of  the  Government,  in 
the  steps  wh  ch  it  hastik.-n  on  the  subject,  has 
been  found  in  the  line  of  its  duty."  The  inti- 
mation given  is,  that  such  a  decision  is  lor  "the 
people/'  not  the  represent  I'iyea  of  the  people. 
And  in  what  Way  are  the  people  to  decide.'  Is 
it  by  another  election  of  President? 

The  new  Secretary,  as  in  duty  bound,  im- 
proved upon  this  hint.  He  too,  however,  ad- 
mi's  th.it  ihe  power  was  Legislative,    but  has 
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become  Executive;  and  insists  that,  for  its  ex- 
ercise, he  is  accountable  to  the  chief  Executive 
officer  alone. 

The  committee,  emboldened  apparently  by 
the  pH>sivene-.s  with  which  »ll  this  had  been  re- 
ceived, or  encouraged,  peihaps,  by  seeing1  pe- 
titioners flocking  to  the  President  instead  of 
Congress,  are  daring  enough  to  assert  that  the 
power  of  designating  the  place  of  deposite  for 
the  public  money  was  originally  an  Executive 
power,  hai  always  been  an  execuiive  power, 
and  still  is  an  executive  power  !  Thus,  in  six 
months,  I  as  a  portion  of  po-wer,  involving  the 
safe-keeping  of  the  whole  public  treasure  at  the 
comoieucement  of  that  period,  admitted  by  the 
President  and  his  Secretary  to  be  a  «•  legislative 
power" temporarily  delegated,  to  be  exercised 
under  responsibility  to  Congress,  been  convert- 
ed into  an  Executive  power,  to  be  exercised  no- 
minally by  the  Secretary,  really  by  the  Presi- 
dent without  any  responsibility,  save  to  the 
people,  a  pfe-approval  of  whose  acts  is  inferred 
from  his  election.  If  it  is  an  executive  power 
why  do  they  come  to  us  to  legislate  for  its  ex- 
ercise? Does  the  President  or  Secretary,  feel 
that  they  require  a  bill  of  indemnity?  Sir,  flu 
British  minister  would  have  dared  to  do  wh»t 
they  did,  without  asking  for  one.  I  remember 
no  parallel  case  in  British  history,  but  the  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments  by  order  of  Coun- 
cil, during  the  ministry  of  William  Pitt;  and, 
for  that  act,  a  bill  of  indemnity  was  brought  in. 

And  how  was  that  measure  characterized  by 
one  of  England's  noblest  patriots?  '-It  was  cer- 
tainly must  true,"  said  Mr.  Fox,  "that,  in  pass 
ingthis  bill,  they  were  enacting  robbery  and 
fraud;  for  robbery  and  fraud  it  was,  in  direct 
and  heinous  characters,  but  it  had  now  become 
an  imperious  necessity,  that  the  illegal  order  of 
Council,  which  had  been  illegally  obeyed, 
should  be  continued  for  a  limited  time  by  the 
force  of  a  statute." 

•'The  reasons  given  by  the  Solicitor  General 
in  justification  of  the  measure,  and  his  descrip- 
tion of  the  character  of  the  bank,  were  addi- 
tional alarms  to  his  mind.  According  to  his 
doctrine,  the  public  establishment  of  the  bank 
was  the  creature  of  Government,  over  which 
they  might  exercise  whatever  power  the  policy 
of  the  moment  might  dictate,  for  it  was  origin- 
ally created  for  their  use,  and  to  be  obedient 
to  their  pleasure*" 

"  He  deprecated  all  these  false  and  fatal  doc- 
trines; all  these  deviations  from  the  simplicity 
of  rectitude  from  the  morals  of  the  constitution. 
They  were  as  detestable  in  their  character  as 
they  must  be  effectual  in  their  practice.  They 
would  serve  only  to  plunge  us  into  ignominy,  as 
they  had  already  precipitated  us  into  ruin,  and 
leave  us  bankrupts  in  fame,  as  well  as  in  for- 
tune." 

These  are  the  terms  in  which  a  British  com- 
moner stigmatised  the  act  of  a  British  minister; 
and  gentlemen  complain  here,  mawkish  sensi 
bility,,  Of  the  free  language  which  American  re- 
presentatives use  towards  an  American  Presi- 
dent and  Secretary ! 

The  style  and  spirits  of  all  these  documents, 


from  the  veto  message  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, are,  in  my  judgment,  highly  exceptiona- 
ble. They  have  a  general  similitude.  There  is 
throughout,  too  little  calm  reason,too  little  of  so- 
ber and  enlightaned  experience;  and  too  much 
appeal  to  the  more  ignoble  passions.  Instead  of 
clear  sighted,  deep-searching,  and  far  reaching 
sagacity,  we  have  the  incarnate  spirit  which 
practices  on  the  popular  delusions,  and  has  been 
the  ruin  of  all  republics.  The  Demus  of  the  old 
Greek  comedy,  the  Agrarians  of  Rome,  the  de- 
sciples  of  Spence  in  England,  and  the  jacobins 
in  France,  held  similar  language.  It  is  the  first 
time,  however,  I  believe,  that  we  have  seen  the 
Chief  Executive  Magistrate  of  a  free  and  intel- 
ligent people  made  to  talk  and  act  Jack  Cade. 

For  myself,  that  part  of  the  present  system  of 
administration,  which  tends  to  keep  the  Presi- 
dent in  ignorance  of  the  truth,  and  to  encourage 
and  perpetuate  the  deception  of  the  people,  has 
my  especial  detestation  and  abhorrence.  Sir,  I 
sincerely  believe  the  President  is  deceived.  I 
believe,  with  his  late  Secretary  of  the  I 'reasury, 
"  not  only  that  he  is  not  in  the  hands  of  his  con>- 
"  stitutional  advisers,  but  that  their  advice  is  suc- 
'*  cessfully  resisted  by  persons  whose  views  are 
"at  variance  with  the  public  interests  and  the 
"President's  fame." 

Such  a  system  can  be  continued  only  by  the 
worst  instruments,,  for  the  vrorst  purposes  ;  and 
while  indignation  must  be  excited  by  the  public 
sufferings,  which  those  unworthy  favorites  pro- 
duce, it  is  mixed  with  pity  for  the  unfortunate 
and  deluded  being  who  is  duped  by  the  basest 
of  his  servants,  becausethey  natter  and  inflame 
his  passions. 

"  Multi  reges  ut  pupilli,  non  regimt  sed  reguti- 
tur  " 

Under  this  sinister  influence,  as  I  am  persua- 
ded, this  whole  scheme  has  been  conceived, 
commenced,  and  prosecuted,  in  a  spirit  of  tricke- 
ry and  deception.  The  late  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  was  invited  to  accept  office,  without 
knowing  what  was  expected  of  him.  There  is 
now  the  clearest  evidence  that  the  removal  of  the 
deposites  was  predetermined.  When  he  refused 
another  was  appointed,  and  that  other  assigned 
as  reasons,  occurrences  happening  after  the  re- 
solutions to  remove  was  taken.  The  President, 
in  his  message,  says: 

"  Since  the  last  adjournment  of  Congress,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  directed  the  mo- 
ney of  the  United  States  to  be  deposited  in  cer- 
tain State  banks,  designated  by  him,  and  he  will 
immediately  lay  before  you  his  reasons  for  this 
direction."  And  subsequently,  "  As  by  the  terms 
of  the  bank  charter,  no  officer  but  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  could  remove  the  deposites."  &c. 

In  the  paper  read  to  the  cabinet  he  declares, 
"He  begs  the  cabinet  to  consider  the  measure  as 
his   own — its  responsibility  has  been  assumed."- 

Which  of  the  President's  declarations  are  we 
to  believe?  The  whole  proceeding  furnishes  nu- 
merous examples  of  duplicity,  and  departure  in 
pleading. 

In  the  first  instance,  the  fact  of"  alarm  and  dis- 
tress was  ridiculed,  with  equal  wit  and  judgment. 
Next,  the  fact  was  admitted,  after  it  became  un- 
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deniable',  and  then  the  bank  was  blamed.  It  has 
been  made  to  appear,  that  the  reduction  of  loans 
by  the  bank,  up  to  the  5th  March,  has  not  been 
so  great,  by  upwards  oi'  four  millions,  as  the  re- 
duction of  deposites;  and  that,  from  the  1st  Jan- 
uary to  the  1st  March,  there  lias  been  an  actual 
increase  in  the  loans  of  the  bank  of  more  than  a 
million  and  a  quarter.  This  accusation  against 
the  bank,  of  having  occasioned  or  increased  the 
public  distress,  is  now  decisively  refuted.  It  has 
passed  out  of  reputable  circulation,  into  the  hands 
of  those  who  emit  all  the  arguments  they  hear, 
without  reference  to  quality. 

What  next?  The  distress  is  acknowledged 
and  justified.  "The  failures  that  are  now  ta- 
king place,"  says  the  President,  "are  among 
the  stook  jobbers,  brokers,  and  gamblers-  and 
would  to  God  they  were  all  swept  from  the 
land!" 

The  speeches  of  the  opposition,  according-ito 
certain  administration  orators,  have  produced  all 
the  distress,  and  all  the  petitions!  If  speeches 
are  so  effective,  how  comes  their  effect  to  be  so 
disproportionate?  If  our  speeches  can  produce 
distress,  why  cannot  theirs  allay  it? 

Sir,  in  this  House,  the  gentlemen  who  com- 
plain of  our  distressing  speeches  have  the  pow- 
er. Why  do  they  not  use  it  to  relieve  the  coun- 
try? They  can  put  an  end  to  our  speeches  when- 
ever they  choose.  But,  instead  of  devising  any 
effectual  remedy,  they  rebuke  the  people  *br  ma- 
king known  their  distresses.  What  is  this  but 
saying,  "Be  silent  wretches,  your  groans  dis- 
turb the  Emperor?" 

The  President  says,  that  all  who  trade  on 
borrowed  capital  will  break,  and  ought  to  break. 
If  it  be  true,  that  bankruptcy  awaits  all  who 
have  obtained  more  credit  than  they  deserve,  he, 
and  his  present  counsellors,  will  be  the  first  ga- 
zetted. 

Even  his  scheme  of  a  metallic  currency  is  bor- 
rowed? What  is  good  in  it  is  not  new,  and 
what  is  new  is  not  good. 

One  of  the  extraordinary  spectacles  to  which 
the  present  state  of  things  has  given  rise,  is  the 
fruitless  attempt  which  has  been  made  to  open  the 
eyes  of  the  President,  by  means  of  petitions  and 
deputations.  It  is  the  first  time,  in  my  memory 
at  least,  that  the  people  have  passed  by  Congress 
to  invoke  the  compassion  of  the  President.  We 
have  made  one  step  towards  mo.iarchy,  when 
petitions  are  addressed,  not  to  parliament,  but  to 
the  throne.  And  how  were  they  received?  How 
did  he  treat  his  white  children  who  had  come  so 
far  to  have  a  talk  with  their  great  father?  Let 
them  answer  for  themselves.  The  New  York 
delegation  addressed  him.  "You  are  aware,  sir, 
that  we  are  a  delegation  from  mechanics  and 
artisans  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  make  known 
to  the  Government  the  pecuniary  difficulties  ua 
der  which  the  citizens  are  laboring  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  Well,  what  do  you  want?  What 
would  you  have  me  do?  What  do  you  come  here 
for!  Why  don't  you  go  the  United  States  Bank? 
G©  to  Nicholas  Biddle!  His  manner  was  agita- 
ted, expressing  impatience  and  anger.  We 
replied,  thatVe  were  not  authorized  to  make  ap- 1 
plication  to  the  bank,  but  to  the  Government  for 


an  amelioration  of  our  sufferings.  -  To  which  he 
replied :  I  have  been  applied  to  by  committee  af- 
ter committee,  from  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  and  New  York  again;  one,  two,  five, 
seven,  and  you  are  the  eighth.  I  have  dealt  open- 
ly and  candidly  with  all ;  you  have  seen  ths 
committee  from  your  city — they  could  tell  you 
my  determination.  I  told  them,  and  I  now  tell 
you,  I  never  will  restore  the  deposites;  I  never 
will  recharterthe  United  States  Bank,  or  sign  a 
charter  for  any  other  bank,  so  long  as  my  name 
is  Andrew  Jackson. 

"  His  energy  and  his  anger  increased  as  he 
continued  to  speak.  We  replied,  that  we 
did  not  come  to  ask  the  lecharter  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  Bank,  but  merely  to  declare  that 
our  complaints  did  notorignate  in  fiction  ;  and 
to  request  from  the  Government  the  adoption 
of  some  system  which  might  tend  to  restore 
mercantile  confidence.  He  asked,  *How  am 
I  to  do  that  ?'  We  reolied,  that  we  were 
not  instructed  to  dictate  to  the  Government 
what  to  do  ;  but  we  looked  upon  the  want 
of  a  good  understanding  between  the  (Presi- 
dent and  the  bank,  as  tue  great  cause  of  our 
present  embarrassment.  At  this  he  became 
excessively  agitated ,  rose  fr.m  his  seat,  and 
shaking  his  finger  in  an  earnest  and  threaten- 
ing manner,  said,  *  In  what  way  have  Ipro- 
dticed  it?'  To  which  we  replied,  « You  in- 
formed Congress,  in  your  official  communica- 
tions, that  you  did  not  believe  the  bank  was 
solvent ;  that  it  would  not  be  able,  on  wind- 
ing up,  to  pay  all  demands  against  it.'  The 
President  replied,  '  I  did  so,  and  say  it  now  ; 
it  will  not  pay  all  ;  it  is  a  corrupt  and  abomi- 
nable institution,  buying  up  presses,  and  in- 
terfering with  elections  throughout  the  coun- 
try. It  has  violated  its  charter  repeatedly.' 
We  answered,  that  the  business  portion  of 
the  citizens  of  New  York,  we  believe,  view 
it  in  a  different  light  ;  but,  if  the  bank  has 
violated  its  charter,  the  laws  point  out  the 
proper  course  to  be  pursued.  Here  his  ex- 
citement assumed  an  extraordinary  shape, 
his  whole  fiame  trembling  with  agitation. 
'  Well,'  said  he,  'have  I  not  pursued  lawful 
measures  ?'  We  answered,  that  the  charter 
authorized  the  President  to  issue  a  scire  facias, 
but  we  believed  that  course  had  not  been 
pursued.  He  answered,  in  a  vehement  man- 
ner, '  It  may  be,  however,  before  the  affairs 
of  the  bank  are  wound   up.' 

"  He  became  too  angry  now  to  hope  for  any 
good  growing  out  of  further  conversation. 
One  of  our  committee,  with  a  hope  of  ap- 
peasing his  extreme  irritation,  said  to  him, 
in  the  kindest  manner,  'May  it  please  the 
President,  we  have  been  particularly  instruct- 
ed by  those  whom  we  represent,  not  only  to 
present  our  memorial  to  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, but  to  statv,  personally,  to  the  Execu- 
tive our  grievances,  and  ask  the  wisdom  of 
the  Government  to  devise  some  method  for 
our  relief.'  But  the  President  continued, 
«  Why  am  1  teazed  with  committees  f  Here 
I  am  receiving  two  or  three  anopymous  let- 
ters  etery  day,  threatening  me    with  assassi- 
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nation  if  I  don't  restore  the  depo  ites,  and  re- 
charter  the  bank  ;  the  abom  nable  institu  ion 
— the  monster  that  lias  grown  up  out  of  cir- 
cumstances, and  Ims  attempted  to  control  the 
Government;  I've  got  my  foot  upm  it,  and 
I'll  crush  it.'  (Tise  Globe  lay  before  him  on 
the  table,  containing  some  of  the  letters  re- 
ferred to.)  He  continued:  'Am  I  to  violate 
my  constitutional  oath.'  Is  it  to  be  expected 
that  I  am  to  be  turned  from  my  purpose  '  Is 
Andrew  Jacks  >n  to  bow  the  knee  to  the  golden 
calf,  as  did  the  Israelites  of  old  ?  I  tell  y>  u, 
if  you  want  relief,  go  to  Nicholas  Biddle.'  We 
replied ,  *  Nicholas  Biddle  will  tell  us  ihat  he  is 
but  following  the  recommendations  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive in  winding  up  the  affairs  of  the  bank, 
by  curtailing  its  discounts.'  The  rage  of  the 
Piesident  now  increased,  if  possible,  to  a  de- 
gree which  we  shall  not  attempt  to  descibe. 
He  continued,  '  Did  I  advise  him  to  interfere 
with  elections,  and  corrupt  the  morals  of  the 
people  !  Did  I  advise  him  to  withdraw  thirty- 
five  millions  from  the  purchase  of  inland  bdls 
of  exchange  in  the  Western  country  ?  1  tell 
you,  I  am  opposed  to  all  banks  and  banking 
operations,  fiom  the  South  Sea  bubble  to  the 
present  time.  The  Israelites,  during  the  ab- 
sence of  Moses  to  the  mount,  mi-le  a  golden 
calf,  and  fell  down  and  worshipped  it ;  and 
they  sorely  suffered  for  thir  idolatry.  The 
people  of  this  country  may  yet  be  punished  lot 
their  idolatry.  Let  the  United  States  Bank 
relieve  the  community  by  issuing  their  notes. 
and  I  pledge  myself  that  the  State  banks  shall 
not  oppress  it.'  " 

He  told  the  committee  of  delegates  from  Phil- 
adelphia: 

"  1.  That  application  for  relief  must  be  made 
to  the  B  nk  of  the  Uniled  Slates  and  not  to  him; 
that  whatever  distress  existed  in  the  community 
(and  he  believed  there  was  some  distress)  had 
been  caused  by  the  bank,which  was  hoarding  its  spe- 
cie and  curt  iling  its  discounts  in  order  to  crush 
the  State  banks  and  compel  the  Government  to 
abandon  its  policy.  That  the  Executive  had  no 
power  to  relieve  the  distresses  of  the  community, 
but  that  the  stockholders  of  the  bank  might  ob- 
ject by  electing  directors,  who  would  conduct 
its  affairs  honestly  and  on  principles  of  christian 
benevolence." 

"  2.  That  the  present  directors  of  the  bank 
bad  violated  its  charter,  by  giving  to  the  Presi- 
dent the  whole  power  of  the  bank  ;  a  power  to 
use  its  funds  without  voucher  or  receipt.  That 
such  a  power  in  the  hands  of  one  man  was  dan- 
gerous to  the  liberties  of  the  country,  and  had 
been  used  to  destroy  the  elective  franchise.  That 
the  President  of  the  bank,  if  an  honest  man, 
would  not  have  accepted  a  trust  so  unlawful. 
That  for  these  reasons  he  regarded  the  bank  as  a 
monster  of  corruption,  which  he  was  determined 
to  put  down.  That  a  bank  so  using  its  powers 
ought  (as  he  repeatedly  expressed  it)  to  be  robbed 
of  those  powers." 

"3.  That  the  law  creating  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  was,  in  his  opinion,  unconstitu- 
tional.  That  no  power  to  create  a  National 
Bank  was  coufered,  or  intended  to  be  confer. 


ed,  by  the  Constitution.  That  the  provision 
by  which  Congress  was  authorised  to  regu'ate 
the  cor.ency,  had  reference  only  to  domestic 
and  foreign  coin,  and  not  to  paper  of  any  de- 
scription. 

"4.  That,  having  made  up  hit  mind  irrevo- 
cably upon  all  these  points,  Andrew  Jackson 
never  would  restore  the  deposites  to  the  bank; 
Andrew  Jack-on  would  never  recharter  that 
monster  of  corruption;  that  neither  persuasion 
nor  coercion,  not  the  opinions  of  the  people:, 
nor  the  voice  of  the  legislature,  could  shake 
his  fixed  determination;  that  sooner  than  to  con- 
sent to  restore  the  deposites  or  recharter  the 
bank,  he  would  undergo  the  to  tures  ol  ten 
Spanish  Inquisitions;  that  sooner  than  live  in  a 
country  where  such  a  power  prevailed,  lie 
would  seek  an  asylum  in  the  wilds  of  Arabi  i. 

"5.  It  was  announced  by  the  President  that  he 
meant  to  continue  the  piesent  system  of  collec- 
ting the  revenue  by  the  Sate  banks,  until  the 
experiment  had  been  fully  tried,  an  1  at  all  e-  1 
vents,  un'.ilthe  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the 
United  States  Bank;  that  he  hid  no  doubt  of 
the  success  of  the  experiment,  nor  that  the 
State  baiks  would  answer  all  the  purpo^es  cf 
the  countrj ;  that  he  would  furnish  the  country 
with  a»  good,  nay,  a  better  and  more  solvent 
currency  than  that  .of  the  National  Bank;  that 
he  had  early  forseen  and  provided  against  the 
inclination  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to 
crush  the  State  banks,  and  that  his  interposition 
alone  had  saved  them  from  ruin;  that  he  would 
continue  to  protect  the  State  banks  by  all  the 
means  in  his  power. 

"6.  The  President  admitted  that  considerable 
distress  had  followed  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  iel«tion  to  the  d*  posies.  He  had  nev- 
er doubted  that  brokers  and  stock-speculators, 
and  a'l  who  were  doing  business  on  a  borrowed 
capital,  would  suffer  severely  under  the  effects 
of  the  measure,  and  that  all  such  people  ought 
to  break  '5 

How  did  he  answer  the  delegition  of  citi- 
zens from  Baltimore? 

The  following  extracts  are  from  that  confer- 
ence: 

•'General,  you  are,  no  doubt,  aware  that  this 
Committee  has  the  honor  to  be  delegated  by  the 
citizens  of  Baltimote,  without  regard  to  party, 
o  come  to  you,  sir, — the  fountain  head, — to 
rmke  known  the  distressing  situation  of  the  cur- 
rency of  this  country,   and  respectfully  to  ask, 

from  vou,  relief," 

•Relief,  sir!' — intenupted  the  President,  in  a 
tone  of  excitement — come  not  to  me,  sir! — go 
to  the  Monster!  Did  not  Nicholas  Biddle  come 
here,  sir,  and,  on  his  oath,  swear  before  a  Com- 
mittee, that,  wih  six  millions  in  his  vaults,  he 
could  meet  the  wants  of  the  whole  people? 
And  now,  —  w  hen  he  has  wrung  more  than  ten 
millions  from  the.  people, — he  sends  you  to  me 
for  relief!  It  is  f  My,  sir,  to  talk  to  Axdhjjvv 
Jackson.  The  Government  will  not  bow  to  the 
Monster!' 

•Sir,'  said  the  Chairman,  the, 'currency  of  the 
country  is  in  a  dreadful  situation.  The  State 
banks  have  not  confidence  in  each  other ;  they 
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mnot  give  trade  the  facilities  required.  I  have 
teently  travelled  to  and  form  the  Falls  of  Ohio 
Baltimore,  and  can  assure  you,  sir,  I  have 
card  hut  one  opinion  on  this  subject.  We  are 
our  friends— not  politicians.  I  have  always 
en,  up  to  the  present  moment,  a  dec  dedfiinul 
f  your  administration  '  Here  the  President,  in 
very  angry  tone  of  voice,  interrupted  theChair- 
lan,  by  saying — 
'*»ir,  you  keep  one-sided  company.  Andrew 
ackson  has  fifty  letters  from  persons,  of  all  par- 
tes, daily,  on  this  subject.  Sir,  he  has  more  and 
letter  information  than  you,  sir— or  any  of  you. 
Andrew  Jackson  published  his  opinions  in 
September  last.  I  am  surprised  that  you  should 
hus  talk  to  me,  sir!  It  is  folly:  you  would 
iave  us,  like  the  people  of  Ireland,  paying  tribute 
o  London,  that  already  gets  a  large  amount  an 
lually  from  this  country,  extorted  from  the  la- 
>oring  part  of  the  community.  The  failures 
hat  :  re  now  taking  place  are  amongst  the  stock- 
obbers,  brokers,  and  gamblers,  and  would  to 
Sod,  they  were  all  swept  from  the  land! — it 
would  be"  a  happy  thing  for  the  country  ' 
J  'Sir,'  said  the  Chairman,  'all  my  experience 
boes  to  show  that  there  is  no  money  more  cheer- 
ully  paid  by  the  merchants  and  people  of  this 
pountry,  than  interest — bank  interest — not  such 
interest  as  they  now  pay — say  two  and  a  half 
per  cent,  to  collect  a  sight  draft  drawn  in  Balti 
more  or  Pittsburgh.' 

♦Sir,'  replied  the  President,  'I  had  last  night, 
any  amount  of  money  offered  me  on  good  securi- 
ty, by  a  gentleman  from  New  York,  at  six  per 
cent.  They  are,  sir,  men  who  have  overtraded 
that  are  now  pressed.  The  real  capi'alists  of 
the  country  felt  the  pressure  last  September  and 
October,  when  the  monster  first  put  the  screw 
down.  Did  not  the  monster  draw  fr"m  the  South 
and  West,  last  fall,  thirty  five  millions  ?  For 
what,  sir?  To  oppress  the  State  banks  in  your 
city,  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Boston.  But 
Andrew  Jackson  foresaw  what  they  were  about, 
and  met  them.  Sir,  I  could  have  destroyed  the 
monster  in  thirty  days— but  the  President  would 
not  do  it.  Not"  wishing  to  bring  distress  upon 
the  people,  An  jrew  Jackson  invited  a  compro- 
mise with  the  mammoth, — they  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  me,  and  now,  sir,  I  will  have 
nothing  to  do  with  them.  The  restoration  of  the 
depocites  is  virtually  a  renewal  of  the  chaiter  ; 
one  and  the  same  thing.' 

The  Chairman  answered — 'The  people,  sir, 
have  not  understood  the  President,  if  he  13  un- 
willing to  hear  their  calls  and  demands.' 

Here,  in  a  vehement  manner,  the  President  ex 
claimed;  'the  people!  talk  to  Andrew  Jackson, 
sir,  about  the  people !  the  people,  sir,  are  with 
me.  I  have  undergone  much  peril  for  the  liber- 
ties of  this  people  ;  and  Andrew  Jackson  yet 
lives,  to  put  his  foot  upon  the  head  of  the  mon- 
ster, and  crush  him  to  the  dust.' 

•Sir,'  interrupted  the  Chairman,  again,  'the 
country  has  tried  your  measures  ;  they  will  not 
do— they  will  ruin  two-thirds  of  the  good  trading 
men  of  t'.ie  country.  You  have  bled  us  — we 
are  sick,  fainting,  and  dying,  one  after  another." 
'Tne  mammoth,  sir,'  replied  the  President, 


in  a  viol- nt  rage,  'ha9  bled  you.  When  I  put 
'.im  down,  si' ,  the  other  moneyed  institutions 
will  meet  all  the  wants  of  the  people.  It  is 
folly  in  the  extreme  to  talk  to  me  thus,  sir.  I 
would  rather  undergo  the  tortures  often  Span- 
ish Inquisitions  than  that  the  deposites  should 
be  restored,  or  the  monster  be  rechartered.' 

•Sir,'  said  the  Chairman,  'as  there  is  no  gene- 
ral relief  to  be  had,  direct  the  public  n  oney 
now  in  the  State  bank,  in  our  city,  back  to  the 
branch  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
they  will,  at  once,  give  Baltimore  relief.' 

'Talk  not  to  me,  sir,  about  your  branch!'  ex- 
claimed the  President— 'Did  they  not  send  in 
nine  thousand  dollars  of  their  illegal  bills  of 
checks  to  the  bank,  the  first  day  ?  Let  them 
make  another  move  on  the  board,  a^d  Andrew 
Jackson  will  check-mate  them.  Let  them  turn 
the  screw  again,  and  I  will  make  them  feel  the 
power  of  the  Executive,  by  returning  on  them 
ten  millions  of  dollars  of  their  illegal  checks 
now  in  circulation." 

«I  hope,  sir,'  said  the  Chairman,  'you  will  be 
able  to  demonstrate  how  the  country  is  to  pay 
upwards  of  fifty  millions  of  discounted  paper, 
now  due  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni  ed  States,  with 
a  metallic  currency  but  little  over  twenty  mill- 
ions " 

The  answer  was 


•Go,  go  to  the  monster  ! 
and  only  the  other  day,  sir,  what  did  the  mons- 
ter do?  Disputed  with  the  Executive  the  right 
to  the  pension  fund?5  At  this  time  the  Presi- 
dent had  grown  into  such  a  rage,  that  no  object 
w*s  to  be  gained  by  attempting  to  prolo  g  the 
discussion,  and  as  several  of  the  delegation  had 
already  manifested  'heir  wish  and  their  impa- 
tience to  close  the  conference,  the  members  of 
the  delegati  n  withdrew." 

Sir,  said  Mr.  W".,  I  desire  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood,  I  take  no  pleasure  in  repeat  ng  the 
description  of  scenes  calculated  to  discredit  our 
country  and  its  institutions.  But  the  time  is 
past  for  reserve  and  delicacy.  We  must  speak 
the  truth.  It  should  be  the  truth  only,  howe- 
ver: and,  if  the  people  cannot  get  at  that,  it 
shall  not  be  my  fault.  Sir,  the  report  of  the 
Philadelphia  committee  has  been  impugned  as 
the  offspring  of  party  spleen.  The  general 
concurrence  of  all  the  reports  is  a  presumption 
in  favor  of  their  general  correctness.  The  high 
personal  character  of  the  individuals  who  com- 
posed those  delegations,  is  a  guarantee  for  the 
ruth  of  any  statement  they  would  make;  but 
we  have  here  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  dis- 
tinct and  direct  evidence.  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Heath,)  long  a 
devoted  fri  nd  of  the  President,  but  more.  I 
am  snre,  the  friend  of  truth  than  the  friend  of 
anv  man,  accompanied  that  delegation  I  re- 
gret to  perceive  that  the  gentleman,  usually  so 
diligent  in  his  attendance  on  this  House,  is  not, 
at  this  moment,  in  his  seat.  It  was  my  wish  to 
have  inquired  of  him  whether  the  statement 
given  by  the  Baltimore  delegation  was,  in  every 
important  particular,  substantially  true?  [Just 
then  Mr.  Heath  entered,  and  Mr.  Wilde  re- 
peating his  observations— 
JMr.  Heath  said  he  was  himself  present  at  the 
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interview  between  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  the  delegation  from  Baltimore,  and 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  asserting,  so  far  as  it  re- 
lates, to  that  interview,  that  their  report  was 
substantially  correct  in  every  particular.  In  ad- 
dition, he  would  remark  that  he  had  been  long- 
acquainted  with  the  gentlemen  composing  that 
delegation,  and  he  knew  them  to  be  incapable 
of  appending  their  names  to  any  statement  of 
the  correctness  of  which  they  were  not  well  as- 
sured. They  were  neither  office  holders  nor 
office  hunters,  and,  therefore,  could  have  had 
no  motive  in  lending  themselves  to  any  misre- 
presentation of  facts.  ] 

Mr.  Wilde  cont'nued:  he  rejoiced  that  they 
had  thus  at  last  obtained  authentic  evidence  of 
the  President's  language  and  opinions. 
•  Among  the  extraordinary  delusions  under 
which  i he  chie:  executive  officer  seems  to  labor, 
one  not  the  least  extraordinary,  is  that  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  has  withdrawn  thirtt 
five  millions  of  dollars,  during  the  last  autumn 
from  the  South  and  West.  Now,  sir,  it  is 
known  to  every  one,  but  the  President,  that  the 
whole  reductions  of  the  Bank,  from  the  first  of 
October  to  the  first  of  March,  was  short  of  four 
millions  !* 

Whatever  course  of  conduct  the  Bank  adopts 
in  relation  to  its  discounts  is  sure  to  be  disap- 
proved by  the'President  and  his  friends.  When 
the  bank  had  increased  its  loans  in  consequence 
of  its  increased  ability  to  lend,  and  the  increas- 
ed disposition  of  the  public  to  borrow — what 
was  the  cry?  The  bank  is  unsafe!  Its  western 
debt  is  enormous  and  insecure.  It  lends  too 
much  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  ex- 
tends no  accommodation  elsewhere;  the  depos- 
ites  should  be  withdrawn.  This  is  the  purport 
of  the  minority  report  of  last  session.  [Rep.  pp. 
14,  15,  17,40.] 

The  deposites  are  withdrawn,  and  the  Bank 
makes  preparations  :is  slowly  and  gently  as  pos- 
sible to  wind  up  its  affairs.  The  people  carry 
their  complaints  to  the  President.  "Go  to  Bid- 
die!  Did  I  tell  him  to  withdraw  thirty-five  mil- 
lions from  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi?" 

If  the  bank  went  to  electioneer  in  the  valley 
of  the  Mississippi,  what  degree  of  political  influ- 
ence could  it  hope  to  purchase  among  those 
small  States  there?  If  men  were  to  be  bought, 
why  not  bid  for  some  State  which  has  votes  e- 
nough  to  turn  the  scale?  Is  the  valley  of  the 
Mississippi  alone  venal? 

Sir,  I  have  no  idea  that  the  bank  wished  to 
buy  men,  or  that  any  great  quantity  of  them  are 
in  the  market  in  any  part  of  the  country.  But 
if  there  be,  the  shambles  certainly  are  notinthe 
southwest.  Larger  quantities  and  better  bar- 
gains may  be  found  elsewhere. 

Let  us  pass  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  The  committee,  with  a  most 
ominous  caution,  abstain  from  saying  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is,  for  the  exercise  of 
his  power  in  relation  to  the  public  deposites, 
answerable  to  Congress.  They  do  not  venture 
to  say  in  express  terms  that  he  is  not  answerable 

♦See  official  statement  by  the  bank. 


to  Congress.  That  doctrine  would  be  too  start- 
ling. The  people  of  the  United  States  are  not 
yet  ripe  for  it.  What  they  do  say,  is,  "to  pro- 
nounce a  decision  upon  the  act,  and  the  rea- 
sons which  superinduced  it,  appertains  exclusive- 
ly to  the  Government." 

Now,  sir,  what  is  the  ambiguous,  hybrid, 
mongrel  creature,  "the  Government." 

Again:  "No  Congresshas  yet  been  found  so 
improvident  as  to  transfer  from  the  Government 
the  power  to  determine  what  currency  it  will,  or 
will  not,  receive  in  payment  of  the  public  dues, 
and  »o  select  at  will  the  depositories  of  the  pub- 
lic funds."  So,  then,  not  only  the  power  to  se- 
lect at  will  the  depositories  of  the  public  funds 
but  the  power  to  determine  what  currency  it 
will,  or  will  not,  receive,  belongs  to  "the  Gov- 
ernment." This  would  be  the  natural  inference 
from  the  language  of  the  committee.  But  they 
elsewhere  distinctly  admit  that  the  right  to  pro 
hibit  the  receipt  of  the  notes  of  the  bank  belongs 
to  the  legislative  authority,  by  virtue  of  the  14th 
section  of  the  bank  charter.  The  question  still 
recurs,  if  the  right  of  determining  what  curren- 
cy shall  be  received  belongs  to  "the  Govern- 
ment," how  did  Congress  get  hold  of  it?  And, 
on  the  other  hand,  if  the  right  of  designating  the 
depository  of  the  public  money  originally  be- 
longed to  Congress,  how  came  it  in  possession 
of  "the  Government?"  By  what  means  did 
Congress--by  what  means  could  Congress  alien- 
ate a  portion  of  their  legislative  power?  Again, 
I  ask,  what  is  "the  Government?"  I  know  of 
no  attempt  to  define  it,  but  Major  Downing, 
who  says,  "it  is  I  and  the  Gineral;"  but  he  is  cer- 
tainly mistaken.  There  are  worse  men  in  it  than 
either. 

If  we  cannot  ascertain  what  constitutes  "the 
Government,"  let  us  try  whether  we  can  learn 
what  sort  of  "Government"  it  is.  The  patriot 
whose  words  I  quote,  fell,  in  popular  tumult, 
by  the  hands  of  his  enemies.  Yet,  in  spite  of 
every  effort  to  stain  his  memory,  impartial  histo- 
ry records  they  could  fasten  upon  him  no  crime 
but  hostility  to  the  house  of  Orange,  "By  the 
word  monarchy  and  monarchal  rule,  I  mean 
such  a  state  wherein  only  one  person,  though 
without  right,  yet  hath  the  power  to  cause  obe- 
dience to  be  given  to  all  his  orders,  resolutions, 
and  laws,  or  to  suspend  or  hinder  all  orders, 
resolutions  and  laws  of  the  true  and  lawful  high- 
est assembly  that  they  be  not  executed, and  this 
according  to  his  own  will  and  pleasure." 

The  Government,  sir,  what  is  the  Govern- 
ment? I  have  looked  through  the  Constitution, 
I  find  no  such  term  there.  Mention  is  made  of 
"the  seat  of  Government"  and  of  "a  republi- 
can form  of  Government,"  but  of  "the  Govern' 
ment" — republican  in  form — to  which  "jtap. 
pertains  exclusively  to  Dronounce  upon  the  act" 
of  laying  hands  upon  the  public  money,  1  find 
no  mention.  W  hat  do  gentlemen  mean  by  the 
"Government?"  The  term  is  of  recent  origin. 
We  have  long  been  accustomed  to  hear  of  the 
Legislature,  Congress,  the  Senate,  the  House 
of  Representatives,  the  Executive,  the  Judic- 
iary, the  Heads  of  Departments,  the  Cabinet, 
and' the  Administration.     "The  Government" 
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air*be  none  of  these,  or  a  new  mode  of  de- 
signating it  would  be  unnecessary.  It  has  no 
precise  meaning  in  itself,  for  if  a  courtier  of 
the  age  of  Louis  XI.  had  been  asked  what  was 
•'the  Government,"  and  he  had  dated  to  an- 
swer, he  would  probably  have  replied,  '•The 
King,  Oliver  le  Diable,  Tristan  l'Ermite,  and 
Petit  Addre."  Nor  is  this  the  only  instance  of 
ambiguity — apparently  studied — which  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  presents.  Nimiapra- 
catttio  dolus. 

They  speak  of  "the  reasons  which  superin- 
duced" "the  act,"  not  the  reasons  which  in 
duced  it.  Now,  sir,  induce  is  to  cause;  super- 
induce is  to  bring  in,  or  upon,  as  an  addition  to 
something.  Are  we  to  understand  that  the  rea- 
sons which  induced  this  act  were  the  reasons 
which  Mr.'  Whitney  first,  and  afterwards  the 
President,  gave  to  Mr.  Duane,  and  which  were 
afterwards  read  to  the  Cabinet?  It  is  intended 
that  the  reasons  superinduced  upon  it,  are,  the 
reasons  given  by  the  present  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  amuse  Congress,  who  have  no  au- 
thority to  decide  on  them,  that  being  a  pro- 
vince of  xithe  Government'' — while  the  true 
reasons,  the  reasons  which  induced  it,  are, 
like  the  act  itself,  according  to  the  President's 
declaration,  "his  own,"  doiie  upon  his  "respon- 
sibility," and  only  to  be  discussed  by  the  peo- 
ple who  have  re-elected  him  ?  A  trim  reckon 
ing!  In  speaking,  as  I  shall  have  occasion  to  do, 
of  the  Veto  Message,  the  Report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  and  that  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  I  do  not  ni-  an  to 
say,  or  insinuate,  that  they  are  not  each  sever- 
ally from  the  pen  of  the  proper  person  to  whom 
they  respectively  purport  to  have  been  written 
But  I  will  say  this:  if  one  and  the  same  person 
had  been  the  Pres  dent's  private  secretary  when 
he  penned  the  Veto  Message,  and  Cabinet  pa- 
per, and  afterwards  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  he  could  not  have  produced  four  papers 
more  "germain"  to  each  other  in  sense,  style 
and  spirit. 

Let  us  compare  these  points  of  resemblance, 
which,  as  mere  accidental  coincidences,  are  per- 
fectly marvellous.  It  is  not  the  Fourth  Auditor 
only,  who  always  ha3  the  happiness  to  think 
like  the  President.  For  example: 

The  Cabinet  papers  says: 

"The  President  considers  his  re-election  as  a 
decision  of  the  people  against  the  bank." 

The  Secretary,  in  his  letter,  says: 

"And  I  have  always  regarded  the  result  of 
tlie  last  election  of  President  of  the  United 
States  as  the  declaration  of  a  majority  of  the 
people  that  the  charter  ought  not  toabe  renew 
ed."  "The  question  of  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  was  introduced  into  the  election  by  the 
corporation  itself."  "It  was  accordingly  argu- 
ed on  both  sides  before  the  tribunal  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  their  verdict  pronounced  against  the 
bank  by  the  election  of  the  candidate  who  was 
known  to  hare  been  always  inflexibly  opposed 
to  it." 

The  committee  say : 

"The  corporation  itself  has  made  the  renewal 


of  its  charter  the  leading  question  in  the  last 
contest  for  the  Presidency.  It  had  procured 
from  Congress  the  passage  of  a  bill  to  renew 
the  charter  and  elicited  a  veto  from  the  Presi- 
dent." "  It  was  signally  defeated,  and  the  Pre- 
sident triumphantly  re-elected.  This  result 
could  not  be  otherwise  considered  than  as  a  ver- 
dict of  the  people  in  favor  of  the  veto,  and 
against  the  bank." 

The  President,  in  the  paper  read  to  the  Cabi- 
net, says: 

"  Of  all  the  substitutes  for  the  present  bank, 
which  have  been  suggested,  none  seems  to  have 
united  any  considerable  portion  of  the  public  in 
its  favor." 

The  Committee  says: 

**  Of  all  the  schemes  suggested,  none  seem 
to  have  met  with  any  considerable  portion  of  fa- 
vor from  the  people." 

The  President  says : 

"  The  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury over  the  deposites  is  unqualified." 

The  Committee  says: 

"The  power  reserved  to  Congress  to  discon- 
tinue the  receipt  of  the  notes  of  the  bank  in 
"  payment  to  the  United  States,"  is  absolute 
and  unqualified.  In  like  manner,  the  power  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  reasons  which 
he  is  required  to  f report,  to  Congress,  to  em- 
ploy other  depositories  of  the  public  money,  is 
equally  absolute  and  unqualified." 

The  President  says, 

"  The  provision  that  he  shall  report  his  rea- 
sons to  Congress  is  no  limitation.  Had  it  not 
been  inserted,  he  would  have  been  responsible  to 
Congress  had  he  made  a  removal  for  any  other 
than  good  reasons,  and  his  responsibility  now 
ceases,  upon  the  rendition  of  sufficient  onss  to 
Congress." 

The  Committee  says: 

"  He  had  the  same  legal  power,  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  to  order  and  direct  the  public 
deposites  to  be  made  in  other  banks,  as  he  had 
before.  An  additional  duty  was  imposed  up- 
on him.  But  how  can  this  requirement  impair 
his  power?  Had  the  cause  requiring  the  rea- 
sons to  be  reported  been  omitted,  could  it  have 
been  doubted  that  the  power  of  the  Secretary 
to  cause  the  deposites  to  be  made  in  other 
banks  would  have  been  absolute  and  unquali* 
tied."  "  The  change  effected  in  his  position  is, 
that  he  is  now  bound  by  law  to  give  his  reasons, 
without  a  special  call.  But  the  giving  of  his 
reasons  now,  after  the  act  is  done,  can  no  more 
affect  his  power  to  do  it,  than  giving  his  reasons 
then,  under  a  special  call  of  Congress.  And 
his  duty  to  act  only  for  good  reasons,  and  his 
liability  to  be  punished  for  measures  originating 
in  corrupt  or  wicked  motives,  were  just  as 
strong  then  as  now."  And  again,  p.  8.  "That 
thoy  ought  to  be  good  and  honest  reasons,  there 
can  be  no  doubt."  If  they  are  not  honest,  he 
may  be  impeached  by  Congress,  or  dismissed 
from  office  by  the  President.  If  they  be  not 
good,  he  may  be  overruled  by  a  subsequent  act 
of  legislation,  providing  for  their  restoration,  or 
designating  some  other  place  of  deposite  than 
that  which  he  may  have  selected.     But  if  they 
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be  both  honest  and  good,  the  transaction  should 
be  at  an  end,  when  they  are  reported  to  Con- 
gress." 

"  As  soon  as  they  are  reported  to  Congress  !" 
What  before  Congress  have  decided  upon  them? 
And  if  not  before  Congress  have  voted  them 
honest  and  good,  why  have  not  the  Committee 
proposed  to  test  them,  by  a  vote  of  Congress, 
they  are  good  and  honest?  The  President  says, 
"  the  only  object  of  the  provision  is  to  make  his 
reasons  accessible  to  Congress,  and  enable  that 
body  the  more  readily  to  judge  of  their  sound 
ness  and  purity,  and  (hereupon  to  make  such 
further  provisions  by  law  as  the  legislative  pow- 
ers m  .y  think  proper  in  relation  to  the  deposit 
of  the  public  money." 

Tlie  Committee  respond:  "to  see  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  T  easury  acts  from  pure  mo. 
fives,  and  judge  whether  further  legislation  be 
not  necessay  on  the  subject.  Congress  require 
of  him  to  report  his  reasons  10  them."  Here 
is  the  key  to  the  whole  course  of  policy  adopt- 
ed  by  the  President,  in  despite  of  the  remon- 
strances of  his  constitution  d  advisers,  and  the 
previous  votes  of  Congress.  *o  throw  upon 
Congress  the  necessity  of  further  legisla' ion, 
and,  if  it  were  such  as  he  disliked,  to  entrench 
himself  behind  the  veto.  Such  was  the  system 
upon  which  the  President  has  been  prevailed 
upon  to  act 

The  President,  in  his  Cabinet  paper,  says: 
'it  is  uselessnow  to  inquire  why  this  high  pow- 
er was  surrendered  by  those  who  are  peculiarly 
and  appropriately  the  guardians  of  the  public 
money.  Perhap>  it  was  an  oversight,but  as  the 
President  presumes  that  the  charter  of  the  bmk 
s  to  be  considered  as  a  contract  on  the  part  of 
the  Government,  it  is  not  now  in  the  power  of 
Congress  to  disregard  its  stipula  ion*-;  and  by 
the  terms  of  that  contract  the  public  money  is 
to  be  deposited  in  the  bank,  during  the  contin 
uance  of  its  charter,  unless  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasu  y  sh.41  otherwise  direct. 

The  Secretary  repeats: 

'•The  faith  of  the  United  States  is,  however, 
pledged,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  section 
above  quoted,  that  the  public  money  shall  be 
d'-posiud  in  this  bank,  unless  th-  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  shall  otherwise  order  and  direct. 
And  as  this  agreement  has  been  entered  into 
by  Congress  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  the 
place  of  deposite  could  not  be  changed  by  a 
legist  <tive  act,  without  disregarding  a  pledge 
which  the  Legislature  has  given;  and  the  mo- 
ney of  the  United  States  roti-t,  therefore,  con- 
tinue to  be  deposited  in  the  bank  until  the  last 
hour  of  its  existence,  unless  it  shall  be  other- 
wise ordered  by  the  authority  mentioned  in  the 
charter." 

And  the  committee  are  still  found  in  unls"n: 
"Whei  her  the  Congress  of  1816  acted  wisely 
in  thus  divesting  themselves  of  all  control  over 
the  places  of  public  deposite  of  the  public  mo- 
neys for  the  long  period  of  twenty  years,  is  a 
question  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  determine 
It  is  certain  that  they  did  so,  and  during  the 
continuance  of  the  charter,  therefore,  they  must 
have  continued  to   be  made  in  the  Bank  of  the 


United    States,   unless  the    Secretary    of  the 
Treasury  had  otherwise  ordered  and  directed." 

Again  the  President,  in  his  cabinet  paper, 
declares:  Unless,  therefore,  the  Secretary  of 
i  he  Treasury  first  act,  Congress  have  no  pow- 
er over  the  subject,  f>>r  they  cmnut  add  a  new 
c'ause  to  the  charter,  or  strike  one  out  of  it, 
without  the  consent  of  the  bank;  and,  co  >se- 
quently,  the  public  money  must  remain  in  that 
institution  to  the  last  hour  of  its  existence,  un- 
less the  Sectetary  <f  the  Treasury  shall  remove 
it  at  an  earlier  day." 

The  Secretary  concurs: 

"And  as  this  agreement  has  been  entered  in- 
to by  Congress  in  behalf  of  the  United  Mates, 
the  place  of  deposite  could  not  be  changed  by 
a  legislative  act,  without  disreg.rdmg  a  pledge 
which  the  Legislature  has  given;  an  1  the  money 
of  the  United  State*  must,  th_refo;e,  continue 
to  be  deposited  in  the  bank  until  the  lust  hour 
of  its  existence,  unless  i:  shall  be  otherwise  or- 
dered by  the  authority  mentioned  in  the  char- 
ter.' 

And  the  committee  again  harmonize  in  opin- 
ion. 

"  The  removal  of  the  deposites  r>y  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  from  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  so  far  from  being  a  usurpation  of  a 
power  belonging  to  Cwngre&s,  actually  restores 
to  that  body  a  power,  of  which  they  had,  by  the 
terms  of  the  charter,  divested  themselves.  So 
far  as  regards  Congress,  the  contract  is  absolute, 
that  the  deposites  s!>a!l  be  made  in  the  B  «nk  of 
the  United  States,  and  no  shadow  of  authority 
is  reserved  to  them  oih,  rwise  to  "order  anid  di- 
rect." Congress  divested  itse-lf  of  all  power  of 
control  over  the  deposites,  unless  the  Secretary 
should  fir st  issue  his  order  for  'he  removal. — 
The  exclusive  power  to  issue  such  order  was 
reser-.ed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
but  for  his  action  the  deposites  must  have  re- 
mained beyond  the  re  ich  of  Congress  until  the 
termination  of  the  bank  charter.'' 

I  will  not  pursue  these  comparisons  further, 
though  they  are  yet  far  from  being  exhausted. 
Any  one  who  chooses  to  continue  them  will  find 
»mu»ement,  and  mayhap  instruction,  in  remar- 
king the  extraordinary  coincidence  of  sentiment 
and  language,  throughout  the  three  documents 
respecting  various  other  topics.  For  ex  niple: 
'"Powerful  moneyed  monopolies,  dangerous  to 
the  liberty  «f  the  people,  and  purity  of  our  in- 
stitutions." Great  moneyed  corporations  entei- 
ing  the  political  arena — tlie  topics  of  the  French 
hill — the  pub'ic  distress  which  the  bank — a 
stale  story — is  accused  of  producing — and  vari- 
ous other  choice  specimens  of  Counterpoint,  in 
which  accidental  discords  seem  introduced  only 
to  heighten  harmony. 

They  would  furnish  excellent  materials  for  a 
chapter  on  the  dangers  of  circumstantial  evi- 
dence, I  do  not  mean  to  say,  or  to  insin  ate, 
that  these  documents  proceeded  from  a  com- 
moo  source;  but  I  ventuie  to  affirm,  if.it  were  a 
question  of  simulated  papers  before  a  Court  of 
Prize,  the  internal  evidence  they  affoid,  would 
be  held,  despite  the  oaths  of  twenty  witnesses, 
to  establish  conclusively  community  of  origin. 
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The  last  position  quote*  from  tne  harmoni- 
ous triad  of  authorities,  is,  in  mv  judgment,. so 
monstrous  atul  alarming,  that  I  turn  from  my 
contrasts  to  suhj  -ct  it  f.r  a  moment  to  the  test 
of  argument,  even  the  argument  of  its  support- 
ers.     That  preposition  asserts — 

1.  That  Congress  divested  itself  of  all  control 
over  the  deposites,  unless  the  Secretary  should 
first  issue  his  order  of  removal. 

2.  So  far  as  Congress  is  concerned,  the  con- 
tract is  absolute,  and  no  shadow  of  authority  is 
reserved  to  them  to  "order  or  direct." 

3.  The  exclusive  right  to  issue  such  order  was 
reserved  to  the  Secretary,  and  but  for  his  action, 
the  deposites  must  have  remained  beyond  the 
reach  of  Congress,  until  the  termination  of  the 
bank  charter. 

4.  All  this  was  effected  by  a  charter  which  is 
unconstitutional.     And 

5.  The  removal  of  the  deposites,  by  the  Se- 
cretary, restored  to  Congress  a  power  of  which 
they  had  divested  themselves  by  any  unconsti- 
tutional charter. 

Let  us  see  how  this  is.  If  Congress  divested 
themselves  of  the  power,  it  must  have  been  pre- 
viously vested  in  them.  If  it  was  originally 
vested  in  Congress,  and  by  the  act  of  the  Secre- 
tary, re-vested,  it  must,  be  a  legislative  power. 
What,  then,  becomes  of  the  learned  argument 
of  the  President,  and  the  Secretary,  and  the 
Committee,  to  prove  that  it  is  an  Executive  pow- 
er? If  it  is  a  legislative  power,  how  could  Con- 
gress alienate  it  to  the  Secretary,  or  the  bank? 
The  committee,  themselves,  say  they  could  not, 
in  respect  to  the  bank. 

"To  have  absolutely  bartered  away  to  a  cor- 
poration the  high  powers  of  both  the  Legislative 
and  Executive  Departments,and  left  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  people  absolutely  dependent  on  a 
corporation  of  its  own  creation,  for  the  currency 
in  which  public  dues  should  be  paid,  and  the 
places  in  which  the  public  money  should  be  kept, 
would  have  been  an  assumption  of  power  on  the 
part  of  those  who  created  the  bank  charter, 
which  t  e  boldest  advocates  of  a  controlling 
power  over  the  popular  will,  never  dared  to  main- 
tain." And  again:  "No  Congress  has  yet  been 
found  so  improvident  as  to  transfer  from  the 
Government  the  power,  to  determine  what  cur- 
rency it  will  or  will  not  receive  in  payment  of 
the  public  dues,  and  to  select  at  will  the  deposi- 
tories o»  the  public  funds." 

But  do  not  the  Committee  perceive  that,  if  it 
would  be  "improvident,"  and  an  assumption  of 
power,  to  grant  the  authority  of  the  Executive  to 
the  bank,  it  is  equally  an  assumption  of  power 
to  grant  the  authority  of  Congress  to  the  Secre- 
tary. Now,  they  all— President,  Secretary,  and 
committee — agree  that  this  was  originally  a  le- 
gislative power.  Is  it  less  an  usurpation  to 
grant  the  power  of  Congress  to  the  Secietary, 
than  the  power  of  the  Secretary  to  the  bank? 
But  all  this  has  been  done  by  an  unconstitutional 
charter! 

And  finally,  a  portion  of  the  legislative  pow- 
er which  an  unconstitutional  charier  had  divest- 
ed, was  restored  to  the  Legislature  by  the  act  of 
an  executive  officer. 


The  Committee  contend,  and  in  this,  only  re- 
peat, almost  in  terms,  the  argument  of  the  Ca- 
binet paper — that  there  is  no  other  requisite  to 
the  reasons  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  but 
that  they  be  honest  and  good  reasons.  "That 
they  ought  to  be  good  and  honest  reasons,"  say 
the  committee,  "there  can  be  no  doubt-  If  they 
be  not  honest,  he  may  be  impeached  by  Con- 
gress, or  dismissed  from  office  by  the  President. 
If  they  be  not  good,  he  may  be  over-ruled  by  a 
subsequent  act  of  legislation,  prov  ding  for  their 
restora'ion,  or  designating  some  other  place  of 
deposite  than  that  which  he  may  have  selected. 
But,  if  they  be  both  honest  and  good,  the  trans* 
action  should  be  at  an  end,  when  they  are  re- 
ported to  Congress. 

Now,  if  the  ud\s  the  President's,  as  he  him- 
self says  it  is, -I  do  not  perceive    how  i*.  is  af- 
fected by  the  reasons  of  the  Secretary.     It  was 
either  his  duty  to  obey  the  President,  or  not (to 
obey  him.     If  lie   was  bound  to  obey,  the  mo- 
tives  of  his  obedience,  whether  good  and   ho- 
nest, or  otherwise,  are  not  for  Congress.     If  he 
was  hound  not  to  obe\  him,   the  hones'y  of  his 
reasons  may  be  a  question  for  his  judgt-tt  on  an 
impeachment;  but   their  goodness  i^  set!  led   by 
the  question  of  obedience.     Were  the  honesty 
of  his  reasons  to   be  now  investigated,  it  might 
form  a   curious  inquiry,   in   casuistry,  how  far 
reasons  occurring  afterwards,  are  ''honest  re- 
sons,"  in    support  of  a  "farego  le  conclusion." 
Do  not  let  me  be  mistaken;  I  am  not  impugn- 
ing .he  mot.ves  of  the  Presid -nt  and  his  Secre- 
tary.    I  have  sufficient  subjects  i  f  animadver- 
sion in  their  acts   and  reasons.     1  cannot  look 
into  the  hearts  of  men.     G>l  forbid  1   should. 
It  is  enough  for  me  to  look  into  my  own;  and 
finding  theie,    that  "the  heart  is  deceitful  a- 
bove  all  th'u  gs;"  that    our  best  acts  are   some- 
times attributed  to  the  worst  motives,  an  1  our 
wnrst  acts  to  good  ones,  1  have  become  careful 
of  pronouncing  on  the  motives  of  men;  satisfi- 
ed only  of  one  thing,   that  as  all  wrong  is  the 
offspring  of  ignorance  and  error,  fronn  Hie  wis- 
dom of  the  act  we  may  generally  infer  the  good- 
ness of  the  motive.     The  purity  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Secretary's  intentions  have  been  much 
insisted  on.    That  species  of  defence  m  ves  me 
not.     Carried  out,  it  justifies  every  thing.     In 
one  sense,  all  crime  and  vice  is  error.     "Nemo 
malus  qui  non  Slullus"  is  an  old  proverb;  and 
we  may  well  say  of  any  one  ,    "  He  is  too  great 
a  fool  to  be  honest."     Nevertheless,  we  punish 
that  species  of  folly,  and   the  stocks  and  the 
whipping-post  are  part  of  the  discipline  which 
S)ci  .1  education  has  provided  for  obstinate  fools 
of  the  inferior  order.    Sir,  I  mean  no  dUrespect 
of  the  President  or  Secretary.     I  am  instituting 
no  comparison— int  nding   no  reproach.     I  am 
following  out  a  principle;  and  if  that  principle 
lands  me  in  absurdity,  1 1  enounce  it.     Purity  of 
intention  cannot  justify  wilful  ignorance,  gross 
negligence,  or  obstinate  error;  and  it  is  in  this 
sense  ,  that  the    Portuguese  rightly  say,  ••  Hell 
is  paved  with  good  intentions." 

What  motive  could  the  S  cretary  have?  He 
was  in  an  office  more  suited  to  his  habits  of  life, 
h;s  early   studies,    and  sufficiently  elevated  to 
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hare  satisfied  his  ambition;  if  ambition  were 
ever  sa< isfied.  What  more  could  he  wish?  I 
know  not,  sir;  and,  as  I  have  said,  I  meddle 
with  au  man's  motives.  But,  as  a  warning  to 
the  Secretary,  I  tell  him,  there  are  those,  of  his 
own  friends,  too,  who  hint  he  would  become 
the  ermine.  Let  him  beware  how  he  assumes 
it.  From  this  moment,  it  will  not  be  for  him 
without  a  siain. 

• '  To  see  that  the  Secretary  acts  from  pure- 
motives,  and  judge  whether  further  legislation 
be  not  necessary  on  the  subject,"  are,  accoid- 
ing  to  the  Report,  the  causes  why  "  Congress 
require  of  him  to  report  his  reasons  to  them." 
Unless  corruption  requires  impeachment,  then, 
or  a  law  is  to  be  passed ,  Congress  it  seems 
have  nothing  to  do  with  his  reasons,  but  to — 
hear  them.  Who  does  not  see,  in  this  inter- 
pretation, 'the  effect — the  following  up — the 
continuation  of  that  advice,  which  prevaded 
upon  the  President,  in  an  evil  hour,  to  with- 
draw the  deposites  beiore  the  meeting  of  Con- 
gress ;  entrench  himself  behind  the  veto,  and 
rely  upon  the  people  to  support  him.  Let  us 
hear  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Duane  on  this  topic. 
His  credit  has  been  attacked,  indeed,  but  not 
destroyed.  For  my  own  part,  I  believe  him. 
I  have  seen  nothing  to  shake  my  confidence  in 
his  integrity  or  veracity.  He  is  incapable  of 
falsehood  I  am  convinced ,  and  has  nobly  re- 
deemed all  minor  errors  : 

*.*'*.  *'  My  commission  bore  the  date  of 
May  29th,  1833,  and  on  the  30th  I  reached 
Washington.  After  waiting  upon  the  Presi- 
dent, on  the  next  day,  I  went  to  the  Treasury 
Department,  and  t*ok  the  oath  of  office  on 
the  1st  of  June.  On  the  evening  of  that  day, 
Mr.  Reuben  M.  Whitney  called  upon  me  at  my 
lodgings,  at  the  desire,  as  he  said,  of  the  Pres- 
ident, to  make  known  to  me  what  had  been 
done,  and  what  was  to  be  done,  in  relation  to 
the  United  States  Bank.  He  stated  that  the 
President  had  concluded  to  take  upon  himself 
the  responsibility  of  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  remove  the  public  deposites 
from  that  bank,  and  to  transfer  them  to  State 
banks  ;  that  he  had  asked  the  members  of  the 
Cabinet  to~give  him  their  opinions  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  that  the  President  had  said;  *Mr.  Taney 
and  Mr.  Barry  had  come  out  like  men  for  the 
removal ;'  that  Mr.  M'Laie  had  given  a  long 
opinion  against  it ;  that  Mr.  Cass  was  supposed 
to  be  against  it,  but  had  given  no  written  opinr 
Ion  ;  and  that  Mr.  Woodbury  had  given  an 
opinion,  which  was 'yes'  and  *  no' ;  that  the 
President  would  make  the  act  his  own,  by  ad- 
dressing a  paper  or  order  to  the  Secretary  o! 
the  Treasury  ;  that  Mr.  Amos  Kendall,  who 
was  high  in  the  President's  confidence,  was 
now  preparing  that  paper  ;  that  there  had  been 
delay,  owing  to  the  affair  at  Alexandria  ;  but, 
no  doubt,  the  President  would  soon  speak  to 
me  on  the  subject ;  that  the  paper  referred  to, 
would  be  put  forth  as  the  Proclamat.on  had 
been,  and  would  be  made  a  rally  g  point ; 
that  he  (Mr.  Whitney)  had,  at  the  esireof  the 
President,  drawn  a  memoir,  or  exposition,  show- 
ing that  the  measure  might  be  safely  adopted, 


and  that  the  Sta^  banks  would  be  fully  ade- 
quate to  all  the  purposes  of  Government.  He 
then  read  the  exposition  to  me,  and,  as  I  de- 
sired to  understand  matters  so  important,  and 
so  singularly  presented  to  me,  I  asked  him  to 
leave  the  paper  with  me,  which  he  accordingly 
did.  He  also  read  to  me  divers  letters,  from 
individuals  connected  with  State  banks.  The 
drift  of  his  further  observations  was,  to  satisfy 
me  that  the  Executive  arm,  alone,  Could  be  re- 
lied on  to  prevent  a  renewal  of  the  United 
States  Bank  charter." 

"On  the  next  evening  (Sunday)  Mr.  Whit- 
ney again  called  upon  me,  in  company  with  a 
stranger,  whom  he  introduced  as  Mr.  Amos 
Kendall,  a  gentleman  in  the  President's  confi- 
dence, and  who  would  give  me  any  further  ex- 
planation that  I  might  desire,  as  to  what  was 
meditated  in  relation  to  the  United  States  Bank, 
and  who  then  culled  on  me  because  he  was 
about  to  proceed  to  Baltimore.  I  did  not  in- 
vite nor  check  communication.  Very  little 
was  said,  and  perhaps  because  I  could  not  whol- 
ly conceal  my  mortification  at  an  attempt,  ap- 
parently witU  the  sanction  of  the  President,  to 
reduce  me  to  a  mere  cipher  in  the  Administra- 
tion." 

"The  next  morning,  June  3d,  I  waited  upon 
the  President,  and,  as  I  had  been  apprized  by 
Mr.  Whitney  would  be  the  case;  he  soon  intro- 
duced the  subject  of  the  bank.  I  stated  that 
Mr.  Whitney  had  made  known  to  me  what  had 
been  done,  and  what  was  intended,  and  had  in- 
timated that  his  communication  was  made  at 
the  President's  desire.  The  President  replied, 
in  a  tone  of  dissatisfaction,  that  it  was  true  he 
had  conferred  with  Mr.  Whitney,  and  obtained 
information  from  him  as  to  the  bank,  but  that 
he  was  not  his  confidant,  nor  had  he  told  him  to 
call  on  me.  1  enumerated  the  representations 
which  Mr.  Whitney  had  made,  and  their  correct- 
ness was  admitted.  1  said  I  feared  that  I  should 
not  be  able  to  see  the  subject  in  the  same  light  in 
whicn  the  President  viewed  it,  to  which  he  re- 
marked that  he  liked  frankness,  that  my  prede- 
cessor and  himself  had  sometimes  differed  in  o- 
pinion,  but  it  had  made  no  difference  in  feeling, 
and  should  iiot  in  my  case;  that  the  matter  under 
consideration  was  of  vast  consequence  to  the 
country;  that,  unless  the  bank  was  broken  down, 
it  would  break  us  down;  that  if  the  last  Con- 
gress had  remained  a  week  longer  in  session, 
two-thirds  would  have  been  secured  for  the  bank 
by  corrupt  means;  and  that  the  like  result  might  be 
apprehended  at  the  next  Congress;  that  such  a  State 
Bank  agency  must  be  put  in  operation,  before 
the  meeting  of  Congress,  as  would  show  that  the 
United  States  Bank  was  not  necessary;  and  thus 
some  members  would  have  no  excuse  for  voting 
for  it. 

"  My  suggestions  as  to  an  inquiry  by  Con- 
gress, as  in  December,  1832,  or  a  recourse  to  the 
Judiciary,  the  President  repelled,  saying  it  would 
be  idle  to  rely  upon  either;  referring,  as  to  the 
Judiciary,  to  decisions  already  made,  as  indica- 
tions of  what  would  be  the  effect  of  an  appeal  to 
them  in  future.     After  mentioning  that  he  would 
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speak  to  me  again  before  he  departed  to  the 
eastward,  he  said  he  meant  to  take  the  opinions 
of  the  members  of  the  Cabinet  with  him,  but 
would  send  them  to  me  from  New  York,  toge- 
ther with  his  views,  and  would  expect  me,  on  his 
return,  to  give  him  my  sentiments  frankly  and 
fully. 

"On  the  5th  of  June,  I  had  a  brief  conversa- 
tion with  the  President,  in  the  course  of  which,  as 
at  all  other  times,  I  do  him  the  justice  to  say,  he 
emphatically  declared  that  his  views  were  alto- 
gether public  spirited.  He  concluded  by  saying: 
*  Remember,  I  do  not  wish  any  body  to  conceal 
his  sentiments;  I  give  you  my  views,  you  give 
me  yours;  all  I  ask  is,  that  you  will  reflect  with 
a  view  to  the  public  good.' 

"The  President  left  Washington  on  the  6th 
of  June.  During  his  absence,  further  circum- 
stances came  to  my  knowledge,  which  induced 
me  to  believe  that  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
was  not  advocated  with  any  view  to  public  util- 
ity, but  urged  to  accomplish  selfish,  if  not  fac- 
tious purposes.  I  sought  no  intercourse  with 
those  who,  I  felt  satisfied,  had  an  undue  influ- 
ence over  the  President,  at  least  in  relation  to  the 
grave  questions  connected  with  the  removal  of 
the  deposites.  Whenever  any  of  them  called  on 
me,  there  was  no  hesitation  in  urging  me  to  ac- 
cord in  the  proposed  measure.  It  was  contended 
that  the  removal  of  the  deposites  would  be  made 
a  rallying  point,  at  the  opening  of  Congress,  or  a 
flag  up  for  the  new  members.  Whenever  I  urg- 
ed a  recourse,  in  the  first  instance,  to  Congress 
cr  the  Judiciary,  such  a  step  was  scouted,  and 
delay  represented  as  hazardous  " 

The  flag  is  up,  and  the  •'  new  members"  are 
symmoned  to  rally  to  their  chieftain's  standard. 
Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  are  called  to 
the  colors.  And  by  what  cry?  Is  it  not  per- 
sonal merely,  as  of  old,  in  France,  "  a  moi  Au- 
vergne!"  . 

Recurring  again  to  our  report,  said  Mr.  W., 
the  proposition  is,  to  employ  the  State  banks  to 
collect  and  disburse  the  revenue,  and  that  no  le- 
gislation is  necessary  to  effectuate  that  purpose. 
Are  there  not  some  inquiries  to  be  made?  Is 
ihere  not  some  information  to  be  collected?  Have 
the  committee  told  us  what  is  the  condition  of 
these  four  hundred  and  fifty  State  banks,  with 
wkom  the  currency  of  the  currency  is  to  be  left 
in  charge?  What  are  their  debts — their  means? 
Do  they  possess  the  capacity  of  transferring  the 
public  money  at  all  times  to  all  places  where  it 
may  be  wanted?  Can  they,  will  they,  ensure  us 
an  uniform  currency?  Have  they  it  in  their  pow- 
er to  continue  specie  payments?  Can  they  pre- 
serve and  equalize  domestic  exchange?  What 
information  has  the  committee?  What  informa- 
tion has  the  House  on  these  subjects? 

We  have  had  three  investigations  of  the  af- 
fair of  the  United  States  Bunk,  in  rapid  suc- 
cession, and,  afier  making  them  all,  Congress 
refused  to  change  the  place  of  deposite. 

The  President,  without  making  an  inquiry 
into  the  condition  of  the  State  bands  at  all,  ex- 
cept to  know  which  banks  would  take  them, 
and  on  what  terms,  removed  the  public  money; 
an,d  Congress  are  now  asked,  without  inquiry 


into  the  condition  and  capacity  of  these  new5 
fiscal  agents,  to  ratify  the  act .  What  have  we? 
The  returns  of  the  selected  banks.  What  in- 
formation do  they  furnish  us  on  the  important 
topic  of  the  capacity  of  the  banks  to  continue 
specie  payments,  for  example?  The  selected 
banks  are  only  part  of  a  system.  Does  any  one 
imagine  that  they  can  continue  specie  payments 
if  all  the  rest  stop?  The  committee  pronounce 
upon  them  in  the  aggregate:  "The  committee 
are  satisfied  that  the  State  banks  are  fully  com- 
petent to  perform  all  the  services  which  the  Ge- 
neral Government  ought  to  require,  in  the  col- 
lection and  disbursement  of  the  revenue,  and  to 
afford  also  all  the  facilities  to  the  internal  com- 
merce and  exchanges  of  the  country  which 
have  been  derived  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States." 

The  committee  "are  satisfied,"  are  they?— 
Why  have  they  not  imparted  to  us  the  facts  and 
arguments  which  satisfied  them?  Is  it  a  point 
upon  which  the  country  is  satisfied?  Let  the 
condition  of  the  trade  and  currency  of  the 
country,  the  daily  bankruptcies,  and  weekly 
memi 'rials,  answer. 

The  State  banks,  say  the  committee,  are  now 
firmly  interwoven  with  the  institutions  of  the 
country.  Firmly  interwoven  with  the  institu- 
tions of  the  country,  are  they?  Let  us  ask  the 
President.  We  will  not  consult  the  Oracle. 
The  Priests  are  like  the  nurses  of  Jupiter:  they 
make  a  great  clamor,  to  drown  the  voice  of 
their  God.  Let  us  hear  the  Thunderer  him- 
self. 

In  his  interview  with  the  Philadelphia  com- 
mittee, the  President  told  them,  "that  the  pro- 
vision by  which  Congress  was  authorized  to  re- 
gulate the  jjcurrency  had  reference  only  to  do- 
mestic and  foreign  coin,  and  not  to  paper  of  any 
description."  He  toid  them,  further,  "that,  in 
order  to  restore  the  currency  to  the  condition 
intended  by  the  Constitution, and  place  the  mo- 
neyed concerns  of  the  country  where  the  sa- 
ges of  the  revolution  found  and  left  them,  hb 
proposed  to  put  out  of  circulation  all  notes  of 
five  dollars  and  under,  by  placing  the  public 
money  in  such  State  banks  as  would  issue  no 
notes  below  ten  dollars,  and  by  forbid  iing  the 
receipt,  in  payment  of^he  revenue,  of  the  notes 
of  all  banks  which  should  issue  notes  under  ten 
dollars  ;  that  the  same  process  should  next  be 
pursued  im  reference  to  all  notes  under  twenty 
dollars;  and  thus  a  metallic  currency  be  insur- 
ed for  all  the  common  purposes  of  life,  while 
the  use  of  bank  notes  would  be  confined  to 
those  engaged  in  commerce." 

Now,  if  Congress  has  power,  according  to 
the  President,  to  regulate  the  coin  only,  and 
not  the  paper  currency,  it  follows  that  this  plan 
of  restoring  the  currency  is  not  to  be  executed 
by  the  legislation  of  Congress.  Is  the  President 
to  execute  it  himself?  He  has  said,  in  his  paper 
read  to  the  Cabinet,  that  he  desired  all  control 
over  the  currency  to  be  separated  from  the  po- 
litical power  But  he  proposes  to  effect  the 
destruction  of  the  five  and  ten  dollar  notes  by  a 
Treasury  regulation,  I  suppose.  No,  say  the 
Committee,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  does 
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not  claim  for  himself,  and  the  Committee  do 
not  claim  for  him,  any  control  ove  the  currency. 
They  think  the  legislation  of  the  States  is  to  be 
relied  on  for  banishing  the  five  and  ten  dollar 
notes.  I  do  not  ask  the  means  by  which  the 
States  are  to  be  persuaded  to  restrict  their  own 
bank  circulation,  for  the  presentj  but  I  ask, 
supposing  it  possible,  and  effective,  what -would 
become  of  those  State  Banks,  which,  the 
Committee  say,  "are  now  firmly  interwoven 
with  the  institutions  of  the  country?"  How 
man)  of  them  would  remain  to  supply  the  cur- 
rency necessary  for  commercial  transactions? 

But  the  Committee  disclaim  for  himself,  the 
President  disclaims  for  himself,  and  the  C  >m 
mittee  disclaim  for  Congress,  all  interfer  n  e 
with  the  currency  of  the  country,  as  distin- 
guished from  the  coin. 

"The  President,  in  his  Cabinet  paper,,  de- 
clares—  "ft  is  the  desire  of  the  President  that 
the  control  of  the  banks  and  currtncy  shall,  as 
far  as  possible,  be  entirely  separated  from  the 
political  power."  Again,  speaking  of  the 
banks— "To  this  end,  it  would  be  expedient 
to  exert  no  more  power  over  thtm,  and  inter- 
fere no  more,  in  their  affairs,  than  might  be  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  the  security  of  the  public 
depositees  and  the  faithful  peif  irnlance  of  thei 
duties  as  agen's  of  the  Treasury."  And,  final- 
ly— "To  give  the  President  the  control  over 
the  curency,  and  the  power  over  individuals, 
n  )W  possessed  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes 
even  with  t  >e  material  difference  that  he  is  res- 
ponsible to  the  people,  wouid  be  as  objec  ion- 
able  as  to  leave  it  where  it  is." 

'But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  President,  in  the 
paper  readt)  his  Cabinet  says — "It  should  also 
be  enjoined  upon  any  banks  which  may  be  em- 
ployed, that"  it  will  be  expected  of  them  to  fa 
cili  ate  domestic  changes  for  the  benefit  of  in- 
ternal commerce:"  And  he  told  the  committee 
«f  delegates  from  Philadelphia,  "that  he  would 
furnish  the  country  with  as  good,  nay  a  better 
and  nv>re  solvent  currency  titan  that  of  the  Na- 
tional bank." 

Now,  sir,  if  the  President  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  currency,  and  wishes  to  have  nothing 
to  do  with  it,  why  does  he  interT  re  with  it? 

Then  as  to  the  Secretary.  The  Secretary,  in 
his  letter,  while  censuring  the  Bank  of  the  (J 
States,  asks  "how  long  will  it  require,  for  the 
ordinary  operations  of  the  commerce,  and  the 
reduction  of  discounts  by  the  bank,  to  withdraw 
the  amount  of  circulation  before  mentioned, 
without  giving  a  shock  to  the  currency." 

Speaking  of  the  notes  of  tne  Bank  of  the  U. 
States,  which  he  supposes  will  become  depre- 
ciated in  March,  1836,  he  says  : 

"And  if,  in  the  mean  time,  no  other  currency 
is  substituted  in  its  place  by  common  consent, 
it  is  easy  to  for  see  the  extent  of  the  embarass- 
ment  which  would  be  caused  by  the  sudden  de- 
rangement  of  the  circulating  medium.'' 

Justifying  himself  for  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites,  on  the  score  of  time,  he  says  : 

"And  if  a  safe  and  sound  currency  were  im- 
mediately provided,  on  the  termination  of  the 
charter,    to  take   the  place  of  these   notes,  it 


would  still  require  time  to  bring  it  into  general 
use,  and,  in  the  interim,  the  people  w^uld  be 
subjected  to  all  the  inconveniences  and  losses 
which  necessarily  arise  from  an  unsound  state  of 
the  currency  ''  In  expressing  his  preference  for 
State  banks,  he  declares:"  "The  State  banks 
en,  I  have  no  doubt,  furnish  a  general  circula- 
ting medium,  quite  as  uniform  in  value  as  that 
which  has  been  afforded  by  the  Bank  of  the  U. 
States.     Probably  more  so." 

Now,  what  I  wish  to  a-k  the  Committee  is 
this:  If  "he  does  not  claim  or  himself,  nor  do 
the  Committee  claim  for  him,  the  right  to  regu- 
late the  currency,  nor  to  influence,  by  his  pow- 
er <>ver  the  deposites,  any  political  movements 
affecting  either  our  internal  concerns  or  foreign 
rehtion-,"  to  what  purpose  his  he  written  so 
much ,  and  made  so  many  arrangements,  rela- 
ting entirely  to  the  currency? 

The  agent  of  the  Treasury  also  considered 
his  duties  to  extend  to  inquiries  about  the  cur- 
rency.  I  ref  r  to  his  report  to  the  Secretiry, 
dated  4th  Sept.  1^33: 

"Some  interesting  Facts  relative  to  the  cur- 
rency of  the  coun'ry,  came  to  my  knowledge  on. 
th's  tour,  which  it  may  be  important  to  mention. 
"In  large  commercial  transactions  in  the 
principal  c  ties,  the  notes  of  the  distant  Brandi- 
es of  the  United  States  B  ink  are  generally  ra- 
ted at  a  fourth  per  cent,  di  count.  The  only  cir- 
cumstance which  gives  them  credit  or  circula- 
tion at  those  points  generally,  is,  that  they  are 
receivable  in  payment  of  all  public  dues."  "If 
they  wete  no  longer  receivable  at  the  custom- 
house, they  would  be  of  no  more  value  than  the 
notes  of  distant  Sta'e  banks,  and  would  become 
a  local  currency,  floating  around  the  points 
where  they  are  redeemable.  It  is  the  Govern- 
ment, tiier'  fore,  and  not  the  bank,  which  gives 
those  notes  all  the  general  credit  and  currency 
they  possess,  and  the  same  credit  and  currency 
it  can  give  to  the  paper  of  any  other  institution. 

"From  the  nature  of  money  and  trade,  it  is 
very  obvious  that  nothing  can  constitute  a  cur- 
rency of  general  and  uniform  credit  which  is 
not  convertible  into  gold  or  slver,  or  its  equiv- 
alent, at  the  points  where  the  people  of  any  giv- 
en country  purchase  their  principal  supplies  of 
merchandise.  In  this  country,  we  can  have  no 
currency,  of  general  and  uniform  credit,  which 
is  not  so  convertible  at  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Boston,  or  Bahim  re." 

Again:' 
"A  course  of  banking  business  has  recently 

een  introduced  I  etween  the  West  and  the 
East,  which  promises  to  furnish  a  general  cur- 
rency of  uniform  value  without  tiie  agency  of 
the  Government  :  It  is  the  making  t  e  no  es  of 
the  wr stern  State  banks  c<;nvertiole  into  gold 
and  silver  at  the  great  commercial  points,  &c. 

"  The  notes  or  the  Union  Bank  of  Tennessee 
a*e  now  a  better  currency  in  Philadelphia,  and 
every  «  here  else,  so  fir  as  tiey  are  kno^n, 
than  the  not  s  of  the  Nashville  branch  of  the 
United  States  Bank,  simply  because  they  are 
convertible  into  specie,  and  therefore  pass  at 
par,  at  the  great  commetcial  points.  They  are 
now  taKen  in  pa;  meut  of  debts,  and  on  deposits 
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by  the  banks  in  Philadelphia,  but  the  branch 
notes  are  not. 

'«  The  Planters'  Bank  of  Mississippi  has  made 
an  anamjement  with  a  bank  in  NewY.uk,  by 
which  it  is  to  issue  notes,  payab'e  .t  ts  own 
c  unter,  or  at  the  Phnte-g  Bank  in  Mississippi. 

"1  he  branch  of  the  Albany  State  Bank  at 
Mobile  is  negotiating  a  similar  arrangement  in 
New  York. 

"These  facts  hold  out  a  promise  of  a  general 
currency  of  more  uniform  value  than  that  now 
furnished  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
without  the  aid  of  the  Government  in  origina- 
ting or  supporting  it,  &c. 

"Probably  the  period  is  not  dis'ant  when  it 
will  be  found  to  be  the  true  interest  of  the  country, 
and  of  banks  themselves,  that  the  whole  of  its 
paper  currency  shall  be  payable  in  the  great 
commercial  cities." 

Further  quotations  might  be  given,  to  show 
the  agent's  belief  that  his  duty  extended  to  the 
cxirreney  also.  But  the  present  will  probably  be 
deemed  sufficient  to  show  the  accuracy  of  the 
information  he  collected,  and  the  depth  of  his 
own  financial  wisdom. 

To  return  from  the  principal  agent  to  the  agent's 
principal.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  sum- 
ming up  his  reasons,  (page  19)  says, 

"The  propriety  of  removing  the  deposites  be- 
ing thus  evident,  and  it  being  consequently  my 
duty  to  select  the  places  to  which  they  were  to 
be  removed,  it  became  necessary  that  arrange 
ments  should  be  immediately  made  with  the 
new  depositories  of  the  public  money,  which 
would  not  only  render  it  safe,  bu  would  at  the 
same  time  secure  lo  the  Gove  nmen',  and  to  the 
community  at  large,  the  convenience  and  facilities 
that  were  intended  to  he  obtained  by  incorpora- 
ting the  Bank  of  the  United  Statates  " 

What  were  those  conveniences  and  facilities? 
Were  they  not  an  uniform  currency,  and  equal- 
ised domestic  exchange?  And  these  facilities 
and  conveniences  the  Secretary  says,  the  State 
Banks  are  actually  providing: 

"And  by  agreements  among  themselves,  to 
honor  each  other's  notes  and  drafts,  they  are 
providing  a  general  currency,  at  least  as  sound 
as  that  of  the  U.  States  Bank,  and  will  afford  fa- 
cilities to  commerce,  and  in  the  business  of  do- 
mestic exchange,  quite  equal  to  any  which  the 
community  have  heretofore  enjoyed." 

What  has  become  of  these  agreements?  The 
Committee,  for  themselves,  say,  page  30: 

"If  it  should  be  urged  as  an  objection  to  the 
Slate  Banks,  that  they  cannot  afford  a  genera- 
cumncy,  the  answer  is  obvious.  If  it  were  deeml 
ed  necessary  to  create  a  bank  paper  currency,  pos 
sessing  equal  credit  with  the  present  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  the  object  can  be  as  well  ac- 
complished with  the  State  Banks  as  with  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  The  provision  w''ich 
has  made  the  latter  current  every  where,  is  the 
clause  in  th  *  charter  wh  ch  compels  the  Govern- 
ment to  receive  their  notes  in  paynu.nt  of  all 
debts  due  to  the  public;  and  a  similar  provisi  »n 
in  favor  of  the  -late  Banks,  which  mi^ht  be 
selected  as  the  depositories  of  the  money  of  the 
•United  States,   would   immediately   make  their 


notes  equally  current,  and  ensure  foi  them  equal 
confidence  in  any  part  of  the  I  nited  State?. 
But  the  Committee  are  not  prepared  to  recom- 
mend the  a  loption  of  such  a  measure.  They 
are  convinced  that  all  which  public  convenience 
requires,  in  this  respect  will  soon  be  accom- 
plished by  arrangements  with  the  banks  them- 
selves; and  that  there  ought  to  be  no  legislation 
of  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
currency  of  paper."  Yet  the  same  Committee, 
in  the  same  report,  only  16  pages  before,  have 
said — 

"There  appears  also  to  be  much  force  in  the 
considerations  urged  by  the  Secretary,  connect- 
ed with  the  currency  of  he  country  and  the  do- 
mestic exchanges.  The  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  must  necessarily,  in  a  short 
time,  be  withdrawn  from  circulation.  That  the 
principal  currency  of  the  country,  for  many  years 
to  come,  will  be  bank  notes,  there  is  ao  reason 
to  doubt;  and  it  is  certainly  good  policy  to  foster 
the  State  banks,  which  furnish  them,  in  mea- 
sures tending  to  give  them  as  geneial  credit  as 
has  been  heretofore  attached  to  the  notes  of  the 
United  States  Bank  and  branches. 

"That  the  natural  and  asce  tained  corrse  of 
trade,  circulation,  and  exchange,  connected  with 
the  interests  of  banking  institutions,  will  ulti- 
mately produce  this  result,  in  relation  to  the  notes 
of  the  principal  State  banks,  there  is  every  rea- 
son to  anticipate;  but  their  employment  in  the 
business  of  the  Government  by  awakening  them 
to  their  capacities  and  interests,  is  calculated  to 
hasten  the  consummation  of  so  desirable  an 
event. 

"It  was  a  matter  of  no  small  moment,  to  en- 
courage and  hasten  the  State  banks,  in  maturing 
their  system  of  circulation  and  exchange,  so 
that,  at.  he  termination  of  the  ch<rter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  trade  of  the 
country  might  not  encounter,  at  the  same  time, 
fie  loss  of  a  general  currency,  and  the  entire 
breaking  up  of  the  domestic  exchanges,  a  paitial 
interruption  of  which,  by  that  bank,  is  now  p  o- 
ducing  such  serious  inconvenience.  By  the  latest 
returns  of  the  banks  employed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, it  appears  that  they  are  already  rapidly 
taking  the  place  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
in  the  exchange  operations."  _ 

Now,  sir  if  the  Secretary  has  nothing  to  ao 
with  the  currency,  and  the  committee  think  there 
ought  to  be  no  legislation  of  Congress  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a  currency  of  paper; 
how  can  there  be,  as  the  committee  have  said, 
'  'much  force  in  the  considerations  urged  by  the 
Secretary  connected  with  the  currency  of  the 
country  and  the  domestic  exchanges,"  and  why 
is  it  necessary  for  Congress  to  legislate  in  affir- 
mance of  the  Secretary's  arrangements? 

More  especially,  why  is  such  legislation  ne- 
cessHry  when  the  committee  say — 

"According  to  the  law,  as  it  now  stands,  the 
duty  of  selecting  the  banks,  and  of  presi  nbing 
the  securities  to  be  taken,  is  devolved  upon  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy,  under  the  supervision 
of  the  President.  This  power  has  been  hereto- 
fore exercised  by  the  head  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, and  in  a  manner  advantageous  to  the 
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public;  and  it  is  not  doubted,  if  the  law  should 
continue  unchanged,  that  it  may  and  will  con 
tinue  to  be  so  exercised  by  the  head  of  that  de- 
partment." 

If  it  is  all  very  well  as  it  is,  why  should  there 
be  any  legislation  about  it?  If  there  be  no  rea- 
son of  revenue^and  no  reason  of  currency,  what 
reason  is  there? 

What  reason  have  the  committee  given? 
"They  think  that  it  would  be  more  consistent 
with  the  principles  of  our  Government  for  Con 
gress  to  regulate ,  by  law,  the  mode  of  selecting 
the  fiscal  agents, the  securities  proper  t»  be  taken, 
the  duties  they  shall  be  required  to  perform, 
and  the  terms  on  which  they  shall  be  employ- 
ed." 

Now  the  committee  have  already  argued  at 
great  length,  that  these  are  Executive  powers  be- 
longing, by  the  principles  and  practice  of  our 
Government  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
If  they  are  Executive  powers,  what  right  has  the 
legislature  to  interfere  with  the  manner  of  their 
exercise  ? 

But  let  us  hear  the  committee  again : 
"The  main  object  of  legislation  should  be  to  en- 
large the  basis  of  specie,  on  which  the  paper  cir- 
culation of  the  State  banks  is  to  depend  for  sup- 
port.    And  the  committee  are  persuaded  that, 
by  the  adoption  of  the  State  banks  as  tho  fiscal 
agents  of  the  General  Government,  and  a  judi- 
cious   course    of   legislation   founded  upon  it,  a 
sounder  state  of  the  currency   than   now  exists 
would  soon  be  attained,  and  the  country  rescued 
p  ermanently  from   the   danger  of  those  sudden 
expansions  and  contractions  of  the   paper  cur- 
rency which  have   been  constantly  succeeding 
each  other  since  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  established,  and  which  have  brought   such 
severe   and   extensive  evils    upon  the   country. 
The  aid  and  co  operation  of  the  several  States 
may  be  relied  on  to  banish,  gradually,  the  smaller 
notes,  and  introduce  in  their  place  silver  a1  d 
gold   for  ordinary    domestic   purposes,  and  the 
convenience  of  travel  between  distant  places. 
Such  a  reform  is  strongly  called  for  by  sound 
policy,  and  best  interests  of  the  country,  and  the 
accomplishment  of  an  object  so  desirable  may  be 
mainly  accelerated  by  laws  passed  by  Congress, 
adjusting  the  standard  of  value  of  our  coins,  and 
regulating  the   deposites  and    collection  of  the 
revenue.     If  gold  and  silver  were  brought  into 
common  use,  and  the  small  notes  banished  from 
circulation,  payments  of  small  sums  would  pro- 
bably be  made  in   specie      The  great  object  is 
not  to  diminish  the  amount  of  the  ordinary  cir- 
culating  medium,   but   to  give  it  a  broader  and 
firmer  foundation  on  the  precious  metals  " 

Now,  if  there  ought  to  be  no  legislation  of 
Congress  relative  to  a  currency  of  paper,  how 
can  "the  enlargement  of  the  specie  basis,"  on 
which  the  paper  circulation  of  the  State  banks  is 
founded,  be  "the  main  object  of  legislation." 
The  aid  and  co-operation  of  the  States,  it  seems, 
■are  to  be  relied  on  for  part  of  that  legislation 
which  is  to  restore  a  sounder  currency  than  the 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

,  But  the   legislation  of  the   States   cannot  be 
part  of  that  "judicious   course  of  legislation," 


founded  "upon  the  adoption  of  the  State  banks 
as  fiscal  agenis;  for  such  legislation  must,  I  pre- 
sume, of  course,  spring  from  Congress.  The 
President's  judicious  currency  is  as  incompre- 
hensible as  his  judicious  tariff. 

Sir,  another  question  occurs  to  me.  Where 
did  the  Secretary  get  authority  to  contract  with 
State  banks?  The  act  of  1st  of  May,  1820,  for 
i he  regulations  of  the  departments,  vol.  vi. 
Laws  TJ.  S.  490,  says: 

Sec.  6.  "That  no  contract  shall  hereafter 
be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  or  of  the 
Treasury,  or  of  the  Department  of  War,  or  of 
the  Navy,  except  under  a  law  authorizing  the 
same,  or  under  an  appropriation  adequate  to  iU 
fulfilment,"  &c. 

The  President  and  the  committee  are  for  an 
enlargement  of  the  specie  basis.  Sir,  I  agree 
with  all  my  heart  that  an  enlargement  of  our 
metallic  basis  is  advisable.  I  have  been  myself 
among  the  first  to  urge  the  banishment  of  the 
small  notes  gradually.  But  in  my  poor  judg- 
ment the  measures  ot  the  President,  and  those 
recommended  by  the  committee,  are  ihe  very 
reverse  of  those  best  calculated  to  effect  that 
object.  The  mere  exclusion  of  the  notes  of 
the  State  banks,  which  issue  bills  of  small  de- 
nominations, will  be  entirely  inadequate.  The 
only  effect  of  that  regulation  will  be  to  render 
them  a  depreciated  currency,  and  a  depreciated 
currency  always  usurps  the  circulation.  The 
better  is  hoarded;  the  worse  is  passed.  Every 
one  will  receive  it  for  sales;  because  hey  add  a 
little  to  the  price.  Every  one  will  take  it  for 
doubtful  debts,  rather  than  go  unpaid,  and 
every  one  will  pass  it  off  again,  as  fast  as  possi- 
ble, for  fear  of  loss. 

The  prospects  of  preserving  an  uniform  cur- 
rency and  equalizing  domestic  exchanges  under 
this,  or  under  the  present  state  of  things,  may 
be  estimated  by  the  stock  exchange,  and  a 
bank  note  prices  currents,  of  the  different  ci- 
ties. I  quote  from  a  summary  of  New  Orleans 
pricesi — 

"On  the  first  day  of  October,  cotton  varied 
in  value  from  16$  to  18$;  on  this  day  ranges 
from  8$  to  13  cents.  On  the  12th  of  October, 
a  sale  of  sugar  was  made  by  auction  at  8$;  and 
this  day  it  is  quoted,  notwithstanding  a  crop 
diminished  one-third  vnder  the  crop  of  last 
year,  at  5  to  7\.  Molasses,  same  day,  was  sold 
at  27  cents  per  gallon;  this  day  it  is  quoted  at 
23  cents.  Flour  on  the  first  day  of  October 
was  at  $6  per  barrel;  now  $4.  Whiskey  then 
at  32  cents  per  gallon;  and  now  at  26  to  27  cts. 
New  Orleans  stocks  have  suffered  a  like,  or 
greater,  depreciation.  In  New  York,  on  the 
28th  September,  New  Orleans  canal  bank  sold 
at  $114;  City  bank  $111;  Commercial  bank 
(lUth  December)  106;  Mechanics'  and  Tra- 
ders' (10th  December)  106.  In  New  York,  at 
our  last  d.ites,  New  Orleans  canal  bank  stock 
was  sold  at  94$;  City  bank  97$;  Commercial 
bank  94$;  and  of  the  Mechanics'  and  Traders' 
there  were  no  sales.  On  the  23th  of  Septem- 
ber, bills  on  London  were  at  7$  per  cent,  pre- 
mium ,  and  have  since  been  reduced  to  one  per 
cent,  below  par." 
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The  Committee  say:  "  They  are  persuaded 
that  by  the  adoption  of  the  State  banks  as  the 
fiscal  agents  of  the  General  Government,  and  a 
judicious  course  of  legislation  founded  upon  it, 
a  sounder  state  of  the  currency  than  now  exists, 
■would  soon  be  attained,"  &c.  &c. 

The  Committee  have  not  thought  proper  to 
tell  us  the  process  by  which  they  have  been 
•'persuaded."  The  minority  say,  their  opinion 
is  directly  the  reverse.  Now  sir,  what  are  the 
facts?  What  is  the  information  the  House  or 
the  Committee  have,  with  respect  to  the  State 
banks  ?  What  information  the  Committee  pos- 
sess peculiar  to  themselves,  I  know  not.  If 
they  have  such,  they  have  not  imparted  it. 
The  information  the  House  possesses,  is  soon 
told.  The  only  official  returns  for  this  year  we 
have  obtained,  through  the  Treasury,  are  those 
of  the  selected  banks.  The  collection  of  none 
other  were,  I  presume,  deemed  necessary  as  a 
preparation  to  the  important  measure  of  chang- 
ing the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
regulators  of  the  currency  of  the  country.  The 
remaining  information  in  possession  of  the 
House,  consisted  of  returns  of  the  year  before 
last  of  part  of  the  State  banks,  collected  under 
a  resolution  of  the  House,  winch  he  had  had 
the  honor  to  submit,  and  transmitted  by  the 
Treasury. 

The  resolution  contemplated  an  annual  and 
complete    return,  as    far   as    practicable,  but 
none    had  as  yet  been  received  from  the  De- 
partment.    He  would   not    be   understood   as 
complaining  of  any  neglect  of  duty.     He  was 
apprized  of  all  the  diffiuities  of  getting  the  in- 
formation required.     Though  the  returns  were 
for  the  most  part,   published,  no  State  officer 
was  bound  to  communicate  them  to  ihe  Secre- 
tary.    He  could  only  request  it.     The  resolu- 
tion was  of  recent  origin,  and  had  probably  es- 
caped notice,  or  was  believed  to  be  temporary. 
To  supply,  as   far  as  pos-ible,  the  absence  of 
this  information,  Mr.  W.  had  been  at  the  pain 
to  procure  from  members  of  that  House,  authen- 
tic  returns  of  their  respective  States,  as  far  as 
practicable,  for  the  last  year.     From  these  pa- 
pers,   and  others    which  he   should    hereafter 
move  to  have  printed,  he  had  caused  to  be  com- 
piled various  abstracts  which  he  would  send  to 
the  Chair  for  the  sa'isfaction  of  gentlemen  who 
might  be  inclined  to  examine  them.  They  were 
made   up  from  the  actual  returns  of  the  last 
year  from  tlKee  hundred  and  ninety  eight  banks, 
of  the  different  States  and  Territories,  leaving 
upwards  of  fifty  banks  whose  condition  was  to 
be  ascertained  by  reference  to  the  returns  of  the 
year  previous ,  or  estimated  from  a  general  ave- 
rage of  the  rest.     He  also  presented  returns, 
believed  to  be  correct,  of  the  circulation  of  the 
Bank  of  England   and  the  banks   in  Canada. 
The  grand  aggregate  presented  by  the  returns 
and  estimates  ol  the  State  banks,  including  those 
in  the  Territories  and  District  of  Columbia,  was 
nearly  this,  in    round  numbers  :  Capital,  one 
hundred   and  forty  six    millions  ;    cir  illation, 
nearly  seventy  millions  ;  deposites,  fifty  mill- 
ions ;  specie  and  specie  funds,  fifteen  millions. 
The  two  last  items  are  confounded,  in  many  of 


the  returns,  in  such  manner  that  they  cannot  be 
separated.  *«  Specie  funds,"  is  understood  to 
mean  not  gold  and  silver  ;  but  deposites  or  ba- 
lances in  distant  banks,  situated  in  cities  of  the 
sea  coast,  on  which  checks  may  be  drawn,  and 
which,  it  is  said,  experience  has  demonstrated 
to  be,  in  the  ord  nary  course  of  trade,  equally 
as  available  and  convenient,  to  some  of  the  coun- 
try banks,  as  specie.  The  actual  amount  of 
the  precious  metals  in  possession  of  the  banks 
is  estimated  not  to  exceed  ten  millions.  The 
total  amount  of  discounted  paper  is  about  two 
hundred  and  thirty  three  millions.  The  inte- 
rest on  their  discounts  is  more  than  the  specie 
in  their  vaults. 

These  returns  and  abstracts,  sir,  collected  and 
compiled  through  the  insrumentality  of  the  in- 
dividual who  addrff ~es  you,  is  the  only  recent 
and  authentic  information  we  possess  on  the  sub- 
ject of  our  currency;  and,  according  to  them, 
such  is  the  condition  of  the  State  banks  which 
the  committee  are  "persuaded"  will  provide  a 
safer  currency  than  now  exists. 

These  returns   had  led  Mr.  W.  to  reflect  on 
the  effect  which  a  diminishing  currency  would 
have  on  the  prosperity  of  individuals.     He  took 
a  single  State,  and  estimating  the  whole  amount 
of  property  in  it  to  be  worth,  according  to  the 
best  data  he  could  obtain,  seventy   millions,  he 
found  that  the  currency  of  that  State  amounted 
to  about  four  million*.     That  is  to  say,  one  mil- 
lion and  a  quarter  of  specie,   and  two  millions 
and  three  quarters  of  notes.      For  the  present, 
he  laid  out  of  account  the  extent  to  which  that 
State  would  be — as  every  country  must  be^— af- 
fected by  the  currency  of  the  adjacent  States.— 
He  considered  it   as  isolated,  for  the  sake  of 
simplifying  the  proposition.     Four  millions  of 
dollars  then  kept  the  value  of  the  property  of 
that  State,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  at  se- 
venty millions.     If  the  amount  of  currency  be 
reduced  to  two  millions,  the  whole  capital  must 
fall  one  half,    and  would   be  worth  only  thirty 
five  millions:  and  the  capacity  of  the  two  millions 
to  purchase  property  would  be  as  great  as  that 
of  the  four   millions  before.     Every   man  who 
had  a  thousand  dollars  in  money  has  his  capital 
doubled — every   man  who  had  a  thousand  dol- 
lars in  property,  has  his  property  lessened  one 
half.     The   one  is  virtually  made  worth  two 
thousand  dollars:  the  other  is  reduced  to  five 
hundred.     If  the  process  is  repeated  by  again 
diminishing  fie  currency   one  half,   the  thirty 
five  millions  of  property  become  "worth  only  se- 
venteen and  a  half  millions.    The  original  thou- 
sand dollar  money  capitali' t  will  effectively  be 
worth  four  thousand  dollars,  and  original  thou- 
sand dollar  property  capitalist  will  be  worth  only 
two  hundred  and  fifty.     If  he  owed  $250,  out 
of  his  $1000,  at  the  commencement,  he  will  be 
a  bankrupt. 

Thus  it  is  demonstrable,  that,  following  out 
the  process,  those  who  have  the  money  origin- 
ally, may,  by  the  turns  of  a  diminishing  curren- 
cy, get  into  their  hands  the  property  of  all  the 
rest  And  yet  this  is  the  way  in  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  protect  the  poor  against  the  rich ! 
But  even  this  state  of  the  bank  must  be  taken 
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as  rather  more  favorable  than  the  truth.  It  is 
known  that  some  State  banks  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  lending  and  borrowing'  specie,  so  as  to 
present  a  more  favorable  condition  of  their  af- 
fairs previous  to  making  their  returns.  Abund 
ant  evidence  of  the  fact  exists:  but  some  lias 
recently  been  derived  from  a  quarter  where  I 
did  not  expect  it— the  correspondence  of  one  of 
the  selected  Hanks  with  the  Sec  etary  of  the 
Treasury.  I  reft  r  to  doeum  nt  16  of  thi  session, 
p.  334  The  1'resident  of  the  Girard  Bank, 
after  informing  the  Secretary,  on  the  2d  No- 
vember last,  what  had  been  done  in  relation  to 
cer  ain  transactions  between  them  and  the  Uni- 
ted States  Bank,  says:  "The  motive  for  this 
step,  on  our  part,  was  to  be  found  in  the  fact, 
that  the  day  for  the  annual  statement  to  the 
Legislature  was  approaching,  and  the  State 
banks,  with  the  single  exception  of  ourselves, 
were  curtailingtheir  discounts  considerably,  and 
endeavoring  to  fortify  themselves  for  that  pur- 
pose." 

How  far  the  "single  exception"  can  be  relied 
on,  depends  on  the  meaning  of  a  subsequent 
sentence.  The  President  of  the  selected  bank' 
after  stating  cerlain  facts,  s  ewing  its  situation, 
proceeds:  "As  for  ourselves,  having  §116,000 
in  our  vaults,  and  creditors  of  the  State  banks 
upwards  of  $80,000,  but  under  an  obligation  to 
tpae  $lo0,000  to  tw>  of  the  Acw  York  bank* 
next  week,"  &c.  I  recommend  this  phrase  to 
the  attention  of  the  Hon.  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  I  hope  be  will  ex- 
plain it;  or,  if  he  cannot,  'hat  he  will  seek  an 
explanation  of  it.  What  does  one  of  the  banks 
"selected"  as  depositories  of  the  public  treasure 
mean,  by  telling  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
that  they  have  $116,000  in  their  vaults,  but 
under  an  obligation  to  spare  §100,000  to  two  of 
the  New  York  banks  next  week?  To  what 
New  York  banks  was  it  to  be  "spared,"  and 
for  what  purpose?  What  is  meant  by  spared? 
Is  it  not  given,  certainly.  It  must  be  either  lent 
or  paid.  If  it  means  paid,  then  the  Girard 
bank  had,  alter  paying  this  $100,000,  fourteen 
thousand  dollars  in  specie,  with  a  circulation  of 
$366,0u0;  800,000  due  to  the  United  States,  and 
$550,000  to  individual  depositors,  making  a  to- 
tal amount  of  debt  immediately  demandable  of 
$1,716,000;  to  meet  which,  it  bad  on  that  day.of 
funds  immediately  available,  specie  $l4,0u0, 
du-  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  $J50, 
000,  balances  due  from  other  banks,  after  de- 
ducting those  due  to  other  banks,  $60,000 — to- 
tal, $424,000.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  spared 
means  lent,  1  ask  which  were  the  two  banks  in 
New  YorK  to  whom  $100,000  specie  was  to  be 
lent  to  "fortify"  themselves?  The  returns  to 
tie  New  York  Legislature  by  the  safety  fund 
banks,  are  not  made  till  January.  It  could  not 
be  fop  that  purpose.  Two  of  the  State  banks 
in  New  York  did,  indeed,  make  returns  of  their 
situation  ta  the  Treasury,  dated  within  the 
Week  after  the  2d  November.  But  1  hope  it 
•was  neither  of  these.  I  will  not  permit  myself 
to  conjecture  there  is  any  shifting  of  specie 
among  the  sele  ted  banks.  I  trust  the  Pre  i- 
tlent  haB  not  "fortified"  himself  behind  the  ve- 


to, for  the  sake  of  banks  that  *  fortify"  them 
selvei  by  passing  specie  from  hand  to  hand,  as 
occasion  requires. 

Sir,  I  pass  from  the  immediate  subject  of  tin 
argument,  for  a  monunt,  to  notice  some  most 
extraordinary  assertions  of  the  President. 

If  we  are  to  believe  his  former  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  a  man  whose  veracity,  as  yet,  has. 
not  been  successfully  impeached,  the  Cheif  M» 
gistrate  has  sserted,  "That  if  the  last  Congress 
had  remained  a  week  longer  in  session,  two 
thirds  would  have  been  secured  for  the  bank  by 
corrupt  means;  and  that  the  like  result  might  be 
apprehended  at  the  next  Congress." 

Now,  sir,  I  beg  leave  to  ask,  what  authority 
the  Executive  head  of  this  Republic  had  for  thus 
calumniating  the  majority  of  Congress.  Yes, 
sir,  I  say  calumniating.  Wdl  any  gentl  man  on 
this  floor  justify  -will  any  one  palliate  such  a 
charge?  Coud  the  President  have  reflected 
on  what  he  was  saying?  Can  he  now  reflect, 
with  any  satisfacton,  that  he  himself  has  sullied 
the  character  of  that  country  which  he  defend* 
ed,  and  w  11  be  cited  as  authority  throughout 
the  world,  that  our  i  stitutions  are  rotten  ■ 
their  heart's  core.  Sir,  I  enter  my  most  solemn, 
however  feeble,  protest,  against  the  truth  and 
decency  of  the  charge.  I  was  not  one  of  thost 
who  voted  for  the  bill,  'relieving  the  attempt  tc 
pass  it  then,  under  all  the  circumstances,  ill 
judged  and  precipitate.  But  I  do  not  know  8 
man  of  hose  who  did  so  vote,  whose  motives 
do  not  believe  to  be  pure  as  my  owi,  or 
those  of  the  President  himself,  and  I  trust 
long  as  the  charge  exists,  my  humble  but  si 
cere  testimony  will  survive  to  combat  it. 

Again:  In  Ins  annual   message    tie   seems 
consider  the  bank  as  constant  y  engaged  in  coim 
rusting  the  people  and  their  represents  ves: 
"In  this  point  of  the  ca»e,  the  question  is  dis 
tincily  presented,  whether  the    people   of  ■ 
United  states  are  to  govern,  through  represefl 
atives  chosen  by    their  unbiassed  suffrage.-,  o 
whether  the  power  and  money  of  a  great  corpfr 
ration  are  to  be  secretly  exerted   to    influendi 
their  judgment  and  co  itrol  their  decisions 
must  now  be  determined  whether  the  bank 
to   hare  Jts   candidates   for  all   offices    in    ll 
country,  from  the  higheU  to  the  lowest,  or  wli 
ther  candidates  on  both  sides  of  political   qu 
ions  shall  be    brought  forward  as  heretofore 
and  supported  by  the  usual  m  ans." 

Sir,  this  chirge  explains  the  extraordinary 
course  of  conduct  the  President  has  pursued 
I'ne  President  believes  that  two-thirds  of  til 
ias:  Congress  were,  or  w  >uld  have  been,  co» 
rupted  by  the  bank,  and  apprehends  tnat  lb 
like  result  wdl  be  produced  on  the  p;t*er 
Congress.  To  prevent  the  success  ot  a  bafli 
majority,  in  relation  to  the  deposites,  he  retnu 
vea  them  before  Congress  assembled,  timer  til 
idea  that  a  new  act  of  legislation  would  be  \\% 
cesiary,  and  to  that  act  n>s  a  sent  muVthefil 
quired,  and  would  be  refused.  In  other  word 
dreading  the  corruption  of  Congress,  he  ii 
trenched  himself  behind  the  veto.  And  no* 
pursuing  the  same  course  of  policy  to  pre  vet 
the  effect  of  action  by  a  corrupt  Congress,  as  I 


March  31.] 


REGISTER  OF  DEBA1  £S. 


319 


calls  them,  there  is  re *s>n  to  believe  thai  he 
meditates  procuring  a  difference  between  the 
two  Houses,  and  t'ien  adjourning  them  to  such 
tim  s  as  he  think-,  proper.  When  that  will  be, 
no  one  will  presume  to  gu<-ss.  There  have 
been  illustrious  examples  for  such  a  proceeding-, 
bi.th  by  those  who  had,  and  those  who  had  not, 
tlie  I  gitimate  power.  The  example  of  Charle-. 
encouraged  the  audacity  of  Cromwell,  as  the 
example  of  0'>mw.  11  is  now  held  up  to  the  im- 
itation of  the  President.  What  have  we  in  the 
official  or  semi  official  gaze. t»,  of  Friday  I  ist? 
Alluding  to  certain  .Senators  of  the  United 
States,  the  paper  through  which  "  the  Govern- 
ment" communicates  with  the  people ,  holds 
this  language: 

♦•These  great  constitutional  lawyers  are  un- 
derstood to  Hold,  that,  in  case  the  Senate  disa- 
gree from  the  House  of  representatives,  the 
popuhr  branch  is  not  only  to  bend  to  them,  but 
the  Executive  is  not  authorized  to  interfere, 
and  must  bend  also  to  such  a  modest  Senate, 
unh-ss  Congress  happened  at  that  session  to 
have  been  specially  convened  by  the  Executive. 
•In  this  way,  not  only  the  other  powers  of 
the  Government  can,  by  this  Federal  construc- 
tion doctrine,  be  set  4at  defiance ,  but  the  peo- 
ple be  buithened  with  the  maintenance  of  the 
honorable  Senate  here,  tor  bank  purposes, 
through  the  dog-da)  s,  and,  indeed,  till,  like  a 
Rump  P  rlament  of  old,  they  become  the  scoff 
and  scorn  of  the  country." 

That  is  not  mere  bravado,  every  one  who 
hears. me  has  reason  to  suppose.  The  existence 
and  extent  of  the  power  in  question  has  been  for 
some  time  eag  rly  discussed  in  conversation.  A 
design  to  use  it  has  been  twice  or  thrice  charged 
on  this  floor,  and  not  denied  by  any  friend  of  the 
Administration.  When  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams)  adverted  to  it,  he 
was  replied  to,  but  ihe  design  was  not  disclaim- 
ed. Sir,  the  same  justification  can  be  made  now. 
that  was  made  then  and  since.  Charles  accused 
his  Parliament  of  sedition.  Cromwell  taxed  his 
with  corruption ;  and  Napoleon  charged  the 
Council  of  Five  Hundred  with  violations  of  the 
constitution.  Wherever  a  representation  of  the 
people  existed,  the  first  step  of  a  usurper  has 
been  to  bring  it  into  contempt.  In  modern  times, 
sheep-skin,  lead,  and  lamp-black,  sometimes  suf- 
fice for  this  purpose.  When  that  is  affected, 
steel  will  do  the  rest.  "Hear  these  prating  ideots, 
comrades,"  says  the  future  Caesar,  "they  dare  to 
threaten  your  General.  They  intend  to  usurp 
all  power  They  declare  themselves  perpetual 
Down  with  the  tyrants."  The  hall  is  cleared  in 
an  instant  by  the  soldiery,  and  the  Protector 
of  the  people's  liberties,  pointing  to  the  Speaker's 
mace,  says,  "take  away  that  bauble!"  Such  is 
the  brief  history  of  many  revolutions.  Upon 
what  did  Comwell  ring  the  changes  of  complaint? 
That  "many  eminent  persons" — the  "great  con- 
stiluiional  lawyers"  of  that  day,  "had  said  there 
was  no  safety  for  the  country  but  in  the  continu- 
ance of  this  Parliament."  VV  henLucien  quit.teo 
the  chair  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  to 
throw  himself  on  horseback  by  the  side  Napo 
leon,  and  harrangue  the  troops,  he  invented  the 


fable  so  often  since  repeated,  of  daggers  raised 
against  the  general.  'Those  robbers,"  said  he, 
"are  no  longer  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
but  the  representatives  of  the  poniard." 

We  have  had  our  poniard  story,  too. 

How  great,  the  difference  between  the  begin- 
ning and  the  end  of  a  revolution  !  When  Louis 
ordered  the  States'  General  to  separate,  and  hi3 
i^rand  master  of  ceremonies  reminded  them  of 
the  order,  what  was  the  indignant  answer ! 
'  S'ave  !  go  tell  your  master  we  are  here  by  the 
voice  of  the  people  and  we  will  not  go  hence  but 
at  the  point  of  the  b  yonet !"  Our  revolution 
began  sooner,  and  has  outlived  that  of  France. 
Does  it  approach  its  end  ?  Have  we  indeed, 
then,  come  to  this  ?  That  two  successive  Con- 
gresses of  the  United  States  have  been  stigma- 
tized with  corruption,  and  a  forced  adjournment 
threated  ?  Sir,  if  this  charge,  and  this  threat,  do 
not  rouse  the  spirit  of  the  American  People, 
the  Republic  exists  no  longer.  It  has  found  a 
master. 

The  elections  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and 
the  State  of  Virginia  alone  stand  between  us  and 
the  Dictatorship.  Great  exertions  are  making 
to  persuade  the  Old  Dominion  that  this  question 
touches  nothing  but  the  bank.  If  <jhe  believes 
it? — But  no!  She  cannot — she  will  not  believe 
it— who  shall  so  deceive  her?  It  is  a  question 
of  liberty  or  slavery.  She  sees  it— she  feels  it — 
she  will  treat  it  so!  Rending  the  shackles  of 
party  distinction — bursting  even  the  ties  of  per- 
sonal attachment --casting  from  her  with  disdain 
th  glittering  toys  of  place  and  power, — she 
will  fling  her  spotless,  glorious  banner  to  the 
wind,  and,  trampling  in  the  dust  the  prostrate 
form  of  arbitrary  power,  wake  every  mountain 
echo  in  the  land  t  >  her  shout  of  triumph  "Sic 
semper  Tyrannis." 

But  it  has  been  said,  and  will  be  said,  the  mo- 
ney of  the  nation  is  in. the  selected  banks — it 
will  do  no  good  to  remove  it-  will  you  not  pro- 
vide for  it,  safe  keeping  there?  I  answer  frankly 
No  !  I  will  not  consecrate  usurpation  by  law. 
Th  y  have  seized  upon  the  Treasury.  Unless 
we,  its  constitutional  guardians,  can  restore  it  to 
its  safe  and  proper  depository,  let  them  keep  it 
till  they  can  be  impeached.  If  tyranny  will  not 
rouse  the  people,  ruin  will. 

One  word  to  constitutional  dissentions.  They 
who  say  the  deposites  should  n  t  be  restored, 
because  ihe  bank  is,  in  their  opinion,  unconsti- 
tutional, make  an  alleged  violation  of  the  Con- 
st tution  by  Congress  the  justification  of  a  pal- 
pable infraction  thereof  by  the  Executive.  The 
proposition  they  maintain  amounts  to  tlris— 
'•Stealing  stolen  goods  is  not  fieft."  We  are 
promised  that  the  State  banks  shall  answer  all 
the  ends  of  Government  as  fiscal  agents,as  well, 
or  better,  than  the  Bank  of  tbe  U.  States.  The 
President  and  Secretary  has  indeed  nothing  to 
do  with  the  currency  (though  the  President 
promised  us  a  good  one)  and  Ccngres  ought  to 
have  <  otliing  to  do  with  it,  except  as  to  the  coin. 
So  s  y  the  Co  nmittee.  But  when  the  entire 
control  of  the  currency  is  surrendered  to  the 
State  banks  they  will  voluntarily  take  -uch  care 
of  it,  and  manage  it  so  well,  that  there  will  be 
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nothing1  further  to  desire.  Before  I  give  ere 
dence  to  the  second  series  of  the  prophecies  of 
Amos,  I  must  believe  the  first  have  been  ac- 
complished. Several  months  since,  some  Epis- 
tles containing  esoteric  precepts  for  the  church 
in  Philadelphia,  was  exposed  to  the  public  eye 
as  other  mysteries  have  lately  been.  What  said 
they? 

"  When  you  consider  that  the  public  moneys 
in  the  bank  were  about  9,868,000:  that  their 
sudden  withdrawal  would  probably  carry  with 
it  $3,000,000  out  of  the  private  deposites,  now 
amounting  to  §800,000;  that  the  bank  has  now 
to  pay  two  or  three  millions  of  the  three  per 
cents,  deferred  in  Europe;  and  that,  upon  so 
extensive  a  curtailment  of  business,  many  mil- 
lions of  its  nineteen  millions  in  circulation  must 
soon  return  upon  it;  you  will  perceive  that  sud- 
den withdrawal  of  the  public  moneys  would  at 
once  destroy  it.  Yes,  sir,  this  boasting  giant  is 
now  but  a  reptile  beneath  the  feet  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  he  can 
crush  at  will.  It  exists  by  his  forbearance,  and 
will,  for  the  next  forty  days;  and  great  foroear- 
ance  will  be  required  to  save  it  from  destruc- 
tion. 

"But  do  not  suppose  the  bank  will  be  per- 
mitted to  pursue  a  hostile  course  towards  the 
State  institutions,  and  thereby  produce  that  pres- 
sure which  it  is  the  policy  of  the  administration 
to  prevent.  Manifestations  of  such  a  course 
on  the  part  of  the  bank  a\  ill  undoubtedly  be 
met  by  a  commensurate  transfer  of  public  mo- 
ney, which  shall  make  the  bank  the  first  to  feel 
the  consequences  of  its  own  policy. 

"Thus  has  this  haughty  institution  been 
brought  to  its  knees  at  the  first  step  of  the  State 
banks.  But  the  result  of  a  necessity  forced  up- 
on it  by  the  foresight  and  energy  of  the  new 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  is  now,  with  charac- 
teristic impudence,  set  down  to  the  account  of 
its  own  liberality  and  forbearance." 

So  much  for  the  Apocrypha  of  Amos.  What 
have  we  in  the  last  political  epistle  of  Andrew? 
*  I  am  happy  to  know  that,  through  the  good 
sense  of  our  people,  the  effort  to  get  up  a  panic 
has  hitherto  failed,  and  that,  through  the  increas- 
ed accommodations  which  the.  State  Jbanks  have 
been  enabled  to  afford,  no  public  distress  has 
followed  the  exertions  of  the  bank,  and  it  can- 
not be  doubted  that  the  exercise  of  its  power, 
and  the  expenditure  of  its  money,  as  well  as  its 
efforts  to  spread  groundless  alarm,  will  be  met 
and  rebuked  as  they  deserve." 

Now,  it  is  admitted  there  is  distress — there  is 
a  panic;  but  the  justification  is,  "all  that  break 
ought  to  break." 

What  is  the  true  state  of  the  case?  Congress 
retained  the  entire  control  over  the  place  of  de- 
posite:  original,  when  in  session— appellate, 
when  the  Secretary  decided,  for  urgent  causes, 
in  the  recess.  His  reasons  were  to  be  submit- 
ted to  Congress,  that  they  might  approve  or  dis- 
approve. If  they  approve  they  will  proceed  to 
designate  another  fiscal  agent;  if  they  disap- 
prove, no  further  act  of  legislation  is  necessary. 
There  is  an  existing  law.  If  there  is  no  appro- 
val of  the  reasons  of  the  Secretary,  for  suspend- 


ing the  performance  of  his  duiy  under  it,  the 
duty  is  to  be  resumed  as  usual,  that  law  being 
in  full  force.  Who  does  not  perceive,  that,  if 
the  Secretary,  acting  under  the  order  of  the  Pre- 
sident or  otherwise,  were  to  restore  the  public 
deposites  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to- 
morrow, all  would  go  on  as  heretofore,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Bank  and  the  Treasury?  The  16th 
section,  then  is  not  repealed.  How,  indeed, 
could  the  Secretary  repeal  it?  If  it  is  not  re- 
pealed, unless  both  Houses  of  Congress  concur 
in  pronouncing  his  reasons  sufficient,  it  is  his 
duty  to  restore  them,  if  he  does  not,  he  takes 
the  responsibility;  and,  so  far  as  my  vote  is 
concerned,  I  will  hold  him  to  it. 

In  removing  the  deposites,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  acts  as  the  special  agent  of  Congress, 
to  whom,  for  short  periods  in  the  recess,  they 
have  delegated  a  part  of  their  power,  which  they 
cannot  then  use  themselves,  to  be  employed,  ac- 
cording to  a  sound  discretion,  in  the  event  of 
some  extraordinary  exigency,  and  under  an  ac- 
countability to  them.  It  is  analogous  to  the  pow- 
er sometimes  given  to  the  President  of  suspend- 
ing the  force  of  certain  laws,  in  the  event  of 
particular  occurrences?  The  lav/  is  not  repeal- 
ed, and,  unless  the  act  of  the  Executive,  in  sus- 
pending it,  is  confirmed,  it  remains  in  full 
force . 

The  committee,  by   some  strange  fatality,  for 
which  it  is  not   my    province  to  account,   seem 
destined  never  to  recommend   a  decision  of  the 
questions  which  they  argue,  and  never  to  argue 
the  questions  which   they  decide.     Thus  they 
have  decided  against  the   constitutionality   and 
expediency  of  the  Bank   of  the  United   States, 
which  they  have  not  argued;  and  they  have  ar- 
gued in  favor  of  the  .reasons  of  the  Secretary, 
which  they  do  not  call  on  Congress  to  decide. 
They  shun  putting  before  this  House  the  simple, 
naked  proposition,  "  the  reasons  of  the  Secretary 
are  satisfactory,"  and  they  place  before  it  a  reso- 
lution that  "the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ought 
not  to  be  rechartered."  We  all  undei  stand  this, 
sir.  It  is  a  piece  of  generalship  to  throw  forward 
the  strong  wing  and  refuse   the   weaker;  and,  if 
a  majority  of  this  House  move  according  to  mere 
party  tactics,   they  will  wheel  and  face,   as  the 
order  of  the  day  requires.  But  if,  as  1  hope,  and 
would  fain  believe,  they  regard  the  interests  of 
their  country  before  even  their  party  allegiance, 
will  they  not  pause  and  inquire,  "why  should  we 
vote  on  this  proposition."     The  bank  is  not  be- 
fore us ,  asking  a  recharter;  we  do  not  know  that 
it  wants  one;  we  know   the  President  says  he 
will  never  sign  one.     What  use  is  there  in  say- 
ing we  won't  grant  one?     Such  a  declaration 
won't  bind  our  successors — why  should  we  vo- 
lunteer to  bind  ourselves?     "The  Government'' 
very   naturally  wishes  to  commit  us;  but  why 
should  we  suffer  ourselves  to    be  committed  by 
those  whose  maxim  it  is  not  to  commit  them- 
selves?    If  the  deposites  must  not  go  back,  let 
the  administration  goon  with  its  scheme  of  State 
banks.     Let  us  see  how  it  will    work.     If  that 
fails,  let  them  try  a  specie  currency  if  they  like; 
but  if  that  too  fails,  let  us  at  least  have  still  be- 
hind on-e  experiment  which  has  been  tried  and 
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failed — one  measure  upon  which  we  can  act  un- 
trammelled. 

This  would  seem  to  me  the  natural  and  pro- 
per course?  but  as  it  might  be  said  that  I  sought 
to  shun  a  question  which  I  am  perfectly  ready 
to  meet,  as  there  is  a  portion  of  the  House  who 
believe  the  reasons  of  the  Secretary  unsatisfac- 
tory, and  yet  think  the  bank  ought  not  to  be  re- 
chartered,  and  as  my  only  choice  of  modes  is 
rto  enable  every  gentleman  to  vote  upon  the 
precise  proposition  on  which  he  wishes  to  vote, 
I  do  not  move  to  lay  the  first  resolution  on  the 
table.  I  prefer  having  a  vote  upon  the  distinct 
question  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  Sectetary's 
reasons  the  very  question  which  was  referred 
to  the  committee;  the  question  which  the  com- 
mittee have  elaborately  argued,  and  which  it 
becomes  the  House  distinctly  to  decide.  The 
remaining  questions  presented  by  the  report, 
without  the  tediousness  of  a  formal  examination 
have  been  incidentally  discussed.  The  propri- 
ety of  continuing  the  deposites  in  the  State 
banks,  by  the  condition  of  the  country,  the 
currency,  and  those  banks  themselves;  the 
proposed  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  distress 
by  a  select  committee,  was  once  offered  by  my- 
self, and  voted  down  by  the  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  committee  and  his  friends.  It  is 
now  proposed  to  connect  it  with  other  topics, 
the  obvious  effect  of  which  is  to  increase  the 
public  alarm,  ana  to  give  color  to  the  charge  of 
corruption,  so  that  Congress  may  adjourn  and 
the  experiment  may  proceed. 

"  We  are  told  this  experiment"  will  not  be 
abandoned  whatever  may  be  the  consequences, 
until  it  has  been  tried  and  fails? 

And  what  sort  of  experiment  is  it?  The  Pre- 
sident has  the  Agriculture,  Commerce,  Manufac- 
tures, and  Constitution  of  the  Country,  with  a 
large  portion  of  the  fortunes  and  happiness  of 
twelve  millions  of  people,  in  his  crucibles.  It  is 
on  the  subterranean  fire  of  the  Palace,  and  we 
can  all  discern  through  the  smoke,  what  alche- 
myst  it  is,  that  promises  to  extract  a  metallic 
currency  out  of  misery  and  ruin,  and  to  restore 
the  golden  age.  The  cries  of  the  wretches  whoso 
substance  is  consuming  in  this  witches'  caldron, 
are  drowned  by  the  attendant  spirits  in  bursts  of 
mocking  laughter,  mixed  with  taunts  and  bitter 
irony.  One  gibbering  elf  truces  a  caricature 
upon  the  walls  and  calls  it  "  panic  day."  A 
voice  of  unearthly  music,  sweet  and  scornful  as 
the  accents  of    Archangel  ruined,  rings  in  the 


sufferer's  ears  the  scoffing  exortation,  "  Groan, 
sinners,  groan,"  while  the  guardian  angels  of  the 
Treasury,  unable  to  be  heard  amid  the  din,  hold 
up  a  mighty  scroll  labelled.  Bank  Investiga- 
tion." 


The  following  debate  took  place  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  on  the  31st  of  March, 
and  was  unavoidably  omitted  in  its  proper 
place. 

The  resolutions  presented  by  Mr.  Cask  on 
Monday  last,  from  sundry  citizens  of  Natchez, 
condemning  the  removal  of  the  deDOsites,  and 
recommending  their  restoration,  coming  up — 
Mr.  PLUMMER,  of  Mississippi,  said,  that  he 
had  not  inflicted  on  the  House  a  speech  during 
its  present  session.  His  silence  during  all  this 
time  had  not  been  owing  to  a  want  of  confidence 
in  himself,  so  much  as  to  ill  health.  The  ague 
and  fever  with  which  he  had  been  afflicted  dur- 
ing the  chilling  blasts  of  winter,  had,  on  the 
opening  of  spring,  left  him  suffering  under  a 
much  more  fashionable  and  prevalent  disease 
in  this  climate.  It  was  a  disease  common  to 
most  of  the  members  of  Congress,  and  seemed 
to  be  contagious.  It  was  not  his  purpose  to 
enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  various  symptoms 
of  the  disease  in  its  different  stages,  nor  was  he 
capable  of  throwing  any  light  on  the  subject, 
although  he  had  paid  some  attention  to  the  ef- 
fects which  it  had  on  both  the  body  and  mind. 
The  general  symptoms,  he  said,  were  an  ap. 
parent  restlessness  of  the  whole  body,  palpita- 
tion of  the  h  art  and  uneasiness  of  mind.  It 
frequently  caused  the  features  of  the  patient  to 
be  distorted,  muttering  a  jargon  of  high  sound- 
ing and  unmeaning  words  ;  sometimes  it  affect- 
ed him  in  a  manner  not  unlike  the  hydrophobia; 
causing  foaming  at  the  mouth;  at  others  stamp- 
ing of  the  feet,  clenching  of  the  fists,  wise  and 
learned  looks  and  ludicrous  motions  of  the  arms 
and  other  parts  of  the  body,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  a  perversion  af  the  truth.  Owing  to 
the  want  of  a  classical  education,  he  did  not  un- 
derstand the  technicalities  of  the  learned  pro- 
fessions, but  he  had  heard  those  who  talked 
Greek  and  spoke  Latin,  call  the  disease  of  which 
he  had  spoken  the  "CaatethesloqutndL"  It  waj, 
he  said,  considered  incurable;  temporary  relief 
might,  however,  be  obtained,  by  talking  from 
one  to  three  days.  Although  the  members  of 
the  House  might  have  cause  to  regret  it,  he 
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most  heartily  congratulated  himself  on  a  change  I 
of  diseases.  He  no  longer  felt  inclined  to  yawn, 
pains  in  his  bones,  and  cold  flashes  running  up 
his  back,  intimations  of  the  approaching  ague, 
but  he  felt  strong  symptoms  of  the  other  dis- 
ease. Unless,  however,  nis  case  should  become 
more  aggravated  than  it  was  at  present,  he  trust- 
ed that  he  should  not  occupy  the  time  of  the 
House  long  on  the  subject  under  consideration. 
If,  in  the  few  remarks  he  intended  to  submit, 
he  should  fail  to  command  the  attention  of  the 
House,  he  hoped  that  he  should  be  so  well  sa- 
tisfied with  his  own  effort,  as  not  to  be  under 
the  necessity  of  procuring  an  anonymous  puff 
of  himself  to  be  published  in  the  newspapers, 
nor  of  falling  into  the  fashionable  practice  of 
addressing  a  note  to  the  editors,  complaining 
of  the  reporters,  because  they  do  not  make  a 
good  speech  out  of  a  bad  one,  or  because  they 
tail  to  report  what  he  would  have  said,  if  he 
had  not  forgotten  it. 

Mr.  P.  said,  when  he  rose  to  address  the 
House  the  other  day,  on  the  presentation,  by 
his  calleague,  of  the  resolutions  under  conside- 
ration, he  did  not  intend  to  occupy  more  time 
than  .would  have  been  necessary  to  correct  an 
erroneous  impression  made  here  and  elsewhere 
in  relation  to  public  sentiment  in  Mississippi,  on 
the  all-engrossing  subject  of  the  bank.  Since 
that  time,  circumstances  have  developed  them- 
selves, which  had  caused  him  to  consider  it  due 
to  the  House,  to  the  country,  to  his  constitu- 
ents, and  to  himself,  that  he  should  rise  in  his 
place  and  speak  forth  the  words  of  truth  and 
soberness.  He  did  not  intend,  however,  to 
discuss,  at  that  time,  the  merits  of  the  bank 
question,  nor  inquire  into  the  legality  or  expe- 
diency of  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  removing  the  public  deposites  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  the  local  in- 
stitutions. 

He  rose  move  particularly  for  the  purpose  of 
explaining  some  of  the  reasons  why  he  could 
not  consistently  comply  with  the  request  of  his 
constituents,  who  composed  the  meeting  that 
adopted  the  resolutions  under  consideration. 
He  agreed  with  them  in  the  opinions  therein 
expressed,  relative  to  the  apparently  prosperous 
condition  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  a  few 
months  ago,  and  the  present  distress  of  which 
they  complained  ;  but  differed  with  them  al- 
together as  to  the  origin  of  these  difficulties 
and  reverses,  and  was  opposed  to  the  remedy 
which  they  recommend.  It  was  unnecessary, 
he  presumed,  for  him  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
high  standing  :ind  respectability  of  those  whose 
names  were  mentioned  in  the  resolutions.  The 
most  of  them  were  known  to  some  of  the  gen- 
tlemen on  that  floor,  and  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
as  favorably  known  as  those  who  had  the  honor 
of  representing  them.  There  were,  he  said, 
several  gentleman  in  his  eye,  besides  his  hon- 
orable colleague,  who  would  not  hesitate  to 
vouch  for  the  names  of  Wilkins,  Grayson, 
Quitman,  Bingaman,  and  Merrill.  The  right 
of  the  People  to  instruct  the  representatives  of 
their  own  choice ,  he  said ,  was  one  which  he 
held  more  sacred  than  any  other  right  claimed 


or  exercised  by  the  citizens  of  a  free  Govern- 
ment. He  held  that  it  was  the  imperious  duty 
of  a  representative,  who  was  the  public  servant 
of  the  People,  to  obey  the  mandates  of  his 
constituents,  on  all  questions  of  expediency, 
when  clearly  expressed.  He  went  farther,  and 
admitted  that  it  was  the  bounden  duly  of  a  re- 
presentative to  obey  the  known  will  of  his  con» 
stituents  on  all  questions  which  might  eome  be* 
fore  him ,  either  of  a  general  or  a  local  nature, 
or  resort  to  the  other  alternative,  and  follow  the 
praise-worthy  example  set  them  by  a  distin- 
guished gentleman  from  Virginia,  a  short  time 
since,  in  the  other  end  of  the  building. 

What  is  the  will  of  the  people,  and  whether 
there  has  or  has  not  been  a  fair  expression  of 
that  will,  are  questions  of  which  every  one 
must  judge  for  himself,  and  upon  his  own  re- 
sponsibility. He  professed  to  know  the  senti- 
ments of  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  Mis- 
sissippi as  well,  but  not  better,  than  any  other 
man.  He  had  been  among  them  from  boyhood* 
He  had  grown  with  their  growth,  and  strength- 
ened with  their  strength,  and  undertook  to  as- 
sert that  three  fourths  of  the  whole  number  of 
voters  in  the  State  were  opposed  to  a  recharter 
of  the  United  States  Bank,  and  consequently 
t»  a  restoration  of  the  deposites.  He  might, 
he  said,  be  mistaken  in  his  opinion  with  re- 
gard to  public  sentiment  in  Mississippi ,  bin  as 
an  evidence  of  his  sincerity,  he  was  willing  to 
stake  his  popularity,  which  he  prized  as  nigh 
as  any  man,  and  all  of  his  political  prospects, 
on  the  question,  if  those  who  differed  with  him 
in  opinion  chose  to  make  up  an  issue  on  that 
subject,  before  the  people  of  the  State.  In 
1828  the  General  Assembly  of  Mississippi  pass- 
ed a  set  of  joint  resolutions,  remonstrating  a- 
gainst  the  introduction  of  a  Branch  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  Bank  within  the  limits  of  that  State. 
Mr.  P.  said  he  was  a  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature which  adopted  those  resolutions,  and 
gave  them  his  support.  In  1829  and  '30,  ef- 
forts were  made  to  repeal  the  resolutions',  and 
invite  the  location  of  a  branch  within  the  State, 
which  he  opposed.  They  were  not  repealed 
until  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature,  after 
he  became  a  member  elect  of  Congress.  At 
the  first  session  of  the  22d  Congress,  he  voted 
uniformly  with  the  opponents  ot  the  bank,  and 
recorded  his  vote  against  the  bill  to  recharter 
that  institution.  After  his  vote  on  the  bank, 
and  after  the  Executive  veto  on  that  bill,  in 
August,  1832,  his  name  went  before  the  peo- 
ple of  Mississippi  for  a .  re-election.  He  was 
opposed  by  the  presses  in  support  of  the  bank, 
on  the  ground  of  his  vote,  and  his  opposition 
to  that  institution.  The  whole  power  of  the 
bunk  was  brought  to  bear  upon  him,  and  at  a 
time,  too,  when  absent  and  unable  to  defend 
himself.  With  these  things  known  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State,  for  they  were  not  done  in  the 
corner,  he  was  re-elected  by  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  votes  given  at  the  election. 
Although  he  was  under  no  positive  pledge  to 
oppose  the  bank,  nor  support  the  measures  of 
the  administration,  there  was  an  implied  pledge 
on  his  pact  to  support  the  measures  advocated 
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by  the  laboring  part  of  the  community — by  the. 
working  men  of  Mississippi  — to  whom  alone  he 
was  indebted  for  his  seat  on  that  floor.  He 
was,  he  said,  opposed  to  rechartering  that 
moneyed  monster,  and  opposed  to  a  restoration 
of  the  deposites,  not  because  he  wished  to  con- 
ciliate General  Jackson,  for  he  said  he  had  ne- 
ver found  favor  in  his  sight,  but  because  he 
was  opposed  to  all  licensed  monopolies,  to  the 
conferring  of  exclusive  privileges  on  any  man, 
or  corporation  of  men.  The  President  advo- 
cated the  principles  of  the  working  men  of  the 
country,  therefore  did  he  support  him;  when- 
ever he  abandoned  those  principles,  he  was  in 
honor  bound  to  his  constituents  to  abanden 
him.  Mr.  P.  said  he  should  be  recreant  to 
those  who  had  honored  him  with  their  suffra- 
ges, and  unworthy  the  station  lie  occupied,  if, 
under  the  circumstances,  he  should  vote  for  a 
restoration  of  the  deposites,  or  a  recharter  of 
the  bank.  He  had  a  high  respect  for  the  opi- 
nions of  those  whose  names  were  mentioned  on 
the  face  of  the  resolutions;  but  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  that  there  had  been  no  change  in 
public  sentiment,  as  had  been  inferred,  in  Mis- 
sissippi,  he  must  be  permitted  to  state  that  all 
of  them,  excepting  one,  had  always  belonged 
to  the  National  ttepublican  (he  would  not  say 
Federal  bank.)  party,  and  uniform  opposers  of 
the  present  administration;  and  the  one  except, 
ed,  was  an  admitted  Federalist,  and  President 
of  the  branch  bank  located  at  Natchez. 

[Mr.  Cask  here  corrected  Mr.  Picmmeh,  and 
said,  if  he  had  reference  to  Col.  Wilkins,  that 
it  was  a  mistake.] 

Mr.  P.  sVid,  if  he  was  mistaken,  that  it  was 
because  he  had  recently  resigned. 

Mr.  P.  said,  that  he  would  here  take  occasion 
to  repel  a  charge  which  had  been  made  from  a 
quarter  that  he  did  not  think  proper  to  name, 
because  it  might  be  a  violation  of  order,  that  his 
course  on  this  question  "was  the  effect  of  party 
trammels;''  that  he  was  "under  the  influence  of 
decided  party  discipline;"  that  he  had  "become 
a  mere  automaton,"  and  disposed  to  "surrender 
his  judgment,  and  what  he  believed  to  be  the 
best  interests  of  the  people  of  Mississippi  at  the 
shrine  of  party."  Mr.  r\  said,  he  too, with  his  hon- 
o  able  colleague,  should  "fearlessly  do  what  he 
believed  to  be  his  dutv ;"  that  he,  too,  with  his 
honorable  coUeague,could  safely  say,that  "he  had 
no  interests"  here  "unconnected"  with  the  interest 
of  the  people  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  re- 
present. Charges  such  as  he  had  named,  came 
with  a  bad  grace  from  those  who  were  under  the 
necessity  of  placing  themselves  under  "tram- 
mels" and  "party  discipline,"  to  procure  their 
election  to  a  seat  in  that  Hall.  It  is  well  known 
he  said,  that  he  had  never  been  a  favorite  of  those 
who  stood  at  the  head  of,  and  controlled,  the  des- 
tinies of  the  administration  party  in  Mississippi. 
That  he  might  not  be  misunderstood,  he  would 
particulate. 

He  had  never  been  supported  by  the  Governor 
of  the  State,  who  was  considered  by  the  party  as 
their  champion.  The  patronage  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  arrayed  against  him,  if  that  could 
-hj  considered.  the  pipage  of  Uie  Government 


which  caused  the  United  States  officers  within 
the  State  of  Mississippi  to  oppose  Irs  election- 
There  were  at  the  time  he  was  elected  to  the  sta- 
tion which  he  held,  five  newspapers  w  ithin  his 
district  in  support  of  the  administration .  Two 
of  them,  he  said,  assailed  him  with  all  the  vio- 
lence of  political  partisans;  two  of  them  admit- 
ted communications  against  him,  and  refused  or 
neglected  to  defend  him;  and  the  tifth  one,  a 
new  paper,  just  then  established,  had  since  dis- 
carded him.  He  had,  he  said,  received  no  fa- 
vors at  the  hands  of  the  executive  branch  of  the 
Government,  nor  had  he  any  to  ask.  He  men- 
tioned these  things,  not  in  a  spirit  of  complaint 
towards  the  President,  or  any  of  the  Heads  of 
Departments  ;  nor  out  of  any  feelings  of  disre- 
spect to  the  Governor  of  the  State,  (who  com- 
manded from  him  that  respect  due  to  a  gener- 
ous heart,  and  the  high  and  i  esponsible  9tation 
which  he  occupied)  or  any  one  else;  but  in  jus- 
tification of  his  course  there,  and  in  reply  to  an 
attack  made  against  him  and  others  on  that  floor 
with  whom  he  acted  on  the  all-absorbing  ques- 
tion of  the  bank,  in  onoof  the  newspapers  prin- 
ted in  the  State  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  re- 
present. 

Mr.  P.  said,  he  did  not  propose  to  occupy  the 
time  of  the  House  in  responding  to  the  common 
newspaper  slang  of  those  who  were  under  the 
influence  of  the  bank,  nor  did  he  deem  it  neces- 
sary to  notice  the  vulgar  and  abusive  communi- 
cations of  the  letter-writers,  whether  over  the 
signature  of  "Major  Downing,"  "The  Spy,"  or 
any  other  poor,  anonymous,  irresponsible  devil, 
who  earned  his  daily  bread  by  fabricating  libels 
on  the  character  of  those  who  would  not  bow 
down  and  worship  at  the  footstool  of  their  mas- 
ter and  employer,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
But,  he  said,  when  he  saw  a  communication 
from  a  responsible  source,  over  the  signature  of 
an  honorable  gentleman,  published  in  a  public 
journal,  and  evidently  intended  for  the  public 
eye,  misrepresenting  the  opinions  of  high  public 
functionaries,  and  containing  slanderous  chargi  s 
against  a  portion  of  the  members  cf  that  Hoi  se 
with  whom  he  was  associated  on  a  question  01' 
great  national  i  nportance,  he  corlei  lered  it  not 
only  his  right,  but  his  duty,to  notice  it  in  his  place 
on  that  floor  of  the  Hall,  even  though  it  might  pes- 
sibly  have  been  written  by  one  entitled  to  a  scat 
within  its  walls.  If,  said  Mr.  P„  the  publication 
should  have  been  first  made  in  his  own  State,and 
intended  to  mislead  those  whom  he  had  the  hon- 
in  part  to  represent,  and  calculated  to  injure  him 
(if  believed)  in  their  estimation,  it  would  be 
due  to  his  constituents  as  well  as  to  himself,  th;  t 
the  misrepresentation  should  be  corrected, the  slai- 
derous  charges  contradicted,  and  things  called 
by  their  right  names. 

For  the  put  pose  of  bringing  the  administra- 
tion and  tLose  who  support  its  measure,  into 
disrepute  among  the  people  of  Mississippi,  it 
had  been  asserted  by  that  higli  anth  nv  to 
wbch  he  had  already  made  allusion,  that  "there 
is  no  complaint  that  the  bank  did  not  discharge 
promptly  and  efficiently  all  the  duties  required 
of  it  by  it*  charter."  Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  1 
undertake  to  say,  tb^vU4t  |t.de  eeut  \s  a  whole- 
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sale  perversion  of  truth,  and  misrepresentation 
of  facts.  Let  us  inquire  what  is  meant  by  this 
statement.  It  cannot  refer  1o  the  bank,  nor 
those  opposed  to  the  administration,  for  they 
have  made  no  complaints  against  the  bank.  It 
must  then  be  intended  to  convey  the  idea  that 
no  charges  or  complaints  huve  been  made  from 
any  source  "that  (he  bank  did  not  discharge 
promptly  s»nd  efficiently  all  the  duties  required 
of  it  by  its  charter,"  but  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  removed  the  deposites  in  viola- 
tion of  law,  without  any  complaint  being  made, 
without  any  provocation  whatever;  and,  if  he 
might  be  allowed  to  use  a  legal  phrase,  with 
malice  aforethought,  and  without  the  fear  of 
God  before  his  eyes  ;  and  that  those  who  sus- 
tained his  course  on  this  floor  were  particeps 
criminus  in  the  transaction.  To  show  the  fal- 
sity of  that  statement,  he  would  only  mention 
such  charges  mad?  against  the  bank,  as  had 
been  not  only  clearly  proven  but  admitted  by 
its  friends,  and  attempted  to  be  justified.  He 
begged  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  that  letter 
writer  to  the  fact  of  the  transaction  of  the  most 
important  business  by  the  bank,  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  one  or  two  others,  when  the  charter 
expressly  provides  that  "not  less  than  seven 
directors  shall  constitute  a  board  for  the  trans- 
action of  business,"  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
Government  Directors,  altogether  from  the 
board;  to  the  effort  on  the  part  of  the  bank  to. 
postpone,  secretly,  without  the  consent  of  the 
Government,  the  payment  of  a  portion  of  the 
publtc  debt,  called  the  three  per  cent,  stocks  ; 
to  the  unconscious  demand  on  the  part  of  ihe 
bank  for  damages  to  the  amount  of  $158,842  77, 
on  the  protested  bill  drawn  by  the  United  States 
on  the  French  Government ;  to  the  enormous 
sums  of  the  people's  money  appropriated  ille- 
gally to  editors  and  printers  foi-  the  purpose  of 
abusing  t  e  President  of  the  United  States. 

Again,  said  Mr.  Plummkr,  this  distinguish- 
ed letter-writer  says,'  "It  certainly  never  was 
intended  to  give  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury the  regulation  of  the  currency,  of  the 
country,  by  an  unlimited  control  over  the  mo- 
neyed institutions;  and  yet,  the  Secretary,  in 
his  report  to  Congress,  has  claimed  all  this 
power."  Now  I  undertake,  said  Mr.  Plummkh, 
to  say,  that  he  has  neither  claimed  nor  exercised 
any  such  power. '  He  has  not,  on  any  occasion, 
attempted  to  regulate  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
try. He  has  never  at  any  time  exercised,  or  at- 
tempted to  exercise,  any  control  over  the  mo- 
neyed institutions.  The  16th  section  of  the 
bank  charter  enacts  "  That  the  deposites  of  the 
money  of  the  United  States,  in  places,  in  which 
the  said  bank  or  branches  thereof  may  be 
established,  shall  be  made  in  said  bank 
or  branches  thereof,  unless  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  shall,  at  any  time,  other- 
Avise  order  and  direct."  In  conformity  with  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  the  public  moneys  were 
deposited  in  the  United  States  Bank  and  Branch- 
es until  September  last,  when  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  ordered  and  directed,  that  thereaf- 
ter they  should  be  made  in  the  State  banks 
for  reajoas  which  he  communicated  to  Congress 


at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  as  he  law- 
fully might  do.  Was  this  regulating  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country  ?  Was  this  claiming  a  con- 
trol over  the  moneyed  institutions?  Or  was  it 
only  designating  the  place  where  the  money 
should  be  deposited  for  safe  keeping  ? 

The  honorable  letter  writer,  said  Mr.  P.,  from 
whom  he  had  made  sundry  quotations,  had  pro- 
pounded to  the  people  of  Mississippi  a  series  of 
interrogatories,  which  he  read,  and  begged  leave 
to  answer  in  their  order.  Mr.P.said,  if  an  apol- 
ogy was  due  for  occupying  the  time  of  the  House 
in  responding  to  newspaper  scribblers,  it  might 
be  found  in  the  fact,  that  he  stood  by  himself  in 
support  of  the  democracy  of  the  State  here,  and 
unsupported  by  any  of  the  presses  at  home.  If  he 
should  respond  by  written  communication  to 
that  renowned  letter  writer,  there  was  no  cer- 
tainty of  its  being  published  in  the  State  which 
he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent.  During 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  he  said  that  he 
wrote  several  letters,  and  delivered  speeches  on 
several  important  questions,  that  were  publish- 
ed in  the  city  papers,  and  republished  in  different 
parts  of  the  Union,  none  of  which  found  their 
way  into  the  newspapers  of  Mississippi.  He 
therefore  hoped  the  House  would  allow  him  to 
do  an  act  of  justice  to  himself  and  the  democracy 
of  the  State,  which,  from  his  peculiar  situation, 
he  could  not  otherwise  well  do.  In  answer  to 
the  following  interrogatory — "How  do  the  peo- 
ple of  Mississippi  stand  affected  in  relation  to  the 
removal  of  the  public  deposites?"  Mr.  P.  said 
that  the  democracy  of  Mississippi  stood  unmov- 
ed and  immovable — resolved  to  sacrifice  "their 
lives ,  their  fortunes,  and  their  sacred  honor,"  in 
defence  of  the  rights  and  privileges  handed 
down  to  them  by  their  fathers,  rather  than  per- 
mit themselves  to  be  made  the  slaves  and  vassals 
of  an  irresponsible  corporation,  wielding  a  mo- 
neyed power  which  already  shook  our  institu- 
tions to  the  centre,  and  threatened  to  break  down 
the  Constitution,  trample  on  the  laws,  and  pros- 
trate the  liberties  of  the  people.  This,  said  Mr. 
P.,  is  the  way  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  the 
Workingmen  of  the  State,  stand,  and  the  way 
they  will  continue  to  stand,  even  if  the  pecuniary 
distress  should  be  greater  than  at  present.  There 
is,  however,  said  Mr.  P.,  another  party,  different- 
ly  situated,  and  differently  affected.  The  Fede- 
ralists of  '98,  of  alien  and  sedition  law  me- 
mory— the  anti-war  party,  of  Hartford  Conven- 
tion memory — the  old  aristocracy  of  the  State — 
the  National  Republican  party — the  bank  party 
and  all  of  the  discordant  materials  (not  exceed- 
ing one-fourth'of  the  State)  who  have  uniformly 
opposed  the  measures'of  the  present  administra- 
tion (excepting  the  proclamation  and  enforcing 
bill,)  "stand  effected"  in  favor Jof  rechartering 
the  United.^ States'1  Bank,  and,  consequently,  in 
favor  of  restoring  the  deposites.  jf  Not  an  original 
Jackson  man  was  h  there  among  them,  excepting 
a  few  of  the  followers  of  that  ingenious  politician 
who  has  recently  invented  a  mode  by  which  those 
opposed  to  the  bank  on^  constitutional  grounds 
can  consistently  vote  for  a  recharter  of  that  in- 
stitution, and  a  few  disappointed  old  Federalists, 
who  crept  into  the  Democratic  ranks  for  sake  of 
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office.  Theae,  said  Mr.  P.,  are  the  individuals 
who  are  following  in  the  wake  of  their  leaders, 
and  responding  to  the  inflammatory  panic 
speeches  of  Congress  by  passing  distress  resolu- 
tions at  public  meetings,  for  the  purpose  of  influ- 
encing the  action  of  this  House.  The  question 
before  the  people  of  the  United  States  is  the 
same  now,  said  Mr.  P.,  that  it  has  been  ever 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  between 
the  federalists  and  republicans — between  the 
aristocracy  and  democracy — between  those  who 
are  in  favor  of  enlarging  the  powers  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  by  implication,  and  those  who 
are  for  confining  it  within  the  limits  prescribed 
by  the  Constitution.  Gentlemen  might  disguise 
it  as  they  would;  that,  he  said,  was  the  real 
■tate  of  the  question.  In  answer  to  the  second 
interrogatory— "Do  they  believe  good  or  evil  is 
te  come  of  it?"  Mr.  P.  said,  that,  if  their  repre> 
sentatives  did  not  violate  the  trust  reposed  in 
them,  and  forfeit  the  confidence  of  the  people 
who  sent  them  there,  by  voting  for  a  restoration 
of  the  deposites,  and  a  recharter  of  the  bank, 
they  believe  that  the  great  cause  of  the  "evil" 
would  expire  by  limitation,  and  that  '"good" 
would  eventually  "come  of  it."  Mr.  P.  read 
from  the  same  paper  the  following  interrogato- 
ries: 

"Do  they,  or  do  they  not,  feel  that  something 
is  wrong,  in  relation  to  the  money  operations  of 
the  country?  Do  they,  or  do  they  not,  feel  that 
a  blow  has,  from  some  quarter  or  other,  fallen 
upon  and  paralyzed  their  best  interests?  Do  they 
trace  the  fall  in  price,  and  stagnation  in  the  ope- 
rations, of  the  great  staple  of  our  country,  to  any 
particular  cause,  and  if  so,  what  is  it?" 

Thr  people  of  Mississippi,  said  Mr.  P.,  do  be- 
lieve that  something  is  legally  and  morally  wrong 
in  relation  to  the  moneyed  operations  of  the  coun- 
try; and  that  wrong,  they  believe,  consists  in 
destroying  private  credit,  dnving  the  gold  and 
silver  out  of  the  country,  and  collecting  the  loan- 
ible  Capital  at  one  point,  and  placing  it  under 
the  control  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States — 
an  institution  exempt  by  law  from  liabilities  to 
which  individuals  are  subject — a  corporation 
clothed  with  powers  repugnant  to  the  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  a  republican  Government — a  mo- 
neyed monopoly  upon  which  exclusive  privileges 
dave  been  conferred  by  charter,  and  an  aristocra- 
tic institution,  under  no  moral  obligations,  which 
respects  the  laws  and  public  opinion  only  so  far  as 
is  necessary  to  promote  its  own  interest.  The  de- 
mocracy of  that  State,  continued  Mr.  P.,  do  be- 
lieve that  a  blow  has  fallen  upon  and  paralyzed 
their  best  interests,  and  that  there  is  a  stagnation 
of  business,  and  fall  in  the  price  of  the  staple  of 
the  country.  He  said,  however,  that  they  did  not 
trace  the  cause  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
nor  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  but  to 
the  evils  of  our  banking  system.  They  did  not 
believe  that  the  mere  transfer  of  eight  millions  of 
dollars  from  one  bank  to  another  could  cause 
such  distress,  and  affect  the  price  of  cotton.  The 
bright  and  cheering  prospect  of  a  few  months 
•go,  described  in  resolutions,  was,  he  said,  owing 
to  the  extensive  accommodations  of  the  bank, 
luring  tht>  past  year.    The  effect  of  bank  paper, 


every  one  would  admit,  was  to  drive  the  gold 
and  silver  out  of  the  country.  Experience  had 
demonstrated  that  specie  and  paper  money  could 
not  circulate  together.  As  long  as  the  bank 
continued  to  extend  its  discounts,money,  or  that 
which  represented  money,  was  plenty,  and  the 
country  apparently  in  a  prosperous  condition.— 
When  the  bank  curtailed  its  discounts,  the  sys- 
tem contracted,  and  the  pressure  on  the  commu- 
nity was  in  proportion  to  the  curtailment.  This, 
said  Mr.  P.,  is  the  effect  of  the  whole  system, 
and  the  necessary  consequences  of  banking  ope- 
rations. 

What,  inquired  Mr.  P.,  were  the  facts?  In  the 
short  period  of  sixteen  months,  prior  to  the  first 
day  of  May,  1832,  the  bank  extended  its  loans 
from  forty -two  to  seventy  millions  of  dollars,  be- 
ing an  increase  of  twenty-eight  millions— a  much 
larger  amount  of  loans  than  were  ever  made  by 
the  bank  within  the  same  period,since  the  grant- 
ing of  its  charter.  This  expansion  of  the  bank, 
said  Mr.  P.,  made  "money  plenty,"  caused  a 
sudden  rise  in  the  prices  of  cotton  and  the  staple 
commodities,  and  the  country  was  apparently  m 
a  prosperous  condition.  During  the  months  of 
August  and  September  last,  the  bank  curtailed 
its  loans  §4,066,146,  while  there  was  an  increase 
of  the  public  deposites,  during  that  period,  of 
$2,268,504.  In  the  short  period  of  two  months 
the  enormous  sum  of  $6,.°>34,650  was  withdrawn 
by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  from  the  bu- 
siness of  the  country.  This  curtailment  of  its 
loans,  and  contraction  of  its  issues,  said  Mr. 
P.,  was  what  caused  the  price  of  cotton  to  full, 
and  brought  pecuniary  distress  on  the  country. 
The  contraction  had  been  in  fact  greater  tlum 
he  had  named.  The  policy  adopted  by  the  U. 
States  Bank  compelled  the  State  banks  to  cur- 
tail in  equal  proportion .  Such  was  the  extraor- 
dinary power  of  that  institution  over  not  only  a 
portion  of  the  community,  but  the  State  banks, 
and  the  whole  currency  of  the  country.  "With- 
out, however,  entering  into  an  argument  at  that 
time  on  the  subject,  he  begged  leave  to  s'ate 
one  fact,  which  he  considered  conclusive  on  that 
point.  Whether  the  bank  was  or  was  not  com- 
pelled to  pursue  that  course  in  self  defence,  all 
the  combined  powers  of  the  nationals,  milliners 
and  bank  partv  put  together,  could  not,  he  said, 
induce  the  intelligent  people  of  Mississippi  t> 
believe  that  there  would  have  been  any  distress 
or  pressure  in  the  money  market,  at  ths  time, 
if  there  had  been  no  Bank  of  the  United  St-.tes. 
That  position  admitted,  and  no  man  could  dei  y 
it,  it  followed  as  a  necessary  consequence  that 
the  evil  must  be  traced  to  the  bank,  and  nut  to 
the  executive  branch  of  the  Government. 

"Do  they  believe  that  <he  action  of  the  K\- 
ecutive  branch  of  the  Government  in  relat.o.i 
to  the  United  States  Bank,  the  removal  of  the 
public  deposites  from,  and  its  declared  hos- 
tility to,  this  institution,  has  or  has  not  hud  an 
effect  upon  the  present  state  of  things?" 

To  this  and  to  the  last  interrogatory,  said 
Mr.  P.,  this  writer  had,  in  the  same  commun  r  ,- 
lion,  (by  misiake  he  presumed)  furnished  -  jjull 
and  satisfactory  answer. 

"If  the  amount  of  depositts,"  says  the  l*;t.r 
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■writer,  ••had  been  cast  into  the  ocean,  or  dis- 
posed of  in  any  way,  leaving  the  bank  the  full 
enjoyment  of  its  chartered  rights  and  privileges, 
its  action  uninfluenced  by  hostility  towards  it  on 
the  part  of  the  Executive,  things  would  have 
gone  on  well ;  and  if  it  had  been  the  sense  of 
the  notion  that  it  should  have  died  a  natural. 
death,  its  existence  would  have  terminated  with. 
its  constitution  or  charter,  without  a  struggle, 
and  without  affecting  the  body  politic  in  which 
it  had  figured  as  the  great  moderator  of  the 
currency  of  the  country." 

Here,  said  Mr.  P.,  is  an  admission  made  by 
this  bank  advocate,  which  overturns  every  ar- 
gument adduced  to  show  that  the  present  dis- 
tress  in  the  country  is  produced  by  the  action 
of  "my  old  friend,  the  Ginera-,"  (as  this  letter- 
writer  calls  him,)  and  not  by  the  voluntary  aadl 
malicious  conduct  of  the  bank.  Mark  hi:i 
words.  "If  the  amount  of  the  deposites  had 
been  cast  into  the  ocean,  things  would  have 
gone  on  well/"  That  is,  the  mere  removal  of 
the  deposites  would  not  have  caused  any  dis- 
tress in  the  country,  if  the  bank  had  not  sought 
to  revenge  itself  on  the  people  for  a  supposed 
injury  done  to  the  institution,  by  the  Secretary 
ef  the  Treasury,  by  contracting  its  issues,  and 
thereby  causing  universal  distress  in  all  classes 
of  society  throughout  t  be  land  ;  that,  but  for 
this  spirit  of  revenge,  aroused  into  action  bv 
the  pretended  hostility  of  the  Executive,  the 
existence  of  the  bank  would  have  terminated 
with  its  charter,  without  affecting  the  body  pol- 
tic,  and  that  it  would  bave  died  a  natural  death, 
without  a  struggle,  notwithstanding  th-  removal 
of  the  deposites.  When  it  comes  to  ';he  test, 
this,  said  Mr.  P.,  is  what  they  are  all  bound  to 
admit.  But'  the  public  moneys  were  not  cast 
into  the  ocean  ;  they  were  not  thrown  away; 
they  were  not  locked  up  in  the  stro.og  box  of 
the  Government,  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing 
the  people;  they  were  placed  in  the  State  banks 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  common!  ty. 

Mr.  P.  said,  he  did  not  claim  the  right  of  ad- 
vising or  lecturing  his  honorable  colleague,  for 
whom  he  entertained  the  kindest  of  i'eelings, 
but  the  character  of  the  State  was  suffering  un- 
der charges  and  imputations  which  he  had  been 
instrumental  in  bringing  about. ;  he,  therefore, 
begged  leave,  most  respectfully,  to  address  to 
the  House,  for  the  benefit  of  his  c  olleague,  a 
few  observations  in  relation  to  t  be  sudden 
change  of  public  sentiment  in  Missi  ssippi,  and 
the  hostile  attitude  which  that  Sta  te  had  as- 
turned  towards  the  measures  of  the  s.  droinistra- 
tion  spoken  of  in  this  Hall  and  elsew.  bere. 

[The  Speaker  reminded  Mr.  P.  t  bat  it  was 
not  in  order  to  speak  personally  of  any  •  member 
of  the  House.] 

Mr.  Case  reques'ed  that  his  colleag  tie  might 
be  allowed  to  proceed,  if  the  Chair  w  ould  per- 
mit him,  without  too  great  a  violation  .  jf  order, 
as  he  was  prepared  to  reply.] 

Mr.  Plummer  thanked  the  Cbair  for|tl  te  timely 
adm  mition,  and  Ins  colleague  for  his  p  olite  re- 
quest in  his  behalf,  and  begged  most  i  respect, 
fully,  to  inform  them,  that  he  had  no  i  ntention 
if  yjojutipg  tbf  Witt  of  *t  Hom*    jw  they 


would  have  learned,  if  they  had  been  a  little1 
more  patient.  That  there  should  be  no  dis- 
pute  or  misunderstanding  about  his  allusions, ! 
Mr.  P. .  said  that  he  would  read  from  the  news- 
paper the  charge  against  the  character  of  his 
State  to  which  he  referred, 

He  then  read  from  the  "  Richmond  Whig," 
as  follows. 

"  MISSISSIPPI.— This  State  has  assumed 
an  attitude  of  decided  hostility  to  the  moon- 
struck measures  of  the  administration.  The 
Natchez  Courier  publishes  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Cage,  one  of  the  Representatives  of  the  State' 
in  Congress,  announcing  his  purpose  of  throw- 
ing off  the  trammels  of  party,  and  sus'aining 
the  interests  of  the  People.  Judge  Black  of 
the  Senate,  elected  a  Jackson  man,  has  taken 
the  same  decided  stand,  and  in  both  Houses, 
Mississippi  is  unanimous  in  the  course,  unless. 
Mr.  Plummer  be  an  exception,  which  the  Tele«J 
graph  regards  as  doubtful." 

Mr.  P.,  pronounced  this  statement  false.1' 
The  State  of  Mississippi  has  not  assumed,  he 
said  "  an  attitude  of  decided  hostility  to  the 
measures  of  the  administration."  If  there  was 
any  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  State  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  bank  question,  it  was  not| 
among  the  great  mass  of  the  People,  for  he 
had  already  remarked,  that  they  stood  firmly 
by  the  Old  Hero,  who  stood  Jjy  them  in  thej 
hour  of  peril  and  danger,  but  it  was  among] 
those  who  were  elected  to  sustain  him  in  his  ef-i 
forts  to  put  down  »  moneyed  monopoly,  aboutj 
to  enslave  the  people,  and  who  had  knowinglys 
and  wilfully  violated  the  plighted  faith  of  their 
constituents,  and  forfeited  the  confidence  repo-i 
sed  in  them  by  the  much  abused  people  of  Mis- 
sissippi. 

Mr.   P.,   referred  to  another  article,  stating! 
that  "Mr.  Cage,  of  Mississippi,  a    member  of 
the  House,  elected  as  a  friend  to  the  adminie-r' 
tration,  is  a  friend  no  longer,  but  speaks  loud 
and  strong  against   it."     In   order  tu   exnlain. 
this  strange  state  of  things,  he  said,  he  deemed! 
it  necessary   for  the   world  to  know  a  few  facta 
that  he  hoped  w<  uld  not  ba  considered  entirely 
irrelevant  to  the  subject  under   consideration, 
which   he  understood  to  involve,  among  other' 
things  the  question  of  what  was  public  senti-i 
ment   in    Mississippi.     His  colleague  and  him- 
self,  he  said,  were  elected  to  the  stations  which 
they   occupied,  in  August,  1832,  immediately" 
after  the  adjournment  of  the  first  session  of  the 
22d  Congress.     The  presses  in  support  of  the; 
administration  charged  a  distinguished  Senator, 
from  that  State  with  being  hostile  to  the  leading] 
measures  of  the   administration.     One  of  the 
specifications  was,  that  he  had  voted 
to  recharter  the  United   States 
the  Presideut  had  just  put  his  veto  upon.     The 
presses    in    opposition  to  the    Administration 
charged  his  colleague   another   Senator,  with 
having  supporttd  the  leading  mensurea  of  the 
administration.     One  of  the  specifications  was, 
tlal  he  had  voted  against  tlie  bill  to  reclurter 
the  United  States  Bank.     They  were  toasted  at 
dinners,  barbacues,  got  up  for  the  purpose  by 
their  respective  friends  and  partisans,  ttt§  lines 
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Df  party  were  distinctly  drawn,  every  politician 
took  sides — there  was  no  equivocation  allowed, 
the  people  advanced  boldly  up  to  the  mark  and 
took  their  stand — they  took  their  motto  from 
the  good  book,  '"  those  who  are  not  for  us,  are 
against  us."  The  people  were  agitated  on  the 
question.  The  excitement  was  never  greater 
in  the  State.  'Mr.  P.,  said,  the  "whole  ani- 
mal''Jackson- men  kicked  him  out  of  company 
notwithstanding  he  had  been  a  uniform  sup- 
porter of  thfj  administration,  because  he  had 
been  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  a  native  of  Massa- 
chusetts, a'.id  was  so  impudent  as  to  use  the  fol- 
lowing larguage  in  a  speech  on  that  floor ;  "  I 
am  no  m?.n  worshipper  ;  1  do  not  belong  to  the 
leaders  of  any  of  the  numerous  parties,  who 
figure  v.pon  the  political  theatre,  I  go  for  mea- 
sures and  not  for  men."  A  higher  honor  could 
;not,  in  his  opinion,  have  been  conferred  on  a 
inativf  of  the   "  Ancient  Commonwealth." 

Mr.  P.  then  asked  his  honorable  colleage, 
(hov/ever,  said  Mr.  P.,  for  the  purpose  of  avoid- 
ing personalities,  he  would  include  himself,) 
he  then  asked  the  delegation  from  Mississippi, 
with  which  party  they  took  sides;  vi  ith  those 
'•who  sustained  the  bank,  and  Clay's  Land  Bill, 
I  and  opposed  to  the  administration,  or  with  those 
|tyho  sustained  the  administration  on  those  ques- 
tions? By  whom,  said  Mr.  P.,  addressing 
jfoimself  to  his  colleague,  in  an  emphatic  tone, 
(were  we  supported;  by  those  who  sustained  the 
L'bank,  or  by  those  who  sustained  the  administra- 
tion? When  the  Jackson  presses  urged  our 
'pretensions  on  the  ground  that  we  were  more 
'of  Jackson  men  than  our  opponents,  and  made 
■an  appeal  to  the  partialities  and  prejudices  of 
the  people,  exhorting  ihem  to  rally  at  the  polls 
and  give  their  votes  for  us,  who  were  the  per- 
sonal and  political  friends  ot  the  hero  of  New 
•Orleans,  in  preference  to  one  whose  motto  was 
•"measures  and  not  men,"  what,  he  asked,  was 
jlhe  course  of  his  honorable  colleague  (and  him- 
self)' 

Did  we  mount  the  stump  and  tell  the  people 
that  we  would  not  wear  "party  trammels;"  that 
we  would  not  be  under  the  influence  of  "par- 
ley discipline;"  that  we  would  not  bow  "at  the 
shrine  of  party,"  and  that  we  would  not  pledge 
himself  to  support  the  measures  of  the  adminis- 
lation,  right  or  wrong,   like   an   independent 
[man  resolved  not  to  be  trammelled;  or  did  we, 
|  under  these  circumstances,  tell  the  people  that 
we  was  a  native  of  Tennessee,  from  the  same 
I  neighborhood,  and  personally  acquainted  with 
he  President;  that  General  Jackson  had  known 
I  as  intimately  from  his  infancy;  had  often  dandled 
nim   on  his  knee  in  childhood,   and  that  we, 
while  yet  a  boy,  had  followed  him  to  the  tented 
field,  and  fought  by  his  side  in  his  country's  de- 
fence, when  he  achieved  those  victories,  and 
won  those  laurels  which  placed  him  In  the  chair 
at  State;  and  that,  therefore,  they  could  not 
question  his  Jacksonism?     And  for  fear  that  ad 
itional  evidence  would  be  wanting,  did  we  not 
hed  tears  in  speaking  of  his  "old  friend  the 
"eneral."    In  short,  did  we  not  take  advantage 
the  peculiar  state  of  excitement  existing  at ' 


that  time,  and  ride  into  Congress  on  the  popu- 
larity of  General  Jackson  ? 

He  said  that  he  could  really  answer  these 
questions,  if  certain  that  it  would  be  in  order  to 
do  so,  but  as  he  was  an  orderly  man,  he  would 
leave  that  for  the  rest  of  the  delegation.  Ad- 
mitting them  to  be  answered  in  the  affirmative, 
what  do  they  prove,  said  Mr.  P?  They  prove, 
he  continued,  one  of  two  things;  either  that  we 
pledged  himself  to  the  people  of  the  State  to 
vote  for  the  measuies  of  the  administration 
generally,  or  that  we  would  sustain  such  lead- 
ing measures  of  the  administration  in  particular, 
as  were  then  under  discussion  and  consideration 
before  the  people  of  the  State.  He  cared  not, 
he  said,  which  we  meant,  the  people  understand 
us  as  being,  at  least,  tacitly  pledged  to  oppose 
the  bank. 

Mr.  P.  said,  if  an  apology  was  due  to  the 
House  for  having  treated  a  letter  writer  with 
so  much  respect,  it  must  be  found  in  the  fact 
that  he  had  no  other  way  of  disabusing  the 
public  mind.  He  hoped  that  the  newspapers 
would  do  the  people  of  Mississippi  the  justice 
to  give  his  remarks  a  circulation  as  extensive 
as  the  letter  writers  had  the  slanders  to  which 
he  had  referred.  With  regard  to  the  merits 
of  the  main  question,  he  had  intended  to  em- 
brace the  opportuniiy  then  offered  to  ex- 
press himself  fully,  but  the  feeble  state  of 
his  health  would  not  admit  of  it  at  that  time; 
he  should  therefore  defer  it,  and  seek  some 
other  occaaion,  on  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means.  Mr.  P.  protested 
against  any  intention  of  disrespect  to  any  one; 
repeated  that  he  had  a  high  regard  personal- 
ly for  the  individuals  who  composed  the  meet- 
ing at  Natchez.  He  made  some  further  ge- 
neral remarks  in  relation  to  the  distress  in 
the  country,  and  the  cause  of  it,  not  distinct- 
ly heard  by  the  reparler,  and  earnestly  con- 
tended that  no  man  who  was  well  versed  in 
the  banking  operations,  could  attribute  it  to 
any  cause  other  than  the  pernicious  and  bane- 
ful operations  of  the  banking  system,  which 
he  feared  would  some  day,  destroy  the  Govern- 
ment. He  concluded  by  declaring  that  it  was 
with  wounded  feelings  of  national  pride,  that 
he  heard  it  gravely  asserted  by  intelligent,  and 
he  believed  patriotic  gentlemen,  on  this  rloort 
that  the  Government  could  not  exist,  nor  the 
various  branches  of  industry  prosper,  without 
the  aid  of  the  United  States  Bank,  or  some 
other  similar  moneyed  corporation,  to  afford 
facilities  and  regtdate  the  currency  of  the 
country.  If  the  body  politic,  said  he,  w  as 
so  debilitated;  if  the  energies  of  the  people 
were  reduced  so  low,  that  they  could  not 
continue  to  exist  without  a  moneyed  monopo- 
ly to  lean  upon  for  support,  it  was  evidence 
to  him  that  they  were  prepared  for  slavery  ; 
it  was  time  that  they  had  a  master ;  lacy 
were,  in  his  opinion,  unworthy  of  that  rich 
inheritance  handed  down  to  them  by  the  pa- 
triots of  the  revolution  ;  they  were  incapable 
of  self-government. 

Mr.  CAGE,  of  Miss.,  then  rose  to  address 
the  House :  In  sincerity  and  truth,  he  declar- 
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ed  that  it  was  with  feelings  of  the  deepest 
regret  he  considered  himself  called  upon  to 
say  any  thing  upon  the  subject  which  his 
colleague  had  made  the  occasion  of  a  speech, 
however  agreeable  it  might  have  been  to  him 
to  have  given  his  views  upon  the  merits  of 
the  question  involved  in  it,  at  some  gone-by 
period. 

The  question  had  been  discussed  and  re- 
discussed  in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  by 
gentlemen  much  more  competent  to  the  task 
than  himself.  He  could  add  nothing  new  to 
what  had  been  said.  These  arguments,  and 
every  thing  connected  with  this  all-absorbing 
question,  said  Mr.  C,  have  gone  forth  to 
the  people  of  this  nation,  and  in  their  general 
circulation  they  cannot  fail  to  fall  into  die 
hands  of  my  constituents,  the  people  of  Mis- 
sissippi. It  is  only  necessary,  then,  for  me 
to  say,  upos  this  occasion,  that  these  argu- 
ments which  have  gone  forth,  and  which 
breathe  a  mild  and  dignified  temper,  and 
whi*h  advocate  the  object  sought  to  be  at- 
tained by  the  resolutions  now  under  conside- 
ration, I  concur  in;  hence  the  House  need  be 
in  no  apprehension  that  I  will  fatigue  them, 
or  further  weary  their  patience;  by  a  discus 
sion  of  the  merits  of  the  ma  n  question. 

My  colleague,  said  Mr.  C,  has  thought  pro- 
per, with  what  delicacy  and  propriety,  I  leave 
the  House  and  himself  to  judge,  to  make  a  letter, 
written  by  a  gentleman  from  this  place  to  his 
friend  in  Mississippi,  and  which  has  made  its  ap- 
pearance in  the  newspapers  of  the  day,  the  sub- 
ject of  his  almost  entire  speech.  The  gentleman 
says  he  will  not  name  the  author  of  the  celebra- 
ted letter,  least  he  might  be  considered  out  of  or- 
der in  making  a  personal  allusion.  As  this  let- 
ter has  been  made  to  cut  so  conspicuous  a  figure 
in  the  speech  of  the  gentleman,  and  as  he  has 
thought  proper  to  read  mere  parts  and  portions 
of  it,  and  to  remark  upon  them,  it  is  but  due  to 
the  House,  so  far  as  it  can  take  or  feel  any  inter- 
eat  in  this  matter,  and  to  the  letter-writer  him- 
self, whoever  he  may  be,  that  it  be  read  entire. 
[Here  Mr.  C.  read  the  letter,  and,  remarked, 
this  letter  is  signed  "  Harry  Cage."] 

The  gentleman,  said  Mr.  C,  in  the  course  of 
his  remarks,  said  that  this  letter  was  a  libel 
upon  himself  and  those  with  whom  he  acted.  1 
now  put  it  to  the  House  and  the  gentleman  him- 
self, whether  the  letter  you  have  just  heard  read, 
or  the  speeeh  of  the  gentleman,  contains  the 
most  libellous  matter?  Whether  the  speech  of 
the  gentleman  is  not  a  greater  libel  upon  those 
with  whom  I  act  and  myself,  than  is  that  of  the  let- 
ter upon  the  gentleman,  and  those  with  whom  he 
acts  upon  this  great  question. 

[Mi.  Plummer  here  explained,  and  said  he 
did  not.  intend  to  charge  the  letter  as  libellous, 
bnt  referred  to  some  other  newspaper  essays 
which  have  reference  to  the  letter.] 

Mr.  C.  resumed.  I  did  not  hear  the  com- 
mencement of  the  gentleman's  speech  this  morn- 
ing, not  being  in  my  seat  when  he  began  it ; 
but  the  first  sounds  which  fell  upon  my  ear, 
after  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  reach  my  seat, 
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ters  of  the  gentlemen  constituting   the   eommit- 
tee  which  reported  the  resolutions  adopted  at 
the  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  ^atchez.     He  ac- 
corded to  these  gentlemen  h^nor,  worth,  and 
respectability.     He  placed  thein  in  an  attitude 
that  could  not  fail  to  be  most  gratifying  to  their 
warmest  friends.     It  was  at  leasfy  so  to  me.     I 
thought  his    eulogy  creditable  to  his  head  and 
his  heart.     But,  alas  !  how  short  and  evanescent 
are  the  honors  of  this  world !     Theso  gentlemen 
were  not  long  peimitted  to  enjoy  this   enviable 
place  in  the  minds  of  the  listeners  to  the  speech 
of  my  honorable  colleague.     After  besmearing 
them,  he  commences  by  telling  the  House,  that, 
among  the  honorable  and  high-minded  men,  he 
could  discover   among   them  the   name  of  but 
one  man  who  was  not  now,  and  who  had  at   all 
times    past,  been  deeidedly  opposed  to  the  pre- 
sent Chief  Magistrate  and   his   administration. 
He  proceeds  to  tell  the  House  that  these  gentle- 
men, and   all  others  of  the  State  of  Mississippi 
who  are  opposed  to  the  President,  are  the  fede- 
ralists ef  '98,  of  alien  and  sedition  law  memory  i 
—the  anti-war   party,  of  Hartford  Convention) 
memory.     Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  whatever  may  be  the' 
faults  and  foibles  of  the  people  of  Mississippi, 
or  any   portion  of  them,  in   the  opinion  of  thfei 
gentleman,  they  are,  in  my  estimation,  the   \&b\ 
people  on  earth  obnoxious  to  the  charge  the  gen-i 
tlemen  has  thought  proper  to  bring  against  themi 
upon  this  occasion.     I  know   no  man,   of  any 
party  or  politics,  who,  if  he  were  not  a  participa-i 
tor  in  the  scenes  of  the  last  war,  did  not  rejoice 
at  our  victories fand  mourn   over  our  defeats; 
whose  political  differences  were  not  merged  in 
the  intense  anxiety  which  he  felt  in   the  com-; 
mon  cause.     Yet,  sir,  one  of  the  representatives 
of  such  a   people  has  been  induced   to  char; 
them,  for  reasons  and  under  circumstances  bei 
known   to    himself,  with    entertaining  politic! 
opinions  held  in  utter  detestation  by  every  indi 
vidua!  against  whom  they  are  made,  and   which 
charge  is  utterly  false  and  unfounded. 

It  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret  with  me,  said 
Mr.  C,  tliat  the  gentleman  should  have  thou; 
it  expedient,  in  his  place,  thus  wantonly,  as  I 
conceive,  to  have  heaped  unmerited  obloqii" 
on  any  portion  of  his  constituents  and  felto 
citizens.  I ,  however,  do  not  consider  it  necf 
sary  that  I  shoull  enter  upon  their  defen 
here.  The  gentleman's  speech  is  made  f< 
itome  consumption.  There  it  cannot  affe 
them.  Here  I  am  persuaded  it  will  not.  Th 
manner  and  temper  in  which  this  portion  of  the 
people  of  Mississippi  have  been  brought  be- 
fore this  House,  connected  with  the  fact  thr* 
the  representative  who  feels  himself  called  u 
on  thus  publicly  to  assail  his  constituents, 
any  portion  of  them,  for  no  other  reason  than 
that  they  have  presented  a  memorial  accompa- 
nied with  some  resolutions  of  a  most  mdd  and 
temperate  ch  uacter,  in  which  the  represent, 
tive  is  not  referred  to,  except  in  the  most  re- 
spectful language,  asking  his  co-operation  ir 
aid  of  their  views,  and  when,  too,  the  great 
reservoir  to  which  gentlemen  who  are  inclined 
to  indulge  in  this  sort  of  debate,  may  resort  foi 
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was  a  most  deserving  eulogy  upon  the  charac-  matter  and  manner,  is  known  to  the  House,  th« 
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effect  will  not,  I  think,  be  very  injurious  to 
them,  even  here. 

In  writing1  the  letter  alluded  to,  I  can  truly 
say  I  was  wholly  uninfluenced  by  any  feelings 
of  hostility  towards  any  human  being,  personal 
or  political.  In  looking  into  the  question 
which  was  presented  to  nay  mind,  in  all  its  bear- 
ings, not  upon  men,  but  upon  the  interests  of  a 
great  and  prosperous  cocntry,  I  felt  that  I  was 
placed  in  a  most  delicate  situation.  Every 
emotion  of  my  heart  was  on  the  side  of  the 
administration.  It  has  been  throughout  a  war 
of  my  judgment  against  my  feelings.  Under 
this  state  of  feeling,  it  is.  I  have  arrived  at  the 
conclusions  which  form  the  basis  of  my  action 
in  view  of  this  question.  I  am  free  to  acknow- 
ledge that  I  have  much  more  confidence  in  the 
correctness  of  the  conclusions  to  which  I  have 
arrived,  so  far  as  my  own  powers  of  investiga- 
tion are  concerned,  than  I  should  have  had, 
had  my  feelings  and  judgment  concurred  in 
the  matter.  I  now  have  no  distrust  of  myself, 
so  far  as  we  are  taught  by  our  nature  to  distrust 
our  judgments,  when  operated  upon  by  the 
powerful  feelings  of  the  heart. 

It  is  gravely  stated  that  I  have  said  I  disre- 
gard party  trammels.  Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  I  do 
disregard  whatever  comes  between  me  and  my 
free  action  in  view  of  what  I  conceive  the  best 
interest  of  my  couutry;  and  especially  that  por- 
tion of  it  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent. 
My  colleague  professes  to  know  the  will  of  the 
people  of  Mississippi  better  than  any  other  man. 
He  tells  us  that  he  ha-;  "grown  with  its  growth 
and  strengthened  with  its  strength."  He  tells 
us  that  three-fourths  of  the  people  of  Mississip- 
pi are  opposed  to  the  restoration  of  the  depo- 
sitee, and  to  the  recharter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  It  may  be  so,  and  his  course 
upon  this  subject  is  the  best  evidence  that  he 
thinks  so;  for,  I  believe  he  is  not  generally 
suspected  of  acting  very  promptly  and  decid- 
edly upon  any  question  of  magnitude,  until  he 
shall  have  looked  well  to  the  effect  it  is  to  have 
upon  that  overshadowing  popularity  which  he 
has,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  informed  the 
House  he  enjoys  in  our  State.  Yet,  for  the 
life  of  me,  I  cannot  imagine  the  channels  thro' 
which  the  gentleman  has  derived  his  informa- 
tion. However  large  the  gentleman  may  have 
grown,  having  been  transplanted  to  the  rich 
soil  of  Mississippi,  or  however  strong  he  may 
conceive  himself,  having  strengthened  with  its 
strength;  yet,  I  must  be  permitted  to  remind 
the  gentleman,  that,  although  I  may  not  have 
been  so  luxuriant  a  plant,  I  believe  I  am  of 
some  few  years  older  growth  in  that  delightful 
country  than  himself;  that  I  have  had  some  op- 
portunity of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  peo- 
ple of  all  parties,  and  of  all  vocations  known  in 
our  country;  that  I  have  among  them  many, 
very  many  I  hope,  warm,  they  are  at  least  with 
me,  estimable  friends.  I  must  be  permitted  to 
say,  among  these  good  citizens,  I  know  no  line 
Of  distinction,  either  personal  or  political,  such 
as  the  gentleman  has  thought  proper  to  draw 
in  his  imagination,  and  one  side  of  which  he  has 
thought  proper  to  place  what  he  is  pleased  to 


call  the  working-wien;  to  the  other,  I  believe, 
he  has  given  no  name.  If  he  means  by  working 
men,  the  industrious,  enterprising,  frugal  men 
of  all  vocations,  then  I  imagine  we  are  all  on 
the  same  side  of  the  question,  and  •onstitute 
the  working  men,  or  at  least  we  will  say  so,  as 
they  embrace  certainly  the  most  important  and 
interesting  portion  of  society.  If  the  gentle- 
man means,  as  distinguishable  from  the  work- 
ing men,  the  non-working  men,  as  that  portion 
of  our  population  that  he  does  not  intend  to 
patronise,  then,  too,  I  think  he  will  be  in  the 
majority;  for,  however  much  we  may  lament 
over  the  foibles  and  imperfections  of  our  fellow 
men,  there  are  few  among  us  who  will  be  found 
the  advocate  of  the  idle  and  dissolute,  whose 
conduct,  in  reference  to  their  families,  and 
those  dependent  upon  them,  is  pronounced  by 
the  highest  authority  "to  be  worse  than  that  of 
an  infidel." 

If  the  gentleman  intends  the  line  to  be  drawn 
between  the  rich  and  the  poor,  then  the  distinc- 
tion is  an  invidious  one,  and  should  not  be  per- 
mitted to  insinuate  itself  into  any  portion  of  the 
society  of  this  free  and  independent  Government, 
where  the  road  to  wealth  and  fame  is  equally 
open  to  all.  Besides,  it  would  be  a  political 
distinction  that  cannot  be  defined.  How  much, 
or  how  little,  must  a  man  be  worth,  to  belong  to 
this  new-fangled  party  of  my  colleague?  And 
is  it  not  more  perfectly  clear,  that ,  if  such  is 
made  the  test  of  party,  there  can  be  no  perma- 
nency in  it?  Every  man  aspires  to  a  competen- 
cy for  himself  and  family.  Should  his  industry 
and  enterprise  secure  this  to  him,  beyond  a  given 
amount,  then  he  ceases  to  be  of  the  one  party, 
without  any  effort  of  the  mind,  or  the  change  of 
a  solitary  political  opinion.  On  the  other  side, 
accident  or  misfortune,  under  the  operation  of 
this  political  thermometer,  must  decide  the  vic- 
tim's political  station.  In  fine,  sir,  said  Mr.  C, 
the  people  of  Mississippi,  as  I  recognize  them, 
are  all  the  working  class  in  some  vocation,  and 
among  ^hem  much  the  largest  proportion  culti- 
vate the  soil,  upon  whose  prosperity  essentially 
depend  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  all. 
They  are  an  enterprising  and  thrifty  people,  and 
if  permitted  to  pursue  the  even  tenor  of  their 
way  under  a  just  and  wise  administration  of  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  their  country,  they  will 
be  prosperous  and  happy.  From  many  of  these 
people,I  have  heard  those  who  are  wealthy,  those 
who  are  in  moderate  circumstances,and  those  who 
are  more  limited  in  their  circumstances,  they  all 
breathe  the  same  language,  and  it  is  that  contain- 
ed in  the  resolutions  now  under  discussion. 
These  people  from  whom  I  have  heard,  all  com- 
plain of  a  pecuniary  pressure,  and  they  believe 
it  has  been  produced  by  the  action  of  the  Execu- 
tive branch  of  the  Government  in  removing  the 
money  of  the  Government  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  They  think  it  was  a  mistaken 
policy.  That  its  effects  upon  the  currency  of 
the  country  was  not  sufficiently  examined,  or,  if 
examined,  not  well  understood.  They  believe 
if  the  error  or  mistake  is  not  corrected,  impend- 
ing ruin  awaits  many,  and  unparalled  distress, 
all.      Sir,  said  Mr.  C.,  these  people  cannot  •« 
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caiisht  by  baubles  and  empty  sounds.     They  I  question,  so  fa.r  as  Mississippi  is  concerned.     I 
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knew  and  felt  their  prosperous  condition  but  a 
few  short  months  past,  They-now  see  and  feel 
their  reverse  of  fortune.  They  can  trace  their 
altered  condition  to  no  cause  so  likely  to  have 
produced  the  effect,  as  the  one  to  which  I  have 
referred,  and  which  I  am  appealed  to,  as  one  of 
their  representatives,^  aid  in  removing.  Their 
appeal  will  not  be  in  vain,  so  far  as  my  humble 
efforts  can  respond  to  it. 

Mr.  C.  continued:  My  colleague  has  adverted 
to  the  action  of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  in 
1828,  '29,  and  '30.  He  tells  us,  that  in  1828,  the 
Legislature  of  that  State  passed  joint  resolutions 
remonstrating  against  the  location  of  a  branch 
bank  of  the  United  States  in  that  State;  that  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  that  adopted 
the  resolutions,and  voted  for  them;  that  in  1829- 
'30,  efforts  were  made.whilst  he  was  yet  a  mem- 
ber of  that  body,  to  repeal  the  resolutions  of  '28, 
which  he  successfully  opposed.  He  modestly 
tells  us,  however,  that  as  soon  as  his  back  was 
turned  upon  them,  by  taking  the  station  which 
was  assigned  him  on  this  floor,  these  resolutions 
were,  by  the  succeeding  Legislature,  repealed. 
This,  said  Mr.  C,  I  think  would  go  much  far- 
ther in  proving  the  irresistible  influence  and 
popularity  of  the  gentleman  at  that  time;  and 
which  I  presume  is  the  object  of  the  narrative, 
than  in  proving  that,  in  1834,  there  are  three- 
fourths  of  the  people  of  the  State  who  are  oppos- 
ed to  the  recharter  of  the  bank,  and  consequent- 
ly, as  he  says,  to  the  restoration  of  the  deposites. 
I  do  not  intend  to  say,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the 
course,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  pursue,  in  view  of 
this  much  perplexed  question,  is  based  upon  any 
ascertained  knowledge  I  have,  of  the  wish  of  the 
majority  of  my  constituents.  However  much  I 
should  at  all  times  be  gratified  with  their  smiles 
and  their  approbation,  I  cannot  in  my  place  here 
consent  to  sacrifice  my  own  conscience,  and  my 
self-respect,  in  seeking  alone  to  obtain  them. 
No,  sir,  my  calculations,  in  reference  to  my  duty 
here,  have  never  been  based  upon  an  estimate  of 
what  may  be  the  majority  at  home.  I  have  in  all 
cases,  I  hope,  first  sought  to  satisfy  my  own 
mind,  as  to  what  would  be  the  consequences  of 
any  measure  in  reference  to  their  interest.  I 
have  not  gone  into  figures,  travelling  in  imagina- 
tion Bp  one  stream  and  down  another;  but  have 
endeavored  to  act  on  principle.  If  (hey  approve 
my  course,  I  shall  be  most  gratified;  if  they  do 
not,  however,  ^uch  I  may  regret  it,  I  shall  at 
least  have  the  consolation  to  know,  that  I  have 
done  my  duty.  My  colleague,  said  Mr.  C.  says 
he  is  ready  to  make  an  issue  before  the  people 
of  Mississippi.  Sir,  he  need  give  himself  no 
trouble  in  forming  this  issue;  the  people  will 
form  one  for  themselves;  not,  however,  I  think, 
in  reference  to  that  gentleman  or  myself,  but  I 
hope  »nd  trust  upon  the  true  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion, in  view  alone  of  the  great  interests  involved 
in  it.  I  hope  and  trust  that  the  effect  which 
their  decision  is  to  have  upon  persons,will  not  be 
permitted  to  enter  into  their  consideration. 

Indeed,  sir,  if  the  gentleman  has  not  mistaken 
his  growth  and  strength  in  Mississippi,  his  oppo- 
§iti*»  to,  or  kid  in,  an/  measure,  must  settle  the 


am,  said  Mr.  C.  as  little  disposed  to  give  advice 
to  my  colleague  as  he  is  to  me.  I  will,  however.' 
take  the  liberty  of  saying  to  that  gentleman,  not 
to  lay  the  "  flattering  unction  to  his*soul,"  that, 
because  he  is  strong  in  the  affections  of  these* 
people,  they  will  therefore  permit  him  to  experi 
ment  upon  their  affections,  attack  their  best  in- 
terest, and  sap  the  very  foundation  of  their  pros- 
perity. No,  sir;  and,  though  he  may  be  the 
largest,  strongest,  and  most  beautiful  proportion 
ed  tree  in  all  their  political  forest,  yet,  if  it  be 
found  that  his  beauty  and  ornament  is  to  be  sue 
tained  at  too  greVt  a  sacrifice,  these  people  may 
think  proper  to  relieve  themselves  of  the  dense 
shade,  with  its  chilling  influence,  which  withers 
and  blasts  every  plant  and  flower  within  its 
reach,  extending  itself  even  to  the  destruction  o 
every  cotton  plant,  in  every  field  of  that  fertihl 
region  of  country.  It  may  be  a  doubtful  ques: 
tion,  how  the  people  of  Mississippi,  or  a  majori- 
ty of  them,  stand  affected,  in  view  of  this  ques 
tion.  I  have  said  I  pretend  not  to  know,  and  ] 
have  too  much  self  respect  to  make  round  ano 
unqualified  assertions,  in  relation  to  any  subjee 
where  I  feave  not  the  most  conclusive  facts  to 
support  me.  I  believe,  however,  the  gentleman 
is  mistaken.  If,  said  Mr.  C,  I  were  as  fully  satis 
fied  as  the  gentleman  seems  to  be,  that  mj 
course  upon  this  subject  was  sustained  in  Mis 
sissippi  by  the  small  and  proscribed  minority  onh 
that  the  gentleman  has  spoken  of,  to  wit,  the  fej 
deralists  of  '98,  of  alien  and  sedition  memory 
and  the  anti-war  party  of  the  Hartford  conventioi 
memory  ;  yea,  more,  sir,  if  I  were  satisfied  tha 
a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Missis: 
sippi  were  in  favor  of  the  measures  of  the  Exec 
utive  administration  of  the  Government,  in  rela, 
tion  to  this  question,  I  would  not  wait  to  finis! 
the  remarks  which  I  design  making  whilst  up 
I  would  either  change  my  course,  or  imme 
diately  take  measures  to  surrender  into  thei 
hands  the  station  which  I  now  fill,  more  fron 
their  partiality  than  any  merit  of  my  own.  Fori 
sir,  I  hold  the  principle,  and  ever  intend  to  ac 
upon  it,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  representativ 
to  obey  the  voice  of  his  constituents  ;  and  if  W 
cannot  do  so,  in  justice  to  his  feelings  and  sensi 
of  propriety,  to  surrender  the  station  which  hi 
occupies  by  their  suffrages 

The  gentleman  says  this  question  was  be 
fore  the  people  of  Mississippi  at  the  las. 
election;  and  he  asks,  what  was  the  conduct  o 
the  Representatives  of  Mississippi  during  tha 
canvass? — whether  they  did  not  mount  thi 
stump?  And  whether  they  did  not  then  pledgi 
themselves  to  go  the  whole  animal! — hog,  I  sup 
pose,  he  means.  I  can,  said  Mr.  C,  only  an 
swer  for  myself.  I  did,  on  some  occasions 
mount,  if  not  the  stump}  some  other  as  conve 
nient  place  as  1  could  select,  from  which  to  ad^ 
dress  the  people;  but  I  utterly  deny  that  I  eve 
promised,  in  the  language  of  the  gentleman,  t< 
"go  the  whole  animal,"  or  blindly  to  bind  mysel 
to  the  dictates  of  any  man  or  party.  Sir,  this  ma 
not  be  a  libel  upon  the  gentleman  himself,but  i 
is  a  most  egregious  one  upon  me,  if  he  intends  tr 
convey  that  idea  by  the  interrogatory  propoun 
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ded,  that  such  was  my  course;  and  not  less  so  I 
upon  the  people  of  Mississippi,  who  have  hon- 
ored me  with  their  confidence.  I  cannot  be- 
lieve, sir,  that  the  gentleman  himself  pursued 
that  co'urse,and  I  have  but  one  reason  for  doubt- 
ing1 it;  and  that  is,  that  I  do  not  believe  the  high 
minded,  honorable  freemen  of  Mississippi  could 
be  brought  to  support  any  man  for  a  high  and 
responsible  station,  however  large  and  beautiful 
he  may  have  grown,  or  however  much  he  may 
have  strengthened  with  that  groioth,  either  phy- 
sically or  mentally,  who  would  thus  consent  to 
prostitute  the  noblest  gift  of  God  to  man,  immo- 
late that  divine  faculty  which  raises  him  above 
the  rest  of  the  animal  creation,  and  thus  consent 
to  become  the  willing  instrument  of  party,  re- 
gardless of  consequences  either  to  them  or  their 
common  country. 

The  nruin   question  which  has  occupied  so 
much  of  the  time  and  attention  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress   during  the  present  session,  and 
which,  to  my  mind,  is  a  totally  different  ques- 
tion from  that  of  the  recharter  of  the  bank,  it 
is  well  known  to  all,  was  not  before  the  peo- 
ple during  the   last  canvass,  and  could  not, 
therefore,  have  entered  into  their  imagination 
that  we  should   be  required  to  act  upon  it.     I 
did  not  mount  the  veto  message,  as  is  insinuat- 
ed by  the  gentleman's  interrogatory.     I  met  it. 
It  reached  us  but  a  few  days  previous  to  the 
election,  which  took  place  on  the  first  Mon- 
day and  Tuesday  following,  in  August,  1832. 
To  every  soul   who  inquired  of  me  what  my 
course  would  be,  should  I  be  elected,  in  refer- 
ence to  this  question,  I  answered,  without  he 
sitation,  that  I  was  friendly  to  a  National  Bank; 
that  I  held  some  such  institution  necessary, not, 
indeed,  to  the  existence,  but  to  the  conveni- 
ence and  prosperity  of  the  country,  in  sustain- 
ing a  sound  currency;  that  1  had  no  conscien- 
tious scruples  upon  the  subject,  and  no  fixed 
principles  in  regard  to  it,  that  the  will  of  the 
majority  would  not  influence;  that,  if  the  ques- 
tion of  recharter  came  urj  whilst  I  occupied  a 
seat  in  Congress,  if  left  to  the  exercise  of  my 
own  judgment,  I  would,  with  certain  modifi- 
cations, vote  for  it,  and  that,  without  such  mo- 
difications, an  application  for  a  recharter  would 
not  meet  the  sanction  of  my  vote.     I  held  this 
i  language,  or  language  of  the  same  import,  to 
all,  and,  upon  more  occasions  than  one,  repeat- 
i  ed  it  in  my  public  addresses.     I  never  dealt  in 
I  an  inuendo.     I  never  left,  or  intended  to  leave, 
I  an  impression  that  my  course  should  be  differ- 
I  ent  from  what  I  intend  it  shall  be.     It  has  been 
I  said  that  the  issue  of  bank  or  no  bank  was  tried 
\  at  the  lust  Presidential   election,  and    that  the 
American  people  decided  in  favor  of  the  views 
and  opinions  entertained  by  the  President,  as 
.  set  forth  in  his  veto  message.     I  do  not  pretend 
•  to  speak  in  reference  to   any   portion  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  other  than  those 
;  with  whom  I  acted  upon  that  occasion.  I  think 
)  I  hazard  nothing  when  I  say,  it  was  not  a  test 
)  question  in  Mississippi;  nay,  more,    that  it  did 
l  not  en'er  into  the  contest  at  all;  that  the  Pre- 
I  sident  neither  lost  or  gained  a  vote  in  view  of 
it.     I  can  say,  at  least,  without  the  fear  of 


contradiction,  that  I  know  many,  who  are  in 
favor  of  a  National  Bank,  who  were,  and  who 
are  yet,  so  far  as  I  know,!  is  warm  personal  and 
political  friends,  who  have  upon  all  occasions 
sustained  him,  and  who  are  now  decidedly  op- 
posed to  his  measures  on  this  question. 

The  gentleman  has  told  the  House  that  this- 
question  brought  down  curses,  strong  and  heavy, 
upon  the  head  of  a  gentleman  in  the  other  end 
of  this  building.  Sir,  the  gentleman  is  mistaken; 
the  excitement  to  which  he  alludes,  in  reference 
to  that  gentleman,  was  long  anterior  to  the  veto 
on  the  bank  charter.  It  was  on  a  totally  differ- 
ent subject.  It  wns  in  reference  to  the  course 
that  gentleman  thought  proper  to  pursue,  on 
the  nomination  t©  the  Senate  of  a  gentleman, 
now  also  in  the  other  end  of  this  building,  to  a 
foreign  mission  ;  nor  was  it  merely  his  action  in 
that  matter  that  gave  umbrage  to  any  portion  of 
ihe  people  of  Mississippi ;  but  it  was  his  accom- 
panying his  action  with  language  which  they 
thought  disrespectful  and  personal  to  the  Chief 
Magistrate,  when  they  believe  there  wa3  no  call 
for  it,  and  that  the  occasion  did  not  justify  it. 
Whilst  my  colleague  was  alluding  to  the  course 
of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  in  reference 
to  the  bank  question,  if  it  had  suited  his  pur- 
poses equally  well,  he  might  have  told  the  House 
what  took  place  in  that  body*  in  December  last. 
As  he  has  thought  proper  to  pass  over  that  part 
of  the  history  of  their  actings  and  doings  on  this 
subject,  I  will,  in  support  of  my  own  course,  and 
to  give  to  the  House  some  idea  of  what  is  the 
probable  portion  of  the  people  of  that  State, 
which  the  gentleman  has  sought  to  place  in  so 
odious  a  light  before  them,  inform  them  that, 
during  the  session  referred  to,  a  resolution  was 
introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  in- 
structing their  Senators  and  requesting  their 
Representatives  to  vote  against  a  re-charter  of 
the  United  States  Bank.  It  was  laid  upon  the 
table  in  that  House.  The  Senate  perceiving  that 
the  resolution  was  not  likely  again  to  be  called 
up  in  the  House,  introduced  a  resolution  of  an 
opposite  character,  instructing  their  Senators  and 
requesting  their  Representative  to  vote  for  the 
recharter,  with  such  modifications  as  Congreae 
might  deem  proper.  This  resolution  passed  the 
Senate  by  a  majority  of  nine  to  three,  was  sent 
to  theHouse,and  there  laid  uponthe  table,with  the 
one  which  originated  in  that  body.  My  corres- 
pondent adds,  "  that  upon  a  joint  vote  of  the 
two  Houses,  there  would  have  been  a  majority 
of  two  in  favor  of  the  recharter." 

My  colleague,  notwithstanding  all  these  facts, 
of  which  he  cannot  be  ignorant,  says  there  are 
three-fourths  of  the  people>f  Mississippi  opposed 
to  the  recharter  of  the  bank,  and  consequently 
to  the  restoration  of  the  deposites;  and  would 
seem  to  charge  me,  by  the  course  of  remarks, 
with  a  dereliction  of  duty,  and  an  abandonment 
of  party  and  of  pledges  given .  He  says,  that  in 
the  letter  you  have  heard  read,  he  is  charged 
with  being  under  the  influence  of  party  tram- 
mels. I  appeal  to  the  letter,  and  the  recollection 
of  the  House,  if  there  is  one  word  in  it  of  a  per- 
sonal allusion,  either  towards  that  gentleman  or 
any  member  of  this  Home.    The  remark  in  re* 
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lation  to  party  trammels,  is  a  general  one,  and 
certainly  can  attach  to  none,  who  do  not  feel  the 
force  of  it.  If,  however,  the  cap  fits  the  gentle- 
man, and  he  is  disposed  to  put  it  on ,  then  let 
him  wear  it.  As  the  very  best  evidence ,  how- 
ever, that  I  did  not  intend  to  charge  him  with 
being  in  party  trammels,  in  reference  to  the  sub- 
ject under  discussion,  when  the  letter  referred  to 
was  written  I  did  not  know  on  which  side  of  the 
question,  he  intended  to  lend  the  light  of  his  coun- 
tenance. I  hoped  to  have  had  him  on  our  side; 
I  found  him  there  upon  one  occasion,  on  what 
was  considered,  to  some  extent,  a  test  vote,  and 
this  was  sometime  after  the  letter  was  written. 
I  hoped  to  have  had  him  on  our  side  throughout, 
it  was  qu'te  reasonable  that  it  should  be  so.  I 
conscientiously  believe  that  my  course  is  the 
true  one,  in  view  of  the  question — it  is  one  in 
which,  I  think,  our  constituents  are  deeply  inte- 
rested; it  is  one,  which  has  and  which  I  believe 
will  continue  to  affect,  if  something  is  not  done, 
the  best  interests  of  our  State.  I  did  hope,  and 
strongly  hoped,  that  we  should  act  together  on 
this  question. 

My  colleague,  said  Mr.  C,  has  propounded 
some  joint  interrogatories  to  the  representation 
from  Mississippi.  He  asked  whether,  during 
our  canvass  before  the  people,  we  did  tell  the 
story  of  early  associations?  That  we  were  rais- 
ed in  the  neighborhood  of  General  Jackson? — 
How  he  used  to  dandle  us  on  his  knees — how 
we  followed  him  to  the  wars,  whilst  •  we 
were  yet  children;  and  how  we  fought  by  his 
aide,  &c.  Now  I  do  not  suppose  that  my  col- 
league pretends,  or  wishes  to  be  understood, 
that  he  was  a  participator  in  the  early  scenes  to 
which  he  has  directed  the  attention  of  the  House 
by  his  interrogatories.  I  believe  the  place  of  his 
nativity  is  as  well  known  here,  as  elsewhere.  It 
may  have  occurred  to  him,  however,  that  this 
was  a  fit  occasion,  and  fair,  to  leave  some  im- 
pression at  least  without  stating  the  fact,thathe 
had  seen  some  service,  and  that  he  was  not  a- 
fraid  of  fighting.  If  he  has  succeeded  in  mak- 
ing this  impression,  I,  at  least,  shall  not  disturb 
bis  repose  under  it,  by  attempting  to  add  to,  or 
take  from,  his  brow,  the  laurels,  which  in  his 
imagination  he  may  have  won ,  by  saying  what 
he  has  or  has  not  done  in  the  field  of  Maps.  I 
shall  take  the  liberty  of  asking,  if  not  a  division 
of  the  questions,  a  division  of  th*  persons;  and, 
so  far  as  I  shall  respond,  speak  alone  for  my- 
self. 

It  is  true,  said  Mr.  C,  I  was  born  and  raised 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Gen.  Jackson  ;  I  have 
known  him  since  my  eurliest  recollections.  It 
is  also  true,  that,  when  quite  a  youth,  I  entered 
the  service  with  many  other  youths  of  Ten- 
nessee, (my  native  State,)  under  the  command 
of  Gen.  Jackson.  I  have  no  recollection  that 
I  did  not  faithfully  discharge  my  duty  in  that 
situation — but  as  I  have  no  military  pride  to 
gratify,  I  will  say  nothing  in  relation  to  this  ser- 
vice, in  a  military  point  of  view.  In  answer  to 
the  interrogotary  I  We  only  to  say,  that  Ijhave 
frequently  spoken  of  this  service,  and,  I  think 


of  it  on  the  present  occasion,  will  be  in  refer- 
ence to  it  as  a  school,  and  not  as  the  theatre  of 
a  soldier.  It  was  in  this  situation,  said  Mr.  C., 
where  my  mind  was  fired  with,  and  received  its 
strongest  impress  for,  the  love  of  liberty.  It 
was  there,  where  I  was  taught  that  we  were  en- 
gaged in  a  conflict  in  defence  of  our  rights  as 
freemen.  It  was  there,  when  the  tocsin  of  war 
should  cease  to  sound,  and  peace  be  restored 
to  our  land  and  country,  that  we  should  be  per* 
mitted  to  return  to  the  walks  and  duties  of  civic 
life,  where  we  might  enjoy  freedom  of  thought, 
of  opinion,  and  of  action,  uncontrolled  by  any 
other  influences,  than  those  of  moral  rectitude, 
amenable  at  all  times,  for  any  abuse  of  our  li- 
berty, to  have  the  laws  of  the  best  Government 
if  wisely  administered,  that  has  existed  since 
the  creation  of  man.  To  this  happy  and  peace- 
ful state,  I  have  long  since  been  restored,  and 
am  now,  thank  God  !  enjoying  the  liberty,  and 
exercising  the  freedom  of  opinion  and  of  action 
the  birthright  of  every  American  citizen,  "and 
there  is  none  to  make  me  afraid."  It  was  there, 
too,  I  was  taught,  by  the  force  of  illustrious 
examples,  never  to  shun  responsibility,  when 
the  good  of  the  service  in  which  we  were  en- 
gaged requires  that  we  should  meet  it.  How 
we  shall  meet  the  responsibility  forced  upon  us  i 
all,  by  the  question  now  under  cansidereration,  , 
is  a  matter  about  which  gentlemen  may,  and  ; 
do  differ.  I  hope  we  shall  all  meet  it,  in  a 
spirit  of  frankness  and  candor,  and  with  an  eye 
single  to  its  merits,  and  the  great  interest  invol- 
ved in  it. 

I  act,  said  Mr.  C.,  upon  the  principle,  that,  , 
if  an  en'or  has   been  committed,  it  is  right  to 
correct  it.      If  I    understand  the   opinions  of  i 
many  gentlemen  in  this   House,  they  are,  that  i 
they  would   not  have  advised  the  measure  of  I 
the  Executive,  in  reference  to  this  subject,  but  i 
as  it  has  been  done,  they  feel  themselves  called 
upon  to  sustain  the  act.    Upon  what  principle, 
may  I  be  permitted  to   ask?     Party,  I  should 
say,  in  the  absence  of  any  other  that  occurs  to 
my    mind  ;  certainly  not  in  reference  to  the 
merits  of  the  question.   Many  of  the  gentlemen 
with  whom  I  differ  upon  this  question,  as  well 
as  myselF,  vere  elected,  doubtless,  as  adminis- 
tration men;  they  may  consider  it  their  duty, 
in  view  of  the  understanding  between  them- 
selves and  their  constituents,  to  support  all  the 
measures  of  the  administration.      I  intend   to 
question  no  gentleman's  motives.    This  is  all  I 
ever  intend  to  be  understood  as  saying  in  refer- 
ence to  party  trammels,     It  is  due,  as  well  to 
those  gentlemen,  as  to  myself,  that  I  should  be 
so  understood.     1  only  mean  to  say,  in  regard 
to  myself,  that  I  do  not  so  understand  the  mat- 
ter between  my  constituents  and  myself.     If  I 
have  misunderstood  them,  tne*ir  verdict  will  but 
place  me  in  that  situation,  where  alone  we  can 
hope,  on  this  side  the  grave,  to  find  peace  and  I 
tranquillity  of  mind  unalloyed.     It  will  but  re- 
store me  to  the  society  of  my  friends,  and  to 
the  bosom  of  those  who  are  most  affectionately 
cherished  by  me.     I  have  no  desire,  sir,  to  re> 


it  more  than  probable,  in  the  canvass  to  which    present  the  people,  unconnected  with  the  de- 
the  gentleman  has  alluded ;  and  what  I  ahall  say  sire  to  be  serviceable  to  them.   I  have  no  vanity 
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to  gratify.  I  anticipate  no  civic  laurels  which 
are  to  live  after  me.  I  feel  and  know  my  own 
inability  to  win  them.  It  is,  however,  my  most 
anxious  desire  to  have  deeply  impressed  on  the 
hearts  of  my  countrymen ,  the  evidence  that 
my  course  has  been,  at  all  times,  that  of  a  frank, 
honorable,  and  independent  man.  There  are 
those  who  are  to  live  after,  and  who  are  most 
dear  to  me;  to  them  I  wish  to  leave  a  reputa- 
tion, as  far  as  it  may  g\  worthy  their  imitation. 
I  feel,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I  have  too  long  tres- 
passed upon  ihe  patience  of  the  House,  and 
that  the  best  return  I  can  make  for  its  indul- 
gence is  to  resume  my  stat.  Mr.  C.  concluded 
by  moving  that  the  memorial  and  resolutions 
be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  printed;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

SENATE. 
Tuesday,  April  1st,  1834. 

The  CHAIll  announced  the  reception  of  a 
communication  from  the  Governor  of  Michigan, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr.  TIPTON  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Arkansas;  referred  to  the  Select 
Committee  on  the  admission  of  Arkansas  into  the 
Union. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  reported  a  bill  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SILLSBEE  presented  the  memorial  of 
Benjamin  Adams  &  Co.  and  others,  praying  a 
remission  of  the  excess  on  certain  duties;  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial from  South  Carolina,  relative  to  the  erection 
of  a  Marine  Hospital,  asked  to  be  dischared  from 
the  consideration  of  that  subject,  and  that  it  be 
referred  to  Committee  on  Commerce — so  refer- 
red. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  Secreta- 
ry, concerning  a  communication  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  relation  to  counterfeiting  foreign 
coin. 

RHODE  ISLAND  SENATOR. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said,  as  the  minority  of  the 
Select  Committee  of  the  Senate,to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  subject  of  the  contest  for  a  seat  in  the 
Senate,  he  begged  leave  to  present  a  protest  to  the 
majority  report.  If  there  were  a  call  for  its  read- 
ing, he  had  no  objections,  but  otherwise  he  moved 
that  it  should  be  printed. 

Mr.  POINDEXTRR  said,  it  was  not  his  un- 
derstanding that  a  minority  might  make  a  report. 
When  the  committee  considered  the  propriety 
of  the  minority  making  such  a  report,  it  seemed 
to  be  th^ir  understanding  that  something  of  the 
nature  of  a  paper  containing  the  view  of  the 
minority  might  be  presented  and  read;  and  to 
such  a  paper  Mr.  P.  had  n©  objection;  but  he 
could  not  understand  from  the  rule,  that  an  in- 
dividual of  the  committee  might  make  a  report. 
A  report  of  what?  Why,  of  his  own  opinion; 
and  it  had  been  questioned  whether  it  was  pro- 
per to  read  it  at  all.  The  subject  was  an  unfortu- 
nate one,  and  many  gentlemen  were  unwilling 


to  receive  the  paper.  Nothing  had  been  done 
in  the  form  of  a  vote,  because  it  was  a  solecism 
in  parliamentary  principles  that  a  minority  should 
m*ke  a  report.  If  it  is  proper  to  disclose  the 
views  of  the  hon.  Senator,  and  if  his  paper  was 
a  response  to  the  report  already  made,  Mr.  P. 
would  object  to  any  thing  responsive,  to  any 
thing  but  a  substantive  and  original  view  of  the 
question,  drawn  from  the  documents.  He  did 
not  know  whether  he  had  been  rightly  in- 
formed, but  he  had  been  told  that  the  paper 
was  responsive,  and  if  it  were  so,  he  for  one 
v^nild  protest  against  it.  )f  the  hon.  Senator 
had  such  apaper,he  might  use  it  in  debate;  but 
he  would  object  in  toto  to  reading  any  thing  like 
a  report.  In  the  case  of  the  petition  of  the  iron 
manufacturers  in  Philadelphia,  a  Senator  from 
New  Jersey  made  a  counter  report,  and  after 
consideration  the  Senate  agreed  to  receive  it 
merely  as  a  paper,  but  as  a  report  they  refused 
to  receive  it,  and  they  received  it  as  a  paper 
containing  the  views  of  two  of  the  committee 
against  three.  Unless  this  paper  (by  Mr. 
Wright)  was  a  substantive  view  of  the  ques- 
tion, with  no  reference  to  the  report  of  the  ma- 
jority, he  would  call  for  the  reading  of  the  pa- 
per, before  he  passed  his  judgment  upon  it. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said,  the  paper  was  a  substan- 
tive view  of  the  question,  and  it  was  also  respon- 
sive to  such  positions  as  were  assumed  by  the 
majority  of  the  committee  in  their  report;  and 
without  any  feeling  (as  to  the  action  of  the  Sen- 
ate, he  would  say  he  was  unaccustomed  to  the 
practice  of  the  Senate;  but  it  being  the  practice 
of  the  other  House  to  receive  minority  reports, 
he  had  stated  fairly  and  candidly  that  he  desir- 
ed to  avoid  the  labor  of  drawing  up  a  counter 
report,  unless  it  should  be  considered  accepta- 
ble to  the  Senate.  The  Senator  from  Alabama, 
not  now  in  his  seat,  made  an  appeal,  that  if  Mr. 
W.  would  consider  himself  bound  to  perform 
this  duty,  he  would  withdraw  his  motion  to  lay 
the  report  on  the  table.  Mr.  W.  therefore  felt 
bound  to  make  a  report  containing  hi»  own 
views  and  those  of  Mr.  Rives.  That  duty  he 
had  performed,  and  now  submitted  the  result 
to  the  Senate,  without  ever  feeling  that  he 
might  have  interfered  with  the  practice  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  said,  if  the  paper 
was  a  response  to  the  report  of  the  Committee, 
he  would  object  to  it,  although  he  would  have 
been  happy  to  receive  a  substantive  view  of  the 
question  as  far  as  the  Senator  ought  to  go.  It 
was  quite  unusual  for  a  minority  to  take  up  the 
report  of  a  majority,  and  show  their  skill  in  tear- 
ing it  to  pieces;  in  such  a  case  it  would  be  pro- 
per for  the  majority  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
rejoining.  He  had  no  idea  that  a  minority  might 
take  up  an  independent  report,  made  out  on 
great  principles,  and  present  with  it  an  ingeni- 
ous response  before  the  public.  He  would  give 
him  an  opportunity  to  present  his  views  on  great 
principles,  so  far  was  consistent  with  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Senate  or  House;  though  there  was 
no  rule  of  the  Senate  in  favor  of  it,  and  on  eve- 
ry sound  principle  it  ought  to  be  opposed. 

It  was  correct  that  he  had  expressed  the  wish 
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that  the  Senator  might  have  an  opportunity  to 
present  his  views  ;  but  it  was  on  the  ground  that 
the  paper  had  been  in  possession  of  the  Chair, 
so  that  Mr.  W.  had  not  had  a  proper  opportu- 
nity to  prepare  his  paper,  and  on  the  ground 
that  he  would  present  a  substantive  view  of  his 
opinions.  But  it  would  be  going  very  far,  after 
a  committee  had  made  a  report,  and  especially 
a  select  committee,  that  an  individual  member 
should  have  an  opportunity  to  present  a  coun- 
ter report,  in  answer  to  the  report  already  pre 
sented.  The  general  opinion  as  understood 
by  the  Senate,  had  been,  that  the  gentleman  d"f 
the  minority  was  permitted  to  hand  in  a  paper, 
on  the  ground  of  the  precedent  mentioned  by 
the  Senator  from  Alabama,  when  ihe  view  of 
the  minority  was  read  as  a  paper,  and  not  as  a 
report.  This  having  been  done,  he  would  not 
now  refuse  a  similar  indulgence. 

Mr.  E  WING  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the 
table. 

The  CHAIR  said,  no  motion  had  been  made. 

Mr.  EWING  then  moved  that  the  Cumber- 
land Road  Bill  betaken  up. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  thought  that  the  paper 
was  neither  a  memorial,  petition,  report,  or 
any  other  paper,  which  could  be  properly 
before  the  Senate  ;  and  unless  there  was  a  mo- 
tion made  to  receive  it,  no  individual  had 
a  right'  to  throw  a  paper  on  the  table,  and 
ask  the  Senate  to  act  upon  it.  This  paper 
must  be  attended  by  a  motion  to  be  acted  on 
by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said,  the  paper  must  be 
acompanied  by  some  motion,or  nothing  was  be- 
fore the  Senate. 

Mr.  EWING  said,  if  there  were  any  motion 
before  the  Senate,  he  asked  that  it  might  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  thought  he  had  spoken  clearly 
upon  this  subject,  which  he  well  understood; 
he  had  asked  leave  to  make  a  report. 

Mr.  EWING  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  the 
subject  on  the  table,  which  was  agreed  to;  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN,  the 
Cumberland  road  bill  was  taken  up  for  conside- 
ration. 

Mr.  HENDRIC  KS  made  the  followingamend- 
ment : — 

To  insert  after  the  words.and  roads.in  the  10th 
line,  the  words— "and  directing  the  necessary 
toll-houses  and  toll-gates." 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  objected  to  the  amend- 
ment as  unnecessary.  He  was  of  opinion  that, 
agreeably  to  former  policy,small  appropriations 
for  the  erection  of  toll-houses  should  be  made 
when  the  road  should  be  transferred  to  the 
States. 

Mr.  HENDKICKS  had  no  desire  to  raise  dif- 
ficulties, and  would  assent  to  the  suggestion  of 
the  Senator  from  Mississippi  if  necessary. 
^  Mr.  WILKINS  said  the  two  great  objects  of 
Congress  were  to  repair  the  road,  and  to  get  it 
off  the  hands  of  the  General  Government.  The 
States  nad  said  they  would  take  the  road  after 
it  was  repaired,  and  toll-houses  had  been  erec- 
ted; and  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  had 
gone  so  far  as  to  appoint  commissioners  to  re- 


ceive  it.  The  object  of  the  amendment  was  to 
enable  the  States  to  take  off  parts  of  the  road  as 
it  was  finished.  If  toll  gates  were  not  now  e- 
rected  this  could  not  be  done.  He  hoped  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi  would  withdraw  his 
motion. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  objected  to  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  and  should  vote  against  it.  He  had 
always  been  a  warm  friend  to  the  system  of 
internal  improvements,  and  he  had  consequent- 
ly hitherto  voted  for  the  formation  of  this  road. 
It  was  now  time,  however,  that  the  Senate 
should  pause.  The  principle  upon  which  this 
road  had  been  established,  was  that  of  carrying 
out  the  contract  of  the  Government  with  the 
States  west  of  the  Ohio  river.  They  had  gone 
on  for  many  years  in  this  path,  and  what  were 
now  the  doctrines  which  they  heard  from  the 
west  ?  Why  the  State  of  Ohio  by  its  Legisla- 
ture approved  of  that  part  of  the  President' 
message  which  would  deprive  his  (Mr.  C's.) 
and  other  States  of  the  benefit  of  the  sale  of 
the  public  lands.  They  were  to  receive  no  aid 
in  return  for  what  they  were  doing  in  favor  of 
internal  improvements.  He  disapproved  of 
throwing  the  road  into  the  hands  of  the  States. 
They  might  make  what  charge  they  pleased  at 
the  toll  houses,  and  Congress  would  have  no 
power  to  control  them. 

Mr.  EWING  said,  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Delaware  could  not  have  read  the  provisions  of 
law  relative  to,  this  matter.  It  was  not  intended 
to  give  the  States  exclusive  power  over  the 
road  ;  they  were  only  to  be  permitted  to  collect 
toll  sufficient  to  keep  the  road  in  repair.  He , 
(Mr.  E.)  did  not  like  the  allusions  which  had 
been  made  to  the  conduct  of  the  people  of  the 
west.  He  asked  the  Senator  from  Delaware  to 
examine  the  votes  of  the  western  members  re- 
lative to  improvements  in  the  hon.  Senators 
own  States — to  look  to  the  hundreds  and  thou- 
sands of  dollars  which  had  oeen  there  expend- 
ed. 

He  trusted  that  the  Senator,  when  he  reflect- 
ed what  was  due  to  the  east  and  to  the  west, 
would  change  his  opinion.  There  had  not  been 
large  sums  appropriated  by  Government  for  the 
exclusive  benefit  of  the  west,  nor  would  there 
be  in  this  ease.  The  road  would  be  equally 
useful  to  the  people  of  the  east  and  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  west,  it  was  a  medium  of  communi- 
cation which  would  be  equally  for  the  interest 
of  all;  and,  for  the  common  interest  all  ought 
to  subscribe.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  did  not 
imagine  that  the  west  intended  to  withdraw  its 
contribution  from  the  appropriation  of  the  Ge- 
neral Government  for  purposes  of  similar  im- 
provement. He  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
withdraw  his  opposition. 

Mr.  ^FRELINGHUYSEN  said,  his  principle 
inducement  to  vote  for  the  measure  was,  that  it 
was  one  of  the  substantial  improvements  made 
by  the  General  Government.  The  country  had 
now  reached  that  stage  in  its  history  when  the 
States  were  able  to  take  the  management  of 
such  improvements  into  their  own  hands.  He 
regarded  it  as  a  national  object,  and  whatever 
brought  distant  parts  nearer  together,  facilitat- 
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ed  the  national  interest,  and  ought  to  be  perse- 
vered in.  He  hoped  the  bill  would  not  be  de- 
feated. All  ought  to  desire,  wherever  a  work 
of  the  kind  was  commenced,  that  it  should  be 
done.  The  whole  Union  ought  to  join  in  for- 
warding the  beneficial  energies  af  tne  General 
Government.  It  was  the  part  of  Government 
to  seek  the  affections  of  the  people,  and  the 
best  way  of  receiving  the  people's  affections 
was,  by  shewing  them  that  they  wished  to  do 
them  good. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  observed  that  the  Senate  was 
now  considering  a  subject  over  which  neither 
he  nor  the  Senate  had  any  control.  The  great 
principle  was  struck  dead  by  the  President 
He  (the  President)  was  resolved  that  no  im- 
provement should  be  made  bevond  tide  water. 
IF  the  Delaware  break-water  were  to  be  com- 
pleted ,  and  it  was  to  be  proposed  to  give  it  up 
to  the  State  of  Delaware,  he  would  act  upon 
that  question  as  upon  this— he  would  oppose  it. 
The  bill  to  throw  the  road  into  the  hands  of  the 
State,  was  a  bill  to  tax  it  to  the  full  amount  of 
the  repairs.  And  how  much  was  that'  It  threw 
the  road,  in  his  opinion,  into  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  States  through  which  it  passed.  He  was 
no  enemy  to  public  improvement — he  had  voted 
for  several  appropriations  for  that  purpose.  But 
he  was  called  upon  now  to  vote  on  a  different 
subject — to  throw  the  roads  into  the  hands  of 
the  States. 

Mr.  E WING  was  of  opinion  that  so  long  as 
the  road  remained  the  property  of  the  General 
Government,  appropriations  must  continually 
be  made  to  keep  it  in  repair,  and  to  have  offi- 
cers appointed  to  carry  on  the  work.  The 
Senate  must  be  aware  that  a  public  road  could 
never  remain  in  repair  for  six  months,  particu- 
larly in  a  mountainous  country.  The  road  must 
go  out  of  use  altogether  or  an  appropriation  must 
be  made  to  put  it  in  repair,  and  then  the  States 
would  keep  it  in  repair;or  it  might  be  delivered 
to  the  States  under  a  compact  that  tbey  repair 
it.  Two  years  ago  eighty  miles  of  the  road 
were  put  into  repair  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  It 
was  vaken  by  the  State,  and,  by  the  State  kept 
in  excellent  repair,  and  was  now  the  best  road 
in  the  United  States.  The  road  on  this  side  of 
the  river  had  been  suffered  to  go  out  of  repair; 
application  had  been  made,  and  money  was  vo- 
ted, but  no  care  had  since  been  taken  of  it. 
But  since  it  was  placed  under  the  care  of  the 
Engineer  Department,  the  work  was  as  well 
done,  and  the  money  as  well  applied,  as  in  the 
state  of  things  it  could  be.  It  was  not  the  fault 
of  the  people  of  the  west  that  the  money  was 
so  applied.  There  was  no  danger  of  the  road 
being  taxed  by  the  States  beyond  what  was 
necessary.  They  could  apply  the  money  for  no 
other  purpose  than  for  the  necessary  repairs. 

We  ought  to  carry  into  execution  the  com- 
pact made  with  the  States.  The  road  was  to 
be  given  up  to  the  three  States,  to  keep  it  in 
repair;  but  Congress  might  assume  at  any  time 
its  jurisdiction  over  it. 

The  Cumberland  Road  was  never  a  favorite 
object  with  Pennsylvania;  but  the  universal 
sentiment  on  the  original  question  as  to  the 


policy  of  making  the  road,  have  been  lost  sight 
of,  and  we  must  now  keep  it  in  repair.  The 
reluctance  on  the  part  of  Congress,  to  keep  the 
road  in  repair,  was  discovered,  and  Pennsylva- 
nia made  a  proposition  to  Congress,  to  put  the 
road  in  repair,  and  the  State  would  then  take  it 
off' our  hands,  and  continue  it  in  repair  by  means 
of  tolls.  Congress  acceded  to  the  proposition, 
with  the  resolution,  that  Congress  might  at  any 
time  reassume  its  jurisdiction  over  the  road. 
This  amounted  to  a  compact  with  these  three 
States,  as  Congress  had  acceded  to  the  propo- 
sitions made  by  these  States,  to  repair  the  road, 
and  it  was  now  too  la'e  to  look  back;  if  it  was 
necessary  to  make  the  road,  it  was  equally 
necessary  to  keep  it  in  repair.  One  portion  of 
the  road,  between  Washington  and  Wheeling, 
was  so  much  out  of  repair  as  to  be  entirely 
abandoned.  The  honorable  Senator  went  into 
further  particulars  respecting  the  condition  of 
the  road,  showing  that  it  was  good  in  some  por- 
tions, and  in  others  almost  or  quite  impassible, 
so  that  without  repair,  past  appropriations 
would  to  a  great  extent  be  lost . 

Mr.  KANE  said  the  amendment  proposed  to 
give  $300,000  for  repairing  the  Cumberland 
road,  and  the  question  now  was  whether  the 
amendment  altered  the  character  or  principle 
of  what  the  Senate  had  already  adopted. 
When  he  heard  the  amount  read,  he  was  start- 
led, and  feared  for  the  bill,  when  he  recollected 
the  view  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  erect- 
ing toll  gates;  but  it  now  appeared  to  him,  that 
the  amendment  did  not  alter  the  principle  of 
the  bill.  The  objection  to  the  amendment  was, 
that  it  amounted  to  the  idea  that  Congress  were 
to  erect  toll  gates  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
tolls  by  their  authority. 

[Mr.  POINDEXTER  said,  that  was  not  the 
idea;  it  was  that  of  Congress  authorizing  the 
States  to  erect  gates  and  collect  tolls.]  Mr.  K. 
said,  in  Pennsylvania,  Congress  were  required 
to  repair  the  road,  and  to  erect  toll  gates;  but 
in  Virginia,  when  the  road  had  been  received, 
commissioners  were  to  be  appointed,  and  toll 
gates  erected,  under  the  authority  of  the  State; 
to  this  there  was  no  objection,  in  Virginia,  and 
in  Pennsylvania  the  proposition  was  that  Con- 
gress should  only  erect  the  gates,  and  then 
give  up  the  road  to  the  State.  Mr.  K.  could  sec 
no  difference  in  the  principles  of  the  two  cases; 
but  if  gentlemen  would  not  vote  to  erect  toll 
gates,  he  was  willing  that  partshould  be  stricken 
out;  but  he  thought  it  sufficient,  that  when  the 
gates  were  erected,  toll  should  be  taken  under 
the  authority  of  the  State. 

The  obligation  of  Congress  to  repair,  stood 
on  a  contract  to  which  every  President  had 
agreed,  and  to  which  there  was  no  Constitution- 
al objection,  though  the  acting  President  ob- 
jected to  the  internal  improvement  system  as  a 
system;  did  this  furnish  a  reason  why  they 
should  not  vote  for  that  bill  >  or  in  other  words, 
should  they  coerce  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the 
Government  to  adopt  a  general  system,  by  op- 
position to  this  particular  measure? 

The  Senator  from  Delawaro  had  objected  to 
th«  bill,  because  he  went  for  internal  improve- 
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ment  as  a  system,  and  because  this  bill  placed 
the  subject  under  the  control  of  the  States.  It 
was  not  so;  but,  suppose  it  was,  Congress  chose 
their  own  terms  on  which  they  would  give  up  the 
road,  and  the  States  were  to  keep  it  in  repair, 
so  that  it  would  be  still  held  by  the  States  under 
the  Government.  It  was  a  mere  question  of  po 
licy,  whether  they  should  repair  the  road  by  the 
Government  or  the  States.  The  temporary  ju- 
risdiction  of  the  States  over  the  road  was  one 
winch  they  had  not  sought,  but  it  had  been  forc- 
ed upon  them.  According  to  the  principle  of  the 
Senator,  the  Government  must  repair;  and  even 
if  his  objection  was  good,  it  had  come  too  late, 
because  Congress  had  established  the  principle; 
they  had  made  the  contract,  and  for  their  own  in- 
terest, to  get  rid  of  expense;  and,  after  this  had 
been  done,  he  would  ask  if  they  should  object  to 
the  measure  because  the  States  would  have  the 
control? 

Mr.  TYLER  stated  the  attitude  of  Virginia 
upon  this  question.  She  made  no  surrender  of 
her  ancient  principles  upon  this  occasion,  but 
was  as  well  prepared  to  battle  against  the  sys- 
tem of  interna)  improvement  as  she  had  ever 
been.  She  would  never  accept  this  road  with 
toll  gates;  were  she  to  do  so,  she  would  be  recog- 
nizing a  jurisdiction  which  had  no  right  to  be  ex- 
ercised. A  proposition  had  formerly  been  made 
to  erect  toll  gates,  had  received  the  sanction  of 
both  Houses,  but  had  been  vetoed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, (Mr.  Munuoe)  on  the  ground  that  the  Ge- 
neral Government  had  no  authority  over  the  soil 
of  the  States.  The  present  case,  Mr.  T.  said, 
came  up  in  the  same  form  as  that  to  which  he 
had  alluded,  and  he  should  oppose  it. 

_  Mr.  HENDRICKS  said,  in  the  hope  that  this 
difficulty  would  be  obviated  by  some  other  con- 
struction of  the  law,  he  would  withdraw  the 
amendment  which  he  had  offered. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said,  this  road  was  com- 
menced under  the  administration  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, than  whom  no  man  could  be  more  opposed 
to  the  internal  improvement  system  of  the  Fader 
ral  Government.  The  road  was  begun  under 
the  contract  of  the  two  per  cents,  but  it  was  very 
soon  found  that  the  supply  from  this  source  was 
not  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenditure.  Con- 
gress, therefore,  upon  the  faith  of  these  two  per 
cents,  made  larger  appropriations  than  the  sums 
which  accrued  yearly  from  the  public  lands,  re- 
serving, however,  the  two  per  cents  as  a  fund  for 
the  eventual  reimbursement  of  the  increased  out- 
lay. This  fund  would  continue  to  be  available 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  road  as  long  as  the 
public  lands  should  remain  in  the  market.  The 
road  was  opened  with  the  consent  of  all  the  States; 
Virginia,  he  believed,  gavedier  positive  consent 
to  the  measure.  Congress  afterwards  determin- 
ed upon  surrendering  it  to  Maryland,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Virginia,  for  certain  specific  purposes. 
These  States  took  up  the  matter,  deliberated 
upon  it,  and  consented  to  receive  the  road  for 
these  specific  purposes,  with  the  proviso,  how- 
ever, that  it  should  be  put  in  repair  before  it  came 
into  their  hands.  For  this  purpose  (the  putting 
it  in  repair)  appropriations  had  been  granted  du- 
ing  the  last  few  years,   with  the  perfect  under- 


standing that  it  was  eventually  to  be  received  by 
the  States.  A  great  part  of  the  road  had  been 
already  repaired,  and  the  large  stones  on  the 
remainder  had  been  taken  up.  The  question 
now  was,  not  as  to  the  power  of  making  internal 
improvements,  but  as  to  the  whether  or  not  Con- 
gress should  continue  its;  exertions  in  repairing 
the  road.  They  were  bound  to  continue  the  re- 
pairs. They  had  offered  the  road  to  the  States, 
and  the  States  had  agreed  to  receive  it,  and 
could  Congress  now  go  back  from  its  engage- 
ment? The  road  was  the  great  line  of  connex- 
ion between  the  western  country  and  this  placej;  ■ 
almost  every  member  from  New  Orleans  and  the 
south-western  States  came  up  the  Ohio,  and  stop- 
ped at  Wheeling  on  his  route  to  the  seat  of  Go- 
vernment. Refuse  to  put  the  road  in  repair,  and 
this  line  of  communication  would  be  broken  up. 
With  regard  to  the  observation  of  the  Senator 
from  Maryland,  "that  the  States  ought  not  to 
pessess  the  power  of  raising  taxes,"  he  (Mr.  P.) 
begged  to  say  that  there  was  no  possibility  of 
that  being  done  in  the  present  case.  The  tolls 
were  very  moderate,  and  were  to  be  devoted  en- 
tirely to  the  repair  of  the  road.  They  were  to 
constitute  a  road  fund.  If  any  surplus  arose,  it 
was  to  be  placed  in  the  Treasury,  and  kept  there, 
till  required  for  repairs.  [Mr.  P.  here  read  a 
•>tatement  ef  the  tolls  to  be  taken,  showing  the 
charges  for  the  various  vehicles  and  animals  pass- 
ing along  the  road  to  be  very  moderate.] 

Now,  after  having  spent  upwards  of  two  mil- 
iums of  dollars  upon  the  road,  it  bad  become 
useless  for  the  transportation  of  thp  mail,  or 
for  any  other  purpose.  He  considered  the 
question  as  judicial,  whether  there  would  be 
funds  or  not  in  the  end,  to  reimburse  Govern- 
ment. He  would  give  his  support  to  the  bill.  ■ 
Mr.  PRESTON  said,  that  up  to  the  year 
1826,  the  appropriations  to  the  Cumberland 
Road  amounted  to  one  million  s°ven  hundred 
and  twenty-six  thousand  dollars.  Thus  far,  the 
experiment  was  paid  for  by  the  Government; 
and  in  two  years  afterwards,  the  road  had  cost 
two  million  four  hundred  and  forty  three  thou- 
sand dollars,  at  the  rate  of  about  seventeen 
thousand  dollars  a  mile.  Experience  showed  at 
that  time,  that  the  road  would  be  a  very  expen- 
sive undertaking.  Another  appropriation  was 
made;  and  after  its  expenditure,  the  road  was 
found  to  be  in  a  worse  state  than  it  was  before. 
Congress  then  made  an  additional  appropriation 
of  a  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars,  for 
that  part  of  the  road  which  passed  through 
Pennsylvania;  and  thirty-four  thousand  dollars 
for  that  part  which  ran  through  Virginia, — to 
induce  those  States  to  take  it.  After  the  ex- 
penditure of  these  sums,  the  road  w>s  still 
worse,  so  as  to  require  double  the  appropria- 
tion. The  undertaking  had  been  retrograding. 
It  was  like  the  school  boy,  who,  when  coming 
lute  to  school ,  the  master  demanding  of  him  the 
reason,  declared  that  the  roads  were  so  slippery, 
that  for  every  step  he  attempted  to  take  for- 
ward, he  slid  two  back.  And  how,  said  the 
master,  did  you  arrive  at  all,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances ?  Why,  said  the  boy,  I  turned 
round  to  face  the  other  way,  and  by  striving  to 
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get  home  again,  arrived  at  school.  What  gua- 
rantee was  there,  that  next  year  Congress 
would  not  be  called  upon  for  another  appropria- 
tion of  double  the  amount*  The  road  had  been 
surveyed,  the  bridges  built,  the  excavations 
made,  the  graduations  effected,  and  yet  two 
thousand  dollars  per  mile  was  wanted,  to  put  it 
into  a  state  of  repair.  That  the  public  money 
should  be  thus  expended,  was  no  doubt  a  desi- 
rable thing.  It  was,  no  doubt,  advantageous  to 
Pennsylvania,  to  have  so  much  of  the  public 
money  thu3  expended  within  the  limits  of  the 
State.  He  did  not  accuse  Pennsylvania  of  any 
attempt  to  procure  it;  but  the  expenditure  of 
the  money  there  was  nevertheless  advantageous. 

Gentlemen  now  wished  to  appropriate  two 
hundred  dollarsamile,  after  seventeen  hundred 
had  been  already  expended.  Far  what  pur- 
pose ?  Not  to  make  a  road  for  free  passage,  bu* 
to  make  a  present  of.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
Government  had  made  a  bargain  which  it  had 
better  get  clear  of  at  once.  Pennsylvania  now 
stipulated  for  the  ereottou  of  tol/ gates,  or  she 
would  not  accept  of  it.  There  had  been  money 
enough  kid  out  upon  the  road  to  justify  the 
saying  of  a  gentleman,  who  averred  that  the 
cost  of  the  road  would  be  found  to  be  sufficient 
to  pave  it  with  metal:  and  it  seemed  to  him  as 
if  there  had  been  actuallv  as  much  expended 
as  would  pave  the  road  with  iron,  as  some  of 
the  streets  of  London  were  paved. 

But  what  guarantee  was  there  that,  after  all 
the  expenditure  upon  it,  the  road  would  be 
kept  up?  No  doubt  Pennsylvania  would  fulfil 
her  engagement ;  but  she  had  a  contrary  inter- 
est, and  would  you  give  her  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars  to  sustain  a  road  against  her 
own  interest?  If  the  interests  of  that  great 
State  were  connected  with  any  other  line,  no 
doubt  that  other  line  would  be  established. 

Who  was  to  decide  as  to  the  state  of  the 
road?  The  officers  of  the  government ;  and  it 
would  be  their  interest  not  to  decide  until  the 
road  was  in  perfect  order  ;  so  that  if  a  single 
toll-gate  wanted  as  much  repair  as  would  cost 
twenty-five  cents,  the  road  would  be  reported 
to  be  not  in  order.  If  Pennsylvania  would  sti- 
pulate for  as  much  money  as  was  necessary  by 
estimation  to  complete  the  road,  through  her 
territory,  it  would  be  the  most  advisable  course. 
But  she  would  make  no  such  stipulation.  There 
was  now  a  large  appropriation  every  year — a 
constant  call  upon  the  Treasury.  Having  given 
so  much  money,  gentlemen  argued  that  it  ought 
not  to  be  lost,  and  gave  another  appropriation 
and  yet  the  road  was  no  better.  It  originally 
cost  two  millions  of  dollars,  and,  according  to 
the  engineer's  report,  it  would  now  cost  little 
less  to  repair  it.  It  was  perfectly  clear  that  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient; and  if  that  was  appropriated  now,  Con- 
gress would  have  to  keep  appropriating  year 
after  year.  If  the  road  was  not  worth  support- 
ing on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania,  it  was  not 
worth  supporting  on  the  part  of  Congress.  He 
would  stipulate  in  the  bill  that  the  State,  for  an 
appropriation,  should  agree  to  make  the  road, 
or  not  have  it  %t  all.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 


sylvania was  averse  to  a  clay  road.  There  was 
no  stipulation  ,for  a  clay  road  in  the  bill.  He 
would  object  with  him  against  a  clay  road.  He 
should  be  unwilling  that  so  large  a  grant  as  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars  should  be  made — he 
could  not  give  his  assent;  and  felt  himself  com- 
pelled to  vote  against  this  bill. 

Mr.  BIBB  said,  he  would  vote  for  the  appro- 
priation for  repairing  the  road,  and  for  giving 
up  its  management  to  the  States;  the  latter 
would  be  giving  it  where  it  properly  belonged, 
and  it  would  then  be  kept  in  good  repair,  and 
Congress  would  get  rid  of  these  applications  for 
money.  A  small  toll  at  each  gate  would  keep 
the  road  fit  for  travelling;  on  this  subject  he  did 
not  depend  on  conjecture;  part  of  the  road  had 
been  accepted  by  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  had 
been  kept  in  repair,  under  a  very  moderate  toll; 
and  one  who  was  acquainted  with  the  subject 
had  told  him  the  requisite  repairs  had  been  less 
and  less,  and  the  legislature  would  exact  no 
more  toll  than  the  very  little  which  would  soon 
be  required  to  keep  it  in  repair. 

On  this  road  Congress  had  expended  upwards 
of  #2,000,000,  not  without  important  use  and 
benefit,  not  to  a  single  State,  but  to  many,  not 
only  to  passengers  and  members  of  Congress, 
but  for  a  communication  to  products  and  mer- 
chandize between  the  valley  of  the  west  and 
the  Atlantic.  Any  gentleman  who  would  tra- 
vel that  road  between  Cumberland  and  the 
Ohio,  would  not  count  less  than  4  or  500  loaded 
wagons.  It  was  true  the  road  was  much  out 
of  repair,  but  it  stood  wonderfully  where  it  was 
made  as  it  was  originally,  so  that  stages  and  hea- 
vy wagons  had  passed  over  it  for  20  years  with- 
out repair.  But ,  the  pounded  stone  had  been 
ground  to  dust  in  some  places,  and  had  left  the 
large  roGks  bare,  so  as  to  make  the  road  intole- 
rable. Instead  of  the  old  foundation,  the  Mc- 
Adam  plan  was  entirely  adopted,  so  that  the  ap- 
propriation had  not  been  sufficient;  but  now 
#300,000  would  go  very  far,  if  it  would  not  be 
entirely  sufficient,  to  put  the  road  v\  repair. — 
(Mr.  B.  went  into  a  particular  description  of 
the  state  of  the  road.) 

He  thought  that  in  point  of  economy,  as  much 
for  the  convenience  of  the  road,  as  in  regard  to 
future  appropriations,  to  get  clear  of  the  beg- 
ging of  money,  it  was  better  to  appropriate  now 
a  sufficient  amount.  He  wanted  to  get  clear 
of  the  road,  and  let  the  States  take  it;  and  the 
only  way  was  to  repair  it,  and  let  the  States 
erect  toll  gates.  They  ought  not  to  doubt  the 
fidelity  of  any  State  in  the  Union;  it  was  an  un- 
social idea  which  he  would  never  harbor.  The 
States  were  in  difficulty  when  the  Constitution 
was  adopted;  and  since  that  time  the  General 
Government  itself  had  borrowed  money  and  paid 
interest.  But  since  the  country  had  recovered 
from  the  effects  of  the  revolutionary  war,  since 
commerce  had  expanded,  and  the  States  had 
emerged  from  their  depressed  condition,  he  had 
seen  no  reason  to  doubt  their  fidelity.  He  saw 
no  difficulty  and  he  would  act  under  the  persua- 
sion that  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio, 
I  would  do  all  that  was  or  ouglit  to  be  expected. 
I     He  would  be  very  unwilling  to  have  the  inter- 
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communication  between  Washington  and  the 
Valley  of  the  Mississippi  broken  in  upon  by  the 
roadj  going1  to  ruin.  It  had  been  constructed 
over  places  extremely  rough  and  difficult,  and 
he  thought  it  the  best  economy  to  make  a  mo- 
derate appropriation  to  put  it  in  repair;  how 
much  would  be  sufficient  he  did  not  know;  but 
many  miles  of  the  road  did  not  require  repair. 
He  believed  that  considering  the  part  of  the 
country,  &  the  thin  population,  more  than  $300,- 
000  could  not  be  profitably  expended  in  any  one 
year,  and  from  experience  they  would  make  a 
more  profitable  expenditure  of  the  money. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  said  he  had  had  great  dif- 
ficulty in  his  own  mind  in  relation  to  the  ques- 
tion now  before  the  Senate,  as  to  what  was  his 
duty;  but  he  regarded  the  appropriation  of 
three  hundred' thousand  dollars,  as  not  the  con- 
cluding one;  if  that  was  made  now,  two  or 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars  must  be  appro- 
priated next  year,  and  if  he  gave  his  vote  now, 
he  would  repeat  it  next  year  or  the  subsequent 
year.  He  did  not,  as  some  members  did,  vest 
the  appropriation  on  the  ground  of  a  final  one. 
His  difficulty  was  whether  he  should  go  the 
whole  length,  for  if  Congress  were  to  make 
no  more  appropriations  than  this,  it  would  be 
a  good  bargain.  He  foresaw  additional  appro- 
priations, and  yet  he  had  brought  his  mind  to 
vote  for  this,  and  he  would  tell  his  reasons. — 
He  had  understood  that  the  States  were  willing 
to  receive  the  road  and  keep  it  in  repair  with- 
out calling  on  Government.  Appropriations 
had  been  heretofore  made  for  making  it  and 
keeping  it  iii  repair,  and  he  was  not  much  sur- 
prised at  the  amount,  immense  as  it  had  been. 
It  was  a  vast  work  at  its  commencement,  and 
liable  to  be  speedily  out  of  repair. 

Under  these  circumstances  much  money  was 
wanted;  the  only  question  was  whether  the  ob- 
ject to  be|gained  was  worthy  the  expenditure. 
He  (Mr.  S.)  had  always  thought  it  was,  and 
such  being  his  opinion,  he  had  always  been  glad 
to  see  the  appropriations  made.  Were  they  to 
surrender  this  undertaking?  Whence  remem- 
bered the  great  objects  Congress  had  in  view, 
when  they  commenced  this  road;  when  he  re- 
membered what  the  road  was — that  it  was  the 
great  line  by  which  nine  States  approached  the 
seat  of  Government — every  feeling  of  regard 
for  the  national  interests  forbade  that  it  should 
be  given  up.  He,  for  one,would  not  surrender 
it.  How  then,was it  to  be  continued?  Theyhad 
felt  the  pressure  of  appropriations,  and  had  at- 
tempted to  avoid  them  by  making  the  road  sup- 
port itself. 

The  questiwn  as  to  the  erection  of  tolls  was 
debated  at  length,  and  in  a  very  animated  man- 
ner,and  Congress  came  to  the  conclusion  of  erec- 
tingtoll  houses  upon  the  road.  Their  intentions 
however,  in  this  particular,  were  defeated  by  the 
vkto  of  the  thenPresident,who  believed  that  the 
Government  had  no  power  to  erect  toll  houses. 
Congress  could  not  continue  the  road,therefore, 
by  the  collection  of  tolls,  and  appropriations 
were  obliged  to  be  made  to  save  it  from  anni- 
hilation. The  expense  thus  incurred  had  been 
•o  heavily  felt  during-  the  last  few  years,   that 


Congress  was   induced  to  look  round  for  some 
means  of  relief. 

They  could  not  put  up  gates  themselves  for 
the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
road,  and  therefore,  saw  that  they  must  either 
keep  it  in  repair  themselves  by  annual  appro- 
priations or  surrender  it  to  the  State,  who  could 
I  erect  toll -houses.  The  latter  alternative  was 
I  determined  upon  after  much  deliberation.  The 
States  consented  to  receive  the  road  on  condi- 
tion, that  it  should  be  placed  in  proper  repair; 
it  was  at  the  time  in  such  a  state  that  it  could 
not  be  travelled  on.  The  first  step  then  of  the 
General  Government  was  to  put  the  road  in  re- 
pair. They  could  not  require  the  States  them- 
selves to  do  it;  the  road  was  a  National  object. 
Well,  the  present  appropriation  was  required 
to  continue  these  repairs;  if  it  was  rot  granted 
the  road  would  be  neglected — no  one  could  in- 
terfere to  preserve  it;  and  it  would  be  eventual- 
ly annihilated.  That  this  should  be  the  case  he 
(Mr.  S.)  would  never  permit  as  far  as  his  vote 
could  have  any  influence.  The  undertaking 
was  a  national  one;  it  was  one  of  those  neces- 
sary bonds  which  served  to  bind  together  the 
hearts  of  the  people  of  this  Union.  It  had 
been  said  that  the  engagements  which  Govern- 
ment had  made  with  the  States  might  fail  to  be 
fulfilled.  It  might  be  so.  But  was  he  to  act 
upon  the  supposition,  that  when  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,and  Virginia,  had  pledged  themselves 
to  receive  this  road  they  would  violate  their 
pledges?  He  would  vote  millions  rather  than 
act  upon  such  a  supposition.  No!  these  States 
would  fulfil  their  engagements  to  the  letter; 
only  put  the  road  in  repair,  and  his  life  upon  it 
Maryland,  Virginia,  and  Pennsylvania  would 
not  be  found  wanting  in  the  fulfilment  of  that 
which  they  had  promised. 

The  question  in  his  mind  was  whether  this 
great  undertaking  should  be  surrendered  or 
not.  He  had  felt  some  difficulty  in  coming  to 
a  decision  upon  the  subject  because  the  present 
appropriation  might  not  be  found  sufficient; 
yet  he  had  brought  himself  to  vote  for  it.  He 
went  upon  the  belief  that  as  soon  as  the  road 
was  ready,  the  States  would  take  it  and  relieve 
the  Treasury  of  the  Union  from  such  drafts  as 
had  hitherto  been  made  upon  it.  He  should 
ask  that  the  question  be  taken  by  ayes  and 
noes. 

Mr.  PRESTON  desired  to  make  an  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  certain  words. 

The  CHAIR" decided  that  this  could  not  be 
done. 

Mr.  PRESTON  would  then  move  to  add; 
"providing  the  States  of  Pennsylvania,  Mary- 
land, and  Virginia  consent  to  receive  those  parta 
of  the  road  which  pass  through  their  respective 
States  when  put  in  repair  by  this  appropria- 
tion." 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  said,  that  the  effect  of  the 
amendment  would  be,  to  confine  the  appropri- 
ation to  that  part?  of  the  road  which  was  within 
the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  and 
to  give  no  portion  to  Virginia 

Mr.  PRESTON  would  have  no  objection  to 
insert  the  State  of  Virginia. 


April  l.J 


REGISTER  OFZ^EBATES. 


ISt 


Mr.  WILKINS  could  give  no  hope  that  Penn- 
sylvania could  agree  to  a  proposition  of  the 
kind.  She  looked  on  it  as  a  national  undertak- 
ing in  which  she  had  as  little  to  do  as  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  01  any  other  State. 
She  had  certainly  less  to  do  with  it  than  Ohio. 
Most  of  the  road  <  in  Pennsylvania  were  toll 
reads,  and  brought  in  a  revenue  to  the  State. 
The  State  had  an  interest  in  her  roads,  but 
never  looked  upon  this  road  as  of  any  interest 
to  her.  It  was  therefore  that  she  had  asked 
Government  to  hang  toll  gates.  Would  South 
Carolina  hang  toll  gates  ?  Would  Virginia 
hang  toll  gates  ?  The  road  was  a  national  road, 
and  consequently  of  as  much  interest  to  those 
States  as  to  Pennsylvania.  There  was  no  doubt 
as  to  the  integrity  of  Pennsylvania.  To  adopt 
the  amendment  wonld  be  to  prevent  the  Gov- 
ernment from  making  any  repairs  this  season, 
and  the  want  of  repairs  m  >w  would  add  fifty 
per  cent,  to  the  expense  of  repairs  next  year. 
If  Congress  meant  to  do  any  thing,  now  was 
the  best  time. 

Mr.  CLAY  thought  that  if  the  amendment 
were  adopted,  it  would  defeat  the  object  of  the 
bill  entirely.  If  the  bill  were  to  be  passed,  he 
hoped  the  Senate  would  reject  the  amendment. 
The  hon.  Senator  from  South  Carolina  had 
stated  the  great  expenses  which  the  undertak- 
ing had  already  incurred.  It  was  true;  but 
they  arose  mainly  from  the  want  of  any  constant 
method  of  keeping  the  road  in  repair.  Twelve 
years  ago  toll-gates  were  proposed,  and  the 
people  who  used  the  road  could  be  willing  to 
pay.  If  toll-gates  were  hung,  a  sufficiency  of 
money  would  be  collected  to  keep  the  road  in 
constant  repair.  He  must  say,  in  vindication  of 
the  act,  that  Government  was  more  competent 
to  erect  the  road  than  a  corporate  authority. 

The  road  from  Wheeling  was  erected  at  less 
than  six  thousand  dollars  per  mile.  Mr.  C-  went 
into  a  statement  of  the  expenses  of  constructing 
several  roads,  and  said,  that  if  Government  did 
not  employ  its  own  engineers,  he  would  hesitate 
to  vote  so  large  a  sum  without  some  alteration. 
His  own  State  had  asked  for  an  appropriation, 
which  was  not  obtained.  I  .ast  session  it  was 
proposed  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  for  purposes  of  internal 
improvement,  but  the  State  of  Illinois  and  some 
others,  voted  against  the  measure.  He  would 
vote  for  the  measure,  in  the  hope  that  the  gen- 
tleman would  reconsider  his  views;  and  also, 
from  the  conviction  that  Kentucky  and  other 
States,  which  held  no  public  lands,  ought  to 
share  in  the  benefits  resulting  from  pubhc  im- 
provements. He  would  not  vote  for  the  mea- 
sure, but  for  the  reservation  that  the  General 
Government  would  retain  a  power  over  the 
road. 

Mr.  KING,  ©f  Alabama,  inquired  why  wag 
Congress  asked  to  McAdamize  the  road  when 
it  was  not  in  the  original  agreement.  The  road 
was  once  an  admirable  experiment,  but  not  on 
the  Mc  Adam  plan;  it  would  be  so  as  originally 
constructed,  and  the  present  appropriation,  in 
that  case,  would  not  have  exceeded  $200,000; 
but  if  it  were  $300,000,  with  a  view  to  have  it 


well  repaired,  considerable  more  would  still  be 
required;  and  why  ?  Because  Pennsylvania 
would  nut  receive  it  if  it  were  not  such  a  ro^d  as 
would  never  get  out  of  repair.  The  provision 
was  that  the  road  should  be  made  in  the  man- 
ner it  was  originally  begun,  but  it  being  a  road 
of  the  U.  States,  nothing  was  done,  and  for  that 
reason  the  repairs  were  not  made  when  they 
became  necessary,  and  not  at  all  till  the  road  was 
ruined.  But  toll  gates  would  keep  it  in  repair 
without  difficulty.  Pennsylvania  had  the  same 
interest  in  three  of  her  counties  as  in  ten,  and 
she  was  bound  to  accept  the  road,  and  keep  it 
open,  not  on  the  MacAdam  plan,  but  the  origi- 
nal plan. 

He  could  not  be  content  to  go  on  making  such 
heavy  appropriations.  When  they  made  an  ap- 
propriation, with  a  perfect  conviction  that  it 
would  be  sufficient,  it  uniformly  turned  out  that 
it  was  not  sufficient,  but  the  road  was  worse 
than  before.  If  reliance  could  be  placed  on 
thosetemployed,  the  engineers  of  the  U.  States, 
large  stone  would  make  the  road  permanent  for 
several  years,  and  if  so,  it  could  then  be  kept 
easily  in  repair  by  tolls. 

To  the  supposed  constitutional  power  of 
Congress  he  was  opposed;  he  had  voted  a— 
gainst  the  toll  bill  of  1832,  though  there  was 
but  a  small  portion  of  the  Senate  against  it;  he 
was  in  a  minority  of  seven,  all  southern  men 
but  one.  Virginia  on  that  occasion  was  not 
with  the  south;  she  voted  for  toll  gates. 

He  wished  very  much  that  this  road  should 
not  be  so  entirely  destroyed  as  to  cut  off*  the 
communication  between  Washington  and  the 
west;  and  the  Government  was  not  bound  to 
go  beyond  the  arrangement.  The  road  beyond 
the  Ohio,  differed  in  some  degree  from  the 
part  on  this  side,  as  it  respected  appropriations. 
These  were  new  States,  and  stipulations  had 
been  made  to  construct  roads  through  them, 
by  Congress,  and  when  the  public  lands  should 
be  brought  into  market,  the  expense  would  be 
more  than  refunded.  He  hoped  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  would  pre- 
vail. 

Mr.  KANE  had  voted  against  the  land  bill, 
of  the  last  session,  for  he  thought  Congress  had 
not  the  power  to  appropriate  money  except  for 
the  benefit  of  the  whole  country.  The  bill 
proposed  to  give  money  to  the  States,  to  be 
appropriated  by  them  ;  and  his  objection  was 
simply  this,  that  Congress  had  no  right  to  sub- 
stitute the  several  States  for  themselves,  to  ap- 
propriate money  for  the  benefit  of  the  people 
of  the  Union,  according  to  their  judgment. 

Mr.  EWING  would  say  one  word  on  the  a- 
mendment.  This  appropriation  was  to  be  made 
provided  the  States  woidd  then  receive  the 
road;  but  could  it  be  done  ?  An  engineer  must 
be  sent,  and  the  Legislatures  would  not  have 
time  to  act,  and  the  effect  would  be  that  the 
provision  would  be  defeated;  and  if  it  was  so, 
for  the  present  year,  the  consequence  would 
be  a  larger  appropriation  next  year. 

The  first  proposition  was  made  by  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  Government  agreed  to  open  the 
road  to  the  Ohio  river.     Was  this  a  contract?  If 
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the  road  were  now  permitted  to  go  down,  it 
would  be  keeping  the  word  of  promise  to  the 
ear  only.  The  Senator  from  S.  C.  had  said, 
that  it  was  not  worth  the  expenses;  but  the  road 
was  begun  twenty-seven  years  ago,  and  had 
been  of  much  use  to  the  nation. 

The  ynendment  was  now  tried,  and  lost  with- 
out a  division. 

On  the  question  shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time- -the  bill  was  lost  by  the 
following  vote: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Clay,  Ewing, 
Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Kane,  Kent,  Linn, 
Morris,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Robbins, 
Robinson,  Silsbee,  Southard,  Tipton,  Wagga- 
man,   Wilkins— 20. 

Nats— Messrs.  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay- 
ton, Forsyth,  Hill,  King  of  Alabama,  King,  of 
Georgia,  Knight,  Leigh,  Mangum,  Moore,Nau- 
dain,  Preston,  Sheplev,  Smith,  Sprague,  Swift, 
Tomlinson,  Tyler,  White,  Wright— 22. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SOUTHARD,  the  petition 
from  citizens  of  Charleston  for  an  Hospital,  was 
transferred  from  the  Naval  Committee,  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

A  quorum  not  being  present  at  the  hour 
of  meeting,  a  call  of  the  House  was  moved  by 
Mr.  Lttle,  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  JOHN  Q-.  ADAMS  asked  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House  to  present  a  memorial, 
which  being  objected  to,  a  call  of  the  House  was 
moved  by  Mr.  Grennel,  and  carried  ;  a  quorum 
having  answered  to  their  names,  further  proceed- 
ings in  the  call  were  dispensed  with. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  M.  JOHN  &. 
ADAMS,  that  the  rule  be  dispensed  with,  and 
that  he  be  permitted  to  present  a  memorial,  which 
was  agreed  to;  when, 

Mr.  J.  &.  ADAMS  presented  a  memorial  of 
inhabitants  of  Scituate,  Marsfield,  Hanover,  and 
Pembroke,  in  Plymouth  county,  Massachusetts, 
praying  that  the  navigation  of  North  river,  in 
said  State,  may  be  improved,  by  cutting  a  canal 
from  the  North  East  bend,  of  said  river,  below 
Wills'  Island,  to  the  Harbour  of  Scituate ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals. 

A  motion  was  made  to  suspend  the  rule  in 
order  to  proceed  in  the  presentation  of  petitions 
ana  memorials,  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  ELISHA  WHITTLESEY,from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  reported  unfavorably  on  the 
cases  of  George  Stockton,  Joseph  C.  Belt,  and 
Edward  B urges.      » 

Mr.  MERCER,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "Aa  act  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  certain  roads  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment— and  said  bill  was  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  authorizing  a  road  to  be  cut  from 
the  northern  boundary  of  the  Territory  of  Flo- 
rida,to  the  town  of  Appalachicola  in  said  Terri- 
tory. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  CARR,  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Augus- 
tin  Grignon  and  others,by  Daniel  Whitney  their 
agent,  and  also  from  the  petition  of  John  Lawe, 
and  leave  was  granted  to  withdraw  the  said  pe- 
titions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TOMPKINS,  the  petition 
of  James  Taylor  was  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LOYALL,  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  case  of  Stewart  and 
Mathews;  which  was  laid  on  tht  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  REED,  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petitions  of  Southey  Par- 
ker, and  William  Piercy  ;  which  were  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  CHANEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Inva- 
lid Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
William  Slocum ;  which  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  ARCHER,  from  the  Committee  on  Fo- 
reign Affairs,  which  was  instructed  on  the  15tb 
of  March,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
purchasing  the  library,  and  official  and  private 
manuscript  papers  of  General  Washington,  to 
be  deposited  in  the  Department  of  State,  made 
a  report,  accompanied  by  an  amendment  to  be 
proposed  to  the  general  appropriation  bill  for 
the  purchase  of  the  said  books  and  papers. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  from  the  Commhtee  of 
Commerce,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition 
of  William  B.  Scott,  reported  a  bill  fixing  the 
compensation  of  the  Surveyor  of  Town  Creek, 
in  Maryland  ;  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  JARVIS,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  to  which  was 
recommitted  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  public  buildings  and  grounds,  and  for  o- 
ther  purposes,  reported  an  amendatory  bill, 
which  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  State  of  the  Union. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donel- 
son,  his  private  Secretary  : 

To  the  Senate,  and 

House  of  Representatives. 

Washington,  April  1st,  1834/, 

I  transmit  for  the  consideration  of  Congress, 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  re- 
com/nend  that  legislative  measures  may  be  ta- 
ken to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  foreign 
coins,  and  the  exporting  of  counterfeit  coins 
from  the  United  States. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Said  message  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
engitissed  bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of 
certain  revolutionary  claims. 

And  after  debate  thereon,  the  hour  of  one 
o'clock  arrived  ;  and 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
special  order  of  the  day,  viz :  the  resolutions 


April  3.] 


»nd  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Menus,  of  the  4th  of  March. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment 
moved  by  Mr.  WILDE. 

Mr.  HARDING,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the 
House,  in  opposition  to  the  report,  but  before 
be  had  concluded, 

The  House  adjourned. 
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IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  April  2,  1834. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  that  the  Senate  reconsi- 
der the  vote  taken  yesterday  evening  on  the 
Cumberland  Road  bill.  His  object  was  merely 
to  keep  the  subject  before  the  Senate,  and  he 
moved,  for  the  present,  to  lay  his  motion  for  re- 
consideration on  the  table. 

A  brief  discussion  ensued  by  Messrs.  WHITE, 
(who  withdrew  his  last  motion)  CLAY,  EW- 
ING,  SPRAGUE,  and  KING,  of  Alabama, 
from  which  it  appeared  that  some  who  voted 
against  the  bill  were  opposed  only  to  some  of  its 
particular  features,  and  that  Mr.  White,  although 
he  had  voted,  and  should  still  vote  against  it,  on 
principle,  was  yet  desirous  of  giving  it  a  fair  op- 
portunity to  pass,  under  the  requisite  modifica- 
tions. 

Mr.  EWING  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  with  a 
view  to  have  it  modified. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  however,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays.  The  motion  was  carried,  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Benton,  Clay,  Ewing,  Grun- 
dy, King,  of  Ala.  Knight,  Linn,  McKean,  Mor- 
ris, Poindexter,  Porter,  Prentis*,  Robbins,  R.o- 
binson,  Shepley,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard, 
Sprague,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson, 
White,  Wilkins,  Wright— 28. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brown,  Calhoun,  Hill,  King, 
of  Geo.  Leigh,  Moore,  Preston,  Tyler — 8. 

A  message  was  ^received  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  by  Mr.  Franklin,  Clerk  of 
the  House,  announcing  the  death  of  the  Hon. 
James  Blair,  a  member  from  South  Carolina, 
and  that  his  funeral  would  take  place  at  four 
o'clock  this  afternoon,  from  the  Hall  of  the 
House. 

When  the  message  had  been  read, 

Mr.  Prestow  said — I  am  sure  the  Senate  will 
sympathize  with  me,  in  those  emotions  of  pro- 
found sorrow,  with  which  I  rise  to  propose  the 
customary  resolutions  on  such  an  event.  The 
sudden  death  of  Gen.  Blair,  in  the  vigor  of  life, 
and  in  the  midst  of  its  most  strenuous  pursuits, 
cannot  fad  to  impress  all  minds  with  the  most 
solemn  feelings — which  to  us  are  enhanced  by 
his  association  with  us  in  the  same  pursuits,  and 
by  the  fact,  that  this  is  the  second  instance,  this 
se8sion,of  such  an  awful  and  sudden  dispensation 
of  Providence.  We,  his  colleagues  of  the  South 
Carolina  delegation,  lament  his  loss  not  the  less 
that  he  has  differed  with  us  in  some  points  of 
public  policy — such  differences  have  never  ex- 
tended to  personal  separation,  for  each  has  ex-  Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  House 
cused  the  zeal  of  the  other  by  a  mutual  and  e-  will  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late  James  Blair, 
qua!  establishment  of  zeal ;  and  God  forbid, '  at  4  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


that  any  such  difference  should  impede,  for  a 
moment,  the  sad  current  of  feeling'  which  now 
passes  through  my  heart.  To  whatever  the 
deceased  addressed  himself,  he  brought  uncom- 
mon force  of  character,  firmness  of  purpose, 
and  vigor  of  intellect.  His  country  and  his 
constituents,  have  to  mourn  the  loss  of  those 
qualities  at  this  important  juncture  of  our  af- 
fairs, and  upon  me,  involves  the  melancholy 
duty  of  moving  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  will  attend  the  fu- 
neral of  the  hon.  James  Blair,  late  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  from  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  at  the  hour  of  four  o'clock  this 
evening,  and  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceased,  they  will  go  into 
mourning  by  wearing  crape  round  the  left  arm 
for  thirty  days. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  11  o'clock. 

Mr.  Mc  DUFFIE  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  Speaker  :  I  rise  to  discharge  a  painful 
and  melancholy  duty,  by  announcing  the  death 
of  Gen.  James  Blair,  a  representative  from  the 
State  of  South  Carolina.  The  occurrence  of 
the  few  last  weeks  furnish  to  us  all  an  impres- 
sive aad  awful  admonition  of  the  precarious 
tenure  by  which  we  hold  this  fleeting  and  fever- 
ish existence,  while  we  are  but  too  prone  to 
act  as  if  it  would  never  have  an  end.  Scarcely 
have  our  feelings  recovered  from  the  violence 
of  the  shock  produced  by  the  extraordinary 
and  unexampled  spectacle  of  one  of  our  num- 
ber falling  dead  before  our  eyes,  while  in  the 
act  of  addressing  the  House  on  a  great  question 
of  deep  and  absorbing  interest,  when  we  are 
summoned  to  pay  the  last  melancholy  offices  of 
humanity  to  another;  whose  death  was  equally 
sudden. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  never  have  been  able  to  feel 
that,  on  occasions  of  this  kind,  panegyric  is  an 
appropriate  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  dead. 
They  are  beyond  the  reach  of  praise;  and  it  is 
not  by  this  that  they  are  judged,  either  in  this 
world  or  the  next.  Biographical  details,  how- 
ever brief,  are,  in  my  opinion,  more  ap- 
propriate. Where  the  deceased  is  known,  they 
are  unneccessary;  where  he  is  unknown,  they 
are  seldom  of  any  interest.  His  name  should 
be  his  epitaph;  and,  however  blank  it  may  ap- 
pear to  the  vacant  eye  of  the  passing  stranger, 
it  will  always  hive  power  to  call  up  the  recol- 
lection of  his  virtues  in  the  bosom  of  friendship, 
and  the  tear  of  undissembled  sorrow  in  the  eye 
of  affection — offerings  more  grateful  and  con- 
genial to  the  disembodied  spinr,than  the  proud- 
est monument  which  human  art  can  erect,  or 
the  most  pompous  eulogium  which  human  elo- 
quence can  pronounce.  Without  saying  more, 
sir,  I  now  ask  the  Home  to  bestow  upon  the 
memory  of  the  deceased  the  customary  testimo- 
nials of  respect,  by  adopting  the  resolution  I 
hold  in  my  hand. 
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Resolved,  jThat  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
take  order  for  superintending  the  funeral  of 
James  Blaiii,  deceased,  late  a  member  of  this 
House,  from  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  House 
will  testify  their  respect  to  the  memory  of 
James  Blair,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm 
for  thirty  days. 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Sen. 
ate,  to  notify  that  body  of  the  death  of  James 
Blair,  late  one  of  the  Representatives  from 
the  State  of  Virginia,  and  jthat  his  funeral 
will  take  place  this  afternoon  at  4  o'clock,  from 
the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

The  House  then,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Duffie,  adjourned. 


SENATE. 
Thursday,  April  3,  1834. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  Secreta- 
ry, conveying  communications  from  New  Jersey 
and  New  York,  on  the  subject  of  the  boundary 
line  between  those  States. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  presented  a  memorial  and 
resolutions  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  citizens 
of  Chittenden  county,  Vermont. 

Mr.  P.  said,  the  meeting  was  without  distinc- 
tion of  party;  and  their  memorial  and  resolutions 
related  to  the  present  alarming  condition  of  the 
country  the  facts  stated  being  not  essentially  (lif- 
erent from  those  which  had  already  been  stated  to 
the  Senate.  They  represented  that  portion  of  the 
country  in  which  they  resided,  as  not  less  unfa- 
vorable than  the  condition  of  other  parts  of  the 
country ;  and  they  urged  upon  Congress  the 
wisdom  and  necessity  of  discarding  the  experi- 
ment now  going  on,  on  the  property  and  busi- 
ness of  the  country,  and  of  adopting  the  policy 
which  has  been  heretofore  pursued,  so  much  to 
the  benefit  and  prosperity  of  the  country.  A- 
mong  other  things,  they  maintained,  that  credit 
was  not  only  essential  to  the  commercial  and 
business  concerns  of  the  community,  but  highly 
important  as  an  aid  to  labor,  in  the  operations  of 
the  business,  enabling  men  of  no  capital,  but 
their  industry  and  labor,  not  only  to  live  and  sup- 
port their  families,  but  to  make  their  way  gradu- 
ally to  independence  and  wealth.  They  further 
insisted  that  the  Executive  experiment,  operated*- 
to  depress  the  spirit,  industry,  and  enterprise  o 
the  people. 

They  also  held,  that  while  the  State  banks 
were  depended  on  to  furnish  a  general  curren 
cy,  although  they  made  specie  payments,  and 
might  tend  to  bring  about  a  metallic  circulation, 
their  power  to  create  and  maintain  a  sound  cur 
rency,  fliust  be  insufficient.  They  declared, 
that  property  had  depreciated,  and  business 
was  suspended  ;  and  they  expressed  their  con- 
viction, that  the  embarrassment  and  evils  existing 
in  the  currency,  were  owing  to  the  hostile  atti- 
tude of  the  Executive  towards  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  ;  and  to  the  unjustifiable  attack 
made  on  the  credit  of  that  institution;  and  they 
regarded  the  removal  of  the  public  money  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  banks  which 
are  not  responsible  to  Congress,  as  a  measure 


unnecesssary,  impolitic,  and  unjust,  subjecting 
the  Treasury  to  individual  action. 

The  meeting  at  which  these  resolutions  were 
adopted,  was  attended  by  not  less  than  400  free- 
men, and  among  the  number  present  were  the 
most  respectable,  prominent  and  intelligent 
men  in  the  country;  and  the  chairman  had  been 
for  several  years  the  administration  candidate 
for  Governor  of  that  State.  Mr.  P.  would  say, 
in  addition,  that  the  memorial  and  resolutions 
were  respectful  in  their  phraseology,  and  mark- 
ed with  moderation  in  their  sentiments,  and  on 
the  face  of  them  there  were  the  evidence  of  a 
high  degree  of  public  spirit,  and  vigour  of  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  P.  moved  that  they  should  be  read,  prin- 
ted, and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  it  was  ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  that  the  communication 
just  read  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. With  reference  to  the  statement  as  to 
the  amount  of  stock  held  by  the  secretary  in  one 
of  those  banks  which  had  been  made  depositories 
of  the  public  money,  he  would  remark,  that  that 
statement  ought  not  to  go  out  to  the  public  unac- 
companied by  other  facts.  A  call  had  been 
made  for  the  names  of  all  the  stockholders  in  the 
deposite  banks,  and  for  a  statement  of  the  stock 
held  by  each  person.  A  list  had  been  returned 
from  the  Union  Bank  of  Maryland,  in  compliance 
with  this  call,  and  in  that  list  was  found  the  name 
of  Mr.  Secretary  Taney,without  however,  any  in- 
formation as  to  the  amount  of  stock  which  he 
held.  Perceiving  the  name  of  the  secretary  in 
the  list,  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  thought  it  necessary  to 
the  interests  of  the  country,  that  the  amount 
held  by  that  individual  in  a  bank  which  had  been 
selected  by  the  secretary  for  the  reception  of  the 
public  money,  should  be  known.  No  allusion 
had  been  made  to  the  secretary's  motives,  unless 
an  allusion  could  be  said  to  be  contained  in  a 
necessary  call  for  information. 

The  memorial  was  then  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  moved  that  the 
communication  which  had  been  received  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  relative  to  foreigners  re- 
cently arrived  in  this  country,  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  rose  to  present  a  memorial 
upon  a  subject  to  which,  he  said,  he  was  aware 
many  gentlemen  would  lend  an  unwilling  ear. 
The  memorial  was  from  300  inhabitants  of  the 
city  of  Bath,  in  the  State  of  Maine  ;  and  the 
memorialists  stated  that  the  effects  of  the  late 
infliction  upon  the  country  had  reached  them  ; 
that  they  felt  great  distress  ;  that  this  distress 
was  increasing  ;  that  they  had  every  reason  to 
believe  it  would  shortly  be  felt  with  still  greater 
severity ;  and  that  they  had  before  them  the 
prospect  of  an  utter  prostration  of  business, 
accompanied  with  bankruptcy  and  ruin.  The 
cause  of  the  distress  not  having  been  earlier 
felt  by  the  memorialists  would  be  understood 
when  it  was  remembered  that  this  State,during 
the  winter  season,  was  cut  off  from  all  commu- 
nication with  other  States,  by  the  bonds  of  na- 
ture. 
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The  State  of  Maine  was  locked  up  during  the 
winter,  but  as  the  spring  advanced  their  busi- 
ness commenced,  they  now  began  to  feel  the  ef- 
fects of  that  general  prostration  of  enterprise 
and  industry  under  which  every  State,  from  one 
end  of  the  country  to  the  other,  was  at  this  mo- 
ment suffering.  Although  the  demand  for  money 
in  the  commercial  cities  might  be  less  than  it  was 
a  short  time  since,  he  could  not  believe  that  his 
constituents  would  be  relieved  by  that  circum- 
stance from  the  distress  consequent  upon  the 
deranged  state  of  the  currency.     The  evils  un- 
der which  they  were  suffering  arose  from  a  par- 
alysis of  the  business  of  the  commercial  com- 
munity,  from  a  want  of  demand  for  the  articles 
they  supplied.     However  abundant  therefore 
money   might  be  in  the  hands  of  capitalists  no 
relief  was  to  be  looked  for  by  hi3  constituents, 
from  that  circumstance.    The  memorialists  said 
they  apprehended  still  greater  distress  than  that 
which  they  at  present  endured;  they  attributed 
their  sufferings  to  the  derangement  of  the  cur- 
rency consequent  upon  the  act  ofthe  Executive, 
to  the  attack  which  had  been  made  upon  the 
bank,  which  attack  had  compelled  that  institu- 
tion to  pursue  a  certain  course  of  conduct  in  its 
own  defence.  They  asked  that  the  bank  should 
be  recharted,  or  that  some  other  National  Bank 
should  be  established  in  its  place,  so  as  to  se- 
cure to  them  a   sound   currency.     He  would 
move  that  the  memorial  be  read,  printed,  and 
referred   to  the   Committee  on  Finance.     Mo- 
tion agreed  to. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUSEN  moved  that  the  sub- 
ject  of  the  boundary  line  between  New  York 
and  New  Jersey  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary , 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  city  of  Boston.  No  document  he  said, 
could  come  forward  with  greater  claims  upon 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  than  this.  It  came 
from  one  ofthe  greatest  cities  in  the  Union, 
great  in  itself;  but  greater  in  its  resources,  its 
literary  and  scientific  institutions,  and  in  its  his- 
torical recollections.  The  present  memorial 
came  from  a  large  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  eminent  city. 

The  resolutions  adopted  at  the  meeting  were 
twenty-eight  in  number;  and  went  over  all  the 
parts  of  that  question  which  agitated  the  coun- 
try. They  were  full  and  explicit.  He  concur- 
red heartily  in  the  sentiments  which  they  ex- 
pressed. But  they  would  speak  for  themselves 
and  needed  no  testimony  which  he  could  add. 

The  first  thing  to  which  they  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate,  was,  that  question  on 
which  the  Senate  and  the  country  had  been  so 
Jong  engaged.  The  removal  of  the  deposites 
Hn  1811,  was  made  a  scape  goat  for  all  that  had 
taken  place  now.  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  a  letter, 
said  that  the  reason  why  he  had  not  earlier  re- 
moved the  deposites,  was,  that  Government  was 
a  debtor  to  the  bank,  and  could  not  well  take 
money  from  its  creditor.  Every  thing  that  had 
taken  place  now,  took  place  then,  with  the 
same  effect  on  the  public  mind  and  on  public 
property.  There  were  public  meetings  and 
deputations  ,  and  so  carefully  had  the  example 


been  followed,  that  the  same  prognostics,  and 
the  same  legal  phrases  were  reiterated.  At 
that  time  there  were  deputations,  consisting 
half  of  federalists  and  half  of  republicans-  The 
same  thing  was  found  to  be  the  case  now,and  me- 
morials came  beforetthe  Senate  professing  to 
bear  the  signatures  of  persons  of  all  parties. 
Statements  were  made  then  at  the  bars  of  both 
Houses,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  the  same  as 
were  now  : — hostilities  were  proclaimed  ;  a  de- 
cline in  prices  was  proclaimed  before  Congress. 
Hemp  was  declared  to  have  fallen  from  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  to  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  per  ton  ;  and  other  articles  in  the 
same  proportion.  The  rate  of  money  rose,  in- 
terest, instead  of  five  or  six  per  cent,  per  an- 
num, amounted  to  one  per  cent,  per  month. 
Congress  was  told  also,  that  the  building  of  five 
hundred  houses  in  Philadelphia,  was  suspend- 
ed ;  that  mechanics  were  thrown"  out  of  work, 
and  that  all  manufactories  were  likely  to  cease; 
and  an  opinion  was  expressed,  that  if  the  bank 
was  suffered  to  expire,  all  business  would  cease. 
All  these  things  were  not  only  said,  but  sworn 
to  before  committees  of  Congress.  Still  there 
was  no  removal  of  the  deposites,  nor  stopping 
of  the  bank  at  that  time.  It  resulted  from  fic- 
titious alarm,  and  was  got  up  by  that  institu- 
tion, with  ten  millions  of  capital  and  eight  or 
nine  branches,  which  was  about  equivalent  to 
the  present  institution  as  it  now  stands.  There 
was  then  no  asking  for  a  restoration  of  the  de- 
posites. All  came  forward  openly  to  ask  for 
what  they  had  in  view  ;  and  all  was  professedly 
alone  to  effect  the  renewal  of  the  charter. 

While  efforts  were  made  to  create  fictitious 
alarm,  the  effects  of  the  alarm  were  real.  He 
could  well  believe,  therefore,  that  the  extensive 
discounts  of  the  bank  must  produce  distress  on 
being  brought  down.  No  doubt  it  must  be  felt 
in  those  cities  in  the  north-east,  and  in  those  on 
the  mouth  ofthe  Mississippi.  Yet  he  believed 
that  a  great  deal  of  it  arose  from  a  fictitious 
alarm,  raised  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  par* 
ticular  design. 

The  Bank  ofthe  United  States  w  as  born  a 
political  institution,  and  developed  the  line  be- 
tween two  great  political  parties, — those  who 
followed  out  the  Constitutioi  in  its  primitive 
sense,  and  those  who  sought  for  constructive 
powers.  He  believed  the  bank  stood  at  the 
head  of  the  American  system;  and  if  it  was  re- 
chartered,  the  whole  American  system  would 
be  restored  in  greater  vigor  and  glory,  than  it 
ever  possessed  before. 

Directly  had  the  bank  an  interest  in  the  pro- 
gre-s  of  this  system,  which  filled  up  the  Trea- 
sury with  surplus  revenue.  The  bank  would 
get  possession  of  these  dollars  received  from 
this  system  called  unconstitutional.  The  whole 
of  the  present  struggle,  was  that  the  bank  might 
get  hold  of  the  surplus  revenue. 

The  resolutions  spoke  ofthe  exclusion  ofthe 
Government  Directors  of  the  bank  ;  and  they 
thought  it  wrong  that  the  bank  should  withhold 
from  the  Government  and  the  community,  a 
knowledge  ofthe  affairs  ofthe  bank.  The  ob- 
jection had  now   peculiar  force,  from  the  fact 
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that  there  was  now  no  Government  Director  of 
the  bank,  which  was  thus  now  isolated  and  cut 
offfrom  the  Government ;  and  was,  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes,  a  private  institution.  They 
also  maintained  that  the  State  banks  would  do 
equally  well  with  the  United  States  Bank,  as 
depositories  of  the  public  money.  They  also 
brought  before  Congress,  and  recommended  to 
their  consideration,  the  measure  of  providing 
for  the  enlargement  of  a  specie  circulation,  and 
suppressing  bank  notes.  He  prayed  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress  on  this  subject  particu- 
larly, because  he  had  considered  it  that  kind  of 
action  which  was  required  of  the  national  legis- 
lature. He  had  heard  tne  unexampled  and 
unparalleled  prosperity  of  the  country  up  to 
October  last,  urged  by  memorials  and  members 
of  the  Senate;  and  he  would  now  call  the  atfen- 
tion  of  gentlemen  to  the  unnumbered  predic- 
tions which  had  been  made  of  the  future  ruin  of 
the  country.  They  had  often  made  such  pre- 
dictions before,  and  they  bad  proved  fallacious; 
and  if  he  could  not  convince  them  that  their 
present  predictions  would  fail  in  like  manner, 
he  would  at  least  convince  the  country  that 
they  were  false  prophets  ;  and  that  now,  as  be- 
fore, the  present  bank  might  expire,  and  the 
deposites  remain  unrestored — and  yet  not  a  sin- 
gle disaster  would  result  to  the  country,  which 
»hey  had  predicted. 

He  asked  that  the  memorial  be  read,  printed, 
and  referred. 

The  memorial  and  resolutions  were  now  read. 
Mr.  SILLSBEE  desired  to  move  an  amend- 
ment to  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri. A  memorial  of  an  opposite  character  had 
been  presented  from  the  city  of  Boston  about 
three  weeks  since,and  the  names  attached  to  that 
memorial  had  been  ordered  to  be  printed;  he 
(Mr.  S.)  would  move  that  the  names  appended 
to  this  memorial  be  also  printed. 

Mr.  BENTON  was  understood  as  intimating 
that  no  names  were  attached  to  the  memorial. — 
The  number  of  persons,  however,  said  to  have 
attended  the  meeting,  were  vouched  for  by  the 
chairman  and  four  secretaries. 

Mr.  SILLSBEE:  If  there  are  no  names,  of 
course  we  cannot  print  them. 

Mr.  BIBB  made  some  remarks  in  reply  to  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  which  will  be  given 
hereafter. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed,  that  the  bill,  for 
the  introduction  of  which  leave  had  been  re- 
cently asked,  had  been  prepared  under  the 
pretence  of  an  urgent  necessity  to  do  some- 
thing for  the  public.  The  hon.  Senator  had 
said,  that  it  was  laid  on  the  table  by  the  mover, 
because  he  had  feared  that  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble to  pass  it.  Now  the  gentleman  had  laid  it 
down  till  the  21st  of  April,  and  it  appeared  to 
him  that  if  there  had  been  no  design  in  so  dis- 
posing of  it,  the  hon.  mover  would  most  likely 
have  moved  for  it  to  lie  there  for  an  indefinite 
time.  But  during  the  time  that  the  motion  was 
to  lie  on  the  table,  two  important  elections  were 
to  take  place. 

The  gentleman  had  noticed  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  as  being  a  political  institution,  and 


spoke  of  the  present  contest,  as  a  renewal  of 
the  contest  of  1791.  He  would  still  say  the 
question  was  one  between  constructive  powers 
and  the  powers  granted  by  the  [Constitution. — 
^he  question  still  remained,  and  would  grow 
into  one  which  would  probably,  sooner  or  later 
divide  the  American  people.  The  clamor  now 
so  much  confused,  would  be  hushed  up,  and 
parties  would  be  standing  on  the  side  of  granted 
powers,  or  constructive  powers  ;  the  powers 
which  let  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
all  powers  connected  with  it,  were  constructive 
powers,  and  would  let  in  everything,  and  leave 
us  without  a  Constitution  at  all.  He  did  not 
hold  that  the  American  Senate  was  the  place  to 
present  opinions  without  due  consideration,  he 
had  so  considered  this  subject,  and  he  was  em- 
bued  with  the  fact  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  had  created  the  line  which  divided  the 
great  political  parties  in  1791.  The  remarks  of 
a  Senator  from  Virginia,  in  1811,  were  the  foun- 
dation of  what  he  had  said.  He  was  the  son- 
in-law  of  Jefferson.  [Mr.  B.  read  an  extract, 
which  represented  the  division  of  parties  in  '91, 
to  have  taken  place  on  the  question  of  the 
bank.  ] 

The  memorial  was  now  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  the  memorial  of  ci- 
tizens of  the  Northern  Liberties  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  that  the  limits  of  the  port  of  entry 
might  be  extended  farther  northward;  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  gave  notice  that  he  would  to- 
morrow ask  the  Senate  to  consider  the  report  in 
relation  to  the  Rhode   Island  contested  election. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr. 
McKEAN; 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  relief  to  Elizabeth  Landon,  widow  of 
Laben  Landon,  a  revolutionary  soldier  deceas- 
ed. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  resolutions  on  the  table  were  severally 
considered  and  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAYTON, 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  on 
the  Pension  Fund,  was  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Tuesday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elisha  Hall  Bay  and 
others,  was  taken  up  and  read  and  considered, 
and  after  debate,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  alhird  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hiram  H.  Hunter, 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  Governors  of  the 
several  States  to  transmit  free  of  postage,  all 
laws  and  reports  which  may  be  required  by  the 
Executive  of  those  States,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY,  the  Senate  then 
adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
A  number  of  bills  were  reported,  and  read 
twice,  and  committed.  The  resolution  submitted 
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by  Mr.  Mardis  was  taken  up,  and  Mr.  Chilton 
Allen,  of  Kentucky,  continued  his  remarks  until 
nearly  twelve  o'clock,  when,  having  concluded, 
Mr.  Corwix  rose,  and  obtained  possession  of  the 
floor. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Louisiana,  suggested  the 
propriety  of  a  motion  for  suspending  the  rule  of 
the  House  for  the  purpose  of  the  presentation  of 
petitions,  and  commencing,  not  in  the  usual  or- 
der, in  the  North,  but  in  the  South,  at  the  point 
where  the  former  call  for  petitions  terminated. 
He  presented  a  motion  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  CRANE  proposed  a  modification,  so  as  to 
commence  with  the  State  next  to  be  called  on 
the  former  day;  but  this  motion  was  negatived — 
ayes  82,  noes  78 — a  motion  to  suspend  a  rule  re- 
quiring a  vote  of  two-thirds. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  La.,  renewed  the  original 
proposition,  which,  after  a  few  remarks  on  a  point 
of  order,  was  negatived  also. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  which  was 

THE  REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS' 
COMMUTATION  BILL. 

Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  Ky.,  proceeded  with  his 
remarks  in  reply  to  Mr.  Pierce,  of  N.  H.  and 
Mr.  Vanderpoel,  and  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  concluded,  and  Mr.  BAY- 
LIES took  the  floor  for  to-day. 

The  House  then  went  into  the  question  of  the 
removal  of  the  Deposites,  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  Mr.  Har- 
din proceeded  with  his  remarks,  in  opposition, 
until  after  2  o'clock. 


SENATE. 
Friday,  April  4,  1834. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  se. 
cretary. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  a  com- 
munication from  the  Post  Office  Department, 
with  the  names  and  salaries  of  clerks  employ- 
ed in  that  department  in  1833:  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens 
of  Loitisianu,  (names  and  object  unheard,) 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 

Mr.  McKEAN  said,  (.-s  nearly  as  we.  could 
hear  him,)  that  be  had  been  requested  to  lay 
before  the  Senate,  the  proceedings  of  a  puhlic 
meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Centre  county ,  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  present  state 
of  public  affairs.  The  officers  and  committee 
of  the  meeting  were  among  those  whom  they 
denominated  hrm  and  uniform  democrats,  and 
friends  of  the  administration;  and  the  venerable 
Andrew  Gregg,  who  drafted  the  resolutions, 
was  known  to  members  of  the  Senate;  he  had 
been  a  member  of  Congress,  and  always  a 
friend,  to  Mr.  McK.'s  knowledge,  of  President 
Jackson.  Among  other  resolutions,  was  one 
expressing  confidence  in  the  administration, and 
that  there  was  no  reason  to  doubt  the  purity  of 


the  intentions  which  produced  hostile  measures 
against  the  U.  S.  Bank;  but  they  ascribed  to 
Congress  the  power  over  the  revenue,  and 
thought  that  the  management  of  the  public 
money  should  be  designated  by  law;  and  they 
had  requested  their  Senators  and  instructed 
their  Representatives,  to  endeavor  to  have  this 
question  speedily  disposed  of.  He  moved  that 
the  document*  be  read,  printed,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said,  he  rose  to  correct  an 
error  in  the  memorial ,  in  reference  to  what 
had  been  said  in  debate  by  the  Senator  from 
Georgia.  The  memorial  professed  to  regret 
that  no  Senator  had  accepted  of  the  compro- 
mise offered  by  that  Senator.  He  had  never 
proposed  such  a  compromise,  (torecharter  the 
bank  on  certain  conditions,)  in  the  terms  to 
which  they  adverted;  his  remarks  were  not 
made  in  the  spirit  of  compromise;  but  the  hon. 
Senator  did  tell  that  he  never  would  vote  for 
any  bank,  except  on  certain  conditions.  If  Mr. 
C.  was  wrong  the  Senator  could  correct  him. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  he  would  have  a  dread- 
ful task  to  correct  all  the  errors  made  in  me- 
morials; but  the  gentleman  was  entirely  right; 
that  ttiere  was  no  offer  of  a  compromise;  he 
had  only  stated  the  means  necessary  to  secure 
his  vote  to, a  bank;  but  it  was  his  conviction 
that  no  bank  would  be  chartered  now;  perhaps 
never. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  expressed  his  entire  concur- 
rence in  the  Senator's  opinion ,  that  no  bank 
would  obtain  the  concurrence  of  the  two  Hou- 
ses at  this  session. 

The  documents  were  now  referred  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McKEAN  also  presented  the  proceed- 
ings and  resolutions  of  a  meeting  en  the  same 
subject,  in  the  same  county,  and  on  the  same 
day,  opposed  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
and  in  favor  of  their  restoration:  Read,  refer- 
red, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  Senate  then 
took  up  for  consideration  the  report  of  the  mi- 
nority of  the  committee  in  relatioa  to  the 
Rhode  Island  election. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said, when  this  report  was  of- 
fered the  other  day  he  had  been  asked  if  it  was 
responsive  to  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the 
committee;  he  had  replied,  that  it  contained  the 
substantive  views  of  the  minority  and  was  re- 
sponsive to  the  report  of  the  majority.  He  had 
heard  with  great  respect,  the  suggestions  then 
made,  as  to  the  propriety  of  permitting  the  mi- 
nority of  a  committee  to  make  a  report;  he  left 
this  part  of  the  question  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  the  Senate.  In  preparing  this  paper,  he  had 
acted  under  the  belief,  that  it  would  be  ac- 
ceptable to  the  Senate  ;  he  only  asked  now  to 
be  informed, whether  he  had  forfeited  the  assent 
formerly  expressed  with  regard  to  this  report, 
by  the  manner  in  which  he  performed  his  duty ' 
It  was  not  possible  for  him  now  so  to  change  the 
document,  as  to  alter  its  character;  he  might 
avoid  any  allusion,  in  direct  terms,  to  the  report 
of  the  majority  ;  he  might  hold  the  same  argu- 
ments and  maintain  the  same  positions  with  re- 
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gard  to  that  report,  without  distinctly  refen  ing 
to  itj  but  in  substance  the  report  of  the  mino- 
rity would  be  the  same  as  at  present.  The  re- 
port of  the  majority  was  on  the  table,  before 
he  undertook  to  prepare  the  paper  now  before 
the  Senate;  and  he  could  not  affect  to  believe 
that  it  was  not  there.  He  had  acted  in  this  mat- 
ter in  accordance  with  the  practice  of  the  other 
House,  and  with  that  of  the  Legislature  of  his 
own  State.  He  could  not  consider  the  subject 
under  the  consideration  of  the  committee  with- 
out referring  to  the  report  of  the  majority  of  thai 
committee. 

Mr.  CLAY  thought  it  fortunate  that  this  mat- 
ter came  before  the  Senate  in  a  form  which 
would  allow  them  to  dispose  of  it  free  from  the 
influence  of  any  particular  or  party  feeling. 
The  circumstances  of  the  case  were  these  ;  A 
committee  of  five  was  organized  to  consider  the 
subject  of  this  election;  by  the  resignation  of 
one  member,the  committee  was  reduced  to  four; 
three  of  the  four  made  a  report,  and  the  fourth 
who  very  properly  called  himself  a  minority, 
proposed  to  make  a  counter  report,  which, 
whilst  it  contained  the  views  of  the  minority, 
was  also  responsive  to  the  views  of  the  majority. 
Now  this  was  a  question  of  mere  form,  and 
could  be  disposed  of  without  reference  to  the 
great  subject  with  which  it  was  connected;  be- 
cause as  the  minority  consisted  of  only  one  in- 
dividual, the  views  of  that  individual  could  be 
thrown  before  the  people  in  the  shape  of  a 
speech.  It  was  important ,  however,  that  this 
matter  should  be  decided,  in  order  that  some 
rule  might  be  fixed  for  the  future  action  of  the 
Senate.  This  was  the  first  case  of  the  kind 
that  had  ever  occurred.  They  took  up  the 
question,  therefore,  without  precedent,  and  he 
hoped  the  Senate  would  consider  it  with  refer- 
ence to  its  principle.  The  object  of  appoint- 
ing committees  was  the  collection  and  conden- 
sation  of  facts,  so  that  the  Senate  might  have 
the  facts  and  arguments  connected  with  the 
various  subjects  they  were  called  upon  to  con- 
sider brought  before  them  in  a  compendious 
form. 

If,  instead  of  this,  they  were  to  have  cases 
returned  to  them  with  all  the  contradictory, 
complicated,  and  adverse  views  of  the  different 
members  of  tiie  committees,  it  would  be  better 
that  these  cases  should  never  be  referred  at  all. 
What  would  be  the  consequence  of  indulging 
in  this  practice  ?  Why  a  committee  of  seven 
might  be  appointed,  four  of  whom  should  agree 
on  a  report,  whilst  the  minority  of  three  differ- 
ing among  themselves,  might  each  insist  upon 
presenting  separate  counter  reports.  Or  they 
might  have  a  majority  of  a  minority  insisting 
upon  the  presentation  of  a  report  in  opposition 
to  that  of  the  original  majority.  A  case  of  this 
kind,  in  which  tne  individual  members  ©f  the 
minority  had  presented  reports,  accurred  in  his 
own  State.  A  clerk,  who  had  acted  improperly 
in  his  office,  was  under  trial  for  his  conduct — 
the  members  of  the  court  differed  in  the  manner 
above  described,  and  the  result  was,  that  the  in- 
dividual, although  acknowledged  by  all  to  be 
guilty  upon  some  points,  which  merited  expul- 


sion, was  acquitted.  On  principle,  then,  it  was 
better  to  adhere  to  what  had  been  the  practice 
in  this  country  until  lately,  and  what  was  now, 
and  ever  had  been,  the  practice  in  that  country 
from  which  most  of  our  institutions  had  been 
taken. 

In  England,  the  idea  of  permitting  a  minority 
to  make  a  report  had  never  once  been  entertain- 
ed, and  here  the  practice  had  arisen  for  the  first 
time  on  the  occasion  of  the  Seminole  war.  A 
report  of  a  majority  was  made  upon  that  impor- 
tant subject,  and  the  minority  were  also  indulged 
with  an  expression  of  their  sentiments.  This 
circumstance  was  imitated  in  the  other  House, 
and  by  some  of  the  State  Legislatures;  but  all 
parliamentary  practices  was  decidedly  against  it. 
It  did  seem  to  him  that  the  present  was  a  fair  oc- 
casion for  gentlemen  to  concur  in  giving  pre- 
cedent which  would  settle  this  matter  for  the  fu- 
ture. 

With  respect  to  what  the  members  said  about 
what  occurred  the  other  day,  it  was  possible, 
that  the  Senate  would  receive  it,  and  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  gone  to  the  trouble  of  preparing 
the  papers.  He  would  have  done  well  to  have 
made  a  speech  instead  of  a  report.  He  had  it  al- 
ready written  out,  and  would  thereby  save  him- 
self the  trouble  of  correcting  the  reports  by  the 
stenographers.  If  the  report  of  the  minority  were 
to  be  received,  it  might  be  the  means  of  recom- 
mitting the  whole  subject,  and  another  majority 
might  bring  in  another  report.  The  safest  way 
was  to  receive  the  report  of  the  majority  only. 

Mr.  KANE  could  not  understand  how  gentle- 
men could  travel  over  the  same  ground  in  par- 
allel lines  and  come  to  different  results.  If  the 
arguments  of  the  majority  were  to  have  weight, 
and  the  arguments  of  the  minority  were  to  have 
weight,  they  must  both  come  to  the  same  point. 
The  distinction  intended  to  be  drawn  was  be- 
tween the  substantive  reply  of  the  committee  and 
the  opinion  of  the  minority.  The  right  of  this 
distinction  being  preserved,  was  not  procured  by 
the  production  of  the  report  in  the  form  of  a  pub- 
lic speech.  How  did  the  record  act?  The  re- 
cord merely  gave  the  report  of  the  committee . 
It  did  not  say  whose  opinion  it  was,  and  therefore 
did  not  establish  the  right  of  the  minority  to  place 
their  opinion  upon  record.  But  where  was  the 
inconvenience  arising  from  this  practice?  Were 
there  no  practices  bearing  an  analogy  in  co-ordi- 
nate branches  of  government?  A  certain  num- 
ber of  judges  formed  a  quorum.  The  majority 
give  their  judgment,  but  the  minority  give  theirs 
also.  Suppose  the  majority  take  one  view,  and 
the  minority  another;  the  object  of  the  appoint- 
ment was  to  afford  a  convenient  means  to  form 
a  judgment  from  the  several  opinions.  The  Se- 
nate was  entitled  to  the  one  as  well  as  the  other, 
ft  appeared  to  him  that,  in  either  point  of  view, 
the  report  should  be  read. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  would  advise  the  gen- 
tleman to  change  his  proposition.  By  so  doing 
he  would  not  change  the  fact  in  the  slightest 
degree.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Kentuc- 
ky was  desirous  to  avoid  inconvenience.  The 
question  was  a  judicial  one.  Each  party  was 
acting  under  a  certificate,  signed  by  his  Gover- 
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nor,  that  he  was  entitled  to  a  seat.-  He  under-  J  ney  to  print  these  arsuments;  they  might  as 
stood  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  well  receive  a  volume  of  speeches,  and  have  it 
Wright)  to  say,  the  honorable  Senator  from  printed  as  the  documentary  proceedings  of  the 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Rives)  who  was  at  that  time  a  |  Senate.     He  considered  the  report  of  the  corn- 


member  of  the  Committee,  had  agreed  with 
him  in  the  view  which  he  had  taken;  so  that  it 
did  not  come  under  the  denomination  of  a  speech, 
but  was  the  opinion  of  two  members,  who  differ- 
ed from  the  others. 

When  the  subject  was  before  the  Senate  on  a 
former  occasion,  he  wished  tQ  have  the  opinion 
of  the  minority.  He  wished  to  do  justice;  and, 
in  order  to  enable  him  to  do  justice,  he  wished  to 
be  put  in  possession  of  all  the  information  which 
he  could  obtain.  He  believed  that  no  legisla- 
tive body  should  refuse  to  hear  any  thing  that 
could  throw  luht  upon  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration. He  wished  to  hear  the  paper  read, 
and  if  there  was  any  thing  objectionable  in  it, 
let  the  gentleman  take  it  back  and  strike  it  out. 
Mr.  CLAYTON  said,  the  report  had  made 
a  strong  impression  on  his  mind,  and  feeling 
that  he  was  called  upon  to  give  his  vote,  he  felt 
bound  to  hear  that  of  the  minority  also.  If  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  was  right,  and  if  the 
question  discussed  was,  whether  the  Senate 
should  receive  the  report,  under  the  principle 
that  it  was  a  legislative  body,  he  would  be 
bound  to  say  that  the  report  would  not  be  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.  C.  then  related  a  circumstance  of  a  some- 
what similar  nature,  which  occurred  in  1831, 
where  a  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  made  a 
report  on  behalf  of  the  majority  of  the  Commit- 
tee, and  a  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  on  the 
part  of  the  minority.  Both  of  these  reports 
were  received  and  printed.  The  consequence 
was,  that  the  majority  insisted  upon  a  rejoinder, 
which  was  received  and  printed  also.  This  was 
one  of  the  evils  which  arose  from  the  practice. 
If  the  gentleman  would  prepare  his  argument 
he  was  willing  to  hear  it.  He  would  indulge 
the  minority  in  an  exhibition  of  their  views,  and 
he  would  be  happy  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
reading  the  views  of  the  Senator;  but  he  under- 
stood that  the  accompanying  documents  were 
so  voluminous,  as  probably  to  occupy  several 
hundred  pages. 

Mr.  POIND EXTER  said,  when  the  subject 
was  under  consideration  by  the  Committee,  a 
proposition  was  made  to  the  other  parties  to 
hear  their  reasons,  founded  on  the  charter,  and 
the  proceedings  and  laws  of  the  Legislature  of 
Rhode  Island;  but  the  honorable  member,  who 
constitutes  the  minority,  had  referred  to  the 
whole  argument  of  the  report,  and  had  quoted 
number  of  passages.  He  had  also  introduced 
the  documents  on  which  they  acted  in  deciding 
tlie  question.  Suppose  the  committee  had  em- 
ployed a  stenographer,  and  had  taken  down 
the  speeches  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island,  would  they  have  been  consider- 
ed as  a  part  of  the  report?  The  committee  had 
drawn  their  own  conclusions  from  documents, 
according  to  the  v  ews  of  their  own  minds,  and 
the  documents  were  not  laid  before  the  Senate; 
yet  here  theyhad  references  from  A.  to  K.  It 
would  b*  doubtless  a  waste  of  the  public  mo- 


mittee  as  resting;,  not  on  speeches,  but  on  the 
documentary  history  of  the  country,  especially 
of  Rhode  Island.  He  might  receive  aid  from 
luminous  arguments,  but  he  would  not  embody 
parts  of  speeches  in  a  report,  as  was  now  pro- 
posed. He  was  opposed  to  printing  this  paper 
in  extemo,  unless  it  should  be  printed  without 
the  speeches. 

Mr.  P.  objected  to  making  the  proceedings 
of  the  comnvttee  controversial;  if  they  were 
made  so,  the  argument  would  be  before  the  Se- 
nate, instead  of  the  committee.  He  had  found 
all  these  minority  reports,  as  they  were  called, 
to  contain  original  views  on  facts  and  docu- 
ments. He  had  not  noticed  any  instance  of  tak- 
ing up  the  report  of  the  majority  to  show  it  was 
wrong.  If  the  Senator  might  reply  to  the  re- 
port, Mr.  P.  might  do  so  to  him,  and  he  might 
again  reply.  If  it  were  such  a  paper  as  the  Se- 
nator from  Delaware  had  described,  he  would 
receive  it:  but  it  was  no  such  paper.  The  pa- 
per of  Mr.  Dickerson,  on  the  petition  from  Phi- 
ladelphia had  not  the  slightest  reference  to  the 
majority  report,  except  to  say,  that  it  differed 
in  it9  conclusion.  If  this  paper  had  been  such, 
he  would  have  accepted  it  at  once.  He  was 
willing  that  the  gentleman  should  be  indulged 
in  presenting  his  own  conclusions  from  facts,  aa 
the  majority  had  done.  He  thought  it  would 
be  a  bad  and  dangerous  precedent  to  receive 
this  paper,  though  he  would  not  object  to  its 
publication,  so  far  as  he  had  already  mention- 
ed; it  would  be  a  precedent  that  would  lead  to 
incalculable  mischiefs;  even  the  minority  of  the 
minority  might  be  at  liberty  to  reply  to  the  re- 
port of  the  majority.  If  it  should  be  printed, 
he  hoped  the  speeches  would  be  excluded,  for 
he  could  not  conceive  how  they  should  consti- 
tute a  part  of  the  documentary  history  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  asked  whether  it  was  in 
order  to  receive  this  paper,  according  to  par- 
liamentary rules. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  motion  to  receive  was 
in  order. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD'S  difficulty  about  it,  was 
that  the  whole  practice  was  not  according  to 
established  rules.  He  had  not  been  aware  of 
the  example  alluded  to  bv  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey,  at  a  former  session;  but  he  had 
remarked  the  operation  of  this  thing  in  the 
other  House.  He  recollected  very  well  that 
the  bank  commissioners  made  majority  and 
minority  reports,  and  then  a  minority  made  a 
different  report,  so  that  they  had  three  reports 
on  the  same  subject,  and  by  the  same  commit- 
tee. To  him  this  seamed  a  strange  proceeding, 
and  not  in  consistency  at  all  with  parliamentary 
rules  or  proceediugs.  It  still  appeared  so;  and 
in  the  present  case,  if  the  minority  report 
should  be  received,  they  might  receive  as  ma- 
ny papers  as  there  w«re  disent sit  opinions.  Tha 
conclusion  was  clear,  that  on  the  principle  laid 
dwwn  in  Uncase  of  Mr.  DicJwrtoo,  tui»  p»p«. 
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ought  to  be  rejected.  It  was  no  matter  what 
it  was  called,  paper  or  report;  it  was  a  paper 
intended  to  supply  the  place  of  a  report,  and  it 
was  a  report,  whatever  the  name.  The  prac- 
tice would  lead  to  confusion,  and  it  was  not 
needed,  sufficient  light  would  be  obtained  wtih- 
out  admitting  this  species  of  report. 

One  of  the  necessary  consequences  attendant 
upon  this  practice,  would  be  that  that  the  com- 
mittee itself  ought  to  be  permitted  to  answer 
the  report  of  the  minority.  Suppose  then  a 
committee  of  seven  were  appointed,  a  majority 
of  whom' agreed  upon  a  report,  whilst  the  mi- 
nority differed  among  themselves — each  mem- 
ber of  the  minority  entertaining  peculiar  and 
separate  views;  well,  if  these  members  of  the 
minority  were  permitted  to  make  reports,  the 
majority  of  the  committee  must,  or  at  least 
ought,  in  common  justice,  to  be  permitted  to 
make  a  reply.  It  was  better  therefore,  to  ad- 
here to  parliamentary  rule,  and  to  decide  that 
these  papers  could  not  be  received.  If  he 
thought  there  would  be  any  shutting  out  of 
light  by  the  cause  he  recommended — if  he 
thought  the  public  would  be  prevented  from 
getting  at  all  the  facts  of  the  case — he  would 
go  as  far  as  possible  the  other  way.  He  (Mr. 
S.)  and  those  who  thought  with  him  upon  this 
subject.could  have  no  other  interest  on  this  oc- 
casion than  a  desire  to  prevent  confusion. 

Mr.  FORSYTH.said  he  was  afraid  the  attempt 
to  prevent  confusion  would  create  it.  He  did 
not  see  any  difficulty  in  the  reception  by  the 
Senate  of  reports  of  this  kind.  Supposing  the 
Senate  should  refuse  to  receive  them,  what  was 
to  prevent  the  parties  from  having  them  prin- 
ted in  the  journal.  They  had  only  to  propose 
the  reports  as  resolutions.  The  fact  of  the 
question  turned  upon  whether  these  reports 
should  be  printed  in  the  usual  form,  or  in  the 
journal  of  the  Senate.  The  object  desired  was 
thrt  the  minority  should  present  their  views  in 
such  a  form  as  would  enable  any  member  to 
peruse  and  consider  them  in  his  own  chamber. 
He  would  make  a  motion  for  the  purpose  of  ef- 
ectingthis  object;  he  would  move  that  the  re- 
port be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  members. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  was  opposed  to  the  prin- 
ting because  at  least  half  a  dozen  speeches 
were  referred  to  in  the  report.  The  document 
itself  was  a  perfect  novelty.  He  defied  any 
person  to  prove  that  any  paper  had  ever  been 
received  in  reply  to  the  expressed  views  of  the 
majority  of  a  committee.  He  should  be  happy 
to  have  the  views  of  the  Senator  from  New 
York  upon  the  papers  which  had  been  before 
the  committee,  but  if  the  report  which  had  been 
presented  by  the  honorable  Senator  was  recei- 
ved he  (Mr.  P)  would  move  that  the  majority  be 
permitted  to  reply  to  it . 

Mr.  CLAY  approved  of  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Georgia;  if  that  motion  were 
agreed  to,  the  object  of  the  minority  would  be 
attained  and  no  precedent  would  be  established 
in  favor  of  the  reception  of  these  papers  in  fu- 
ture. 

Mr.   WRIGHT  asked  that  the  report  might 


be  readjthinking  it  would  prove  the  best  reply 
to  some  observations  which  had  been  made  du- 
ring the  morning. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said  his  object  in  moving  to 
print  was  to  avoid  the  reading  of  the  memorial. 

Mr.  EENTON  thought  the  Senate  ought  to 
go  as  far  m  this  case  as  precedents  would  carry 
them.  Now  there  were  several  instances  in 
which  papers  of  this  kind  had  been  received. 
After  that  followed  the  report  of  Mr.  Adams, 
which  formed  a  considerable  volume;  and  then 
followed  other  documents.  Mr.  Adams  gave 
documents  in  his  report  to  the  amount  of  fifty 
two  in  number.  To  exemplify  the  facts  Mr.  B. 
referred  to  Document  No.  13,  which  contained 
twenty-four  recitations  of  evidence,  and  to  oth- 
ers which  contained  various  numbers;  and  the 
quantity  of  documental  matter  which  was  print- 
ed with  a  report  of  a  minority,  contained  infin- 
itely more  matter  than  the  original  report.  He 
need  not  go  farther  than  the  inconvenience 
which  would  arise  from  the  system. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  observed  that  if  the  Senate 
were  to  have  reports  of  minorities,  or  papers  in 
lieu  of  them,  he  did  not  see  the  necessity  for 
printing  the  documents  along  with  them.  They 
might  be  referred  to  in  the  Secretary's  office. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said,  the  course  adopted  by 
the  committee  to  arrive  at  the  facts  was,  to  call 
on  the  parties  for  facts,  to  avoid  the  necessity  of 
sending  to  Rhode  Island  for  masses  of  facts. — 
He  here  entered  into  a  description  of  part  of  the 
evidence  in  his  report. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  said,  that  if  the  views  of  the 
hon.  Senator  from  New  York  (Mr.  Wright) 
were  printed,  and  incorporated  with  the  docu- 
ments of  the  Senate,  the  case  would  be  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  if  they  were  received  by 
the  Senate.  He  thought,  the  other  day,  that 
the  precedent  established  went  so  far  as  the  Se- 
nate ought  to  receive  the  views  of  the  minority. 
But  the  gentleman  from  New  York  wished  to 
present  answers  distinctly  to  the  argument  of  the 
majority,  as  he  was  unwilling  to  change  the 
form.  Now  having  the  report  before  him,  he 
replied  to  it,  and  gave  opinions,  perhaps,  only 
held  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  who 
usually  made  out  the  report,  taking  the  leading 
opinions  of  the  majority,  and  of  course  supply- 
ing his  own.  If  each  member  of  a  committee 
were  to  write  a  report,  every  report  would  be 
different.  Then,  if  the  principle  were  estab- 
lished that  each  part  of  a  committee  report,each 
member  of  a  committee  ought  to  have  a  right 
to  say  that  his  views  did  not  bear  that  illustra- 
tration,  and  to  present  another  report.  He 
wished,  if  the  report  were  received  and  printed, 
to  give  the  majority  an  opportunity  of  response. 

Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  being  on  printing, 

Mr.  POINDEXTER.  said,  the  gentlemen  on 
the  committee  made  statements  and  counter 
statements,  both  of  which  might  be  found  on 
the  statute  books  of  Rhode  Island,  and  the 
Senate  might  as  well  print  the  statute  book 
of  Rhode  Island.  He  would  have  no  ob- 
jection against  printing  the  paper  upon  an 
understanding  Hut  the  speeches  were  to  be 
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left  out.  The  question  was,  whether  the 
persons  sending"  Mr.  Robins  werejthe  Legisla- 
ture of  Rhode  Island?  If  not,  they  had  no 
right  to  elect  The  statement  was  intended  to 
decide  who  had  a  right  to  a  seat,  and  who  had 
not. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  objected  against  printing  all 
the  accompanying  documents. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said,  if  the  Senator  from 
Georgia  was  willing,  he  would  modify  his  mo- 
tion so  as  to  exclude  the  printing  of  the  three 
largest  papers,  G,  H,  and  I. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  had  no  objection. 
The  paper  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Mr.  SOUTHARD   presented  the  memorial 
of  Thomas  Tennant  and  others  of  Baltimore — 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mv.  SOUTHARD,  from  the  Naval  Commit- 
tee,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Henry  Witney,  reported  without  a- 
mendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SOUTHARD,  the  same 
Committee  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  Henry  Beverly. 
Mr.  HENDRICKS,  from  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals ,  reported  the  Cumberland 
Road  Bill,  with  amendments. 

RESOLUTIONS. 
The  following  resolutions  were  offered  : 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Claims  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  a  grant  of  land  to  Jean  Baptiste  Janis, 
(appointed  ensign  of  militia  in  1776,  by  Col. 
George  Rogers  Clark ,  under  authority  derived 
from  his  Excellency,  Patrick  Henry,  Governor 
of  Virginia)  who  served  in  the  campaign  at  the 
siege  and  capture  of  Vincennes,  and  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  granting  him  a  pension. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  be  added  to,  and 
form  a  part  of  the  rules  of  the  Senate  : 

As  s»on  as  the  Journal  is  read,  the  President 
shall  call  for  petitions  from  the  members  of  each 
State,  beginning  with  Maine,  and  if.  on  any  day 
the  whole  of  the  States  shall1  not  be  called,  the 
President  shall  begin  the  next  day,  where  he  left 
off  the  previous  day . 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 
The  bill  authorising  the  Governors  of  States, 
to  transmit  public  documents  by  mail  free  ot 
postage,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed  by 
yeas  and  nays,  Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia  only  dis- 
senting. 

Mr.  BIBB,  from  1  he  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  wa9  referred  the  petition  of 
Pierre  Bernard,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  BIBB,  from  the  same  Committee,report- 
ed  a  bill  for  thejelief  of  Joseph  Bogil,  which 
was  read ,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Fillebrown 
jr.,  was  now  taken'up-. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  objected  to  it  on  the  ground 
that  he  would  allow  compensation  for  services 
in  no  office  not  established  by  law. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  explained,  that  the  com- 
pensation for  the  services  jn  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  Board,  had  .been  again 


and  again  inserted  in  the  estimates  of  the  year, 
and  had  therefore  been  sanctioned  by  Con- 
gress; and  the  claim  had  also  been  sanctioned 
by  a  decree  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni-  . 
ted  States.  He  moreover  wished  to  know 
something  of  the  late  treasury  agent,  ("such 
an  agent!") 

After  further  debate,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  TIPTON  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  James 
Orr  and  James  Wallman.  Also  moved  to  take 
up  a  bill  reported  from  the  other  House  for  the 
relief  of  W.  S.  Anderson.  Bill  taken  up,  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr  BIBB  asked  leave  to  withdraw  an  essay 
on  the  currency  by  James  Law.  Leave  grant- 
ed. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  moved  to  take  up  a  bill  reported 
from  the  other  House  for  the  relief  of  John  A. 
Webster.  The  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  WAGGAMAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  presented  the  following  pa- 
pers relating  to  Spanish  grants  in  Louisiana, 
and  asked  their  reference  to  said  committee. 

No.  1.  An  exposition  of  the  Florida  treaty, 
showing  conclusively  that  the  cession  was  of  all 
the  Territory  east  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
known  as  West  Florida,  and  that  the  confirmato- 
ry article  is  co-extensive  with  the  article  of  ces- 
sion, and  which,  by  force  of  the  treaty  itself,  noti- 
fies all  titles  in  the  ceded  Territories,  made  by 
his  Catholic  Majesty,  or  his  lawful  authorities. 

No.  2.  The  construction  given  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  to  the  Florida 
treaty,  shewing  the  extent,  meaning,  and  ob- 
ject of  the  contracting  parties,  and  reversing  a 
prior  decision  declining  the  jurisdiction  of  these 
cases,  on  the  ground  that  the  English  side  of  the 
treaty  imported  contract,  and  referred  itself  for 
its  execution  to  the  Executive  and  Congress. 

No.  3.  Letter  of  the  Chevalier  Facon,  his 
Catholic  Majesty's  minister,  protesting  against 
the  sale  of  the  lands  in  that  part  of  Louisiana 
formerly  West  Florida,  and  enclosing  a  formal 
protest  of  the  claimants!  against  the  President's 
proclamation. 

No.  4.  A  copy  of  the  article  relating  to  the 
limits  of  Louisiana  and  West  Florida,  extracted 
from  the  secret,  treaty  between  France  and 
Spain,of  1762,together  with  the  instruction  of  the 
Spanish  Government  to  negotiate  the  treaty  of 
of  San  Udefonso,  the  construction  of  that  treaty 
by  France  and  Spain — the  project  of  a  treaty 
in  1802,  by  General  Bonaparte,  then  first  consul, 
in  which  he  proposed  to  cede  the  Duchy  of  Par- 
ma, to  be  added  to  the  kingdom  of  Eturia,  in 
Italy,  for  the  infanta  of  Spain,  in  exchange  for 
the  territory  lying  between  the  Mississippi  and 
Perdido,  to  be  added  to  the  colony  of  Louisiana — 
the  rejection  of  the  Spanish  Government  of  the 
proposition — the  letters  of  our  own  minister* 
in  1803  admitting  that  tho  Louisiana  consignee 
did  not  include  any  part  of  West  Florida,  and 
soliciting  the  interposition  of  Franco  to  induce 
the  king  of  Spain  to  cede  the  Floridas. 
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No.  5.  The  treaty  of  San  Ildefonso  never  be- 
fore published  in  this  country. 

No.  6.  Letter  of  Prince  Talleyrand,  in  1804, 
to  Mr.  Monroe,  as  to  the  extent  of  the  Louisiana 
cession. 

No.  7.  Royal  order  of  the  king  of  Spain  for 
the  delivery  of  Louisiana. 

No.  8.  Act  of  delivery  and  acceptance  of  the 
colony  by  the  commissioners  of  France  and 
Spain. 

No.  9.  Proclamation  of  the  Spanish  commis- 
sioners. 

No.  10.  Correspondence  relating:  to  this  sub- 
ject with  the  project  of  a  treaty  in  1817. 

Papers  referred  as  requested,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  No.  4. 

The  bills  authorizing  the  Stale  of  Indiana  to 
Select  other  lands  for  the  construction  of  Michi- 
gan road,  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  r.  ad- 
ing. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Redpepper, 
a  Choctaw  Indian,  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  till  Monday. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
-  The  House  assembled  at  11  o'clock. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  to  the  House  a 
communication  from  the  President  of  the  U.  S., 
which  was  to  the  following  effect. 

Washington,  April,  2,  1834. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  lay  before  Congress  a  communication  from 
the  Governor  of  New  York,  and  a  copy  of  a 
communication  from  the  Governor  of  New  Jer- 
sey,-addressed  to  me  with  a  view  of  obtaining 
the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  agreement,  which 
has  been  entered  into  by  the  States  of  N.  York 
&  N.  Jersey,  to  settle  the  boundary  line  between 
those  States.  The  agreement  and  authentica- 
ted copies  of  the  acts  of  the  Legislatures  of  N. 
York  and  N.  Jersey  relating  to  it,  are  also  trans- 
mitted. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

The  message  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claim.*,  reported  unfavorably  on  the  cas-s 
of  Gates  Hoot,  Vincent  Taylor,  Ahpz  Hayts, 
James  D.  Harding. 

Mr.  McINTIRE,  from  the  Comm'.tte,  report- 
ed unfavorably  on  the  petition  of  Samuel  May, 
of  Boston. 

Mr.  MITCHELL,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions,  reported  unfavora- 
bly on  the  case  of  Wm.  Bayles, 

Said  unfavorable  reports  were  read  and  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  CARR,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill,  for  the  relief  of 
John  McCarrol,  which  was  twice  read  and  com 
mitted. 

Mr.  CHILTON,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
valid Pensions  reported  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of 
Samuel  M.  Asbury,  which  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  CONNOR,  from  the  Committee  appoint- 
ed 90  the  19th  of  December,  to  inquire  into  the 


propriety  of  establishing  Assay  offices,  in  the  I 
gold  region  in  the  Southern  States;  made  a  re-  j 
port  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  establish  Assay  ij 
offices  of  the  United  States  mint  in  the  gold  ij 
districts  of  N.  Carolina,  S.  Carolina,  Georgia  |J 
and  Virginia;  which  bill  was  twice  read  and  ;l| 
committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY, 

The  C(  mmittee  on  Claims  was  discharged  I 
from  the  further  consideration  of  tlje  case  of  i 
Hannah  Hazzard;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHILTON, 

The  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
cases  of  Asa  Davis  and  John  Francisco,  which 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ADAMS,  of  New  York, 

The  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  ofi 
the  case  of  Origin  Eaton;  which  was  laid  on  i| 
the  table;  also,  the  petition  of  Martha  Hay;; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revo-  • 
lutionary 'Pensions. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  ' 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  ; 
a  statement  of  the  amount  of  duties  received 
1833,  the  payment  of  which  would  have  been 
deferred  till  the  year  1834,  had  not  the  system 
of  cash  payments  been  adopted;  also, 

A  letter  from  the  Postmaster- General,  trans- 
mitting a  list  of  persons  employed  as  clerks  in 
the  Post  Office  Department,  in  the  year  1833, 
with  the  salary  allowed  to  each,  which  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Mardis,  on  the  4th  of 
January,  relative  to  the  selection  of  banks,  in 
which  to  deposite  the  public  moneys. 

After  debate,  thereon,  the  hour  elapsed,  and 
the  House  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
special  order  of  the  day,  viz:  the  report  and 
resolutions  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  of  the  4th  of  March. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 
Mr.  McDUFFIEsaid  in  opening  the  debate  on 
this  great  question,I  expressed  the  opinion  that 
the  President  of  the  U.  S.  had  perpetrated  an 
act  of  usurpation  under  circumstances  of  injus- 
tice and  oppression  which  warranted  me  in  say- 
ing that  the  "rights  of  widows  and  orphans  had 
been  trampled  in  the  dust  by  the  foot  of  a  ty- 
rant." The  honorable  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee who  sits  before  me,  (Mr.  Polk,)  and  to 
whose  honorable  bearing,  (said  Mr.  McDuffie) 
I  shall  always  be  proud  to  bear  testimony,  in 
the  reply  which  he  made  on  that  occasion,  was 
pleased  to  complain  that  I  had  made  this  grave 
charge  against  the  President  of  the  U.  S.,  and 
seeming  to  regard  it  as  self-evident,  had  not 
condescended  to  offer  any  argument  to  sustain 
it.  Sir,  I  am  not  disposed  to  deny  that  the  ho- 
norable gentlemar.  had  very  sufficient  grounds 
for  his  criticism,  though  I  confess  myself  utter- 
ly at  a  loss  to  perceive  any  just  grounds  for  his 
complaint,    in  fwled  to  Mtebliab  tije  eu&rge, 
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corresponding  skill,  that  will  compel  him  to  re- 
sume his  original  position,  unless  he  shouM 
again  deem  that « 'discretion  is  the  better  part  of 
valor,"  and  retire  behind  his  entrenchments 
as  he  did  before,  and  under  a  similar  protec- 
tion. But,  sir,  I  ask  pardon  for  using  this  mili- 
tary figure  in  these  "piping  times  of  peace," 
and  especially  under  that  pacific  star,  which 
now  rules  the  ascendant . 

I  shall  now  proceed  to   execute  the  purpose 
already  indicated,  by  attempting  to  supply  the 
deficiency   in   my   former   remarks,  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  was  so 
kind  as  to  point  out.      Sir,  I  have  read  history 
with   some   attention,  and  for  the  last  two  or 
three  years  my  mind  has  been  irresistibly  carri- 
ed by   the   downward  tendency  and  ominous 
signs  of  the  times,  to  those  portions  of  the  his- 
tory of  nations  which  trace  their  progrossin  the 
rapid  descent  from  the  enjoyment  of  free  in- 
stitutions to  the  endurance  of  despotic  forms  of 
government.       And   after  surveying  the  whole 
field  which  history  presents  covered  with  monu- 
mental beacons,  inscribed  with  lessons  of  wis- 
dom— if  nations  would  even  learn  wisdom  from 
experience,   I  venture-   to  make   the  assertion 
that  there  is  no  instance  in   the  history  of  any 
civilized  government  of  modern  times  in  which 
the   progress  of   usurpation    has    been    more 
rapid,  bold,  ingenious,and  successful,  than  it  has 
been  in  these  United  States  for  the  last  fifteen 
months.      Sir,    the  last   of  the  Tarquins  was 
hurled  from  the  throne   of  his  ancestors;  the 
first   of  the   Caesars   was  slain   in   the   Roman 
Senate;  Charles  the  first,  of  England  and  Louis 
the  sixteenth  of  Francej   were   severally  con- 
demned  and  executed;  all  under  the  charge, 
with  different  specifications,  of  having  subvert- 
ed the   fundamental    laws,    and   conspired  to 
usurp  the  supreme  power  of  the   state.      And 
although  the  sentence  by  which  these  enemies 
of  human  liberty  were  doomed  to  expiate  their 
delinquences,  some  of  them  in  their  own  blood, 
— has  been   solemnly  ratified  by  the  impartial 
judgment  of  posterity ;   yet,   sir,  strange  as  it 
mav    sound  to  loyal  ears,  it  is  my  deliberate 
conviction,  that  the  proofs  by  which  the  charge 
of  usurpation  was  established  in  these  memor- 
able instances,  were  not  more  full  and  conclu- 
sive than  the  proofs  which  can  be  now  produc- 
ed to  establish  the  same  charge  against  a  repub- 
lican  President;  who  came  into  power  under  the 
most  solemn  pledges  to  restrain  the  usurping 
tendencies  of  this  Government— to  reclaim  the 
lost  rights  of  the  sovereign  States  of  this  Union, 
and  to  bring  back  the  institutions  of  his  coun- 
try to    the   primitive   standard    of   republican 
economv,  simplicity,  and  purity.     God  forbid, 
sir,  that  I  should  insinuate,  or  be  the  means  of 


either  by  the  facts  or  by  the  argument,  that 
failure  must  have  redounded  to  the  advantage 
of  the  distinguished  personage  against  whom  the 
accusation  was  made.  Be  that  as  it  may,  I  now 
propose  to  supply  this  desideratum  in  my  form- 
er remarks — first  asking  leave  of  the  House  to 
make  a  few  words  in  explanation  of  the  course 
1  then  deemed  it  my  duty  to  pursue. 

Before  I  left  "home  in  the  autumn,  I  saw,  or 
thought  I  saw,  decisive  indications  of  a  design 
on  the  part  of  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  assume  a  position  in  relation  to  the 
source  and  extent  of  its  powers,  utterly  subver- 
sive of  all  the  limitations  of  the  Constitution, 
and 'absolutely  fatal  to  the  public  liberty.  And 
it  was  in  reference  to  this  apprehension,  and 
with  a  view  of  ascertaining  whether  or  not  it 
was  well  founded,  that  my  opening  remarks 
were  designed,  as  nothing  more,  if  I  may  be 
allowed  the  expression,  than  a  skirmishing  at- 
tack of  the  advanced  guard  upon  the  outposts 
of  the  adversary— having  it  in  view  to  compel 
that  adversary  to  come  out  from  his  entrench- 
ments, expose  his  position,  and  form  his  line  of 
battle  in  the  open  field.  And  I  must  be  per- 
mitted to  say,  that,  however  those  remarks  may 
have  failed  in  their  other  purposes,  they  have 
been  eminently  successful  in  this,  their  princi- 
pal design. 

The  honorable  member  from  Tennessee, 
whom,  I  must  be  excused  for  calling  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  forces  of  the  administra- 
tion, in  this  House,  did  come  out,  and  boldly 
and  manfully  assumed  his  position ;  and  whatev- 
er military  critics  may  say  of  the  generalship 
displayed  by  that  honorable  gentleman,  I,  sir, 
for  one,  shall  always  be  ready  to  bear  testimony 
that  the  position  which  he  assumed  was  the  on- 
ly one  he  could  assume  without  leaving  uncov- 
ered the  very  point  which  it  was  his  duty  to  de- 
fend. But  after  having  maintained  that  posi- 
tion with  a  gallantry  and  skill,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  worthy  of  a  better  cause,  he  found 
himself  driven  back,  his  line  broken,  and  his 
forces  disorganized.  Under  these  circumstan- 
ces, prudently  availing  himself  of  a  signal  of  a 
retreat  sounded  from  Pennsylvania,  he  retired 
very  quietly  behind  his  entrenchments,  under 
cover  of  the  previous  question ,  to  try,  no  doubt, 
"what  reinforcement  could  be  gained  from  hope, 
if  not,  what  resolution  from  despair." 

And  now,  sir,  having  rallied  and  re-organized 
his  broken  forces,  repaired  his  broken  armour, 
and  obtained  such  additional  supplies  of  ammu- 
nition and  of  arms  as  could  be  procured  from 
his  magazines  and  arsenals,  he  has  again  come 
out  into  the  open  field, — but  not,  be  it  remark- 
ed, to  resume  the  position  he  was  compelled  to 
abandon--but  to   form  an  entirely  new  line  of 

battle,  upon  totally  cliff  rent  ground,  artfully  i  inducing  any  one  to  suppose, 
interposing  what  he  no  doubt  deems  an  impas- !  dent  of  the  United  States  should  encounter 
sible  obstacle.-the  Bank  of  the  United  States, !  the  fate  of  th-,se  whose  pernicious  exam- 
beiween  the  President  of  th^  United  States,  ,  pie  he  has  but  too  closely  followed!  On  the 
and  the  offended  majesty  ef  the  Constitution  contrary,  I  feel  most  profoundly  g™t«ul  w 
and  the  laws.  Providence  for  having  cast  my  humble  des- 

But  my  honorable  friend  from  Georgia  (Mr.  tiny  under  a  milder  and  more  auspicious  dis- 
Wilde)  has  met  the  tactics  of  the  honorable  pensation,  where  even  the  awful  judgment  oi 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  with  a  movement  of  I  the  people,  pronounced  in  the  last  resort  against 


that  the  Presi- 
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usurpation  and  tyranny,  is  neither  conceived  in 
vengeance  nor  recorded  in  the  blood  of  the 
usurper  and  the  tyrant.  No  s  r,  no,  Mr.  Speaker! 
whatever  the  President  may  have  done — and 
God  knows  no  man  living  has  done  more  to  im- 
pair the  sacred  guarantees  provided  by  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  laws  for  the  security  of  tbe 
life,  liberty,  character,  and  properly  of  every 
citizen  of  this  great  republic — from  the  highest 
functionary  who  wears  the  honors  to  the  hum- 
blest individual  who  breathes  the  air  of  his  coun- 
try; however  in  the  administration  of  his  sum- 
mary and  vindictive  justice  to  others,  he  may 
have  trampled  on  the  consecrated  forms  of  ju- 
dicial proceeding,  and  particularly  that  most 
consecrated  of  them  all,  the  trial  by  jury;  I  trust 
that  neither  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
nor  their  representatives, will  for  a  moment  in- 
dulge the  idea  of  giving  countenance  to  his  vio- 
lence and  outrage,  by  following  his  example. 

I  must  here,  Mr.  Speaker,  be  permitted  to 
say  a  few  words  on  a  subject  which  has  given 
me  unaffected  pain.  I  allude,  sir,  to  the  publi- 
cation in  tbe  official  journal,  and  evidently  by 
the  authority  of  the  Chief  Magistrate,  of  certain 
anonymous  letters,  purporting  to  convey  to 
that  distinguished  officer  threats  of  assassina- 
tion. Mr.  Speaker,  you  are  aware  of  tbe  con- 
trivance by  which  the  first  tyrant  of  Athens  sub- 
verted the  institutions  of  her  greatest  lawgiver. 
He  inflicted  a  wound  upon  his  own  body,  rush- 
ed into  the  market  place  covered  with  blood, 
exclaiming  to  the  populace  whom  he  sedulously 
courted,  "Behold  the  wounds  I  have  received 
in  the  cause  of  the  people,  by  the  hands  of  as- 
sassins urged  on  by  the  aristocracy."  Upon 
this  he  solicited  and  obtained  a  body  guard,  and 
from  that  day  the  throne  of  Pisistratus  was  erec- 
ted upon  the  ruins  of  the  republic  of  Solon. 

But,  sir,  if  there  is  one  man  living  more  inca- 
pable than  any  other,  of  suspecting  the  Presi- 
dent of  having  any  participation  in  any  such  a 
nefarious  design.  I  am  that  man.  But  I  feel 
bound  to  say,  with  equal  distinctness,  that  I  be- 
lieve there  are  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
heartless  and  mercenary  wretches,  who  feel 
that  they  can  bask  only  in  the  sunshine  of  ex- 
ecutive favor,  and  fatten  on  the  spoils  of  the 
people,  who  are  capable  not  only  of  this  con- 
trivance, but  of  any  other  they  miy  deem  ne- 
cessary to  perpetuate  that  political  dynasty, 
in  which  all  their  hopes  are  centered,  and  for 
the  perpetuation  of  which,  we  have  the  most 
visible  and  portentous  signs,  that  a  desperate 
struggle  will  be  made,  in  which  no  means  will 
be  regarded  as  unlawful.  There  is  another  in- 
terpretation, of  which  these  leiters  are  suscep- 
tible,  and  upon  this  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to 
express  an  opinion  equally  as  decided,  as  that 
already  expressed.  No  man  supposes  that  ei- 
ther of  these  letters  indicate  a  design  on  the 
part  of  the  writer  to  carry  the  threat  it  contains 
into  execution.  But  it  is  possible,  and  barely 
possible,  that  some  misguided  man  under  the 
influence  of  those  passions  which  have  been 
excited  by  public  suffering  and  distress,  may 
have  supposed  that  by  writing  such  a  letter, 
the  President  might  be  alarmed  for  his  persou- 


al  safety,  and  induced,  under  the  influence  of 
that  alarm,  to  change  his  political  course.  If 
they  were  written  even  with  such  a  design  as 
this,  they  deserve  a  reprobation  inferior  only 
to  that  which  they  should  receive,  supposing 
them  to  be  written  with  the  design  I  have  be- 
fore suggested.  The  idea  of  assassination  is  so 
absolutely  abhorrent  to  all  the  feelings,  the 
christian  feelings  of  modern  times,  and  of  such 
pernicious  tendency,  that  I  feel  it  to  be  my 
duty,  thus  unequivocally  to  express  my  utter 
abhorrence  to  every  proceeding  that  may  have 
the  remotest  tendency  to  suggest  the  idea  of 
assassinating  the  Chief  Magistrate.  Such  a 
course  is  not  only  obnoxious  to  the  abhorrence 
of  every  honorable  man,  from  its  moral  atroci- 
ty, but  from  its  political  tendency.  Every  man 
who  will  attentively  read  the  history  of  Revo- 
lutionary France,  will  be  satisfied  that  the  pro- 
jectors of  the  infernal  machine,  more  than  all 
his  own  partizans,  civil  and  military,  contribut- 
ed to  elevate  Napoleon  Buonaparte  from  the 
chair  of  the  consulate  to  the  trrrone  of  the  em- 
pire. I  will  make  cne  concluding  remark  on 
the  subject;  God  forbid  that  it  should  be  pro- 
phetic; and  it  is  that  if  in  the  midst  of  a  violent 
political  excitement,  it  ever  should  occur  that 
a  President  of  the  United  States  should  be  as- 
sassinated, he  will  be  the  last  constitutional 
President,  and  his  blood  will  cement  the  despo- 
tic throne  of  his  successor.  Then,  sir,  let  the 
President  have  a  fair,  and,  if  possible,  a  dispas- 
sionate and  impartial  trial.  He  stands  arraign- 
ed before  the  great  tribunal  of  the  people  df 
the  United  States,  who  are  now  sitting  in  judg- 
ment upon  his  official  conduct.  A  tribunal, 
fro  n  which  I  am  sure  he  will  not  appeal, 
as  he  has  always  been  prompt  to  appeal  from 
every  other  tribunal  to  that  of  the  people. 
Before  that  tribunal  he  stands  charged,  that 
moved  and  seduced  by  wicked,  corrupt,  and 
mercenary,  counsellors,  without  having  a  pro- 
per regard  to  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  be- 
fore his  eyes,  he  has  unconstitutionally  assum- 
ed powers  which  belong  to  the  other  Depart- 
ments of  the  Government;  that  he  has  openly 
contemned  the  authority  of  the  Legislature, 
thrust  aside  the  judiciary  power,  and  usurp- 
ed the  seat  of  jadgment,  and  pursued  a 
reckless  course  of  usurpation,  whatever  be  its 
design,  having  a  fatal  and  certain  tendency  to 
subvert  this  great  fabric  of  constitutional  liber- 
ty, and  to  establish  on  its  broken  fragments 
that  great  political  paradox,  now  for  the  first 
time  exhibited  to  the  world,  a  constitutional 

DESPOTISM. 

I  shall  proceed  in  due  form,  to  adduce  the 
evidence  by  which  I  think  the  charge  will  be 
fully  sustained  ;  but  as  I  came  to  the  House 
without  any  expectation  of  speaking  to-day, 
the  House  must  excuse  the  delay  which  imy 
occur  in  selecting  from  an  undigested  inais,  th 
extracts  which  I  shall  have  occasion  to  present. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  said  that  I  saw  indica- 
tions of  a  design  on  the  part  of  the  Executive 
Department,  to  assume  an  alarming  position  in 
relation  to  the  source  and  the  extent  of  its 
powers.    But  before  I  produce  the  evidence  by 
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which  I  shall  attempt  to  establish  the  existence  j  ous  position  is,  which  is  now,  for  the  first  time, 
of  this  design,  I  desire  to  make  one  or  two  gen-  assumed  by  the  Executive  as  to  the  source  and' 
eralremarks,relative  to  the  history  and  theory  of  j  extent  of  its   power.     In    the   official    journal 


the  executive  branch  of  this  Government 

It  is  an  extraordinary  and  singular  fact,  that 
although  we  have  investigated  and  analyzed 
with  the  utmost  care,  and  fixed  with  the  great- 
est precision,  the  extent  and  boundaries  of  the 
Legislative  branch  of  the  Government,  an  oc- 
casion has  never  occurred  since  the  first  organ- 
ization of  the  federal  system,in  which  the  preten- 
sions of  the  Executive  have  been  of  such  a 
character  as  to  render  it  important  to  explore 
the  sources  and  fix  the  limitation  of  the  power 
of  the  Chief  Executive  Magistrate.  I  believe 
it  is  in  the  order  of  Providence,  that  nations 
should  be,  in  some  degree,  indemified  for  the 
evils  of  mis-government,  by  the  establishment  of 
good  precedents;  as  on  the  other  hand,  virtuous 
and  unpretending  rulers.often  give  rise  to  dan- 
gerous precedents. 

It  was  in  the  reign  of  the  basest  of  the  Eng- 
lish monarchs,  that  Magna  Charta,  the  great 
palladium  of  English  liberty,  was  established. 
It  was  in  the  reign  of  the  most  profligate  and 
tyrannical  of  the  Stuarts  that  the  great  privi- 
lege of  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  was  establish- 
ed; and  I  hope  I  may  say,  in  the  spirit  of  pro- 
phesy, that  it  will  be  in  the  administration  of  one 
of  the  most  self  willed  and  dictatorial  Presidents 
this  country  has  ever  had, that  the  foundations  of 
the  executive  power  will  be,  for  the  first  time, 
thoroughly  investigated,  and  its  limitations  dis- 
tincly  marked  out. 

It  is  worthy  of  particular  notice,  as  a  matter 
of  curious  speculation,  and  I  do  not  mention  it 
with  any  purpose  of  disparagement,  that  so  lit- 
tle have  we  been  accustomed  to  analyze  the 
theory  of  the  executive  power, that  the  present 
discussion  has  exhibited,  in  some  instances,  as 
muc  h  undigested  crudity  of  conception  on  this 
subject,  as  we  might  expect  to  witness  in  a  so- 
ciety of  school  boys,  in  their  Sophomore  year, 
in  any  of  our  respectable  colleges. 

The  very  first  step  in  the  argument  of  gentle- 
men on  this  floor,  is  a  proposition  so  monstrous 
and  extravagant,  that,  if  it  were  not  for  the  respect 
1  feel  for  the  source  of  it,  I  should  pronounce  it 
to  be  out  of  the  pale*  of  reason,  and  unfit  to  be 
gravely  met  and  refuted  by  argument. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  show  what  that  danger- 


published  a  short  time  after  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  We  have  the  following  exposition  on 
the  subject,  promulgated  by  authority  and  ex 
cathedra,  a3  the  doctrine  of  this  administration. 
After  referring  to  the  clause  of  the  Constitution 
which  declares  that  "the  executive  power  shall 
be  vested  in  a  President,"  and  the  clause  of  the 
bank  charter  which  provides  for  depositing  the 
public  treasure  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
the  editor  proceeds-.—  "Is  the  power  to  remove 
the  deposites  here  spoken  of,  a  legislative  power? 
Certainly  not.  If  it  were  it  would  be  unconstitu- 
tional for  Congress  to  vest  it  in  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  I3  it  judicial  ?  Not  at  all.  Is  it  an 
executive  power?  Most  palpably  it  is.  Well,  all 
the  executive  power  is,by  the  Constitution,  vested 
in  the  President.  If  this  provision  of  the  bank 
charter  vests  it  in  he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
otherwise  than  the  agent  of  the  Executive,  it  is 
clearly  unconstitutional.  Congress  cannot  vest 
executive  poioer  in  any  other  depository  than  "the 
President  of  the  United  States  of  Jlmerica ! .'" 

Now,  sir,  to  show  that  this  was  not  a  mere 
occasional  opinion,  but  one  which  has  been  de- 
liberately adopted  as  the  tru«;  catholic  exposi- 
tion of  executive  power,  by  the  present  admin- 
istration, throughout  all  its  branches  and  organs, 
I  beg  leave  to  pursue  the  train  of  evidence  a 
little  further.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
asserts  the  same  doctrine  in  the  following  words: 
"For,says  the  Constitution,  "the  executive  pow- 
er shall  be  vested  in  a  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America  ?"  The  whole  executive  power 
is  here  vested  in  the  President ;  and  by  another 
clause  of  the  Constitution,  it  is  made  the  duty  of 
the  President  to  "see  that  the  laws  are  faithful- 
ly executed."  And  the  gentleman  says  in  ano- 
ther place :  "but  the  President,  I  affirm,  is  bound 
to  see  that  all  the  laws  are  executed,  and  he 
cannot  execute  them  but  as  he  understands 
them.''  The  gentleman  finally  adds,  "Congress, 
it  will  not  be  pretended,  has  any  power  to  ap- 
point the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  nor  any 
power  to  remove  him  from  office,  if  his  conduct 
shall  not  please  them  ;  nor  would  they  possess  any 
such  poioer  even  if  they  had  passed  a  law  confer- 
ring it  on  themselves .'" 
Now,  sir,  that  there  may  be  no  doubt  that 
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this  is  the  doctrine  of  the  administration,  I  wil 
produce  another  link  in  the  chain  of  testimony, 
which  carries  it  one  leap  further  than  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  ventured  to  take,  and 
furnishes  us  with  the  canon  interpretation 
by  which  this  extraordinary  doctrine  is  to  be 
applied  to,  in  all  emergencies.  The  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Beardsley,) 
who  occupies  the  same  intimate  relation,  per- 
sonal and  political,  to  the  second  officer  of  the 
Government,  which  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nesssee  does  to  the  first,  made  use  of  the  fol- 
lowing words  to  convey  his  notion  of  the  same 
doctrine  of  Executive  power:  "Three  de- 
partments of  Government,and  no  more,  are  con- 
templated by  the  Constitution,  legislative,  ex- 
ecutive,  judicial.  In  these,  collectively,  all 
the  constitutional  powers  of  this  Government 
are  deposited."  We  have  seen  that  the  power 
in  question  can  be  neither  legislative  nor  judi- 
cialjit  must,  therefore,  be  executive  in  itschar- 
acter,  and  devolve  on  that  department  for  its 
execution.  Where  then,  sir,  is  the  executive 
power  lodged.'  The  Constitution  gives  aready 
and  emphatic  answer  to  this  question.  "The 
executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  President 
of  the  United  States  of  America.  Not  any  part 
or  proportion  of  it,  but  the  entire  mass— the 
whole  vests  in  that  high  functionary." 

The  gentleman  then  goes  on,  and  with  the 
most  felicitous  confusion  of  ideas,  as  I  must  be 
permitted  to  say,  combines  in  the  same  sen- 
tence, as  if  they  were  identical,  two  proposi- 
tions, as  different  from  each  other  as  light  is 
jrom  darkness.  The  following  are  his  words: 
"I  cannot,  therefore,  regard  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  as  the  agent  of  Congress,  as  has 
een  asserted,  in  directing  this  removal.  Con- 
gress, cannot  delegate  its  power  ;  cannot 
-institute  an  agency  for  any  such  purpose." 
There  cannot  be  a  more  self  evident  truism 
iian  the  first  branch  of  this  latter  sentence,  nor  a 
note  rediculous  political  solicism  than  the  sec- 
ond; and  yet  the  gentleman  evidently  regards 
em  ns  synonymous.  But  of  this  hereafter. 
In  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  in  a 
speech  delivered  by  a  gentleman  who  is  no  lon- 
ger a  member  of  that  body,  the  same  doctrine 
was  promulgated,  &  subsequently  ratified  by  the 
official  journal  as  a  true  exposition  of  the  views 
of  the  administration  with  regard  to  the  extent 
of  its  powers. 

Such  are  the  proofs  I  adduce  to  show  the  po- 
litical doctrines  by  which  the  executive  branch 
of  the  Government,  has  deliberately  and  advis- 
edly defended  the  act  of  seizing  upon  the  pub- 
lic treasure;  doctrines,  in  my  opinion,  infinite- 
ly more  pernicious  and  alarming  than  the  act  of 
usurpation,  they  are  brought  forward  to  de- 
fend; and  which  blot  out  from  the  Constitution- 
al chart,  all  the  other  departments  of  the  Go- 
vernment, leaving  the  President  sole  monarch 
of  the  system. 

In  the  first  place  it  is  affirmed,  that  the  Pre- 
sident derives  his  power  from  that  clause  of  the 
Constitution  which  declares  that  "the  Execu- 
tive power  shall  be  vested  in  a  President  of  the 
U.  S.  of  America," 


Now,  sir,  you  will  be  a  little  surprised,  per 
haps,  when  I  inform  you  that  this  clause,  so 
far  from  conferring  all  executive  power  upon 
the  Chief  Magistrate,  does  not  confer  upon 
him  a  single  particle  of  power,  of  any  descrip- 
tion whatever. 

A  more  monstrous  and  revolting  heresy  ne- 
ver was  advanced  by  any  political  party,  than 
that  this  clause,  which  was  designed  for  no 
other  purpose  than  to  designate  the  tit|e  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  republic,  should  be  con- 
strued into  an  unlimited  grant  of  executive 
power:  for  if  it  be  a  grant  at  all,  it  is  a  grant 
without  limitation. 

"  The  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a 
President!"  What  executive  power,  I  beg  to 
known?  The  executive  power  of  France  or 
of  England,  of  Russia  or  of  Turkey?  Why,  sir, 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  answers,  with 
the  most  insinuating  simplicity  and  unpretend- 
ing modesty,  "all  executive  power."  This  is 
the  utmost  that  he  claims.  The  very  head 
and  front  of  his  presentation  hath  this  extent, 
no  more. 

And  it  is  thus,  that  by  the  potent  magic 
of  this  new  doctrine  of  construction,  throwing 
the  "general  welfare"  doctrine,  quite  into  the 
shade,  a  clause  of  the  Constitution,  which  the 
venerable  simplicity  of  our"  forefathers  suppos- 
ed to  be  nothing  more  than  a  mere  title  of  of- 
fice, is  converted  into  a  grant  of  executive 
power  unknown  to  any  monarchy  on  earth;  for 
there  is  no  potentate  in  the  world,  of  whom  we 
may  not  say  there  is  some  executive  power  he 
does  not  possess.  The  disciples  of  this  new 
school  of  constructive  executive  power,  are 
not  satisfied  that  the  President  should  be  in- 
vested with  such  executive  powers  only  as  are 
contained  in  the  express  grants  of  the  consti- 
tution, or  as  may  be  the  necessary  means  of 
executing  the  powers  thus  granted;  they  will 
not  consent  that  the  executive  power  shall  be 
limited  down  by  the  saluta.  y  rule  which  all 
parties  have  concurred  in  applying  to  the  legis- 
lative power.  Oh  no,  sir,  we  may  not  presume 
to  say  to  that  august  functionary,  who  in  the 
capricious  use  of  the  veto  po>>  er,  has  so  often 
said  to  us,  "show  us  your  specific  grant  for 
the  power  in  question."  His  power  must  ex- 
tend to  the  utmost  verge  of  tne  horizon  of  ex- 
ecutive power,  with  no  limitation  but  that 
which  results  from  the  nature  and  character  of 
executive  power.  Are  not  the  gentlemen  a- 
ware  that  all  political  power,  when  brought  in- 
to action,  "is  executive  in  its  character?"  Do 
they  not  know,  that  free  institutions  have  ne- 
ver been  subverted  by  any  other  than  executive 
power,  whether  wielded  by  a  Bump  Parlia- 
ment or  by  a  single  usurper?  When  Cromwell 
dispersed  that  Parliament,  and  Napoleon  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies,  did  they  not  exercise 
powers  which  were  "executive  in  their  charac- 
ter?" Where,  then,  is  the  limit  of  the  execu- 
tive power  under  this  extraordinary  theory?  As 
well  might  Congress  claim  ^he  power  to  conso- 
lidate the  sovereign  StUes  of  this  confederacy 
into  one  vast  empire,  by  an  act  of  legislation, 
because  "the  legislative  power"  is  vested  in 


April  4.] 


REGISTER  OP  DEBATES. 


355 


Congress;  as  to  contend  for  this,unlimited  ex- 
tent of  executive  power  upon  similar  grounds. 
But  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Beardsley)  affords  us  the  consolation  of  be- 
lieving, that  if  we  are  to  be  thus  juggled  out 
of  our  liberties,  it  will  be  done  according  to 
the  most  approved  rules  of  the  art  of  usurpa- 
tion, and  with  all  the  forms  and  solemnities  of 
executive  logic. 

That  gentleman  has  favored  us  with  a  syllo- 
gism, which,in  the  hands  of  that  great  expoun- 
der of  constitutional  charters,  the  President  of 
the  United   States,  will  always  enable  him  to 
come  to  just  such  conclusions  in  regard  to  any 
disputed  power  he  may  desire  to  exercise,  as 
shall  suit  his  own  purposes,  or  as  Cromwell  used 
to  express  it,  as  he  shall  "deem  to  be  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  people."     It  is  true,  sir,  that  this 
potent  syllogism  of  Executive  assumption,  is  not 
original  with  the  gentleman  from  New  York.    I 
saw  it  in  a  well  written  essay  in  the  Richmond 
Enquirer,  evidently  from  the  pen  of  no  ordinary 
man,  and  showing  by  a  chain  of  coincidences,  a 
general  concert  on  the  part  of  the  "republican 
party,"  to  raise  the  Chief  Magistrate  above  all 
constitutional  restrictions.   But  to  the  syllogism . 
The  gentleman  says  that  we  must  first  inquire 
•whether  or  no  a  contested  power  is  legislative? 
If  it  be  not,  then  whether  it  is  judicial?     If  the 
answer  be  still  in  the  negative,  then  it  follows, 
as  a  necessary  consequence,  that  the  power  is 
"executive  in  its  character,"  and  of  course  be- 
longs to  the  President.  And  thus  the  President 
of  the  United  States  claims  power  under  ihe 
Constitution  as  if  it  were  the  will  of  a  dead  man 
and  himself  the  heir  at  law.     The  other  depart- 
ments are  mere  specific  legatees  and   devisees, 
and  after  they  have  been  paid  off;  the  whole 
residuary  mass  of  the  estate  goes  to  the  Presi- 
dent either  as  residuary  legatee  or  heir  at  law  ! 
But,  sir,  there  is  a  grave  preliminary   question 
to  be  settled  before  the  estate  can  be  distribut- 
ed.    Did  it  occur  to  the  hon.  member  to  inquire 
what  judge  was  to  decide   any  contest  which 
might  arise  among  the  parties  to   this  singular 
distribution  ?   Has  he  forgotten  that  by  claiming 
for  the  President  the  right  of  substituting  his 
judgment,  for  that  of  all  the  executive  officers, 
and  of  "executing  the  laws  as  he  understands 
them,"  he  had  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  heir  at 
law  to  claim  the  whole  estate,   and  then  very 
impartially  pronounce  judgment  upon  his  own 
pretensions? 

Sir,  if  these  are  the  functions  of  the  Execu- 
tive Magistrate ,  well  may  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  inform  us  that  they  require  "deep 
reflection  and  profound  judgment."  Placed  in 
the  judgment  seat,  the  final  arbiter  on  all  con- 
flicts for  power  with  the  other  departments,  he 
assigns  to  the  legislative  department  its  appro- 
priate limits,  and  makes  his  own  sovereign  will 
the  measure  and  the  limit  of  his  own  power. — 
I  will  not  permit  this  monstrous  pretension 
to  pass  from  me  till  I  have  given  it  a  thorough 
investigation,  and  fully  exposed  its  enormity.  It 
is  a  curious  fact  in  our  political  history,  that  a 
party  should  have  risen  up,  pretending  to  ex- 
clusive republicanism,  and  at  the  same  time 


claiming  for  their  Chief  Magistrate  an  illimitable 
extent  of  power,  from  a  clause  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  obviously  conveys  no  power  at  all! 
What,  sir,  are  we  blind?  Are  we  so  dazzled  by 
the  glare  which  surrounds  the  pageant  we  have 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  as  to  be 
absolutely  deprived  of  intellectual  vision? 

If  gentlemen  will  but  step  out  of  the  magic 
circle  of  this  federal  executive,  and  look  into 
the  constitutions  of  the  States,  they  will  per- 
ceive, th»t  these  cabalistic  words,  "the  Execu- 
tive power  shall  be  vested  in  a  Governor,"  are 
to  be  found  in  almost  every  State  constitution, 
though  no  one  ever  dreamed  that  they  convey- 
ed any  power.     These  words  are  in  the  consti- 
tution of  Virginia,  where  the  Governor  makes 
very  few  appointments,  and  in  that  of  South 
Carolina,  where  the   Governor  has   no  power 
either  to  make  any  appointment  or  dismiss  a  sin- 
gle incumbent  from  office.     The  constitution  of 
that  State,  also  contains  these  other  talismanac 
words,  which  are  held  to  dissolve  all  the  barri- 
ers of  executive  power,  "he  shall  see  that  the 
laws  are  faithfully  executed,  in  mercy,"— yes, 
sir,  mercy,  the  glorious  prerogative  of  a  consti- 
tutional Chief  Magistrate,  not  vengeance,  the 
odious  attribute  of  an  unconstitutional  usurper. 
But  to  return  to  another  of  the  propositions  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York.      "We  have 
seen,  says*he,  that  the  legislative  and  judicial 
powers  are  alike  incapable  of  alienation,  and  of 
being  exerted  through  intervention  of  agents.  Not 
so  with  the  executive  power,  vested  and  remain- 
ing in  a  single  magistrate!  it  may, nevertheless  be 
called  into  action  by  the  agency  of  subordinate 
individuals."     Sir,  there  is  no  political  propo- 
sition more  self-evident  than  that  Congress  can- 
not delegate  its  powers;  that  is,  it  cannot  au- 
thorize any  other  set  of  functionaries  to  make 
laws.      But  where,   I  pray,   in  what  political 
school,  did  the  gentleman  learn,  that  because 
Congress  cannot  make  a  sub-delegation  of  its 
powers,  it  cannot,  therefore,  "constitute  agen- 
cies" to  execute  the  laws  which  the  Constitu- 
tion has  authorized  it  to  enact?    What,  sir!  are 
we  school-boys  in  the  first  form,  to  stand  here 
and  gravely  argue  such  a  question  as  this?    It 
is  the  very  end,  the  appropriate  and  exclusive 
faculty    of  the  legislative  power,     to    create 
agencies  for  executing  its  will.     What  is  the 
whole  of  that  vast  executive  machinery  by  which 
the  operations  of  this  Government  are  carried 
on,  but  such  an  agency'     And  yet  we  are  told 
that  Congress  cannot  create  an  agency,  and  this 
doctrine  is  laid  down  as  the  platform  on  which 
is  to  be  erected  the  overshadowing  structure 
of  an  absolute  power  in  the  Chief  Magistrate. 
Let  us  examine  the  principle  which  is  involved 
in  this  extraordinary  doctrine.     Where  did  it 
originate  and  to  what  catastrophe  does  it  tend? 
The  great  principle  which  lies  at  the  bottom  of 
this  theory,  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  that 
principle  of  feudal  despotism,  which  ascribed 
to  the  Lord  Paramount,  as  his  property ,  not 
only  all  the  lands,  but  all  the  powers,  and  offi- 
ces and  honors  of  the  kingdom,   to  be  grant- 
ed out  by  royal  charters,  at  his  sovereign  will 
and  pleasur*.    All  the  executive  power,  "vest- 
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ed  and  remaining  in  a  single  magistrate  but  may 
be  failed  into  action  by  the  agency  of  subordi- 
nate individuals."  I  beseech  you,  sir,  to  con- 
sider the  consequences  of  this  doctrine  if  car- 
ed out. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  is  endow- 
ed not  only  with  his  own  appropriate  power.that 
of  the  Chief  Executive  Magistrate,  sitting  in 
the  highest  seat  of  authority,  and  waiving  his 
own  sceptre;  but  he  claims  a  propriatory  right 
to  the  powers,  exercised  by  all  the  other  Ex- 
ecutive officers  of  this  mighty  system  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest,  in  all  its  ramifications 
and  dependencies.  Yes,  sir,  the  forty  thou- 
sand agents  who  constitute  this  system,  do  not 
exercise  their  own  powers,  in  obedience  to  the 
will  of  the  law-making  power  and  in  trust  for 
the  people,  but  they  exercise  the  powers  of 
the  President,  in  trust  for  the  party,  and  in 
obedience  to  the  will  of  their  sovereign  lord  and 
master!  Is  it  not  so,  sir?  What  a  monster, 
destitute  of  form  and  comeliness  do  you  thus 
make  of  the  President.  You  concentrate  in 
him  all  that  is  odious  in  history  and  monstrous 
in  fable.  You  make  him  a  Hydra  with  fifty 
thousand,  heads,  and  a  Briareus  with  a  hundred 
thousand  hands.  I  must  invite  the  attention  of 
the  House,  particularly,  to  the  idolatrous  strain 
in  which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  speaks 
of  the  theoretical  omnipotence  of  the  Presi- 
dent, while  he  admits,  in  a  tone  of  lamentation, 
as  if  he  regretted  the  dispensation  of  Providence, 
that  the  physical  faculties  of  "that  high  func- 
tionary" are  in  their  nature  limited. 

"Upon  the  President  devolves  the  high  duty 
of  seeing  that  all  the  laws  of  every  description', 
and  in  every  part  of  the  country  are  faith- 
fully executed.  Such  is  the  nature  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive trust,  such  the  plain  terms  of  the  Con- 
stitution. Were  the  human  faculties  equal  to 
the  task,  the  whole  Executive  power  might  be 
executed  by  one  man.  But  this  is  impossible. 
No  man  singly  and  alone  is  capable  of  these 
things." 

What  a  melancholy  reflection!  that  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  who  is  thus  shown 
to  be  constitutionally  omnipotent,  should  not 
have  been  endowed  with  the  attribute  of  ubiqu- 
ity!! Is  there  no  "fond  idolater"  who  will  sup- 
ply  this  desideratum  in  the  dispensation  of 
Providence,  and  by  some  combination  of  ma- 
chinery and  steam,  complete  the  living  apoth- 
eosis of  an  omnipotent  President,  by  adding 
the  faculty  of  omnipresence? 

Sir,  there  is  something  alarming  in  the  appa- 
rent and  undisguised  idolatry  of  these  political 
doctrines,  and  in  the  circumstances  and  signs  of 
the  times  in  which  they  are  promulgated.  I 
have  said  that  the  power  claimed  for  our  repub- 
lican Chief  Magistrate  transcended  the  power  of 
any  monarch  in  Christendom,  constitutional  or 
unconstitutional.  I  now  go  further  and  assert 
that  it  is  a  power,  in  some  of  its  attributes ,  un- 
known even  to  the  mythology  of  the  Greeks  and 
Romans.  According  to  that  system,  the  differ- 
ent portions  of  the  universe,  and  the  various  de- 
partments of  human  affairs,  were  assigned  to 
different  divinities,  each  acting  in  his  appropri- 


ate sphere,  and  upon  his  separate  responsibility, 
to  the  decrees  of  fate  which  constituted  the 
fundamental  law  of  the  system.  Jupiter  reigned 
in  Olympus,  Neptune  over  the  ocean,  and  Plu- 
to in  the  regions  below.  Apollo  presided  over  the 
arts,  Mars  over  the  affairs  of  war,  and  Minerva 
over  those  of  council.  But,  sir,  the  Jupiter  of 
this  new  system  of  political  idolatry,  not  satisfi- 
ed with  holding  the  exclusive  dominion  of  Olym- 
pus, darts  from  his  empyrean  height,  like  a  bale- 
ful comet,  dashing  wildly  through  the  heavenly 
spheres,  invades  the  provinces  and  usurps  the 
powers  of  all  the  other  Gods— snatches  from 
Apollo  his  arrows,  from  Neptune  his  trident, 
from  Mars  his  lance,  from  Minerva  her  impene- 
trable aegis,  from  Pluto  his  consuming  fires,  from 
the  Furies  their  scourge,  and  from  the  Fates 
their  shears — and  thus  holding  in  his  hands  the 
issue  of  life  and  death,  and  brandishing  the  ar- 
mour of  the  whole  pantheon,  he  proudly  chal- 
lenges what  none  dare  refuse,  the  passive  obe- 
dience and  trembling  homage  of  all  the  minor 
divinities — 

"Shakes  his  ambrosial  curls  and  gives  the  nod, 
The  stamp  of  fates,  the  sanction  of  a  God." 

But,  sir,to  come  down  to  a  more  practical  view 
of  this  subject,  I  propose  to  pursue,  a  little 
more  minutely, the  train  of  argument  into  which  . 
I  have  been  drawn  by  the  extraordinary  theory 
of  executive  power,  now  for  the  first  time  pro- 
mulgated in  these  United  States. 

The  hon.  gentleman  from  New  York,  by  his 
executive  syllogism,  has  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  a  political 
lever,  more  powerful  than  that  of  Archimedes. 
Sir,  that  great  mechanician,  exulting  in  the  dis- 
covery of  anew  principle  in  mechanics,  is  said 
to  have'  exclaimed,  "give  me  a  place  to  stand 
upon,  and  I  will  move  the  world."  So  may  the 
President  exclaim  with  this  potent  syllogism  in 
his  hand,  and  his  friend  from  Tennessee  very 
opportunely  steps  in  and  supplies  the  desidera- 
tum, which  Archimedes  never  discovered.  Yes, 
sir,  in  an  insignificant  clause  of  the  Constitution, 
the  mere  title  page  of  the  executive  power — a 
spot  on  the  disk — he  has  found  the  place  upon 
which  the  fulcrum  of  this  mighty  lever  is  to  be 
placed — and  at  a  single  sweep  of  the  beam,  the 
whole  constitutional  fabric  of  this  Government 
may  be  toppled  into  ruins. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  who  has  fa- 
vored us  with  so  many  new  views  of  the  theory  of 
Government,  seems  to  have  been  laboring  under 
some  extraordinary  influence  which  has  thrown 
into  all  his  leading  propositions,  an  ambitious 
spirit  of  paradox. 

After  asserting  that  the  legislative  power  was 
in  its  nature  unalienable,  he  goes  on  to  remark 
that  it  is  not  so  with  the  executive  power.  That 
the  legislative  power  cannot  create  an  agency 
to  carry  its  will  into  effect;  but  that  the  execu- 
tive power  is  subject  to  no  such  limitation.  Sir, 
if  he  had  taxed  his  ingenuity  to  the  utmost  he 
could  not  have  formed  a  .proposition  in  more 
direct  contradiction  to  the  truth  of  the  case. — 
From  what  book  did  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  learn  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  virtue  of  his  constitutional  power,  has 
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a  right  to  create  an  agent  to  execute  his  will,  or 
for  any  other  purpose,  except  where  he  is  es- 
pecially authorized  to  do  so  by  the  legislative 
power?  Who  ever  before  heard  of  an  executive 
agent,  meaning  by  that  an  agent  created  by  the 
President,  to  execute  his  will,  instead  of  being 
created  by  the  legislative  power  to  execute  its 
will,  or  in  other  words,  to  execute  the  law?  If 
the  President  possesses  this  inherent  right,  we 
should  speak  of  him  as  our  'dread  sovereign!' — 
But  it  is  not  only  untrue,  in  point  of  theory, 
that  the  executive  officers  of  this  Government 
are,  as  they  have  been  represented,  the  arms, 
and  the  eyes,  and  the  instruments  of  the  Presi- 
dent; but  it  is  true,  that  the  President  himself, 
and  all  the  executive  officers  who  are  associated 
with  him  in  administering  the  Government,  are 
nothing  but  the  instruments  of  the  law-making 
power  in  executing  the  will  of  that  power.  The 
President  of  the  United  States,  it  is  true,  is  cloth- 
ed with  two  different  classes  of  power  clearly 
discriminated  from  each-  other.  With  the  con- 
currence of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  he  exerci- 
ses one  branch  of  the  law-making  power,  the 
power  of  making  treaties,and  as  to  that,he  stands 
in  the  same  relation  to  the  diplomatic  officers , 
that  Congress  does  to  all  the  rest,  except  that 
he  cannot  pay  them  without  a  law  fixing  their 
salaries  and  making- an  appropriation  for  it. 

The  treaty-making  power  is,  in  a  certain 
sense,  a  law-making  power.  That  power  is 
vested  in  the  President  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Senate,  two-thirds  concurring,  and  all 
those  whom  they  may  appoint  in  the  execution 
of  that  power  are,  in  the  sense  in  which  gentle- 
men have  used  the  terms  executive  officers,  re- 
sponsible to  the  President.  But,  this  executive 
power  goes  no  further.  Every  other  power 
which  the  President  can  exercise  under  the 
Constitution's  a  power  exercised  by  the  author- 
ity of  the  law,  and  under  the  law.  He  cannot 
raise  his  finger  without  the  authority  of  this 
legislative  power  which,  it  now  seems,  is  to  be 
trampled  in  the  dust,  and  denied  even  the  power 
to  create  an  agency!  Why,  sir,  can  we  not  be- 
fore the  sun  sets  this  very  day  strike  from  exis- 
tence the  whole  of  this  executive  machinery, the 
heads  of  departments,  the  army,  the  navy,  the 
judiciary  and  all,  leaving  the  President  to  wave 
his  barren  sceptre  over  the  solitude?  Andean 
we  not  before  the  setting  of  to-morrow's  sun 
rear  up  another  fabric  as  powerful  and  as  splen- 
did? And  yet,  the  legislative  power  has  no 
right  to  create  an  executive  agency ! 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  not  a  mere  abstract  ques 
tion.  It  is  a  grave  and  solemn  question — prac- 
tically and  intimately  connected  with  the  ope- 
rations of  our  political  system.  Cut  that  con- 
nexion which  binds  the  executive  officers  of 
this  •  Government  to  Congress — destroy  their 
responsibility  to  the  law-making  power — let 
them  cease  to  be  the  agents  of  the  law,  and 
make  them  the  instruments  of  the  executive 
will,  and  what  then.  I  ask,  is  the  legislative 
power?  Where  is  it?  Why,  you  may  as  well 
talk  about  the  power  of  a  sleeping  man  to  res- 
cue himself  from  the  danger  apprehended  in  a 
dream,  as  to   talk  about   a   legislative  power 


which  has  no  means — no  practical  and  efficient 
means,  to  execute  its  will. 

But  we  are  told,  however,  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  is  vested,  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, with  the  power  of  executing  the  laws  of 
the  Union;  and  this  clause  has  been  the  sub- 
ject of  as  much  misapprehension,  and  novel 
doctrine  as  the  one  to  which  I  have  already 
alluded.  It  is  a  clause  found  in  the  constitu- 
tion ef  every  State  in  the  Union;  but  it  was  ne- 
ver before  interpreted  as  conveying  to  any 
Chief  Magistrate  a  discretionary  power  over  the 
law.  How  then  is  the  President  to  execute 
the  laws  of  the  Union?  By  an  inherent  power 
of  his  own,  with  such  agents  as  he  may  deem 
proper,  on  such  occasions,  and  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, as  he  may  deem  expedient'  No, 
sir.  He  is  to  execute  the  laws  by  the  means, 
in  the  manner,  and  under  the  circumstances 
that  the  law-making  power  shall  provide  and 
direct,  and  none  other.  Precisely  as  the  Mar- 
shal of  the  United  States  executes  the  judg- 
ments and  decrees  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States.  This  clause  of  the  Constitution 
is  analagous  to  a  decree  of  the  people,  ordering 
the  President — who  in  this  respect  is  nothing 
more  than  the  Grand  Marshal  of  the  republic — 
to  see  that  the  laws  are  executed,  by  such 
means,  and  such  means  only,  as  Congress  may 
provide.  In  fact,  sir,  it  is  an  injunction  of  obe- 
dience to  the  law  making  power. 

But,  sir,  I  pass  on  to  the  great  question  of 
the  appointing  power,  and  tne  connected  p->w- 
er  of  removal  from  office.  What  is  the  power 
of  appointment?  And  what  does  it  involve? 
The  power  cf  appointment  begins  and  ends 
with  making  the  appointment.  lam  utterly  at. 
a  loss  to  conceive  how  the  idea  ever  obtained 
currency,  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  had  the  inherent,  constitutional  power, 
of  dismissing  an  officer  from  his  place.  Where 
:s  this  power  to  be  found  ?  The  Consti'ution 
s>ys,  that  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate, 
he  shall  make  all  the  appointments.  Upon 
what  principle  of  construction  is  it,  then,  that 
the  power  of  making  the  appointments,  involves 
the  right  of  dismissing  from  office — as  a  consti- 
tutional right,  paramount  to  the  power  of  Con- 
gress? It  is  an  established  rule  of  construction , 
in  regard  to  the  legislative  power,  that  wherev- 
er a  power  is  expressly  granted,  all  the  powers 
necessary  for  its  execution  are  involved  by  im- 
plication. But  how  can  it  be  maintained,  that 
dismissal  from  office,'  which  is  necessarily  sub- 
sequent to  the  appointment,  is  an  appropriate 
means  of  enabling  the  President  to  execute  the 
power  of  making  the  appointment?  Nor  is  the 
question  an  immaterial  one,  whether  this  right 
of  dismissing  from  office,  is  a  constitutional  right, 
or  a  right  derived  from  the  law. 

The  distinction  is  all-important.  I  must  think 
that  those  gentlemnn  who  have  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
derives  this  right  of  dismissing  from  office  from 
the  Constitution,  and  that  the  law  cannot  take  it 
away  from  him,  have  expressed  the  opinion  in- 
advertently, and  without  due  reflection.  la  it 
not  evident,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  it  is  the  very  ee- 
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eence  of  legislative  power  to  create  officers  ;  to 
prescribe  their  duties,  to  fix  their  tenure,  and  to 
determine  what  kind  and  degree  of  malversa- 
tion shall  be  a  sufficient  ground  for  dismissal 
from  office  ?  And  yet,  if  we  were  to  attempt  to 
fix  the  tenure  of  any  executive  officer  we  should 
be  immediately  informed  by  the  President,  who 
assumes  the  sole  right  final  arbitrament  on  these 
great  questions  of  jurisdiction  between  the  legis- 
lative and  executive  departments,  "hands  off 
gentlemen,  this  is  a  matter  with  which  you  have 
no  right  to  interfere,  it  is  a  power  "executive  in 
its  character,"  and  therefore,  belongs  exclusive- 
ly to  me."  I  think  it  highly  important  that  we 
should  assert  our  legislative  rights,  in  relation  to 
this  important  subject,  because  the  time  is  rapid- 
ly approaching  when  every  man  of  reflection  will 
perceive  the  necessity  of  interposing  the  legisla- 
tive power  to  rescue  the  country  from  the  cor- 
rupting influence  of  the  power  now  claimed  and 
exercised  by  the  President. 

Indeed,  sir,  I  am  deeply  impressed  with  the 
conviction,  that  this  power  should  be  forthwith 
interposed  ;  and  that  every  federal  officer,  from 
the  highest  to  the  lowest,  should  be  made  to  feel 
that  he  holds  his  office  by  a  tenure  less  precari- 
ous than  'he  mere  arbitrary  will  of  one  man.  I 
cannot  doubt,  that  under  the  Constitution  Con- 
gress may  pass  a  law  prescribing  that  the  judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  for  example,  shall  have 
the  power  of  dismissing  their  ministerial  officers, 
and  I  should  be  glad  to  see  such  a  law  pass,  by 
way  of  commencement.  Though  the  legislative 
power  can  exert  no  control  over  the  appointment, 
it  may  so  regulate  the  dismissing  power,  as  to 
form  a  salutary  check  on  that  of  appointment. 
It  cannot  be  doubted  that  Congress  may  provide 
by  law,  that  the  representatives  from  each  State 
shall  have  the  power  of  dismissing  all  federal 
officers  within  the  limits  of  their  respective  States. 

There  is  no  limit,  indeed,  to  the  legislative 
power  in  fixing  the  mode,  manner,  and  cause  of 
dismissal.  It  may  provide  that  all  executive 
officers  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  be- 
haviour, and  be  liable  to  removal  only  on  con- 
viction by  a  jury  of  malversation  in  office. 

But  how  is  it  inferred  that  Congress  has  no 
such  power?  Why, says  the  hon.  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  the  Constitution  in  prescribing  that 
the  Judges  shall  hold  their  offices  "during  good 
behaviour"  raises  the  necessary  implication  that 
all  other  officers  shall  hold  their  offices  by  the 
will  of  the  President!  This  is  certainly  a  most 
jumping  conclusion,and  I  am  utterly  incapable  of 
comprehending  the  logical  process,  by  which 
the  gentleman  arrives  at  it.  The  fact  that  the 
judges  are  declared  to  hold  their  offices  during 
good  behaviour,  raises  no  implication  at  all  as 
to  the  tenure  of  other  officers,  but  leaves 
them  to  be  regulated  by  the  legislative  power, 
which  only  is  competent  to  create  them.  It  is 
a  restriction  upon  legislative  power,  and  the  ex- 
tent of  that  restriction  is  the  extent  of  the  pro- 
vision in  favor  of  the  judges. 

I  have  deemed  it  important  to  speak  thus  dis- 
tinct on  the  dismissing  power,  because  I  have  a 
deep  and  solemn  conviction  that  if  Congress 
does  not  interpose,  speedily  and  effectually  in- 


terpose, on  this  subject,  the  day  is  not  distant 
when  this  Government  will  sink  into  deep  cor- 
ruption, and  absolute  monarchy.  Have  you 
considered,  sir,  the  peculiar  situation  of  the 
United  States  in  relation  to  this  subject?  Have 
you  reflected  upon  the  difference  between  our 
situation  and  that  of  every  other  people  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth?  The  fact  is  notorious  that 
in  England,  when  a  change  of  ministry  takes 
place,  all  the  subordinate  officers  of  the  king- 
dom feel  themselves  as  firmly  seated  after  the 
change  has  taken  place  as  they  were  before. 
But  what  is  the  case  here,  under  our  system  of 
of  an  elective  Chief  Magistracy?  If  you  bring 
all  the  officers  of  this  Government  into  the  politi- 
cal market  as  the  legetimate  "spoils  of  victory;" 
if  every  aspirant  to  the  presidential  office,  in- 
scribes upon  his  banner  this  celebrated  motto, 
to  animate  his  partisans,  is  not  the  whole  mass 
of  the  offices  and  patronage  of  your  Govern 
ment  converted  into  a  mighty  fund  of  corruption 
sufficient  to  purchase  an  imperial  crown,  and 
which  no  human  contrivance  can  permanently 
resist? 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  immense  patronage  of  this 
Government,  under  this  new  doctrine  of  the  ab- 
solute right  of  every  new  President  of  the 
United  States,  to  discharge  all  the  incumbents 
from  office,  at  his  mere  will  and  pleasure,  to 
make  way  for  his  partisans,  is  a  power  I  would 
not  trust  in  the  hands  of  an  angel,  if  there  were 
an  angel  in  human  form.  Yet,  strange  to  say, 
this  arbitrary  power  is  claimed  for  the  President  I 
by  the  honorable  member  from  Tennessee,  as 
the  means  of  securing  and  enforcing  his  respon- 
sibility to  the  Constitution  and  the  laws!  A 
standing  army  of  executive  retainers  made  ab- 
solutely subservient  to  the  will  of  their  master, 
is  truly  a  most  notable  contrivance  for  securing k 
the  responsibility  of  the  President  of  the  Unit-  • 
ed  States!  When  Tiberius  collected  together 
the  Prxtorian  bands,  scattered  as  they  were 
over  the  empire,  concentrated  them  in  a  single 
camp  in  the  city,  and  placed  them  under  the  r 
command  of  his  celebrated  favorite  the  Praeto- 
rian prefect,  did  he  insure  his  responsibility  to 
the  Roman  people  by  making  that  army  thus 
dependent  on  his  will? 

And  pray ,  what  was  the  power  even  of  that 
army,  in  comparison  with  that  which  you  pro- 
pose to  establish?     I  beg  gentlemen  to  reflect 
that  this  standing  army  of  civil  officers  is  scatter- 
ed over  the  Union,  occupying  all  the  command 
ing  points  and  influential  positions,  and  exercis 
ing  a  power  infinitely  more  controling  and  ir 
resistible   over  the  popular  opinion  than   ten 
times  their  number  of  soldiers.     Cast  your  eyes  '< 
over  the  "blue  book"  of  this  republic,  now* 
rising  in  envious  rivalry  with  the  "red  book"  of 
England,   and  contemplate  the  frightful  cat* 
logue  of  this  standing  army  of  mercenary  de. 
depandents,   which  this  theory   of  yours  will 
create. 

"A  multitude  like  which,  the  populous  North 
Poured  never  from  her  frozen  loins  to  pass, 
Rhine  or  the  Danube,   when  her  babarous  sons, 
Came  like  a  deluge  on  the  South,  and  spread 
Beneath  Gibraltar  to  the  Lybian  sands." 
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What  reflecting  patriot  can  contemplate  this 
mighty  host  of  executive  janizaries,  more  terri  - 
ble  than  an  army  of  Northern  barbarians  stimu- 
lated by  the  hopes  of  plunder,  without  a  pro- 
found sense  of  alarm  and  apprehension  for  the 
fate  of  our  institutions  ?  They  are  in  the  midst 
of  us:  they  insinuate  themselves  into  our  sanctu- 
aries ;amongst  our  domestic  altars  and  household 
gods,  and  under  artful  disguises  and  by  inces- 
sant and  untiring  efforts,  obtain  a  control  over 
public  opinion,  by  contaminating  its  very  sour- 
ces and  elements.  We  have  seen  how  in  other 
countries  similar  means  have  been  employed  to 
effect  the  purposes  of  ambition:  when  Oliver 
Cromwell  was  preparing  to  subvert  the  liber- 
ties of  England,  it  was  his  custom  to  say,  at 
each  successive  advance  in  his  progress :  "This 
power  is  not  of  my  seeking.  It  came  to  me  from 
God,  by  the  choice  of  the  army,  the  usual  chan- 
nel through  which  the  divine  mercies  are  dis- 
pensed to  the  nation,  in  these  latter  days!" — 
And  how  long  will  it  be  before  some  American 
Cromwell,  elevated  to  the  throne  of  Empire  by 
this  army  of  political  saints,  shall  say  to  us : — 
"this  is  not  of  my  seeking-,  it  came  to  me  from 
the  people,  by  the  choice  of  those  disinterested 
patriots  who  hold  offices  and  serve  the  country 
purely  for  the  sake  of  conscience,  and  who 
are  the  usual  channels  through  which  the  favor 
of  the  people  is  dispensed  in  these  latter 
days." 

Have  we  not  already  seen  the  ominous  signs 
of  this  approaching  catastrophe,  in  our  own  hea- 
vens? Contemplate — without  apprehension  if 
you  can,  the  spectacle  recently  exhibited  in  the 
State  of  Ohio;  read  the  proceedings  and  analyze 
the  composition  and  character  of  that  extraordi- 
dinary  and  self  constituted  convention  which  as- 
sembled together  for  the  purpuse  of  nominating 
a  successor  to  the  present  Chief  Magistrate. — 
And  although  this  administration  came  into 
power  under  a  solemn  pledge  to  redeem  the 
popular  elections  from  the  tampering  influ- 
ence of  office-holders,  yet  this  convention ,  two 
thirds  of  which  consisted  of  office-holders,  noto- 
riously proceeded  under  the  banner  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate  to  nominate  his  successor;  and  the 
voice  of  this  mercenary  assembly  has  been 
hailed,  throughout  the  ranks  of  the  faithful  as 
the  voice  of  the  people,  or  what  seems  to  be  o 
still  higher  authority,  the  voice  of  «'the  party." 

I  will  now  advert  to  another  sign,  which  I 
have  deeply  regretted  to  perceive,  and  which  I 
cannot  but  regard  as  one  of  the  most  fearful  in- 
dications of  these  inauspicious  times.  What 
have  we  seen  in  the  great  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, heretofore  standing  proudly  pre-eminent 
among  the  States  of  this  Union,  and  justly  re- 
garded as  the  keystone  of  the  Federal  arch? — 
Do  you  recollect  the  political  history  of  that 
State  for  the  last  twelve  months?  Little  more 
than  that  period  has  elapsed  since  her  legisla- 
ture resolved,  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote, 
that  it  was  both  constitutional  and  expedient  to 
recharter  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  in- 
structed their  Senators  and  requested  the  Rep- 
resentatives here  to  use  their  efforts  to  effect 
that  measure. 


tAnd  yet  we  have  seen  that  legislature,with  no 
earthly  reason  to  justify  the  change  but  that 
which  was  given  by  the  French  grenadier  who 
dispersed  the  Chamber  of  Deputies — "the  gener- 
al has  given  orders" — entirely  change  its  posi- 
tion in  regard  to  the  great  question  so  deeply  in- 
volving the  vital  interests  of  the  State.  1  cannot 
believe  that  the  legislature  is  a  true  exponent  of 
the  sentiments  of  the  people. 

But  however  that  may  be,  is  it  at  all  sur- 
prising that  the  President  should  be  delirious 
with  power,  when  he  perceives  the  magic  of  his 
influence  illustrated  by  such  extraordinary  ef- 
fects ?  He  has  almost  literally  realized  the  vision 
of  the  madman,  who  ascended  a  lofy  mountain, 
surveyed  from  his  proud  pre-eminence  the  almost 
boundless  horizon,  and  swelling  with  the  concep- 
tion that  he  swayed  the  sceptre  of  universal  em- 
pire, exclaimed  in  a  voice  of  authority,  ♦'king- 
doms, to  the  right  about  face  !"  Yes,  sir,  "the 
General  has  given  orders,"  and  they  have  been 
obeyed  ;  but  I  trust  in  God  that  the  sovereign 
people  of  the  ancient  and  venerable  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania,  will  not  be  as  subser- 
vient as  those  who  have  betrayed  her  interests, 
and  proved  recreant  to  her  principles. 

Let  us  no  longer  delude  ourselves  with  the 
vision  of  freedom,  if  such  be  the  power  of  one 
man.  Is  it  the  crown  that  makes  the  king,  Mr. 
Speaker,  or  the  sceptre  ?  Is  it  the  mere  pomp 
and  circumstance  of  power,  or  the  substance  of 
power,  unlimited,  uncontrollable  power,  that 
makes  the  despot? 

I  say  unto  you,  sir,  and  to  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  whose  integrity  of  purpose  com- 
mands my  respect,  that  let  him  firmly  establish 
this  theory  of  executive  omnipotence  and  official 
dependence,  and  connect  it,  as  it  is  doomed  to 
be  connected,  by  all  the  laws  of  political  affinity, 
with  that  system  of  party  discipline  which  is  so 
admirably  exemplified  in  a  certain  political 
school,  which  holds  its  deliberations  under  the 
auspices  of  a  saint,  not  known,  I  believe,  to  the 
Christian  Calendar*— once  establish  that  theory 
and  this  practice  ;  and  you  arm  the  President  of 
the  United  States  with  a  power  of  incantation, 
which  may  'call  up  spirits  from  the  vasty  deep' 
'to  do  his  errands,'  and  they  will  come— 

" A.s  when  the  potent  rod, 

Of  Amram's  son  in  Egypt's  evil  day, 
Waved  round  the  coast,  up  called  a  pitchy 

cloud, 
Of  locusts  warping  on  the  Easter*  wind, 
That  o'er  the  realm   of  impious   Pharaoh 

hung 
Like  night,  and  darkened  all   the  land  of 
Nile." 

Such,  and  so  numerous  will  be  that  host  of 
official  dependants  and  executive  retainers,  who 
will  always  stand  ready  to  rally  round  the  stan- 
dard of  executive  usurpation,  like  the  vassels  of 
former  days,  rushing  at  the  signal  of  the  bugle 
blast,  or  the  beacon  light,  to  the  banner  of  the 
feudal  chieftian,equally  and  indifferently  prepared 
to  justify  the  right  and  to  defend  the  wrong.  Yes, 

*St,  Tammany. 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES 


[23d  C.  1st  S. 


sir,  such  will  be  the  portentous  cloud,  not  only 
of  political  locusts,  but  of  cormorants,  vultures, 
vampires,  blood-flies,  rausquitoes,  and  of  all  the 
U'ibe6  of  devouring  birds  of  prey,  and  blood-suck- 
ing insects,  which  the  President  of  the  United 
States  can  always  call  up  to  afflict  the  land  and 
consume  its  substance,  by  waving  that  wizard 
staff  which  you  now  propose  to  place  in  his 
hands. 

Indeed,  if  we  are  to  credit  the  statements 
made  in  the  public  journals,  of  certain  oracular 
responses  recently  given  out  from  the  executive 
tripod,  it  Would  seem  that  we  have  already  a 
political  Moses  in  our  land : — not,  to  be  sure, 
endowed  with  the  faculty  of  calling  up  succes- 
sive plagues  to  desolate  the  land  of  Egypt,  but 
who  has  ascended  Mount  Sinai  and  there  re- 
ceived a  divine  commission,  to  call  down  the 
consuming  vengeance  of  Heaven  upon  the  chil- 
tdren  of  Israel,  for  bowing  down  to  worship  the 
Golden  Calf!  It  is .  recorded  of  Oliver  Crom- 
well, that  in  the  political  trances  and  rhapsodies, 
with  which  he  frequently  edified  the  Parliament, 
he  made  his  followers  believe,  and  actually  be- 
lieved himself,  that  the  "spirit  of  God  spoke  in 
nim,  and  by  him*"  Is  it  incredible,  therefore, 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  his 
old  age,  when  his  passions  have  survived  the 
vigor  of  his  intellect — intoxicated  with  those  ever- 
lasting draughts  of  flattery,  which  the  cringing 
sycophants  around  him  are  incessantly  adminis- 
tering, should  imagine  himself  to  be  the  chosen 
instrument  of  Heaven,  to  inflict  its  vengeance 
upon  the  people  of  the  United  States,  for  daring 
to  uphold  and  sustain  an  institution  which  he 
deems  it  expedient  to  destroy  ? 

I  have  thus  endeavored  to  expose  this  novel 
and  alarming  theory  of  executive  power,  which 
I  fear  will  be  speedily  consummated  in  a  conso- 
lidated despotism  concentrated  in  a  single  per- 
son; and  I  now  propose  to  examine  briefly  what 
has  been  the  practical  exposition  of  ii  furnished 
by  the  present  Executive .  We  often  look  with- 
out apprehension  upon  the  most  dangerous  pre- 
tensions and  practices,  when  upon  a  closer 
scrutiny  we  perceive  the  latent  principle  of  mis- 
chief which  had  before  escaped  us.  I  make 
this  remark  in  reference  to  one  of  the  positions 
assumed  by  the  President,  in  the  manifesto  he 
addressed  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  on 
the  occasion  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites. — 
The  position  is,  that  the  people  of  the  U.  States 
by  the  mere  act  of  re-electing  hiin,  have  autho- 
ritatively decided  that  it  is  unconstitutional  and 
inexpedient  to  recharter  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States;  and  basing  himself  on  this  decision, 
without  deigning  to  consult  the  legislature,  the 
only  power  under  the  Constitution  which  is 
competent  to  make  such  a  decision,  he  forth- 
with proceeds,  by  his  own  authority,  to  execute 
what  he  assumes  to  be  the  will  of  the  people 
constitutionally  expressed,  and  of  consequence 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  Simple  as  this 
reasoning  and  assumption  may  at  the  first  glance 
appear,  I  venture  the  opinion  that  it  is  one  of 
the  most  profound  and  artful  contrivances  ever 
invented  by  the  genius  of  usurpation  to  disguise 
its  design  and  coyer  its  approaches.     Examine 


it  philosophically,  resolve  it  into  its  elements, 
and  what  can  you  make  of  it  but  a  new  and 
more  direct  highway  to  unlimited  power,  than 
any  heretofore  discovered,  by  substituting  the 
will  of  the  President  for  the  will  of  the  people. — 
This  is  truly  an  age  of  improvement,  and  in  no- 
thing is  it  more  strikingly  illustrated  than  in  the 
improved  process  of  stealing  power  from  the 
people.  This  one  is  distinguished  for  its  direct- 
ness and  simplicity;  whereas  the  usnrpers  of 
other  times  have  been  compelled  to  make  their 
approaches  against  the  fortress  of  liberty,  by  the 
slow  process  of  opening  trenches  and  advancing 
under  their  cover.  In  other  countries  the  diffi- 
culty has  been  to  obtain  the  votes  of  the  people 
to  sanction  the  assumption  of  the  kingly  office. 
Here,  under  our  elective  system,  it  is  easy  to 
obtain  the  chief  executive  office,  but  the  diffi- 
culty is  to  make  its  power  unlimited,  by  break- 
ing loose  from  the  inconvenient  restraints  of  the 
Constitution  and  the  laws.  The  present  Chief 
Magistrate  has  most  dexterously  surmounted 
this  difficulty;  for  if  you  will  admit  his  position, 
he  will  never  be  at  a  loss  to  make  his  sovereign 
will  the  paramount  law,  to  be  executed  "as 
he  \inderstands  it."  What  is  the  argument  it 
involves? 

That  the  people  of  the  United  States,  by  re- 
electing Andrew  Jackson,  have  adopted  and- 
ratified  all  his  known  political  opinions  as  their 
own;  thus    enacting  Jaws  and  regulating  the 
great  question  of  banking  and  currency,  with- 
out the  troublesome  machinery  of  the  legislative 
department !     Yes,  sir,  these  most  difficult  and 
delicate  of  all  the  appropriate  subjects  of  legis- 
lation, have,   with  the  public  treasure,  been 
seized  upon  by  the  President  and  are  now  no- 
toriously regulated  by  his  will !     But  this  is  not  I 
the  worst  view  of  the  matter.     Admitting  for  a  I 
moment  the   constitutional  right   of  the  Presi- 
dent, thus  to  collect  the  sovereign  will  of  the 
people  on  a  subject  of  legislation,  the  present; 
is  a  gross  misapplication   of  his  own  doctrine. E 
He    never  sent  a  message  to  Congress  on  the 
subject  of  the  bank  in  which  he  did  not  hold 
out  the  hope  that  he  would  sign  an  act  of  re- 
charter,  with  modifications.     In  every  instance 
his  objections  were  to  the  bank  "  as  at  present! 
organized,"   which  was   saying  by  implication 
that  he  would  sanction  the  institution,  if  differ-' 
ently  organized.     And  in  the  message  immedi- 
ately preceding  his  re-election  he  leaves  "  thd 
subject  to  the  investigation  of  an  enlightened, 
people   and  their  representatives."     And  yet; 
he  is  scarcely  warm  in  his  seat   when  he  turns  \ 
round  and  gravely   informs  us,  "  now  that  th< 
people  have  sustained  the  President— it  is  td( 
late,  he  confidently  thinks,  to  say  that  the  ques 
tion  has  not  been  decided.     Whatever  may  bi 
the  opinion  of  others,    the  President  consider 
his  re-election  as  a  decision   of  the   people  a 
gainst  the  bank.     "He  was  sustained  by  a  ju>i 
people,  and  he  desires  to  evince  his  gratitude  b  \ 
carrying  into  effect  their  decision,  as  far  as  depena 
upon  him."    As  far   as  depends   upon  him  !   | 
very  useless  qualification  under  this  new  fanglfr 
executive  theory  and   practice.     But,  sir,  wsi 
ever  power  usurped  under  mere  frivolous  w  J 
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fraudulent  pretences,  with  humbler  words  or  a 
bolder  hand  ?  It  is  almost  in  the  very  language 
of  a  precedent  familiar  to  us  all  : 

"  Thanks  gentle  citizens  and  friends  ; 
This  general  applause  and  cheerful  shout, 
Argues  your  wisdom  and  your  love  for  Richard." 

But  this  spirit  of  executive  assumption  seems 
to  have  infected  even  the  most  insignificant  of 
the  "instruments"  of  the  Chief  Magistrate.  Even 
the  Government  directors  of  the  bank  swelling 
like  the  frogs  in  the  fable,  claim  a  participation 
in  this  royal  prerogative  of  personating  the  ma- 
jesty and  speaking  the  voice  of  the  people. 
Listen  to  their  audacious  language  :  "Paying  no 
sort  of  respect  to  the  exalted  public  sources 
whence  their  appointment  immediately  emanates, 
the  bank  has  the  boldness  to  claim  co-equality 
with  the  nation,  to  disregard  the  organs  and  re- 
presentatives of  the  people!!"  Co-equality 
with  the  nation !  we  the  people  !  Such  are  the 
modest  pretensions  of  executive  spies  and  in- 
formers. What  is  to  come  next,  as  the  fruit  of 
those  extraordinary  executive  doctrines  ? 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  most  alarming,  and  to  me 
the  most  distressing  symptom  of  the  times,  is  the 
influence  of  thetexecutive  power  over  the  mem- 
bers of  the  National  Legislature,  and  the  new 
doctrine  of  the  allegiance  of  the  representatives 
of  the  people  to  the  President,  now  openly  avow- 
ed. At  an  early  period  of  the  session,  I  read 
with  some  surprise,  in  certain  political  journals 
which  usually  speak  by  authority,  the  avowal 
of  the  doctrine  that  the  members  of  this  House, 
come  here,  not  to  represent  the  people,  but  to 
support  the  administration  right  or  wrong,  in  all 
things  ;  in  other  words,  to  represent  the  will  and 
obey  the  orders  of  the  President.  I  did  not,  then, 
expect  what  I  have  since  had  the  pain  of  wit- 
nessing, the  promulgation  of  the  same  doctrine 
from  places  of  high  authority,  from  the  seat  of 
legislation,  in  both  wings  of  the  Capitol.  Sir, 
what  are  we  ?  where  are  we  ?  Are  we  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people,  clothed  with  a  high 
trust  to  be  exercised  for  their  benefit,  and  under 
an  exclusive  respensibility  to  them,  or  are  we 
feudal  vassals,  bound  by  a  tie  or  party  allegiance 
to  the  President,  mere  "liegemen  of  the  Dane  ?" 
Are  we,  like  the  Parliaments  of  France  under 
the  ancient  dynasty,  summoned  here  to  attend  a 
royal  'bed  of  justice,'  and  to  register,  by  com- 
pulsion, the  royal  edicts  and  manifestoes  ?  If 
these  are  our  appropriate  functions,  why  stand  we 
here  prating  about  the  Constitution,  the  rights  of 
legislature,  and  the  custody  of  the  public  trea- 
sure? If  we  have  lost  the  substance  of  liberty, 
I  say  down  with  the  idle  and  unsubstantial  pagean- 
try of  its  forms.  Why  keep  up  the  delusive  mock- 
ery of  a  Legislative  Department,  when  it  serves 
only  as  a  mask  for  that  despotic  power  which 
controls  every  thing,  and  as  a  memorial  to  re- 
mind us  of  our  own  degeneracy  ?  Let  us  rather 
conform  to  our  own  condition,  by  obeying  that 
imperial  mandate  which  was  first  issued  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  some  months  since,  through 
one  of  the  executive  organs: — "pass  the  appro- 
priation bills  and  go  home,"  leaving  the  people, 
in  the  extremity  of  their  distresses,  to  the  tender 


mercies  of  the  President  and  his  privy  counsel- 
lors !  Aye,  sir,  greese  the  wheels  of  the  Car  of 
Juggernaut — enrich  the  shrine  of  your  idol — and 
when  you  have  performed  these  ministerial 
offices  of  priestly  devotion,  go  home,  and  toll 
your  miserable  and  ruined  constituents,  to  pros 
rate  themselves  before  the  mighty  pageant, 
and  offer  up  the  incense  of  their  expiring  bosun, 
nahs  to  the  god  of  their  idolatry,  while  his  fatal 
car  is  crushing  them  into  the  earth,  and  mingling 
their  blood  with  the  dust,  and  the  whole  Pan- 
demonium of  false  and  treacherous  counsellors 
who  have  deceived  him  by  their  flattering  sorce- 
ries, and -ruined  the  country  by  their  infernal 
machinations,  are  laughing  at  the  agonizing  dis- 
tresses, and  reveling  in  the  spoils  of  a  pcoole, 
whose  hopes  he  has  disappointed,  whose  sacred 
rights  he  has  violated,  and  whose  vital  interests 
he  has  betrayed,  and  whose  constitutional  liber- 
ties he  has  trampled  in  the  dust! 

We  are  not,  indeed,  without  some  very  signi- 
ficant indications,  that  this  royal  mandate  will 
be  executed  by  the  prerogative  of  prorogation. 
It  has  evidently  been  the  subject  of  grave  delib- 
eration, in  that  secret  consistory  where  such  high 
matters  are  usually  decided.  And  as  I  feel — like 
one  who,  about  to  retire  from  the  stage,  has  a 
natural  anxiety  that  his  last  act  in  the  drama 
should  be  decently  performed — I  must  ask  it  as  a 
personal  favor,  that  if  we  are  to  be  prorogued  by 
the  President,  the  act  may  be  performed  with 
becoming  solemnity,  and  according  to  the  most 
approved  historical  precedents. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  furnish  such  a  precedent, 
and  I  trust  the  friends  of  the  President  will  appreci- 
ate the  feelings  of  kindess  in  which  it  is  done. 
I  quote  from  a  very  high  authority,  sir;  no  less 
than  that  of  the  Lord  Protector  Cromwell.  He 
had  organized  his  first  Parliament,as  he  supposed 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  sure  of  a  majority  for 
any  project  of  the  court.  But,  although  his  re- 
turing  officers  had  taken  care  to  give  him  a  ma- 
jority at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  yet 
the  spirit  of  liberty  so  far  prevailed  over  the  spirit 
of  personal  allegiance,  as  to  throw  him  into  a  mi- 
nority in  the  progress  of  the  session.  Finding 
the  majority  inaccessible  to  fear  or  persuasion, 
the  historian  records,  that  "he  summoned  the 
House  to  meet  him  in  the  painted  chamber.  [We 
shall  be  summoned,  I  suppose,  to  the  East  Room, 
scarcely  less  celebrated.]  Displeasure  and  con- 
tempt were  marked  in  his  countenance.  [A 
very  natural  prelude  to  what  follows.]  They 
appeared  there,  he  observed,  with  the  Speaker  at 
their  head,  as  a  House  of  Parliament.  Yet  what 
had  they  done  as  a  Parliament?  He  never  had 
played,  he  never  would  play  the  orator;  and, 
therefore,  he  would  tell  them  frankly  [CromwelL 
was  a  frank  man,  too,  sir,]  that  they  had  done 
nothing.  For  five  months  they  had  passed  no 
bill,  [our  time  is  not  yet  out]  had  made  no  ad- 
dress, had  held  no  communication  with  him.  As 
far  as  concerned  them,  he  had  nothing  to  do  but 
t«  pray  that  God  would  enlighten  their  minds. 
But  had  they  done  nothing?  Yes;  they  had  en- 
couraged the  cavaliers  to  plot  against  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  the  levellers  to  intrigue  with 
the    cavaliers.       [The  coalition,,  between  the 
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nullifiers  and  national  republicans  is  here  evi- 
dently foretold.]  By.  their  dissention  they  had 
aided  the  fanatics, to  throw  the  nation  into  con- 
fusion, and  by  the  slowness  of  their  proceedings 
had  compelled  ilte  soldiers  to  live  at  free  quar- 
ters on  the  craatry.  [Here  Gen.  Jackson  could 
give  Cromwell  a  lesson.  Why  did  he  not  seize 
upon  the  deposues?]  It  was  supposed  that  he 
would  not  be  able  to-  raise  money  without  the  aid 
of  Parliaments  But  he  had  been  inured  to  diffi- 
culties, a"d  had  never  found  God  wanting,  when 
he  trusted  in  him.  [Almost  the  very  language 
of  the  manifesto.]  The  country  would  willingly 
pay  on  account  of  the  necessity.  But  was  the 
necessity  of  his  creation?  No:  it  was  of  God; 
the  consequence  of  God's  providence.  It  was 
no  marvel,  if  men  who  lived  on  their  masses  and 
service  books,  their  dead  and  carnal  worship, 
were  strangers  to  the  works  of  God;  but  for 
those  who  had  been  instructed  by  the  spirit  of 
God,  to  adopt  the  same  language,  and  say  that 
ft  en  were  the  cause  of  those  things,  when  God 
ivid  done  them,  this  was  more  than  the  Lord 
would  bear.  But  that  he  might  trouble  them  no 
longer,  it  was  his  duty  to  tell  them,  that  their 
continuance  was  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation, 
and  therefore,  he  did,  then  and  there, declare  that 
he  dissolved  the  Parliament."  This  is  the  man- 
'  ner  in  which  Cromwell  got  rid  of  the  troublsome 
incumberance  of  an  independent  Parliament. 

But  to  be  serious,  sir,  I  for  one,  am  not  dis- 
posed to  adjourn  before   something  effectual  is 
done  to  relieve  the  country  from  its   distresses, 
and  1  will  not  do  so  with  my  own  consent,  even 
to  avoid  the  fate  of  Cromwell's  parliament.  In  the 
present  calamitous  condition  of  the  country  we 
have  a  melancholy   exemplification  to   prove 
how  small  a  share  of  human  wisdom  is  requisite 
to  produce  the  greatest  conceivable  extent  of 
human  misery !  The  merest  pigmy,  armed  with  a 
sceptre,  can  destroy  in  a  single  day,fhe  great  fa 
brie  of  a  nation's  prosperity,  which  all  the  intel- 
lectual giants  of  the  land  cannot  rebuild  in  a  long 
and  laborious  course  of  years.     I  will  not  tell 
the  people  to  look  for  salvation  to  those  who 
have  involved  them  in  this  calamity.    No,  sir, 
this  storm  has  been  produced  by  a  species  of 
necromancy,  which   is  endowed  only  with  the 
faculty  of  mischief,  and  which,   having  raised 
the  elements,  has  no  power  of  exorcism  to  lay 
them.     The  Prospero,   whose  fatal  wand  has 
conjured  up  these  elements,  into  this  wild  and 
fearful,  and  disastrous  commotion,has  no  magic 
power  to  call  up  the  ministering  spirits  of  the 
stormy  deep,  to  rescue  the   sinking  fortunes  of 
a  whole  people,  rashly  and  wickedly  exposed 
to  the  rocks,  winds,  waves,  and  quicksands,  of 
this  most  desperate  and  imperious  experiment. 
•     Sir,  the  executive  branch  of  the  Government 
has  plunged  the  country  into  this  stormy  sea  of 
.  desperate    adventure,     under     circumstances 
which  greatly  aggravate  the  outrage  committed 
upon  the  Constitution,  and  upon  the  rights  and 
interests  of  the  people.    What  excuse  or  apo- 
logy can  be  offered  for  such  a  daring  assump- 
tion and  hazardous  exercise  of  power  by  the 
Executive?  When  Cromwell  usurped  the  su- 
preme power  in  England,  he  saw  the  nation 


torn  to  pieces  by  factions  and  drenched  in  civil 
blood;  and  his  strong  arm  clutched  the  fallen 
sceptre,  to  save  the  country  from  universal  de- 
solation. When  Bonaparte  returned  from  E- 
gypt,  and  dispersed  the  Chamber  of  Deputies, 
he  found  the  armies  of  the  republic  driven 
back,  the  finances  involved  in  bankruptcy,  and 
the  combined  powers  of  Europe  menacing  the 
existence  of  France.  Where,  said  he,  are  the 
conquests  I  made,  the  victories  I  achieved,  the 
resources  I  supplied,  and  the  armies  I  left  for 
the  security  of  France?  But  what  was  the 
condition  of  the  United  States  at  that  fatal  mo- 
ment when  the  evil  genius  of  the  President 
prompted  him  to  assume  the  fearful  responsi- 
bility of  destroying  our  system  of  credit,  de- 
ranging our  system  of  currency,  in  open  and 
avowed  contempt  of  the  legislative  power? 
What  was  there  in  that  condition  to  afford  the 
shadow  of  a  pretext  for  the  usurpation  of 
which  we  complain?  What  civil  dissensions  was 
it  designed  to  compose;  what  financial  embar- 
rassments and  public  sufferings  was  it  calculat- 
ed to  relieve ?  It  is  worth  wlule  to  look  back 
to  the  inception  of  this  executive  experiment. 
The  people  of  the  United  States  were  in  the 
enjoyment  of  an  unexampled  prosperity — lite- 
rally basking  in  the  sunshine  of  tranquillity , 
abundance,  and  contentment — blessings  the 
more  exquisitely  realized  from  their  contrast 
with  the  troubled  scene  which  had  recently 
passed  away.  They  had  seen  a  dark  and  por- 
tentous cloud  lowering  in  the  horizon, and  could 
almost  hear  the  distant  thunder  and  see  the  pre- 
lusive flashes  of  the  coming  storm,  which  threat- 
ened to  shake  the  mighty  fabric  of  this  federal 
system  to  its  deep  foundations.  But  at  this 
eventful  crisis,  a  redeeming  power  was  inter- 
posed, in  the  spirit  of  conciliation;  a  covenant 
of  peace  was  ratified  here,  the  storm  passed 
away,  and  the  rainbow  circled  the  arch  of  the 
heavens,  the  cheering  harbinger  of  that  happi- 
ness and  contentment  which  were  the  lot  of  a 
united  people,  until  the  fatal  dog-days,  when 
this  most  pernicious  scheme  of  executive  usur- 
pation was  engendered,  not  to  save  the  coun- 
try from  civil  dissensions  and  restore  its  disor- 
dered finances,  but  to  mar  and  destroy  the 
brightest  vision  of  happiness  that  ever  blessed 
the  hopes  of any-people! 

And  I  regret  to  find  that  the  authors  of  this 
fatal  experiment  are  resolved  to  carry  it  on  in 
the  same  reckless  spirit  in  which  it  was  conceiv- 
ed. Nothing  has  struck  me  more  forcibly  than 
the  stubborn  perseverance  of  the  administration 
in  their  desperate  purposes,  hoping  against  hope, 
blind  to  the  palpable  results  of  experience,  and 
deaf  to  the  cries  of  a  suffering  people.  It  is 
a  spirit  of  heartless  indifference  to  popular 
suffering,  wholly  without  excuse,and  almost  with- 
out example.  We  have  been  told  by  a  member  of 
this  House,  (Mr.  Beardslet,)— in  the  extermi- 
nating spirit  of  that  Roman  who  always  conclud- 
ed his  speeches  with  the  motto,  "Carthage  must 
be  destroyed"-that  the  Bank  of  the  United  State* 
must  be  destroyed  by  whatever  means,  and  at 
the  hazard  of  whatever  consequences.  "Perish 
commerce,  perish  credit  j  give  us  broken  banks 
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and  a  disordered  currency,"  rather  than  retrace 
the  steps  of  this  executivo  crusade  against  the 
bank!  And  the  Chief  Magistrate  himself  declares 
that  neither  "the  opinion  of  the  legislature,  nor 
the  voice  of  the  people,  shall   induce    him  to 
abandon  his  purpose,  whatever  may  be  the  suffer- 
ings produced,"  adding,  for  the  consolation  of 
the  enterprising1  and  industrious  classes,  that  if 
those  should  fail  "who  trade  upon  borrowed  capi- 
tal,'' they  deserve  their  fate  ! 
'  Mr.  Speaker,  we  can  scarcely  give  credit  to 
the  historian  who  records  the  degeneracy  and 
degradation  of  a  great  people  of  antiquity,  when 
he  informs  us,  that  a  Roman  Emperor,  amused 
himself  by  fiddling,  while  the  capital  of  his  Em- 
pire and  the  fortunes  of  the  Roman  people,  were 
involved  in  one  general  conflagration.     But  our 
own  melancholy  and  woful  experience,  is  but 
too  well  calculated    to  remove   any    historical 
scepticism,  which  might  induce  us  to   suppose 
that  the  extraordinary  spectacle  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  was  drawn  rather  by  the  pencil  of  poe- 
try, than  by  the  pen  of  historical  truth.     For 
even  at  this  early  period   in  our  national  pro- 
gress, in  the  very  dawn  of  our  republican  insti- 
tutions, we  are  ourselves  exhibiting  to  the  world, 
— which  we  vainly  boast  of  enlightening  by  our 
example, — a  spectacle,   in  some  of  its  aspects, 
more  unnatural  and  revolting,  than  its  Roman 
prototype.     If  my  recollection  of  this  interesting 
chapter  in  the  history  of  man  be  not  imperfect, 
Nero  was  not  himself  the  incendiary  who  applied 
the  fatal  torch,  by   which  the  temples  and  the 
gods,  the   Senate  House  and  the   Forum,  the 
gorgeous   palaces   and  the  humble  cottages  of 
the  Imperial  city,  were  consigned  to  the  devour- 
ing element.     Can  you  say  as  much,  sir, — I  will 
not  say  for  the  President  of  the  United  States, — 
but  for  that  irresponsible  cabal,  which  is  the  liv- 
ing emblem  of  pestilence  and  famine,  by  which 
even  his  more  noble  and  generous  impulses  are 
converted  into  instruments  of  mischief?     Who 
is  it  that  has  kindled  up  that  conflagration  which 
is  now  sweeping  over  the  land, — like  a  Prairie 
fire  qf  the  West — bearing  destruction  in  its  bo- 
som, laying  a  scene  of  desolation  in  its  rear,  and 
scattering    consternation    in   every    direction  ? 
Nay,  sir,  who  is  it  that  has  sacrilegiously  invad- 
ed the  sanctuary  of  the  Constitution,  and  lighted 
at  the  very  fires  of  the   altar  that  fatal  brand, 
which,  desperately  and  vindictively  hurled — with 
whatever  aim — has  struck  upon  the  great  tern 
pie  of  our  national  prosperity,  involving  it  in 
"hideous  ruin  and  combustion  ?"     Mr.  Speaker, 
it  was  no  midnight  incendiary  that  silently  stole 
into  tthe  temple  with  his  Ephesian  torch,  con- 
cealed by  the  mantle  of   darkness.     No ;  it  was 
the  high  priest  of  the  Constitution  that  violated 
the  sanctuary  and  desecrated   the  fires  of  the 
altar.    '  It  was  in  the  broad  glare  of  noon  day, 
from  the  imperial  heights  of  power,  and  in  open 
defiance  of  all  the  moral  and  political  guaranties 
of  human  rights,  that  this  consuming  brand  was 
cast  into  the  elements  of  combustion,  and  which 
came  upon  an  astounded  people,  without  cause 
and  without  notice,  like  Heaven's  avenging  bolt 
from  a  cloudless  sky.     And  now  that  the  signal 
bells  of  alarm  and  distress  are  ringing  from  one 


extremity  of  this  Unioffl^the  other,  mingling 
their  disastrous  chimes  iJfth  those  cries  of  dis- 
tressVhich  come  to  us  frorWt.bp  ^our  quarters  of  the 
heavens,  on  every  wind  that  blows,  and  forming 
one  mighty  chorus  of  indignant  complaint  that 
has  forced  its  way  into  the  sealed  eaw  of  infatu- 
ated power: — with  what  sympathy,  with  what 
feelings  of  commiseration,  with  what  'compunc- 
tious visitings''  are  these  proofs"  of  a  nation's  suf- 
fering received  by  the  authors  of  the  calamity 
and  their  accomplices  ? 

[Here  Mr.  BEARDSLEY  made  an  explana- 
tion, disclaiming  the  language  imputed  to  him 
by  Mr.  McDuffie,  to  which  Mr.  McDuffie 
replied  that  he  spoke  from  memory,  and  did 
not  profess  to  give  the  words  of  the  gentleman 
throughout,  but  his  (Mr.  McD's.)  interpretation 
of  them.  ] 

Mr.  McD.  resumed.  I  ask  you,  sir,  if  the 
administration  or  its  friends  have  raised  a  fin- 
ger to  relieve  the  country,  or  even  uttered  a 
single  word  of  encouragement  or  consolation  to 
soothe  the  afflictions  of  the  people?  From  one 
quarter  they  are  told  that  they  must  be  mista- 
ken as  to  their  own  sufferings,  for  that  *« the 
Government  feels  no  distress" — a  sentiment  in 
which,  I  doubt  not,  the  office  holders,  who  con- 
stitute that  Government,  will  most  sincerely  ' 
concur.  Oh,  no!  the  office  holders,  from  the 
President  down,  who  live  upon  fixed  salaries, 
do  not  experience  the  least  distress,  from  that 
great  national  calamity,  which  adds  twenty-five 
per  cent,  to  the  value  of  these  salaries!  For 
they  have  doubtless  found  out,  without  much 
skill  in  arithmetic,  that  the  same  cause  which 
depresses  the  value  of  labor  and  all  the  produc- 
tions of  industry  twenty -five  per  cent.,  increa- 
ses the  value  of  their  income  precisely  in  the 
same  degree.  It  is  not  at  all  wonderful,  there- 
fore, that  "the  Government"  should  be  able  to 
bear  the  sufferings  of  the  people,  with  the  most 
philosophical  fortitude.  Yes,  sir,  these  gen- 
tlemen office  holders,  while  sitting  in  their  arm 
chairs  and  enjoying  their  enhanced  salaries,  can 
look  down  upon  the  sufferings  of  the  people 
with  as  much  tranquillity  and  composure,  as  an 
experimental  philosopher  looks  upon  the  con- 
tortions of  a  reptile  or  an  insect,  expiring  for 
the  want  of  vital  air  under  one  of  his  experi- 
ments! 

And  in  what  spirit  does  the  President  of  the 
United  States  receive  the  complaints  of  the 
people  when  brought  to  the  foot  of  the  throne?  . 
No  constitutional  monarch  in  Christendom, 
would  venture  to  respond  to  the  complaints  of 
his  subjects  in  the  same  spirit  of  dictatorial  ar- 
rogrance  and  supercilious  indifference  :— "  I 
do  not  wish  to  be  pestered  with  your  com- 
plaints. /  never  will  restore  the  deposites .  I 
never  will  recharter  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  J  have  a  measure  in  reserve  which  will 
destroy  the  bank  at  once,  and  which  /  am  re- 
solved to  apply,  if  the  bank  continues  to  pursue 
its  present  course,  be  the  consequences  to  indivi~ 
duals  what  they  may  /"  The  people,  however, 
are  consoled  by  the  royal  assurance,  that  "those 
who  trade  upon  borrowed  capital  ought  to 
break,"  which  will  of  course  prepare  them  to 
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meet  their  fate  with  christian  fortitude  and  re- 
signation! What  are  we  to  think,  sir,  of  a  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  who  can  thus  coolly 
doom  to  extermination  a  lar^e  proportion,  pro- 
bably three  fourths,  of  that  great  middle  class 
of  our  country,  which  constitute  the  bone  and 
uinews  of  the  body  politic  ?  What  shall  we 
say  of  his  knowledge  of  the  elements  of  our  na- 
tional wealth  and  productive  industry  ?  The 
most  useful,  industrious,  and  productive  class 
of  our  citizens,  habitually  trades  upon  borrow- 
ed capital  to  a  very  great  extent.  It  would  be 
a  curious  subject  of  statistical  inquiry,  and  I 
will  venture  to  conjecture  that,  taking  the  ave 
rage  of  this  class,  one  third  part  of  their  active 
capital  is  founded  upon  credit,  in  some  shape 
Every  American  statesman  should  know,  what 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  dreamed  of  in 
the  President's  philosophy,  that  owing  to  the 
stability  and  security  of  our  institutions,  credit 
has  become  an  element  of  wealth  anil  a  substi- 
tute for  money  ;  a  state  of  things  which  can 
only  exist  under  constitutional  governments, 
and  which  has  heretofore  existed  in  our  coun- 
try in  an  extent  unknown,  perhaps,  to  any 
other.  Hence,  among  other  causes,  the  un- 
precedented progress  of  our  prosperity. 

But  to  return.  It  seems  that  the  complaints 
of  the  people  are  rude,  unmannerly,and  disloy- 
al— as  if  the  porter  at  the  palace  should  say  to 
their  committees,  "do  not  annoy  the  ear  of 
majesty  with  the  harsh  dissonance  of  your  com- 
plaints,— but  regale  it  with  a  sweet  serenade 
of  flattering  symphonies;  and  if  you  must  pray 
for  relief,  in  the  extremity  of  your  sufferings,  be 
sure  and  conclude  your  supplication  with  a  po- 
litical doxology,  —  ascribing  all  power,  and  all 
praise  and  all  glory,  to  the  deified  Caesar!' 

But,  sir,  the  people  of  the  United  States  are 
not  to  be  put  off  in  this  way;  and  I  will  take 
leave  to  commend  to  the  consideration  of  "  the 
Government,"  and  particularly  to  those  fat. 
sleek,  office  holding  gentlemen  who  feed  out  of 
the  public  crib,  an  instructive  picture,  drawn 
to  the  life,  by  the  great  master  painter  of  the 
human  passions.  During  the  canvass  of  Cains 
Martins  for  the  consulship,  Shakspeare  repre- 
sents two  Roman  citizens  as  holding  a  dialogue 
relative  to  the  state  of  the  republic.  Caius 
Martius,  better  known  by  the  name  of  Coriolanus 
relying  upon  his  military  services,  and  the  sup- 

Eort  of  the  patricians,  who  were  the  office  - 
olders  of  that  day,  exhibited  a  haughty  and 
imperious  bearing,  contemning  the  restraints  of 
law  and  all  the  civil  authorities  of  the  republic. 
It  was  a  period  of  much  popular  distress,  in- 
creased by  the  extravagance  and  rapacity  of 
those  in  authority,  when  the  two  citizens  are  in- 
troduced discussing  the  politics  of  the  day. 
One  of  them  said:  "  What  authority  surfeits  on 
would  relieve  us;  but  they  think  we  are  too 
dear—  the  leanness  that  afflicts  us  is  an  inventory 
to  particularize  their  abundance."  [So  it  is 
with  our  office-holders.]  He  then  goes  on  to 
say — as  was  not  strange  for  those  primitive  days 
of  stern  republican  simplicity — ««  Let  us  aveng-e 
ourselves  with  ourpikes****for  the  gods  know 
I  speak  this  in  hunger  for  bread,  and  not  for 


thirst  of  revenge."  The  other  citizen,  who 
seems  to  have  felt  the  influence  of  military  glo« 
ry,  replies  by  asking,  "  Would  you  proceed  es- 
pecially against  Caius  Martius?  Consider  you 
what  services  he  has  done  for  his  country?" 
"  Very  well,"  says  the  former,  "  and  could  give 
him  good  report  for  it;  but  he  pays  himself  with 
being  proud.****I  say  unto  you,  what  he  hath 
done  famously,  he  did  to  that  end:  though  soft- 
conscienced  men  can  be  content  to  say  it  was 
for  his  country,  it  was  to  be  partly  proud,  which 
he  is,  even  to  the  altitude  of  his  virtue."  You 
know  the  fate  of  Coriolanus;  and  I  warn  the 
friends  of  General  Jackson,  that,  although  mili- 
tary glory  has  great  fiiscination,  and  though  the 
Americans  are  a  grateful  people,  and  have  re- 
futed the  calumny  that  republics  are  ungrateful, 
he  must  not  rely  too  much  upon  that  glory,  nor 
tax  the  national  gratitude  beyond  all  endurance. 
I  particularly  warn  his  disinterested,  personal, 
and  political  friends,  that,  if  they  do  not  rescue 
him  from  the  mercenary  sycophants  who  are 
murdering  his  reputation,  there  is  too  much  rea- 
son to  apprehend  that  the  man  who  came  into 
the  presidential  office  with  more  popularity  and 
a  more  enviable  fame  than  any  chief  magistrate 
since  the  days  of  Washington,  will  go  into  re- 
tirement, when  he  ceases  to  be  surrounded 
with  the  appendages  and  patronage  of  power, 
escorted  by  the  execrations  of  a  betrayed  peo- 
ple, and  deserted  by  the  heartless  flatterers  who 
have  been  the  means  of  betraying  them.  I 
shall  be  very  far,  Mr.  Speaker,  from  taking  any 
pleasure  in  the  fulfilment  of  this  anticipation. 
It  is  with  an  opposite  sentiment  that  I  perceive 
the  strong  passions  and  naturally  high  impulses 
of  a  venerable  old  man,  perverted  to  sinister 
ends,  and  made  the  instruments  of  ruin  to  the 
country  and  destruction  to  his  own  fame. 

I  am  admonished  of  the  necessity  of  passing 
ever  the  remaining  topics  I  propose  to  discuss, 
with  all  practicable  brevity.  I  will  say  a  few 
words,  as  to  the  causes  assigned  by  the  adminis- 
tration and  its  friends  for  that  general  distress, 
the  existence  of  which  was  at  first  denied,  but 
which  is  now  reluctantly  admitted.  The  oft  refut- 
ed allegation  thatit  has  been  produced  by  the  im- 
proper course,  and  too  rapid  curtailments  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  is  still  reiterated  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  plain  facts  of  the  case 
and  in  contempt  of  both  truth  and  decency. — 
The  President  has  removed  the  public  deposites 
with  the  avowed  purpose  of  compelling  the 
bank  to  wind  up  its  operations;  and  though  the 
bank  has  riot  curtailed  its  loans  to  an  amount 
equal  to  that  of  the  capital  of  which  the  Presi- 
dent has  deprived  it — to  say  nothing  of  winding 
up — yet  it  is  held  responsible  for  the  public  dis- 
tress! Nothing  can  be  more  wantonly  and  ca- 
preciously  unjust  to  the  bank.  What#  would 
the  administration  have  that  institution  to  do? — 
Do  they  expect  it  to  move  in  two  opposite  direc- 
tions at  the  same  time,  curtail  its  discounts! 
and  extend  its  accommodations?  Monster  as  it 
is,  it  cannot  overcome  the  laws  of  nature  and 
perform  these  impossibilities.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  this  experiment,  the  agent  of  the 
treasury — the  imperial  Questor,  boasted  that  in 
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two  months  the  "reptile"  would  lie  prostrate  at 
the  feet  of  the  secretary,  suing  for  mercy;  but 
now  the  "monster"  has  risen,  it  would  seem, 
with  a  redoubled  power  of  relieving  the  public 
distresses,  and  the  administration,  exclaim,  like 
the  drowning  Cxsar  in  the  troubled  Tiber, 
"help  ma  Cassius  or  I  sink!"  Yes,  sir,  the 
people  are  now  referred  for  relief  to  the  very 
monster,  which  was  to  be  crushed  by  the  foot 
of  Andrew  Jackson,  instead  of  the  selected 
State  banks,  which  were  to  perform  such  won- 
ders in  maintaining  commercial  credit  and  a 
sound  currency! 

No  human  sagacity  can  exactly  predict  what 
direction  this  calamitous  state  of  things  will  take 
or  in  what  catastrophe  it  will  terminate .  But 
as  I  am  a  firm  believer  in  the  retribute  justice  of 
a  superintending  Providence,  I  think  it  not  im- 
probable that  "even  handed  justice  may  com- 
mend the  poisoned  chalice  to  the  lips"  of  those 
who  intended  it  for  the  lips  of  others.  It  may 
happen  that  the  wicked  projectors  of  this  per- 
nicious experiment,  and  their  schemes  of  avarice 
and  ambition,  will  be  the  first  to  feel  its  de- 
structive energy;  and  gentlemen  must  not  be 
surprised  if  the  very  first  shock  of  this  mighty 
galvanic  battery  of  credit  and  currency,  should 
prostrate  the  favorite  system  of  those  who  have 
impiously  presumed  to  tamper  with  those  migh 
ty  elements,  without  comprehending  their  na- 
ture and  power. 

But  I  must  hasten  on  to  the  consideration  of 
the  remedy  by  which  the  country  is  to  be  re- 
lieved from  its  present  embarrassment  and  suf- 
fering. And  first  I  will  examine  the  projects  of 
remedy  held  out  by  the  administration.  Since 
the  commencement  of  the  session  the  friends  of 
the  administration,  in  Congress,  have  been  re 
peatedly  and  urgently  called  upon  to  disclose 
their  plan  of  relief — their  final  arrangement  of 
the  great  subject  of  the  currency.  And  pray 
what  has  been  the  answer  ?     Why,  sir, 

"Various,  that  the  mind  of  desultory  man, 
Studious  of  change  and  fond  of  novelty, 
May  be  indulged." 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Cam- 
breleng')  favored  the  House  with  a  very  edify- 
ing disquisition  on  the  system  of  Scotch  banking, 
which  he  commended  to  our  admiration  and 
adoption,  although  it  is  a  mere  paper  system, 
without  a  specie  basis,  practicable  in  Scotland 
from  the  fixed  and  regular  habits  of  trade,  but 
wholly  inapplicable  to  our  peculiar  habits  and 
federal  system.  Another  gentleman  in  another 
quarter,  (Mr.  Wright,  of  New  York)  standing 
n  a  very  confidential  relation  to  the  Executive, 
».forms  the  country,  that  the  administration  is 
resolved  to  adhere  to  the  system  of  State  bank 
depositories,  upon  the  faith  of  that  sagacious  fi- 
nancial prediction, which  assured  us,  that  this  sys- 
tem would  furnish  the  country  with  a  currency 
equal  to  that  furnished  by  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  if  not  better!  A  third  gentleman, 
(Mr.  RivKs,of  Va.)  speaking  si  ill  more  authori- 
tatively the  sentiments  of  the  administration,  has 
amused  the  country  with  a  homily,  more  in  the  j 
spirit  of  poetry  than  of  practical  statesmanship, ' 


in  favor  of  the  beau  ideal  of  a  hard  money  Gov- 
ernment; a  scheme,  just  about  as  practicable,  as 
it  would  be  to  roll  back  the  current  of  time, 
and  carry  back  the  present  generation,  with  all 
its  interests  and  improvements  to  the  golden 
age  of  fabulous  antiquity  ?  The  administration 
are  singularly  fortunate  in  one  respect.  Occu- 
pying a  position  which  makes  it  very  convenient 
to  be  "all  things  to  all  men,"  they  have  in  Con- 
gress gentlemen  of  all  manner  of  opinions,  each 
prepared  to  exhibit  to  the  different  political  di- 
visions of  the  country,  his  own  peculiar  scheme, 
as  the  plan  of  the  administration.  Sir,  it  has 
been  somewhere  said  that  language  was  de- 
signed to  answer  two  great  purposes:  the  <me, 
to  convey  our  ideas,  the  other  to  conceal  them. 
Being  myself  a  plain.straight  forward  man,  accus- 
tomed to  say  what  I  think,  and  think  what  I  say, 
I  have  no  practical  knowledge  of  this  latter  use  of 
language,  though  I  can  very  well  imagine  that  a 
mere  politician — and  particularly  a  trading  pol- 
itician, if  there  be  such  a  thing — would  find  it 
of  singular  advantage  in  certain  critical  emer- 
gencies. What,  for  example,  do  the  adminis- 
tration mean  by  throwing  out  those  visionary 
and  notoriously  impracticable  schemes, — daz- 
zling and  blinding  the  public  eye  by  their  flick- 
ering glare  and  conflicting  rays,  giving  no  light, 
but  serving  rather  to  increase  the  darkness  visi- 
ble? Are  they  designed  to  enlighten  the  public 
mind  as  to  the  ultimate  scheme  of  Government 
banking,  in  which  these  disorders  of  the  cur- 
rency are  to  terminate?  For  no  such  vulgar 
purpose.  And  let  me  inform  the  House  and  the 
country,  that  the  administration  are  not  without 
the  authority  of  a  very  high  example,  for  the 
course  they  are  pursuing.  During  that  eventful 
period  of  English  history,  which  intervened  be- 
tween the  execution  of  Charles  the  First  and 
the  establishment  of  the  Protectorate,  Oliver 
Cromwell,  then  Lord  General  of  England,  and 
who  was  permitted  by  a  sort  of  parliamentary 
courtesy,  to  speak  before  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  had  frequent  occasion  to  express 
himself  on  the  state  of  the  country.  On  one  oc- 
casion in  particular,  when  the  public  disorders 
and  distresses  had  reached  a  crisis,  which  ren- 
dered the  necessity  of  some  change  obvious  to 
every  one,  he  made  one  of  those  artful,  involv- 
ed, ambiguous,  and  incomprehensible  speeches 
for  which  he  was  so  remarkable;  and  after  pour- 
traying  with  great  distinctness  and  power  the 
ruinous  tendency  of  the  prevailing  anarchy, 
pronouncing  it  to  be  utterly  intolerable, — at  this 
eventful  moment  when  his  whole  audience  hung 
upon  his  lips  anxiously  expecting  the  revelation 
of  some  grand  remedy  for  the  convulsions  of  the 
country,he  concluded  his  speech,  as  the  historian 
informs  us,  "by  explaining,  to  the  assembled  par- 
liament, the  eighty-fifth  psalm."  Now,sir,I  have 
alwaysj  entertained  a  strong  prejudice  against 
Cromwell,  and  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  do  him 
justice  in  anything:  but  I  will  affirm  before  this 
House,  and  maintain  before  any  tribunal  in  the 
world,  that  his  remedy  for  the  anarchy  of  Eng- 
land, was  as  practicable  as  sincere,  and  as  intel- 
ligible as  that  confusion  of  false  lights  which 
this  administration  has  thrown  out  to  cover  de- 


366 


REGISTER  OP  DEBATES. 


[23d  C.  IstS. 


signs  against  the  liberties  of  this  country,  more 
fatal  than  those  which  Cromwell  had  formed 
against  the  liberties  of  England. 

Do  you  doubt,  sir,  that  when  Cromwell  was 
amusing  the  Parliament  by  expounding  a  psalm, 
his  mind  was  filled  with  the  alluring  vision  of 
crowns,  sceptres  and  all  the  appendages  of  that 
more  than  kingly  power,  which  he  had  then  re- 
solved to  establish?  And  can  we  doubt,  in  the 
midst  of  concurring  signs  which  every  where 
meet  the  eye  ,that  it  is  the  settled  purpose,  of  the 
existing  dynasty,  to  perpetuate  its  power,  by  a 
gigantic  system  of  government  banking,  with- 
out any  example  in  history  ? 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  experience  of  the  last  few 
years  has  entirely  changed  my  views  as  to  the 
destiny  of  the  human  race.     All  my  youthful 
visions  of  the  perfectability  of  mankind,   have 
vanished  before  the   sad  realities  of  the  times. 
They  are  gone  forever.     I  am  now  constrained 
to  believe  that  with  all  the  lights  of  reason  andex- 
perience,  and  the  political  improvements  of  our 
country,  men  are  still  the   idolatrous  and  pre- 
destinated  victims  of  imposture.    Before  that 
God  to  whom  I  am  responsible  for  what  I  say 
here,  I  do  believe  that  the  annals  of  human  idol- 
atry and  delusion  cannot  furnish  an  example  of 
a  more  impudent ,  audacious,and  monstrous  im- 
posture, than  that  which  this  administration  is 
attempting — and  I  fear  with  too  much  success, 
to  palm  upon  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  flimsy  and  delusive  guize  of  return- 
ing to  the  primitive  simplicity  of  a  "hard  money 
government!"     Nothing  that   I  have  read,  a- 
mongstall  the  superstitions  of  the  world,  trans- 
cends its  monstrous  audacity.     "A  hard  money 
government!!"      From  what  quarter  is  it  to 
come?  and  in  what  manner  is  it  to  begin?   It  is 
to  come  from  the  land  which  is  already  over- 
shadowed by  the  "  Ss-fety  Fund  system,"  of 
converting  commercial  banks  into  political  ma- 
chines !   Under  such  auspices,  it  very  naturally 
commences ,  by  establishing  a  mere  paper  sys- 
tem, wholly  unconnected  with  specie,  by  way 
of  going  back  to  "a  hard  money  government!!'' 
Destroy  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  remove 
the  only  effective  barrier  which  can  restrain  an 
unlimited  issue  of  the  mere  rag  currency  which 
once  before  afflicted  the  country,  and  all  will 
be  well  1 1     An  unchecked  system  of  paper  is- 
sues, a  '  'Federal  Safety  Fund  system,"  is  a  most 
extraordinary  piece  of  machinery  for  coining 
hard  money  !    Yet  suoh  is  the  watchword,  such 
the  talismanic  motto  of  the  "republican  party," 
as  it  has  been  proclaimed  by  that  official  organ 
which  seldom  speaks  but  in  the  words  of  its 
master ;  and  through  which  the  general  orders 
have  been    issued,   for    the  pending  and  ap- 
proaching campaigns.     It  is  a  contest  between 
Jackson  money  and  bank  money  !  hard  money 
and  paper  money  !     Let   the  partisans  of  the 
administration  put  a  few  silver  dollars  in  their 
pockets,  and  make  them  gingle  on  the  hustings 
and  the  victory  is  certain  !     Jackson  money  ! 
Will  any  gentleman  inform  me  how  much  Jack- 
son money   now  circulates  in. New  York  !     Or 
is  Jackson  money,  like  Jackson  democracy,  one 


thing   in  New  York  and  another  in  Virginia? 
Pray  what  is  New  York  Jackson  money  ? 

But,  sir,  what  are  the  signs  by  which  this 
golden  age  is  heralded  forth  to  bless  the  eyes 
of  the  faithful  ?  The  blow  of  death  is  scarcely 
struck  at  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  when, 
without  waiting  for  its  expiring  groans, 
behold  a  host  of  banks  of  all  sizes  are  seen 
springing  up  like  pestilential  exhalations.  A 
bank  with  a  capital  of  ten  millions  in  Louisiana, 
another  in  Ohio,  and  another  in  Kentucky,  and 
I  do  not  know  how  many  are  in  contemplation 
in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  But  what  is 
much  more  '  'germain  to  the  matter,"  we  have 
recently  seen  a  project  brought  forward  in 
New  York,  by  the  authors  and  managers  of  the 
"Safety  Fund  System,"  and  evidently  to  prop 
that  tottering  fabric,  to  make  a  loan  of  six  mill- 
ions of  dollars,  to  the  banks  confederated  by 
that  system,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the 
people  from  the  distresses  produced  by  this 
executive  experiment;  and  the  whole  property 
of  the  people  of  New  York  is  to  be  mortgaged 
for  the  redemption  of  the  Stuck  which  is  thus 
to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  politicians  to  cor- 
rupt and  purchase  up  the  people  !  In  Pennsyl- 
vania, also,  we  see  indications  equally  unequi- 
vocal, of  an  approaching  catastrophe.  At  a 
great  Jackson  meeting,  in  Philadelphia,  trum- 
peted forth  as  one  of  the  largest  and  most  im- 
posing, ever  assembled  in  that  city,  graced  by 
the  presence  of  a  former  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, a  former  Senator  of  the  United  States, 
and  all  the  office  holders,  the  audacious  propo- 
sition was  made  and  carried,  to  sell  the  seven 
millions  of  bank  stock  owned  by  the  United 
States,  and  lend  the  proceeds  to  the  State  banks 
under  the  authority  and  discretion  of  this  ad- 
ministration. Under  the  same  auspices ,  a  pro- 
position has  been  made  to  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania  to  establish  a  State  bank,  with  a 
capital  of  ten  millions,  one  half  to  be  subscribed 
by  the  State — a  mere  political  machine  for 
squandering  the  money  of  the  people  to  accom- 
plish the  corrupt  purposes  of  desperate  politi- 
cians. Such  are  a  few  of  the  more  prominent 
signs  of  coming  events,  and  no  man  who  does 
not  voluntarily  close  his  eyes  upon  what  is  pass- 
ing before  him  and  around  him,  can  behold 
them  without  alarm.  I  do  most  solemnly  believe 
that  if  the  administration  shall  succeed  in  their 
present  projects,  for  combining  the  banking, 
with  the  political  power  of  the  country,  they 
will  establish  a  colossal  despotism  without  any 
parallel  in  history,  and  wielding  an  element  of 
political  power,  wholly  unknown  to  any  other 
age  or  country.  It  is  an  eventful  crisis  in  our 
history,  and  it  remains  to  be  decided  whether 
people  can  be  made  the  dupes  of  this  monstrous 
scheme  of  ambition,  covered  over  by  the  pre- 
tence of  going  back  to  a  silver  currency.  Sir, 
it  is  not  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  human 
idolatry,  when  the  horrid  features  of  a  foul  and 
unnatural  monster  of  imposture,  have  been  con- 
cealed from  the  eyes  of  his  deluded  followers, 
by  a  silver  veil.  You  have  no  doubt  read,  sir, 
the  instructive  illustration  of  the  weakness  of 
human  delusion,  and  the  boldness  of  human  }m- 
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posture,  furnished  by  the  Irish  poet  in  the  story 
of  the  veiled  Prophet  of  Khorassan.  Deprived 
of  nature's  fair  proportions,  the  bold  impostor 
covered  his  deformity  with  a  silver  veil,  and 
hoisted  a  broad  white  flag  upon  which  was  in- 
scribed, in  words  of  sunshine,  "freedom  to  the 
world."  Holding-  out  the  alluring  promise 
that  he  would  set  free, 
••This  fettered   world  from   every  bond  and 

stain, 
And  bring  its  primal  glories  back  again/' 
he  drew  millions  of  devoted  followers  to  his 
banner.  And  after  he  had  prevailed  upon 
them  to  sacrifice  their  souh  and  bodies  to  his 
unholy  rites,  he  raised  the  veil;  and,  instead  of 
disclosing  the  promised  vision  of  heavenly  light, 
exhibited  his  foul  lineaments  •'  in  grinning 
mockery;"  exclaiming  to  his  wretched  victims, 
••There,  ye  wise  saints,  behold  your  light,  your 

star, 
Ye  would  be  dupes  and  victims,  and  ye  are." 

May  the  honest  devotees  of  a  hard  money 
currency,  the  ••working  men's  society,"  and  all 
others  who  are  opposed  to  the  banking  system, 
upon  whatever  principles,  take  warning  from 
the  example  of  these  voluntary  victims  of  a  da- 
ring imposture,  and  avoid  their  fate!  They 
here  behold  their  late  accurately  prefigured,  if 
they  do  not  rise  up  and  resist  the  scheme  of 
imposture  which  I  have  attempted  to  expose. 
Let  the  people  of  the  United  States  rouse  up 
from  their  slumber  of  fatal  security,  or  when 
they  do  wake,  it  will  be  only  to  clank  their 
chains. 

Sir,  it  never  has  been  the  intention  of  this 
administration,  to  return  to  a  specie  currency. 
From  the  very  first  message  of  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate  until  the  present  moment, 
there  has  been  a  deliberate  design  on  the  part 
of  those  who  have  written  his  messages,  to  es- 
tablish a  Government  bank  in  some  form,  to  be 
used  as  a  machine  of  political  power.  I  could 
establish  this  before  any  impartial  jury  in  the 
country,  by  a  chain  of  evidence,  strong  and 
conclusive;  but  I  have  not  lime  to  go  into  de- 
tails. In  his  first  message,  he  recommended  a 
bank  "founded  upon  the  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  its  revenues  ;"  and  in  a  subsequent 
message,  he  says,  «'In  the  spirit  of  improvement 
and  compromise,  which  distinguishes  our  coun* 
try  and  its  institutions,  it  becomes  us  to  inquire 
whether  it  be  not  possible  to  secure  the  advan- 
tages afforded  by  the  present  bank,  through 
the  agency  of  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  so 
modified  in  its  principles  and  structure,  as  t 
obviate  constitutional  and  other  objections." 

In  his  conversation  with  some  of  the  com 
mittees  from  our  commercial  cities,  he  inform- 
ed that  if  his  experiment  should  fail,  as  it  has 
already,  he  would  have  a  bank  «'  founded  upon 
the  checks  and  balances  of  this  Government, 
a  riddle  which  I  cannot  interpret;  but  which, 
like  the  responses  of  the   Delphic  oracle,  will 


cal  bank."  Now,  sir,  put  this  and  that  togeth- 
er, take  all  those  proofs  and  connect  them 
with  the  visible  portents  which  we  see  all  about 
us,  and  no  man  can  resist  the  conclusion,  that  a 
political  bank,  wielded  by  the  Executive  De- 
partment, and  converting  the  whole  moneyed 
resources  and  credit  of  the  country  into  an  ele- 
ment of  political  power,  is  to  be  the  final  con- 
summation of  this  great  and  desperate  struggle 
for  supreme  power.  It  is  easy  to  read  the  fu- 
ture history  of  the  country,  if  the  schemes  of 
the  reigning  dynasty  are  not  defeated  by  the 
people.  Anarchy  is  the  highway  to  despotic 
power,  whether  it  be  a  banking  or  political  des- 
potism. When  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  destroyed,  the  currency  will  be  thrown 
into  such  derangement  and  confusion,  that  the 
country  will  be  prepared  to  submit  to  any  Na- 
tional Bank  rather  than  endure  the  prevailing 
evils.  Then  the  administration  will  come  for- 
ward in  that  "spirit  of  improvement"  of  which 
the  President  speaks,  with  their  grand  scheme 
of  a  "  political  bank,  founded  upon  the  checks 
and  balances  of  this  Government." 

I  fear,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  lessons  of  ex- 
perience are  lost  upon  nations.  No  people 
have  been  more  severely  schooled  by  this  teach- 
er, than  the  people  of  the  United  States  have 
been  on  this  subject.  And  I  never  reflect  upon 
our  present  condition  and  prospects,  without 
recurring  to  the  fate  of  the  Italian,  who  pos- 
sessing a  strong  and  robust  constitution,  sacri- 
ficed it  to  the  tempering  of  experimental  quack- 
ery. His  epitaph  was  brief,  and  contained  an 
instructive  lesson.  •'  I  was  well;  I  would  be 
better;  I  am  here."  May  it  never  be  the  pain- 
ful office  of  the  historian  to  inscribe  the  same 
warning  epitaph  on  the  mighty  ruins  of  our 
national  prosperity ! 

I  have  a  few  words  to  say  to  the  southern 
gentlemen,  who  believe  this  Government  has 
no  constitutional  power  to  incorporate  a  bank. 
And  I  cannot  but  express  my  regret,  that  their 
constitutional  scruples  should  so  operate  as  to 
render  them  utterly  powerless  in  the  real  con- 
test which  will  here  be  decided  between  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States;  and  that  greatest 
of  all  monsters,  a  political  bank.  Disguise  as 
we  may  "to  this  complexion,  it  must  come  at 
last."  The  question  of  maintaining  and  pre- 
serving and  continuing  a  system  of  banking 
and  currency  ,  is  essentially  different  fro»  that 
of  creating  such  a  system.  If  the  Bank  ot  the 
United  States  were  a  political  cancer  in  the 
body  politic,  I  would  not  have  it  torn  out  by 
the  rude  and  violent  hand  of  an  unskilful  sur- 
gery. Admitting  it  to  be  unconstitutional,  we 
cannot  but  perceive  that  it  has  become  incorpo- 
rated with  our  whole  system  of  national  wealth 
and  currency;  and  is  as  essential  to  our  pros- 
perity as  the  vital  air  to  the  human  system.  To 
withdraw  under  any  circumstances  would  be 
hazardous;  but  withdraw  it  suddenly  will  be 
exceedingly  hazardous  and  productive  of  in- 


doubtless  be  interpreted  to  suit  any  emergen-  calculable  pecuniary  embarrassment  and  suffer- 
cy.  We  have  also  heard,  from  a  distinguished  ing.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  same  principle 
and  confidential  friend  of  the  second  officer  ofl  which  induced  Mr.  Jefferson  to  approve  of  an 
the  Government,  that  we  must  have  a  "politi-l  act  establishing  a  new  branch,  though  he  be- 
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lieved  the  act  of  incorporation  unconstitutional, 
should  induce  gentlemen  now,  who  entertain 
the  same  constitutional  opinion,  to  atquiesce 
in  a  system  which  is  already  established,  and 
which  they  will  tear  down,  at  our  immense  na- 
tional sacrifice,  who  vote  against  a  recharter. 
If  it  were  a  question  of  creating  a  bank  in  a 
doubtful  case,  wisdom  would  refuse  to  act  be- 
cause inaction  would  leave  things  as  they  were. 
But  the  case  is  entirely  reversed  when  action 
leaves  things  as  they  are,  and  inaction  throws 
every  thing  into  confusion. 

But  the  view  of  the  subject  which  should  be 
decisive,  in  my  opinion,  with  the  constitutional 
party  of  the  South,  is  the  alternative  obviously 
presented,  if  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  be 
not  rechartered.  The  existing  bank,  as  an  in- 
strument of  the  finances  and  the  currency,  is 
surpassed  by  no  institution  in  the  world.  No 
nation,  of  equal  extent,  has  such  a  currency  as 
it  gave  us.  The  inevitable  result  of  destroying 
it,  is  to  ensure  the  establishment  of  a  federal 
safety  fund  system,  of  State  banks,  under  a 
political  organization,  or  a  grand  political  bank; 
either  of  them  confessedly  producing  a  more 
unconstitutional  state  of  things  than  the  pres- 
ent? Do  gentlemen  suppose  they  can  escape 
the  responsibility  of  producing  this  state  of 
things  because  it  will  be  done  by  a  negative  vote? 
It  requires  very  keen  optics  to  perceive  the 
substantial  difference  between  a  political  bank 
created  by  this  Government,  and  a  confederacy 
of  State  banks,  organiz  d  and  used  and  control- 
led by  the  executive  department,  or  even  by 
Congress.  Are  gentlemen  prepared  to  see  the 
•  'Safety  Fund  system"  of  New  York  extended 
over  the  Union?"  What  is  the  principle  and  the 
spirit  of  that  system?  It  places  the  whole  bank- 
ing interest  and  moneyed  power  of  the  State 
under  the  supervision  and  control  of  politicians; 
and  this  is  the  model  held  up  to  our  admiration, 
by  those  who  are  preaching  most  excellent  po- 
litical sermons,  in  favor  of  an  exclusive  specie 
currency !  ! 

I  fear,  sir,  that  we  have  not  sufficiently  real- 
ized the  importance  of  a  sound  and  stable  cur- 
rency. All  our  civil  institutions  combined  are 
not  more  important  than  this,  as  a  guaranty 
for  secure  enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  property. 
In  vain  do  we  boast  of  our  laws  and  the  incor- 
ruptible purity  of  our  judges,  as  means  of  pro- 
tecting property,  if  you  take  away  the  very  sub- 
stratum upon  which  the  whole  superstructure 
must  rest.  I  will  hazard  the  opinion  that  in  the 
six  months  of  the  executive  usurpation  and  mis- 
rule which  has  elapsed  since  the  removal  of  the 
deposites, — the  brief  period  of  a  Roman  dicta- 
torship— property  to  the  amount  of  100,000,000 
of  dollars  has  passed  from  the  pockets  of  the 
enterprising  and  industrious  classes  into  the 
strong  boxes  of  that  moneyed  aristocracy  against 
which  this  administration  professes  to  be  making 
war.  Such  is  the  magic  power  of  transferring 
property  from  class  to  class  by  means  of  a  dis- 
ordered currency.  It  goes  from  one  to  another, 
like  the  balls  of  a  conjurer  passing  from  cup  to 
cup,  which  no  one  perceives  while    passing, 


though  every  one  can  see  the  result  after  it  is 
consummated. 

No  administration  has  done  more  than  this  to 
increase  the  progress  of  the  moneyed  aristocra- 
cy, and  none  has  even  done  more  to  diminish 
the  honest  earnings  of  the  poor.  And  I  will 
add,  that  no  measure  has  tended  more  to  pro- 
duce these  resultsthan  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites. 

I  will  now  trouble  the  House  with  a  few  re- 
marks on  another  topic  which  has  been  intro- 
duced into  this  debate.  A  gentlemen  from 
Virginia  at  an  early  period  of  this  debate  (Mr. 
Patton)  and  an  ex-Senator  from  the  same 
State  on  a  late  occasion,  have  remarked,  in 
substance  that  no  man  has  done  more  to  put 
down  the  tariff  and  internal  improvements,  and 
to  advance  the  Virginia  doctrines  of  State 
Rights  than  the  present  Chief  Magistrate.  And 
the  Southern  gentlemen  are  called  upon  to  look 
with  indulgence  upon  any  other  errors  he  may 
have  committed  in  consideration  of  these  great 
and  meritorious  services.  Yes,  sir,  it  is  gravely  al- 
leged that  General  Jackson  has  done  more  than 
any  other  man  to  re-establish  the  doctrines  of 
Jefferson. 

I  propose  to  examine  these  extraordinary  pre- 
tensions very  briefly.  And  first  of  internal  im- 
provement. We  are  told  that  this  many  head- 
ed monster  lies  prostrate  under  the  club  of  Her- 
cules, the  veto.  And  what  proof  is  offered?— 
Why,  a  miserable  little  appropriation  for  the 
Maysville  road!  Now  you  will  scarely  believe 
me  sir,  when  I  tell  you  that  this  political  Hercu- 
les, after  having  struck  offone  head  of  the  Hy- 
dra actually  gave  up  the  contest  and  threw 
away  Ids  club.  You  will  be  still  more  surpris- 
ed to  learn  that  in  the  very  year  in  which  he 
performed  this  great  constitutional  labor,  he 
signed  and  approved  appropriation  for  internal 
improvement,  to  a  larger  amount  than  had  been 
made  in  any  one  year  of  the  preceeding  admin- 
istration. 

To  be  more  particular,  sir,  although  the  previ- 
ous administration  had  been  charged  with 
squandering  the  public  money  in  these  improve- 
ments, to  buy  up  the  votes  of  the  people,  yet  the 
whole  amount  expended  in  the  two  last  years  of 
that  administration,  was  only  $812,336;  where- 
as the  sum  expended  in  the  two  first  years  of  this 
administration,  amounted  to  $1,364,293,  being 
an  increase  of  more  than  fifty  per  cenf.  This  is 
in  the  true  spirit  of  Jackson  retrenchment  and 
economy !  But  this  is  not  all.  General  Jackson 
voted,  I  believe,  for  the  celebrated  survey  bill  of 
1824,  and  certainly  for  the  subscription  to  the 
stock  of  the  Delaware  Canal  Company.  And 
as  the  merits  of  this  administration  are  evidently 
designed  to  be  involved  in  the  contest  for  the  suc- 
cession, it  is  not  out  of  place  to  say,  that  the 
second  officer  of  the  Government  voted,  not  only 
for  the  survey  bill  of  1824,  but  for  the  toll  gate 
bill— the  most  extreme  of  all  the  powers  ever  ex- 
ercised on  that  subject,  assuming  to  exercise  ju- 
risdiction and  sovereignty  within  the  limits  of  the 
States.  In  theory  the  President  admits  that  Con- 
gress has  the  right  of  appropriation  for  national 


April  4.] 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


569 


ibjects,  even  in  his  veto  message ;  and  in  prac- 
ice  he  has  gone  beyond  any  of  his  predecessors. 
Then  how  is  it  as  to  the  tariff  ?  Gen.  Jack- 
son voted  for  the  tariff  of  1824,  the  first  practi- 
cal assumption  of  the  power  to  impose  duties 
exclusively  for  protection,  and  the  second  offi- 
cer of  the  Government  (Mr.  Van  Buren)  voted 
for  the  tariff  of  1828;  best  known  a3  the  bill  of 
abominations,  the  most  odious  and  extravagant 
ineasure  of  protection  ever  adopted.  The  Presi- 
dent has  scarcely  ever  omitted  to  affirm  in  his 
annual  messages  the  constitutionality  and  expe- 
diency of  a  protecting  tariff;  and  going  beyond 
jury  of  his  predecessors,  he  recommended  to 
Congress  a  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue 
among  the  States,  distinctly  upon  the  ground, 
that  it  was  necessary  to  keep  up  the  duties  for 
protection  higher  than  was  necessary  for  the 
purposes  of  revenue.  But  he  has  done  so 
much  for  the  cause  of  State  rights,  that  we  are 
invoked  to 

"Be  to  his  faults  a  little  blind, 
And  to  his  virtues  very  kind." 

And  what,  pray,  has  he  done  for  the  cause  of 
State  Rights?  Has  he  not  annihilated  the  so- 
vereignty of  the  States,  by  proclamation  ?  Has 
he  not  proclaimed  that  this  federal  Government 
was  created  by  the  whole  people*  as  a  consoli- 
dated mass,  and  not  by  the  States  as  separate  com- 
munities? Has  he  not  proclaimed  that  the  States 
are  not,  and  never  were  sovereign  ?  Has  he  not 
denied  the  right  of  the  States  to  judge  of  the  in- 
fractions of  the  Constitution,  in  the  last  resort; 
and  assumed  to  himself  the  right  of  umpirage 
to  be  enforced  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet?  And 
this  is  the  man  to  whom  the  praise  is  ascribed, 
of  doing  more  than  any  man  living  for  the  doc- 
trines of  Jefferson !  I  call  upon  the  disciples  of 
Jefferson,  here  and  every  where,  to  unite  with  me 
in  a  crusade  to  rescue  the  consecrated  banner 
of  that  great  apostle  of  liberty,  from  the  hands 
of  those  political  infidels,  who  are  maintaining 
the  doctrines  of  the  Proclamation  and  Force 
Bill,  and  who  would  strike  down  the  sovereign- 
ty of  the  States — and  then  impiously  wave  it 
over  the  solitude  of  a  consolidated  despotism. 

But  I  am  exhausted,  and  though  I  have  not  ex- 
hausted the  subject,  I  fear  I  have  exhausted  the 
indulgent  patience  ©f  the  House.  I  have  discharg- 
ed what  will  probably  be  the  last  duty  of  this 
kind  which  I  shall  ever  perform  on  this  theatre. 
It  has  been  done  with  no  feeling  of  personal  un- 
kindness  to  the  distinguished  individual  whose 
conduct  I  have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  arraign, 
but  "more  in  sorrow  than  in  anger."  While  I 
cannot  forget  the  feelings  of  past  days,  when  I 
fought  under  his  banner,  neither  can  I  forget 
that  he  has  violated  every  pledge  and  every  prin- 
ciple which  animated  my  efforts. 

I  do  most  sincerely  believe  that  our  liberties 
are  in  imminent  danger;  and  if  the  projected 
union  between  the  political  power  and  the  bank- 
ing power  of  the  country  should  be  once  esta- 
blished, I  do  not  believe  it  will  be  in  the  power 
of  human  wisdom  to  save  us  from  a  deep-seated, 
all-pervading  despotism.  If  it  were  the  last  ad- 
monition I  was  permitted  to  address  to  my  coun 


trymen,  I  would  say,  "  for  the  sake  of  your  an- 
cestors, for  the  sake  of  your  posterity,  guard 
against  the  unholy  and  corrupt  connexion  be- 
tween money  and  power,  by  every  precaution  of 
human  prudence."  It  is  the  natural  instinct  of 
a  bank,  organized  upon  true  banking  principles, 
to  abstain  from  politics;  but  the  hand  of  power 
eannet  be  thrust  into  its  affairs  without  produc- 
ing fatal  consequences  to  both. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  be  alio  red  to  express  the 
hope  that  some  important  benefit  may  yet  grow 
out  of  the  calamity  which  so  heavily  afflicts  the 
country.  But  be  that  as  it  may,  I  leave  the  re- 
sult to  that  Beneficent  Power  who  has  hitherto  pro- 
tected the  rights  and  liberties  of  our  favored 
country. 

Mr.  MASON  remarked,  that,  in  his  poor 
judgment,  the  time  had  come  when  it  was 
necessary  that  something  should  be  done  by  the 
House  to  allay  the  excitement  which  prevailed 
on  this  momentous  question.  The  debate  had 
gone  on  so  long  that,  although  the  supporters  of 
the  administration  might  have  some  cause  to 
complain  for  having  a  decision  now  taken  in  the 
face  of  the  eloquent  blaze  they  had  just  heard 
from  the  honorable  member  from  South  Caroli- 
na, their  opponents  could  not.  He  therefore  de- 
manded the  previous  question. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  and  Mr.  HALL.of  North  Caro- 
lina, were  appointed  tellers,  and  the  House  se- 
conded the  call — Ayes  114— -Nays  105 

Mr."  SELDEN  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  By 
the  36th  rule  of  the  House,  no  member  should 
vote  upon  a  question  in  which  he  was  interes- 
ted. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  such  a  question 
could  not  be  then  raised;  the  House  having  se- 
conded the  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  SELDEN  said  he  understood  there  were 
many  members,  who  being  stockholders  in  the 
State  banks  selected  by  the  Secretary  for  the  de- 
pository of  the  public  money,  were  interested 
in  the  present  question,  and  came  within  the 
vote. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  when  any  member  who 
was  interested  was  about  to  vote,  then  was  the 
time  to  raise  such  an  objection. 

Mr.  VANCE  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  POLK  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  motion;  which  were  ordered. 

The  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative,  yeas 
103,  nays  119. 

Mr.  DICKSON,  of  N.  Y.  moved  a  call  of  the 
House,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  a  motion  for  a  call  rejected. 
Yeas  100,  nays  120. 

Mr.  CHILTON  said,  if  it  was  in  order,  he 
would  move  that  the  first  resolution,  viz:  "That 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ought  not  to  be 
rechartered,"  should  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  inasmuch  as  a 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  of  the  second  class 
of  privileged  questions,  whilst  a  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question  was  in  the  third  class,  the  motion 
of  Mr.  C.  having  precedence,  was  in  order. 

Mr.  CHILTON  then  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  his  motion  to  lay  the  joint  resolution 
I  on  the  table,  which  were  ordered;  and  the  ques- 
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tion  thereon  having  been  put,  was  decided  in  the 
negative —yeas  82,  nays  136. 

YEAS.— John  Q..  Adams,  H.  Allen,  J.  J. 
Allen,  C.  Allan,  W.  H.  Ashley,  J.  Banks,  N. 
Barber,  D.  L.  Barringer,  W.  Baylies,  M.  Beaty, 
J.  M.  Bell,  H.  Binney,  G.  N.  Briggs,  J.  Bull, 
T.  Burges,  H.  Cage,  G.  Chambers,  Chilton,  R. 
Choate,  W.  Clarke,  T.  Corwin,  R.  Coulter,  J. 
H.  Crane,  David  Crockett,  E.  Darlington,  A. 
Davis,  E.  Deberry,  B.  F.  Deming,  H.  Denny, 
L.  P.  Dennis,  J.  Dickson,  J.  Duncan,  Wm.  W. 
Ellsworth,  G.  Evans,  E.  Everett,  H.  Everett, 
Mi  Fillmore,  S.  A.  Foot,  P.  C.  Fuller,  J.  Gra- 
ham, G.  Grennell,  Jr.,  H.  Hall,  G.  Hard,  B.  Har- 
din,  J.  M.  Harper,  J .  Harper,  A.  Hazeltine,  J . 
P.  Heath,  J.  W.  Huntington,  Wm.  Jackson,  H. 
King,  G.  W.  Lay,  L.  Lincoln,  H.  C.  Martindale, 
T,  A.  Marshall,  J.  McCarty,  W.  McComas,  T. 
M.  T.  McKennan,  C.  F.  Mercer,  J.  J.  Milligan, 
S.  McD.  Moore,  H.  L.  Pinckney,  D.  Potts,  jr., 
R.  Ramsay,  J.  Reed,  D.  Selden,  W.  H.  Shepard, 
A.  H.  Shepperd,  W.  Slade,  J.  Sloane,  A.  Stew- 
art, P.  Thomas,  C.  Tompkins,  S.  Tweedy,  J. 
Vance,  S.  F.  Vinton, .  J.  G.  Watmough,  E.  D. 
White,  F.  Whittlesey,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Wil- 
liams, E.  C.  Wilson,  E.  Young— 82. 

NAYS — Messrs.  John  Adams,  W.  Allen,  An- 
thony, Archer,  Beale,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beau- 
mont, John  Bell,  Blair,  Bockee,  Bodle,  Boon, 
Bouldin,  Brown,  Bunch,  Burd,  Bynum,  Cambre- 
leng,  Campbell,  Carmichael,  Carr,  Casey,  Cha- 
ney,  Chinn,  Claiborne,  S.  Clark,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Clowney,  Coffee,  Connor,  Cramer,  W.  R.  Davis, 
Davenport,  Day,  Dickerson,  Dickinson,  Dunlap, 
Felder,  Forester,  Foster,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Fulton, 
Galbraith,  Gholson,  Gillet,  Gilmer,  Gordon, 
Grayson,  Griffin,  J.  Hall,  T .  H.  Hall,  Halsey, 
Hamer,  Hannegan,  J.  M.  Harper,  Harrison,  Ha- 
thaway, Hawkins,  Hawes,  Joseph  Henderson, 
Howard,  Hubbard,  A.  Huntington,  Inge,  Jarvis, 
W.  C.Johnson,  R.M.  Johnson,  Noadiah  John- 
son, Cave  Johnson,  S.  Jones,  B .  Jones,  Kava- 
nagh,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Law 
rence,  Luke  Lea,  Lee,  Leavitt,  Loyall,  Lucas, 
Lyon,  Lytle,  A.  Mann,  jr.,  J.  K.  Mann,  Mardis, 
John  Y.  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  jr.,  Mclntire, 
McKay,  McKinley,  McLene,  McVean,  Miller, 
H.  Mitchell,  R.  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Murphy, 
Osgood,  Page,  Parks,  Parker,  Patterson,  Pearce, 
Peyton,  Pierce,  Pierson,  Plummer,  Polk,  Pope, 
Rencher,  Schenck,  Schley,  C.  TSlade,  Smith, 
Spangler,  Speight,  Standifer,  Stoddert,  Taylor, 
W.  P.  Taylor,  F.  Thomas,  Thomson,  Turner, 
Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell, 
Wayne,  Webster,  Whallon,  Wilde— 136. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  this  resolution  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  WILDE  appealed  to  the  courtesy  of  the 
House,  as  it  was  obvious  there  could  be  no  further 
debate,  to  permit  a  vote  be  taken,  that  his 
friends  might  have  an  opportunity  of  recording 
their  sentiments  on  the  amendment  submitted  by 
him,  "  that  the  reasons  of  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  removing  the  deposites  were 
insufficient." 

The  SPEAKER  said  this  was  not  in  order,  ex- 
cept  by  unanimous  consent  of  the  House. 
Mr.  POLK  •bjecUd. 


Mr.  BURD  then  moved  to  lay  the  other  reso- 
lutions (being  2d,  3d,  and  4th)  of  the  committee 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  called  for  a  division  on  thi« 
question.     Ordered. 

Mr.  DAVENPORT  demanded  the  yeas  audi 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  on  the  2d  and  3d  resolutions,  J 
viz: — 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  public  deposites  ought*! 
not  to  be  restored  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  State  banks  ought  to  be 
continued  as  the  places  of  deposite  of  the  publi 
money,  and  that  it  is  expedient  for  Congress  V 
make  further  provisions  by  law,  prescribing  tf 
mode  of  selection,  the  securities  to  be  take 
and  the  manner  and  terms  on  which  they  are 
be  employed. 

Was  then  put  and  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  95,  nays  125. 

YEAS. — Messrs.  John   Q.    Adams,    Heman 
Allen ,  John  J.  Allen,  Chilton  Allan,  William  S. 
Archer,  William  H.  Ashley ,  John  Banks,  Noyesi 
Barber,  Charles  A.  Barnitz ,  Daniel  L.  Barring-; 
er,  William  Baylies,  Martin  Beaty,  James  M. 
Bell,  Horace  Binney,  George  N.  Briggs,  Johnr 
Bnll^  George   Burd,   Tristam   Burges,    Harryjl 
Cage,  Robert  B.  Campbell,  George  Chambers,! 
Thomas   Chilton,  Rufus  Choate,   N.   H.  Clai-J 
borne,  W.  Clark,  A.  S.  Clayton,  W.  K.  Clow-, 
ney,  T.  Corwin,    R.  Coulter,  J.  H.  Crane,  D.» 
Crockett,  E.  Darlington,  A.  Davis,  T.  Daven- 
port, E.   Deberry,   B.  F.  Deming,  H.  Denny, 
L.  P.  Dennis,   J.  Dickson,  J.  Duncan,  W.  W. 
Ellsworth,   G.Evans,  E.Everett,  H.Everett,, 
J.  Ewing,   J.  M.  Felder,    S.  A.  Foot,   T.  F 
Foster,   J.  H.  Fulton,   J.  H.  Gholson,   W.  F. 
Gordon,  W.  J.  Grayson,  G.  Grennell,  jr.,  J.  K. 
Griffin,  H.  Hall,  G.  Hard.B.  Hardin,  J.  Harper, , 
A.  Hazeltine,   J.  P.  Heath,  J.  W.  Huntington,> 
W.  C.  Johnson,  H.  King,  L.  Lincoln,  H.  C.  ■ 
Martindale,  T.  A.  Marshall,  W.  McComas,  J.J. 
McKay,  T.  M.  T.  McKennan,  C.  F.  Mercer,  J. . 
J.  Milligan,    S.  McD.  Moore,  H.  L.  Pinckney, 
D.  Potts,  jr.,  J.  Reed,  A.  Rencher,  D.  Selden, , 
A.  H.   Shepperd,    W.  ISlade,   J.    Sloane,   A.. 
Stewart,  W.  P.Taylor.P.  Thomas,  C.Tomkins,i 
S.  Tweedy,  J.Vance,  S.  F.  Vinton,  J.  G.  Wat- 
mough,  E.   D.  White,   F.  Whittlesey,  Elisha 
Whittlesey, Richard  H.  Wilde,  Lewis  Williams,) 
Edgar  C.  Wilson,  Ebenezer  Young — 95. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  J.  Adams,  Wm.  Allen,  An- 
thony, Beale,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  J. 
Bell,  Blair,  Bockee,  Bouldin,  Brown,  Bunch, 
Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Carmichael,  Carr,  Casey, 
Chaney,  Chinn,  S.  Clark,  Clay,  Coffee,  Con- 
nor, Cramer,  W.  R.  Davis,  Day,  Dickerson, 
Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Fillmore,  Forester,  P.  C. 
Fuller,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Gillett,  Gif- 
mer,  Graham,  J.  Hall,  T.  H.  Hall,  Halsey,  Ha 
mer,  Hannegan,  J.  M.  Harper,  Harrison,  Hath- 
away, Hawkins,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Howell*, 
Hubbard,  A.  Huntington,  Inge,  Jackson,  Jai» 
vis,  R.  M.  Johnson,  N.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson, 
S.  Jones,  B-  Jones,  Kavanagh,  Kinnard,  Lane, 
Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Lay,  L.  Lea,  T. 
Lee,  Leavitt,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Lytle,  A. 
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nn,  jr.  J.  K.  Mann,  Mardis,  J.  Y.  Mason, 
Mason,  McCarty,  Mclntire,  McKinley,  Mc- 
,et>e,  McVean,  Miller,  H.  Mitchell,  R.  Mitch- 
U,  Muhlenberg1,  Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Parks, 
larker,  Patterson,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Peyton,  F. 
ierce,  Pierson,  Plummer,  Polk,  Pope,  Ram- 
ty,  Schenck,  Schley,  W.  B.  Shepard,  Shinn, 
'.  Slade,  Smith,  Speight,  Standifer,  Stoddert, 
ytherland,  Wm.  Taylor,  F.  Thomas,  J.  Thom- 
m,  Turner,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener, 
Ward,  Wardwell,  Wayne,   Webster,  Whallon. 

U»8s. 

ISo  the  House  refused  to  lay  these  resolutions 
In  the  table. 

Mr.  WILDE  renewed  his  appeal  to  have  a 
ote  taken  on  his  amendment. 

Mr.  ARCHER  suggested  that  the  member 
rom  Georgia  could  have  an  opportunity  hereaf 
sr  of  submitting  his  amendment  as  a  distinct 
reposition. 

The  question  then  being — shall  the  main 
uestion  now  be  put?  (which  cuts  off  the  amend- 
ments) the  House  decided  in  the  affirmative. — 
eas  116,  nays  107. 

YEAS. — Messrs.  J.  Adams,  Wm.  Allen,  An- 
bony,  Bates,  Beale,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beau 
nont,  John  Bell,  Blair,  Bockee,  Bodle,  Boon, 
louldin,  Brown,  Bunch,  Bynum,  Cambreleng. 
larmichael,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chinn,  Sam 
el  Clark,  Clay,  Coffee,  Connor,  Cramer,  Day, 
)ickerson,  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Forester,  W. 
Z.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Gamble,  Gillet,  Joseph 
lall,  T.  H.  Hall,  Halsey,  Hamer,  Hannegan, 
.  M.  Harper,  Harrison,  Hathaway,  Hawkins, 
lawes,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hubbard,  A.  Hunt- 
ngdon,  Jarvis,  R.  M.  Johnson,  Noadiah  John- 
on,  Cave  Johnson,  S.  Jones,  B.  Jones,  Kava- 
lagh,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Law- 
ence,  Luke  Lea,  Thomas  Lee,  Leavitt,  Loyall, 
jucas,  Lyon,  Lytle,  A.  Mann,  jr.  J.  K.  Mann, 
Mardis,  J.  Y.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  jr.  Mclntyre, 
McKay,  McKinley,  McLene,  McVean.  Miller, 
J.  Mitchell,  R.  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Mur- 
)hy,  Osgood,  Page,  Parks,  Parker,  Patterson, 
D.  J.  Pearce,  Peyton,  F.  Pierce,  Pierson,  Plum- 
ner,  Polk,  Pope,  Schenck,  Shinn,  C.  Slade, 
Smith,  Speight,  Standifer,  Stoddert,  Sutherland, 
Wm.  Taylor,  F.  Thomas,  Thomson ,  Turrill, 
Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Web- 
rter,  Wayne,  Whallon — 116. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  J.  Q.  Adams,  H.Allen,  J.  J. 
Mien,  C.  Allan,  Archer,  Ashley,  Banks,  Bar- 
ber, Barnitz,  Barringer,  Baylies,  Beaty,  J.  M. 
Bell,  Binney,  Briggs,  Bull,  Burd,  Burges,  Cage, 
Campbell,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Choate,  Clai- 
borne, Wm.  Clark,  Clayton,  Clowney,  Corwin, 
Coulter,  Crane,  Crockett,  Darlington,  W.  R. 
Davis,  A.  Davis,  Davenport,  Deberry,  Deming, 
Denny,  Dennis,  Dickson,  Duncan,  Ellsworth, 
Evans,  E.  Everett,  H.  Everett,  Ewing,  Felder, 
Fillmore,  Foot,  Foster,  P.  C.  Fuller,  Fulton, 
Gholson ,  Gordon,  Graham,  Grayson,  Grennell, 

\riffin,  H.  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  J.  Harper,  Ha- 
xeltine,  Heath,  J.  W.  Huntingdon,  Inge,  Jack- 
son, W.  C  Johnson,  King,  Lay,  Lincoln,  Mar- 
tindale,  Marshall,  McCarty,  McComas,  McDuf- 
fie,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Moore,  Pinck- 

ney,  Potts,  Ramsay,  Reed,  Rencher,  Selden,  W. 


B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  William  Slade, 
Sloane,  Spangler,  Stewart,  William  P.  Taylor, 
Philemon  Thomas,  Tompkins,  Turner,  Tweedy, 
Vance,  Vinton,  Watmough,  E.  D.  White, 
Frederick  Whittlesey,  E.  Whittlesey,  Wilde, 
Williams,  Wilson,  Young — 107. 

Mr.  WILDE  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion on  the  resolutions.     Ordered, 

The  question  on  the  first  resolution,  viz:  that 
"The  Bank  of  the  U.  States  ought  not  to  be  re- 
chartered,"  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 
Yeas  165,  nays  82. 

YEAS — Messrs.  John  Adams,  William  Allen, 
Anthony,  Archer,  Beale,  Bean,Beardsley,  Beau- 
mont, John  Bell,  Blair,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brown,  Bunch,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Carmi- 
chael,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chinn,  Clairborne, 
S .  Clark,  Clay,  Clayton,  Clowney,  Coffee,  Con- 
nor, Cramer,  W.  R.  Davis,  Davenport,  Day,  P. 
Dickerson,  D.  W.  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Felder, 
Forester,  Foster,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Fulton,  Gal- 
braith, Gholson,  Gillet,  Gilmer,  Gordon,|Gray- 
son,  Griffin,  Joseph  Hall,  Thomas  H.  Hall, 
Halser,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  J.  M,  Harper,  Har- 
rison, Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Hawes,  Heath,Hen- 
derson,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Abel  Huntington, 
Inge,  Jarvis,  R.  M.  Johnson,  Noadiah  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  Seaborn  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones, 
Kavanagh,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte, 
Lawrence,  G.  W.  Lay,  L.  Lea,  T.  Lee,  Leavitt, 
Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Lytle,  A.  Mann,  jr.,  J. 
K.  Mann,  Mardis,  John  Y.  Mason,  Moses  Mason, 
jr.,  Mclntire,  McKay,  McKinley,  McLene,  Mc 
Vean,  Miller,  Henry  Miller,  Henry  Mitchell, 
Robert  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Murphy,  Osgood, 
Page,  Parks,  Parker,  Patterson,  Pearce,  Pey- 
ton, Pierce,  Pierson,  Pinckney,  Plummer,  Polk, 
Rencher,Schenck,Schley,  Shinn,Smith,  Speight, 
Standifer,  Stoddart,  Sutherland,  W.  Taylor,  W. 
P.  Tayldr,  F.  Thomas,  Thomson,  Turner,  Tur- 
rill, Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell, 
Wayne,  Webster,  Whallon— 135. 

NAYS — Messrs.  John  Quincy  Adams,  H.  Al- 
len, John  J.  Allen, Chilton  Allan,  Ashley,Banks, 
Barber,  Barnitz,  Barringer,  Baylies,  Beaty,  Jas. 
M.  Bell,  Binney,  Briggs,  Bull,  Burges,  Cage, 
Chambers, Chilton,  Choate,  William  Clark,  Cor- 
win, Coulter,  Crane,  Crockett,  Darlington,  Amos 
Davis,  Deberry,  Deming,  Denny,  Dennis,  Dick- 
son, Duncan,  Ellsworth,  Evans,  Ed wd.  Everett, 
Horace  Everett,  Fillmore,  Foot,  Philo  C.  Fuller, 
James  Graham,  George  Grennell,  Hiland  Hall, 
Gideon  Hard,  Hardin,  James  Harper,  Hazeltine, 
Jabez  W.  Huntington,  Jackson,  William  Cost 
Johnson,  Lincoln,  Martindale,  MarshalljMcCar- 
ty,  McComas,  McDuffie,  McKennan,  Mercer, 
Milligan,  Moore,  Pope,  Potts,  Reed,  W.  B. 
Shepard,  A.  H  Shepperd,  W.  Slade,  C.  Slade, 
Sloane,  Spangler,  Philemon  Thomas,Tompkins, 
Tweedy,  Vance,  Vinton,  Watmough,  E.  D. 
White,  Frederick  Whittlesey,  Elisha  Whittle- 
sey, Wilde,  Williams,  Wilson,  Young— 89. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  concurring  in 
the  second  resolution,  'That  the  deposites  ought 
not  be  restored,'  it  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— )eas  119 — nays  104,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  John  Adams,  William  A1- 
len,»Anthony,  JJeale,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beau, 
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mont,  John  Bell,  Blair,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brown,  Bunch,  Bynum,  Cambreling,  Carmi- 
chael,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chinn,  Samuel 
Clark,  Coffee,  Connor,  Cramer,  Day,  Dicker- 
son,  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Forester,  William  K. 
Fuller,  Galbraith,  Gillet,  Gilmer,  Joseph  Hall, 
Thomas  H.  Hall,  Halsey,  Hamer,  Hannegan, 
Joseph  M.  Harper,  Harrison,  Hathaway,  Haw- 
kins, Hawes,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hubbard, 
Abel  Huntingdon,  Inge,  Jarvis,  R-.  M.  Johnson, 
Noadiah  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Seaborn 
Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kavanagh,  Kinnard, 
Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Luke  Lea, 
Thomas  Lee,  Leavitt,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon, 
Lytle,  Abijah  Mann,  Joel  K.  Mann,  Mardis, 
John  Y.  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  McCarty,  Mc- 
Intire,  McKay,  McLene,  McVean,  Miller, 
Henry  Mitchell,  Robert  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg, 
Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Parks,  Parker,  Patter- 
son, Duttee  J.  Pearce,  Peyton,Franklin  Pierce, 
Pierson,  Plummer,  Polk,  Pope,  Schenck, 
Schley,  Shinn,  Charles  Slade,  Smith  Spangler, 
Speight,  Standifer,  Stoddert,  Sutherland,  Wil- 
liam Taylor,  Francis  Thomas,  Thomson, 
Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagner,  Ward,  Ward 
well,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whallon. — 119. 

NAYS — Messrs.  John  Q,.  Adams,  Heman 
Allen,  John  J.  Allen,  Chilton  Allan,  Archer, 
Ashley,  Banks,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Barringer, 
Baylies,  Beaty,  James  M.  Bell,Binney,  Briggs, 
Bull,  Burd,  Cage,  Campbell,  Chambers,  Chil- 
ton, Choate,  Claiborne,  William  Clark,  Clay- 
ton, Clowney,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane,  Crock- 
ett, Darlington,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Amos  Davis, 
Davenport,  Deberry,  Deming,  Denny,  Dennis, 
Dickson,  Duncan,  Ellsworth,  Evans,  Edward 
Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Ewing,  Felder,  Fill- 
more, Foot,  Foster,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Fulton, 
Gohlson,  Gordon,  Graham,  Grayson,  Grennell, 
Griffin,  jr.  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  James  Har- 
per,Hazeltine,Heath,  J.  W.  Huntingdon,  Jack- 
son, W.  C.  Johnson,  King,  G.  W.  Lay,  Lincoln, 
Love,Martindale,Marshall,McComas,  McDuffie, 
McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Moore,  Pinck- 
ney,  Potts,  jr.  Ramsay,  Reed,  Rencher,  Sel- 
den,  William  B.  Sheppard,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
William  Slade,  Sloane,  Stewart,  Wm.  P.  Tay- 
lor, Philemon  Thomas,  Tompkins,  Turner, 
Tweedy,  Vance,  Vinton,  Watmough,  Edward 
D.  White,  Fred.  Whittlesey,  Elisha  Whittle- 
sey, Wilde,  Williams,  Wilson,  Wise,  Young. 
104. 

The  question  being  taken  on  concurring  in 
the  third  resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative—Yeas 117 — Nays  104,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  J.  Adams,  Wm.  Allen,  An- 
thony, Beale,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  Jno. 
Bell,  Blair,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Brown, 
Bunch,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Carmichael,  Carr, 
Casey,  Chaney,  Chinn,  Samuel  Clark,  Clay, 
Coffee.  Connor,  Cramer,  Day,  Philemon  Dick- 
erson,  David  W.  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Forester, 
Wm.  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Gillet,  Gilmer,  Jo- 
seph Hall,  Thos.  H.  Hall,  Halsey,  Hamer,  Han- 
negan,  Joseph  M.  Harper,  Harrison,  Hathaway, 
Hawkins,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hubbard, 
Abel  Huntington,  Inge,  Jarvis,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Noadiah  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Sea- 


born Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kavanagh,  Kin 
nard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Luk 
Lea,  Thos.  Lee,  Leavitt,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyor, 
Lytle,  Abijah  Mann,  Joel  K.  Mann,  Mardis, 
John  Y.  Mason, Moses  Mason,  jr.  McCarty,  Mc- 
Intire,  McKay,  McKinley,  McLene,  McVean,- 
Miller,  Henry  Mitchell,  Robt.  Mitchell,  Muh- 
lenberg, Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Parks,  Par- 
ker, Patterson,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Peyton, 
Franklin  Pierce,  Pierson,  Plummer,  Polk, 
Pope,  Schenck,  Schley,  Shinn,  Charles  Slade, 
Smith,  Speight,  Standifer,  Stoddart,  Suther- 
land, Wm.  Taylor,  Francis  Thomas,  Thomson, 
Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Ward- 
well,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whallon— 117. 

NAYS — Messrs.  John.  d.  Adams,  Heman 
Allen,  John  J.  Allen,  Chilton  Allan,  Archer,1. 
Ashton,  Banks,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Barringer,  Bay- 
lies, Beaty,  James  M.  Bell,  Binney,  Briggs,  Bufy 
Burd,  Burges,  Cage,  Campbell,  Chambers,  Chil« 
ton,  Choate,  Claiborne,  William  Clark,  Clayton, 
Clowney,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane,  Crockett, 
Darlington,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Amos  Davis,  Da- 
venport,  Deberry,  Deming,  Denny,  Dennis,' 
Dickson,  Duncan,  Ellsworth,  Evans,  Edward 
Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Ewing,  Felder,  Fill- 
more, Foot,  Foster,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Fulton, 
Gholson,  Gordon,  Graham,  Grayson,  Grennell, 
Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  James ; 
Harper,  Hazeltine,  Heath,  Jabez  W.  Hunting- 
ton, Jackson,  William  C.  Johnson,  King, 
George  W.  Lay,  Lincoln,  Martindale,  Marshall, 
McComas,  McDuffie,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Mil- 
ligan, Moore,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Ramsay,  Reed, 
Rencher,  Selden,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augus- 
tine H.  Shepperd,  William  Slade,  Sloane,  Span- 
gler, Stewart,  William  P.  Taylor,  Philemon 
Thomas,  Tompkins,  Turner,  Tweedy,  Vance, 
Vinton,  Watmough,  Edward  D.  White,  Frede-- 
rick  Whittlesey,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Wil- 
liams, Wilson,  Young — 104. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  | 
in  the  4th  resolution,  as  follows : 

"4.  Resolved,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining, as  far  as  practicable,  the  cause  of  the 
commercial   embarrassment   and  distress  com-i 
plained  of  by  numerous  citizens  of  the  United  I 
States,  in   sundry  memorials  which  have  been  i 
presented  to  Congress  at  the   present  session, 
and  of  inquiring  whether  the  charter  of  the  Bank  I 
of  the  United  States  has  been  violated,  and  also  I 
what  corruptions  and  abuses  have  existed  in  its 
management;  whether  it  has  used  its  corporate 
power,  or  money  to  control  the  press,  to  inter- 
fere in  politics,  or  influence  elections,  and  whe- 
ther it  has  had  any  agency,  through  its  manage- 
ment or  money,  in  producing  the  existing  pres- 
sure, a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  inspect 
the  books,  and  examine  into  the   proceedings 
of  the  said  bank,  who  shall  report  whether  the 
provisions  of  the  charter  have  been  violated  or 
not;  and  also  what  abuses,  what  corruptions,  or 
malpractices  have  existed  in  the  management 
of  said  bank,  and  that  the  said  committee  be  au- 
thorized to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to 
summon  and  examine  witnesses  on  oath,  and  to 
examine  into  the  affairs  of  the  said  bank  and 
branches  ;and  that  they  are  further  authorized  to  ' 
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visit  the  principal  bank,  or  any  of  its  branches, 
for  the  purpose  of  inspecting-  the  books,  corres- 
pondence, accounts,  and  other  papers  connect- 
ed with  its  management  or  business;  and  that  the 
said  committee  be  required  to  report  the  result 
of  such  investigation,  together  with  the  evidence 
they  may  take,  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable." 

And  the  fourth  resolution  was  concurred  in; 
ayes  175,  nays  41,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  John  Adams,  H.  Allen,  John 
J.  Allen,  William  Allen,  Archer,  Ashley,  Bar- 
ringer,  Baylies,  Beale,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beau- 
mont, John  Bell,  James  M.  Bell,  Blair,  Bcckee, 
Bodle,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Brown,  Bunch, 
Burges,  Bynum,  Cage,  Cambreleng,  Campbell, 
Carmichael,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chinn,  Clai- 
borne, Samuel  Clark,  Wm.  Clark,  Clay,  Clow- 
ney,  Coffee,  Connor,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Cramer, 
W.  R.  Davis.Davenport,  Day,  Debery>  Deming, 
Dennis,  P.  Dickerson,  D.  W.  Dickinson,  Dun- 
'can,  Dunlap,  H.  Everett,  Ewing,  Feldar,  FiJ- 
more,  Foot,  Forester,  Foster,  P.  C.  Fuller, 
Wm.  K.  Fuller,  Fulton,  Galbraith,  Gholson, 
Gillet,  Gordon,  Graham,  Grayson,  Grennell,  jr. 
J.  Hall,  H.  Hall,  T.  H.  Hall,  Halsey,  Hamer, 
Hannegan,  Hardin,  J.  M.  Harper,  James  Har- 
per, Harrison,  Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Hawes, 
Heath,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Jackson,  Hunting- 
ton, Inge,  Jarvis,  William  Cost  Johnson,  R. 
M.  Johnson,  N.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  S. 
Jones,  B.  Jones,  Kavanagh,  King,  Kinnard, 
Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  G.  W. 
Lay,  L.  Lea,  T.  Lee,  Leavitt,  Loyall,  Lucas, 
Lyon,  Lytle,  A  Mann ,  J.  Mann,  Martindale, 
Mardis,  J.  Y.  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  McCarty, 
McComas,  Mclnlire,  McKay,  ,McKinley,  Mc 
Lene,  McVean,  Miiler,  H.  Mitchell,  R.  Mitch- 
ell, Moore,  Munlenberg,  Osgood,  Page,  Parks, 
Parker,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Peyton,  F.  Pierce,  Pier- 
son,  Plummer,  Polk,  Pope,  Ramsay,  Rencher, 
Schenk,  Schley,  Selden,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
Shinn,  Wm.  Slade,  Charles  Slade,  Sloane, 
Smith,  Spangler,  Speight,  Standifer,  Stewart, 
Stoddert,  Sutherland,  Wm.  Taylor,  Wm.  P. 
Taylor,  F.  Thomas,  P.  Thomas,  Thomson, 
Turner,  Tuuill,  Vanderpoe1,  Vinton,  Wage- 
ner,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Wayne,  Webster, 
Whallo ■■,  F.  Whittlesey,  E.  Whittlesey,  Wilde, 
Wilson.  175. 

NAYS-  Messrs.  J  Q.  Adams,  Chilton,  Allan, 
Anthony,  Banks,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Beaty,  Bin- 
ney,  Burd,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Cho.^te,  Clay- 
ton, Crane,  Crocket ,  Darlington,  Amos  Davis, 
Denny,  J.  Dickson,  Evans,  E.  Everett,  Gilmer, 
Hard,  Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Lincoln,  Love, 
Marshall,  McDnffie,  McKemmn,  Mercer,  Mil- 
ligan,  Murphy,  Piuckney,  Potts,  Reed,  W.  B. 
Shepard,  Tompkins,  Tweedy,  Vance,  Wat- 
naough,  William-,  Young. — 41. 

Mr.  THOMAS  of  Louisiana,  obtained  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  submit  a 
motien  that  when  the  House  adjourns  it  adjourn 
to  meet  on  Monday  next,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  Committee  of  Investigation  was  ordered 
to  consist  of  seven  members. 

Mr.  WILDE  offered  as  an  amendment  to  the 
resolutions,  a  fifth  resolution. 


Mr.  POLK  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  WILDE  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion,  and  they  were  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative.     Yeas  123,  nays  70. 

The  House  then  adjourned  at  half  past  seven, 
to  meet  on  Monday  next. 


SENATE. 
Monday,  April  7,  1834. 
REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 
Mr.  SILSBEE  said,  he  had  been  requested  to 
present  to  the  Senate,  a  memorial  from  the 
town  of  Salem,  Massachusetts,  signed  by  1208 
of  the  inhabitants  of  that  town.  He  had  also 
received  information  that  of  these  1208,  1115 
were  legal  voters  at  the  last  election,  and  the 
remaining  ninety-three  were  now  of  age,  and 
consequently  the  whole  were  now  legal  voters, 
constituting  about  one-third  of  the  legal  voters 
in  that  town.  As  the  sentiments  of  the  memo- 
rialists were  fully  and  clearly  expressed  in  their 
memorial,  he  would  not  trouble  the  Senate 
with  their  repetition;  but  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  say  a  few  words  respecting  themselves. — 
Some  of  them  were  known  to  the  whole  com- 
munity; many  of  them  were  his  own  intimate 
acquaintances;  and  he  could  say  that  the  me- 
morial was  not  got  up  for  the  purpose  of  mag. 
nifying  existing  evils,  or  of  increasing  the  pres- 
ent excitement  ;  such  was  not  their  character — 
they  were  men  who  mainly  attended  to  their 
own  business,  who  would  not  resort  to  a  meas- 
ure of  that  kind  without  strong  cause.  The 
memorialists  were  men  of  every  profession,  and 
of  every  kind  of  employment;  and  wherever 
they  were  known  it  would  be  readily  admitted, 
that  they  were  men  of  sound  political  informa- 
tion, and  in  industry  and  enterprise  were  be- 
hind none  of  their  fellow  citizens.  The  first 
native  American  citizens  were  born  there,  and 
they  were  in  part  owners  of  the  first  American 
vessel;  and  now  there  was  no  port  of  the  known 
world  which  their  vessels  had  not  \isited.  They 
were  now  under  embarrassment  and  distress, 
in  consequence  of  the  present  deranged  state 
of  the  currency,  which  they  ascribe  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites.  This  state  of  things 
had  led  to  the  adoption  of  this  memorial.  He 
moved  that  it  be  read,  printed  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  which  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  the 
heirs  of  the  late  Robert  Fulton,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  memorial  of 
555  citizens  of  Syracuse,  New  York,  in  favor  of 
the  recharter  of  the  Bank  and  the  restoration  of 
the  deposites. 

He  also  presented  the  memorial  of  1144  in- 
habitants of  Rochester,New  York,  in  favor  of  the 
Executive. 

These  two  memorials  were  read,  referred, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  KANE  presented  a  petition  from  the  in- 
habitants of  Illinois,  praying  the  assistance  of 
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Congress  in  the  construction  of  a  road  from  Chi- 
cago, Michigan,  to  Vincennes ,   Indiana. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  presented  sundry 
resolutions  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  citizens 
of  Essex  county. 

The  resolutions,  Mr.  F.  stated,  were  favora- 
ble to  the  administration,  and  the  persons  from 
whom  they  came  professed  to  belong  to  the 
pure  democracy  of  ancient  times;  they  said  all 
sorts  of  kind  things  of  the  President,  and  all 
sorts  of  hard  things  of  that  •'monster,"  the  bank, 
and  of  old  federalism. 

Mr.  F.  moved  that  the  resolutions  be  read 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  and  representatives  of  James  and  Alexan- 
der J.  Robinson. 

Mr.  TIPTON  presented  the  petition  of  Sam- 
uel Hardesty,  of  Indiana,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  BIBB  presented  the  memorial  of  1000 
citizens  of  the  county  of  Shelby,  in  Kentucky , 
disapproving  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
and  expressing  their  sense  of  the  propriety  of 
rechartering  the  bank  with  modifications. 

When  the  memorial  was  read,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  about  to  be  taken  on  its  reference. 

Mr.  BIBB  would  add  one  word  more .  He 
had  read  over  the  memorial.  It  contained  many 
names  that  he  did  not  know;  but  it  also  con- 
tained many  others  whom  he  knew  to  be  sober, 
industrious,  and  respectable  people;  and  he 
might  say,  that  as  it  respected  intelligence,  pro- 
perty, and  general  good  character,  perhaps 
there  had  not  been  a  memorial,  more  respecta- 
bly signed,  presented. 

The  memorial  was  then  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  MORRIS  reported  three  engrossed 
bills. 

Mr.  MORRIS  took  this  occasion  to  present 
certain  resolutions  by  the  Legislature  of  Ohio, 
by  whom  he  had  been  requested  to  present 
them  to  the  Senate,  as  the  proper  body  to  take 
cognizance  of  them. 

The  first  was  asking  a  grant  of  land  for  pur- 
poses of  education;  which  he  moved  to  refer  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  next  was  respecting  West  Point  Acade- 
my; which  he  moved  to  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

The  next  resolution  asked  for  the  aid  of  the 
Government  in  the  completion  of  the  Ohio 
and  Pennsylvania  Canal;  which  he  moved  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca 
nals. 

The  next  was  respecting  certain  soldiers  and 
officers  of  the  late  war,  asking  an  appropria- 
tion of  land  for  their  relief.  This  he  moved 
to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs . 
The  were  severally  referred  as  moved. 
Mr.  MORRIS  also  presented  the  petition  of 
James  Taylor.  The  petition  stated  that  Taylor 
was  possessed  of  a  quantity  of  lumber,  in  the 
shape  of  staves ,  which  he  had  collected  on  the 
Northumberland  river,  which  had  been  consum- 


ed by  the  U.  States  army  for  fire  wood.  The 
petition  asked  for  remuneration.  He  moved 
the  reference  of  the  petition  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

They  were  committed  accordingly. 
Mr.  BROWN  presented  a  memorial  rom  the 
tow  n  of  Tarborough,  Edgecombe  county,  North 
Carolina,  approving  of  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites, and  praying  that  the  U.  S.  Bank  may 
not  be  rechartered.  He  was  informed  by  a  let- 
ter from  a  highly  respectable  gentleman,  that 
the  memorial  embodied  and  expressed  the  opi- 
nion of  nine-tenths  of  the  people  of  Tarborough, 
Read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

In  reply  to  an  expression  of  disapprobation, 
contained  in  the  memorial,  of  the  course  which 
has  been  pursued  by  Mr.  Mangdm, 

Mr.  MANGUM.said,  it  was  matter  of  regret 
to  him  that  any  portion  of  his  constituents  should 
regard  his  opposition  here  to  the  recent  mea- 
sures of  the  administration  as  marked  with  cap- 
tiousness  and  asperity.  And  that  feeling  was 
increased  by  such  an  opinion  being  entertained 
in  the  old  patriotic  and  republican  county  of 
Edgecombe.  He  was  not  surprised,  however. 
That  county  was  not  more  remarkable  for  its 
republican  principles,  than  for  throwing  almost 
its  entire  mass  in  the  same  direction  upon  every 
great  question.  He  had  had  the  pleasure  of  re- 
garding its  citizens  heretofore  as  being  as  friend- 
ly to  him,  in  all  his  political  enterprises,  as  any 
in  the  State  so  far  from  his  residence.  He  en- 
tertained a  profound  respect  for  their  opinions, 
and  received  a  rebuke  from  that  quarter  with 
all  humility.  They  were  old  friends,  honest  in 
their  purposes,  and  entitled  to,  as  they  possess- 
ed, his  entire  respect. 

In  the  great  campaign  of  1824,  when  all  the 
political  elements  throughout  the  entire  South 
were  in  active  commotion,  he  had  the  honor  to 
stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  the  citizens  of 
Edgecombe-  They,  as  well  as  he,  were  then 
thoroughly  anti- Jackson.  They  went  through 
that  contest  with  manly  firmness,  deserving, 
though  they  could  not  command,  success.  Dur- 
ing the  succeeding  administration  they  .separated 
for  a  moment.  He  (Mr.  M.)  believed  he  was 
in  advance  of  them  in  his  assaults  upon  that  ad- 
ministration. He  soon  had  the  pleasure  to  find 
that  the  people  of  Edgecombe  went  gallantly 
into  that  contest,  and  they  were  again  side  by 
side,  throughout  the  struggle  which  terminated 
in  the  election  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate. 
Mr.  Makoum  said,  he  again  found  himself  sepa- 
rated from  that  county,  but  he  had  a  strong  be- 
lief that  it  would  turn  out  now,  as  before,  only 
a  temporary  separation — that  he  was  only  a  little 
in  advance  combatting  the  unwarrantable  en- 
croachments of  executive  power.  For  in  the 
light  of  encroachments  he  was  compelled  to  re- 
gard the  late  executive  measures  in  reference 
to  the  depesites.  Time  is  an  essential  element 
in  the  rectification  of  errors  and  in  the  testing  of 
sound  opinion.  Upon  that  issue  he  put  his 
conduct  with  due  humility;  but  in  candor,  he 
was  bound  to  say,  with  undoubted  confidence, 
he  might  be  in  error;  but  upon  the  develop* 
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ments  of  time  he  rested  with  a  full  and  confid- 1  pensation  is  paid;  and  whether  the  said  agent  or 
ing  faith.  If  those  developments  shall  exhibit  I  agents  have  been  appointed  in  pursuance  of  law- 
his  error,  he  trusted  he  should  not  be  deficient  ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY, 

in  a  due  share  of  magnanimity  to  avow  the  error 


freely  and  unqualifiedly.  If,  on  the  contrary, 
the  error  shall  be  found  on  the  side  of  his  con- 
stituents of  Edgecombe,  their  former  history 
gives  assurance  of  a  prompt  acknowledgement 
of  it,  and  an  ample  reparation.  He  was  glad  to 
hear  their  opinions,  as  he  should  be  to  hear  the 
opinions  of  every  county  in  the  State.  He 
should  be  enlightened  by  them  in  his  course, 
and  aided  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  So  far 
as  he  had  heard,  or  had  reason  to  believe,  the 
opinions  of  the  State  were  as  he  represented 
them  on  a  former  occasion.  He  believed  that 
a  large,  a  very  large,  majority  of  the  State  was 
opposed  to  the  late  measures  of  the  administra- 
tion. He  might  be  in  error;  but  time  will  tell. 
At  all  events,  judging  from  information  receiv- 
ed from  every  quarter  of  the  State,  he  could  not 
doubt  it.  He  should  be  sorry  to  know  that  he 
had  indulged  a  spirit  of  "captiousness,"  or  had 
spoken  heretofore  with  feelings  of  undue  "as- 
perity." He  received  the  rebuke,  however,  in 
a  spirit  of  candor,  and  with  no  feelings  of  un- 
kindness.  Yet  he  must  believe  that  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties,  he  had  been  deficient  in 
nothing  but  in  the  vigor  of  the  arm  that  aimed 
the  blow  at  bold  and  lawless  executive  encroach- 
ments. 

The  CHAIR  announced  the  special  order. 
JFMr.  CLAY  was  glad  to  hear  the  special  or- 
der called  for  by  the  Chair;  but  he  rose  to  move 
its  postponement,  in  consequence  of  the  absence 
of  some  of  the  members  of  the  Senate,  to  a  more 
convenient  day.  He  moved  that  it  be  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  this  day  fortnight. 
It  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  EWING,presented  the  memorial  of  fifty 
citizens  of  Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  praying 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. Mr.  E .  said,  the  memorial  was  entire- 
ly respectful,  and  it  advocated  certain  general 
principles  in  which  he  wholly  concurred;  but 
he  thought  it  unwise  to  adopt  any  legislation 
such  as  the  memorialists  recommended,  at  least 
for  the  present.  He  thought  the  memorial  was 
entitled  to  the  highest  respect.  He  moved  that 
it  be  printed  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District,  and  it  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  gave  notice  that  he  should 
on  Wednesday  next,  move  to  take  up  the  bill 
which  he  had  introduced  some  time  ago,andas 
it  had  been  postponed  for  a  long  time,  he  hoped 
the  Senate  would  indulge  in  his  request.  The 
bill  to  repeal  the  Force  Act  of  the  last  session. 
The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr. 
PRESTON; 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  the 
name  of  any  agent  or  agents  employed  by  him 
to  transact  the  business  of  the  treasury  with  the 
banks  selected  for  the  deposite  of  the  public 
funds,  the  nature  of  the  duties  performed  by 
aid  agent  or  agents;  the  amount  of  compensa- 
tion paid  for  the  discharge  of  the  said  duties; 
and  by  whom,  and  for  what  fund  the  said  com* 


The  resolutions  on  the  table  were  taken  up, 
and  severally  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POINDEXTER,  the  bills 
on  their  third  reading  were  now  taken  up. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  William  S.  Ander- 
son ,  and  of  Gannet  Flanger,  of  La.  were  seve- 
rally read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elihu  Hall  Bay  and 
others,  was  now  taken  up,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  PORTER,  was  again  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  con 
struction  of  the  Washington  and  Baltimore  Rail 
Road,  was  taken  up,  and  owing  to  an  objection 
to  an  annual  allowance  for  the  conveyance  of 
the  U.  S.  Mail,  and  to  the  absence  of  the  Chair- 
man  of  the  Committee  on  the  District,  was 
again  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  bills  were  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Fillebrown, 
Jr. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jahn  A.  Webster  ; 
and — The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Capt.  Redpepper, 
a  Choctaw  Indian. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SWIFT,  Jonathan  Kersey 
had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  and  papers. 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  FORSYTH,  the  Senate 
went  into  Executive  business — and  afterwards 
adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Petitions  and  resolutions  were  presented. 

Mr.  B URGES  presented  one  from  Bristol, 
Rhode  Island,  in  favor  of  the  restoration  of  the 
deposites. 

The  petition  was  read ,  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  memorials  and  reso- 
lutions from  Providence  and  North  Providence, 
R.  I.  approving  the  conduct  of  the  President 
in  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States. 

They  were  severally  read,£laid,on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Petitions  on  the  subject  of  the  bank  and  the 
public  deposites,  continued  to  be  presented 
from  almost  every  State  in  the  Union,  the  ma- 
jor portion  of  them  remonstrating  strongly  a- 
gainst  the  course  pursued  by  the  President  in 
relation  to  the  removal,  and  soliciting  the  res- 
toration of  the  public  funds  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

Among  the  petitions  of  a  miscellaneous  cha- 
racter, was  one  offered  by  Mr.  War»,  from 
the  widow  and  legal  representatives  of  Joseph 
Travers,  of  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
with  a  variety  of  bills,  which  were  subsequent- 
ly referred  to  the  appropriate  committees. 
Petitions  were  continued  to  be  presented  until 
5  o'clock,  when  the  House  adjourned. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  silting,  Mr.  Rat- 
nrr  Boons,  of  Indiana,   asked  leave  of  the 
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House  to  offer  a  resolution  relative  to  the  ad- 
journment of  Congress:  which  being  objected 
to,  he  called  for  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  to 
enable  him  to  offer  his  resolution,  but  on  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  R.  M.  Johnson,  of  Ky.,  he  with- 
drew it  for  the  present,  notifying  to  the  House 
his  intention  of  taking  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  renewing  its  presentation. 

The  question  depending  on  Monday  the  31st 
of  March,  viz.  that  the  memorial  of  citizens  of 
New  Port,  R.  I.  be  laid  on  the  table,  recurred 
And  beinj;  put,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  SLADE,  of  Vermont,  presented  petitions 
from  Benjamin  Smith,  Benjamin  Bibbins,  and 
Jeduthen  Simmons,  severally  praying  for  pen- 
sions— said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  presented  a  memoiial 
of  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Hartford,  and  State 
of  Connecticut,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law 
extending  to  parties  to  actions  in  the  Circuit 
courts,  arising  under  the  patent  laws,  the  right 
to  a  writ  of  error  or  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  in  all  cases  where  the  matter  in  dispute, 
or  the  sum  for  which  judgment  is  recovered, 
shall  exceed  five  hundred  dollars,  said  memorial 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 


tion,  said  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  presented  a  petition  of 
Jacob  Poucher,  praying  to  be  paid  the  value  of 
clothing  to  which  he  was  entitled  for  service  as  a 
volunteer  in  the  military  service  in  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain,  which  petition  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims; 

Mr.  TURRELL  presented  a  petition  of  inha- 
bitants of  the  town  of  Oswego,  New  York, 
praying  that  an  appropriation  may  be  made  to 
improve  the  harbor  of  Little  Sodus  Bay,  on 
Lake  Ontario;  said  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  and  Mr.  HATHAWAY, 
respectively  presented  petitions  of  inhabitants 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  praying  for  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  extending  to  parties  to  actions  in 
the  Circuit  Courts,  arising  under  the  patent 
laws  of  the  United  States,  the  right  to  writ  of 
error  or  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court,  in  all 
cases  where  the  matter  in  dispute,  or  the  sum 
for  which  judgment  is  recovered,  exceeds  five 
hundred  dollars;  which  petitions  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH  presented  a  memorial  of 
'the  Commissioners  and  inhabitants  of  the  in- 
corporated districts  of  the  Northern  Liberties," 
in  the  couuty  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  praying  that 


Mr.  SLADE,  of  Vermont,  presented  a  petition  .,     ,.    .  ..  ,.,,  ..    ,  -.   ,  . 

ofEdgecomb,  praying  for  a  grant  of  lands  on  the  hunts  of  the  port  of  entry  of  Philadelphia 
accountofthe  revolutionary  services  ofhis  father,  ma7  be  extended  on  the  nver  Delaware  so  as 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  l?  }nclude  sald  ?orthern  liberties,  which  memo- 
t      j  rial  was  committed  to   the   Committee   of  the 

Whole  House,   to  which  is  committed  the  bill 

Mr.  WARD  presented  a  petition  of  the  wi-  supplementary  to   the  act  to  fix   the  limits  of 


dow  and  legal  representative  of  Joseph  Travers, 
deceased;  praying  payment  of  a  certificate  issued 
during  the  revolutionary  war,  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 
Mr.  FILLMORE  presented  a  petition  of 
masters  of  vessels  on  Lake  Erie,  and  forwarding 
merchants  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  praying  a 
repeal  of  so  much  of  the  law  as  requires  vessels 
engaged  in  the  coasting  trade  on  Lake  Erie,  to 
obtain  a  clearance  on  leaving  the  port  of  Buffalo 
creek. 

Mr.  WHALLON  presented  a  petition  of  the 
widows  of  sundry  Canadian  refugees,  now  re- 
siding in  the  county  of  Champlain,  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  whose  husbands  were  officers  or 
soldiers  of  the  regiment  commanded  by  Col 
Hazen,  in  the  war  of  the  revolution,  praying  that 
their  names  may  be  placed  on  the  list  of  revolu- 
tionary pensions. 

Mr.  BROWN  presented  a  petition  of  Pru- 
dence Wighham,  of  the  county  of  Orange,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  praying  that  the  pension 
granted  to  her  late  husband  Robert  Wighham, 
deceased,  may  be  continued  to  her. 

Mr.  HAZELTINE  presented  a  petition  of 
Samuel  Monson,  praying  for  a  pension. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  WHALLON  presented  a  petition  of 
Louis  Gosslin,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  other 
heirs  of  Louis  Gosslin  deceased,  praying  to  be 
paid  for  property  confiscated  in  consequence  of 


said  Qosslin's  service  in  the  army  «fthe  revolu-  State  of  N.  York. 


the  port  of  entry  of  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH  presented  a  memorial  of 
Officers  of  the  Army  in  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  praying  that  land  may  be  granted  to 
officers  of  said  atmy;  which  memorial  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to 
which  is  referred  the  bill  granting  land  to  said 
officers. 

Mr.  MUHLENBERG  presented  a  memorial 
of  Peter  Pastress,  praying  remuneration  for 
the  discovery  of  the  Anthricite  Coal  mines  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  which  discovery 
was  made  by  him  in  the  year  1808 — said  me- 
morial was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  presented  a  memorial  of 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Washington,  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  for  the  location  and  construc- 
tion of  a  national  road  from  the  town  of 
Washington  in  said  county,  by  Wellsburg  to 
the  Ohio  canal;  which  memorial  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  presented  a  memorial  of 
manufacturers  of  paper  residing  in,  and  near 
Brownsville.Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against 
a  renewal  of  the  patent  heretofore  granted  to 
John  Ames,  for  a  machine  to  manufacture  pa- 
per. 

Said  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Patents. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented: 

By  Mr.  HAZELTINE,  of  inhabitants  of  the 
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By  Mr.  VANDERPOEL,  of  inhabitants  of 
the  States  of  N.  York  and  Connecticut. 

By  Mr.  BARKER,  of  inhabitants  of  Mon- 
mouth  county,  N.  Jersey. 

By  Mr.  MILLER,  of  inhabitants  of  Luzerne 
county.  Pa. 

By  Mr.  SCHLEY,  of  inhabitants  of  Newman, 
Coweta  county,  Ga. 

By  Mr.  GILMER,  of  inhabitants  of  Warren 
county,  Ga. 

By  Mr.  GILMER,  of  inhabitants  of  Henry 
county,  Georgia. 

By  Mr.  MARSHALL,  of  inhabitants  of  Bour- 
bon county,  Kentucky. 

By  Mr.  SLOANE,  of  inhabitants  of  Cayahuga, 
Pataza,  and  Medena  counties ,  Ohio. 

Mr.  CARR,  of  inhabitants  of  Jackson  county, 
Indiana. 

By  Mr.  KENARD,  of  citizens  of  Morgan 
county,  Indiana. 

By  Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  inhabitants  of  Putnam 
county,  Illinois. 

By  Mr.  MARDIS.of  inhabitants  of  Centreville, 
Bibb  county,  Indiana,  and  Tuscaloosa  county, 
Alabama — 

Praying  respectively  for  the  establishment  of 
certain  post  routes  therein  designated  and  de- 
scribed. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  John  Menaghan, 
administrator  of  John  Stoop,  deceased,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  services  rendered  by  said 
John  Stoops,  in  the  war  of  the  revolution. 

By  Mr.  MERCER,  of  William  Pattee. 

By  Mr.  MOORE,  of  Va.  of  William  Methany, 
and  of  Andrew  Lewis . 

By  Mr.  TOMPKINS,  of  John  R.  Thurman, 
and  of  James  Cloyd. 

By  Mr.  RICHARD  M.  JOHNSON,  of  Cor- 
nelius Fenwick. 

By  Mr.  BELL,  of  Ohio,  of  Ephraim  Jones. 

By  Mr.  PATTERSON,  of  Silas  Pearce. 
j    By  Mr.  CLAY,  of  John  Edmonson — 

Praying  respectively,  that  their  names  may 
be  inscribed  on  the  list  of  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sioners. 

Mr.  MERCER  presented  a  petition  of  Joseph 
Gilberts,  praying  for  arrears  of  pension. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  PEYTON  presented  a  petition  of  Col. 
Gideon  Morgan,  of  Tennessee,  praying  to  be 
allowed  a  pension  in  consequence  of  wounds 
and  disabilities,  received  during  the  late  war. 
Also,  sundry  documents  in  support  of  the  ap- 
plication of  Jonathan  Fair,  of  Tennessee,  for  a 
pension. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions. 

Mr.  GAL13RA1TH  presented  a  petition  oi 
John  Stewart,  praying  that  liia  name  maybe 
placed  on  the  roll  of  revolutionary  pensioners. 

Said  petition  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  presented  a  petition  of 
Mary  Parker,  widow  of  Robert  Parker,  de- 
ceased, stating  that  the  said  Robert  Parker  re- 
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ceived  five  years  full  pay  at  the  end  of  the  re- 
volutionary War,  in  which  he  was  an  officer ; 
as  the  commutation  of  half  pay  for  life  ;  and 
died  in  the  year  1799,  and  praying  that  the 
said  half  pay  may  be  paid  to  her,  first  deduct- 
ing the  five  years  full  pay. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  presented  a  document  re- 
lative to  a  claim  of  the  heirs  of  James  Murphey. 

Mr.  STODDERT  presented  a  petition  of  the 
heirs  at  law  of  Martin  Mudd,  Henry  Mudd,  Jere- 
miah Mudd,  and  Hezekiah  Mudd,  all  deceased, 
praying  that  the  bounty  land,  and  bounty  in 
money,  due  for  the  services  of  the  deceased  as 
soldiers  in  the  army  of  the  revolution,  may  be 
granted  to  said  heirs. 

Mr.  PATTON  presented  a  petition  of  the 
heirs  at  law  of  Thomas  Helm,  deceased,  praying 
to  be  paid  the  commutation  of  half  pay  for  life, 
to  which  said  Helm  was  entitled  as  a  captain  in 
the  revolutionary  army. 

Mr.  PATTON  presented  a  petition  of  the  le- 
gal representatives  of  John  Julian,  deceased , 
praying  to  be  paid  the  commutation  of  half  pay 
for  life,  to  which  said  Julian  was  entitled  as  a 
Surgeon  in  the  revolutionary  army. 

Mr.  RICHARD  M.  JOHNSON  presented  a 
petition  of  Isaac  Larue,  praying  compensation 
for  services  rendered  by  his  father,  Isaac  Larue, 
deceased,  in  the  revolutionary  army. 

Mr.  RICHARD  M.  JOHNSON,  presented  a 
petition  of  heirs  at  law  of  Wm.  Pugh.  deceased, 
praying  to  be  paid  for  property  which  belenged  to 
the  deceased,  and  which  was  plundered  and 
destroyed  by  the  British  forces  during  the  war 
of  the  revolution. 

Mr.  STANDEFER  presented  a  petition  of 
Guilford  Dudley,  praying  to  be  paid  for  services 
rendered,  and  for  supplies  furnished  in  the  rev- 
olutionary war. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Memorials,  petitions,  and  resolutions,  in  favor 
of  a  restoration  of  the  deposites  of  the  public 
money  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
a  renewal  or  extension  of  the  charter  of  said 
bank,  or  the  incorporation  of  another  bank,  to 
go  into  operation  when  the  charter  of  the  pre- 
sent Bank  of  the  United  States  shall  expire; 
were  presented  as  follows,  viz: 

By  Mr.  BURGES,  a  memorial  of  citizens  of 
the  county  of  Bristol,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island. 

By  Mr.  H.  ALLEN,  a  memorial  of  inhabit- 
ants of  Chittenden  county,  Vt. 

Mr.  SLADE,  of  Vermont,  presented  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  the  county 
of  Rutland,  in  that  State,  on  the  subject  of  the 
removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  together  with  a  memorial 
signed  by  sixteen  hundred  and  nineteen  free- 
men of  that  county,  on  the  same  subject.  These 
papers,  Mr.  S.  said,  had  been  in  his  possession 
near  two  weeks,  during  which  time  the  presen- 
tation of  them  had  been  delayed  by  the  opera- 
tion which  restricts  such  presentation  to  Mon- 
days of  each  week,  and  the  entire  occupation  of 
the  last  Monday  in  the  receiving  of  petitions 
from  other  States. 
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Mr.  S.  said,  it  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  be 
able  to  say,  the  meeting,  whose  resolutions  he 
presented,  and  the  freemen  whose  names  ap- 
peared upon  the  memorial,  were  justly  entitled 
to  the  most  respectful  attention  of  Congress,  not 
more  from  the  great  importance  of  the  subject 
of  the  resolutions  and  memorial,  than  from  the 
intelligence  and  patriotism  of  those  whose  sen- 
timents they  embodied. 

The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  (Mr. 
Pbarce,)  said  Mr.  S.  has  just  presented  the 
proceedings  of  certain  citizens  of  his  State, 
whom  he  denominates  the  working  men  of  Pro- 
vidence. The  people  of  the  district  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  represent,  sir,  are  all  work- 
ing men.  They  constitute  no  distinctive  party, 
but  embrace  all  parties;  are  confined  to  no  par- 
ticular class,  but  form  every  class  of  that  com- 
munity; a  community  where  the  distinction  of 
high  and  low  is  scarcely  known,  and  where 
there  is,  perhaps,  a  greater  equality  of  fortune 
and  condition,  and  intelligence,  than  is  to  be 
found  in  any  other  portion  of  the  United  States, 
i'he  poor  we  do,  indeed,  have  among  us;  but 
they  are  too  deeply  imbued  with  the  intelligence 
which  pervades  that  community,  to  be  operated 
upon  by  the  attempt  to  array  them  as  a  distinct 
parly  against  their  more  wealthy  neighbors. — 
All  such  attempts  they  know  how  to  detect  and 
appreciate.  They  know  that  when  the  prospe- 
rity of  the  rich  is  struck  down,  by  the  arm  of 
power,  they  must,  also,  agonize  under  the  blow. 
Such  is  the  community  from  whose  bosom 
comes  up  into  this  Hall,  through  these  resolu- 
tions, and  this  memorial,  the  deep  tones  of  dis- 
tress and  apprehension.  The  names  attached  to 
the  memorial,  embrace  men  of  every  employ- 
ment and  condition  in  that  community — farm- 
ere,  mechanics,  merchants,  manufacturers,  and 
professional  men;  all  moved  by  a  common  im- 
pulse, to  look  to  the  Government  for  relief  from 
the  evils  which  one  branch  of  it  has  brought 
upon  them,  and  to  implore  that  the  still  greater 
evils  of  a  continuance  of  its  policy  may  be  aver- 
ted. 

In  speaking,  said  Mr.  S.,  of  the  memorial 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  present,  it  is  proper, 
and  perhaps  not  unimportant,  to  say,  that  it  is 
signed  by  men  of  all  political  parties.  It  is  due 
to  truth,  however,  to  state,  that  but  a  small  pro 
portion  of  the  signers  are  of  the  party  usually 
denominated  the  « 'Jackson  party;"  a  party, 
however,  which  is  not  numerous  in  that  quar- 
ter; and,  if  the  present  policy  of  the  Executive 
la  to  be  persisted  in,  seems  not  likely  to  be  much 
increased.  The  list  of  names  appears  to  em- 
brace a  fair  proportion  of  the  other  two  parties 
which  divide  the  State.  In  alluding  to  them,  it 
gives  me  great  pleasure  to  say,  that  the  anti- 
masons  of  my  district,  and,  so  far  as  I  am  infor- 
med, of  the  State  generally,  are  as  deeply  con- 
vinced of  the  injustice  and  impolicy  of  the  ex- 
ecutive "experiment,"  and  as  heartily  desirous 
that  the  country  may  be  relieved  from  it,  as  any 
portion  of  the  people  of  Vermont.  And,  sir, 
permit  me  to  say,  without  intending  to  dispar- 
age any  other  party,  that  they'stand  in'a  position 
to  give  to  their  opinions,  on  this  subject,  great 


weight;  inasmuch  as  an  adherence  to  their  prin- 
ciples has  brought  them  into  conflict  with  the 
leading  party  opposed  to  this  administration, 
and  has,  therefore,  left  their  decision  on  the  pre- 
sent question,  less  subject  to  the  bias  of  strong 
party  impulses.  That  decision,  too,  is  known 
to  be  in  opposition  to  the  opinions,  publicly 
expressed,  of  a  distinguished  individual,  who  has 
been  connected  with  the  anti-masonic  party. — 
The  calculations,  however,  which  have  been 
made  upon  his  influence  with  that  party,  on  this 
question,  I  am  happy  to  believe,  will  be  en- 
tirely disappointed,  at  least  in  the  State  which  I 
have  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent.  The 
anti-masons  in  Vermont,  and  I  trust  every  where, 
will  think  and  act  for  themselves  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

The  people  who  thus  come  to  this  body  with 
an  expression  of  their  opinions,  and  a  prayer  for 
relief,  had,  up  to  the  commencement  of  the  fa- 
tal "experiment"  of  the  Executive,  enjoyed  a 
high,  and  almost  unexampled  state  of  prosper- 
ity. Steady  and  profitable  markets,  aided  by  a 
sound  and  sufficiently  abundant  currency,  had 
stimulated  and  rewarded  every  branch  of  their 
industry,  and  given  a  rapid  developement  to 
their  resources.  Wool,  their  great  staple,  and 
which  the  memorialists  represent  the  county  of 
Rutland  to  have  produced  to  the  amount  of 
$300,000  during  the  last  year,  had  enjoyed  a 
protection  which  had  greatly  increased  the 
numbers,  and  improved  the  quality  of  their 
flocks ;  inducing  large  and  increasing  invest- 
ments in  that  species  of  property,  and  a  gradual 
adaptation  of  agricultural  improvements  to  its 
growth.  And ,  though  the  adjustment  of  the 
tariff  of  the  last  session  has  excited  apprehen- 
sion as  to  the  final  condition  of  this  important 
interest,  the  same  adjustment  had  given  assu- 
rance of  present  security  from  ruinous  fluctua- 
tions; at  least,  so  far  as  they  might  depend  upon 
the  measures  of  the  Government. 

It  was,  said  Mr.  S.,  in  the  midst  of  this  pros- 
perity, and  while  the  people  were  reposing  in 
this  fancied  security,  that  the  Executive  exper- 
iment was  resolved  upon,  and  its  execution 
commenced.  The  shock  which  was  immedi- 
ately felt  in  the  commercial  cities,  has  gradually 
extended  into  the  country,  and  at  length  reach- 
ed the  people  whose  resolutions  and  memorial  I 
now  preseut.  They  come  to  tell  us  that  the 
•'opening  season  of  active  pursuits"  finds  them 
stripped  of  the  means  of  prosecuting  their  ordi- 
nary enterprises,  or  even  of  fulfilling  their  ordi- 
nary engagements.  The  season  for  remittances 
has  arrived.  The  merchants,  urged  by  the  un- 
usual pressure  upon  them,  from  the  cities,  ire 
compelled,  in  turn,  to  make  unusual  demands 
upon  their  debtors;  and  this,  too,  atthe  moment 
when  the  general  distrust  and  apprehension 
produced  by  the  suddenly  forced  derangement 
of  the  relation  between  the  Government  and 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and,  as  a  neces- 
sary consequence,  between  the  latter  and  the 
State  institutions,  has  withdrawn  from  circula- 
tion, and  locked  up,  the  means  of  discharging 
those  demands.  Between  the  double  operation 
of  an  increased  demand  for  money,  and  a  d>£ 
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minished  supply,  the  people  of  Vermont  are 
placed  in  a  position,  in  which  they  cannot  but 
feel — and,  feeling,  cannot  but  speak. 

But  they  do  not  complain  merely  of  the  exis- 
ting pressure.  They  look  forward  to  the  sea- 
son of  the  year  when  the  sale  of  their  great  sta- 
ple has  usually  afforded  them  the  means  of  dis- 
charging  their  engagements  and  giving  energy 
to  new  enterprises.  They  see,  in  almost  cer- 
tain prospect,  a  reduction  of  one  fourth,  or  one 
third,  of  the  former  prices  of  that  article,  and  a 
corresponding  reduction  in  the  value  of  their 
land  and  labor,  and  the  products  of  both.  Debts 
must,  in  the  mean  time,  be  paid;  lawsuits,  of 
course,  multiplied — lawyers,  sheriffs,  and  con 
stables,  fully  employed — property  sacrificed— 
credit  prostrated — and  families  ruined. 

Thus  suffering,  and  thus  apprehending  a  con- 
tinuance, if  not  an  augmentation  of  suffering, 
the  citizens  whose  resolutions  and  memorial  are 
now  presented,  have  undertaken  to  look  into  its 
.  cause,  and  inquire  after  its  remedy. 

They  attribute  the  existing  derangement  of 
the  currency,  and  business  of  the  country,  to 
the  sudden  and,  as  they  believe,  uncalled  for 
removal  .of  the  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  S'ates.  They  regard  this  act  as  a  flag- 
rant violation  of  the  national  faith,  pledged  to 
continue  the  public  moneys  in  that  depository, 
while  it  was  safe,  and  the  institution  continued 
to  perform  the  appropriate  duties  of  their  trans- 
mission and  disbursement.  These  duties  they 
understood  to  have  been  faithfully  performed, 
and  that  safety  to  have  been  unquestioned,  and 
unquestionably.  The  use  of  the  public  mo- 
neys, during  the  continuance  of  the  charter, 
they  consider,  moreover,  as  one  of  "the  bene- 
fit8,,  for  which  the  bank  paid  the  sum  of  one 
million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States. 

So  far  as  this  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  question 
between  the  Government  and  the  bank,  the 
memorialists  think  they  see,  in  this  act  of  the 
Executive,  an  utter  disregard  of  the  rights  of 
that  institution,  which  deserves  their  decided 
reprehension.  That  reprehension  they  express, 
not  from  any  special  sympathy  for  the  bank, 
but  from  a  regard  to  those  principles  of  com- 
mon justice ,  which  they  have  been  taught  to 
venerate — justice,  which  they  will  not  patiently 
see  denied,  even  to  the  humblest  individual  in 
the  community.  The  injustice  towards  the 
bank  they  consider  to  have  been  exceedingly 
»?gravated,  by  the  obvious  and  inevitable  ex- 
posure of  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  the 
disastrous  consequences  which  have  followed 
its  perpetration, and  which  they  think  a  wise  and 
prudent  Executive  would  have  forseen  and 
avoided. 

The  memorialists  take  the  liberty  also  to  ex- 
press their  views  with  regard  to  the  authorship 
of  the  act  in  question.  They  look  beyond  the 
forms  of  the  proceeding,  to  its  substantial  and 
true  import.  They  regard  it  as  the  act  of  the 
President,  who,  to  effect  a  purpose,  contempla- 
ted by  no  law,  and  justified  by  no  necessity, 
has  converted  the  agent  of  Congress  into  his 
own  special  agent;  and  thus,  through  the  forms 


of  a  legal  agency,  has  accomplished,  what  it 
would  have  been  palpable  usurpation  for  him  to 
have  otherwise  attempted.  The  assignment  of 
reasons  by  the  Secretary,  they,  therefore,  re- 
gard as  a  mere  mockery,  since  those  reasons 
are  in  fact,  though  they  could  not  be  in  form, 
the  reasons  of  the  President,  given  by  the  com- 
mand of  the  President. 

The  memorialists  consider  it  of  the  very  es- 
sence of  the  power  conferred  on  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  change  the  depository  of 
the  public  moneys,  that  he  should  exercise  his 
own  discretion  over  the  subject;  that,  ceasing 
to  exercise  that  discretion,  he  ceased  to  be  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  for  the  purposes  con- 
templated in  the  16th  section  of  the  bank  char- 
ter, and  became  the  "  pliant  instrument"  of  the 
President;  that  the  power  in  question,  having 
been  conferred  by  Congress,  to  whom  the  Con- 
stitution commits  the  special  guardianship  of 
the  public  treasure,  can  be  controlled  only  by 
Congress,  and  that  the  subjection  of  it  to  the 
control  of  any  power  other  than  *b.at  creating 
it,  is  a  palpable  and  glaring  absurdity. 

The  act  of  the  President ,  thus  performed, 
the  people  whom  1  represent,  said  Mr.  Sf,  be- 
lieve to  be  both  an  abuse  and  a  usurpation  of 
power;  an  abuse,  in  removing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  without  reason  ;  and  a  usurpation, 
in  thereby  reaching  and  disposing  of  the 
lie  moneys,  which  the  President  could  -  of, 
otherwise  have  touched  with  even  a  color  of 
authority.  These  moneys  they  regard  as  ivow 
practically  at  the  absolute  disposal  of  the  Presi- 
dent, to  an  extent  enabling  him  to  exercise  a 
moneyed  control  more  dangerous  to  the  "  puVity 
of  elections,"  the  •'freedom  of  the  press,"  and 
the  "morals  of  the  people,"  than  it  can  be  pre- 
tended the  Bank  of  the  United  States  could 
ever  exercise. 

The  conduct  of  the  bank,  in  the  trying  emer- 
gency produced  by  the  Executive  threat  of 
prostration,  they  consider  to  have  been  marked 
by  a  prudence  and  forbearance  deserving  of  the 
highest  commendation,  and  that,  to  that  pru- 
dence and  forbearance,  the  country  is  now  in- 
debted for  exemption  from  universal  bank- 
ruptcy . 

The  idea  of  a  metallic  currency  to  fill  the 
channels  of  circulation,  and  effect  the  exchang- 
es of  an  active,  enterprising,  and  rapidly  ad- 
vancing community,  they  consider  as  eminently 
"visionary  and  impracticable,  and  calculated  to 
mislead  the  public  mind,  and  pervert  the  public 
judgment  with  regard  to  the  true  character  and 
tendency  of  the  late  executive  measures.' 

The  memorialists,  continued  Mr.  8.,  are  dis- 
tressed, deeply  distressed,  under  the  operation 
of  the  paralysis  which  is  gradually  chilling  their 
enterprise,  withering  their  strength,  and  sink- 
ing their  hopes.  But  they  look  above  and  be- 
yond the  present  pecuniary  pressure.  They 
see  the  spirit  of  executive  encroachment  break- 
ing down  the  barriers  of  the  Constitution, 
spurning  the  restraints  of  law,  and  assuming 
powers  which  belong  only  to  the  whtle  Govern- 
ment* Pecuniary  distress  they  can  endure. 
Severe  though  it  may  be,  it  is  not  in  its  nature 
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to  endure  unmitigated  and  perpetually.  But 
encroachments  of  power  become,  insensibly,  a 
part  of  the  fundamental  law.  Submitted  to, 
they  exert  a  subduing'  influence  upon  the  spirit 
of  freedom,  and  will  be  felt  in  their  effects 
throughout  all  future  time. 

The  memorialists,  said  Mr.  S.,  do  not  ask, 
specifically,  for  a  recharter  of  the  Bank  of  the 


condition  of  our  country,  and  the  almost  stagna- 
tion of  all  business  in  that  heretofore  prosperous 
region  of  the  country. 

They  express  the  belief  that  the  present  de- 
ranged state  of  the  currency  of  our  country,  the 
scarcity  of  money,  the  low  prices  of  wages,  and 
the  reduced  prices  of  the  staple  commodities  of 
our  country,  has  been  caused  by  the  unnecessa- 


United  States,  but  they  ask  that  what  has  been  ry  and  uncalled  for  removal  of  the  public  money 
rashly  done  may  be  speedily  undone  ;  that  thejfrom  a  bank  of  solvency  and  security,  with  ten 
public  moneys  may  be  restored  to  their  legal  millions  of  specie  in  its  vaults,and  over  which  the 


depository;  and  that  the  public  faith  may  be 
thus  redeemed;  the  just  balance  of  the  Govern- 
ment restored  ;  the  supremacy  of  the  laws  main- 
tained ;  and  the  Constitution  rescued  from  the 
grasp  of  usurpation. 

Mr.  S.  concluded  by  asking  that  the  resolu- 
tions and  memorial  might  be  read,  referred  to 
the  special  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  causes  of  the  present  distress,  and  printed. 
It  was  ordered  accordingly. 

By  Mr.  SELDBN,  a  memorial  of  builders, 
and  other*  mechanics  of  the  City  of  Troy ,  New 
York,  also  of  merchants,  mechanics,  and  others, 
residing  in  the  City  of  Albany,  N.  Y. 

By  Mr.  FILLMORE,  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  young  men,  of  the  City  of  Troy, 
.N.  York. 

By  Mr.  BINNEY,  a  memorial  of  the  select 
and  common  councils  of  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia. 

By  Mr.  DARLINTON,  a  memorial  of  farm- 
ers, manufacturers,  mechanics,  labourers,  and 
merchants,  reading  in  Delaware  county,  Pa., 
with  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  citi- 
zens of  said  county,  held  on  the  15th  of  March. 
By  Mr.  HENDERSON,  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  inhabitants  of  Centre  county,  Penn- 
sylvania,   held  at  Bellefont,   on  the    25th  of 

March. 
\      By  Mr.  ANTHONY,  a   memorial  of  inhabi 
tants  of  the  county  of  Lycoming,  Pa. 

By  Mr.  POTTS,  a  memorial  of  inhabitants  of 
Chester  county,  Pa. 

By  Mr.  BARNITZ,  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  inhabitants  of  York  county,  Pa.,  held 
in  West  Chester  township,  on  the  21st  of 
March, 

By  Mr.  THOMAS,  of  Md.;  memorial  of  the 
president  and  directors  of  Washington  county 
bank,  in  Williamsport,  Md.;  also,  memorial  of 
the  Frederick  town  branch  of  the  Farmers' 
bank  of  Maryland;  the  Frederick  county  bank, 
and  the  Farmers' and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Fred- 
erick, in  the  State  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  TURNER  rose,  to  offer  the  proceedings 
of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  the  third  election 
district  of  Baltimore  county,  Md.,  held  in  Free- 
dom, in  said  county,  and  addressed  the  House 
as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker — I  hold  in  my  hand  a  pream- 
ble and  resolutions  which  I  have  had  for  several 
days,  but  which,  under  the  rules  of  the  House, 
I  have  been  prevented  until  now  from  present- 
ing. They  give  the  proceedings  of  a  large  and 
respectable  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the  3d  elec- 
tion district  of  Baltimore  county, who  assembled 
to  take  into  consideration  the  present  distressed 


Government  has  the  power  of  investigating  its 
condition  at  pleasure,to  banks  of  doubtful  stand- 
ing, and  over  which  the  Government  can  exer- 
cise no  power  of  legal  investigation,nor  examine 
into  their  condition,  and  whose  books  are  not, 
nor  can  they  be,  subject  to  the  investigation  of 
a  committee  of  Congress. 

They  instruct  me  to  say,  that  they  believe  that 
the  State  banks  cannot  restore  confidence  in  the 
community,  nor  give  sufficient  aid  to  relieve  the 
present  state  of  embarrassment,  and  are  totally 
inadequate  to  preserve  a  uniform  and  healthy 
currency. 

They  believe  that  nothing  but  a  restoration 
of  the  public  deposites  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  where  the  law  had  placed  them,  and 
a  restoration  of  the  former  relations  which  ex- 
isted between  the  bank  and  the  Government 
will  cause  credit  and  confidence  to  revive,  and 
establish  a  sound  and  uniform  currency  through- 
out the  country. 

This  memorial  is  signed  by  industrious  farm- 
ers and  honest  mechanics  who  are  not  actuat- 
ed, I  am  sure,  by  any  other  considerations  than 
those  of  a  high  sense  of  patriotism  and  duty. 

It  is  signed  by  men  of  all  parties  known  in 
that  section  of  the  country;  and  in  casting  my 
eye  over  the  list,  I  find  the  names  of  two  ho- 
norable gentlemen,  both  of  whom  have  been 
successful  candidates  as  electors  for  the  elec- 
tion  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  and  with 
whom  I  cordially  co-operated  at  the  time. 

In  the  election  district  in  which  this  meeting 
was  held  and  the  resolutions  adopted,  the  vote 
seldom  exceeds  400  in  number.  There  are 
attached  to  these  resolutions  328  names:  so  it 
will  appear  that  there  is  an  almost  unanimous 
sentiment  in  this  district  against  the  course 
which  the  Executive  of  the  nation  has  pursued 
in  relation  to  the  deposites. 

I  now  move  that  the  report  and  resolutions 
be  read,  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

By  Mr.  CHILTON  ALLAN,  a  memorial  of 
inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Lexington,  and  Fay- 
ette county,  Ky. 

By  Mr.  CHILTEN,  amemorial  ofinhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Hardensburg,  county  of  Breok- 
enridge,  Ky. 

By  Mr.  POPE;  a  memorial  of  inhabitants  of 
the  City  of  Louisville,  Ky. 

By  Mr.  CORWIN,  a  memorial  of  inhabitants 
of  Warren  county,  Ohio. 

Memorials,  petitions,  and  resolutions  in  favor 

of  a  restoration  of  the  deposites  of  the  public 

moneys  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  were 

presented  as  follows,  viz : 

By  Mr.  DICKERSON,  the  proceedings  of  a 
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neeting  of  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Ches- 
er  and  its  vicinity,  New  Jersey. 

By  Mr.  McKENNAN,  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Wash- 
inton,  Pa.,  held  in  the  town  of  Washington,  on 
the  25th  of  March. 

By  Mr.  STODDERT,  a  memorial  of  inhab- 
itants ot  Prince  George's  County,  Maryland. 

By  Mr.  HALL,  of  N.  C.,  a  memorial  of  in 
habitants  of  Beaufort  county,  N.  C  . 

By  Mr.  WISE,  The  proceedings  of  a  meet- 
ing of  citizens  of  the  county  of  James  City,  and 
the  city  of  Williamsburg. 

By  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  two  memorials  ©f  in- 
habitants of  Wilkes  county,  N.  C. 

By  Mr.  ROBERT  MITCHELL,  a  memorial 
of  inhabitants   of  the   county  of  Muskingum, 

By  Mr.  LEAVITT,  a  memorial  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

By  Mr.  SPANGLER,  a  memorial  of  inhab- 
itants of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Memorials,  petitions,  and  resolutions/in  oppo- 
sition to  a  restoration  of  the  deposite  of  the 
public  money  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  against  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  said 
bank,  were  presented  as  follows,  viz: 

By  Mr.  DUTEE  J.  PEARCE,  Resolutions 
adopted  at  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  the  city  of 
Providence.  The  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of 
citizens  of  Pawtucket  village  and  its  vicinity.— 
The  proceedings  of  working-men  in  the  city  of 
Providence,  held  on  the  26th  of  March— all  in 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

By  Mr.  LANSING,  a  memorial  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  city  of  Albany,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  with  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  in- 
habitants held  on  the  14th  of  March. 

By  Mr.  PIERSON,  a  memorial   of  a  "con- 
vention  of  republican  delegate's  of  the  several 
towns  composing  the  9th  Congressional  district 
of  the  State  of  New  York,"  assembled  at   *' 
city  ofTroy  on  the  26th  of  March. 

By  Mr.  DICKERSON,  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Essex, 


By  Mr.  ANTHONY.a  petition  of  inhabitant! 
of  Northumberland  county,  Pa. 

By  Mr.  GALBRAITH,  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  inhabitants  of  Venango  county,  Pa., 
held  in  the  town  of  Trenton,  on  the  24th  of 
March. 

By  Mr.MILLER,the  proceedings  of  a  meeting 
ef  inhabitants  of  Adams  county,  Pa.,  held  in 
Gettysburg,  on  the  22d  of  March. 

By  Mr.  THOMAS,  of  Md.  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  Delegates  of  the  State  of  Maryland. 

By  Mr.  BE  ALE,  the  proceedings  of  a  meet- 
ing of  inhabitants  of  Shenandoah  county,  Va. 
held  at  the  Court-house  on  the  10th  of  March; 
also  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  inhabitants 
ot  the  county  of  Rockingham,  Va. 

By  the  SPEAKER,  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  inhabitants  of  Page  county,  Va. 

By  Mr.  THOMAS  II.  HALL.the  proceedings 
of  a  meeting  of  inhabitants  of  Tarborough  and 
its  vicinity,  in  North  Carolina. 

By  Mr.  BYNUM,a  memorial  of  inhabitants  of 
the  county  of  Halifax,  N.  Carolina. 

By  Mr.  BELL,'  of  Ohio,  the  proceedings  of 
a  meeting  of  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Bell- 
mo<nt,  Ohio. 

By  Mr.  LEAVITT,  a  memorial  of  inhabitants 
of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  GALBRAITH  presented  a  memorial  of 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  pray- 
ing that  an  appropriation  may  be  made  for  the 
improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Alle- 
ghany river  from  Pittsburg  to  Olian  Point. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  THOMAS  presented  a  reso- 
lution of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  requesting  Congress  at  its  present 
session  to  make  such  an  appropriation  of  the 
public  funds,  in  aid  of  the  further  construction 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  O.iio  Canal,  as  shall  se- 
cure the  completion  of  said  canal. 

Mr.   FRANCIS  THOMAS   presented  a  me- 
morial of  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Alle- 
ghany and  Washington,  in  the   State  of  Mary- 
land, praying  Congress  to  make  a  further  sub- 
cription   to  the  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
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NewJeVsey,  held  in  the  village  of  Clinton,  on  |  Ohio   C^^SB^V^'SSSSi 
the  29th  March. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY,a  memorial  of  inhabitants 


of  the  city  of  Utica,  New  York 

By  Mr.  MUHLENBERG,  a  memorial  of  in- 
habitants of  the  county  of  Berks,  Pa. 

By  Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  the  proceedings  of 
a  meeting  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Del- 
aware, Pa.,  held  at  the  town  of  Nether  Provi- 
dence on  the  22.1  of  March. 

By  Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  the  proceedings 
of  a  meeting  of  the  Jackson  Democratic  Asso- 
ciation of  Southwark,  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, held  on  the  19th  March. 

By  Mr.SUTHERLAND,a  memorial  of  citizens 
of  the  third  Congressional  district  of  Pa. 

By  Mr.  HENDERSON,  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  inhabitants  of  Centre  County,  Pa. 
held  at  Bellefonte.on  the  26th  of  March. 

By  Mr.  WAGGENER,  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  Northampton  County,  Pa.,  held  at 
Bath  on  the  22d  of  March 


eastern  section  of  said  canal  from  Cumberland 
to  Washington  City.  . 

Mr.  BURD  presented  a  memorial  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  of  Bedford,  in  the  State  of 
Pa.  praying  Congress  to  provide  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  turnpike  road  from  Cumber- 
land, in  Md.  to  Hollidaysburg,  in  Pa. 

Mr  BEATTY  presented  a  letter  from  D. 
Trabree,  Jr.  relative  to  the  navigation  of  the 
Cumberland  Road.  . 

Mr  EWING  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  King  County,  Indiana,  praying _  Con- 
gress to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  Rail  Roid 
from  Vincennes  to  Chichago. 

Mr  DUNCAN  presented  a  petition  of  inhab- 
itants of  Cook  County,  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
nraving  Congress  to  construct  a  road  from  Chi- 
chago in  Illinois  to  Nile,  in  the  territory  of 
Michigan.  ,         . 

Said  petitions  and  memorials  were  reterrea 
to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr   SUTHERLAND    presented  a  petition 
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tablished  at  Perrysburg,  in  Wood  county,    ' 
said  State. 

Mr.  LUCIUS  LYON  presented  a  petition  |  f 
J.  Kearsley,  receiver  of  the  land  office  at  D! ' 
troit,  praying  to  be  allowed  compensation  fi  " 
extra  services  rendered  by  him. 

Mr.  LUCIUS  LYON  presented  a  petition  i  ' 
Ebenezer  Bigham,  praying  for  a  pre-emption  \\ 
the  purchase  of  a  quarter  section  of  public  lasj  ' 
embracing  the  blue  mound  stockade  in  the  r  ' 
ceiving  district, 

Mr.  CASEY  presented  a  petition  of  inhabr 
ants  of  Vermillion  county,  Illinois,  prayin 
Congress  to  grant  land  to  aid  in  the  constrtu 
tion  of  a  road  from  Vincennes  to  Chicago. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  presented  a  petition  of  Henr 
Ford,  praying  permission  to  correct  an  error  i 
an  entry  of  a  tract  of  land  purchased  of  the  t 
States. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committe 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  KINNARD  presented  a  petition  of  Dan'j 
Smith,  praying  that  a  patent  may  be  issued  t 
him  for  a  tract  of  land,  purchased  by  him  of  thl 
U.  States,  and  for  which  he  has  made  payment 
a  patent  for  said  tract  having  issued  to  anothe 
person. 

Mr.  CAGE  presented  a  petion  of  William  Bi 
Harmer,  praying  permission  to  correct  an  erroi 
in  an  entry  of  a  tract  of  land,  purchased  of  tht 
U.  States. 

Mr.  MURPHY  presented  a  petition  of  Henri 
Bright,  of  the  city  of  Mobile,  Alabama,  prayinf 
that  his  title  to  certain  lots  of  land  in  said  citjl 
may  be  confirmed. 

Mr.  J.  M.  WHITE  presented  the  petition  01 
the  heirs  at  law  of  Millan  de  la  Carrera,  late  ox 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  deceased,  praying  tha;. 
the  title  of  said  Carrera  to  certain  lands  therein 
described  may  be  confirmed. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MARDIS,  the  petition  oi 
James  Canldlield  was  recommitted  to  the  Conn 
mittee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SLADE,  of  Illinois,  the 
memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Illinois,  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital, 
presented  July  the  8th,  1833,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  J.  M.  WHITE  presented  a  petition  of 
inhabitants  of  Key  West,praying  that  light  hou- 
ses may  be  erected  at  several  points  therein  de- 
signated; which  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  J.  M.  WHITE  presented  resolutions  of 
the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Flo- 
rida, requesting  that  certain  counties  in  said 
territory  may  be  authorized  to  send  an  addition- 
al number  of  members  to  said  Council. 

Mr.  LUCIUS  LYON  presented  resolutions  of 
the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Mi- 
chigan, requesting  that  measures  may  be  adop- 
ted for  taking  a  census  of  the  inhabitants  of  said 
territory,  and  that  the  Legislative  Council  may 
be  authorized  to  hold  an  extra  session. 

Said  resolutions  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Territories. 


of  J.  Waring,  M.  D.  and  Noble  Young,  M.  D. 
on  behalf  of  themselves  and  other  physicians  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  praying  to  be  paid  for 
professional  services  rendered  by  them  in  the 
public  hospitals  in  said  city  during  the  prevalence 
of  the  Cholera  in  the  year  1832. 

Mr.  STODDERT  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Alexandria  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  that  the  char- 
ter of  said  Company  may  be  renewed. 

Mr.  SLOANE  presented  a  memorial  of  in- 
habitants of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  Con- 
gress to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. 

Said  petitions  and  memorials  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colombia. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House,  a  me- 
morial of  Robert  Glenn  of  Alexandria,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia;  Also  a  memorial  of  Thomas 
W.  Lyles,  a  constable  of  Alexandria  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  preferring  charges  of  mal- 
practice 'in  office  against  Newton  Keene,  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Alexandria  in 
said  District. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Ohio,  presented  a  petition  of 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Belmont.  Ohio,  pray- 
ing that  the  act  of  the  2d  March,  1833,  entitled 
*•  an  act  further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports,"  commonly  called  "the  en- 
forcing act,"  may  be  repealed. i 

Said  memorials  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  presented  a  petition 
of  William  H.  Morris,  praying  payment  for  a 
horse  lost  in  the  champaign  aganst  the  Creek 
Indians. 

Mr.  LE  AVITT  presented  a  petition  of  Thomas 
Evans,  praying  to  be  paid  fsr  a  vessel  taken  into 
the  service  of  the  U.  S.  during  the  military  op- 
eratons  in  the  neighborhood  of  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  KENNARD,  presented  a  petition  of  An- 
drew Hoover,  Sr.  praying  compensation  for  a 
horse  lost  in  the  late  expedition  against  the  hos- 
tile Indians 

Mr.  LUCIUS  LYON,  presented  a  petition 
of  Joseph  Loranger,  praying  to  be  paid  for 
buildings  and  other  property  destroyed  during 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britian. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  M.  WHITE,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Peter  Porcher,  praying  to  be  paid  for  a 
negro  slave  lost  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States. 

Said  petitioners  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims. 

Mr.  CHILTON  presented  a  petition  of  Bry- 
ant R.  Young,  Cadwalader  Churchill,  Joseph 
Vanmetre,  and  William  Shelby,  praying  that  s 
law  may  be  passed  authorizing  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain unsurveyed  public  lands,  situated  on  the 
river  Mississippi,  in  the  State  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  McLENE  presented  a  petition  of  Anna 
Lapham,  praying  that  she  may  be  allowed  to 
change  the  location  of  a  quarter  section  of  land, 
for  which  she  has  obtained  a  patent  from  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas  to  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  VANCE  presented  a  petition  of  inhabit- 
ants of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  that  a  land 
office,  for  the  sale  of  public  lands,  may  be  es-i 
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Mr.  J.  M.  WHITE  presented  a  resolution  of 
lie  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Flo- 
ida,  requesting  that  a  further  approprirtion 
nay  be  made  to  construct  a  sea  wall  in  front  of 
he  city  of  St.  Augustine,  which  resolution  was 
eferred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  J.  M.  WHITE  also  presented  a  memorial 
yf  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine; 
ilso  a  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  said  city,  seve- 
rally praying  for  the  construction  of  a  sea  wall 
in  front  of  said  city;  which  memorials  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  J.  M.  WHITE  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  corporation  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine, 
praying  to  be  permitted  to  increase  the  width 
of  one  of  the  streets  of  the  city,  by  attaching  1 
thereto  a  portion  of  the  public  lot  commonly 
called  "the  Government  house  lot" — which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  en  the  Territories. 

Mr.  McCARTY  presented  the  proceedings 
©f  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  Bemen  county,  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  remonstrating  against  any 
change  in  the  direction  and  location  of  the  De- 
troit and  Chicago  road — which  proceedings 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals. 

Mr.  MARDIS  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  of  Benton,  Alabama,  pray- 
jing  that  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase 
of  the  lands  on  which  they  reside,  respectively, 
,may  be  granted  to  them— which  petition  was 
.committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
,to  which  is  commitied  the  bill  granting  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  setlers  on  the  public 
I  lands. 

Mr.  MARDIS  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
:  tents  of  the  county  of  Sumner,  Alabama,  settlers 
J  on  the  public  lands,  lately  acquired  from  the 
Choctaw  Indians,  praying  that  the  right  of  pre- 
i  emption  in  the  purchase  of  the  lands  on  which 
they  reside,  respectively,  may  be  granted  to 
|  them — which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
tee  of  the  whole  House,  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  set- 
,  tiers  on  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  L.  LYON  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
|  gan,  expressive  of  the  views  entertained  by  the 
said  Council  in  relation  to  the  southern  bounda- 
ry of  said  Territory — which  memorial  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  E.  D.  WHITE  presented  a  memorial  of 
officers  of  the  army  stationed  at  Fort  Wood  and 
Fort  Pike  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  remonstrat- 
ing against  the  passage  of  the  bill  pending  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  for  the  relief  of 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  officers — which  me- 
morial  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House,  to  which  said  bill  is  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SPANGLER, 
f  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route, 
commencing  at  St.  Clairsville,  in  Belmont  coun- 
ty, in  the  State  of  Ohio — thence  through  Union 
town,  Flushing,  Moorefield,  Freeport,  West 
Chester,  and  ending  at  Port  Washington,  in 
Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio, 


On  motion  of  Mr.  THOMAS,  of  Louisiana, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  granting  a  mail  route 
direct  from  the  county  or  parish  seat  of  justice 
in  Livingston  to  the  seat  of  justice  in  the  parish 
ofEast.Feliciana. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EWING, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolution 
ary  Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  placing  the  names  of  Daniel 
Strother  and  Joshua  Kelly,  of  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana, on  the  roll  of  Revolutionary  Pensioners — 
and  that  the  documents  accompanying  this  re- 
solution be  referred  to  said  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EWING, 
'  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Claims  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  a  proper  remuneration  to  the  heirs  of 
the  late  Ira  Tracy,  for  property  belonging  to 
the  said  Ira,  destroyed  by  the  enemy  at  Lewis- 
ton,  in  1813. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ASHLEY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  Port  Independence,  in  the  county  of 
Jackson,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  a  port  of  en- 
try. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

SENATE. 
Tuesdat,  Afril  8,  1834. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HENDRICKS, 
The  amendment  made  to  the  Cumberland 
road  bill,  by  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals, was  ordered  to  be  printed  in  connexion 
with  the  bill. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  gave  notice  that  he  should 
on  Thursday  next,  move  to  take  up  and  consi- 
der the  Cumberland  road  bill. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 
Mr.  SOUTHARD  said,  he  would  again  trou- 
ble the  Senate  with  expressions  of  opinion  from 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  on  the  subject  which 
now  agitates  the  country. 

The  first  was  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting 
held  in  Clinton,  county  of  Hunterdon.  He  felt 
a  difficulty  in  presenting  this  paper,  from  one 
cause,  and  only  one,  that  it  was  not  the  original 
but  a  copy;  but  he  perceived  a  direction  that  a 
copy  should  be  sent,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that 
this  was  a  correct  one,  which  had  been  sent  to 
him  by  the  Secretary  of  the  meeting.  The 
proceedings  expressed  in  strong  terms,  an  undi- 
minished confidence  in  the  integrity  and  talents 
of  the  President;  they  approved  of  what  he 
had  done  in  relation  to  the  public  money,  and 
indeed,  of  all  he  ever  did.  They  represented 
this  as  the  opinion  of  the  State,  from  which, 
Mr.  S.  dissented.  They  claimed  also,  that  it 
was  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  county ,  in 
which  Mr.  S.  thought  probably  they  were  cor- 
rect. He  offered  the  paper  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Senate. 

He  would  offer  also,  the  proceedings  of  a 

meeting  held  on  the  same  day,  and  in  the  same 

place,  of  those  who  entertained  very  different 

1  opinions  from  the  former,  and  who  claimed  that 
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their  sentiments  were  the  prevailing  ones  of 
that  part  of  the  country.  The  proceedings  of 
the  meeting  were  stated  in  very  strong  and  em- 
phatic  terms.  They  first  gave  the  Senate  a 
memorial,  stating  that  they  were  laboring  under 
deep  pecuniary  distress;  that  their  produce,  in 
the  short  space  of  a  few  months,  had  deprecia- 
ted 25  or  30  per  cent. ;  that  their  active  business 
was  almost  at  a  stand;  that  the  people  were  tak- 
ing the  specie  out  of  the  banks  to  hoard  it  up; 
and  they  expressed  their  conviction  that  the 
cause  of  all  this  was  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
sites,  and  the  conduct  of  the  Executive  in  rela- 
tion to  the  U.  S.  Bank.  The  resolutions  con- 
veyed the  same  opinions  in  decided  terms;  and 
they  entered  into  the  consideration  of  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Legislative  instructions  which  had 
been  given  to  him  and  his  colleague,  and  ex- 
pressed their  views  on  this  subject  in  a  very 
strong  manner;  and  they  denounced  what  they 
called  the  present  empyrical  experiment  on  the 
finances  of  the  Union,  in  such  terms,  as  those 
who  were  suffering  under  it  were  very  likely  to 
use. 

He  had  also,  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of 
the  citizens  of  Morris,  in  the  county  of  Hunter- 
don, without  distinction  of  party.  They  thought 
the  question  before  the  country,  was  that  of  vio- 
ated  law  and  Constitution,  and  that  it  was  above 
all  party  considerations;  and  their  neighborhood 
almost  unanimously  considered  the  act  of  the 
President  as  one  of  gross  impropriety,  and  they 
could  not  conceive  that  it  was  proper  for  them 
to  suffer  daily,  while  he  was  making  his  experi- 
ment on  their  property  and  industry. 

He  also  offered  the  proceedings  of  a  public 
meeting  held  in  the  county  of  Cape  May,  which 
was  the  southern  part  of  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey. It  was  not  a  large  county  in  extent;  its 
soil  was  not  particularly  rich,  nor  its  population 
very  large.  The  number  of  voters  at  the  last 
Presidential  election,  were,  for  the  unsuccessful 
candidate,  436,  and  for  the  successful  one,  237; 
and  the  memorial  contained  the  signatures  of 
628  legal  voters,  which  number  was  within  less 
than  100  of  all  the  votes  given  in  the  county  at 
that  time,  and  three  times  as  many  as  the  suc- 
cessful candidate  had  received .  The  memorial 
was  signed  in  the  course  of  one  week  after  the 
meeting,  and  he  had  been  informed  that  there 
was  not  a  doubt  that  three-fourths  of  all  the  in- 
habitants would  have  promptly  signed  the  me- 
morial if  it  had  been  offered.  A  memorial  and 
resolutions  from  a  county  like  that  of  Cape  May, 
intelligent,  and  not  actively  engaged  in  politics, 
drew  from  him,  however  they  might  be  regard- 
ed by  the  Senate,  his  sincere  respect.  They 
represented  that  there  was  great  stagnation,  dif- 
ficulty, and  embarrassment  in  their  usual  busi- 
ness. It  was  no  party  meeting;  their  employ- 
ments, in  connexion  with  something  agricultu- 
ral, were  very  much  those  of  the  water;  they 
had  100  vessels  engaged  in  the  transportation  of 
lumber  and  other  commodities  to  Philadelphia 
and  New  York,  and  in  the  carrying  trade  from 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Baltimore.  They 
declared  that  the  value  of  every  species  of  their 
property  had  depreciated  25  per  cent.;  that 


their  vessels  were  laid  up  and  continually  decay- 
ing, because  they  decayed  more  rapidly  at  the 
wharf  than  when   employed.     They  had  lately 
been  deprived   of  all  employment,  and  were 
waiting  the  operations  of  Government  to  restore 
them  to  their  customary  business.     They  de- 
clared that  they  were  not  satisfied  with  that  em- 
pyrical contrivance,  designed  to  operate  against* 
the  U.  S.  Bank;  and  they  did  not  concur  in  thati 
reasoning  which  held  the  Executive  to  be  exer- 
cised, because  the  evils  had  resulted  from  his 
assault  on  the  bank  for  its  supposed  misconduct; 
they  did  not  comprehend  that  logic  which  jus- 
tified the  assailant  of  that  institution;  and  when 
the  evil  had  taken  place,  laid  the  blame  on  the 
institution  alone,  and  exculpated  him  who  struck  i' 
the  first  blow;  it  was  not  according  to  their  sys- 
tem of  law  or  morality ,  and  they  could  not  com- 
prehend it. 

It  would  be  perceived  that  it  was  a  very  large- 
majority  of  the  county  who  made  this  complaint; 
and  the  counties  of   Burlington,  Gloucester,-!- 
Cumberland,  and  Cape  May,  presented  a  majo" 
rity  ten  times  as  great  as  that  which  had  been  i 
given  by  the  whole  State,   for  Jackson,  at  the  •, 
last  election.     Mr.  S.  conceived  this  to  be  evi-  ■ 
dence  of  the  fact,  that  the  people  of  the  State  :' 
did  not  approve  of  the  conduct  of  the  Execu- 
tive, and  conclusive  evidence  that  the  course  : 
of  his  colleague  and  himself  met  the  decided  I 
approbation  of  the  people  of  the  State. 

He  had  an  additional  memorial  from  the  only 
remaining  county  in  the  western  part  of  New  . 
Jersey,  the  county  of  Salem.     There  was    a V 
public  meeting  in  that  county,  of  which  public 
notiee  had  been  given.     The  meeting  was  held 
under  circumstances  which  called  up  the  at- 
tention of  alJ  parties.  The  moment  it  was  call- 
ed, warning  had  been  given  »o  the  faithful  not 
to  attend  it,  or  sign  the  memorial ;  it  was  every 
where  set  up  in  capitals,  and  handbills  were  cir- 
culated  of  the  same    purport.     That  county 
was  represented  in   the   Legislature,  by  those 
who  had  voted  the  instructions  for  his  colleague 
and  himself.     Yet  the  meeting  was  held,  and 
here  was  their  memorial,  signed  after  the  meet- 
ing by  1,004  legal  voters  of   that  county,  in 
which  Jackson  had  received  926  votes  at  the 
last  election.     A  number   of  memorials  were 
out,  which  had  not  been  returned,  and  Mr.  S. 
was  authorized  to  say,  that  three-fourths  of  the 
voters  would  joyfully  have  put  their  names  to  * 
that  memorial.     It  was  couched  in  strong  lan- 
guage, asserted  that  they  were  laboring  under 
much  distress,  and  asked  why  they  were  com- 
pelled to  continue  to  suffer.     It  told  who  was 
the  author  of  the  evil;  they  believed  it  had  aris- 
en from  the  conduct  of  the  Executive,  in  dis- 
regard of  the  laws  of  the  land,  by  which  he  had 
given  a  ruinous  blow  to  the  business  and  cur- 
rency of  the  country.     They  condemned  mea- 
sures which  were  taken  on  party  considerations; 
the  man  might  die,  the  party  might  be  scatter- 
ed, and  when  the  Constitution  and  laws  were 
lost,  all  would  be  lost.     Mr.   S.  could  say  of 
the  Constitution,  as  was  said  of  the  colliseum  ; 
while  the  colliseum  stands  Rome  stands;  when 
the  colliseum  falls,  Rome  falls,  and  when  Rome 
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falls, — the  world, — and  woe  to  th it  hand  which 
shall  tear  away  any  part  of  that  structure,  f  r 
the  purpose  of  creating  ens  to  suit  personal  or 
party  purposes. 

Mr.  S.  moved  that  these  memorials  and  reso 
lutions  be  read,  printed,  and  referred  ;  and  it 
was  so  ordered . 

Mr.  SILLSBEE  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  merchants  of  Boston  upon  the  subject  of 
the  warehouse  system;  also  another  from  the  ci- 
tizens of  New  Bedford  relative  to  the  deranged 
state  of  the  currency.  The  former  memorial 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
and  the  latter  to  the  C'»mnittee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  SILLSBEE  also  reported  a  bill  fromt'  e 
Committee  on  Commerce,  directing  appropria- 
tions to  be  ma  e  for  the  erection  of  a  Marine 
Hospial  at  Charleston.  The  bid  was  read  a 
second  time. 

Mr.  TYLER  presented  the  petition  of  Eliza- 
beth St  ck,  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit 
♦ee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  presented  the  peti'ion  of 
Peter  Bradly,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 


mittee on   Claims;  also  the    petition  of  Cary  .ip. 


The  memorial  was  partly  read,  when 

Mr.  TIPTON  rose  and  objected  to  its  being 
proceeded  with. 

•Mr.  McKEAN  wished  it  to  be  read. 

Mr.  CLAY  hoped  the  reading  of  the  memo- 
rial might  be  continued. 

Tiit-  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on   Finance. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  a  resolution  from 
the  people  of  Delaware  county,  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, signed  by  two  thousand  three  hundred 
names,  disapproving  of  ihe  removal  of  the  de- 
posits, and  Representing  great  distress  to  be 
t:it-  effect  of  i he  measure. 

The  memorial  was  read,  and'  refered  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
affairs,  who  had  in  consideration  a  resolution 
reative  to  the  boundary  line  of  Missou  i,  re- 
ported a  bill,  which  was  refered  without  print- 
ing. 

Mr.  CLAYTON    moved    that   a   resolution 

hich  he  h>d  presented  a  few  davs  a£  ,  rota- 
tive to  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  be  now  t.tken 


Clark,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  McKEAN  said  he  had  to  ask  the  reading 
of  a  memorial  up  n  tha*  subject  which  had  been 
so  long  debated  in  this  and  the  other  Hou-e.  It 
would  be  useless  for  him  to  say  any  thing  re 
spectiogthe  intelligence  and  respectabilityof  the 
'  individuals  from  horn  the  memorial  came;  it 
was  sufficient  for  him  to  declare  that  it  proceed- 
jed  fro  •>  the  Council  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
and  that  it  had  been  borne  hither  by  five  mem- 
bers of  that  body  The  memorialists  depi.  ted 
the  horrors  of  the  present  state  of  aff.irs,  and 
ascribed  11  the  evils  under  which  they  labored 
to  the  act  of  the  Bxecutive  in  removing  the 
public  deposites.  They  spoke  of  Philadelphia 
as  being  the  medium  through  which  an  exten- 
sive internal  trade  was  carried  on;  said  that  she 
had  opened  new  channels  of  passage  for  mer 
chandise,  improved  the  access  to  the  ocean,  and 
finally  entered  into  a  chain  of  reasoning  o  show 


the  reduced  price  of  stock, be^n  a  looser  to  the 
amount  of  at  least  half  a  million  of  dollars.  Mr. 
McKean   asked   that  the   memorial  might  be 

|  read,  printed  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

r  Finance. 


Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  "bjected  »o  tak'n^ 
op  the  res  'lotion  at  present,  and  the  nwuon 
was  not  ps-rsevered  in. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Atabama,    presented  th^   me- 

nemortal  of  K*lph  Stringer,  concerning ctrtain 

land  in  the  State  of  Al  .bam«,  which  was  refer- 

•'t\  to  tot-  C  mnnittr-c  on  Private  Land  0'  «i  t<  . 

Mr.  KENT  present  d  the  m  mortal  <.f  Cha?. 
Ki  ig,  an   nvalid    p-iisiooer,  praying  for  an  in- 
rease  of  D'  nsi  >n,    iefc>rtd  to  the  C  -mm  it.  e 
mi  Pensions. 

Th*  foil  >wing  resolution  was  off  red  by  Mr. 
Kfi^G,  if  Alabama,  and  adopted: 

RewLved  That  the  Contittee  on  the  Jod 
c'ury,  be  instn.tt-d  to  i.  qui  e  into  •«- expe 
•iy    of  auttioriz  ng  'be  ac  o  in'injj  (-ft-   r->  o 

t  Tren-ur.,  to  credit  toe  ..cc  tint  «>t  |)  vid 
McCorl  lar^  receive  of  t  >q  pu  oic  m  >ney»  at 
ine  Larxl  Office,  at  C  uia  Aba,  in  the  6t«  e  f 
Alabama,  wi  li  the  amount  of  money  received 
>y  snir.   McC  rd,  f»ith-    sale  of*  publ.c  *>i  s; 


that  Philadelphia  alone  had,  in  consequence  of  and  what  *  as  lost  by  Airxa  .der  P  >p<-,  hy  the 


mrning  of  toe  S  ea  n  bo  t  Fiori  ia,  wiulc  iak- 

ig  t  >«  same  t  >    M  bile,   to  depo<ite  it  111  t  e 

h  ancb  Bank  of  the  Uui  e'l  SUtjB  ,  according  to 

>rders  received  from  tue  Secretary  of  me  Trea- 
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Mr.  WHITE  moved  that  the  Senate  do  now 
go  into  executive  business. 

Mr.  CLAY  hoped  the  gentleman  would  not 
press  his  motion,  there  was  much  business  on 
band,  and  it  would  be  desirable  to  get  through 
with  it. 

Mr.  WHITE  was  reluctant  to  interpose  with 
the  proceedings  of  the  business,  before  the  Se- 
nate; but,  weighty  as  it  was,  there  was  some 
executive  business  of  so  pressing  a  nature  that 
he  could  not  avoid  it.  There  was  some  which 
ought  to  he  acted  upon;  and,  if  it  was  not  taken 
up  to-day,  it  might  be  delayed  for  several  days. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  White's 
motion,  when  there  appeared 

For  Mr.  White's  motion,  19 

Against  it,  15 

So  the  Senate  went  into  an  executive  session. 

After  the  doors  were  opened,  the  resolution 
to  call  for  petitions  and  memorials,  in  the  order 
of  the  States,  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

A  motion  of  Mr.  CALHOUN  to  lay  it  on  the 
table,  was  negatived  by  a  a  vote  of  17  to  19. 

Mr.  CLAY  offered  as  a  substitute  for  the  re- 
solution, that  memorials  and  petitions  should 
first  be  called  for  in  the  usual  manner,  and  then 
the  reports  of  the  committees;  but  before  any 
further  order  was  taken, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EWING, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


[28d  C.  IstjS 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
At  11  o'clock  the  House  assembled. 
Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  from  the   Commit- 
tee on  Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Benjamin  Oden;  it  was  twice  read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  allow  fur- 
ther time  to  complete  the  issuing  and  locating 
of  military  land  warrants  during  the  late  war  ; 
which  was  twice  read. 

Mr.  TOMPKlNSjfromthe  Committee  on  Re- 
volutionary Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Simeon  Meachen;  which  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Dominick  Lynch;  which  was  twice  read  and 
committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House, 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Aoa  Arminglon. 

Mr.CHANEY,from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pension,  reported  a  bill  granting  a  pension  to 
Francis  St.  Cyr,  which  was  twice  read  andjcom- 
mitted. 

Mr.  CARR,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Daniel  Whitney  and  others,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacques  Porlier;  also  a  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Isaac  Williams,  deceased,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  said  representatives,  which 
bills  were  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on 
Territories,reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  to  run  and  mark  the 
line  dividing  the  Territory  of  the  United  States 


from  the  State   of  Missouri,  which  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

Mr.  VINTON,from  the  Committee  on  Patents 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Blan- 
chard,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  renew  the  pa- 
tent of  said  Blanchard;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  postponed  : 
until  the  15th  of  April  next. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Va.,from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred,  on  the 
27th  of  January,  the  petition  of  sundry  half  i 
breed  Indians  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  tribes,  in  Mis- 
souri, reported  a  bill  to  relinquish  the  reversion- 
ary interest  of  the  United  States  in  a  certain  In- 
dian reservation,  lying  between  the  rivers  Mis- 
sissippi and  Demornes;  which  was  twice  read  I 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ELLSWORTH,  the  Com*  ■ 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary  was  dischaiged  from  the : 
further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Mabel  I 
Seymour,  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY,  the  Committee  om 
the  Public  Lands  was  discharged  from  the  fur-  • 
ther  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the  General  I 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  in  relation  to  J 
Renault's  Grant ;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  i 
Also,  from  the  memorial  of  the  commissioners  of 
the  county  of  Putnam,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,! 
which  was  laid  on  the  table.  Also,  from  thei 
consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the  General  I 
Assembly  of  Indiana,  respecting  the  price  of  the  i 
public  lands ;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  of  Ohio,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Pensions  was  discharg- 
ed from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petitions 
of  James  Busby,  John  Borden,  and  Nancy  Gra- 
ham, which  were  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TOMPKINS,  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions  was  discharg- 
ed from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition 
of  Elizabeth  J.  Waters;  which  was  laid  on  the  tat 

hie. 

Mr.  RICHARD  M.  JOHNSON,  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  in  consequence  of  time,  which! 
has  elapsed  since  the  time  of  the  present  system) 
of  discipline  for  the  army,  and  the  improTMnents 
which  have  taken  place  in  military  science,  it  i» 
expedient  to  have  a  revision  of  said  system,  and 
therefore  that  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed, 
to  cause  a  revision  thereof  to  be  made,  and  the 
same  to  be  reported  to  Congress  at  its  next  ses- 
sion*.    ' 

Mr.  McKENNAN  moved  the  following,  which i 
was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  in- 
structed to  furnish  the  House  with  a  detailed  eg*. 
timate  for  the  repairs  of  the  Cumberland  road 
east  of  the  Ohio  river. 

The  House  then  took  up  Mr.MARDis'  resolu- 
tion on  the  subject  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  COR  WIN  spoke  until  the  expiration  of 
the  hour. 

At  12  o'clock  the  House  proceeded  to  the  or-j 
der  of  the  day,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  Revolutionary  Commutation  Bill,  when  Mr./ 
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Cramer,  of  N.  Y.,  concluded  his  remarks  in  fa- 
vor of  the  measure. 

Or  motion  of  Mr.  CRANE,  it  was  postponed 
till  Thursday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POLK,the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  U- 
ni«n,  Mr.  Hubbard  in  the  Chair. 

The  "bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil 
,nd  diplomac  expenses  of  Government  for  1834," 
,vas  then  taken  up  and  read  by  clauses. 

Upon  the  clause  granting  $20,900  for  compen- 
sation to  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  the  State 
Department  coming  under  consideration  , 

Mr.  McKAY  asked  the  cause  of  the  increase 
from  the  last  year. 

Mr.  POLK  explained,  that  by  the  act  of  the 
2d  March,  1833,  an  additional  clerk  had  been 
appointed,  with  a  salary  of  $900,  which  makes 
the  difference. 

The  clause  was  agreed  to. 

The  third  clause  was  next  taken  up;  and 

Mr.  POLK  moved  to  strike  out  lines  12  and 
13  granting  an  addition  of  $500  to  the  salary  of 
the  chief  clerk  in  the  Department  of  State. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  VINTON  proposed  an  amendment,  in- 
creasing the  salary  of  the  mechinist  of  the  pa- 
tent office  $500  dollars  per  annum;  and  that  of 
the  messenger  of  the  same  office,  $300  per  an- 
num. 

Mr.  VINTON  spoke  at  considerable  length 
in  support  of  ^his  amendment.  The  messenger 
in  the  patent  office  receives  but  $400  dollars 
per  annum,  whilst  the  messengers  in  other  pub- 
lic offices  receive  $700  With  regard  to  the 
xnechinist,  his  present  salary  was  wholly  inade- 
quate to  the  duties  of  his  office,  which  were  of 
the  most  responsible  and  important  character. 
It  was  necessary,  not  only  that  he  should  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  principles  of  mechanics,  but 
that  he  should  be  a  practical  mechanic.  It  was 
his  duty  to  repair  the  machines  in  the  office,  or 
if  necessary  to  reconstruct  them .  It  was  his 
duty  to  give  information  whether  the  applica- 
tion of  a  mechanical  principle  was  new  or  old; 
and  it  was  therefore  necessary  for  him  to  be  ac- 
quainted, not  only  with  the  inventions  of  this, 
but  of  other  countries  also.  The  office  was  one 
he  repeated  it,  which  required  not  only  intelli- 
gence but  practical  skill;  and  its  duties  were 
consequently  of  a  far  higher  order  than  those  of 
a  mere  copying  clerk.  Most  of  the  gentleman 
on  that  floor,  had,  he  doubted  not,  had  occasion 
to  apply  at  the  Patent  Office;  and  he  was  sure 
that  all  who  had  done  so  must  be  satisfied  of 
the  eminent  talents  of  Mr.  Keller,  the  present 
mechanist. 

Mr.  V.  concluded  by  stating,  that  the  salary 
of  the  office  was  fixed  at  a  time  when  its  duties 
were  far  less  onerous  than  now. 

Mr.  BURGES  opposed  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio.  This  was  not  a  lime  to 
augment  salaries.  This  messenger  was  receiv- 
ing 400  dollars  for  doing  what  any  bo)'  of  twelve 
years  old  might  do  ;  whilst  the  working-men  of 
the  country  could  earn  but  one  dollar  per 
day.  With  regard  to  the  machinist, — 
■he  did   not   dispute   bis    talents,    but   there 


were  men  of  equal  mechanical  skill  and  knowl- 
edge—the working  machinists  of  the  country, 
who  were  laboring  for  a  much  less  sum  than  70  J 
dollars  per  annum.  Mr.  B.  further  opposed  the 
amendment  on  the  ground,  of  the  present  de- 
preciated state  of  the  markets  of  the  country. 
The  salary  of  every  office-holder  was  worth  "at 
least  33  s  more  at  present  than  formerly. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  called  for  a  division. 

The  question  was  accordingly  put  on  the  first 
branch  of  the  amendment — to  increase  the  yearly 
salary  of  the  machinist  500  dollars. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  he  felt  it  his  duty  further 
to  state,  that  Mr.  Keller,  in  order  to  fit  himself 
for  the  duties  of  the  office,  was  there  for  several 
years  before  he  received  any  compensation — he 
served  an  apprenticeship  to  leam  its  duties.  In 
reply  to  the  observation  of  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island,  (Mr.  Burges,)  he  would  only  ob- 
serve, that  whatever  might  be  the  remuneration 
of  mere  artisans  and  machine-makers, — he  (Mr. 
V.)  was  certain  they  could  not  command  the 
skill  and  intelligence  requisite  for  the  office  of 
machinist  in  the  Patent  Office,  for  a  less  sum 
than  $1500  per  annum. 

Mr.  WARDWELL  also  supported  the  a- 
mendment,  and  bore  strong  testimony  to  the 
talents  and  intelligence  of  Mr  Keller. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  said  he  had  no  doubt  ns  in 
the  correctness  of  the  statements  of  the  gentlemen 
from  Ohio  and  New  York ;  but  he  was  opposed 
to  increasing  salaries  in  an  appropriation  bill ;  it 
was  against  the  former  rule  of  the  House.  Let. 
it  be  done  by  a  separate  law.  He  had  under- 
stood it  was  contemplated  to  erect  a  fire-proof 
building,  in  place  of  the  present  office  ;  the  in- 
crease of  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  Patent 
Office, — if  it  should  be  found  proper  to  increase 
them, — might  be  provided  for  in  the  act  for  such 
purpose. 

The  questisn  was  then  taken,  on  this  first 
branch  of  the  amendment,  when  there  appeared 
ayes  68,  noes  71.  So  the  proposition  was  ne- 
gatived ;  as  was  also  that  for  the  increase  of  the 
salary  of  the  messenger. 

The  clause,  providing  an  additional  tempora- 
ry clerk  for  the  Department  of  State,  for  one 
year,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the  archives 
of  the  department,  &c.  having  been  read, 

Mr.  POLK  sent  a  letter  to  the  Chair,  on  the 
subject,  that  he  had  received  from  the  Secreta- 
ry of  State;  which  having  been  read  by  the 
Clerk,  Mr.  P.  said  he  had  a!so  had  a  conversa- 
tion with  the  Secretary  on  the  subject  of  this 
item,  and  deemed  it  important  that  it  should 
pass.  An  application  for  this  purpose  had  been 
made  last  year. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  strike  out  this  clause. 
He  should  oppose  this,  and  other  similar  items, 
on  the  grouud  that  nothing  should  be  inserted 
in  an  appropriation  bill,  which  had  not  been 
sanctioned  by  another  law.  Multiplied  abuses 
had  crept  into  the  Government  in  consequence 
of  the  present  practice.  This  very  clause  it- 
self was  an  example  of  its  dangerous  tendency. 
The  clause  purported  to  provide  for  a  temporary 
clerk  for  one  year.  Now,  he  understood  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
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to  say  that  a  similar  appropriation  had   been 
made  la  t  year. 

Mr.  POLK  explained.  He  had  merely  said 
an  a   pi  cation  for  the  purpose  had  been  made 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  increased  his  objec- 
tion, inasmuch  as  no  former  law  had  been  pass- 
ed on  the  subject.  The  letter  of  the  Secretary 
showed  that  tin's  was  merely  mended  as  an  en- 
tering- wedge.  One  year  would  not  suffer  for 
the  purposes  proposed.  He,  (Mr.  A  )  was 
not  against  the  arranging  of  these  archives, 
making  indexes  to  them,  &c.  He  thought  it 
should  be  done;  but  the  present  was  a  decep 
tive  mode.  If  the  gentleman  would  bring  in  a 
separate  bill  to  provi  'e  for  the  appointment  of 
a  keeper  of  the  archives,  he  (Mr.  A.)  did  not 
know,  but  that  he  might  vote  for  it;  but  he 
should  move  to  strike  out  all  these  temporary 
or  pretended  temporary  clerkships  from  this 
bill. 

Mr.  POLK  replied.  With  regard  to  the 
practice  of  Congress,  it  mitrht  have  beew  other- 
wise during  the  early  Congress;  but  in  looking 
back  for  the  last  twenty  years,  he  found  it  had 
been  the  usual  practic  thus  to  provide  for 
these  lemporary  offices.  Mr.  P.  then  referred 
to  the  pension  laws  of  1832,  in  which  provision 
was  made  for  additional  clerk  hire  ;  and  also  to 
several  other  instances  wherein  a  like  practice 
had  been  adopted. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  N.  C,  followed,  and  objected 
to  the  proposition  as  extraneous  to  the  bill,  and 
as  one  which,  if  necessary  ought  to  be  provided 
for  in  a  distinct  manner. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Massachusetts,  was  in  fa- 
vor of  the  grant  on  account  of  the  advantages 
which  would  result  from  it  in  respect  to  the 
preservation  of  the  archives  of  the  Department, 
and  the  facility  of  reference  which  would  be  af- 
forded. 

Mr  PARKER,  of  New  Jersey,  opposed  the 
appropriation  on  the  ground  of  its  being  the 
duty  of  the  regular  cl<-rksto  perform  these  offi- 
cial duties,  even  if  it  were  necessary  to  give 
them  extra  c  mpensation  for  additional  labor. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  object  d  to  the  measure. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,of  Kentucky,  was  in  favor  of 
it;  and  in  the  course  of  an  argument  in  its  sup 
port  adverted  to  the  circumstances  of  the  con- 
tingent appropriation  bill  having  been  passed, 
that  wh  ch  applies  to  the  payment  of  members 
of  Congress  to  he  delay  which  had  taken  pi  ce 
in  the  progress  of  other  appropriation  bills — to 
the  meritorious  sen-ice'*  of  the  clerk— to  the 
equity  of  their  being  allowed  compensation  for 
extra  services  -  to  the  importance  and  n  cessity 
of  preserving  and  arranging  the  public  records, 
and  to  the  expediency  of  assigning  the  duty  to 
an  individual  properly  qualified  for  its  dis- 
charge. 

Mr.  J.  further  said  that  generally,  as  far  as 
his  knowledge  extended,  and  as  he  had  come  in 
contact  with  clerks  of  the  various  depurtmen  s, 
tbey  are  faithful,  industrions,  capab'e  and  wor- 
thy of  the  highest  confidence  and  p'aise  He 
would  not  vote  to  take  away  from  any  of 
them  any  part  <;f  ihe  compensation  allowed 
them  by  the  law. 


Mr.  WAYNE  argued  at  some  length  on  the 
adoption  of  the  proposition. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  replied  briefly  to  Mr. 
Polk,  and  contended  that  the  clause  went  to  in- 
troduce surreptitiously  a  new  expenditure,  for 
which  there  was  no  good  ground.  There  was 
no  necessity  for  a  temporary  clerk  in  this  de- 
partment, s  nee  there  was  no  increase  of  duties; 
and  those  already  appoinced  were  fully  adequate 
to  perform  the  duty  requ  red. 

Mr.  MERCER  contended  also  against  the  a- 
doption  of  the  clause.  Mr.  M.  said,  that  some- 
time ago,  he  Bad  occasion  to  see  all  the  Heads 
of  Departments,  all  of  whom  repeated  there  was 
no  vacancy;  and  the  head  of  one  of  them  had 
assured  him  that  he  had  already  more  than  were 
employed.  Mr.  M.  said,  if  any  confusion  exist- 
ed in  h  •  public  papers,  it  arose  not  from  the 
want  of  efficient  persons,  but  from  the  frequent 
changes  that  took  place  among  the  clerks  in  the 
various  departments  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  CHILTON  opposed  the  clause,  on  the 
principle  of  retrenchment.  Mr  C.  wentatcn- 
siderable  length  into  the  report  of  a  commiftee 
of  a  former  Con  ress,  on  the  subject  of  re- 
trenchment— drawing  a  comparison  betwixt  the 
expenditures  of  the  present  and  preceding  ad- 
ministration. Pledged  as  the  latter  was  to  sup- 
port retrenchment,  Mr.  C.  said,  the  appropria- 
tions had  risen  from  thirteen  or  f  urteen  mil- 
lions to  about  the  notch  of  twenty-two  millions. 

Mr.  POLK  cited  further  instances  of  the 
practice  adopted  in  the  present  bill  as  to  extra 
clerkshps  having  been  used  in  former  bills. 
Some  during  the  last  administration.  It  was, 
he  said,  a  mistake  to  suppose  these  b  lis  were 
confined  in  their  provisions  in  the  way  which 
had  been  indicated.  Mr.  P  referred  to  various 
items  in  proof  of  his  assertion.  Amongst  oth- 
ers to  the  appropriation  for  the  Washington 
Monument:  that  for  removing  the  remains  of  a 
member  of  Congress  from  Rock  Creek  Church 
to  the  Congress  Burial  Ground,  &c.  There 
was  nothing  in  principle  agai  st  the  present 
item.  The  Secretary  had  found  every  thing  in 
disorder,  Ve  archives  unarranged,  and  with- 
out indexes— he  had  determined  to  bring  order 
out  of  chaos;  and  for  this  purpose  had  respect- 
fully asked  of  Congress  to  allow  him  an  addition- 
al clerk  for  one  year.  A  permanent  clerk  was 
not  required 

Mr.  CA  iBRELENG  replied  to  the  member 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Chilton)  as  to  some  re- 
marks he  had  made  with  regard  to  the  retrench- 
ment committee  of  a  former  Congress.  With 
regard  to  the  item  in  di-pute,  he  could  not  vote 
for  it,  unless  it  were  so  modified,  as  to  prevent 
the  establishment  of  a  permanent  clerkship  en- 
suing  lrom  its  passage 

Mr.  CHILTON,  t  igh  reluc  ant  to  prolong 
t  e  debate,  thought  1  might  not  be  improper 
or  untimely  Co  a\vakc  tie  slumbering  r  collec- 
tions of  gentlemen,  and  to  recall  them  to 'the 
scene-  of  other  days.  He  would  invite  them 
especially  to  a  certain  memorable  report  once 
mad :  in  that  Hous  ,  and  from  m  Inch,  if  it  was 
admissible  in  a;iy  gentleman  to  quote,  he  was 
certainly  that  individual.    It  was- now  proposed 
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to  create  a  new  office.  If  it  was  true  that  there 
was  an  inherent  tendency  in  all  Governments  to 
the  multiplication  of  offices  and  dependents,  and 
if  this  tendency  was  highly  injurious  to  the  wel- 
fare of  thf  country,  he  was  very  certain  that 
gentlemen  could  not  be  desirous  of  engaging  in 
a  work  so  unholy.  It  was  not  for  him  to  say 
whether  such  was  the  case  or  not,  but  he  had 
certainly  once  acted  on  the  presumpton  that  it 
was  so.  He  had  then  acted  as  honestly  as  he 
now  did,  but  under  very  different  lights,  and 
with  far  less  experience.  This  identical  subject 
of  expenditures  in  the  Department  of  State  had 
ence  been  referred  to  a  very  celebrated  com 
mittee  of  this  House,  and  what  was  the  opinion 
then  entertained?  He  would  take  the  liberty 
of  reading  an  extract  or  two  from  their  report, 
and,  if  gentlemen  should  see  nothing  in  it  wor- 
thy of  regard,  then  most  certainly  they  could 
not  charge  him  with  a  change  of  opinion. 

[Mr.  C.  then  quoted  various  passages  from 
the  Report  of  the  Retrenchment  Committee.] 

Here  was  the  language  of  1828.  Then  the 
plan  was  to  diminish  the  number  of  clerks,  and 
to  augment  their  labors.  Mr.  C.  had  acted  with 
these  gentlemen,  and  had  drawn  the  censures  of 
thousands,  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the 
other,  upon  his  head,  by  the  part  he  had  taken 
Little,indeed,  had  he  then  expected,  in  the  short 
space  of  four  or  five  years,  to  see  the  friends  he 
then  acted  with,  turn  about  a1  d  advocate  an 
increase  of  expenditures  tn  double  the  amount, 
or  nearly,  of  what  they  had  complained  of,  and 
such  an  augmentation  of  cleiks  as  had  never 
been  witnessed  from  the  foundation  of  the  Go- 
vernment. It  put  him  in  mind  of  a  reflection  in 
Salmagundi:  "On  what  a  prodigious  scale  is 
every  thing  in  this  country." 

In  the  days  of  this  Retrenchment  Committee, 
it  had  been  the  hope  of  him  and  his  friends,  if' 
they  could  but  once  get  the  Executive  of  their 
choice, they  should  completely  succeed  in  redu- 
cing the  public  expenditures.  He  begged  leave 
to  remind  gentlemen,  (lest  they  might  per- 
chance have  forgotten,)  of  the  language  they 
held  to  their  constituents,  as  an  apology  for  their 
ill  success  in  the  work  they  had  attempted.  It 
was  this:  "We  have  done  all  we  could,  but  in 
every  step  the  executive  opposes  us;  let  us  but 
once  get  an  executive  who  will  think  and  feel 
as  we  do,  and  all  will  go  charmingly."  Yes;  and 
to  render  the  charm  more  imposing,  they  had 
given  him  a  succession  of  most  inviting  titles  : 
first,  he  was  "the  Hero  of  the  West;"  then,  to 
add  the  seductive  influence  of  republican  sim- 
plicity, he  was  "the  Tennessee  Farmer."  But, 
presently,  they  got  beyond  this,  and  he  was  the 
"Conqueror  of  the  Conquerors  of  the  Old 
World;''  "the  Second  Washington;"  then  the 
•  'Greatest  and  Bes' ;"  and,  last  of  all,  (he  had 
nearly  forgotten  this)  he  was  the  "Old  Roman." 
The  charm  worked  finely,  and  the  people  were 
told,  once  put  this  man  intit  the  Ci.air,  and  then 
will  come  the  golden  days  of  retrencbment,and 
republican  simplicity  and  economy.  They 
were  assured  they  had  been  sacrificed  by  men 
devoted  to  regal  splendor.  Among  other  things 
they  were  informed  of  $2 17  having  been  expen- 


ded in  blacking  Indians  boots  and  shoes.  Then 
the  crime  of  furnishing  waters  to  seal  the  letters 
of  members  of  Congress,  penknives  to  sharpen 
their  pens,  and  sealing  wax  to  enclose  their  do- 
cuments. All  worked  admirably— it  had  the 
finest  effect  imaginable.  The  charm  was  of 
universal  influence.  And  at  length  they  got 
those  into  power  who  now  held  and  exercised 
it.  Well,  he  had  come  back  to  Washington 
with  hopes  elate;  the  hope  of  being  soon  able 
to  bear  back  to  his  constituents  the  joyful  news 
that  all  wa3  now  going  right;  every  useless  ex- 
penditure had  been  discontinued.  He  found 
that  ten  or  a  dozen  bills  had  been  reported,  by 
the  very  able,  talented,  and  worthy  Retrench- 
ment Committee.  But  when  he  rose,  and  en* 
deavored  to  awaken  the  slumbering  recollec- 
tions of  his  former  coadjutors,  they  seemed  per- 
fectly astonished  to  find  tint  he  had  been  hon- 
est all  the  time !  Then  it  was  that  he  discovered, 
for  the  first  time,  that  it  was  a  most  convenient 
thing  to  have  one  set  of  principles  to  get  into 
office  by,  and  another  to  go  by  after  you  are  in 
office. 

Some  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  CAMBRE* 
LENG,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Chilton,  and  by  Mr. 
Polk  and  Mr.  Watne. 

Mr.  HARPER  of  Pa.  declared  his  intention 
to  vote  against  all  clauses  in  appropriation  bills, 
which  would  incresse  the  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, in  the  present  state  of  the  country. 

Mr.  CROCKETT  said  he  was   not  axious  a- 
about  the  present  item  in  the  bill  ;  but  a9  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr;  Cambreleno) 
had  said  something   about  votes  for   retrench- 
ment and  the  case  of  the  Draughtsman,  and  as 
he   (Mr.  C.  )   and  his    friend  from  Kentucky 
(  Mr.  Chilton)  had  voted  together  on  that  ques- 
tion, he  would  say  a  few  words  in  reply  to  him. 
What  had  been  the   situation  of  that   matter? 
Why  the   Retrenchment  Committee   had  found 
out  that  the  Draughtsman  to  the  House  was  not 
thought  'o  be  a  friend  of  the  administration  ;  and 
as    retrenchment  was   the  order  of  the  day,  he 
must  be  retrenched,  or  'reformed,'  for  he  believ- 
ed that  was  the  word,  reformed  out  of  office,  en 
the  ground  that  the  work  could  be  done  on  bet- 
ter terms.     Well,  they  reformed  him  out.     Mr. 
C.  'voted  against  it,  because  he  was  well  per- 
suaded the  work  would  cost  the   Government 
double  what  they  gave  this  officer.    And  it  hap- 
pened that  he  was  nearly  right,  for  an  examina* 
t.ion  was  had,  and  in  a  very  short  timenfterwarda 
the  House  reinstated  their  Draughtsman   by  an 
ovei whelming  vote.  Mr.  C  said  he  had  feen  the 
whole  continent  convulsed  by  this  question  of  re- 
trenchment.    A  hue  and  cry  was  set   up  every 
where  against  the  extravagance  of  the  Govern- 
ment.    He  had  gone  with  the  rest,  for  he  really 
believed  they  should  get  rid  of  some  very  bad 
people  that  were  destroying  the  country.     He 
had  voted   to  relieve  the  country.     But  lie  had 
not  expected  that  they  were  going  to  behavulikea 
parcel  of  little  children  on  the  bank  of  a  branch, 
fishing  for  minnows  with  a  pin  hook.     He  had 
expected  retrenchment  wholesale.  He  hud  never 
thought  in  a  few  years  to  see  the  expenses  doubled. 
But  he  had  lived  now  in  the  civilized  part  of  Una 


350 


REGISTER  OP  DEBATES. 


[23d  Ci  1st  S^ 


country  long  enough  to  find  that  when  he  was 
only  a  backwoodsman  he  knew  little  about  mat- 
ters. In  short,  what  he  had  seen  in  this  civilized 
part  of  the  country,  had  pretty  much  satisfied  him 
that  the  whole  of  it  was  like  the  cry  of  the  fellow 
who  undertook  to  shave  a  hog — "great  cry  and 
little  wool !" 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  briefly  replied  to  Mr. 
Ewing,  and  said  he  could  not  vote  for  a  tem- 
porary clerkship. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Vermont,  made  some 
remarks  which  were  inaudible  at  the  reporters' 
desk. 

Mr.  BROWNE,  of  N.  Y., would  beg  leave  to 
propose  an  amendment  which  he  thought  would 
meet  all  the  objections  urged  against  the  clause. 
Mr.  B.  said  he  would  move  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  For  a  temporary  clerk  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  for  one  year,"  allowing  the  remain- 
der of  the  clause  to  stand  as  part  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Georgia,  inquired  of  the 
Chair  if  such  a  motion  were  in  order,  pending 
a  motion  to  strike  out  the  whole  clause." 

The  CHAIR  replied  in  the  affirmative,  and 
the  motion  of  the  honorable  memoer  from  New 
York  would  be  first  put. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  the  proposition  of  the  hon- 
orable member  from  New  York,  did  not  meet 
his  (Mr.  McKay's)  objections,  since  it  made  no 
alteration  in  the  principle  involved,  or  in  the 
anaeunt  of  money  appropriated. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  had  no  objection  to  the 
amendment  of  the  gentlement  from  New  York, 
but  it  did  not  take  away  his  objections  to  the 
clause  itself. 

Mr.  BURGES  objected  to  the  clause  upon 
the  principle  it  involved  in  creating  a  new  office 
under  color  of  a  special  appropriation. 

Mr.  POLK  said  he  was  sorry  that  it  was  ne 
ceflsary  to  take  up  any  of  the  time  of  the  House 
on  this  matter;  but  as  it  seemed  to  be  intended 
to  attack  other  similar  clauses  in  the  bill,  the 
House  would  perhaps  indulge  him  for  a  few 
minutes.  Mr.  P.  contended  that  the  Secretary 
had  pursued  the  same  course  which  had  been 
adopted  for  the  last  twenty  years,  and  he  (Mr. 
P. )  could  not  avoid  complaining  of  the  constant 
reference  made  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  by  gentlemen  objecting  to  any  clause  of 
an  appropriation  bill.  The  committee  had  in 
no  instance  done  more  than  had  always  fallen 
wi  hin  its  duty  on  all  former  occasions. 

Mr.  DICKSON,  of  New  York,  said  they  were 
called  upon  to  settle  an  important  principle, 
which  might  as  well  be  settled  upon  the  present 
item  as  elsewhere.  As  the  lateness  of  the  hour 
rendered  it  it  impossible,  they  should  come  to 
a  determination  upon  that  day,  he  moved  that 
the  committee  should  then  rise,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  pro- 
gress. 

Mr.   VANCE  then  asked  leave  to  offer  an 
mendment  which  he  proposed  to  present  to 
the  bill  for  the  purpose  of  having  it  printed. 
An  objection  being  made  to  its  reception  for 
e  purpose  of  printing, 


Mr.  VANCE  moved  to  suspend  the  rules. 
Yeas  105,  Noes  68. 

So  the  motion  to  suspend  did  not  prevail, 
The  House  then  adjourned. 

SENATE. 
Wednesday,  April,  9. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  bis 
Secretary,  accompanied  by  a  report  from  the 
commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in 
answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the 
29th  ult.  on  the  subject  of  the  hasty  sale  of  the 
Indian  lands  in  Alabama,  in  pursuance  of  the 
Treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek;  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Several  bills  for  the  relief  of  private  indi- 
viduals, were  reported  from  the  House,  and 
signed  by  the  Vice  President. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PRESTON,  the  resolu- 
tion, offered  by  him,  for  inquiry  in  relation  to 
the  bank  agent  or  agents  of  the  Treasury,  and 
the  banks  selected  for  the  deposite  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  was  taken  up  and  adopted. 

Mr  TOMLINSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  bill 
from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Bailley, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  MOORE,  on  leave,  according  to  notice 
given,  introduced  a  bill  to  revive  the  act  for  the 
relief  of  William  Smith. 

REPEAL  OF  THE  FORCE  ACT. 
Mr.  CALHOUN,  on  leave,  according  to  pre- 
vious notice,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of 
the  act  oi  the  last  session,  farther  providing  for 
the  collection  of  the  revenue. 

I  have,  said  Mr.  CALHOUN,  introduced  this 
bill  from  a  deep  conviction,  that  the  act  which 
it  proposes  to  repeal  is  in  its  tendency  subver- 
sive of  our  political  institutions,  and  fatal  to 
the  liberty  and  happiness  of  the  country;  which 
I  trust  to  be  able  to  establish  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Senate,  should  I  be  so  fortunate  as  to  ob- 
tain a  dispassionate  and  favorable  hearing. 

In  resting  the  repeal  on  this  ground,  it  is  not 
my  intention  to  avail  myself  of  the  objections 
to  the  details  of  the  act,  as  repugnant  as  many 
of  them  are  to  the  principles  of  our  Govern- 
ment. In  illustration  of  the  truth  of  this  asser- 
tion, I  might  select  that  provision,  which  vests 
in  the  President,  in  certain  cases,  of  which  he 
is  made  the  judge,  the  entire  force  of  the  coun- 
try, civil,  military,  and  naval,  with  the  implied 
power  of  pledging  the  public  faith  for  whatev- 
er expenditure  he  may  chose  to  incur  in  its  ap- 
plication. And  to  prove  how  dangerous  it  is 
to  vest  such  extraordinary  powers  in  the  Exe- 
cutive, I  might  avail  myself  of  the  experience, 
which  we  have  had  in  the  last  few  months  of 
the  aspiring  character  of  that  department  of 
the  Government,  and  which  has  furnished  con- 
clusive evidence  of  the  danger  of  vesting  in  it 
even  a  very  limited  discretion.  It  is  not  for  me 
to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the  course,  which 
the  members  of  this  body  may  think  proper  to 
pursue  in  reference  to  the  question  under  con- 
sideration j  but  I  must  say,  that  I  am  at  loss  to 
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understand  how  any  one,  who  regards  as  I  do, 
the  acts  to  which  I  have  referred,  as  palpable 
usurpations  of  power,  and  as  indicating  on  the 
part  ot  the  Executive  a  dangerous  spirit  of  ag- 
grandizement, can  vote  against  the  bill  under 
consideration,  and  thereby  virtually  vote  to 
continue  in  the  President,  the  extraordinary 
and  dangerous  power  in  question. 

But  it  may  be  said,  that  the  provision,  of  the 
act,  which  confers  this  power  will  expire  by  its 
own  limitation  at  the  termination  of  the  present 
session.  It  is  true,  it  will  then  cease  to  be  law; 
but  it  is  no  less  true,  that  the  precedent ,  unless 
the  act  be  expunged  from  the  statute  book, 
will  live  forever,  ready,  on  any  pretext  of  fu- 
ture danger,  to  be  quoted  as  an  authority  to 
confer  on  the  Chief  Magistrate,  similar,  or  even 
more  dangerous  powers,  if  more  dangerous  can 
be  devised.  We  live  in  an  eventful  period, 
and  among  other  things,  we  have  had,  recently. 
some  impressive  lessons  on  the  danger  of  pre- 
cedents. To  them  immediately  we  owe  the 
act  which  has  caused  the  present  calamitous 
and  dangerous  condition  of  the  country;  which 
has  been  defended,  almost  solely,  on  the  ground 
of  precedents, — precedents  almost  unnoticed  at 
the  time;  but,  had  they  not  existed,  or  had  they 
6een  reversed  at  the  time  by  Congress,  the  con 
dition  of  the  country  would  this  day  be  far  differ- 
ent from  what  it  is.  With  this  knowledge  of 
the  facts,  we  must  see,  that  a  bad  prece- 
dent is  as  dangerous  as  the  bad  measure  itself; 
and  in  some  respects  more  so,  as  it  may  give 
rise  to  acts  worse  than  itself,  as  in  the  case 
to  which  I  have  alluded.  In  this  view  of  the 
subject,  to  refuse  to  vote  against  the  repeal  of 
the  act,  and  thereby  constitute  a  precedent  to 
confer  similar,  or  more  dangerous  powers  here- 
after, would  be  as  dangerous  as  to  vote  for  an  act 
to  vest  permanently  in  the  President  the  power 
in  question. 

But  I  pass  over  this  and  other  objections,  to 
the  details,  not  much  less  formidable — I  take  a 
higher  stand  against  the  act — I  object  to  the 
principle  in  which  it  originated — putting  the  de- 
tails aside,  on  the  ground,  as  I  have  stated,  that 
they  are  subversive  of  our  political  institutions, 
and  fatal  in  their  tendency  to  the  liberty  avd 
happiness  of  the  country.  Fortunately  we  are 
not  left  to  conjecture  or  inference,as  to  what  these 
principles  are.  It  was  openly  proclaimed,  both 
here  and  elsewhere;  in  the  debates  of  this  body 
aad  the  proclamation  and  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent, in  which  the  act  originated,  that  the  very 
basis  on  which  it  rests — the  assumption  on  which 
only  it  could  be  supported  was, that  this  Govern- 
ment had  the  final  and  conclusive  right  in  the 
last  resoi-g,  to  judge  of  the  extent  of  its  powers, 
and  that  to  execute  its  decision,  it  had  the  right 
to  use  all  the  means  of  the  country,  civil,  milita- 
ry and  fiscal,  not  only  against  individuals,  or 
against  the  governments  of  the  States,  but  a- 
gainit  the  States  themselves,and  all  acting  under 
their  authority,  whether  in  a  legislative,  execu 
tive  or  judicial  capacity. 

If  farther  evidence  be  required,  as  to  the  nature 
and  character  of  the  act,  it  will  be  found  in  the 
history  of  the  events,  in  which  it  took  its  origin 


It  originated,  as  we  all  know ,  in  a  controversy 
between  this  Government  and  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  in  reference  to  a  power,  which  involved 
the  question  of  the  constitutionality  of  a  protec- 
tive tariff.  I  do  not  intend  to  give  the  history  of 
this  controversy;  it  is  sufficient  for  my  purpose 
to  say,  that  the  State,  in  maintenance  of  what 
she  believed  to  be  her  unquestionable  power,  as- 
sumed the  highest  ground;  she  placed  horself  on 
her  sovereign  authority  as  a  constituent  member 
of  this  Confederacy,  and  made  her  opposition  to 
the  encroachment  on  her  rights  through  a  con- 
vention of  the  people,the  only  organ.by  which.ac- 
cording  to  our  conception,  the  sovereign  will  of 
a  State  can  be  immediately  and  directly  pronoun- 
ced. This  Government,  on  its  part,  in  resist- 
ance to  the  action  of  the  State,  assumed  the 
right  to  trample  upon  the  authority  of  the  con- 
vention, and  to  look  beyond  the  State  to  the  in- 
dividuals who  composed  it;  not  as  forming  a  po- 
litical community,  but  as  a  mere  mass  of  isola- 
ted individuals,  without  political  character  or  au- 
thority; and  thus  asserted,  in  the  strongest  man- 
ner, not  only  the  right  of  judging  of  its  own  pow- 
ers, but  that  of  overlooking,  in  a  contest  for 
power,  the  very  existence  of  the  State  itself,  and 
of  recognizing  in  the  assertion  of  what  it  might 
claim  to  be  its  power,no  other  authority  whatever 
in  the  system,  but  its  own. 

Such  being  the  principle  in  which  this  bill 
originated,  we  are  brought  to  the  consideration 
of  a  question  of  the  deepest  import.  Is  an  act, 
which  assumes  such  powers,  for  this  Govern- 
ment, consistent  with  the  nature  and  character 
of  our  political  institutions  ? 

It  is  not  my  intention,  in  the  discussion  of  this 
question,  to  open  the  debate  of  the  last  session. 
But  in  declining  to  renew  that  discussion,  I  wish 
it  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  I  do  so  exclu- 
sively on  the  ground,  that  I  do  not  feel  myself 
justified  in  repeating  arguments  so  recently  ad- 
vanced ;  and  not  on  the  ground,  that  there  is  the 
least  abatement  of  confidence  in  the  position* 
then  assumed,  or  in  the  decisive  bearing  which 
they  ought  to  have  against  the  act  So  far  other- 
wise, time  and  reflection  have  but  served  te  con- 
firm me  in  the  impression  which  I  then  entertain- 
ed; and  without  repeating  the  arguments,  I  now 
avail  myself  in  this  discussion,  of  the  positions 
then  established,  and  stand  prepared  to  vindi- 
cate them  against  whatever  assaults  may  be 
made  upon  them,  come  from  what  quarter  they 
may.  Without,  then,  re-opening  the  discussion 
of  the  last  session,  on  the  elementary  princi- 
ples of  our  Government,  which  were  then  brought 
into  controversy,  I  shall  now  proceed  to  take  the 
plainest  and  most  common  sense  view  of  our 
political  institutions,  regarding  them  merely  in 
a  matter  of  fact  point  of  view,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain the  parts,  and  the  relations  which  they  bear 
to  each  other. 

Thus  regarding  our  institutions,  we:  are 
struck,  «n  the  first  view,  with  the  number  and 
complexity  of  the  parts. -with  the  division, 
classification,  and  organization  which  pervades* 
every  part  of  the  system.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  *]/«•' 
tern  of  government,  and  these,  in  turn,  ire  a 
system  of  departments--*  system  in  which  go- 
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▼eminent  bears  the  same  relation  to  govern- 
ment, in  reference  to  tke  vhole.as  departments 
do  to  departments,  in  reference  to  each  parti- 
eukr  government.  As  each  gorernment  is 
made  up  of  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judi- 
cial departments,  organized  into  one;  so  the 
system  is  made  up  of  this  government;  and  the 
State  governments,  in  like  manner,  organized 
into  one  system.  So,  too,  as  the  powers  which 
constitute  the  respective  governments,  are  di- 
vided and  organized  into  departments,  in  like 
Banner  in  the  formation  of  the  governments, 
their  powers  are  classed  into  two  distinct  divi- 
sions; the  one  containing  powers  local  and  pe- 
culiar in  their  character,  which  the  interests  of 
the  States  require  to  be  exercised  by  each 
State,  through  a  separate  government;  the 
other  containing  those  which  are  more  gene- 
ral aud  comprehensive,  and  which  can  be  best 
•xercited  in  some  uniform  mode,  through  a 
•onamon  government  The  former  of  these 
divisions  constitute  what,  in  our  system,  are 
kaowo  as  the  reserved  powers,  and  are  exer- 
cised by  each  State  through  its  own  separate 
government.  The  latter  are  known  as  the 
elegated  powers,  and  are  exercised  through 
this,  the  common  government  of  the  several 
States.  This  division  of  power  into  two  parts, 
with  distinct  and  independent  governments, 
regularly  organized  into  departments,  legisla- 
tive, executive,  and  judicial,  to  carry  their  re- 
spective parts  into  effect,  constitutes  the  gre  it 
striking  and  peculiar  character  of  our  system, 
without  example  in  ancient  or  modern  times; 
and  may  be  regarded  as  the  fundamental  dis- 
tribution of  power  under  the  system,  and  as 
constituting  its  great  conservative  principle. 

If  we  extend  our  eyes  beyond,  we  shall  find 
another  striking  division,  between  the  power 
of  the  people  and  that  of  the  government— be- 
tween that  inherent,  primitive,  creative  power, 
which  resides  exclusively  in  the  people,  and 
from  which  all  authority  is  derived,  and  the  de- 
legatrd  power  or  trust,  conferred  upon  the  go- 
vernment, to  effect  the  object  of  their  creation 
If  we  look  still  beyond,  we  shall  find  another 
and  most  important  division.  The  people,  in- 
■fead  of  being  united  in  one  general  communi- 
ty, are  divided  into  twenty-four  States,  each 
forming  distinct  sovereign  communities;  and  in 
which  .separately,  the  whole  power  of  the  sys- 
tem ultimately  resides. 

If  we  examine  how  this  ultimate  power  is  call- 
ed into  action,  we  shall  find  that  its  only  organ 
is  a  primary  assemblage  of  the  people,  known 
under  the  name  of  a  convention,  through  which 
thetr  sovereign  will  is  announced ;  and  by  which 
j£overnmente  are  formed  and  organized.  If  we 
trace  historically  the  origin  of  this  power,  in 
the  formation  of  the  governments  constituting 
our  system,  w«  shall  find  that  originally,  on  the 
separation  of  the  thirteen  colonies  from  the  crown 
of  Grjat  Britain,  each  State  for  itself,  through 
its  own  conventions,  formed  separate  Constitu- 
tions and  governments,  and  that  these  govem- 
meats,  in  turn,  formed  a  league  or  confederacy 
for  the  purpose  of  exercising  those  powers,  in  the 


interest.  But  this  confederacy,  proving  incom- 
petent for  its  object,  was  superceded  by  the  pre- 
sent Constitution,  which  totally  changed  the 
character  of  the  system.  If  we  compare  the 
mode  of  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution  with 
that  of  the  adoption  of  the  original  constitutions  of 
the  several  States,  we  shall  find  them  precisely 
the  same.  In  both,  each  State  adopted  the  con- 
stitution through  its  own  convention,  by  its 
separate  act,  for  itself;  and  was  only  bound, 
in  consequence  of  its  own  adoption,  without 
reference  to  the  adoption  of  any  other  State. 
The  only  point  in  which  they  can  be  dis- 
tinguished is  the  mutual  compact  in  which 
each  State  stipulated  with  the  other  to  adopt  it 
as  a  common  Constitution.  Thus  regarded,  this 
Constitution  is,  in  fact,  the  Constitution  of  each 
State.  In  Virginia,  for  instance,  it  is  the  Con- 
stitution of  Virginia;  and  so  too  this  Government 
and  the  laws  which  it  enacts  are,  within  the  lim- 
its of  the  State,  the  Government  and  the  laws  of 
the  State.  It  is  in  fact  the  Constitution  and  Go- 
vernment of  the  whole,  because  it  is  the  Con- 
stitution and  Government  of  each  part;  and  not 
the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the  parts 
because  it  is  of  the  whole.  The  system  com- 
mences with  the  parts  and  ends  with  the  whole. 
The  parts  are  the  units,  and  the  whole  the  mul- 
tiple, instead  of  the  whole  being  a  unit  and  the 
parts  the  fractions.  Thus  viewed,  each  State 
has  two  distinct  Constitutions  and  Governments 
— a  separate  Constitution  and  Government  in- 
stituted, as  I  have  stated,  to  regulate  the  object 
in  which  each  has  a  peculiar  interest ;  and  a 
general  one  to  regulate  the  interests  common 
to  all,  and  binding  by  a  common  compact, 
the  whole  into  one  community,  in  which  the 
separate  and  independent  existence  of  each 
State,  as  a  sovereign  community,  is  preserved ; 
instead  of  being  iused  into  a  common  mass. 

Such  is  our  system;  such  are  its  parts,  and 
such  their  relation  to  each  other.  I  have  stated 
no  fact  that  can  be  questioned,  nor  have  I  omit- 
ted any  which  I  am  capable  of  perceiving.  In 
reviewing  the  whole  we  must  be  no  less  struck 
with  the  simplicity  of  the  means  by  which  all 
are  blended  into  one ,  than  we  are  by  the  num- 
ber and  complexity  of  the  parts.  I  know  of  no 
system,  in  either  respect,  ancient  or  modern,  to 
be  compared  with  it;  and  can  compare  it  to 
nothing  but  that  sublime  and  beautiful  system 
of  which  our  globe  constitutes  a  part,  and  to 
which  it  bears,  in  many  particulars,  so  striking  a 
resemblance.  In  this  system,  this  Government, 
as  we  have  seen,  constitutes  a  part— a  promi- 
nent, but  a  subordinate  part,  with  defined,  lim- 
ited and  restricted  powers. 

I  now  repeat  the  question,  is  the  act  which 
assumes  for  the  Government,  the  right  to  inter- 
pret, in  the  last  resort,  the  extent  of  its  powers, 
and  to  enforce  its  interpretation,against  all  other 
authority,  consistent  with  our  institutions  ?  To 
state  the  question  is  to  answer  it.  We  might 
with  equal  propriety,  ask  whether  a  Govern^ 
ment  of  unlimited  power  i»  consistent  with  one 
of  enumerated  and  restricted  powers.  I  say 
unlimited,  for  I  would  hold  his  understanding 


regulation  of  which,  the  Slates  had  a  common)  in  low  estimation,  who  can  make,  practically 
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any  distinction  between  a  Government  of  un- 
limited powers,  and  one  which  has  an  unlimited 
^ght  to  construe  and  enforce  its  powers  as  it 
pleases;  who  does  not  see  that  to  divide  power 
and  to  give  one  of  the  parties  the  exclusive 
right  to  determine  what  share  belongs  to  him, 
is  to  annihilate  the  division,  and  to  rest  the 
whole  in  him  who  possesses  the  right.  It  would 
be  no  less  absurd  than  for  one  in  private  life  to 
divide  his  property  with  another,  and  vest  in  thaj 
other  the  absolute  and  unconditional  right  to  de- 
termine the  extent  of  his  share;  which  would  be 
in  fact  to  give  him  the  whole — nor  could  I  think 
much  more  highly  of  the  understanding  of  him, 
who  does  not  perceive,  that  this  exclusive  right 
on  the  part  of  this  Government,  of  determin- 
ing the  extent  of  its  powers,  necessarily  de- 
stroys all  distinction  between  reserved  and  de 
legated  powers;  and  that  it  thus  strikes  a  fatal 
blow,  at  that  fundamental  distribution  of  power, 
which  lies  at  the  bottom  of  our  system.  It  also,  by 
inevitable  consequence  destroys  all  distinction 
between  constitutional  and  unconstitutional 
laws,  making  the  latter  to  the  full ,  as  obliga- 
tory as  the  former;  of  which  we  had  a  re- 
markable example,  when  the  act  proposed 
to  be  repealed,  was  before  the  Senate.  It  is 
well  known,  that  the  power  in  controversy  be- 
tween this  Government  and  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  had  been  pronounced  to  be  unconsti- 
tutional, by  the  legislatures  of  most  of  the 
Southern  States;  and  also  by  many  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  body,  and  yet,  there  were  instan- 
ces, however  extraordinary  it  may  appear,  of 
members  of  the  body  voting  to  enforce  an  act, 
which  they  believed  to  be  unconstitutional,  and 
that  too  at  the  hazard  of  civil  war.  As  strange 
as  such  a  course  must  appear,  it  was  the  natural 
and  legitimate  consequence  of  the  power,  which 
the  act  assumed  for  this  government;  and 
illustrates,  in  the  strongest  manner  imaginable, 
the  truth  of  what  I  have  advanced.  But  to  pro 
ceed.  This  unlimited  right  of  judging,  as  to 
its  powers,  not  only  destroys,  as  I  have  stated, 
all  distinction  between  constitutional  and  un 
constitutional  acts,  but  merges  in  this,  the  verj 
existence  of  the  separate  governments  of  the 
States,  by  reducing  them  from  that  indepen- 
dent and  distinct  existence,  as  co-governments 
assigned  to  them  in  the  system,  to  mere  subor- 
dinate and  dependent  bodies,  holding  their 
power  and  existence  at  the  mercy  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. It  stops  not  here — it  annihilates  the 
States  themselves .  The  right  which  it  assumes 
of  trampling  upon  the  authority  of  a  conven- 
tion of  the  people  of  the  States,  the  only  organ 
through  which  the  sovereignty  of  the  States  can 
exert  itself;  and  to  look  beyond  the  States  to  the 
individuals,  who  compose  Uiem,  and  to  treat 
them  as  entirely  destitute  of  all  political  charac- 
ter or  power,  is  in  fact,  to  annihilate  the  States, 
and  to  transfer  their  sovrelgnty,  and  all  their 
powers  to  this  government 

If  we  now  raise  our  eyes  and  direct  them  to- 
wards that  once  beautiful  system,  with  all  its 
various,  separate,  and  independent  parts,  blend- 
ed into  one  harmonious  whole,  we  must  be  struck 
with  the  mighty  change !    All  have  disappeared; 


gone  ;  absorbed ;  concentrated  and  consolidated 
in  this  Government ;  which  is  left  alone  in  the 
midst  of  the  desolation  of  the  system,  the  sole 
and  unrestricted  representative  of  an  absolute 
and  despotic  majority. 

Will  it  be  tolerated,  that  I  should  ask  whether 
an  act,  which  has  caused  so  complete  a  revolu- 
tion—which has  entirely  subverted  our  political 
system,  as  it  emanated  from  the  hands  of 
its  creators,  and  reared  in  its  place  one  in 
every  respect  so  different,  must  not,  in  its  conse- 
quences, prove  fatal  to  the  liberty  and  the  hap- 
piness of  these  States  ?  Can  it  be  necessary  for 
me  to  prove,  that  no  other  system  that  human 
ingenuity  can  devise,  or  imagination  conceive, 
but  that  which  this  fatal  act  has  subverted,  can 
preserve  the  liberty  or  secure  the  happiness  of 
the  country?  Need  I  show,  that  the  most  difficult 
problem  which  ever  was  presented  to  the  mind 
of  a  legislator  to  solve,  was  to  devise  a  system 
of  government  for  a  country  of  such  vast  extent, 
that  should  at  once  possess  sufficient  power  td 
hold  the  whole  together,  without  at  the  same 
time  proving  fatal  to  liberty.  There  never  Ex- 
isted an  example  before,  of  a  free  community 
spreading  over  such  an  extent  of  territory  ;  and 
the  ablest  and  profoundest  thinkers,  at  the  time, 
believed  it  to  be  utterly  impracticable  that  there 
should  be.  Yet  this  difficult  problem  was  solv- 
ed— successfully  solved — by  the  wise  and  sagaci- 
ous men  who  framed  our  Constitution.  No,  it 
was  above  unaided  human  wisdom — above  the 
sagacity  of  the  most  enlightened.  It  was  the 
result  of  a  fortunate  combination  of  circumstan- 
ces, co-operating  and  leading  the  way  to  its  for- 
mation ;  directed  by  that  kind  Providence,  which 
has  so  often  and  so  signally  disposed  events  in 
our  favor. 

To  solve  this  difficult  problem,  and  to  over- 
come the  apparently  inseparable  obstacle, 
which  it  presents,  required  that  remarkable 
division,  distribution  and  organization  of  power 
which,  as  I  have  stated,  so  remarkably  distin- 
guishes our  system;  and  which  serve  as  so  many 
breakwaters  to  arrest  the  angry  waves  of  pow- 
er,—impelled  by  avarice  and  ambition;  and 
which,  driven  furiously  over  a  broad  and  un- 
broken expanse,  would  be  resistless.  Of  thia 
partition,  and  breaking  up  of  power  into  separ- 
ate parts,  the  most  remarkable  division  is  that 
between  th«  reserved  and  delegated  powers 
which  forms  the  basis  on  which  this  and  the 
separate  governments  of  the  States  are  organ- 
ized, as  fie  great  and  primary  departments  of 
the  system.  It  is  this  important  division,  which 
mainly  gives  that  expansive  character  to  our  in- 
stitutions, by  means  of  which  they  have  the  ca- 
pacity of  being  spread  over  the  vast  extent  of 
our  country,  without  exposing  us  on  the  one 
side  to  the  danger  of  disunion;  or  on  the  other, 
to  the  loss  of  liberty.  Without  this  happy  de- 
vice, the  people  of  these  States,  after  liavinjf 
achieved  their  independence,  would  have  been, 
compelled  to  resolve  themselves  into  small  end 
hostile  communities,  in  despite  of  a  common 
origin,  a  common  language,  and  the  common 
renown  and  glory  acquired  by  their  united  wis- 
dom and  valor  in  the  war  of  the,  revolution;  «r 
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have  submitted  quietly  to  the  yoke  of  despotic 
power  as  the  only  alternative. 

In  the  place  of  this  admirably  contrived  sys- 
tem, the  act  proposed  to  be  repealed  has  erect- 
ed one  great  consolidated  government.  Can  it 
be  necessary  for  me  to  show,  what  must  be  the 
inevitable  consequences? — need  I  prove  that  all 
consolidated  governments— -governments  in 
which  •  that  power  predominates  (for  such  is 
their  essence)  are  necessarily  despotic,whether 
that  power  be  wielded  by  the  will  of  one  man, 
or  that  of  an  absolute  and  unchecked  majority? 
Need  I  demonstrate  that  it  is  on  the  contrary, 
the  very  essence  of  liberty,  that  the  power 
should  be  so  divided,  distributed  and  organized, 
that  one  interest  may  check  the  other,  so  as  to 
prevent  the  excessive  action  of  the  separate  in- 
terests of  the  community  against  each  other;  on 
the  principle  that  organized  power  can  only  be 
checked  by  organized  power. 

The  truth  of  these  doctrines  were  fully  un- 
derstood at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  this 
Constitution.  It  was  then  clearly  foreseen  and 
foretold,  what  must  be  the  inevitable  conse- 
quences of  concentrating  all  the  powers  of  the 
system  in  this  government.  Yes,  we  are  in  a 
state  predicted,  foretold,  prophecied,  from  the 
beginning.      All  the  calamities  we  have  expe 


ically  defective  and  incapable  of  affecting  the 
objects  for  which  it  was  created?  If  that  be  in 
truth  the  case,  our  situation  would  be  in  fact  not 
much  less  calamitous  than  if  attributable  to  the 
people.  To  what  other  system  could  we  re- 
sort? to  a  confederation  ?  That,  has  already 
been  tried,  and  has  proved  utterly  inadequate. 
To  consolidation?  Reason  and  experience  (as 
far  as  we  have  had  experience)  proclaims  it  to 
be  the  worst  possible  form.  But  if  the  cause 
be  not  in  the  people  or  the  system,  to  what  can 
it  be  attributed,  but  to  some  misapprehension 
of  the  nature  and  character  of  our  institutions, 
and  consequent  misdirection  of  their  powers  or 
functions?  And  if  so,  to  what  other  misappre- 
hension or  misdirection,  but  that  which  direct- 
ed our  system  towards  consolidation,  and  con- 
summated its  movement  in  that  direction  in  the 
act  proposed  to  be  repealed?  That  such  is  the 
fact — that  this  is  the  true  explanation  of  all  the 
symptoms  of  decay  and  corruption,  which  I 
have  enumerated,  is  in  reality  our  only  con* 
solation — furnishes  the  only  hope,  that  can  be 
rationally  entertained,  of  extricating  ourselves 
from  our  present  calamity,  and  of  averting  the 
still  greater,  that  are  impending. 

I  know,  that  there  are  those,  who  take  a  dif- 
rent,   but  in  my  opinion  a  very  superficial  view 


rienced,  and  those  which  are  yet  to  come,  are  of  the  cause  of  our  difficulties.     They  attribute 


the  result  of  the  consolidating  tendency  of  the 
government;  and  unless  that  tendency  be  arrest- 
ed—unless  we  reverse  our  steps,  all  that  have 
been  foretold  will  certainly  befall  us — even  to 
the  pouring  out  of  the  last  vial  of  wrath;  milita- 
ry despotism.     To  this  fruitful  source  of  woes, 
may  be  traced,  that  remarkable  decay  of  pub- 
lic virtue ;  that  rapid  gi  owth  of  corruption  and 
subserviency;   that  decline  of  patriotism;  that 
increase  of  faction;  that  tendency  to  anarchy, 
and,  finally,  that  visible  approach  of  the  abso- 
lute power  of  one  man,  which  so  lamentably 
characterizes  times.      Should  there  be  any  one, 
seeing,  and  acknowledging  all  these  morbid, and 
dangerous  symptoms,  but  should  doubt,  wheth- 
er the  disease  is  to  be  traced  to  the  cause, 
which  I  have  assigned,  I  would  ask  him  to  what 
other  can  it  be  attributed?     There  is  no  event; 
no,   not  in  the  political  or  moral  world,  more 
thanin  the  physical,  without  an  adequate  cause 
I  would  ask  him,does  he  attribute  it  to  the  peo- 
ple?— to  their  want  of  sufficient    intelligence 
and  virtue   for  self-government  ?    If  the  true 
cause  may  be  traced  to  them,  very  melancholy 
would  be  our  situation;  gloomy  would  be  the 
prospect  before  us.    If  such  be  the  fact,  that  our 
people  are  indeed  incapable  of  self-government, 
1  know  of  no  people  upon  earth,  with  whom 
we    might  not    desire  to   change    condition. 
When  the  day  comes,  when  this  people  shall 
be  compelled  to  surrender  self-government  -  a 
people  so  spirited  and  so  long  accustomed  to 
liberty — it  will  be  indeed  a  day  of  revolution, 
of  convulsion  and  blood,  such  as  has  rarely,  if 
ever  been  witnessed  in  any  age  or  country;  and, 
until  compelled    by  irresistable   evidence,   so 
fearful  a  cause  cannot  be  admitted. 
,    Can  it  be  attributed  to  the  nature  of  our  sys 
fen  of  government?  Shall  we  pronounce  it  rad 


it  exclusively  to  those   who  are  in  power,  and 
see  in  the  misconduct  of  Gen.  Jackson  the  cause 
of  all  that  has  befallen  us.     That  he  has  done 
much  to  aggravate  the  evil,  I  acknowledge  with 
pain-     I  had  my  full  share  of  responsibility  in 
elevating  him  to  power,  and  there  once  existed 
between  us  friendly  relations,  personal  and  po- 
litical, and  I  would  rejoice  had  he  so  continued  to 
conduct  himself.as  to  advance  the  interests  of  the 
country,  and  his  own  reputation  and  fame.    He 
certainly  might  have  effected  much  good.     He 
came    into   office    under    circumstances,    and 
a  weight  of  popularity,  which  placed  much  in 
his  power,  for  good  or  for  evil;  but  either  from 
a  want  of  a  just  comprehension  of  the  duties 
attached  to  the  situation  in  which  he  was  pla- 
ced; or  an  indisposition  to  discharge  the  mro; 
the  improper  influence  and  control  of  those  who 
unfortunately   for  the  country  and  for  himself, 
have  acquired, through  flattery  and  subservien- 
cy, an  ascendancy  over  him,  he  has|disappoint- 
ed  the  hopes  of  his  friends,   and  realized  the 
predictions  of  his  enemies.     But  the  question 
recurs,  how  happened  it,  that  he  who  has  prov- 
ed himself  so  illy  qualified  to  fill  the  high  sta- 
tion that  he  occupies  was  elected  by  the  peo- 
ple?    If  it  be  attributed  to  a  misapprehension 
of  his  qualifications,  or  to  an  undue  gratitude 
for    distinguished  military  services,   which  at 
times  leads  astray  the  most  intelligent  and  vir- 
tuous   people  in  the    selection    of    rulers-- 
how    shall    we   explain   his  re-election,   af- 
ter he  had  actually  proved  himself  so  incom- 
petent—after he  had  violated  every  pledge, 
which  he  had  made  previous  to  election;  after 
he  had  disregarded  the  principles  on  which  he 
had  permitted  his  friends  and  partisans  to  place 
his  elevation,  and  had  outraged  the  feelings  of 
the  community  by  attempting'  to  regulate  the 
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domestic  intercourse  and  relations  of  society? 
Shall  we  say,  that  the  feelings  of  gratitude  for 
military  services  outweighed  all  this?  or  that 
the  people  with  all  this  expense  were  incapa- 
ble of  forming  a  correct  opinion  of  his  conduct 
of  characater,  or  of  understanding  the  tendency 
or  the  measures  of  his  administration?  To  assert 
this,  would  be  neither  more  nor  less,  than  to 
assert,  that  they  have  neither  the  intelligence, 
nor  the  virtue  f®r  self  government;  as  the  very 
criterion  by  which  their  capacity  in  that  respect 
is  tested,  is  their  ability  duly  to  appreciate  the 
character  and  conduct  of  public  rulers,  and  the 
true  tendency  of  their  public  measures;  and  to 
admit  th^ir  incapacity  in  that  respect  would  in 
fact  bring  us  back  to  the  people  as  the  cause. 

To  understand  truly  how  the  distinguished 
individual,  now  at  the  bead  of  the  nation,  was 
elevated  to  this  exalted  station,in  despite  of  his 
acknowleged  defects  in  several  respects,  &  how 
he  has  retained  his  power  among  an  intelligent 
and  patriotic  people,  notwithstanding  all  the 
objections  to  his  administration  that  have  been 
stated,  we  must  elevate  our  views  from  the  in- 
dividual and  his  qualification  and  conduct,  to  the 
working  of  the  system  itself;  by  which  only, 
we  can  come  to  a  knowledge  of  the  true  cause 
of  our  present  condition;  how  we  have  arrived 
at  it,  and  by  what  means  we  can  extricate  our- 
selves from  its  dangers  and  difficulties.  I  do 
not  deem  it  necessary  in  taking  this  view  to  go 
back,  and  trace  the  operation  of  our  govern- 
ment from  the  commencement,  or  to  point  out 
the  departure  from  its  true  principles  from  the 
beginning,  with  the  evils  thence  resulting,  how- 
ever interesting  and  instructive  the  investiga- 
tion might  be.  I  might  show,  that  from  the 
first,  beginning  with  the  formation  of  the  Con- 
stitution, there  were  two  parties  in  the  Con- 
vention; one  in  favor  of  a  national,  or  what  is 
the  same  thing,  a  consolidated  Government; 
and  the  other  in  favor  of  the  confederalive  prin- 
ciple;how  the  latter,  from  being  in  the  minority 
at  first,  gradually,  and  after  a  long  struggle, 
gained  the  ascendency;  and  how  the  fortunate 
result  of  that  ascendency,  terminated  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  that  beautiful,  complex,  feder- 
ative system  of  Government,  which  I  have  at- 
tempted to  explain. 

I  might  show  that  the  struggle  between  the 
two  parties  did  not  terminate  with  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution;  that  after  it  went  into  ope- 
ration the  national  party  gained  the  ascendency 
in  the  counsels  of  the  nation,  and  that  the  re- 
sult of  that  ascendency  was  to  give  an  impulse 
to  the  Government,  in  the  direction  which  their 
principles  led,  and  from  which  it  never  after- 
wards recovered.  1  am  far  from  attributing 
this  to  any  sinister  design.  The  party  were  not 
less  distinguished  for  patriotism,  than  for  abili 
ties,  and  no  doubt  honestly  intended  to  give  the 
system  a  fair  trial ,  but  tht-y  would  have  been 
moreithan  men,if  their  attachment,to  their  favo- 
rite plan  had  not  biased  their  feeling  and  judg- 
ment. I  (said  Mr.  C.)  avail  myself  of  the  occa 
sion  to  avow  my  high  respect  for  both  of  the 
great  parties  which  divided  the  country  in  its 
earlyjiistory.    They  were  both  eminently  hon 


est  and  patriotic,  and  the  preference  which  each 
gave  to  its  respective  views,  resulted  from  a 
zealous  attachment  to  the  public  interest.  At 
that  early  period,  before  there  was  any  experi- 
ence as  to  the  operation  of  the  system,  it  is  not 
surprising  that  one  should  believe  that  the  dan- 
ger was  a  tendency  to  anarchy,  while  the  other  . 
believed  it  to  be  towards  despotism;  and  that 
these  different  theoretical  views  should  honest- 
ly have  a  decided  influence  on  their  public  con- 
duct. 

I  pass  over  the  intermediate  events;  the  re- 
action against  the  national,  or,  as  it  was  then 
called,  federal  party — the  elevation  of  Mr.  Jef-. 
ferson  in  consequence  of  that  reaction  in  1801 
— and  the  gradual  departure  (from  the  influenco , 
bf  power)  of  the  republican  party ,from  the  prin- 
ciples which  brought  them  into  office— 1  come 
down,  at  once,  to  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-four,  when  a  protective  tariff  was  for 
the  first  time  adopted;  when  the  power  to  im- 
pose duties,  granted  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
revenue,  was  converted  into  an  instrument  of 
regulating,  controlling,  and  organizing  the  en* 
tire  capital  and  industry  of  the  country,  and 
placing  them  under  the  influence  of  this  Gov- 
ernment; and  when  the  principles  of  consolida- 
tion gained  an  entire  ascendency  in  both  Hou- 
ses of  Congress.  Its  first  fruit  was  to  give  a 
sectional  action  to  the  Government,  and  of 
course  a  sectional  character  to  political  par- 
ties— arraying  the  non-exporting  States  against 
the  exporting,  and  the  northern  against  the 
southern  section. 

It  is  my  wish  to  speak  of  the  events,  to  which 
I  feel  myself  compelled  to  refer,  in  illustration 
of  the  practical  operation  of  that  consolidating 
tendency  of  the  Government,  which  was  con- 
summated by  the  act  proposed  to  be  repealed, 
and  which  I  believe  to  be  the  cause  of  all  our 
evils,  with  the  greatest  possible  moderation.  I 
know  how  delicate  a  task  it  is  to  speak  of  re- 
cent political  events,  and  of  the  actors  concern- 
ed in  them;  and  I  would,  on  this  occasion,  glad- 
ly avoid  so  painful  a  duty,  if  I  did  not  believe 
that  truth  and  the  public  interest  require  it. — 
Without  a  full  understanding  of  the  events  of 
this  period,  from  '24  down  to  the  present  time, 
it  is  impossible  that  we  can  have  a  just  know- 
lege  of  the  cause  of  our  present  condition,  era 
clear  perception  of  the  means  of  remedying  it. 
To  avoid  all  personal  feeling,  I  shall  endeavor 
to  recede,  in  imagination,  a  century  from  the 
present  time,  and  from  that  distant  position  re- 
gard the  events,  to  which  I  allude,  in  that  spirit 
of  philosophical  inquiry,  which  an  earnest  seek- 
er after  truth,  at  so  remote  a  day,  may  be  sup- 
posed to  be  actuated.  I  feel  I  may  be  justified 
in  speaking  with  the  less  reserve  of  these  events, 
as  the  great  question,  which,  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  period,  so  deeply  agitated  the  coun- 
try, (the  protective  tariff)  may  now  be  consid- 
ered as  terminated  in  the  adjustment  of  the  last 
winter,  never  to  be  reagitated,  as  I  trust;  and 
of  course,  may  be  spoken  of  with  the  freedom 
of  a  passed  event. 

But  to  proceed  with  the  narrative;  the  Presi- 
dential conteit,  which  was  terminattd  the  next 
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year,  placed  the  Executive  Department  in  the 
possession  of  the  same  interest  that  controlled 
the  legislative,  s*  that  all  departments  of  this 
Government  were  united  in  favour  of  that  great 
interest  The  successful  termination  of  the 
election  in  favor  of  the  individual  then  elevated 
to  the  Chief  Magistracy,  and  for  whom,  I  then 
and  now,  entertained  kind  feelings,  may  be  at- 
tributed, in  part,  no  doubt,  to  the  predominance 
of  the  tariff  interest;  and  may  be  considered, 
as  the  first  instance  of  the  predominance  of 
that  interest  in  Presidential  contest. 

Let  us  pause  at  this  point,  (it  is  an  important 
one. )  in  order  to  survey  the  state  of  public  af- 
fairs at  that  juncture.  In  casting  our  eyes  over 
the  scene,  we  find  the  country  divided  into  two 
great  hostile  and  sectional  parties — placed  irf 
conflict  on  a  question,  believed  to  be  on  both 
sides  of  vital  importance ,  in  reference  to  their 
respective  interests;  and  on  the  side  of  the 
weaker  party,  believed  in  addition,  to  involve  :i 
constitutional  question  of  the  greatest  magni- 
tude, and  having  a  direct  and  important  bearing 
on  the  duration  of  the  liberty  and  Constitution 
of  the  country.  In  this  conflict,  we  find  both 
Houses  of  Congress  with  the  Chief  Magistrate, 
and  of  course  the  Government  itself,  on  the 
side  of  the  dominant  interest,  and  identified  with 
it,  in  principles  and  feelings.  In  this  state  of 
things,  a  great  and  solemn  question,  what  ought 
to  be  done  ?  was  forced  on  the  decision  of  the 
minority.  Shall  we  acquiesce'  or  shall  we  op- 
pose? and,  if  oppose,  how?  To  acquiesce  qui- 
etly, would  be  to  subject  the  property  and  in- 
dustry of  an  entire  section  of  the  country  to  an 
unlimited  and  indefinite  exaction  ;  as  it  was 
openly  avowed,  that  the  protective  system  could 
only  be  perfected,  by  being  carried  to  the  point 
of  prohibition,  on  all  articles  of  which  a  suffi- 
cient supply  could  be  made  or  manufactured  in 
the  country.  To  submit  under  such  circum 
stances,  would  have  been  according  to  our  view 
of  the  subject,  a  gross  direliction  both  of  inte- 
rest and  duty.  It  was  impossible.  But  how 
could  the  majority  be  successfully  opposed, 
possessed  as  they  were,  of  every  Department 
of  the  Government  ?  How,  in  this  state  of 
things,  could  the  minority  affect  a  change  in 
their  favor,  through  the  ordinary  operations  of 
the  Government?  They  could  affect  no  favor- 
able change  in  this,  or  the  other  House — the 
majority,  in  both,  but  too  faithfully  represent- 
ed what  their  constituents  believed  to  be  the  in- 
terest of  their  section,  to  whom  only,  and  not  to 
us,  they  were  responsible.  The  only  branch  of 
the  government  then  on  which  the  minority 
could  act,  and  through  which  they  could  hope 
to  effect  a  favorable  change,  was  the  Executive. 
The  President  is  elected  by  a  majority  of  the 
whole  electoral  votes,  and  of  course,  the  minori- 
ty has  a  weight  in  his  election,  in  proportion  to 
their  number,  and  the  unity  of  their  voice 
Here  was  all  our  hope,  and  to  this  point,  all 
•ur  efforts  to  effect  a  change  were  necessarily 
directed  ;  but  even  here  our  power  of  acting 
with  effect  was  limited  to  a  narrow  circle.  It 
Would  have  been  hopeless  to  present  a  candi- 
date openly  and  fully  identified  with  our  own 


interest.  Defeat  would  have  been  the  certain 
result;  had  his  acknowledged  qualifications  for 
intelligence,  experience  and  patriotism,been  ev- 
er so  great.  We  were  thus  forced,  by  inevitable 
consequence, — a  consequence  neither  to  be 
avoided  or  resisted,  to  abandon  the  contest,  or  to 
select  a  candidate  who,  at  best,  was  but  a  choice 
of  evils  ;  one  whose  opinions  were  intermediate 
or  doubtful,  on  the  subject  which  divided  the 
two  sections.  However  great  the  hazard,  or  the 
objections  to  such  a  selection,  for  such  an  of- 
fice, it  must  be> charged,  not  to  us,  but  to  that 
action  of  the  system,  which  compelled  us  to 
make  the  choice — compelling  us  by  that  conso- 
lidating tendency  which  had  drawn  under  the 
control  of  this  Government,  the  local  and  re- 
served powers,  belonging  to  the  States  sepa- 
rately; the  exercise  of  which  had  necessarily 
given  that  direction  to  its  action,  and  which 
created  and  placed  in  conflict  the  two  great  sec- 
tional political  parties. 

But  it  was  not  sufficient,  that  the  opinion  of 
our  candidate  should  not  be  fully  in  coincidence 
with  our  own.  That  alone  could  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  ensure  his  success.  It  was  necessary 
thit  he  should  have  great  personal  popularity, 
distinct  from  political,  to  be  in  a  word  a  succes- 
fal  Military  Chieftain,  which  gives  a  populari- 
ty the  mos"  extensive,  and  the  least  effected  by 
political  considerations,  and  this  was  another 
fruit — a  necessary  fruit  of  consolidation.  To 
tdese  recommendations  others  must  be  added 
n  order  to  conciliate  the  feelings  of  the  minor- 
ity—that he  should  be  identified  for  instance, 
with  them  in  interest,  possess  the  same  prop- 
erty and  pursue  the  same  industry.  These 
qualifications,  all  of  which  were  made  indispen- 
sible,  by  the  juncture,  pointed  clearly  to  one 
man,  and  but  one,  General  Jackson.  There 
was  however  ai -other  circumstance  which  gave 
him  great  prominence  and  strength,  and  which 
greatly  contributed  to  recommend  him,  as  the 
opposing  candidate.  He  had  been  defeated  in 
the  Presidential  contest  before  the  House  of 
Representatives  (though  returned  with  the  high- 
est vote)  under  circumstances,  which  were 
supposed  to  involve  a  disregard  of  the  public 
voice.  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  enter  into 
an  inquiry,  as  to  the  principles  which  controlled 
the  election,  or  as  to  the  view  of  the  actors  in 
that  scene.  Many  considerations  doubtless  gov- 
erned, and  among  others  the  feelings  of  prom- 
inent individuals  in  reference  to  the  candidates, 
and  their  opinion  of  their  respective  qualifica- 
t  ons,  besides  the  one  to  which  I  have  alluded, 
that  of  giving  to  the  dominant  interest  that  con- 
trol over  the  Executive,  which  they  had  over 
the  legislative  department. 

These  combined  motives,  as  I  have  stated, 
pointed  distinctly  to  General  Jackson.  He  was 
s.-lected  as  the  candidate  of  the  minority,  and 
the  canvass  entered  into  with  all  that  zeal, 
which  belonged  to  the  magnitude  of  the  stake, 
united  with  the  consciousness  of  honest  and 
patriotic  purpose.  The  leading  objects  were 
to  effect  a  great  political  reform  and  to  ar- 
rest if  possible  what  he  believed  to  be  a  dan- 
gerous, and  felt  to  be  an  oppressive  action  of  the 
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Government.  It  is  true  that  the  qualification 
of  the  individual,  thus  neccessanly  seh-cud 
were  believed  to  be,  in  many  important  p.i 
ticulars  defective;  thai  lie  lacked  experienci 
extensive  political  information,  and  a  comman< 
of  temper;  but  it  was  bt-lieved,  that  his  firm 
ness  of  purpose,  and  his  natural  sagacity,  b 
calling  to  his  aid  the  experience,  the  talent 
and  patriotism,  of  those  who  supported  hi- 
claims,  would  compensaie  for  these  defects. 

I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  enter  into  a  his- 
tory of  this  interesting  and  animated  canvass,but 
there  is  one  circumstance  attending  it;  so  strik- 
ing; so  full  of  instruction,  and  so  illustrative  of 
the  point  under  consideration,  that  I  cannot  pass 
u  »n  silence  The  canvas  soon  ran  into  the  greai 
and  absorbing  question  of  the  day;  as  all  ordi- 
nary diseases  run  into  the  prevailing  one 
Those  in  power,  sought  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  popularity  of  the  system,  with  which  they 
were  identified.  I  speak  it  not  in  censure.  It 
was  natural,  perhaps  unavoidable,  as  connected 
with  the  morbid  action  of  the  Government.  That 
portion  of  our  allies,  identified  with  the  same 
interest,  were,  in  like  manner,  and  from  the 
same  motive  and  cause,  forced  into  a  rivalry  of 
zeal  for  the  same  interest.  The  result  of  these 
causes  combined,  with  a  monopolizing  spirit  of 
the  protective  system,  was  the  tariff  of  1828 — 
that  disastrous  measure,  which  has  brought  so 
many  calamities  upon  us,  and  put  in  peril 
the  Union  and  liberty  of  the  country.  It  pour 
ed  millions  into  the  treasury,  beyond  even 
the  most  extravagant  wants  of  the  Government ; 
and  which,  on  the  payment  of  the  public  debt 
caused  that  hazardous  juncture,  resulti  >g  from 
a  large  undisposable  surplus  revenue,  which  has 
spread  such  deep  corruption  in  every  direction. 

This  disastrous  event,  opened  our  eyes,  (1 
mean  myself  and  those  immediately  connected 
with  me, )  as  to  the  full  extent  of  the  danger 
and  oppression  of  the  protective  system,  and  the 
hazard  of  failing-  to  effect  the  reform  intended, 
through  the  election  of  Gen.  Jackson.  With 
these  disclosures,  it  became  necessary  to  sees 
some  other  ultimate  but  more  certain  measure 
of  protection.  We  turned  to  the  Constitution 
to  find  this  remedy.  We  di  ected  a  more  dili 
gent  and  c  reful  scrutiny  into  its  provisions,  i» 
order  to  ascertain  fully  the  nature  and  charac- 
ter of  political  system  We  found  that  cer- 
tain and  effectual  remedy,  in  that  great  funda- 
mental d;  vision  of  the  powers  of  the  system, 
between  this  Government  and  its  independent 
co-depar  men  s — the  separate  Governments  of 
the  States,  to  be  called  into  action;  arrest  tiie 
unconstitutional  acts  of  this  Government,  by 
the  interposition  of  the  State — the  paramount 
source,  from  which,  as  far  as  she  is  concerned, 
both  governments  derive  their  power.  But 
in  relying  on  this,  as  our  ultimate  remedy, 
we  did  not  abate  our  zeal  in  the  Presi- 
dential canvass;  we  still  hoped,  that  General 
Jackson,  if  elected,  would  effect  the  neces- 
sary reform,  and  thereby  supercede  the  ne 
cessity  for  calling  into  action  the  sovereign  au- 
thority of  the  State,  which  we  were  anxious  to 
avoid.    With  these  views, the  two  were  pushed 


with  equal  zeal  at  the  same  time;  which  dou- 
ble operation  commenced  in  the  fall  of  18  ?8, 
butt  a  few  months  after  the  passage  of  the  tariff" 
ict  of  that  yea  ;  and  at  the  meeting  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State,  at  the  same  period,  a  pa- 
per, known  as  the  South  Carolina  Exposition, 
was  reported  to  that  body,  containing  a  full  de- 
velopment, as  well  on  the  constitutional  point, 
as  the  operation  of  the  prot  ctive  system;  pre- 
paratory to  a  state  of  things  which  might  even- 
tually render  the  action  of  the  State  necessary, 
in  order  to  protect  her  rights  and  interests  and 
to  stay  a  course  of  policy  which  we  believed, 
would,  if  not  arrested,  prove  destructive  of  lib- 
erty and  the  Constitution.  This  movement,  on 
the  part  of  the  State,  places  beyond  all  contro- 
versy, the  true  character  of  the  motives,  whi^h 
governed  us  in  the  Presidential  canvass.  We 
were  not  the  mere  partisans  of  the  candidate 
we  supported.  We  aimed  at  a  far  more  exalt- 
ed object  than  his  election— the  defence  of  the 
rights  of  the  State,  and  the  security  of  liberty 
and  of  the  Constitution.  To  this  we  held  his 
election  entirely  subordinate.  This  we  pursu- 
ed unwarped  by  selfish  or  ambitious  views. 

The  contest  terminated  in  the  elevation  of 
him  who  now  presides,  but  i'  soon  became  ap- 
parent that  our  apprehension,  that  we  might  be 
disappointed  in  the  expec  ed  reform,  was  not 
without  foundation.  That  occurred,  which,  we 
ought,  perhaps,  to  have  expected,  and  which, 
under  similar  circumstances,  has  rarely  failed  to 
follow,  i  i  e  who  was  elevated  to  power,  proved 
to  be  more  solicitous  to  etain  what  he  had  ac- 
quired, than  to  fulfil  the  expectation  of  those 
who  had  honestly  contributed  to  his  elevation, 
with  a  view  to  political  i  elorm.  The  tale  may  be 
readily  told — not  a  promise  fulfilled — not  a  mea- 
sure adopted  to  coi  rect  tlv.  abuses  of  the  sys- 
tem— not  a  step  taken  to  arrest  the  progress  of 
consolidation  and  to  restore  the  confederative 
principles  of  our  Government — not  a  look  cast 
to  the  near  approach  of  the  payment  of  the  pub- 
lic debt — nor  an  effort  made  to  reduce  gradu- 
ally the  duties,  in  order  to  prevent  a  surplus  re- 
venue, and  to  save  the  manufactories  "  hich  had 
grown  up  under  the  protective  system  from  the 
hazard  of  a  shock  caused  by  a  sudden  reduction 
of  the  duties.  All  were  forgotten;  ami  instead  of 
attempting  to  control  events,  the  (  xecutive  was 
only  solicitous  to  occupy  a  position  the  most 
propitious  to  retain  and  increase  Ivs  power.  It 
required  bu  little  penetration  to  see  that  the  po- 
sition sought  was  a  middle  one  between  the  con- 
tending parties;  to  be  identified  with  no  princi- 
ple or  policy,  and  to  rely  on  the  personal  pop- 
ularity of  the  incumbent,  and  t  e  power  and  pa- 
tronage of  the  Government,  as  the  means  of 
support.  Hence  a  third  party  was  formed;  a 
personal  and  Government  party;  made  up  of 
those  who  were  attached  to  the  person  and  the 
fortunes  of  a  successful  poli  ical  chief.  In  a 
word,  've  had  exhibited  to  our  view,  for  the 
first  time,  under  our  system,  that  most  danger- 
ous spectacle,  in  a  country  like  ours,  a.  preroga- 
tive party,  who  take  their  creed  wholly  from  the 
mandate  of  thei  chief.  The  times  were  emi- 
nently propitious  for  the  formation  of  such  *  par- 
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ty.  Millions  were  poured  inte  the  Treasury  by 
the  high  protective  duties  of  1828,  furnishing 
an  overflowing  fund  to  secure  the  services  of 
expectants  and  partisans.  Against  these  super- 
abundant means  of  power  there  was  not,  nor 
could  there  be-  as  things  were  situated,  any  ef- 
fective resistance;  all  being  necessarily  with- 
' drawn  in  consequence  of  the  fierce  contest  be- 
tween the  two  sections,  which  continued  to  rage 
with  increasing  violence,  and  which  wasted  the 
strength  of  the  parties  on  each  other,  instead  of 
opposing  the  rapidly  increasing  power  of  the 
Executive.  This,  and  not  the  personal  or  the 
military  popularity  of  Gen.  Jackson  is  the  true 
explanation  of  the  fact,  which  has  struck  so  ma- 
ny with  wonder,  that  no  misconduct,  that  no 
neglect  of  duty  nor  perversions  of  the  power  of 
Government,  however  gross,  has  been  able  to 
shake  his  power  and  popularity;  and  that  the 
people  have  looked  idly  on,  apparently  be- 
reaved of  every  patriotic  sentiment,  or  joined 
i  o  swell  the  tide  of  power  with  shouts  of  appro- 
bation at  every  act,  however  outrageous.  I  do 
not.  doubt  that  his  personal  popularity,  arising 
from  his  military  achievements,  contributed 
i nuch  to  his  elevation,  (in  fact  it  was  one  of  the 
elements,  as  stated,  which  governed  his  selec- 
tion as  a  candidate)  and  to  sustain  him  while  in 
power;  but  I  feel  a  perfect  conviction  that  what- 
ever advantage  he  has  gained  from  this  source, 
hag  been  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  mis- 
management and  blunders  of  his  administration, 
and  that  it  would  be  equally  difficult  to  expel 
from  power  any  individual  of  sagacity  and  firm- 
ness, in  posses  ion  of  that  department,  under 
tiie  circumstances  which  he  has  held  it.  Let 
us  learn  from  the  instructive  history  of  this  in- 
teresting period  that  despotic  power,  under  our 
system,  commences  with  usurpation  of  this  Go 
vernment  on  the  reserved  powers  of  the  States, 
and  terminates  in  the  concentration  of  all  the 
powers  of  this  Government  in  the  person  of  a 
Chief  Magistrate;  and  that  unless  the  first  be 
resisted,  the  latter  follows  by  a  necessary,  re- 
sistless, and  inevitable  law ,  as  much  so,  as  that 
which  governs  the  movements  of  the  solar  sys- 
tem . 

As  soon  as  it  was  perceived  that  he  whom  we 
had  elevated  to  office,  was,  as  I  have  stated, 
more  intent  to  retain  and  augment  his  power 
than  to  meet  the  just  expectations  on  which  he 
was  supported,  we  totally  despaired  of  relief 
and  reform  through  the  ordinary  action  of  this 
Government,  and  separated,  from  that  moment, 
from  the  administration;  withdrew  from  the  po- 
litical contest  here,  and  concentrated  all  our  en- 
ergies on  that  ultimate  remedy  which  we  had 
taken  the  precaution  to  prepare,  in  order  to  be 
called  into  action  in  the  event  of  tilings  taking 
the  direction  which  they  had. 

An  active  discussion  followed  in  the  State,  in 
which  the  principles  and  character  of  our  polit- 
ical institutions  were  fully  investigated,  and  a 
clear  perception  of  the  danger  to  which  the 
country  was  exposed,  was  impressed  upon  the 
public  mind.  Still  the  determination  w  as  fixed 
not  to  act  while  there  was  a  ray  of  hope  of  re 


dress  from,  the  Government;  and  we  according-  the  country,  there  was  at  tho  time  in  the  coun 


Iy  waited  the  approach  of  the  final  payment  of 
the  public  debt,  when  all  pretexts  for  keeping 
up  the  extravagant  duties  of  1828  would  cease. 
The  near  ^approach  of  that  event,  caused  the 
passage  of  the  act  of  1832,  which  was  pro- 
claimed on  both  sides,  by  the  opposition  and 
the  administration,  to  be  a  final  and  permanent 
jdjustment  of  the  protective  system.  We  felt 
every  disposition  to  acquiesce  in  any  reasonable 
adjust  nent,  but  it  was  impossible,  consistently 
with  our  views  of  the  nature  of  our  rights,  and 
the  consequeuces  involved  in  the  contest,  to 
submit  to  the  act.  The  protective  principle 
was  fully  maintainedjthe  reduction  was  small;and 
the  distribution  of  the  burthen  between  the  two 
sections  more  equal  than  under  the  act  of  1828. 
Every  effort  was  made  to  magnify  the  amount 
of  reduction.  With  that  view  false  and  deceptious 
calculations  were  made ,  and  that  too  in  official 
documents  in  order  to  make  the  impression  that 
the  revenue  would  be  reduced  to  the  legitimate 
wants  of  the  Government,  or  at  least  nearly 
so.  We  were  not  to  be  imposed  upon  by  such 
calculations.  We  clearly  perceived  that  the 
income  would  be  at  least  from  22  to  25  millions 
of  dollars;  nearly  double  what  the  Government 
ought  to  expend ,  and  we  as  clearly  saw  how 
much  so  large  a  permanent  surplus  must  con- 
tribute to  corrupt  the  country,  and  undermine 
our  political  institutions.  Seeing  this,  with  a 
prospect  of  an  indefinite  continuance  of  the 
heavy  and  useless  tax  levied,  in  the  shape  of 
duties,  the  State  interposed,  and  by  that  inter- 
position, prepared  to  arrest  vviihin  its  limits  the 
operation  of  the  protective  system- -interposed, 
not  to  dissolve  the  Union,  as  was  calumniously 
charged,  but  to  compel  an  adjustment  here  or 
through  a  conveution  of  the  States,  or,  if  an  ad- 
justment  could  not  be  had  through  either,  to 
compel  Congress  to  abandon  the  protective  sys- 
tem. 

The  moment  was  portentous.  Our  poli- 
tical system  rocked  to  the  centre.  What- 
ever diseases  existed  within,  engendered  by 
long  corruption  and  abuse,  were  struck  to  the 
surface.  The  proclamation  and  the  message  of 
the  President  appeared,  containing  doctrines  ne- 
ver before  officially  avowed — going  far  beyond 
the  extreme  tenets  of  the  federal  party,  and  in 
direct  conflict  with  all  that  had  ever  been  enter- 
tained by  the  republican  party;  and  yet,  such  was 
the  corruption,  such  the  subservience  to  power, 
that  both  parties,  forgetting  the  past,  abandoning 
every  political  principle,  however  sacred  or  long 
entertained,  rushed  to  the  embrace  of  the  new 
creed — suddenly; instantly;  without  the  slightest 
hesitation.  Never  did  a  free  people  exhibit  so  de- 
graded a  spectacle;  give  such  evidence  of  the 
loose  attachment  to  principle,  or  greater  subser- 
viency to  power.  At  this  moment  the  current  of 
events  tended  towards  despotic  authority  in  the 
person  of  the  Chief  Magistrate,  on  one  side,  and 
to  disunion  on  the  other — on  one  side  to  clothe 
the  President  with  power,  more  than  dictatorial, 
in  order  to  maintain  the  ascendency  of  the  pro- 
tective system;  and,  on  the  ether,  to  resist  the 
loss  of  liberty  at  every  hazard.     Fortunately  for 
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cilflof  the  nation  an  individual  who  had  the  high- 
est weight  of  authority  with  the  supporters  of 
that  system — one  who  had  done  more  to  advance 
it  than  others — who  was  the  most  intimately 
identified  with  it,  and  to  whom,  of  course,  the 
task  of  adjustment  most  appropriately  belonged. 
Fortunately,  also,  he  had  the  disposition  and  the 
fortitude  to  undertake  it.  An  adjustment  fol- 
lowed; the  crisis  of  our  disease  was  passed;  the 
body  politic  from  that  moment  became  convales- 
cent; the  tendency  to  despotic  power  in  the  Ex- 
ecutive was  weakened — doubly  weakened,  by  in- 
creasing on  one  side  the  force  resisting  that  tend 
ency, which  was  effected  by  enabling  those  who 
had  beenso  long  wasting  their  strength  in  mutual 
conflict,  to  unite  in  resisting  the  usurpation  of  that 
Departments  we  this  day  behold,on  the  question 
of  the  deposites;  and  by  diminishing  the  revenue — 
the  food,  on  which  it  had  grown  to  such 
enormous  dimensions.  In  a  short  time  the 
decreasing  scale  of  duties  will  cause  the  effect  of 
this  diminution  to  be  felt;  a  period  that  will  be 
hastened  by  that  profuse  and  profligate  disburse- 
ment which  has  nearly  doubled  the  public  expen- 
diture, and  which  is  so  rapidly  absorbing  the  sur- 
plus revenue. 

I  have  said  that  the  crisis  is  passed;  yet 
there  remains  some  troublesome  and  even 
dangerous  symptoms,  growing  out  of  the 
former  cause  of  the  disease,  which  however 
may  be  overcome  by  skill  and  decision;  unless, 
indeed,  they  should  run  into  the  lurking  cause 
of  another  and  most  dangerous  disease,  with 
which  it  is  intimately  connected  and  excite  it 
into  action;  I  mean  the  rotten  state  of  the  cur- 
rency. There  are  indications  of  a  very  dange- 
rous and  alarming  character  of  this  tendency, 
at  the  point  where  the  currency  is  the  most  dis- 
ordered. I  refer  to  the  measure  now  pending 
before  the  Legislature  of  New  York  to  pledge 
the  capital  and  the  industry  of  the  State,  to  the 
amount  of  six  millions  of  dollars  in  support  of 
the  banks— a  measure  which  a  British  Minister 
(Lord  Althorp)  with  all  the  power  of  parliament 
to  sustain  him,  refused  to  adopt,  because  of  its 
dangerous  and  corrupting  tendency. 

Let  us  now  turn,  and  inquire  what  would 
have  been  the  course  of  events,  if  the  State  had 
not  interposed,  and  things  had  been  permitted 
to  take  their  natural  course?  The  act  of  1832 
was  proclaimed,  as  I  have  stated,  on  both 
sides,  to  be  a  final  settlement  of  the  tariff  ques- 
tion, and  of  course,  was  intended  to  be  a  per- 
manent law  of  the  land.  The  revenue,  as  1  have 
already  stated,  under  that  act,  and  the  sales  of 
public  lands,  would,  in  all  probability,  be 
not  less  than  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars 
per  annum;  a  sum  exceeding  the  legitimate 
wants  of  the  Government,  estimated,  on  a  libe- 
ral scale,  by  ten  or  eleven  millions  of  dollars. 
Now,  I  ask,  what  would  have  been  our  situa- 
tion, with  so  large  an  annual  surplus,  and  a 
fierce  sectional  conflict,  raging  between  the 
northern  and  southern  portions  of  the  Union? 
If  we  find  it  so  difficult  to  resist  the  usurpation 
of  the  Executive  Department  with  a  tempo- 
rary surplus  revenue,  to  continue  at  most  but 
for  one  or  two  years,  how  much  more  difficult 


would  it  have  been  to  resist,  with  a  permanent 
surplus  such  as  I  have  stated?  If  we  find  it  so 
difficult  to  resist  that  department,  when  those 
who  have  been  separated  by  the  tariff"  are  unit- 
ed, how  utterly  hopeless  would  have  been  the 
prospect  of  resistance  were  that  question  now 
open,  and  those  who  are  now  united  against 
executive  encroachments,  were  exhausting 
their  strength  against  each  other?  Is  it  not  ob- 
vious that  the  executive  power,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, would  have  been  irresistable;  and 
that  we  should  have  been  impelled  rapidly  to 
despotism  or  disunion?  One  or  the  other  would 
certainly  have  been  our  fate,  if  events  had  been 
permitted  to  move  in  the  channel  in  which  they 
were  then  flowing;  and  despotism  much  more 
probably  than  disunion.  It  is  almost  without 
example  that  free  States  should  be  disunited  in 
consequence  of  the  violence  of  internal  con- 
flicts; but  very  numerous  are  the  cases  in 
which  such  conflicts  have  terminated  in  the 
establishment  of  despotic  power.  The  danger 
of  disunion  is  small;  that  of  despotism  great- 
We  have,  however,  I  trust,  escaped,  for  the 
present,  the  danger  of  both,  for  which  we  are 
indebted  to  that  great  conservative  principle  of 
our  system,  which  considers  this  government 
and  that  of  the  States  as  co-departments;  and 
which  proved  successful,  although  rejected  by 
every  State  but  one;  and  although  called  into 
action,  on  the  most  trying  occasion  that  can 
be  imagined,  and  under  the  most  adverse  cir- 
cumstances. 

I  said  that  the  danger  has  passed  for  the  pre- 
sent. The  seed  of  the  disease  still  remains  in  the 
system.  The  act  which  I  propose  to  repeal 
accompanied  the  adjustment  of  the  tariff.  It 
was  passed  solely  on  the  ground  of  recognizing 
the  principles  in  which  it  originated,  and  to  es- 
tablish them,  as  far  as  an  act  of  Congress  could 
do  so,  as  the  permanent  law  of  the  land.  While 
these  seeds  remain,  it  will  be  in  vain  to  expect 
a  healthy  state  of  the  body  politic;  alienation; 
the  loss  of  confidence;  suspicion;  jealousy,  on 
the  part  of  the  weaker  section  at  least ,  who 
have  experienced  the  bitter  fruits  that  spring 
from  those  principles,  must  accompany  the 
movements  of  this  Government.  But  these  seeds 
will  not  remain  in  the  system  without  sprout- 
ing; unless  removed,  the  genius  of  consolida- 
tion will  again  exhibit  itself;  but  in  what  form, 
whether  in  a  revival  of  the  question  from 
whose  dangers  we  have  not  yet  wholly  es- 
caped; whether  between  north  and  south; 
east  and  west;  whether  between  the  slave 
holding  and  non-slave  holding  States;  the 
rich  and  poor,  or  the  capitalists  and  the  opera- 
tives, it  is  not  for  me  to  say ;  but  that  it 
will  again  re-appear,  (unless  by  your  votes 
you  expunge  the  act  from  your  statute  book,)  to 
divide,  distract,  and  corrupt,  the  community,  is 
certain.  Nor  is  it  much  less  so  that  when  it  again 
revives,  it  will  pass  through  all  those  stages 
which  we  have  witnessed,  and  in  all  human  pro- 
bability, consummate  itself  and  terminate  our 
hopes  in  a  military  despotism.  Reverse  the 
scene — let  the  act  be  obliterated  forever  from 
among  our  laws;  let  the  principle  of  consolida- 
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lion  be  forever  suppressed,  and  that  admirable]  and  not  to  suffer  it  to  be  violated,  but  to  make 


and  beautiful  federative  system,  which  I  have  sc 
imperfectly  portrayed, be  firmly  revived  and  reno- 
vated health  and  vigor  would  be  restored  to  the 
body  politic,  and  our  country  may  yet  realize 
that  permament  state  of  liberty,  prosperty,  and 
greatness,  which  we  all  once  so  fondly  hoped 
was  our  allotted  destiny. 

Mr.  CLAY  observed,  that  this  bill  had  been 
introduced,  upon  leave,  given  to  a  member  of 
the  Senate,  and  according  to  the  invariable 
practice  of  that  body.if  not  to  established  rule.it 
should  he  referred  to  some  committee,  to  be 
considered  and  reported  on,  before  finally  dis- 
posed of.  He  had  hoped  that  some  other  mem- 
ber would  have  moved  the  reference,  but  as  he 
observed  that  the  President  was  about  putting 
the  question,  on  orde  ing  the  bill  to  a  third 
reading,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  make  the  mo 
tion.  It  «  ould  be  perceived,  that  there  we'  e 
two  parts  to  the  bill  that  the  Senato-  from 
South  Carolina  sought  to  repeal — one  was  mili- 
tary and  temporary,  and  the  other  judicial  and 
permanent;  and  if  it  should  be  thought  proper 
to  repeal  the  first,  he  doub  ed  the  propriety  of 
^repealing  the  last.  For  one,  he  wou'd  say,  if 
jC  soothed  one  feeling,  -if  it  solaced  one  Amer- 
can  heart,  in  this  widely  extended  republic,  he 
should  have  no  objection  to  the  repeal  of  the 
railit  ry  part  of  the  bill,  but  would  vote  for  it 
with  pleasur  ,  though  he  should  object  to  the 
repeal  of  the  other.  He  should  \ave  no  diffi- 
culty, provided  the  epeai  were  put  on  any 
grounds  than  those  of  the  triumph  of  nullifica- 
tion. To  that,  he  never  co  Id  give  his  aid  or 
consent.  He  did  not  rise  for  the  purpo  e  of 
making  a  speech  in  reply  to  what  had  fallen 


fair  experiment  of  its  provisions. 
He  believed  a  disposition  prevailed  in  the 
country,  if  at  the  expiration  of  the  limited 
'ime,  that  is,  in  1843,  a  just  measure  ofpro- 
'ection  cannot  then,  by  common  consent, 
be  extended  to  those  few  articles  of*  American 
industry,  that  may  then  need  it,  to  continue  the 

xperime  t  so  far,  as  completely  to  test  the  op- 
j rat  on  of  the  compromise.  This  was  his  feel- 
ing :  'his  was,  aKo,  he  presumed,  the  feeling  of 
the  honorable  member  himself;  and  he  did  not 
think,  therefore,  that  this  question,  or  any  ques- 
tion relating  to  the  constitutional  principles  of 
the  system  of  protection,  should  have  been 
brought  up.  He  did  not  agree  with  the  hono- 
rable member,  that  there  was  any  thing;  like 
consolidation  in  the  exercise  of  'hose  powers  of 
the  General  Government,  in  relation  to  a  pro- 
tective tariff.  The  honorable  member  had 
traced  the  exercise  of  that  power  to  a  single 
clause  of  ihe  Constitution;  but  he,  at  the  same 
t  me,  knew  that  there  were  other  clauses  under 
» hich  the  power  had  been  claimed.  The 
clause,  for  instance,  to  regulate  commerce,  had 
b.  en  more  frequently  relied  on  than  the  one  ad- 
verted to  by  the  Senator.  He  (Mr.  C.)  did 
not  agree  that  the  legislative  branch  of  the 
Government  had  ever  displayed  any  tendency 
towards  consolidation.  Where  had  it  been 
shown?  (He  did  not  speak  of  the  Executive 
branch  of  the  Government,  wh  use  tendency 
vast,  he  admitted;  not  so  much  towards  consol- 
idation as  to  the  concentration  of  nil  the  powers 
of  the  C  institution.)  What  power  had  been 
claimed  hy,  Cougre-s  not  granted  by  the  Con- 
st itutiott?        Th  re    was    scarcely   one    solitary 


from  the   Senator   from  South   Carolina.     To  I  power  claimed    by  any  succeeding   Congress, 
many  of  that  gentleman's  views,  he  gave  his  I  which  had  not  be.  n  asserted  or  exercised   by 


entire  assent,  but  he  must  dd,  that  ith  many 
others,  he  could  not  agree.  At  all  events,  the 
discus  ion  was  not  at  ad  profitable  at  this  pecu- 
liar juncture  Sir,  we  have  got,  said  r.  Clat, 
a  nullification  infinite! .  more  dangerous,  not  in 
Sjuth  Carolina,  but  in  Washington,  which 
tnreatens  destruction  to  the  liberties  of  the 
country,  by  an  entire  absorption  of  all  the  pow- 
ers of  the  General  i  .overnment  in  the  hands  of 
one  man:  th  nullification  of  our  Southern  sister 
was  bygone.  \\  as  this  then  the  time  for  abstru  e 
propositions  and  metaphysical  discussions?  It 
would  be  better  to  let  them  sleep,  and  for  gen- 
tlemen to  buckle  on  their  armour  to  meet  and 
arrest  the  present  and  practical  danger. 

He  had  said,  t..at  he  did  no  mean  to  reply  t 
Senator  the  from  South  Carolina;  but  ther 
w  re  one  or  two  observations  that  had  fallen 
from  him,  that  demanded  a  passing  notice 
Afer  the  compliment  paid  him,  (Mr.  C.)  for 
t  ie  part  he  had  felt  h  nis  duty,  under  all  cw- 
cti usances,  to  take  in  the  settlement  of  the  ta- 
riff question,  a  measure  that  had  commanded 
thai  Senator's  approbation,  he  had  hoped  that 
that  subject  would  have  bteu  permitted  Jo  r<  - 
n.a.n  undisturbed.  So  far  as  he  knew  the  sen- 
timenis  o»  the  country,  and  of  the  fiends  with 
whom  he  acted,  tiny  were  willing  to  abid< 
by  tUe  compromise  fully,  fairly,  and  faithfully, 


he  first  Congress,  assembled  after  the  Conven- 
tion :  thit  Congress  which  came  fresh  from 
the  Convention  that   formed  the  Constitution  ; 

v hich  contained  several  members  of  that  Con- 
ven  ion;  and,  am  ng  others,  that  eminent  Vir- 
^mi*n,  yet  spired  to  his  country,  who  has  been 
emphatically  called  the  Father  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

Was  it  in  the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank 
that  Congress  exhibited  a  tendency  to  consoli- 
dation? The  first  bank  was  established  by  the 
first  Congress  that  assembled  in  1789.  vVas  it 
in  the  adoption  of  the  protective  policy ?  It 
was  distinctively  asserted  and  announced  by  the 
same  first  Congress  that  that  was  the  true  poli- 
cy of  the  country;  and  let  it  be  recollected  that 
when  once  the  principle  was  thus  settled,  the 
degree  of  protect  on  became  a  mere  measure  of 
detail.  The  principle  was  established  by  the 
Congress  of '89,  and  up  to  this  day  it  had  been 
again  a  d  again  acted  on  under  almost  every 
administration,  and  sanctioned  by  all  the  distin- 
guished patriots,  with  greater  or  less  restriction, 
who  had  the  direction  of  our  national  affairs. 
Was  it  in  the  establishment  of  an  army  and  na- 
vy, or  in  a  system  of  internal  improvements?— 
Why,  in  reality,  the  participati  n  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  inte  nal  improvements  was  fcrst  brought 
about  under^  that  Chief  Magistrate  who  was 
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called  the  father  of  democracy,  and  to  whose 
at  thority  no  man  more  readily  defers  than  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina.  He  knew  it  was 
under  the  compact  with  Ohio  that  internal  im 
provements  were  first  sanctioned;  but  without 
the  authority  of  the  Constitution  to  make  ap- 
propriations for  such  a  purpose,  no  compact 
could  confer  upon  Congress  the  power.  Where 
then  was  the  tendency  to  consolidation  manifest 
ed  by  Congress  during  the  progress  of  this  Go- 
vernment. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  had  spoker 
of  the  vast  revenues  which  had  been  collected 
under  the  laws  which  had  been  passed  for  the 
protection  of  American  industry,  and  especial- 
ly under  the  tariff  of  1824.  I  hese  revenues 
had  enabled  the  Government  to  pay  the  public 
debt.  But  the  accommodation  of  a  surplus  re- 
venue had  never  been  an  object  with  the  friends 
of  the  Tariff.  So  far  from  their  looking  to  an 
accumulation  of  revenues,  the  friends  of  that 
measure  w>  re  reproached  wi'h  having  adopted 
a  system  of  policy  that  would  bankrupt  the 
Treasury,  and  render  a  resort  to  direct  taxation 
imperatively  necessary.  The  very  fear  of  di- 
minishing the  revenue,  prevented  some  mem- 
bers from  giving  their  assent  to  the  bill  which 
passed  at  that  time,  who  would  otherwise  have 
been  favorably  disposed  towards  it. 

He  had  very  little  to  say  in  relation  to  the 
presidential  elections,  and  the  share  taken  by 
different  parties  in  them;  but  if  those  who  con- 
tributed in  1828,  to  the  elevation  of  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate,  and  who,  by  doing  so,  had 
brought  such  a  train  of  ills  on  the  country, 
could  find  a  consolation  in  their  own  hearts,  he 
would  be  the  last  to  bereave  them  of  it.  We 
have  been  told,  said  Mr.  C. ,  that  they  contri 
bnted  to  that  event  in  order  to  avoid  the  pro- 
tective policy.  They  hoped  that  his,  (the  Pres- 
ident's) opinions  were  more  favorable  to  'heir 
interests  than  were  those  of  his  competitor,  ye1 
he  voted  for  the  tariff  of  1824.  Let  us  look 
back,  said  Mr.  C. ,  and  see  also  whether  they 
were  not  practicing  something  like,  (to  call  it 
by  no  higher  term)  a  misconception  on  each 
other.  If  they  suppor"  ed  him  on  the  grounds 
of  his  opposition  to  the  tariff,  did  they  not  sup- 
port him  on  the  grounds  of  a  secret  and  undi 
vulged  opposition  ?  And  were  they  not  co 
operating  with  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  other  parts  of  the  Union  which  support 
ed  him  because  of  his  friendship  for  the  tariff, 
and  where  there  was  scarcely  an  individual 
who  did  not  believe  him  to  be  as  much  de- 
voted to  the  protective  policy  as  any  man  in 
the  country.  This  however  was  a  subject  he 
would  not  further  enlarge  on — the  present 
Chief  Magistrate  was  supported,  and  was  elec- 
ted, it  seems,  under  the  hopes  that  he  would 
lessen  the  evils  of  the  tariff 

He  trusted  that  his  election  would  impress  the 
people  with  one  important  truth,  which  deserved 
general  inculcation,  that  it  is  a  duty  they  owe 
themselves  and  their  dearest  interests,  in  the  se- 
lection of  a  Chief  Magistrate,  to  look  well  to  his 
previous  character,  conduct  and  habits,  to  ascer- 


action,  to  examine  his  passions,  prejudices  and 
temper  ofmind,  and  to  weigh  well,  in  all  respects, 
the  consequences  likely  to  ensue  from  their 
choice,  and  not  to  decide  under  the  pressure  of  a 
single  grievance,  real  or  imaginary.  Well,  suc- 
cess followed  the  exertions  of  the  Se»ator  from 
South  Carolina,  and  those  with  whom  he  co-op- 
erated, in  the  elevation  of  the  present  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate, and  what  has  followed?  Where  are  the 
principles  which  brought  him  into  power?  Which 
of  the  various  parties  who  combined  to  secure 
his  election  has  not  been  disappointed?  What 
are  the  distinct  principles  of  this  administration? 
— Is  it  in  favor  of  the  tariff?  No!  Against 
it?  No!  In  favor  of  internal  improvements? — 
Yes.  Against  them?  Yes !  For  nullification? 
Yes,  that  which  emanates  from  Washington.  A. 
gainst  nullification?  Yes,  that  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina.  Is  it  for  State  rights?  Yes; 
look  at  the  opening  message  of  December  1832; 
that  was  a  thorough  going1  States  rights'  paper, 
strong  enough  to  satisfy  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  or  the  most  ardent  of  that  school.  Is 
it  against  States'  rights?  Yes;  look  at  the  pro- 
proclamation  of  the  next  short  week;  that  procla- 
mation which,  according  to  the  Senator  from  S. 
Carolina,  had  outstripped  all  the  doctrines  ever 
before  advanced  in  this  country. 

Mr.  C.  thought  with  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina— he  thought  the  proclamation,  take  it 
as  a  whole,  (although  there  were  many  parts  of 
it  that  met  with  his  approbation)  as  ultra,  as 
ever  came  from  the  most  high  toned  of  any  par- 
ty that  ever  existed  in  this  country.  What  had 
we  got  by  the  election  of  this  Chief  Magistrate, 
he  would  ask  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina? 
No!  he  would  not  taunt  that  gentleman  with 
such  an  inquiry;  he  would  rather  ask  some  of 
the  friends  of  the  President  what  were  his  prin- 
ciples. When  the  historian  or  biographer, 
some  future  Plutarch,  came  to  write  the  lives 
of  the  great  men  who  had  been  elevated  to  the 
office  of  President,  he  would  find  some  leading 
measures  by  which  each  of  our  former  Presi 
dent's  had  been  distinguished.  Mr.  Jefferson 
for  instance,  for  the  reform  he  introduced  in 
our  institutions,  and  for  the  acquisition  of  Lou- 
isiana. In  the  administration  of  the  other  Pre- 
sident's something  remarkable,  would  also  be 
found  characteristic  of  the  chief  of  his  term. 

But  what  had  distinguished  the  character  of 
this  administration?  Why  his  friend  from  S.  Car- 
olina, who  had  renounced  his  first  opinions  of  the 
President,  and  who  supported  his  first  election 
from  the  purest  and  most  disinterested  motive*, 
without  being  influenced  by  one  particle  of  am- 
bition, would  be  somewhat  embarrassed  to  solve 
the  problem.  What  were  his  (the  President's) 
principles?  For  a  bank?  No-  Against  it?  No, 
for  he  is  in  favor  of  forty  of  them,  if  they  are 
under  his  exclusive  control,  and  responsible  to 
him  alone.  When  the  future  historian  shall  in- 
quire what  were  the  distinguishing  traits,  the  pre- 
dominating principles,  of  this  Administration, 
what  would  he  learn?  Why,  he  (Mr.  C)  did 
not  know  what  they  were;  but  he  thought  they 
consisted  in  pure,  simple,  unadulterated  Jackson- 


tain  his  principles,  to  scrutinize  his  motives  of  ism.     Down  with  the  bank;  down  with  int«r- 
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nal  improvements;  down  with  the  American  sys- 
tem; down  with  the  best  currency  that  any  coun- 
try eyer  had;  down  with  the  Constitution;  but 
give  us  pure,  simple,  unadulterated  Jacksonism, 
"  Hurra  for  Jackson!" 

Mr.  CLAY  then  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  PRESTON  made  a  few  remarks. 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  that  he  did  not  introduce  the 
extraneous  topics  to  which  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Preston)  last  up  alluded. 
There  is  no  member  of  the  Senate  less  in  the 
habit  of  adverting  to  the  motives,  views  and 
principles,  which  regulated  the  conduct  of  par- 
ties, or  individuals  in  presidential  elections, than 
he  (Mr.  C.)  The  subject  was  first  touched  by 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  who  first  ad- 
dressed the  Senate,  which  had  rendered  neces- 
sary the  few  remarks  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  made. 
He  repeated,  that  if  gentlemen,  on  a  review  of 
the  past,  could  find  matter  of  approbation  or 
consolation  for  the  part  they  acted  in  the  con- 
test of  1828,  which  brought  the  present  Chief 
Magistrate  into  power,  he  had  no  disposition  to 
deprive  them  of  it.  He  (Mr.C.)  had  no  reproach- 
es to  make  himsely — "  His  withers  are  un- 
wrung. "  He  had  long  since  studied  the  char- 
acter of  the  Chief  Magistrate  attentively.  He 
had  examined  his  proceedings  towards  the  civil 
authority  in  Louisiana,  and  during  the  conduct 
of  the  Seminole  War.  He  did  not  wish  to  re- 
vive the  discussions  to  which  they  had  given 
rise;  but  he  must  say  that  the  estimate  which 
he  had  formed  of  his  principles,his  prejudice,and 
his  passions,  induced  him,  long  since  to  regard 
him  as  a  totally  unsafe  depository  of  the  powers 
of  the  head  of  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Go- 
vernment. The  course  of  his  administration, 
far  from  lessening  had  greatly  increased  the  ap- 
prehensions which  he  had  originally  entertained. 
These  sentiments  he  should  continue  to  adhere 
to,  whether  it  was  his  misfortune  to  differ  from 
a  majority  or  the  whole  people  of  the  United 
States.  And  he  thanked  God  that  he  had  contri- 
buted nothing  to  produce,  but  every  thing  in 
his  power  to  avoid,  the  present  calamitous  state 
of  things. 

The  hon.  Senator  last  up,  argued  that  the 
contemplated  repeal  of  an  unconstitutional  law 
ought  not  to  be  objected  to,  because  it  might 
furnish  an  occasion  for  triumph  to  the  doctrine 
of  nullification.  And  most  clearly  if  the  law 
be  really  unconstitutional, we  ought  to  hasten  to 
repeal  it,  whatever  exultation  may  ensue.  But 
does  not  the  Senator  perceive  that  he  assumes 
that  unconstitutionality  which  others  may  not  be 
prepared  to  admit?  As  stated  at  a  former  ses- 
sion, he  should  have  given  a  most  reluctant  vote 
for  the  law,  if  he  had  been  in  his  place.  Re- 
luctant, because  of  the  vast  powers  confided  to 
the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  because  he  was  not 
able  to  give  that  Chief  Magistrate  his  confi- 
dence. But  he  had  been  constitutionally  elec- 
ted, to  the  high  office  which  he  filled,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  He 
possessed  their  confidence,  he  was  charged 
with  the  enforcement  of  the  laws,  in  the  event 
of  foible  resistance;  and  the  temper  of  the 


times  and  the  moral  sense  of  the  people  of  this 
country  demanded,  at  the  last  session,  that 
Congress  should  invest  the  regular  organ  of  the 
Government  with  the  means  of  maintaining  the 
authority  of  the  law,  if  it  should  be  violently  op- 
posed. 

The  law  had  passed,  and  by  express  provi- 
sion the  military  part  of  it  expires  with  the 
present  session.  No  one  believes  that  either  in 
South  Carolina,  or  any  where  else,  any  exi- 
gency will  arise  rendering  an  application  of  the 
law  necessary.  It  is  substantially  now  obso- 
lete; and  it  is  a  matter  of  deep  and  profound 
regret,  that,  when  there  are  so  many  other  just 
causes  of  alarm  in  operation,  the  Senators  from 
South  Carolina  deem  it  their  duty  to  agitate  the 
question. 

They  tell  us  that  the  law  is  dead,  nullified 
and  wholly  inoperative  in  South  Carolina,  by  an 
ordinance  of  her  Convention.  If  that  be  the 
case,  there  can  be  no  necessity  fur  its  repeal 
so  far  as  that  State  is  concerned.  It  has  not  been 
asked  for  or  demanded  by  any  other  State. 

But  it  is  contended  that  gentlemen  may  vote 
the  repeal  under  the  influence  of  any  motives 
they  please;  and  that  it  would  not  be  a  necessa- 
ry inference  that  the  doctrines  of  Nullification 
had  been  sanctioned.  True.  If  however  these 
speeches  made  in  support  of  the  repeal  upon 
the  distinct  ground  that  the  law  is  unconstitu- 
tional, and  that  the  doctrines  of  Nullification 
are  true,  and  those  speeches  are  unanswered, 
would  not  the  country  understand  that  Con- 
gress was  retracing  its  steps  and  abandoning 
the  ground  which  it  assumed  at  the  last  session? 
He  had  no  objection  whatever  to  the  repeal 
of  the  military  part  of  the  law  if  it  will  have  the 
smallest  tendency  to  produce  harmony  and  good 
feelings — if  it  shall  communicate  concord,  sat- 
isfaction or  tranquillity  to  the  breast  of  one  sin- 
gle American  citizen. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said:  He  had  no  objec- 
tion to  a  reference  of  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion, to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary;— he 
was  willing  that  the  act,  proposed  to  be  repeal- 
ed, might  be  carefully  examined,  and  if  it  should 
be  found  to  contain  any  provision  worth  pre- 
serving, that  it  might  be  made  an  exception,  on 
the  passage  of  the  repealing  act.  He  thought 
the  entire  law  of  the  last  session,  commonly 
called  the  Force  Act,  ought  to  be  repealed,  as 
he  deemed  it  an  unconstitutional  measure  in  all 
its  parts.  A  distinction  had  been  taken  between 
the  military  provisions  of  the  act,  and  those 
which  related  to  the  judiciary.  The  hon.  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  assents  to  the  repeal  of  the 
former,  whilst  he  desires  to  retain  the  latter  as 
a  permanent  part  of  our  judiciary  system.  Now 
sir,  said  Mr.  P., I  regard  those  sections  of  the  act 
which  confer  power  on  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  as  equally,  if  not  more,  extravagant, 
and  dangerous  encroachments  on  the  Constitu- 
tion, than  the  immense  power  which  the  act 
confers  on  the  Chief  Magistrate  to  coerce  a 
sovereign  State  of  the  Union  by  military  force. 
The  powers  conferred  on  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  by  this  act,  if  carried  out  to  their 
utmost  extent,  totally  annihilate  the  State  courts 
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on  all  the  subjects,  which  they  embrace,  crimi- 
nal and  civil.  I  hold  it  to  be  a  clear  and  well 
settled  principle,  that  neither  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  nor  the  inferior  tri- 
bunals, can  claim  or  exercise,  any  jurisdiction, 
which  is  not  expressly  given  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  U.  States,  by  which  the  judicial  department 
of  the  Government  is  established.  No  jurisdic- 
tion can  be  given  to  these  courts  by  law,  and 
yet  this  act  confers  on  them  new  and  extraordi- 
nary powers,  not  recognized  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  totally  subversive  of  the  criminal  juris- 
prudence of  eveiy  State  in  the  Union.  An 
officer  of  the  customs  may  commit  murder,  un- 
der color  of  necessity  in  the  execution  of  the 
duties  of  his  office,  when  in  point  of  fact,  no 
such  necessity  existed;  he  may  be  prosecuted 
for  this  outrage  on  the  life  of  a  citizen,  in  the 
State  courts  where  the  offence  was  committed, 
and  this  act  provides  the  certain  means  by 
which  he  may  escape  punishment,  even  if  he  be 
guilty  of  the  foulest  murder.  He  is  authorized 
by  petition  or  habeas  corpus,  to  be  released  from 
State  prosecution,  and  transfer  the  case  to  the 
Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States,  when,  with- 
out indictment,  or  prosecutor,  the  court  may 
proceed  to  hear  and  determine  the  case,  and 
what  renders  such  a  proceeding  still  more  ridi- 
culous and  absurd,  the  courts  of  the  U.  States 
have  no  power,  except  in  a  few  specified  cases, 
either  to  take  cognizance  of  a  murder  commit- 
ted within  the  limits  of  a  State,  or  to  pronounce 
sentence  on  the  offender  after  conviction.  I 
mention  this  as  one  of  the  singular  features  of 
the  act,  without  intending  to  give  the  subject  a 
more  enlarged  examination  at  this  time.  On  the 
subject  of  nullification,  which  has  been  introdu- 
ced into  the  discussion  this  morning,  I  am  one 
of  those  unfortunate  individuals,  who  do  not 
comprehend  its  meaning. 

When  I  am  asked,  as  1  have  often  been,  the 
question  "are  you  a  nullifier?"  I  answer  by 
asking  another  question,  "what  do  you  mean 
by  nullification  i"  There  are  so  many  various 
and  conflicting  versions  given  of  this  despised 
word,  that  no  one  can  with  safety  either  avow 
or  disavow  his  belief  in  the  theory  connected 
with  it ,  until  he  receives  the  definition  of  each 
individual  who  obji  cts  to  the  doctrine.  If  it 
means,  as  we  are  told  it  does,  in  the  procla- 
mation of  President  Jackson,  treason,  rebell- 
ion, revolution,  or  disunion,  then  am  I  no  nulli- 
fier. If  it  is  understood  in  the  light  of  a  rem- 
edy by  State  interposition,  to  counteract  usur- 
ped power  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment and  thereby  protect  each  State  in  the 
full  enjoyment  of  its  reserved  rights,  then  I 
maintain  that  to  this  extent,  it  is  the  true  theo- 
ry of  the  Constitution.  1  concur  entirely  in 
the  opinion  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  an  ultra 
federalist,  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
are  binding  both  on  the  States,  and  on  the  peo- 
ple; but  these  laws  are  restricted  to  a  certain 
sphere,  and  when  they  depart  from  this  sphere, 
'•they  are  no  longer  supreme,  or  bindiug." — 
This  is  the  nullifying  principle  of  Hamilton  to 
which  I  yield  my  hearty  assent.  I  hold  it  to  be 
the  right  and  the  duty  of  the  States,  in  all  cases 


of  a  gross  and  palpable  usurpation  of  power, 
not  delegated  to  Congress  by  the  Constitution, 
to  interpose  by  a  solemn  declaration,  that  the 
act  being  a  violation  of  the  Constitution,  is 
neither  "supreme,  nor  binding,"  and  no  law 
within  the  limits  of  the  State  making  the  decla- 
ration .  I  consider  this  the  great  conservative 
principle  of  the  Constitution; — it  is  essential  to 
the  perpetuity  of  the  Union,  and  the  purity  of 
our  republican  institutions.  If  we  destroy  the 
checks  and  balances  of  our  system,  there  will 
remain  no  means,  by  which  the  strides  of  arbi- 
trary power  either  Executive,  or  Legislative, 
can  be  arrested.  I  am  in  favor  of  preserving 
unimpaired,  these  safeguards  of  liberty,  with- 
out which  this  Government  would  very  soon 
reach  the  climax  of  despotism.  Sir,  I  must  be 
permitted  to  express  my  astonishment,  when  I 
hear  honorable  Senators  on  this  floor,  denounce 
in  the  strongest  terms  this  principle  of  state  in- 
terposition, and  declare  their  intention  of  voting 
against  the  repeal  of  this  very  high  handed 
measure,  lest  it  might  seem  to  afford  a  triumph 
to  nullification,  which  they  deem  more  danger, 
ous  in  its  tendency,  than  the  power  over  the 
purse  and  the  sword,  which  this  Force  Act,  as  it 
is  called  confers  on  the  President. 

My  surprise  is  increased  when  I  hear  these 
declarations  from  a  Senator  who  represents  a 
State,  which  is,  and  has  ever  been,  the  hot  bed 
of  nullification.  I  ask  what  right  has  a  Senator 
who  defends  the  proceedings  of  his  own  State, 
in  acts  of  resistance  to  federal  authority,  to  stand 
up  here,  and  reproach  the  honorable  Senators 
from  South  Carolina  for  a  like  defence  of  the 
State  which  they  represent  under  similar  circum- 
stances? Sir,  there  is  not  a  State  in  this  Union, 
with  perhaps  one  or  two  exceptions,  which  has 
not,  in  some  form  or  other  resisted  the  action  of 
this  Government.  I  challenge  any  honorable 
Senator  to  rise  in  his  place,  and  pronounce  in 
the  face  of  the  Senate  and  the  nation,  that  the 
State  from  which  he  comes  has  on  no  occasion 
asserted  the  right  to  arrest  the  operation  of  an 
unconstitutional  act  of  Congress.  Let  them  take 
that  manly  ground,  and  I  shall  be  more  ready  to 
credit  the  sincerity  with  which  they  deal  out 
denunciations  against  a  sister  State  of  the  Un- 
ion. I  take  it  upon  myself  to  say  that  there  are 
but  few  Senators  here,  who  would  venture  to 
claim  for  the  State  which  he  represents,  exemp- 
tion from  the  imputations,  which  they  so  freely 
cast  upon  the  State  of  South  Carolina.  The 
honorable  Senator  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Forsyth) 
has  laid  on  the  table  an  ordinance  of  the  con- 
vention in  South  Carolina,  annulling  or  nullifying 
thi3  Force  Act,  which  he  proposes  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  I  make  no  objec- 
tion to  the  reference  of  the  paper,  but  its  intro- 
duction here  has  given  rise  to  some  reflections, 
whichj  will  briefly  state  to  the  Senate.  Why 
has  this  ordinance  been  passed  over  in  silence 
without  attracting  the  slightest  attention  from  the 
Chief  Magistrate?  The  first  nullifying  ordi- 
nance passed  by  the  convention  was  held  by  the 
President  to  be  treasonable  in  its  character  and 
effects,  and  dangerous  to  the  stability  of  the 
Union.  [It  drew  forth  from  the  President  the  most 
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bitter  invectives,  and  menaces,  in  ihe  form  of  a 
proclamation  under  the  broad  soal — a  pro- 
clamation issued  in  violation  of  law  and  the 
constitution,  promulgating  political  doctrines 
and  theories,  inconsistent  with  our  free  institu- 
tions, and  never  before  broached  in  this  country  ; 
denouncing  the  fundamental  law  of  a  State,  de- 
manding its  repeal,  and  threatening  punishment 
on  the  people  of  the  State,  and  more  particularly 
their  leaders  by  the  strong  arm  of  military  power, 
unless  the  demand  should  be  promptly  complied 
with. 

This  second  act  of  nullification,  adopted  by 
the  same  convention,  and  based  on  the  same 
principles,  has  not  been  deemed  worthy  of  the 
slightest  notice  from  the  President  and  has 
scarcely  been  alluded  to  by  the  friends  of  the 
administration  in  debate,  until    the  honorable 

fentleman  from  Georgia  has  deemed  it  to  be  his 
uty  to  lay  a  certified  copy  of  the  ordinance  on 
the  table. 

No  proclamation  has  been  fulminated  under 
the  broad  seal ;  no  message  has  been  received, 
calling  for  the  army  and  the  navy,  and  the  mili- 
tia, to  put  down  nullification  and  preserve  the 
Union,  but  the  ordinance  is  permitted  quietly  to 
repose  among  the  archives  of  South  Carolina, 
without  exciting  either  alarm  or  apprehension  in 
the  mind  of  the  Chief  Magistrate,  for  the  safety 
©four  "Federal  Union."  This  might  indeed  be 
considered  a  triumph  of  nullification,  by  the  tacit 
acquiescence  of  President  Jackson,  if  we  did  not 
know  the  motives  which  influenced  him,  to  put 
forth  the  solemn  mockery,  contained  in  his  me- 
morable Proclamation.  These  motives,  person- 
al and  political,  are  well  know  and  properly  ap- 
preciated by  the  American  people.  I  should  be 
glad  to  be,  informed  how  one  nullifying  ordinance 
can  be  considered  treason  and  rebellion,  threat- 
ening the  overthrow  of  the  Government,  while 
another  of  the  same  character,  passed  by  the 
same  convention,  is  deemed  to  be  perfectly  harm- 
less and  inoffensive,  calling  for  no  action,  ex- 
ecutive, or  legislative,  to  counteract  its  delete- 
rious consequences  ?  Mr.  President,  my  opin- 
ions on  all  the  questions  brought  into  discussion, 
on  the  passage  of  this  force  act,  which  it  is  now 
proposed  to  repeal,  were  given  in  extenso  at  the 
laBt  session  of  Congress.  I  do  not  now  mean  to 
enter  again  into  the  discussion  of  these  ques- 
tions. I  repeat  my  assent  to  the  proposed  re- 
ference of  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  when  it  shall 
be  returned  to  the  Senate  for  its  final  action,  I 
•hall  take  occasion  to  present  my  views  more 
fully  on  the  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MANGUM,  the  Senate  then 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr.  BURGES,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Saunders,  Josiah  Tirel,  and  Jared  Gorsage; 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY,  from  the  Commit- 
mittee  on  Claims,  made  unfavorable  reports  on 
the  petitions  of  George  Stockton,  Jessee  Manly, 
and  C.  L.  Harrison;  which  were  read  and  laid  on 
the  table. 


Mr.  BELL,  of  Tenn.,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  respecting  copy- 
rights; which  was  twice  read. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tenn.,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New  Oiv 
leans,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  relinquishing  the  claim  of  the  United  Stater 
to  certain  public  grounds  or  lots  in  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  in- 
habitants thereof;  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

By  consent,  the  House  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  following  resolution,  submitted 
by  Mr.  McKennon  yesterday;  which  was  agreed 
to.  viz. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  in- 
structed to  furnish  to  this  House  a  detailed  esti- 
mate for  the  repairs  of  the  Cumberland  Road 
east  of  the  river  Ohio. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY,  the 
Committee  on  Claims  was  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  memorial  of  Charles  J.  Catt- 
lett,  and  leave  given  to  withdraw  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  THOMAS,  of  La.,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post-Office  and  Post  Roads  was 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  William  Patterson,  which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  a  state- 
ment showing  the  number  of  passengers  who 
have  arrived  from  foreign  countries  into  the  U. 
States  during  the  year  1833,  so  far  as  returns 
have  been  received;  prepared  and  transmitted  to 
Congress  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  2d  March, 
1819,  regulating  passengers,  ships,  and  vessels; 
which  letter  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  went  into  the  question  of  the  reso- 
lution submitted  by  Mr.  Mardis,  on  the  Bank, 
and  Mr.  Co  a  win  continued  his  remarks  until 
the  close  of  the  hour 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POLK,  the  House  passed 
to  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  bills  from  the  Senate  were  severally  taken 
up,  read  a  first  and  second  time  and  committed. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  POLK,  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  Mr.  Hubbard  in  the  Chair,  and  resum- 
ed the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  services 
for  the  year  1834. 

The  question  was  upon  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Brown,  <>f  New  York,  to  amend  the  item  allow- 
ing $1,400  for  a  clerk  in  the  Department  of 
State,  for  one  year,  for  the  arrangement  and 
preservation  of  the  archives  in  that  Department, 
by  striking  out  the  former  part  of  it,  so  as  to 
leave  the  object  specified,  but  omitting  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  clerk. 

Mr.  DICKSON,  of  New  York,  said,  that  it 
was  far  indeed  from  his  intention  t>  be  a  means 
of  protracting  the  debate,  or  of  detaining  the 
House  from  the  consideration  of  other  business. 
He  had  seldom  encroached  on  their  attention, 
at  least  in  a  manner  to  retard  the  progress  of 
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that  business;  but,  on  the  present  occasion,  he 
felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to  offer  a  few  remarks. 
It  was  not  on  account  of  the  amount  of  the  item 
of  $1,400  for  this  purpose,  for  the  sum  in  refe- 
,  rence  to  its  object,  was  inconsiderable,  but  it 
:  was  because  the  principle  involved  in  the  pro- 
posed grant  was  of  no  ordinary  importance.  The 
bi'l  was  reported  for  the  purpose  of  meeting 
the  usual  expenses  of  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
expenses  of  the  Government.  Its  very  title 
imports  as  much;  the  General  Appropriation 
Bill,  according  to  every  form  of  law,  contains 
provisions  and  appropriations  for  the  payment 
of  sums  due  to  all  officers  of  the  Government 
already  existing  under  the  law  of  Congress. — 
But  this  clause  of  the  bill  claims  the  right  of 
creating  an  office  as  well  as  requiring  a  salary 
for  the  officer  not  yet  in  being.  Even  if  it  had 
stood  alone  in  the  bill,  unaccompanied  by  others, 
by  any  other  of  a  similar  character,  it  would 
have  been  not  the  less  objectionable.  Upon 
every  sound  principle  of  legislation,  it  appeared 
that  every  new  office  under  the  Government 
should  be  created  by  a  separate  and  distinct  bill. 
This  he  would  lay  down  as  a  general  position. 
The  question  at  present  under  consideration 
was  not  one  which  might  be  deemed,  perhaps, 
worthy  of  the  attention  paid  to  it,  by  reason  of 
the  inconsiderable  sum  proposed  to  be  voted, 
but  that  circumstance  could  not,  and  did  not,  af- 
fect the  great  principle  involved  in  the  ques- 
tion itself.  It  was  not  merely  the  grant  of 
$1,400  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  and  pre- 
serving the  documents  in  the  archives  of  the 
State  Department  that  the  House  had  to  consi- 
der and  decide  upon.  It  was  not  whether  this 
officer  was  to  be  appionted  or  that  removed. 
Not  a  question  of  dollars  or  cents;  not  a  mere 
mercenary  or  pecuniary  affair,  such  as  might 
relate  to  the  officer  or  to  the  expectant  of  the 
office.  It  is  the  principle  which  is  involved, 
and  the  precedent  to  be  established  by  the  adop 
tion  of  this  measure. 

In  looking  through  the  billhe  could  perceive 
that  it  created  offices  of  additional  clerks,  em- 
bracing an  expenditure  of  more  than  $75,000. 

Look  at  the  bill.  Refer  to  line  268 ,  and  the 
two  following  lines. 

"For  additional  clerk  hire  for  the  year  1833, 
$31,731  44. 

la  this  clause  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Dickson  said, 
there  was  no  designation  of  the  duties  for  the 
performance  of  which  this  sum  was  proposed  to 
be  voted.  The  aggregate  sum  was  stated,  and 
not  the  slighest  notice  was  given  of  the  addi- 
tional business  necessary  to  be  transacted.  If 
an  imperative  necessity  existed  for  aid  in  any  of 
the  departments,  he  (Mr.  D.)  would  cheerfully 
unite  in  voting  to  render  it. 

He  had  heard  it  said  that  if  the  proposition 
for  these  additional  clerkships  had  been  brought 
up  in  the  shape  of  a  separate  bill,  it  never  would 
'  have  passed.  Now  the  salary  of  the  machinist 
of  the  patent  office  had  not  been  increased;  and 
if  the  insertion  of  a  clause  in  the  general  appro- 
priation bill  was  to  be  considered  as  a  prior  indi 
eation  of  its  being  negatived,  then  the  argument 
was  conclusive  of  the  correctness  of  the  position 


which  he,  Mr.  D.,  had  assumed.  The  proper 
course  would  be  this:  Bring  in  a  distinct  bill 
for  all  the  aid  wanted,  defining  the  separate  offi- 
ces and  the  duties  required  of  each  officer.  Let 
us  have  the  whole  reasons  spread  out  before 
us.  Let  us  be  made  acquainted  with  the  rea- 
sons of  all  the  requests  made  to  Congress.  Let 
us  know  how  many  additional  officers  are  want- 
ed, and  for  what  purpose .  I  cannot,  observed 
Mr.  D.,  vote  for  all  or  any  of  these  grants,  until 
I  know  the  object  for  which  they  are  to  be  made; 
but  when  I  have  that  knowledge,  I  will,  with 
pleasure,  vote  for  all  of  them  which  are  condu- 
cive to  the  public  interests. 

But,  said  Mr.  D.,  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  ot  Ways 
and  Means,  (Mr.  Polk,)  says  that  if  this  addi- 
tional clerk  be  not  voted,  a  serious  impediment 
will  result  to  the  public  service. 

Mr.  D.  here  spoke  of  the  compensation  pro- 
posed by  the  bill  to  be  granted  to  additional 
clerks  in  the  third  auditors'  office. 

Mr.  POLK  explained,  that  the  addition  was 
authorized  by  the  act  of  1818. 

Mr.  DICKSON  referred  to  lines  77  and  81, 
which  gave  good  reason  to  suppose  that  the  vote 
was  for  additional  clerkships  not  before  contem- 
plated. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  says  that,  if  all  those  appropriations 
are  stricken  out,  the  business  of  the  departments 
must  stop  ;  and  mentions  particularly  the  ap- 
propriations of  $5,000  for  the  payment  of  addi- 
tional clerks  in  the  office  of  the  commissioner  of 
pensions.  And  he  says  if  that  appropriation 
is  not  made,  the  old  soldier's  applications  could 
not  be  decided;and  their  pension  certificates  must 
be  delayed.  And  why  delayed  ?  I  find  from  the 
report  of  the  commissioner  of  pensions,  made  at 
the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  there 
had  been  30,625  applications  for  pensions,  of 
which  24,549  had  been  decided;  4424  had  been 
returned  to  agents  or  claimants,  1,351  remained 
in  the  office  suspended  for  further  proof,  leaving 
only  three  hundred  cases  then  on  hand  for  deci- 
sion. I  submit  therefore  that  there  are  no  rea- 
sons for  an  increased  number  of  clerks  in  the 
pension  office. 

Mr.  Dickson  spoke  of  the  number  of  returned 
pension  cases,  that  is,cases  returned  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  further  information  with  res- 
pect to  the  claims  preferred.  There  claims 
were  in  number  4,425.  Now  there  was  reason 
to  believe,  that  of  these  there  were  many  which 
would  never  be  returned,  and  never  again  be  in 
possession  of  the  commissioner  of  the  pension 
department.  There  would,  in  all  probability,  be 
no  more  than  3,000  claims  remaining,  which  did 
not  amount  to  one-eighth  of  the  number  of  claims 
forwarded  to  the  bureau.  Now  is  it  not  appa- 
rent that  the  present  strength  of  the  department 
in  clerks  is  sufficient  to  complete  this  business, 
a  business  already  all  but  completed?  But  it 
might  be  presumed  there  were  other  motives,  it 
might  be  for  retaining  these  clerks,  of  which,  at 
this  time,  it  would  perhaps  be   premature  to 
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If  the  other  departments  of  the  administration 
should  be  inspected,  he  presumed  that  the  same 
would  be  found  to  be  the  case.  But  be  this  as 
it  may,  the  House  ought  not  to  hesitate  in  its 
course.  Let  the  emergency  be  ever  so  great, 
they  ought  not  to  create  offices  involving  an  ex- 
penditure of  $70,000  annually  without  the  fullest 
and  most  salisfactory  information.  He  submit- 
ted both  to  the  friends  and  the  opponents  of  the 
administration  the  propriety  of  separating  these 
creations  of  offices  from  the  ordinary  appropria- 
tion bills.  It  was  highly  necessary,  and  in  rela- 
tion to  this  part  of  the  subject,  he  must  be  per- 
mitted to  say,  that  appropriation  bills  were  gene- 
rally subjected  to  less  investigation  than  any 
other  bills.  He  regretted  this.  Precedents  also 
had  been  quoted  in  reference  to  this  vote;  but 
he  asked  whether  Congress  was  to  be  bound  in 
these  instances  by  precedents,  or  whether  Con- 
gress did  not  possess  the  power  of  correcting 
the  possible  errors  of  its  predecessors. 

He  adverted  next  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Brown, 
his  colleague,  which,  in  his  opinion,  left  the 
question  where  it  was,  or  indeed  even  more  objec- 
tionable. He  would  consent  to  leave  to  the  dis- 
crimination of  the  Secretary,  the  appointment  of 
officers;  but  it  was  requisite  the  House  should 
know  the  necessity  of  the  appointment.  He 
would  propose  to  strike  out  the  clause,  in  order 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  might 
report  on  the  reason  for  its  insertion,  and  for  the 
creation  of  these  new  offices. 

Mr.  JARVIS  was  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
preferable  to  limit  the  discussion  to  the  question 
immediately  under  consideration,  and  not  to  ex- 
tend it  through  all  the  departments.  He  was  in 
favor  of  the  appropriation  on  the  ground  of  the 
advantages  which  would  accrue  from  the  due 
arrangement  of  the  papers  and  documents  in  the 
public  archives. 

Mr.  LINCOLN,  of  Mass.,said,that  he  had  not 
intended  to  trouble  the  House  upon  the  present 
occasion:  the  item  constituted  but  one  of  the  de 
tails  of  the  bill,  and  he  trusted  he  should  be  one 
of  the  last  to  throw  embarrassment  in  the  way  of 
any  supplies  which  were  requisite  to  the  due 
administration  of  the  Government.  His  relations 
had  been  such,  as  to  apprize  him  of  the  impor- 
tance of  adequate  supplies,  and  of  their  being 
granted  in  due  time.  But  there  were  reasons 
against  the  present  appropriation,  which  had 
not  been  adverted  to  by  any  of  the  gentlemen 
who  had  yet  addressed  the  House,  and  which 
had  so  much  force  upon  his  own  mind,  that  he 
could  not  consent  to  give  a  silent  vote.  He  trus 
ted  that  those  who  knew  his  past  political  course 
would  acquit  him  of  any  disposition  to  seek  popu- 
lar favor,  by  exciting  the  prejudices  of  the  people, 
or  conciliate  confidence  by  an  affected  regard  to 
economy.  He  cared  little  for  the  amount  of  mo- 
ney now  proposed  to  be  drawn  from  the  Treasu- 
ry, and  less  for  any  considerations  in  relation  to 
those  who  were  to  be. the  recipients  of  it.  But 
he  cared  much  for  the  reasons  and  inducements 
which  had  been  presented  for  the  action  of  the 
House.  Had  not  the  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  suggested  the  reasons 
he  had  done  for  this  requisition,  the  item  would 


scarcely  have  drawn  his  attention  sufficiently  to 
decide  upon  its  intrinsic  propriety  or  impropriety; 
but  the  reasons  offered  gave  the  appropriation  an 
importance  which  could  not  otherwise  belong  to  it. 
Thej  affected  the  character  of  men — the  memory 
of  the  dead;  and  the  honor  of  the  living.  What 
was  the  ground  on  which  this  additional  clerk* 
ship  was  urged?  It  was  none  other  than  the  ne- 
glience  and  unfaithfulness  of  the  predecessors  of 
the  present  incumbent  of  the  State  Department, 
from  the  time  of  the  institution  of  this  Govern- 
ment, till  the  present  moment.  No  discrimina- 
tion had  been  made  as  to  the  individuals.  But 
the  broad  ground  taken  was,  that  the  Secretary, 
who  had  recently  come  into  office,  had  found  the 
papers  of  his  Department  in  utter  confusion.-— 
Could  a  charge  of  this  kind  be  made  against  one 
of  the  Departments  of  this  Government,  without 
in  folving  a  reproach  to  the  public  officers,  under 
whose  superintendence  such  gross  and  abomina- 
ble neglect  had  been  suffered  to  exist  and  to 
eontinue.  When  reasons  like  these  were  given 
for  an  appropriation,  he  would  neirer  vote  for  it 
until  some  examination  was  had.  The  papers 
were  alleged  to  be  in  utter  confusion.  But  had 
it  not  been  the  duty  of  former  Secretaries  of  State 
to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  such  a  state  of  things 
as  it  was  of  the  present  Secretary  to  reduce  the 
records  to  record  and  order?  There  was  an  al- 
ternative which  he  would  present  to  gentle- 
men. 

The  papers  said  to  be  in  this  condition,  were 
either  of  an  important  character,  or  of  little  va- 
lue. If  they  were  important,  then  a  heavy 
charge  was  implied  against  the  predecessors  of 
the  present  Searetary.  If  they  were  of  so  much 
consequence  that  it  was  worth  $1,400  to  have 
them  put  in  order,  then  they  were  certainly  too 
important  to  have  been  thus  neglected.  But  if 
the  papers  were  of  little  value,  then  one  thous- 
and four  hundred  dollars  was  too  much  to  throw 
away  upon  such  an  object.  Gentlemen  might 
take  either  branch  of  this  alternative  which  suit- 
ed them  best.  But  Mr.  L.  should  certainly  not 
sanction  the  appropriation  without  farther  proof 
of  the  facts  of  the  case.  It  might  be  said  that 
the  Secretary  was  not  personally  answerable  for 
this  state  of  things,  inasmuch  as  it  was  the  fault 
of  his  clerks,  over  whom  he  had  not  that  close  o- 
versight  which  required  hispersonal  examination 
into  the  manner  in  which  they  discharged  their 
duty.  But  Mr.  L.  did  not  so  understand  the 
responsibilities  of  this  officer.  Every  officer  at 
the  head  of  a  Department  or  Bareau,  like  the 
great  exemplar  at  the  head  of  the  National  Go- 
vernmeat,  was  bound  to  see  that  the  laws  were 
faithfully  executed;  and,  if  his  clerks  were  so 
remiss  in  their  duty  that  the  archives  of  the 
Government  were  scattered  about  the  halls  or 
thrown  into  flour  barrels,  and  stowed  away  in 
cellars  and  garrets,  they  were  responsible  for 
this  to  him  as  he  certainly  was  to  the  country  g 
Presuming,  therefore ,  that  most  culpable  ne- 
glect was  imputed  to  the  predecessors  of  the 
present  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  L.  asked  whe- 
ther that  House  would  sanction  such  a  charge 
without  inquiry.  Who  were  these  predecessors.' 
Did  gentlemen  remember  that  list  of  illustrious 
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ten  who  had  filled  that  office  before  the  pres- 
nt  incumbent?  Would  gentlemen  rashly  lay 
ich  a  charge  at  their  door?  Would  it  not  be 
lore  charitable  to  suppose  that  the  present  Se- 
retary  had  been  misled  by  false  information? 
Tie  Secretary  said  that,  when  he  came  into  of- 
ice,  he  found  the  publ  c  archives  in  this  state 
f  utter  confusion.  Who,  Mr.  L.  asked,  had 
hrown  them  into  it?  At  what  period  of  the 
government  did  it  happen?  Under  the  imntedi 
jite  predecessor  of  the  present  incumbent,  or 
luring  the  superintendence  of  the  distinguished 
ndividual  who  now  presided  in  the  other  branch 
>f  the  Legislature?  Could  it  be  true  that  that 
lighly  distinguished  individual  had  been  less  vi- 
gilant in  searching  for  the  lost  records  of  the 
Bovemment?  Or  was  he  less  faithful  in  coming 
to  the  House  for  such  an  appropriation  as  was 
now  asked?  If  the  papers  were  in  such  a  state 
now,  werej  they  not  so  in  his  day  ?  And  how 
was  it  to  be  accounted  for,  that  a  person  who 
w»m  so  pre-eminently  the  object  of  the  people's 
raver  and  confidence,  either  did  not  observe  the 
fact,  or  observing,  had  failed  to  proclaim  it?  Or 
did  the  blame  go  still  further  back?  Did  it 
reach  another  distinguished  member  of  the  Se- 
nate ,  who  now  occupies  a  prominent  position 
in  that  body? .if  Or  did  it  extend  to  a  distinguish- 
ed colleague  of  his,  now  occupying  a  seat  on 
(his  floor?  whose  vigilance,  industry,  and  fideli- 
ty in  every  trust  confided  to  him  had  been  as 
exemplary  as  ever  would  be  equalled  by  any  of 
those  who  had  followed,  or  would  follow  him. 

Whence  was  this  vaunting,  by  every  officer  of 
the  present  administration,  from  its  distinguished 
head  downward  ?  How  did  it  happen  that  such 
great  defects  and  negligences  and  errors 
had  been  committed  by  the  predecessors 
of  all  of  them,  and  were  to  be  cured 
by  their  own  infallibility  ?  So  it  had  been  pro- 
claimed. The  memory  of  the  dead  and  the  char- 
acter of  the  living  had  been  again  and  again  as- 
sailed, in  order  to  give  credit,  in  anticipation,  to 
new  men,  for  services  which  were  yet  to  be  ren- 
dered. These  were  words  of  truth  and  sober- 
ness. In  almost  every  department,  the  very  first 
note  heard  had  been  the  denunciation  of  their 
predecessors.  How  had  it  been  in  the  Post 
Office  Department  ?  Had  it  not  been  said  that 
Mr.  McLean  had  left  its  affairs  in  a  deranged 
■tate?  That  the  accounts  had  been  wrongly 
kept  and  falsely  stated  ?  and  that  it  was  for  the 
present  incumbent  to  introduce  order  and  reform? 
All  this  had  been  proclaimed  again  and  again. 
It  was  time  that  a  stop  should  be  put  to  these 
complaints.  It  was  time  that  some  forbearance 
should  be  exercised,  and  some  respect  preserved, 
for  the  character  of  their  predecessors  in  office. 
It  was  time  that  the  incumbents  should  put  their 
claims  to  confidence  rather  ».n  the  score  of  servi- 
ces of  their  own,  than  on  the  imputation  of  faults 
on  those  who  had  gone  before  them.  Mr.  L.  did 
not  understand  this  mode  of  acquiring  the  popu- 
lar confidence.  If  the  Secretary  of  State  wanted 
a  clerk,  let  him  say  so,  without  giving  reason 
which  involved  reflection  upon  his  predecessors. 
It  was  gratuitous.  It  was  uncalled  for.  It  was 
ungenerous  in  the  extreme. 


This  was  all  Mr.  L.  had  intended  to  urge 
when  he  had  first  risen,  but  it  was  really  so  re- 
freshing to  find  one's  self  upon  the  floor  un- 
trammelled by  rules  which  nobody  seemed  to 
understand,  and  freed  from  that  bondage  by 
which  every  man  was  chained  down  to  the 
floor,  that  he  could  not  refuse  to  avail  himself 
of  the  occasion  to  urge  some  further  objections 
which  he  had  against  the  present  item,  and 
others  of  the  like  kind  in  this  bill.  He  was  a- 
gainst  the  whole  of  them.  And  before  he  voted 
one  dollar  for  such  objects,  he  would  first  be 
satisfied  that  they  were  needed.  He  was  a- 
gainst  granting  this  1400  dollars.  He  was  told 
that  it  was  wholly  unnecessary.  What  had  the 
House  heard  ?  They  had  been  informed  that, 
while  some  of  the  clerks  had  been  very  diligent, 
there  were  others  who  did  not  perform  as  much 
service  as  might  reasonably  be  demanded  of 
them.  Mr.  L.  was  for  equalizing  the  burdens. 
Take  the  work  from  those  who  had  too  much, 
and  give  it  to  those  who  had  too  little.  Let 
one  of  those  Committees,  of  whose  existence  he 
had  yesterday  heard  for  the  first  time,  proceed 
to  the  department,  examine  the  state  of  facts, 
and  make  their  report  to  the  House  as  the  Com- 
mittee of  Retrenchment  had  done.  Let  them 
inform  the  House  and  the  nation  if  there  were 
not  some  drones  among  the  bees.  And,  if  such 
was  the  fact,  let  such  clerks  be  set  to  work  to 
arrange  these  papers.  But,  if  the  object  could 
not  be  accomplished  by  this  arrangement  of 
equalization,  then  Mr.  L.  had  another  objection. 
There  were  enougk  in  all  conscience  of  politi- 
cal pensioners  upon  the  public  bounty.  There 
were  cormorants  enough  preying  on  the  vitals 
of  the  people.  There  could  be  no  need  of  mul- 
tiplying them  still  further.  There  were  quite 
enough  of  men  in  office  whose  motto  was,  that 
official  salaries  were  the  spoils  of  victory.  He 
should  take  care  how  he  voted  to  multiply 
them.  He  had  been  taught  this  lesson  else- 
where. He  had  learned  it  from  gentlemen 
with  whom  he  did  not  agree  in  political  senti- 
ment. The  conviction  had  years  ago  been 
forced  upon  his  mind  that,  if  there  was  any  er- 
ror in  the  practical  administration  of  this  Go- 
vernment, it  was  in  giving  place,  not  employ- 
ment, to  too  many  individuals.  The  cry  had 
been  raised  thioughout  the  land,  that  the  Go- 
vernment  was  corrupt;  and  that  there  were 
hosts  of  officers  without  employment. 

There  was  a  multiplication  of  offices,  but  was 
there  any  multiplication  of  the  labors  to  be  per- 
formed? Could  there  be  any  question  that  't 
was  their  duty  to  inquire  how  far  it  comported 
with  the  genius  of  our  Government,  and  the 
spirit  and  expectations  of  the  people,  that  that 
House  should  go  on  to  increase  the  number  of 
public  officers,  with  a  view  to  any  service  th;  C 
was  not  absolutely  indispensable?  If  the  work 
of  the  department  had  been  neglected  for 
years  past,  this  was  not  the  time  to  bring  it  up. 
Let  gentlemen  wait  a  little.  In  a  very  few 
months  they  would  find  that  labor  would  be 
cheaper;  that  clerks  might  be  obtained  at  a  low- 
er rate;  that  a  little  reform  might  be  introduced 
by  turning  out  some  of  the  Clerks  at  high  mI»- 
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ries,  and  bringing  in  others  at  a  lower  compen- 
sation. By  such  arrangement,  the  public  work 
would  be  better  done,  and  honest  men  would 
be  better  fed.  This  was  no  time  to  increase 
the  expenditures  of  the  Government.  He  had 
some  evidence  to  adduce  on  this  subject,  and 
which  went  to  shew  that  there  were  facts  to 
justify  him  in  opposing  alt  unnecessary  expen 
ditures.  There  were  substantial  reasons  to  fear 
that  the  public  revenue  would  soon  prove  inad- 
equate to  the  public  expenditures.  The  ex- 
penses of  this  Government,  from  the  time  when 
it  had  heen  discovered  to  be  corrupt  to  the  pres 
ent  time,  had  advanced  nearly  two  fold;  in  some 
of  the  departments  which  were  formerly  sour. 
cesof  revenue,  there  were  now  heavy  debts  an ! 
liabilities.  He  would  instance  only  one.  At 
the  time  Mr.  McLean  had  left  the  Post  Office, 
its  revenue  exceeded  its  expenditure}  and,  ac- 
cording to  his  own  statement,  there  was  a  bal- 
lapce  in  its  favor  of  289.000  dollars;  but  at  this 
time,  according  to  the  admission  of  the  Depart- 
ment itself,  the  balance  was  230,000  dollars  the 
other  way,  and  it  was  conceded  by  its  advocates 
to  be  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  debt  for 
borrowed  money .  How  ihal  debt  was  to  be 
paid,  might  become  a  subject  of  grave  consid- 
eration with  those  gentlemen  in  the  House  who 
contended  for  strict  construction  of  the  Con 
stitution. 

Mr.  L.  knew  of  no  clause  in  that  instrument 
which  would  warrant  any  department  of  the 
Government  in  borrowing  money  from  banks; 
and  it  would  comport  with  the  system  of  ethics 
to  which  most  political  men  reconciled  their 
consciences,  to  say,  that  those  who  had  trusted 
the  department,  without  authority,  must  look 
to  it  for  remunerarion,  without  seeking  for  the 
interposition  of  the  authority  of  that  Ho.ise. 
The  debt,  however,  must  be  paid;  and  it  mu-t 
come  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  coun'ry.  There 
was  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  debts  of 
that  department  to  mail  contractors  exceeded 
one  million  of  dollars;  so  that,  instead  of  a  rev- 
enue of  between  one  and  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  we  had  in  its  place  a  debt  of  a  million. 
While  the  revenue  was  thus  diminished,  the  li- 
abilities of  the  Government  had  been  greatly, 
unexpectedly  and  unjustifiably  augmented.  And 
what  means  had  we  to  meet  these  demands? 
Would  the  people  be  willing  to  submit  to  direct 
taxation?  He  trusted  that  no  gentleman  propo- 
sed to  resort  to  such  an  expedient.  The  object 
could  only  be  effected  by  a  retrenchment  of 
useless  expenditures,  by  economy  in  the  dis- 
bursement of  the  public  money,  and  by  for- 
bearing to  increase  the  burdens  already  impo- 
sed upon  the  people.  The  people  had  no 
means  of  meeting  any  increased  demands.  In 
confirmation  of  the  truth  of  this  statement,  it 
might  be  proper  for  him  to  advert  to  one  or 
wo  facts  which  had  come  to  his  knowledge  in 
the  last  twenty-four  hours.  He  should  say  noth- 
ing on  the  depressed  state  of  the  country,  gen- 
erally, the  embarrassments  which  had  been 
cast  upon  all  commercial  pursuits,  and  the  total 
discouragement  of  all  enterprise.  These  were] 
topics  so  long  dwelt  upon,  that  they  were  al-i 


most  exhausted,  both  in  proof  and  in  argument 
He  would  merely  state  one  fact,  which  went  to 
show  how  cautious  they  ought  to  be  in  need- 
lessly expending  the  moneyof  their  constituents. 
A  letter  bad  that  morning  been  received  from 
the  town  of  Massillon,  in  Ohio,  from  an  indi- 
vidual  whose  character  he  was  told  was  highly 
respectable.  The  letter  stated  that  wheat  wag 
then  selling  at  fifty  cents  the  bushel;  and  that 
Urge  quantities  of  flour  were  in  vain  seeking  a 
market  at  two  dollars  and  a  half  per  barrel. 

But  this  fact,  astounding  as  it  was,  was  of 
small  consequence,  in  comparison  to  another  in 
immediate  connexion  with  it,  and  that  was,  that 
one  half  the  boats  on  the  Ohio  Canal  would  not 
run  this  season  from  actual  want  of  money  to 
start  them. 

Such  was  the  state  of  the  West;  and,  that  it 
might  have  its  full  effect,  the  facts  he  had  stated 
in  connexion  with  yet  another,  might  pos- 
sibly surprise  many  of  those  who  heard  it;  that 
some  portion  of  that  Ohio  flour  passed,  in  pros- 
perous times,  into  the  interior  of  Massachusetts. 
Mr  L.  believed  that  he  had  eaten  Ohio  flour  at 
his  own  home.  And  he  had  before  him  a  docu- 
ment which  would  show,  that,  in  the  small 
town  of  Worcester,  an  inconsiderable  village,  far 
inland,  situated  on  a  very  diminutive  stream, 
there  had  been,  by  the  means  of  so  mueh  of  that 
stream  as  could  be  spared  from  the  operation  of 
machinery,  imported  the  astonishing  amount  of 
ten  thousand  barrels  of  flour  and  seventeen  thou- 
sand bushels  of  corn,  during"  the  last  year. 
The  transportation  of  produce  into  that  town,  in 
small  boats,  amounted  in  all  to  more  than  seven- 
teen thousand  tons,  consisting  chiefly  of  the  agri- 
cultural products  of  the  southern,  western,  and 
middle  States.  Not  only  grain,  but  pork  was 
brought  from  the  West,  for  they  eat  not  only  the 
bread,  but  the  meat  also  of  Ohio,  while  from  the 
same  channels  they  received  the  cotton  of  the 
South.  These  channels,  it  was  true,  were  not 
dried  up.  No  ;  the  provideace  of  God  had  been 
more  kind  than  that,  but  they  had  been  blocka- 
ded—they had  been  embargoed— they  had  been 
subjected  to  an  effectual  non-intercourse.  The 
people  could  get  neither  their  usual  supplies,  nor 
their  accustomed  means  of  paying  for  them.  He 
stated  these  facts,to  show  that  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  people  of  this  country  was  such  as  to 
disable  them  from  enduring  an  increase  of  bur- 
dens. 

[Mr.  Parker  here  inquired  of  the  Chairman 
whether  the  gentleman  was  in  order. 

The  Chairman  replied  that  he  was  not  aware 
that  the  gentleman  had  transgressed  any  rule  of 
order,  but  if  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey 
would  po  nt  out  wherein,  the  Chair  would  decide. 
Mr.  Parker  did  not  press  his  objections,  and 
Mr.  Lincoln  resumed.] 

He  said  that  none  could  be  more  sensible  of 
the  value  of  order  than  he  was.  None  more 
willing  to  receive  admonition  from  members 
more  experienced  than  himself,  or  to  submit 
with  greater  deference  to  the  chastenings  of 
the  Chair.  He  trusted  he  should  be  among  the 
last  on  that  floor  to  exhibit  any  contumacious 
spirit.    But  when  he  voted  to  refuse  so  small  » 
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sum  as  $1400  to  one  of  the  departments,  he  felt 
himself  bound  to  give  some  good  reason  for  so 
doing.  He  was  endeavoring  to  give  his  rea- 
son*, and  to  show  that  as  the  people  had  but 
little  money  for  their  own  necessities,  so  they 
had  other  uses  for  it,  of  more  pressing  impor- 
tartee,  than  in  the  establishment  of  new  clerk- 
ships. The  House  had  seen  what  was  the  state 
of  ihe  agricultural  interest;  and,  in  relation  to 
that  of  manufacturers,  he  would  beg  leave  to 
quote  a  recent  statement,  v.  hich  went  to  show, 
that  in  one  neighborhood  in  his  State,  sixteen 
Cotton  Mills  had  entirely  stopped,  or  received 
orders  to  stop,  on  the  first  of  next  month;  by 
which  28,300 spindles  would  be  Ihrown  out  of 
operation,  and  1850  laborers  dismissed  from 
the  employment  by  which  they  had  earned 
their  daily  bread.  Was  not  this  a  fact  which 
went  to  the  point  of  his  argument?  Did  it  not 
■how  that  it  was  important  to  husband  the  mo- 
ney of  the  people?  Mr.  L.  feared  he  should  be 
obliged  to  go  for  the  reduction  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  trom  Ohio,  (Mr.  Vanck)  in  his  own 
compensation — a  calamity  which  was  certainly 
very  unexpected  when  he  had  come  to  this 
place,  but  a  measure  which  the  necessity  of  the 
times  seemed  lo  require.  And  he  ftared 
further,  that  he  should  be  obliged  to  suggest 
another  amendment  to  this  bdl  from  the  pecu- 
liar aspect  of  a  late  decision  upon  his  friends 
and  himself;  forty  of  whom  had,  by  the  vote  ot 
the  House,  been  thrown  out  of  a  situation  to 
express  their  sentiments  on  that  floor.  It  had 
been  determined,  that  a  Comnvttec  of  Inquiry 
should  go  forth,  to  ascertain  in  what  places  the 
money  appropriated  by  this  bill  should  be  de- 
posited. 

He  expected  that  tbat  committee  would  shortly 
determine,  and  delight  the  House  by  a  report, 
that  their  careful  and  sedulous  inquiry,  had  re- 
sulted in  the  unanticipated  discovery,  that  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  concerning  which 
that  committee  at  present,  of  course,  knew  little 
or  nothing,  since  they  were  sent  to  inquire  into 
its  condition,  turned  out  to  be  a  perfectly  safe 
place  of  depositc  for  the  public  moneys,  and  was 
on  every  ground  worthy  of  being  rechartered, 
and,  therefore,  that  one  of  the  resolutions  which 
had  been  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  adopted  by  the  House,  in  which  it 
was  declared  that  the  deposites  should  continue 
in  the  State  banks,  ought  to  be  rescinded.  And, 
on  this  presumption,  his  amendment  would  pro- 
pose that,  after  the  words  "any  meney  in  the 
Treasury,"  there  should  be  inserted  the  following 
additional  clause:  "and  depositkd  in  the  Bank 
or  the  United  States."  To  such  an  amend 
^nent  he  should  anticipate  the  consent  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Waysand  Means, 
and  to  the  members  of  this  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  because  if  the  result  of  the  inquiry  now 
to  be  instituted  by  gentlemen  who  were  unques- 
tionably without  any  bias  in  the  case,  should 
show  thatt  ho  bank  in  this  great  issue  between 
the  country  and  itself,  should  be  able  to  sustain 
the  plea  of  not  guilty,  and  that  committee,  aa  an 
impartial  jury,  should  return  their  verdict  against 
the  charge  which  had  been  preferred,  then  all 


would  agree  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  a  proper  place  for  the  custody  of  the  pub- 
lic deposites. 

It  appeared  to  him  that  before  the  House  made 
any  appropriation,  they  should  decide  whether  the 
money  appropriated  was  to  be  taken  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  from  the  State 
banks.  Mr.  L.  added  that  if  he  should  be  con- 
strained to  move  such  an  amendment,  he  hoped 
his  doing  so  would  not  be  attributed  to  any  pur- 
pose of  delay.  He  trusted  that  the  investigat- 
ing committee  would  be  prompt  and  diligent  in 
the  performance  of  their  task,  and  that  they  would 
be  able  speedily  to  report  to  the  House  that  there 
existed  no  fraud  or  corruption  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  bank,  and  that,  in  consequence  of 
such  report,  the  amendment  would  be  adopted. 

The  question  was — On  the  motion  to  insert  a 
clause  in  the  Appropriation  Bill  providing  for 
an  additional  Clerk  for  one  year  in  the  State 
Department. 

Mr.  HA  WES  contended,  that  the  additional 
salary  for  clerk  hire,  was  made  during  the  time 
the  gentleman  who  now  opposed  this  clause, 
was  at  the  head  of  the  Department  of  State. 
Mr.  H.  then  went  into  a  defence  of  the  Postnw- 
ter  General,  as  to  the  alleged  deficit  in  the 
Post  Office  accounts.  It  was  not  to  that  offi- 
cer, but  to  the  members  on  that  floor,  that  the 
blame  was  attributable,  of  the  deficit  in  the 
Post  office  Department.  It  was  occasioned  by 
a  compliance  with  their  entreaties  for  extra 
m»ils,  and  additional  facilities  of  conveyance. 
After  replying  to  some  remarks  which  had  fall- 
en from  a  member  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Lincoln,)  Mr.H.  concluded  by  expressing  his 
opinion  in  favor  of  the  additional  clerkship. 

Mr.  WARD  said,  that  he  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose of  submitting  a  single  remark  on  the  sub- 
ject under  consideration,  with  the  view  of  ma- 
king the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts acquainted  with  the  fact,  that  the  subject 
in  relation  to  arranging  and  making  indexes  to 
the  archives  in  the  Department  of  State,  was 
submitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in 
the  first  instance,  by  Mr.  Livingston,  the  late 
Secretary  of  State,  in  compliance  with  a  call 
made  upon  him  by  this  House,  and  not  by  the 
present  Secretaiy  of  State,  as  that  honorable 
gentleman  supposes. 

Mr.  W.  said,  that  a  resolution  was  introduced 
into  this  H"U8e,  some  two  or  three  years  ago, 
according  to  the  be>t  of  his  recollection,  he  did 
not  remember  the  precise  date,  requiring  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  such  a  measure.  That  the 
committee  thereupon  addressed  letters  to  the 
Heads  of  Departments,  requesting  their  opin- 
ions upon  the  subject.  In  answer  thereto,  they 
gave  it  as  their  deliberate  opinion  that  such  a 
measure  was  absolutely  necessary. 

That,  at  that  time,  the  sum  of  $6,000  was  in 
6erted  in  the  appropriation  bill,  to  be  applied  to 
that  object,  which,  as  was  stated  yesterday  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Everett,)  was  lost  in  the  Senate,  by  reason 
of  one  of  the  members  of  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  had  been  referred,  having  moved  to 
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strike  it  out,  under  the  impression  that  the  same 
item  of  appropriation  was  twice  inserted  in  the 
same  bill.  He  said,  he  had  no  doubt  but  that 
the  Secretary  of  State  was  induced,  from  that 
circumstance,  to  ask  for  the  appropriation  at  this 
time,  and  he  considered  that  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Lincoln)  had 
done  great  injustice  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  by 
observing  that  he  had  cast  a  reflection  upon  his 
predecessors  in  office,  in  his  letter  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  which  had  been 
read.  That  letter  does  not  cast  the  slightest  re- 
proach upon  any  of  the  gentlemen  who  have 
heretofore  filled  that  high  office,  and  the  distin- 
guished gentleman  now  at  the  head  of  the  De- 
p  artment  of  State,  is  incapable  of  making  such 
a  charge  against  any  individual 

The  attention  of  the  late  Secretary  of  State 
was  drawn  to  this  subject  more  particularly  in 
consequence  of  the  act  of  the  5th  of  May,  1833, 
which  authorized  the  publication  of  the  Diplo- 
matic Correspondence  from  178$  to  1789,  and 
which  by  a  recent  resolution  of  this  House  is  di- 
rected to  be  distributed.  The  voluminous  pa- 
pers from  which  the  selections  were  made,  had 
been  deposited  in  the  garret  rooms  of  the  De- 
partment of  State  in  files,  once  arranged  and  la- 
belled ;  but  from  accidents  and  removals,  the  re- 
searches of  historians,  and  the  mistakes  or  neg- 
lect of  those  who  from  time  to  time  had  access  to 
the  pap  ers,  in  restoring  them  to  the  proper  files, 
a  perfect  scene  of  confusion  existed,  and  no  man 
living  could  tell  what  papers  were  in  the  garret 
rooms  or  what  were  missing.  They  were  there 
fore  obliged  to  open  every  bundle  of  papers,  with 
little  regard  to  their  labels,  and  from  the  vast 
mass  to  select  every  thing,  which  bore  upon  the 
diplomacy  of  the  country  for  that  period. 

During  the  progress  of  this  work  an  act  of 


of  claims  growing  out  of  the  Revolutionary  con . 
test,  were  reported  or  decided  upon,  and  some 
of  which  are  kept  alive  to  the  present  day.  There 
is  no  record,  nor  are  there  duplicates  of  those 
papers. 

By  arranging  these  papers,  and  binding  them 
in  volumes,  with  suitable  indexes,  they  will  be 
preserved  to  future  generation.  Several  to- 
lumes  have'  been  so  arranged;  but  if  the  remain* 
der  are  left  as  they  now  are,  a  few  years  more 
must  ensmre  their  decay  and  entire  loss. 

The  hon.  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Lincoln,)  seems  to  think  that  our  finances 
are  not  in  a  situation  to  warrant  this  expendi- 
ture. This  objection,  a  few  years  ago,  might 
have  been  urged  with  some  force,  when  we 
were  indebted  a  hundred  millions  of  dollars, 
but  the  expenditure  of  the  small  sum  of  1,400 
dollars,  now  that  the  debt  is  extinguished,  for 
an  object  so  laudable,  and  which  all  admit  to 
be  necessary ,  can  carry  but  little  weight  with 
it. 

The  objection  against  its  being  inserted  in  the 
appropriation  bill,  might  have  been  urged  with 
great  plausibility,  if  this  had  been  the  first  time 
appropriations  had  been  made  in  this  manner  j 
but  as  similar  provisions  have  been  inserted  in 
most  of  the  appropriation  bills  heretofore  pass- 
ed, Mr.  W.  said  he  should  therefore  record  his 
vote  in  favor  of  it. 

He  said  be  would  take  this  occasion  to  ob- 
serve, that  he  regretted  that  gentlemen  should 
in  the  course  of  their  remarks  upon  almost 
every  question  before  Congress,  deem  it  neces- 
sary to  cast  reflections  upon  New  York — a  State 
which  he  was  proud  to  call  his  native  State, 
and  one  which  he  had  the  honor,  in  part,  to 
represent.  In  the  remarks  made  in  the  House 
yesterday,  by  the  honorable   gentlemen  from 


Congress  was  passed  authorizing  the  publication  Indiana,  (Mr.  Ewing,)  he  stated,  in  answer  to 


of  the  Documentary  History  of  the  United  States, 
which  will  embrace  a  large  proportion  of  the  Re- 
volutionary papers.  These  must  be  selected  and 
prepared  for  the  press.  A  contract  has  been 
made  with  Messrs.  Clark  &  Force,  by  the  late 
Secretary  of  State,  to  edit  and  publish  the  work, 
and  unless  the  proper  documents,  most  of  which 
are  now  in  the  Department  of  State,  are  ar- 
ranged or  put  in  some  order,  the  work  cannot 
progress  with  the  required  facility  ;and  the  papers 
old  and  worn  as  they  now  are,  will  sustain  great 
damage  without  the  contemplated  arrangement 
and  binding  up  in  volumes.  Among  these  pa- 
pers, transcripts  of  which  are  now  required  for 
the  Documentary  History,  are  comprised  not  only 
the  letters  of  the  officers  and  agents  of  the  go- 
vernment, civil  and  military,  but  a  mass  of  other 
papers  of  infinite  importance  to  the  finances  of 
ths  country.  The  Reports  of  all  the  various 
Committees  of  Congress  from  1775  to  1789  on 
public  affairs,  and  upon  the  applications  of  indi- 
viduals, of  which  there  is  no  record,  and  except- 
ing a  few  printed  reports,  nothing  exists  but 
the  original  drafts  of  the  Reports  of  those  Com- 
mitttees.  Of  the  same  character  are  the  Letters 
and  Reports  of  the  Board  of  War,  Letters  and 


some  observation  made  Dy  his  worthy  colleague, 
(Mr.  Cambrxleng,)  that  he  presumed  the  ap- 
propriation was  intended  fir  some  clerk  to  be 
appointed  from  New  York  ;  for  that  State,  he 
said,  came  in  for  all  the  "loaves  and  fishes," 
which  might  account,  he  said,  for  his  (Mr. 
Cambreleng's,)  being  in  favor  of  it. 

[Here  Mr.  Ewing  explained.] 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  could  not  believe  that 
the  remarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
been  made  in  any  spirit  of  unkindness  towards 
that  State;  but  Mr.  W.  said,  as  he  was  in  favor 
of  the  appropriation,  he  felt  himself  called  upon 
to  disclaim  being  governed  by  any  such  consi- 
derations, and  he  believed  that  his  honorable 
colleagues  were  as  free  from  any  bias  of  the 
kind  as  himself. 

Mr.  W.  said,  that  during  the  present  discus- 
sion, he  had  ascertained  from  the  "Blue  Book" 
an  official  publication  of  the  Department  of 
State,  and  which  contains  a  register  of  all  offi- 
cers and  agent*,  civil,  military,  and  naval,  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  which,  in 
conformity  with  a  joint  resolution,  is  transmit- 
ted biennally  to  Congress,  the  remarkable  fact, 
that  the  number  of  persons  in  office  at  the  Seat 


Reports  of  the  Board  of  Treasury, and  of  the  Su-  of  Government  from  the  great  State  of  New 
perintendant  of  Finance,  wherein  a  multiplicity  I  York,  does  not  exceed  nine,  and  the  aggregate 
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of  their   salaries  $12,000.      The  officers  and 
clerks  now  employed  in    the  several   Depart- 
ment! at    Washington,   have  been   appointed 
from  the  respective  States,  as  follows  : 
From  Massachusetts,      ...         21 
New  Hampshire,        .        .        .10 
Connecticut,  ...        10 

Vermont,  ....       1 

Rhode  Island,         ...  1 

New  York,  ($12,000)        .      9 

New  Jersey,  ...         15 

Pennsylvania,  ....  45 
Maryland,  ....  97 
Delaware,  ....      7 

Virginia,  ....  53 
North  Carolina,  ...       5 

South  Carolina,      ...  3 

Georgia, 3 

Kentucky,     ....  6 

Tennessee,  ....  3 
Ohio, 


It  is ,  therefore,  manifest,  from  this  statement, 
that  the  State  of  New  York,  which  contains 
nearly  one-sixth  of  the  whole  population  of  the 
United  States,  and  which  pays  into  the  Treasu- 
ry more  than  one  half  of  the  revenue  of  the 
Government,  has  not  a  fair  proportion  of  its 
citizens  in  office,  and  instead  of  being  censura- 
ble and  obnoxious  to  the  charge  made  against 
them  by  that  honorable  gentlemen,  have  just 
cause  of  complaint;  but  he  was  happy  to  see 
that  the  patriotic  and  intelligent  people  of  that 
State,  require  no  prompting  from  person  U  feel- 
ing,  or  party  consideration,  to  do  their  duty  lo 
their  State  and  to  their  country. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  New  York  said,  that  the 
amendment  which  he  yesterday  had  the  honor 
to  submit  to  the  committee,  affected  merely  the 
language  of  the  clause;  it  did  not  touch  its  prin- 
ciples. As  he  felt  satisfied  that  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Bin- 
net,)  would  answer  the  purpose  as  well,he  would 
withdraw  his  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  accordingly  withdrawn. 
Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky   said,   that  in 
his  remarks  of  yesterday,  he  had  made  no  impu- 
tation on    any  one   which  did  not  equally  apply 
to  himself.      He  should  be  sorry  to  hurt  the  feel- 
ings of  any  one,  especially  those  of  the  honora- 
ble member  who  has  shown  himself  so  sensitive 
on  the  subject.     He  (Mr.  J.)  had  merely  spoken 
of  the  House  as  a  body, — because  he  felt  for  its 
character  and  honor  as  a  body,  what  his  col- 
league (Mr.  Hardin,)  had  said  as  to  the  labours 
of  members  of  Congress  was  true;  yet,  he  would 
say,  that  unless  they  get  along  with  public  busi- 
ness, and  get  away  in  due  time,  their  moral  influ- 
ence on  the  people  would   be  lost;  although  he 
was  opposed  to  any  law   to  suppress  debate,  yet 
when  he  thought  a  subject  had  been  sufficiently 
discussed,  he  was  compelled  to  vote,  however 
reluctantly,    for  the  previous  question.      They 
were  sent  there  for  a  two-fold  purpose — to  dis- 
cuss and  to  act.    With  regard  to  the  clerks  in  the 
departments  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  say,  that  a 
more  honorable  or  efficient  set  ef  men  did  not 
exist.    He  would  not  vote  for  the  reduction  of 
ft  tingle  cent  of  the  salaries  of  these  clerks 


With  regard  to  the  reduction  of  their  own  sala- 
ries, he  might  give  a  different  vote  though  he 
must  say  of  his  own  eight  dollars  a-day  he  car- 
ried away  a  very  small  surplus  from  this  city. 
As  to  the  subject  of  the  adjournment  of  Con- 
gress, he  did  not  think  it  improper  to  expresa  a 
hope  that  its  sitting  might  terminate  at  the  end 
of  the  usual  period  of  six  months.  By  fixing  a 
day  for  the  adjournment,  it  would  impel  them  to 
act,  instead  of  talking  so  much;  otherwise, 
imagining  they  had  the  whole  year  before  them, 
they  would,  in  the  language  of  the  honorable 
member  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Crocket,)  go 
ahead  to  the  end  of  the  year.  Mr.  J.  concluded 
by  expressing  himself  in  favor  of  the  clause. 

Mr.  McINTYRE  advocated,  and  Mr.  FOOT 
opposed  the  proposition. 

Mr.  CROCKETT  wanted  to  know  how  it 
happened  that  this  difficulty  about  the  papers 
had  never  been  found  out  before — in  the  old 
times— in  the  Prodigal's  times?  There  had 
been  a  great  talk  about  the  economy  of  this  ad- 
ministration, and  yet,  at  the  very  first  stroke, 
they  had  created  a  lundred  new  olerks — they 
had  reformed  out  all  the  old  faithful  servants  of 
the  Government,  some  with  grey  heads,  to 
make  room  for  partisans,  and  what  they  wanted 
in  quality,  they  must  make  up  in  quantity:  and 
this  they  called  Jackson  reform.  In  the  Prodi- 
gal's times,  the  expenses  of  the  Government 
had  been  thirteen  millions:  now  they  were  twen- 
ty-two millions.  He  could  not  stand  such  econ- 
omy. There  was  no  sense  in  it.  In  his  part 
of  the  country  it  would  not  even  be  called  good 
nonesense.  He  believed  they  had  clerksenough; 
he  was  for  making  no  new  ones.  The  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Hardih)  had  said  a 
good  deal  about  their  being  so  fat  and  sleek,  but 
to  him  they  looked  more  like  famine.  But  this 
was  the  consequence  of  letting  one  man  wield 
the  destinies  of  the  Government.  That  was 
not  what  our  fathers  shed  their  blood  for. 

Mr.  BINNEY  proposed  his  amendment  to 
strike  out  the  words  "preserving,"  and  insert, 
•'for  making  indexes  to." 

Mr.  POLK  said  he  hoped  this  amendment 
would  prevail,  as  it  was  only  meeting  the  views 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  HARPER,  of  Pa.,  and  Mr.  POLK,  mu- 
tually explained. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said,  he  hoped  the 
amendment  would  be  adopted.  He  desired  to 
correct  a  misconception  as  to  some  remarks 
which  he  had  made  the  previous  day.  What 
he  then  meant  to  say,  was,  that  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  the  members,  when  in  committee,  to 
give  to  the  subjects  brought  before  them  the 
same  full  attention  which  they  could  bestow  on 
them  when  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  BINNEY  was  adopt- 


ed. 

Mr.  CHILTON  proposed  another  amend- 
ment, in  substance,  to  provide  that  the  amount 
in  the  item  should  not  be  paid,  unless,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  duty  of 
the  clerks  could  not  be  performed  by  them  by 
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devoting  six  hours,  out  of  the  twenty-four  hours : 
in  each  day. 

Mr.  VINTON  remarked,  that  as  it  was  evident 
the  subject  could  not  then  be  disposed  of,  he 
would  move  that  the  committee  do  rise. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  ayes  72,  noes  88 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  CHILTON'S 
amendment. 

Mr.BARMNGERwas  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment  of  Mr.  Chiltow,  since  he  deemed  it  im- 
proper that  the  Secretary  of  State  should  be 
set  as  a  watch  over  his  clerks.  He  wished  a 
law  passed  that  would  radically  cure  the  evils 
complained,  but  he  did  not  desire  to  see  the 
House  legislate  in  this  small  way.  Mr.  B. 
said  it  was  notorious,  that  the  clerks  were  not 
fully  employed,  for  they  were  to  be  seen  every 
day  lounging  about  the  hall  of  the  House,  on 
the  avenue,  and  every  where,  but  where  they 
should  be — in  their  offices. 

Mr.  CHILTON  explained. 

The  amendment  of  Mr. CHILTON  was  then 
put  and  negatived. 

The  question  then  occurred  on  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Adams,  of  Mass., to  strike 
out  the  whole  of  the  clause. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  said,  the  alteration  in  the 
language  of  the  clause  proposed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Binney,)  had  not 
removed  one  of  his  (Mr.W's.)  objections,  which 
were  to  the  appropriation  itself.  He  should 
support  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  whole 
clause. 

Mr.  ADAMS  replied  at  considerable  length 
to  the  arguments  adduced  in  opposition  to  his 
motion. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  moved  that  the  committee 
rise. 

Mr.  POLK  opposed  it. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  yeas  68,  navs  90. 
After  which, 

The  question  then  being  put,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  ADAMS,  to  strike  out  the  14th,  15th, 
and  16th  lines;  the  motion  prevailed,  yeas  89, 
nays  70. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  pro- 
cess. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  April  10,  1834. 

Mr.  KANE,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  several  bills,  without 
amendment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Secretary  of"  War,  accompany- 
ing a  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Af- 
fairs, in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  3d  of  March  last,  in  relation  to  locations  of 
land  under  the  treaty  with  the  Choctaw  Indians. 
Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  had  been  referred  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Joel  Wright,  reported  it  without  a- 
ment. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Tench 
Ringfold,  reported  it  without  amendment.    The 


bill  was  read,  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 
Mr.  MANGUM  presented  a  memorial  from 
150  citizeus  of  Carrol  county,  N.  C.  disapproving 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  praying  their 
restoration.  They  complained  of  distress  and  em- 
barrassment, and  prayed  Congress  to  interpose. 
Mr.  M  said  it  was  a  very  respectable  county, 
and  there  was  great  unanimity  of  opinion  on  this 
subject.  He  moved  that  the  memorial  be  read, 
printed,  and  referred;  and  it  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  presented  a  memorial  from 
654  citizens  of  Gardiner,  in  the  State  of  Maine, 
complaining  of  much  inconvenience  in  the  money 
market,  and  a  prospect  of  greater,  and  praying 
the  establishment  of  a  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  S.  said,  the  number  of  signers  to  the  memo- 
rial was  greater  than  the  average  number  of  vo- 
ters of  both  parties,  and  that  he  took  great  plea- 
sure in  presenting  their  petition,  because  it  was 
expressed  in  respectful  language,  and  manifested 
a  regard  for  the  interests  of  the  country.  He 
moved  that  it  be  read,  referred,  and  printed; 
which  was  ordered  accordingly. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  POINDEXTER,  the  pa- 
per of  the  minority  of  the  Select  Committee  on 
the  Rhode  Island  Senatorial  election,  was  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  next. 

The  unfavorable  report  from  the  Committee 
of  Claims ,  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  Clark,  was 
taken  up  and  adopted. 

The  b  11  for  the  relief  of  John  McCartee,was  - 
read  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  question  of  its  indefinite  postponement, 
on  the  ground  that  the  proper  remedy  of  the 
petitioner,  for  damages  which  he  had  suffered, 
by  the  illegal  acts  of  individual  Government  of- 
ficers, was  a  resort  to  the  judicial  tribunals, 
was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  a  vote  of  11 
to  27. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  CLAYTON'S  resolution  for  calling  up 
petitions  and  memorials,  in  the  order  of  the 
States,  was  then  taken  up,  the  question  being 
on  the  substitute  offered  by  Mr.  Clay,  to  call 
first  for  petitions  and  memorials,  in  the  usual 
manner,  am!  then  for  reports  of  committees. 
Mr.  Clay's  substitute  was  adopted. 
The  bill  authorizing  a  change  in  the  sixteenth 
section  of  the  public  lands  in  several  States  and 
Territories,  for  the  benefit  of  schools,  was  read 
a  second  time,  aed  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  following  bills  were  read,  considered  in 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time : 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  James  Morrison. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  Capt. 
Paschal  Petman. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  nf  John  L.  Lobdell. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wilford  Gill 
On  motion  of  Mr.  EWING, 
The  Senate  adjourned. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 
Mr.  ASHLEY  from  the  Committee  on  Pub 
lie  Lmds,  reported  a  bill,  for  the  relief  of  Pe- 
ler  Alba  and  his  consignees;  which  was  twice 
read  and  commi't-d. 

Mr.  CHANEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Inva- 
lid  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph Meade,  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  CONNOR,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roa^9,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  rtpe  Senate  entitled  "an  act  author- 
izing the  Governor's  ot  the  several  States  to 
transmit  by  mail  certain  books  and  documents," 
report'  d  the  same  without  amendment,  and  the 
said  bill  was  committed  10  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHN  Q  ADAMS,  (by 
leave)  the  petition  of  Sonthey  Parker  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DEMING,  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  cases  of 
John  A.  Ripley,  Jeremiah  Klumph,  and  Lucy 
Keeler,  and  they  were  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee,  the 
bill  to  revive  and  amend  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  Insolvent  Debtors  of  the  United  States, 
passed  the  2nd  March,  1831,  and  an  addition 
thereto,  passed  on  the  14th  July,  1832, was  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  FOOT  on 
the  21st  of  January,  and  laid  on  the  table,  pro- 
posing the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to  re- 
vise tbe  rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  was  read 
considered  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FOOT,  Mr.  JOHN  Q.  ADAMS,  Mr. 
POLK,  Mr  BELL.of  Tennessee,  Mr.  WAYNE, 
Mr.  SPEIdHT.and  Mr.  SUTHERLAND, were 
appointed  a  Committee  in  pursuance  of  said  re- 
solution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHANEY, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  granting  to  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  a  quan- 
tity of  unsettled  lands,  in  the  counties  of  Fair- 
field,   Hocking,   Athens,  and  Washington,  for 
the  purpose  of  aiding  the  State  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Hocking  Valley  Rail  Road,  from  the 
town  of  Lancaster  through  said  counties,  to  the 
Ohio  River,  opposite  to  the  town  of  Parkins- 
burgh,  in  the  State  of  Virginia. 
On  mo  ion  of  Mr.  OSGOOD, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into    the    expediency   of  establishing   a   post 
route  from  the  town  of  Ipswich,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  through  Rowley,  New  Rowley, 
and  West  Bradford,  to  Haverhill, 
•n  motion  of  Mr.  SP ANGLER, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee   on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  has  been  re- 
ferred a  petition  praying  ferthe  establi«hment 
of  a  mail  route  from  Cambridge  in  Gurnsey 
Couuty,  Ohio,  through  Liberty  in  said  County  to 
Plainhcld  in  Coshocton  County,  Ohio,  be  instruc- 
ted to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extend- 
iag  said  proposed  mail  route  from  Plainfield  in 


sail  County  of  Coshocton,  to  Coshocton  in  the 
same  County. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HEATH, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
changing  the  present  custom  house  regulations 
in  relation  to  mortgages  of  vessels,  so  as  to  re- 
quire the  collector  of  the  several  ports  to  have 
recorded,  in  the  respective  custom  bouses,such 
papers  relating  to  vessels  as  may  be  deemed 
necessary  to  remedy  any  defect  that  now  exists, 
and  to  guard  purchasers  from  future  impositions 
should  they  be  xttempted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILDE, 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  this  House  do 
cause  t>  be  arranged  and  digested  the  returns  of 
the  different  State  banks  for  the  last  year,  so  far 
as  the  same  may  be  attainable,  and  that  they, 
together  with  the  abstracts  and  estimates  here- 
with submitted,  after  the  additions  and  calcula- 
tions thereof  are  verified,  under  the  direction  of 
said  clerks,  shall  be  printed  for  the  use  of  Con- 
gress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BYNUM, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making,  by  law,  the  port  of  Williamstown,  in 
the  State  of  N.  Carolina,  a  port  of  entry,  and 
provide  by  statute  for  the  appointment  of  an 
inspector  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRENNELL, 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  in  1S31,  in  favor  of  a 
passage  of  a  law  by  Congress,  for  the  more  per- 
fect organization  of  the  militia  of  the  several 
States,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Mi- 
litia, and  that  said  committee  be  directed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  exempting  from 
the  performance  ef  militia  service  as  soldiers,  in 
time  of  peace,  all  persons  under  21  and  over  55 
years  of  age. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OSGOOD, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  expediency  of 
erecting  a  pier  to  extend  from  Badges  Rocks  to 
Salisbury  Head,  near  the  mouth  of  Merrimack 
river,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

On  motion  of  Mr  DAY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  placing  the  names  William  Baden  and 
James  Harrington  on  the  roll  of  invalid  pen- 
sioners. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MARTINDALE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  and  report 
to  this  House  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what 
provision  ought  be  made  for  cleansing,  and 
keeping  clean  the  Pennsylvania  Avenue. 

Mr.  MILLER  moved  the  following,  which  was 
read  and  laid  on  the  table,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  granting  pensions  to  such  deceas- 
ed soldiers  of  the  Revolution  as  would,  if  living, 
be  entitled  to  the  benefits  ol  the  act  of  1832— 
Provided,  they  were  the  wives  of  said  soldiers 
at  any  time  they  were  in  service.    And  also,  to 
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inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  the  ben- 
efit of  said  act  to  those  who  were  engaged  in  the 
wagon  service  during  the  Revolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DENNY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judicia- 
ry be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  an  appropriation  to  aid  in  the  erec- 
tion of  suitable  buildings  at  Pittsburgh,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  U.  States  Court,  in  and 
for  the  Western  District  of  Pennsylvania. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BEAUMONT, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route 
from  the  borough  ef  Wilkesbarre,  by  the  way 
of  State  road,  to  Conyngham,  and  thence  to 
Tomaqua  in  Pennsylvania. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BURD, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  establishing  a  national  armory  in  the 
counties  of  Bedford,  Cambria  and  Huntington, 
Centre  or  Mifflin,  in  Pennsylvania,  as  to  said 
committee  may  appear  best. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WATMOUGII, 

Hesolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a 
public  hospital  at  Pittsburgh,  Penn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHN  ALLEN, 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  road 
from  Wright's  mills,  in  Jackson  county,  Va.  by 
the  way  of  Muse's  Bottom,  and  up  the  Ohio  ri- 
rerto  Bellville,  in  Wood  county,  Va. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  road 
from  Hereford's  Ferry,  in  Mason  county,  Va.  to 
Jackson  Court  House,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
passing  through  the  Sims  Creek  settlement. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  road 
from  Everton,  in  the  county  of  Lewis,  by  the 
way  of  the  mouth  of  Leading  creek  and  Stew- 
art's creek,  to  Charlestown,  in  the  county  of 
Kenhawa,  Virginia. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  road 
from  Huttonsville,  in  Randolph  county,  Va.  by 
the  way  of  Cloverlick  to  Huntersville ,  in  Po- 
cahontas county,  Va. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILSON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  extending,  for  a  further  term  of  five 
years,  the  half.pay  pensions  heretofore  granted 
by  the  act  of  the  16th  of  April,  181 6,  to  the 
widows  of  persons  killed,  or  who  died  in  the 
land  service  of  the  United  States,  during  the 
late  war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERCER, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi^ 


ency  of  prohibiting,  by  law,  the  sale  of  lottery 
tickets  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SPEIGHT, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route 
from  the  town  of  Newberry,  to  the  House  of, 
James  Riggs,  on  Bay  river,  in  the  county  of 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARR1NGER, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of-  • 
fice  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route  from 
Hillsboro,  by  Mount  Willing,  Rock  creek, 
Long's  mills,  to  Ashboro',  in  Randolph  county, 
North  Carolina. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CONNOR, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af» 
fairs  be  instrueted  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  authorizing,  agreeably  to  the  resolution 
of  the  Congress  of  1781,  the  appropriation  of 
five  hundred  dollars,  for  the  erection  of  a  mon- 
ument to  the  memory  of  brigadier  general  Da- 
vidson of  North  Carolina. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DEBERRY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  . 
expediency  of  so  amending  the  pension  act  of 
the  7th  June,  1832,  as  to  provide  for  such  per- 
sons as  were  employed  as  artizans,  while  in  the 
militia  or  regular  service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  WARREN  R.  DAVIS  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  the  considerations  of  which 
were  postponed. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  powers  of  the  Executive 
Department  of  the  Federal  Government  have 
been  increased  beyond  the  authority  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  powers  of  the  Execu- 
tive Department  of  the  Federal  Government 
are  increasing,  and  ought  to  be  diminished. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  patronage  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  has  increased,  is  in- 
creasing, and  oiifjht  to  be  diminished. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GAMBLE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  changing  the  mail  route  from 
Savannah  to  Augusta,  so  as  to  make  it  pais 
through  Waynesborough  in  Burke  county. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TOMPKINS, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of" establishing  a  post  route  from 
Franklin,  in  the  county  of  Sampson,  in  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  to  Scottsville,  in  the  county 
of  Allen,  in  said  State. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Pnblic 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  amending  the  law  which  authorizes 
scrip ,  or  land  bounty,  so  as  to  provide  for  claims 
granted  for  revolutionary  services,  and  located, 
surveyed  and  patented,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky;, 
and  which  claims,  by  the  judgment  of  the  high- 
est judicial  tribunal  in  that  State,  according  to 
the  construction  put  upon  the  original  law  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  embrac- 
ed those  claims. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
repealing'  that  law  which  requires  two  witnes- 
ses to  establish  a  pension,  for  wounds  received 
during'  the  revolutionary  war — placing  all  such 
cases  upon  proof,  satisfactory  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  as  in  other  cases. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  abolishing  imprisonment  for 
debt  within  the  District,  and  particularly  as  re- 
spects small  sums,  under  fifty  dollars,  and  as  it 
respects  all  females. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHITTENDEN  LYON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  an  agency  for  pay- 
ing pensions  south  of  Green  river,  in  Kentucky. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARDIN, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Pensions  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
placing  Joseph  Brown,  of  Billet  county,  in  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  on  the  roll  of  revolutionary 
pensioners;  and,  that,  the  documents  in  sup- 
port of  his  claim  be  referred  to  said  commit- 
tee. 

On  motion  of  Mr  HARDIN, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions,  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  placing  Henry  Shauntee,  of  Virginia,  on  the 
Revolutionary  Pension  Roll;  and  that  the  papers 
evidencing  the  said  Shauntee's  claim,  be  refer- 
red to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  CHILTON  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tions which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table, 
viz  : 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  general  distress 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
commercial  embarrassment  which  is  carrying 
ruin  to  the  doors  of  the  agricultural  portion  of 
our  citizens,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  respectfully  requested  to  submit  to  this 
House,  a  plan  for  a  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
competent  to  all  the  duties  which  may  be  re- 
quired by  the  Government,  and  which  may  be 
so  organized  as  not  to  infringe  on  our  own  dele- 
gated powers,  or  the  reserved  rights  of  the 
States,  and  comprising  all  the  advantages,  may 
not  be  subject  to  the  objections  to  which  the 
present  bank  of  the  United  States,  are  liable, 
in  his  judgment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CROCKETT, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route 
from  Totten's  Wells,  in  Obion  county,  by  Seth 
Bedfords,  to  Troy,  in  Tennessee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON, 

Resolved.  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
priety of  making  a  further  and  additional  ap- 
propriation, for  removing  obstructions  from  the 
Cumberland  River. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  be  instructed  to  inquire 


into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route 
from  Clarksville,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to 
Cadiz,  in  the  county  of  Trigg,  in  the  State  of 
Kentucky. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DICKINSON,  of  Tennes- 
see, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Offi- 
ce and  Post  Roads,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route 
from  Readyville,  in  the  county  of  Ruthford, 
and  State  of  Tennessee,  by  way  of  Brown's 
Gap,  to  Peach  Grove,  in  Bedford  county. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DICKINSON,  of  Tennes- 
see, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  compensation  to  George  Branden  and 
Stephen  White;  citizens  of  Tennessee,  for  pro- 
perty lost  during  the  late  war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  further  provision  by  law,  to  compensate 
the  collectors  of  the  customs,  for  their  services 
at  the  ports  on  Lake  Erie;  and  to  equalize  their 
pav. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary, be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  revising  the  laws,  for  granting  copy- 
rights to  authors,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  reports 
of  Judicial  decisions  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  several  States ;  and  of  distri- 
buting the  reports  of  the  Judicial  decisions  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  along 
with  the  acts  of  Congress,  wherever  the  latter 
are  required  by  law,  to  be  annually  sent 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PINCKNEY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  establishing  a  Naval  Depot  at  Charles- 
ton, in  South  Carolina. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PINCKNEY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedency 
of  providing  by  law  for  the  abolition  of  the  use 
of  ardent  spirits  in  the  navy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEAVJ.TT, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  authorizing  a  survey  of  a  north  western 
National  road,  from  Washington  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  upon  the  most  eligible  route,  to 
some  point  on  the  Maumee  Bay  or  its  vicinity, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEAVITT, 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  mail  route 
from  St.  Clairsvillc,  in  the  county  of  Belmount, 
by  way  of  Union  Town,  Flushing,  Moorfield, 
Freeport,and  West  Chester,to  Port  Washington, 
on  ihe  Ohio  Canal. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  also  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  mail  route  from  Knoxvillc,in  the  coun- 
ty of  Jefferson.to  Tunnel's  Hill,  in  said  county. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  of  Ohio, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
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fice  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  mail  route  from 
Barnsville    to   Senecaville,  and   Zanesville,    in 
Ohio, 
©n  motion  of  Mr.  PATTERSON, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee   on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route 
from   Sandusky  city,  m  Huron  county,  by  York 
cross   roads,  Seneca    Reservation,   Tiffin,  and 
Resden,  to  Findley,  the  seat  of  justice  of  Han- 
cock county,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  MITCHELL.of  Ohio, 
Resolved,    That  the   Committee  on   Military 
Affairs   be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of   establishing  a  National  Armory  on  the 
waters  of  the  Muskingum,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  SPANGLER, 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation 
of  money  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  bridge 
across  the  Muskingum  river,  between  the-  towns 
of  Coshocton  and  Roscoe,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,for 
the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  transportation  of 
the  United  States'  mail. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  in  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation 
in  money  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  bridge 
across  the  Vernon  river  near  the  town  of  Mount 
Vernon,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  for  the  purpose  of 
facilitating  the  transportation  of  the  United 
States'  mail. 

On  motion  ofE.D.  WHITE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ma- 
king an  appropriation  to  erect  a  Light  House  at 
the  entrance  of  Bayou  St.  John,  in  the  State  of 

On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  D.  WHITE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  a  salary  and  office  rent  for  the  Survey- 
or of  Port  Ponchartrain,  in  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana. 

Mr.  BOON  submitted  the  following,  which 
was  laid  on  the  table  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Senate 
and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
close  the  present  session  of  Congress,  by  an  ad- 
journment of  their  respective  HouBes,  on  Satur- 
day, the  31st  day  of  May  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KINNARD, 
f'  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  the  following  post  routes,  viz: 

1.  From  Martinsville,  Morgan  county,  via. 
Lyon's  mills,  Mooreville,  Danville,and  Lebanon, 
to  Frankfort,  in  Clinton  county,  Indiana. 

2.  From  Shclbyville,  via.  Greenwood  Post 
Office,  Port  Royal,to  Mooresville,  and  thence  to 
the  house  of  David  Lenley,  in  Monroe  township, 
Morgan  county. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CASEY. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  be  instructed,  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  an  appropriation  for  the 


improvement  of  the  Great  Post  road  from  the 
Bank  of  the  Wabash  River,  opposite  to  Vin- 
cennes,  Indiana,  by  Palestine,  Davidson,  Paris, 
and  Danville,  to  Chicago,  on  Lake  Michigan,in 
Illinois. 

0n  motion  of  Mr.  DUNCAN. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  be  instructed  to  inquire  jnto  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a  pension  agency,  in 
the  northern  part  ofTllinois. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  same  Committee  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  pensions  for  five  years,  to  the  widow 
and  heirs  of  each  officer  and  soldier,  killed  in 
the  late  Indian  War. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DUNCAN. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route 
from  Danville  to  Dixon's  Ferry  on  Rock  River, 
from  Rushville  to  Pittsfield,  and  from  Bloom- 
ingtonto  Springfield,  in  Illinois. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKINLEY: 

Resolved,  that  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  Post 
Road,  from  Moulton  to  Pickerville,  by  way  of 
Warrens,  on  'Boyles  road  and  Samuel  Wilsons,' 
late  Burlessins  settlement,  in  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MURPHY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedir ncy  of 
making  a  further  appropriation  to  improve  the 
pass,  into  the  harbour  of  Mobile,  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Choctaw  Pass,  by  widening 
the  channel  which  has  been  already  opened 
under  appropriations  heretofore  made,  that  the 
improvement  of  said  pass  may  be  completed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MURPHY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency, of  making  »uch  changes  in  the  Land 
Districts  of  Tuscaloosa,  and  Demopolis,  as  may 
render  the  Land  offices  made  convenient  to  the 
purchasers  of  the  Public  Land. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MURPHY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  be  m  tructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  mail  route 
from  Claiborne,  by  Rocky  Mount,  Gawstown, 
lo  Captain  Cherry's,  in  the  fork  of  the  Alabama 
and  1  ombecbee  rivers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MA.RDIS, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  appropriating  a  sum  of  money,  .suffici- 
ent to  extinguish  the  title  of  the  Creek  Indians 
(in  Alabama)  to  all  undisposed  of  reservations, 
to  which  they  may  be  entitled  by  the  treaty  of 
June,  1832. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ASHLEY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  remunerating  Shubael  Allen,  tor  da* 
mages  sustained  by  the  depredations  of  Indians, 
committed  upon  his  property. 
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Mr.  BULL  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  re- 
quested to  inform  this  House  what  part,  if  any, 
of  the  sum  of  thirty-nine  thousand  one  hundred 
dollars,  was  expended  in  the  year  1832,  in  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  the  Missouri  river, 
and  that  of  the  Mississippi  river,  above  the 
mouth  of  the  Ohio  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BULL, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  be  directed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route 
from  Jefferson  City,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  to 
the  county  seat  of  Palaski  county,  in  the  said 
State. 

Mr.  LYON,  of  Michigan,  moved  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  read  and  laid  on  the 
table,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  this  House  the  re- 
port of  Captain  Andrew  Talcot,  of  the  result  of 
observations  made  by  him'dtiring  the  past  sea- 
son, for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  latitude 
and  longitude  of  several  places,  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  northern  boundary  of  the  States  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois. 

Mr.  SEVIKR  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  the  consideration  thereof 
postponed  until  to-morrow: 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  the  fourth 
Tuesday  of  this  month,  proceed  to  consider 
such  bills,  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand  on 
the  calender,  as  relates  exclusively  to  territo- 
rial concerns. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PEYTON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Claims  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  allowing  the.  legal  representatives 
of  James  McKoin,  compensation  for  a  piece  of 
artillery  furnished  for  the  United  States  ser- 
vice during  the  revolutionary  war. 

Mr.  CHILTON  ALLEN  "moved  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  read  and  laid  on  the 
table,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry be  directed  to  report  to  this  House  the  a- 
mount  of  appropriations  made  since  the  6th  of 
April,  1832,  (to  include  all  from  a  report  of 
that  date,)  under  the  following  heads,  viz:  For- 
tifications, Light-houses,  Public  Debt,  Revolu- 
tionary and  other  Pensions,  Internal  Improve- 
ment, including  the  building  ofpiera  and  break- 


waters, preservation  of  ports  and  harbors,  re- 
moving obstructions  in  rivers  and  creeks,  &c, 
and  the  support  of  light- houses,  including  all 
incidental  expenses,  the  amount  disbursed  in 
each  year,  and  in  eAch  State  and  Territory. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JARVIS, 

Resolved,  That  there  be  a  Select  Committee 
appointed  to  examine  and  report  to  the  House, 
whether  directions  contained  in  the  joint  resolu- 
tions of  April  25th,  1816,  and  July  14th,  1832, 
have  been  complied  with,  in  the  compilation  of 
the  Biennial  Register,  and  whether  any  measures 
can  be  adopted  by  which  the  intention  of  Con- 
gress, as  expressed  by  said  resolutions,  may  be 
more  effectually  executed ;  and  also  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  having  the  Register  pub. 
lished,  annually  instead  of  biennially. 

Mr.  Jarvis,  Mr.  Cramer,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr. 
Campbell,  and  Mr.  Bouldin,  were  appointed 
the  said  Committee. 

Mr.  MILLIGAN,  moved  the  following  reso- 
lution which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War,  be  in- 
structed to  furnish  this  House,  a  copy  of  Captain 
Delafield's  Report  on  the  condition  of  the  Har- 
bours in  the  Delaware  River,  accompanied  by 
an  estimate  for  the  repair  and  preservation  of 
the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRAHAM, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on'  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Koads,  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  mail  route 
from  Rutherfordton,  North  Carolina,  by  the  Tur- 
key cove,  and  Burnsville  in  Yaney  county,  to 
Jonesboro'  in  Tennessee. 

Mr.  BEATTY,  moved  the  following,  which 
was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency, of  instructing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
send  an  engineer  to  extend  the  examination  of 
the  Cumberland  river,  from  Nashville  up  to  the 
falls  on  said  river,  with  instructions  to  report  to 
the  next  Session  of  Congress,  the  result  of  his 
examination  as  to  the  practicability,  and  utility 
of  improving  the  navigation  of  said  river. 

Mr.  LANE  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  aiding  in  the  construction  of  a  rail  road 
from  Lawrenceburgh,  on  the  Ohio  River,  to 
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Indianopolis,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  by  appro- 
priating one  or  more  sections  of  the  unappropri- 
ated refuse  land,  situated  in  the  counties  through 
which,  and  adjacent  to  said  roads,  tor  each  mile 
thereof — provided  the  same  shall  have  been  of- 
fered for  sale  and  subject  to  entry  for  the  period 
of  fifteen  years  or  more. 

Mr.  CROCKETT  presented  a  petition  of 
Joseph  M.  Lynch,  a  native  born  citizen  of 
the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  praying  to  be 
indemnified  of  his  claim,  against  a  citizen  of 
said  Indian  nation,  which  he  lost  by  the  unlaw- 
ful and  improper  interference  of  Mr.  Montgo- 
mery, the  U.  S.  Agent,  stationed  in  said  nation, 
which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of 
certain  Revolutionary  Claims,  which  was  fixed 
for  this  day,  was  postponed  until  the  16th  in- 
stant. 

Mr.  WARREN  R.  DAVIS,  of  South  Caroli- 
na, presented  the  following  resolut  ons: 

Resolved,  That  the  powers  of  the  Executive 
Department  of  the  Federal  Government  have 
been  increased  beyond  the  authority  of  the 
Constitution. 

Resolved,  That  the  powers  of  the  Executive 
Department  of  the  Federal  Government  are  in- 
creasing and  ought  to  be  diminished. 

Resolved,  That  the  patronage  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  has  increased,  and 
ought  to  be  diminiShed. 

The  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  POLK, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the?  Union,  Mr. 
Hobbauo  in  the  Chair,  and  took  up  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year 
:.834. 

A  desultory  conversation  ensued  on  the  point 
of  order,  whether  an  amendment  to  the  first 
clause  of  the  Appropriation  Bill  could  be  re- 
ceived after  that  clause  had  been  considered  by 
the  Committee,  in  which  the  Chair,  Messrs. 
Vanck,  Polk,  Mercer  and  Watmocgh,  took 
part. 

The  point  was  disposed  of  by  Mr.  Vance* 
proposing  its  introduction  after  the  17th  line  o^ 
the  bill. 

Mr.  VANCE  said,  he  did  not  intend  to  detain 
the  House  with  a  long  speech,  since  he  was 
not  in  the  h<bit  of  making  speeches,  but  he 
merely  wished  to  state,  that  this  measure  had 
been  proposed  to  its  consideration  after  the  most 
mature  deliberation.  He  believed  that  from 
the  present  derangement  of  the  currency  of  the 
v  "country,  and  the  consequent  increase  of  the 
value  of  money,  brought  on  by  the  Executive 
experiment,  that  the  value  of  money,  and  con- 
sequently, the  salaries  paid  to  the  various  ex- 
ecutive officers  of  the  Government,  had  increa- 
sed at  least  one  fourth,  if  not  one  third.  He 
believed,  that  if  it  was  the  serious  intention  of 
the  majority  to  bring  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
try to  a  gold  and  saver  standard,  in  less  than 


ten  years  the  officers  of  the  Government,  with 
their  present  high  salaries,  would  possess  the 
whole  property  of  the  country.  He  wished  the 
office  holders  to  sympathize  with  the  distresses 
of  the  agricultural,  commercial,  and  manufactu- 
ring interest.  'It  was  a  fact,  the  proof  of 
which  was  undeniable,  that  property  had  de- 
preciated from  25  to  50  percent.,  by  the  recent 
experiment,  and  it  was  but  fair,  that  those 
through  whose  instrumentality  this  derange- 
ment had  been  brought  about,  should  be  made 
to  share  in  its  effects. 

Mr.  V.  said  he  had  included  the  members  of 
both  House  of  the  Legislature  in  the  proposed 
reduction,  though  he  considered  them  the  worst 
paid  of  any  branch  of  the  Government,  and  he 
thought  their  pay  ought  to  be  on  such  a  liberal 
scale  as  to  place  them  above  executive  influence, 
but  he  was  unwilling  to  make  any  exceptions. 
Mr.  V.  referred  to  the  fact  of  his  having  been 
a  member  of  Congress  for  thirteen  years  and 
never  having  had  occasion  to  solicit  a  place  for 
one  of  his  constituents,  or  ever  presented  a 
complaint  from  them  till  now.  They  were  ex- 
clusively devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
they  now  declared  that  what  a  few  months  ago 
would  have  produced  sixty-two  cents,  could 
not  now  be  disposed  of  for  thirty-three  or  even 
for  thirty-one  cents,  and  this  reverse  had  been 
brought  upon  them  by  the  effects  made  upon 
the  currency  by  this  experiment.  Mr.  V.  con- 
cluded by  saying  that  the  measure  was  his  own, 
and  if  any  censure  was  attached  to  the  proposi- 
tion it  should  fall  upon  his  shoulders,  yet  he 
trusted  he  should  have  the  support  of  the 
House  in  carrying  his  views  into  effect. 

Mr.  POLK  regretted  that  the  appropriation 
bill  should  be  delayed  in  its  passage  by  a  gene- 
ral discussion  of  the  character  involved  in  the 
amendment  just  read.  He  hoped  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  was  not  serious  in  desiring  the 
House  to  enter  upon  it  at  that  time. 

Mr.  WARDWELL  offered  an  amendment  to 
the  proposition,  so  as  to  embrace  a  reduction  of 
twenty-five  per  cent,  for  printing  entered  into 
by  both  Houses  of  Congress. 

Mr.  VANCE  said  he  regarded  the  printing  in 
the  light  of  a  contract. 

Mr.  WARDWELL  replied,  that  he  propos- 
ed the  amendment  because  he  understood  the 
suggestion  had  emanated  from  the  printers  ot 
both  Houses. 

Mr.  CHILTON  said,  that  as  the  amendment 
contained  a  variety  of  objects,  he  wished  for  a 
division  of  it. 

Mr-  PARKER,  of  New  Jersey,  said,  as  the 
compensation  of  members  of  Congress  seemed 
to  be  a  favorite  measure  with  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  he  hoped  the  question  would  be  taken  on 
that  division  first. 

Mr.  BURGES  said,  this  amendment  had  had 
its  origin  in  the  change  in  the  circumstances  of 
the  country  by  the  act  of  the  Executive.  That 
act  had  enhanced  the  value  of  the  salaries  of 
these  office-holders  not  25  per  cent,  but  50  per 
cent,  in  the  reduced  value  of  produce.  Should 
they  sit  there,  hearing  the  evils  of  the  people 
and  not  give  them  relief  where  they  could  give 
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it.  Thia  was  the  only  thing  left  them — to  les- 
sen the  expenses  of  Government  by  lessening  the 
salaries  of  these  dependants  of  the  Government 
who  have  been  instrumental  in  producing  this 
distress.  With  regard  to  the  printers,  he  wished 
they  could  be  reached,  inasmuch  as  their  prices 
were,  as  well  as  the  salaries  of  the  officers,  in- 
creased by  the  depreciated  value  of  produce ; 
but  they  could  not  reach  the  printers,  inasmuch 
as  they  were  protected  on  one  hand  by  a  consti- 
tutional provision,  and  on  the  other  by  a  contract. 
They  might  vote  that  they  would  not  pay  this  con- 
tract,but  they  could  not  vote  the  seal  off  the  bond. 
With  regard  to  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress, 
he  was  opposed  to  that,  for  the  reason  that  he 
thought  it  was  little  enough  already  ,  living,  as 
they  were  compelled  to  do,  at  a  distance  from 
their  families,  and  at  a  great  expense.  Another 
reason  was,  because  if  they  reduce  their  pay  it 
would  render  it  impossible  for  any  man,  in  mid- 
dling circumstances,  to  come  there.  He  should 
be  willing,  for  one,  when  prosperity  came  back, 
to  restore  the  salary  of  these  officers  to  their 
present  state.  It  was  said,  that  it  was  a  long 
lane  that  had  no  turning,  but,  he  did  not  know 
that  they  might  not  have  entered  that  long  lane. 
He  did  not  know  when  the  time  would  come, 
which  might  change  that  Executive  will,  which 
had  placed  them  under  this  iron  oppression. 
When  the  office-holders  felt  the  pressure  them- 
selves, they  might  perhaps  have  some  influence 
on  the  Executive.  It  was  the  office-holders  who 
had  derided  the  misery  of  the  people  ;  and  had 
aided  in  bringing  up  those  cant  phrases  which 
had  been  thrown  out  against  the  great  masses  of 
the  people  who  had  come  there  as  memorialists. 
He  could  not  stand  there,  knowing  as  he  did, 
there  was  a  reduction  of  25  per  cent  in  the  value 
of  produce,  and  vote  to  give  the  same  salary  as 
formerly  to  men  who  had  aided  the  Executive  in 
his  oppression. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  divi- 
sion of  Mr.  Vance's  amendment,  on  reducing 
the  salary  of  the  Vice  President  to  $4,000 ; 
which  was  negatived — Ayes  60,  Noes  88. 

The  next  division  was  on  reducing  the  salaries 
of  each  of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  Treasury, 
War,  and  Navy,  to  four  thousand  dollars;  which 
was  also  negatived — Ayes  54,  Noes  90. 

The  clause  reducing  the  salary  of  the  Attor- 
ney General  was  also  negatived — Ayes  56, 
Noes  79. 

The  question  on  the  next  division  being  put, 
to  reduce  the  salary  of  the  Post  Master  General 
to  thirty- five  hundred  dollars, 

Mr.  VANCE  said,  that  that  was  the  price 
paid  for  a  Post  Master  General,  until  a  few  years 
ago,  when  it  was  raised  to  its  present  amount, 
($6,000. )  This  increase  was  for  the  benefit  of 
the  man  and  not  of  the  office. 

Mr.  MERCER  s  .id,  that  by  raising  the  salary 
of  the  Post  Master  General, — although  he  ac- 
knowledged himself  participis  crimmis  in  the 
act, — great  injury  had  been  done  to  this  country. 
That  officer  had  been  called  into  the  Cabinet ; 
and  the  whole  influence  of  that  department  plac- 
ed at  the  disposal  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  wHEISTER  offered   an  amendment  to 


make  it    $4,000;  which  Mr.  VANCE  accepted. 

The  question  was  then  taken — Ayes  S8,  Noes 
89.  So  this  clause  of  the  amendment  was  re. 
jected. 

The  proposition  to  reduce  the  compensation 
of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  was  negatived. 
Ayes  67— Noes  78. 

The  clause  to  reduce  that  of  the  Treasurer 
was  negatived  without  a  division. 

The  proposition  to  reduce  the  salary  ($3000) 
of  the  Commissioner  on  Indian  Affairs,  was  dis- 
cussed by  Messrs.  Mason,  of  Va.,  Foot,  Ells. 
worth,  Denny,  Polk  and  Chilton. 

Mr.  VANCE  followed  and  commented  on  the 
comparative  expenditures  under  the  late  and 
the  present  administration.  The  excess  of  the 
latter  was  amazing,  considering  the  memorable 
promises  of  an  era  of  retrenchment.  But  he 
saw  the  way  in  which  the  party  meant  to  pro- 
ceed. There  was  a  solid  column  in  the  House 
pi  epared  to  resist  every  proposition,  and  to 
throw  the  bill  into  the  House,  where  the  pre- 
vious question  could  be  put.  Mr.  Vance  went 
into  a  variety  of  details  on  the  augmentation  of 
the  public  expenditures,  and  stated  the  increase 
in  each  since  the  accession  of  the  exis'ing  ad- 
ministration to  power.  The  contingent  expenses 
had  grown  from  $300,000  to  $400,000.  The 
salaries  of  many  officers  had  been  increased  one 
third. 

In  the  first  three  years  of  Mr.  Adams' admin- 
istration, the  custom  house  expenses  had  been 
$2,708,911.  In  the  first  three  years  of  General 
Jackson's,  they  amounted  to  $3,284,792,  mak- 
ing a  difference  of  more  than  $575,000.  There 
were  many  more  custom  house  officers  at  New 
York,  continued  Mr.  V.,  under  the  present  than 
under  the  former  administration,  and  $500,000 
more  were  paid  to  them  than  under  the  form  sr. 
If  gentlemen  will  permit  them  to  have  the  yeas 
and  nays,  he  would  pledge  himself  not  to  sty  £ 
word  more  on  thj  subject.  Some  of  the  mcfet 
salutary  clogs  had  been  heretofore  introduced 
into  an  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  did  not  doubt  the  patriot- 
ism of  the  hon.  gentleman  from  Ohio,  but 
thought  it  most  inexpedient  to  introduce  such  a 
wholesale  measure  as  this  into  an  appropriation 
bill.  There  were  several  of  the  propositions 
which  should  have  his  support  if  introduced  to 
the  House  in  the  usual  and  proper  form.  That 
for  reducing  the  pay  of  members  of  Congas  to 
$6  per  diem,  he  should  most  assuredly  support. 
He  hoped  the  propositions  would  be  disposed  of 
without  entering  into  a  lengthy  debate. 

Mr.  MASON  explained. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH  read  the  act  of  9th  jilly, 
1792,  and  said  that  the  main  point  on  which  In- 
rose.was  to  question  the  propriety  of  maneuver- 
ing which  the  gentleman  who  sustained  the  ad- 
ministration acted  there.  He  never  had  been  a 
professed  reformer,  nor  ever  thrown  any  obsta- 
cle in  the  way  of  passing  any  appropriation  bill 
which  he  deemed  requisite  for  the  public  inter- 
est} but  he  should  honestly  vote  lor  every  one 
of  these  propositions,  and  sustain  them  with 
his  humble  abilities  to  the  best  of  his  power. 

Mr.   W.    said,  he  would  contend  that  an  ap- 
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here.     Mi*.  L.  expressed  his  hope  that  not  one' 
of  these  amendments  would  pass. 

Mr.  POLK  said,  he  would  not  be  drawn  into 
discussion;  but  he  must  remark,  with  regard  to 
the  charge  of  extravagance,  that  if  the  adminis- 
tration was  not  more  vulnerable  in  any  point, 
than  in  this,  it  had  not  much  to  fear.  His  pur- 
pose in  rising  was  to  announce  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  (Mr  Vance,)  and  to  the  House, 
that  the  salary  of  the  officer  of  commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs;  was  not  provided  for  at  all  in 
this  bill — but  in  another  bill  upon  which  the 
House  would  be  called  upon  hereafter  to  act. 
With  regard  to  the  necessity  for  this  Indian 
commissioner,  he  would  merely  inform  the 
gentleman,  that  Governor  Barbour  recommend- 
ed the  establishment  of  this  office,  and  propos- 
ed this  very  salary  of  $3000.  Mr.  P.  expressed 
his, hope  that  after  the  bill  had  been  fully  dis- 
cussed, and  all  redundancies  and  excrescences 
cut  off,  it  would  be  sent  to  the  House,  and  pas- 
sed, so  that  they  might  be  able  to  give  to  the 
public  servants,  what  they  were  entitled  to  by 
law. 

Mr.  BATES  said  it  only  required  half  a  do- 
zen words  from  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
had  just  taken  his  seat,  to  put  an  end  to  this 
discussion.  He  could  do  so  by  assuring  them 
that  they  should,  when  the  bill  was  in  the  House  . 
have  the  privilege  of  recording  their  votes  by 
ayes  anil  noes. 

Mr.  POLK  said,  he  had  no  right  to  answer  as 
to  what  the  action  of  any  gentleman  on  that 
floor  would  be. 

Mr.  BATES  said,  he  was  willing  to  take  the 
word  of  the  honorable  gentleman  for  'he  ma- 
jority; and  he  had  seen  indications  which  con- 
vinced him  that  it  would  be  good  for  it.  He 
had  two  reasons  for  supporting  this  amendment; 
one  was,  that  two  dollars  were  as  much  value 
now, as  three  dollars  where  when  they  first  came 
there.  The  other,  because  lie  believed  that 
these  office  holders  had  been  instrumental  in 
producing  the  present  state  of  distress.  Mr. 
B.  said  he  had  been  amongst  his  constituents, 
and  bore  testimony  to  the  existence  of  great 
distress  and  embarrassment  amongst  them.  He 
agreed  that  an  appropriation  bill  was  not  the 
most  proper  place  for  reducing  these  salaries, 
but  if  it  was  the  only  way  in  which  this  could  be 
accomplished,  and  it  ought  to  be  done,  he  for 
one  should  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  CHILTON  denied  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Vance,)  had  been  fairly  repre- 
sented by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  (Mr. 
Lane,)  and  appealed  to  the  House  to  say  if  he 
had  used  any  such  language  as  had  been  asci ib- 
to  him.  It  was  wholly  gratuitous  aid  without 
foundation.  The  gentleman  had  reduced  the 
whole  to  this  :  a  complaint  that  the  aristocracy 
could  not  be  permitted  to  rule  the  democracy 
of  this  country.  Mr.  C.  remonstrated  against 
the  employment  of  such  language,  calculated 
to  produce  needless  excitement  in  the  House 
and  in  the  country.  His  explanation  was 
wholly  gratuitous.  But  Mr.  C.  bad  heard,  in  his 
own  part  of  the  union,  men  rise  and  declaim 
about  aristocracy  and  democracy  with  great  ve 


propriation  bill  presented  the  fittest  subject  on 
which  to  secure  to  the  people  the  little  liberty 
left  to  them  by  Executive  encroachment.  It 
was  the  only  field  on  which  they  could  have  a 
fair  opportunity  of  contending  for  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  people.  It  was  the  only  chance 
given  to  the  minorities,  and  sure  he  was  that 
the  people  would  sustain  the  minority.  Mr. 
W.  then  adverted  to  the  pledges  under  which 
the  present  administration  came  into  power, 
carrying  all  hearts  on  the  ground  of  reform,  and 
that  these  pledges  had  not  been  fulfilled. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana,  said,  the   complaint 
of  the  hon.  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Vance,) 
amounted   simply  to  this,  that  the  minority  of 
this  House  was  not   permitted  to  control  the 
majority.     That  had  been  the  cry  of  every  mi- 
nority in  all  ages  and  all  countries.     Again,  he 
had  represented  all  the  officers  under  the  Go- 
vernment as  the  myrmidons  of  the  Executive. 
This  was  unjust   because  it  was  untrue.     In 
this  district   two  thirds  of  the  officers  of  the 
Government  were  opposed  to  the  administra- 
tion, and  spoke  their  opinions  on  the  subject  as 
freely  as  any  men.     He  had  said,  also,   that  all 
the  political  enemies  of  the  Executive  had  been 
proscribed;  so  far  was  this  from  being  the  case, 
that  a  majority  still  remain   in  power.       The 
honorable  gentleman  had  also  drawn  a  compari- 
son betwixt  the  expenditures  of  the  present  and 
former  administration,  but  he  had  not  told  them 
the  whole  truth.     He  had  not  taken  into  his 
calculation  the  sums  expended  during  the  pre- 
sent administration ,  in  consequence  of  treaties, 
indemnifications  of  merchants,  annuities  to  In- 
dians, and  for  their  removal  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi.    These  were  all  items  .which  ought  to 
have  been  taken  into  account.    It  was  further  to 
be  considered,  that  there  must  be  a  continual 
and  unavoidable   means  of  expense  in  a  Go- 
vernment like  ours.    But,  it  seemed,  there  was 
another  object  in  the  opposition  to  this  clause. 
The  gentleman   from  Pennsylvania  had  inform- 
ed them  that  he  would  not  vote  a  single  dollar, 
until  the  administration  should  retrace  its  course 
as  to  the  bank  and  the  deposites. 
Mr.  WATMOUGH  explained. 
Mi-.   LANE  resumed.      During  the  present 
administration  millions  have  been  expended  for 
the  relief  of  the  war-worn  soldier,  and  other 
like  purposes.     It  had  been  full  as  economical 
in  its  expenditures  as  the  former.     But  that  was 
not  the  sin.     It  had  opposed  the  golden  mon- 
ster.    "With   regard  to    the  reduction  of  the 
per  diem  pay   of  members  of  Congress,   he 
thought   it   came    with  a    bad  grace  from  the 
member  from  Ohio,  who  had  for  thirteen  years 
fattened  and  grown  sleek  on  the  eight  dollars 
per  day;  but  now  wished  them — new  members 
on  that  floor,— to  be  reduced  to  six  dollars,  and 
merely  because  they  did  not  vote  with  the  mi- 
nority.    If  they  reduced  the  pay  of  members, 
none  but  the  aristocracy,  or  those  who  quarter- 
ed on  the  Bank   of  the  United  States,   could 
come  there.     So  far  as  regarded  the  officers  of 
the  Governmenr,  within  this  district,  he  did  not 
think  they  were  paid  too  much.    Certainly  not, 
unless  they  could  reduce  the  price  of  living 
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hemence;  but  all  who  looked  calmly  on  were  in 
the  habit  of  considering  it  the  merest  demagogu- 
ism  that  could  be  heard  from  the  stump.  The 
best  democrats  did  not  make  the  most  noise. 
They  did  not  trumpet  their  own  fame,  nor  cast 
insinuations  upon  others.  Gentlemen  on  that 
floor  were  far  above  hein^  moved  by  insinua- 
tions of  this  kind.  The  House  had  heard  from 
the  same  gentleman  insinuations  of  another  kind. 
The  gentleman  had  spoken  to  them  about  mem- 
bers of  that  House  quartering  upon  the  bank. 
This  was  precisely  of  a  piece  with  the  rest 
But  if  he  were  required  to  select  the  man  who 
could  be  reached  by  such  an  influence,  he  did 
not  say  that  he  should  select  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  but  this  he  would  say,  that  he  should 
select  that  man  who  was  the  most  forward  to 
indulge  the  worst  suspicions  of  his  fellow  men. 
The  rule  was  founded  on  human  nature,  and  he 
believed  it  would  seldom  fail. 

The  gentleman  had  adjured  the  House  to  con- 
fine itself  to  the  subject  immediately  under  dis- 
cussion. Now,  if  so  much  as  one  of  all  the  re- 
marks the  gentleman  had  made  ever  approach- 
ed to  the  subject  before  the  House,  (which  was 
the  salary  of  a  particular  officer)  it  had  esca- 
ped Mr.  C. ;  but  this  might  have  been  owing  to 
the  gentleman  speaking,  like  himself,  in  so  low 
a  tone  of  voice  as  scarcely  to  be  heard. 

[Both  the  gentlemen  are  remarkable  for  spear 
king  in  a  loud  tone  of  voice.] 

The  gentleman  had  certainly  reasoned  very 
closely  and  logically;  and  yet,  taking  his  speech 
as  a  whole,  it  reminded  him  of  an  anecdote  he 
had  once  heard.  A  young  man  whose  educa- 
tion had  been  very  defective,  and  who  could 
with  difficulty  read,  approached  the  library  of 
a  gentleman  whom  he  was  visiting,  and  was  de- 
sirous of  selecting  some  book  for  his  own  pe- 
susal.  He  chanced  to  get  hold  of  a  dictionary, 
and  having  retired  to  one  corner,  was  observed 
to  peruse  it  with  intense  application.  After  lie 
had  been  thus  engaged  about  an  hour,  the  own- 
er of  the  library,  comprehending  the  case,  in- 
quired of  the  young  man  how  he  liked  the 
book  he  was  readmg?  I  like  the  reading  in  it 
very  well,  replied  he,  but,  confound  the  fellow, 
he  changes  his  subject  so  very  often.  Mr.  C. 
said,  he  did  not  remember  that  he  had  ever,  in 
the  same  time,  heard  so  many  topics  discus- 
sed in  one  speech.  They  had  had  the  Post  Of- 
fice, the  Bank,  the  Deposites,  Aristocracy,  De- 
mocracy, Indian  Treaties,  the  war-worn  Soldier, 
and  the  Presidential  question.  The  gentleman 
had  closed  by  reminding  the  gentleman  from 
Mass.  (Mr.  Adams)  of  the  great  obligation 
under  .which  he  lay  to  him,  for  his  vote  and  his 
support,  until  that  gentleman  had  unfortunately 
fallen  into  bad  company.  The  unkindness  of  this 
remark  had  touched  Mr.  C.  He  would  not  say 
that  the  gentleman  from  Mass.  mifl  lit  have  re- 
plied, as  Itobt.  Emmet  did  to  his  judge,  "that  he 
should  oonsider  himself  dishonored  in  shaking  his 
blood-stained  hand;"  but  he  would  say  to  the 
gentleman  alluded  to,  as  the  "bad  company" 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  that,  if 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  had  secured  his 
friendship,  he  would  have  secured  a  brighter 


jewel,  and  a  richer  legacy,  than  either  he  or 
Mr.  C.  could  ever  have  expected  to  obtain. — 
That  individual  was  far  above  the  reach  of  any 
arrow  that  could  proceed  from  such  a  bow.  He 
congratulated  the  constituents  of  that  individu- 
al upon  the  discovery  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana.  It  would,  indeed,  be  glorious 
news  for  them. 

The  gentleman  has  assured  the  House,  that 
two-thirds  of  the  public  officers  of  this  Govern- 
ment who  are  under  the  immediate  inspection  of 
the  President,  and  peculiarly  conversant  with  his 
principles  and  policy,  were  opposed  to  ihe  course 
of  the  present  Administration.  Was  this  indeed 
true  ?  Mr.  C,  hoped  in  God  it  was  the  fact. 
He  trusted  the  gentleman  could  establish  it  by 
proof.  And  if  he  could,  what  would  it  prove  ? 
It  proved,  first,  that,  in  bringing  forward  this 
measure,  they  were  not,  as  had  been  charged, 
seeking  to  furnish  adversaries,  but  to  reduce  the 
wages  of  their  best  friend.  After  this,  he  trust- 
ed the  gentleman  would  not  repeat  his  accusa- 
tion, that  the  minority  were  seeking  to  punish- 
men  in  office  because  they  exercised  the  right  of 
thinking  and  speaking  freely.  But  what  else 
did  it  prove?  If  it  was  a  fact  that  two-thirds  of 
these  persons,  who  were  mere  tenents  at  will  of 
the  Executive,  and  held  their  support  and 
the  bread  of  their  children  on  the  frail  tenure 
of  the  breath  of  his  nostrils,  were  neverthe- 
less opposed  to  his  measure,  could  any  thing 
involve  a  stronger  presumption,  than  those  mea- 
sures were  such  as  could  not  be  justified  }  Who 
were  in  better  circumstances  to  know  what  was 
actually  going  on  ?  They  were  many  of  them 
on  the  spot,  where  all  the  plans  of  the  Adminis- 
tration were  concocted  and  put  into  execution, 
and  they  knew  that  one  word  of  disapprobation 
exposed  them  to  the  hazard  of  losing  their  places 
and  yet  they  were  against  the  Administration, 
and  the  gentleman  knew  it.  Did  this  imply 
that  all  was  right.  He  put  it  to  gentlemen  to 
say  whether,  if  any  testimony  in  the  world  could 
be  received  as  conclusive  and  convincing,  this 
was  not  such  testimony?  The  case  of  the  in- 
jured Duane  was  a  sufficient  commentary  in 
illustration  of  the  subject.  Such  things  proved 
that  the  time  was  come  when  the  action  of  that 
Ilonse  and  of  the  nation  was  imperiously  de- 
manded: when  they  were  called  on  to  assert  and 
maintain  their  dearest  rights,  and  save  those  sa- 
cred institutions  which  were  tottering  to  their 
fall. 

Mr.  C.  said  that  he  had  himself  been  some- 
what excursive  in  his  remarks,  but  they  had 
only  been  in  reply  to  others  still  more  so.  The 
gent'eman  had  said  something  about  the  spee- 
ches going  abroad;  probably  he  might  have 
been  thinking  about  some  such  tli'tt  g  when  lie 
made  his  own.  The  gentleman's  spec -h  might 
go  down  the  river  along  side  of  Mr.  (J's. 

Mr.  Lane — I  hope  not. 

Mr.  Chilton-.I  hope  not,  too.  Tha'  would, 
I  admit,  be  very  bad  company.  The  geivle- 
man  had  attempted  'o  account  for  the  very  ex- 
traordinary increase  in  the  expenditures  uf  the 
Government,  by  refetting  to  the  increase  of  the 
population  of  the  coun'ry.     Mr.  C   did  not,  of 
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course,  deny  the  increase  of  our  population; 
but  it  would  be  sufficient  to  propose  to  the  gen- 
tleman one  question.  Did  the  President  and 
his  officers  feed  the  people  of  the  United  States? 
or  did  the  people  feed  them?  If  the  latter, 
then  the  more  people  the  more  revenue;  and 
this  without  any  corresponding  necessity  for  in- 
creasing the  number  of  officeis  or  the  expenses 
of  the  Government.  When  the  gentleman  told 
his  constituents  of  the  increase  of  the  popula- 
tion, he  hoped  the  gentleman  would  not  forget 
to  tell  them,  at  the  same  time,  of  the  increase  of 
revenue  also. 

The  gentleman  would  be  willing,  after  conti- 
nuing to  receive  his  eight  dollars  per  diem  for 
thirteen  years,  like  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
then  to  consent  to  its  reduction.  Mr.  C  would 
not  advise  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  close 
with  such  a  bargain;  life  was  very  uncertain; 
and,  besides,  there  might  be  other  difficulties 
of  another  kind  in  the  way.  But  did  the  gen- 
tleman think  eight  dollars  too  much?  If  he  did, 
why  refuse  to  reduce  it?  If  not,  why  accept 
less  at  the  end  of  his  thirteen  years?  He  would 
respectfully  advise  the  gentleman  to  begin  now. 
After  ha  should  have  been  here  eight  years  lon- 
ger, the  habit  of  receiving  his  eight  dollars 
would  be  so  fixed  and  inveterate,  that  it  would 
be  much  harder  to  change  it  than  at  present. — 
Mr.  C.  said  he  was  for  reducing  the  per  diem  to 
six  dollars,  and  at  a  proper  time  he  should  move 
an  amendment  to  render  the  calculation  of  mile- 
age more  accurate.  When  the  gentleman 
made  insulting  insinuations  in  regard  to  bank 
corruption,  such  remarks  went  to  show  only  this 
— that  that  gentleman  set  a  far  higher  value  up- 
on money,  and  its  power, than  they  did  to  whom 
his  remarks  were  intended  to  apply.  He  had, 
however,  no  wish  to  break  wit  with  the  gentle- 
man; but  when  he  had  taken  a  stand,  he  usually 
maintained  it  as  long  as  he  was  able.  If  any 
thing  he  had  said  was  marked  with  too  much 
severity,  let  it  be  remembered  that  he  was  only 
repelling  insinuations  of  a  very  offensive  char- 
acter. 

Mr.  LANE,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Chilton,)  said,  he  had  not 
called  in  question  the  purity  of  any  gentle- 
man's motives  or  patriotism;  nor  could  any  Ao- 
norable  member  have  so  understood  him.  That 
he  had  made  no  insinuation,  nor  did  he  intend 
to  make  any,  on  this  or  any  other  occasion. 
He  would  speak  plain  language;  and,  in  order 
to  avoid  a  similar  mistake  on  the  part  of  that, 
member,  he  would  assure  him  it  was  no  insinu- 
ation, when  he  said,  respect  for  the  House,and 
f»r  himself,  should  restrain  him,  on  the  present 
occasion,  from  descending  to  notice  small  things. 
Mr.  FILLMORE  now  moved  that  the  Com- 
mittee rise.  The  motion  was  negatived,  ayes 
77,  noes  89. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  reducing  the 
Balorv  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  to 
$2,000,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  MERCER  then  moved  for  the  rising  of 
the  committee;  and,  as  much  confusion  pre- 
v 'jilt J,  he  demanded  tellers.  The  vote,  being 
thus  taken,  stood,  ayes  91,  noes  73. 


So  the  committee  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

SENATE. 

Friday,  April  11,  1834- 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his 
Secretary,  on  executive  business. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  was  presented  by  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent, in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
of  the  9th  instant,  representing  the  ordinary 
bank  agent  to  be  a  cierk  in  the  department, 
but  making  no  mention  of  "such  an  agent:" 
Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TYLER  presented  the  petition  of  Lieut. 
Washington  Seawell,  of  the  U.  S.  Engineer 
Corps:  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  presented  the  petition  of 
citizens  of  Connecticut,  Massachusetts,  and 
New  York,  praying  an  appropriation  for  the 
improvement  of  Black  Rock  harbor.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  the  memorial  of  94 
citizens  of  Blockley,  Pa  ,  in  favor  of  the  remo- 
val of  the  deposites,  and  of  Andrew  Jackson: 
Disposed  of  as  usual. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  presented  the  resolutions  of 
a  large  meeting  in  Rutland  county,  Vt.,  and, 
also,  the  memorial  o<  1618  citizens  of  that  coun- 
ty, of  all  occupations  and  professions. 

Mr.  P.  said,  many  of  the  memorialists  were 
men  of  the  first  respectability,  and  of  elevated 
standing  and  influence  in  society.  They  re- 
presented that  there  was  general  and  extraor- 
dinary embarrassment,  a  great  depression  in 
the  value  of  their  property,  and  that  the  expe- 
riment must  soon  destroy  all  their  business,  un- 
less arrested;  and  they  expressed  their  convic- 
tion, that  all  this  embarr  tssment,  distress,  and 
derangement  of  the  currency,  was  produced  by 
the  sudden  and  unexpected  removal  of  the  de- 
posites from  the  Bank  of  the  United  Spates. 
They  regarded  the  measure  as'illegal,  as  an  act 
of  injustice,  in  violation  of  the  national  faith; 
as  an  abuse  of  power,  rash  and  impolitic,  be- 
cause the  bank  was  in  rightful  possession  of  the 
public  deposites,  as  longasthey  weresafe,and 
as  long  as  the  bank  performed  the  services 
which  the  law  required;  they  regarded  it  as 
illegal,  because  the  authority  to  remove  wa9  to 
be  exercised  only  for  reasons  of  the  insecurity 
of  the  public  funJs,  on  the  failure  of  the  bank 
to  perform  its  financial  duties;  because  that,  ac- 
cording to  every  sound  rule,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  could  not  be  vested  with  unlimit- 
ed discretion;  and  they  believed  it  an  abuse  of 
power,  because  the  authority  was  delegated 
to,  and  vested  in,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, as  the  special  agent  and  officer  of  the  law, 
to  be  exercised  on  his  own  judgment  and  re- 
sponsibility; when,  in  fact,  the  act  was  done 
only  through  the  medium  of  the  Secretary,  by 
the  power  of  the  Executive. 

These  memorialists  also  expressed  their  con 
viction,  that  the  commerce  and  trade  of  the 
country,   the  regulation  of  the  currency,  and 
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the  financial  concerns  of  the  country,  were  law- 
fully and  exclusively  under  the  control  and 
supervision  of  Congress.  The  county  from 
which  the  memorial  came,  was  chiefly  agricul- 
tural, and  its  products  were  excelled  by  no 
other  county  in  the  State.  Their  wool  alone 
last  year  brought  $200,000;  but  from  present 
prospects  it  was  manifest  that  there  would  now 
be  no  market  for  that  article,  or  that  the  price 
would  be  greatly  reduced.  In  the  county  were 
numerous  villages,  where  mechanical  and 'mer- 
cantile business  had  been  pursued  with  succes; 
but  unless  there  should  be  a  change,  their  busi- 
ness would  soon  be  every  where  prostrated. 
Though  the  county  was  quite  large,  with  a 
population  proportioned  to  its  territory,  it  might 
be  safely  said,  that  there  existed  hardly  any  dif- 
ference of  opinion  in  reference  to  this  disas- 
trous measure.  There  was  no  where  a  more 
intelligent  and  patriotic  people,  and  they  were 
as  able  to  judge  on  great  public  questions  as 
any  community  in  the  Union.  They  disclaim- 
ed all  party  feeling,  and  there  was  no  reason  to 
doubt,  that  they  maintained  principles  which 
they  deemed  essen'ial  to  the  welfare  of  the 
country;  and  they  thought  it  indispensable  to 
maintain  the  constitutional  powers  of  Congress, 
and  the  preservation  of  public  liberty. 

Mr.  P.  moved  that  the  documents  be  read, 
printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Fi- 
nance; and  it  was  ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  EWTNG  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Franklin  county  in  the  State  of 
Ohio.  The  memorial,  Mr.  E.  said,  contained 
the  signatures  of  many  farmers,  mechanics,  and 
laborers,  men,  he  could  not  now  say  without 
distinction  of  party,  but  who  formerly  were  so 
Many  of  them  were,  a  few  months  ago,  warm 
friends  of  the  President  (they  were  perhaps  so 
at  this  moment)  and  many  were  opposed  to 
him.  The  memorial  complained  of  what  they 
considered  to  be  a  breach  of  the  Constitution 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  They 
took  it  for  granted,  (as  the  President  had  de- 
clared the  removal  of  the  deposites  to  be  his 
act,  and  as  it  had  been  so  declared  by  his  sup- 
porters) that  it  was  his  act,  and  they  charged 
this  act  as  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  and  an 
Executive  usurpation.  They  acknowledged 
the  power  of  removal  was  placed  in  his  hands 
by  the  law,  but  said,  that  he  had  exercised  it  in 
a  way  never  contemplated  by  law.  They  de- 
clared that  the  progress  of  the  present  embar- 
rassment and  distress  began  to  be  felt  by  them , 
although  they  did  not  yet  experience  its  full 
force.  This,  Mr.  E.  said,  would  necessarily  be 
the  case  with  the  interior  of  Ohio;  that  part  of 
the  country,  he  had  often  declared,  would  be 
the  last  to  feel  the  effects  of  the  Executive  act. 
The  memorialists  asked  Congress  to  use  such 
means  of  redress  as  was  in  their  power.  They 
insisted  also  that  the  public  money  should  be 
restored  to  the  keeping  of  the  legislature,  which 
lone  was  authorized  to  take  charge  of  it.  This 
memorial,  Mr.  E.  said,he  would  ask  to  have  re- 
ferred as  usual;  but  while  he  was  up  he  would 
avail  himself  of  a  practice  which  had  been  for 
■ome  time  followed  in  the  Senate,  and  take  the, 


opportunity  of  presenting  another  memorial 
from  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Hamilton 
and  the  city  of  Cincinnati.  This  memorial 
was  signed  by  four  thousand  three  hundred  and 
thirteen  individuals  without  distinction  of  party. 
He  believed  this,  for'  the  person  by  whom  the 
petition  had  been  forwarded,  was  a  warm 
friend  of  the  administration. 

This  person  stated,  that  there  was  considerable 
difficulty  in  circulating  the  memorial,  and  said 
that  if  greater  facilities  had  been  attainable  in  this 
respect,  many  other  signatures  would  have  been 
obtained.  The  memorialists  said  nothing  about 
the  act  which  had  produced  the  evils  under 
which  they  labor;  they  spoke  only  of  the  state  of 
things  which  existed  among  them,  and  asked 
for  a  remedy.  They  proposed,  as  this  remedy, 
either  the  rechartering  of  the  present  bank  with 
modifications  ;  or  the  establishment  of  some  other 
National  Bank,  capable  of  supplying  its  place. 
Care  had  been  taken  in  this  memorial  to  avoid 
every  thing  which  might  have  a  tendency  to 
wound  the  feelings  of  any  individual.  It  was  a 
pacific  memorial,  and  pursued  a  medium  course 
as  to  tone  and  language.  The  effects  of  the  late 
executive  act,  said  Mr.  E.,  were  felt  in  Cincin- 
nati sooner  thaa  any  part  of  the  western  country 
— (not  including  the  south  western  part.)  Cin- 
cinnati was  the  great  sea  portof  the  western  coun- 
try ;  the  whole  trade  of  the  western  country  cen- 
tred there  ;  and  there  was  an  intimate  connexion 
between  that  city  and  New  Orleans,  the  latter 
of  whish  so  speedily  felt  the  derangement  of  the 
currency.  Pressure,  therefore,  being  fek  in  New 
Orleans,  was  soon  felt  in  Cincinnati.  Tha 
latter  responded  to  the  former  in  the  short  space 
of  time  necessary  for  a  steam  boat  to  make  a 
passage  from  one  place  to  the  other.  When  the 
circulating  medium  was  abundant  in  New  Or- 
leans, it  was  abundant  in  Cincinnati;  and  when 
there  was  depression  in  one  place  there  was  de- 
pression in  the  other,  Cincinnati  was  a  young 
city,  and  in  all  cities  of  that  kind  there  was  a 
greater  facility  of  spending  money  than  getting 
possession  of  it.  She  was  like  a  young  man  en- 
tering into  business,  it  became  necessary  for  her 
to  borrow  money,  and  it  was  borrowed  money 
that  enabled  her  to  expand  her  energies.  She  was 
indebted  to  the  eastern  cities;  the  operation  there- 
fore, of  the  late  measures  was  felt  with  p<  culiar 
severity  in  Cincinnati.  Distress  had  been  felt 
by  the  merchants,  because  they  had  bought 
stock  at  a  timewhen  stock  was  at  a  high  price, and 
were  waiting  till  the  usual  time  of  sending  their 
goods  to  market.  Since  however  they  had  made 
their  purchases  the  price  of  stock  had  depreciated 
The  mechanic  of  Cincinnati  was  also  suffering, 
since,  wherever,  in  a  rising  city,  a  want  of  capi- 
tal was  felt,  that  city  must  cease  to  expand  itself, 
must  cease  to  build  houses,  &c.  The  pressure 
in  Citcinnati  was  appalling.  He  had  received  a 
letter  with  the  memorial  which  he  was  abou>  at 
present,  which  stated,  that  all  classes,but  particu- 
larly the  mechanical  and  merchantile  classes, 
were  suffering  the  most  extreme  distress ;  and 
that  nothing  but  the  hope  that  Congress  would 
discover  some  means  of  relief  enabled  them  to 
support  the  pressure.    It  was  an  error  to  say  that 
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when  the  subject  should  cease  to  be  agitated  on 
this  floor,  the  agitation  of  the  country  would 
also  cease.  It  was  not  so;  the  consequences  of 
the  executive  act  must  continue  to  operate  with 
increased  violence  for  a  long  time  to  come  in 
that  section  of  country  from  whence  these  me- 
morials came.  The  distress  was  not  at  its  high- 
est there  j  and  this  fact  was  the  result  of  a  varie- 
ty of  causes.  The  situation  of  the  debtor  and 
creditor  was  changed.  The  man  who  a  short 
time  ago  owed  $200,  might,  owing  to  the  events 
that  had  taken  place,  be  now  said  to  owe  $300. 
Ohio  was  indebted  for  her  internal  improvements; 
these  improvements  were  carried  on  upon  bor- 
rowed capital ;  and  she  was  now  paying  an  an- 
nual interest  of  one-fourth  of  a  million  to.  the 
eastern  cities,  and  to  individuals  in  Europe.  The 
$25,000  which  she  paid  in  this  way  a  few  months 
ago,  was  now  epual  to  $40,000.  And  this  inter- 
est must  be  paid  ;  the  credit  of  the  State  must  be 
kept  up.  Their  traders  too  had  purchased  on 
borrowed  capital ;  upon  long  bills — six  or  eight 
months — and  these  bills  were  not  yet  paid. 

The  produce  thus  bought  had  been  sent  to 
New  York,  at  which  place  every  one  knew  there 
was  a  great  scarcity  of  money;  the  stock  would, 
therefore,  be  depreciated,  and  the  bills  predicated 
upon  that  stock  could  not  be  met.  Some  few 
persons  might  be  so  fortunate  as  to  be  able  to 
meet  their  bills,  but  the  generality  of  the  traders 
must  necessarily  fail  to  do  so,  unless  some  means 
were  devised  to  remedy  the  existing  evils.  The 
banks,  too,  dared  not  venture  to  make  loans  on 
the  stock,  knowing  that  it  would  be  found  insuf- 
ficient to  meet  the  bills  which  had  been  predicat- 
ed upon  it;  specie  could  not  come  into, this  part 
of  the  country  either,  for  specie  must  be  pur- 
chased, and  the  produce,  as  I  before  said,  was 
unequal  to  meet  the  demands  existing  against  the 
trader;  he  could  not,  therefore,  bring  back  specie 
with  him.  There  was  another  reason  why  the 
pressure  would  be  extreme  in  the  western  coun- 
try, The  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
could  not  circulate  because  there  was  a  difference 
of  exchange  between  the  west  and  east.  Every 
man  who  got  a  five  dollar  bill  now  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  hoarded  it  up  for  the  purpose 
of  exchange.  The  notes  of  the  U.  States  Bank 
were  notes  at  a  premium  of  one  per  cent,  even 
over  the  Spanish  milled  dollar.  This  accounted 
for  the  fact,  that,  although  the  loans  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  was  as  liberal  as  usual,  there 
were  fewer  of  its  notes  in  circulation.  They  all 
centered  in  the  eastern  States,  where  they  were 
wanted.  The  notes- of  other  banks  circulated 
freely  a  short  time  since,  but,  that  was  no  longer 
the  case.  Confidence  had  been  impaired,  one  of 
the  banks  (that  of  Maryland)  had  failed,  and  this 
morning  the  Bank  of  this  District  had  also  failed. 
Tliry  had  a  right  to  suppose  that  these  failures 
wer.:  the  result  of  the  late  measures.  No  man, 
f.hexfore,  could  retain  in  his  possession  a  dollar 
of  any  bank  not  in  his  immediate  neighborhood, 
because  he  could  not  tell  when  the  bank  was 
about  to  fail.  People  five  hundred  miles  off 
could  not  have  any  knowledge  that  such  an  event 
was  about  to  take  place.  The  result,  therefore, 
would  be  that  the  notes  would  not  circulate  freely. 


Such  was  the  situation  of  the  source  of  cir- 
culation, and  those  causes  combined,  had  ren- 
dered the  circulating  medium  more  scarce  than 
it  had  been  for  many  years  past.  He  had  ho- 
ped that  Ohio  would  have  established  new  banks 
which  would  have,  in  a  great  measure,  alleviat- 
ed the  pressure.  There  was  an  attempt  made 
to  establish  a  political  bank,  but  it  failed,  and 
never  would  be  carried  into  practice.  The  re- 
strictions which  the  legislature  had  thrown  a- 
round  State  banks,  rendered  the  banks  in  Ohio 
secure,  whilst  they  also  rendered  it  difficult  to 
put  State  banks  in  operation.  In  the  present 
state  of  things  it  was  difficult  to  subscribe  mo- 
ney for  the  establishment  of  new  banks,  and 
those  which  were  in  operation  were  safe. 

The  relief  asked  for  was,  that  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  might  be  rechartered,  or  some 
bank,  which  would  support  a  national  currency 
might  be  established.  He  concurred  in  the 
main  prayer  of  the  petition;  although  there 
were  some  things  in  which  he  could  not  concur, 
but  they  were  of  small  importance.  But  it  was 
vain  to  apply  to  the  Senate*  It  could  apply  no 
remedy.  So  far  as  relief  was  looked  for  from 
that  body  relief  was  hopeless.  It  could  do  no- 
thing. The  remedy  must  come  from  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  MORRIS  would  ask  his  honorable  col- 
league for  information,  whether  the  memorial 
presented  from  the  county  of  Hamilton  was  in 
pursuance  of  a  meeting  which  was  held  on  the 
24th  February.  He  conjectured  that  it  was 
the  fact,  and  that  the  meeting  said  to  be  held 
at  Columbus  arose  from  that  meeting.  He  had 
some  knowledge  of  the  people  of  Ohio,  and 
had  some  reason  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  the 
information  which  had  been  received  by  his 
colleague  of  the  memorial  being  signed  without 
distinction  of  party.  He  believed  the  memorial 
was  decidedly  of  a  party  character.  The  gen- 
tleman who  drew  it  up  was  well  known  for  his 
opposition  to  the  present  administration.and  ano- 
ther gentleman,  of  opposite  views,  which  at- 
tempted to  address  the  meeting  at  which  it  was 
voted,  was  put  down  by  the  hisses  and  noise  of 
the  meeting;  although  the  usual  term,  "with- 
out distinction  of  party,''  were  used  in  calling 
the  meeting.  ^  He  had  also  heard  that  a  deci- 
sion on  the  resolution  was  delayed  until  a  great 
portion  of  the  }  ersons  who  were  in  favor  of  the 
administration  had  retired  from  the  meeting. 

The  character  of  the  meeting  could  not  be 
received  as  evidence  of  the  political  character 
of  the  State  of  Ohio.  The  originator  of  that 
meeting  was  a  principal  agent  in  transferring 
what  were  called  the  Nationals,  to  the  Antima- 
sonic  party. 

Mr.  EWING  said,  he  had  presented  no  me- 
morial from  that  meeting. 

Mr.  MORUIS  had  not  said  so  ;  but  he  would 
ask  whether  the  memorial  did  not  emanate  from 
that  meeting. 

Mr.  EWING  said,  the  memorial  would  show 
for  itself. 

Mr.  MORRIS  saw,  from  the  reading  of  the 
memorial,  that  he  was  not  mistaken  in  point  of 
fact.     He  would  state  again,  that  the  meeting 
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was  decidedly  a  party  meeting.  The  memorial 
held  the  language,  that  the  meeting  complained, 
not  of  actually  existing  distress,  but  of  a  fear 
that  distress  would  ensue.  It  would  be  desira- 
ble that  his  colleague,  instead  of  dealing  in  ge- 
neralities, should  bring  some  facts  to  the  view 
of  the  Senate,  as  to  what  the  actual  state  of 
the  country  was — what  was  the  state  of  the  mo- 
ney marfcet — aad  how  things  were  actually  af- 
fected. Why  he  (Mr.  Ewing)  said,  that  labor 
was  not  meeting  its  reward.  He  (Mr.  Morris") 
believed  the  reverse  was  the  case.  He  believed 
it  was  true,  that  the  Legislature  had  incorpora- 
ted a  number  of  banks;  one  in  Columbia,  with 
a  capital  of  three  or  four  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  that  the  whole  stock  was  subscribed 
for  in  four  days  ;  and  another,  of  a  similar  de- 
scription, in  another  part  of  the  State,  the  stock 
of  which  was  taken  up  in  a  like  short  time.  Did 
this  show  a  scarcity  in  the  money  market  ? 
Then,  what  was  the  state  of  produce  in  Ohio? 
What  was  the  case  with  the  great  article  of  pro- 
duce of  Ohio?  The  public  prints  said  it  was 
rising. 

It  was  a  surprising  fact,  that  with  all  the  in- 
dustry that  was  used,  and  all  the  exertion  that 
was  made,  to  induce  the  people  to  subscribe  to 
memorials  of  this  kind,  there  had  not  been  more 
memorials  presented.  What  impression  had  all 
the  industry,  and  all  the  exertions  of  the  party , 
been  able  to  produce  on  that  State?  Literally 
none.  As  far  as  his  knowledge  extended,  there 
was  no  pressure  there.  The  people  of  Ohio 
were  able  to  meet  any  pressure  which  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  might  bring  upon  them. 
It  was  true,  the  memorialists  had  not  thought  of 
stating  an  opposition  to  Government,  but  they 
thought  the  bank  constitutional  and  useful. 
That  seemed  to  be  the  character  of  the  meeting 
in  Cincinnati.  The  President  at  that  meeting, 
was  a  man  whom  Mr.  M.  esteemed  very  highly; 
but  he  was  also  a  friend  of  the  bank.  They 
(the  memorialists)  wisely  called  to  .the  Chair 
persons  who  were  known  not  to  be  friends  to 
the  administration. 

They  appointed  a  committee,  said  Mr.  M.,  in 
each  ward  in  the  city,  for  the  purpose  of  collect- 
ing signers  to  the  memorial.  The  very  gentle- 
men to  whom  these  orders  were  given,  wfused 
to  act  as  agents  of  the  bank,  but  sent  informa- 
tion to  the  meeting,  that  against  the  bank  they 
were  ready  to  act,  but  not  for  it.  A  general  call 
was  made  for  a  convention  of  the  people  of  the 
county.  The  convention  assembled,and  Mr.  M. 
had  received  their  proceedings,  which  he  had  for 
some  time  desired  to  present,  in  which  the  people 
of  the  county  expressed  their  disapprobation  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  bank,  and  that  the  institu- 
tion itself  was  unconstitutional.  The  county  of 
Hamilton  was  a  sure  index  to  the  political  voice 
of  the  State  of  Ohio.  The  legislature,  too,  with 
great  unanimity,  had  decided  against  the  bank. 
The  4210  on  this  memorial  were  a  meagre  mi- 
nority of  the  county,  scarcely  equal  to  a  majori- 
ty of  the  voters  in  Cincinnati.  In  that  city  a 
majority  had  been  heretofore  opposed  to  the  ad- 
ministration. Mr.  M.  had  no  fear  of  distress  in 
in  that  part  of  the  country.    His  colleague  had 


gone  on  to  show  that  the  price  of  articles  was 
so  fallen,  that  a  man  who  could  formerly  have 
paid  a  debt  with  $200,  was  now  indebted  to  the 
value  of  $300.  Mr.  M.  had  information  that  the 
price  of  common  articles  at  this  time  was  better 
than  the  average  for  some  years  past.  Mr.  M. 
said  there  was  nothing  but  a  panic,  designed  to 
produce  effect  where  facts  were  not  known.  He 
had  information  that  there  was  no  particular 
pressure  in  the  money  market  at  Cincinnati. 
Building  was  not  going  on  as  heretofore,  and 
this  circumstance  was  caused  by  the  bank,  to 
induce  the  support  of  that  institution.  The  stock 
of  new  banks  of  Ohio,  were  obtaining  subscrip- 
tions as  usual.  If  Mr.  M.  was  right,  the  cry  of 
distress  from  Ohio  had  come  rather  too  late,  after 
the  panic  was  past.  All  the  United  States 
Bank  could  do  to  produce  pressure  and  panic, 
had  been  done ;  but  the  resources  of  the  people 
of  that  country,  were  beyond  the  power  of  the 
bank. 

His  colleague  had  fallen  into  another  gross 
error  in  saying  that  Cincinnati  had  risen  on  bor- 
rowed capital.  He  trusted  this  was  not  the  fact. 
He  for  one  would  say,  that  a  nation  qf  borrow- 
ers were  a  nation  of  slaves  ;  the  borrower  was 
servant  to  the  lender.  W«re  the  people  of  Ohio 
in  that  condition  ? 

His  colleague  had  discovered  that  the  alarm- 
ing failure  of  the  little  bank  of  Maryland  would 
affect  the  great  agricultural  interests  of  the  State 
of  Ohio.  He  did  not  think  the  failure  of  half  a 
dozen  such  banks  would  do  so,  any  more  than 
a  pebble  falling  into  the  Potomac.  He  had  never 
heard  the  bank  mentioned,  or  seen  a  dollar  of  its 
money,  till  he  came  to  this  city. 

The  gentleman  had  alluded  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  last  legislature  of  the  State,  and  had  spo- 
ken against  political  banks.  Mr.  M.  differed 
from  many  of  his  friends  on  this  subject.  He 
thought  the  people  should  keep  the  banks  under 
their  control,  as  much  as  their  other  institutions. 
The  hon.  Senator  continued.  He  had  never 
yet  been  able  to  discover  why  the  Government 
itself  was  not  competent  to  manage  a  bank.  If 
paper  was  to  be  the  currency  of  the  country, 
why  was  not  the  Government  as  capable  of  fur- 
nishing it  as  a  corporation  ?  He  begged  here 
to  say,  however,  that  he  was  only  expr«  ssing1 
his  own  opinion  in  opposition  to  what  had  been 
said  by  his  colleague. 

His  colleague  had  said  that  property  in  Ohio 
could  not  be  sold,  and  had  asked,  "who  wan  to 
purchase  it  ?"  To  this  he  (Mr.  M.)  could  say, 
all  men.  Every  description  of  articles  had 
a  ready  sale  during  the  last  season,  and  did  so 
at  the  present  time.  There  was  no  difficulty 
in  getting  at  least  a  living  price;  prises  were 
as  high  as  usual.  When  his  colleague  should 
look  at  these  facts,  he  (Mr.  M.)  was  certain  he 
would  give  up  the  idea  that  stock  in  Ohio  could 
not  be  sold.  It  was  true  there  might  be  some 
pressure,  but  it  was  caused  by  the  bank. 
There  was  one  view  which  he  took  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  bank  in  creating  a  pressure,  which 
he  should  take  an  opportunity  of  explaining 
fully  when  he  presented  the  memorial  from  the 
Hamilton  County  Convention.     The  bank  had 
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produced  distress,  and  justified  itself  for  so 
doing1,  by  al.uding  to  the  antagonist  position 
which  had  been  assumed  by  the  Executive  to- 
wards it.  To  his  mind  this  was  conclusive  evi 
dence  against  the  bank.  It  had  the  power  to 
distress  the  people;  it  could  exercise  this  pow* 
er  at  its  will  and  pleasure,  and  such  being  the 
case,  he  thought  it  high  time  that  such  a  dan- 
gerous institution  should  come  to  an  end.  It 
was  managed  by  human  hands,  and  although 
the  present  directors  might  be  as  perfect  as 
men  could  bt,  the  power  to  which  he  alluded 
might  pass  out  of  their  hands  into  the  hands  of 
others  who  would  abuse  it.  There  was  no  con- 
trol over  this  power  to  create  distress,  and  if 
mfn  were  apt  to  abuse  power  when  there  was 
no  accountability,  they  could  not  do  better  than 
put  an  end  to  this  power  now.  He  would  teach 
the  citizens  of  this  country  to  look  to  their  own 
means  for  support,  and  not  to  depend  upon 
borrowed  capital  for  subsistence.  He  would 
to-day  present  the  counter  memorial  which  he 
had  received  from  Hamilton  county,  but  within 
the  last  24  hours  he  had  received  another  paper 
of  a  similar  character,  from  Warren  county. 
This  paper  had  been  passed  at  one  of  the  larg- 
est meetings  ever  known  in  that  part  of  the 
country.  Warren  county  had  heretofore  been 
an  opposition  county,  but  the  operation  of  the 
bank  during  the  last  year  had  effected  a  com- 
plete revolution  there.  Before  he  presented 
these  memoiials,  he  wished  to  have  an  inter- 
view with  one  of  the  representatives  of  his  State 
in  the  other  House,  after  which  he  should  take 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  laying  the  papers 
before  the  Senate,  and,  in  accordance  with  the 
wishes  of  his  constituents, of  expressing  his  sen- 
timents upon  the  bank  question.  He  held  the 
bank  to  be  wholly  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  MANGUM  rose  to  make  an  inquiry. 
The  Senator  from  Ohio  had  said,  that  the  bor- 
rower was  the  slave  of  the  lender.  This  was 
perfectly  new  to  him;  (Mr.  Mangum);  he  was 
not  before  aware  that  this  was  the  case.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  the  State  of  Ohio  had 
not  borrowed  large  sums  from  foreign  capital- 
ists; and  if  she  had,  whether  the  inhabitants  of 
that  State  had  acted  in  accordance  with  the 
axiom  of  the  honorable  Senator  (Mr.  Mokris) 
whether,  in  borrowing  the  money  alluded  to, 
they  had  recognised  the  condition  of  slavery' 
If  they  bad  done  so,  the  circumstance,  he  sup- 
posed, could  not  have  happened  under  a  Jack- 
son administration. 

Mr.  MORRIS  would  not  dispute  the  fact  with 
the  honorable  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  he 
would  leave  it  on  the  ground  from  whence  he 
(Mr.  M.)  drew  his  inferences.  He  would  not 
pretend  to  say  that  the  author  from  whom  he 
had  quoted  the  saying  «'that  the  borrower  was 
the  slave  of  the  lender"  was  wiser  than  the 
hon.  Senator.  But  he  would  say,  that  at  the 
time  the  canal  system  was  introduced,  he  had 
stated  his  aversion  to  being  placed  under  that 
influence  which  gentleman  now  seemed  so  much 
to  dread— he  meant  New  York  influence.  But 
in  answer  to  his  objections,  he  was  told  there 
was  no  danger;  that  New  York  was  a  just  and 


magnanimous  State.  He  was  told  that  New 
York  had  borrowed  all  the  money  by  which  she 
had  carried  on  her  improvements,  from  her 
own. citizens,  and  he  wished  the  example  of 
New  York,  to  be  followed  in  his  own  State. 
He  was  happy  to  say,  however,  that  the  fears  he 
had  felt  upon  that  occasion  were  groundless. 
Nothing  disadvantageous  had  resulted  to  Ohio 
from  the  arrangement  with  New  York.  So  far, 
therefore,  he  considered  himself  the  servant  of 
New  York;  there  was  no  obligation  so  strong  as 
that  of  gratitude. 

Mr.  EWING  said,  he  had  not  given  way  for 
a  speech,  but  for  reply.  He  was  gratified  to 
learn,  that  the  produce  of  the  Western  country 
was  fetching  such  high  prices  as  described  by 
his  honorable  colleague.  He  feared,  however, 
that  there  was  some  mistake  in  the  information 
which  that  gentleman  had  received.  Mr.  E. 
here  enumerated  several  descriptions  of  pro- 
duce which  had  fallen  greatly  in  value — flour, 
wheat,  whiskey,  &c,  of  the  two  latter,  wheat 
had  fallen  from  62£  and  68  cents  per  bushel  to 
37  1-2  cents,  and  whiskey  from  20  to  15.  Fat 
cattle  had  also  depreciated  $2  in  the  100. 
There  was  not  money  in  the  cattle  districts  t» 
purchase  with.  Ten  thousand  head  of  fine 
fit  cattle  were  there  for  sale,  and  no  one  to 
buy  them.  Heretofore,  there  had  always  been 
great  competition  among  purchasers.  The  cat- 
tle were  actually  put  up  to  auction  on  the 
farms,  and  the  buyers  were  to  be  seen  eagerly 
bidding  against  each  other. 

He  trusted  his  hon.  colleague  did  not  intend  to 
impute  to  him  what  he  would  not  impute  to  his 
colleague.  His  information  was,  that  the  mar- 
kets were  depressed,  and  that  the  depression 
continued  to  increase.  He  ventured  to  predict, 
when  it  was  argued  that  no  pressure  was  felt  in 
I  Pennsylvania,  that  pressure  would  come  and  it 
t  did  come;  and  he  would  now  venture  to  predict 
from  the  combination  of  causes,  that  the  pres- 
sure in  Ohio  would  increase  and  be  more  severe 
in  the  latter  end  of  the  present,  and  in  the  com- 
ing month.  This  he  predicted  from  natural 
causes. 

He  was  inclined  to  think  that  his  colleague 
was  mistaken  in  regard  to  the  subscription  to  the 
banks.  He  doubted  whether  the  bank  at  "Wor- 
cester had  had  its  stock  subscribed;  or,  if  it  was 
subscribed,  whether  it  had  been'  paid;  and  he 
had  the  same  doubts  with  regard  to  the  bank  at 
Cincinnati.  He  was  satisfied  that  the  plan  of 
that  bank  was  the  most  advantageous  to  stock- 
holders of  any  bank,soas  to  induce  purchases  of 
its  stock;  but  he  did  not  think  the  stock  had  been 
paid  in;  and  no  relief  could  therefore  come  from 
that  quarter.  He  denied  having  said  that  the 
city  of  Cincinnati  existed  on  a  borrowed  capital; 
but,  that  business  was  there  largely  carried  on, 
on  borrowed  and  foreign  capital,  was  known  for 
a  fact,  and  he  would  not  deny  it.  He  did  not 
conceive  that  the  borrower  was  the  slave  or  ser- 
vant to  the  lender.  The  man  that  borrowed,  as 
long  as  he  had  life  and  health,  and  industry  and 
perseverance,  was,  in  every  respect,  equal  to 
the  man  from  whom  he  borrowed.    The  borrow- 
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er  was   no  more  servant  to  the  lenaer  thui  the 
lender  was  to  the  borrower. 

He  had  nothing  to  say  about  political  parties; 
and  would  say  nothing  of  what  they  had  done. 
It  was  a  kind  of  discussion  into  which  he  was 
not  disposed  to  bring  himself.  Both  of  the  me- 
morials were  signed  without  distinction  of  party, 
as  far  as  he  knew.  He  had  no  one  -at  the  place 
to  say  what  was  this  man's  or  that  man's  motive; 
and  it  was  not  his  duty  as  a  Senator,  to  make 
the  inquiry.  He  had  stated  his  own  knowledge 
of  the  memorialists,  and  was  acquainted  with 
many  of  them.  They  belonged  to  both  parties. 
He  had  examined  into  the  subject,  and  knew 
that  what  he  stated  was  in  fact  as  he  had  stated 
it;  and  he  gave  the  memorial  accompanied  by 
strictures  which  he  found  himself  authorized  to 
do. 

Several  reports  were  made  by  committees 
upon  private  bills. 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be 
directed  to  cause  to  be  ascertained  and  report- 
ed to  the  Senate,  the  aggregate  numbers  of  all 
who  have,  or  shall  have  on  the  day  of  his  re- 
port, presented  petitions,  memorials,  or  other 
proceedings,  to  the  Senate,  for  or  against  the 
Executive  measure  of  the  removal  of  the  public 
deposites,  distinguishing  the  number  appertain- 
ing to  each  petition,  memorial,  or  other  pro- 
ceedings, (modified  as  follows  by  Mr.  Poindex- 
tek,)  and  specifying  the  city,  town,  county, 
and  State,  from  which  the  memorial  or  petition 
was  received. 

He  said,  that  there  was  a  great  variety  of  pe- 
tions  and  memorials  presented  to  the  Senate , 
upon  the  state  of  the  country  ;  and  it  would  be 
desirable  to  him,  at  least,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
to  other  Senators  also,  to  see  the  aggregate 
number  of  names,  which  were  appended  to 
these  petitions,  collected  in  one  view. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  asked,  whether,  by  the  rule 
of  the  Senate,  the  motion  ought  not  to  lie  a 
day  upon  the  table. 

The  President  said,  that  the  motion  was 
quite  in  order . 

Mr.  WRIGHT'S  object  in  rising,  was  not  to 
delay  the  order,  but  to  say  that  it  was  a  very 
uncertain  task  for  the  Secretary  to  perform,  ow- 
ing to  the  uncertainty  which  existed  as  to  the 
number  of  names  which  were  appended  to  the 
memorials,  being  in  some  cases  different  from 
the  number  stated  in  the  instructions  which 
were  received  with  the  memorials.  There 
were  two  memorials  which  had  been  pre- 
sented by  him  from  the  Stale  of  New  York,  sta- 
ted to  contain  a  certain  number  of  names, 
which  were  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the 
names;  and  which,  when  printed,  contained 
fewer  signatures,  by  one  half,  than  the  memo- 
rials, upon  the  face  ot  them,  were  said  to  con- 
tain. 

The  memorial,  as  printed,  Mr.  W.  said,  con- 
tained less  than  half  the  names  that  were  said  to 
be  upon  it  when  it  was  presented. 

Again,  if  such  an  order  were  taken  by  the 
Senate,  the  result  should  represent  truly  the 
number  of  petitioners.    In  reference  to  the 


memorial  from  Troy,  he  held  in  his  hand  a  re  • 
presentation  showing  it  contained  mistakes  of  a 
very  important  character.  He  mentioned  this 
that  members  of  the  Senate  might  each  examine 
the  memorials  from  his  own  Stale.  In  the  Albany 
memorial  he  perceived  there  was  a  mistake; 
Mr.  W.  had  presented  a  counter  memorial  from 
that  place,  which  was  said  to  contain  seven' een 
hundred  names;  but  on  counting  he  found  there 
were  only  sixteen  hundred  and  six;  and  on  the 
other  memorial,as  printed,it  appeared  there  were 
only  thirteen  hundred  and  sixty,  instead  of  two 
thousand  eight  hundred.  He  would  submit 
it  to  the  Senator  whether  the  subject  should 
not  lie  till  these  doubtful  instances  should  be 
examined. 

Mr.  CLAY  was  aware  that  absolute  preci- 
sion was  unattainable;  but  he  was  also  aware 
that  an  approximation  would  be  sufficient,  and 
where  there  were  one  hundred  thousand 
names,  small  differences  were  a  matter  of  no 
consequence.  It  was  however  desirable  to  dis- 
criminate between  those  who  were  entitled  to 
the  elective  franchise,  and  those  who  were  not, 
and  between  fictitious  and  real  persons.  If  all 
fictitious  names  were  omitted,  he  thought  those 
in  favor  of  the  Executive  would  dwindle  as  to 
numbers.  The  name  of  the  Vice  President 
must  be  stricken  out  from  the  memorial  from 
Baltimore,  and  how  many  John  Does,  Richard 
Roes.ahd  Billy  Crows, there  were, Mr.  C .  did  not 
know. 

In  respect  to  the  memorial  from  Albany,  Mr. 
C  was  persuaded  there  was  a  mistake  some 
where;  and  as  the  gentleman's  memorial  had 
more  names  than  was  to  be  expected,  and  the 
other  less,  might  it  not  be  that  the  tail  of  the 
latter  was  cut  off,  and  attached  to  his,  as  was  the 
case  with  a  Philadelphia  memorial  in  opposition 
to  a  glass  manufactory,  the  tail  of  which  was 
cut  off*  and  appended  to  a  petition  in  favor  of 
the  Executive  and  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 
It  was  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  ascertain  how 
the  mistake  as  to  the  Albany  memorial  happen- 
ed, which  he  might  probably  do  from  the  public 
printer.  In  regard  to  the  facts,  Mr.  C.  knew 
there  were  more  than  2,S00  names  on  the  me- 
morial; but  if  there  were  not  so  many,  it  was 
owing  to  some  accident  which  would  be  correc- 
ted by  an  examination  by  order  of  the  Senate. 
The  document,  though  not  entirely  accurate, 
would  be  highly  valuable;  and  he  hoped  the  or- 
der would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  spoke  as  if  Mr.  Clay's  inti- 
mation alluded  to  him. 

(Mr.  CLAY  said  it  was  not  personal.) 
Mr.  WRIGHT  would  then  say,  that  he  knew 
not,  never  had  said,  and  should  not  say,  what 
names  were  real,  and  what  fictitious.  He  had 
never  made  a  remark  of  this  tenor  about  any  pe- 
titions ;  but  the  time  had  come  when  he  must 
perform  this  duty.  They  had  received  a  peti- 
tion from  citizens  of  New  York  generally,  large 
and  respectable;  but  since  that,  they  had  receiv- 
ed petitions  from  the  various  classes;  and  the 
case  had  been  so  from  Philadelphia,  more  than 
from  New  York;  he  would  ask  whether  it  was 
not  probable  that  the  same  classes  were  duplica- 
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ted  on  one  side  or  the  other;  whether  it  was  not 
likely  that  real  names  were  not  first  attached  to 
one  general  petition,  and  then  classified. 

He  was  confident  that  the  gentleman  who 
brought  the  Albany  memorial,  believed  that  all 
the  names  they  had  mentioned  were  there;  some 
mistake  might  have  been  made  in  the  printing; 
and  should  the  Senate  adopt  this  order  till  the 
mistake  was  corrected?  He  meant  no  disres- 
pect to  any  of  the  petitioners,  but  there  must  be 
great  accuracy  in  the  conclusions. 

Mr.  CLAY  regretted  to  see  any  even  appa- 
rent opposition  to  the  measure.  The  honorable 
member  had  stated,  and  stated  truly,  that  the 
subject  was  not  free  from  difficulty ;  but  all 
these  difficulties  were  also  to  be  encountered  in 
the  progress  of  presentation,  and  there  was  no 
greater  difficulty  in  making  allowances  in  the 
aggregate,  than  in  detail.  It  would  be  necessa- 
ry to  make  an  estimate  of  the  probable  number. 

The  hon.  member  had  manifested  some  feel- 
ing on  the  subject  of  the  want  of  genuineness 
in  the  signatures;  (cutting  off'  the  tail  of  the 
memorial.)  Mr.  C.  meant  no  imputation  on 
him;  he  believed  him  incapable  of  a  measure  so 
dishonorable;  but  Mr.  C.  must  protest  against 
his  position,  that  it  was  not  right  to  examine  into 
the  character  of  petitionsjunquestionabh  it  was 
come  from  what  State  it  might.  If  there  were 
any  instance  of  fraud,  in  any  way,  Mr.  C  would 
by  all  means  have  it  exposed. 

With  respect  to  what  took  place  in  New 
York,  it  was  known  that  the  petitions  from  that 
State  were  filled  with  fictitious  names,  such  as 
Gen.  McDuffie,  DufF  Green,  and  many  others. 
All  this  created  difficulties  in  getting  at  the 
truth.  But  still,  when  the  secretary  came  to 
count  the  different  names,  they  would  be  able 
to  get  an  aggregate,  and  every  one  could  make 
allowances  for  mistakes,  8cc.  He  hoped  the 
order  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  objected  to  the  or- 
der. Most  of  the  memorials,  he  said,  had  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
would  be  under  the  contrsl  of  the  chairman  of 
that  committee  until  they  were  brought  back. 
After  they  had  been  brought  back,  the  Secreta- 
ry might  act,  but  could  not  do  so  previously. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  that  free  access  to  papers, 
under  an  order  of  this  kind,  was  always  granted 
by  committees,  and  he  had  no  doubt  the  chair- 
man would  supply  the  secretary  with  the  neces- 
sary memorials  on  this  occasion.  He  did  not 
think  any  difficulty  could  be  raised  in  that  re- 
spect. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  proposed  the  following 
modification,  which  was  adopted  and  appended 
to  the  original  resolution — "specifying  the  city, 
town,  or  county  from  which  the  memorial 
should  have  been  received." 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  wished  to  know  if  the  order 
was  also  to  distinguish  the  number  in  each 
State. 

Mr.  CLAY  replied  in  the  negative;  but  said 
he  had  no  objection  that  the  order  should  em- 
brace the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Maine. 

The  necessary  additions  were  accordingly 
made,  and. 


The  order  was  then  adopted. 

A  communication  was  here  received  from  the 
War  Department,  stating  the  amount  of  money 
expended  for  the  support  of  the  national  ar- 
mory. 

Mr.  MORRIS  reported  several  bills  as  being 
correctly  engrossed. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  moved  to  take  up  for 
consideration,  the  resolution  offered  by  him  a 
few  days  since  relative  to  the  printing  of  the  old 
journals  of  Congress. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  objected  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  at  this  time  in  con- 
sequence of  the  absence  of  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Mr.  PRESTON  said  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Georgia  was  mistaken  with  respect  to  the  rela- 
tion in  which  the  other  Senator  from  Georgia, 
(Mr.  Forstth,)  stood  towards  this  resolution. 
It  was  to  other  printing  that  that  Senator  had 
objected,  not  to  that  which  was  alluded  to  in 
this  resolution. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  said  the  resolution  involved 
some  inquiries  which  he  was  not  at  present  pre- 
pared to  answer ;  and  he  would  therefore  move 
that  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Library. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  said  that  very  heavy 
drafts  had  lately  been  made  upon  the  contingent 
fund,  and  he  had  hoped  that  no  other  resolutions 
of  this  kind  would  be  pressed  upon  the  Senate. 
He  did  not  think  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey, 
(Mr.  Southaro,)  need  take  much  trouble  to  in- 
quire into  the  expense  of  the  proposed  printing. 
He  (Mr.  K.)  had  not  been  very  diligent  in  seek- 
ing information  as  to  the  exact  sum  necessary  to 
carry  this  resolution  into  effeet,  but  he  could  saj 
that  it  would  not  be  less  than  $30,000  or  $40,- 
000.  It  was  to  this  particular  resolution,  at  this 
particular  time,  that  he  objected  ;  it  was  to  the 
principle  involved  in  the  propositions  that  he  was 
opposed.  The  abuse  connected  with  the  print- 
ing of  the  two  Houses  had  become  one  of  the  cry- 
ing grievances  of  the  nation;  one  which  the 
people  had  taken  up,  and  one  which  they  would 
no  longer  submit  to. 

Mr.  King  went  on  to  say,  that  it  seemed  to 
him,  that  when  hon.  gentleman  had  been  spend- 
ing hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  for  the  pur- 
pose of  furnishing  the  libraries  of  members,  they 
had  not  considered  the  practicable  effect  of  the 
measure  upon  Congress.  The  object  was  un- 
constitutional ;  and,  as  a  n  ecessary  consequence, 
the  means  must  be  unconstitutional  also.  Was 
it  not  an  addition  to  the  pay  of  members,  which 
they  might  and  did  convert  into  money  ?  And  it 
was  proper  to  guard  not  only  against  what  they 
do,  but  what  they  might  do.  It  was  a  fact  that 
many  members  never  received  what  Congress 
voted  to  them.  It  was  of  no  consequence  whether 
they  disposed  of  them  or  not ;  they  were  valuable 
books  in  their  libraries.  One  member,  not  then 
in  the  Senate,  had  sold  his  books  to  a  British 
minister  for  nine  hundred  dollars.  If  the  appro- 
priation were  confined  to  the  office,  and  to  the 
officers,  then  the  objection  might  be  confined  to 
liability  to  abuse.  If  at  the  end  of  Congress,  the 
books  were  to  be  delivered  to  the  Secretary  or  the 
Clerk,  and  that  each  member,  for  the  time  being 
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might  use  them,  and  they  alone,  then  the  objec-' 
tion  might  be  lessened.  It  was  said  that  the 
Senate  had  passed  a  vote  for  the  purchase  of  a 
work  which  would  cost  forty-six  thousand  dol- 
lars, whilst  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Sen- 
ate were  but  thirty  thousand  dollars.  Where,  he 
would  ask,  Was  the  monev  to  come  from  ?  Not 
from  the  contingent  fund.  It  must  be  appro- 
priated next  session.  The  people  were  startled 
at  the  appropriations. 

Some  members,  he  said,  fared  much  better 
than  others.  His  predecessor  had  voted  to  him 
three  hundred  dollars  worth  of  books,  while  he 
never  received  any,  or  would  receive  any.  If 
he  wanted  books  he  would  purchase  them  out 
of  his  pay,  as  he  ought  to  do.  It  was  stated,  as 
an  excuse  for  the  practice,  that  when  members 
carried  these  books  home,  it  was  a  means  of 
diffusing  useful  knowledge  through  the  coun- 
try. What  business  had  members  of  Congress 
to  diffuse  useful  knowledge  through  the  coun- 
try ?  What  knowledge  was  diffused  in  the 
country  by  those  books  which  were  sent  to  En- 
gland ?  If  it  was  an  abuse,  the  Senate  ought 
to  begin  there,  to  clean  out  their  own  hall;  and, 
believing  that  it  was  an  abuse,  and  not  only  an 
abuse,  but  an  assumption  of  power,  he  hoped 
the  resolution  would  be  suffered  to  lie  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  had  never  before  heard 
the  statement  made  by  the  hon.  Senator,  from 
Georgia,  of  members  of  the  other  House  having 
sold  their  books.  Such  an  abuse  of  the  privi- 
lege given  to  members  was  certainly  reprehen- 
sible, and  he  did  not  know  the  name  of  any 
one  who  had  been  guilty  of  such  a  practice. 
The  power  seemed  to  him  to  rest  in  the  gene- 
ral discretion  of  Congress. 

The  power  to  raise  money  was  limited  by 
the  Constitution  ;  but  the  power  to  appropriate 
was  not  so  limi'.ed.  Whence  was  the  power  to 
build  the  Capitol  ?  It  resulted  from  the  Con 
stitution  of  the  Government,  that  they  had  the 
right  so  to  appropriate  the  public  money,  to 
carry  on  the  Government,  and  to  furnish  mem- 
bers of  Congress  with  every  document  essential 
to  the  performance  of  their  duties.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  resolution,  was  the  diffusing  of  the 
old  Journals  of  Congress  through  the  States, 
and  to  supply  the  Executive  of  each  State  with 
copies.  So  Inr  as  it  respected  the  Senate,  at 
the  present  crisis  when  its  very  existence  was 
threatened,  when  it  was  already  assailed  and 
denounced,  it  was  important  tliat  the  people 
should  be  in  possession  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Senate,  us  recorded  in  their  join  nils,  that 
they  might  see  how  it  had  conducted.  The 
copies  when  printed  would  be  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Senate,  and  they  might  distribute  them 
as  they  should  think  hcs\.  They  were  now 
out  of  print,  and  a  single  copy  was  not  to  be 
had. 

Mr.  P.  read  from  the  journals  of  Congress, 
several  instances  in  which  the  old  journals  had 
been  printed  under  the  same  circumstances. 
He  said,  they  were  not  intended  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate,  but  for  sending  throughout  the 
country)  and   whether  they  should  confer  that 


benefit  on  the  people,  the  Senate  might  judge. 

With  respect  to  the  printing  ordered  at  the 
present  session,  the  Senate  could  not  dispense 
with  it;  they  were  public  iaws  and  documents, 
the  basis  on  which  facts  rested.  Three  volumes 
had  been  already  printed,  and  in  bringing  for- 
ward the  resolution,  it  was  estimated  that  the 
cost  would  not  exceed  $18,000.  But  let  the 
cost  be  what  it  might,  the  documents  were  'm- 
dispensible,  and  that  they  should  be  combined 
and  printed  in  volumes.  In  the  present  case 
the  cost  could  not  be  great,  and  it  was  import- 
ant at  this  time  that  the  people  should  be  in- 
formed of  the  action  of  this  Department  of  the 
Government,  from  its  commencement. 

Mr.  E  WING  did  not  perceive  any  constitu- 
tional difficulty,  and  it  there  was,  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  should  go  farther;  every  bill, 
report,  &c,  was  printed  for  members  of  the 
Senate,  and  if  one  was  unconstitutional,  the 
other  was  also;  they  had  the  same  right  to  print 
a  book  for  the  members  of  the  Senate,  as  a  bill. 
The  only  objection  was  the  abuse  of  this  right, 
and  he  regretted  any  such  abuse;  it  was  ex- 
ceedingly reprehensible. 

The  principle  by  which  he  would  be  gov- 
erned, was  this:  if  a  necessary  book -were  in 
print,  and  could  be  purchased  for  money,  he 
would  buy  it,  and  not  vote  it  for  himself;  but 
if  a  book  or  paper  was  needed  in  the  course  of 
legislation,  and  he  could  not  get  it  without 
printing,  he  would  vote  for  it,  on  the  same 
ground,  as  for  the  printing  a  bill  or  report: 
and  as  it  respected  distribution,  reports  were 
distributed  for  the  information  of  the  people, 
and  when  such  information  was  essential,  and 
could  not  be  had  without  printing  and  distribu- 
ting, Mr.  E.  would  vote  for  it.  If  the  resolu- 
tion were  put  now,  however,  he  should  vote 
against  it,  but  he  was  in  favor  of  a  reference. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Ga.  said,  if  the  practice  had 
been  actually  confined  by  the  theory  of  the 
gentleman,  there  was  no  difference  between 
them.  He  agreed  that  there  was  no  constitu- 
tional objections  to  printing  official  documents 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate.  But  he  objected  to 
printing  books  for  the  members  themselves,  to 
supply  them  with  a  valuable  library;  it  was  not 
only  an  abuse  but  an  excess  of  power.  There 
was  no  analogy  to  reports,  &c.  These  were  of 
an  official  character,  and  were  of  no  value  to 
the  members  themselves,  after  their  office  was 
performed,  but  the  case  was  different  with  his- 
tories and  similar  works.  The  capitol  was  for 
the  official  use  of  Congress,  and  the  gentleman 
might  as  well  partition  it  off,  give  it  to  individ- 
ual members  to  dispose  of,  and  let  them  pat  the 
monev  in  their  pockets,  as  to  furnish  such  books 
for  individual  members,  either  to  keep  or  to 
sell.  If  they  furnish  books,  it  should  be  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate,  to  put  in  the  library,  and 
for  the  use  of  members  who  should  succeed 
them,  and  the  books  being  in  the  capitol,  they 
would  not  need  to  be  repurchased.  Here  would 
be  another  good  effect;  these  books  would  not 
be  so  frequently  voted  for  when  individual  pro- 
fit was  precluded. 
What  were  these  books  worth  ?    He  would 
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not  give  fifty  dollars  for  all  the  copies  which 
were  proposed  to  be  printed.  This  very  work 
had  been  furnished  before  to  both  Houses  ;  eight 
or  ten  copies  were  now  in  the  library,  and  no 
reference  he  would  venture  to  say  had  ever  been 
made  to  them  since  they  had  been  placed  there. 
An  auctioneer  would  not  give  more  than  a  cen 
and  a  half  per  volume  for  them.  They  were 
mere  trash.  He  did  not  want  the  work;  be 
would  not  take  the  trouble  to  carry  it  home  ;  he 
would  not  give  it  a  place  in  his  library,  if  it  were 
presented  to  him.  The  abuse  was  oue  of  the 
grossest  kind,  and  he  hoped  that  both  Houses, 
with  a  due  consideration  for  their  own  charac- 
ters, would  refuse  it  their  sanction.  He  would 
move  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PORTER  asked  if  the  books  were  to  be 
given  to  members  ? 

Mr.  KING  said  the  proposition  was  in  the 
usual  form  ;  he  supposed  a  number  of  copies 
would  be  distributed  here,  and  the  rest  through- 
out the  country. 

Mr.  PORTER  approved  of  the  course  recom- 
mended by  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr 
Southard)  and  thought  the  subject  ought  to  be 
referred  to  a  committee.  He,  Mr.  P.,  wished  to 
know  more  about  it;  at  present  he  could  not 
say  whetherjhe  should  vote  for  the  printing  or  not. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  did  not  think  the  subject 
could  be  referred.  The  present  was,  a  proposi- 
tion for  the  action  of  the  Senate  alone.  He  had 
no  objection,  however,  to  the  reference  if  it  could 
be.  made. 

Mr.  BIBB  said  he  was  as  much  averse  to  vot- 
ing books  to  himself  as  the  honorable  Senator 
f  om  Georgia  could  be,  and  he  had  never  given  his 
v.te  to  a  proposition  that  would  have  that  effect, 
lie  meant,  however,  to  vote  for  the  present  reso- 
lution, and  to  assist  in  distributing  the  books  pro- 
posed to  be  printed.  He  thought  such  a  distri- 
bution would  be  highly  useful.  Whatever  the 
Senator  from  Georgia  might  think  of  the  work 
]  i  question,  he,  Mr.  B.,  must  be  permitted  to 
say_  that  he  knew  but  of  one  other  political  book 
vhich  could  compare  with  it  in  value.  That 
book  was  Sidney  on  Government;  it  was  the  best 
book  he  had  ever  read.  Yet  he  could  carry  his 
mind  to  a  gentleman  who  had  approved  of  that 
decision  of  the  British  Government  which  con- 
demned Sidney  to  death  for  high  treason,  for 
having  written  against  the  divine  right  of  Kings; 
against  passive  obedience  and  non-resistance. 
Now  if  the  gentleman  who  had  approved  of  the 
'Vcision  against  Sidney  were  on  the  floor  of  the 
•  enate,  he,  Mr.  B.,  had  no  doubt  he  would 
sav  that  Sidney's  work  was  "trash;"  that  it 
was  not  *  worth  a  cent,"  and  that  it  ought  to 
be  burned  !  He,  Mr.  B.,  begged  to  tell  the  Sen- 
ator from  Georgia,  that  he  thought  the  work 
proposed  to  be  printed  a  very  important  one.  It 
contained  much  of  the  history  of  our  country; 
of  our  revolution  ;  embodied  the  principles,  and 
recorded  the  votes  of  the  sturdiest  patriots  that 
ever  resisted  tyranny  and  oppression.  There 
were  men  who  looked  upon  these  patriots  as  the 
vilest  rebels;  auch  persons  would  doubtless  be 
opposed  to  the  perpetrating  the  history  of  our 
struggles  for  independence. 


Was  it  unconstitutional  for  the  old  Congress 
to  publish  these  journals?  The  representatives 
of  that  period  did  it  to  give  information  to  their 
constituents  of  what  they  had  been  doing;  to 
show  to  after  generation*  what  they  had  done. 
If  these  journals  were  distributed  and  read 
through  by  the  young  men  of  this  country, 
many  false  views  would  be  corrected  and  a 
better  idea  obtained  of  solid  government,  and 
what  liberty  really  consists  in,  than  was  at  pre- 
sent possessed.  Next  to  Sidney  on  Govern- 
ment, he  repeated  that  these  journals  of  the  old 
Congress  were  the  most  valuable  books  he 
knew  of;  and  he  would  ask  if  these  journals 
were  published  by  the  old  Congress,  had  not 
the  present  Congress  a  right  to  do  the  same. 
If  the  old  Congress  too  only  published  as  many 
copies  as  their  funds  would  permit,  and  as  were 
rendered  necessary  by  the  then  limited  popu- 
lation, did  not  common  sense  teach  that,  now 
that  the  people  of  this  country  had  grown  in 
numbers,  and  had  spread  over  a  wider  surface, 
a  greater  amount  of  copies  was  required  ? 
Nothing  was  proposed  to  be  printed  but  what 
belonged  so  the  history  of  the  Government,  of 
the  old  confederation,  the  old  Senate,  and  dur- 
ing the  time  that  he  had  had  a  seat  on  that 
floor,  from  the  year  1810  to  1814,  he  had  read, 
day  after  day,  and  night  after  night,  the  jour- 
nals of  the  old  Congress  with  the  greatest  pro- 
tit  and  advantage. 

Mr.  BIBB  was  understood  to  sav,  that  he 
should  not  vote  for  the  presentation  of  the  work 
to  members;  but  he  did  hope,  that  the  work 
would  be  put  to  press;  that  a  copy  would  be 
sent  to  the  Executive  of  each  State,  and  that  an 
additional  number  of  copies  would  be  printed 
for  sale.  He,  for  one,  was  willing  to  purchase-1 
the  work.  He  was  of  opinion,  that  the  true 
meaning  of  that  part  of  the  Constitution  which 
directed  the  printing  of  the  public  journals, 
was,  that  they  should  be  printed  for  distribution, 
not  merely  to  lie  on  the  table  of  the  Senate. 
By  distributing  the  journals,  the  constituent 
saw  what  his  representative  had  been  doing, 
and  thus  was  secured  that  valuable  check  which 
belonged  to  every  republican  nation.  He  would 
ask  one  question.  Suppose  they  published  a 
certain  number  of  copies  ;  could  they  believe 
that  these  copies  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
people  of  this  country  twenty  years  hence' 

Undoubtedly  if  our  Legislatures  did  their 
duty,  it  would  be  their  duty  to  print  new  edi- 
tions from  time  to  time,  according  as  necessity 
might  require  them.  He  was  certain  that  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Georgia  would  do  him  the 
credit  to  believe  him,  that  not  one  of  the  appro- 
priations for  which  he  had  voted  was  for  books 
to  himself,  especially  if  such  a  practice  prevail- 
ed. Mention  had  been  made  of  certain  docu- 
ments which  were  sold  by  an  individual  to  a 
British  Minister.  He  understood  that  the  do- 
cuments so  sold  were  not  of  one  year,  but  a 
series  of  documents.  The  gentleman  who  sold 
them  also  was  extremely  unwilling  to  part  with 
them,  and  would  not  have  done  it,  had  it  not 
been  for  that  which  knows  no  law— sheer  ne- 
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cessity.     He  might  have  said  with  the  apothe- 
cary in  Romeo  and  Juliet, 

"My  poverty,  and  not  my  will,  consents." 
He  was  sorry  that  that  fact  had  been  men- 
tioned on  the  floor  of  the  Senate.  He  had 
hoped,  that  considering  the  circumstances,  and 
the  necessity  by  which  the  gentleman  wa9  com- 
pelled to  make  the  sale,  charity  would  have 
induced  gentlemen  to  draw  the  veil  of  oblivion 
over  the  transaction. 

Mr.  KANE  disapproved  of  the  whole  prac- 
tice, and  moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid 
indefinitely  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Morris  moved  that  the  Senate  do  now 
adjourn. 

And,  after  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  POIN- 
DEXTER,  and  Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia, 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY,from  the  Committee 
of  claims,  reported  unfavorably  on  the  cases  of 
William  Jetts  and  John  Kutts. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  unfavorably  on  the  case  of 
John  Perkham. 

Said  unfavorable  reports  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  ADAMS, from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  a  bill  granting  a  Pension  to 
Luke  Voorhise,  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. . 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  James  Caulfield,  which  was  twice  read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  CHILTON.from  the  Committee  on  Inva- 
lid Pensions,  reported  a  bill  granting  a  pension 
to  Col.  Gideon  Morgan,  which  was  twice  read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce,  reported  a  bill  for  the  repair  and 
completion  of  the  U.  S.  Marine  Hospital,  in  the 
city  of  Charleston,  S,  C,  which  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS, 
The  committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
case  of   Hannah   Hazzard,  and  leave  given  to 
withdraw  the  same. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  CHANEY, 
The  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petitions  of  Wm.  C.  Beard  and  Sylvester  Nash, 
which  were  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON, 
The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  which 
was  instructed  on  the  8th  of  February,  "  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appro- 
priation to  pay  any  unsatisfied  claims  for  militia 
services  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  growing 
out  of  the  Indian  disturbances  in  that  Territory 
in  the  year  1832,"  was  discharged  from  the 
consideration  thereof,  and  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  was  instructed  to  make  said 
inquiry. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Mardis,  on  the  14th  of 


January,  relative    to    the  selection   of  banks, 
to  deposite  the  public  money  in. 

Mr.  CORWIN.of  Ohio,  continued  his  remarks 
until  the  hour  elapsed. 

The  House  was  about  to  proceed  to  the  ord«r 
of  the  day — when 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  POLK,that  the  rule, 
setting  aside  Fridays  and  Saturdays  for  the  con- 
sideration of  bills  of  a  private  nature,  be  suspen- 
ded, for  the  purpose  of  resuming  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government  for 
the  year  1834;  which  was  negatived;  yeas  92, 
nays  93. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
to  re-consider  the  vote  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
David  Kilbourne ;  when  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  question  was  postponed  until  Friday 
next,  the  18th  inst.  As  also,  was  that  of  an  en- 
grossed bill  entitled  "an  act  for  the  relief  of  Ed- 
ward Brooke,"  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gaetus 
Carusi. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles  were 
severally  read  the  third  time  and  passed  : 

An  act  to  authorize  letters  patent  to  be  issued 
to  Francis  B.  Ogden. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  William  Rogers,  deceased. 

An  act  for  the  relief  in  part  of  the  crew  of  the 
brig  Sarah  George. 

The  residue  of  the  sitting  was  devoted  to  pri- 
vate business. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  April  12,  1834. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS.from  the  Committee  on  the 
Territories,reported  a  bill  establishing  the  Ter- 
ritorial Government  of  Huron;  which  bill  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  of  New  York,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions,  reported  a  bill 
granting  a  pension  to  Benjamin  Leslie;  which 
bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KAVANAGH, 

The  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Po't 
Roads  was  discharged jfrom  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  resolution  of  the  Legislative 
Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  respecting 
a  road  from  St  Augustine  to  Cape  Florida, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CONNER, 

The  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  was  discharged  from  the  further  conside- 
ration of  the  case  of  Matthew  W.  Montfort; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Mardis  on  the  14th 
of  January. 

Mr.  CORWIN  concluded  his  remarks  and 
moved  to  amend  the  said  resolution  by  striking 
out  all  after  the  word  "  Resolved"  and  insert. 
Ing  in  lieu  thereof  the  following — 

That  the  reasons  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  removal  of  the  public  depo- 
sites,  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  are 
insufficient,  and  that  it  is  inexpedient  to 
enact  a  law  requesting  the  Secretary  of  the 
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Treasury  to  deposite  the  public  moneys  in  the 
State  banks." 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  said  that  the  ques- 
tion had  been  decided  by  the  House  by  the 
vote  of  Friday  week  on  the  third  resolution  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  In  the 
present  state  of  the  public  business,  it  appear- 
ed to  him  to  be  the  incumbent  duty  of  the 
House  to  devote  their  time  and  attention  to 
other  matters.  From  this  feeling1  he  would 
submit  a  motion  to  lay  both  the  original  motion 
and  the  amendment  on  the  table. 

Mr.  VINTON  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes, 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  appealed  to  the  courtesy 
of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  to  withdraw 
the  motion  in  order  to  allow  other  members  to 
express  their  opinions  briefly  on  the  question. 

Mr.  CLAY  declined,  and  stated  as  his  reason 
that  there  would  be  other  opportunities  of 
doing  so. 

Mr.  CARR  made  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  asked  for  the  ayes  and 
noes  on  this  proposition,  which  were  ordered 
and  taken.     The  vote  was,  ayes  152 — noes  11. 

So  the  call  was  ordered.  It  was  continued 
for  some  time,  until  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
WTHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  it  was  suspended, 
and  the  hour  having  expired,  the  House  passed 
to  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  in  the 
Chair,  and  took  up  private  bills. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

SENATE. 
Monday,  April  14,  1834. 

Mr.  CLAY  presented  the  proceedings  of  a 
public  meeting  of  the  young  men  of  Troy,N.  Y., 
at  the  call  of  700  of  them,  together  with  a  me- 
morial of  780  merchants  of  that  city. 

He  also  presented  the  memorial  of  800  citi- 
zens of  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  and  vicinity,  as  the 
result  of  the  largest  meeting  ever  held  in  that 
county. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  was  charged  With  the 
pleasing  duty  of  presenting  to  the  Senate  the 
proceedings  of  a  public  meeting  of  the  people, 
and  two  memorials  subscribed  by  large  numbers 
of  his  fellow  citizens,  in  respect  to  the  existing 
state  of  public  affairs. 

The  first  he  would  offer  were  the  lesolutions 
of  the  young  men  of  Troy,  assembled  upon  a  call 
of  upwards  of  seven  hundred  of  their  number. 
He  had  recently  visited  that  interesting  city.  It 
is,  (said  he)  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  a  suc- 
cession of  fine  cities  and  villages  that  decorate 
the  borders  of  one  of  the  noblest  rivers  of  our 
country.  In  spite  of  the  shade  cast  upon  it  by 
its  ancient  and  venerable  sister  and  neighbor, 
it  has  sprung  up  with  astonishing  rapidity. 
When  he  saw  it  last  fall,  he  never  beheld  a  more 
respectable,  active,  enterprising,  and  intelligent 
business  community.  Every  branch  of  employ- 
ment was  flourishing  every  heart  beat  high  in 
satisfaction  with  present  enjoyment,  and  in  hopes 
from  the  prospect  of  future  success.  How  sad- 
ly has  the  scene  changed  !     How  terrible  have 


all  their  anticipations  of  continued  and  increas- 
ing prosperity  been  dashed  and  disappointed  by 
the  folly  and  wickedness  of  misguided  rulers  ! 

The  young  men  advert  to  this  change,  in  their 
resolutions,  and  to  its  true  cause.  They  de- 
nounce all  experiment  upon  their  happiness. 
They  call  for  the  safer  councils  which  prevailed 
under  the  uspices  of  Washington  and  Madison, 
both  of  whom  gave  their  approbation  to  charters 
of  a  bank  of  the  United  States. 

But  what  gives  to  these  resolutions  peculiar 
interest,  in  his  estimation,  is,  that  they  exhibit  a 
tone  of  feeling  which  rises  far  above  any  loss 
of  property,  however  great,  any  distress  from 
the  stagnation  of  business,  however  intense. 
They  manifest  a  deep  and  patriotic  sensibili- 
ty to  executive  usurpations,  and  to  the  con- 
sequent danger  to  civil  liberty.  They  solemn- 
ly protest  against  the  union  of  the  purse  and  the 
sword  in  the  hands  of  one  man.  They  would 
not  have  consented  to  such  an  union  in  the  per- 
son of  the  father  of  his  country,  much  less  will 
they  in  that  of  any  living  man.  They  feel  that, 
when  liberty  is  safe,  the  loss  of  fortune  and 
property  is  comparatively  nothing;  but  that  when 
liberty  is  sacrificed,  existence  has  lost  all  its 
charms. 

The  next  document  which  he  had  to  offer 
was  a  memorial,  signed  by  nine  hundred  me- 
chanics of  the  city  of  Troy.  Several  of  them 
•were  personally  known  to  him.  And  judging 
from  what  he  knew,  saw,  and  heard,  he  believ- 
ed there  was  not  any  where  a  more  skilful,  in- 
dustrious, and  respectable  body  of  mechanics 
than  in  Troy.  They  bear  testimony  to^the  preva- 
lence of  distress,  trace  it  to  the  illegal  acts  of 
the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government  of  the 
removal  of  the  public  deposites  ;  ask  their  resto- 
ration, and  the  recharter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  And  the  Committee,  in  their  letter 
addressed  to  him,  say:  "  We  are,  what  we  pro- 
fess to  be,  working-men,  dependent  upon  our 
labor  for  our  daily  bread,  confine  our  attention  to 
our  several  vocations,  and  trust  in  God  and  the 
Constitutional  Congress  for  such  protection  as 
will  enable  us  to  operate  successfully." 

The  first  mentioned  depository  of  their  confi- 
dence will  not  deceive  them.  But 'I  lament  to 
say  that  the  experience,  during  this  session, 
does'not  authorize  us  to  anticipate  that  co-opera- 
tion in  another  quarter  which  is  indispensable  to 
the  restoration  of  the  Constitution  and  laws,  and 
the  recovery  of  the  public  purse. 

The  last  memorial  he  would  present,  had 
been  transmitted  to  him  by  the  secretaries  to  a 
meeting  stated  to  be  the  largest  ever  held  in  the 
county  of  Schenectady,  in  New  York.  It  is 
signed  by  about  eight  hundred  persons.  In  a 
few  instances  owing  to  the  subcc;iptions  having 
been  obtained  by  different  individuals,  the  same 
name  occurs  twice.  The  memorialists  bring 
their  testimony  to  the  existence  of  distress,  and 
the  disorders  of  the  currency,  and  invoke  the  ap- 
plication of  the  only  known,  tried,  and  certain 
remedy,  the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank. 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  (continued  Mr.  C.) 
I  will  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  say  a  few 
words  on  the  subject-matter  of  these  proceedings 
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and  memorials,  and  on  the  state  of  the  country, 
as  we  found  it  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  its  present  state. 

When  we  met,  we  found  the  Executive  in  full 
possession  of  the  public  treasury.  All  its  bar- 
riers had  been  broken  down,  and  in  place  of  the 
control  of  the  law  was  substituted  the  uncontroll- 
ed will  of  the  Chief  Magistrate.  I  say  uncon- 
trolled: for  it  is  idle  to  pretend  that  the  Execu- 
tive has  not  unrestrained  access  to  the  public 
treasury,  when  every  officer  connected  with  it  is 
bound  to  obey  his  paramount  will.  It  is  not 
the  form  of  keeping  the  accounts;  it  is  not  the 
place  where  the  public  money  is  kept;  but  it  is 
the  power,  the  authority,  the  responsibility  of 
independent  officers,  checking  and  checked 
by  each  other,  that  constitute  the  public  security 
for  the  safety  of  the  public  treasure.  This  no 
longer  exists,  is  gone,  is  annihilated. 

The  Secretary  has  sent  us  in  a  report  contain- 
ing the  reasons  (if  they  can  be  dignified  with 
that  appellation)  for  the  executive  seizure  of  the 
public  purse.  Resolutions  were  promptly  of- 
fered in  this  body,  denouncing  the  procedure  as 
unconstitutional  and  dangerous  to  liberty,  and 
declaring  the  total  insufficiency  of  the  reasons. 
Near  three  months  were  consumed  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  them.  In  the  early  part  of  this  pro- 
tracted debate,  the  supporters  of  the  executive 
measure  stoutly  denied  the  existence  of  distress, 
pronounced  it  a  panic  got  up  for  dramatic  ef- 
fect, and  affirmed  that  the  country  was  enjoy- 
ing great  prosperity.  Instances  occurred  of 
members  asserting  that  the  places  of  their  own 
residence  was  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  enviable 
and  unexampled  prosperity,  who,  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  debate,  were  compelled  reluctantly 
to  own  their  mistake,and  to  admit  the  existence 
of  deep  and  intense  distress.  Memorial  after 
memorial  poured  in,  committee  after  committee 
repaired  to  the  capitol  to  represent  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  people,  until  incredulity  itself  stood 
rebuked  and  abashed.  Then  it  was  the  bank 
that  had  inflicted  the  calamity  upon  the  country 
— that  bank  which  was  to  be  brought  under  the 
feet  of  the  Executive,  and  which  it  was  neces- 
sary, at  all  events,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Presi- 
dent, should  proceed  forthwith  to  wind  up  its 
affairs. 

And,  during  the  debate,  it  was  again  and  a- 
gain  pronounced  by  the  partisans  of  the  Execu- 
tive, that  the  sole  question  involved  in  the  res- 
olutions was  bank  or  no  bank.  It  was  in  vain 
that  we  protested,  solemnly  protested,  that  that 
was  not  the  question;  and  that  the  true  ques- 
tion was  of  immensely  higher  import;  that  it 
comprehended  the  inviolability  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  supremacy  of  the  laws,  and  the  union 
of  the  purse  and  the  sword  in  the  hands  of  one 
man.  In  vain  did  members  repeatedly  rise  in 
their  places,  and  proclaim  their  intention  to  vote 
for  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  and  their 
settled  determination  to  vote  against  the  rechar- 
ter  of  the  bank ,  and  against  the  charter  of  any 
tank.  Gentlemen  persisted  in  asserting  the 
icentity  of  the  bank  question,  and  that  contained 
inthe  resolutions;  and  thousands  of  the  people 


of  the  country  are,  to  this  moment,  deluded  by 
the  erroneous  belief  in  that  identity. 

Mr.  President,  the  arts  of  power  and  its  min- 
ions are  the  same  in  all  countries  and  in  all  ages- 
It  marks  a  victim;  denounces  it;  and  excites 
the  public  odium  and  the  public  hatred,  to  con- 
ceal its  own  abuses  and  encroachments.  It 
avails  itself  of  the  prejudices,  and  the  passions 
of  the  people,  silently  and  secretly,  to  forge 
chains  to  enslave  the  people. 

Well,  sir,  during  the  continuance  of  the  de- 
bate, we  have  been  told  over  and  over  again, 
that,  let  the  question  of  the  deposites  be  settled, 
let  Congress  pass  upon  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary, and  the  activity  of  business  and  the  pros- 
perity of  the  country  will  again  speedily  revive. 
The  Senate  has  passed  upon  the  resolutions, 
and  has  done  its  duty  to  the  country,  to  the 
Constitution,  and  to  its  conscience. 

And  the  report  of  the  Secretary  has  been  al- 
so passed  upon  in  the  other  House;  but  how 
passed  upon?  The  official  relations  which  ex- 
ist between  the  two  Houses,  and  the  expedien- 
cy of  preserving  good  feelings  and  harmony  be- 
tween them,  forbid  my  saying  all  that  I  feel  on 
this  momentous  subject.  But  I  must  say,  that 
the  House,  by  the  Constitution,  is  deemed  the 
especial  guardian  of  the  rights  and  the  interests 
of  the  people;  and,  above  all,  the  guardian  of 
the  people's  money  in  the  public  treasury.  The 
House  has  given  the  question  of  the  sufficiency 
of  tlie  Secretary's  reasons  the  go-by,  evaded  it, 
shunned  it,  or  rather  merged  it,  in  the  previous 
question.  The  House  of  Representatives  has 
not  ventured  to  approve  the  Secretary's  reasons. 
It  cannot  approve  them;  but,  avoiding  the  true 
and  original  question,  has  gone  off  upon  a  sub- 
ordinate and  collateral  point.  It  has  indirectly 
sanctioned  the  Executive  usurpation.  It  has 
virtually  abandoned  its  constitutional  care  and 
control  over  the  public  treasury.  It  has  sur- 
rendered the  keys-,  or  rather  permits  the  Exec- 
utive to  retain  their  custody;  and  thus  acquiesces 
in  that  conjunction  of  the  sword  and  the  purse 
of  the  nation,  which  all  experience  has  evinced, 
and  all  patriots  have  believed,  to  be  fatal  to  the 
continuance  of  public  liberty. 

Such  has  been  the  extraordinary  disposition 
of  this  great  question .  Has  the  promised  relief 
come?  In  one  short  week,  after  the  House  pro- 
nounced its  singular  decision,  three  banks  in  this 
District  of  Columbia  have  stopped  payment  and 
exploded.  In  one  of  them  the  Government  has, 
we  understand,  sustained  a  loss  of  thirty  thous- 
and dollars.  And  in  another,  almost  within  a 
stone's  throw  of  the  Capitol,  that  Navy  Pension 
Fund,  created  for  our  infirm  and  disabled,  but 
gallant  tars,  which  ought  to  be  held  sacred,  has 
experienced  an  abstraction  of  $20,000!  Such  is 
the  realization  of  the  prediction  of  relief  made 
by  the  supporters  of  the  Executive. 

And  what  is  the  actual  state  of  the  public  trea* 
sury?  The  President,  not  satisfied  with  the 
seizure  of  it,  more  than  two  months  before  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  appointed  a  second 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  since  the  adjournment 
of  the  last  Congress.  We  are  now  in  the  fifth 
month  of  the  session;  and  in  defiance  of  the 
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sense  of  the  country,  and  in  contempt  of  the 
participation  of  the  Senate  in  the  appoint- 
ing power,  the  President  has  not  yet  design- 
ed to  submit  the  nomination  of  his  Secreta- 
ry to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate.  Sir, 
I  have  not  looked  into  the  record,  but  from  the 
habitual  practice  of  every  previous  President,  from 
the  deference  and  respect  which  they  all  main- 
tained towards  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Go- 
vernment, I  venture  to  say  that  a  parallel  case  is 
not  to  be  found. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  a  question  of  the  highest 
importance  what  is  to  be  the  issue,  what  the  re- 
medy, of  the  existing  evils.  We  should  deal 
with  the  people  openly,  frankly,  sincerely.  The 
Senate  stands  ready  to  do  whatever  is  incumbent 
upon  it;  but  unless  the  majority  in  the  House 
will  relent;  unless  it  will  take  heed  of  and  profit 
by  recent  events,  there  is  no  hope  for  the  nation 
from  the  joint  action  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress at  this  session.  Still,  I  would  say  to  my 
countrymen,  do  not  despair.  You  are  a  young, 
brave,  intelligent,  as  yet  a  free  people.  A  com- 
plete remedy  for  all  that  you  suffer,  and  all  that 
you  dread,  is  in  your  own  hands.  And  the 
events,  to  which  I  have  just  alluded,  demonstrate 
that  those  of  us  have  not  been  deceived  who 
have  always  relied  upon  the  virtue,  the  capacity, 
and  the  intelligence  of  the  people. 

I  congratulate  you,  Mr.  President,  and  I  hope 
you  will  receive  the  congratulation  with  the  same 
heartfelt  cordiality  with  which  I  tender  it,  upon 
the  issue  of  the  late  election  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  I  hope  it  will  excite  a  patriotic  glow  in 
your  bosom.  I  congratulate  the  Senate,  the 
country,  the  city  of  New  York,  the  friends  of 
liberty  every  where.  It  was  a  great  victory.  It 
must  be  so  regarded  in  every  aspect.  From  a 
majority  of  more  than  six  thousand,  which  the 
dominant  party  boasted  a  few  months  ago,  if  it 
retain  any,  it  is  a  meagre  and  spurious  majority 
of  less  than  two  hundred.  And  the  wh'gs  con- 
tended with  such  odds  against  them.  A  triple 
alliance  of  State  placemen,  Corporation  place- 
men, and  Federal  placemen,  amounting  to  about 
thirty-five  hundred,  and  deriving  in  the  form  of 
salaries,  compensations,  and  allowances,  ordina- 
ry and  extra,  from  the  public  chests,  the  enor- 
mous sum,  annually,  of  near  one  million  of  dol- 
lars. Marshalled,  drilled,  disciplined, command- 
ed. The  struggle  was  tremendous;  but  what 
can  withstand  the  irresistible  power  of  the  vota- 
ries of  truth,  liberty,  and  their  country?  It  was 
an  immortal  triumph — a  triumph  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  the  laws  over  usurpation  here,  and 
orer  clubs  and  bludgeons  and  violence  there. 

Go  on,  noble  city  !  Go  on,  patriotic  whigs  ! 
follow  up  your  glorious  commencement ;  per- 
severe, and  pause  not  until  you  have  regenerat- 
ed and  disenthralled  your  splendid  city,  and 
placed  it  at  the  head  of  American  cities  devoted 
to  civil  liberty,  as  it  now  stands  pre-eminently 
the  first  as  the  commercial  emporium  of  our 
common  country  !  Merchants,  mechanics,  tra- 
ders, laborers,  never  cease  to  recollect  that, 
without  freedom,  you  can  have  no  sure  com- 
merce or  business  ;  and  that  without  law  you 
have  no  security  for  personal  liberty,  property, 


or  even  existence  !  Countrymen  of  Tone,  o 
Emmet,  of  Macneven,  and  of  Sampson,  if  anj 
of  you  have  been  deceived,  and  seduced  into  the 
support  of  a  cause  dangerous  to  American  liberty,; 
hasten  to  review  and  correct  your  course  !  Dd 
not  forget  that  you  abandoned  the  green  fields 
of  your  native  island  to  escape  what  you  believ* 
ed  the  tyranny  of  a  British  King  !  Do  not  I  ad 
jure  you,  lend  yourselves,  in  this  land  of  youc 
asylum,  this  last  retreat  of  the  freedom  of  man,i 
to  the  establishment  here,  for  you,  and  for  us 
all,  of  that  despotism  which  you  had  proudly* 
hoped  had  been  left  behind  you,  in  Europe,  for- 
ever !  There  is  much,  I  would  fain  believe,  im 
the  constitutional  forms  of  government.  But  at' 
last  it  is  its  parental  and  beneficient  operation 
that  must  fix  its  character.  A  government  may* 
in  form  be  free,  in  practice  tyrannical ;  as  it  may) 
in  form  be  despotic,  and  in  practice  liberal  and) 
free. 

It  was  a  brilliant  and  signal  triumph  of  the : 
whigs.     And  they  have  assumed  for  themselves ! 
and  bestowed  on  their  opponents,  a  denomina- 
tion which,  according  to  all  the  analogy  of  his-  • 
tory,  is  strictly  -correct.     It  deserves  to  be  ex 
tended  throughout  the  whole  country.     What  ( 
was  the  origin,  among  our  British  ancestors,  ot  t 
those  appellations?     The  tories  were  the  sup-  • 
porters  of  executive  power,  of  royal  preroga- 
tive, of  the  maxim  that  the  King  could  do  no  I 
wrong,  of  the  detestable  doctrines  of  passive  ■ 
obedience  and  non-resistance.     The  whigs  were 
the  champions    of  liberty,  the  friends  of  the 
people,  and  the  defenders  of  the  power  of  their 
representatives  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

During  our  revolutionary  war,  the  tories  took 
sides  with  Executive  power  and  prerogative, 
and  with  the  King,  against  liberty  and  indepen- 
dence. And  the  Whigs,  true  to  their  princi- 
ples, contended  against  royal  executive  power, 
and  for  freedom  and  independence. 

And  what  is  the  present  but  the  same  con- 
test in  another  form?  The  partisans  of  the  pre- 
sent Executive  sustain  his  power  in  the  most 
boundless  extent.  They  claim  for  him  all  ex- 
ecutive authority.  They  make  his  sole  will  the 
governing  power.  Every  officer  concerned  in 
the  administration,  from  the  highest  to  the  low- 
est ,  is  to  conform  to  his  mandates.  Even  the 
public  treasury,  hitherto  regarded  as  sacred, 
and  beyond  his  reach,  is  placed  by  them  under 
his  entire  direction  and  Control.  The  Whigs  of 
the  present  day  are  opposing  executive  en- 
croachment, and  a  most  alarming  extension  of 
executive  power  and  prerogative.  They  are 
ferreting  out  the  abuses  and  corruptions  of  an 
administration ,  under  a  Chief  Magistrate  wh« 
is  endeavoring  to  concentrate  in  his  own  per- 
son the  whole  powers  of  Government.  They 
are  contending  for  the  rights  of  the  people,  for 
rebuke  usurpation.  Senators,  let  us  remain 
civil  liberty,  for  free  institutions,  for  the  supre- 
macy of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws.  The 
contest  is  an  arduous  one  ;  but,  although  the 
struggle  may  be  yet  awhile  prolonged,  by  tb* 
blessing  of  God  and  the  spirit  of  our  ancestor', 
the  issue  cannot  be  doubtful. 

The  Senate  stands  in  the  breach,  ready  tote 
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end  the  Constitution.and  to  relieve  the  distress" 
6  of  the  people.  But,  without  the  concurrence 
I  another  branch  of  Congress,  which  ought  to 
Je  the  first  to  yield  it,  the  Senate  alone  can 
end  forth  no  act  of  legislation.  Unaided,  it  can 
o  no  positive  good;  but  it  has  vast  preventive" 
■ower.  It  may  avert  and  arrest  evil,  if  it  cannot 
teadily  by  the  Constitution  and  the  country,  in 
his  most  portentous  crisis;  let  us  oppose,  to  all 
ncroachments  and  to  all  corruption,  a  manly, 
esolute,  and  uncompromising  resistance;  let  us 
dopt  two  rules  from  which  we  will  never  de- 
late, in  deliberating  upon  all  nominations.  In 
he  first  place,  to  preserve  untarnished  and  un- 
inspected the  purity  of  Congress,  let  us  nega- 
ive  the  nomination  of  every  member  for  any 
>ffice,  high  or  low,  foreign  or  domestic,  until 
he  authority  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  is 
'ully  restored.  1  know  not  that  there  is  any 
nember  of  either  House  capable  of  being  influ- 
enced by  the  prospect  of  advancement  or  pro- 
notion;  I  would  be  the  last  to  make  such  an  in- 
sinuation; but  suspicion  is  abroad,  and  it  is  best, 
n  these  times  of  trouble  and  revolution,  to  de- 
fend the  integrity  of  the  body  against  all  possi- 
)le  imputations.  For  one,  whatever  others  may 
lo,  I  here  deliberately  avow  my  settled  deter- 
mination, whilst  1  retain  a  seat  in  this  Chamber, 
o  act  in  conformity  to  that  rule.  In  pursuing 
t,  we  but  act  in  consonance  with  a  principle 
proclaimed  by  the  present  Chief  Magistrate 
limself  when  out  of  power.  But,  alas  !  how 
ittle  has  he  respected  it  in  power!  How  little 
las  he,  in  office,  conformed  to  any  of  the  prin- 
;iples  which  he  announced  when  out  of  office. 

And,  in  the  next  place,  let  us  approve  of 
the  original  nomination  of  no  notorious  brawl- 
ng  partisan  and  electioneerer;  but,  especially, 
»f  the  re-appointment  of  no  officer  presented 
to  us,  who  shall  have  prostituted  the  influence 
of  his  office  to  partisan  and  electioneering  pur 
poses.  Every  incumbent  has  a  clear  right  to 
exercise  the  elective  franchise.  I  would  be  the 
ast  to  controvert  or  deny  it.  But  he  has  no 
eight  to  employ  the  influence  of  his  office,  to  ex 
ercise  an  agency  which  he  holds  in  trust  for  the 
people,  to  promote  his  own  selfish  or  party 
purposes.  Here,  also,  we  have  the  authority 
of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  for  this  rule; 
and  the  authority  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Ghuhdy,)  merits  last- 
ng  praise  for  his  open  and  manly  condemnation 
of  these  practices  of  official  incumbents.  He 
was  right,  when  he  declared  his  suspicion  and 
distrust  of  the  purity  of  the  motives  of  any  offi- 
cer whom  he  saw  busily  interfering  in  the  elec- 
tions of  the  people. 

Senators!  we  have  a  highly  responsible  and 
arduous  position  ;  but  the  people  are  with  us, 
and  the  path  of  duty  lies  clearly  marked  before 
us.  Let  us  be  firm,  persevering,  and  unmoved. 
Let  us  perform  our  duty  in  a  manner  worthy 
of  our  ancestors — worthy  of  American  Senators 
— worthy  of  the  dignity  of  the  Sovereign  States 
that  we  represent :  above  all,  worthy  of  the 
name  of  American  freemen !  Let  us  "pledge 
our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  sacred  honor," 
to  rescue  our  beloved  country  from  all  impend' 


ing  dangers.  And,  amidst  the  general  gloom 
and  darkness  which  prevail,  let  us  continue  to 
present  one  unextinguished  light,  steadily 
burning,  in  the  cause  of  the  People,  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  of  Civil  Liberty. 

They  were  read,  referred,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  compro- 
mise and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  United 
States  with  the  Alleghany  Bank,  in  Bedford 
county,  Penn.  Read  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  HILL,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Lay. — 
Read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  presented  a  petition  for  the 
relief  of  James  Thomas.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  beprin- 
ted. 

Mr.  S1LLSBEE  presented  a  set  of  resolutions 
from  the  people  of  Salem,  in  favor  of  the  Exe- 
cutive, and  against  rechartering  the  bank. 

In  presenting  these  resolutions,  Mr.  S.  said, 
he  believed  that  the  signers  of  them  were  re- 
spectable men.  With  some  of  them  he  had 
personal  acquaintance,  and  knew  them  to  be  so. 
He  moved  that  the  resolutions  be  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  said  he  wished  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  would  inform  the  Senate 
how  numerous  the  meeting  was  at  which  the 
resolutions  were  adopted,  or  how  many  signers 
there  were  to  the  memorial.  One  of  the  reso- 
lutions said  the  reports  of  the  conversations  of 
the  President  with  various  committees  were 
false.  He  would  like  to  know  on  what  author- 
ity they  were  said  to  be  untrue,  and  how  nu- 
merous the  meeting  was  which  made  this  deci- 
sion. 

Mr.  SILLSBEE  said, there  was  no  memorial, 
that  the  preamble  to  the  resolutions  was  signed 
by  a  committee  of  five;  but  whether  there  were 
more  than  five  or  fiv  thousand  at  the  meeting, 
he  could  not  tell;  he  knew  no  thing  more  than 
was  expressed  by  the  paper. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  said,  the  only  evidence  the 
that  there  was  a  meeting,  was  the  testimony  of 
five  men  who  said  there  was  a  meeting,  without 
saying  whether  there  were  any  more  than  the 
five  present.  Mr.  S.  wished  to  say,  as  to  the 
reports  of  committees  to  which  they  alluded, 
that  so  far  from  believing  that  they  had  misrep- 
sented  the  President,  he  felt  an  entire  confi- 
dence, from  the  best  evidence,  that  they  were 
correct.  The  committee  from  Philadelphia, 
with  some  of  whom  he  was  acquainted,  he  had 
no  doubt  had  stated  with  perfect  correctness 
what  had  transpired.  Neither  had  he  any  doubt 
in  regard  to  the  statement  of  the  gentlemen  from 
New  York. 

The  resolutions  were  then  referred  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Ala.,  presented  the  memorial 
of  a  citizen  of  South  Carolina,  praying  the  use 
of  land  on  each  side  of  the  bay  of  Mobile  for  the 
cultivation  of  the  vine;  referred  to  the  Commit- 
mittee  on  the  Public  Lands. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  S1LLSBEE,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce,  JameMcCulloch,  and  an- 
other individual  (name  unknown)  had  leave  to 
withdraw  their  papers. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  John  Hagerty,  reported  a  bill,  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
SPECIAL  ORDERS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAYTON,  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the  Pen- 
sion Fund,  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Monday  next,  on  account  of  the  temporary  ab- 
sence of  two  members  of  the  committee. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  Contin- 
gent Expenses  of  the  Senate,in  regard  to  a  res- 
olution offered  by  Mr.  Mangum,  to  repeal  the 
order  of  the  Senate,  for  procuring  documents 
from  the  printer  of  the  House,  was  taken  up  and 
read. 

The  resolution  to  repeal,  as  amended  by  the 
committee,  was  adopted. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr. 
EWING. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  report  to  the  Senate,  whether 
any  of  the  banks  which  have  recently  failed,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  had,  in  deposite  or 
otherwise,  in  their  possession,  any  of  the  public 
money;  and,  if  any,  how  much,  at  the  time  of 
their  failure. 

The  following  bills  were  then  introduced: 

An  act  authorizing  letters  patent  to  be  issued 
to  Francis  B.  Ogden.  Read  a  second  time  and 
referred  to  a  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  part  of  the  crew  of 
the  brig  Sarah  George.  Read  a  second  lime , 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Rogers. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  James  Morrison.    Passed. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  L.  Lobdell. 
Passed. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Whitford  Gill.  Pass- 
ed. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Macarty.  Pass- 
ed. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  administratrix  of 
Capt.  Francis  Hickman.     Passed. 

An  act  authorizing  the  trustees,  &c.  of 
schools  to  change  grants  which  may  have  been 
made  to  them  of  barren  land  for  sections  of  a 
more  profitable  description. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Clay, 
Moore,  Robinson,  and  Pouter — the  bill,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Bartham  and 
others,  employed  as  spies  in  the  district  of  Ar- 
kansas, during  the  year  1830.  Ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Magruder. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Rose,  Senior. 
Ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAYTON,  the  Senate 
then  took  up  for  consideration  a  bill  reported 


from  the  other  House  for  the  relief  ofHenr 
Oaks.     Ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

A  bill  granting  compensation  to  Charlc 
Barkman,  Thomas  Moore,  and  others,  for  ser-" 
vices  rendered  during  the  late  war,  as  spies. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Black  and  others 

A  bill  for  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
construction  of  a  road  from  a  point  opposite  tc 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock,  in  Arkan- 
sas Territory. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Shackford. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  F.  Maguire. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  S.  C.  Jones. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Webber. 

On  motion  of  Mr .  BLACK, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr.  GORH  AM  presented  a  memorial  of  mew 
chants  and  traders  of  the  City  of  Boston ,  prayJ 
ing  Congress  to  establish  a  ware-houseing  sys^ 
tern  on  a  liberal  basis,  so  that  all  and  every  de* 
scription  of  foreign  articles  may  be  imported' 
for  re-exportation  under  the  usual  revenue  pre* 
cautions,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  GORHAM  presented  a  petition  of  Wilf; 
liam  Sparnell,  architect  of  the  City  of  Boston,'' 
praying  to  be  paid  the  premium  offered  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  a  plan  and  estift 
mates  of  a  new  Custom  house  in  the  City  oft 
New  York;  and  which  plan  and  estimates  were 
destroyed  at  the  burning  of  the  Treasury  build*-1 
ing  in  March,  1833;  which  was  referred  to  the* 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  BKIGGS  presented  a  petition  of  Sarah! 
Foster,  widow  of  Edward  Foster,  deceased,! 
praying  that  the  pension  granted  to  her  husband 
may  be  continued  to  her,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

Mr.  J.  Q,.  ADAMS  presented  a  memorial  o| 
the  president,  officers  and  board  of  manager* 
of  the  Howard  institution,  in  the  City  of  Wasbfl 
ington,  praying  that  an  act  to  incorporate  thw 
said  institution  may  be  passed;  which  was  re« 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co4 
lumbia. 

Mr.  JOHN  REED  presented  a  petition  of 
Daniel  Fellows,  in  behalf  of  the  owners,  officers' 
and  crew  of  the  brig  Planter,  of  Edgartown, 
Mass.,  praying  that  the  debt  due  said  owners, 
officers  and  crew  by  the  Government  of  Portu- 
gal, and  admitted  by  said  Government,  may  be 
paid  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
for  the  accomplishment,  of  a  National  object, 
having  authorized  the  Government  of  Portugal ' 
to  postpone  the  said  payment;  said  petition  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.* 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  presented  a  memoriaf 
of  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Connecticut; 
praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law,  extending  to 
parties  to  actions,  in  the  circuit  courts  arising 
under  the  patent  laws  of  the  United  States,  the 
wright  to  a  writ  of  error,  or  an  appeal  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  in  all  cases  where  the  matter  in 
dispute,or  the  sum  for  which  judgment  has  been 
given,  exceeds  five  hundred  dollars. 
Mr.  HORACE  EVERETT  presented  petU 
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tions  from  Jacob  Thompson,  John  T.  Harlan, 
Coleman  Cole,  Siney  Cole,  alias  Perry,  John  R. 
Countee,  Hardy  Perry,  Thomas  Stewart,  Wil- 
liam Summons  and  Benoni  Taylor,  representing 
that  they  are  respectively  entitled  to  reserva- 
tions of  land,  &c,  by  virtue  of  the  provisions 
of  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek,  which 
land  the  officers  of  Government  refuse  to  grant 
them;  they,  therefore,  pray  relief  from  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  P.  C.  FULLER  presented  a  memorial  of 
John  Dowling,  praying  that  an  appropriation 
may  be  made  for  the  purchase  of  a  house  for 
the  Indian  agency  at  St.  Foiol,  heretofore  con- 
tracted to  be  purchased  of  him  by  John  M. 
Street,  the  Indian  agent.  • 

Said  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  WARD  presented  a  petition  of  Calvin 
Pollard,  Lafever  and  Gallier,  Isaiah  Rogers,  and 
Seth  Greer,  praying  to  be  paid  for  their  respec- 
tive plans  and  estimates  furnished  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  for  a  Custom  house,  in  the 
City  of  New  York,  which  plans  and  estimates 
were  destroyed  at  the  burning  of  the  Treasury 
buildings  in  March ,  1833. 

Said  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  presented  a  petition  of 
Neil  Snodgra-s,  a  citizen  of  Great  Britain, 
praying  that  letters  patent  may  be  granted  to 
him  for  useful  improvements  lately  made  by  him 
on  the  steam  engine. 

Said  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Patents. 

Mr.  HAZELTINE  presented  a  petition  of 
Nathaniel  Hempstead,  an  officer  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  praying  for  a  pension,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions. 

Mr.  PARKER  presented  a  memorial  of  Philip 
T.  Voorhees,  a  captain  in  the  army  of  the  U. 
States,  praying  to  be  indemnified  for  expenses 
incurred  by  him  while  commanding  the  ship 
John  Adams  in  the  Mediterranean  sea  in  the 
years  1831  and  1832,  in  carrying  United  States 
Consuls  to  their  ports  of  destination,  and  in  re- 
turning to  Tripoli  certain  ambassadors  of  that 
power,  which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  HIESTER  presented  a  memorial  of  John 
H.  Goddard  and  others,  members  of  the  Friend- 
ship Benevolent  Society  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, praying  that  an  act  may  be  passed  to  in- 
corporate said  society,  which  memorial  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  BANKS  presented  a  petition  of  Robert 
Doak,  praying  to  be  paid  for  a  horse  impressed 
from  him  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr.  STEWART  presented  a  petition  of  in- 
habitants of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying 
Congress  to  subscribe  a  million  of  dollars  to- 
wards the  construction  of  the  western  section 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 


The  SPEAKER  presented  a  memorial  of 
Thomas  Atkinson,  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  on 
behalf  of  the  heirs  at  law  of  Col.  William  Nel- 
son, deceased,  late  an  officer  of  the  army  of  the 
Revolution,  praying  to  be  paid  the  commutation 
of  half  pay  to  which  it  is  conceived  said  Colonel 
Nelson  was  entitled,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  a  memorial  of 
Benjamin  Phillips,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
setting  forth  that  he  discovered  a  method  of 
preventing  the  explosion  of  steam  engines,  and 
praying  that  a  committee  may  be  appointed  to 
examine  his  said  invention,  and  to  recommend 
the  adoption  of  whatever  measures  may  seem 
proper  in  the  premises;  which  memorial  was 
referred  to  a  committee,  and  Messrs.  White,  of 
La.,  Burges,  Cambreleng,  Reed  and  Carr,  were 
appointed  said  committee. 

Mr.  MERCER  presented  a  petition  of  the 
heirs  at  law  of  Valentine  Harrison,  late  of  the 
State  of  Virginia,  deceased,  praying  to  be  paid 
the  commutation  of  half  pay,  to  which  the  said 
Harrison  was  entitled,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  LUCAS  presented  a  petition  of  Samuel 
Griffith,  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  praying  to  be 
paid  arrears  of  pension,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILSON, 

The  petition  of  Nathan  Wiwtringar,  presented 
Feby.  3d,  1824,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  a  petition  of  inhabit- 
ants of  Harrison  county,  Va.  praying  Congress 
to  subscribe  a  million  of  dollars  towards  the 
construction  of  the  western  section  of  the  Ches- 
apeake and  Ohio  Canal. 

Mr.  MERCER  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  setting 
forth  that  because  there  is  no  such  officer  as  a 
county  Sheriff  within  the  District  of  Columbia, 
the  condemnation  of  land  for  the  use  of  the  ca- 
nal is  suffered  to  be  invalid,  and  praying  that 
the  said  condemnation  may  be  legalised  by  an 
act  of  Congress;  also,  that  punishment  may  be 
provided  for  persons  who  commit  injuries  or 
damages  on  the  canal,  and  that  the  company 
may  be  authorized  to  dispose  of  water  privileges 
within  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Said  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  JOHN  Y.  MASON  presented  a  petition 
of  inhabitants  of  Sussex  county,  Va.  praying  for 
the  establishment  of  a  post  route,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  presented  a  memorial  of 
W.  H.  Haywood,  Jr.,R.  M.  Saunders,  and  oth- 
ers, a  committee  in  behalf  of  the  justices  of  the 
courts  of  pleas  and  quarter  sessions  for  the 
county  of  Wake  and  State  of  North  Carolina, 
praying  Congress  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
a  court  house  in  said  county,  in  which  court 
house  it  is  proposed  to  hold  the  sessions  of  the 
District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  State 
of  North  Carolina;  which  memorial  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
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Mr.  GRAYSON  presented  a  petition  of  Char- 
lotte Head,  praying  that  the  pension  granted  to 
her  late  husband  may  be  continued  to-  her, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Pensions. 

W  Mr.  BURGES  presented  a  memorial  of  in- 
habitants of  Providence  county,  Rhode  Island, 
praying  for  a  restoration  of  the  deposites  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  charter 
of  said  bank  may  be  renewed,  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means. 

Memorials,  petitions,  and  resolutions  in  favor 
of  a  restoration  of  the  deposites  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  praying  Congress  to  a- 
dopt  measures  to  correct  the  derangement  of  the 
money  concerns  of  the  country,  were  present- 
ed as  follows,  viz : 

By  Mr.  BEAN,  a  memorial  of  the  citizens  of 
Dover,  New  Hampshire. 

By  Mr.  LEE,  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  the 
county  of  Salem,  New  Jersey. 

By  Mr.  POTTS,  a  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Chester  county,  Pa. 

By  Mr.  STEWART,  a  memorial  of  inhabit- 
ants of  Fayette  county,  Pa. 

By  Mr.  BINNEY,  a  memorial  of  inhabitants 
of  Union  county,  Pa. 

Memorials,  petitions,  and  resolutions  in  favor 
of  a  restoration  of  the  deposites,  and  a  renewal 
or  extension  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Stales;  or  the  incorporation  of  another 
bank  to  go  into  operation  when  the  charter  of 
the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States  shall  ex- 
pire, were  presented  as  follows,  viz: 

Mr.  E.  EVERETT,  presenting  the  memorial 
pf  citizens  of  Salem,  said:  I  rise,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
present  the  memorial  of  a  large  number  of  the 
citizens  of  Salem,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 
This  duty  has  been  devolved  upon  me,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  indisposition  of  my  colleague  and 
friend,  who  so  honorably  represents  the  town  of 
Salem,  on  this  floor,  (Mr.  Choate,)  and  who 
lately  addressed  this  House,  in  one  of  the  most 
persuasive  speeches  ever  heard  within  its  walls. 
At  his  request,  I  ask  leave  to  present  the  memo- 
rial of  a  large  and  most  respected  portion  of  his 
constituents. 

This  memorial,  sir,  as  I  am  advised,  is  signed 
by  twelve  hundred  and  eight  persons.  The  en- 
tire number  of  voters  in  the  town  of  Salem,  at 
present,  is  unknown  to  me.  It  probably  exceeds 
by  some  hundreds,  the  number  of  names  sub- 
scribed to  this  paper.  I  am  told,  that,  at  the 
most  strenuously  contested  election  which  has 
occurred  of  late  years  in  that  town,  the  whole 
vote  cast  amounted  to  between  twelve  and  thir- 
teen hundred,  of  which  about  nine  hundred  hun- 
dred were  opposed  to  the  present  administration. 
There  are,  as  I  have  said,  twelve  hundred  and 
eight  names  signed  to  this  memorial;  and  I  hold 
in  my  hand  a  copy  of  a  certificate  of  the  town 
clerk  of  that  place,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  elev- 
en hundred  and  fifteen  of  the  signers  of  the  me- 
morial are  legal  voters,  and  that,  of  the  remain- 
ing ninety-three,  the  greater  part  are  young  men 
who  have  come  of  age  since  the  last  tax  was  paid 
and  are  consequently  as  yet  not  entitled  to  vote. 


To  enable  the  House  to  understand  the  char- 
acter and  pursuits  of  the  memorialists,  and  what 
degrees  of  attention  they  are  entitled  to,  as  repre- 
senting the  various  branches  of  industry,  I  will 
read  an  analysis  of  the  signatures  which  has 
been  furnished  me.     It  is  as  follows: 

Traders  -  -  -  155 
Boot  and  shoe  manufacturers  -  108 
Tanners  and  curriers  -  -  95 
Mariners  -  -  -  90 
House  carpenters  and  ship  joiners  -  89 
Merchants  -  -  -  78 
Blacksmiths,  whitesmiths,  and  brass- 
founders  -  -  43 
Masons  -  25 
Stone-cutters  -  -  -  13 
Saddlers  and  coach  trimmers  -  13 
Ship  carpenters  and  caulkers  -  12 
Presidents  of  insurances  offices  and 

cashiers  of  banks  -  -  8 
Magistrates  and  lawyers  -  -  16 
Teachers  of  youth  -  -  17 
Clerks  -  -  13 
Druggists  -  6 
Physicians  '  -  -  12 
Clergymen  -  -  7 
Bakers  -  17 
Boatbuilders  and  sparmakers  -  6 
Printers  and  bookbinders  -  12 
Tobacconists  -  -  -  8 
Tinplate  workers  -  6 
Painters  -  -  -  34 
Coach  and  chaise  manufacturers  -  10 
Agriculturists  -  -  -  31 
Block  and  pump  makers  -  9 
Wheelwrights  -  7 
Watchmakers  and  jewellers  -  15 
Cordage,  line  and  twine  manufac- 
turers -  -  20 
Coopers  -  15 
Tailors  -  -  -  19 
Hatters  -  -  -  8 
Cabinet  makers  33 
Sawyers  -  -  5 
Miscellaneous  -  80 
Sailmakers  -  -  -  12 
Laborers  -  52 
Tallow   chandlers             -             -  9 
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Such,  sir,  is  the  composition  of  the  bank  aris- 
tocracy of  Salem,  as  appears  from  the  signa- 
tures to  this  memorial.  I  am  authorized  to 
state,  that  among  those  by  whom  it  is  signed 
may  be  found  a  large  proportion  of  the  intelli- 
gence, capital,  industry,  and  business  of  all 
kinds,  of  the  population  of  the  ancient  town  of 
Salem;  a  town,  sir,  which  stands,  with  one  or 
two  others,  first  in  numbers,  and  wealth,  and 
importance,  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts. And,  sir,  as  they  are  not  my  imme- ' 
diate  constituents,  I  do  not  deem  it  indelicate 
to  add,  that  if,  within  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, or  out  of  it,  there  is  a  place  distinguished 
among  others  for  the  solidity  and  prudence  of 
its  men  of  business,  and  for  that  union  of  thrift 
skill,  and  enterprise,  which  is  sometimes  sup- 
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posed  to  belong  to  the  New  England  character, 
the  town  of  Salem  is  that  place. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  the  rules  of  this  House 
do  not  permit  me  at  all  t«  go  into  the  argument, 
on  the  great  question  still  before  the  House. 
The  memorial,  which  I  send  to  the  Chair,  is 
very  ably  drawn;  and  I  shall  not  detract  from 
the  force  of  its  statements,  by  attempting  to 
condense  them.  I  shall  ask  that  it  be  read,  laid 
on  the  table  and  printed,  with  the  names  of 
the  signers. 

After  the  Salem  memorial  had  been  read  and 
disposed  of,  Mr.  EVERETT  presented  the  me- 
morial of  a  portion  of  the  citizens  of  Midford, 
and  accompanied  its  presentation  with  the  fol- 
lowing remarks  : 

I  now  beg  leave,  sir,  to  present  the  memorial 
of  a  portion  of  my  own  constituents,  citizens  of 
the  town  of  Midford,  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, chiefly  engaged  in  business,  as  ship  build- 
ers, ship  owners,  and  the  kindred  branches  of 
industry.     As  this  is  a  memorial  of  a  character 
somewhat  different  from  any  which  have  been 
presented  before,  1  beg  leave  to  state  its  pur- 
port and  character,   rather  more  particularly 
than  might  otherwise  be  permitted.     I  would 
first  observe,  that  the  number  of  names  subscrib- 
ed to  it  is   not  large.     No  attempt  has  been 
made  to  swell  the  list.   From  my  general  know- 
ledge of  the  state  of  public  sentiment,  in  most 
parts  of  my  district,  and  especially  in  this  por- 
tion of  it,  I  think  I  may  safely  say,  that  the  sig- 
natures of  four  fifths  of  the  citizens  of  Midford, 
could  have  been  obtained  for  a  memorial  like 
that  which  I  have  the  honor  to  present.     The 
object  of  those  who   have  prepared  it  was  to 
submit  certain  facts  to  the  serious  consideration 
of  this  body — facts   of  necessity  known  to  the 
memorialists;  and  proved,  I  beg  leave  to  say, 
sir,  as  fully  by  their  attestations,  as  they  could 
be  by  any  number  of  signatures,  however  large. 
The  memorialists,  sir,  are  the  inhabitants  of 
the  village  of  Midford,   a  small,   but  pleasant 
and  hitherto  thriving  and  prosperous  village  in 
the  vicinity  of  Boston.     It  possesses  great  faci 
lities  for  ship  building  ;  and  it  is  a  fact  which 
the  House  may  deem  somewhat   curious,  that 
the  first  vessel  which  (as  far  as  is  known)  was 
built  in  the   North    American    colonies,   was 
launched  at  Midford,  more  than  two  hundred 
years  ago,  on  the  fourth  of  July,  and  under  the 
auspicious  name  of  the  "  Blessing  of  the  Bay." 
On  the  river  which  flows  through  the  village 
of  Midford;  within  the  space  of  one  mile,  and 
at  every  bend  of  the  river,  which  furnishes  suf- 
ficient reach  for  a  launch,  there  have  been  es- 
tablished five  ship  yards  within  the  space  of 
thirty  years.     During  the  last  three  years,  the 
number  of  vessels  built,   or  now  in  course  of 
building,  is  forty,  averaging  from  four  to  five 
hundred  tons  each,  and  consequently  adding  to 
the  commercial  marine  of  the  country  an  aggre- 
gate of  eighteen  thousand  tons. 

I  take  upon  me  to  say,  sir,  that  theshipsbuilt 
at  Midford  are  equal  to  any  built  in  the  United 
States  of  America.  Their  character  is  known 
to  all  persons  conversant  with  navigation,  and 
it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say,  that  th»  ocean  does 


not  bear  upon  its  broad  bosom  better  vessels 
than  are  launched  from  the  ship  yards  of  these 
memorialists. 

Within  the  last  year,  sir,  thirteen  contracts 
for  ships  were  taken  at  Midford;  which  ships 
have  been  built,  or  are  in  a  course  of  construc- 
tion.    From  fifteen  to  twenty  other  contracts 
were  offered,  but  declined  for   want  of  ship- 
wrights and  other  artificers  to  construct  them. 
In  building  these  vessels,  from  two  hundred  and 
fifty  to  three  hundred  workmen  found  constant 
employment  and  good  wages.     Your  memorial- 
ists supposed  themselves  engaged  in  a  perma- 
nent business;    their  fixtures  and  all  other  ar- 
rangements were  calculated  on  this  assumption. 
They  knew  that  the  amount  of  the  great  sta- 
ples of  the  country  and  the  general  commerce 
of  the  globe,  (in  which  the  shipping  of  the  U. 
States  has  always  borne  its  part, )  were  in  a  state 
of  rapid   augmentation.     It  is  therefore  with 
equal  astonishment  and  alarm  that  they  find  a 
sudden  suspension  of  all  new  undertakings  in 
this  branch  of  industry.     It  is  stated  by  the  me- 
morialists that,  in  the  place  of  thirteen  vessels 
contracted  for,  and  more  than  that  number  for 
which  contracts  were  necessarily  declined  dur- 
ing the  last  year;  no  new  contracts  have  been 
tendered  since  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
sent financial  policy  of  the  Government.     The 
memorialists   justly  represent,  as   the    conse- 
quence  of  this  policy,  that-  the  capital  which 
they  have  employed  in  ship  building  must  of  ne- 
cessity be  gradually  disengaged;  the  skill  now 
honorably  and  profitably  exercised  become  use- 
less; and  the  labor,  which  finds  occupation  and 
reward,  must  be  left  unemployed.    They  invoke 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  peculiarly  dis- 
astrous condition  of  those  now  in  their  employ, 
who,  as  each  successive  vessel,  on  which  they 
have  been  employed,  descends  to  the  element 
on  which  it  is  to  float,  (and  a  more  beautiful 
sight,  sir,  is  not  to  be  witnessed  as  the  work  of 
human  art, )  instead  of  being  permitted  to  in- 
dulge an  honest  and  cheerful  pride  in  the  work 
of  their  hands,  the  assurance  of  present  comfort 
and  future  profitable  employment,  behold  only 
their  livelihood   gradually  wasting  away,  their 
occupation  approaching  a  close,  and  distress  and 
want  drawing  near  to  them. 

The  memorialists  do  not  confine  their  atten- 
tion to  their  own  immediate  interests.  They 
state,  and  state  truly,  that  all  other  branches  of 
industry  are  also  suffering;  that  all  other  manu- 
factures are  affected  as  well  as  their  own,  the 
manufacture  of  ships;  that  building  of  every 
kind  is  checked,  and  all  the  improvements  usu- 
ally going  on  in  a  prosperous  community,  sud- 
denly brought  to  a  stand. 

It  is  explicitly  stated  by  these  memorialists, 
that  they  regard  the  financial  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment as  radically  unsound  ;  that  no  success 
can  attend  the  experiment  undertaken  to  dis- 
pense with  the  use  of  a  convertible  paper  cur- 
rency, and  that  the  prosecution  of  this  experi- 
ment can  only  end  in  the  increase  of  the  present 
severe  distress.  They  look  to  Congress  for  the 
relief  of  their  own  sufferings  and  those  of  their 
fellow-citizens,  in  the  restoration  of  the  relations 
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which  have  hitherto  subsisted  between  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  the  Treasury,  and  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country,  or  in  some  other  measure  of 
equivalent  effect. 

I  will  only  add,  sir,  that  this  memorial  is  pure- 
ly a  business  matter  ;  and  if  there  is  among  the 
signers  an  individual  who  can  be  called  a  politi- 
cian, in  the  unfavorable  sense  of  the  term,  it  is 
not  known  to  me,  nor  do  I  believe  there  is  such 
an  individual  on  the  list.  It  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  as  a  statement  of  important 
facts. 

The  memorial  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  with 
the  names  subscribed  to  it 

Mr.  M1LLIGAN,  of  Delaware,  rose  and  said, 
that  he  had  received,  some  days  since,  from  seve- 
ral gentlemen  appointed  for  the  purpose,  a  copy 
of  a  memorial  adopted  at  a  late  meeting  of  the 
citizens  of  Kent  county,  in  the  State  of  Delaware, 
together  with  certain  resolutions  passed  on  that 
occasion,  which  he  had  been  requested  to  lay 
before  the  House. 

The  memorial,  said  Mr.  M.,  is  numerously 
signed,  containing,  as  I  am  informed,  the  names 
of  736  persons,  all  of  whom  are  qualified  voters, 
residing  in  that  county.  It  relates  to  the  yet 
agitating  question  of  the  removal  of  the  public 
deposites,  complains  of  the  unhappy  influence  of 
that  measure  upon  their  business  and  pursuits, 
traces  the  present  deranged  condition  of  the  cur? 
rency,  with  all  its  attendant  evils,  to  that  source 
— and  in  the  ardent  language  of  intelligent  free- 
men, denounces  that  act  as  an  unconstitutional 
and  arbitrary  exercise  cf  power  on  the  part  of  the 
Executive. 

The  resolutions  re-echo  the  sentiment  of  the 
memorial ;  and,  after  declaring  that  a  restoration 
of  the  public  deposites  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  is  imperiously  called  for  as  a  measure  of 
justice  to  that  institution,  and  expressing  the 
opinion  that  it  is  the  only  remedy  to  restore  con- 
fidence, and  thus  alleviate  the  present  distress 
prevailing  in  the  community,  conclude  with  re- 
questing the  Senators  and  representative  in  Con- 
gress from  that  State,  to  use  their  best  efforts  to 
procure  the  passage  of  a  law  for  that  purpose. 

I  am  aware,  Mr.  Speaker,  (said  Mr.  M.)  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  rule  with  regard  to 
petitions  has  lately  been  enforced,  and  do  not 
wish  to  infringe  it.  I  feel  called  upon,  however, 
to  make  a  remark  or  two,  which  I  trust  will  not 
be  considered  as  altogether  irrelevant — one  in 
particular:  It  is,  that  when  the  House  are  in- 
formed that  the  section  of  the  country  from 
whence  this  petition  and  these  resolutions  ema- 
nate, is  almost  exclusively  agricultural  in  its 
character;  that  the  price  of  two  articles,  wheat 
and  Indian  corn,  which  constitute  its  great  staple 
productions,  has  fallen  from  twenty -five  to  thir- 
ty per  cent,  and  that  hardly  any  other  farm  pro- 
duce can  command  a  market,  they  will  cease  to 
wonder,  that,  under  the  pressure  of  such  a  visi- 
tation, the  voice  of  this  district  should  join  the 
general  chorus  of  complaint,  that  has  been  pour- 
ing in  upon  us  for  the  last  three  or  four  months, 
from  all  quarters  of  this  once  happy  and  pros- 
perous Union. 

May  I  be  permitted  to  add,  sir,  that  I  am  re- 


joiced my  constituents  have  thus  unveiled  their 
condition?  (Here  the  Speaker  interfered — Mr. 
M.  explained.)  I  do  not  wish,  sir,  said  Mr. 
M.,  to  question  the  judgment  of  the  honorable' 
Speaker  with  regard  to  the  interpretation  of  the  • 
rules,  but,  I  must  say,  I  think  it  a  harsh  con- 
struction which  would  prevent  my  adding,  that  i 
the  right  of  petition  is  an  unquestionable  privi- 
lege, which  belongs  to  •every  man,  and  that  in 
my  judgment  it  is  by  its  exercise,  and  by  follow- 
ing out  the  sentiments  adopted  at  their  late 
meeting,  that  they.can  ultimately  obtain  a  re- 
dress of  grievances.  I  trust  they  will  so  con- 
tinue to  speak  and  to  act.  Events  have  lately 
transpired  that  should  fill  them  with  hope,  and 
carry  joy  and  gladness  to  the  heart  of  every 
patriot.  [Here  the  Speaker  again  called  Mr. 
M.  to  order,  as  stating  what  was  not  in  the  peti- 
tion or  resolutions.]  I  wish  merely  to  add,  sir, 
said  Mr.  M.  that  public  suffering,  every  where, 
has  at  length  aroused  the  slumbering  energy 
of  public  indignation,  and  a  change  is  going  on, 
which  must  soon  terminate  an  "  experiment," 
that  would  otherwise,  while  it  brought  bank- 
ruptcy to  the  citizen,  bring  ruin  to  the  nation. 

As  the  Chair  seems  to  be  impatient,  I  pur- 
posely omit  many  suggestions  which  this  sub- 
ject awakens,and  have  nothing  further  to  say,but 
to  express  the  wish,  that  the  proud  little  State,  to 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  belong,  and  of  which 
the  county  where  these  petitioners  reside,  forms 
an  important  part,  will  not  be  backward  in  fol- 
lowing good  examples.  That,  as  she  was  among 
the  foremost  in  fighting  the  battles  of  the  revo- 
lution, she  will  not  be  among  the  last  in  this 
contest  for  civil  rights. 

I  now  ask  that  these  papers  have  the  same 
direction  that  has  been  given  to  others  of  a  kin- 
dred description, presented  this  morning — to  wit- 
read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  printed  with  the 
names. 

By  Mr.  BATES,  a  memorial  of  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  accom- 
panied by  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  in- 
habitants of  said  town,  held  on  the  24th  of 
March. 

By  Mr.  SLADE,  a  memorial  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  of  Rutland. 

By  Mr.  HENDERSON,  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Mifflin,  Pa., 
held  in  Lewistown  on  the  8th  of  April  instant; 
and  a  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Centre,  Pennsylvania. 

By  Mr.  MILLIGAN,  a  memorial  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  of  Kent,  Delaware,  with  the 
proceedings  of  inhabitants  of  said  county,  held 
on  the  22d  of  March. 

Mr.  EVANS  presented  a  memorial  of  a  large 
number  of  citizens  of  the  towns  of  Gardiner, 
and  Pittston,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  represent- 
ing "  that  they  are  laboring  under  great  em- 
barrassments in  their  respective  occupations, 
arising  from  an  unexampled  scarcity  of  mo- 
ney; and  praying  that  Congress  would,  by  its 
prompt  and  decided  interposition,  secure  an 
adequate  remedy  for  the  evils  which  now  afflict 
the  country;  and  also  expressing  the   opinion, 
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;hat  a  National  Bank  is  indispensable  to  a  sound 
ind  uniform  currency. 

Mr.  E.  remarked,  that  this  memorial  came 
lot  merely  from  his  immediate  constituents,  but 
from  the  society  in  which  he  resided— from 
lis  friends  and  nearest  neighbors ;  from  those 
ivhom  he  had  long  known,  and  of  whose  busi 
less,  condition,  wants,  and  grievances,  he  had 
personal  knowledge.  Trammelled,  as  he  .was, 
by  the  rules  of  the  House,  Mr.  E.  said,  he  could 
not  now  say  all  that  his  feelings  prompted.  It 
is  a  truth  not  to  be  controverted,  but  one  which 
be  deeply  lamented,  that  great  and  unexampled 
distress  pervades  that  hitherto  highly  prosperous 
community,  whose  voice  has  now  reached  these 
Halls.  He  had  many  evidences  of  the  fact,  be- 
sides the  petition  which  hs  now  presented.  As 
to  the  causes  of  the  present  embarrassments,  the 
memorial  is  silent,  except  that  it  declares  the 
opinion,  that  "  they  are.  not  merely  temporary 
ind  transient  in  their  nature  and  effects" — that 
;<  they  are  of  no  ordinary  character." 

The  memorial,  sir,  is  drawn  in  the  most  cau- 
tious and  respectful  manner.  It  proceeds 
from  r*o  political  party — from  no  factious  oppo- 
sition tc  the  administration.  It  speaks  the  lan- 
guage of  men  of  all  parties  and  sentiments — of 
those  who  nave  uniformly  supported  the  present 
Executive,  a^  well  as  of  those  who  have  as  uni- 
formly opposed  it.  It  embraces  no  particular 
profession  or  basiness,  but  is  composed  of  all 
classes,  interests,  and  pursuits.  Of  six  hundred 
ind  thirty-four,  whose  names  are  appended  to  it, 
i9  are  merchants  and  traders,  51  lumber  dealers 
and  manufactures,  213  mechanics,  200  farmers, 
ind  the  remainder  are  mariners,  laborers,  pro- 
fessional gentlemen,  &c.  The  village,  in  which 
the  larger  portion  of  these  memorialists  reside, 
ontains  two  local  banks,  perfectly  solvent,  and 
litherto  doing  successful  business.  The  Presi- 
dent of  one  of  these  institutions,  and  the  Cashiers 
md  Directors  of  both,  have  subscribed  this  me- 
morial. Let  it  not  be  imagined, sir,  that  this  has 
been  done,  as  has  frequently  been  charged  up- 
jn  other  State  banks,  under  any  control  either  ol 
fear  or  favor,  or  hope,  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  Nothing  can  be  farther  from  the 
:ruth  than  such  a  supposition.  They  have  spo- 
ten  under  no  such  restraints  —  from  no  su-ch  con- 
siderations. 

This  memorial  comes  from  no  inconsiderable 
number,  in  reference  to  the  whole  population 
bf  the  towns  whence  it  proceeds.  It  is  sub- 
scribed by  a  majority  of  the  number  of  legal 
voters,  and  by  about  as  many  as  usually  attend 
it  the  ballot  boxes,  even  in  cases  of  excited 
Elections.  Great  care  has  been  taken,  as  I  am 
well  assured  by  the  highly  respectable  commit- 
tee who  have  transmitted  it  to  me,  to  permit 
none  Dut  legal  voters,  and  residents  in  the 
towns,  to  subscribe  it.  It  contains  the  names 
of  a  large  proportion  of  the  intelligent,  respect- 
able, industrious,  and  enterprising  citizens  of 
that  community — of  those  competent  to  form 
just  opinions  upon  the  present  extraordinary 
•nd  alarming  state  of  affairs,  and  utterly  incapa- 
ble of  perverting  or  misrepresenting  their  own 
observation  and  experience.    I  take  great  plea- 
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sure,  sir,  in  presenting  to  the  House  the  paper 
which  I  have  thus  described;  although  there 
remains  so  little  of  hope  that  any  measure  of 
relief  will  be  graciously  vouchsafed  to  a  suffer- 
ing people,  by  us,  their  servants  and  represen- 
tatives. The  proceedings  of  this  House  are 
before  this  time ,  known  to  these  petitioners  ; 
but  they  have  borne  to  them  no  beams  of  light, 
or  joy,  or  hope.  They  must  submit,  and  will 
submit,  as  the  country  must,  to  the  constituted 
authorities.  If  bad  government  exist,  they 
must  bear  it  as  best  they  can.  But,  as  their 
organ  on  this  floor,  I  shoulct  be  faithless  to  my 
trust,  if  I  failed  to  demand  for  them,  in  their 
own  words,  that  Congress,  in  its  wisdom  and 
patriotism,  should  devise  and  adopt  some  reme- 
dy, with  a  single  eye  to  the  interests  and  rights 
of  the  people  ;  and  if  1  failed,  to  give  my  feeble 
but  earnest  support,  to  any  measures  calculated 
to  carry  relief  to  an  oppressed  community. 

Hitherto,  sir,  the  people  have  spoken  to  us 
in  the  language  of  supplication.  We  have 
scorned  their  complaints,  and  turned  a  deaf  ear 
to  their  entreaties.  They  are  now  speaking  to 
us  in  a  language  which  we  cannot  but  hear — 
which  we  must  regard.  The  voice  of  the  vnd- 
lot  box  is  coming  to  our  ears,  audibly  and  dis- 
tinctly. Do  gentlemen  not  hear  it?  Let  me 
intreat  them,  it  not  for  the  sake  of  the  people — 
if  not  for  the  sake  of  the  country,  at  least  for 
their  own  sakes,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  party 
to  give  relief  to  a  desponding  and  almost  des, 
perate  people. 

This  memorial,  sir,  does  not  ask  for  the  re- 
charter  of  the  existing  bank.  It,  however,  de- 
clares the  opinion  that  a  National  Bank,  with 
branches  suitably  distributed,  is  indispensable 
to  a  sound  and  uniform  currency,  and  to  the 
successful  prosecution  of  commercial  enter- 
prise. And  they  fear  that,  until  this  point  is 
definitely  settled  and  established,  no  enduring 
relief  can  be  given  to  the  existing  embarrass- 
ments of  the  country. 

This  is  a  subject  upon  which  the  House  have 
not  yet  been  permitted  to  express  an  opinion. 
Pressed  upon  our  attention,  as  it  has  been;  by 
numerous  memorials,  we  have  hitherto  evaded 
an  answer.  In  my  judgment,  it  is  fit  the  coun- 
try should  now  know  our  views  upon  this  topic. 
As  I  desire  to  submit  some  brief  remarks,  which 
might  not  now  be  allowable,  and  especially  as 
I  desire  to  have  a  direct  vote  upon  this  ques- 
tion, and  upon  that  other  also  which  has  been 
so  carefully  excluded  from  us,  I  shall  move  to 
commit  this  memorial  to  the  Committee  of 
Way*  and  Means,  with  instructions  to  report 
two  resolutions — one  declaring  that  the  reasons 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  removal 
of  the  public  money  from  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  are  insufficient  and  unsatisfactory — 
and  the  other  declaring  that  a  bank,  created  by 
authority  of  Congress,  is  necessary,  expedient, 
and  ought  to  be  established. 

The  SPEAKER  suggested  that  the  instruc- 
tions first  proposed  were  not  in  order,  inasmuch 
as  a  resolution  similar  in  character,  was  already 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  EVANS  said,  then  he  would  move  the 
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commitment,  with  the  instructions  to  report  the 
second  resolution.  Under  the  rules  of  the 
House,  the  subject  was  postponed  to  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  OSGOOD  presented  certain  proceedings 
of  citizens  of  the  town  of  Lowell,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  in  opposition  to  the  renewal  of 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
in  favor  of  the  incorporation  of  a  new  bank,  lo 
be  located  at  the  city  of  Washington  ;  which  me- 
morial was  laid  on  the  table. 

Memorials,  petitions,  and  resolutions,  approv- 
ing of  the  removal  of  the  deposites  of  the  public 
money  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
in  opposition  to  the  restoration  thereof;  and 
against  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  said  bank, 
were  presented  as  follows : 

By  Mr.  OSGOOD,  the  proceedings  of  a  meet- 
ing at  Salem,  Massachusetts,  held  on  the  3lst  of 
March. 

By  Mr.  PEARCE,  a  memorial  of  inhabitants 
of  Providence,  and  its  vicinity,  Rhode  Island ; 
and  a  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  Bristol,  Rhode 
Island. 

By  the  SPEAKER,  a  memorial  of  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Stafford,  Connecticut. 

By  Mr.  BEARDSLEY,  a  memorial  of  inha- 
bitants of  the  town  of  Pittsford,  Monroe  county, 
New  York. 

By  Mr.  LANSING,  the  proceedings  of  citi- 
zens of  the  town  of  Coyemans  county  of  Alba- 
ny, New  York,  held  on  the  4th  of  April  inst. 

By  Mr.  SCHENCK,  a  memorial  of  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  Somerset,New  Jersey,accompani- 
ed  by  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting,  held  at  Som- 
erville  on  the  29th  of  March,  and  the  proceeding's 
of  a  meeting  of  the  county  of  Hunterton,  held  at 
Clinton,  on  the  20th  of  March.       « 

By  Mr.  STEWART,  the  memorial  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  of  Fayette,  Pennsylvania — 
and  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of 
Brownsville,  Pennsylvania. 

By  Mr.  ANTHONY,  a  memorial  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  of  Northumberland,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of 
inhabitants  of  Lycoming  county,  Pennsylvania, 
held  at  Muncy,  on  the  5th  of  April  inst. 

By  Mr.  STODDERT,  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  a  convention  of  delegates  from  the 
several  election  districts  of  the  county  of  Prince 
George's,  Maryland,  held  at  Marlborough,  on  the 
5th  of  April  inst. 

Said  memorials  and  proceedings  were  laid  an 
the  table. 

Mr.  T.  "W.  HALL  presented  a  memorial  of 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Tyrrell,  N.  Caroli- 
na, in  favor  of  a  restoration  of  the  public  de- 
posites to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  the 
county  of  Edgecombe,  N.  Carolina,  held  on 
the  5th  of  April,  inst;  approving  of  the  removal 
of  the  public  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  against  a  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  said  bank. 

The  consideration  of  the  said  memorial  and 
proceedings  were  postponed  until  Monday  next, 
the  21st  inst. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  presented  the  proceedings  of 


a  meeting  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Burke, 
N.  Carolina,  held  at  Morgantown  on  the  27th 
of  March,  in  favor  of  a  restoration  of  the  public 
deposites  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  the  recharter  of  said  bank  as  proposed  re- 
cently in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  by 
Daniel  Webster.  These  proceedings,  also 
contain  reference  to  certain  remarks  recently 
made  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  ««by 
the  honorable  John  Fohsyth,  a  Senator  from 
the  State  of  Georgia." 

Said  proceedings  were  read,  when 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  WAYNE,  that 
they  should  not  be  received . 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  McKINLEY, 
That  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wayne  be  laid  on  the 
table  until  Monday  next,  the  21st  inst. 
Which  passed  in  the  affirmative. 
Mr.  McKIM,  of  Maryland,  said:  I  am  request- 
ed to  present  the   proceedings  of  a  meeting 
held  in  the  Fifth  Congressional  District  of  Mary- 
land,  as  also,   instructions   to  me,   signed  by 
3,715  voters  of  said  district.       As  I  admit,  Mr. 
Speaker,   the   right  of  instruction  by  the  ma- 
jority, when  that  majority  can  be  well  ascertain- 
ed, the  only  inquiry  which  I  deemed  it  necessa- 
ry to  make,  when  I  received  these  instructions, 
was,  whether  they  were  sanctioned  by  the  sig- 
natures of  a  majority  of  the  legal  and  qualified 
voters  of  the  district?      And  this  could  only  be 
done  by   an  accurate  investigation  of  the  poll 
books.      For  that  purpose,  I  proceeded  imme- 
diately to  Baltimore,  as  I  did  not  feel  at  liberty 
to  vote  on  any  question   affecting  the  instruc- 
tions, while  such  documents  remained  uninvest- 
igated by  me.      That  investigation   has  been 
made,  at  my  instance,  and  in  part,  under  my 
particular   inspection.      The   result  is,   that,  of 
the  3,715  signatures  on  the  proceedings  and  in- 
structions, there  are  1802  of  the  names  of  the 
signers  to  the  same  which  are  not  to  be  found 
on  the  poll  book?,  at  the  election  held  in  Octo- 
ber last,  at  which  election,  Sheriffs  were  elected 
for  all   the  counties  in  the  State  of  Maryland. 
A  difference  of  this  remarkable  character  leaves 
me  at  liberty  to  make  no  other  conclusion,  con- 
sistent with  what  I  believe  to  be  the  accuracy 
of  the  examination  had  in  this  affair,  than  that  I 
am  not  instructed  by  a  majority  of  the  legal 
and  qualified  voters   of  the   district,  otherwise 
than   by   my  election.     I  consider  it  my  duty 
further  to  state,  that,  if  I  had  not  received  the 
instructions  prior  to  the  vote  being  taken  on  the 
resolutions  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  respecting  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  the  deposites,  I   should  have  voted 
with  the  majority  on  all  the  resolutions.     I  for- 
bear all  further  remarks ,  and  ask  that  the  pro- 
ceedings  and  instructions  be  read,  laid  on  the 
table,  and  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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IN  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  April  15th,  1834. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  ol 

Representatives,  announcing  the  death  of  the  - 

Hon.  (LITTLETON  PURNELL  DENNIS,  a 

member  of  that  House,  in  the  present  Congress, 


April  15.] 
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from  Maryland,  and  that  his  funeral  would  take 
place  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock,  from  the  Hall  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  KENT  rose  and  said—      , 

Mr.  President:  The  message  which  has  just 
been  read  announces  to  the  Senate  the  death  of  the 
late  Mr.  Dennis,  one  of  the  Representatives  from 
the  State  of  Maryland,  in  the  other  branch  of 
Congress.  Already,  Mr.  President,  our  feelings 
have  been  repeatedly  agonized  by  the  sudden 
death  of  several  of  our  associates,  in  the  legisla- 
tive labors  of  the  session;  and  the  one  that  has 
just  been  made  known  to  us,  is  little  less  sudden 
than  those  that  have  preceded  it. 

But  a  few  days  since,  and  the  deceased  was 
busily  engaged  in  the  attentive  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  his  station;  and  he  ia  now  numbered 
with  the  dead.  He  is  gone  to  "that  bourne  from 
which  no  traveller  ere  returns."  Truly  has  it 
been  said,  that  "in  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in 
death." 

The  deceased  was  a  native  of  Somerset  coun- 
ty, in  Maryland;  a  prominent  member  of  a  high- 
ly respectable  family,  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  his  age; 
and  although  of  a  delicate  constitution,  was  jus- 
tifiable in  looking  forward  yet  to  many  years  of 
usefulness  and  happiness.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  bar;  justly  esteemed  in  his  profession; 
and  always  in  the  confidence  of  his  country  men. 
His  modest,  unassuming,  and  retiring  habits, 
could  not  conceal  from  them  his  good  sense  and 
high  attainments;  and  early  in  life  he  was  return- 
ed a  delegate  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Mary- 
land, and  has  been  continued  in  the  discharge 
of  his  legislative  labors,  with  but  little  interrup- 
tion, to  the  period  of  his  decease. 

Mr.  KENT  concluded  by  moving  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  Senate  will 
attend  the  funeral  of  the  Hon.  Littleton  P. 
Dennis,  late  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives from  the  State  of  Maryland,  at  the 
hour  of  12  o'clock  to-morrow;  and  as  a  testimo- 
ny of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased, 
they  will  go  in  mourning  by  wearing  crape 
round  the  left  arm  thirty  days. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KENT,  the  Senate  then  ad- 
journed. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  the  hour  of  eleven. 

Mr.  STODDERT  oil  annnced  the  death  of 
Mr.  Littleton  P.  Dennis  in  the  followgin 
terms. 

Mr.  Speaker  :  In  announcing  the  death  of 
Littleton  P.  Dennis,  a  Representative  on  this 
floor  from  the  State  of  Maryland,  I  discharge  a 
sad  and  solemn  duty.  Not  a  week  has  elapsed 
since  he  mingled  in  the  deliberations,  and  eo- 
operated  in  the  active  duties  of  this  House.  He 
now  sleeps  the  sleep  of  death.  What  an  im- 
pressive illustration  of  the  instability  of  human 
life — "of  what  shadows  we  are,  and  what  shad- 
ows we  pursue."  The  deceased  stood  to  me, 
sir,  in  the  double  relation  of  colleague  and 
friend.  I  knew  him  long  and  well.  lie  was  a 
useful,  benevolent,  and  estimable  man,  and  has 
finished  hi*  course  in  honor.    He  was  no  tame 


and  ordinary  character;  and  although  his  modes* 
ty  may  have  delayed  the  development  of  his 
faculties  for  public  service,  during  his  brief 
connexion  with  this  House,  his  State  is  not  left 
without  proofs  of  his  legislative  prudence  and 
skill.  He  served  her  in  both  blanches  of  her 
Legislature  for  many  years,  with  honor  and 
ability.  He  was  well  gifted  by  nature,  well  ed- 
ucated, and  well  principled.  His  native  saga- 
.city,  sound  judgment  and  decision,  and  purity 
of  purpose,  made  him  whit  he  was,  a  capable 
and  honest  public  agent.  The  brave,  generous, 
open,  and  manly  qualities  of  nis  nature,  secured 
him  the  confidence  and  affections  of  the  people 
among  whom  he  lived,  and  made  it  their  delight 
to  honor  him. 

He  is  gone  hence,  sir,  but  his  memory  will  sur- 
vive, embalmed  in  the  kindly  regards  of  those 
who  knew  and  appreciated  his  noble  and  manly 
qualities,  and  unembittered  and  untarnished  by  a 
single  act  of  meanness,  injustice  and  oppression. 
He  died,  as  he  had  lived,  deserving  and  possess- 
ing the  warm-hearted  esteem  of  many,  the  ill- 
will  of  none.  As  the  lastact  of  respectful  duty 
which  it  remains  for  friendship  to  perform,  I 
move  you,sir,  the  following  resolutions: 

Mr.  STODDERT  submitted  the  following 
resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  House 
will  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late  Littleton 
P.  Dennis,  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
take  order  for  superintending  the  funeral  of 
Littleton  P.  Dennis,  deceased,  late  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House  from  the  State  of  Maryland. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  House 
will  testify  their  respect  to  the  memory  of  Lit- 
tleton P.  Dennis,  by  wearing  crape  on  the 
left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate, to  notify  that  body  of  the  death  of  Little- 
ton P.  Dennis,  late  one  of  the  Representatives 
from  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  that  his  fune- 
ral will  take  place  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock,from 
the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  STOD- 
DERT, adjourned. 

SENATE. 
Thursday,  April  17,  1834. 

When  the  Senate  was  called  to  order,  a  mes- 
sage was  received  from  the  President,  by  his 
private  Secretary,  Mr.  Donelsou;  after  it  had 
been  read, 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  rose  and  said:  I  do  not 
rise,  Mr.  President  to  discuss  at  this  time  the 
various  topics  which  were  touched  in  the  very 
extraordinary  paper  which  has  been  just  read 
to  the  Senate;  nor,  indeed,  will  I  give  utter- 
ance to  those  feelings  of  indignation  which  such 
a  paper,  coming  from  such  a  source,  is  so  well 
calculated  to  excite  in  the  bosom  of  every  hon- 
orable member  of  this  body,  and  of  every  patri- 
otic citizen  in  the  country.  Leaving  these  mat- 
ters for  future  discussion  on  a  more  suitable  oc- 
casion ,  my  purpose  is  at  present  to  enter  my  so- 
lemn protest  against  the  reception  of  this  paper 
and  to  submit  a  motion  that  it  be  not  receiyed. 
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Sir,  I  should  be  disposed  to  go  as  far  as  any  hon- 
orable Senator  on  this  floor  in  paying  due  re- 
spect to  every  Executive  communication  to  the 
Senate,  coming  within  the  constitutional  range 
of  executive  power.  But  when  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate shall  think  fit  to  depart  from  his  constitu- 
tional sphere,  and,  under  color  of  his  official 
duties,  attempt  to  make  this  body  the  conduit 
of  his  popular  appeals  to  the  people,  fulminat- 
ing, I  will  not  say  calumnies,  but  the  most  un- 
founded charges  against  the  body  through 
which  he  proposes  to  promulgate  his  appeal,  I 
for  one,  feel  bound  to  resist  him  in  such  a 
course.  Referring  to  the  resolution  introduced 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Clay,)  the  President  says  that  it  is  "both  novel 
and  unprecedented."  If  it  be  so,  I  should  be 
glad  to  know  what  appellation  ought  to  be  giv- 
en to  this  extraordinary  paper  ?  Has  it  any 
parallel  in  the  past  political  history  of  the  coun- 
try? Sir,  I  venture  the  declaration,  that  there 
is  not  on  record  any  act  of  the  predecessors  of 
the  present  Chief  Magistrate  bearing  the  slight- 
est resemblance  to  this  outrage  on  the  dignity 
of  the  Senate,  and  the  constitutional  functions 
of  the  Executive  Department  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  may  well  be  characterized  as  "both 
novel  and  unprecedented."  No  such  paper 
was  ever  presented  to  either  House  of  Congress? 
none  such  is  to  be  found  on  the  journals  of  our 
proceedings,  as  the  one  sent  to  us  this  morning, 
under  the  guise  of  official  authority,  from  the 
foundation  of  the  Government  down  to  the  pre- 
sent moment.  Sir,  I  will  not  dignify  this  paper 
by  considering  it  in  the  light  of  an  Executive 
Message;  it  is  no  such  thing.  I  regard  it  simply 
as  a  paper  with  the  signature  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son; and,  should  the  Senate  refuse  to  receive  it, 
it  will  not  be  the  first  paper  with  the  same  sig- 
nature which  has  been  refused  a  hearing  in  this 
body,  on  the  ground  of  the  abusive  and  vitupe- 
rative language  which  it  contained. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  a  protest,  similar  in 
its  character,  couched  in  terms  grossly  disre- 
spectful to  the  Senate,  was  presented,  some- 
where about  the  year  1819,  from  the  same  indi- 
vidual; and  such  was  its  exceptionable  character, 
that  his  own  friends  became  ashamed  of  it.  It 
was  objected  to,  rejected,  and  sent  back  for  mo- 
dification, so  as  to  render  it  respectful  to  the 
body  to  which  it  was  presented.  The  offensive 
passages  were  stricken  out,  and  thus  modified, 
it  was  presented  and  received  at  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress.  This  effort  to  denounce  and 
overawe  the  deliberations  of  the  Senate  may 
properly  be  regarded  as  capping  the  climax  of 
that  systematic  plan  of  operations  which  for  se- 
veral years  past  has  been  in  progsess,  designed 
to  bring  this  body  into  disrepute  among  the  peo- 
ple, and  thereby  remove  the  only  existing  barrier 
to  the  arbitrary  encroachments  and  usurpations 
of  executive  power.  Destroy  public  confidence 
in  the  Senate,  which  now  stands,  thank  God, 
unmoved,  between  the  Chief  Magistrate  and  the 
people,  and  tyranny,  in  its  worst  forms,  would 
very  soon  overshadow  the  land,  and  rule  with 
an  iron  hand  the  destinies  of  the  American  peo- 
ple.    The  Senate,  by  its  peculiar  organisation? 


is  well  calculated  to  preserve  and  perpetuate  the 
great  fundamental  principles  of  public  liberty  to 
the  latest  posterity.  Removed  from  popular  im- 
pulses, which  sometimes  arise  in  the  convulsions 
incident  to  freedom  of  opinion,  and  of  discussions 
of  great  political  questions,  it  may  look  with 
calmness  on  the  misguided  multitude,  misled  by 
some  popular  demagogue,  and  thereby  save  the 
State  from  the  deleterious  consequences  of  er- 
rors, which  are  the  inevitable  result  of  passion 
or  precipitation.  It  is  an  integral  part  of  the 
executive  power,  and  while  it  remains  firm  in 
its  devotion  to  the  Constitution  and  the  laws, 
uncorrupted  by  the  temptations  of  office  and 
emolument,  no  Chief  Magistrate,  whatever  may 
be  his  reckless  ambition,  can  successfully  move 
beyond  the  bounds  of  his  legitimate  powers,  and 
ride  over  the  liberties  of  the  people.  Hence  the 
untiring  and  anxious  solicitude  sooftenmanifested 
to  bring  this  body,  thus  constituted,  into  disgrace 
among  the  people.  If  there  existed  at  this  mo- 
ment no  such  conservative  body  as  the  Senate, 
power  would  march  onward  to  the  climax  of 
despotism.  The  republic  might  indeed  exist, 
nominally,  but  in  practice,  we  should  be  bound 
to  the  car  of  some  Imperial  Dictator. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  a  disposition,  in 
the  House  at  the  other  end  of  this  building,  to 
arrest  the  inroads  of  arbitrary  power;  there  the 
edicts  of  the  Executive  are  registered,  and  his 
acts  are  defended  by  the  force  of  party  discip- 
line, regardless  of  their  injurious  effects  on  the 
great  interests   of  the   country  ;  and  I  repeat 
the  question,  what  would  be  the  condition  of 
the  country  but  for  the  salutary  intervention  of 
that  Senate  which  has  become  the  object  of 
Executive  vengeance,  and  which  he  now  seeks 
to  destroy  by  denunciations  and  appeals  to  the 
sympathies  of  the  people,  founded  on  his  past 
services  and  personal  popularity  ?     Sir,  is  there 
a    single   power  granted  to  the   Constitution 
which  the  President  has  not  assumed  and  exer- 
cised?    I  know  of  none,  except  that  he  has  not, 
as  yet,  followed  the   examples   of  one    of  the 
Kings  of  England,  and  taken  his   seat  among 
the  judges,  to  control  their  judicial   decisions. 
This  seems  to   be  the  only   power   which  the 
President   has  not  grasped,   to   complete   the 
overthrow  of  all  the  other  departments  of  the 
Government.     By  the  frequent  and  unlimited 
exercise  of  the  veto  power,  he  has  concentrat 
ed  in  himself  the  entire  legislative  authority  of 
the  country.     We  may,  it  is  true,  overrule  his 
veto,  by  a  majority  of  two-thirds  in  both  Houses 
of    Congress ;    but  who    is   there   among  us, 
with  the  Blue  Book  in  his  hand,  exhibiting  the 
immense    patronage    of  the    Chief  Magistrate 
combined  with  the  weight  of  his  personal  influ- 
ence, and  does  not  see  and  feel  the  impossibili- 
ty of  obtaining  a  union  of  opinion  of  two-thirds 
of  Congress  against  any  measure  which  has  the 
sanction  of  the   President?     Such   a  triumph 
never  has  and  never  will  occur  in  the  legisla- 
tive history  of  1  he  country.     He   has  declared 
his  intention  of  applying  this  tremendous  veto 
power  to  every  bill   which  does   not  meet  his 
approbation  ;  or,  in  other  words,  he  will  apply 
it  to  any  bill  against  which  he  would  record  his 
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ote  as  a  member  of  either  House  of  Congress. 
Vhat,  then,  becomes  of  the  legislative  power 
f  Congress  ?  We  are  reduced  to  the  condi- 
ion  of  mere  drudges ,  and  the  only  duty  which 
rt  can  perform,  is  to  prepare  bills,  discuss  and 
mend  them,  and  adapt  them,  as  far  as  we  can 
jtlie  public  good,  and,  after  passing  them, 
hey  must  be  sent  to  the  imperial  Head,  and  he 
fill  tell  us  whether  they  shall  be  enacted  into 
iws  or  not.  He  might  as  well  dispense  with 
lie  Legislature  altogether,  and  call  in  tiie  aid 
f  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the 
ittorney  General  to  prepare  such  bills  as  may 
uit  his  views,  in  technical  language,  and  then 
sue  his  proclamation  declaring  that  such  and 
uch  laws  had  been  incorporated  in  the  statute- 
ook.  Under  the  free  use  of  the  veto  power, 
ow  for  the  first  time  introduced  into  practice 
y  the  President,  the  legislative  power  of  the 
Jnion  has  dwindled  into  a  mere  mockery;  the 
ower  it  is  true,  is  qualified  in  the  Constitution, 
nd  may  be  controlled  by  two-thirds  of  Con- 
ress,  but,  in  practice,  it  amounts  to  an  abso- 
ite  veto.  He  has  the  power  of  appointment 
nd  removal  from  office,  and  thereby  becomes 
,ie  fountain  of  honor,  one  of  the  high  attributes 
fthe  British  monarch,  from  whose  dominion 
rt  had  rescued  ourselves  by  the  war  of  the 
evolution,  in  asserting  and  maintaining  the  lib- 
rty  and  independence  of  these  States;  he  is 
lommander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy, 
nd,  by  an  assumption  of  power,  not  delegated 
1  the  Constitution  and  the  laws,  he  has  effaced 
ie  broad  line,  wisely  drawn  between  the  pow- 
r  which  wields  the  physical  force  of  the  coun- 
ty and  the  National  Treasury,  for  the  obvious 
eason  that  these  powers  separated,  can  never 
e  dangerous  to  liberty,  while  a  combination  of 
lem,  in  the  same  hand,  is  ti:e  very  definition 
f  military  despotism.  Thus  the  Chief  Magis- 
•ate  arrogates  to  himself,  in  the  last  resort,  the 
?gislative  authority  of  the  nation  :  he  is  placed 
y  the  Constitution  at  the  head  of  the  military 
arces  and  the  militia  of  the  several  States, 
Hien  called  into  actual  service;  he  is  the  foun- 
lin  of  honor,  and  may  distribute  offices  and 
ewards  at  his  own  good  will  and  pleasure;  he 
as  seized  the  public  purse,  by  indirection, 
mich  is  placed  by  the  Constitution  in  the  hands 
f  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  the 
tates;  and  I  ask,  what  power  remains  unap- 
propriated to  the  Executive  will,  which  is  worth 
peaking  of,  or  worth  contending  for?  Permit 
»e,  sir,  to  inquire  by  what  means  the  President 
as  obtained  possession  of  the  public  money? 
Ie  claims  the  power  of  appointment  and  re- 
»oval  from  office,  which  I,  for  one,  do  not  de- 
y  that  he  possesses,  because  it  has  been  ex- 
rcised  by  the  Executive  from  the  commence- 
lent  of  the  Government;  but  I  utterly  deny 
t  him  constitutional  right  to  use  a  legitimate 
ower  to  effect  an  illegitimate  puipose.  Sir, 
lid  Mr.  P.,  I  contend  that  there  is  not  a  dele- 
ted power  in  the  Constitution  which  may  not 
e  so  perverted  as  to  lender  its  exercise  uncon- 
atutional.  For  instance,  the  power  to  lay  and 
sllect  direct  taxes,  is  expressly  granted  in  the 
onstitution,  but  if  a  law,  imposing  such  taxes 


was  passed,  for  the  special  purpose  of  paying 
the  clergy  of  any  religious  sect  or  denomina- 
tion, would  it  be  contended  that  the  act  was 
constitutional?  1  presume  not;  and  yet  the 
power  to  levy  impost  taxes  is  delegated  to 
Congress  without  limitation. 

"A  little  leaven  leaveneth  the  whole  lump." 
Ergo,  if  the  object  for  which  a  law  is  enacted 
be  plainly  and  palpably  unconstitutional,  it  de- 
rives no  sanction  from  the  circumstance  that 
the  enumerated  powers  of  Congress  embrace 
the  subject  on  which  the  act  is  founded.  The 
end  intended  to  be  achieved  being  a  violation  of 
the  Constitution,  the  measure  is  thereby  render- 
ed void  ab  initio,  and  cannot  be  redeemed  by 
the  perversion  of  a  delegated  power.  These 
are  my  opinions,  the  truth  of  which  is  capable 
of  clear  demonstration  by  a  variety  of  illustra- 
tions, drawn  from  the  Constitution,  but  at  pre- 
sent I  forbear  to  enlarge  the  discussion  on  this 
point.  In  this  light  I  view  the  Constitution  put 
by  the  President  on  his  power  of  removal  from 
office.  He  seems  to  have  discovered  a  new 
source  from  which  he  may  derive  new  executive 
powers,  in  contravention  of  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  the  country.  He  dare  not  thrust 
his  hand  into  the  public  chest  by  a  direct  act, 
but  he  has  effected  the  object  by  indirect  means. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  refused  to 
bend  his  neck  to  the  yoke  of  executive  power, 
and  to  make  himself  the  instrument  of  violating 
the  solemn  obligations  of  law  at  the  solicitation 
of  the  Chief  Magistrate,  was  unceremoniously 
kicked  out  of  office,  and  another  substituted  in 
his  place,  with  a  more  pliant  conscience,  who 
stood  ready  to  do  the  bidding  of  the  President, 
to  whose  will  alone  he  professed  to  owe  obe- 
dience, and  to  whose  authority  he  felt  himself 
responsible.  He  thus  opened  an  avenue  through 
which  he  has  marched  up  to  the  public  Trea- 
sury, seized  on  its  contents,  and  distributed  the 
money  collected  from  the  people,  and  placed 
under  the  control  of  their  representatives, 
throughout  the  country,  to  be  used  for  the  be- 
nefit of  his  favorites  and  friends,  who  doubtless 
stand  in  need  of  some  assistance  in  these  hard 
time?.*  It  is  thus,  by  indirection,  the  President 
has  perverted  a  granted  power  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  an  end  directly  opposed  to  the 
spirit  and  letter  of  the  Constitution.  Concede 
the  power  thus  assumed,  and  it  is  obvious  that 
the  President  may  evade  and  effectually  pros- 
trate the  express  provisions  of  the  Constitution, 
and  laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof.  In  sup- 
port of  these  views,  and  to  show  to  what  extent 
the  power  of  appointment  and  removal  from 
office  may  be  abused,  I  will  sta'.e  a  single  case 
arising  under  the  Constitution. 

The  President  is  vested  With  power  to  nomi- 
nate, and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  the  heads  of  the  seve- 
ral departments  of  the  Government,  but  Con- 
gress may  by  law  vest  the  appointment  of  infe- 
rior officers  in  the  Courts  of  Law  or  the  heads 
of  departments .     Suppose  Congress,  under  this 


*  "  I  will'  take  care  of  the  State  banks."  — 
.#.  Jackson. 
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express  grant  of  power,  should  vest  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  with  the  power  to  appoint 
all  the  clerks  in  his  department?  Well,  sir,  the 
Secretary,  acting  under  the  authority  of  the 
law,  makes  out  a  list  of  his  clerks,  carefully  se- 
lected, and  is  about  to  instal  them  into  office. — 
In  the  mean  time,  however,  the  President  re- 
ceives from  his  underwaiters,  who  undertake  to 
manage  the  affairs  of  State,  another  list  of  names 
more  acceptable  to  them,  which  they  recom- 
mend for  their  fidelity  to  the  Jackson  cause — 
may  he  not  send  this  new  list  of  clerks  to  the 
Secretary  with  his  instruction,  "here,  sir,  is  a 
list  of  clerks  for  your  department?"  If  the  Se- 
cretary should  reply,  as  did  the  late  unfortunate 
incumbent,  "Sir,  Congress  has  given  me  the 
power  of  making  these  appointments — I  have 
made  my  selections,  of  men  every  way  qualified, 
and  in  whose  integrity  I  have  the  utmost  confi- 
dence—the places  are  therefore  filled ."  "Why, 
sir,  the  President,  following  out  the  former  ex- 
ample, would  add,  "  Sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  con- 
trol you  in  the  execution  of  a  duty  confided  to 
you  by  law — I  leave  you  to  act  according  to  your 
own  judgment  in  this  matter — but  if  you  do  not 
appoint  my  list  of  clerks,  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  walk  out  of  office,  audi  will  endea- 
vor to  find  a  successor  who  will  be  more  obedi- 
ent to  my  commands."  Is  it  not,  then,  evident 
that  the  President,  by  the  exercise  of  his  legal 
power  of  removal,  may  effect  a  purpose  subver- 
sive both  of  the  Constitution  and  of  the  law? — 
No  one  can  doubt  that  he  may  do  so  by  the 
same  summary  process  which  he  used  to  obtain 
the  custody  of  the  public  money.  Against  this 
new  theory  of  constructive  power,  and  all  its 
consequences,  I  beg  leave  to  enter  my  protest, 
as  more  dangerous  and  alarming  than  foreign 
war,  or  internal  commotions  of  the  people. 

Sir,  I  have  said  that  the  paper  sent  to  the  Se- 
nate by  the  President  is  not  an  executive  mes- 
sage; it  contains  nothing  which  brings  it  within 
the  rule  prescribed  in  the  Constitution,  regula- 
ting the  intercourse  between  that  high  public 
functionary  and  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. — 
I  hold  it,  therefore,  to  be  an  extra-official  docu- 
ment, and  shall  treat  it  as  such. 

What  are  the  specified  cases  in  which  the  Pre- 
sident is  required  to  make  original  communica- 
tions to  Congress?  I  do  not  mean  nominations 
to  office,  but  matters  which  concern  the  general 
welfare  of  the  nation.  They  are  enumerated  in 
the  Constitution,  article  2d,  section  3d:  "  He  (the 
President)  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the 
Congress  information  respecting  the  Union,  and 
recommend  to  their  consideration  such  measures 
as  he  shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient."  Now 
I  ask  any  honorable  Senator  to  point  out,  if  he 
can,  a  single  sentence,  or  a  paragraph,  of  this 
paper,  which  directly  or  remotely  gives  to  Con- 
gress information  of  the  state  of  the  Union,  or 
recommends  to  our  consideration  any  measure 
which  is  deemed  necessary  or  expedient?  No 
such  purpose  is  pretended  in  justification  of  the 
Executive  libel  on  this  body.  It  is  wholly  vin- 
dictive and  libellous  in  its  character  throughout, 
I,  for  one,  sir,  spurn  this  foul  effort  to  cast  a  stig- 
ma on  the  purity  and  patriotism  of  this  honorable 


body,  representing,  as  we  do,  the  sovereignty  o 
the  several  States  of  the  confederacy.  It  migh' 
be  an  appropriate  document  for  the  columns  o 
a  certain  newspaper  in  this  city,  conducted  un 
der  the  eye  of  the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  support 
by  the  Executive  patronage;  it  is  well  suited  to 
the  atmosphere  of  the  palace,  and  was  doubtless 
concocted  by  the  panders  of  calumny  and  d& 
traction  who  surround  the  President,  and  sacri 
fice  at  the  altar  of  his  ambition.  They  flattei 
but  to  deceive  the  venerable  man  whose  popu- 
larity they  vainly  hope  can  be  sustained  undei 
all  circumstances,  and  they  look  with  anxious 
expectation  to  the  period  when  this  mantle  wil 
descend  on  his  "  annointed"  successor.  I  admon- 
ish the  President  to  give  to  all  such  papers  as  thi* 
their  proper  destination.  They  may  suit  the  taste 
of  his  official'editor,  and,  through  that  medium,* 
may  meet  the  public  gaze,  and  receive  their  me-' 
rited  condemation  before  the  tribunal  of  the  peo- 
ple. I  do  not  object  to  the  publication  of  thu 
miserable  tirade  against  the  Seriate,  but  I  wil> 
never  consent  that  it  shall  stain  our  journals,  o* 
remain  on  the  files  of  our  Secretary.  It  is  bao 
enongh  to  be  slandered  and  calumniated  by  tin) 
Chief  Magistrate  and  his  servile  minions,  but  it  ii 
still  more  offensive  to  the  moral  sense  of  mankind: 
when  we  are  gravely  asked  to  receive  and  pro 
mulgate  to  the  world  the  libel  which  is  aimed  a 
the  very  existence  of  this  branch  of  the  Federa" 
Government.  What  man  is  there  who  wouU 
tamely  submit  to  the  dictation  of  his  ca 
lumniator,  and  make  himself  the  instrument  o 
his  own  disgrace,  by  circulating,  under  his  own 
sanction,  a  libel  on  his  character?  None — no. 
not  one.  And  yet  this  is  the  modest  reques- 
which  the  President  has  made  of  the  Americar 
Senate,  from  whose  solemn  decisions  he  has 
made  this  appeal  to  the  people  of  the  Unite* 
States  !  I  throw  back  the  libel  into  the  handu 
of  its  reckless  infatuated  author,  who  has  sent  i 
here  to  insult  the  Senate,  and  assail  its  indepen 
dent  action;  and  let  him,  if  he  chooses,  take  hi: 
appeal'  through  the  corrupt  medium  of  his  prostiii 
ted  press. 

Mr.  President :  Waiving  any  additional  re 
marks  which  might  well  be  called  for  by  the  oc< 
casion,  for  the  present,  I  shall  resume  my  seat 
after  offering  the  motion  I  indicated  when  I  roses 
"That  this  paper,  sent  to  the  Senate  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  be  not  received." 

Mr.  SPRAGUE,  rose  to  make  a  very  few  ob 
servations  upon  the  extraordinary  paper  just  read 
more  in  grief  than  in  anger;  for  whatever  feelingi 
might  be  excited  on  ordinary  occasions,  by  sue! 
assumptions  and  assaults,  he  thought  that  on  ar 
occasion  like  the  present,  in  relation  to  a  docu- 
ment coming  from  such  a  source,  and  calculates 
to  produce  such  an  effect,  if  sustained,  on  the  in 
stitutions  of  the  country,  all  other  feelings  should 
be  merged  in  those  of  solemn  and  deep  regrejti 
The  claims  of  executive  power  set  forth  in  thai 
document,  if  admitted  and  established,  woujdl 
leave  no  other  department  of  this  Government 
than  a  single  Executive.  What  does  the  Presi 
dent  say?  He  asserts  that  all  executive  powei 
is  vested  in  him— that  ho  is  responsible  for  all 
the  acts  of  every  public  officer^-that  all  right, 
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tothority,  and  power,  given  them  by  law  is,  and 
nust  be,  rested  and  embodied  in  him,  as  head 
Mid  fountain  of  all — that  he  stands,  therefore,  as 
he  sole  Executive  officer;  all  others  being 
merged  in  him.  In  what  language  did  he  speak 
>f  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury?  "His  Secre- 
tary;" "One  of  his  Secretaries."  Tims  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  designated  as  the 
secretary  of  the  President,  and  not  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  law.  All  the  Secretaries  are  his 
Secretaries;  the  Major  General  of  the  Army  is 
lis  Major  General;  the  captains  in  the  Navy 
»re  his  captains,  and  all  the  civil  officers  of  the 
Government  are  his  officers — his  instruments, 
is  denominated  in  another  part  of  this  docu- 
ment. The  forty  thousand  officers  in  the  Blue 
Book  are  his  officers — his  instruments — his 
army — to  do  his  bidding,  as  his  creatures;  know- 
ing no  law  but  his  will.  Did  not  this  corres- 
pond with  what  it  was  known  that  he  had  said 
to  the  Philadelphia  committee,  as  well  as  to 
others,  when  he  spoke  of  this  Government  as 
"My  Government?"  Yes,  sir,  mt  Government!!! 
This  Government  is  Mr  Government,  and  all  its 
officers  Mr  officers!!!     "1  am  the  State." 

Having  thus  embodied  all  executive  power 
in  a  single  individual,  what  does  he  arrogate  as 
belonging   essentially  to   the   Executive >     He 
claims  in  this  document  what  never  before  was 
heard  in  this  country;  he  had  gone  beyond  any 
who  ever  claimed  extraordinary  power  for  the 
Executive  when  he  said  that,  under  the  Consti- 
tution, the  President  must  have  possession  of 
all  the  public  property,  and  all  the  public  money. 
Not  content  with  advancing  this  unpreceden- 
ted doctrine,  this  astounding  claim,  once,  he  re- 
peats it  in  another  form,and  declares  in  express 
terms  that  "Congress  cannot  take  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Executive  Department  the  custody 
of  the  public  property  or  money,  without  the  as- 
sumption of  executive  power,  and  a  subversion 
of  the  first  principles  of  the  Constitution."    He 
had  gone  farther  than  even  his  warmest  friends 
on  this  floor,  or  in  the  country.     What  did  gen- 
tlemen say,  when  the  debate  on  the  subject  of 
the  public  deposites  was  going  on  ?     They  told 
us,  said  Mr.  S.,  that,  although  the  deposites 
were  removed,  they  were  still  subject  to  the 
control  of  Congress.     It  was  insisted,  by  some, 
that  the  removal  itself  had  placed  the  moneys 
under  the  power  of  Congress.     It  was  repeated 
and  reiterated;  we  were  taunted  with  the  idea 
that  Congress  might  by  legislation  determine 
their  possession;  and  now  the  President  comes 
here  and  asserts  that  the  Constitution  gives  him 
the  sole  possession  of  the  public  money,  and  that 
Congress  cannot  take  it  from  him.      What  fur- 
ther? After  claiming  all  executive  power,  both 
of  the  purse  and  the  sword!  what  further?     A 
new  source  of  boundless  power  is  discovered. 
My  friend  from  Mississippi  (Mr.    Poijtdkxter) 
Had  stated  that  the  Constitution  gave  the  Pres- 
i  dent  no  right  to  send  his  protest  to  Congress, 
and  he  read  the  clause  designating  on  what  oc- 
casions the  President  may  communicate  with 
the  National  Legislature;  but  the  gentleman  did 
not  observe  the  new  source  from  whence  this 
power  was  now  claimed.    Where  did  the  Pre- 


sident pretend  to  find  the  authority  to  send  this 
extraordinary  protest?  Not  to  give  information 
to  Congress  on  the  state  of  the  Union;  not  to 
recommend  any  legislative  measures;  no,he  finds 
his  authority  in  his  oath  to  defend,  preserve  and 
protect  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States; 
he  distinctly  claims  to  derive  substantive  power 
from  the  terms  of  his  official  oath.  A  claim  un- 
precedented, astounding,  unlimited,  and  illimit- 
able. He  is  to  defend,  preserve,  and  protect 
the  Constitution.  And  as  the  Senate  had  passed 
a  resolution,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, violated  the  Constitution,  he  conceives 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  come  here  and  correct  it. — 
What  other  violations  of  the  Constitution  will 
he  undertake  to  correct?  If  the  Supreme  Court 
shall,  in  his  opinion,  transcend  the  Constitution, 
will  he  not  go  there  also  and  control  them?  Sir, 
said  Mr.  S.,  with  the  sword  in  one  hand,  and  the 
purse  in  the  other — with  the  possession  of  all 
executive  power,  and  with  the  treasures  of  the 
nation,  which  he  says  Congress  cannot  divest 
him  of,  together  with  the  right  and  duty,  under 
his  oath  of  office,  to  vindicate  the  Constitution 
against  all  others,  even  the  great  co-ordinate 
departments,  where  is  the  limit  of  the  Presi- 
dent's power,  or  his  pretensions  to  carry  it  into 
practical  effect?  He  is  to  see  that  the  Constitu- 
tion is  preserved!  He  has  told  us  on  a  former 
occasion,  by  message,  that  he  is  to  support  the 
Constitution  as  he  understands  it;  not  as  the  Ju- 
diciary expounds  it;  not  as  Congress  declares  it; 
but  as  he  individually  shall  understand  it.  And 
now,  because  the  Senate  has  passed  resolutions 
expressive  of  its  opinions,  he  comes  forward 
and  says  it  is  in  violation  of  the  Constitution — 
and  therefore  he  must  correct  it.  He  asserts 
that  it  is  acting  judicially,  and  that  he  is  not  to 
be  touched  but  by  impeachment.  Impeach- 
ment! and  against  the  President  wielding  the 
enormous  powers  which  he  arrogates!  Does  he 
believe  any  man  weak  enough  to  suppose  that 
impeachment  is  any  security  against  him  ?  So 
far  from  being  any  restraint,  it  would  effectually 
shield  him  from  responsibility  and  animadver- 
sion, if  he  could  thereby  gag  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  so  that  they  could  not  either,  or  both, 
express  opinions  against  his  alarming  encroach- 
ment, unless  in  the  solemn  form  of  an  impeach- 
ment. 

He  astumes  that  the  declaration  of  the  Se- 
nate is  a  criminal  procedure  against  him,  and 
then  enters  into  an  argument  to  prove  that  it  is 
unauthorized.  He  might  as  well  assume  that 
it  was  piracy,  and,  after  calling  it  by  a  false 
name, reason  upon  it  from  his  own  assumptions. 
Sir,  tije  expressions  of  opinion  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate,  that  the  President  had  ass.imed 
powers  not  granted  by  the  Constitution,  is  said 
to  be  a  judicial  sentence  without  notice  of  trial, 
and  without  the  previous  formalities  required 
by  the  Constitution;  and  yet  this  same  Presi- 
dent has  heretofore  denounced  an  act  of  the 
Senate  as  unconstitutional !  Was  that  in  him  a 
judicial  sentence?  In  an  executive  message  of 
March,  1833,  but  a  little  more  than  a  year 
since,  he  declares  that  a  resolution  of  the  Se- 
nate is  unconstitutional,  and,    therefore,  he 
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would  make  no  more  nominations  to  certain  of- 
fices. [Mr.  S.  then  read  the  message.]  Here, 
sir,  is  a  declaration  that  the  Senate  has  acted 
unconstitutionally;  and  yet,  although  the  Pre- 
sident may  declare  that  we  have  violated  the 
Constitution  in  restraining  his  power,  the  Se 
nate  may  not  presume  to  express  its  opinion 
with  regard  to  the  President's  seizing  upon  the 
money  of  the  people,  without  being  charged 
with  having  pronounced  a  judicial  sentence 
without  trial.  Take  this  very  document,  this 
protest  itself;  is  it  not  filled,  saturated,  with 
declarations  that  the  Senate  has  violated  the 
Constitution?  Is  it  not  almost  wholly  denuncia- 
tory? And  at  the  instant  in  the  document  in 
which  he  is  uttering  these  accusations  and  de- 
nunciations against  this  body,  he  is  making  it  a 
matter  of  grievous  complaint  that  the  Senate 
has  simply  expressed  an  opinion  that  he  has 
transcended  the  limits  of  the  Constitution. — 
There  was  a  resolution  introduced  in  the  Se- 
nate some  years  since,  similar  in  its  principle 
and  effect  to  this  which  is  so  much  complained 
of,  and  yet  I  am  not  aware  that  the  President, 
or  any  of  his  friends,  have  ever  denounced  it 
as  an  assumption  of  unconstitutional  power.  It 
was  the  resolution  of  a  Senator  from  North  Ca- 
rolina, not  now  a  member  of  the  Senate,  (Mr. 
Branch,)  which  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  read 
to  the  Senate.  It  is  as  follows: 
.  [Mr.  S.  here  read  the  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion relative  to  the  Panama  mission.] 

Here  the  President  announced  that  he  had 
accepted  the  invitation  to  take  part  in  the  Pa- 
nama Congress,  and  that  Ministers  would  be 
commissioned;  in  consequence  of  which,  the 
declaration  in  the  resolution  just  read  was  made. 
I  am  not  aware  that  it  ever  was  questioned  that 
it  was  competent  for  the  Senate  so  to  express 
its  opinion.  This  protest  asserts  that  the  reso- 
lution to  which  it  relates  is  not  legislative,  nor 
designed  as  the  foundation  of  legislation.  How 
does  the  President  know  that?  How  does  he 
know  that  it  was  not  "intended  to  lay  the  foun- 
dation of  a  bill  for  the  restoration  of  the  depo- 
sites?  He  undertakes  to  say  that  this  body 
cannot  pass  a  resolution  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting an  evil  precedent.  Might  not  the  Se- 
nate have  said,  on  this  occasion,  that  it  ex- 
pressed and  recorded  its  disapprobation,  lest 
the  act  of  the  Executive  might  be  drawn  into  a 
dangerous  precedent?  Might  it  not  be  deemed 
important  to  prevent  the  effects  of  silent  acqui- 
escence in  Executive  usurpation!  We  have 
seen  how  precedents  to  enlarge  Executive  pow- 
er are  urged  upon  us.  Silent  acquiescence  has 
been  again  and  again  construed  into  an  appro- 
bation of  Executive  measures,  and  yet  the  Se- 
nate is  not  permitted  to  speak;  and,  if  they  do 
not  speak,  silence  is  assumed  to  be  approbation 
and  support.  If  precedents  were  needed  to 
sustain  our  course ,  I  might  cite  the  proceed- 
ings in  relation  to  the  Seminole  war;  1  might 
also  cite  the  resolution  in  the  other  House  in 
relation  to  the  Panama  mission;  but  it  is  unne- 
cessary now  to  dwell  further  upon  this  topic.  . 

There  is  one  pirt  of  this  protest  to  which  it 


has  seen  fit  to  set  forth,  at  full  length,  certain 
legislative  proceedings  in  particular  States, 
which  might  be  supposed  to  have  a  bearing  on 
individual  members  of  this  body.  He  has  done 
me  the  honor  to  refer  to  my  vote  upon  this  oc- 
casion, and  to  my  having  advocated  the  resolu- 
tion, and  then  detailed  certain  proceedings  of 
the  State — no,  not  of  the  State,  but  of  the 
Legislature.  Sir,  all  I  need  say  to  the  tenant 
of  the  White  House  is,  that,  if  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  claimed  by  him  to  be  his  Sec- 
retary, I  am  not  his  Senator.  I  recognize  no 
right  in  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
lecture  me  on  my  Senatorial  duties,  whatever 
power  he  may  claim  over  his  trembling  officers, 
or  however  arbitrarily  and  oppressively  he  may 
control  them.  I  am  not  his  officer  ;  and,  so  far 
as  I  am  concerned  at  least,  lie  shall  learn  that 
this  Government  is  not  his  Government.  I  re- 
cognize no  right  in  Andrew  Jackson  to  come 
between  me  and  the  people  I  represent.  It  is 
not  for  him  to  say  what  opinions  I  shall  hold,  or 
what  doctrines  sustain.  I  yield  not  to  his  dicta* 
tion  ;  I  submit  not  to  his  assaults  ;  and  I  trust 
that  my  constituents,  the  spirited  and  intelligent 
people  of  Maine,  will  indignantly  spurn  his  au- 
dacious interference  between  them  and  their 
servant.  To  that  people  alone  I  hold  myself 
solemnly  responsible.  If,  in  their  judgment, 
they  shall  think  that  I  merit  chastisement  for 
believing  that  he  had  no  right  to  seize  the  pub. 
lie  treasure  ;  or  that  a  National  Bank  is  neces- 
sary to  their  prosperity;  I  shall  submit  in  all 
humility  to  that  chastisement  from  them,  but 
from  no  other  hand — no,  not  even  from  Jlndrew 
the  1st,  acting  Monarch  of  the  White  House. 
The  period  is  rapidly  approaching,  when,  at 
the  ballot  box,  in  their  primary  assemblies,  that 
people  may  express  more  directly  than  they 
have  yet  done,  their  opinion  of  my  public  servi- 
ces. Until  this  unprecedented  Presidential  at- 
tack in  the  face  of  the  nation,  it  was  to  me  a 
matter  of  indifference  whether  my  political  life 
should  be  continued  or  not.  I  have  been  ready 
at  all  times  to  sacrifice  it  to  my  convictions  of 
duty.  The  approbation  of  my  constituents,  to 
whom  I  am  bound  by  the  strong  ties  of  duty 
and  gratitude,  would  indeed  be  at  all  times  in- 
expressibly dear  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
their  sanction  of  the  assumptions  of  Executive 
powers,  which  would  convert  this  freeRepub. 
lie  into  a  Government  of  one  man,  would  leave 
not  a  single  wish  to  remain  in  its  service.  If 
they  desire  that  their  representative  should  be 
the  mere  supple  tool  of  the  President,  to  do 
his  bidding,  register  his  edicts,  echo  his  royal 
mandates,  and  submit  to  his  chastisement  here, 
they  will  seek  one  better  fitted  for  such  a  ser- 
vice. 

That  there  are  such  to  be  found  in  some  parts 
of  the  country,  we  have  pregnant  evidence 
around  us.  We  see  members  of  Congress  open- 
ly avowing  that  they  were  elected  as  Jackson 
men,  and  pledged  to  support  all  his  measures, 
reserving  to  themselves  no. exercise  of  reason  or 
judgment,  or  conscience,  or  knowledge.  I  was 
not  elected  as  Jackson's  man,  I  am  not  his  man, 


is  proper  that  I  should  advert.    The  President  I  am  no    man's  man.     I   was  elected  to  per- 
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form  my  legislative  functions,  according  to  my 
own  convictions  of  duty,  after  the  most  mature 
and  deliberate  reflection  .-  and  I  have  done  so, 
I  have  sought  no  personal  aggrandizement ;  I 
have  not  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal ;  and  I  will 
not  now  submit  to  this  new  prerogative  of  Pre- 
sidential animadveision.  I  am  aware  that 
the  President  disclaims  having  referred  to  the 
acts  of  these  State  Legislatures,  and  the  votes 
.of  Senators  here,  for  any  other  purpose  than  as 
a  mere  matter  of  history — merely  as  a  chronicler 
of  the  times.  He  has  selected  tliese  particular 
portions  of  modern  history,  not  with  any  view  of 
assailing  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment, not  with  a  purpose  of  attacking  particular 
members,  or  endeavoring  to  hold  them  up  in  ar- 
ray against  their  State  Legislatures — oh  no  ! 
that  would  be  unworthy  the  Chief  Magistrate, 
and  disreputable  to  his  station,  but  these  selec- 
tions are  made  merely  as  matter  of  taste,  or  as 
a  specimen  of  Aw  style  as  an  historian.  It  is  mere- 
It/  because  they  belong  to  history.  What  a  pity 
it  is,  sir,  that  he  should  not  have  given  us  some 
other  specimens  of  historical  writing;  some  narra- 
tive of  facts,  not  quite  familiar  to  the  public,  for 
these  which  he  has  selected  are  the  same  which 
have  appeared,  almost  daily  for  the  last  three 
months,  in  the  vituperative  columns  of  the  offi- 
cial organ.  Would  it  not  have  been  as  well, 
sir,  if  he  had  given  us  something  of  the  secret 
history  of  those  resolutions — the  source  of  which 
they  emanated,  the  initiated  few  to  whom  they 
were  first  communicated,  the  caucuses  in  which 
they  were  decreed,  and  all  the  modus  operandi  by 
which  private  judgment  was  subdued  by  Exe- 
cutive and  party  discipline?  This  would,  indeed 
have  enlightened  the  public,  and  aided  their  un- 
derstanding of  his  favorite  selections  of  modern 
history.  He  might  have  furnished  us,  too,  with 
much  curious  reading,  if  he  had  chronicled  the 
proceedings  of  his  upper  and  nether  cabinet. 
But  I  take  leave  of  the  historian. 

The  President,  after  making  his  onset  upon 
this  body,  and  arrogating  to  himself  extraordi- 
nary and  unlimited  powers,  attempts  to  enlist  the 
sympathies  of  the  public,  under  the  baseless 
pretext  that  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  assailed 
his  private  character.  He  dwells  on  his  great 
public  services,  and  pronounces  his  own  eulo- 
gium.  It  is  the  old  expedient.  Thus  has  it 
been  in  all  ages  when  the  successful  warrior 
thirsts  for  supreme  dominion.  He  appeals  to  the 
people,  recurs  to  his  past  services,  points  to  his 


wounds,  to  the  dangers  he  has  braved,  the  vic- 
tories he  has  achieved,  denounces  those  who 
would  expose  his  ambition,  and  resist  his  en- 
croachments, as  enemies  and  calumniators — and 
appeals  to  the  dear  people,  if  they  can  refuse 
any  thing  to  such  an  injured  benefactor.  Will 
they  not,  from  gratitude  and  sympathy,  crush 
the  Constitution,  and  permit  him  to  rule  as 
uncontrolled  master? 

There  is  a  closing  sentiment  in  this  extraordi- 
nary document,  in  which  I  most  cordially  con- 
cur. It  is,  that  Government  ought  to  be  known 
only  by  the  blessings  it  diffuses;  like  the  dews 
of  Heaven,  it  should  be  seen  and  felt  only  in  the 
freshness  and  beauty  which  it  spreads  over  the 
fair  surface  of  creation.  And  how  is  "  MY  Go- 
vernment" now  seen  and  felt  ?  Look  abroad 
upon  this  wide  extended  land — see  its  green 
fields  withered  by  the  blast  of  oppression — the 
bread  of  industry  snatched  from  the  mouth  of 
labor — Hear  the  piercing  cries  of  widows  and 
orphans;  the  supplications,  the  execrations, which 
daily  and  hourly  come  up  to  us  f  om  all  classes, 
and  occupations,  and  pursuits,  upon  that  heart- 
less and  iron  handed  despotism,  which  has  struck 
down  their  prosperity,  blasted  their  hopes,  crush- 
ed them  to  the  earth,  and  their  still  holds  them 
in  torture  and  agony,  in  its  unrelenting  and  un- 
relaxing  grasp — and  then  hear  the  arbitrary  au- 
thor of  all  this  wide  spread  ruin  and  heart-rend- 
ing misery,  calmly  tell  us  that  Government 
should  be,  like  the  dews  of  Heaven,  seen  and 
felt  only  in  the  beauty  and  freshness  which  it 
diffuses !  ! 

Such  is  his  theory,  and  such  his  practice!  It 
is  another  illustration  with  what  effrontery  iron- 
hearted  oppression  can  put  forth  pretensions  to 
mildness  and  benignity. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUY3EN  next  addressed  the 
Senate  as  follows:  Mr.  President,  while  I  re- 
tain any  respect  for  myself,  or  just  regard  for 
the  sacred  trusts  committed  to  our  care,  I  can- 
not consent  to  receive  this  document.  It  is  a 
most  extraordinary  proceeding,  and  will  form 
an  era  in  American  history.  Here,  sir,  while 
the  country  is  groaning  under  the  consequences 
of  a  rash  executive  experiment — while  banks 
are  breaking  all  around  us,  the  busy  hum  of 
cheerful  industry  silenced,  and  labor  in  absolute 
want  of  employment — all  the  bitter  fruits  a< 
executive  interference  with  public  credit,  when 
the  cries  for  relief  come  up  in  daily  supplica 
tion— when  the  people  had  a  fight  to  expc«* 
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some  alleviation  of  their  distresses-,  from  this 
administration — what  do  we  hear  I  A  lecture 
of  an  hour  and  a  half,  read  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  St  ates,  for  daring  to  question  the  autho- 
rity under  which  this  blow  at  our  prosperity  has 
been  inflicted!  Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  the  recep- 
tion of.the  paper,  under  every  aspect.  Instead 
of  preserving  harmony  among  the  co-ordinate 
departments  of  the  Government,  its  direct  and 
immediate  effect  will  be,  to  interrupt  it.  It 
cannot  be  otherwise.  Consider,  a  moment,  the 
complaints  of  the  President. 

The  charge  he  makes  is,  that  the  resolution 
imputes  to  him  a  breach  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  yet,  before  his  communi- 
cation reaches^  its  second .  page,  he  avers  that 
the  Senate  have  themselves  violated  that  instru- 
ment. The  whole  paper  is  interlarded  with 
charges  of  flagrant  inroads.  Now,  sir,  if  we 
receive  the  paper,  what  else  can  we  do  but  re- 
affirm our  powers  and  their  rightful  exercise,  in 
the  subject  matter  of  the  resolutions;  and  to 
bandy  such  criminations  between  the  Senate 
and  the  Executive,  will  neither  become  our 
dignity  nor  comport  with  his.  It  will  only  lead 
to  unhappy  and  unprofitable  collisions.  It  is 
wholly  without  precedent  or  reason  to  sustain 
it. 

But,  in  the  next  place,  I  must  vote  to  reject 
this  paper  because  it  is  an  unauthorised  execu- 
tive interference  with  the  legislative  action  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  This  I  regard 
as  the  most  serious  objection;  for  here  is  to  be 
found  its  greatest  danger,  as  the  firat  instance 
of  a  most  extraordinary  encroachment  upon  our 
privileges.  The  President,  to  relieve  himself 
of  this  difficulty,  is  pleased  to  say  that  the  re- 
solution of  the  Senate  leads  to  no  legislative  ac- 
tion. Sir,  how  does  he  know  this  ?  and  what 
right  has  he  to  conjecture  ?  We  are  in  the 
mdst  of  legislation  on  the  very  subject  of  the 
removal  of  the  public  deposites.  The  House 
of  Representatives  have  not  yet  reached  this 
branch  of  the  case.  They  have  resolved  that 
the  United  States  Bank  should  not  be  rechar- 
tered,  and  that  the  deposites  should  not  be  re 
stored;  but  whether  the  removal  was  lawful,  or 
for  satisfactory  reasons,  tbey  have  not  deter- 
mined. When  the  Secretary  reports  his  rea- 
sons to  Congress,  and  when  the  President  in- 
forms  us  that  his  interference  induced  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites,  have  we  no  right  to 
pronounce  his  interference  to  be  unauthorized, 
and  the  Secretary's  reasons  insufficient?  The 
President,  in  his  message  in  December  last, 
distinctly  and  officially  informed  us  of  his  inter- 
ference with  the  public  moneys — and  the  con- 
duct of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  direct- 
ly traced  to  Executive  advice  and  control — and 
pray,  sir,  have  the  Senate  no  right  to  pronounce 
an  opinion  upon  this,  as  well  as  all  other  mat- 
ters, contained  in  that  message  ?  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, what  are  we  coming  to?  Are  we  to  be 
lectured,  and  our  conduct  made  the  subject  of 
executive  commentary,  in  the  known  course  of 
our  deliberations  ? 

Why,  sir,  on  the  single  ground  of  our  con- 
struction, lately  given  by  an  honorable  Senator 


from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Leigh,)  legislative  action 
is  not  only  probable,  but  certain  ;  that  the  Se- 
cretary's reasons  must  be  approved  and  con- 
firmed, by  both  Houses  of  Congress,  or  his  act 
stands  without  legal  warrant.  And  yet  we 
have  the  Executive  stepping  in  between  us  and 
our  future  deliberations,  and  reading  oflT  his 
views  of  our  constitutional  powers  and  duties. 
Sir,  it  would  have  been  well  for  him,  in  chari- 
ty, to  have  deemed  our  views  of  these  great  in- 
terests, the  result  of  conscientious  convictions. 

And  quite  as  unsatisfactory  is  the  power  of 
removal  claimed  by  the  President,  over  the 
Heads  of  Departments.  He  relies  upon  a  legis- 
lative construction  upon  this  disputed  point ,  in 
1789.  But  let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  gen- 
eral power  of  removal  in  the  President  was  not 
the  matter  brought  into  debate  on  the  late  reso- 
lutions of  the  Senate;  but  we  insisted  on  this 
specific  proposition,  that,  when  the  act  of  Con- 
gress put  the  public  moneys  under  the  discretion 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  President 
did  not  possess  the  power  of  interfering  with 
the  full  and  free  exercise  of  that  discretion; 
much  less  to  substitute  his  own  will  for  the  opi- 
nion and  conscience  of  the  Secretary. 

And,  lastly,  1  object  to  this  paper,  because 
the  resolution  has,  at  least,  this  attribute — it  is, 
as  the  President  charges  it  to  bo,  an  official  re- 
buke of  his  conduct.  I  am  willing,  sir*  to  rest 
my  vote  on  that  alone.  1  maintain,  that  we 
have  the  right  to  administer  official  rebuke  for 
every  encroachment  of  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment, and  for  every  step  that  power  may  argue 
into  plausible  countenance  of  its  grasping  pre- 
tensions. It  is  our  solemn  duty  to  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  country,  to  give  the  warning  at  ev- 
ery such  interference.  These  are  the  promi- 
nent reasons  wherefore  I  cannot  receive  this 
paper. 

The  President  has  been  pleased  to  introduce 
into  this  document  a  copy  of  the  Preamble  and 
Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey, 
ins  ructing  her  Senators.  He  however,  dis- 
claims all  questioning  of  our  motives  or  conducts 
calls  it  matter  of  history.  Sir,  it  is  unworthy  of 
the  Chief  Magistrate  to  become  the  chronicler 
of  the  times.  Grant  the  right  to  give  the  in- 
structions, what  has  the  President  to  do  in  the 
matter?  If  four  Senators  have,  against  such  in- 
structions, declared  the  act  of  the  President  to 
be  unconstitutional;  if  they  have  ventured  all 
the  consequences  of  unpleasant  collisions  at 
home;  if  they  have  resolved  to  act  on  their  own 
judgments,  and  repose  on  the  future  approba- 
tion of  the  people,  Sir,  it  evinces  how  deep  and 
pervading  must  have  been  their  convictions  of 
high  and  sacred  duty,  in  declaring  the  late  act 
of  the  President  a  dangerous  encroachment. 
Ore  word  on  these  Legislative  instructions. 

I  wish  I  had  near  me  the  resolution  of  a  part 
of  the  people  of  my  State,  lately  adopted.  They 
contain,  in  my  humble  juo'gment,  the  true  doc- 
trine. They  resolved,  that  the  members  of  the 
State  Legislature  at  home,  and  of  the  Congress 
here,  are  alike  servants  of  the  people ;  deny  that 
servants  can  instruct  servants,  and  that,last  of  all, 
can  they  accord  to  the  domestic  legislators,  the 
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right  of  instructing  members  of  Congress  as  to 
their  more  extensive  public  duties. 

This,  I  believe  to  be  the  pure  democratic  spirit 
of  our  Constitution.  The  people  are  represented 
by  the  State  and  national  departments  of  Gov- 
ernment They  entrust  the  State  Government 
with  one  great  class  of  interests — and  the  nation- 
al with  another  and  more  general  class.  We,  in 
Congress,  and  our  State  representative,  are  re- 
sponsible  not  to  each  other,  but  both  to  the  people. 
And  we,  therefore,  are  not  to  receive  orders  from 
the  Legislature,  nor  to  send  instructions  to 
them.  Sir,  I  have,  in  the  late  acts  of  the  Execu- 
tive and  the  course  of  those  who  endeavor  to  sus- 
tain him,  learned  much  of  what  never  was  de- 
mocracy— the  exposition  that  I  have  just  at- 
tempted, I  believe  to  be  its  sound  and  pure  doc- 
trines, and  by  such  lights  I  shall  be  guided. 

Mr.  President,  the  people  of  New  Jersey  feel 
themselves  to  be  misrepresented  by  the  late  le- 
gislature, in  their  instructions.  Whether  this  be 
the  judgment  of  the  majority,  must  await  the  re- 
sults of  future  trial,  and  I  cheerfully  leave  it  to 
that  investigation. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  and  said,  that  the  public 
mind  was  now  to  be  occupied  with  a  question  of 
the  very  first  moment  and  importance,  and  iden- 
tical in  all  its  features  with  the  great  question 
growing  out  of  the  famous  resolutions  of  the  En- 
glish House  of  Commons  in  the  case  of  the 
Middlesex  election  in  the  year  1768,  and  which 
engrossed  the  attention  of  the  British  empire  for 
fourteen  years  before  it  was  settled.  That  ques- 
tion was  one  in  which  the  House  of  Commons 
was  judged  and  condemned  for  adopting  a  re- 
solution which  was  held  by  the  subjects  of  the 
British  crown  to  be  a  violation  of  their  Constitu- 
tion, and  a  subversion  of  the  rights  of  English- 
men. The  question  now  before  the  Senate,  and 
which  will  go  before  the  American  people,  grows 
out  of  a  resolution  in  which  he  (Mr.  B.)  believ- 
ed that  the  Constitution  had  been  violated — the 
privileges  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in- 
vaded— and  the  rights  of  an  American  citizen,  in 
the  person  of  the  President,  subverted.  The  re- 
solution of  the  House  of  Commons,  after  four- 
teen years  of  annual  motions,  was  expunged 
from  the  journal  of  the  House;  and  he  pledged 
himself  to  the  American  people  to  commence  a 
similar  series  of  motions  with  respect  to  this  re- 
solution of  the  Senate.  He  had  made  up  his 
mind  to  do  so  without  consultation  with  any  hu- 
man being,  and  without  deigning  to  calculate 
the  chance*,  or  the  time  of  success.  He  rested 
under  the  firm  conviction  that  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate,which  had  drawn  from  the  president  the 
calm,  temperate  and  dignified  Protest  which  had 
been  read  at  the  table,  was  a  resolution  which  ought 
to  be  expunged  from  the  journal  of  the  Senate, and 
if  any  thing  was  necessary  to  stimulate  his  sense 
of  duty  in  making  a  motion  to  that  effect,  and  in 
encouraging  others  after  he  was  gone,  in  follow, 
ing  up  that  motion  to  success — it  would  be 
found  in  the  history  and  termination  of  the  simi 
lar  motion  which  wsfs  made  in  the  English  House 
of  Commons  to  which  he  had  referred.  That 
motion  was  renewed  for  fourteen  years — from 
1768  to  1782— before  it  was  successful.    For  the 


first  seven  years,  the  lofty  and  malignant  majority 
did  n«>t  condescend  to  reply  to  the  motion.  They 
sunk  it  under  a  dead  vote  as  often  as  presented. 
The  second  seven  years  they  replied;  and  at  the 
end  of  the  term,  and  on  the  assembling  of  a  new 
Parliament,  the  veteran  motion  was  carried  by 
more  thai)  two  to  one;  and  the  gratifying  specta- 
cle was  beheld  of  a  public  expurgation,  in  the 
face  of  the  assembled  Commons  of  England,  of 
the  most  obnoxious  resolution  from  the  Journal 
of  the  House.  The  elections  in  England  were 
septennial,  and  it  took  two  terms  of  seven  years, 
or  two  general  elections,  to  bring  the  sense  of 
the  kingdom  to  bear  upon  their  representatives; 
the  elections  of  the  Senate  were  sexennial,  with 
intercallary  exits  and  entrances;  and  it  might 
take  a  less,  or  a  longer  period,  he  would  not  pre- 
sume to  say  which,  to  bring  the  sense  of  the- 
American  people  to  bear  upon  an  act  of  the 
American  Senate.  Of  that  he  would  make  no 
calculation;  but  the  final  success  of  the  motion 
in  the  English  House  of  Commons,  after  four- 
teen years  perseverance,  was  a  sufficient  encour- 
agement for  him  to  begin,  and  doubtless  would 
encourage  others  to  continue,  until  the  good  work 
should  be  crowned  with  success,  and  the  only 
atonement  made,  which  it  was  in  the  Senate's 
power  to  make,  to  the  violated  majesty  of  the 
Constitution,  the  invaded  privileges  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  the  subverted  rights  of  an 
American  citizen. 

In  bringing  this  great  question  before  the 
American  people,  Mr.  B.  should  consider  him- 
self as  addressing  the  calm  intelligence  of  an 
enlightened  community.  He  believed  the  body 
of  the  American  people  to  be  the  most  enlight- 
ened community  upon  the  earth ;  and,  without 
the  least  disparagement  to  the  present  Senate, 
he  must  be  permitted  to  believe  that  many  such 
Senates  might  be  drawn  from  the  ranks  of  the 
people,  and  still  leave  no  dearth  of  intelligence 
behind.  To  such  a  community — in  an  appeal 
on  a  great  question  of  constitutional  law,  to  the 
understandings  of  such  a  people — declamation, 
passion,  epithets,  opprobrious  language,  would 
stand  for  nothing.  They  would  float,  harmless 
and  unheeded,  through  the  empty  air,  and  strike 
in  vain  upon  the  ear  of  a  sober  and  dispassion- 
ate tribunal.  Indignation,  real  or  affected;  wrath, 
however  hot;  fury,  however  enraged;  assevera- 
tions, however  violent;  denunciations,  however 
furious,  will  avail  nothing.  Facts — inexorable 
facts — are  all  that  will  be  attended  to;  reason, 
calm  and  self-possessed,  is  all  that  will  be  listen- 
ed to.  An  intelligent  tribunal  will  exact  the  re- 
spect of  an  address  to  their  understandings; 
and  he  that  wishes  to  be  heard  in  this  great 
question,  or  being  heard,  would  wish  to  be  heed- 
ed, will  have  occasion  to  be  clear  and  correct  in 
his  facts;  close  and  perspicuous  in  his  applica- 
tion of  law;  fair  and  candid  in  his  conclusions 
and  inferences;  temperate  and  decorous  in  his 
language;  and  scrupulously  free  from  every  taint 
of  vengeance  and  malice.  Solemnly  impressed 
with  the  truth  of  all  these  convictions,  it  was  the 
intention  of  himself  (Mr.  B.) — whatever  the 
example  or  the  provocation,  might  be— never  to 
forget  hie  place,  big  subjeet,  his  audience,  and 
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his  object !  Never  to  forget  that  he  was  speak- 
ing in  the  American  Senate,  on  a  question  of 
violated  constitution  and  outraged  individual 
right ;  to  an  audience  comprehending  the  whole 
body  of  the  American  people,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  a  righteous  decision  from  the 
calm  and  sober  judgment  of  a  high-minded,mtel- 
ligent,  and  patriotic  community. 

The  question  immediately  before  the   Senate 
was  One  of  minor  consequence ;  it  might  be  call- 
ed a  question  of  small   import,    except  for  the 
effect  which  the  decision  might  have  upon  the 
Senate  itself.     In  that  point  of  view,  it  might  be 
a  question  of  some  moment ;  for,  without  refer- 
ence to  individuals,  it  was  essential  to  the  cause 
of  free  governments,   that  every  department  of 
the  Government,  the  Senate  inclusive,  should  so 
act  as  to  preserve  to  itself  the  respect  and  the 
confidence  of  the  country.  The  immediate  ques- 
tion was,  upon  the  rejection  of  the  President's 
message.     It  was  moved  to  reject  it — to  reject  it, 
not  after  it  was  considered,  but  before  it  was  con- 
sidered !  and  thus  to  tell  the  American  people 
that  their  President  shall  not  be  heard — should 
not  be  allowed  to  plead  his  defence — in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  body  that  condemned  him,  neither 
before  the  condemnation  nor  after  it !     This  is 
the  motion,  and  certainly  no  enemy  to  the  Senate 
could  wish  it  to  miscarry.     The  President,  in 
the  conclusion  of  his  message,  has  respectfully 
requested  that  his   defence   might   be   entered 
upon  the  Journal  of  the  Senate — upon  the  same 
journal  which  contains  the  record  of  his  convic- 
tion. This  is  the  request  of  the  President.    Will 
the  Senate  deny  it  ?     Will  they  refuse  this  act 
of  sheer  justice  and  common  decency?    Will 
they  go  further,  and  not  only  refuse  even  to  place 
it  on  the  journal,  but  refuse  to  suffer  it  to  remain 
in  the  Senate  ?     Will  they  refuse  to  let  it  remain 
on  file,  but  send  it  back,  or  throw  it  out  of  doors, 
without  condescending  to  reply  to  it  ?  for  that  is 
the  exact  import  of  the  motion  now  made!    Will 
Senators  exhaust  their  minds,  and  their  bodies 
also,  &in  loading  this  very  communication  with 
epithets,and  then  say  that  it  shall  not  be  receiv- 
ed?    Will  they  receive  memorials,  resolutions, 
essays,  from  all  that  choose  to  abuse  the  Presi- 
dent, and  not  receive  a  word  of  defence  from  him ? 
Will  they  continue  the  spectacle  which  has  been 
presented  here  for  three  months— a  daily  presen- 
tation of  attacks  upon  the  President  from  all  that 
choose  to  attack  him,  young  and  old,  boys  and 
men — attacks  echoing  the  very  sound  of  this  re- 
solution, and  which  are  not  only  received  and 
filed  here,  but  printed   also,   and  referred  to  a 
committee,  and  introduced,   each  one,   with   a 
lauded   commentary  of  set  phrases  ?     Are   the 
Senate  to  receive  all  these,  and  yet  refuse  to  re- 
ceive from  the  object  of  all  this  attack  one  word 
of  answer  ?     In  this  point  of  view,  as  a  question 
concerning  the   Senate   itself,   it  may   become 
material  to  the  Senate,  in  a  country,  and  in  an 
age  when  no  tribunal  is  too  high  for  public  opin- 
ion to  reach  it ;  it  may  become  material  to  the 
Senate,  in   such  a   country  and  such  an  age,  to 
reject,  and  throw  out  of  doors,  the  calm  and  tem- 
perate defence  of  the  President,  ifl   the  midst  of 
the  reception  of  a  thousand  memorials  and  reso< 


lutions,  condemning  him  for  the  very  act  which 
he  is  not  allowed  to  defend !  Is  he  to  be  the 
only  citizen  who  is  not  to  be  heard  by  the  Senate? 
Him,  whom  it  seems  to  be  lawful  for  every  one 
whose  education  and  manners  qualifies  him  for 
the  application  of  Billingsgate  rhetoric,  to  lavish 
it  upon  him  ?  Rejected  or  not,  that  communi- 
cation cannot  be  secreted  from  the  eyes  of  the 
American  people.  It  has  been  read,  and  will 
be  printed.  An  independent  press  will  carry  it 
to  the  extremities  of  the  country,  and  hand  it 
down  to  succeeding  generations.  It  will  be  com- 
pared with  speeches  delivered  for  three  months 
in  this  capitol,  against  this  President;  and  an  en- 
lightened and  upright  community  will  decide  be- 
tween the  language  of  the  defence,  and  the  lan- 
guage of  the  accusation ;  between  the  temper  of 
the  accusers,  and  the  temper  of  the  accused ; 
between  the  violent  President  who  has  violated 
the  Constitution  and  the  laws,  and  the  meek  and 
gentle  Senators  who  have  sat  in  judgment  upon 
him  for  it.  The  people  will  see  these  things — 
will  compare  them  together — will  judge  for  them- 
selves ;  and  that  judgment,  in  this  free  and  hap- 
py land,  will  be  the  final  and  supreme  award, 
from  which  there  is  no  appeal. 

The  great  question,  Mr.  B .  said,  which  waB 
to  go  before  the  American  people,  and  to  claim 
from  them  that  intense  and  profound  considera- 
tion which  the  English  people  gave  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  House  of  Commons  in  regard  to  the 
Middlesex  election,  is  the  constitutionality  of  the 
Senate's  conduct  in  adopting  the  resolution 
which  condemned  the  President  for  a  violation 
of  the  laws  and  of  the  Constitution  of  his  coun- 
try. It  was  the  conduct  of  the  Senate  which 
would  now  be  on  trial ;  and  that  conduct  de- 
served to  be  tried,  and,  as  far  as  it  depended 
upon  him,  should  be  tried,  UPON  THE  FACTS 
OF  THE  CASE  ALONE— upon  the  facts 
which  our  own  journal  contains — upon  the  re- 
solutions as  offered  and  adopted  here—  upon 
the  authentic  speeches  which  the  supporters  of 
these  resolutions  have  published  to  the  world, 
and  which  show  the  sense  in  which  they  under- 
stood the  proceeding  which  they  carried  on. — 
The  proceeding  he,  Mr.  B.  held  to  be  an  im- 
peachment, without  the  forms  of  an  impeachment 
— a  conviction  without  the  form  of  a  trial — a  sen- 
tence of  condemnation  for  a  high  crime  and  mis- 
demeanor, against  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
Republic,  without  evidence,  without  hearing, 
without  defence,  without  the  observance  of  a 
single  form  prescribed  for  the  trial  of  impeach- 
ments ;  and  this  by  the  very  tribunal  which  is 
bound  to  try  the  formal  impeachment  for  the 
same  matter,  if  duly  demanded  by  the  grand  in- 
quest of  the  nation  in  their  Hall  of  Representa- 
tives. This  was  the  question  which  the  coun- 
try would  have  to  try,  and,  in  the  trial  of  which, 
furious  passion,  reckless  denunciation,  bold  or 
even  audacious  assertion,  will  stand  for  nothing. 
The  record !  the  record !  v.  ill  be  the  evidence 
which  the  country  will  demand.  The  facts  ! 
the  facts!  will  be  the  data, which  they  require  ! 
The  speeches!  the  speeches!  delivered  on  this 
floor,,  will  be  the  test  of  the  spirit  and  intention 
with  Which  these  proceedings  were  pursued  and 
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consummated  ;  and,?without  animadverting  up- 
on the  manner  in  whichjthe  President's  message 
and  protest  has  been  received  here,  and  which 
has  presented  such  an  extraordinary  scene  in 
the  American  Senate,  he  should  proceed  to  lay 
before  the  people  the  authentic  evidence,  in  the 
calmest  manner,  which  it  will  be  their  business 
to  weigh  in  the  formation  of  their  opinions  on 
this  momentous  subject.  The  first  evidence 
which  he  should  submit,  was  the  series  of  reso- 
lutions which  were  presented  to  the  Senate,  be- 
fore one  could  be  framed  which  could  unite  the 
votes  of  the  twenty-six  Senators  who  finally  vo- 
ted together  in  the  adoption  of  one  of  them.  He 
said  he  should  present  the  series  of  these  resolu- 
tions ;  for,  in  the  metamorphosis  which  they  un- 
derwent, there  was  much  for  anxious  reflection  ; 
the  first  one  containing  specifications,  which 
were  omitted  in  the  second  and  third,  while  the 
second  and  third  notoriously  rested  upon  the 
specifications  omitted,  and  which  could  not  be 
retained  on  the  face  of  the  record  ! 

Mr.  B.  then  read  the  resolution  as  first  offer- 
ed by  Mr.  Clay,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
debate.     It  was  in  the  following  words: 

"  Resolved,  That ,  by  dismissing  the  late  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  because  he  would  not, 
contrary  to  his  sense  of  his  own  duty,  remove 
the  money  of  the  United  States,  in  deposite 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its 
branches,  in  conformity  with  the  President's 
opinion;  and  by  appointing  his  successor  to  ef- 
fect such  removal,  which  has  been  done,  the 
President  has  assumed  the  exercise  of  a  power 
over  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  not 
granted  to  him  by  the  Constitution  and  laws, 
and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people." 
He  then  read  the  resolution  as  amended,  or 
altered,  by  the  same  gentleman,  and  offered 
again  to  the  Senate  towards  the  close  of  the 
debate.     It  was  as  follows: 

"Resolved,  That,  in  taking  upon  himself  the 
responsibility  of  removing  the  deposites  of  the 
public  money  from  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  has  assumed 
the  exercise  of  a  power  over  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  not  granted  to  him  by  the 
Constitution  and  laws,  and  dangerous  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people." 

He  then  read  the  third  edition,  revised,  a- 
mended,  and  altered,  of  the  same  resolution, 
as  finally  submitted  to  the  Senate  by  the  origi- 
nal mover,  and  adopted  by  the  vote  of  the  Se- 
nate: 

"Resolved,  That  the  President,  in  the  late 
Executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public 
revenue,  has  assumed  upon  himself  authority 
and  power  not  conferred  by  the  Constitution 
and  laws,  hut  in  derogation  of  both." 

Mr.  B.  then  remarked  upon  the  alteration 
which  these  resolutions  had  undergone,  and 
begged  it  to  be  well  remembered  that  none  of 
these  alterations  were  amendments  made  by  the 
Senate,  but  were  the  voluntary,  and  succes- 
sive changes,  introduced  by  the  mover  himself 
He  remarked,  first,  upon  the  nature  of  these 
changes;  secondly,  upon  the  design  which  in- 
duced them}  and  thirdly,  upon  the  effect  of 


making  them.  The  first  change  consisted  in 
dropping  the  specification  on  which  the  gene- 
ral charge  of  violating  the  laws  and  the  Consti- 
tution rested,  and  retaining  the  formal  impeach- 
ment conclusion,  of  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of 
thepeople,-  the  second  change  consisted  in  the 
omission  of  the  specification,  and  in  the  sup- 
pression of  that  regular  impeaching  c\*\i9f, dan- 
gerous to  the  liberties  of  the  people.'  Now,  said 
Mr.  B.,  when  were  these  alterations  made? 
Certainly  it  was  after  the  objection  had  been 
fully  taken  in  the  Senate  that  this  resolution 
contained  impeachable  matter!  It  was  after  the 
original  resolution  had  been  denounced  *b  a 
virtual  impeachment  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  after  the  suppressed  passa- 
ges had  been  pointed  out  as  proving  and  klenti. 
fyingthe  impeachment  character  of  the  resolu- 
tion. It  was  after  all  this,  that  the  alterations 
were  made. 

Having  showed  the  time  when  the  alterations 
were  made,  Mr.  B.  next  showed  the  design  with 
which  they  must  have  been  made:  and  that  ev- 
idently was  to  get  rid  of  the  criminal  aspect  of 
the  proceedings,  and  (o  avoid  a  trial  before  the 
people  on  those  specifications,  on  which,  possi- 
bly, the  26  could  not  unite  here,  nor  go  to  trial 
upon  any  where!     He  remarked,  in  the  third 
place,  upon  the  effect  produced  in  the  character 
of  the  resolution,  and  affirmed  that  it  was  no- 
thing.   He  said  that  the  same  charge  ran  through 
all  three.     They  all  three  imputed  to  the  Presi- 
dent a  violation  of  the  Constitution,  and  of  the 
laws  of  the  country — of  that  Constitution  which 
he   was  sworn  to  support,   and  of  those  laws 
which  he  was  not  only  bound  to  observe  himself, 
but  to  cause  to  be  faithfully  observed  by  all  oth- 
ers.    A  violation  of  the  Constitution,  and  of 
the  laws,    Mr.  B.   said,  were  not  abstractions 
and  metaphysical  subtleties:  they  must  relate  to 
persons  or  things.     The  violations  cann<>t  rust 
in  the  air:  they  must  affix  themselves  to  men  or 
to  property;  they  must  connect  themselves  with 
the  transactions  of  real  l;fe.     They  cannot  be 
ideal  and  contemplative.     In  omitting  the  speci- 
fications relative  to  the  dismission  of  one  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,   and  the  appointment  of 
another,  what  other  specifications  were  adopt- 
ed or  substituted?     Certainly  none!    What  oth- 
ers were   mentally    intended?       Surely  none! 
What  others  were  suggested?     Certainly  none! 
The  general  charge,  then,  rests  upon  the  same 
specification;  and  so  completely  is  this  the  fact, 
that  no  supporter  of  the  resolutions  has  thought 
it  necessary  to  make  the  least  alteration  in  his 
speeches  which  supported  the  original  resolu- 
tion, or  to  say  &  single  additional  word  in  favor 
of  the  altered  resolution,  as  finally  passed.   The 
omission  of  the  specification  is,  then,  an  omis- 
sion of  form  and  not  of  substance;  it  is  a  change 
of  words,  and  not  of  tilings;  and  a  substitution 
of  a  derogation  of  the  laws  and  Constitution,  for 
danger  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  is  a  still  more 
flagrant   insiance  of  change  of  words  without 
change  of  thing".     It  is  (autologous  and   non- 
sensical.    It  adds  nothing  to  the  general  c  ai^e. 
and  takes  nothing  from  it.     It  neither  explains 
it,  nor  qualifies  it.    In  the  technical  sense,  it  is 
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absurd;  for  it  is  not  the  case  of  a  statute  in  dero- 
gation of  the  common  law,  to  wi%  repealing  a 
part  of  it ;  in  the  common  pai  lance  understand- 
ing it  is  ridiculous,  for  the  President  is  not 
even  charged  with  defaming  the  Constitution 
and  the  laws ;  and,  if  he  was  so  charged,  it 
would  present  a  curious  trial  of  scandalum  mag- 
natum  for  the  American  Senate  to  engage  in. 
No!  said  Mr.  B.,  this  derogation  clause  is  an  ex- 
pletive! It  is  put  in  to  fill  up!  The  regular  im- 
peaching clause,  of  dangers  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  had  to  be  taken  out.  There  was  danger, 
not  t«*  the  people  certainly,  but  to  the  character 
of  the  resolution,  if  it  staid  in.  It  identified  that 
resolution  as  an  impeachment,  and,  therefore, 
constituted  a  piece  of  internal  evidence,  which 
it  was  necessary  to  withdraw;  but  in  withdraw- 
ing which,  the  character  of  the  resolution  was 
not  altered.  The  charge  for  violating  the  laws 
and  the  Constitution  still  stood;  and  the-substitu- 
ted clause  was  n^thingbntastoppertoa  vacuum; 
additional  sound,  without  additional  sense,  to 
fill  up  a  blank,  and  round  iff  a  sentence. 

After  showing  the  impeaching  character  of 
the  Senate's  resolution  from  its  own  internal 
evidence,  Mr.  R.  had  recourse  to  another  de- 
scription of  evidence,  scarcely  inferior  to  the 
resolutions  themselves,  in  the  authentic  inter- 
pretation of  their  meaning;  he  alluded  to  the 
speeches  made  in  support  of  them,  and  whicn 
had  resounded  in  this  chamber  for  three  months 
and  were  now  circulating  all  over  the  country 
in  every  variety  of  newspaper  and  pamphlet 
form.  These  speeches  were  made  by  the 
friends  of  the  resolution  to  procure  its  adoption 
here ,  and  to  justify  its  adoption  before  the 
country.  Let  the  country  then  read  ;  let  the 
people  read  what  has  been  sent  to  them  for  the 
purpose  of  justifying  these  resolutions  which 
they  are  now  to  try.  They  will  find  them  to 
be  in  the  character  of  prosecution  pleadings  a- 
gainst  an  accused  man  on  his  trial  for  the  com- 
mission of  great  crimes.  Let  them  look  over 
these  speeches,  and  mark  these  passages;  they 
will  find  language  ransacked,  history  rumaged, 
to  find  words  sufficiently  strong,  and  examples 
sufficiently  odious,  to  paint  and  exemplify  the 
enormity  of  the  crime  of  which  the  President 
was  alleged  to  be  guilty.  After  reading  these 
passages,  let  any  one  doubt,  if  he  can,  as  to  the 
character  of  the  resolution  which  was  adopted. 
Let  him  doubt,  if  he  can,  of  the  impeachable 
nature  of  the  offence  which  was  charged  upon 
the  President.  Let  him  doubt,  if  he  can,  that 
every  Senator  who  voted  for  that  resolution, 
voted  the  President  to  be  guilty  of  an  impeach- 
able offence — an  offence  lor  the  trial  of  whiGh 
this  Senate  is  the  appointed  tribunal — an  offence 
which  it  will  be  the  immediate  duty  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  bring  before  the 
Senate,  in  a  formal  impeachment,  unless  they 
disbelieve  in  the  truth  and  justice  of  the  resolu- 
tion which  has  been  adopted. 

Mr.  B.  said  there  were  three  characters  in 
which  the  Senate  could  act,  and  every  time  it 
acted,  it  necessarily  did  so  in  one  or  the  other  of 
these  eharacters.  It  possessed  executive,  legis- 
lative, and  judicial  characters.    As  a  part  of  the 


executive,  it  acted  on  treaties  and  nominations 
to  office;  as  a  part  of  the  legislative,  it  assisted 
in  making  laws;  as  a  judicial  tribunal,  it  decided 
impeachments.  Now,  in  which  of  these  charac- 
ters did  the  Senate  act  when  it  adopted  the  re- 
solution in  question?  Not  in  its  executive  char-' 
acter,  it  will  be  admitted;  not  in  its  legislative 
character,  it  will  be  proved;  for  the  resolution 
was,  in  its  nature,  wholly  foreign  to  legislation. 
It  was  directed ,  not  to  the  formation  of  a  law , 
but  to  the  condemnation  of  the  President.  It 
was  to  condemn  him  for  dismissing  one  Secreta- 
ry because  he  would  not  do  a  thing,and  appoint- 
ing another  that  he  might  do  it;  and  certainly 
this  was  not  matter  for  legislation  ;  for  Mr. 
Duane  could  not  be  restored  by  law,  nor  Mr. 
Taney  be  put  out  by  law  It  was  to  convict 
the  President  of  violating  the  Constitution  and 
the  laws;  ad  surely  these  infractions  are  not 
to  be  amended  by  laws,  but  avenged  by  trial  and 
punishment.  The  very  nati.re  of  the  resolution 
proves  i'  to  be  foreign  to  all  legislation;  its  form 
proves  the  same  thing,  for  it  is  not  joint,  to  require 
the  action  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
thus  ripen  into  law ;  nor  is  it  followed  by  an  instruc- 
tion to  a  committee  to  report  a  bill  in  conformi- 
ty to  it.  No  such  instruction  could  even  now 
be  added  without  committing  an  absurdity  of 
the  most  ridiculous  character. 

There  was  another  resolution  with  whirh  this 
must  not  be  confounded,  and  upon  which  an 
instruction  to  a  committee  might  have  been  bot- 
tomed; it  was  the  resolution  which  declared  the 
Secretary's  reasons  for  removing  the  deposites 
to  be  insufficient  and  unsatisfactory;  but  no  such 
construction  has  been  bottomed  even  upon  that 
resolution;  so  that  it  is  evident  that  no  legisla- 
tion of  any  kind  was  intended  to  follow  either 
resolution,  even  that  to  which  legislation  might 
have  been  appropriated,  much  less  that  to  which 
it  would  have  been  an  absurdity.  Four  months 
have  elapsed  since  the  resolutions  were  brought 
in.  In  all  that  time,  there  has  been  no  attempt 
to  found  a  legislative  act  upon  either  ef  them; 
and  it  is  too  late  now  to  assume  that  the  one 
which  in  its  nature  and  in  Us  form  is  wholly  for- 
eign to  legislation,  is  a  legislative  act,  and  adop- 
ted by  the  Senate  in  its  legislative  character.— 
No!  This  resolution  is  judicial;  it  is  a  judgment 
pronounced  upon  an  imputed  offence;  it  is  the 
declared  sense  of  a  majority  of  the  Senate,  of 
the  guilt  of  thePresident  of  a  high  crime  and  a 
misdemeanor.  It  is,  in  substance,  an  impeach- 
men' — an  impeachment,  in  violation  of  all  the 
forms  prescribed  by  the  Constitution — in  viola- 
tion of  the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives— in  subversion  of  the  rights  of  the  ac- 
cused—and the  record  of  which  ought  to  be 
expunged  from  the  Journal  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  B.  said,  the  selection  of  a  tribunal  for 
the  trial  of  impeachments  was  felt,  by  the  Con- 
vention which  framed  the  Constitution,  as  one 
of  the  most  delicate  and  difficult  tasks  which 
they  had  to  perform .  Those  great  men  were 
well  read  in  history,  both  ancient  and  modern, 
and  knew  that  the  impeaching  power,  the  usual 
mode  for  trying  political  men  for  political  of 
fences — was  often  an  engine  for  the  gratifica- 
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tion  of  factious  and  ambitious  feelings.  An  im- 
peachment was  well  known  to  be  the  beaten 
road  for  running  down  a  hated  or  successful 
political  rival.  After  great  deliberation — after 
weighing  all  the  tribunals,  even  that  of  the  Su- 
preme Court — the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
was  fixed  upon  as  the  body  which,  from  its  con- 
stitution, would  be  the  most  impartial,  neutral, 
and  equitable,  that  could  be  selected;  and  with 
the  check  of  a  previous  inquisition,  and  pre- 
sentment of  charges  by  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, would  be  the  safest  tribunal  to  which 
could  be  confided  a  power  so  great  in  itself,  and 
so  susceptible  of  being  abused.  The  Senate 
was  selected;  and  to  show  that  he  had  not  over- 
stated the  difficulties  of  thelConvention,  in  mak- 
ing, the  se'ection,  he  would  take  leave  to  read 
a  passage  from  a  work  which  was  canonical  on 
this  subject,  and  from  an  article  in  that  «  ork 
which  was  written  by  the  gentleman  whose  au- 
thority would  have  •  most  weight  on  this  occa 
sion .  He  spoke  of  the  federalist,  and  of  the 
article  written  by  General  Hamilton  on  the  im- 
peaching power. 

■'  A  well  constituted  court  for  the  trial  of  im- 
peachments is  an  object  not  more  to  be  desired 
than  difficult  to  be  obtained,  in  a  Government 
wholly  elective.  The  subjects  of  its  jurisdic- 
tion are  those  offences  which  proceed  from  the 
misconduct  of  public  men;  or,  in  other  words, 
from  the  abuse  or  violation  of  some  public  trust. 
They  are  of  a  nature  which  may,  with  peculiar 
propriety,  be  denominated  poiitical,  as  they 
relate  chiefly  to  injuries  done  immediately  to 
the  society  itself.  The  prosecution  of  them, 
for  this  reason,  will  seldom  fail  to  agitate  the 
passions  of  the  whole  community,  and  to  divide 
it  into  parties,  more  or  less  friendly  or  inimical 
to  the  accused.  In  many  cases  it  will  connect 
itself  with  the  pre-existing  factions,  and  will  en- 
list all  their  animosities,  partialities,  influence, 
and  interests,  on  one  side  or  on  the  other;  and, 
in  such  cases,  there  will  always  be  the  greatest 
danger  that  the  decision  will  be  regulated  more 
by  the  comparative  strength  of  parties,  than 
by  the  real  demonstrations  of  innocence  or  guilt. 
The  delicacy  and  magnitude  of  a  trust  which  so 
deeply  concerns  the  political  reputation  and 
existence  of  every  man  engaged  in  the  admin- 
istration of  public  affairs,  speak  for  themselves. 
The  difficulty  of  placing  it  rightly  in  a  Govern- 
ment resting  entirely  on  the  basis  of  periodical 
election*  will  as  readily  be  perceived,  when  it 
is  considered  that  the  most  conspicuous  char- 
acters in  it  will,  from  that  circumstance,  be  too 
often  the  leaders  of  the  tools  of  the  most  cun- 
ning or  the  most  numerous  faction ;  and,  on 
this  account,  can  hardly  be  expected  to  possess 
the  requisite  neutrality  towards  those  whose 
conduct  may  be  subject  of  scrutiny. 

"  The  division  of  the  powers  of  impeachment 
between  the  two  branches  of  the  Legislatures, 
assigning  to  one  the  right  of  accusing,  to  the 
other  the  right  of  trying,  avoids  the  inconveni- 
ence of  making  the  ^ame  persons  both  accusers 
and  judges,  and  guards  against  the  danger  of 
persecution  from  the  prevalency  of  a  factious 
spirit  in  either  of  those  branches."  ■ 


Mr.  B.  said  there  was  much  matter  for  eluci- 
dation of  the  present  object  of  discussion  in  tho 
extract  which  he  had  read      Its  definition  of  an 
impeachable  offence  covered  the  identical  charge 
which   was  contained    in  the  resolution  adopted 
by  the   Senate  against  the  President.    The  of- 
fence charged  upon  him  possessed  every  feature 
of  the  impeachment  defined  by  General    Hamil- 
ton.    It  imputes  misconduct  to  the  public  man, 
for   the  abuse  and   violation  of  a  public  trust. 
The    discussion  of  1he  charge  has  agitated  the 
whole  communily,  it  has  divided  the  people  into 
parties,  some  friendly,  some  inimical  ,  to  the  ac- 
cused; it  has  connected  itself  with  pre-existing 
parties,    enlisting  the   whole   of  the  opposition 
parties  under  the  one  banner,  and  calling  forth 
all  their  animosities — all   their   partialities — all 
their  influence — all  their  interests;  and  what  was 
not  foreseen  by  General  Hamilton,  it  has  ca'led 
forth  the  tremendous  money  power,  and  the  pre- 
vading  organization  of  a  great  moneyed  power 
wieldinsrthe  mass  of  forty  millions  of  money,  and 
sixty  millions  of  debt;  wielding  the  whole  in  aid 
and  support  of  his  charge  upon  the  President  and 
working  the  double  battery  of  seduction  on  one 
hand  and  oppression  on  the  other,  to  put  down  the 
man  against  whom  it  is  directed.    This  is  what 
General  Hamilton  did  not  foresee;  but  the  next 
feature    in    the    picture   he    did    foresee,   and 
most  accurately  describe,  as  it  is  now  seen  by  us 
all.     He  said  that  the  decision  of  these  impeach- 
ments would   often,  be   regulated  more  by  the 
comparative  strength  of  parties  than  by  the  guilt 
or  innocence  of  the  accused.     How  prophetic ! 
Look  to  the  memorials,  resolutions,  and  petitions 
sent  in  here  to  criminate  the  President,  so  clear- 
ly marked  by  a  party  line,  that,  when  an  excep- 
tion occurs,   it  is   made   the  special  subject  of 
public  remark.     Look  at  the  vote  in  the  Senate, 
upon  the   adoption   of  the   resolution;    also   as 
clearly  defined  by  a  party  line  as  any  party  ques- 
tion can  ever  be  expected  to  be. 

To  guard  the  most  conspicuous  characters 
from  being  persecuted — (Mr.  B.  said  be  was 
using  the  language  of  General  Hamilton) — to 
guard  the  most  conspicuous  characters  from  be- 
ing persecuted  by  the  leaders,  or  the  tools  of  the 
most  cunning,  or  the  most  numerous  faction,  the 
Convention  had  placed  the  power  of  trying  im« 
peachments,  not  in  the  Supreme  Court,  m-r  even 
in  a  body  of  select  Judges,  chosen  for  the  occa- 
sion, but  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and 
not  even  in  them  without  an  intervening  check 
to  the  abuse  of  that  power,  by  associating  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  forbidding  the 
Senate  to  proceed  against  any  officer,  until  that 
grand  inquest  of  the  nation  should  demand  his 
trial.  How  far  fortunate,  or  otherwise,  the  Con- 
vention may  have  been  in  the  selection  of  its 
tribunal  of  impeachments,  it  was  for  him  (Mr. 
B.)  to  sav.  It  was  not  for  him  to  say  how  far 
the  requisite  neutrality  towards  those  whose  con- 
duct may  be  under  scrutiny,  may  be  found,  or 
has  been  found,  in  this  body.  But  he  must  take 
leave  to  say,  that,  if  a  public  man  may  be  virtu- 
ally impeached,  actually  condemned  by  the  Se- 
nate of  an  impeachable  offence,  without  thefn- 
tervention  of  the  House  of  Representatives;  then 
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has  the  Constitution  failed  at  one  of  its  most  vital 
points,and  a  ready  means  found  for  doing  a  thing 
which  had  filled  other  countries  with  persecution, 
faction,  and  violence.and  which  it  was  intended 
should  never  be  done  here. 

Mr.  B.  called  upon  the  Senate  to  recollect 
what  was  the  feature  in  the  famous  court  of  the 
STAR  CHAMBER,  which  rendered  that  court 
the  most  odious  that  ever  sat  in  England.  It 
was  not  the  mass  of  its  enormities — great  as 
they  were— for  the  regular  tribunals  which  yet 
existed,  exceed  that  court,  both  in  the  mass  and 
in  the  atrocity  of  their  crimes  and  oppressions. 
The  regular  courts,  in  the  compass  of  a  single 
reign,  that  of  James  the  Second,  a  single  Judge, 
in  a  single  riding— Jeffries,  on  the  Western 
Circuit— surpassed  all  the  enormities  of  the  Star 
Chamber,  in  the  whole  course  of  its  existence. 
What  then,  rendered  that  court  so  intollerably 
odious  to  the  English  people?  Sir,  said  Mr.  B., 
it  was  because  that  court  had  no  grand  jury— 
because  it  proceeded  without  presentment,  with- 
out  indictment— upon  information  alone— and 
thus  got  at  its  victims  without  the  intervention, 
without  the  restraint,  of  an  accusing  body. 

This  is  the  feature  which  sunk  the  Star  Cham- 
ber  in  England.  It  is  the  feature  which  no  cri 
mmal  tribunal  in  this  America  is  allowed  to 
possess.  The  most  inconsiderable  offender,  in 
any  State  of  the  Union,  must  be  charged  by.  a 
grand  jury,  before  he  can  be  tried  by  the  court. 
In  this  Senate,  sitting  as* a  high  Court  of  Im- 
peachment, a  charge  must  first  be  presented 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  sitting  as  the 
grand  inquest  of  the  nation.  But,  if  the  Senate 
can  proceed,  without  the  intervention  of  this 
Grand  Inquest,  wherein  is  it  to  differ  from  the 
Star  (.hamber,  except  in  the  mere  execution  of 
its  decrees?  And  what  other  execution  is  now 
required  for  delinquent  public  men,  than  the 
force  of  public  opinion  ?  No,  said  Mr.  B.,  we 
live  in  an  age  when  public  opinion  over  public 
men,  is  omnipotent  and  irreversable!  When 
public  sentiment  annihilates  a  public  man  more 
effectually  than  the  scaffold.  To  this  new  and 
omnipotent  tribunal,  all  the  public  men  of  Eu- 
rope and  America  are  now  happily  subject. 
The  fiat  of  public  opinion  has  superseded  the 
axe  of  the  executioner.  Struck  by  that  opin- 
ion, Kings  and  Emperors  in  Europe,  and  the 
highest  functionaries  among  ourselves,  fall  pow- 
erless from  the  political  stage,  and  wander, 
while  their  bo:lies  live,  as  shadows  and  phan- 
toms over  the  land.  Should  he  give  examples? 
Itmight  be  invidious;  yet  all  would  recollect  an 
eminent  example  of  a  citizen.once  sitting  at  the 
head  of  this  Senate,  afterwards  falling  under  a 
judicial  prosecution,  from  which  he  escaped  un- 
touched by  the  sword  of  the  law  j  yet  that  emi- 
nent citizen  was  more  utterly  annihilated  by 
public  opinion,  than  any  execution  «if  a  capital 
sentence  could  ever  have  accomplished  upon 
hu  name;  What  occasion,  then,  has  the  Sen- 
ate, sitting  as  a  Court  of  Impeachment,  for  the 
power  of  execution? 

The  only  effect  of  a  regular  impeachment 
now,  is  to  remove  from  office,  and  disqualifica- 
tion for  office,    Anil-regular  impeachment  will 


be  tantamount  to  removal  and  disqualification, 
if  the  justice  of  the  sentence  is  confided  in  by 
the  people.  If  this  condemnation  of  the  Presi- 
dent had  been  pronounced  in  the  first  term  of 
his  administration,  and  the  people  had  believed 
in  the  truth  and  justice  of  the  sentence,  certain- 
ly President  Jackson  would  not  have  been  elec- 
ted a  second  time;  and  every  object  that  a  po- 
litical rival,  or  a  political  party,  could  have  wish- 
ed from  his  removal  from  office,  and  disqualifi- 
cation for  office  would  have  been  accomplished. 
Disqualification  for  office,  loss  of  public  favor, 
political  death,  is  now  the  object  of  political  ri- 
valship;  and  all  this  can  be  accomplished  by  an 
informal,  as  well  as  by  a  formal,  impeachment, 
if  the  sentence  is  only  confided  in  by  the  peo- 
ple. If  the  people  believed  that  the  President 
has  violated  the  Constitution  and  the  Jaws,  he 
ceases  to  be  the  object  of  their  respect  and  their 
confidence;  he  loses  their  favor;  he  dies  a  politi- 
cal death;  and  that  this  might  be  the  object  of 
the  resolution,  Mr.  B.  would  leave  to  the 'deter- 
mination of  those  who  should  read  the  speeches 
which  were  delivered  in  support  of  the  measure, 
and  which  would  constitute  a  public  and  lasting 
monument  of  the  temper  in  which  the  resolution 
was  presented,  and  the  object  intended  to  be 
accomplished  by  it. 

It  was  in  vain  to  say  there  could  be  no  object, 
at  this  time,  in  annihilating  the  politcal  influ- 
ence of  President  Jackson,  and  killing  him  off 
as  a  public  man,  with  a  Senatorial  conviction, 
for  violating  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  the 
country.  Such  an  assertion,  if  ventured  upon 
by  any  one,  would  stand  contradicted  by  facts, 
of  which  Europe  and  America  are  witnesses. — 
Does  he  not  stand  between  the  country  and  the 
bank?  Is  he  not  proclaimed  the  sole  obstacle 
to  the  recharter  of  the  bank?  And  in  its  re- 
charter  is  there  not  wrapped  up  the  destinies  of 
a  political  party,  now  panting  for  power?  Re- 
move this  sole  obstacle,  annihilate  its  influence, 
kill  off  President  Jackson  with  a  sentence  of 
condemnation  for  a  high  crime  and  misdemean- 
or, and  the  charter  of  the  bank  will  be  renew- 
ed, and,  in  its  renewal,  a  political  party,  now 
thundering  at  the  gates  of  the  capitol,  will  leap 
into  power.  Here,  then,  is  an  OBJECT  for  de- 
siring the  extinction  of  the  political  influence  of 
President  Jackson !  An  object  large  enough  to 
be  seen  by  all  America!  and  attractive  enough 
to  enlist  the  combined  interest  of  a  GREAT 
MONEYED  POWER,  and  of  a  GREAT  PO- 
LITICAL POWER. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  said :  Mr.  President,  I  as- 
sure the  Senate  that  I  feel,  quite  sufficiently, 
the  solemnity  of  the  occasion  on  which  we  are 
called  to  act,  without  the  warning  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri ;  but  I  fear  that  I  shall  not  be 
able  to  school  myself  into  all  the  calmness 
which  deliberate  discussion  demands.  It  would, 
perhaps,  be  better,  that  comments  on  this  most 
unexpected  and  extraordiiuy  paper  from  the 
Executive,  should  be  postponed  until  reflection 
should  soften  the  excitement  under  which  I  ac- 
knowledge that  I  address  you.  But  I  cannot 
permit  that  portion  of  this  document,  in  which 

the  President  makes  direct  allusions  to  my  own 
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conduct,  to  pass  without  prompt  notice.  The 
President  regards  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  as 
uncalled  for— designed  for  no  legislative  pur- 
pose— intended  to  lead  to  no  legislative  action 
— not  authorized  by  our  legislative  duties --but 
meant  simply  to  express  our  condemnation  of 
him — and,  as  an  assumption  of  judicial  power, 
an  expression  of  an  exparte  judicial  opinion.  So 
far  as  I  am  individually  concerned,  I  pronounce 
this  view  of  it  a  gross  misapprehension  or  mis- 
representation and  perversion  of  my  vote  and 
purposes.  In  what  situation  did  this  subject 
stand,  when  this  message  was  received  ?  Its 
history  will  explain  its  character.  When  we 
came  here,  at  the  commencement  of  the  session, 
we  found  the  public  treasure  removed  from  the 
position  in  which  it  had  been,  for  years  past, 
under  the  solemn  sanction  of  the  laws  of  the 
land.  It  was  placed  where  no  legal  provision 
had  directed — without  responsibility,  and,  as  I 
believed,  without  safety.  It  was  not  only  our 
duty  as  guardians  of  the  public  money,  in  our 
legislative  capacity,  to  inquire  into  the  authori- 
ty by  which  the  removal  had  been  made,  but, 
under  the  express  provision  of  the  statute,  the 
reasons  for  the  removal  were  to  be  given  to  us 
in  our  legislative  capacity,  that  we  might  ad- 
judge upon  their  sufficiency,  and  make  such  re- 
gulations as  the  public  interest  and  the  safety 
of  the  funds  demanded.  We  could  not  avoid 
doing  this  without  a  shameful  abandonment  of 
our  official  trust.  The  reasons  were  given  to 
us  by  the  President  and  the  Secretary.  They 
were  submitted  for  our  decision,  and  we  were 
called  on  either  to  consider  their  validity,  or  to 
receive  them,  as  sufficient,  merely  because  the 
President  had  chosen  to  act  upon  them.  The 
latter  I  was  not  prepared  for.  The  reasons  or 
causes  were  those  [assigned  by  the  Secretary, 
with  the  order  of  the  President,  when  he  took 
the  responsibility  upon  himself.  We  investigat- 
ed the  reasons  of  the  Secretary,  and  one  of  our 
resolutions  affirms  our  conviction  that  they  were 
not  sufficient.  The  resolution,  it  is  presumed, 
no  one  will  deny,  we  passed,  as  a  part  of  Con- 
gress, in  our  legislative  character.  But  if  we 
had  stopped  there,  we  should  not  have  met  the 
whole  case— there  had  been  an  immediate  and 
direct  action  of  the  Executive  ;  he  had  interfer- 
red,  and  the  right  was  claimed  by  him,  and  for 
him,  so  to  interfere.  If  he  had  that  right,  the 
removal  was  to  be  justified  by  it,  so  far  as  mere 
law  was  concerned.  This  right  was  one  of  im- 
mense importance — deeply  aflfecting  the  very 
essence  of  institutions. 

The  claim  was  new,  as  many  of  us  believed, 
in  the  history  and  the  theory  of  our  Govern- 
ment, and  tending  to  its  absolute  subversion. — 
Yet  it  was  boldly  affirmed,  and  if  it  existed,  was 
a  shield  for  the  act  which  had  been  performed 
by  the  Secretary.  It  is  now  again  put  forth,  in 
its  boldest  form,  in  the  present  paper.  How, 
then,  was  it  possible  for  us  to  decide  upon  the 
measure — to  express  our  opinion  upon  the  re- 
moval of  the  public  treasure,  without  consider- 
ing and  deciding  upon  the  right  of  the  Execu- 
tive to  command  and  compel  the  removal.  It 
was  not  possible.    Before  we  undertake  to  re- 


pair an  evil,  we  must  see  that  the  evil  exists. — 
Before  we  attempt  to  restore  the  laws,  we  must 
decide  that  the  laws  have  been  violated.  We 
had  no  alternative,  unless  we  chose  to  evade 
the  question,  as  has  been  elsewhere  done,  and, 
without  venturing  to  say  any  thing  of  the  past , 
to  look  only  to  the  future  disposition  of  the  mo- 
ney. Sir,  I  could  perceive  no  reason  why  I 
should  not  disapprove  of  the  illegal  act  of  the 
Executive,  and  had  no  bonds  to  break  in  doing 
so.  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  pass,  also,  upon  this 
point.  In  doing  this,  I  acted  as  a  member  of 
Congress,  not  as  a  Judge.  How  could  we  reach 
the  legislation  on  the  subject  without  first  affirm- 
ing the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  the  disposi- 
tion which  had  been  made  of  the  money.  It  was 
either  to  be  left  where  we  found  it— restored  to 
the  place  from  which  it  had  been  illegally  ta- 
ken, or  some  other  provision  made  for  it.  The 
correctness  of  any  one,  and  of  all  these  courses, 
depended  upon  the  propriety  of  the  Exectivo 
action — upon  the  right  of  the  President  to  #  ive 
his  order.  It  wtis  incorporated  in  every  view  to 
which  the  subject  was  exposed.  We  could  not 
legislate  in  any  form  without  making  up  an  o- 
pinion  upon  it.  The  resolution  which  the  Pre- 
sident condemns,  was  the  result.  It  was  the 
necessaryand  inevitable  consequence  uf  the  po- 
sition in  which  he  had  placed  the  subject,  and, 
if  we  had  coincided  with  him  in  opinion, no  fault 
would  have  been  found  with  us — no  absence  of 
legislative  authority  would  have  been  suggest- 
ed. Then  it  would  have  been  quite  evident 
that  we  kept  within  the  pale  of  our  legislative 
powers. 

But,  sir,  the  resolution  was  not  only  the  ap- 
propriate and  necessary  part  of  our  legislative 
action,  it  was  also  an  ordinary  and  common 
matter.  It  was  no  more  than,  in  the  first  place, 
settling,  in  the  form  of  a  resolution,  the  sense 
of  this  body,  upon  the  principles  by  which  our 
legislative  action  should  be  guided — a  course 
which  is  of  freqtient  occurrence.  And  it  re- 
ceives its  condemnation  now,  only  because  it 
does  not  fall  in  with  the  high-handed  assump- 
tions of  power  which  have  been  exhibited  by 
the  Executive,  in  utter  disregard  of  legal  and 
constitutional  restraints.  It  is  not  our  fault,  if  a 
resolution,  settling  the  principle  of  the  case, 
cast  censure  upon  the  Executive.  But,  it  is 
a  condemnation  of  the  President.  That  is  true. 
And  could  we  disapprove  the  removal  of  the 
public  money,  without  condemning  the  conduct 
of  the  President?  Could  we  restore  it  to  its- 
old  depository  by  law,  without  condemning  its 
removal?  Could  we  pass  any  law  which  did 
not  fall  in  with  his  dictation,  without  expressing 
censure  upon  his  action?  Mr.  President,  tho 
resolution  was,  in  substance,  an  indispensable 
part  of  any  legislation  on  the  subject.  And 
whenever,  and  by  whomsoever  it  shall  be  affirm- 
ed, that  it  was  intended  for  no  purpose  of  legis- 
lation, and  unconnected  with  it,  I  shall  not  hes- 
itate to  declare,  that,  in  my  view  of  the  case, 
and  upon  the  principles  by  which  I  was  guided, 
the  assertion  is  absolutely  and  totally  unfound- 
ed. I  looked  to  legislation  and  to  legislation 
only.     Whether  any  law,  or  any  action  of  any 
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kind,  may  yet  result  from  it,  depends  not  upon 
myself,  but  others.  If  I  have  the  power,  I.  will 
carry  out  the  condemnation  in  a  shape  which 
shall  prevent  future  trespasses.  And  I  am  not 
willing  that  the  public  should  be  misled  by  the 
character  given  to  the  resolution  in  this  paper. 
It  was  no  decision  on  impeachment— no  act  of 
judicial  authority — no  assumption  of  unlicensed 
power.  It  was  a  legitimate  exercise  of  our  le- 
gislative functions. 

If  we  had  not  a  right  to  pass  this  resolution, 
because  it  disapproves  what  the  Executive  has 
done,  we  can  have  no  right  to  disapprove  any 
other  act  of  the  Executive.  Whenever  he 
■hall  so  violate  the  law  that  the  Senate  is  com- 
pelled to  condemn  his  conduct,  he  must  go 
quit,  and  we  cannot  aid  in  repairing  the  law. 

And,  Mr.  President,  if  we  had  a  right  to  ex- 
press any  opinion  adverse  to  the  principles  and 
conduct  of  the  Executive,  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
perceive  why  the  forms  of  the  resolution  is  so 


objectionable.     It  is  in  these  words:  "  that  the  lauded  for  his  bloodshed;  mere  fiction  and  poetry, 


President,  in  the  late  executive  proceedings  in 
relation  to  the  public  revenue,  has  assumed  up- 
on himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred 
by  the  Constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation 
of  both."  Language  does  not  furnish  terms 
more  mild  to  express  our  opinion  that  the  act 
of  the  President  was  unconstitutional,  and  des 
titute  of  legal  right.  We  do  not  charge  him 
with  usurpation — with  wilful  violation  of  the 
Constitution.  If  he  chooses  to  put  that  con. 
struct  ion  upon  it,  it  can  be  for  no  fair  or  proper 
purpose.  It  is  a  mere  declaration  that  he  had 
not  rightful  authority  to  do  the  act.  It  was  con- 
nected with  the  resolution  upon  the  reasons  of 
the  Secretary,  and  related  to  the  exercise  of 
the  President's  authority  in  making  the  remo- 
val ,  and  declares  that  that  exercise  of  authori- 
ty was  unconstitutional  and  illegal.  It  admits 
ao  doubt  as  to  its  application,  and  conveys  no 
other  censure,  than  an  assertion  of  error.  It 
imputes  no  improper  motive. 

But,  sir,  this  paper  not  only  perverts  the 
character  of  the  resolution — it  alleges  that  the 
resolution  contains  an  imputation  on  the  private 
character  of  the  Pre-iden'.  Is  this  true?  or  is  it 
altogether  unfounded?  Read  over  that  resolu 
tion.  Is  there  one  word — one  allusion  against 
his  private  character  or  motives?  The  slightest 
imputation  agair  st  it,  either  by  express  words, 
or  by  implication?  Does  he  think  himself  so  in- 
fallible, that,  when  we  declare  him  in  error, 
we  necessarily  declare  him  base  and  unprinci- 
pled? Or  is  this  imputation  intended,  that  he 
may  take  occasion  to  pronounce  his  own  eulogy 
and  trumpet  his  own  fame.as  if  he  had  no  other 
trumpeter' 

There  were  personal  allusions  to  him  by  indi- 
vidual Senators  in  debate;  but  of  these  he  does 
not  take  notice,  nor  had  he  any  right  to  notice 
them  in  an  official  communication  to  the  Senate. 
He  speaks  of  the  resolution  only,  and  his  alle 
{ration  in  regard  to  it,  is  unfounded.  The  Sen- 
ate has  made  no  accusation  against  his  personal 
character;  and  when  his  paper  shall  go  out,  as 
good  care  will  be  taken  by   him  that  it  shall  go 


on' this  point.  The  Senate  has  merely  declared  its 
opinion  that  his  act  was  illegal.  Is  this  an  im- 
peachment which  will  justify  him  in  coming  to 
us  with  an  inflated  commentary  upon  himself, 
which  we  are  to  place  upon  out  journals  to  last 
forever,  and  send  out  to  the  world  with  the  au- 
thority of  a  public,  official,  legislative  document? 
He  reminds  us,  if  I  heard  the  reading  correctly, 
that  he  bears  upon  his  person  enduring  memori- 
als of  the  contest  in  which  our  liberty  was  pur- 
chased. Sir,  I  for  one  am  ignorant  of  the  nature 
of  those  memorials,  and  should  have  been  pleas- 
ed to  see  some  specification  or  description.  I 
never  saw  his  name  in  the  history  of  the  revolu- 
tion.. If  he  and  his  friends  have  stated  his  age 
correctly,  he  was  at  that  period  a  boy  of  some 
fourteen  or  sixteen  years  old.  We  have,  it  is 
true,  heard  of  wounds  and  balls  connected  with 
his  person,  but  we  are  not  told  that  they  were 
received  at  the  head  of  a  batallion  or  a  brigade, 
fighting  the  battles  of  his  country.    He  has  been 


rather  than  fact — but  where  it  was  credited,  it 
served  as  well  as  truth  to  excite  the  admiration 
of  the  ignorant  and  credulous.  Such  remarks, 
sir,  are  unpleasant  to  me,  but  they  are  justified 
by  the  unnecessary  eulogy  of  himself,  which  he 
has  thrust  upon  the  Senate  and  people,  to  excite 
their  sympathy  in  his  favor,  when  they  ought  to 
be  scrutinizing  his  actions  and  his  trespasses 
upon  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  his  country. 

In  denouncing  the  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
the  President  not  only  perverts  it  into  a  judicial 
act,  he  asserts  that  the  solemn  decision  of  the 
people  against  the  bank,  among  other  causes, 
made  it  expedient  and  proper  for  the  Secretary 
to  do  the  act  which  the  resolution  c  ndemns. 
But,  sir,  that  decision  of  the  people,  if  there  be 
one,  could  have  had  no  possible  relation  to  the 
removal  of  the  money  from  the  bank,  by  execu- 
tive authority.  When  and  whr  re  has  that  ques- 
tion been  decided  by  the  people,  at  an  election 
or  otherwise  ?  It  has  never  been  submitted  to 
any  portion  f  them,  at  any  election,  until  those 
recent  ones,  in  particular  States,  which  give  no 
very  favorable  omen  of  their  ultimate  approba- 
tion. The  people  may  well  be  opposed  to  the 
bank,  and  yet  not  justify  the  claim  set  up,  in 
this  paper,  to  Executive  control  over  the  Trea- 
sury ?  nor  the  violation  of  law,  in  taking  it 
from  the  custody  created  by  law  and  contract. 
But  I  do  not  perceive  how  the  people  have 
passed  a  solemn  decision  against  the  bank. 
Congress  has  not  yet  done  it  in  constitutional 
form.  Reference  is  doubtless  intended  to  be 
made  to  hi*  own  election — but  how  does  that 
establish  the  assertion?  Shall  we  admit  that  all 
who  voted  for  Andrew  Jackson,  did  so  to  put 
down  the  bank,  and  for  no  other  cau^e?  How 
many  votes  were  given  for  "the  spoils  of  victo- 
ry?" How  many  for  the  promised  reforms, 
which  have  cheated  all  hope  and  expectation, 
and  ended  in  increasing  the  number  of  officers, 
and  the  expenses  of  administration — in  making 
bankrupt  one  of  the  departments,  to  the  ex- 
tent, perhaps,  of  a  million  of  dollars — and  ren- 
dering it  doubtful  whether  your  income  will 


out  promptly,  the  public  oughtjnotto  be  deceived  equal  the  ordinary  wants  of  the  nation  ?    How 
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many  for  those  professed  constitutional  princi- 1  ed  an  apprehension  that  the  excitement,  which 


pies  which  have  been  rendered  so  very  clear, 
that,  if  you  find  them  asserted  in  one  public 
document,  you  find  them  denied  in  another, 
and  no  man  can  tell  what  they  are — and  all  are 
disputing  about  them.  How  many  for  the  fic- 
tion of  the  revolutionary  services  and  the  blood 
shed?  how  many  for  "the  enduring  memori- 
als upon  his  person?"  How  many  for  the  battle 
of  New  Orleans  >  Take  these  away,  and  what 
number  will  remain,  which  were  given  as  evi- 
dence of  hostility  to  the  bank  ?  Quite  too  few 
to  constitute  "a  solemn  decision  of  the  Ameri- 
can people." 

But,  Mr.  President,  not  only  does  this  paper 
inaccurately  represent  our  resolutions  ;  it  de- 
scends to  a  criticism  on  the  conduct  of  individual 
Senators  in  voting  for  it.  It  recites  at  large,  and 
in  words,  the  proceedings  and  instructions  of 
three  of  the  States,and  those  of  one  of  them  relat- 
ing to  other  matters  unconnected  with  this  ques- 
tion; and  he  informs  us,  that,  if  four  of  the  Sena- 
tors had  obeyed  the  instructions  given  to  them, 
the  vote  of  disapprobation  would  have  been  but 
twenty-two  I,  sir,  am  one  of  the.New  Jersey 
Senators  to  whom  he  refers,and  must  be  permit- 
ted to  say, that  I  regard  his  attack  as  a  gross  and 
impertinent  interference  between  me  and  my  con- 
stituents— as  an  unauthorized  intrusion  into  the 
relations  between  us.  What  has  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  do  with  the  obedience  or 
disobedience  of  a  Senator  to  the  instructions 
which  he  n»ay  receive  from  the  people  ?  Who 
constituted  him  judge  of  one,  or  guardian  of  the 
other?  I  mistake  the  temper  of  the  people  of 
New  Jersey,  if  they  do  not  give  a  prompt  rebuke 
to  such  insolence.  He  might  as  well,  sir,  have 
charged  me  with  violating  my  opinions  and 
pledges,  and  quoted  half  a  paragraph  to  prove  it 
— and  thus  have  imitated  the  organs  which  so  of- 
ten use  his  name  and  authority.  The  occasion, 
justifies,  rHt  does  not  require  me  to  say,that  the 
quotation  from  my  remarks,  on  the  subject  of  in 
structions,   which  has  been  published,  exhibits 


this  paper  has  created,  would  endanger  the  deli- 
beration which  it  demands.     I  feel  that  it  is  so. 
1  hope  that  some  member,  who  has  not  taken  part 
in  the  discussion,  will  move  to  lay  the  motion  for 
its    rejection  on    the  table,  to     give   time    for 
reflection.    It  seems  to  me  fraught  with  moment- 
ous consequences.  We  are  engaged  in  discussing 
a  subject  of  legislative  power  and  duty;  in  deciding 
on  measures  proper  to  be  taken  upon  a  question 
which  has  agitated  the  whole  nation ;  in  seeking 
relief  from  a  distress  which  is  universal  »nd  ap- 
palling.  We  have  to  furnish  an  appropriate  le- 
gislative remedy.     Petitions  have  been  poured  in 
upon  Bus    from    the    people    in     every    quart- 
er, pointing  out  their  views  of  this   remedy,  and 
urging  its  adoption.     We  have,  as  the  first  step, 
expressed  our  opinion  of  the  cause  of  the  public 
distress;  and,  while  the  subject   is  still  before  us, 
while  the  petitions  are  daily  reaching  us,  while  a 
bill  is  actually  upon  our  table,  ready  to  be  called 
up  for  consideration,  we  receive  this  paper  from 
the  Executive,  which  denounces  our  conduct,  and 
presumes  that  we  purpose  no  legislative  action. 
It  is  not,  indeed,  a  peremptory    command,   in 
words,  not  to  proceed.    But  it  is  a  direct  breach 
of  our  privileges  as   a  Legislative  Assembly;  an 
interference  which,  in  other  countries  less  free, 
would  be  resisted  with  firmness  and  effect.    It  ia 
an  imitation  of  men  whom  the  Chief  Magistrate 
of  a  free  country  ought  not  to  imitate,  and  which 
if  unchecked,  may  lead  at  no  distant  day,  to  dis- 
astrous consequences  to  our  institutions.  Charles 
insulted  the  Parliament  by   charges  of  sedition 
and   turbulence  ;    Cromwell,  of  corruption;  the 
Corsican,    with   disregard   of  constitutional  re- 
straints.    How  far  does  Andrew  Jackson  fall  be- 
hind them,  or  fail  to  join  their  merits  into  one? 
If  this  body  shall  quietly  yield  to  such   breaches 
of  privileges,  permit   its  action  to  be  arrested, 
half  in  its  duty,  or  be  unsupported  by  the  people, 
it  only  remains  for  the  band  of  armed  soldiery  to 
enter  our  hall,  and  expel  us  from  our  seats. 
Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  said  he  had  listened 


in  those  who  make  it,  a  wilful  purpose  to  deceive   with  surprise  to  the  denunciations  of  the  honor 
the  public.    It  is  taken  from  my  remarks  when  j  able  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.    South- 


I  entered  on  the  duties  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
State.  I  was  alluding  to  the  duties  of  the  Legis- 
lative agents  of  the  people,  State  and  Federal — 
of  the  obligations  of  those  agents  to  act  in  con- 
formity with  the  sentiments  of  the  people,  and 
to  be  controlied  by  tbem;  and  explicitly  declared 
that,  as  such  agents  in  the  State,  they  had  no 
right  to  control  and  direct  the  agents  of  the  peo- 
ple in  their  duties  here — that  they  could  not  pos 
Bess  such  right,  unless  it  was  so  written  in  their 
Constitution,  and  there  I  did  not  find  it. 

Sir,  it  is  difficult  to  give  credit  to  the  declara- 
tion, that  the  instructions  of  these  three  Stat  >.b 
were  incorporated  into  this  executive  paper, 
solely  as  matter  of  history,  and  to  develop  the 
principles  and  interests  involved  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Senate.  Why,  as  matter  of  -history, 
should  they  be  placed  there?  How  do  they  de- 
velop the  principles  and  interest  involved  in  the 
conduct  of  the  executive,or  in  the  resolution  which 
disapproves  that  conduct?  Another  purpose  is 
much  more  apparent.    Mr.  President,  I  express 


atid,)  and  regretted  that  he  had  not  argued  the 
matter  in  a  cool,  temperate,  and  dispassionate 
manner.  He  (Mr.  K.)  would  say,  that  no  other 
Senator  present  had  felt  himself  at  liberty  to 
apply  such  terms  to  the  President,  terms  for 
which  he  ought  to  have  been  called  to  order. 
He  would  ask  the  gentleman  to  say,  on  his  own 
responsibility  and  his  honor,  whether  he,  had 
calculated  on  any  legislative  action  on  the  reso- 
lutions which  had  given  rise  to  the  protest  now 
before  the  Senate? 
Mr.  Southard  I  did,  sir, 
Mr.  Kino  continued.  Then  he  believed  that 
the  honorable  Senator  was  the  only  individual  in 
that  Senate  who  did.  It  was  .contrary  to  his 
(Mr.  K.'s)  expectation,  and  unt;i  hat  moment  he 
had  never  believed  that  others  enleiiair»fca  any 
such  idea.  The  President  had  thought  it  due  u 
himself  to  state  his  opinion  in  regard  to  what 
he  Rad  conceived  to  be  an  unjust  attack  upon 
him;  and  for  that  he  had  been  charged  with  de- 
liberately uttering  a  falsehood!    But,  however, 
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his  services  were  known,  and  whatever  the 
pains  that  might  be  taken  by  the  honorable  Se- 
nator to  depreciate  them,  they  would  still  con- 
tinue to  be  appreciated.  The  Executive  would 
be  honored,  when  the  little  politicians  of  the 
day  were  forgotten,  to  be  remembered  no  more. 

He  (Mr.  K.)  had  not  been  one  of  those  who 
was  disposed  to  justify  every  act  of  the  Senate, 
or  of  the  other  House,  and  was  not  in  the  habit 
of  believing  that  men  were  not  liable  to  err. 
He  happened  to  be  one  of  those  who  did  not 
entirely  approve  of  the  course  of  the  President. 
In  9aying  so,  he  was  merely  doing  justice  to  his 
own  feelings,  and  he  deemed  it  of  little  conse- 
quence what  the  Senate  might  be  disposed  to 
think  of  his  course.  But  although  he  did  not 
entirely  approve  of  the  act  of  the  Executive, 
he  could  not  consent  that  that  high  functionary 
should  be  tried  and  convicted — upon  what? 
Did  gentlemen  pretend  to  say  that  they  had 
not  been  actuated  by  party  and  political  con- 
siderations? Would  they,  upon  their  respon- 
sibility, as  men  of  honor,  and  before  the  Ameri- 
can people,  assert,  that  it  never  entered  into 
their  contemplation,  that,  by  the  adoption  of 
the  resolutions,  a  death  blow  would  be  struck 
at  the  present  party  in  power.  If  honorable 
Senators  believed  that  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple were  at  stake,  the  course  they  had  chosen 
tu  adopt,  he  conceived  not  to  be  at  all  calculat- 
ed to  extricate  them  from  the  difficulty.  He 
had  not  allowed  indignation  to  operate  on  his 
mind,  as  was  manifested  by  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator froin  Mississippi,  ( Mr.  Poindexter,)  and  he 
would  tell  that  gentleman,  and  every  other 
Senator,  that  feelings  of  indignation  were  not 
felt  by  every  honorable  Senator. 

[Mr.  Poixdexteb.  explained.  I  said  every 
honorable  Senator  ought  to  be  indignant.] 

Mr.  K.  resumed.  He  was  not  to  be  dictated 
to  by  the  honorable  Senator,  or  any  other  indi- 
vidual. The  President  had  insulted  the  Senate 
they  were  told — and,  in  what  way?  By  send- 
ing a  communication  in  which  he  stated  his 
opinion,  that  he  had  been  charged  with  a  vio- 
lation of  the  Constitution;  when,  in  fact,  they 
themselves  had  violated  its  provisions,  by  the 
adoption  ;of  the  resolutions.  Now,  this  was 
not  so  extraordinary  an  occurrence  as  was  im- 
agined, for  precisely  such  a  thing  had  happen- 
ed before,  and  he  really  should  have  supposed 
that  the  honorable  Senator  had  been  actuated 
by  no  other  desire  than  to  place  the  Executive 
before  the  country  in  a  most  mortifying  posi- 
tion, when,  in  fact,  he  honestly  beheved  that 
the  Senate  had  misconstrued  the  powers  be- 
longing to  him.  The  veto  power  had  been  al- 
luded to,  and  condemned.  Now  was  that  used  in 
violation  of  the  Constitution?  The  President 
had  frequently  stated  his  belief  that  the  instru- 
ment had  been  more  than  once  violated  by  the 
passage  of  various  bills,  and  he  had  deemed  it 
his  duty  to  exercise  the  veto  power  in  several 
instances. 

The  President  had  intimated,  in  his  message 
to  day,  that  the  Senate  had  mistaken  the  Con- 
stitution in  its  recent  action  on  the  resolutions 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky;  had 


been  travelling  beyond  the  powers  prescribed 
by  that  instrument;  and,  in  consequence  had 
violated  it:  and  he  assigned  his  reasons  for  be- 
lieving so.  At  a  very  early  period  of  the  Gov- 
ernment a  case  in  some  degree  like  the  present 
happened.  General  Washington  was  in  the 
habit  of  coming  down,  and  taking  the  Chair  of 
the  Senate  when  nominations  were  made  to  it. 
But,  on  a  certain  occasion,  the  Senate  having 
differed  with  him,  and  General  Washington  not 
being  satisfied  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Sen- 
ate—what  did  he  do?  Did  he  renominate  the 
individual!  No,  he  sent  a  letter  to  the  Senate 
stating  the  reasons  which  actuated  him  in  mak- 
ing the  -nomination,  and  thereby  condemned 
their  course,  without  first  inquiring  the  reasons. 
The  message  was  nothing  more  than  an  attempt 
on  the  part  of  General  Washington,  to  place 
himself  in  such  a  position  as  would  justify  him 
in  making  the  nomination.  Here  then  was  an 
analogous  case  with  regard  to  the  present  Ex- 
ecutive, who  considered  the  Senate  had  been 
violating  the  Constitution  and  law,  and  he  had 
stated  his  reasons  for  thinking  so. 

[Here  Mr.  K.  read  the  following  extract 
of  a  communication  of  General  Washington  to 
the  Senate  in  1786,  taken  from  the  1st  vol.  of 
the  Executive  Journal  of  the  Senate,  p.  16: 

"My  nomination  of  Benjamin  Fishbourn,  for 
the  place  of  Naval  Officer  of  Savannah,  not 
having  met  with  your  concurrence,  I  now  nom- 
inate Lachlan  Mcintosh  for  that  office. 

"Whatever  may  have  been  the  reasons  which 
induced  your  dissent,  I  am  persuaded  they  were 
such  as  you  seemed  sufficient.  Permit  me  to 
submit  to  your  consideration,  whether,  on  oc- 
casions where  the  propriety  of  nominations  ap- 
pear questionable  to  you,  it  would  not  be  expe- 
dient to  communicate  th?t  circumstance  to  me, 
and  thereby  avail  yourselves  of  the  information 
which  led  me  to  make  them,  and  which  I  would 
with  pleasure  lay  before  you.  Probably  my 
reasons  for  nominating  Mr.  Fishbourn  may  tend 
to  show  that  such  a  mode  of  proceeding,  in  such 
cases,  might  be  useful.  I  will  therefore  detail 
them."] 

The  President  then  goes  into  detail  to  show 
the  high  stations  of  trust  the  individual  had  oc- 
cupied. And  he  did  this,  Mr.  K.  said,  for  the 
purpose  of  exonerating  himself  from  any  im- 
proper motives  that  might,  by  possibility,  be 
attributed  to  him. 

Honorable  Senators  had  complained  that  the 
President  was  arrogating  to  himself  all  power; 
that  he  was  in  possession  of  the  purse  and  the 
sword;  and  that  he  claimed  the  right  of  remov- 
al. Well,  was  it  very  slrange  'that  he  should 
claim  the  power  of  removal?  This  power  was 
absolute.  Even  if  the  Executive  should  abuse 
it,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  take  cognizance  of  the  subject,  .and  die 
Senate  ought  to  remain  silent  until  apprized  of 
it  by  that  body.  But,  in  a  case  of  an  ordinary 
removal,  it  was  not  right  that  the  Senate  should 
set  themselves  up  to  condemn  the  President  for 
exercising  a  constitutional  and  legal  right.  The 
power  of  removal  had  now  been  exercised  by 
every  President  for  the  last  forty  years }  and  the 
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resolution  which  charged  the  President  with 
having  violated  the  Constitution  and  law  in  ex- 
ercising the  power,  was  very  incorrect.  M.  K. 
then  averted  to  the  power  to  lay  and  collect 
taxes. 

[Mr.  POINDEXTER  explained.  He  con- 
ceded that  the  President  had  the  power  of  ap- 
pointment and  removal,  and  had  contended  that 
he  had  no  right  to  use  a  legitimate  power  for 
anjillegitimate  purpose.] 

Mr.  Kino  proceeded.  The  power  existed, 
but  was  not  to  be  used  for  an  illegitimate  pur- 
pose. Had  it  been  used  for  any  such  pur- 
poses? Did  the  Senator  mean  to  say  that  his 
opinion  was  to  be  set  up  in  opposition  to  that  of 
the  representatives  of  the  people?  If  they  had 
decided  that  the  power  had  not  been  used  for  ille- 
gitimate purposes,  their  opinion, he  (Mr.  K.)  con- 
ceived, was  entitled  to  as  much  weight  as  that  of 
the  honorable  Senator.  He  (Mr.  K.)  approved 
of  the  course  of  the  President  in  putting  his  fin- 
ger upon  the  internal  improvement  bills,  as  it 
was  a  most  ruinous  system;  and  the  Executive 
considered  that,  in  putting  a  stop  to  it,  he  was 
bringing  the  Constitution  back  to  its  true  princi- 
ples. For  that,  he,  (Mr.  K.)  trusted,  he  would 
not  be  blamed.  The  Senator  from  Maine  (Mr. 
Spracue)  had  either  mistaken  the  message  as 
it  was  read,  or  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
such  was  the  fact,  in  saying  that  the  President 
claims  all  the  power  over  the  departments. 
Now,  no  such  thing  was  claimed.  He  claimed  no 
more  than  did  Washington  and  his  successors 
down  to  the  present  day — to  see  the  laws  faith- 
fully executed. — He  claimed  no  more  than 
what  was  given  him  by  the  Constitution. 
He  (Mr.  K.  agreed  with  him  entirely  in  the 
powers  which  he  claimed.  He  also  coincided 
with  the  President  that  legislative  encroach- 
ments were  to  be  apprehended,  however  gentle- 
men may  smile,  and  he  would  instance  the  case 
of  the  tariff.  The  FiXecutive  had  been  anxious 
that  it  should  be  brought  down  to  a  constitu- 
tional standard,  but  he  was  restrained  by  the  le- 
gislative action  of  Congress  from  carrying  his 
wishes  into  effect. 

Much  had  been  said  about  the  executive 
strides  of  power.  Now  what  had  been  done 
by  him  in  this  respect?  He  possessed  no  more 
power  than  his  predecessors.  A  great  deal  of 
rhetoric,  declamation,  and  denunciation,  had 
been  used  on  this  Subject,  but  it  mattered  not ; 
for  the  people  would  examine  it  for  themselves. 
And  those  who  had  been  so  bitter  and  unspar- 
ing in  their  language  towards  the  Executive 
would  be  most  grievously  disappointed  in  their 
expectations ,  and  would  have  to  mourn  in  pri- 
vate for  the  errors  they  had  committed. 

With  regard  to  the  resolutions  which  had 
been  alluded  to  by  honorable  Senators  on  the 
subject  of  appointments  to  office,  and  which 
were  passed  by  an  overwhelming  majority,  he 
would  call  upon  them  to  examine  them,  and  say 
whether  the  Senate  had  the  right,  under  the 
Constitution,  to  restrict  the  President  to  appoint 
o.ily  to  particular  districts?  The  Panama  mis- 
sion produced  great  excitement.  It  was  deem- 
td  by  many  an  assumption  of  power  on  the  part 


of  the  President ;  and  although  a  majority 
thought  different,  the  President  did  not  act. 
He  retracted,  though  he  would  not  give  up  the 
power  entirely,  and  there  the  matter  ended. 

He  (Mr.  K.)  had  sat  very  silently  in  his 
place  and  heard  the  President  denounced,  and 
Senators  characterized  as  "collar  men,"  'Mack- 
son  men;"  language  which  he  thought  unbeco- 
ming honorable  Senators.  The  Senator  from 
Maine  (Mr.  Sprague)  had  sVid  that  he  bowed 
to  the  mandates  of  no  man.  That  might  be  true 
enough — he  bowed  to  no  one  in  Washington  or 
elsewhere. 

Now  he  (Mr.  K.)  had  most  cheerfully  sup- 
ported the  President  when  he  could  do  so  con- 
scientiously, but  be  had  also  gone  against  him 
when  his  course  did  not  meet  his  (Mr.  K's)  ap- 
probation. He  should  vote  for  the  reception  of 
the  paper.  At  the  same  time  he  would  say, 
that  he  thought  the  Chiff  Magistrate  had  been 
improperly  censured,  by  the  Senate,  in  adopt- 
ing the  resolution  by  which  they  had  violated 
the  Constitution.  He  believed  that  many  gen- 
tlemen had  voted  for  that  resolution  without  suf- 
ficient reflection .  The  removal  of  the  deposites 
might  have  been  a  high-handed  exercise  of 
power,  but  that  it  was  a  violation  of  the  Consti- 
tution, he  thought  there  were  very  few  who 
would  admit.  He  could  not  help  feeling  some 
little  indignation  at  the  manner  in  which  the 
Chief  Magistrate  had  been  spoken  of  by  many 
honorable  Senators.  That  individual  ought  to 
command  respect  on  account  of  his  long  and 
faithful  services,  admitting  that  he  was  mistaken 
in  what  he  had  done;  for  all  men  were  liable  to 
err.  Mr.  K.  in  conclusion,  hoped  that  honora- 
ble Senators  would  not  give  way  to  the  dictates 
of  passion,  but  act  fairly  towards  their  Chief 
Magistrate,  as  he  was  not  present  to  defend 
himself. 

Mr.  LEIGH  said  that  there  had  been  one  sen- 
timent uttered  by  the  hon.  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, in  which  he  fully  concurred ;  he  alluded 
to  what  had  been  said  by  the  hon.  Senater  re- 
specting the  solemnity  of  this  occasion.  He 
(Mr.  L.)  declared  on  his  conscience,  and  before 
God,  his  belief,  that  on  the  result  of  these  pro- 
ceedings depended  the  fate  of  that  Constitution 
which  had  been  bequeathed  to  us  by  our  fore- 
fathers, fand  under  which  we  had  hitherto  so 
happily  lived.  No  resolution  was  so  lkely  to 
be  maintained  with  firmness,  as  one  which  was 
conceived  in  a  spirit  of  moderation  and  forbear- 
ance ;  conscious  as  he  was  of  this  fact,  he  yet 
could  not  discuss  this  question  at  present,  with- 
out giving  utterance  to  those  emotions  of  pas- 
sion which  were  now  boiling  in  hi3  bosom.  He 
felt  that  an  expression  of  these  feelings  would 
be  improper  in  the  Senate  ;  he  knew  the  digni- 
fied stated  which  he  occupied  as  one  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  a  sovereign  State,  and  never 
while  he  lived  should  the  dignity  of  that  station 
be  lessened  by  the  indulgence  of  intemperate 
language  on  his  pajrt.  In  order  that  himself 
and  others  might  have  an  opportunity  of  deli- 
berately expressing  their  opinions  upon  thi? 
paper,  he  would  move  that  the  Senate  do  now 
adjourn. 
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Mr.  SPRAGUE  (Mr.  Leigh  having  with, 
drawn  his  motion  to  adjourn,)  made  a  short  ex- 
planation in  reply  to  Mr.  Kmo,  of  Alabama, 
on  the  subject  of  the  resolution,  adopted  in 
executive  session,  concerning  nominations  of 
officers  of  a  different  State  from  that  in  which 
the^  offices  were  situated.  That  resolution, 
which  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  seemed  to 
think  so  unconstitutional,  was  passed  as  he  ad- 
mitted, by  an  overwhelming  majority,  including 
most  of  those  Senators  who  are  in  fovor  of  the 
present  Executive.  He,  Mr.  S.,  had  never  en 
tertained  a  doubt  as  to  the  Constitutional  power 
of  the  Senate  to  pass  that  or  any  other  resolu- 
tion. The  question  was  not  whether  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  individual  should  be  restricted 
to  a  particular  place,  but  declaratory  that  ap- 
pointments for  office  should  not  be  made  out 
of  the  State  in  which  the  office  was  situated. — 
He  thought,  if  his  memory  was  not  treacherous, 
that  the  gent'eman  from  Alabama  himself  had 
voted  for  that  resolution. 

Mr.  KING.    I  did. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE.  The  gentleman  did.  He 
did  vote  for  the  resolution,  yet  he  asks  me  if  I 
did  not  think  the  resolution  was  unconstitution- 
al. 

After  a  few  additional  words  on  the  subject 
of  the  assumption  of  power  by  the  President, 
which  were  not  distinctly  heard,  the  motion  to 
adjourn  was  again  made  by  Mr.  LEIGH,  and 
agreed  to.     The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr  E.  WHITTLESEY,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Ann  Halliday,  administratrix  of  Thomas  Halli- 
day,  deceased. 

Mr.  CRANE,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  Col.  William 
Reddick. 

Said  bills  were  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  a 
writ  of  error,  in  certain  cases  relating  to  patent 
rights  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States; 

Which  was  twice  read  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  State  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Territories,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  an 
extra  session  of  the  legislative  council  of  the 
Territory  of  Michigan. 

Which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  Wilson. 

Which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the 
petition  of  the  Trustees  of  Transylvania  Col- 
lege in  Kentucky,  and  the  petition  of  the  Trus- 
tees of  Pendleton  Academy  in  Alabama. 

Which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  reported  unfavorably 


on  the  petition  of  Barbary  Wilcox,  which  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY, 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
case  of  Andrew  Henshaw;  which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WARD, 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  waa  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
case  of  Rw-s  and  Roach;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON, 

The  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  was 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  C.  L.  Rockwood. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BOONE, 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  was  dis* 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  Stephen  L.  Baden. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BOONE, 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  Josiah  Lee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  of  Ohio, 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  petitions  of  Cornelius  Fenwick,  Silas 
Pierce,  and  John  Stewart;  all  of  said  petitions 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.MERCER,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  on  the  14th 
inst.,  the  memorial  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal  Company,  which  report  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  committed  to  the 
Whole  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PARKER, 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  was  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  petition 
of  Spencer  C.  Gist,  and  leave  was  given  to  with- 
draw the  same. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
subject  of  the  militia,  reported  a  bill  to  provi'de 
more  effectually  for  the  national  defence,  by 
organizing,  arming  and  establishing  an  uniform 
militia  throughout  the  United  States,  and  to 
provide  for  the  discipline  thereof,  which  bill 
was  twice  read  and  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  CHILTON,  to 
suspend  the  rule,  and  that  the  House  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  moved 
by  him  on  the  10th  inst., requesting  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  submit  to  the  House  a 
plan  of  a  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  was 
negatived,  yeas  50,  nays  112. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolutions  moved  by  Mr.  Mahdis,  on  the  14th 
of  January,  relative  to  banks,  in  which  to  de- 
posite  the  public  moneys. 

The  question  recurred' on  the  motion  made 
by  Mr.  Clay,  on  the  12lh  inst.,  to  lay  the  said 
resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JARVIS  said  he  felt  himself  compelled  by 
a  sense  of  duty,  to  renew  the  motion  made  in  the 
early  part  of  the  day,'  to  suspend  the  rules  ot  the 
House,  in  order  to  take  up  a  resolution  submitted 
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by  him  for  an  'inquiry  into  the  causes  which  have 
produced  the  failure  of  specie  payments  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.' 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  hon.  member 
that  the  House  having  already  refused  to  stipend 
the  rules  for  this  proposition,  the  motion  could 
not  be  renewed  on  the  same  day. 

Mr.  JARVIS  then  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
to  make  the  motion  to-morrow. 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  OHIO  CANAL. 

Mr.  MERCER,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  which  was  referred,  on  the  14th 
instant,  the  memorial  of  the  Cheasapeake  and 
Ohio  Canal  Company,  made  a  report  thereon, 
which  he  moved  to  have  committed  and  printed. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to 
print  3000  additional  copies,  which  being  ob- 
jected to, 

Mr.  DENNY  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  of 
the  House  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  mo- 
tion of  his  hon.  colleague. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  wou'd  not  be  in  order  to 
do  so;  but  the  motion  to  print  an  extra  number 
of  copies  might  stand  over,  and  be  taken  to- 
morrow. 

The  report  was  then  committed,    and  the 
usual  number  of  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 
PUBLIC  DEPOSITES. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Mardis,  with  the 
amendment  thereto  by  Mr.  Corwijt. 

The  motion  was  to  lay  the  resolution  and  the 
amendment  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  as  many  gentlemen  seemed 
still  anxious  to  continue  this  interminable  dis- 
cussion, notwithstanding  the  House  had  decided 
the  (|uestions  involved  by  it,  he  would  not  op- 
pose the  discussion,  and  should  therefore  with- 
draw the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  and 
amendment  o>>  the  table. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  then  obtained  the  floor, 
and  the  consideration  of  the  subject  was  post 
ponedby  unanimous  consent. 

The  amendment  reported  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House,  to  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of  claims  for  property  lost,  captur 
ed,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy  while  in  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  United  State*,  during  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,  and  the  Indian  Wars 
subsequent  thereto,  were  read,  and  severally 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRANE, 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for  the 
settlement  of  certain  revolutionary  claims,  was 
further  postponed  to  Thursday  next,  the  24th 
inst. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  the"  resolved  itself  into  a  Cfcrnmit 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of  *he  Union,  in 
order  to  take  up  the  General  Appropriation  Bill, 
Mr.   HUBBARD  in  the  Chair. 

The  CHAIR  then  propounded  the  next  pro- 
position, which  was  to  reduce  the  present  sala- 
ries of  the  officers  of  the  customs  25  per  cent; 
and  to  provide  that  in  no  case  should  their  sal- 
aries be  permitted  to  exceed  $3000. 

Mr.  VANCE  said,  he  wish-id  to  say  a  few 


\<*ords  on  this  division  of  his  amendment.  Gen- 
tlemen had  talked  [in  that  House  of  bringing 
back  the  Government  to  JefFersonian  times,  and 
JefFersonian  salaries.  He  (Mr.  V.)  had  looked 
back  to  the  salaries  of  those  days,  and  had  com- 
pared them  with  the  salaries  allowed  at  the 
present  time . 

Mr.  V.  then  entered  into  very  full  and  detail- 
ed statements  and  comparisons  of  the  number 
of  custom-house  officers  employed  in  1802,  and 
their  number  in  1832,  showing  that  they  had  in- 
creased from  577  to  1600.  He  further  showed 
that  the  increase  in  the  salaries  paid  to  these  of- 
ficers had  been  proportionably  great;  and  con- 
cluded by  urging  the  necessity  of  retrenchment 
in  this  and  other  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  CAGE  was  willing  to  go  with  the  mem- 
ber from  Ohio  (Mr.  Vawce)  for  reform,  but  he 
would  not  go  with  him  this  road.  He  (Mr.  C.) 
had  no  doubt  that  there  were  too  many  officers 
engaged  in  the  custom  houses  of  this  country; 
and  he  should  be  willing,  on  the  report  of  an  in- 
vestigating committee,  to  reduce  them  to  the 
number  indispensably  necessary.  He  was  one 
who  believed  that  every  officer  under  the  Gov- 
ernment should  be  well  paid,  and  his  duties 
might  be  such  as  to  entitles  him  to  be  well  paid. 
He  would  rather  reduce  the  number  of  officers 
than  the  amount  of  their  salaries.  This  was  the 
reform  he  would  advocate.  He  would  keep 
them  so  busily  employed  that  they  wo>dd  not 
have  time  to  interfere  with  the  elective  fran- 
chise, farther  than  their  duty  as  citizens  called 
upon  them  to  do  so.  He  thought,  too,  the  pre- 
sent bill  was  not  the  proper  place  for  making 
these  reductions,  and  could  not,  therefore,  give 
the  amendment  his  support.  With  regard  to 
the  quesion  of  reduction  itself,  they  might  re- 
duce the  salaries  of  officers  of  Government  to 
the  smallest  pittance  which  would  sustain  life, 
and  they  would  still  find  individual  who  would 
undertake  those  offices;  but  wou'd  they  not  be 
persons  incompetent  to  discharge  their  duties.He 
would  say,  pay  liberally.and  get  intelligent  and 
enterprising  men — men  who  .knowing  their  du- 
ties, were  willing  to  perform  them.  By  reducing 
the  salaries  they  would  introduce  a  herd  of  men 
who  were  incapable  of  getting  a  livelihood  by 
any  other  means,  and  such  men  would  be  much 
more  likely  to  interfere  with  the  polls,  than  a 
class  of  high  minded  honorable  men,  who  not 
only  filled  these  offices  but  honored  them. — 
When  the  subject  of  reducing  the  number  of 
officen  was  taken  up,  he  would  go  for  it— but 
he  could  not  vote  for  the  proposed  reduction  of 
salaries.  He  thought  that  which  he  had  pointed 
out  was  the  true  mode  of  reform. 

Mr.  BARKINGER  desired  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio.  That  gentleman  proposed  to  limit  all  the 
salaries  of  custom-house  officers  to  $3000.  His 
(Mr.  B's.)  purpose  was  to  make  a  discrimina- 
tion as  to  the  various  officers.  In  looking  at 
the  Blue  Book.it  appeared  that  the  chief  inspec- 
tor received  less  than  the  marker  or  weigher, 
and  the  guager  got  more  than  the  surveyor. — 
This,  he  presumed,  was  owing  to  fees,  &c  He 
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perceived  that  in  Philadelphia  the  surveyor  got 
$6000. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  continued  by  stating  that 
his  proposition  went  to  provide  that  in  no  case 
should  the  salary  of  a  collector  exceed  $3,000; 
surveyors  and  collectors,  $2,500,  and  markers 
and  other  Custom-house  officers,  $2,000. — 
Whatever  might  be  allowed  or  taken  in  the 
shape  of  fees,  or  perquisite,  he  did  not  object  to, 
provided  the  whole  compensation  should  not 
exceed,  respectively,  the  sums  he  had  enume- 
rated. 

Another  tiling  ought  to  be  adverted  to. — 
In  his  opinion,  the  appropriation  bill  was  the 
most  improper  place  in  which  to  introduce  pro 
visions  for  the  regulation  of  the  salaries  of  the 
officers  of  Government,and  yet  such  was  the  pe- 
culiar position  in  which  they  now  stood,  that  he 
for  himself,  felt  a  member  was  compelled  to  re- 
sort to  such  a  course  of  action,  if  he  considers  a 
reduction  of  the  salaries  necessary.  He  pro- 
posed this  amendment  with  reluctance,  and 
would  not  press  it,  if  an  assurance  could  be  had 
that  a  committee  would  investigate  the  subject, 
and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  a  plan  to 
equalize'and  regulate  salaries  according  to  the 
duties  performed. 

Mr.  Vance's  amendment,  and  Mr.  Barrin- 
geh's  proposition,  were  reid,  and  Mr.  Vancb 
accepted  the  latter  as  a  modifications. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  observed,  that  he  en 
tirely  concurred  in  the  sentiments  expressed  by 
the  gentlemen  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Bar- 
ringer,)  as  to  the  propriety  of  raising  a  commit- 
tee to  inquire  into,  and  regulate  the  sdaries  of 
Government  officers.  Whenever  the  gentle- 
man would  introduce  a  proposition  of  that  kind, 
he  should  have  Mr.  C's.  vote.  He  thought  it 
was  high  time  that  the  expenditures  of  tins  Go- 
vernment should  be  inquired  into  more  cau- 
tiously than  l>ad  heretofore  been  done.  When- 
ever the  question  of  the  revenue  should  come 
up,  Mr.  C.  proposed  to  present  his  views  some- 
what more  at  large  upou  that  subject.  He 
would  now  merely  aay,that  the  state  of  the  coun- 
try called  for  economy  in  our  expenses.  This 
question  of  the  salaries  of  Custom  House  offi- 
cers had  not  escaped  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittees of  the  House.  When  he  had  belonged 
to  the  Committee  of  Commerce,  that  commit- 
tee had  been  called  upon  to  report  on  this  sub- 
ject. He  had  thought  at  that  time,  that  the 
compensation  of  different  grades  of  officers  was 
very  unequally  distributed.  It  had,  however, 
so  happened,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry had  not  been  able  to  communicate  to  them 
in  time  the  necessary  information,  and  in  con- 
sequence of  the  frequent  changes  since  then, 
in  that  department,  no  report  upon  the  subject 
had  been  obtained.  But  when  such  a  commit- 
tee should  be  raised,  as  the  gentlemen  had  now 
referred  to,  they  would,  of  course,  make  the 
necessary  inquiries  through  the  department,  and 
lay  the  result  before  the  House. 

Mr.  C.  went  into  some  explanations  in  res- 
pect to  the  markers  and  weighers,  referring  to 
the  number  of  hands  they  had  to  employ,  and 
to  the  fact  that  they  had  to  employ  laborers  at 


their  own  expense.  The  inspectors  received  a 
little  over  $1000.  which  he  did  not  think  was  at 
all  too  much.  These  officers  were,  in  effect, 
the  guards  of  the  revenue,  and  sound  policy 
would  dictate  rather  an  increase,  than  a  dimi- 
nution, in  the  compensation  they  received. — 
Mr.  C.  said,  that  what  was  most  wanting  was, 
that  these  salaries  should  be  equalized.  He 
had  been  instructed  by  the  Committee  of  Way* 
and  Means  to  propose  the  establishment  of  sal- 
aries for  a  class  of  these  officers  who  perform 
laborious  duty,  and  yet,  under  the  present  ar- 
rangement, got  almost  nothing  for  it.  These 
things  required  looking  into.  He  should  be 
glad  of  a  committee  to  investigate  the  whole 
subject.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  stated 
very  truly  the  great  increase  in  the  expense  of 
collecting  the  revenue.  But  he  must  remem- 
ber how  that  increase  was  resisted,  and  how  re- 
luctantly it  had  been  granted.  The  acts  of 
1832  and  1833  had  greatly  increased  the  num- 
ber of  Custom  Houses,  and  had  almost  doubled 
the  number  of  inspectors;  for  all  the  merchan- 
dize of  a  certain  kind  had  now  to  be  deposited 
in  Custom  Houses.  He  concurred  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  and  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  (Messrs.  Vance  and  Barrin- 
ger,)  in  desiring  to  see  some  check  put  upon 
the  march  of  public  expenditure;  it  must  soon 
be  checked,  or  it  would  outstrip  all  bounds  of 
reason  and  moderation. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  said,  he  had  been  aware  of 
the  fact  of  markers  in  Philadelphia  paying  as- 
sistants out  of  their  salaries  and  perquisites, 
some  of  which  salaries  and  perquisites  amount 
to  $6,000  per  annum.  But  he  was  not  aware 
that  such  employment  of  subordinates  took 
place  in  New  York.  The  Blue  Book  noticed 
with  a  star  the  salaries  of  those  officers  who 
did  so  in  Philadelphia,  but  he  perceived  no 
asterisks  attached  to  the  names  of  officers  in 
New  York.  In  that  city  one  marker  received 
$4,300;  another  $2,800— and  a  weigher  $1,095. 
He  would  give  notice  that  to-morrow  he  would, 
if  permitted,  move  for  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  promoting  the  public  in- 
terest by  reducing  and  equalizing  the  salaries 
of  public  officers.  If  not  allowed  to-morrow, 
he  should  take  the  opportunity  of  availing  him- 
self of  the  earliest  occasion  of  doing  so. 

Mr.  PARKER,  of  New  Jersey,  explained  the 
apparent  .discrepancies  in  the  Blue  Book.  He 
would  unite  with  any  gentleman  in  the  adop- 
tion of  a  revised  plan  for  compensation  to  the 
officers  of  the  Government;  those  functionaries 
ought  to  be  well  and  equally  paid,  according 
to  their  several  duties.  He,  (Mr.  P.)  himself 
had  been  a  collector,  and  his  emoluments  amoun- 
ted to#$600;  whilst  those  of  his  inspector  were 
$1,000.  He  thought  that  no  revenue  officer 
should  receive  less  than  $1,500;  for  the  nature 
of  his  office  exposed  him  to  temptations  which 
might  result  in  a  small  salary ,  causing  him  to 
keep  one  eye  open  whilst  the  other  was  shut 
Again,  the  duties  of  faithful  inspectors  were  at- 
tended to  on  both  week  days  and  Sundays;  and 
day  and  night  they  could  not  be  suffered  to 
sleep  without  at  least  one  eye  open. 
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Mr.  PARKER  entered  into  an  expositio" 
of  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered  in  collect- 
ing the  revenue,  derived  from  his  own  experi- 
ence while  in-  the  office  of  Collector,  and  con- 
cluding by  expressing  his  determination  to  op- 
pose all  the  clauses  of  the  amendment  of  the 
Hon.  member  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Vakcb,)  with  the 
exception  of  that  to  reduce  the  pay  of  members 
of  Congress. 

Mr.  REED  said,  he  had  long  been  convinced, 
that  the  payment  to  the  officers  of  the  different 
branches  of  the  Government,  was  exceedingly 
unequal.  Mr.  R.  said,  that  perhaps,  an  appro- 
priation bill  might  not  be  the  fit  place  to  intro- 
duce the  reform  contemplated  by  this  amend- 
ment; but  he  would  ask  where,  and  when,  should 
they  find  a  good  place?  They  would  never 
find  one.  If  a  resolution  were  introduced,  an  1 
a  committee  of  investigation  appointed,  it 
would  be  lost  sight  of.  A  former  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  a  report  to  that  House,  had 
stated  that  nothing  could  be  done  under  one  or 
two  years;  whereas,  a  committee  would  not  sit 
longer  than  three  or  six  months  at  farthest.  It 
would  be  utterly  impracticable  to  effect  any 
thing  in  a  committee  of  inquiry.  Mr.  R.  said, 
he  concurred  in  the  propriety  of  reducing  some 
of  the  salaries,  but  gieat  care  should  be  taken 
that  the  compensation  be  not  upon  too  narrow 
a  scale.  The  revenue  would  be  insecure,  un- 
less persons  of  character  were  selected, 

Mr.  LANE  said,  if  good  officers  were  want- 
ed, they  should  be  liberally  compensated.  If 
it  was  found  that  the  number  was  too  large,  let 
them  be  reduced.  Mr.  L.  said,  the  effect  of 
too  sweeping  a  reduction,  would  be  to  deter 
competent  persons  from  filling  the  offices;  and 
instanced  the  effect  produced  in  Kentucky  in 
the  Judiciary  department  of  that  State,  by 
which  no  lawyer  of  eminent  standing  thought 
it  an  object  worth  his  attention  to  nil  the  office 
of  Judge.  Mr.  L.  was  opposed  to  the  clause 
for  reducing  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress. 
There  was  not  a  man  in  the  country  who  would 
not  consider  it  done  for  effect.  The  people 
were  generous  and  liberal,  and  did  not  desire 
this  reduction  ;  which  would  have  the  effect  of 
deterring  all  but  wealthy  persons  from  taking 
a  seat  in  that  House.  He  would  vote  against 
every  reduction,  unless  it  were  satisfactorily 
proved  that  the  office  was  too  highly  remuner- 
ated. If  the  officers  were  too  numerous,  reduce 
their  number,  make  them  work  more  ;  but  se- 
cure honest  and  competent  persons  by  a  liberal 
compensation. 

Mr.  CHILTON  explained,  and  defended  his 
motives  for  originally  introducing  a  resolution 
for  retrenchment.  He  said,  that  unless  some 
system  of  retrenchment  were  adopted,  the  re- 
veune  of  the  country  would  soon  be  insufficient 
to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Government.  The 
policy  of  a  nation  was  similar  to  that  of  private 
families,  and  required  constant  looking  after. 
He  had  been  an  advocate  for  retrenchment  on 
the  best  motives. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  said,  that  having  voted  ge- 
nerally in  favor  of  these  amendments  it  was  pro- 
per that  he  should  explain  why  he  did  so.    It  j 


was  clear  to  his  mind  that  from  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  government,he  meant  the  constituted 
authorities,  had  been  such  as  to  raise  the  value 
of  money  and  depreciate  that  of  every  other  ar- 
ticle in  the  country.  If  then  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence had  been  lessened  in  value,  he  deemed 
it  but  just  that  every  officer  of  the  Government, 
frqm  the  President  downwards,  should  be  pla- 
ced on  an  equal  footing  with  the  people  at 
large.  If  three  dollars  would  then  procure  as 
much  as  could  be  obtained  for  four  dollars  a 
short  time  ago,  then  the  salaries  at  a  reduction 
of  twenty-five  per  cent  would  be,  for  all  prac- 
tical purposes,  as  high  as  they  were  before. — 
This  perhaps,  was  the  safest  rule  to  act  upon. 

There  was  another  consideration.  It  had 
been  said,  by  some  honorable  gentlemen,  that 
this  then  was  not  the  proper  time  or  place  to 
introduce  such  a  measure.  He  was  willing  to 
grant  that  a  general  appropriation  bill  might 
be  exactly  the  fit  place  for  making  reduc- 
tions, but  if  they  were  to  take  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  who  reported  the  bill,  with  re- 
gard to  the  propriety  of  raising  or  diminishing 
salaries,  then  it  was  clear  that  this  was  the  pro- 
per place,  since  they  had  recommended  various 
augmentations.  Mr.  F.  then  cited  the  clause 
of  the  bill  allowing  an  extra  compensation  to 
watchmen,  lines  40—44,  to  the  amount  of  $750* 
Now  if  vhis  bill  be  a  proper  place  to  increase  a 
compensation  already  fixed  by  law,  it  was  an 
equally  appropriate  place  to  introduce  a  propo- 
sition of  retrenchment.  It  might  be  replied, 
that  this  was  an  individual  case,  yet  if  theyfwere 
to  be  governed  by  principle,  it  was  just  as  ap- 
plicable to  an  individual  case  as  to  the  whole 
mass.  There  were,  however,  to  be  found  in 
this  bill  various  other  recommendations  of  the 
committee  for  increase  of  salaries,  clearly  re- 
cognizing that  as  the  proper  place. 

Mr.  Fillmore  contended  for  the  propriety 
of  reducing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the 
Federal  Government;  and  compared  those  sala- 
ries with  the  salaries  paid  to  public  officers  in 
the  State  of  New  York.  The  judges  of  the  Su- 
preme; Court  of  that  State,  who  were  employ- 
ed the  whole  year,  received  but  $2,000,  without 
any  other  perquisites;  and  that  salary  had  been 
found  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  command  the 
best  talent.  They  had  but  one  chancery  court 
in  the  State  of  New  York— the  most  commer- 
cial State  in  the  Union.  For  twelve  years  past 
the  judges'  compensation  in  that  court  had  been 
but  $2,000,  and  yet  the  office  had  been  sought 
by  the  most  talented  men  in  the  State.  Would 
they,  then,  give  more  to  these  mere  scribblers, 
than  for  those  officers  whose  duties  required 
extraordinary  acquirements,  knowledge,  and 
talents.  It  had,  indeed,  been  proposed  to  raise 
the  salaries  of  the  officers  to  whom  he  had  allu- 
ded, but  never  more  than  $500  per  annumn; 
which  would  then  be  much  lower  than  the  sala- 
ries paid  to  officers  of  the  Federal  Government. 

Gentlemen  had  said,  they  would  vote  for  these 
reductions  after  a  proper  investigation  had  been 
made  ;  if  they  really  did  wish  for  an  investiga- 
tion, and  to  ascertain  which  officer  had  too 
much,  which  too  little,  the  best  way  would  be 
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to  agree  to  the  proposed  reductions.  Whilst 
they  made  it  the  interest  of  an  officer  not  to  ex- 
pose others  for  fear  his  own  salary  should  be 
reduced,  a  proper  investigation  could  scarcely 
be  hoped  for. 

Mr.  McKINLEY  contend,  that  as  the  salaries 
were  established  by  law,  they  could  not  reduce 
them  until  the  law  was  repealed.  If  they  adopt- 
ed the  present  amendment,  the  consequence 
would  be  this — that  they  would  appropriate 
money  to  pay  part  of  the  salaries  of  these  offi- 
cers, leaving  the  remainder  to  be  otherwise  pro- 
vided for.  That  was  his  view  of  what  would  be 
the  legal  effect  of  this  amendment.  It  had  been 
contended  by  gentlemen  that  it  was  improper  to 
create  an  office  in  an  appropriation  bill,  surely 
then,  it  was  equally  improper  to  destroy  one. 
If  they  had  not  the  right  to  establish  a  salary 
_n  such  a  bill,  they  had  certainly  no  right  to 
iiminish  one.  He  (Mr.  McK.)  on  the  contray, 
thought  they  might  increase  a  salary  to  which 
an  individual  had  already  the  right;  but,  if  they 
took  away  part  of  the  salary  allowed  him  by 
law,  they  took  away  his  right.  He  had  heard 
a  good  deal  in  that  House  about  plighted  faith; 
now  if  it  was  not  a  breach  of  plighted  faith  to 
deprive  a  man  of  a  salary  to  which  he  was  enti- 
tled by  law,  he  did  not  know  what  was.  Mr. 
McK.  contended  that  the  people  did  not  feel  the 
weight  of  these  salaries;  and  that  this  was  not 
the  way  to  relieve  the  people.  Let  them,  if 
such  was  their  object,  take  off  the  duties.  If 
they  wanted  to  reform  the  Government,  let 
them  reduce  the  revenue.  Admitting  all  to  be 
true,  that  they  had  heard,  as  to  the  distresses  of 
the  people,  this  would  not  relieve  them;  they 
must  look  to  something  higher  than  the  reduc- 
of  these  salaries  If  there  was  suffering,  these 
officers  suffered  as  much  as  others.  There  had 
been  no  reduction  in  the  market,  or  in  boarding- 
house  prices.  What,  then,  was  the  object' — 
Was  it  to  punish  these  officers?  He  denied  that 
they  had  any  agency  in  the  acts  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Why  then  punish  them;  whilst  the  sala- 
ary  of  the  individual  the  most  abused  on  that 
floor  was  to  be  continued  the  same. 

After  some  further  remarks,  Mr.  McK.  con- 
cluded, by  further  objecting  to  the  amendment, 
that  it  was  improper  in  an  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Vt.,  followed,  but  was  too 
indistinctly  heard  for  his  remarks  to  be  given 
with  any  thing  approaching  to  accuracy.  The 
reporter  understood  him  to  advocate  the  propo- 
sed reduction  of  the  salaries  on  the  ground  of 
the  diminution  in  the  price  of  commodities  which 
form  the  necessaries  of  life. 

Mr.  GALBRA1TH  said  that  the  measure  of 
reducing  the  salaries,  if  introduced  into  an  ap- 
propriation bill,  would  lead  to  inextricable  con 
fusion.  He  enlarged  on  the  irregularity  of  the 
proposed  reduction  and  particularly  instanced  the 
•aee  of  Postmasters,  the  emoluments  of  whom 
were  small  indeed,  and  the  reduction  of  which 
33_per  cent.,  would  leave  them  nothing  worth  re- 
ceiving. The  subject  of  the  irregularity  of  the 
compensation  granted  to  different  officers  form 
ed  a  fit  and  proper  question  for  the  consideration 
of  Congress;  and  for  this  object  he  should  be  in 


favor  of  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee 
to  investigate  it.  He  was  opposed,  however,  he 
repeated  to  the  reduction  of  salaries  now;  and  as 
to  the  argument  which  had  been  advanced  in  its 
favor  on  account  of  the  alleged  diminution  in  the 
price  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  he  must  bo  per 
mitted  to  say  that  flour,  the  principal  of  those 
necessaries  was  now  selling  at  the  same  rate  as 
when  he  first  came  to  this  city.  There  was  no- 
thing to  indicate  a  change  in  this  respect  further 
than  as  it  assimilates  to  the  continually  recur- 
ring fluctuations  in  a  greater  or  less  degree, 
which,  always  have  operated,  and  always  will 
operate  upon  the  market  He  denied  that  the 
action  of  Government  had  any  effect  in  the  de- 
terioration of  the  value  of  property,  and  conclu- 
ded by  repeating  the  expression  of  his  willing- 
ness to  vote  for  a  Select  Committee  to  investigate 
the  causes  of  the  distress  complained  of. 

Mr.  HARDIN  followed  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment,  but  in  favor  of  the  reduction,  in  an 
equitable  and  judicious  mode,  of  the  public  ex- 
penditures; a  reduction  not  of  the  salaries  of 
clerks,  but  of  their  number. 

Mr  VANDERPOEL  remarked  that  his coV 
league  (Mr.  Fillmore,)  had  urged  his  support 
of  this  proposition  on  the  ground, that  a  reduc- 
tion had  taken  place  in  all  the  expenses  of  liv- 
ing. But  was  it  true  that  any  such  reduction 
had  taken  place?  Was  it  true  that  money  had 
lately  so  much  increased  in  value,  and  every 
article  of  co  nfort  or  luxury  depreciated  in  the 
same  proportion?  Had  his  colleague's  landlady 
become  conscience-smitten,  so  as  to  reduce  her 
price  of  board  below  ten  or  twelve  dollars  a 
week,  or  whatever  it  was  according  to  his  origi- 
nal contract  with  her?  If  he,  from  the  consid- 
erations he  here  urges,  should  feel  disposed  ul- 
timately to  exact  from  her  an  abatement  of  her 
price.  I  would,  in  justice  to  her,  advise  him  to 
accompany  her  to  market  on  one  of  those  calm 
and  delightful  mornings,  (and  if  she  is  pretty,  I 
am  sure,  from  my  colleague's  known  gallantry, 
it  will  give  him  great  pleasure  to  do  so,)  and  see 
her  pay  from  four  to  six  York  shillings  for  a 
pair  of  chickens,  and  from  three  to  four  shil. 
lings  per  pound  for  butter,  and  for  every  other 
article  in  the  same  proportion,  and  then  let  him 
determine  whether  a  dollar  will  go  so  much  far- 
ther now  than  it  would  before  the  panic-makers 
began  their  mischievous  business.  He  would 
further  refer  to  the  prices  current  in  the  late 
New  York  papers  for  proof  that  the  prices  of 
many  products  had  not  fallen;  and  he  would 
particularly  refer  him  to  an  extract  from  a  pi- 
per, so  orthodox  row,  in  the  estimation  of  his 
colleague,  that  he  would  not,  he  was  sure,  dis- 
pute its  accuracy  as  to  matters  of  this  sort.  He 
referred  to  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer, 
as  containing  abundant  evidence  that  stocks  and 
produce,  of  almost  every  description,  had  lately 
very  much  advanced  in  prices.  There  was  no 
evidence  of  the  fact  that  a  dollar  would  com- 
mand much  more  now,  than  it  did  six  months 
ago.  For  his  part,  he  (Mr.  V.)  had  had  but 
s  Try  evidence  or  experience  of  this  alleged 
diminution  of  prices.  On  his  way  to  this  City, 
last  fall,  he  gave  five  dollars  for  a  hat;  now  he 


April  17.] 


REGISTER  OP  DEBATES. 


461 


had  the  good  luck  to  pay  six  dollars  for  the  same 
kind  of  article.  Let  the  gentleman  go  to  his 
tailor  and  see  whether  his  prices  are  reduced. 
In  the  little  intercourse  which  he  (Mr.  V.)  had 
lately  had  with  the  craft,  he  had  not  found  that 
they  were  more  merciful  now  than  formerly. 
If  he  might  be  permitted  to  use  an  expression 
which  the  newspapers  had  often  represented 
him  as  being  very  partial  to,  he  would  say,  that 
this  cry  about  the  reduction  of  priees  in  the 
articles  of  living,  was  all  "a  humbug. " 

His  colleague  had  drawn  a  portion  of  his  ar- 
gument from  New  York.  Two  thousand  dol- 
lars, he  said,  was  the  salary  of  a  Judge  in  that 
State — and  that,  he  said,  was  enough  in  all  con- 
science; but  the  gentleman  had  remembered  to 
forget  to  state,  how  much  the  Judges  received 
under  the  old  Constitution  in  the  days  of  our 
Rents,  our  Thompsons,  and  our  Spencers.  Jti 
dicial  salaries  were  then  sometimes  as  high  in 
New  York  as  $4500;  but  a  reform  took  place, 
and  the  old  Judges  were  removed  by  the  new 
Constitution.  Eight  Circuit  Judges  were  ap- 
pointed with  salaries  of  only  $1250  a  year. 
The  Chancellor  and  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  received  but  $2000.  Reputable  and 
competent  men,  to  be  sure,  took  these  offices; 
but  it  was  with  the  expectation,  at  that  time 
generally  entertained,  that  the  Legislature  of 
New  York  would  soon  increase  this  very  inade- 
quate, he  would  almost  say  petit  larceny,  com- 
pensation. 

The  Senate  year  after  year,  with  a  promptness 
that  did  them  honor,   had  passed  a  bill  to  in- 
crease these  judicial  salaries,  but  it  always  failed 
in  the  lower  Hbuse;  and  sometimes  gentlemen 
had  been  magnanimous  enough  to  vote  against 
it,  on  the  ground  that  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  one  of  the  Circuit  Judges, 
bad  been  members  of  the  Convention,  and  had 
advocated  the  clause  in  the  constitution  of  that 
State,  restricting  the  compensation  of  members 
of  the  Legislature  to  three  dollars  per  day!   His 
colleague  (with  whom  Mr.  V.    was  prowd   to 
aay,  he  had  served  in  the  Legislature  of  his  na- 
tive State,)  and  the  party  to  which  his  honora- 
ble  colleague  belonged,  had  uniformly  opposed 
the  increase  of  judicial  salaries,  and   generally 
based  their  opposition  upon  the  broad  ground  of 
principle,  which  was  found  in  the  unfortunate 
speeches  of  the  aforesaid  Judges.      Mr.  V.  did 
not  mean  to  question  the  disinterestedness  or  pa- 
triotism of  such  opposition.      The  result  of  this 
policy  had  been  injurious  to  the  interests  of  that 
great  State,  which  he  had  the  honor,  in  part,  to 
represent.     Its  chancellor  had  been  driven  by  it 
from  the  capitol,  where  he  ought  to  reside,  into 
the  country,  where  he  is  now  to  be  sought  for 
by  those  who  had  business  with  him,  at  great 
expense   and  loss  of  time.     Be  assured,   Mr. 
Chairman,  that  our  judicial  salaries  now,  are 
not  the  boast  of  N;  York.     As  evidence,   that 
these  salaries  were  generally  regarded  as  inade- 
quate by  most  of  the  reflecting  men  of  that 
State,  he  need  only  mention  the  fact,  that  with- 


sites  allowed  them,  received  over  $3000  a  year. 
It  was  in  no  spirit  of  pride  that  he  mentioned 
this  gross  inconsistency. 

But  the  ethics  of  his  colleague  appeared  to 
him  (Mr.  Y.)  at  least  dubious.  He  says  that 
some  salaries  are  not  too  high;  but,  that  others 
are;  that  we  shall  never  secure  the  necessary 
information  as  to  those  that  are  too  large,  till 
we  make  one  sweeping  and  indiscriminate  re- 
duction; that  then,  and  not  till  then,  the  secret 
will  be  let  out.  Sir,  is  this  just,  is  it  moral'  It 
is  proposed  to  do  injustice  to  the  meritorious  in 
order  to  ferret  out  those  who  receive  too  much. 
This,  sir,  is  like  punishing  the  innocent  in  or- 
der to  detect  the  guilty;  and  comports  well 
with  the  principles  and  policy  of  those  gentle- 
men who  would  refuse  to  give  a  reasonable 
compensation  to  other  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, merely  because  the  Constitution  had  pro- 
hibited them  from  increasing  their  own  pay.  It 
strikes  me,  indeed,  sir,  that  the  argument  drawn 
from  New  York  is  an  unimportant  one  for  the 
gentleman,  and  that  the  one  based  upon  the  al- 
leged reduction  of  prices  in  the  expenses  of  liv- 
ing, is  equally  unavailable,  because  it  is  not  sup- 
ported by  fact. 

Mr.  HARPER  said,  he  should  support  the 
amendments  on  the  ground,  not  merely  because 
money  had  become  increased  in  value ,  Mr.  H. 
entered  into  a  statement  of  some  length,  re- 
specting the  expense  of  collecting  the  revenues 
in  Pennsylvania;  wherein  between  5  and  6,000 
dollars  were  expanded,  when  $1,500  would  be 
ample  compensation. 

Mr.  STODDERT  said,  he  was  in  favor  of  re- 
ducing the  number  of  officers;  there  were  more 
now  than  could  be  employed,  and  yet  they  were 
called  on  to  add  to  that  number  yet  another. — 
Not  a  dollar  in  the  way  of  retrenchment  had 
been  proposed.  Five  hours  a  day  was  the  full 
attendance  of  the  clerks  in  Washington,  whilst 
the  working  men  in  this  Union  had  to  labour 
hard  from  sun  rise  to  sun  set  for  a  dollar  a  day, 
and  then  thought  themselves  well  paid.  He 
believed  the  public  officers  were  entitled  to  come 
in  for  their  share  of  the  public  distresses.  Mr. 
S.  concluded  by  making  some  remarks  as 
to  the  custom-house  officers  of  Philadelphia, 
which  was  not  distinctly  heard  by  the  reporter. 
Mr.  FILLMORE,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama,  (Mr.  M'Kinlet)  said,  that  as  to 
plighted  faith  t„  the  public  officers,  he  had  no 
heard  that  any  pledge  had  been  given  to  any 
public  officer,  as  to  the  continuance  of  his  sala- 
ry, except  to  the  President  and  the  Judges. — 
The  consequence  of  such  a  pledge  would  be^ 
that  they  might  increase  a  salary  as  much  as  they 
pleased,  but  could  not  reduce  it!  The  errors  of 
one  legislature  could  never  be  corrected  by  an- 
other, unless  they  happened  to  find  the  ofices 
vacant.  It  had  been  asked,  how  would  this  re- 
lieve the  people?  And  they  had  been  told,  that 
if  they  wanted  to  relieve  the  people,  they  must 
first  reduce  the  taxes.  Now,  this  was  not  his 
notion.   He  should  say,  first,  reduce  the  salaries 


in  the  last  six  years,  a  court  of  Common  Pleas  I  of  officers,  then  reduce  the  taxes.  It  had  also 
had  been  created  by  law  for  the  city  of  New-  been  said,  that  if  they  did  not  give  the  money  to 
York,  with  three  Judges,  who  with  the  perqui-  Jthese  officers,  it  would  be  spent  in  internal  imj 
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provement.  Well,  granting  this,  surely  good 
roads,  useful  canals,  and  safe  harbours  would 
be  of  more  benefit  to  the  people,  than  officers 
who  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  take  their  salaries. 
But  it  had  been  said  that  these  officers 
suffered  with  the  community  at  large.  He 
did  not  suppose  so.  With  $100  they  could  pur- 
chase just  as  much  produce  as  they  could  form- 
erly with  $125.  With  regard  to  what  had  been 
termed  the  "humbug"  of  public  distress,  the 
great  staple  of  his  part  of  the  country,  wheat, 
had  been  depreciated  33  per  cent.  Hence,  in 
the  markets  of  his  constituents,  the  62£  cents 
of  the  office  holder  would  be  just  as  good  now, 
as  a  dollar  was  sometime  since.  This  might  be 
all  "humbug,"  but  his  constituents  could  not 
understand  it  to  be  so. 

Mr.  POLK  hoped  this  debate  would  be  arres- 
ted. This  bill  was  all-important  to  the  public 
service.  They  had  been  debating  it  for  four 
days,  and  had  only  got  to  the  4th  clause.  Here- 
tofore these  bills  had  been  passed  with  little  or 
no  discussion — a  mere  conversation  across  the 
floor.  Even  in  times  of  high  party  excitement 
such  had  been  the  course  pursued.  He  did 
hope  this  debate  would  not  be  continued. 

Mr.  C.  ALLAN  said,  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  (Mr.  Poi.k)  had  called  their  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  in  former  years  appropria- 
tion bills  had  passed  in  silence. 

Mr.  POLK  explained.  He  had  not  said  in 
silence,  but  without  much  discussion. 

Mr.  ALLAN  resumed.  He  did  not  deny  this. 
He  believed  it  was  too  true,  and  that  was  the  rea- 
son why  there  had  been  such  an  annual  march  in 
the  expenses  of  the  Government.  If  appropria- 
tion bills  had  been  duly  discussed,  there  would 
not  have  been  an  increase  of  eight  millions  of 
dollars  in  these  expenses.  Why  were  they  so 
often  told  they  were  arresting  this  bill  by  debate? 
Of  all  bills,  this,  in  his  opinion,  offered  the  fairest 
field  for  debate.  He  was  not  only  in  favor  of  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr. 
Vawce)  in  substance,  but  in  form  also.  He 
thought  it  had  been  introduced  at  the  proper  time 
and  in  due  order.  The  supply  bill  had  ever  been 
the  great  stand  of  liberty.  It  had  been  so  in  the 
British  House  of  Commons.  But  if  time  was  the 
object  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  why 
had  he  not  given  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  his 
promise  that  they  should  be  allowed  to  record 
their  votes;  that  the  prior  question  should  not  be 
called.  No !  the  hon.  gentleman  had  preferred 
discussion  to  this  promise.  How  did  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  himself  stand  as  to  this  pro- 
position? Was  not  that  gentleman  one  of  those 
who  had  formerly  proclaimed  to  the  country, 
that  the  expenditure  of  the  Government  was  pio- 
fuse  and  extravagant — that  there  were  too  many 
officers — and  that  if  he  and  his  party  came  into 
power,they  would  remedy  these  evils.  Well,they 
have  waited  till  the  fifth  month  of  the  fifth  year, 
since  that  party  did  come  into  power,  and  what 
had  been  done?  Nothing.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  had  promised  to  vote  for  a  committee 


vote  for  a  single  one  there.  He  (Mr.  A.)  thought 
this  was  the  proper  place  for  these  provisions.He 
was  in  favor  of  the  amendment  both  as  to  sub- 
stance and  form.  He  was  willing  to  aid  gentle- 
men in  fulfilling  promises  so  long  delayed.  As 
to  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama 
(Mr.  M'Kinlet)  that  they  ought  to  begin  by  re- 
ducing the  taxes,  he  would  observe,  that  it  had 
been  ascertained  that  there  would  probably  be  a 
deficiency  of  revenue.  The  present  state  of 
things  rendered  this  more  than  probable.  The 
Government  was  said  to  have  lost  $100,000  by 
the  failure  of  four  banks  within  sight  of  that 
Capitol. 

Mr.  POLK  asked  if  the  gentleman  statodthis 
from  official  information? 

Mr.  ALLAN  replied,  but  his  remarks  were 
not  distinctly  audible  to  the  reporter.  He  said 
that  he  was  bound  in  conscience  to  protest 
against  the  measure  which  had  placed  the  pub- 
lic treasure  in  tottering  banks.  Give  him  a  se- 
lect committee  and  he  solemnly  pledged  him- 
self to  prove,  that  those  banks  were  not  able 
to  honor  the  Government  drafts  for  the  sums 
deposited  with  them.  Even  a  bank  within  the 
sight  of  that  House  could  not  do  it.  He  obser- 
ved that  something  more  was  required  than  a 
mere  petty  inquiry.  A  select  committee  ought 
to  be  appointed,  and  an  inquiry  instituted  which 
should  embrace  the  whole  subject.  It  was  ne- 
cessary when  every  mail  brought  intelligence 
of  public  distrust  and  of  falling  and  fallen  mo- 
neyed institutions.  Four  banks  had  exploded  in 
the  very  sight  of  us;  and  with  regard  to  his  own 
constituents,  Mr.  Aiian  said,  he  should  be  glad 
to  compromise  the  loss  at  25  per  cent.  His 
friend  from  Alabama,(Mr.  McKinxey,)  need  not* 
he  thought,  talk  of  reduction  of  taxes  or  super 
abundance  of  revenue  under  prevailing  circum- 
stances. There  was,  in  his  opinion,  little  like- 
lihood of  either.  He  would  put  the  question 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,at  what  per  centage  he  would  insure  the 
safety  of  the  public  deposites  removed  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  transferred  to 
the  local  banks?  if  that  gentleman  himself  had 
ten  millions  to  carry  through  the  Union  would 
he  apply  to  Congress  to  deposite  the  money  in 
those  banks? 

A  rumor  was  floating  that  ten  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  were  already  lost,  by  the  failure  of 
these  banks.  We  should  like  to  know  the 
amount  of  loss  sustained. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  rose,  but  yielded  the 
floor  to  Mr.  Polk. 

Mr.  POLK  in  relation  to  this  rumor  would  un- 
dertake to  say  that  he  had  no  doubt  there  wa9 
not  the  slightest  cause  for  alarm.  In  the  Pa- 
triotic Bank  all  the  public  money  was  secured. 
In  the  Alexandria  Bank  the  small  revenue  of 
the  port  of  Alexandriahad  been  deposited  since 
the  year  1789.  He  had  thus  risen  in  reply,  in 
order  to  prevent  an  erroneous  impression  being 
created  on  the  public  mind. 

Mr.  ALLAN,  how  much  was  in  the  Bank  cf 
Alexandria  and  what  was  the  nature  of  the  se- 


of  inquiry,  by  way  of  decision;  and  another  gen- 
tleman had   admitted  there  were  many  valuable  I  curity  adverted  to? 
provisions  in  this  amendment,  but  he  could  not '      Mr,  POLK — Twenty .  odd  thousand. 
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nature  of  the  security  I  am  not  acquainted  with. 

Mr.  ALLAN  inquired  if  any  money  had  been 
deposited  in  that  bank  ? 

Mr.  POLK  said  he  did  not  know.  He  be- 
lieved not  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
What  might  have  been  done  by  the  accounting1 
officers,  he  could  not  be  supposed  to  know. 
He  deprecated  the  continuance  of  these  inci 
dental  discussions,  which  retarded  the  progress 
of  public  business  of  extreme  importance. 

To-morrow  and  Saturday  were  days  for 
private  bills  ;  and  yet  the  great  appropriation 
bills  were  not  disposed  of.  There  were  with 
others,  the  Indian  Bill,  the  Civil  List  Bill,  all 
upon  the  table  of  the  House.  There  were  the 
questions  of  the  bank,  and  the  currency  also  ; 
and  was  it  the  purpose  to  defeat  by  delay  all 
these  questions  >  If  so,  why  would  not  gentle- 
men march  boldly  and  avow  their  purpose  ?.He 
(Mr.  Polk,)  had  certainly  not  to  his  knowledge 
said  any  thing  to  draw  out  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  C.  Allah-  ;)  and  he  did  hope 
that  the  House  would  proceed  with  earnest- 
ness in  the  public  business,  as  far  as  he  (Mr. 
Polk)  was  concerned,  he  would  not  again  be 
drawn  into  such  a  discussion. 

Mr.  BEARDSLE Y  said,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  C.  Allan,)  had  pledged 
himself  to  prove  that  the  deposits  banks  are  un- 
able to  meet  the  drafts  of  Government.  He 
(Mr.  Beardsley)  hoped  that  the  gentleman 
was  prepared  to  give  the  grounds  of  his  infor- 
mation, for  the  satisfaction  of  his  own  constiu- 
ents  and  the  House. 

Mr.  ALLAN,  of  Kentucky,  said  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  (Mr.  Beardslet)  seemed 
to  think  that  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  made  a  proposi- 
tion which  called  for  the  special  notice  of  the 
House.  Now,  in  his,  (Mr.  A's.)  opinion  the 
manner  in  which  his  proposition  had  been  re- 
ceived, would  be  regarded  as  a  circumstance 
equally  worthy  of  note.  He  had  said  that  if  the 
House  would  give  him  a  fair  committee,  an  un- 
packed jury,  he  would  prove  to  the  nation  that 
the  banks  which  had  the  custody  of  the  public 
f  u  nds,  were  unable  to  redeem  their  notes.  Let 
it  be  tried,  and  before  to  morrow's  sun  should 
set  he  would  prove  it.  But,  sir,  said  Mr.  A.,  I 
do  not,  therefore,  acknowledge  the  right  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  to  interrogate  me  as 
to  the  sources  of  my  information.  He,  Mr.  A., 
had  made  the  charge,  and  it  was  for  the  gentle- 
man to  say  if  the  issue  should  be  tried.  He 
would  repeat  (hat,  give  him  this  committee,  with 
full  powers,  and  he  would  prove  these  banks  to 
be  unable  to  redeem  their  drafts  and  pay  their 
public  and  private  deposites.  If  he  failed  in  re- 
deeming that  pledge,  he  held  himself  willing  to 
come  under  any  censure  the  House  might  be 
pleased  to  inflict.  He  had  made  the  charge  up- 
on his  own  information  and  responsibility,  but  he 
was  not  bound  to  answer  the  interrogations  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York.  He  meant  no 
disrespe'et  to  the  honorable  member;  but  he 
would  again  call  upon  him  to  respond  in  another 
way,  and  he,  Mr.  A.,  was  prepared  to  enter  up- 
on the  charge.  He  wanted  his  constituents,  who 
were  hard-working  honest  people,  to  be  satisfied 


whether  the  moneys  were  safe  or  not.  For  him- 
self, he  believed  them  to  be  wholly  insecure, 
and  had  no  hesitation  in  giving  it  as  his  positive 
opinion  that  they  were  so. 

In  regard  to  the  wish  that  had  been  expressed 
that  this  discussion  should  cease,  he  Mr.  A., 
could  not  consent  to  it,  unless  the  gentleman 
from  whom  that  complaint  had  come  and  his 
friends  would  give  their  consent  to  another  thing. 
If  they  would  give  a  pledge  that  a  distinct  vote 
should  be  recorded  to-morrow,  for  himself  he 
was  willing  to  arrest  all  further  debate.  He 
could  not,  however,  consent  that  the  "go-by" 
should  be  given  to  the  proposition  of  his  hon- 
orable friend  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Vance)  by  an 
unrecorded  vote.  He  would  try  the  sense  of  the 
House,  and  should  thretore  move  that  the  com- 
mittee rise. 

The  motion  did  not  prevail — Ayes  47 — Noes 
73. 

Mr.  DENNY  said,  it  had  not  been  his  inten- 
tion to  say  one  word  in  relation  to  the  amend- 
ment before  the  House,  but  from  what  had  fal- 
Jen  from  the  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  he  could  j\ot  give 
a  silent  vote.  He  thought  that  honorable  gen 
tleman  had  failed  in  treating  the  House  with 
that  courtesy  it  deserved.  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman seemed  to  think  it  very  remarkable  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  should  have  been 
engaged  for  four  days  in  the  discussion  of  such 
a  bill  as  this,  because,  forsooth,  on  all  former 
occasions  no  such  delay  had  taken  place.  But 
he  would  call  upon  that  honorable  member  to 
look  at  the  state  of  the  country,  and  say,  whe- 
ther such  an  appeal  had  ever  been  made  upon 
the  House  of  Representatives  before.  Without 
discussion,  how  was  the  public  sentiment  to  be 
known?  The  measure  proposed  by  the  honor- 
able member  from  Ohio  was  one  of  too  much 
importance,  and  the  eyes  of  the  country  were 
too  deeply  fixed  upen  it,  to  warrant  that  House 
tn  passing  over  it  without  due  deliberation. — 
Surely  they  were  not  sent  there  to  take  up  a 
bill  ot  this  important  character,  and  pass  it  "sub 
silentioV  The  whole  subject  of  the  treasury 
was  involved  in  this  matter,  and  he  thought  the 
complaint  of  discussion  came  with  'a  very  bad 
grace.  He  thought  that  was  both  the  proper 
time  and  place  for  the  subject  before  them. — 
They  had  been  led  to  believe  that  the  receipts 
of  the  treasury  would  fall  far  short  of  what  had 
been  contemplated,  and  it  was  right  that  some 
preparation  should  be  made  to  meet  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  Government.  Was  it  fair  that  the 
laborer  alone  should  suffer  for  the  sole  benefit 
of  a  privileged  class?  This  was  the  present  ef- 
fect of  the  Executive  experiment. 

There  were,  said  Mr.  D.,  many  other  matters 
in  this  bill  which,  he  trusted,  would  not  be  pass- 
ed without  the  fullest  ard  most  ample  discus- 
sion. He  would  not  stop  to  enumerate  them, 
but  the  diplomatic  department  needed  great  re- 
vision, for  there  it  was  notorious  that  the  gross- 
est abuses  had  been  suffered  to  creep  in.  He 
cordially  supported  the  amendment  proposed. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  said,  it  was  an  objection, 
and  a  just  one,  that  appropriation  bills  had 
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been  heretofore  passed  in  too  great  haste.  Al- 
though he  concurred  in  opinion  with  the  honor- 
able member  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Polk)  that 
it  was  necessary  to  expedite  this  business  as 
much  as  possible,  yet  he  did  not  look  upon  the 
time  of  the  House  as  of  such  importance  as  the 
people's  money.  When  a  proposition  was 
brought  there  to  retrench  the  expenses  of  the 
Government,  it  ought  to  be  fully  and  deliberate- 
ly examined.  He  was  himself  disposed  to  say 
a  few  words  on  this  subject,  but  the  hour  being 
late,  and  seeing  those  around  him,  as  well  as 
himself,  considerably  exhausted,  he  should  move 
that  the  committee  rise. 

The  motion  was  lost,  ayes  72,  nays  82. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  and  Mr.  ALLAN,  of  Ky., 
made  some  further  remarks. 

After  a  few  further  remarks  by  Mr.  ALLAN, 
the  House  adjourned. 

Friday,  April  18,  1834. 
SENATE. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  ac- 
companying a  resolution  by  the  Legislature  o£ 
hat  S'ate,  in  favor  of  the  establishment,  by 
Congress ,  of  a  uniform  standard  of  weights  and 
measures. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 

Mr.  KENT  presented  the  memorial  of  800 
citizens  of  Prince  George's  county,  Maryland, 
comprising  a  decided  majority  of  the  legal  vo- 
ters of  that  county,  disapproving  of  the  remo- 
val of  the  deposites,  and  especially  the  destruc- 
tive manner  in  which  it  was  brought  about  by 
the  President,  praying  the  restoration  and  re- 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  but 
disclaiming  all  connexion  with  that  institution. 

Mr.  KENT,  on  presenting  the  memorial 
from  Prince  George's  county,  in  Maryland,  ad- 
dressed the  Senate  as  follows: 

Mr.  President  :  I  have  had  in  my  possession 
for  several  days  a  memorial  which  I  have  wished 
to  present  to  the  Senate,  but  peculiar  circum- 
stances have  intervened  to  prevent  it.  I  beg 
leave  now  to  offer  it.  It  comes  from  the  adjoin- 
ing county  of  Prince  George's,  in  the  State  of 
Maryland,  and  is  subscribed  by  eight  hundred 
persons;  a  decided  majority  of  all  the  legal  voters 
in  the  county. 

Those  memorialists  complain  of  the  removal 
of  the  public  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  of  the  improper  interference  of  the 
President  in  accomplishing  it,  and  the  conse- 
quent derangement  of  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
try, and  pray  that  the  deposites  may  be  restored 
and  the  bank  rechanered. 

They  inform  you  that  they  are  planters  and 
farmers,  and  that  they  have  no  connexion  with 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

I  know  them  well,  they  are  my  neighbors  and 
my  friends,  and  for  intelligence,  industry,  enter- 
prise, and  devotion  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
country,  would  compare  with  the  like  number 
residing  in  any  section  of  the  United  States. 

These  memorialists  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
relying  on  their  own  successful  exertions,  and 
this  is  the  first  time  within  my  recollection  that 


they  have  presented  their  grievances  to  either 
the  General  or  State  Governments;  but  like  many 
of  their  fellow  citizens  in  ether  parts  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  they  are  deeply  concerned  at  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  the  currency  and  commerce  of 
the  conntry. 

They  have  too  much  good  sense  not  to  know 
the  dependence  of  one  interest  upon  another, 
the  intimate  connexion  that  exists  between  agri- 
culture, commerce,  and  manufactures,  and  the 
entire  dependence  of  all  three  for  prosperity  upon 
a  sound,  wholesome,  and  equal  currency  pervad- 
ing every  part  of  the  country. 

Anterior  to  the  revolutionary  war,  we  had  a 
cruel  and  unnatural  Parental  Government.  The 
King  of  England  claimed  the  right  by  divine  au- 
thority to  tyrannise  over  us.  He  habitually  re- 
fused his  sanction  to  laws  deemed  salutary — ne- 
cessary by  us.  His  veto  power  was  freely  ex- 
erted against  us,  and  the  Legislative  bodies  of 
the  respective  colonies  were  prorogued  at  plea- 
sure by  the  hireling  Governors  of  his  appoint- 
ment. Having  freed  ourselves  from  the  trans- 
atlantic tyranny,  we  never  expected  to  be  involv- 
ed in  distress,  deep  distress,  by  the  cruel  and 
unnecessary  acts  of  our  own  Government.  For 
such  may  be  considered  the  late  schemes  in  rela- 
tion to  the  currency  of  the  country. 

Mr.  President,  those  memorialists  know  we 
are  in  a  state  of  profound  peace,  that  no  injuri- 
ous change  has  taken  place  in  our  foreign  rela- 
tions; that,  on  the  26th  day  of  September  last, 
the  fatal  day  on  which  the  order  for  the  removal 
of  the  public  deposites  was  given,  the  utmost 
prosperity  prevailed  throughout  the  country,  at 
that  time  every  interest  was  doing  well,  agricul- 
ture, commerce,  manufactures,  all  prosperous, 
we  were  blessed  with  a  currency  the  best  under 
the  sun,  superior  to  that  of  any  country  I  have 
any  acquaintance  with.  Money  co«ild  have  been 
transmitted  from  Maine  to  Orleans,  great  as  the 
distance  is  for  a  less  premium,  I  believe  than  it 
could  have  been  done  either  from  London  to 
Edinburg,  or  from  Paris  to  Bordeaux. 

Notwithstanding  the  existence  of  the  circum- 
stances thus  propitious,  our  public  agents  could 
not  be  influenced  by  that  good  old  adage,  "  let 
well  enough  alone;"  but  they  must  try  an  expe- 
riment upon  the  currency,  a  vital  part  of  the  so- 
cial system,  if  that  could  be  called  an  experiment 
which  had  before  been  tried  and  totally  failed,  (a) 

fa)  "The  increased  facilities  of  communica- 
tion and  inland  exchanges  have,  within  the  last 
years,  multiplied  to  an*  extent  heretofore  un- 
known, the  transactions,  cont  acts  and  respon- 
sibilities between  the  several  cities,  and  even 
the  most  remote  part  of  the  country. 

The  regularity  with  which  the  enormous  mass 
of  engagements,  resulting  from  these  tra>  tac- 
tions, spread  over  the  wlvle  country,  and  all 
intimately  connected  together ,  can  be  discharg- 
ed, depends  entirely  on  an  uninterrupted  con- 
tinuation of  the  ordinary  sales,  payments,  re» 
mittances  and  credits. 

The  whole  machinery,  by  which  business  in 
all  its  various  branches  is  carried  on,  is  credit 
extended  to  its  utmost  limits;  whatever  lessens 
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Sir,  this  scheme  was  fully  tested  from  1311  to 
1816.  1  was  here  an  actor  in  the  scenes  of  those 
days,  and  well  remember  the  ruinous  consequen- 
ces that  resulted  from  them.  The  experiment 
made  then,  soon  terminated  in  a  paper  currency 
of  a  description  so  bad,  that  I  shall  not  under- 
take to  describe  it.  It  continued  to  depreciate 
till  it  became  so  worthless,  that  the  members  of 
Congress  refused  to  receive  it  in  payment  for 
their  per  diem  allowance.  They  were  paid  in 
Treasury  notes  and  drafts  on  northern  banks, 
where  specie  payments  had  never  been  discontin- 
ued, and  those  were   sold  for  a   premium  which 


was  pocketed  by  the  members,  whilst  their  con- 


was  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  purest  and  wisest 
men  that  ever  participated  in  the  councils  of  the 
country. 

I  have  thought  proper,  Mr.  President,  to  al- 
lude to  those  facts  to  show  the  disastrous  conse- 
quences of  the  first  experiment  made  by  the 
Government  to  dispense  with  a  National  Bank, 
and  such  will  be  the  fate  of  the  second.  Like 
causes  will  produce  like  effects,  to  be  aggravated 
more  or  less  by  attendant  circumstances.  But  it 
is  said  the  democratic  party  are  in  favor  of  this 
ruinous,  this  destructive  scheme.  Not  so,  Mr. 
I  President,  where  are  to  be  found  the  remaining 


stituents  were  obliged  to  receive  the  depreciated 
paper  money  in  payment  for  their  hard  earnings, 
What  the  people  individually  lost,  and  what  the 
Government  lost  during  the  five  years  that  this 
first  experiment  was  going  on,  and  which  em- 
braced the  whole  period  of  the  late  war,  I  will 
not  attempt  to  estimate.  We  know  that  there 
is  enough  of  the  trash  of  that  day  now  remaining 
in  the  public  Tieasury,  called  unavailable  funds; 
which,  with  the  interest  added  to  it,  would  be 
sufficient  to  complete  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
rianal,  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail  Road,  and 
the  Delaware  Breakwater,  three  great  and  mag- 
nificent public  works  intimately  connected  with 
the  future  prosperity  of  the  country,     (b) 

Sir,  it  is  known  to  most  of  those  whom  I  have 
the  honor  to  address,  that  the  Government  was 
obliged,  during  the  greater  part  of  the  late  war, 
in  making  their  loans,  to  give  one  hundred  dol- 
lars in  stock  of  the  United  States,  bearing  six 
per  cent,  interest  for  eighty  dollars  of  this  depre- 
ciated paper  money,  worth  about  sixty-five  dol- 
lars. On  one  occasion  the  Government  was  re- 
duced so  low,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  compelled  to  entreat  an  individual  to  obtain 
a  loan  of  eighteen  hundred  thousand  dollars,  at 
one  hundred  of  stock  for  eighty  of  this  depreci- 
ated money,  and  which  was  to  have  a  retrospec- 
tive effect  upon  a  previous  loan,  in  consequence 
of  which  it  costthe  people  of  the  United  States 
twenty  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars,  indepen- 
dent of  interest  before  it  was  paid  off.  The 
same  individual  was  intreated,  at  the  same  time, 
to  procure  an  additional  loan  of  this  depreciated 
paper  money  at  eight  per  cent.  It  has  been 
well  believed  that  the  most,  if  not  all  those  loss- 
es could  have  been  avoided,  if  there  had  been, 
at  that  time,  a  sound  currency,  such  as  a  Na- 
tional Bank  would  have  given  us.     I  know  this 


high  Priests  of  the  old  democratic  party ;    the 


the  generat  confidence,  on  which  credit  is  foun- 
ded, must  necessarily  produce  a  fatal  derange- 
ment and  interruption  in  every  branch  of  busi- 
ness. Some  notion  of  the  magnitude  of  those 
engagements  may  be  found  by  a  view  of  those 
of  the  city  of  New  \  ore,  which  alone  amount 
to  five  millions  a  da^ ,  or  more  than  fifteen  hun- 
dred millions  af  dollars  a  year  " — Report  Union 
Committee,  written  by  Mr.  Gallatin— page  17 . 
(6)  "We  believe  that  the  pecuniary  loss  sus- 
tained on  the  loans  raised  during  the  suspension 
of  the  specie  payments,  and  from,bank  failures, 
exceeded  four  millions  of  dollars." — Mr.  G.  on 
banks  and  currency — page  51. 


democratic  party  of  '97,  '98. 

The  spurious  race  who  have  assumed  the 
name  at  the  present  day,  and  without  compre- 
hending the  principles  connected  with,  are 
wielding  the  influence  derived  from  it,  for  the 
destruction  of  both  the  liberties  and  prosperity  of 
the  country:  a  leading  feature  in  the  creed  of 
the  old  democratic  party,  was,  that  error  of 
opinion  might  be  tollerated  whilst  reason  was 
leftfire*  to  combat  it.  The  modern  race  have 
stricken  this  from  the  political  decalogue.  Where 
will  you  find  Mr.  Madison,  a  host  in  himself — 
where  is  Mr.  Gallatin?  they  were  deservedly 
prominent  in  those  days.  They  may  now  be 
justly  called  the  conscript  fathers  of  the  land,  and 
are  they  not  decidedly  hostile  to  the  mad  career 
of  the  present  day,  standing  as  it  were  between 
the  dead  and  the  living?  are  they  not  using  the 
last  exertions  of  expiring  nature  in  admonishing 
us?  Are  they  not  giving  us  the  benefit  ol  their 
long  experience,  their  deep  researches,  and  their 
thorough  knowledge  of  our  public  concerns? 
Yes,  sir,  they  are  daily  sheding  light  upon  diffi- 
cult subjects  of  policy,  and  their  opinions  must 
and  will  have  a  strong  tendency  to  correct  the 
evils  of  the  present  day.( 

Mr.  President  there  is  another  circumstance 
connected  with  the  removal  of  the  deposites  cf 
which  these  memorialists  complain.  They  ascribe 
the  act  to  the  President  and  not  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury;  and  let  us  see  how  far  they 
are  sustained  in"  this  opinion  by  what  Mr  Du- 
ane  says,  and  by  what  has  occurred  on  this  flow- 
Mr.  Duane,  in  his  third  letter  addressed  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  says,  that  "  on  the 
30th  May,  I  reached  Washington;  after  waiting 
upon  the  President,  on  the  next  day,  I  went  to 
the  Treasury  Department,  and  took  the  oath  of 
office  on  the  first  of  June — on  the  evening  of 
that  day  Mr.  Reuben  M.  Whitney  called  upon 
me  at  my  lodgings,  at  the  desiie,  as  he  said,  of 
the  President,  to  make  known  to  me  what  had 
been  done,  and  what  was  to  be  done,  in  relation 
to  the  United  States  Bank.  He  stated,  that  the 
Piesident  had  concluded  to  take  upon  himself 
the  responsibilty  of  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  remove  the  public  deposites 
from  the  United  States  Bank,  and  transfer  them 
to  State  banks;  that  he  had  asked  the  members 
of  the  Cabinet  to  give  him  their  opinions  on  the 
subject;  that  the  President  had  said,  that  Mr. 
Taney  and  Mr.  Barry  had  come  out  like  men 
for  the  removal;  that  Mr.  McLanc  hid  given  a 
long  opinion  against  itj  that  Mr.  Cass  was  sup- 
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posed  to  be  against  it,  but  had  given  no  written 
opinion;  and  that  Mr.  Woodbury  had  given  an 
opinion,  which  was  yes  and  no;  that  the  Presi 
dent  would  make  the  act  his  own,  by  addressing 
a  note  or  order  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury; 
that  Mr.  Amos  Kendall,  who  was  high  in  the 
President's  confidence,  was  now  preparing  that 
paper;  that  there  had  been  delay,  owing  to  the 
affair  at  Alexandria;  but  no  doubt  the  President 
would  soon  speak  to  me  on  the  subject;  that  the 
paper  referred  to  would  be  put  forth  as  the  pro- 
clamation had  been,  and  would  be  made  a  ral- 
lying  point;  that  he,   Mr.  Whitney,  had,  at  the 
desire  of  the  President,  drawn  a  memoir  of  ex- 
position, showing  that  the  measure  might  be 
safely  adopted;  and  that  the  State  banks  would 
be  fully  adequate  to  all  the  purposes  of  Govern- 
ment.    He  then  read  the  exposition  to  me,  and 
as  I  desired  to  understand  matters  so  important, 
and  so  singularly  presented  to  me,  I  asked  him 
to  leave  the  paper  with  me;  which  he  accordingly 
did.    He  also  read  to  me  divers  letters  from  in 
dividuals   connected  with   State  banks.      The 
drift  of  his  further  observations   was  to  satisfy 
me,   the  Executive  arm,   alone,    could  be   re 
lied   on,  to   prevent  a  renewal  of  the  United 
States  Bank  charter !  !  "      Mr.  Duane  could  not 
be  otherwise  than  mortified  and    disgusted  at 
this  open  attempt  to  degrade  him,  but  listened 
attentively  to  the  disclosures  made  to  him,  as 
the  plot  opened.      On  the   next  eveining  Mr. 
D.  says  "  Mr.  Whitney  called  again   on  me, 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Kendall,  (4th  Auditor,)  a 
gentleman  in  the  President's  confidence,   and 
who  would  give  me  any  further   explanations 
that  I  might  desire,    as  to  what   was  meditated 
in  relation  to  the  United  States  Bank  and  who 
called  on  me  because  he  was  about  to  proceed 
to  Baltimore.    The  next  morning  I  waited  on 
the  President  and  enumerated  the  representa- 
tions Mr.  Whitney  had  made,  and  their  correct- 
ness was  admitted."     Among  other  observations 
made  by  the  President,   he  remarked  "  that  the 
matter  under  consideration,  was  of  vast  conse- 
quence to  the  country,  that  unless  the  bank  was 
broken  down  it  would  break  him  down,  and  that 
if  the  last  Congress,  hsd  remained  a  week  longer 
in  session,  two-thirds  would  have  been  secured  for 
the  bank  by  corrupt  means,-  and  that  the  like 
result  might  be  apprehended  at  the  next   Con 
gress."      What  a  humiliating  picture  is  here 
drawn  by  the  Chief  Magistrate,  of  the  legislative 
department  of  the  Government — so  much  for  Mr. 
Duane's  letters.     It  fully  sustains  the  apprehen- 
sion of  the  memorialists.     Mr.  Duane  finally  re- 
fused to  perform  the  act,  at  the  President's  bid- 
ding.    For  this  refual  he  assigned  his  reasons 
to  the  President  in  a  letter  since  published  to  the 
world,  as  a  part  of  his  fourth  letter  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  and  which  does  equal 
credit  to  his  heart  and  his  head— it  is  unanswer- 
able. 

The  ground  taken  by  him,  he  says,  was  enfor- 
ced by  a  representation  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  with  unusual  ability.  This  paper  I  hope 
we  shall  see  hereafter.  Rumour  says  there  were 
two  other  papers  presented  in  favor  of  the  re 


ness,  party  zeal,  and  ignorance,  of  the  subject 
of  which  they  treated,  that  they  would  be  con  • 
sidered  curiosities  if  they  could  be  brought  to 
light — perhaps  it  would  be  better  for  the  repu- 
tation of  the  country  that  they  never  should. 

Sir,  the  Senate  knows  what  followed,  on  the 
23d  September,  Mr.  Duane  was  removed  from 
office.  Three  days  after  his  successor,  Mr. 
Taney,  signed  the  order  for  the  removal  of  the 
public  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States — a  period  too  short,  I  should  suppose,  to 
have  enabled  him  to  remove  the  official  rubbish 
necessarily  left  upon  his  table  by  his  predeces- 
sor, suddenly  removed  from  office,  much  less  to 
have  enabled  him  to  have  examined  this  impor- 
tant measure  in  all  its  bearings  upon  the  various 
interests  of  society — a  measure  calculated  to 
effect  every  human  being  in  the  United  States, 
especially  the  laboring,  the  productive  part  of 
community — a  measure  the  most  important  that 
could  possibly  be  presented  to  the  head  of  the 
financial  department  of  any  Government — and 
such  an  one  as  would  have  appalled  a  Tully,  a 
Pitt,  a  Fox,  a  Canning,  or  the  ablest  of  his  pre- 
decessors. 

It  was  embraced  with  more  avidity,  than 
would  have  been  becoming  in  a  juvenile  county 
court  lawyer,  who  was  about  to  defend  a  man 
charged  with  an  ordinary  assault  and  battery. 

But  this  apparent  precipitancy  has  been  ac- 
counted for  by  the  declarations  of  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee,  who  addressed  the  Senate  upon< 
this  subject,  with  his  usual  characteristic  inde- 
pendence he  has  disclosed  the  "secrets  of  the 
prison  house,"  and  I  for  one  "will  take  the 
ghost's  word  for  a  thousand  pounds."  He  said 
he  wished  the  Senate  distinctly  and  unequivocal- 
ly to  understand,  that  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
sites was  the  act  of  the  President,  and  not  of  the 
Secretary,  and  we  all  know  the  confidential  foot- 
ing the  honorable  Senator  is  very  properly  upon 
with  that  high  officer  of  Government.  At  the 
time  this  declaration  was  made,  I  considered  it 
"the  unkindest  cut  of  all"  at  the  Secretary,  after 
the  presentation  of  a  paper  purporting  to  con- 
tain his  reasons  for  the  performance  of  an  act 
which,  it  turns  out  he  never  performed,  notwith- 
standing I  now  believe  it  to  be  the  best  apology 
the  honorable  Senator  could  possibly  make  for 
the  Secretary's  apparently  unpardonable  haste  in 
the  adoption  of  one  of  the  most  important  mea- 
sures that  ever  was  inflicted  upon  a  distracted 
and  ruined  country. 

But  it  has  been  said  that  Mr.  Taney  had  given 
an  opinion  in  favor  of  the  measure,  and  there- 
fore was  prepared  to  act — at  the  time  it  is  un- 
derstood he  gave  this  opinion,  he  was  the  law 
officer  of  the  Government,  and  I  presume  it  re- 
lated exclusively  to  the  legal  part  of  the  ques- 
tion. Free  from  duress,  and  he  would  be  high- 
ly capable  of  giving  a  sound  opinion  on  such  an 
occasion.  As  to  the  financial  matter  connected 
with  the  subject,  I  presume  he  did  not  interfere 
with  it.  He  had  never  turned  his  attention  to 
such  questions,  and  dierefore  would  not  assume 
the  right  to  meddle  with  another  department  so 
far  as  to  obtrude  his  opinions  upon  the  gentle- 


moval  of  the  deposites,  so  remarkable  for  rash-  man  about  to  take  upon  himself  the  superinten 
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denceof  it.  Again,  Mr.  President,  at  the  time 
Mr.  Duane  had  not  been  suspected  of  that  con- 
tumely which  led  to  his  expulsion,  and  to  Mr 
Taney's  appointment,  and  until  those  events 
occurred,  if  Mr.  T.  has  stepped  beyond  the 
sphere  of  his  office  to  volunteer  opinions  calcu- 
lated to  embarrass  the  head  of  another  depart- 
ment, it  would  have  looked  too  much  like  en- 
tering into  a  conspiracy  to  ruin  one  of  his  col- 
leagues, that  he  might  profit  by  his  disgrace. 
Of  any  such  conduct  I  acquit  him  entirely,  he 
cannot  be  guilty  of  it — it  is  the  indiscretions  of 
his  apologists  that  would  place  himin  such  a  pre. 
dicament. 

The  history  of  the  country  sustains  me  in 
believing  that  no  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
ever  would  have  given  his  opinion  in  favor  of 
dispensing  with  the  Batik  of  the  United  States, 
as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government,  unless  he 
had  committed  himself  previously  to  his  ap- 
pointment, or  it  had  been  made  the  condition 
upon  which  he  was  to  hold  office. 

Let  him  occupy  the  Treasury  Department  for 
one  month,  acquire  any  degree  of  experience 
in  the  financial  transactions  of  the  country,  and 
he  never  would  voluntarily  consent  to  aban- 
don the  facilities  which  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  has  universally  afforded  in  the  collection, 
•afe  keeping,  and  transmission  of  the  public  re- 
venue. In  confirmation  of  my  opinion  the  Sen- 
ate will  recollect  with  what  tenacity  the  fiscal 
agency  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was 
adhered  to  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Gallatin,  Mr. 
Dallas,  Mr. Crawford,  and  Mr.  Duane.  (c.) 

Those  gifted  and  disinterested  men  knew  the 
value  of  such  a  public  institution,  and  delighted 
to  cherish  it.  The  moment  we  abandon  it  the 
public  interest  suffers. 

Mr.  Taney  is  the  first  Secratary  of  the  Trea- 
sury who  has  opposed  a  National  Bank. 

But,  Mr.  President,  there  are  some  circum 

(c)  Every  President  of  the  United  States,  from 
General  Washington  down  to  the  present  day, 
approved,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  some 
law  in  relation  to  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States, 

Mr.  Jefferson  approved  two  laws  during  his 
administration  in  reference  to  the  bank;  one  to 
establish  a  branch  bank  at  New  Orleans,  the 
other  to  punish  counterfeiters  of  its  notes,  thus 
yielding  h.s  constitutional  scruples  to  the  pro 
motion  of  the  great  interests  of  the  country. — 
Nay,  in  conformity  with  this  praiseworthy  feel- 
ing,  he  advised  General  Washington,  at  the  time 
of  the  passage  of  the  first  bank  bill,  in  an  opin- 
ion then  given,  dated  the  15th  February,  1791, 
treating  on  the  constitutionality  of  the  bank, 
"that  unless  the  President's  mind,  on  a  view  of 
every  thing  that  is  urged  for  and  against  this 
bill,  is  totally  clear  that  it  is  unauthorized  by  the 
Constitution;if  the  pro  and  con  hang  so  close  as 
to  balance  his  judgment,  or  just  respect,  for  the 
wisdom  of  the  legislature  would  naturally  decide 
the  balance  in  favor  of  their  opinion.lt  is  chiefly 
for  cases  where  they  are  clearly  misled  by  error, 
ambition,  or  interest,  that  the  Constitution  has 
placed  a  check  on  the  negative  of  our  Pres- 
ident" 


stances  connected  with  the  removal  of  the  pub- 
lic deposiles,  which  must,  and  will  forever, 
have  a  severe  bearing  upon  whomsoever  pos- 
terity and  the  future  historian  shall  fix  the  deed. 
Woe  be  unto  him,  on  whose  head  shall  fall  the 
execrations  of  a  ruined  community!  Mr. Duane, 
who  appears  to  have  viewed  the  act  with  a 
keen  and  scrutinizing  eye,  in  all  its  relations  to 
the  public  interest,  informs  us,  in  his  fifth  let- 
ter,  that  the  part  of  his  instructions,  prepared 
for  the  agent  who  was  to  negotiate  with  the 
banks,  which  directed  him  to  ascertain  "the  ef- 
fect of  the  removal  of  the  deposites  upon  the 
mutual  relations  of  banks  and  upon  society, 
which,  if  faithfully  collected,  would  disabuse 
the  Presidenl's  mind,"  was  striken  out;  and 
thus  •'  the  President  would  not  permit  his  own 
agent  to  collect  information  that  might  have 
disabused  his  own  mind,  or  instructed  his  cabi- 
net, whom  he  affected  to  consult.  If  the  in- 
foimation  called  for  by  the  instructions  as  at 
first  proposed,had  been  collected,  **I  feel  satis- 
fied, (says  Mr.  Duane,)  that  it  would  have  in- 
dicated the  evil  consequences  which  followed 
the  measures  of  the  President."  Mr.  Duane 
farther  remarks,  "  that,  whether  these  mea- 
sures, thus  wantonly  executed,  evinced, on  the 
part  of  the  President,  patriotism  and  magnani- 
mity, or  a  subserviency  to  a  selfish  cabal ,  the 
public  is  competent  to  determine." 

What  is  still  worse,  Mr.  President,  those  in- 
structions,  mutilated  as  they  were,  robbed  of 
their  most  essential  feature,  to  wit,  an  inquiry 
into  the  effect  and  bearing  which  this  vital  mea- 
sure would  likely  have  upon  the  general  trans- 
actions of  the  country,  were  thrown  aside,  the 
agent  informs  us,  in  his  report  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  dated  the  4th  Sept.,  1833, 
and  another  set  prepared,  more  congenial  to  his 
own  views. 

Gracious  God!  Mr.  President,  was  there  ever 
before  such  a  state  of  things,  in  any  age  or 
country?  Were  ever  the  interests  of  a  great 
and  growing  republic  thus  sported  with?  Was 
ever  a  generous,  grateful,  confiding  people, 
thus  cajoled,  thus  imposed  upon,  before?  From 
those  disclosures,  one  appalling  fact  is  made 
evident,  that  there  are  men  behind  the  scenes 
who  control  the  high  officers  of  Government, 
and  who  are  unknown  to  the  law  and  irresponsi- 
ble to  the  people.  Your  public  agents  are  forci- 
bly deprived  of  any  control  over  their  respec- 
tive departments.  Amos  Kendall  throws  aside 
the  instructions  prepared  for  him  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.relative  to  the  inquiries  re- 
lating to  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites. 
R.  M.  Whitney  had,  at  the  desire  of  the  Presi- 
dent, drawn  a  memoir  or  exposition,  showing 
that  the  removal  of  the  deposites  might  be  safe- 
ly made,  and  that  the  Stafe  banks  would  be 
fully  adequate  to 'all  the  purposes  of  Govern- 
ment. Mr.  President,  can  this  posssbly  be-the 
same  R.  M.  Whitney,  who  makes  such  a  sorry 
figure  before  the  Bmk  Committee,  whilst  sit- 
ting in  Philadelphia? 

|iAt  that  time.his  testimony  was  entirely  discre- 

diteJ.and  he  was  made  to  admit  that  he  had  been 

resident  in  Canada  from  1808  to  1816,andhad 
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taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  British  Go- 
vernment.  His  residence  in  Canada  embraced 
the  whole  period  of  the  war,  as  well  as  the  five 
years  during  which  the  first  experiment  to  dis- 
pense with  a  National  Bank  was  going  on.  He 
was,  therefore,  not  only  exempted  from  the 
perils  of  the  war,  but  free  from  those  sacrifi 
ces  which  would  unavoidably  be  produced  by 
a  depreciated  paper  currency,  and  very  pro- 
bably,  during  all  that  period,  profiting  by  the 
misfortunes  of  that  country  which  gave  him 
birth.  Mr.  President,  can  such  an  individual 
be  a  fit  advisor  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States?  Will  the  people  ever  consent  that  the 
destinies  of  this  great  and  growing  republic 
shall  be  placed  in  such  hands?  He  to  have  an 
active  agency  in  involving  us  in  our  present 
misfortunes!  It  is  enough  to  bring  down  the 
vengeance  of  Heaven  upon  us!  If  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  wants  additional  ad- 
visers, do  let  him  resort  to  high-minded,  ho- 
norable, intelligent  men.  The  country  abounds 
in  them. 

But  the  bank  is  a  monster,  and  must  be  put 
down!  It  was  created  by  law,  after  ample 
discussion  and  mature  deliberation,  through  the 
exertions  of  pure  and  able  men,  with  powers 
sufficient,  and  no  more,  to  achieve  a  great  and 
important  benefit  to  the  community,  to  wit,  the 
restoration  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks. 

It  accomplished  its  object  at  great  cost  and 
exptnse,  and  gave  us  a  currency  inferior  to  none 
that  ever  existed.  Every  interest  prospered  in 
consequence  of  this  new  condition  of  the  curren- 
cy, and  the  bank  would  have  continued  to  shed 
its  beneficial  influence  over  all  the  transactions 
of  the  country,  if  it  had  been  permitted  to  pursue 
its  course  to  the  end  of  the  charter.  In  a  mo- 
ment of  blind  infatuation,  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment of  the  Government  took  a  perverted  view 
of  the  interests  of  the  country,  and  determined 
to  arrest  its  progress.  Its  chartered  rights  were 
violated — the  public  money  removed  from  its 
vaults,  where,  but  a  short  time  before,  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  determined  it  to  be  safe, 
and  the  bank  threatened  with  insolvency;  and 
we  are  credibly  informed,  it  is  still  threatened 
with  bankruptcy  by  farther  acts  of  violation. 

Under  such  circumstances  the  bank  has  been 
censured  for  curtailing  its  discounts.  The  most 
ordinary  prudence  and  intelligence  would  have 
dictated  such  a  precaution  at  such  a  time.  From 
the  first  of  October  to  the  first  of  December  last, 
the  deposites  in  the  United  States  Bank  had  been 
reduced  #5,888,864  63  ;  up  to  which  period  its 
circulation  had  only  been  lessened  $477,266  47. 
In  the  same  period  the  deposites  in  the  Union 
Bank  of  Maryland  had  increased  $298,050  06, 
whilst  its  circulation  had  decreased  $82,158  00. 
Farther  returns  would  make  this  statement  equal- 
ly, if  not  more  favorable  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  From  the  foregoing  official  statement 
it  will  be  seen  at  once  how  much  more  liberal  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  able  to  be  than 
a  local  bank  could  possibly  be,  even  when  favor- 
ed with  the  public  deposites. 

I  have  not  adverted  to  this  statement  for  the 


*>urpose  of  censuring  the/Union  Bank. 


selected  because  it  was  in  Maryland  and  had  a 
large  capital.  No  doubt  it  had  done  all  in  its  pow- 
er to  accommodate  the  public — it  was  its  interest 
to  so  do.  Had  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
been  permitted  to  pursue  the  even  tenor  of  its 
way  to  the  end  of  its  charter,  the  community 
would  have  continued  to  have  received  the  usual 
facilities  from  that  institution,  and  at  its  termi- 
nation, its  funds  would  have  rapidly  passed  int» 
other  channels  for  the  public  accommodation. 
Under  such  circumstances,  had  the  bank  have 
attempted  to  create  the  slightest  pressure,  for  ef- 
fect, upon  the  community,  it  would  have  been 
overwhelmed  by  public  odium,  and  its  future 
prespects  prostrated. 

The  recharter  of  the  bank  had  been  opposed 
in  the  Senate  because  it  would  be  a  triumph, 
after  what  has  occurred,  over  the  President.  I 
have  a  better  opinion  of  the  President  than  to 
believe  that  he  would  permit  a  feeling  of  that 
kind  to  weigh  against  the  great  interests  of  the 
country,  but  should  it  not  be  rechartered,  it 
will  be  a  triumph  over  the  Legislative  Depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  over  the  immediate 
representatives  of  the  people,  chosen  to  enact 
the  law  whilst  the  President  has  but  a  limited 
supervision  over  the  execution  of  the  law.  Mr. 
President,  the  bank  has  been  represented  to  be 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  country.  When 
gentlemen  make  this  assertion,  I  do  not  doubt 
thtir  sincerity;  but  before  I  can  concur  in  this 
opinio  >,  I  must  believe  every  Department  of  the 
Government  corrupt — Legislative,  Judiciary, 
and  Executive,  to  each  of  which  the  bs»nk  is 
amenable.  At  one  time  the  foreign  stockhold- 
ers were  to  destroy  the  liberties  of  the  country, 
but  since  the  Manhattan  Bank  was  selected  as 
one  of  the  pet  banks,  a  large  proportion  ef  the 
stock  of  which  is  owned  by  a  foreign  nobleman, 
a  stop  has  been  put  to  that  preposterous  appre- 
hension. Now  it  is  the  money  of  the  bank 
with  which  the  liberties  of  the  country  are  to 
be  purchased.  When  divided  amongst  our 
present  population  it  would  amount  to  about 
two  dollars  and  sixty  two  and  one  half  cents 
each.  The  people  of  the  United  must  be  easi- 
ly bribed  indeed,  to  sell  their  liberties  for  such 
a  contemptible  sum. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  generally  admitted  that 
the  late  measure  of  the  Executive  has  been  an 
unfortunate  one,  that  it  will  prove  disastrous  to 
those  who  suggested  it,  I  have  no  doubt,  that 
it  has  produced  ruin  and  misery  throughout  the 
country,  the  records  of  the  Senate  i'urnuh  la- 
mentable evidence. 

Then  let  the  Executive  retrace  his  steps;  it 
cannot  restore  those  to  their  former  condition, 
who  have  already  been  ruined,  but  it  may  save 
hundreds  of  thousands,  who  are  on  the  brink  of 
ruin.  Besides,  it  will  make  some  attonement 
to  the  violated  laws — to  an  outraged  Constitu- 
tion. 

If  there  is  a  member  of  the  Senate  who 
doubts  the  reality  of  that  distress  which  we  are 
informed  pervades  the  whole  country,  let  him 
mingle  among  the  worthy  citizens  of  this  dis- 
trict— let  him  learn  from  that  portion  of  them 


It  was  J  not  fed  out  of  the  public  crib,  the  ruin  of  their 
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banks,  the  entire  want  of  a  circulating  medium, 
the  des'ructiijh  of  confidence,  and  the  total  los> 
of  business.  Mr.  President,  I  believe  I  have 
now  noticed  the  prominent  points  in  the  memo- 
rial I  am  about  to  present  ;  be  assured  the  re 
presentation  made  in  it  by  the  eight  hundred 
•ubicribers  to  it  is  no  fiction,  it  is  real.  In  the 
mont  i  of  October  lust  they  were  prosperous, 
contented  and  happy.  The  industrious  hus- 
bandman was  well  rewarded  for  his  toil.  Then 
wheat  was  selling  readily  for  one  dollar  :  nd  fit' 
teen  cents;  their  tobacco,  the  staple  of  tin 
country,  was  at  a  high  price,  and  improving  ; 
property  of  every  kind  was  sold  readily  at  tht 
best  prices.  Now,  sir,  this  picture  is  ruined. 
Their  wheat  is  dull  at  75  cents;  the  price  for 
their  tobacco  reduced,  and  that  nominal;  proper- 
ty greatly  fallen  in  value,  their  currency  has 
vanished;  their  circulating  medium  has  disap 
peared,  and  a  universal  distrust  and  gloom  over 
shadows  them. 

The  memoral  was  read,  referred,  and  order- 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MOORE  presented  several  additional 
documents  in  support  of  the  claims  of  the  heirs 
ol  Major  General  Lord  Stirling.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  from 
Archibald  W  Hamilton,  late  assistant  deputy 
quarter  master  general  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  W R| G i  IT  also  presented  memorials  from 


lution  on  his  late  usurpation  of  power,  or  rath- 
er the  President's  manifesto  of  his  assumption 
of  all  power,  was  now  taken  up,  the  question 
being  on  Mr.  Poixdexteh's  motion  not  to  re- 
ceive it. 

Mr.  LEIGH  said,  that  whatever  surprise  the 
paper  sent  hither  by  the  President,  and  read 
yesterday,  nvght  have  produced  out  of  doors, 
he  presumed  there  was  no  member  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  whom  it  came  unexpected.  Ev>  ry  man 
here  must  have  been  aware,  for  some  time  past, 
>f  the  actual  commencement  of  hostilities  by 
that  potentate  against  this  body,  and  prepared, 
of  course,  for  the  public  declaration  of  war  that 
was  so/m  to  follow.  The  language  of  this  man- 
ifesto had  been  described  by  the  friends  of  the 
administration,  as  temperate  and  moderate;  and 
it  was  temperate  enough,  in  the  sense  in  which 
'hat  epithet  might  be  applied  to  all  denuncia- 
tions of  war  by  civilized  powers,  in  modern 
times — as  temperate  as  is  compatible  with  the 
nature  and  purpose  of  such  denunciations. 
There  was  nothing  in  the  mere  language  of  this 
extraordinary  paper,  that  was  offensive  to  him: 
it  was  the  act  itself  that  roused  his  indignation. 
He  felt  that  sentiment  very  strongly  —never,  on 
on  any  occasion,  more  strongly :  and,  if  he 
were  to  indulge  the  expression  of  his  feelings, 
he  should  not,  like  the  gentleman  from  Maine, 
(Mr.  Spraooe,)  speak  more  in  grief  than  in  an- 
gc;  much  less  would  his  language  be  in  unison 
with  that  cheerful  mood  in  which  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  (Mr.  King,)  had  spoken  on  the 


the  following  places  i'»  the  State  of  New  York,  I  subject — for  he  felt  as  if  we  were  even  now 
viz:— P  ttsford.  in  the  town  of  Seneca  falls,  the!  treading  among  the  ruins  of  the  Constitution, 
county  of  Nockland,  and  the  county  of  Ren-  j  He  shoul  I,  however,  endeavor  to  suppress  all 
salaer.  The  memorialists  prayed  that  the  de- 1  emotions  of  passion.  His  purpose  was  to  exa- 
posites  might  not  be  restored  to  the  United! mine  this  act  of  the  President,  the  motive  that 
States  Bank;  and  that  the  said  bank  might  not  obviously  dictated  it,  its  manifest  design  and  ob- 
be  rechartered.      The  documents  were  seve-  ject,  and  the  mischief  which  it  but  too  certainly 


rally  referred  to  the  Committe  on  Finance,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Elijah  Simmons,  of  Alabama.  Read  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Mai  inus  Gilbert,  and  others.  Read  and  order- 
ed to  a  second  reading. 

Mr-  LINN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  in  regard  to  the 
location  of  certain  lands  in  Missouri;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  WILKINS  gave  notice  that,  as  soon  as 
the  Senator  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Leigh)  who 
was  in  possession  of  the  floor  should  have  con- 
cluded his  remarks,  he  would  move  that  the 
6enate  go  into  executive  session.  This  was 
rendered  necessary,  Mr.  W.  said,  by  an  impor- 
tant matter  connected  with  our  foreign  rela- 
tions which  required  immediate  settlement. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POINDEXTER,  it  was 
ordered  that  when  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  ad- 
journ to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

SPECIAL  ORDER. 

The  protest  of  the  President  of  the  United 


portended . 

What  then,  said  he,  is  the  true  character  of 
the  act?  It  is  apparent  in  every  line  of  this  pa- 
per; neither^,  in  truth,  is  there  any  dispute  about 
it — for  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  who  had 
certainly  been  previously  apprized  of  its  con- 
tents, since  he  came  prepared  with  extracts 
from  The  Federalist,  to  sustain  some  of  the  posi- 
tions assumed  by  the  President — extracts,  of 
which,  without  the  spirit  of  divination,  he 
could  not  have  seen  the  application  to  the  pur- 
pose, unless  he  had  a  previous  accurate  know- 
ledge— the  gentleman  from  Missouri  tells  us, 
that  this  is  a  solemn  appeal  to  the  American 
people  by  the  President  against  the  Senate  ;  an 
appeal,  he  must  allow,  such  as  has  never  before 
been  attempted  or  thought  of.  And  I  add,  and 
shall  prove,  that  this  is  a  quarrel  causelessly 
sought  by  the  President  with  the  Senate,  to 
be  submitted  to  the  decision  of  the  people,  in 
which  he  hopes  for  victory,  and,  if  he  succeeds, 
is  prepared  to  avail  himself  of  all  the  advantages 
of  victory  to  the  uttermost 

The  President  proposes  a  trial  of  the  weight 
of  his  personal  popularity  and  of  the  Executive 
influence,  against  the  constitutional  powers  and 
rights  of  the  Senate,  and  the  privilege  of  this 


States  against  the  passage  of  Mr.  Cut's  reso- 1  branch  of  the  Legislature  to  exercise  its  own 
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judgment  concerning  its  own  rights  and  duties 
He  undertakes  to  prescribe  to  us  the  limits  of 
bur  Legislative  functions.     If  he  fail  in  this  (rial 
of  his  strength,  the  only  consequence  will  be 
gome  mortification  of  his  pride,  and  a  grievous 
disappointment  of  the  gratification    of  those 
fierce  and  burning  resentments,  which  but  too 
plainly  influence  all  his  actions:  the  Constitution 
will  remain  unaltered  and  unimpaired.     But  if 
the  people  shall  sustain  him  in  this  appeal,  the 
constitution  of  the  Senate  will  be  directly  at- 
tacked.    He  has  indicated  his  own  personal  mo- 
tives; and  the  political  objects  he  is  seeking  to 
accomplish  in  respect  to  the  Senate,  in  this  very 
paper,  and  that  in  language  too  plain  to  be.  mis- 
understood by  any  man  wh©  will  not  shut  his 
mind  to  every  thing  but  plain  unequivocal  avow- 
al.    He  says— "If  the  censures  of  the   Senate 
be  submitted  to  by  the  President,  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people  in  his  ability  and  virtue, 
and  the  character  and  usefulness  of  his  adminis- 
tration,  will  soon  be  at  an  end,   and  the  real 
power  of  the   Government  will  fall  into  the 
bands  of  a  body,  holding  their  offices  for  long 
terms,  not  elected  by  the  people,  and  not  to 
them  directly  responsible.      If,   on  the  other 
hand,  the  illegal  censures  of  the  Senate  should 
be  resisted  by  the  President,  collisions  and  an- 
gry controversies  might  ensue,  discreditable  in 
their  progress ,  and  in  the  end  compelling  the 
people  to  adopt  the  conclusion,   either   that 
their  Chief  Magistrate  was  unworthy  of  their  re- 
spect, or  that  the  Senate  was  chargeable  with 
calumny  and  injustice.     Either  of  these  results 
would  impair  public  confidence  in  the  perfec- 
tion of  the  system,  and  lead  to  serious  altera- 
tions of  its  frame  work,  or  to  the  practical  aban- 
donment  of  some  of  its  provisions."    And  in 
another  part,  he  says,  but  if  the  Senate  have  a 
right  to  interfere  with  the  Executive  powers, 
they  have  also  the  right  to  make  that  interfere- 
ence  effective;  and,  if  the  assertion  of  the  pow- 
er implied  in  the  resolution  be  silently  acqui- 
esced in,  we  may  reasonably  apprehend  that  it 
will  be  followed,  at  some  future  day,  by  an  at- 
tempt at  actual  enforcement.     The  Senate  may 
refuse,  except  on  the  condition  that  he  will  sur- 


sions  to  the  constitution  ofj  this  £ody,  "holding 
their  offices  for  long  terms,  not  elected  by  the 
people,  and  not  to  them  directly  responsible," 
the  corrective  which  the  President  is  aiming  at? 
No  one  can  suppose,  that  "the  serious  altera- 
tions of  the  frame  work,  or  the  practical  aban- 
donment of  some  of  the  provisions,"  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  he  expects  will  grow  out  of 
these  collisions  between  the  Executive  and  the 
Senate,  will  be  of  a  nature  to  reduce  the  pa- 
tronage, power,  and  influence  of  the  former. 

The  House  of  Representatives  (it  must  in  de- 
cency be  presumed)  will  make  no  appropria- 
tions which  it  does  not  think  wise  and  just;  nor 
the  President  any  nominations  which  he  does 
not  think  proper;  but  the  Senate,  in  its  legisla- 
tive capacity,  has  an   express  power,  by  the 
Constitution,   to  agree  to  the  appropriations 
proposed  by  the   other  House,  or  to  dissent 
from  them,  according  to  its  judgment;  and,  in 
the  exercise  of  its  Executive  functions ,  to  give 
or  withhold  its  assent  to  the  nominations  of  the 
President,  according  to  its  sense  of  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  the  nominees;  and  yet  this  exer- 
cise of  our  undoubted  powers  is  to  be  held  up 
to  the  people  as  a  manifestation   of  the  design 
of  the  Senate  to  concentrate  "the  real  power  of 
the  Government  into  its  own  hands!"   The  dis- 
agreement of  the  Senate  to  appropriations  pro- 
posed by  the  other  House,  is  a  very  common 
case  and  its  disapprobation  of  some  of  the  nom- 
inations already  made  by  the  President  or  ex- 
pected from  him,  may  very  certainly  be  antici- 
pated.    Such  proofs  of  our  lust  of  domination 
he   has  reason  enough  to  expect,  will  soon  be 
publicly  exhibited  to  the  world.     And,  if  the 
people  shall  sustain  the  President  in  this  his  ap- 
peal against  the  Senate,  it  requires  no  political 
sagacity  to  foresee,  and  I  venture  to  predict, 
that  he  will  then  aim  at  absolute  conquest;  over 
this  devoted  body;  he  will  then  insist  that  its 
share  of  the  appointing  power  shall  be  taken 
away;  that  the  Senatorial   term  of  service  shall 
be  shortened;  that  the  Senators  shall  be  made 
subject  to  recall  during  their  term,  and,  per- 
haps, that  the  election  of  them  shall  be  trans- 
ferred from  the  State  Legislatures  to  the  peo- 


render  his  opinions  to  theirs  and  obey  their  will,  pie;  and  he  will  exert  the  whole  influence  of 
to  perform  their  own  constitutional  functions;  |  his  personal  popularity  and  Executive  patron- 
to  pass  the  necessary  laws;  to  sanction  appro- 
priations proposed  by  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, and  to  confirm  proper  nominations  by 
the  President."  Who  does  not  see,  in  these 
expressions,  the  manifestation  of  those  person- 
al motives,  which  have  impelled  the  President 
to  hostilities  against  the  Senate?  That  "the 
confidence  of  the  people  in  his  ability  and  vir- 
tue, and  the  character  and  usefulness  of  his  ad- 
ministration," is  the  object  that  constitutes  the 
personal  motive  of  his  conduct?  Who  does  not 
see,  that  the  refusal  of  the  Senate  "to  sanction 
appropriations  proposed  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  to  confirm  proper  nominations 
by  the  President,"  are  to  be  regarded  by  him, 
and  to  be  held  up  to  the  people,  as  "anattempt," 
on  our  part,  "at  actual  enforcement"  of  our 
right  "to  interfere  with  the  Executive  pow- 
e«?"    Who  does  not  also  see,  in  those  allu 


age  (the  latter  of  which  is  vast  beyond  calcula- 
tion, almost  beyond  imagination,)  to  accomplish 
these  "serious  alterations  in  the  frame  work" 
of  the  Constitution.  It  is  not  my  purpose,  at 
present,  to  inquire  whether  such  alterations 
would  be  wise  or  not.  I  only  say ,  they  would 
amount  to  a  revolution  in  the  Government.  The 
adoption  of  them  will  abolish  the  only  check 
which  the  wisdom  of  our  fathers  found  it  prac- 
ticable to  devise,  to  guard  against  the  predom- 
inance of  the  national  features  of  our  institutions 
over  the  federal,  and  of  the  Executive  over  the 
other  departments  of  this  Government. 

Sir,  these  designs  against  the  Senate  are  only 
not  avowed.  I  as  confidently  believe  them  to 
exist  as  if  they  were  ever  se  distinctly  avowed. 
I  shall  never  wait  till  politicians  or  generals 
think  proper  to  promulgate  their  plans  of  op- 
erations.   The  love  of  contest,  and  the  passion 
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for  conquest,  have  marked  the  character  and 
conduct  of  General  Jackson  throughout  his  life. 
He  has  conquered  every  individual  that  stood 
in  his  way;  he  has  conquered  the  bank;  he  is 
no*  aiming  at  conquest  over  the  Senate,  and,  if 
he  shall  achieve  that,  he  may  then  turn  his  arms 
with  success  against  the  whole  Constitution. 
I  do  not  say,  because  I  do  not  suspect,  that  he 
is  now  looking  to  this  ulterior  conquest,  but 
that,  at  present,  he  is  aiming  at  conquest  over 
the  Senate;  and  if  the  people  shall  sustain  him 
in  this  appeal  against  us,  he  will  have  it  in  his 
power  to  achieve  this  conquest  over  us  to  the 
utmost  extent  of  his  wishes.  I  have  not  the 
least  confidence  in  his  moderation  or  clemency 
•fter  victory . 

An  appeal  to  the  President  of  the  American 
people  against  the  Senate,  with  a  view  to  ac- 
complish, or  even  to  suggest  a  change,  formal 
or  informal,  in  the  Constitution  of  the  latter, 
through  the  direct  intervention  of  the  people, 
is,  in  its  very  nature,  of  a  revolutionary  charac- 
ter. In  representative  republics  like  ours,  when 
once  the  Government  is  established,  the  people 
always  act  through  their  agents-,  their  constitu- 
ted authorities — they  never  resume  the  original 
powers  inherent  in  them,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
altering  or  abolishing  the  ancient  forms,  and  es- 
tablishing new — and  whenever  one  department 
of  the  Government  appeals  directly  to  the  peo- 
ple against  another,  and  invokes  their  interposi- 
tion, it  expects  the  people  no  longer  to  act 
through  their  constituted  authorities,  but  to  act 
against  them — to  supersede,  to  abolish,  or  at  the 
least  to  alter  them.  The  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  the  Senate  are  co-ordinate  branches 
of  the  Federal  Legislature.  The  Executive 
is  not  exactly  a  co-ordinate  department  of  the 
Government.  Until  the  President  developed 
the  faculties  of  the  Executive  power,  all  men 
thought  it  inferior  to  the  legislative- -he  mani- 
festly thinks  it  superior;  and,  in  his  hands,  the 
monarchial  part  of  the  Government  (for  the  Ex- 
ecutive is  monarchial,  though  it  be  elective 
for  a  term  of  years,  by  which  it  was  hoped- -I 
now  fear,  vainly  hoped — to  obviate  mischief 
from  its  power)  has  proved  far  stronger  than 
the  Representatives  of  the  people,  stronger  than 
the  Representatives  of  the  States,  stronger  than 
both  combined;  and,  if  success  shall  still  attend 
his  inordinate  pretensions,  he  will  soon  tame 
them  to  absolute  submission.  He  has  proclaim- 
ed to  the  world,  that  neither  "the  voice  of  the 
Legislature,  nor  the  will  of  the  people,"  shall 
induce  him  to  change  his  course  of  measures. 
He  has  no  respect  for  the  opinion  of  the  people 
when  that  opinion  is  against  him;  he  only  ap- 
peals to  the  people,  when  he  wants  their  aid  to 
subdue  the  Senate.  The  Republic  is  in  dan- 
ger. 

I  have  said,  that  the  President  has  raised  this 
quarrel  with  the  Senate,  without  cause  or  prov- 
ocation. His  pretext  for  it  is  one  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  this  House  on  the  subject  of  the  depo- 
sites,  which  is  in  these  words --"Resolved,  That 
the  President  of  the  United  Stases,  in  the  late 
Executive  proceedings,  in  relation  to  the  public 
revenue,   has  assumed  upon  himself  authority 


and  power  not  conferred  by  the  Constitution  and 
Laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both."  The  lan- 
guage of  the  resolution  was  carefully  selected, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  imputation  of  crime:  it  is 
not  affirmed,  that  he  has  usurped  constitutional 
and  illegal  power,  for  the  phrase  would  have 
imported  design  and  wilfulness;  it  is  not  said, 
that  he  has  wilfully  assumed,  but  only  that  he 
has  assumed,  namely,  taken  upon  himself,  such 
power;  it  is  not  said,  that  he  has  done  this,  in 
violation,  in  defiance,  or  in  contempt  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws,  but  in  derogation  from  them 
— that  is,  that  his  measures  intended  to  impair 
them,  or  to  prevent  or  weaken  their  operation. 
There  is  not  a  word  in  the  resolution  that  im- 
plies a  criminal  intent;  nor  was  it  intended  to 
impute  one. 

But  the  President  reads  this  resolution,  as  if  it 
charged  him  with  having  criminally  usurped 
power,  in  wilful  violation  of  the  Constitution 
and  laws.  Behold  how  he  justifies  this  inter- 
pretation of  it !  He  says — "That  the  language 
of  the  resolutions  does  not  expressly  allege  that 
the  assumption  of  power  and  authority,  which  it 
condemns,  was  intentional  and  corrupt,  is  no 
answer  to  the  preceding  view  of  its  character  and 
effect.  The  act  thus  condemned,  necessarily  im- 
plies violation  and  design  in  the  individual  to  whom 
it  is  imputed,  and,  being  unlawful  in  its  character, 
the  legal  conclusion  is,  that  it  teas  prompted  by  im- 
proper motives,  and  committed  with  an  nntawful 
intent.  The  charge  is  not  of  a  mistake  in  the 
exercise  of  supposed  powers,  but  of  the  assump- 
tion of  powers  not  conferred  by  the  Constitution 
and  laws,but  in  derogation  of  both,  andnothing  it 
suggested  to  excuse  or  palliate  the  turpitude  of  the 
act.  In  the  absence  of  any  such  excuse,  or  pal- 
liation, there  is  only  room  for  one  inference ;  and 
that  is,  that  the  intent  was  unlawful  and  corrupt. 
Besides,  the  resolution  not  only  contains  no  miti- 
gating suggestion,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  holds 
up  the  act  complained  of,  as  justly  obnoxious  to 
censure  and  reprobation  :  and  thus  as  distinctly 
stamps  it  with  impurity  of  motive,  as  if  the 
strongest  epithets  had  been  used."  Now,  I  have 
always  understood,  and  I  should  have  supposed 
that  the  President,  who  has  been  a  judge,  would 
have  known,  that  the  allegation  of  a  criminal  in- 
tent, is  of  the  essence  of  every  criminal  accusa- 
tion ;  and  I  apprehend,  that  it  never  before  was 
imagined,  that  the  omission  to  allege  criminal 
intent,  was  supplied  by  an  omission  of  any  cir- 
cumstances of  excuse  or  justification,  that  might 
lead  to  acquittal.  Neither  is  there  but  one  sup- 
position on  which  this  reasoning  of  the  President 
can  hold  good ;  and  that  is,  that  he  is  so  pro- 
foundly versed  in  the  Constitution  and  laws,  and 
so  well  know  to  the  whole  world,  and  especially 
to  the  Senate,  to  be  an  infallible  judge  of  them, 
that  it  is  impossible  for  any  one  to  impute  a  de- 
parture from  them,  by  him,  to  mistake,  or  error 
of  judgment ;  and,  therefore,  the  Senate  must 
have  intended  to  charge  his  aberrations  to  a  wil- 
ful criminal  design  to  violate  the  Constitution 
and  laws,  which  it  is  his  duty  to  observe  and  main- 
tain. Surely,  sir,  this  man  is  possessed  with  a 
degree  of  presumption  that  never  mortal  man  be- 
side was  cursed  withal !   A  presumption,  which, 
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whether  it  proceeds  from  native  vanity,  or  the 
favors  of  fortune,  or  the  poison  of  flattery,  must 
be  to  himself  a  copious  source  of  error,  as  well 
as  of  bitterness,  and  of  evil  to  his  country. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  has 
been  often  charged  with  giving  judgments  con- 
trary to  the  Constitution— the  President  himself 
has  made  such  charges  against  that  Court.  Con- 
gress has  been,  over  and  over  again,  charged 
with  passing  laws  not  warranted  by  the  Consti- 
tution— and  the  President  has  repeatedly  alleged 
this  against  the  legislature.  Congress  has  been 
charged  with  passing,  and  the  President  with 
approving,  unconstitutional  acts  ;  and,  if  I  am 
rightly  informed,  the  President  has  alleged  this 
in  respect  of  acts,  or  parts  of  acts,  which  he  him- 
self has  approved.  In  debate  here,  gentlemen 
are  daily  contending  that  the  opinions  and  votes 
of  each  other  are  contrary  to  the  Constitution. 
Who  ever  thought  that  such  allegations  implied 
a  charge  of  crime — of  a  wilful  violation  of  the 
Constitution  ?  It  is  only  when  such  an  allega- 
tion is  brought  by  the  Senate  against  the  Presi- 
dent,— by  this  Senate  against  this  President, — that 
the  Senate  must  necessarily  intend  to  arraign 
him,  without  any  impeachment  from  the  other 
House,  and  to  try  and  convict  him  without  a 
hearing.  And  this  is  the  daring  violation  of  the 
Constitution  for  which  the  President  appeals  to 
the  American  people  against  the  Senate ! 

If,  Mr.  President,  the  Senate  had  entered  into 
an  examination  of  the  recent  measures  of  the 
Executive,  and  declared  them  faultless— or,  if 
we  had  held  the  opinion,  that,  though  those 
measures  were  illegal  and  unconstitutional,  yet 
his  motives  were  most  pure  and  patriotic,  and 
his  proceedings  judicious,  politic,  and  necessary, 
and  that  he  Was  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  his 
country,  and  to  the  support  of  Congress— If  the 
Senate  had  thus  pronounced  judgment  of  acqui- 
tal  of  the  President,  without  any  anticipation  of 
an  impeachment  by  the  other  House,  and  much 
more  with  a  certainty  that  there  was  to  be  no 
impeachment ;  I  apprehend  he  would  then,  have 
seen  distinctly  enough,  that  we  were  acting  in 
•ur  legislative,  not  in  our  judicial,  capacity.  In- 
deed, the  President  intimates  such  an  opinion,  in 
the  complaint  he  makes,  that  our  resolution  sug- 
gests nothing  to  excuse,  palliate,  or  mitigate, 
the  misconduct  imputed  to  him .  But  I  have  ne- 
ver heard  of  but  one  precedent  for  this  principle 
and  form  of  proceeding;  and  that  is  to  be 
found  in  the  example  of  a  certain  prostituted 
editor,  whom  you  and  I  wot  of— all  the  rest  of 
mankind  have  been  of  opinion  with  the  Senate, 
that  unconstitutional  and  illegal  conduct  in  a 
Chief  Magistrate,  though  it  may  not  be  criminal, 
is  yet  not  a  just  subject  for  praise  and  grati- 
tude. 

The  President  himself  holds  the  Senate  crim- 
inal, not  only  on  account  of  what  it  has  done, 
but  on  account  of  what  it  has  not  done;  he  not  only 
refers  to  the  resolution  which  the  Senate  did  adopt, 
but  to  one  which  was  proposed,  but  not  adopted. 
Hear  him— "  Still  further  to  exemplify  this  fea- 
ture of  the  proceeding,  it  is  important  to  be  re- 
marked, that  the  resolution,  as  originally  offered 
to  the  8onate,  specified,  with  adequate  precision, 


certain  acts  of  the  President,  which  it  denounc- 
ed as  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  and  laws ; 
and  that  it  was  not  until  the  very  close  of  the 
debate,  and  when,  perhaps,  it  was  apprehended 
that  a  majority  might  not  sustain  the  specific  ac 
cusation  contained  in  it,  that  the  resolution  was 
so  modified  as  to  assume  its  present  form.  A 
more  striking  illustration  of  the  soundness  and 
necessity  or  the  rules  which  forbid  vague  and 
indefinite  generalities,  and  require  a  reasonable 
certainty  in  all  judicial  allegations,  and  a  more 
glairing  instance  of  the  violation  of  those  rules, 
has  seldom  been  exhibited."  Sir,  I  shall  be  un- 
derstood by  every  man  who  has  bestowed  the 
least  attention  to  the  principles  of  our  Govern- 
ment, when  I  say,  that  the  President,  officially, 
has  no  right  to  know  and  take  notice  of  any 
thing  said  or  proposed  in  either  House  of  Con- 
gress— of  any  thing  but  their  acts.  And  if  he 
were  a  reasonable  man,  much  more  if  he  be  a 
Christian,  (as  he  professes  to  be,  and  I  shall  not 
question  that  he  is,)  reason  and  religion  should 
have  taught  so  much  charity  as  to  held  us  only 
accountable  for  what  we  have  done,  and  to  for- 
give us  for  that  which  we  have  avoided  to  do. 

There  is  no  end  of  the  enormous  pretensions 
which  the  President  sets  up  for  the  Executive 
power,  in  the  wonderful  paper  under  conside- 
ration. While  he  denies  the  right  of  the  Sen- 
ate, in  its  legislative  capacity,  to  express  any 
opinion  (except  a  favorable  one)  concerning  . 
the  legality  and  constitutionality  of  the  acts  of 
the  Executive,  or  to  exercise  its  own  judgment 
as  to  the  extent  of  its  legislative  powers,  and 
the  nature  of  its  own  acts ,  he  claims  and  exer- 
cises the  right  to  judge  of  the  constitutionality  \ 
of  our  acts,  to  determine  the  character  of  them, 
to  ascertain  when  we  are  acting  in  our  judicial, 
and  when  in  our  legislative  capacity,  and  to 
prescribe  to  us  the  prison  bounds  within  which 
it  is  allowed  us  to  move,  but  from  which  we 
must  not  depart.  Such  is  the  freedom  of  deli- 
beration and  action,  which  it  seems  good  to  his 
wisdom  to  concede  to  us.  He  speaks  to  us  in 
the  imperial  style  of  the  Cxsars  to  the  degraded 
Senate  of  Rome,  while  yet  the  ancient  forms  of 
the  republic  were  decently  preserved,  and  in 
the  tone  of  Papal  infallibility  ;  and  calls  on  all 
faithful  subjects,  and  all  true  catholics,  to  re- 
spect, support,  obey,  and  conform  with  his  de- 
cisions. 

The  President  insists  that  the  offensive  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate,  was  not  intended  as  a 
ground  of  any  legislative  action;  that  the  Ben- 
ate  has  no  light,  in  its  legislative  capacity,  to 
pass  any  resolution  which  is  net  intended  to  be 
the  ground  of  legislation  ;  and,  in  effect,  that 
every  resolution  which  does  not  plainly  indicate 
on  its  face  that  it  is  so  intended ,  is  obnoxious 
to  censure,  as  being  without  the  pale  of  our  le- 
gislative authority.  In  what  code  of  parliamen- 
tary law  he  found  this  doctrine,  it  were  vain  to 
inquire  :  regarding  it  as  a  rule  which  he  pur- 
poses to  ordain,  I  understand  him  perfectly. 
How  could  he  know,  how  could  he  undertake 
to  affirm,  that  this  resolution  was  not  intended 
as  the  foundation  of  any  legislative  proceeding? 
If  he  learned  it  from  the  objections  taken  to 
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the  resolution  by  the  opponents  of  it,  in  debate 
on  this  floor,  the  House,  certainly,  never  gave 
him,  or  confirmed  any  such  information.     The 
resolution  may  yet  be  the  ground  of  legislative 
action  :  and,  if  I  shall  see  hereafter  any  reason 
to  hope  for  the  concurrence  of  the  other  House, 
I  for  one  shall  soon  propose  legislation  on  the 
principle  asserted  in  the  resolution— legislation 
to  preserve  the  public  treasure  for  public  use. 
But  where  did  he  learn,  that  neither  House  of 
Congress  can  pass  any  resolutions  touching  the 
proceedings  of  the  Executive,  unless  such  re- 
solution be  designed  as  the  ground  of  legisla 
tion  ?    I  ara  not  very  familiar  with  the  rules  of 
parliamentary  order  in  the  Federal  Legislature, 
but  I  understand  those  which  prevail  in  my  own 
State  pretty  well ,  and  those  which  prevail  in 
the  two  Houses  of  the  British   Parliament.     I 
take  them  to  be  all  substantially  the  same.  The 
President,  in  this  protest,  makes  reference  to 
the  institutions  of  Great  Britain,  and  draws  from 
that  source  arguments  for  his  purpose.    I  shall 
be  greatly  surprised,  if  he  or  any  body  else  can 
find  rule  or  precedent,  in  Great  Britain,  in  any 
of  the  State  Legislatures,  or  in  either  House  of 
Congress,  for  this  novel  proposition,  that  every 
resolution   not  intended   to  be  the  ground  of 
legislative  action,  is  without  the  pale  of  legisla- 
tive authority.     About  the  close  of  the  war  of 
the  American  Revolution,  Mr.  Dunning  moved 
a  series  of  resolutions;  the  purport  of  one  of 
which  was,  that  the  influence  of  the  crown  lid 
increased,    was  increasing,   and    ought  to   be 
diminished  ;  and  it  was  carried  against  the  tory 
mini -try.     No  immediate  legislation   was  pro- 
posed;  none  in  fact  ensued,  or  was  attempted. 
Did  George  HI.  send  a   message  to  the  HoHse 
of  Commons,  to  instruct  them,  that  this  resolu- 
tion exceeded  their  legislative  power,  or  make 
any  appeal  to  the   British  nation   against  this 
abuse  of  legislative  power  by  the  Commons 
During  the  second  administration  of  the  elder 
William  Pitt,  in  order  to  avoid  the  apprehended 
danger  of  scarcity,  a  royal  proclamation  was  is- 
sued,  forbidding  the  exportation  of  corn,  and 
thereby  suspending  a  law  of  the  land.     The 
ministry  were  responsible  for  the  act-     In  the 
subsequent  session   of  parliament,  the   subject 
came  under  the  consideration  of  the  House  of 
Lords — the  expediency  of  the  measure  was  uni- 
versally admitted — Lord  Camden  insisted  that 
it  was  lawful,  founding  his  argument  on  the  plea 
of  an  overruling  necessity — but  Lord  Mansfield 
maintained,  that  a  royal  proclamation,  suspend- 
ing a  law  of  the  land,  was,  under  any  conceiva- 
ble state  of  circumstances,  unlawful  and  uncon- 
stitutional; and  of  this  opinion  was  the  House 
of  Lords.     But,  if  I  rightly  remember,  no  le- 
gislation ensued,  or  was  proposed.     Did  Lord 
Chatham,  the  proudest  of  mankind,  (I  do  not 
•peak  of  him  with  irreverence,  for  his  was  the 
pride  of  conscious  and  transcendent  virtue  and 
ability,)  complain,  that  the  House  of  Lords,  the 
high  court  of  impeachment,  had  prejudged  his 
case,  arraigned  him  without  any  impeachment 
from  the  Commons,  tried  and  convicted  him  of 
•  violation  of  the  laws  ?   of  an  usurpation  of 


the  House  of  Lords  was  acting  in  a  judicial  and 
not  in  its  legislative  capacity  ? 

Sir,  the  Senate  was  under  the  necessity,  in  its 
Legislative  character,  of  considering  the  subject 
of  the  resolution  which  has  given  the  President 
so  much  offence.    Mr.  Secretary  Taney,  in  a  re- 
port to  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session,  had  given  us  his  reasons  for  the  remo- 
val of  the  public  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  ;    omitting,  however,  to  state  the 
main  if  not  the  only  reason,  on  which  his  order 
for  the  removal  of  the  deposites  was  founded— 
namely,  the  positive  order  of  the  President  to  that 
effect.     I  say  this  was  the  main  if  not  the  only 
reason  on  which  the  Secretary's  order  was  in 
truth  founded;  for  the  President  had  told  the  na- 
tion, in  the  most  explicit  terms,  that  the  measure 
was  his  own — that  he  took  it  upon  his  sole  re- 
sponsibility; and  if  Mr.  Taney  had,  unsustained 
by  the  authority  of  the  President,  taken  such 
step,  he  could  not  have  withstood,  for  a  moment, 
the  torrent  of  public  indignation.     The  Senate 
called  for  the  paper  which  the  President  had  pub- 
lished to  the  world  ;  it  was  not  given  to  us  ;  but 
the  authenticity  of  the  publication,  and  the  his* 
tory  of  the  transaction  it  contained,  was  admit- 
ted.    The  Senate  having,  by  one  resolution,  de- 
clared the  reasons  for  the  measure  stated  in  the 
Secretary's   report,   unsatisfactory   and   insuffi- 
cient, it  became  absolutely  necessary  to  consider 
whether  the  other  and  the  real  reasen  of  the  mea- 
sure, namely,  the  order  of  the  President,  was  a 
justification  of  the  Secretary's  conduct.      The 
Senate   was   obliged   to  consider  the  question, 
whether  the  President  had  any  constitutional  or 
legal  power  to  give  any  such  order?     If  the  re- 
solution, which  disapproved  the  reasons  alleged 
in  the   Secretary's  report,  was  (as  no  man  has 
ever  doubted  it  was)  within  the  legislative  com- 
petency of  the  Senate,  so  was  the  other  resolu- 
tion, which  affirmed  that  the  President's  orders 
were,  of  themselves,  not  warranted  by  the  Con 
stitution  and  laws,  and  therefore  afforded  no  good 
reason,  no  justification,  no  excuse,  for  the  Sec- 
retary's removal  of  the  deposites. 

But,  sir,  let  us  see  what  is  the  principle  of 
these  executive  proceedings  which  our  resolu- 
tion disapproves  as  derogatory  from  the  Consti- 
tution and  the  laws.  We  have  been  disputing 
what  the  principle  in  truth  was  ;  the  President 
has  now  avowed  it ;  and  in  doing  so,  has  dis- 
tinctly admitted,  that  the  opposition  understood 
it  correctly,  and  that  the  friends  of  the  adminis- 
tration had  no  adequate  conception  of  its  extent. 
He  says — 

"  The  custody  of  the  public  property,  under 
such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  legis- 
lative authority,  has  always  been  considered  an 
appropriate  function  of  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment in  this  and  all  other  Governments.  In  ac- 
cordance with  this  principle,  every  species  of 
property  belonging  to  tho  United  StateB  (except- 
ing that  which  is  in  the  use  of  the  several  co- 
ordinate departments  of  the  Government,  as 
means  to  aid  them  in  performing  their  appropri- 
ate functions,)  is  in  charge  of  officers  appointed 
by  the  President,  whether  it  be  lands,  or  build- 


power  ?    Did  it  enter  into  any  man's  head,  that  jungs,  or  merchandise,  or  provisions,  or  clothing; 
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or  arms  and  munitions  of  war.  The  superinten- 
dents and  keepers  of  the  whole  are  appointed  by 
the  President,  responsible  to  him,  and  removable 
at  his  will. 

"Public  money  is  but  a  species  of  public 
property.  It  cannot  be  raised  by  taxation  or 
customs — nor  brought  into  the  Treasury  in  any 
other  way,  except  by  law;  but  whenever  or 
however  obtained,  its  custody  always  has  been, 
and  always  must  be ,  unless  the  Constitution  be 
changed,  intrusted  to  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment. No  officer  can  be  created  by  Congress, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  charge  of  it,  whose 
appointment  would  not,  by  the  Constitution,  at 
once  devolve  on  the  President,  and  who  wjjuld 
not  be  responsible  to  him  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  his  duties.  The  legislative  power 
may  undoubtedly  bind  him  and  the  President, 
by  any  laws  they  may  think  proper  to  enact, 
they  may  prescribe  in  what  place  particular 
portions  of  the  public  money  shall  be  kept,and 
for  what  reason  it  shall  be  removed,  as  they 
may  direct  that  supplies  for  the  army  or  navy 
shall  be  kept  in  particular  stores;  and  it  will  be 
the  duty  of  the  President  to  see  that  the  law  is 
faithfully  executed — yet  will  the  custody  re- 
main in  the  Executive  Department  of  the  Go- 
vernment.  Were  the  Congress  to  assume,  with 
or  without  a  legislative  act,  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing officers  independently  of  the  Presi- 
dent, to  take  the  charge  and  custody  of  the 
public  property  contained  in  the  military  and 
naval  arsenals,  magazines,  and  storehouses,  it 
is  believed  that  such  an  act  would  be  regarded 
by  all  as  a  palpable  usurpation  of  Executive 
power,  subversive  of  the  form  as  well  as  the 
fundamental  principles  of  our  Government.  But 
where  is  the  difference  in  principle,  whether 
the  public  property  be  in  the  form  of  arms, 
munitions  of  war,  and  supplies,  or  in  gold  and 
silver,  or  bank  notes'  None  can  be  peiceived 
— none  is  believed  to  exist-  Congress  cannot, 
therefore,  take  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Execu- 
tive Department,  the  custody  of  the  public 
property  or  money,  without  an  assumption  of 
Executive  power,  and  a  subversion  of  the  first 
principles  of  the  Constitution." 

"  Whenever  or  howsoever  obtained,  the 
custody"  of  public  money  "always  has  been, 
and  always  must  be,  unless  the  Constitution  be 
changed,  entrusted  to  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment"— "Congress  cannot  take  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Executive  Department,  the  custo- 
dy of  the  public  property  or  money,  without  an 
assumption  oigExecutive  power,  and  a  subver- 
sion of  the  first  principles  of  the  Constitution." 
Such  are  the  President's  opinions  as  to  the  ex- 
tent of  his  Executive  prerogatives*  and  such 
the  prerogatives  he  must  challenge  for  him- 
•elf,  in  order  to  justify,  or  even  to  excuse,  the 
proceeding  which  the  resolution  of  the  Senate 
declares  to  be  derogatory  from  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  laws.  Will  ihe  eyes  of  his  parti- 
sans, hitherto  blinded  by  their  confidence  in 
the  innocency  of  his  intentions,  and  the  harm- 
lessness  of  his  designs,  be  at  length  opened?  or 
yrill  they  be  wiMing,  in  deference  to  his  judg- 


ment, to  establish  the  dangerous  doctrines,  in- 
to which  those  errors  have  betrayed  him,as  the 
practical  Constitution  of  their  country? 

If  the  opinion  of  the  President  as  to  the  extent 
of  his  power  over  the  public  treasure,  now  at 
least  distinctly  and  most  deliberately  avowed  to 
the  nation,  shall  indeed  receive  the  approbation  of 
the  people,  which  he  so  confidently  expects,  he 
need  never  ask  any  further  concession  of  power. 
According  to  the  principle  he  asserts,  if  the  six- 
teenth section   of  the  charter  of  the  bank  had 
peremptorily   directed  that   the   public  moneys 
should  be  deposited  in  the  bank,  in  the  interval 
between  the    collection  and  the   disbursement, 
without  giving  any  discretion  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to    remove    them,  the  President 
would  still  have  had  a  power  to  take  them  away, 
at  his  discretion  or  at  his  pleasure.     The  provi- 
sion, that  the   Secretary,  in  case  he  should  di- 
rect them  to  be  removed,  should  report  his  rea- 
sons to  Congress,  was  nugatory  and  idle;  the 
reasons  which  the   Secretary  did  report,  were  al- 
together impertinent;  and  every  proposition  of 
law  maintained  by  him,  in  his  report,  as  to  the 
nature  of  his  power  over  the  subject,  stands  con- 
tradicted and  condemned.    For  it  is  most  obvious, 
that,  if  the  President's  claim  of  power  be  just, 
his  Secretary  ought  to  have  assigned  no  other 
reason  for  the  measure,  than  that  the  President 
ordered  it.      I  knew  all  along  that  it  was  his 
main,  if  not  his  only,  reason;  and  the  President 
himself  has  now,  in  effect,  acknowledged  that  it 
was  the  only  substantial  reason  of  his  Secretary's 
conduct,  and  maintains  that  it  was  all-sufficient. 
And  he  protests  against  the  right  of  the  Senate, 
in    its  legislative  capacity,  to  examine  and  re-  I 
solve  the  question,  whether  this  reason  be  well  5 
fonnded  in  the  Constitution  and  the  laws!  Again, 
if  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  of  Congress;  nay, 
if  both  Houses,  by  unanimous  vote,  were  to  re- 
solve that  the  deposites  were  improperly  remov- 
ed, and  ought,  in  justice  and  policy,  to  be  restor- 
ed— or,  if  they  should  unanimously  resolve,  that 
the  public  moneys  hereafter  collected  should  be 
deposited  in  the  bank  until  the  expiration  of  its 
charter,  which,  I  believe,  is  the  only  restoration 
of  the  deposites  that  it  would  be  now  practicable 
to  accomplish — the   President  would  still  be  en- 
titled to  the  custody  of  the  money,  by  virtue  of 
his  new-found  executive  prerogatives,  and  might 
refuse  to  restore  the  deposites,  or,  restoring  them, 
might  take  them  away  again  the  next  day.    And 
from  his  right  to  the  custody   of  the  public  trea- 
sure, I  suppose,  he  derives,  by  implication,  the 
right  he  has  exercised,  to  dispose  of  it  also;  for  I 
repeat,  what  I  have  had  occasion  to  explain  be- 
fore, that  he  has,  in  fact,  lent  the  public  money  to 
favored  State  banks,  avowedly  to  enable  them  to 
pay  their  debts  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^ 
and  to  trade  on  the  surplus  for  their  own  profit. 
What  becomes  of  the  Treasurer's  obligation  to 
take  care  of  the  money?     Of  what  effect  is  the 
official  bond,  with  surety,  which  the  law  requires 
of  him,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty?     If 
the  President  is  entitled  to  the  custody  of  the 
public  treasure,  and  takes  it  out  of  the  Treasur* 
er's  hands,  and  this  officer  is  bound  to  surrender 
it  at  his  bidding,  his  official  bond,  of  course, « 
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saved.     That  piece  of  parchment  had  as  well  be 
committed  to  the  flames. 

It  is  impossible  to  find,  in  the  Constitution, 
any  plausible  ground, upon  which  this  sweeping 
claim  of  the  President  to  the  custody  of  all  pub- 
lic moneys,  without  the  assent  and  in  defiance  ©f 
the  Legislature,  can  be  supported.  The  Con- 
stitution contains  a  specific  enumeration  of  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  Executive;  it  gives 
the  President  the  command  of  the  land  and  na- 
val forces;  and  if  the  custody  of  the  public  trea- 
sure, which  is  equally  important,  had  been  in- 
tended to  be  confided  to  him,  it  is  wholly  unac- 
countable, that  no  mention  of  it  should  be  found 
in  the  enumeration  of  the  powers  and  duties  of 
the  Executive.  There  is  none.  This  claim  is 
the  boldest  implication  of  power  that  has  yet 
been  attempted.  The  Legislature  having  the 
power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  to  pay  the  pub- 
lic debts,  and  to  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence, and  the  power  also  to  borrow  money,the 
only  reasonable  implication  is,  that  the  custody 
and  the  disposition  of  money,  raised  in  any  way, 
belongs  to  the  Legislature.  Is  the  custody  of 
the  public  money,  in  its  nature  so  essentially  an 
executive  function,  that  it  cannot  possibly  be 
vested  in  any  ether  functionary  but  the  Presi- 
dent ?  This  was  never  before  pretended — and, 
certainly,  in  most  of  the  State  Governments  (I 
speak  positively  as  to  that  of  Virginia)  so  far 
from  the  custody  of  their  treasure  being  consid- 
ered as  appertaining  of  necessity  to  the  Execu- 
tive, that  department  has  never  had  any  thing  to 
do  with  it.  Does  the  President  claim  this  im- 
portant prerogative  from  his  power  to  remove 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Treasur- 
er at  pleasure?  He  has  the  power  also  to  remove 
the  Marshals  of  the  Courts  of  Justice — is  he, 
therefore,  High  Sheriff  of  the  whole  nation?  Is 
he  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  hit  de- 
puties? May  he  direct  and  control  them  in  the 
execution  of  their  duties?  May  he  direct  the 
Marshal  to  proceed  to  execution  of  judgment  of 
death  pronounced  by  a  Circuit  Court.pending  a 
writ  of  error  in  the  Supreme  Court,  because  he 
is  of  opinion  that  the  appellate  tribunal  has  no 
jurisdiction  of  the  cause,  by  the  Constitution  or 
the  laws?  Or,  may  he  forbid  him  to  execute 
a  final  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court,  which 
he  thinks  contrary  to  the  Constitution?  Ques- 
tions of  this  kind  might  be  multiplied  without 


argument  that  will  bear  an  examination,  for  this 
implied  right  to  the  custody  of 'he  public  trea- 
sure, which  the  President  now  boldly  claims  us 
one  of  the  inherent  andindestiuc'.ible  preroga- 
tives of  the  Executive. 

Without  further  discussion  of  this  topic,  I  beg 
leave  to  state,  briefly,  my  general  idea  of  the 
extent  of  the  executive  powers  of  this  Govern- 
ment. The  President  has  all  the  powers  enu- 
merated in  the  2nd  article  of  the  Constitution, 
and  these,  certainly,  Congress  can  nowise  take 
from  him;  and  moreover,  he  has  all  such  exec- 
utive powers  as  Congress,  in  the  exercise  of  the 
legislative  powers  delegated  to  it,  has  created 
and  vested  in  him  by  law;  but  wherever  the  Le- 
gislature has  authority  to  create  powers  of  any 
kind  by  law,  it  may  provide  by  law  the  officer 
who  is  to  execute  them,  and  regulate  the  office. 
There  may  be  exceptions  to  this  principle — 
such,  for  example,  as  grow  out  of  the  Presi- 
dent's constitutional  power  as  Commander  in- 
Chief  of  the  land  and  naval  forces  which  the 
Legislature  may  raise — but  this  is  the  general 
principle,  applicable  particularly  to  the  admin- 
istration of  civil  affairs. 

The  grounds  on  which  the  President  has 
thought  proper  to  make  this  appeal  to  the  Ameri- 
can people  against  the  Senate,  the  motive  and 
the  design  with  which  it  was  made,  the  reasona- 
bleness of  his  expectations  that  the  people  will 
sustain  him  in  it,  and  the  probable  consequences, 
if  they  shall  sustain  him,  are  considerations  that 
address  themselves  to  every  man  in  the  commu- 
nity as  much  as  the  members  of  the  Senate.  But 
it  behoves  us,  especially,  as  members  of  this 
body,  to  inquire  by  what  right  the  President  has 
sent  this  Protest  to  the  Senate,  and  with  what 
color  of  reason  he  asks  us  to  register  it  on  our 
journal.  His  purpose  is  an  appeal  to  the  people, 
and  an  appeal  to  their  posterity  ;  and,  I  presume, 
he  wishes  the  Senate  to  join  in  both  appeals.  As 
an  appeal  to  posterity,  the  Protest  whether  en- 
tered on  our  journal  or  not,  will  probably 
never  be  heard  of,  unless  the  people  prescntl/ 
existing  shall  sustain  the  President  in  his  preten- 
sions ;  and  then,  indeed,  it  will  be  recorded  by 
history  as  another  instance  of  successful  audaci- 
ty in  achieving  unlimited  power,  and  of  the  blind 
fatuity  with  which  men,  to  accomplish  party  pur 
poses,  voluntarily  renounce  their  liberty,  and 
forfeit  the  richest  blessings   of  Providence,  of 


limit.    I  defy  the  ingenuity  of  man  to  invent  an ^  which  there  are  already  so  many  examples  in  tho 
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annals  of  mankind.  As  an  appeal  to  the  people, 
which  they  are  presently  to  decide^  the  publica- 
tion of  this  Protest,  against  the  proceedings  of 
the  Senate,  would  be  as  effectual  a  means  of 
submitting  the  appeal  to  the  people  as  the  regis- 
tration of  it  on  the  journal  of  this  House — in- 
deed, the  registration  of  it  on  our  journal,would  be 


before  them,  so  as  to  preclude  or  even  influence 
that  freedom  of  debate  which  is  essential  to  a  free 
council.  They  are,  therefore,  not  to  take  notice 
of  any  bills  or  other  matters  depending,  or  of 
votes  that  have  been  given,  or  of  speeches  that 
have  been  held,  by  the  members  of  either  of  the 
other  branches  of  the  Legislature,  till  tha  same 


altogether  insufficient  for  that  purpose,  if  it  were  have  been  communicated  to  them  in  the  usual 
not  promulgated  through  the  public  press.  Why,  parliamentary  manner.  2  Hats.  252.  4  Inst  15. 
then,  was  this  Protest  sent  to  us  ?  I  can  conceive  Seld.  Jud.  S3.  Thus,  the  King's  taking  notice 
no  other  purpose  than  that  of  denouncing  our  pro-  of  a  bill  for  suppressing  soldiers,  depending  be 


ceedings  to  ourselves,  of  raising  a  quarrel  with 
us,  of  putting  us  to  shame  by  the  exposure  of  our 
folly,  or  of  alarming  our  fears,  and  inducing  us 
to  retrace  our  steps.     And  by  what  right  does 
the  President  send  such  a  paper  to  us,  and  ask 
us  to  register  it  ?     The  3d  section  of  the  2d  arti- 
cle of  the  Constitution,  is  the  provision  that  re- 
gulates the  communication  of  the  President  to 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  (I  am  not  speaking 
of  his  communications  to  the  Senate,  on  what  is 
called  executive  business,)  and  this  section  only 
provides,  that  the  President  "shall,  from  time  to 
time,  give  to  the   Congress  information  of  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  recommend  to  their  con- 
sideration such  measures  as  he  shall  judge  ne- 
cessary and  expedient."     Now,  surely,  ho  one 
can  think  that  this  provision  authorizes  the  Pre- 
sident to  communicate  to  us  such  a  paper  as  this 
Protest.      Sir,   this  communication   is   without 
precedent,  so  it  is  without  color  or  pretence  of 
constitutional  authority  ;  a  Protest  addressed  to 
the   Senate,  against  its  own  proceedings,  con 
taining  an  appeal  to  the  people,  to  be  submitted 
to  and  determined  by  the  people 

The  President  refers,  in  this  paper,  to  the  prin- 
ciples and  usages  of  the  British  Government.  I 
wish  he  would  be  content  with  only  such  pow- 
ers as  are  conceded  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain; 
for  though  I  should  never  consent  to  allow  any 
such  to  him,  it  would,  on  his  part,be  a  return  to- 
wards moderation.  If  the  President  considers 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  as  an  act  done,  gone 
by,  irrevocable,  and  on  which  there  is  to  be  no 
further  action  in  the  Senate,  I  do  not  see  why  he 
may  not  as  well  take  up  the  Journal  of  the  Se- 
nate, cull  out  all  its  errors  and  all  its  faults,  (of 
which,  without  doubt,  he  might  find  many,)  ex- 
pose them  to  the  people,  denounce  the  vices  in- 
herent in  the  constitution  of  this  body,  appeal  to 
its  conduct  as  evidence  of  those  vices,  and  sug- 
gest the  corrective  that  ought  to  be  applied.  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  President  regards  this  of- 
fensive resolution  as  yet  irrevocable,  as  in  truth 
it  is — if  he  supposes  it  may  be  the  ground  of  Le- 
gislative action,  as  certainly  it  may  be— if  he  an- 
ticipates the  proposition,  suggested  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Missouri,  to  be  repeated  session  af- 
ter session  till  it  shall  prevail,  to  expunge  the 
resolution  from  the  journal,  then  is  this  protest  a 
palpable  and  direct  breach  of  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  the  Senate.  The  Parliamentary  law 
on  this  subject  is  stated  with  clearness  and  pre- 
cision in  Jefferson's  Manual,  p.  116.  "It  is  high- 
ly expedient,  says  Hatsell,  for  the  due  preserva- 
tion of  the  privileges  of  the  separate  branches  of 
the  Legislature, that  neither  should  encroach  on 


the  other,  or  interfere  in  any  matter  depending  alone.     I  religiously  believe,  that  he  was  the 


fore  the  House ;  his  proposing  a  provisional 
clause  for  a  bill  before  it  was  presented  to  him 
by  the  two  Houses;  his  expressing  displeasure 
against  some  persons  for  matters  moved  in  Parlia- 
ment during  the  debate  and  preparation  of  a  bill-- 
were  breaches  of  privilege.  2  Nelson  743.  And 
in  1783,  December  17,  it  was  declared  a  breach 
of  fundamental  privileges,  &c.  to  report  any  opi~ 
nion,  or  pretended  opinion,  of  the  King,  on  any 
bill  or  proceeding  depending  in  either  House  of 
Parliament,  with  a  view  to  influence  the  vote  of 
the  members.  2  Hats.  251,  6."  In  the  British 
Parliament,  any  member  of  the  House  of  Lords 
has  a  constitutional  right  to  enter  his  protest  on 
the  journals  against  the  proceedings  of  the  House 

there  is  no  such  right  of  protest  known  to  the 
constitution  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  no 
such  right  of  protest  has  ever  been  imagined  to 
exist,  for  individual  members  of  either  House  of 
our  Legislature.  No  right  has  ever  been  ac- 
knowledged in  a  King  of  Great  Britain,  to 
send  to  either  House  of  his  Parliament,  a  protest 
against  any  of  its  proceedings,  pastor  pending- - 
I  mean,  since  the  revolution  of  1688 — I  will  not 
look  back  to  the  history  of  the  Stuarts,  the  Tu- 
dors,  and  the  Plantagenets;  Gen-  Jackson  may, 
very  probably,  find  precedents  for  his  conduct  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 

The  gentleman  from  Alabama  thinks  he  has 
found  a   precedent  for  this  protest  against  our 
proceedings,  sent  to  us  to  be  registered  on  our 
journal,  in  a   message  of  Washington  to  the 
Senate,  found  in  the  1st  volume  of  the  Execu- 
tive Journal,  p.   14.     To  every  precedent  of 
General  Washington's  administration,  touching 
the  exercise  of  Executive  power,  I  am  dispos- 
ed to  pay  the  utmost  respect;  with  this  qualifi- 
cation, however,  that  due  allowances  should 
be  made  for  errors  and  irregularities  incident 
to  the  first  operations  of  a  new  system,  which 
no  human  wisdom  could  have  entirely  avoided. 
There  never  was,  there  never  will  be,  another 
man,  so  fit  as  Washington  for  the  office  of  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States — there  never  was, 
there  never  will  be,  another  man  of  equal  wis- 
dom and  virtue,   and  especially  of  the  virtue  of 
moderation,    who  at  the  same  time  has  been, 
or  will  be  placed,  by  the  circumstances  of  his 
previous  life  and  services,  in  a  situation  above 
the  necessity  of  using,  much  more  of  abusing, 
his  patronage,  and  above  the  influence  of  party 
spirit,  which  might  make  him  the  President  of 
a  party,  and  not  of  the  whole  nation — in  a  po- 
sition, that  gave  him  a  commanding  influence, 
sufficient  to  enable  him  to  administer  the  Go- 
vernment by  the  force  of  wisdom  and  virtue 
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best,  the  wisest,  and  the  greatest  man  the 
world  ever  saw;  his  virtues  alone  constituted 
the  highest  wisdom;  lie  had  talents  suited  to 
every  station  he  ever  filled;  his  moral  qualities 
were  all  great  talents.  But  what  is  the  prece- 
dent which  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  quotes? 
Gen.  Washington  nominated  a  person  as  an  of- 
ficer of  the  revenue,  and  the  Senate  refuseil  to 
concur  in  the  nomination;  he  did  not  renomi- 
nate the  same  person  for  the  office,  like  ano- 
ther President;  but,  perhaps,  it  is  not  proper 
that  I  should  pursue  the  contract  in  this  parti- 
cular. Gen.  Washington  nominated  another 
person  for  the  office;  and,  in  the  same  message 
that  contained  the  new  nomination,  stated  the 
information  he  had  received  as  to  the  character 
of  the  first  nominee,  as  his  apology  for  nomi- 
nating a  man  for  office,  whom  the  Senate  had 
deemed  unworthy.  I  pray,  gentlemen,  in  the 
first  place,  to  consider,  that  the  President,  in 
this  instance,  was  communicating  with  the  Se- 
nate, on  the  subject  of  an  appointment  which 
appertained  to  the  Senate  and  the  President 
jointly,  and  upon  which  the  Senate  might,  if 
it  saw  good  cuise,  reconsider  its  former  vote, 
the  message  was  strictly  regular.  And,  in  the 
next  place,  let  any  man  contrast  the  modest 
language  of  t.iat  message  with  the  haughty, im- 
perious tone  of  this  Protest,  anil  find,  if  he 
can,  any  justification  or  apology,  in  the  exam- 
ple of  Washington,  for  the  conduct  of  Jackson. 
But  President  Jackson  has  discovered  a  new 
source  of  executive  prerogative,  in  his  oath  of 
office.  Never  had  I  imagined  it  possible, 
that  any  man  could  seriously  look  to  the  Presi- 
dent's official  oath,  as  a  substantive  grant  of 
executive  powers:  but,  considered  in  the  point 
of  view  in  which  the  President  in  this  protest 
regards  it,  it  is  a  most  copious  source  of  power, 
and  (which  is  worse)  of  vague,  undefined,  illi- 
mitable power.  He  sends  us  this  protest,  and 
deems  it  his  right  and  his  du'.y  to  do  so,  and 
our  duty  to  register  it  in  our  journal,  because 
he  is  bound  by  his  oath  of  office,  "  to  the  best 
of  his  ability,  to  preserve,  protect  and  defend, 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States."  Sup- 
posing this  a  justification  of  this  protest  against 
the  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  this  appeal  by 
the  President  to  the  American  people  against 
this  branch  of  the  Legislature,  let  lit  consider, 
for  a  moment,  the  extent  to  which  the  Presi- 
dent may,  and,  if  he  is  consistent,  must,  carry 
the  principle.  If  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  s'-all  entertain  a  jurisdiction 
which,  in  his  opinion,  the  Constitution  has  not 
conferred  on  the  Federal  Judiciary;  or,  if  it 
shall  decide  a  cause  involving  a  constitutional 
question,  contrary  to  his  ideas  of  the  true  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution;  and,  especially, 
if  it  shall  decide  a  cause  involving  a  question 
as  to  the  extent  of  the  Kxecutive  powers  under 
the  Constitution  ami  laws — in  any  of  these 
cases,  it  will  be  the  right  and  duty  of  the  Pre- 
sident, to  send  his  protest  to  the  court;  ask  the 
Judges  to  register  it  m  their  order  l>ook;  lay  an 
appeal  from  the  judgment,  to  the  American 
people;  and,  referring  to  the  exemption  of  the 
udges  from  responsibility  by  reason  of  their 


tenure  of  office  during  good  behaviour  sug- 
gest a  corrective  of  the  evil.  If  any  of  the 
vState  Legislatures  pass  an  act  which  the  Presi- 
dent thinks  contrary  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States — or  adopt  a  resolution  disapprov- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  Federal  Executive,  as 
illegal  and  unconstitutional— he  has  the  right, 
and  is  in  duty  bound,  to  send  his  protest  to  the 
offending  body,  require  it  to  enter  it  on  its  own 
journal,  appeal  to  the  whole  American  people 
against  the  single  State,  and  suggest  the  pro- 
priety and  necessity  of  curbing  the  free  action, 
and  the  free  expression  of  opinion  on  such  sub- 
jects, by  any  and  all  of  the  State  Legislatures. 
Sir,  the  case  has  actually  occurred — the  Legis- 
lature of  Virginia  has  disapproved  the  Presi- 
dent's recent  measures,  in  terms  quite  as  strong 
as  those  of  our  resolution,  and  has  laid  its  reso- 
lutions on  the  subject  before  both  Houses  of 
the  Federal  Legislature;  and  the  General  As- 
sembly may  expect,  at  its  next  session,  one  of 
th^se  protests  from  the  President  against  the 
proceedings  at  its  last  session.  One  would  be 
curious  to  see  how  the  Jackson  State  Rights 
party  in  that  body,  would  treat  such  a  protest — 
1  hardly  think  they  would  be  willing  to  receive 
and  register  it  in  their  journals,  in  deference  to 
the  President's  sense  of  the  religious  obligation 
of  his  oath.  The  State  Legislatures  of  New 
Jersey  and  Ohio,  which  have  approved  the 
measures  of  the  Executive,  need  not  fear  any 
such  protest,  any  rebuke,  any  exertion  of  the 
vast  influence  of  the  Federal  Executive,  to  dis- 
credit them  with  their  own  constituents,  and 
with  the  American  people  at  large:  his  oath  of 
office  will  nowise  oblige  him  to  suppress  the 
sentiments  of  those  who  join  in  hosannas  to  the  • 
praise  and  glory  of  General  Jackson's  name.  In- 
deed, I  do  not  see  how  the  duty  imposed,  and 
the  power  conferred  on  him  by  his  oath  of 
office,  can  be  restrained  to  the  suppression  of 
the  sentiments  of  either  branch  of  the  Federal 
Legislatures,  or  of  the  courts  of  justice,  State 
or  Federal,  or  confined  to  the  method  of  protest 
only.  J  do  not  see  why  he  is  not  just  as  much 
bound  and  empowered  to  suppress  all  assem- 
blages of  the  people,  held  to  remonstrate 
against  his  official  acts  as  unconstitutional  and 
unlawful;  and  why,  in  order  to  protect  and  de- 
fend the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  by 
maintaining  his  own  executive  powers  unim- 
paired, he  may  not  put  down  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives as  well  as  the  Senate,  turn  any  of 
the  State  Legislatures  out  of  doors,  pull  any  of 
the  judges  from  the  judgment  seat,  and.  quell 
any  seditious  assemblage  of  the  people,  by 'the 
strong  arm  of  power.  It  is  unnecessary  to  pur- 
sue the  argument  further.  This  resort  to  his 
official  rath  as  a  measure  of  duty  and  grant  of 
power,  is  a  claim  to  power,  illimitable,  uncon- 
trollable, monstrous.  I  can  only  impute  it  to 
that  intoxication  of  mind  which  the  possession 
of  power  is  so  apt  to  produce,  and  to  that  lust 
for  more  and  more  power,  which  has  but  too 
often,  in  the  history  of  nations,  i.-ndered  the 
favorites  of  the  people  their  bane  and  scourge. 
The  gentleman  from  Alabama  intimates  the. 
opinion,  that  the  whole  and  sole  object  of  the 
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opposition  to  the  measures  of  the  administration, 
is  to  pull  down  the  party  now  in  power,  and 
elevate  other  men  to  their  places.     I  will  not 
make  the  obvious  retort,  that  it  would  be  just 
as  fair  to  impute  to  the  friends  of  the  administra 
tion,  that  it  is  their  sole  object  to  keep  power  in 
the  hands  which  now  hold  it.     But  I  shall  (as  I 
can  sincerely)  say,  before  God  and  my  country, 
that  to  whosomever  the  remark  may  be  appli- 
cable, Jt  is  not  justly  applicable  to  me.     1  wish, 
with   all  my  heart,  that  the  President  would 
change  his  course  of  measures,  and  enable  me, 
as  an  honest  man  and  faithful  public  servant,  to 
give  him  my  support;  neither  have  I  any  feeling, 
motive,   or  object,  that  would   induce  me  to 
withhold  or  stint  it.     The  President  concludes 
his   Protest  with  an  eulogium  on  himself;  and 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  (Mr.  King)  with 
less  offence  to  modesty  certainly,    though  not 
with  more  justice,  concluded  his  remarks  yes- 
terday, with  an  eulogium  on  the  President,  and 
an  earnest  demand  on  our  gratitude  for  his  ser- 
vices since  he  has  filled  his  present  exalted  sta- 
tion.    He  tells  us,  that  we  are   indebted  to  the 
President  for  demolishing  that  temple  of  corrup- 
tion and  sin,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  be 
it  so — we  should  have  been  more  indebted  to 
him,  if,  in  his  attacks  upon  the  bank,  he  had  not 
laid   his    reckless  hands   on  the  pillars  of  the 
Constitution,  and  shaken  them  to  their  founda- 
tions.    Then,   the  gentleman  insists,    that  we 
are  indebted  to  the  President  for  putting  an  end 
to  the  system  of  internal  improvement — a  debt, 
which,  if  it  were  due,  only  a  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple, excluding  many  of  the  President's  warmest 
friends,  would  acknowledge,  as  an  obligation- - 
but  how  has  he   put  a  stop  to  the  system  of  in- 
ternal improvements  by  money  appropriated  by 
the  Federal  Treasury?      Simply,  by  the  inven- 
tion of  that  notable  distinction  between  works 
of  a  1  cal    and  works  of  a  national   character, 
whereby  he  has  incalculably  increased  the  pa- 
tronage and  power  of  the  Executive,  and  in  the 
practical  application  of  which,  there  has  been, 
during  his  administration,  more  money   appro- 
priated to  works  of  internal  improvement,  a-nd  a 
vast  deal  more,  than  ever  was  appropriated  to 
similar  objects,  in  the  same  space  of  time,  dur 
ing  any  former  administration. 

The  gentleman  from  Alabama  and  I,  and 
those  who  think  with  us  on  this  subject,  owe 
him  no  debt  of  gratitvide  on  this  account.  We 
are  indebted  to  Gen.  .lackson,  too,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  gentleman,  for  the  relaxation  of  the 
system  of  protecting  duties.  Indeed!  indebted 
to  Gen.  Jackson,  who  voted  for  the  Tariff  of 
1824!  who  never  has  said  one  word,  or  done 
one  single  act,  to  bring  about  any  relaxation  of 
that  system!  Let  any  man  point,  if  he  can,  to 
any  evidence  of  a  serious  hearty  effbit  of  Gen. 
Jackson,  by  word  or  deed,  to  relax  this  system; 
let  any  man  show  me  how,  when,  or  where, 
he  has  done  more  than' to  recommend  a  "judi- 
cious tariff,"  and  explain  to  me  the  meaning  of 
that  vague  generality.  Sir,  I  cannot  but  re- 
member, that  during  the  anxious  winter  of 
1832-3,  when  South  Carolina,  under  a  deep 
ense  of  injustice  and  oppression,  (whether  well 


or  ill-founded,  it  is  immaterial  now  to  inquire) 
was  exerting  her  utmost  efforts  (no  matter  now 
whether  wisely  or  not)  to  bring  about  a  relaxa- 
tion of  the  system;  when  all  men  were  tremb'ing 
under  the  apprehension  of  civil  war;  trembling 
from  the  conviction,  that  if  such  a  contest 
should  arise,  let  it  terminate  how  it  might,  it 
would  put  our  present  institutions  in  jeopardy, 
and  end  either  in  consolidation  or  disunion;  for, 
I  am  persuaded,  that  the  first  drop  of  blood 
which  shall  be  shed  in  civil  strife  between  the 
Federal  Government  and  any  State,  will  flow 
from  an  immedicable  wound,  that  none  may 
hope  ever  to  see  "healed  :  I  cannot  but  remem- 
ber, that  the  President,  though  wielding  such 
vast  power  and  influence,  never  contributed 
the  least  aid  to  bring  about  the  compromise  that 
saved  us  from  the  evils  which  all  men,  I  believe, 
and  I  certainly,  so  much  dreaded.  The  men 
are  not  present,  to  whom  we  are  chiefly  in- 
debted for  that  compromise;  and  I  am  glad  they 
are  absent,  since  it  enables  me  to  speak  of  their 
conduct,  as  I  feel,  without  restraint  from  a 
sense  of  delicacy  :  I  raise  my  humble  voice  in 
gratitude  for  that  service,  to  Henry  Clay  of  the 
Senate,  and  Robert  P.  Letcher,  of  the  House  of 
Representatives — 

[Here  there  was  some  applause  in  the  galle- 
ries, which  was  followed  by  a  good  deal  of  dis- 
order and  confusion,  which  lasted  some  time; 
during  which  the  Vice  President  desired  Mr. 
Leigh  to  take  his  seat.  ] 

The  President  immediately  ordered  the  gal- 
leries to  be  cleared.  A  few  moments  after  this 
order  had  been  given  the  noise  were  twice  re> 
peated,  upon  which 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  and  moved  that  the  indi- 
viduals who  had  so  disturbed  the  Senate  be  ta- 
ken into  custody  by  the  Sergeant-at-arms,  and 
called  for  the  ayes  and  noes  upon  his  motion. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  regretted  that  this  motion 
had  been  made  and  should  vote  against  it. 
He  did  not  think  the  individuals  who  had  ap- 
plauded intended  to  insult  the  Senate;  what  the 
Senate  had  witnessed  was  an  ebullition  of  feel- 
ing, and  he  did  not  think  that  for  such  a  cir- 
cumstance an  order  of  arrest  should  be  issued. 
Mr.  BENTON  replied,  that  the  terms  in 
which  he  expressed  his  motion  were  so  distinct 
as  not  to  be  misunderstood.  He  did  not  move 
to  take  into  custody  those  who,  in  an  unguard- 
ed moment,  applauded  the  sentiments  uttered 
by  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  but  those  who, 
long  after  that  gentleman  had  taken  his  seat, 
continued  to  outrage  and  insult  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BELL  moved  that  the  Senate  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  CHAIR  pronounced  the  motion  to  be 
out  of  order,  pending  the  other  question. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  lay  the  motion 
on  the  table;  which  was  also  pronounced  by 
the  Chair  to  be  not  in  order. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  suggested  that  there  was 
one  objection  to  the  motion,  and  that  was  the 
impossibility  of  executing  such  an  order  as 
was  proposed. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said  if  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Missouri  would  tell  who  the  per- 
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sons  were  who  had  made  the  noise  he  would 
move  to  arrest  them.  The  present  motion, 
however,  was  to  issue  a  general  warrant,  which 
in  its  execution   might  include   many  innocent 

(>ersons  ;  the  whole  city — every  man  in  the  gal- 
eries  might  be  arrested  and  brought  before 
the  Senate  for  examination  upon  such  an  order  as 
was  proposed.  If  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
wished  to  arrest  any  one,  let  him  name  the  par 
ty;  but  without  such  a  specification,  he,  Mr. 
P.  could  not  vote  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  BROWN,  argued  against  the  motion, 
and  said  it  would  be  impossible  to  put  the  resolu- 
tion into  execution. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  also,  opposed  the  motion, 
and  contended  that  the  people  did  not  intend  it 
as  any  insult;  they  merely  applauded  what  had 
fallen  from  the  Hon.  Senator  from  Virginia.  It 
was  a  mere  spontaneous  ebullition  of  feeling  to 
which  they  had  given  way. 

Mr.  EWING  said,  that  the  Senate  had  a  right 
to  arrest  any  person  who  misbehaved  in  the  Se- 
nate chamber,  but  he  believed  that  was  the  ex- 
tent of  its  power.  The  Senate  could  not  arrest 
any  person  without  the  Senate  chamber,  without 
a  warrant,  and  no  warrant  could  be  issued  with- 
out designating  the  individual  who  was  to  be  ar- 
rested. He  saw  the  reason  for  the  motion  that 
was  made,  and  he  regretted  it;  but  he  thought 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  Mr.  Benton 
was  rather  hasty  in  making  his  motion  without 
first  suspending  the  order  to  clear  the  galleries. 
But  the  clearing  went  on.  If  an  individual  was 
to  be  punished,  let  him  be  brought  before  the 
Senate;  but  the  warrant  for  his  apprehension 
must  be  made  out;  and  it  was  a  thing  unheard 
of  in  this  country  to  issue  a  general  warrant, 
and  a  measure  he  hoped  would  never  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  BIBB  regretted  that  he  had  sat  silent  whilst 
the  order  to  clear  the  galleries  was  carried  into  ef- 
fect,because  he  believed  that  thegalleriesfrequent- 
ly  contained  many  persons  from  a  distance,  who 
were  unacquainted  with  the  rules  of  the  Se 
nate.  The  question  now  was,  whether  the  Ser- 
geant-at-arms  should  be  empowered  to  arrest  all 
persons  who  might  be  supposed  to  have  misbe- 
haved in  ihe  present  instance.  He  disclaimed  it. 
From  the  hour  when   the  first  spark  of  liberty 

beamed  in  England,  the  general  voice  was  raised' on  the  table  and  to  going  into  executive  busi- 
against  general  warrants.  He  abhorred  them  ness.  He  held  that  the  President  ln.fl  been 
in  any  case,  and  his  objection  went  against  the  guilty  of  a  gross  violation  of  the  privileges  of 
spirit  of  the  rule,  because  if  they  were  necessary  the  Senate,  and  he  would  adopt  a  CMiise  in 
at  all,  they  were  most  so  in  cases  connected  imitation  of  an  illustrious  example  in  England, 
with  courts  of  justice;  and,  if  they  were  fit  to  be  where  the  British  Monarch  had  endeavo  erl  to 
applied  to  courts  of  justice,  they  were  fit  to  be  send  in  a  message  which  was  cons>ideiel  a 
applied  to  this  or  any  other  body.  One  of  the]  breach  of 'privilege.  What  he  asked,  was.  that 
privileges  yet   left  to  this  country  was,  that  no  1  they  should  proceed  with  the  subject   in  ,'w  be- 


he  did  not  think  that  any  good  would  be  derived 
from  extending  it  any  farther. 

Mr.  BENTON  asked  what  was  the  motion 
then  before  the  Senate? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  informed  him  tint 
it  was  a  motion  to  arrest  those  persons  who  had 
insulted  the  Senate  by  making  a  noise  in  the 
gallery. 

Mr.  BENTON.  They  are  all  gone,  sir.  The 
motion  can  be  of  no  use  now.  An  order 
may  be  given  for  their  arrest;  but  where  are 
they?  The  galleries  are  clear — they  cannot  be 
arrested.  He  then,  in  positive  terms,  disclaim- 
ed having  asked  for  a  general  warrant.  Hi9 
motion  was  to  take  the  persons  who  were  then, 
when  he  made  it,  insulting  the  Senate,  by 
making  a  noise  in  the  gallery,  over  his  head. 
He  had  asked  for  no  more  than  what  was  done 
by  everv  deliberative  body  on  earth.  What  he 
asked,  was  with  a  view  that  the  Senate  might 
not  be  interrupted  in  its  business,  and  to  put 
an  end  to  what  might  have  led  to  scenes  such 
as  those  which  occurred  through  similar  inter- 
ru  tions,  which  were  commenced  by  the  fi.h- 
women  in  Paris,  and  ended  in  the  members  be- 
ing threatened  with  bludgeons.  His  motion 
had  no  reference  to  those  who  first  gave  way  to 
the  ebullition  of  their  feelings,but  totho.se  who, 
after  the  order  was  given  to  clear  the  gall  r>, 
hissed  and  applauded  in  derision.  He  trusted 
that  he  might  not  be  represented  as  advoca'tn^ 
a  general  warrant.  He  had  as  great  an  abhor- 
rence  of  such  a  measure  as  any  person  could 
have,  and  would  be  the  last  man  to  advocate  it. 
He  begged  to  withdraw  hi-  motion,  as  the  peo- 
ple were  all  gone. 

[After  order   was  restored,  Mr.  Leigh   re- 
sumed his  remarks;  but  he  said  very  little  more; 
and  of  that  which  he  did  say,  no  accurate  note 
was  preserved.] 
•  When  Mr.  L.  had  finished  his  remarks 

Mr.  EWING  expressed  a  wish  to  sp  ak  on 
thesubject.and  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourr; 
but  gave  way  to 

Mr.  WILKINS,  who  moved  to  lay  the  ma- 
nifesto on  the  table,for'the  purpose  of  going  into 
executive  business,on  a  matter  whic'i  he  deem- 
ed pressing  and  important. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  was  opposed  both  to   laying 


general  warrant  could  be  issued,  and  he  prized 
the  privilege. 

If  the  Senate  should  attempt  to  carry  out  the 
measure,  and  to  arrest  persons  as  undescribed,  it 
would  be  sanctioning  that  most  odious  measure 
He  was  willing  to  lend  his  vote  for  the  apprehen- 
sion of  any  persons  who  should  attempt  to  inter- 
rupt the  clearing  of  the  gallery,  and  he  thought 
that  was  going  far  enough.  The  Senate  had 
pufficient  power  to  protect  its  deliberations,  and 


fore  them,  and  not  go  into  any  other  hiisiiu>»«, 
till  they  had  come  to  a  conclusion  upon  it.  He 
hoped  they  would  not  go  into  executive  busi- 
ness, for  the  purpose  of  confirming  an  <  x".  ui« 
five  nomination;  after  the  Senate  had  dom  jii  - 
lice  to  the  States  and  to  themselves,  they  nni;'  t 
then  go  on  (  onfirmingsuch  nominations  as  li  y 
ought  to  confirm,  and  rejecting  what  Uiey 
ought  to  reject. 

In    1641,  in  the   early   part   of  the  r.  ign  of 
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Charles  the  1st,  a  bill  was  brought  into  Parlia-f  Mr.  CALHOUN  rose  to  express  his  hearty 
merit  for  suppressing  the  Irish  rebellion;  and  it  concurrence  in  the  views  of  the  Senator  from 
was  proposed  to  insert  a  clause  denying  the  Delaware.  He  believed  that  this  paper,  for  he 
royal  prerogative  of  impressing  a  free  born  did  not  consider  it  a  massage,  was  a  most  pal- 
subject.  The  Parliament  and  King  were  at  is-  pable  fraud  of  the  privileges  of  the  Senate, 
sue,  siul  the  Parliament  were  then  engaged,  in  He  scarcely  knew  in  what  light  it  regarded  the 


a  similar  manner  as  the  Senate  were  no 
discussing  that  prerogative,  and  a  message  was 
fent  by  the  King,  prohibiting  the  House  to  in- 
sert that  clause,  denying  the  royal  prerogative 
This  act  was  considered  a  breach  of  the  privi- 
leges of  Parliament,  and  it  was  so  decided  to 
be  by  both  branches  of  the  Parliament.  As 
soon  as  this  breach  occurred,  Parliament  refus- 
ed to  pass  the  bill,  till  the  breach  was  rspair- 
ed;  and  this  precedent  has  been  set  down  for 
the  guidance  of  the  Senate,  at  the  very  dawn 
of  civil  liberty.  The  Senate  were  engaged  on 
a  question  touching  the  executive  prerogative, 
which  the  President  had  claimed  and  exercis 
ed  over  the  Constitution  and  laws;  and  the  Pre 
sident  had  chosen  to  send  that  honorable  body 
a  message,  eulogizing  his  own  character,  and 
condemning  what  he  was  pleased  to  call  the 
unjustifiable  conduct  of  the  Senate.  What  right 
had  he,  by  the  Constitution,  to  send  such  a 
message  to  the  Senate?  The  Commons  of  Eng 
land  used  this  language,  in  1641.  [Here  Mr. 
C.  read,  that  it .  was  among  the  privileges  of 
Parliament,  and  their  ancient  and  undoubted 
right,  that  his  Majesty  should  not  notice  any  of 
their  current  proceedings,  but  by  agreement, 
or  decree  his  dissent  or  assent  in  regard  to  ar.v 
measure,  before  it  was  officially  presented  for 
his  consideration.]  Mark  me,  said  Mr.  C, be- 
fore Parliament  bad  decided  it  was  a  breach  of 
privilege  to  send  in  a  message.  Mr.  C.  said  he 
was  opposed  to  entering  upon  any  other  busi- 
ness til!  this  breach  was  repaired,  and  he  pro- 
posed to  follow  this  illustrious  example;  he  was 
opposed  to  their  acting  on  any  executive  nomi- 
nations till  they  had  decided  this  question  of 
privilege;  and  whether  the  President  had  been 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  privilege  or  not,  if  any 
thing  was  decided  by  the  Constitution,  it  wa< 
this,  that  there  should  be  no  interference  be- 
tween the  President  and  the  Senate,  but  by 
rule;  in  no  other  case  had  he  the  right  to  send 
a  message  to  Congress. 

The  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Leich,] 
had  alluded  to  this  subject  as  presented  in  the 
third  section  of  the  second  article  of  the 
Constitution.  [Mr.  Calhoun  read,  that  the 
President  should  communicate  to  Congress 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  recommend  such 
measures  as  he  might  deem  expedient.]  Had 
the  President,  said  Mr.  C,  mentioned  any 
thing  in  this  paper,  relative  to  the  state  of  the 
Union?  No!  Had  he  recommended  any  measure 
of  public  interest,  which  he  deemed  expedient;" 
Not  at  all,  but  he  had  asserted  the  right  to  put 
upon  the  journal  of  the  Senate,  a  paper  sent 
by  him,  as  a  historical  record  of  his  own  ac- 
tions. Mr.  C.  hoped  the  Senate  would  not, 
till  this    great  question   was   decided,    go    on 


character  of  that  body,  whether  as  a  co-ordi- 
nate branch  of  the  Government,  or,  as  a  mere 
dependent  on  the  Executive  Department.  He 
hoped  they  would  enter  on  no  other  business, till 
a  decision  worthy  of  the  Senate  had  been 
made  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  WILKINS  said  the  object  of  going  into 
Executive  session,  was  to  ratify  a  treaty  of 
which  the  time  was  about  to  expire. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  it  was  immaterial  whe- 
ther it  related  to  nominations  or  a  treaty. — 
There  could  be  no  business  more  important 
than  this,  to  vindicate,  as  far  as  in  them  lay, 
the  character  and  dignity  of  the  Senate,  and 
the  States  which  it  represented.  He  would  re- 
peat, that  he  would  enter  upon  n®  business 
whatever,  until  this  paper  was  disposed  of. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  said,  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  had  urged  the 
great  necessity  of  acting  immediately.  Mr.  S. 
understood  what  the  subject  was,  and  he  had 
risen  to  say,  that  there  would  be  no  such  imme- 
diate urgency  for  several  days;  and  having  said 
this,  he  would  now  express  his  fill  concurrence 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware, 
that  urgent  as  this  executive  business  might  be, 
there  was  nothing  more  important  than  the 
subject  now  before  them. 

Mr.  WILKINS  thought  some  debate  might 
arise  on  the  subject  to  which  he  had  alluded, 
that  would  require  time;  and  he  therefore  gave 
notice  that  he  should,  on  Monday  next,  at  the 
close  of  Mr.  Ewixa's  remarks,  move  to  go  in- 
to executive  session. 

M.  EW1NG  renewed  his  m:>tion,  and  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  P.  WHITE,  from  the  Com- 
mitt  e  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  A.  Webster,"  repotted  the 
same  without  amendment. 

Said  bill  was  committed. 

Mr  BELL,  of  Tenn.,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  recommitted  the 
bill  to  revive  and  amend  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  certain  insolvent  debtors  of  the  U.  States," 
passed  on  the  2d  March,  1831,  and  an  act  in  ad- 
dition thereto,  passed  on  the  14th  July,  1832, 
reported  the  same  with  an  amendment,  which 
amendment  was  read  and  concurred  in  by  the 
House — and  the  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time  to  morrow. 

Mr  ARCHER,  from  the  Committee  on  Fo- 
reign  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  letter 
from  the  President  of  the  U.  States,  upon  the 

j'e'ct  of  extending  the  term  allowed  for   the 


adjustment  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United 
with  any  executive  business,  nor  proceed  in  States,  under  the  treaty  with  Naples,  reported 
accordance  with  the  menace  in  that  paper,  to  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
make  appropriations  for  the  ensuing  year.         'act,  entitled  an  act  to  carry  into  effect  the  con- 
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vention  between  the  U.  States  and  his  majesty 
the  King  of  the  tvro  Sicilies,  concluded  at  Na- 
ples on  the  14th  day  of  October,  1832,"  which 
was  twice  read,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union 

Mr.  ARCHER,  from  the  Committee  on  Fo- 
reign Aff.iirs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Benjamin  Hewett. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  of  Va.  from  the  Committee  on 
the  District  ot  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  James  Young  ,•  also  a  bill  f .  r  the  relief 
of  Henry  Awkward. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Francis  Armstrong  Bailey. 

Said  bills  were  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  of  Va.,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  unfavorably 
on  the  petition  of  Andrew  Harper;  which  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  EDWARD  EVERETT,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Library  of  Congress,  to  which 
was  referred  the  joint  resolution  from  the  Se- 
nate "providing  for  the  purchase  of  ten  copie 
of  the  laws  of  tne  United  States  for  the  Libra- 
ry," reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  said  resolution  be  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  thr 
state  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHILTON,  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Jona- 
than Fare,  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ADAMS,  of  New  York,  the 
Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition* 
of  Samuel  Griffith  and,  Sarah  Foster;  which 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr  CONNER,  the  Committer 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  was  dischar- 
ged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  peti- 
tion of  Henry  A.  Nune*,  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WARDWELL, 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
was  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  cases  of  John  Manayhan, administrator  of  John 
Stoops,  Abraham  Perkins,  John  Snyder,  Na- 
than Magruder,  Sarah  Moore,  Samuel  Nye, 
Wm.  Methany,  Benjamin  Smith,  and  the  wid- 
ows of  certain  Canadian  refugees,  residing  in 
Champlain,  in  the  State  of  New  York;  said 
cases  were  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DUNLAP,  (by  leave,) 

Resolved  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route 
from  Richmond,  in  Fayette  county,  Tennessee. 
by  Hallsville,  in  Shelby  county,  to  Porterville, 
in  Tipton  county,  Tennessee. 

The  House,  by  consent,  proceeded  to  the  con 
sideration  of  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Duncan, 
yesterday,  to  direct  the  printing  of  3,000  copies 
of  Lieutenant  Allen's  report  and  map;  and  tin 
said  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HEATH  rose  and  said,  that  as  one  of 
the  guardians  of  the  people's  interest,  on  that 


floor,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  make  one  effort  to  se- 
cure their  moneys,  and  he,  therefore,  asked  the 
consent  of  the  house  to  offer  a  resolution.  As 
to  the  money  already  taken  from  the  Bank  of 
United  States  he  never  expected  to  see  it  restor- 
ed, but  he  wished  to  secure  that  which  should 
be  hereafter  received. 

The  resolution  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  deposite  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  its  branches,  from  the  1st  of 
May  next,  until  the  expiration  of  its  charter, 
all  the  accruing  revenues  of  the  Government. 

Objection  being-  made, 

Mr.  HEATH  moved  to  suspend  the  rule?  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  offer  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BURGES  asked  the  honorable  mover 
to  change  the  name  of  '*  Government"  into 
"  nation." 

The  SPEAKER  said  if  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended to  receive  the  resolution,  it  might  then 
be  modified. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  ayes  and 
nays,  and  negatived;  ayes  83,  nays  89. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  so  as  to  allow  him  to  submit  a  resolution, 
directing  the  Post  Master  General  to  furnish  the 
House  with  certain  information;  said  motion 
was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  JARVIS  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
to  allow  him  to  submit  the  following  resolution, 
viz. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
investigate  the  situation  of  the  Bank  of  Wash- 
ington, the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of 
Georgetown,  the  Patriotic  Bank,  and  the  Bank 
of  Alexandria,  situated  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  to  inquire  into  the  causes  which  have 
led  to  the  recent  suyn::nsion  of  specie  payments 
by  the  aforesaid  banks,  with  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  paper3,  and  that  the  committee  be 
directed  to  report  the  result  of  their  proceedings 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  HARDIN  would  suggest  to  the  honora- 
ble mover,  to  extend  the  inquiry  to  all  the  banks 
in  the  District,  and  the  state  of  all  the  public 
moneys  deposited  therein.  With  this  modifica- 
tion he  would  cordially  support  its  introduc- 
tion. 

Mr.  JARVIS  doubted  whether  that  House 
had  the  power  of  doing  so. 

Objection  being  made  to  grant  leave  to  intro- 
duce the  resolution, 

Mr.  JARVIS  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for 
that  purpose,  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  asked  the  honorable  mem- 
ber to  withdraw  the  motion  for  a  moment  to 
enable  him  to  move  to  postpone  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  resolution  of  Mr.  M.irdis 
ill  Tuesday  next. 

The  question  on  suspending  the  rules  was 
then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  ayes 
151.  noes  22. 

So  the  resolutions  were  proposed. 

Mr.  Hardin  said,  he  had  an  amendment  to 
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offer,  but  pending  this,  the  hour  devoted  to 
morning  business  having  expired,  the  resolu- 
tion and  amendment  stand  over. 

Mr.  H.  proposed  to  add  after  the  last  clause 
— "And  to  inquire  into  the  present  condition  of 
the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis;  and  also  what  is  the 
amount  of  its  debts  and  obligations,  and  the 
means  it  has  to  pay  them;  and  particularly  the 


tion  of  the  U.  States  is  necessary  to  authorize 
the  Congress  of  the  U.  States  to  entrust  the  cus- 
tody of  the  public  money,  not  appropriated  by 
law,  whenever  or  howsoever  obtained,  to  other 
agency  than  that  of  the  Executive  Department, 
and  that  the  custody  of  the  public  money  must 
not  be,  necessarily  under  the  Constitution,  en- 
trusted to  the  Executive  Department. 


species    of   property  it  possesses,   and  what      3.  Resolved,  That  Congress  can  take  out  of 


amount  is  due  to  the  bank  from  its  officers  or 
any  of  them."  J 

Mr.  JARVIS  then  moved  to  suspend  the  rules 
of  the  House,  which  set  apart  this  day  for  the 
consideration  of  private  business,  in  order  to 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution. 
The  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  POLK  moved  that  the  rules  of  the  House 
be  suspended,  in  order  to  take  up  the  general 
appropriation  bill,  but  withdrew  it  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  Archer,  in  order  to  dispose  of 
tome  bills  on  the  table. 

Mr.  POLK  renewed  his  motion  to  suspend 
the  rules,  in  order  to  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  McKIM  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken  the  motion  was  lost; 
ayes  91,  noes  66,  not  two-thirds. 

So  the  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rules. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  JARVIS,  that  the 
rule  setting  aside  Friday  and  Saturday  for  the 
consideration  of  private  business,  be  suspended 
— which  was  disagreed  to  by  the  House 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POLK, 


the  hands  of  ihe  Executive  Department,  the 
custody  of  the  public  property  or  money  with- 
out an  assumption  of  executive  power,  or  a  sub- 
version of  the  first  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, by  the  repeal  and  enactment  of  such  laws 
as  may  be  necessary  to  that  end. 

After  two  several  calls  of  the  House,  the 
question  was  put  on  the  motion  made  by  Mr. 
Wise  to  suspend  the  rule — which  was  carried 
in  the  negative — ayes  105,  noes  94. 

A  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  requiring  a 
vote  of  two-thirds. 

So  the  House  refused  to   suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  WISE  then  gave  notice  that  he  should 
renew  the  same  motion  every  day  during  the 
session  until  leave  should  be  given  to  introduce 
the  resolutions. 

Mr.  PEYTON  of  Tenn.  rose  and  said, 

Mr.  Speaker,  as  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia  has  no'ified  the  House  that  he 
will  offer  the  resolutions  which  have  just  been 
rejected,  every  day  during  the  session  unless 
they  are  received.  I  voted  for  the  suspension 
of  the  rule,  to  enable  the  gentleman  to  bring 
forward  his  resolutions,  because  I  intended  to 


The  consideration  of  the  motion  to  reconsider  offer  an  amendment  in  lieu  of  the  whole  of  those 
the  vote  on  the  engrossment  and  third  reading  [  resolutions.  I  now,  sir,  notify  the  House,  and 
of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Kilbourn,  was  that  gentleman,  that  I  shall  offer  the  resolutions 
further  postponed  until  Friday  next  the  25th  in-  { which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  as  a  substitute,  when- 
stant.  ever  the  honorable  member  from  Virginia  shall 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  POLK,  that  j  offer  his  resolutions.  I  move,  Mr.  Speaker,that 
the  rule  setting  aside  Friday  and  Saturday  for  j  the  rule  be  suspended  for  the  raading  of  the 
the  consideration  of  private  business,  be  sus-  resolutions  which  I  send  to  the  table. 


pcnded,  and  that  the  House  proceed  to  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropri 
ations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
Government  for  the  year  1834 — which  motion 
was  disagreed  to- 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  War  transmitting  'a 
detailed  estimate  of  the  repairs  of  the  Cumber- 
land Road,  east  of  the  Ohio  river — which  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  letter  from  the  same,  transmitting  the 
report  of  the  Engineer  employed  to  make  a  sur- 
vey and  estimate,  with  a  view  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  steamboat  navigation  of  the  Monon- 
gahela  river — which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  WISE,  that  the 
rule  prescribing  the  order  of  business,  be  sus- 
])«.  nded,  to  allow  him  to  submit  the  following 
ii  solutions,  viz 

1  •  Resolved,  That  the  custody  and  control  of 
the  moneys  of  the  U.  States  not  appropriated 
by  law,  are  by  the  Constitution  placed  under 
the  order  and  direction  of  the  Congress  of  the 
U.  States. 

2.  Resolved,  That  no  change  of  the  Constitu 


The  SPEAKER  informed  Mr.  P.  that  it  was 
not  in  order  to  offer  a  substitute  for  resolutions 
which  were  not  received  by  the  House. 

Then,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  offer  them  as  original 
resolutions,  and  ask  fora  suspension  of  the  rule. 
If  we  are  to  have  the  question  let  us  meet  it  fully. 

The  readiug  of  the  resolution  being  called  for 
and  ordered, they  were  read: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  late  Executive  proceedings  in  re- 
lation to  the  public  revenue,  has  not  assumed 
"upon  himself  authority  and  power  not  confer- 
red by  the  Constitution  and  laws,"  but  that  he 
has  acted  in  conformity  to  both. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
in  a  late  resolution  passed  by  that  body,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit :  "  Resolved,  That  the 
President  in  the  late  Executive  proceedings  in 
relation  to  the  public  revenue,  has  assumed  up- 
on himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by 
the  Constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of 
both" — have,  by  that  resolution,  adopted  not  with 
a  view  to  legislative  action,  but  as  a  solemn  cen- 
sure upon  the  President,  infringed  upon  the  right- 
ful and  legitimate  powers  and  prerogatives  ofthe 
House  of  Representatives. 
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Resolved,  That  Congress  has  the  power,  by 
law,  to  select  the  places  of  depositing  the  public 
money,  and  providing  for  its  safe  keeping. 

The  SPEAKER  was  proceeding  to  a  count 
of  the  House,  when,  at  the  suggestion  of  sev- 
eral members, — 

Mr.  PEYTON  withdrew,  for  the  present,  his 
motion,  stating  that  he  should  renew  it  when  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Wise)  should  be  offered, 

When  the  House  adjourned  at  3  o'clock. 


SENATE. 

Monday,  April  21st,  1834. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House,  by 
Mr.  Franklin,  the  Clerk,  reporting  a  bill  to 
provide  for  the  compensation  of  certain  losses 
during  the  last  war,  the  subsequent  Indian  war- 
fare, and  for  other  purposes;  and,  also,  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  Wilson. 

THE  PRESIDENT'S  MANIFESTO. 

The  following  message  was  received  from 
the  President,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  Secretary. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

Having  reason  to  believe  that  certain  passages 
contained  in  my  Message  and  Protest,  transmit- 
ted to  the  Senate  on  the  17th  instant,  may  be 
misunderstood,  I  think  it  proper  to  state  that  it 
was  not  my  intention  to  deny,  in  the  said  Mes 
sage,  the  power  and  right  of  the  Legislative  De- 
partment to  provide  by  law  lor  the  custody,  safe 
keeping,  and  disposition  of  the  public  money  and 
property  of  the  United  States. 

Although  I  am  well  satisfied  that  such  a  con- 
struction is  not  warranted  by  any  thing  contain- 
ed in  that  Message,  yet  aware,  from  experience, 
that  detached  passages  of  an  argumentative  docu- 
ment, when  disconnected  from  their  context,  and 
considered  without  reference  to  previous  limita- 
tions, and  the  particular  positions  they  were  in- 
tended to  refute  of  to  establish,  may  be  made  to 
bear  a  construction  varying  altogether  from  the 
sentiments  really  entertained  and  intended  to  be 
expressed;  and  deeply  solicitous  that  my  views 
on  this  point  should  not,  either  now  or  hereaf- 
ter, be  misapprehended,  I  have  deemed  it  due  to 
the  gravity  of  the  subject,  to  the  great  interests 
it  involves,  and  to  the  Senate,  as  well  as  to  my- 
self, to  embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  to  make 
this  communication. 

I  admit,  without  reserve,  as  I  have  before  done, 
the  constitutional  power  of  the  Legislature  to 
provide  by  law  the  place  or  places  in  which  the 
public  mone*  or  other  property  is  to  be  deposit- 
ed; and  to  make  such  regulations  concerning  its 
custody,  removal,  or  disposition,  as  they  may 
think  proper  to  enact.  Nor  do  I  claim  for  the 
Executive  any  right  to  the  possession  or  dispo- 
sition of  the  public  property  or  treasure,  or  any 
authority  to  interfere  with  the  same,  except  when 
such  possession,  disposition,  or  authority,  is  giv- 
en to  him  by  law;  nor  do  I  claim  the  right  in  any 
manner  to  supervise  or  interfere  with  the  person 
entrusted  with  such  property  or  treasure,  unless 
he  be  an  officer  whose  appointment,  under  the 
Constitution  and  laws,  is  devolved  upon  the 
President  alone,  or  in  conjunction  with  the  Se- 


nate, and  for  whose  conduct  he  is  constitution*1' 
ly  responsible. 

As  the  Message  and  Protest  referred  to,  may 
appear  on  the  Journal  of  the  Senate,  and  remain 
among  the  recorded  documents  of  the  nation,  I 
am  unwilling  that  opinions  should  be  imputed  to 
me,  even  through  misconstruction,  which  are  not 
contained  in  it;  and  more  particularly  am  I  soli- 
citous that  I  may  not  be  supposed  to  ciaim  for 
myself,  or  my  successors,  any  power  or  authori- 
ty not  clearly  granted,  by  the  Constitution  and 
law,  to  the  President.  I  have,  therefore,  re- 
spectfully to  request  that  this  communication 
may  be  considered  a  part  of  that  Message,  and 
that  it  may  be  entered  therewith  on  the  Journals 
of  the  Senate. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
April  21,  1834. 

Mr.  POINDEXTERsaid  he  would  make  the 
dame  motion  in  regard  to  this  supplementary 
Message,  that  he  had  made  in  regard  to  the  ori- 
ginal Message,  that  it  should  not  be  received  by 
the  Senate. 

He  afterwards  moved  to  lay  this  motion  on  the 
table,  which  was  done,  and  he  presented  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  President,  in  transmitting 
the  paper  which  he  did  to  the  Senate  on  the 
17th  instant,  which  he  requested  to  be  placed  on 
its  journals  as  an  executive  protest  against  the 
resolutions  passed  by  the  Senate,  made  a  com- 
munication not  authorized  by  the  Constitution, 
nor  warranted  by  that  mutual  interchange  of 
communications  which  the  discharge  of  official 
duties  renders  necessary  and  proper  between  the 
Legislative  and  the  Executive  Departments  of 
the  Government. 

Resolved,  That  the  President,  in  the  paper  a- 
bove  referred  to,  assumes  powers  in  relation  to 
the  Senate  not  authorized  by  the  Constitution, 
a.nd  calculated,  in  its  consequences,  to  destroy 
that  harmony  which  ought  to  exist  between  the 
co-ordinate  departments  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment; to  interfere  with  the  Senate  in  the  dis- 
charge of  its  duties;  to  degrade  it  in  the  public 
opinion;  and,  finally,  to  destroy  its  independence 
by  subjecting  its  rights  and  duties  to  the  determi- 
nation and  control  of  the  Chief  Magistrate. 

Resolved,  That  the  communication  of  a  paper 
of  such  a  character,  with  the  declaration  that  ac- 
companied it,  is  a  plain  and  open  breach  of  the 
constitutional  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Senate; 
and  that  it  cannot  be  received  by  the  body,  with- 
out a  surrender  of  the  just  powers  confided  to  it 
by  the  Constitution,  in  trust,  to  secure  the  liber- 
ty, and  promote  the  prosperity,  of  these  Stat«»; 
and  which  the  members  are  bound  to  maintain 
under  the  sacred  obligation  of  an  oath. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  papers  l>e  not 
received  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  moved,  after  the  resolu- 
tions were  read,  that  they  should  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  question  being  on  a  motion  to  prin'  Mr. 
Poindf.xtf.k's  Resolutions, 

Mr  PRESTON  said,  before  the  motion  was 
put,  he  would  take  this  oecasion  to  say,  that  he 
was  extremely  glad  this  supplementary  paper 
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had  been  sent,  and  he  deemed  it  so  high  a  mat- 
ter of  congratulation,  that  he  was  not  willing  to 
let  it  pass  without  congratulating  the  Senate  and 
the  country  on  this  gloss  of  the  principle  on 
which  doctrines  had  been  built  up  from  which 
r very  candid  and  patriotic  mind  must  revolt; 
but  still  more  he  would  congratulate  the  Senate 
that  it  went  to  prove  Ihe  existence  of  the  fact, 
that  the  President's  ear  was  not  closed:  that  he 
had  heard  what  was  going  on,  and  Mr.  P.  hoped 
that  during  the  progress  of  this  debate,  many 
such  supplementary  papers  would  be  put  on 
the  table,  and  thus  the  effects  of  the  original 
would  be  entirely  overwhelmed  by  the  com- 
ments wh'ch  he  would  put  upon  it. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  objected  to  receiving  the 
resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  and 

placing  them  on  the  journals,  without  their  be-  I  Delaware  could  proceed. 
ing  accompanied  by  the  Protest.  He  thought  I  Mr.  C  then  continued 
it  better  to  decide  on  the  naked  motion  not  to 
receive.  He  would  submit  it  tothehon.  gen- 
tleman whether  the  resolutions  ought  to  be  put 
on  the  records,  without  respect  to" the  explana- 
tory Messige.  He  was  glad  this  had  been  sent 
to  the  Senate  this  morning,  not  because  the-e 
was  any  cause  to  alter  the  original,  but  it  would 
prevent  posterity  from  misconstruing  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Chief  Magistrate.  He  understood 
the  subsequent  Messsage  in  no  other  light  than 
the  original  one.  The  Senator  from  South  Ca- 
rolina was  mistaken;  this  was  not  a  correction 
of  error,  but  was  designed  to  prevent  erroneous 
impressions.  Pie  thought  the  resolutions  of  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi  unjust.  What  would 
posterity  think  of  recording  a  strong  condem- 
nation of  the  President,  without  recording  his 
defence?  It  was  manifestly  unjust  to  him, con- 
sidered as  a  sin, pie  individual. 

Mr.  EWING  remarked,  that  the  President 
had  directed  his  Protest  to  be  recorded  on  his 
executive  journals;  it  would  stand  there  alone, 
and  he  thought  it  just,  contrary  to  the  views  of 
the  Senator  from  Georgia,  that  the  resolutions 
should  be  recorded  on  the  journals  of  the  Sen- 
ate ,  as  a  set  off,  so  that  the  whole  would  be  re- 
corded on  the  two  journals. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  concurred,  on  this  point, 
with  the  Senator  from  Ohio.  The  resolutions 
were  not  responsive;  they  were  only  designed  to 
give  information  to  posterity  of  the  grounds  on 
which  this  paper  was  rejected.  It  would  give  a 
precedent  for  future  time.     He  moved  that  his 


had  heard  of  such  a  thing  in  the  Constitution  or 
the  laws  as  the  existence  of  an  Executive  Jour- 
nal. He  rose  now  merely  to  express  his  sur- 
prise at  the  opinions  uttered  by  the  Senator  from 
Georgia,  "  that  the  message  which  had  just  been 
read  retracted  none  of  the  principles  laid  down 
in  the  former  message."  Why  the  very  ground 
work  of  the  former  message  was  the  assertion 
that  the  Chief  Executive  was  entitled  to  the 
control  and  custody  of  the  public  money. 

The  CHAIR  here  stated  that  the  only  subject 
before  the  Senate  was  the  proposition  to  lay  the 
first  motion  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  -said  the  motion  before  the 
Senate  was  the  same  upon  which  the  Senator 
from  Georgia  had  spoken. 

The  CHAIR  intimated  that  the  Senator   from 


motion  not  to  receive  should,  for  tiie  present, 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Ala  ,  wished  to  know  whether 
the  resolutions  were  now  presented  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate,  or  whether  a  mere  no- 
tice was  now  given  that  they  would  be  of- 
fered. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  a  few  words  which  were 
not  heard. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said  lie  had  understood  that 
the  resolutions  had  been  offered,  and  were  to 
be  entered  on  the  journals  of  the  Senate.  The 
resolutions  of  the  Senate  against  the  President 
was  on  the  executive  journal,  that  any  body 
might  know  the  action  of  the  Senate. 
Mr.  CLAYTON  said  it  was  the  first  time  he 


The  whole  argument 
contained  in   the  former  Executive  paper  was 
based   upon   the    assertion   that   the  President 
could   take   the  custody   of  the  public  money. 
The  inference  drawn  from   this  position  by  the 
honorable   Senator   from  Virginia,  and   others, 
was,  that  if  this   were  law,  the  President  might 
retain  in  his  possession  the  public  money,  not- 
withstanding a  resolution  to  the  contrary  passed 
by  two-thirds  of  both  Houses.    This  was  the  po- 
sition assumed  by  the  Executive;  and  he,  Mr.  C, 
now  distinctly  understood  that  position  to  be  re- 
tracted by  the  President  of  the   United   States. 
He  retracted  that  which,  in  his,  Mr.  C's.,  mind, 
was  the  most  exceptionable   feature  contained 
in  the  document;  that  principle  which  exercised, 
would    render   this    Government  a   despotism, 
which  united  the  purse  and  the  sword.     Taking 
the  sentiments  in   the  former  message,  and  com- 
paring   them  with   that   which   had  just  been 
read,  he,  Mr.  C.  thought  it  would  require  even 
more  than  the  ingenuity  of  the  Senator    from 
Georgia,  to  prove  that  the  latter  was   not  a  re- 
traction of  the  former.     Gentlemen  might  call  it 
an  explanation  if  they  pleased,  but  he  maintained 
that  it  was  a  retraction.     He  concurred  fully  in 
opinion  with  the  hon.  Senator  from  S.  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Preston,)  that  they  were  indebted  for  this 
change  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  President  to 
the  debates  which  had  taken  place  in  the  Senate. 
When  the  former  message  came  here,  it  was  re- 
ceived in  such  a  manner  as   convinced  the  Exec- 
utive that  it  would  not  be  submitted  to,  and  now 
they  found  it  abandoned.     There  were  still,  how- 
ever, many  obnoxious   principles  remaining   in 
the  message.     The   Executive  still   denied  the 
Senate  even  the  right  to   debate  upon  his  con- 
duct, much  less  to  express  their  opinion  by  res- 
olution as  to  the  extent  of  his  power.     When  the 
Executive  should  send  other  messages,  explaining 
these  points,  and  acknowledging  the  right  of  the 
Senate  to  pass  a  resolution  relative  to  the  limits 
of  Executive   power;  then  this  paper,  however 
impertinent,  would  cease  to  be  so  odious  to  the 
friends  of  our  civil  institutions. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  rose.  He  said  he  had  arrived 
in  the  city,  and  resumed  his  seat  since  the  de- 
bate began,  and  he  rose  to  say  that  he  thought 
the  transmission  of  this  protest  to  be  one  of  the 
most  important  and  ominous  occurrences  of  these 
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■  extraordinary  times.  It  is,  said  Mr.  W.,  a  com- 
munication of  so  anomalous  a  character,  in  the 
first  place,  that  it  perplexed  the  discrimina- 
tion of  the  Senate  to  show  what  preliminary 
disposition  to  make  of  it.  Some  are  for  receiving 
it,  others  are  against  receiving  it,  «lthough  it 
has  been  read,  and  its  contents  commented  on. 
It  seems  to  hang,  at  present,  in  a  pendulous  con- 
dition, between  reception  and  rejection.  It  has 
no  resting  place.  It  is  like  the  coffin  of  Maho- 
met, suspended  between  Heaven  and  earth,  as 
unfit  to  go  higher,  and  finding  no  proper  abiding 
place  below.  But  I  am  unwilling  that  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  great  and  grave  topic  should  be 
embarrassed  by  questions  of  form.  I  am  oblig- 
ed to  the  member  from  Mississippi  for  the  strong 
grasp  which  he  laid  on  the  prinples  of  this  paper 
at  its  first  appearance,  but  as  to  the  form  of  pro- 
ceeding with  it,  I  confess  I  should  have  preferred 
to  have  passed  over  the  question  of  reception,  and 
gone  at  once  to  the  substantial  character  of  the 
protest  itself.  It  is  too  interesting,  and  will 
prove  so — too  exciting,  and  will  prove  so,  to  go 
from  the  Senate,  till  it  shall  have  received  such 
discussion  and  such  reply  as  it  is  entitled  to. 

It  is  said  that  the  paper  is  indecorous, and  just- 
ly offensive  to  the  self  respect  of  the  Senate;  but 
there  is  much  more  in  it  than  indecorum,  or  want 
of  respect  to  the  Senate  ;  and  I  think  we  shall 
best  consult  the  character  of  this  body,  and  bet- 
ter fulfil  the  expectation  of  the  country,  by  go- 
ing at  once  to  the  dangerous  assertions  of  pow- 
er which  the  paper  sets  up,  and  fully  exposing 
those  claims  of  power  to  the  people.  The  Pre- 
sident denies  that  this  House,  or  indeed  either 
House  of  Congress,  has  any  right  to  express  any 
opinion  upon  his  conduct,  except  by  way  of  im- 
peachment. This  is,  indeed,  new  and  startling. 
That  in  a  popular  representative  Government, 
the  representatives  .of  the  people  may  not  express 
their  opinions  upon  measures  of  the  Executive 
power,  is  a  doctrine,  I  believe,  now,  for  the  fisr* 
time  put  forth.  Who  has  ever  heard  of  it  be- 
fore? Though  this  right  is  denied  to  either 
House  of  Congress,  the  President's  reasons  are 
urged  mainly  against  the  right  of  the  Senate,and 
the  chief  reason  is,  that  the  Senate  are  judges  in 
cases  of  impeachment,  and  that,  therefore,  until 
impeachment  come,  it  should  be  silent.  But  this 
objection,  it  is  obvious,  would  stop  the  mouth  of 
the  Senate,  with  respect  to  every  other  officer  of 
the  Government,  as  well  as  the  President,  be- 
cause all  officers  are  equally  impeachable,  and 
the  Senate  must  try  all  impeachments. 

I  know  not,  sir,  who  drew  this  Protest,  but 
whoever  he  was,  instead  of  looking  for  sound 
constitutional  principles  in  the  history  of  free 
Governments,  in  the  practice  of  legislatures  in 
the  United  States,  or  elsewhere,  he  has  content- 
ed himself  with  ancient  truism  from  the  black 
letter  law  books,  that  the  House  of  Lords  can- 
not institute  an  impeachment,  or  frame  articles, 
and  then  try  it  themselves.  But  do  not  the 
Lords,  as  well  as  the  Commons,  express  their 
opinions,  by  votes  and  resolutions,  of  the  con- 
duct of  Ministers  of  the  crown  ?  Yet  they  have 
the  power,  of  trying  impeachments.  The  Senate 
has  an  undoubted  right,  in  my  opinion,  to  ex 


press  its  opinions  on  the  public  conduct  of  exec- 
utive officers.  The  contingency,  that  it  may  be 
called  on  to  try  an  impeachment,  is  no  bar  to  the 
exercise  of  this  right.  Doubtless  there  may  be 
cases  in  which  the  propriety  of  its  exercise  might 
be  much  influenced  by  the  consideration  that  the 
Senate  held  the  power  of  judging  on  impeach- 
ment. But  this  is  matter  of  discretion.  In.  every 
case,  the  Senate  must  proceed  upon  its  own 
sense  of  propriety  and  justice.  There  may 
be,  sometimes,  good  reason  to  refrain  from  ex- 
pressing opinions,  and  sometimes  there  may  be 
the  highest  propriety  in  expressing  such  opin- 
ions in  the  strongest  manner.  The  right  of  do- 
ing so  is  clear,  and  is  not  to  be  disputed.  The 
possession  of  judicial  power  does  not  abridge 
the  legislative  power  of  the  Senate.  It  does 
not  take  any  of  its  rights  as  a  representative 
body. 

Sir,  the  President  of  the  United  Stntes  has 
been  misled.  He  is  uninformed,  or  misinformed, 
as  to  the  real  state  of  opinion  in  the  country.  I 
fear  there  are  those  who  share  his  confidence, 
and  present  to  his  view  only  one  side  of  things. 
Tho  state  of  the  country  is  alarming.  Members 
of  the  Senate,  who  have  not  been  out  of  this  city 
for  five  months,  are  not  aware  of  the  depth  and 
strength  of  the  public  feeling.  I  should  like  to 
know  what  advisers  have  recommended  to  the 
President  to  send  us  this  protest.  Its  circula- 
tion through  the  country  will  add  fuel  to  feelings 
already  sufficiently  enkindled.  The  President 
has  around  him  the  heads  of  departments.  Can 
any  body  tell  us  whether  any  of  those  heads,  and 
if  any,  which  of  them,  advised  to  send  this  paper 
to  the  Senate  ?  Or  which  of  them,  if  any,  sat 
by,  neither  assenting  or  dissenting,  afraid  to 
speak  their  minds,  or  unwilling  to  hazard  their 
places  ? 

Sir,  it  is  not  without  some  color  of  reason 
that  the  President,  in  this  paper,  speaks  of  the 
Heads  ©f  Departments  as  his  secretaries.  One 
half  of  them  have  never  been  confirmed  by  the 
Senate.  Three  of  them,  usually  called  mem- 
bers of  the  Cabinet,  being  one  half  of  the  whole, 
were  appointed  last  year,  in  the  recess  of  Con- 
gress, and  now,  when  we  are  near  the  end  of 
the  fifth  month  of  the  session,  their  appointments 
have  not  been  sent  to  the  Senate  for  confirma- 
tion. This  is  a  thing  before  altogether  unheard 
of.  I  hesitate  not  to  say  that  this  course  is  de- 
iogatory  to  the  rights  of  the  Senate,  and  incon- 
sistent with  the  intent  and  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. It  is  altogether  without  precedent.  Other 
Presidents  have  felt  it  their  duty,  when  they 
have  made  appointments  in  the  recess,  to  send 
them  to  the  Senate  immediately  upon  it"  assem- 
bling. Usually  such  nominations  come  to  us 
the  first  ten  or  twelve  days  of  the  session.  It 
has  rarely  happened  that  they  have  been  delay- 
ed as  long  as  a  month.  But  near  five  months 
have  now  elapsed,  and  yet  these  nominations 
are  not  sent  to  us.  When  they  do  come,  I  hope 
we  shall  know  who  has  approved  the  sending  of 
this  protest.  I  hope  we  shall  learn  who  has 
made  himself  partaker  in  it,  by  positive  sanc- 
tion, or  silent  acquiescence. 

Sir,  I  will  not  discuss  the  assertions,  the  pre- 
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tensions,  the  dangers  of  this  protest.  Others 
are  in  possession  of  the  debate.  I  do  not  see 
that  the  case  is  altered  by  the  codicil.  The 
whole  measure  is  of  an  alarming  character.  It 
attempts  one  great  stride  towards  the  accumu- 
lation of  all  power  in  Executive  hands;  a  stride 
which  I  doubt  not  the  Senate  will  resist  with 
firmness  and  constancy;  and  in  that  resistance 
they  will  be  supported  by  the  country. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  it  was  very  unimportant 
to  him  whether  the  last  message  was  considered 
an  explanation  or  a  retraction.  If  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Delaware  entertained  such  im- 
pressions as  he  had  just  stated,  it  was  very  easy 
to  be  accounted  for.  He  had  probably  read  the 
message  with  a  desire  to  see  that  the  President 
had  committed  an  error,  and  in  consequence, 
might  have  formed  an  unfavorable  judgment  of 
it.  Now,  with  regard  to  what  had  been  said  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  he 
begged  leave  to  say  a  word  or  two.  That  Sen- 
ator had  reiterated  a  complaint,  which  he  had 
heretofore  made,  in  regard  to  the  withholding  by 
the  President  of  certain  nominations  of  high  of- 
ficers of  the  Government.  He  was  mistaken  in 
point  of  fact.  There  was  not  one-half  of  the 
Cabinet  whose  nominations  had  not  been  sent  to 
the  Senate. 

[Mr.  Webster  said  there  were  three — the  Se^ 
cretary  of  State,  the  Attorney  General,  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.] 

Mr.  F.  resumed.  The  principle  was  the  same, 
whether  it  was  a  portion  only  or  the  whole  of  the 
Cabinet.  The  honorable  Senator  had  told  the 
Senate  that  those  officers  were  in  the  discharge 
of  important  duties,  in  violation  of  the  principles 
of  the  Constitution,  and  in  derogation  of  the 
rights  of  the  Senate.  He  would  ask  the  honor- 
able gentleman  if  he  had  recently  read  the  Con- 
stitution? 

[Mr.  Webster.  Yes,  sir.] 
Mr.F.continued.  Then  he  would  beg  to  call  his 
attention  to  a  particular  part  of  it,  which  declared 
that  persons  commissioned  by  the  President 
should  hold  them  to  the  termination  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress.  And  this  was  an  answer 
to  the  charge  of  a  violation  of  the  Constitution 
having  been  committed.  They  were  the  officers 
•f  the  United  States,  as  much  as  if  they  had 
been  confirmed  by  the  Senate,  and  would  remain 
so  to  the  termination  of  the  session.  It  was  true 
there  would  have  been  some  difference  in  their 
position,  at  this  time,  if  their  nominations  had 
been  presented  to  the  Senate,  and  they  had  been 
condemned  by  it.  And  upon  this  was  based  the 
complaint.  Honorable  Senators  desired  that  the 
nominations  might  be  made,  in  ordei  that  they 
might  sit  in  judgment  on  them.  He  had  reason 
to  believe  that  was  the  fact,  from  the  suggestion 
which  had  been  made  by  the  honorable  Senator 
to  day,  that  some  plausible  reason  was  always 
sought  for,  so  that  the  presentation  of  the  nomi- 
nations might  be  postponed.  The  gentleman  had 
expressed  a  wish  to  know  which  of  the  persons 
who  would  have  to  come  under  the  adjudication 
of  the  Senate  had  acquiesced  in  the  message. 
Perhaps  (said  Mr.  F.)  there  might  be  an  occasion, 
before  the  end  of  the  session,  to  enlighten  his 


judgment,  and  then  he  would  know  exactly  how 
he  should  decide  on  another  matter.  He  (Mr.F.) 
would  contend  that  they  were  officers,  acting  ac- 
cording to  the  Constitution,  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  not  derogated  from  his  duty.  It  was 
his  duty,  and  he  dare  not  do  otherwise,  to  present 
the  nominations  in  question  before  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress. 

With  respect  to  this  anomalous  proceeding, 
it  was  unprecedented — the  first  instance  in  the 
history  of  the  Government,  in  which  the  Execu- 
tive had  been  arraigned  before  the  people  by 
the  extra-judicial  conduct  of  the  Senate.  Did 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
think  it  a  trifling  matter  that  the  President 
should  have  been  charged  with  having  violated 
his  duty  and  forgotten  the  solemn  obligations  of 
his  oath?  And  to  whom  was  the  Executive  to 
address  himself,  but  to  those  from  whom  the 
charge  had  emanated  ?  The  Senate  had  arraign- 
ed him;  and  the  honorable  Senator  particularly, 
and  others,  had  said  that  the  remedy  for  all  this, 
lay  with  the  people.  He  (Mr.  F.)  would  ad- 
mit that  it  was  for  them  to  decide  whether  or  not 
he  was  correct;  and,  if  he  was  found  guilty,  to 
punish  him  for  violating  the  Constitution  and  the 
laws. 

But,  he  would  ask,  if  it  was  not  the  right  of 
a  party,  after  being  condemned  without  a  hear- 
ing, to  be  heard  thereafter?  The  question  now 
before  the  people  was  placed  there  by  the  Se- 
nate. The  President  then  had,  at  least,  a  right 
to  be  heard  by  the  people;  no  one  would  pretend 
to  deny  it;  and  they  would  decide  on  his  con- 
duct, and  either  sustain  or  condemn  him.  How 
could  the  Executive  defend  himself,  without 
presenting  to  the  Senate  a  statement  of  his  case? 
If  he  had  thought  of  committing  a  fraud ,  he 
might  have  interwoven  that  message  with  some 
legislative  proposition,  which  the  Senate  would 
have  been  compelled  to  have  received,  and 
could  not  have  resisted  ;  but  he  had  done  no 
such  thing.  He  had  presented  a  fair  statement 
of  his  case,  and  asked  only  that  it  might  be  pre- 
served, in  order  that  his  views  might  be  seen  by 
posterity  and  the  world.  And  he  had  come  to 
the  Senate,  not  as  a  Chief  Magistrate  demand- 
ing that  his  views  might  be  preserved  on  the 
records  of  the  country?  but  with  a  request  that 
they  might  be  preserved  on  the  journal  of  the 
Senate  with  the  resolutions  condemning  him  ; 
that  no  inference  contrary  to  the  Executive 
power  hereafter  might  be  drawn,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  having  justice  done  to  his  opinions 
as  an  officer  and  a  man . 

He  (Mr.  F.)  entirely  concurred  with  the  ho- 
norable Senator  from  Massachusetts — that  the 
country  expected  and  would  demand,  at  the 
hands  of  the  Senate,  that  this  matter  should  be 
solemnly  considered  and  decided;  that  the  ques- 
tion which  it  had  raised  should  be  treated  as  it 
deserved,  neither  forgetting  what  was  due  to 
the  dignity  of  this  body,  nor  to  the  high  station 
and  dignity  of  our  Chief  Magistrate.  There 
were  most  important  and  grave  consideration 8 
connected  with  this  matter.  Be  they  true  cr 
false,  they  must  be  treated  with  that  respect, 
moderation,  and  forbearance,  which  became  the 
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dignity  of  the  Senate,  or  that  body  would  be 
lost  in  the  opinion  of  the  American  people.  Let 
the  conduct  of  the  President  be  fairly  examined, 
and  no  incorrect  inferences  be  drawn.  Yes, 
that  was  the  way,  and  the  only  way,  in  which 
he  ought  to  be  treated.  His  (Mr.  F's)  opinions 
on  the  whole  matter  were  perfectly  well  under- 
stood. He  considered  the  charge  which  had 
been  made  against  the  President  as  uncalled 
for,  unnecessary,  and  improper;  but  he  trusted 
that  the  Senate,  in  its  future  conduct,  would  not 
forget  what  was  due  to  itself,  and  to  the  dignity 
of  our  Chief  Magistrate,  so  that  justice  might 
be  done  him.  He  (Mr.  F.)  was  of  opinion  that 
the  Senate  had  travelled  beyond  the  bounds  of 
propriety,  and  deserved,  what  he  believed 
would,  in  due  time,  be  meted  to  them — a  sen- 
tence of  condemnation  by  the  people. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  replied.  The  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  said  he,  has  referred  to  the  de- 
cision of  that  high  tribunal,  by  whose  decision 
all  public  men,  and  all  public  bodies,  must  ulti- 
mately stand  or  fall.  I  cheerfully  join  in  the 
appeal,  and  have  no  fear  of  the  result.  It  can 
never  be,  that  the  people  of  the  United  States 
will,  for  no  earthly  reason,  submit  to  severe 
suffering  and  to  encroachments  on  constitution- 
al liberty;  and,  I  doubt  not,  the  sime  people 
will  standby  the  Senate  in  all  just  and  consti- 
tutional efforts  to  sustain  its  own  rights  and  the 
rights  of  Congress.  I  believe  the  Senate  stands 
strong  in  the  confidence  of  a  majority  of  the  na- 
tion, and  that  nothing  would  more  produce  dis- 
may and  despair  than  that  this  body  should  be 
found  to  flinch  or  falter  in  a  moderate,  but  firm 
and  decided  opposition  to  the  present  course  of 
public  measures. 

The  gentleman  supposes  I  am  mistaken  as  to 
the  number  of  members  of  the  Cabinet  not  yet 
nominated  to  the  Senate.  But  there  is  no  mis- 
take The  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  the  Attorney  General,  have 
been  in  office  six  or  seven  months,  and  have 
neither  of  them  been  yet  sent  to  the  Se  late  for 
confirmation.  What  reason  is  to  be  given  for 
this  departure  from  all  former  practice  of  the 
Government?  How  is  it  to  be  justified?  We 
may  conjecture  a  reason,  indeed,  but  it  is  such 
a  reason  as  ought  not  to  exist.  I  know  well 
that  these  officers  hold  commissions  which  run 
to  the  end  of  the  session.  Such  is  the  constitu- 
tional provision.  But  1  know,  too,  that  although 
that  be  so,  all  other  Presidents  have  laid  such 
appointments  before  the  Senate  early  after  the 
commencement  of  the  session.  This  has  been 
the  uniform  course;  and  to  bold  back  so  many 
of  the  heads  of  departments,  for  so  many 
months  fiom  the  beginning  of  the  session,  is  a 
thing  altogether  without  precedent. 

As  to  the  protest,  sir,  it  appears  to  me,  that 
the  honorable  member  from  Georgia  has  conce- 
ded it  away.  He  admits  that  there  may  arise 
emergencies  in  which  the  Senate  has  a  right  to 
expres.  its  opinion  upon  Executive  proceed- 
ings; to  make  a  case,  as  he  expresses  it,  for  the 
consideration  of  the  people.  If  this  be  so,  then 
the  Senate  itself  is  to  be  the  only  judge,  when 
that  emergency  has  arisen.    The  gentleman's 


admission  acknowledges  the  right.  The  exer 
cise  of  the  right,  then,  on  any  given  occasion, 
is  matter  of  discretion;  and  this  is  precisely  the 
ground  on  which  I  placed  the  question  when 
last  speaking.  Indeed,  it  cannot  be  otherwise. 
Suppose  the  President  should  commission  per- 
sons to  office,  whom  the  Senate  has  rejected; 
might  we  not  resolve,  that  such  a  proceeding 
was  unconstitutional  ?  Suppose  he  should  threat  - 
en  to  turn  us  out  of  our  seats,  by  force,  might 
we  not  enter  on  our  journal  a  resolution  against 
such  menace?  No' one,  surely,  can  doubt  this 
The  Senate,  then,  possesses  the  right;  on  are- 
cent  oceasio-i  it  saw  fit  to  exercise  that  right,  in 
its  discretion,  and  under  its  own  sense  of  duty; 
and  it  is  a  right  which  its  members  are  bound  to 
maintain,  in  behalf  of  themselves,  and  for  their 
successors  in  all  time  to  come.  I  say  nothing, 
at  present,  upon  the  claims  of  executive  pow- 
er put  forth  in  the  protest.  All  I  mean  now,  is, 
to  assert  the  right-  of  the  Senate  to  express  its 
opinion  upon  the  con  'uct  of  the  Executive,  in 
critical  emergencies,  *nd  on  momentous  occa- 
sions, notwithstanding  no  impeachment  be  pen- 
ding before   it. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said,  the  Senator  from  Geor- 
gia had  observed,  that  perhaps  he  (Mr.  C.)  had 
been  influenced  by  a  desire  to  find  the  Presi- 
dent in  error  \vhe>>  perusing  his  protest.  Those 
who  shall  read  the  remarks  of  the  momber  from 
Georgia  himself,  in  referenjEe  to  the  same  paper, 
and  who  are  not  acquainted  with  his  indepen- 
dent and  unyielding  course  of  opposition  to  all 
executive  encroachments,  will  rise  from  that 
reading  with  a  deep  conviction  that  the  honora- 
ble member,  before  he  knew  the  contents  of 
the  protest,  was  predetermined  to  support  it, 
with  everything  contained  in  it,  right  or  wrong; 
and  they  will  probably  not  consider  the  honor- 
able member  a  proper  judge  of  the  motives 
with  which  other  persons  have  perused  the 
same  document. 

Sir,  this  protest,  which  meets  the  cordial  ap- 
probation of  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  strikes 
at  the  constitutional  rights,  and  even  at  the 
very  existence,  of  the  body  of  which  he  is  a 
member.  While  the  President  complains  of 
the  length  of  the  Senatorial  term  of  service,  he 
distinctly  declares,  that  the  conduct  of  the  Sen- 
ate, in  daring  to  censure  his  acts,  if  persevered 
in,  must  inevitably  lead  to  changes  in  the  Con- 
stitution itself.  He  singles  out  individual  Sena- 
tors as  the  objects  and  victims  of  his  displea- 
sure; almost  denies  to  them  the  privilege  of 
suffrage  here,  in  relation  to  his  conduct ;  and 
denounces  the  Senate  for  daring  to  debate  and 
decide  upon  his  princely  pretensions  to  prero- 
gative— his  unlimited  and  illimitable  claims  to 
executive  power.  Because  we  have,  with  a 
view  to  regulate  our  own  legislative  and  execu- 
tive action,  ventured  to  lay  down  a  principle, 
by  a  resolution,  defining  and  circumscribing 
the  limits  of  his  power,  we  are  not  only  menac- 
ed by  him,  but  even  lectured  by  a  member  of 
the  body  itself.  To  what  period  of  history 
shall  we  look  for  a  parallel  to  these  things, 
which  are  daily  passing  before  our  eyes? 

Sir,  it  was  in  the  year  1591,  (was  it  not?)  tha1 
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the  Judges  solemnly  decreed  that  England  was  his  oath  of  office  binds  him  to  see  the  laws  faith 


an  absolute  empire,  of  which  the  king  was  the 
head.  In  that  age,  the  royal  claims  of  prero- 
gative gave  birth  to  a  debate  in  parliament,  in 
which  Mr.  Spicer  (a  member  of  the  Kitchen 
Cabinet  of  the  time,  I  suppose,)  said,  the  crown 
"could  not  be  tied  by  any  law,  because  it  might 
loose  itself  at  pleasure."  And  Mr.  Sec'ry  Cecil 
told  theother  members--"If  youstand  upon  law, 
and  dispute  of  the  prerogative,  hark  ye  what 
Bracton  says — Praerogativam  nosiram  nemo  AU 
DEAT  disputare."  Mr.  Francis  Bacon,  a  whole 
hog  man,  sir,  said — "As  to  the  prerogatives 
royal,  he  never  questioned  them,  and  he  hoped 
they  would  never  be  discussed."  When  the 
question  of  the  subsidy  was  before  them,  Mr. 
Sergeant  Heyle  said— "Mr.  Speaker,  I  marvel 
much  that  the  House  should  stand  upon  grant 
ingof  a  subsidy,  or  the  time  of  payment,  when 
all  we  have  is  the  crown's,  and  may  be  lawfully 
taken  at  its  pleasure  from  us.  ifea,  it  hath  as 
much  right  to  all  our  lands  and  goods  as  to  any 
revenue  of  the  crown.  At  which  says  the  histo- 
rian, all  the  House  hemmed,  and  laughed,  and 
talked.  Well,  quoth  Sergeant  Heyle ,  all  your 
hemming  shall  not  put  me  out  of  countenance." 
[We  have  some  in  this  day,  s-aid  Mr.  C,  who 
are  as  hard  to  put  out  of  countenance.]  "  So 
the  Sergeant  proceeded,  and  when  he  had  spo- 
ken a  little  while,  the  House  hemmed  again, 
and  so  he  sat  down.  In  his  latter  speech,  he 
said  he  could  prove  his  former  position  by  pre- 
cedents in  the  time  of  Henry  III.,  King  John, 
King  Stephen,  &c,  which  was  the  occasion  of 
their  hemming."  Had  Sergeant  Heyle  lived 
in  our  day,  there  is  no  telling  to  what  a  pitch  of 
greatness  he  might  not  have  attained.  It  can 
hardly  be  too  much  to  say  that  he  might  have 
been  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  at  least  a 
Postmaster  General,  with  a  promise  of  the  Rus- 
sian mission  in  reversion. 

Observe,  sir,  that,  in  the  debate  to  which  I 
have  referred  you,  the  advocates  of  power  did, 
as  they  do  still,  seek  lo  support  it  chiefly  by 
precedent  and  usage.  The  President  builds 
his  pretended  prerogative  to  absolute  control 
over  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  mat- 
ter of  managing  the  public  revenue  and  keep- 
ing the  public  deposites,  on  "the  usages  and 
precedents  of  the  Government."  The  prece- 
dent on  which  he  and  his  advocates  here  rely, 
was  established,  not  so  far  back  as  that  of  Ser- 
geant Heyle— not  in  the  days  of  King  John  or 
King  Stephen — but  in  the  day  when  the  elder 
Adams  gave  his  casting  vote  in  the  Senate  in 
favor  of  the  removing  power,  and  laid  the  foun- 
dation for  the  present  claim  in  the  most  latitu- 
dinarian  of  all  Constitutional  construction  that 
was  ever  attempted.  The  power  of  removal 
was  based  exclusively  on  the  pretence  that  it 
was  necessary  for  the  President  to  have  it,  as 
an  incident  to  his  duty  "  to  see  that  the  laws 
are  faithfully  executed. "  But  until  this  day, 
it  was  never  dreamed,  by  the  most  visionary  of 
the  high  tory  school,  that  the  power  to  remove 
embraced  the  power  to  control  the  officer  in 
every  act  he  was  to  perform.  This  President 
is  entitled  to  the  fame  of  discovering,  that,  as 


fully  executed,  he  is  to  exercise  the  power  of 
controlling  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
every  other  officer,  in  the  discharge  of  duties. 
The  monstrous  character  of  this  pretension  has 
been  thus  illustrated.  The  President  thinks 
that  a  decree  of  a  District  Court,  or  a  Circuit 
Court,  or  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  is  unconstitutional.  He  fulminates  a 
bull  against  the  court,  and  demands  it  to  enter 
his  protest  on  its  records,  "to  the  end  that  it 
may  never  be  drawn  into  precedent  again,*'  as 
in  the  case  of  our  resolution.  He  then  orders 
the  Marshal  not  to  execute  the  writ  issued  by 
virtue  of  the  decree.  The  Marshal  persists  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  says  he  is  sworn 
to  execute  the  writ.  The  President  replies, 
you  are  an  executive  officer,  and  I  must  "  see 
that  the  laws  are  faithfully  executed,"  and 
as  the  Constitution,  which  has  been  violated 
by  the  Court,  is  the  supreme  law,  I  com- 
mand you  not  to  execute  the  writ — The 
Marshal  still  persists,  and  the  President  re- 
moves him,  appoints  another,  and  removes 
him,  and  pursues  the  same  process  until  he  finds 
a  tool  to  obey  his  will,  and  thus  abrogates  the 
decree  of  the  Court.  He  is  to  exercise  the 
same  power  over  every  other  executive  officer 
appointed  by  hin>alone,  or  by  the  President  and 
Senate.  This  is  the  claim  he  sets  up  in  this 
Protest — this  is  the  exact  character  of  that  ultra 
despotic  rescript  which  he  thinks  this  Senate  is 
bound  to  register  at  his  sovereign  will  and  plea- 
sure. In  every  State  Constitution  the  same  pro- 
vision, on  which  the  President  erects  his  pre- 
tensions to  these  powers,  will  be  found.  They 
all  provide  that  "the  Governor  shall  see  that  the 
laws  be  faithfully  executed."  If,  in  one  of  the 
States,  the  Governor  should  order  the  public 
money  to  be  removed  by  the  State  Treasurer, 
it  would  be  acknowledged  usurpation .  Should 
he  actually  remove  him  from  office  for  it,  he 
would  barely  escape  an  impeachment  himself. 
Yet,  under  color  of  this  single  clause  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  that  "the 
President  shall  see  the  laws  fiithfully  executed," 
the  Chief  Magistrate  has  claimed  the  power  not 
only  to  remove  every  agent  whom  Congress 
has  placed  in  custody  of  the  money  of  the  nation, 
but  also  to  remove  the  money  itself,  when  and 
where  he  pleases. 

Sir,  such  a  paper  as  this,  claiming  absolute 
power,  and  denying  to  the  representatives  of  the 
people  of  England,  or  either  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, the  right  to  discuss  and  decide  upon  the 
extent  of  kingly  power  for  the  government  of 
their  legislative  action,  would  bring  the  head  of 
a  British  monarch  to  the  block.  It  remains  to 
be  seen  whether  the  milder  temperament  of  the 
people  of  our  free  country  will  stamp  it  with  the 
authoritative  sanction  of  their  verdict  against 
this  Senate,  at  the  polls.  For  one,  I  will  stand 
or  fall  on  this  issue  before  the  people  of  that 
State,  to  which,  and  not  to  Andrew  Jackson,  I 
owe  allegiance.  By  their  judgment,  unawedas 
they  have  ever  been,  and  ever  will  be ,  by  offi- 
cial patronage  and  executive  power,  will  I  be 
tried,  and  by  no  other.    They  shall  say  for  mc 
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whether  this  paper,  couched  in  the  language  of 
a  Roman  Dictator  to  the  Senate,  proposing  only 
to  "expose"  it  and  degrade  it,  by  compelling  it 
to  enter  on  its  own  records  such  claims  of  abso 
lute  power  as  it  contains,  is,  or  is  not,  a  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  that  body  on  whose  preser- 
vation their  rights,  and  those  of  all  the  other 
small  States  of  this  Union ,  eminently  depend. 
If  this  House  were  now  to  send  to  the  Repre- 
sentatives a  bulletin  such  as  this,  lecturing  them 
for  the  passage  of  their  resolutions  approbatory 
of  the  act  of  the  Executive  in  continuing  the 
pet  State  banks  as  banks  of  deposite,  they 
would  instantly  vote  such  an  interference  a 
breach  of  their  privileges.  Seeing  this,  the 
people  to  whom  alone  I  defer  on  this  subject, 
shall  try  for  me,  in  the  last  resort,  the  co-ordi- 
nate powers  and  privileges  of  the  two  brandies 
of  Congress.  But  until  their  verdict  be  given 
on  this  issue,  no  judgment  will  be  entered  or 
recorded  against  the  Senate  by  the  votes  of 
their  representatives. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  it  was  not  at  this  time  his 
purpose  to  discuss  the  supplementary  message, 
he  would  avail  himself  of  another  occasion. 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  to  lay  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi,  upon  the  table  for  the 
present,  in  order  that  the  general  discussion  upon 
the  President's  protest  might  be  proceeded 
with. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER,  hoped  the  resolutions 
which  had  been  offered  would  be  printed, so  that 
every  Senator  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  them.  He  would  make  a  motion  to  that 
effect. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  suggested  the  propriety  of 
offering  the  resolutions  as  a  modification  of  the 
first  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  and 
the  Senate  would  then  be  able  to  proceed  with 
the  original  debate. 

This  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolutions  were 
so  offered. 

Mr.  BIBB  begged  leave  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senate,  for  one  moment,  to  a  point  of  fact. 
In  a  discussion  of  this  kind  a  statement  of  facts 
was  of  the  utmost  importance.  In  order  to  as- 
certain what  was  the  character  of  the  original 
document,  and  of  the  explanation  which  had 
been  sent  to  them,  he  would  read  a  paragraph 
from  the  former  paper  [Mr.  Bibb  here  read 
the  following  passage  from  the  first  message  of 
the  President] 

"  The  custody  of  the  public  property,  under 
such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  legis- 
lative authority,  has  always  been  considered  an 
appropriate  function  of  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment in  this  and  all  other  Governments.  In 
accordance  with  this  principle,  every  species  of 
property  belonging  to  the  United  States,  (except 
ing  that  which  is  in  the  use  of  the  several  co- 
ordinate departments  of  the  Government,  as 
means  to  aid  them  in  performing  their  appropri- 
ate functions,)  is  in  charge  of  officers  appointed 
by  the  President,  whether  it  be  lands  or  build- 
ings, or  merchandize,  or  provisions,  or  clothing, 
or  arms  and  munitions  of  war.  The  super- 
intendents and  keepers  of  the  whole  are  appoint- 
ed by  the  President,  and  removable  at  his  will. 


"  Public  money  is  but  a  species  of  public  pro- 
perty. It  cannot  be  raised  by  taxation  or  cus- 
toms, nor  brought  into  the  Treasury  in  any 
other  way,  except  by  law;  but  whenever  or  how- 
soever obtained,  its  custody  always  has  been, 
and  always  must  be,  unless  the  Constitution  be 
changed,  intrusted  to  the  Executive  Department. 
No  officer  can  be  created  by  Congress  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  charge  of  it,  whose  appoint- 
ment would  not,  by  the  Constitution,  at  once  de- 
volve on  the  President,  and  who  would  not  be 
responsible  to  him  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  his  duties.  The  legislative  power  may  un- 
doubtedly bind  him  and  the  President,  by  any 
laws  they  may  think  proper  to  enact;  they  may 
prescribe  in  what  place,  particular  portions  of  the 
public  money  shall  be  kept,  and  for  what  reason 
it  shall  be  removed,  as  they  may  direct  that  sup- 
plies for  the  army  or  navy  shall  be  kept  in  par- 
ticular stores;  and  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Pre- 
sident to  see  that  the  law  is  faithfully  executed 
— yet  will  the  custody  remain  in  the  Executive 
Department  of  the  Government.  Were  the 
Congress  to  assume,  with  or  without  legisla- 
tive act,  the  power  of  appointing  officers,  inde- 
pendently of  the  President,  to  take  the  charge  and 
custody  of  the  public  property  contained  in  the 
military  and  naval  arsenals,  magazines  and  store- 
houses, it  is  believed  that  such  an  act  would  be 
regarded  by  all  as  a  palpable  usurpation  of  ex- 
ecutive power,  subversive  of  the  form  as  well  as 
the  fundamental  principles  of  our  Government. 
But  where  is  the  difference  of  principle,  whether 
public  property  be  in  the  form  of  arms,  muni- 
tions of  war,  and  supplies,  in  gold  and  silver, 
or  bank  notes?  None  can  be  perceived — none 
is  believed  to  exist.  Congress  cannot,  therefore, 
take  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment, the  custody  of  the  public  property  or  mo- 
ney, without  an  assumption  of  executive  pow- 
er, and  a  subversion  of  the  first  principles  of  the 
Constitution." 

Mb.  Pbesidbnt  :  I  am  much  at  a  loss,  in  what 
manner  to  characterize  the  paper  which  is  the 
subject  of  discussion.  When  read  to  us  the 
other  day  in  the  Senate,  I  pretty  well  apprecia- 
ted its  character  and  its  purpose.  I  noted  down, 
too,  some  of  its  language,  and  if  the  Secretary 
read  it  right,  and  if  I  heard  him  right,  that 
which  is  sent  abroad,  in  the  official,  a<  the  Pre- 
sident's Protest,  and  the  forty  thousand  copies 
which  are  published  in  pamphlet  form,  and  scat- 
tered to  the  four  winds,  differ  in  some  material 
points  from  the  one  which  is  before  us;  and  in 
points  which  were  the  subject  of  comment  here. 
In  this  paper  the  President  speaks  ol  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  as  Aw  Secretary  in  one  in- 
stance, and  in  two  others  he  *pe.<ks  of  the  Se- 
eretaries  generally  as  his  Secretaries,  using  in 
three  instances  the  possessive  pronoun,  and  thus 
appropriating  those  high  officers  of  the  law  to 
himsilfas  his  sole  and  exclusive  property.  Th:.t 
circumstance  was  not  passed  over  in  silence 
here:  something  was  said  in  this  debate  of  his 
Secretaries  and  Aw  Government,  and  in  the  prin- 
ted pamphlet  we  find  the  more  modest  term, 
the  Secretaries,  in  two  cases  out  of  the  three, 
supplying  the  place  of  Aw  Secretaries.     Such  is 
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the  fact,  if  the  paper  was  correctly  read  from' 
your  desk.  But,  since  I  came  into..the  Senate 
chamber  this  morning,  prepared  to  discuss  the 
motion,  or  rather  the  paper  that  is  before  you, 
another  change  has  come  over  the  spirit  of  our 
dream;  a  codicil,  or  a  supplement,  or  a  gloss,  or 
a  recantation,  in  part,  of  this  paper,  is  presented 
us.  On  the  whole,  we  do  not  know  well  what 
it  is,  or  where  to  find  it. 

"It  flits  ere  you  can  point  its  place,"  but  I 
trust  now  it  will  remain  without  further  change, 
until  I  can  say  the  few  things  which  I  wish  to 
say  concerning  it. 

By  what  I  could  gather  from  the  reading  of 
the  addendum,  or  supplemental  paper,  I  do  not 
think  it  at  all  varies  the  original,  unless  it  be  to 
cover  up,  and  give  room  to  explain  away,  some 
assertions  of  power  too  flagrant  for  the  piesent 
times  to  bear,  and  too  openly  and  boldly  ex- 
pressed, to  admit  of  equivocal  ion  or  denial.  But 
this  amendment  will  do;  it  gives  sea  room;  there 
is  space  now  for  turning  and  tacking,  so  that 
there  is  no  danger  of  being-  run  down  by  any 
one  who  takes  the  trouble  of  pursuing  the  point. 
The  explanation  will  set  it  &1I  right;  for  it  is  one 
of  those  incomprehensible  mysticisms  which  no 
one  can  exactly  comprehend,  and  therefore  no 
one  can  refute. 

But  the  original  paper — what  is  it,  and  by  what 
authority  does  the  President  send  it  here?  It  is 
not  a  message  under  the  Constitution,  giving  the 
Senate  information  of  the  state  of  the  Union,  or 
recommending  any  legislation;  and  it  responds 
to  no  call  of  the  Senate.  We  once,  by  a  resolu- 
tion, asked  the  President  for  his  argument  on 
the  subject  to  which  this  paper  relates.  While 
the  resolution,  which  is  the  subject  of  complaint, 
was  pending  before  the  Senate,  you  have  not, 
forgot,  sir,  that  we,  by  a  formal  resolution,  ask 
ed  him  to  send  us  an  authenticated  copy  of  the 
paper  which  he  read  to  his  cabinet,  recommend- 
ing the  removal  of  the  deposites,  taking  the  re- 
sponsibility on  himself,  and  giving  his  reasons 
for  the  act — and  he  refused  us.  But  now  when 
the  Senate  has  passed  upon  the  matter,  he  sends 
us  this  paper,  which  he  calls  a  protest  and  asks 
us  to  enter  it  upon  our  journals.  Well,  a  pro> 
test  be  it — or  as  it  is  non-descript,  and  he  is  the 
inventor,  he  has  a  right  to  give  it  what  name  he 
pleases.  He  tells  us,  also,  that  he  has  caused  it 
to  be  entered  on  the  Executive  Journal.  As  to 
the  propriety  of  this  I  have  nothing  to  say — if 
the  Executive  have  a  journal,  and  this  be  the 
kind  of  matter  which  is  usually  inserted  there, 
why  be  it  so.  We  entered  our  protest  (in  the 
form  of  a  resolution)  against  the  Executive  u'sur 
pation  on  our  Journals,  and  if  the  Executive 
thinks  we  have  usurped  any  powers  belonging  to 
him,  he  certainly  should  have  the  right  to  enter 
his  protest  on  his  Journal.  These  seem  to  be 
common  and  equal  rights.  But  the  President 
goes  farther;  he  sends  us  his  protest,  and  wishes 
us  to  give  it  a  place  among  our  records;  a  thing 
which  I  am  by  no  means  inclined  to  do.  Had 
the  Senate  sent  him  their  resolution,  with  a  re 
quest  similar  to  this,  he  would  have  treated  it. 
without  hesitation,  as  I  trust  we  shall  treat  this 
paper,  refused  it  a  resting  place  within  his  doors. 


And  what  was  the  resolution  which  called  forth 
this  singular  document,  and  why  was  it  resolved 
on  by  the  Senate  ?  The  event  is  too  recent  for 
the  state  of  things  under  which  it  took  place,  to 
be  forgotten. 

The  public  deposites  had  been  removed  by  the 
President,  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
where  the  law  had  placed  them,  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  sent  to  us  a  report  contain- 
ing, what  he  called,  his  reasons  for  such  removal. 
All  admit  we  are  bound  to  examine  and  pro- 
nounce upon  the  sufficiency  of  those  reasons. 
We  did  so,  and  found  them  wanting.  But  they 
did  not  contain  the  whole  reason  for  the  act. 
The  President's  Message,  a  paper  which  he 
read  to  his  cabinet,  and  published  in  his  official 
journal,  and  which  was  in  the  hands  of  every 
body,  and  bearing  his  own  signature,  showed 
that  it  was  by  virtue  of  his  mandate  that  the  act 
was  done,  and  that,  in  truth,  there  was  no  dis- 
cretion exercised  by  the  Secretary — that  no  con- 
trolling reason  actuated  him,  except  the  will  of 
the  President.  Our  first  resolution,  therefore, 
did  not  cover  the  whole  case — the  act  of  the  Se- 
cretary was,  as  it  stood  before  the  people,  shel- 
tered behind  another  power,  the  mandate  of  the 
President;  and  it  was  our  right  and  I  hold  it 
was  our  duty,  to  determine  whether  that  reason, 
if  it  be  worthy  of  the  name,  were  sufficient  to 
justify  it.  In  other  words,  whether  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  discretion  vested  in  him  by  law,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  bound  to  con- 
form to  the  will  of  the  Executive,  and  yield  that 
discretion  to  his  will?  Such  are  my  views  of 
that  resolution,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  its  quasi 
legislative  character — for  neither  of  the  resolu- 
tions are,  strictly  speaking,  legislative  acts,  but 
they  are  required  to  be  passed  upon  by  the  pro- 
visions of  a  law,  which  has  also  the  solemnity  of 
a  compact.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama, (Mr.  King,)  said,  the  other  day,  that  this 
resolution  proposed  no  legislation,  and  that  no 
man,  except  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr. 
Southard,)  would  say  that  he  meant  it  as  the 
basis  of  a  legislative  act.  Now,  I  cannot  allow 
that  Senator  to  answer  for  me  on  this  subject. 
I  have  my  own  views  upon  it,  and  would  prefer 
expounding  them  for  myself.  I  considered  those 
resolutions  as  legislative  in  their  character,  and 
that  the  very  passage  of  them  would  require  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  restore  the  pub- 
lic funds  to  their  proper  and  legal  depository — 
for  inasmnch  as  they  were  placed  there  by  law, 
nothing  less  than  the  sanction  of  law  making 
power  in  all  its  branches,  could  permanently  re- 
move them.  Thus  far  I  considered  both  the  re- 
solutions legislative  in  their  character. 

But  to  warrant  us  in  their  adoption,  it  is 
wholly  immaterial  whether  they  were  legisla- 
tive, or  whether  'hey  looked  to  future  legisla- 
tion, or  not.  It  is  a  right  inherent  in  all  men, 
and  in  all  bodies,  to  express  their  opinions  con- 
cerning matters  of  great  import  to  themselves 
and  to  the  community  of  which  they  may  form 
a  part,  or  of  which  they  are  the  organs.  Those 
opinions  may  approve,  condemn  or  advise.— 
And  this,  although  there  be  no  constitutional 
provision  securing  them  that  right .     The  opin- 
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ion  of  a  single  individual  may  be  expressed  by 
his  own  simple  assertion ;  but  that  of  a  numer- 
ous body  can  only  be  expressed  in  the  form  of 
enactment  or  of  resolutions.  Look  at  the  whole 
practice  of  the  country  upon  the  subject — the 
resolutions  of  our  legislative  bodies,  not  as  acts 
of  legislation — the  resolutions  of  Virginia  of 
1798,  and  those  resolutions  of  instruction  from 
various  State  Legislatures,  which  the  President 
has  embodied  in  this  very  message,none  of  them 
warranted  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  or  the  Constitution  of  any  of  the  States. 
And  what  does  the  President  tell  us?  That  a 
Legislature,  or  a  legislative  branch,  may  pass  no 
resolutions,  except  those  which  are  to  be  the 
basis  of  legislation,  or  which  the  Constitution 
expressly  warrants,  and,  at  the  same  time,  sends 
us  transcripts  of  numerous  resolutions,  accord- 
ing to  his  doctrine,  so  unconstitutionally  passed 
and ,  at  the  same  time,  indirectly  censures  some 
of  us  because  we  did  not  obey  them.  But,  sir, 
the  right  of  those  Legislatures  to  pass  these  re- 
solutions was,  under  the  practice  of  our  Govern- 
ment, undoubted;  so  is  our  right  also,  it  is  ad- 
mitted, fully  admittedly  the  Senator  from  Geor- 
gia, (Mr.  Forstth,)  the  strongest  and  most 
thorough  defender  of  Executive  claims  upon 
this  floor. 

But  the  discussion  has  again  called  up  certain 
resolutions  of  the  Senate,  moved  by  an  honora- 
ble Senator  from  Mississippi,  (  Mr.  Poindexteh) 
which  declare  that  it  is  inexpedient,  except  in 
cases  of  necess  it,  to  appoint  individuals,  resi- 
dent in  one  State,  to  fill  offices  in  another. 

These   resolutions   were  passed  before  I  had 
the  honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor,  and  they  were 
passed  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote  of  the  Se- 
nate, of  which  a  clear  majority  were  supporters 
of  the  present  Administration.     But  they  cross- 
ed somewhat  the  purposes  of  the  Executive, 
and  the  Senator  from  Alabama  (Mr.  King)  soon 
discovered    that   they   were   a  violation  of  the 
Constitutoin;  and,  though  they  had  his  vote  on 
their  passage,  so  strong  is  that  argument  in  his 
mind,  that  he  now  says  no  man  divested  of  pas- 
sion can  doubt  that   they  are  unconstitutional. 
Here  again  I  must  beg  the  hon.  Senator  not  to 
decide  a  constitutional  question  for  me.     The 
fact  that  weighs  so  strongly  on  hsi  mind  to  prove 
it  unconstitutional,  namely,  that  it  thwarts  Ex- 
ecutive   purpose,  has  little  weight  with  mine; 
and  I,  »ir,  was  first  called  to  reflect  on  that  sub- 
ject in  die  utmost   calmness,  and  without  the 
least  movement  of  passion.     My  conclusion  was 
wholly  different  from  that  of  the  honorable  Se- 
nator.    I  thought  that  he,and  those  who  voted 
with   him,  had  not  violated  the  Constitution,  or 
encroached  upon  any  of  the  Executive  powers. 
The  resolution  did  not  restrain  the  President  in 
his  right  of  nomination;  it  merely  settled  a  rule 
by  which  Senators  proposed  to  be  guided,  save 
in   cases  of  necessity ,  in  their  co-ordinate  duty 
of  appointment.     Suppose  the  Senate  had  pass- 
ed a  resolution,  generally,  that  it  was  inexpedi- 
ent  to   confirm  the  nomination  of  a  convicted 
felon,    or  a    fugitive  from  justice,  or  a  man  of 
base    and  infamous  character,  if  nominated  to 
any  honorable  or  responsible  station,  would  any 


man  have  thought  that  this  body  was  infringing 
on  the  just  rights  of  the  Executive  ?  And  would 
it  not  have  been  just  as  well  to  have  done  so,  as 
it  was  to  reject  such  nominations  when  they 
were  sent  before  us  for  confirmation.  The  re- 
solution referred  to  was  in  fact,  respectful  to 
the  President :  it  gave  him  information  ot  the 
general  views  of  the  Senate  on  the  subject  to 
which  it  referred,  and  was  a  course  far  more 
conciliatory  towards  him,  and  more  regardful 
to  the  character  and  feelings  of  a  nominee,  than 
the  simple  rejection,  which  no  man  doubts  we 
had  aright  to  make  for  that  cause.  The  Sena- 
tor spoke  of  the  repeal  of  those  resolutions.  I 
remember  the  circumstances  well. 

On  the  last  night  of  the   session,  at  about  3 
o'clock  in  the  night,  after  nearly  half  the  Sena- 
tors had  retired,  exhausted  and  overcome  with 
fatigue  and  watching,  the  motion  to  rescind  this 
resolution  was  brought  forward  and  carried  by,  I 
think,  sixteen  to  fourteen  votes.     So  the  resolu- 
tion was  thus  rescinded,  and  its  recision,  under 
these  circumstances,  is   produced  as  evidence  of 
the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  that  it  was  unconsti- 
tutional.    One  word  more,  in  reply  to  the  Sena- 
tor from  Alabama.     He  said,  in  answer  to  some 
remark  of  the   Senator  from   Maine   near  me, 
(Mr.  Sphague,)  that  that   gentleman  was  not 
very  obedient  to  any  body — and  this,  in  allusion, 
as  I  understood  him,  to  the  instructions  sent  to 
that  Senator  from   the   Legislature  of  Maine  ; 
and  it  was  spoken  in  a  tone  of  reproach  or  accu- 
sation.   I  stand,  sir,  in  precisely  the  same  pre- 
dicament, and  am  willing  to  believe  a  share  of 
the  reproof  was  intended  for  myself.     But  what 
is  the  accusation  thus  made  on  this  floor  against 
us  ?     We  are  sworn  to  support  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  we  are  charged  with 
disobeying   instructions,    which    require   us   to 
support  acts  in  violation  of  that  Constitution. 
On  subjects  of  this  kind,  when  I  am   bound  to 
the  performance  of  my  duty  by  the  solemnities 
of  an  official  oath,  the  Senator  from   Alabama 
will  excuse  me,  if  I  am  not  very  ready   to  obey 
those  who  have  no   right  1o  command,  but  who 
do  command  me  to  disregard  and  to  violate  that 
oath. 

In  order  to  give  the  semblance  of  propriety  to 
the  emanation  of  this  "  Protest,"  the  President 
says  :  I"  But  when  the  Chief  Executive  is,  by 
one  of  the  most  important  branches  of  the  Go- 
vernment, in  its  official  capacity,  in  a  public  man- 
ner, and  by  its  recorded  sentence,  but  without 
precedent,  competent  authority,  or  just  cause, 
declared  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  laws  and  Con- 
stitution, it  is  due  to  his  station,  to  public  opin- 
ion, and  to  a  proper  self-respect,  that  the  officer 
thus  denounced  should  promptly  expose  the 
wrong  which  had  been  done." 

Now,  I  ask  you,  sir,  if  the  same  rule  would 
not,  in  like  manner,  apply  to  the  Senate,  if  this 
body,  its  motives,  and  its  acts,  were  attacked  by 
the  President,  in  his  official  character, "  in  a  pub- 
lic manner,  and  by  his  recorded  sentence,  but 
without  precedent,  competent  authority,  or  just 
cause,"  and  "declared  guilty  of  a  breach"  of  a 
soleum    compact  "  and   of  the  Constitution  V 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


f23d  C.  1st  S. 


And  such  has  been  the  case  within  the  present 
session. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress  the  two  Houses 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  an  act  appropriating  for 
a  limited  time  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands."  This  bill  was  retained  by  the 
President,  and  not  returned  to  the  House  in 
which  it  orignated  within  the  session.  If  he  had 
returned  it  within  ten  days  without  his  assent,  it 
was  hie  duty,  by  the  Constitution,  to  accompany 
it  with  his  reasons  for  refusing  that  assent.  If 
he  did  not  return  it  within  ten  days,  its  return, 
and  any  message  he  might  return  with  it,  were 
irregular  and  void  as  an  official  act.  But,  on 
the  5th  of  December  last,  he  returned  us  that 
bill,  with  a  message,  in  which  he  says  that  it  is 
"in  direct  and  undisguised  violation  of  the 
pledge  given  by  Congress  to  the  States  before  a 
single  cession  was  made  ;"  and,  in  the  next  pa- 
ragraph^ says,  "In  the  apportionment  of  the  re- 
maining seven-eighths  of  the  proceeds,  this  bill, 
in  a  manner  equally  undisguised,  violates  the 
conditions  on  which  Congress  obtained  title  to 
the  ceded  lands ;"  and,  in  another  paragraph,  he 
says,  in  substance,  (and  in  this  I  agree  with  him,) 
that  "  a  violation  of  that  pledge  is  a  violation  of 
the  Constitution."  It  would  lead  me  too  far  out 
of  the  course  of  my  argument  to  show,  what  I 
am  at  any  time  prepared  to  show,  that  these 
charges  against  us  were  utterly  unfounded.  But 
where  was  our  spirit,  Senators,  when  we  not 
only  received  and  recorded  this  illegal  paper, 
this  gratuitous  insult  upon  our  body,  but  made 
ourselves  the  vehicle  for  spreading  it  abroad 
among  the  States  and  the  people  ?  Sir,  your 
journals  will  show,  that,  on  motion,  I  think  of  a 
Senator  from  Alabama,  5000  copies  were  print- 
ed, by  our  order,  for  distribuiion.  If  we  are 
chargeable  with  any  departure  from  duty,  it  has 
been  for  tameness  and  submission.  As  a  body, 
this  Senate  is  "more  sinned  against  than  sin- 
sing." 

But  it  is  insinuated,  though  not  expressly 
averred,  that,  because  the  Senate  are  the  try- 
ers  of  impeachments,  it  may  not  pass  any  reso- 
lutions which  directly  or  indirectly  inculpate  an 
officer  subject  to  impeachment.  I  say  this  doc- 
trine is  not  distinctly  asserted,  but  the  course 
and  purport  of  the  argument  go  to  this  point. 

Now  I  had  supposed,  and  indeed  had  be 
lieved,  that  no  one  doubted  or,  could  doubt  the 
position  that  the  Judical  power  of  the  Senate 
was  cumulative  and  not  restrictive  on  its  other 
pywers;  that  its  powers  as  a  legislative  body  is, 
in  all  things,  as  full  and  perfect  as  it  would  be, 
if  it  possessed  no  other  powers.  So,  also  with 
i  s  Executivejunctions;  and  so  with  its  judicial, 
that  in  each  and  all  its  respective  duties, it  is  as 
unrestrained  and  efficient  as  if  it  were  confined 
and  limited  to  the  performance  ot  that  single 
duty  alone.  Such  must  necessarily  be  the  case, 
unless  its  powers  be  somewhat  restrained  in 
t  lese  respects  by  the  Constitution  And  I  find 
no  such  restriction.  The  only  limitation  to  its 
powers,  as  a  branch  of  the  Legislatures,  is,  that 
it  may  not  originate  revenue  bills.  And  it  can 
not  exercise  its  judicial  power  of  trying  an  im- 
peachment, until  articles  be  preferred  by  the 


House.  But  in  no  respect  is  it  deprived  of  its 
natural  and  inherent  rights  as  a  deliberative  as- 
sembly, of  collecting  and  expressing  the  aggre. 
gate  of  the  opinion  of  its  members  by  resolu- 
tion, or  of  the  right  to  speak,  in  its  quasi  legis- 
lative character  by  resolutions,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  two  resolutions  passed  on  the  subject  of  the 
deposites. 

It  is  not  true  that  the  President  has  been  tried 
by  the  Senate  in  their  capacity  of  a  high  court 
of  impeachment;  it  is  not  true  that  criminal 
charges  have  been  by  us  preferred  against  him. 
I  will  not  say  that  there  was  not  crime  in  the  acts 
which  he  admits  he  has  done,  and  which  we  say 
were  against  the  Constitution  and  the  law ,  but 
we  have  not  accused  him  of  crime,  nor  have  we 
thought  proper  to  acquit  him.  We  have  done 
neither;  for  the  plain  reason  that  we  have  not 
passed  judgment  upon  him.  Nor  is  it  true  that 
in  the  species  of  inquiry  which  we  did  institute, 
as  to  the  legality  of  the  act — in  our  inquiry  in- 
to the  law  and  the  Consitution  on  the  admitted 
facts — it  is  not  true  that  he  had  no  notice  of  the 
inquiry,  and  no  opportunity  to  be  heard.  His 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  (and  in  this  particu- 
lar instance  he  is  perhaps  right  in  calling  him 
his,  for  the  Senate  had  neither  part  nor  lot  in 
his  appointment) — his  Secretary  of  the  Trea. 
sury  sent  us,  at  an  early  day  in  the  session,  his 
reasons  for  the  act  which  our  resolutions  disap- 
prove. 

At  a  subsequent  day  a  further  document  was 
sent  to  and  received  by  us  from  the  same  quar- 
ter, containing  further  reasons  for  the  same  act 
and  an  official  answer  to  arguments  delivered 
by  Senators  on  this  floor.  Notsatisfied  yet  with 
the  opportunity  which  we  had  given  the  Exe- 
cutive to  be  heard,  we  called  upon  him,  by  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate,  for  an  authentic  copy 
of  a  certain  other  paper  which  he  had  read  to  his 
Cabinet,  and  which  wasjpublished  in  his  official 
gazette,  giving  more  especially  his  individual 
reasons  for  the  act,  and  taking  upon  himself  its 
whole  responsibility.  This  he  denied  us.  Now, 
who  can  say,  after  all  this,  that  the  President 
was  tried  and  condemned  unheard;  for,  as  it  is 
the  moral  effect  of  the  decision  of  the  Senate 
he  deprecates,  it  is  only  the  moral  and  rational 
privilege  of  notice  and  defence  that  he  can  ask 
for,  or  could  claim:  such  as  censists  with  his  own 
dignity  and  that  of  this  body,  and  with  the  na- 
ture and  character  of  the  inquiry  that  was  be- 
fore us. 

But  the  writer  of  the  protest  mistakes,  or 
misstates  the  point  on  which  we  held  the  act  of 
the  President  unconstitutional  and  illegal.  The 
Senate  did  not  deny  his  power  to  remove  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  no  one  Senator  de- 
nied it  in  argument;  but  we  did  deny  his  consti- 
tutional power  to  touch  the  public  treasure  by 
means  of  that  power  of  removal.  The  weapon 
which  he  wielded  was,  we  admitted,  a  lawful 
weapon,  but  the  use  he  made  of  it  was,  as  we 
contended,  unlawful.  This  was  the  argumenf, 
this  the  distinction,  intelligible,  it  would  seem, 
to  any  ordinary  intellect.  No  member  of  thi 
Senate  can  fail  to  comprehend  it.  But  we  did 
also  deny  that  the  power  of  removal  was  an  in- 


April  21.] 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


499 


dependent  power,  granted  to  the  President  by 
the  Constitution.  We  held  it  to  be  a  power 
which  was  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  othor 
powers  granted  by  the  Constitution,  and,  being 
so ,  was  properly  at  the  disposal  of  Congress, 
under  the  8th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  that 
instrument,  and  that  the  act  of  1789  vested  it  in 
the  President.  But  the  President,  claiming  it 
as  an  implied  power,  arising  out  of  the  Consti- 
tution, asserts  his  right  to  exercise  it,  for  any 
and  for  every  purpose,  independent  of  legisla- 
tive authority.  And  where,  I  ask,  is  his  war- 
rant? Senators,  here,  contend  for  a  strict  con- 
struction of  all  the  powers  granted  by  the  Con- 
stitution to  this  Federal  Government,  and  yet 
contend  also,  for  a  liberal  construction  of  the 
powers  of  the  Executive,  and  that  he  should 
have  by  implication,  without  a  grant  in  the 
Constitution,  all  the  powers  necessary  to  carry 
into  effect  his  expressly  granted  powers.  De- 
nying it  to  the  Legislative  Department  of  the 
Government,  to  which  it  is  granted  in  express 
terms,  they  assert  it  to  belong  to  the  Executive, 
•to  which  it  is  no  where  granted.  This  is  a  course 
of  reasoning  which,  I  confess,  I  do  not  well  com- 
prehend; but  I  will  leave  it,  and  pass  for  a  mo- 
ment to  the  practical  operation  of  this  power  in 
the  hands  which  at  present  wield  it. 

And  here  I  wish  to  bring  some  of  his  opinions 
in  as  close  connexion  as  possible,  with  much  of 
his  practice,  that  we  may  see  how  far  he  has 
observed  the  golden  rule,  H  do  to  others  as  you 
would  they  should  do  unto  you."  Speaking  of 
the  censure  cast,  or  alleged  to  be  cast,  upon 
him  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  he  says: — 
"And  it  is  not  too  much  to  say,  of  the  whole  of 
these  proceedings,  that  if  they  shall  be  approv- 
ed and  sustained  by  an  intelligent  people,  them 
will  that  great  contest  with  arbitrary  power, 
which  had  established  in  statutes,  in  bills  of 
rights,  in  sacred  charters,  and  in  constitutions 
of  government,  the  right  of  every  citizen  to  a 
notice  before  trial,  to  a  hearing  before  convic- 
tion, and  to  an  impartial  tribunal  before  decid- 
ing on  the  charge,  have  been  waged  in  vain." 

Recollect,  it  is  not  an  accusation  in  point  of 
law,  where  judgment  follows  conviction,  of 
which  he  speaks,  but  it  is  a  solemn  opinion  of 
the  Senate  as  to  an  Executive  act,  and  :t  is  the 
moral  influence  of  that  opinion  of  which  he 
speaks,  and  which  he  deprecates  in  such  solemn 
terms.  But  how  has  it  been  with  the  hundreds 
and  thousands  whom  he  has  dismissed  from  of- 
fice without  accusation,  without  a  hearing,  with- 
out even  the  shadow  of  a  charge;  dismissed  then 
to  want  and  beggary ;  their  hopes  blasted,  and 
their  characters  assailed,  by  his  vile  "official," 
and  its  still  viler  echoes?  Did  he  duly  appre- 
ciate the  moral  effect  of  an  official  judgment  up- 
on them,  which  he  now  feels,  or  professes  to 
feel  so  deeply,  when  it  touches  his  own  person? 
Other  and  better  men,  in  other  and  more  quiet 
times,  have  thought  of  this,  in  reference  to  this 
very  subject  of  removal.  I  read  from  Jthe 
speech  of  Mr.  Page,  of  Virginia,  (the  same  I  be- 
lieve whose  name  honors  one  of  the  new  coun- 
ties in  that  State)  delivered  in  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives in  1789,  on  a  clause  in  the  bill  ere. 


ating  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs,  which 
recognized  the  power  of  removal  in  the  Presi- 
dent. 

"I  venture  to  assert,"  said  Mr.  Page,  "that 
this  clause  of  the  bill  contains  in  it  the  seeds  of 
royal  prerogative.  If  gentlemen  lay  such 
stress  on  the  energy  of  Government,  I  beg  them 
to  consider  how  far  this  doctrine  may  go.  Every 
thing  which  has  been  said  in  favor  of  energy  in 
the  Executive,  may  go  to  the  destruction  of  free- 
dom, and  establish  despotism.  The  very  en- 
ergy so  much  talked  of,  has  led  many  patriots  to 
the  Bastile,  to  the  block,  and  to  thchaltcr.  If 
the  Chief  Magistrate  can  take  a  man  away  from 
the  head  of  a  department  without  assigning  any 
reason,  he  may  as  well  be  invested  with  power, 
on  certain  occasions,  to  take  away  his  existence. 
But,  will  you  contend  that  this  idea  is  consonant 
with  the  principles  of  a  tree  government,  where 
no  man  ought  to  be  condemned  unheard,  nor 
until  after  a  solemn  conviction  of  guilt,  on  a 
fair  and  impartial  trial  ?"  Such  was  the  opin- 
ion of  an  honest  and  intelligent  man  more  than 
forty  years  ago,  on  the  subject  of  removal  with- 
out cause,  vi  ithout  accusation,  and  without  hear- 
ing. If  these  things  had  been  done  towards  the 
President,  which  he  avers,  but  which  in  fact 
have  not  been  done  ;  if  he  had  been  tried  by  the 
Senate  in  this  matter,  and  condemned  unheard, 
and  if  all  the  moral  consequences  of  an  actual 
conviction  were  to  follow,  it  were  only  teaching 
him  to  feel  what  he  has  made  a  thousand  others 
feel  as  keenly — it  were  indeed  a  simple  act  of  re- 
tributive justice.  But,  in  truth,  the  complaint  is 
without  a  shadow  of  foundation.  The  Senate  has 
not  tried,  nor  convicted  him ;  and  in  our  proceed- 
ings and  judgment,  on  this  constitutional  ques- 
tion of  power  and  privilege,  he  has  been  heard 
whenever  he  chose  to  communicate  with,  or 
would  deign  to  answer  us. 

Some  of  the  closing  paragraphs  of  this  Protest 
are  of  a  character  so  singular,  that  I  cannot  re- 
frain, though  it  is  stepping  out  of  the  way  of 
sober  argument,  to  notice  them.  He  says,  "the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  contains  an  imputation 
upon  my  private  as  well  as  public  character." 
Does  this  assertion  merit  an  answer?  What 
does  he  complain  of?  The  resolution  of  the 
Senate  pronounces  certain  acts,  which  he  admits 
he  has  done,  to  be  in  violation  of  the  Constiti- 
tion  :  it  is  a  question,  arising  from  a  construction 
of  that  instrument,  whether  it  be  so  ;  and  that 
construction  involves,  it  seems,  an  imputation  on 
his  private  character.  And  he  adds,  "I  have 
lived  in  vain,  if  it  be  necessary  to  enter  into  a 
formal  vindication  of  my  character  and  purposes 
from  such  an  imputation.  In  vain  do  I  bear 
upon  my  person  enduring  memorials  of  that  con- 
test in  which  American  liberty  was  achieved." 
Now,  if  this  be  true,  and  it  is  to  me,  as  well  as  to 
the  rest  of  this  body,  a  new  matter  of  history — 
if  it  be  true,  that,  boy  or  lad,  he  got  hurt  any 
where,  or  any  how,  and  at  any  time,  or  by  any 
accident,  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  what 
effect  ought  it  to  have,  or  should  it  have  had,  if 
urged  in  time,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Senate, 
upon  their  construction  of  the  Constitution.  The 
Senate  say  to  the  President-— you  had  no  right  to 
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seize  the  public  purse  ;  the  Constitution  entrusts 
its  custody  to  Congress  ;  pray  restore  it.  Hear 
the  reply  : — You  are  mistaken  in  your  construction 
of  the  Constitution;  I  got  hurt  when  I  was  a  boy  in 
the  time  of  the  Revolution,  and  I  have  the  scar  on 
me  yet.  This  argument,  if  it  be  worth  any  thing, 
must  be  decisive  of  the  question:  for  no  man  can 
answer  it.  If  it  be  not,  the  next  in  its  order  is-- 
I  commanded  an  army,  and  won  a  battle,  inthe  late 
war.  These,  sir,  are,  in  substance,  a  part  of  the 
arguments  by  which  the  Constitution  of  our 
country  is,  it  seems,  to  be  settled  between  the 
great  departments  of  our  Government! 

"'Tis  true  'tis  pity  ;  pity  'tis  'tis  true." 

But  in  proceeding  to  prove  the  purity  of  his 
conduct  and  his  motives,  the  President  says,  in 
this,  his  protest,  "if  I  had  been  ambitious,  I 
should  have  sought  an  alliance  with  that  power 
ful  institution  which  even  now  aspires  to  no  divid 
ed  empire."  He  seek  an  alliance  with  that  hi' 
stitution,  to  gratify  his  ambition!  Why,  sir,  one 
of  his  first  acts,  was,  through  one  of  his  humble 
instruments,  to  command  the  obedience  of  that 
institution,  and  attempt  to  compel  it  to  submis- 
sion; and  another  agent  has  since  boasted  that  he 
would  bring  it,  as  a  reptile,  to  the  feet  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive. Does  this  look  like  seeking  power 
through  an  alliance  with  that  institution,  or  like 
riding  over,  and  crushing  it?  But  if  the  kind  of 
alliance  he  means  is  that  which  would  make  the 
bank  subservient  to  the  Executive,  submissive  to 
his  will,  and  an  instrument  in  his  hands,  then  he 
did,  in  fact,  seek  that  alliance;  but  the  bank  re- 
fused to  come  into  the  compact.  Hence  this 
war,  "war  to  the  knife,"  against  it.  But  he  adds 
— and  this  is  the  most  extraordinary  of  all — "If 
I  had  been  venal,  I  should  have  sold  myself  to  its 
designs."  Is  this  possible?  Is  it  the  President 
of  the  United  States  that  speaks  this  language, 
who  makes  a  merit  of  having  forborne  to  sell 
himself  for  money?  Why,  there  is  not  one  hon- 
orable man  in  a  thousand  that  would  submit  to 
the  statement  of  the  proposition,  as  to  himself, 
hypothetically,  with  the  if,  without  feeling  and 
repelling  it,  *  a  deep  and  degrading  insult.  But 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  not  ashamed 
to  couple  his  name  and  his  station  with  such  a 
proposition,  and  doubtless  claims  merit,  (for 
why  else  should  he  name  it?)  that  he  has  not 
yielded  to  bribery.  One  fact  I  would  like  well 
to  know:  did  the  bank,  or  any  man  in  behalf  of 
the  bank,  directly  or  indirectly,  offer  him  a  bribe? 
If  so,  why  was  it  not  at  onec  disclosed  to  the  na- 
tion, that  public  vengeance  might  have  fallen, 
with  all  its  weight,  upon  the  head  of  him  who 
dared  the  deed?  But,  sir,  I  do  not  believe  it.  1 
do  not  believe  that  the  bank,  or  any  individual 
on  behalf  of  the  bank,  ever  offered  to  bribe  the 
President,  or  that  it  would  have  purchased,  if  he 
had  offered  himself  for  sale.  But  enough  of  this. 
I  turn  from  it  withTeelings  which  I  cannot,  and 
which  perhaps  I  ought  not,to  attempt  to  express. 
In  enumerating  the  personal  motives  which  should 
have  induced  him  to  desist  from  the  attack  upon 
the  bank,  and  in  attempting  to  show  that  none 
but  the  most  patriotic  moved  him  onward,  he 


wholly  omits  to  notice  one — revenge;  that  darling 
passion, 

"Sweet  to  the  soul,  as  honey  to  the  taste;" 

which,    the   nation  believes,  did,  more  than  all 
other  considerations,  actuate  and  impel  him. 

I  now  will  trouble  the  Senate  fora  few  moments 
with  a  subject  in  which  I  may  be  allowed  to 
feel  some  individual  interest.  It  is  that  part  of 
the  protest  in  which  the  President  has  presented 
us,  "as  a  matter  of  history,"  a  copy  of  certain 
resolutions,  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  instructing  me — for  my  colleague 
needed  no  instruction — to  sustain  the  Executive 
in  his  act  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

1  was  aware  of  the  existence  of  those  resolu- 
tions before  the  President  saw  proper  to  recite 
them.  My  colleague  laid  them  upon  your  table 
in  the  early  part  of  the  session,  that  they  might 
be  a  subject  of  easy  reference,  and  that  we 
might  have  the  line  of  duty  which  they  marked 
out  for  us,  constantly  before  our  eyes.  As  I, 
and  certain  other  friends  near  me  similarly  situ- 
ated, did  not  coniform  exactly  to  these  and  sim- 
ilar mandates,  we  were  singled  out  as  a  mark  at 
which  some  of  the  light  armed  troops  should  aim 
their  missiles.  There  was  occasionally  a  hand- 
grenade  cast  from  the  other  side  of  the  House 
among  us,  and  some  arrows  were  discharged 
from  a  Parthian  bow  which  were  intended  to 
quiver  in  our  sides.  But  I,  sir,  did  not  think  fit 
to  put  myself  upon  my  defence,  or  even  to  re- 
gard or  notice  the  attacks.  I  looked  upon  this 
as  a  matter  between  my  constituents,  the  people 
of  my  State,  and  myself,  and  I  did  not  think  it 
in  good  taste,  if  it  could  be  avoided,  to  bring  up 
in  discussion  here,  any  matter  of  division  or  dif- 
ficulty, or  misunderstanding  there.  But  the 
President  of  the  United  States  has  seen  fit  to 
copy  into  the  paper  which  he  calls  his  Protest, 
and  send  to  us  here,  and  send  abroad  to  the  na- 
tion, these  resolutions,  which  he  says  "deliber- 
ately approve  those  very  measures"  which  I  by 
my  vote  have  condemned.  Thus  personally 
assailed  by  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  nation,  it 
is  a  duty  which  I  owe  to  myself  and  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State  which  I  represent,  that  I  should 
give  my  views  publicly  on  this  floor  upon  this 
subject. 

The  Senate  represents  the  States  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  Union.  The  Senators  are  chosen 
by  the  Legislatures,  or  appointed  by  the  Gover- 
nors in  the  recess;but  it  is  the  State  which  each, 
however  selected,  represents,  and  not  the  Le- 
gislature or  the  Governor,  who  was  the  mere 
instrument  used  by  the  people  and  the  Constitu- 
tion for  his  selection.  Then,  as  he  is  the  Rep- 
resentative of  a  State,  in  order  to  determine  to 
whom  he  is  responsible  for  the  due  performance 
of  his  duty,  as  representative  to  constituent,  we 
must  next  determine  what  is  the  State.  Is  it  the 
Legislature?  No;  they  are  but  servants  of  the 
people,  and  exercise,  in  their  behalf,  but  a  del- 
egated power.  It  is  the  people  themselves, 
bound  together  by  the  Constitution,  which  is 
their  social  compact,  and  exercising  their  powers 
through  their  appropriate  agents,  under  that 
Constitution  and  compact.     The  Legislature  of 
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the  State  are  the  trustees  or  servants  of  the  peo- 
ple for  certain  objects  specified  in  that  Consti- 
tution. The  Senators  here  in  CongTess  are  their 
trustees  or  servants  for  certain  other  purposes, 
likewise  specified  in  their  Constitution;  each 
has  his  own  appropriate  functions  to  perform; 
and  it  is  not  delegated  to  the  one  to  control  or 
direct  the  other.  I  do  not  stand,  therefore,  to 
the  Legislature  of  my  State  in  the  relation  of 
representative  to  constituent.  I  stand  in  that 
relation  only  to  the  sovereign  power,  the  peo- 
ple; and  to  them  only  am  I  bound  to  yield  that 
obedience  which  the  representative  owes  to  the 
combined  and  enlightened  will  of  his  constitu- 
ents. 

It  is  argued  by  some,  that,  because  the  peo- 
ple of  a  State  cannot  practically  assemble  and  in- 
struct their  Senators,  that  therefore  the  Legis- 
lature must  have  the  power  to  instruct  them. 
Singular  logic,  this  !  It  supposes  that  public 
functionaries,  charged  with  a  high  and  sacred 
trust,  and  bound  by  the  most  solemn  oath  to 
discharge  that  trust  faithfully,  must,  not  only 
in  theory,  but,  in  practice,  obey  somebody;  that 
they  must  have  some  master,  who  shall  stand  by 
and  command  them  ;  and  if  you  prove  that 
those  who  entrusted  them  with  the  power,  do 
not  stand  by  and  direct  them,  that  somebody 
else  must.  In  the  present,  day,  all  must  be  in 
leading  strings.  But  the  assumption  is  not 
true  in  point  of  fact.  The  will  of  the  people 
of  a  State  can,  to  all  reasonable  certainty,  be 
ascertained  by  a  Senator  in  Congress,  on  all 
great  and  momentous  questions.  On  questions 
of  very  great  importance,  they  may  assemble  in 
their  primary  character  and  instruct  him.  I 
believe  that  I  now  know  the  will  of  a  majority, 
and  a  very  large  majority,  of  the  people  of  my 
own  State,  and  knowing,  I  obey  it.  I  may,  it 
is  true,  be  mistaken;  if  I  am,  the  reponsibility 
rests  on  myself,  and  I  am  willing  to  take  it,  and 
bide  the  issue. 

I  have  thus  far  considered  the  doctrine  of  ab- 
solute right  in  the  Legislature  to  command,  and 
the  absolute  duty  of  obediencegin  thelSenator. 
But  there  is  another  point  of  view  in  which  this 
subject  requires  to  be  considered,  in  order  to 
avoid  all  misapprehension  arising  from  the  gen- 
eral opinions  already  expressed.     I  admit  that 
the  State  Legislatures  have  a  right,  and  in  ca- 
ses of  great  national  importance,  it  is  their  du- 
ty, to  express  their  opinions  in  the  way  of  re- 
solutions of  request,    or  instructions,  if  you 
please,  (for  I  wdl  not  quarrel  with  the  forms 
which  usage  has  given  us)   to  their  Senators 
and  Representatives  in  Congress.      It  is  their 
right  to  do  it,  as  a  select  »nd  enlightened  por- 
tion of  the  people,  and  those  who  may  be  ge. 
nerally  supposed  to  know  and  express  the  pub- 
lic will.     As  such,  they  may  inform  the  judg- 
ment, strengthen   the  hands,  and  lighten  the 
responsibility   of  the   Representative.     Then- 
opinion  is  entitled  to  respect,  as  the  opinion  of 
an  intelligent  portion  of  the  people,  and  as  evi- 
dence of  the  public  wdl.     But  that  opinion  may 
be  rendered  valueless,  and  that  evidence  may  be 
weakened  or  destroyed,  by  attendant  circum- 
stances. 


Such  was  the  case  here.     These  resolutions 
were  the  result  of  party  discipline  and  party- 
organization,  not  of  evidence,   argument,   de- 
liberation, and  calm  judgment.  The  vote  upon 
them  was  strictly  a  party  vote,  and  they  did  not 
pass  through  the  usual  forms  of  legislation,  a  1 
have  a  letter  on  my   desk  informing  me  that 
those  resolutions  were  introduced  into  the  Sen- 
ate of  a   State,  and  passed  through  it  in  less 
than   three  hours,  and  almost  without  discus- 
sion.   They  were  introduced  and  passed,  when 
but  one  side  of  the   question  had  been  heard, 
after  the  receipt  of  the  reasons  of  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury,  which  I  took  care  to  send 
them,  and  before  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Bank,  which  I  sent  also,  had  reached 
them;  and  on  the  next  morning,  a  member  of 
the  Senate,   who  had  voted  with  the  majority, 
moved  a  re- consideration,  and  declared,  with 
just  indignation,  on  the   floor  of  the  Senate, 
that  those  resolutions  had  come  ready  furnished 
to  hand  from  Washington,  and  he  spurned  at 
the  idea  of  making  himself  an  instrument  of 
their"  adoption.      And  I   have    no    doubt  of 
the  fact.     1  believe  they   were  manufactured 
by  the  Kit6hen  Cabinet  here,  and  forwarded 
through  their  branch  at  Columbus,  and  were, 
through  the  craft  of  their  managers  there,  im- 
posed upon  many  honest  and  unsuspecting  mem- 
bers of  that  legislature;  strong  party  men,  but 
honest  men;  who  would  never  have  made  them- 
selves instruments  in  the  transaction,  had  time 
been  allowed  them   to  ascertain  its  true  pur- 
pose, and  had  they  been  aware  of  the  juggling 
which  was  praetised  upon  them  and  their  coun- 
try.    And  shall  I  receive  this,   and  obey  it  as 
the  will  of  the  people  of  my  State?  No,  I  spurn 
it  with  indignation.     It  is  a  libel  upon  the  peo- 
ple— it  is  a  foul  insult  to  intrude  it  upon  me  as 
such.     Why  not  send  the  instructions  from  the 
lower  story  of  the  palace  direct,  instead  of 
giving  them  this  unnecessary  circuit?  I  would  as 
soon  receive  them  fresh  from  the  limbeck  in 
which  they  were  originally  concocted,  as  now, 
after  they  have  performed  their  seasoning  voy- 
age; for  that  has  purified  them  of  none  of  the 
poison  drugs  with  which  they  were  medicated. 
And   what  right  has  the   President,   or   what 
right  has  any   man,  to  thrust  himself  between 
me  and  the  people  whom  I  represent,  and  in- 
terfere with  my  legislative  duties  and  my  offi- 
cial  responsibilities?     Sir,  I  will  not  acknow- 
ledge thosetresolutions  as  of  any  binding  force 
whatever,  or  as  any  evidence  of  the  will  of  the 
people   of  Ohio.     I  believe  it  is  not  their  will. 
I  believe  that  a  very  large  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple are   not   only   opposed  to   the  act  which 
I  those   resolutions   direct    me  to    sustain,   but 
would  rather  trust  to  my  Judgment,  on  that  or 
any  other  great  national  question  to  be  settled 
here,  than  to  the   inspiration  (for  judgment  it 
could  not  be  called,  as  they  had  neither  time . 
nor  facts  out  of  which  to  form  a  judgment)  of 
that  majority   of  the  legislature  which   gave 
those  instructions.     The  sober  judgment  and 
the  intelligence  of  that  legislature  was  oppos- 
ed to  those   resolutions.     I  hold  in  my  hand  as 
an  evidence  of  this  fact,  the  protest  of  fifteen 
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of  the  thirty-six  Senators,  all  able,  intelligent* 
men,  and  among  them  the  late  chief  justice  of 
the  State,  in  which  they  give  their  reasons 
calmly  but  stronly  against  the  measure;  all  of 
which  reasons  I  had  the  gratification  to  find  in 
accordance  with  the  views  which  I,  about  the 
sime  time,  urged  in  my  place  on  this  floor. 

So  much  for  this  historical  fact,  with  which 
the  President  has  favored  us.  I  have,  in  the 
execution  of  a  high  and  solemn  trust,  confided 
in  me  by  the  people,  and  under  the  solemn 
obligation  of  an  oath,  felt  bound  to  obey  the 
dictates  of  my  own  judgment  and  conscience, 
and  to  disobey,  and,  for  the  causes  above  stat- 
ed, to  wholly  disregard  these  instructions.  I 
did  so  when  they  were  forwarded  to  me  by  the 
legislature.  I  shall  do  so  still,  now  they  are 
revived  and  reproduced  by  the  Executive.  I 
will  neither  lead  my  aid  to  destroy  ihe  Consti- 
tution and  the  liberties  of  my  country,  nor  will 
I  abandon  my  post  that  another  may  supply  my 
place  who  might  join  in  that  work  of  destruc- 
tion; and,  for  a  judgment  upon  my  acts,  I  ap- 
peal— not  to  Caesar — but  from  Cxsar  to  the 
»*orLE  of  Ohio. 

But  the  reasons  of  the  President  for  sending 
us  this  paper,  opens  a  new  mine  of  Executive 
power   hitherto  unexplored.     It  is  his  oath  of 
office  which  justifies  and  requires  ol  him  this 
new  and  most  extraordinary  measure — he  has 
solemnly  sworn  that  he  "will  faithfully  execute 
the  office  of  President  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  will,  to  the  best  of  his  abilities,  preserve, 
protect,  and   defend   the   Constitution  of  the 
United  States."     So  the  Senate  has  violated 
and  assailed  the  Constitution,   and  he  is  bound 
by  his  oath  to  interfere  and  defend  it;  perhaps 
his  interference  may,  in  the  first  instance,prove 
ineffectual.  This  body  may  not  yield,  at  once, 
to  his  remonstrance,  and  restore  the  Constitu- 
tion and  conform  their  acts  to  what,  in  his  opi- 
nion, it  legitimately   warrants.     What    then? 
Having  once  interfered,  under  his  oath  to  pro- 
tect and   defend  the   Constitution,    will  he  not 
make  that   interference  effectual,   and  protect 
and  defend  it,  at  all  hazards,   and  by  all  the 
means  which  are  in  his  power?   In  speaking  of 
the  acts  of  the  Senate,   in  this  very  paper,  he 
says,    l«  if  the  Senate  have  a  right  to  interfere 
with  the  Executive  powers,  they  have  atao  the 
right  to  make  that  interference  effective;"  and 
it  is  not  at  all  to  be  presumed  that  he  rates  his 
own  powers  and  his  own  rights,  in  point  of  ef- 
ficiency, lower  than  the  powers  and  rights  of 
this  body;  and  that  he  will  claim  less,  for  him- 
self, when  he  has  interfered,  than  he  is  willing 
to  concede  to  them,  in  case  they  may  interfere. 
Sir,  this  quarrel  is  sought   without   any  just 
cause  whatever.     All  Executive  power,  and  all 
his  individual  popularity,  are  to  be  arrayed  and 
armed  against  the  Senate;  which  he  regards  as 
all  that  now  stands  firmly,  and  that  has  power 
to  stand,  between  him  and  absolute  uncontroll- 
ed dominion. 

And  the  Senate  does  possess  the  power,  if 
not  to  place  the  Constitution  upon  its  ancient 
pillars,  at  least  to  prevent  its  utter  prostration 
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defensive  weapons  with  which  we  are  armed, 
is  the  power  to  check  the  abuse  of  Executive 
patronage,  which  has  entered  into  our  Halls  of 
legislation,  and  extended  itself  into  every  sec- 
tion of  our  country,  and  into  all  the  haunts  of 
business  and  of  life.  It  has  gone  forth  cor- 
rupting and  to  corrupt.  Gen.  Jackson,  when 
a  candidate  for  the  high  station  which  he  now 
fills,  saw  and  exposed  the  danger  to  which  our 
institutions  are  subjected,  by  this  unrestrained 
exercise  of  the  power  of  appointment.  I  read 
from  his  letter  of  resignation  to  the  Legislature 
of  Tennessee ,  presented  the  14th  of  October, 
1825.  In  speaking  of  a  proposed  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which 
should  render  Members  of  Congress  ineligible 
to  any  Executive  appointment,  he  says: 

"The  effect  of  such  a  constitutional  provision 
is  obvious.  By  it,  Congress,  in  a  considerable 
degress,  would  be  free  from  that  connexion  with 
the  Executive  Department  which  at  present  gives 
strong  ground  of  jealousy  and  apprehension  on 
the  part  of  the  people.  Members,  instead  of  be- 
ing liable  to  be  withdrawn  from  legislating  on 
the  great  interests  of  the  nation,  through  pros- 
pects of  Executive  patronage,  would  be  more  li- 
berally confided  in  by  their  constituents ;  while 
their  vigilance  would  be  less  interrupted  by  party 
feeling  and  excitements.  Calculations  from  in- 
trigue or  management  would  fail.  Nor  would 
their  deliberations  or  investigation  of  subjects 
consume  so  much  time.  The  morals  of  the  coun 
try  would  be  improved,  and  virtue,  uniting  with 
the  labors  of  the  representatives  and  the  official 
ministers  of  the  law,  would  tend  to  perpetuate 
the  honor  and  glory  of  the  Government." 

"But  if  this  change  in  the  Constitution  be  not 
obtained,  and  important  appointments  continue 
to  devolve  on  representatives  in  Congress,  it  re- 
quires no  depth  of  thought  to  be  convinced  that 
corruption  will  become  the  order  of  the  day ;  and 
that,  under  the  garb  of  conscientious  sacrifices 
to  the  public  good,  evils  of  serious  importance  to 
the  freedom  and  prosperity  of  the  Republic  may 
arise.  It  is  through  this  channel  the  people  may 
expect  to  be  attacked  in  their  constitutional  sov- 
ereignty, and  where  tyianny  maybe  expected  to 
spring  up  in  some  favorable  emergency.  Against 
such  inroads  every  guard  ought  to  be  interposed, 
and  none  better  occurs  than  that  of  closing  the 
suspected  avenue  with  some  necessary  constitu- 
tional restriction.  We  know  that  human  nature 
is  prone  to  evil.  We  are  early  taught  to  pray 
that  we  may  not  be  led  into  temptation,  and 
hence  the  opinion,  that,  by  a  constitutional  pro- 
vision, all  avenues  to  temptation,  on  the  part  of 
our  political  servants,  should  be  closed." 

Good  sound  doctrine  this,  and  truth,  solemn 
truth,  as  his  subsequent  conduct  and  the  present 
state  of  our  country  verify.  He  saw  the  danger. 
He  saw  the  certainty  that  corruption  would  be- 
come the  order  of  the  day,  if  members  of  Congress 
were  subject  to  the  temptation  of  Executive  ap- 
pointment. He  knew  that  their  eyes  would  be 
turned  to  the  Executive,  and  not  to  the  people  ioho 
sent  them,  and  whom  they  should  serve  ;  and  that 
their  hopes  would  rest  on  Executive  patronage, 


and  total  and  final  ruin.    And  first  among  the  j  and  promotion  from  the  Executive  hand.    He 


April  21.] 


REGISTER  OP  DEBATES. 


503 


knew  the  consequence  of  the  exercise  of  this 
power,  and  knowing,  has  used  it  to  an  extent 
exceeding  all  that  was  ever  heard  or  thought  of 
by  other  Presidents,  or  in  other  times.  How 
many,  Mr.  President — was  it  five  or  was  it  six, 
that  were  appointed  in  a  single  year,  from  this 
Senate,  to  high  Executive  offices  ?  What  num- 
bers from  the  other  House  to  offices  of  all  de- 
scriptions, high  and  low.  It  seemed  to  be  thought 
glory  enough  to  serve  the  President  in  any  sta- 
tion. He  became,  at  once,  every  thing  ;  the 
country  and  the  people  nothing.  As  the  Con- 
stitution is  not  amended,  and  that  means  of  sav- 
ing our  legislators  from  corruption,  and  our  coun- 
try from  "tyranny,"  cannot  now  avail  ns,  we, 
who  would  preserve  the  purity  of  our  institutions, 
and  avert  that  tyranny,  must  resort  to  the  only 
other  means  now  in  our  power.  And  I  trust  we 
will  resort  to  it,  and  adhere  to  it  with  stern  in- 
flexibility, and  that,  if  the  President  will  nomi- 
nate, the  Senate  will  not  confirm  any  member  of 
Congress  to  any  executive  office  whatever.  I,  for 
one,  will  net  advise  and  consent  to  any  such  ap- 
pointment. 

Another  evil  is  worthy  to  be  noticed  and  ar- 
rested, while  it  may.  Gen.  Jackson  early  fore- 
saw, or  apprehended,  that  the  Executive  pa- 
tronage would  be  made  "to  bear  upon  the  elec- 
tive franchise;"  and  that  evil  has  now  come  up- 
on the  country  in  full  and  unmitigated  virulence. 
Armies  of  office  holders,  whose  names  fill  a  vo- 
lume, swarm  in  our  cities,  and  are  stationed  in 
every  town  and  village  in  our  country.  They 
compose  the  nucleus  around  which  the  political 
party,  which  supports  the  present  dominant 
power,  gather,  and  form,  and  rally.  Others  tra- 
verse the  country,  collect  and  convey  intelli- 
gence, and  arrange  and  marshal  the  hosts,  and 
prepare  them  for  action.  No  man  can,  in  this 
day,  obtain  an  Executive  appointment,  unless 
he  have  earned  it  as  a  political  partisan,  or  some 
friend  has  so  earned  it  for  him.  No  man  can 
retain  an  office,  unless  he  continue  to  do  battle 
in  obedience  to  the  mandates  of  his  leader. — 
Such  is  the  present  state  of  things.  But  the 
Senate  may. check,  if  it  cannot  entirely  correct, 
this  evil  also.  And  I,  for  one,  will  do  all  that 
in  me  lies  to  correct  it.  I  will  advise  and  con- 
sent to  the  appointment  of  no  man  to  any  office, 
who  has  earned  that  appointment  in  the  arena, 
as  a  political  gladiator.  And  I  will  advise  and 
consent  to  the  re-appointment  of  no' man  to  any 
responsible  office,  who,  while  he  held  that  of- 
fice, abused  it  to  the  mere  purposes  of  party, 
instead  of  using  it  for  the  benefit  of  his  country. 
When  1  can  have  proof  of  either  of  these  things, 
clear  and  unquestionable,  my  course,  for  one, 
will  be  decisive  and  unvarying.  We  have  too 
long  heard  as  the  ground,  and  the  only  success- 
ful ground,  of  recommendation  to  office,  that 
the  applicant  was  devoted  to  the  interests  of  one 
man,  rather  than  the  interests  of  his  country; 
that  he  had  rendered,  and  was  capable  of  ren- 
dering, service  to  that  man,  or  his  party,  rather 
than  to  his  co  ntry.  At  the  same  time,  I  would 
inquire  into  no  man's  political  opinions  or  per 
sonal  preferences;  it  i>  a  gross  abuse  that  such 
inquiries  have  ever  been  made  in  appointments 


to  office.  1  will  be  disposed  to  do  all  that  is 
possible  to  correct  that  abuse;  and  it  can  only 
be  done  by  disappointing  the  .hopes  of  him  who 
expects  to  rise  by  making  a  trade  of  politics. — 
The  Senate  have  always  possessed  these  pow- 
ers, but  it  has  not  always  been  necessary  to  ex- 
ercise them.  It  is  only  in  the  last  resort — 'tis 
when  the  ship  drifts  before  wind  and  tide  that 
the  sheet  anchor  is  cast  out  to  fix  and  save  her. 
And  it  is  a  struggle  now  for  the  very  existence 
of  the  Constitution ,  which  is  struck  at  in  its  last 
strong  hold.  The  protest  of  the  President, 
which  is  before  you,  is  his  arriere  ban,  the  sum- 
mons t©  his  powers  to  come  up  and  do  battle 
against  the  Senate.  And  it  is  a  mighty  power, 
and  that  power  a  unit — controlled  by  one  head, 
and  animated  by  one  spirit — that  is  arrayed 
against,  and  now  pressing  upon  us.  With  us 
there  is  division — different  views,  divided  coun- 
sels— all  anxious  to  sustain  the  dignity  and  in- 
dependence of  the  Senate ,  but  all  cannot  agree 
as  to  the  true  mode  by  which  they  are  to  be  sus- 
tained. The  honorable  Senator  from  Alabama 
(Mr.  Kino)  is  of  opinion  that  true  dignity  rests 
in  submission.  In  this  he  is  entirely  consistent. 
He  has  always,  I  believe,  advised  and  pursued 
the  same  course  in  every  contest  between  the 
Executive  and  the  Senate.  Another  honorable 
Senator,  for  whom  I  have  great  respect,  but 
whom  we  have  not  yet  heard  on  this  object, 
will,  I  have  no  doubt,  as  heretofore,  be  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  President  and  the  Senate  are  both 
a  little  wrong— rthe  Senate  most  so;-  and  he  will, 
on  the  whole,  reckon  it  is  best  for  us  to  sub- 
mit. Others,  and  I  am  one  of  them,  think  and 
feel,  that,  be  the  odds  against  us  what  it  may, 
we  should  stand  for  our  constitutional  rights, 
and  defend  and  sustain  them  by  all  constitution- 
al means. 

The  Protest  warns  us,  that,  if  we  persist ,  the 
harmony  ef  the  relations  between  the  President 
and  the  Senate  will  be  destroyed,  and  that  it 
will  lead  to  serious  alterations  in  the  frame  work 
of  our  Constitution,  or  "the  practical  abandon- 
ment of  some  of  its  provisions. ''  And  what,  sir, 
do  you  suppose,  are  the  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution, in  addition  to  those  which  he  has  dis- 
regarded and  violated,  which  he  now  proposes 
practically  to  abandon,  if  the  Senate  persists  in 
thwarting  his  will?  Dispense  with  confirmation 
of  the  Senate  to  his  appointments,by  appointing 
in  the  recess,  and  again  and  again  so  appointing, 
as  in  the  case  of  Gwynn  .'Suppose,  then,  as  pro- 
bably would  be  the  case,  we  arc  to  frame 
the  appropriation  bill,  that  nothing  could  by  law 
be  paid  to  an  officer  not  confirmed  by  the  Sen- 
ate; he  would  practically  abandon  another  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution- -pay  his  officers 
without  regard  to  the  appropriations,  or  make 
them  the  depositories  of  so  much  of  the  public 
treasure  as  will  indemnify  them  for  delay  and 
difficulty  in  procuring  their  salaries.  If  this  be 
not  his  purpose,  why  does  he  assert  that  broad 
claim  of  control  over  the  public  purse,  utterly 
unknown,  and  unheard  of,  do^  n  to  the  day  of 
the  promulgation  of  that  protest.  The  bold  doc- 
trine that  "Congress  cannot  take  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Executive  Department  the  custody 
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of  the  public  property  or  money,  without  an 
assumption  of  Executive  power,  and  a  subver- 
sion of  the  first  principles  of  the  Constitution," 
the  explanatory  Protest  which  he  sent  us  this 
morning1  covers  up.  and  mystifies;  but  it  does  not 
retract  this  assumption  of  power.  The  plain 
strong  text  does  but  carry  out  to  its  results  the 
lawless  power  which  he  had  already  exercised 
in  seizing  the  public  depositesand  holdingthem 
in  his  own  custody.  He  now  simply  bids  defi- 
ance to  Congress,  and  says,  in  effect,  he  has  the 
public  purse,  he  has  a  right  to  it,  and  he  will 
keep  it.  The  Secretary,  in  whose  care  it  was 
placed,  is  now  his  Secretary,  and  we  can  put  it 
in  the  custody  of  no  agent  who  will  not  at|once 
be  his  agent,  by  virtue  of  his  trust.  Such  is  the 
text  of  his  Protest,  and  the  gloss  which  came  in 
to-day  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  retract  or  ex- 
plain— it  only  obscures  it. 

As  the  President  has,  in  his  Protest,  appealed 
to  the  debate  in  1789,  on  the  bill  for  organizing 
the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs,  I  will,  while 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  is  turned  to  the  sub- 
ject, refer  to  the  speech  of  a  member  from 
Georgia  (Mr.  Jackson)  who  foretold,rn  an  admi- 
ble  manner,  some  of  the  consequences  which 
have  resulted  from  the  unfortunate  admission  of 
the  power  of  removal,  first  inserted  in  that  law. 
The  clause  which  I  read  is  in  the  4th  Elliott's 
Debates,  page  169,  170.  Speaking  of  the  evil 
consequences  of  placing  the  power  of  removal 
in  the  hands  of  the  President,  he  says:  "But  let 
me  ask  gentlemen,  if  it  be  possible  to  place 
these  officers  in  such  a  situation  as  to  deprive 
them  of  their  independence  and  firmness;  for,  I 
apprehend,  it  is  not  intended  to  stop  with  the 
Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs.  Let  it  be  remem- 
bered that  the  Constitution  gives  the  President 
the  command  of  the  military.  If  you  give  him 
complete  power  over  the  man  with  the  strong  bote 
he  will  have  the  liberty  of  America  under  his 
thumb.  It  is  easy  to  see  the  evil  which  may 
result.  If  he  wants  to  establish  an  arbitrary  au- 
thority, and  finds  the  Secretary  of  Finance  not  in- 
clined to  second  his  endeavors,  he  has  nothing  more 
to  do  than  remove  him  and  get  one  appointed  of 
principles  more  congenial  with  his  own.  Then, 
says  he,  I  have  got  the  army;  let  me  have  but 
the  money,  and  I  will  establish  my  throne  on 
the  ruins  of  your  visionary  Republic:  Let  no 
gentleman  say  I  am  contemplating  imaginary 
dangers — the  mere  chimeras  of  a  heated  brain.'' 
Sir,  whatever  it  might  then  seem,  it  was  no 
chimera.  How  strictly,  to  the  very  letter,  has  his 
prediction  been  verified.  The  powers  which  the 
Constitution  has  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Pre- 
sident, and  those  which,  within  five  years,  he  has 
been  able  to  seize  into  his  grasp,  either  within  or 
without  the  pale  of  the  Constitution,  cannot  fail 
to  excite  the  deepest  alarm  in  the  bosom  of  every 
friend  of  American  liberty.  He  has  the  power 
of  the  sword— that  the  Constitution  gives  him; 
the  command  of  the  Army  and  the  Navy';  but 
even  there,  to  make  himself  more  absolute,  he 
has  asserted  and  exercised  doubtful  and  odious 
powers— if,  indeed,  he  has  not  assumed  unconsti- 
tutional powers.  The  right  of  removing,  by  his 
own  mere  will,  any  officer  in  the  Army  or  the 


Navy,  without  a  trial  by  court  martial,  or  against 
the  judgment  of  such  court;  I  deny  that  the  Con- 
stitution has  vested  him  with  any  such  power, 
and  its  assumption  is  against  the  whole  spirit  and 
genius  of  our  institutions.  Its  tendency  is  ob- 
vious. It  makes  the  President  superior  to  law, 
and  the  officer  who  would  hesitate  to  obey  his 
illegal  command,  must  do  it  at  the  hazard  of  his 
own  removal,  and  having  his  station  filled  by  one 
who  would  be  more  supple  and  obedient. 

He  has  also  perverted  the  power  of  appoint- 
ment to  a  mere  instrument  of  influence  and  cor- 
ruption— I  characterize  it  by  the  strong  words 
which  he  has  used  in  his  letter  of  resignation. 
By  means  of  that  power,  unless  we  oppose  a  salu- 
tary check  upon  it,  he  may  operate  on  members 
of  this  and  the  other  House  of  Congress,  by  rais- 
ing their  hopes,  exciting  their  fears,  and  bringing 
them  as  suppliants  to  his  feet ,  or  to  the  feet  of 
the  vilest  minions  who  surround  him ,  and  who 
are  supposed  to  influence  his  secret  councils. 
Abroad,  throughout  the  various  parts  of  the 
Union,  he  wields  that  power  also — not  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Nation,  of  which  he  is  the  head, 
but  for  the  purposes  of  party — for  the  purpose  of 
sustaining  and  perpetuating  influence:  and  to 
that  end  the  public  treasures  are  lavished  and 
consumed. 

He  claims  too,  a  dispensing  power  over 
the  laws — laws  which  have  passed  through  all 
the  solemnities  of  enactment — which  have  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
and  of  the  Executive,  and  even  of  the  highest 
judicial  tribunal  of  the  country.  He  claims  the 
right  to  refuse  to  execute  them  on  the  ground 
that  he  considers  them  as  against  the  Constitu- 
tion. He  has  also  seized  into  his  possession, 
and  claims  the  sole  control  of  the  public  trea- 
sure, and  denies  that  Congress  can  make  any 
law,  within  the  pale  of  the  Constitution,  which 
may  rescue  it  from  his  hands.  And  he  claims 
that,  by  virtue  of  his  oath  of  office,  he  may,  and 
ought  to,  enter  the  halls  of  legislation,  especi- 
ally this  Chamber,  and  "  preserve,  protect,  and 
defend  the  Constitution"  against  the  acts  of  this 
Senate.  And  what  have  we  to  oppose  to  this 
accumulated  power,  his  inroads,  and  aggres- 
sion? The  Constitution,  which  is  our  banner — 
stout  hearts — firm  and  resolute  minds — and  an 
unwavering  trust  in  God  and  our  country. 

Sir,  cast  back  your  eyes  for  but  eight  short 
years  over  the  history  of  our  country,  and  you 
will  see  by  what  combination  of  circumstances 
those  powers  have  been  gathered,  and  concen- 
trated in  a  single  hand— it  is  an  instructive,  but 
mournful  retrospection.  But  what  then  was 
the  situation  of  our  country?  What  is  it  now? 
And  what  has  produced  the  rapid  and  alarming 
change?  Within  that  time,  strong  and  marked 
divisions,  partly  of  principle,  partly  sectional, 
developed  themselves  in  the  nation,  took  strong 
possession  of  the  public  mind,  and  fixed  the  at. 
tention,  and  absorbed  the  feelings,  of  the  peo- 
ple. Our  Constitution,  and  the  powers  which 
it  confers  upon  the  National  Legislature,  be- 
came a  subject  of  deep  and  all  pervading  inter- 
est— the  one  would  limit  to  the  strict  letter  of 
the  instrument,  the  other  would  ^extend,  by  a 
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rational  and  necessary  intendment,  those  pow- 
ers. The  present  Chief  Magistrate,  and  those 
who  must  adhere  to  him,  assumed  a  doubtful 
station,  now  flattering  the  hopes,  and  now  a- 
larming  the  fears,  of  each  of  the  contending 
parties,  as  he  seemed  disposed  to  incline  to,  or 
oppose  their  doctrines.  Thus  the  contest  was 
encouraged  and  kept  up  with  fierceness  and 
violence.  Public  attention  was  fixed  and  cen- 
tered upon  that  struggle,  while  the  Executive 
was — sometimes  gradually,  at  other  times,  by  a 
bold  and  sudden  wrench — drawing  and  seizing 
all  the  powers  of  the  Government  to  himself; 
and  even  those  who  watched  the  Legislative 
power  with  the  most  suspicious  jealousy,  per- 
mitted his  enormous  strides  to  dominion,  for  a 
long  time  to  pass  unheeded,  and  without  cen- 
sure. Heavily  did  the  vessel  of  State  labor  in 
her  onward  course,  under  this  various  pressure. 

"Harder  beset, 
"And  more  endanged,  than  when  Argo  passed 
Through  Bosphorus  betwixt  the  justling  rocks; 
Or  when  Ulysses  on  the  larboard  shunned 
Charybdis,  and  by  the  other  whirlpool  steered." 

Still,  she  has  thus  far  won  her  way,  amid  the 
fighting  elements;  but  the  rocks,  and  shoals,  and 
whirlpools,  are  not  yet  passed,  and  no  quiet  ha- 
ven is  in  sight.  We  have  long  seen  and  felt  the 
downward  tendency  of  things,  but  could  scarce- 
ly poise  ourselves  in  calmness,  to  resist  or  check 
its  motion;  for  so  rapid  has  been  the  torrent 
which  dashes  and  rolls  us  onward,  that  the  head 
becomes  giddy,  and  the  mind  bewildered,  and 
the  eye  dim,  as  we  gaze  upon  the  billow  s  which 
rush  and  foam  around  us. 

Sir,  our  republic  has  long  been  a  theme  of 
speculation  among  the  savans  of  Europe.  They 
profess  to  have  cast  ils  horoscope,  and  fifty 
years  was  fixed  upon  by  many  as  the  utmost 
limit  of  its  duration.  But  those  years  passed  by, 
and  beheld  us  a  united  and  a  happy  people;  our 


Strong  spirits,  (I  use  the  term  in  the  sense  in 
which  the  French  acadamicians  use  it,  ks  forts 
esprits)  strong  spirits  may  sneer  at  these  impress- 
ions which  are  the  offspring  of  feeling  rather 
than  of  reason,  and  which  resolve  themselves 
into  no  philosophical  connexion  of  cause  and 
consequence: 

Sed  mi,  iofirmior  sum 
U  nus  multorum — 
I  do  {not,   and  I  cannot  wholly  deny  their  in- 
fluence. 

Ytt  it  would  have  required  but  a  tinge  of  su- 
perstitious gloom,  to  have  drawn  from  that  event 
darker  forebodings  of  that  which  was  to  come. 
In  our  primitive  wilds,  where  the  order  of  nature 
is  unbroken  by  the  hand  of  man;  there,  where 
majestic  trees  arise,  spread  forth  their  branches, 
live  out  their  age,  and  decline;  sometimes  will 
an  ancient  patriarchal  plant  which  has  stood  for 
centuries  the  winds  and  storms,  fall  when  no 
breeze  agitates  a  leaf  of  the  trees  that  surround 
it.  And  when,  in  the  calm  stillness  of  a  sum- 
mer's noon,  the  solitary  woodsman  hears  on 
either  hand  the  heavy  crash  of  huge  branchless 
trunks,  falling  by  their  own  weight  to  the  earth 
whence  they  sprung,  prescient  of  the  future,  he 
foresees  the  whirlwind  at  hand,  which  shall 
sweep  through  the  forest,  break  its  strongest 
stems,  upturn  its  deepest  roots,  and  strew  in  the 
dust  its  tallest  proudest  heads.  But  I  am  none 
of  those  who  indulge  in  gloomy  anticipation. 
I  do  not  despair  of  the  Republic.  My  trust  is 
strong,  that  the  gallant  ship,  in  which  all  our 
hopes  are  embarked,  will  yet  outride  the  storm, 
saved  alike  from  the  breakers  and  billow  ■>  of  dis- 
union, and  the  greedy  whirlpool — the  all  engul- 
phing  maelstrom  of  executive  power — that  un- 
broken, if  not  unharmed,  she  may  pursue  her 
prosperous  voyage  far  down  the  stream  of  time; 
and  that  the  banner  of  our  country,  which  now 
waves  over  us  so  prodly,  will  still  float  in  tri- 
umph— borne  on  the  winds  of  heaven,  fanned 


political  atmosphere  agitated  by  no  storm,  and  by  the  breath  of  fame,  every  stripe  bright  and 
scarce  a  cloud  to  obscure  the  serenity  of  our  unsullied,  every  star  fixed  in  its  sphere,  age* 
horizon — all  of  the  present,  was  prosperity;  all  after  each  of  us  now  here  shall  have  ceased  to 
of  the  future,  hope.  True,  upon  the  day  of  that  gaze  on  its  majestic  folds  forever. 


anniversary  two  venerated  fathers  of  our  freedom 
and  of  our  country  fell,  but  they  sunk  calmly  to 
rest,in  the  maturity  of  years  and  in  the  fullness  of 
time;  and  their  simultaneous  departure  on  that 
day  of  jubilee,  for  another  and  a  better  world, 
was  hailed  by  our  nation  as  a  propitious  sign, sent 
to  us  from  heaven.  Wandering  the  other  day 
in  the  alcoves  of  the  library,  I  accidentally  open- 
ed a  volume  containing  the  orations  delivered 
by  many  distinguished  men  on  that  solemn  oc- 
crsiou ,  and  I  noted  some  expressions  of  &  few 
who  now  sit  in  this  hall,  which  are  deep  fraught 
with  the  then  prevailing,  I  may  say  universal, 
feeling.  It  is  inquired  by  one,  "is  this  the  effect 
of  accident  or  blin  I  chance,  or  has  that  God, 
who  holds  in  his  hand  the  destiny  of  nations  and 
of  men,  designed  these  things  as  an  evidence  of 
the  permanence  and  perpetuity  of  our  institu- 
tions?" Another  says,  "is  it  not  stamped  with 
the  seal  of  divinity  ?"  And  a  third  discanting 
on  the  prospects  bright  and  glorious  whicltopen 
omens  cheer  us." 


Mr.  WILKINS  would  move ,  if  there  was  no 
indisposition  on  the  part  of  gentlemen  to  take 
up  the  business  connected  with  the  foreign  re- 
lations of  the  country,  which  he  had  mentioned 
before,  that,  for  that  purpose,  the  Senate  go 
into  executive  session. 

Mr. moved  that  the  motion  be  laid 

upon  the  table. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  the  latter  motion  was 
not  in  order. 

Jtfr.  POINDEXTER  would  prefer  the  post- 
ponement of  executive  business  until  to-  mor- 
row. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  hoped  the  motion  of  the 
hon.  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Wit- 
kins)  would  prevail,  and  that  it  would  be  acted 
upon. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  did  not  perceive  the  neces- 
sity of  going  into  executive  business. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr.  Wil- 
kims's  motion,  when  there  appeared — ayes  18, 
noes  20. 
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So  the  Senate  refused  to  go  into  executive 
session. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
first  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  Poindexter, 
which  was,  after  the  words  "  \7th.  instant,"  to 
insert  "in  the  following  words;"  and  then  to 
recite  the  whole  of  the  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent; and,  in  the  third  resolution,  to  insert  af- 
ter the  words  "  with  the  declaration  that  ac- 
companied it,'' — "  containing  the  following 
words,"  and  then  to  recite  the  whole  of  that 
declaration. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said,  he  understood  the 
effebt  of  the  amendment  would  be  to  destroy 
the  resolutions.  The  object  was  to  get  the 
messages  on  the  journals. 

Mr.  LEIGH  inquired  if  such  wps  the  object, 
and  was  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  BIBB  rose  on  a  point  of  order.  He  was 
not  one  of  those  men  who  had  much  knowledge 
of  points  of  order;  but  as  the  amendment  was 
totally  inconsistent  with  the  original  proposi- 
tion, for  the  avowed  object  of  the  mover  was  to 
destroy  the  resolutions,  he  thought  it  could  not 
be  in  order 

The  CHAIR  could  not  conceive  that  there 
wai  any  question  of  order.  The  paper  was  in 
possession  of  the  Clerk,  and  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  considered  this  a  very  novel 
case;  and  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  involved  a 
point  of  order.  The  object  of  all  rules,  was  to 
carry  into  effect  the  intention  of  the  body;  and 
here  the  very  point  at  issue  was,  whether  the 
papers  of  the  President  should  go  on  the  Jour- 
nals. This  amendment,  therefore,  must  be  out 
of  order.  The  question  was,  whether  an  indi- 
vidual member  could  thus  put  aside  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  did  not  understand  the  point 
of  objection.  His  object  was  to  incorporate  the 
message  with  the  resolutions,  that  its  true  cha- 
racter might  be  seen. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  said,  when  the  paper  was 
read  to  the  Senate,  he  noticed  that  the  Presi- 
dent called  the  Secretaries  his  Secretaries, 
not  only  once,  but  repeatedly  ;  whereas,  in  the 
printed  copy,  this  expression  was  used  but  once. 
By  examining  the  original,  he  had  found  his  in 
ink,  and  the  in  pencil,  over  it.  lie  would  ask 
which  was  the  true  reading,  and  which  was  to 
be  incorporated  in  this  motion. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said,  the  rule  required  that 
every  motion  should  be  given  in  writing;  and  he 
requested  that  this  motion  should  be  put  in  wri- 
ting, in  all  its  parts. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  would  reduce  it  to  writing, 
when  he  had  an  opportunity.  % 

The  Secretary  explained  in  regard  to  the  al- 
terations made  in  the  message.  The  next  morn- 
ing after  the  message  was  sent  in,  the  Presi- 
dent's private  Secretary  had  told  him  of  two  or 
three  verbal  errors,  of  which  his  Secretary  was 
one.  He  had  informed  him,  that  as  the  mes- 
sage had  been  read,  he  could  permit  no  amend- 
ment, but  be  had  himself  inserted  the  correc-j 
tions  in  pencil  for  the  mere  purpose  of  refer- 
ence. 
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Mr.  WEBSTER  called  for  the  other  correc- 
tions, and  the  Secretary  read  a  number  of  in- 
stances, in  which,  expression  was  substituted  for 
admission,  removing  for  controlling,  exercise  for 
examine,  &c. 

Mr.  CLAY  wished  to  know  at]  what]  time 
these  corrections  were  made. 

The  Secretary  said,  on  Friday  morning. 

Mr.  CLAY  requested  that  the  Senate  might 
know,  and  the  country,  that  on  Friday  morning, 
after  the  paper  had  been  commented  on,  after 
my  Secretary  had  been  repeatedly  pronounced 
by  the  President,  this  alteration  had  been  at- 
tempted. 

There  was  another  thing  to  be  observed  and 
remembered;  any  man  must  perceive  that  trans- 
forming the  papers  could  not  have  been  render- 
ed necessary  by  the  mistakes  of  a  clerk;  no 
clerk  could  mistake  his  for  the,  and  no  clerk 
could  commit  the  other  mistakes,  such  as  mo- 
ney for  property,  &c. 

Mr.  C.  hoped  the  Secretary  would  not  insert 
any  more  pencil  marks.  The  paper  proved 
that  the  attempt  itself  was  another  instance  of 
Executive  encroachment.  What!  after  a  pa- 
per had  been  printed  and  commented  on,  might 
the  President  send  his  private  Secretary  to  al- 
ter it  ?  But  it  showed  the  spirit  of  the  times, 
and  it  showed  but  too  strongly  the  spirit  of  the 
man. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  now  began  to  reduce  his 
amendment  to  writing. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  that  while  the  gentle- 
man was  engaged  in  that  agreeable  operation, 
he  wished  to  say  that  the  account  given  by  the 
Secretary  should  be  reduced  to  writing. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  brought  to  the  Chair  the  first 
part  of  his  amendment,  in  his  own  writing,  and 
the  original  Executive  manifesto  as  the  remain- 
der of  it. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  objected  to  that  form 
of  the  amendment,  by  taking  the  document  it- 
self. 

The  CHAIR  said,  it  was  not  necessary  for 
him  to  reduce  the  whole  to  writing;  printed,  or 
other  parts  might  be  incorporated. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  appealed  from  the  [decision 
of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  there  appeared  to  him 
to  be  a  concord  of  ingenuity  between  the  Chair 
and  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  If  the  course 
proposed  was  carried  into  effect,  the  honorable 
Senator  might  withdraw  his  amendment,  pocket 
the  document,  and  walk  out  of  the  Senate. — 
The  procedure  of  the  honorable  Senator  was  n© 
reduction  of  his  views  into  writing.  He  (Mr. 
W.)  thought  time  ought  to  be  allowed  the  ho- 
norable Senator;  but  if  the  Senate  did  not 
choose  to  grant  time,  there  was  no  remedy.  The 
honorable  Senator  had  no  right  to  take  up  the 
document  from  the  table  of  the  Senate  and  offer 
it  as  his  motion. 

Mr.  PRESTON  said,  it  was  remarkable  to 
see  one  document  answer  so  many  purposes.— 
It  was  in  the  first  place  sent  to  the  Senate  as  a 
protest,  and  then  published  to  the  nation  as  a 
proclamation  of  the  President.  It  was  a  pro- 
test to  the  Senate  one  day,  in  one  shape,  and 
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the-  next  day,  in  another  shape .  Even  while 
the  Senate  was  discussing'  it  in  one  form,  it  assu- 
med another  through  the  medium  of  the  Presi- 
dent's private  Secretary.  This  was  the  second 
time  that  papers  had  been  altered',  after  they 
had  been  placed  in  the  possession  of  the  Senate. 
On  a  former  occasion  he  had  said  that  this  tam- 
pering with  papers  was  a  very  improper  and 
dangerous  practice,  and  ought  to  be  avoided. — 
A  protest  was  sent  to  the  Senate  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  when  it  was  found  that  it  contained 
some  passages  likely  to  rouse  the  indignation 
of  the  people  by  the  despotic  disposition  which 
they  indicated,  the  private  Secretary  was  sent 
down  to  alter  the  document  and  make  it  more 
palatable.  Thus  altered,  40,000  copies  were 
distributed  to  the  people.  He  had  said  this 
morning  that  he  rejoiced  to  see  the  President 
beginning  a  luminous  commentary  on  the  text 
he  had  sent  to  the  Senate;  he  did  not  expect, 
however,  that  the  text  would  have  been  touch- 
ed. They  had  now  before  them  a  new  text. — 
The  document  had  been  interfered  with  while 
it  was  in  the  possession  of  the  Senate,  and  they 
were  engaged  in  discussing  it 

The  particular  points  to  which  Senators  had 
objected  had  been  removed.  The  paper  had  ori- 
ginally stalked  in  tragic  boots,  and  with  a  haugh- 
ty mien;  but  now  throwing  aside  the  sock  and 
gown,  it  came  forward  under  the  comic  face  of 
an  amendment.  Suppose  the  Senator  from 
Georgia,  now,  that  the  Chair  had  decided  that 
his  motion  was  in  order,  choose  to  withdraw 
his  amendment,  to  whom  would  the  document 
then  belong.  The  use  to  which  the  paper  was 
attempted  to  be  put,  was  certainly  not  a  proper, 
one,  it  could  not  be  made  to  answer  so  many 
purposes.  The  protest  of  the  President  was 
now  brought  forward  as  an  amendment.  "To 
what  vile  uses  may  we  come  at  last:  the  dust 
of  Alexander  may  stop  a  bung  hole."  There 
was  another  point  of  order.  The  amendment 
was  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  original  mo- 
tion. Common  sense  taught,  that  such  an 
amendment  could  not  be  received. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  should  be  disposed 
to  withdraw  his  motion,  if  the  Senator  from 
Georgia  would  withdraw  his  amendment,  and 
return  it  to  the  Executive.  That,  Mr.  C. 
thought,  would  be  the  best  disposition  of  it. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes 
upon  this  motion,  and  read  a  rule  of  the  Senate 
to  show  that  it  was  perfectly  in  order. 

If,  he  said,  he  were  disposed  to  be  critical 
he  might  say,  that  gentlemen  sought  to  deprive 
him  of  his  right  to  have  his  resolution  put  upon 
the  journal. 

Every  necessary  purpose  was  answered  by 
the  course  he  had  pursued.  What  would  be 
their  situation  if  a  Senator  was  to  be  deprived 
of  his  right  to  make  an  amendment,  by  a  mere 
question  of  order.  Three  or  four  hours  would 
be  necessary  to  make  a  copy  of  the  document, 
and  in  the  mean  time  a  vote  might  be  taken, 
and  he  would  thus  be  deprived  of  one  of  his 


made  use  of  the  document  in  question  to  con- 
demn the  President,  and  he  (Mr.  F.)  was  not 
to  be  permitted  to  make  use  ef  it  as  an  amend- 
ment. With  regard  to  the  alterations  which 
had  been  made,  he  begged  to  say  that  the  pa- 
per had  not  been  received  by  the  Senate,  and 
until  that  was  done,  the  President  had  a  right 
to  alter  it.  But  what  were  the  alterations?  did 
the  President  shrink  from  any  thing  he  had 
previously  said?  If  he  did,  let  him  be  con- 
demned, but  net  otherwise.  The  President's 
character  was  too  well  known  for  any  one  to 
believe  him  guilty  of  such  conduct.  The  words, 
"his  Secretary,"  were  still  retained  ;  he  (Mr. 
F. )  wished  to  know,  if  any  alteration  had  taken 
place  in  substance. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
document  *  in  its  original  and  in  its  altered 
state. 

Mr.  KANE  asked  if  any  alteration  had  been 
really  made. 

The  Secretary  replied  in  the  negative. 
He  bad  merely  inserted  the  words  in  pencil 
for  the  purpose  of  reference. 

The  Secretary  then  read  those  parts  of  the 
paper,  in  which  alterations  had  been  made,  and 
shewed  what  the  alterations  were. 

Mr.  LEIGH  wished  to  understand  what  wa9 
the  order  of  the  Senate.  He  understood  the 
objection  now  to  be  on  an  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair,  that  it  was  in  order  for  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  to  take  a  document 
from  the  Senate,  and  to  submit  it  to  the  Chair 
in  the  form  of  writing,  that  his  motion  might  be 
in  order. 

Was  that  the  question  ? 
The  CHAIR  said  that  the  rule  existed  al- 
though it  was  not  usually  acted  upon .  He  sup- 
posed the  intention  of  the  rule  to  be,  that  the 
resolution  might  be  generally  understood;  and 
he  imagined  that  taking  the  document  from  the 
table  would  answer  that  purpose. 

Mr.  LEIGH  said,  if  the  object  had  not  been 
distinctly  avowed  by  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia to  be,  to  compel  the  Senate  to  do  what  it 
might  object  to  do,  he  would  not  have  made 
any  remarks  on  the  subject.  But  from  the 
manner  in  which  tVe  Chair  had  acted,  it  seemed 
to  him  as  if  the  Chair  claimed  similar  power 
over  that  body  to  what  the  President  of  the 
United  States  claimed  over  the  public  money. 
The  question  was,  w  hich  paper  should  be  re- 
ceived; and  the  main  question  was  which  should 
be  spread  over  the  journals  of  the  Senate.  The 
majority  was  against  it,  and  the  object  of  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  was,  that  the  Senate 
should  be  openly  accused.  The  question  with 
him  was,  whether  the  motion  was  in  order.  He 
would  vote  that  it  be  not  received;  or,  in  other 
words,  that  he  (Mr.  Forsyth)  shall  not  have  it 
in  his  power  to  do  that  which  the  Senate  had 
determined  not  to  do.  He  would  not  profess 
to  be  well  informed  on  the  subject;  but  ho 
would  vote  against  the  motion. 
Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  then  moved  an  ad- 


most  sacred  rights  as  a  Senator  of  the  United  journment,  which,  after  a  little  opposition,  was 

States.      The  question  was  now  whether   his  carried, 

motion  should  be  received.     Hon.  gentlemen      And  the  Senate  adjourned. 
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Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maine,  who  had  on  the  last 
petition  day  presented  a  memorial  from  Gardi- 
ner, in  Maine,  on  the  subject  of  the  deposites, 
and  in  favor  of  the  bank,  and  had  moved  the 
reference  of  the  memorial  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  with  the  following  instruc- 
tions: 

*«  To  report  two  resolutions — one ,  declaring 
that  the  reasons  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry for  the  removal  of  the  public  money  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  are  insufficient 
and  unsatisfactory — and  the  other,  declaring 
that  a  bank,  created  by  authority  of  Congress, 
is  necessary,  expedient,  and  ought  to  be  estab- 
lished"— addressed  the  House  at  length,  insup- 
port  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  WISE  then  took  the  floor,  and  offered 
the  following  resolutions,  which  were  accept- 
ed by  Mr.  Evans,  as  a  modification  of  his  mo- 
tion, viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  custody  and  control  of 
the  moneys  of  the  United  States ,  not  appropri- 
ated by  law,  and  not  disbursed  under  appropri- 
ations by  law,  are,  by  the  Constitution,  placed 
under  the  order  and  direction  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  no  change  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  is  necessary  to  authorize 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  entrust 
the  custody  of  the  public  money,  not  appropri- 
ated by  law,  to  other  agency  than  that  of  the 
Executive  Department,  and  that  the  custody 
of  the  public  money  must  not  be,  necessarily, 
under  the  Constitutisn,  entrusted  to  the  Exe- 
cutive Department. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  can  take  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Executive  Department  the  custo- 
dy of  the  public  property  or  money,  without 
an  assumption  of  Executive  power,  or  a  sub- 
version of  the  first  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, by  the  repeal  and  enactment  of  such  laws 
as  may  be  necessary  to  that  end. 

Mr.  WISE  said,  that^he  was  induced  again  to 
press  these  resolutions  on  the  House,  by  a  deep 
conviction  of  their  intrinsic  importance.     It  had 
been  said  that  the  resolutions  were  nothing  but 
a  string  of  truisms,  and  that,  therefore,  there 
could  be  no  great  importance  attached  to  their 
adoption.     But  they  contained  the  very   first 
principles  on  which  our  Government  rested,  and 
it  was  with  serious  alarm  that  he  asked  the  ques- 
tion, could  it  be  so,  that  they  had  been  brought 
this  day,  in  vindication  of  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple, to  pass  in  that  House,  in  the  form  of  sol- 
emn resolutions,  the  merest  truisms  connected 
with  the  theory  of  our  Government?     He  ad- 
mitted that  the  resolutions  he  had  offered  were 
mere  abstractions,  and  they  contained  positions 
concerning  which  no  one  had  ever  expressed  a 
doubt,  until  the  powers  most  clearly  belonging 
to   that  legislature  were  expressly  claimed  for 
the  Executive  Department ,  in  an  official  paper 
put  forth  by  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  coun- 
try. ^  And,  Mr.  W.  said,  that  he  should  consid- 
er himself,  and  his  fellow   members  in   that 
House,  as  utterly  unworthy  of  the  trust  that  had 
been  reposed  in  them,  if  they  failed  to  resist 


the  pretensions  thus  put  forth,  and  to  declare 
their  right  to  that  power  which,  unless  they  did 
possess  the  Government  of  this  country,  could 
no  longer  be  denominated  free.  If  &  claim  like 
that  which  had  been  set  up ,  should  successfully 
be  established,  it  would  be  time  for  them  to 
leave  their  seats;  to  refer  the  question  of  the 
powers  of  the  department  back  to  the  people? 
and  resolve  the  whole  Government  into  its  first 
principles.  Mr.  W.  said  that  he  would,  before 
that  House  and  the  nation,  without  either  fear 
or  favor,  make  a  candid  confession  of  what  had 
been  his  opinion.  He  had  heretofore  consid- 
ered, and  still  did  hold,  that  the  eustody  of  the 
public  money  and  other  property  of  the  United 
States,  being  placed  by  the  Constitution  under 
the  control  of  Congress,  that  body  had  power 
to  repose  this  custody  in  the  hands  of  an  Exec- 
utive officer  if  they  so  thought  fit.  And,  so  long 
as  it  was  in  the  hands  of  an  Executive  officer, 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  as  the  head 
of  the  Executive  Department,  had  the  right  of 
superintending  him  in  the  exercise  of  this  trust, 
within  the  provisions  and  under  the  directions 
of  law.  And  when  the  enemies  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  either  in  that  House 
or  out  of  it,  charged  upon  him  the  design  of 
arrogating  to  himself,  and  absorbing  in  his  own 
person,  ail  the  powers  of  this  Government,  and 
represented  him  as  claiming  the  entire  control 
of  the  public  money,  beyond  and  against  the 
will  of  the  Legislature,  he  had  looked  upon  it 
as  the  groundless  accusation  of  prejudiced  en- 
emies, and,  in  his  own  feeble  way,  had  honestly 
attempted  to  vindicate  the  President  from  the 
charge. 

But  when  he  now  saw  it  openly  and  deliberate- 
ly asserted  in  a  public  paper,  coming  from  the 
President's  own  hand,  that  the  control  of  the 
public  treasury  was  and  must  be  entrusted  ex- 
clusively to^the  custody  of  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment, it  was  impossible  for  him  any  longer  to 
avoid  the  conclusion  that  such  were  the  Presi- 
dent's sentiments.  The  nature  of  the  claim 
could  not  be  mistaken ;  and  when  that  paper 
capped  the  climax,  by  coming  to  the  conclusion 
that  Congress  could  not  take  this  control  out  of 
the  hands  of  that  department,  without  an  as- 
sumption of  Executive  power — he  should  be 
reckless  of  his  duty  and  recreant  to  his  trust,  if 
he  omitted  to  do  what  in  him  lay,  to  vindicate  the 
Constitution,  declare  the  just  powers  of  Con- 
gress, and  preserve  the  liberties  of  the  People. 

Mr.  PEYTON  now  offered  as  a  substitute  to 
the  resolutions  adopted  by  Mr.  Evans,  as  part  of 
his  motion,  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  late  executive  proceedings  in  re- 
lation to  th9  Public  Revenue, has  not  "assumed 
upon  himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred 
by  the  Constitution  and  Laws,"  but  that  he  has 
acted  in  conformity  to  both. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  , 
in  a  late  resolution  passed  by  that  body,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit :    "  Resolved,  That  the  . 
President,  in  the  late  executive  proceeedings  in 
relation  to  the  public  revenue,  has  assumed  upon 
himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by 
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the  Constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  o1 
both,"  have,  by  that  resolution,  not  with  a  view 
to  legislative  action,  but  as  a  solemn  censure  up- 
on the  President,  infringed  upon  the  rightful  and 
legitimate  powers  and  prerogatives  of  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

Resolved,  lAat  Congress  have  the  power,  by 
law,  to  select  the  places  of  depositing  the  public 
money,  and  providing  for  its  safe  keeping. 

Mr.  Petton  expressed  himself  as  very  unwil- 
ling that  this  House  should  join  in  the  contest 
now  maintained  with  the  President  by  another 
branch  of  the  Legislature.  He  considered  it  high- 
ly unbecoming  in  this  body  to  occupy  its  time  in 
any  discussion,  the  object  of  which  was  to  de- 
cide which  of  the  parties  was  to  be  blamed,  and 
which  to  be  praised.  The  only  effect  of  such  a 
discussion  must  be  to  increase  the  excitement 
which,  according  to  gentlemen,  already  existed 
in  the  country.  Mr.  P.  heard  gentlemen  talking 
of  resolving  this  Government  into  its  first  ele- 
ments. Talking  of  the  existence  of  revolution- 
ary spirit,  such  as  that  which  prevailed  when  the 
tea  was  thrown  into  Boston  harbor  in  the  days  of 
the  revolution.  Gentlemen  commended  this  spi- 
rit. They  spoke  of  it  as  being  a  good  spirit, 
and  declared  with  exultation  that  Liberty  lived 
in  a  storm.  Mr.  P.  said  that  his  blood  recoiled 
at  the  mention  of  such  sentiments.  What!  Must 
American  Liberty,  Constitutional  Liberty,  live 
only  in  a  storm?  Must  the  People  resolve  their 
Government  back  into  the  original  principles  of 
a  lawless,  wild,  and  savage  liberty,  as  the  only 
way  to  preserve  their  rights?  Where  was  the 
man  who  honestly  thought  so?  As  to  the  Presi- 
dent, he  asked  the  aid  of  no  man,  nor  of  any  po- 
litical body,  to  sustain  him  before  the  American 
People.  Heaven  knew  that  he  had  had  but  lit- 
tle of  such  aid. 

All  that  Mr.  P.  asked,  was,  that  if  these 
questions  between  the  President  and  the  Senate 
must  be  obtruded  upon  that  House,  if  the 
House,  though  unwilling,  must  be  forced  into 
an  issue  upon  them,  let  the  question  be  present- 
ed fairly.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  ad- 
mitted that  his  resolutions  contained  nothing 
but  abstractions  and  truisms,  and  who  wanted 
thousands  of  money,  and  weeks,  perhaps 
months,  of  public  time,  spent  in  the  discus- 
sion of  such  propositions?  They  tended  to  no 
legislation;  their  only  design  appeared  to  be  to 
cast  a  solemn  censure  upon  the  President. 
There  was  not  a  man  upon  earth  who  would 
look  with  more  regret  to  any  course  which  was 
calculated  to  involve  that  House,  in  the  existing 
controversy  between  the  Senate  and  the  Presi- 
dent, than  he  should.  He  considered  it  as  un- 
precedented, inexpedient  and  unjust,  to  both 
the  co-ordinate  branches  of  Government,  that 
that  House  should  undertake  to  pass  votes  in 
praise  or  in  censvre  of  either  of  them.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  had  alluded  to  a  paper 
sent  to  the  Senate,  and  he  spoke  of  it  as  an  ex- 
ecutive document.  This  had  satisfied  Mr.  P. 
that  the  gentleman  must  allude  to  a  protest 
sent  to  the  Senate  by  the  President:  as  the  gen 
tleman  had  been  permitted  thus  to  refer  to  what 
was  passing  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 


ture, Mr.  P.  presumed  he  should  be  indulged 
in  the  same  liberty.  If  he  must  be  compelled 
to  take  sides  in  that  controversy,  he  had  no  dif- 
ficulty in  making  up  his  mind  as  to  where  ke 
should  take  his  stand.  He  had  already  given 
a  vote  which  indicated  this,  and  he  should  stand 
by  it  as  long  as  he  lived.  He  had  seen  nor 
heard  nothing  to  produce  conviction  or  conver- 
sion since  he  had  given  it.  He  remembered 
that  when  a  document  had  been  read  to  the 
House,  purporting  to  be  the  copy  of  a  paper 
read  by  the  President  to  his  cabinet,  it  had  been 
pronounced  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to 
be  outrageous.  It  had  on  that  occasion  been 
contended  by  him  that  the  House  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  paper,  and  that  unless  it  had  been 
sent  there  by  the  President,  the  House  had  no 
more  right  to  discussit,  than  they  had  j,extracts 
from  the  President's  private  accounts.  Had 
this  protest  been  sent  to  the  House  ?  Did  it 
call  for  any  legislative  action  ?  Gentlemen 
must  be  blind  who  could  not  see  that  this  was 
a  contest  with  which  the  House  had  nothing  to 
do.  It  was  a  question  between  the  President 
and  the  Senate,  and,  as  such,  let  it  go  to  the 
people.  The  people  were  just  and  wise  enough 
to  decide  upon  it.  Surely  it  would  be  most 
unjust  that  the  House,  like  the  Senate,  should 
arraign  the  President,  and  try  him  without  no- 
tice. 

Let  gentlemen  look  at  what  the  President 
was  encountering.  He  was  struggling  against 
an  institution  which  would  long  since  have  crush- 
ed any  other  man.  He  was  standing  almost 
singly  against  a  combined  faction,  such  as  the 
world  never  saw,  and  now,  for  mere  party  pur- 
poses, the  House  of  Representatives  were  invi- 
ted to  rush  into  the  arena,  and  join  itself  with 
the  Senate  and  the  bank  in  running  the  Presi- 
dent down.  He  would  have  no  part  nor  lot  in 
such  a  combination.  He  would  not  be  one  of  a 
pack  to  be  hissed  on  by  any  man.  He  would 
"sooner  be  a  dog  and  bay  the  moon."  He  was 
the  representative  of  free  and  independent  citi- 
zens, who  had  sent  him  to  that  House  for  very 
different  objects.  He  had  not  come  there  to 
in  vole  the  House  in  an  angry  controversy  be- 
tween different  departments  of  Government,  or 
to  revolve  the  whole  system  back  into  its  ele- 
ments, so  that  each  individual  might  carve  him- 
self out  someplace  and  distinction  in  the  gene- 
ral confusion. 

Mr.  P.  said,  he  could  not  but  observe  the 
most  extraordinary  latitude  of  debate  which  had 
been  permitted  throughout  the  whole  session. 
He  had  heard  upon  that  floor  language  which 
he  should  have  been  ashamed  to  use.  He  had 
heard  a  man  called  gallant  for  making  a  person- 
al attack  upon  the  President,  the  gentleman 
that  eulogized  him  is  now  in  his  seat,  (Mr. 
Pincknet,  of  S.  C.)  Gentlemen  had  spoken  of 
the  gallant  Randolph.  Mr.  P.  knew  not  how 
gallantry  might  be  estimated  by  that  gentleman, 
but  when  an  individual  had  approached  a  man, 
who  extended  his  hand  to  him  with  a  welcome 
of  a  friend,  and  gave  that  man  a  dagger,  he 
deserved  to  be  called  any  thing  but  gallant. — 


510 


REGISTER  6F  DEBATES. 


SM  C.istS. 


The  assailant  of  a  revolutionary  soldier  deserved 
infamy,  and  not  praise . 

The  CHAIR  here  reminded  Mr.  P.  'that  re- 
ferences of  this  kind  were  not  in  order, 

Mr.  P.  replied  that  he  was  a  very  young-  mem- 
ber; that  he  was  not  well  acquainted  with  the 
rules  of  order,'  but  such  a  wide  range  had  been 
allowed  to  calumny  against  the  President,  he 
might  be  pardoned  for  concluding  that  some  in- 
dulgence would  be  extended  to  his  defenders. 
If  the  House  must  go  into  this  question,  and  de- 
cide it,  Mr,  P.  wanted  to  have  his  resolution 
read;  he  wanted  both  sides  to  be  heard;  he 
wanted  no  special  pleading,  no  unfair  advan- 
tage taken.  If  the  question.was  which  side  the 
House  was  to  take  in  this  dispute,  he  wanted 
the  question  presented  fairly. 

The  resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  P.  were  again 
read  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

Mr.  WISE  now  observed  that  he  should  not 
have  said  a  word  more  in  behalf  of  the  amend- 
ment which  the  gentleman  from  Maine  (Mr. 
Evans)  had  so  kindly  consented  to  adopt;  but 
as  his  friend  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Petton)  for 
he  still  hoped  he  might  call  him  his  friend,  had 
made  some  animadversions  upon  the  course  he 
had  pursued,  he  must  be  allowed  a  few  words 
by  way  of  vindication.      He   could  assure  his 
friend   from   Tennessee,   that  he  was  very  far 
from  having  introduced  these  resolutions  for  the 
purpose  of  producing  excitement.     It  was  true, 
too  true,  that  those  resolutions  had  originally 
been  begotten  by  excitement  in  his  own  mind. 
But  excitement   against  whom?     Against  one 
whom  he  had  from  the  beginning  zealously  sup- 
ported as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency.     He 
had  spoken   for  him,   he  had  written  for  him; 
every  feeling  of  his  heart,  every  prejudice  of  his 
mind,  were  in  favor  of  that  individual.     His  re- 
solutions were  neither  intended  to  produce  ex- 
citement, nor  take  part  between  the  President 
and  the  Senate.  With  any  controversy  between 
them,  Mr.   W.  had  nothing  to  do.     He  could 
appeal  to  God  when  he  declared  that  his  object 
his  only  object,  in  bringing  forward  these  reso- 
lutions was  to  take  that  part  of  the  legitimate 
powers  of  Congress,  to  vindicate  the  rights  of 
the  legislative  body,from  that  destruction  which 
seemed  to  await  every  thing  in  the  struggle  for 
power  between  the  President  and  Senate.     If 
there  was  to  be  a  controversy  between  the  Ex- 
ecutive and  the  Senate,  let  them  fight  it  out  be- 
tween themselves.     Such  a  state  of  things  must 
be  deprecated  by  every  patriot  in  the  land.  Mi-. 
W.  did  not  know  which  of  the  parties  he  should 
prefer. 

If  it  was  in  order  for  him  to  speak  of  the  other 
branch  of  the  legislature,  he  should  say  that  he 
did  not  approve  of  the  Senate's  resolution,  yet, 
on  the  other  hand,  while  the  President  thought 
fit  to  enter  his  protest  against  these  resolutions, 
Mr.  W.  would  not  consent  that  he  should  assert 
his  right,  uncontradicted, to  those  powers  which 
the  Constitution  has  conferred,  not  upon  him, 
but  upon  Congress.  It  was  not  his  design,  as 
hi9  friend  from  Tennessee  seemed  to  suppose, 
to  take  sides  with  the  Senate  against  the  Presi 


either  of  the  parties  in  that  House.    He  claimed 
the  glorious  privilege  to  be  independent  of  both. 
Whom  was  he  to  favor?     The  advocates  of  con- 
solidation, on  the  one  side,  or  the  advocates  of 
the   opposite  extreme  on  the  other?     No:  he 
stood  between  the  fires:  he  was  in  favor  of  nei- 
ther.    Nor  was  it  pleasant  to  him  to  become  in 
any  sense  the  instrument  of  casting  censure  up- 
on the  Executive.     Would  that  he  could  have 
gone  home  to  his  constituents,  and  carried  with 
him  a  shadow  of  excuse  for  the  President  a- 
gainst  the  accusation  of  his  enemies.     The  re- 
moval of  the  deposites  he  had  never  considered 
as  an  usurpation  of  power,  although  it  was  cer- 
tainly an  abuse  of  power.     But  now  he  was  left 
no  ground  of  defence  upon   which  he   could 
stand.     He  had  heard  interpretations  put  on  the 
President's  conduct,  as  involving  a  claim  to  ab- 
solute control  over  the  public  moneys,  but  he 
had  always  repelled  it  until  now,  when  the  Pre- 
sident  himself  had  avowed  the  very  thing  with 
which  he  had  been  charged.     What  was  now 
left  for  his  friends  to  do?     Still  to  defend?  Still 
to  apologize,  against  light,    against  the  Presi- 
dent's own  principles,  against  his  own  declara- 
tions?    He  would  return  the  declaration  of  his 
friend  from   Tennessee,  and  say  to  him,  that, 
sooner  than  do  this,  he  would  be  a  dog,  and  bay 
the  moon.     Too  true  it  was,  that,  after  some  of 
the  President's  friends  had  strenuously  denied 
and  resisted  a  construction  put  upon  the  Presi- 
dent's words  by  those  who  were  opposed  to 
him,  no  sooner  did  the  President  come  out  and 
expressly   avow   that  very  construction,  than 
those  same   friends  immediately  turned  about 
and  justified  it.     This  was  the  truth.     He  an- 
nounced it  in  the  face  of  the  whole  nation,  and 
a  lamentable  truth  it  was. 

Mr.  W.  was  now  told  that  the  President  had 
recanted  his  former  position  ,  and  quite  explain- 
ed away  the  claim  he  had  advanced.  It  might 
be  so;  but,  after  the  words  he  had  employed, 
admitting  them  to  have  been  loosely  used,  it 
was  time  that  the  Legislature  should  speak  out 
plainly  and  firmly. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  9aid  that 
the  President's  protest  had  never  been  commu- 
nicated officially  to  that  House,  and  quoted  Mr- 
W's  remarks,  when  another  paper  of  the  Presi- 
dent's,  purporting  to   be   an  argument  read  to 
hi3  cabinet,  had  been  read  in  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives.    It  was  true  that  Mr.  W.  had  ob- 
jected to   it,    but   the  case  was  not  in  point. 
That  paper  was  of  a  private  character.     It  had 
been  read  in  his  own  council  chamber,  an  I  ad- 
dressed  to   the   cabinent,   but  the  protest  had 
been  addressed   to  a    branch  of  Congress,  and 
read  in  open  Senate;  it  did,  therefore,  belong  to 
the  House,  though  not  addressed  to  it;  and  the 
doctrines   it  contained  did   intimately  concern 
every  member  of  Congress.     Mr.  W.  however, 
had  not  referred  in  his  resolutions  to  any  docu- 
ment of  any  kind.     He  had    merely  laid  down 
certain  abstract  po-itions;  positions  which  were 
admitted  to  be  so  true  that  they  had  been  called 
truisms.     Now,    if  the  doctrines    which   these 
resolutions  went  to  deny  were  not  contained  in 


dent,  much  less  had  it  been  his  purpose  to  favor  '  the  President's  protest,  nor  advanced  by  him, 
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and  the  resolutions  were  admitted  to  be  true, 
what  objection  could  gentlemen  have  to  adopt- 
ing them?  Had  things  really  come  to  that  pass, 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  were  afraid  to  adopt  a  set  of  resolutions 
declaring  the  first  and  simplest  principles  of 
their  own  Government,  lest,  forsooth,  they 
might  possibly  be  thereby  casting  some  censure 
on  the  President  of  the  United  States?  He 
had  always  thought  that  it  was  the  duty  of  tliat 
House  to  maintain  a  watchful  jealousy,  and 
strictly  to  maintain  its  own  constitutional  pow- 
ers. 

Mr.  W.  said,  he  was  fully  aware  of  the  diffi- 
cult and  delicate  situation  in  which  be  was  plac- 
ed. He  could  not  but  regret  to  find  himself 
separated  from  his  friend  from  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
Pbtton.)  That  gentleman  knew  him  too  well 
not  to  be  satisfied  that  he  was  in  favor  of  no 
political  party  now  opposing  the  President.  If 
he  knew  any  thing  of  his  own  motives,  he  must 
be  permitted  to  say,  and  in  this  case  he  could 
say  it  with  truth,  that  they  were  of  the  very 
highest  character.  He  had,  though  reluctantly, 
renounced  his  party  attachments  to  the  Presi- 
dent, but  he  went  with  no  Darty  of  his  oppo- 
sers.  Weak  or  strong,  whether  he  was,  or  was 
not,  worth  having,  he  could  .say  this,  that  no 
man  of  those  who  seemed  to  be  prominent  can- 
didates for  the  presidential  chair,  was,  in  his 
opinion,  worthy  of  the  trust.  In  thus  leaving, 
and,  as  he  supposed,  forever,  the  friends  with 
whom  he  had  hitherto  acted,  he  Acted  from  no 
view  of  producing  excitement,  or  of  favoring 
their  opponents.  He  did  it  with  the  deepest 
and  most  sincere  regret.  He  had  been  a  zea- 
lous supporter  of  the  President,  and  he  might, 
therefore,  claim  the  better  right  to  differ  from 
him  whenever  he  attempted  to  usurp  the  pow- 
ers which  belonged  to  the  other  department  of 
the  Government.  It  was  a  trite  remark,  and 
but  too  true,that  the  assertion  of  a  claim  to  pow- 
er not  possessed,  was,  in  general,  quickly  fol- 
lowed by  an  attempt  to  exercise  it.  Yet  still 
hoping  that  the  President's  administration  might 
prove  what  he  had  ever  wished  it  to  be,  pros- 
perous, glorious,  and  happy,  he  would  still 
believe  that  the  President  had  never  intended 
to  advance  such  a  claim  as  his  words  conveyed, 
and  that  the  recent  measure  was  rather  that  of 
his  friends  than  his  own.  Yet  there  stood  the 
words,  and  he  would  submit  it  to  any  twelve 
men,  whether  language  could  be  plainer,  or 
more  distinctly  avow  a  claim  to  power.  It  was 
there  expressly  said,  that  the  custody  and  con- 
trol of  the  public  money  belonged  of  right  to  the 
Executive  Department,  and  that  it  would  be 
usurpation  in  Congress  to  attempt  to  take  it  out 
of  the  hands  of  that  department.  For  illustra- 
tion sake,  Mr.  W.  would  put  this  case  to  the 
House:  Suppose  Congress  were  to  abolish,  for 
a  time,  the  offices  of  Treasurer  aud  Comptrol- 
ler, and  the  whole  Treasury  Department;  they 
must  have,  of  course ,  some  other  agents  ap- 
pointed to  succeed  those  officers.  In  the  inter- 
val, before  the  appointment  of  a  successor,  to 
whom  would  the  custody  of  the  public  money 
rewt?  Would  any  gentleman  say,  to  the  Exe- 


cutive? It  must, if  the  custody  belonged  of  right 
to  him;  but  Mr.  W.  contended  that  it  would 
revert  to  Congress.  Nay,  he  went  further:  if 
they  should  grow  distrustful  of  the  Treasurer, 
and  could  get  two-thirds  of  both  Houses,  they 
might  take  the  money  out  of  the  Treasury,and 
pour  it  down  at  the  feet  of  the  Clerk  of  that 
House,  and  order  him  to  take  care  of  it.  Wa» 
the  Clerk  an  Executive  officer?  And  could  the 
President,  in  such  a  case,  come  there  and  de- 
mand the  money?  The  doctrine  of  the  Protest 
went  that  length.  It  was  certainly  true,  that 
if  the  House,  by  its  own  act,  constituted  the 
officer  who  was  to  have  the  custody  of  the  pub- 
lic money  an  Executive  officer,  the  President 
would  have  authority  both  to  appoint  and  dis- 
miss him.  But  might  not  the  House  create  an 
officer  of  its  own,  and  invest  the  officer  with 
the  custody  and  control  of  the  public  funds? 
Aud  could  the  President  control  such  an  officer? 
Such  was  the  issue  joined  with  the  Protest.  If 
the  President,  however,  did  not  intend  to  take 
this  ground,  he  should  rejoice.  Yet,  lest  it 
might  be  his  meaning,  as  it  certainly  was  his  lan- 
guage, Mr.  W.  deemed  it  his  duty  to  offer  these 
resolutions;  they  guarded  against  a  danger 
which  he  had  never  so  much  as  dreamed  of  till 
the  Protest  was  actually  offered,  and  he  had 
seen  what  it  contained;  but,  when  he  had  seen 
it  with  his  own  eyes,  he  could  be  no  longer  in 
doubt.  Mr.  W.  here  quoted  the  Protest. — 
When  language  was  so  strong  as  this,  were  they 
to  have  it  spliced  up  with  a  salvo,  and  be  told 
that  it  meant  nothing? 

Mr.  W.  believed  the  President  to  be  as  hon- 
est si  man  as  God  ever  made ,  and  he  would  still 
trust  him  personally  with  his  own  liberty  or  life, 
as  far  as  he  would  trust  any  man  ,  though  he 
would  trust  none,  but  he  feared  it  was  too  true, 
that  there  were  those  who  had  access  to  his 
councils,  who  were  not  to  be  trusted.  It  was  also 
true,  he  carried  upon  his  body  the  honorable 
scars  which  he  had  received  in  his  country's 
service.  Mr.  W.  revered  the  man.  It  had 
long  been  the  habit  of  his  mind  to  revere  him, 
and  from  almost  his  boyhood  he  had  sustained 
him.  But  if  Washington  himself  had  come 
from  the  grave,  and  claimed  as  his  prerogative 
the  control  of  the  public  money,  Mr.  W.  would 
have  said  to  him,  power,  power,  has  seduced 
even  you.  Mr.  W.  had  never  believed  that  An- 
drew Jackson  was  inclined  to  usurp  power,  un- 
til he  had  entered  the  capitol  on  last  Friday 
morning,  and  discovered  what  sort  of  a  paper 
had  been  presented  to  the  Senate,  and  he  now 
appealed  to  those  around  him  to  say,  what  wise 
man  of  that  House,  what  political  leader,  what 
experienced  tactician,  had  put  it  into  the  mind 
of  this  youthful  boy  to  offer  such  a  resolution. 
Not  one  of  them  could  answer  in  the  affirma- 
tive .  It  there  »vas  any  credit  or  discredit  in  the 
resolutions,  they  belonged  to  him  alone.  Yet 
although  this  claim  of  power  on  the  part  of  the 
President  had  compelled  him  to  separate,  and, 
he  supposed,  finally  to  separate,  from  many  of 
tkose  friends  with  whom  he  had  hitherto  acted, 
yet  under  no  circumstances  did  be  contemplate 
any  thing  like  a  revolutionary  struggle.    Never 
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till  things  came  to  the  very  worst — not  till  he 
felt  the  manacles  upon  his  hands,  would  he  re- 
sort to  that  last  resort  of  liberty.  He  would 
continue  to  hope  against  hope;  nor  did  he  doubt 
or  fear  the  final  issue.  There  was  a  redeeming 
spirit  in  the  Constitution  which  would  "re- 
main unhurt  in  the  midst  of  the  conflagration!" 
After  some  questions  of  order ,  the  memorial 
offered  by  Mr.  Evans,  together  with  the  in- 
structions appended  thereto,  as  well  as  the  re- 
solutions offered  by  Mr.  Peyton  as  a  substitute, 
were  all  laid  upon  the  table  by  a  vote  taken  by 
Yeas  and  Nays,  in  which  the  Yeas  were  107,  and 
the  Nays  91. 

SENATE. 

Tuesday,  April  22d,  1834 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  statements  in  regard  to  the  foreign  com- 
merce of  the  United  States;  ordered  that  1,500 
copies  be  printed. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  had  the  honor,  not 
long  ago,  to  present  a  memorial  from  the  citi- 
zens of  Albany,  in  respect  to  the  late  measures 
of  the  administration,  and  he  had  then  remarked 
that  he  was  authorized  to  say  that  the  number  of 
signers  were  about  2,800  qualified  voters,  who 
enjoyed  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the  city  of 
Albany.  He  afterwards  saw,  in  the  the  public 
papers,  statements  that  there  had  been  a  mis- 
take or  misinformation,  as  to  the  number  of 
signers  to  that  memorial ;  and  the  Senator  from 
New  York  had  taken  some  notice  of  it,  with 
great  propriety,  although  he  must  have  been 
aware,  from  the  circumstances,  that  there  was 
some  mistake,  when  a  number  so  large  as  2,800 
had  been  reduced  down  to  1,400  or  1,500.  In- 
quiry had  been  made  on  the  subject,  and  it  was 
found,  that  one  of  the  rolls  containing  the 
names  had  been  left  out.  It  had  come  now 
with  the  date  attached,  under  due  form  of  law, 
and  adding  these  names  to  the  others  would 
make  the  number  which  had  been  specified;  and 
if  more  names  would  give  gentlemen  any  grati- 
fication, nothing  was  more  easy  than  to  obtain 
them. 

In  one  of  the  glowing  speeches  of  Mr.  Burke, 
in  regard  to  the  people  of  the  Uajfced  States, 
when  speaking  of  the  unexampled  rapidity  of 
their  growth,  he  said  it  was  hardly  necessa- 
ry to  give  an  accurate  estimation  of  their  num- 
ber; assume  what  number  he  pleased,  before  he 
could  get  through  with  the  reckoning,  the  actual 
number  would  equal  it.  Mr.  W.  thought  it  was 
so  with  memorialists;  assume  what  number  they 
might,  before  the  subject  had  undergone  de- 
bate, in  all  probability  the  actual  number  would 
reach  it. 

He  had  also  been  requested  to  present  to  the 
Senate,  a  memorial  from  the  farmers,  mechanics, 
manufacturers,  and  tradesmen,  of  the  town  of 
Adams,  county  of  Berkshire,  Massachusetts,  the 
tone  of  which  was  like  that  of  others  which  had 
been  presented.  They  were  engaged  in  manu- 
factures, and  had  1,200  or  1,500  hands  engaged 
in  these  employments,  on  which  their  families 
were  dependent;  but  they  had  been  obliged  to 


stop  several  establishments;  they  found  the  Ex- 
ecutive measures  extremely  oppressive  and  ru- 
inous; and  they  said  to  Congress,  let  one  word 
be  said,  and  one  act  be  done  by  you,  and  all 
will  be  well;  you  will  rescue  public  credit  and 
the  country.  Mr.  W.  would  add  as  they  might 
have  added,  that  Congress  would  thus  rescue 
the  Constitution  and  the  laws.  He  asked  that 
this  list  of  names  .might  be  added  to  the  other 
on  the  memorial  from  Albany;  it  was  ordered, 
and  the  names  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BIBB  said  he  would  present  to  the  Senate 
the  resolutions  of  a  very  respectable  meeting  of 
citizens  of  Hopkinsville,  Kentucky.  They  me- 
morialized Congress  against  the  breach  of  the 
national  faith  in  removing  the  deposites,  and 
against  the  assumption  or  power  by  the  Presi- 
dent, in  so  doing;  and  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
pairing the  breach,  they  asked  the  restoration  of 
the  public  money  to  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States . 
He  moved  that  the  resolutions  be  read,  printed, 
and  referred;  and  it  was  ordered. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  the  petition  of 
Lewis  and  others,  the  representatives  of  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five  unfortunate  Poles,  praying  a 
grant  of  land  from  Congress.  Who  these  Poles 
were,  Mr.  C.  said  the  petition  itself  would  tell. 
It  was  sufficient  for  him  to  say,  that  they  were 
the  remnant  of  that  patriotic  and  gallant  band, 
who  were  engaged  in  the  late  disastrous  strug- 
gle of  that  country,  and  they  were  the  very 
first  in  that  struggle  for  liberty.  He  moved  that 
it  be  read,  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Lands,  and  it  was  ordered  ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr.  MANGUM  presented  a  memorial,  and 
a  seiies  of  resolutions  of  the  citizens  of  Helena, 
North  Carolina,  praying  the  restoration  of  the 
deposites,  and  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  He  moved  that 
they  be  read,  printed,  and  referred;  which  was 
ordered. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSENsaid,  he  had  been 
requested  to  present  to  the  Senate  a  certified 
copy  of  certain  resolutions  and  a  memorial 
adopted,  by  the  friends  of  the  present  adminis- 
tration, at  a  county  meeting,  held  at  Somer- 
ville,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  by  citizens  of 
that  county,  in  New  Jersey. 

I  take  pleasure,  said  Mr.  F.,  in  assuring  the 
Senate  of  the  respectability  of  the  gentlemen 
who  conducted  this  meeting,  and  that  their 
opinions  are  entitled  to  receive  from  me  and 
this  body,  respectful  consideration.  It  is  with 
satisfaction,  and  some  consolation,  too ,  that  I 
find  these  proceedings  conveyed  in  decorous 
and  dignified  language,  and  wanting  altogether 
the  harsh  and  occasional  personal  severity  that 
has  at  some  times  assailed  my  honorable  col- 
league and  myself.  While  I  say  this,  howev- 
er, sir,  I  am  constrained  to  dissent  from  the 
opinions  of  these,  my  respectable  constituents. 
I  especially  advert  to  the  fifth  resolution, 
wherein,  speaking  of  the  late  instructions  of 
the  Legislature,  they  resolve  in  the  following 
terms:  "We  believe  they  expressed  the  sentij 
incuts  of  the  State — we  know  they  gave  the 
voice  of  the  county  of  Somerset."     Mr.  Presi- 
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dent,  this  matter  of  belief  and  knowledge  is  a 
voluntary  exercise;  it  cannot  be  forced;  and  as 
this  meeting  has  not  instructed  me  to  believe 
with  them,  I  shall  certainly  continue  to  think 
according  to  my  own  lights,  and  the  conclu- 
sions of  my  own  mind. 

Now  I  do  not  believe,  either  in  the  majority 
of  the  State,  and  I  certainly  cannot  know,  and 
do  not  believe,  the  alleged  state  of  public  sen- 
timent in  the  county  of  Somerset.  This  an- 
cient, honored  county,  sustain  the  encroach- 
ments of  arbitrary  power!  If  I  were  to  select  a 
district  in  the  State,  w  here  the  pure,  pervading, 
uncompromising,  whig  principles  of  the  revolu- 
tion prevailed,  it  would  be  the  good  old  county 
of  Somerset.  Sir,  it  has  been  true  to  these 
principles  from  its  earliest  history.  The  first 
war  note  that  ever  disturbed  the  tranquillity  of 
its  valleys,  was  in  that  eventful  hour  when  re- 
sistance to  arbitrary  power  was  resolved.  Yes, 
sir,  it  was  against  its  encroachments  that  our 
fathers  buckled  on  their  armor — and  the  plains 
of  Monmouth,  Trenton,  and  Princeton,  still 
hold  a  language  that  lias  lost  none  of  its  energy 
by  time,  but  will,  when  needs  be,  warm  every 
patriot  bosom  into  enthusiasm. 

Sir,  the  true  issue  was  not  yet  formed  at  the 
date  of  this  meeting.  The  bank  is  certainly 
denounced  for  sufficient  variety  of  charges  and 
misconduct,  in  the  resolutions  and  memorial 
before  us,  but  the  great  question  of  power,  on 
the  one  hand,  and  the  majesty  and  dominion  of 
our  laws  on  the  other,  was  not  then  raised.  But 
I  rejoice  to  know  that  the  people  are  now 
coming1  up  to  the  case,  with  the  spirit  and  so- 
lemnity becoming  enlightened  freemen,  jealous 
ef  their  liberties. 

In  proof  of  this,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the 
resolutions  and  memorial  of  a  public  meeting 
held  at  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  composed  of 
many  respectable  citizens  of  that  borough,  and 
of  the  adjoining  townships  of  Montgomery,  in 
Somerset  and  West  Windsor,  in  Middlesex 
counties.  The  memorial  is  signed  by  more  than 
two  hundred  citizens.  I  also  offer  a  memorial 
of  more  than  eleven  hundred  subscribers  :  far- 
mers, mechanics,  merchants,  and  citizens  of 
the  county  of  Middlesex  and  city  of  New  Bruns- 
wick. These  respective  memorials,  with  like 
justice  and  truth,  complain  of  the  general  in- 
terruption of  commerce  and  business,  induced 
by  unlawful  and  unconstitutional  executive  in- 


terference. They  tr^ce  all  the  difficulties  an. I 
embarrassments  of  the  country  to  this  cause. 
And  who  could  be  so  blind  as  not  to  expect 
just  such  consequences  ?  Sir,  they  complain 
of  the  hostile  proceedings  of  the  administration 
towards  the  United  States  Bank,  as  uncalled 
for  by  any  part  of  its  conduct,  as  a  measure  vin- 
dictive in  appearance,  altogether  devoid  of 
sound  policy,  and  destructive  of  the  public  wel- 
fare. 

Thus  far,  then,  sir,  have  my  colleague  and 
myself  been  sustained  in  our  reference  to  the 
people  of  New  Jersey.  We  have  put  the  mat- 
ter fairly  and  fearlessly  before  them.  We  have 
no  anxieties  about  the  issue.  I  believe,  sir, 
that  an  inquisition  is  going  forward,  that  will 
make  the  very  pill «rs  of  power  tremble.  1 
make,  sir,  the  usual  motion,  that  the  memoii- 
als  and  resolutions  be  read  and  printed,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  remarked:  On  two  of  the 
memorials  just  read  to  the  Senate,  I  do  not  feed 
disposed  to  make  a  single  remark;  my  colleague 
has  correctly  represented  them  and  the  memo 
rialists.  Bu*  as  I  also  received  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings  and  memorial  s  gm  d  by  ihe  Secre- 
tary of  one  of  the  meetings,  with  a  request  that 
I  would  present  them  to  the  Senate,  I  feel  it  to 
be  my  duty  to  add  something  n  relation  to 
them.  I  mean  those  which  come  from  the  cour- 
ty  of  Somerset,  and  whio  arc-  so  strongly  op- 
posed to  the  views  which  I  entertain  on  the 
great  questions  which  have  agitated  the  nation. 

That  county  is  also  my  birth  place,  and  dear 
to  me  as  the  memory  of  youth  and  the  sympa- 
thies of  blood  and  kindred  i  an  make  it.  And, 
first,  I  beg  to  assure  the  Senate,  that  the  me- 
morialists are  persons  of  high  respectability — 
worthy  not  only  of  my  own  respect,  but  that  of 
the  bodies  to  which  they  have  addressed  their 
memorial.  The  meeting  is  said,  in  the  paper, 
to  have  been  large;  but  on  this  point  I  am  not 
advised  by  them.  Their  numbers  I  have  no 
means  of  ascertaining.  1  spetk  only  of  the 
characters  of  thoe  few  whom  1  kilo*'  to  have 
been  present;  »nd  of  others,  whose  presence  1 
infer  from  their  well  known  political  partiali- 
ties. 

I  can  have  no  dispute  with  the  memorialists 
upon  any  political  or  party  prejudices  or  opi- 
nions which  they  may  entertain.  Justly  enti- 
tled to  enjoy  and   express   their  opinions   and 
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feelngs,  like  other  citizens,  it  is  not  my  duty  to 
quarrel  with,  but  to  respect  them,  so  far  as  may 
be  in  my  power  ;  but  I  ask  from  them  the  en- 
joyment of  the  same  rights  for  myself. 

As  I  cannot  concur  with  them  in  some  of  the 
facts  on  which  they  seem  to  rely;  nor  in  some 
of  the  conclusions  which  they  have  drawn;  I  beg- 
to  notice  two  or  three  of  them.  I  still  entertain 
the  hope,  that  even  these  memorialists,  when 
fuller  views  shall  be  taken  of  this  subject,  and 
the  lights  of  experience  shall  have  had  time  to 
operate,  will  yet  hesitate  in  their  approbation 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Executive,  and  will  come 
to  the  relief  of  the  Constitution  and  laws. 

I  concur  with  my  colleague,  that  the  true 
and  mot^t  important  question  has  not  been  met 
by  them  as  fully  as  I  could  desire. 

They  resolve,  that  the  misconduct  of  the  bank 
justified  the  Executive.  But,  if  we  admit  that 
the  bank  has  been  guilty  of  misconduct — has 
been  criminal;  does  it  follow  that  the  Executive 
has  a  right  to  punish  it?  and  without  trial?  Does 
its  criminality  justify  the  President  in  pronounc- 
ing sentence  and  executing  judgment  upon  it? 
Hag  he  any  authority  to  do  this,  except  in  the 
forms  of  law?  Must  not  the  accused  be  heard 
and  tried  and  sentenced?  Can  tbe  sheriff  or 
other  executive  officer  execute  his  own  views 
against  the  violators  of  law?  This  is  not  my  un- 
derstanding of  legalized  liberty:  nor  my  belief 
of  the  legal  and  moral  principles  of  the  county 
of  Somerset.  If  I  should  admit,  that  the  bank 
has  been  as  criminal  as  is  alleged,  it  does  not 
seem  to  me  to  follow,  that  the  President  had  a 
right,  by  way  of  punishment,  and  on  his  own 
motion,  to  withdraw  the  deposites.  This  is,  to 
my  mind,  the  more  clear,  because  the  law — and 
surely  the  President  is  not  above  the  law — the 
law  has  expressly  provided,  that,  if  the  bank 
violate  its  charter,  it  shall  be  tried  by  court  and 
jury.  And  even  the  President  admits,  that,  if 
he  had  had  time,  he  should  have  taken  that 
course.  Now,  the  least  intelligent  know,  that 
this  want  of  time,^either  in  point  of  fact  or  of 
principle,  can  furnish  no  apology.  I  could  de- 
sire that  this  portion  of  my  constituents  would 
review  this  position  which  they  have  assumed. 

They  may  be  the  more  disposed  to  do  this, 
perhaps,  when  they  learn  their  political  friends 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  have  not 
been  able  to  bring  themselves  up  to  an  af- 
firmance of  the  Secretary's  reasons  for  the 
removal.  The  question,  though  directly  present- 
ed, in  various  ways,  has  been  thus  far  skillfully 
evaded.  Now,  if  a  majority  believed  that  the 
reasons  were  sufficient,  would  they  not  have 
been  willing  to  say  so?  Would  they  not  have 
given  a  prompt  and  cheerful  support  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive and  the  Secretary?  Would  they  have 
satisfied  themselves  with  declaring  that  the  de- 
posites ought  not  to  be  restored?     This  may,  in 


to  a  very  large  amount;  the  attitude  of  hostility 
which  it  has  assumed  towards  the  local  banks; 
and  the  concerted  efforts  which  have  been  made, 
by  its  pensioned  presses  and  hired  retainers,  to 
excite  a  general  panic  through  the  country,  are 
the  chief  causes  of  the  present  embarrassments; 
and  that  they  are  purposely  kept  up,  to  distress 
the  community,  in  the  hope  thereby  of  coercing 
a  renewal  of  the  charter. 

What  is   meant  by  these  extensions  and  cur- 
tailments of  the  bank?     Those  words  have  defi- 
nite meanings.     The  extension  of  the  business 
and  accommodations  of  a  bank,  to   be  improper, 
unwarrantable,  criminal,  or   culpable,   must  be 
Beyond  its   means ,  and  beyond  the  real  and  just 
wants  of  the  community,  in  the  transaction  of  its 
fair  and  necessary  business.     Have  the  exten- 
sions of  the  bank  gone  beyond  either  of  these? 
Has  any  evidence  been  afforded  that  it  has  ex- 
ceeded its  proper,  active  means  of  discounting 
and  accommodation^     I  do  not  ask  what  it  may 
have  done  some  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago,  but  re- 
cently; at  the  time  when  the  President  and  Se- 
cretary made  the  charge  ;    or  even   now,   when 
these  memorials  affirm  their  belief  of  it ;  nor  do  I 
ask  for  allegations  and   strong  charges  on  this 
point.     They  are  easily  made,  but  are  not  the 
best  evidence  of  truth,  nor  the  best  guide  for  the 
formation  of  opinions.     Sir,  no   proof  has  been 
afforded,  so  far  as  I  have  seen  ;  none  can,  as  I 
believe,  be  afforded.     The  condition  of  the  bank, 
for   several    years    past;  its   condition   now,  as 
known  to  all,  disproves  it.     It  has  at   no  time, 
within  the  last  eight  or  ten  years,  gone  beyond 
its  ability — beyond  its  means.    It  has  been  safe  : 
it  is  so  now.     1  speak  from  the  documents,  and 
call  for  contradiction.     Well,  then,  has  it  gone 
beyond  the   wants   of  the  community?     Here, 
again,  I  ask   for    proof,  not  allegation.     When 
was  it  that  the  real  wants  and  interests  of  the 
community  did  not  require  the  full  extent  of  the 
accommodations,  of  all  kinds,  which  the  bank 
has  afforded?    Let  the  period  be  pointed  out,  and 
the  evidence  given,  of  its  improper  conduct  in 
this  respect.     They  who  have  competent  know- 
ledge of  the  past  history  of  the  country,  and  of 
its  commercial  and  other  interests,  will  not  hesi- 
tate to  affirm,  that,  in  this  regard,  it  is  guiltless. 
Let  those  who  accuse  it,  bring  themselves  to  the 
proof;  and,   if  my  constituents  have  that  proof, 
I  regret  that  they  have  not  furnished  it  to  ine, 
for  my  information  and  guidance.     If,  then,  the 
bank  has  not  extended  its  business  beyond  its 
means,  or  the  wants  of  the  community,  where  is 
the  evidence  that  its   extensions  were  corrupt ; 
or  that  it  was  governed,  in  making  them,  by  elec- 
tioneering or  other  corrupt  motives?     As  to  its 
curtailments,  to  be  criminal  they  must  be  unne. 
cessary;  and  they  must  be  compulsory,  involun- 
tary,  as  to   its  debtors.     The  meaning  «f  the 
term  implies,  that  the  bank  has  called  in,  from 


the  estimation  of  many,  be  true,  although  they  jits  debtors,  a  larger  amount  of  their  accommoda- 
express  strong  condemnation  of  the  removal,  tions  and  loans  than  the  debtors  were  willing  to 
Silence,  absence  of  approval,   under  all  the  cir-  pay,  and  larger  than  its  own  situation  rendered 


cumstances,  must  be  regarded  as  condemnation 
These  memorialists  further  express  their  opin- 
ion, that  the  unwarrantable  course  of  the  bank, 
in  first  extending  and  then  curtailing  discounts, 


necessary.  A  voluntary  payment  of  a  note  or 
bill,  at  maturity,  and  when  the  debtor  does  not 
wish  to  renew  it,  is  no  curtailment.  It  is  no  con- 
traction of  the  business  of  tthe  bank,  of  which 
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any  one  can  properly  complain.  It  is  not  an  act 
which  can  be  charged  as  an  oppression  or  pres- 
sure upon  any  one.  It  can,  by  no  possibility, 
create  difficulty  in  the  business  of  the  communi- 
ty. It  can,  by  no  exercise  of  ordinary  fairness, 
be  attributed  to  corrupt  motive.  It  is  the  ordina- 
ry and  daily  operation  of  every  bank. 

Now  I  ask  for  the  proof  that  the  bank  cur- 
tailed, within  the  period  to  which  the  Secre- 
tary alluded,  and  to  which  the  memorials  refer 
as  justifying1  the  Secretary — I  mean  the  period 
previous  to  the  1st  of  October  last?  I  know 
that  the  Secretary  affirms  it,  and  I  perceive  that 
the  memorialists  believe  it;  but,  if  they  relied 
on  his  assertion ,  I  am  convinced  that  he  has 
mis'ed  them.  Before  that  period,  (the  1st  Oc- 
tober,) and  within  the  titie  to  which  lie  refers, 
and  on  which  he  rests  his  allegation,  we  are  as- 
sured by  an  official  statement,  taken  from  the 
records  of  the  bank,  that  there  had  been  ho 
curtailment;  and  the  evidence  is  furnished  in 
the  clearest  manner.  Previous  to  that  date, 
no  order  to  curtail  or  to  draw  in  their  means 
had  been  given — no  act  of  that  kind  had  been 
done;  and,  if  this  be  so,  how  can  the  Secretary 
be  justified  in  his  statements,  and  in  inducing 
the  memorialists  and  others  to  believe  the  bank 
guilty  in  this  respect?  The  public  who  err  in 
relation  to  facts,  are  not  to  be  censured  if  they 
have  not  the  documents  before  them:  the  fault 
lies  on  the  person  who  leads  them  into  error.  It 
is  very  apparent  why  the  statement  was  made. 
The  Secretary  saw ,  by  the  reports  from  the 
bank,  that  it  had  out,  in  discounts  and  accomo- 
dations, between  three  and  four  millions  less  in 
the  fall  than  in  the  spring  of   1833.     He  did 


endorsers  did  not  require  a  renewal.  If  the  Se- 
cretary had  compared  '33  with  other  years, 
especially  with  '27,  '29,  '32,  he  might  have 
found  an  explanation  <>f  the  fact  without  dis- 
covering in  it  ground  for  condemning  the  bank, 
or  for  his  hasty,  ill-advised,  illegal  removal  of 
the  public  money  from  the  bank. 

You  perceive  then,  sir,  that  I  do  not  concur 
with  this  portion  of  my  constituents,  in  believing 
that  the  extensions  and  curtailments  of  the  bank 
afford  a  justification  for  the  conduct  of  the  Exec- 
utive. 

The  memorialists  are  also  of  opinion  that  the 
bank  has  assumed  a  hostile  attitude  towards  the 
State  banks.  This  may  be  so,  but  I  have  not 
been  furnished  with  the  evidence  which  has  sat- 
isfied this  part  of  my  constituents,  and  should 
like  to  see  a  specification  of  the  facts,  with  times 
and  places.  We  have,  it  is  quite  true,  bad  such 
allegations  from  agents  and  partisans,  which  have 
been  credited,  but  we  have  no  facts.  When  and 
where  was  this  hostile  attitude  assumed  ?  What 
has  been  done  by  the  bank  to  evince  it?  What 
the  results  ■  What  complaints  have  the  State 
banks  made  of  this  hostility,  or  of  its  consequen- 
ces? I  believe  they  have  made  none.  1  believe 
that  they  generally  entertain  a  very  different 
opinion,  and  consider  the  action  of  the  bank  as 
just  and  liberal ;  and  they  are  quite  as  competent 
to  guard  themselves,  to  see  their  own  interests, 
and  to  protect  them,  as  those  who  have  kindly 
volunteered  their  guardianship.  1  want  proofs 
of  this  hostility.  I  wish  evidence  of  complaints 
by  the  State  banks,  and  of  injuries  received  by 
them,  before  I  condemn.  Mere  allegation  is  not 
sufficient  for  me,  nor  can  I  credit  the  assertion 


not  stop,  he  did  not  take  time,  to  inquire  how  j0f  any  one,  in  or  out  of  office,  that  the  bank  has 
this  happened.  It  was  a  fact  suited  to  his  use —  been  guilty  on  this  point,  unless  he  will  favor 
its  explanation  seems  to  have  been  regarded  as  me  with  evidence  on  which  his  assertions  are 
of    little   value.       If    he   had      inquired,    he  j  grounded.     You  will  perceive,  therefore,  sir,  that 


would  have  found  the  reason  to  be,  that  the 
debtors  of  the  bank  had  paid  notes  and  bills  of 
exchange,  &c.  to  that  or  nearly  that  amount; 
paid  them  voluntarily,  at  maturity,  and  without 
compulsion,  and  therefore,  that  there  was  no 
criminal  curtailment.  If  he  had  taken  the  time 
and  trouble,  he  would  have  found  the  same 
fact  also  existing  in  previous  years,  within  the 
same  periods,  and  when  there  was  no  pretence 
of  misconduct  in  the  curtailments  of  the  bank. 
It  was  the  ordinary  and  common  course  of  busi- 
ness at  that  season  of  the  year.  Thus  throw- 
ing aside  fractions,  there  was,  what  is  impro- 
perly called  a  curtailment — 
In   1823, 

1824, 

1825, 

1826, 

1827, 

1828, 

1829, 

1830, 

1832, 

1833, 


I  do  not  concur  with  the  memorialists  in  this  fact, 
and  am  quite  willing  to  bring  the  difference  be- 
tween us  to  the  test  of  public  documents — to 
the  trial  by  evidence. 

As  to  the  "pensioned  presses  and  hired  retai- 
ners," who  have  by  concerted  efforts,  excited  the 
panic  throughost  the  country,  I  must  leave  them 
to  the  belief  of  the  memorialists.  I  know  not 
which  or  whom  they  mean.  Is  it  so,  that  the 
bank  has  pensioned  those  presses  who  have  de- 
fended it  from  the  attack  of  the  Executive?  If 
so,  it  has  had  full  employment,  and  must  have 
expended  no  small  portion  of  its  mean*.  Seve- 
ral hundred  presses,  in  all  parts  of  tiwi  nation, 
can  be  pensioned  by  no  trifling  sum;  or  have 
only  a  few  been  pensioned,  and  have  all  the  others 
been  deluded  into  the  support  of  the  same  views? 
If  there  be  many  of  them,  it  is  not  very  clever  in 
these  memorialists  thus  to  accuse  their  friends, 
who  investigated  the  concerns  of  the  bank,  of 
neglect  in  not  discovering  these  pensioned  press- 
es and  publishing  them  to  the  world.  I  believe 
they  did  not  pretend  to  have  discovered  more 
than  two  or  three,  or  perhaps  more,  editors  who 
Yet  none  of  these,  I  believe,  were  compul-  ,had  even  borrowed  money  of  this  bank,  as  others 
sory  curtailments.  They  arose  from  the  course  |  borrow  it.  These  constituents  of  mine  must  believe 
of  commercial  transactions,  and  the  payment  of  ion  this  point  according  to  their  own  sense  of 
bills  and  notes  at  maturity,  whose  drawers  and  justice. 
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When  they  furnish  me  with  satisfactory  ev- 
idence, I  will  concur  with  them.  But,  sir,  hired 
retainers,  also  excited  or  helped  on  the  panic. 
Here,  again,  I  ask,  who  are  meant?  One  thing. 
1  am  sure,  they  meant  no  imputation  of  corrup- 
tion upon  my  colleague,  who  has  been  quite  as 
free  in  his  remarks  upon  the  mischievous  conse- 
quences of  the  misconduct  of  the  Executive  as 
others.  If  any  assertion  of  this  sort  should  be 
made  against  him,  by  any  one,  these  memorial- 
ists would  be  the  very  first  to  denounce  the 
slander.   I  hope  they  will  do  me  equal  justice. 

But  what  is  meant  by  the  panic}  Does  a 
consternation  exist  which  is  without  cause?  Is 
the  fear  of  the  country  without  reason?  Has  all 
that  we  have  heard  of  distress  and  suffering  been 
fancy  and  imagination?  Sir,  the  thousands  of 
memorialists  who  have  sent  their  petitions  and 
remonstrances  to  us,  have  not  acted  under  de- 
lusion. A  sense  of  real  suffering  has  forced 
their  complaints  from  them.  And  how  has  the 
pensioned  presses  and  the  hired  retainers  and 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  excited  the  panic? 
Did  they  render  it  impossible  for  the  banks  to 
accommodate  and  relieve  the  men  of  business? 
Did  they  make  the  moneyed  men  withdraw  their 
money  from  circulation?  Did  they  cause  the  fall 
of  produce,  the  depreciation  of  labor,  the  want 
of  confidence  in  the  administration  of  the  laws, 
the  reluctance  in  some  banks  to  accept  the  pub- 
lic money  from  hands  who  had  no  right  to  pos- 
sess and  control  it,  and  the  determination  of 
others  to  surrender  what  they  had  received?  Did 
they  make  the  people  believe  all  this  against 
fact,  truth,  and  the  evidence  of  their  senses?  — 
The  memorialists  must,  if  it  be  their  pleasure, 
retain  their  opinions  on  this  point.  I  cannot 
yield  my  credulity  to  this  notion.  I  have  no  be- 
lief that  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  to 
be  driven  into  a  panic  by  pensioned  presses  and 
hired  retainers,  or  by  a  bank  on  a  subject  of  ac- 
tual business  and  observation  of  the  condition  of 
things  around  them.  They  are  slow  to  antici 
pate  evil — never  alarmed  in  such  matters  by  un- 
founded terrors  and  warnings.  They  are  more 
likely  to  feel  the  pressure,  before  they  dread  its 
inflictions. 

But  when  they  see  that  power  against  law 
has  violated  rights;  when  they  find  the  most  po- 
tent instrument,  in  securing  and  preserving  a 
sound  state  of  the  currency,  crippled  and  par- 
alyzed in  its  action — compelled  to  look  to  its 
own  safety  and  security,  rather  than  to  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  commerce  and  business  and 
interests  of  the  country;  when  they  observe  that 
by  an  act  of  power,  unauthorized  and  reckless, 
the  means  of  numerous  banks  are  placed  in  a 
condition  not  to  meet  and  answer  the  wants  of 
the  community;  when  they  discover  that  those 
who  have  money  are  induced  to  preserve  it  by 
hoarding  it  up;  when  produce  falls;  when  the 
price  of  labor  diminishes;  when  improvements 
of  all  kinds  in  the  country  are  arrested — the  rich 
unwilling  to  venture  on  enterprize,  and  the 
poor  deprived  of  employment;  then  they  are 
alarmed  and  remonstrate --they  suffer  and  they 
complain— tliey  feel  that  their  rights  and  pros- 
perity have  been  assailed,  and  they  denounce 


those  who  have  violated  them.  They  labor 
under  no  panic — they  see  and  feel  clearly  and 
sensibly,  and,  believe  me,  they  will  be  heard, 
to  the  redress  of  their  grievances,  let  partisans 
characterize  their  feelings  by  what  epithets  they 
may  choose.  These  memorialists  petition  Con- 
gress that  the  Government  money  may  not  be 
restored  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. — 
Now,  sir,  believing  that  the  contract  of  the  Go- 
vernment with  the  bank  was  violated  by  the  re- 
moval of  the  public  money,  I  think  it  ought  to 
be  restored,  and  without  delay;  that  the  faith 
and  honor  of  the  Government,  and  its  fidelity  to 
its  engagements,  may  be  unimpeached.  Be- 
lieving, Further,  that  the  law  was  broken  by 
Executive  misconduct,  I  think  that  the  restora- 
tion should  take  place,  if  for  no  other  cause , 
that  the  majesty  of  the  law  may  be  vindicated. 
It  is,  perhaps,  to  be  regretted  that  we  could 
reach  this  vindication  of  the  law,  and  the  resto- 
ration of  the  contract,  only  by  condemning  the 
act  of  the  Executive,  the  head  of  a  party. — 
Could  this  have  been  avoided,  sir,  there  would 
have  been  no  difficulty  in  our  way.  How  often 
have  we  heard  it  said,  that  the  act  was  wrong, 
incorrect,  unwise;  that  it  was  ill-advised  and  to 
be  regretted;  but  that  it  was  assailed  by  an  ad- 
verse party,  and  must  be  defended  by  the  par- 
ty.  It  was  the  act  of  the  leader,  and  must  be 
supported  as  a  party  measure.  I  will  not  com- 
ment upon  the  morality,  or  patriotism,  or  love 
of  law,  of  such  a  position;  nor  question  the 
right  of  any  one  either  to  act  upon  or  to  defend 
the  measure  on  such  a  ground.  Nor  do  I  know 
that  these  memorialists  are  at  all  influenced  by 
such  considerations;  but  we  all  know  that  there 
are  some,  though  not  in  the  Senate,  yet  else- 
where, who  do  act  upon  that  principle. 

But  there  are  other  reasons  why  I  cannot  con- 
cur with  the  views  of  the  memorialists  on  this 
point.  The  promised  benefits  of  the  removal 
of  the  public  money  have  failed,  and  that  money 
is  every  hour  in  jeopardy. 

We  were  promised  as  good,  or  better,  a  cur- 
rency by  the  State  banks.  Has  the  promise 
been  kept?  Has  any  approach  been  made  to- 
wards it  ?  Every  man,  of  ordinary  intelligence 
and  knowledge  of  our  financial  history,  ought 
to  have  known  better;  and  daily  experience 
shews  the  folly  of  our  financiers  on  this  point. 
A  little  longer,  and  our  unavailable  funds  in  the 
Treasury — in  other  words,  the  notes  of  insolvent 
banks  in  our  possession — will  be  swelled  far  be- 
yond the  amount  which  has  been  annually  re- 
ported. We  were  also  promised,  that  the  pos- 
session of  the  Government  money  would  enable 
the  selected  banks  to  extend  their  accommo- 
dations, and  relieve  the  pressure  on  the  commu- 
nity both  past,  present,  and  anticipated,  from  the 
action  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  State*.  Al- 
though no  such  pressure  was  produced  by  it, 
yet  if  it  were,  has  the  promise  been  kept?  Has 
the  pressure  been  relieved?  Have  the  selected 
banks  extended  their  accommodations?  Is  the 
money  even  safe  which  is  in  their  possession, 
unless  something  be  done  to  arrest  the  progress 
of  the  evil?  Look  at  the  situation  and  opera- 
tions of  these  banks  from  December  to  Febru, 
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ary.  Take  two  of  them  as  examples  of  the  rest. 
Within  that  period,  one  diminished  its  circul:- 
tion  74,000  dollars;  its  discounts,  &c.  424,000 
dollars.  Yet  in  December  it  had  1,17/,000  dol- 
lars, and  in  February  1,345,000  dollars  of  the 
public  money;  and,  while  it  decreased  its  cir- 
culation and  its  discounts  to  the  extent  mention- 
ed, it  increased  the  public  deposites  more  than 
150,000  dollars.  Another,  in  the  same  short 
period,  diminished  its  circulation  75,000  dollars; 
its  discounts,  &c.  199,000,  while  the  deposites 
remained  within  less  than  1,000  dollars  the  same. 
And  so  it  has  been  with  others.  While,  amidst 
all  the  assaults  upon  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  all  the  difficulties  which  it  has  had 
to  encounter  from  Executive  vengeance,  it  has, 
in  proportion  to  its  capital,  its  circulation,  and 
its  discounts  and  accommodations,  diminished 
much  less.  While  they  were  favored  with  the 
possession  of  the  public  money,  and  it  was  per- 
secuted, they  have  afforded  less  relief  to  the 
pressure  upon  the  community  than  it  has  done, 
in  proportion  to  their  means  and  their  previous 
business.  They  are  not  to  be  censured  for  this — 
they  have  probably  done  all  that  was  in  their 
power — and  are  probably  blameless.  But  what 
6hall  wc  say  of  those  who  produced  this  state  of 
things?  Who  promised  relief  by  them,  when 
it  should  have  been  foreseen  that  they  could  not 
possibly  afford  it?  Who  have  misled  the  country 
by  such  hopes?  Shall  we  attribute  it  to  ignor- 
ance, or  to  a  reckless  disregard  of  consequences 
in  the  pursuit  of  personal  revenge  ? 

There  is  another  circumstance  to  which  I 
would  direct  the  attention  of  theSenate,and,ifI 
could,  that  of  this  portion  of  the  people  of  New 
Jersey.  It  is,  the  immense  disparity  between 
the  public  money  in  these  banks  and  the  specie 
in  their  vaults.  I  take  the  same  banks  again 
as  specimens — some  others  are,  I  believe,  in  a 
different  situation.  In  December,  one  of  these 
banks  had  $  1,1 77, 000  of  our  funds.and  $380,000 
of  specie.  In  February,  our  funds  there  had 
increased  to  $l,345,000,andthe  specie  diminish- 
ed $109,000 — and  this  in  two  months.  The  oth- 
er in  December,  had  $553,907  of  public  money, 
and  less  sthan  $82,000  of  specie.  In  February 
it  had  $553,096  and  f  28,612  less  of  specie.— 
Whether  the  same  process  has  gone  on  since,  I 
do  not  know;  but  if  it  have,  I  ask  if  our  money 
be  safe  there!  more  safe  than  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  from  which  it  was  taken?  Sir, 
the  public  treasure  has  been  put  in  jeopardy — 
is  now  in  danger,  not  from  the  acts  of  its  consti- 
tutional guardians,  the  Legislature,but  from  the 
illegal  violence  of  the  Executive.  We  may  lose 
it.  The  banks,  we  see,  are  breaking  all  around 
us.  One  half  of  those  in  this  District  have  sus- 
pended payment.  In  one  of  them,  there  is  said 
to  have  been  some  twenty  or  thirty  thousand 
dollars  of  one  of  the  most  sacred  funds  under 
the  care  of  the  Government.  It  is  high  time 
for  us  to  call  for  specific  information  from  the 
Executive  as  to  the  present  condition  of  the 
banks,  in  which  the  money  of  the  people  is  pla- 
ced, and  to  the  present  state  of  the  circulating 
medium,  and  the  relief  which  these  banks  af- 
ford to  the  commerce  and  business  of  the  com- 


munity.    That  money  is  not  as  safe  nor  useful 
as  our  interests  require. 

It  will  be  perceived,  Mr.  President,  that  I  do 
not  agree  with  these  memorialists  in  fact  or  opin- 
ion. Other  differences  than  those  to  which  I 
have  alluded  might  be  referred  to — but  I  should 
weary  the  Senate.  Time  must  decide  between 
us.  I  have  deemed  these  remarks  due  to  them, 
to  myself,  to  the  cause  which  separates  us  in 
opinion.  I  yet  hope,  sir,  that  we  shall  meet. 
They  will  yet  find,  I  think,  that  they  have  been 
drawn  into  error,  by  a  generous  confidence  in 
those  who  are  not  worthy  of  their  trust;  that  the 
law  has  been  broken;  that  a  solemn  contract  has 
been  unnecessarily  violated — that  the  public 
treasury  has  been  illegally  controlled  by  the 
Executive  will — that,  in  pursuit  of  cherished 
but  mistaken  views,  the  Executive  has  brought 
deep  calamity  on  the  country — that  instead  of 
sustaining  the  just  principles  of  our  free  insti- 
tutions, to  which  they  are  so  earnestly  devoted, 
he  has  acted  in  disregard  of  their  solemn  require- 
ments and  sanctions. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
quiring what  funds  of  a  sacred  character  the 
Senator  (Mr.  Southard)  %  meant,  which  were 
lost  or  about  to  be  lost ;  he  wished  for  a  more 
accurate  description. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  said  it  was  a  portion  of 
the  Navy  pension  fund,  in  one  of  the  banks  of 
this  District. 

Gobd  !  Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  Bentox,  we 
now  know  the  funds  which  are  lost,  or  about  to 
be  lost ;  but  there  is  another  question — whether 
they  were  placed  there  by  this  administration. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  said  he  did  not  know— 
they  were  changed  very  frequently,  and  all  he 
knew  was,  that  they  had  been  continued  there. 
Mr.  S.  had  been  speaking  of  the  safety  of  the 
public  money  in  the  banks.  A  claim  had  been 
s=et  up  here,  that  these  local  hanks  were  as  safe 
for  deposite  as  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  S.  insisted  that  they  were  not,  as  they  had 
heard  of  the  failing  of  many  such  institutions, 
and  there  were  rumors  of  more.  He  would  beg 
the  gentleman  to  recollect,  that  although  this 
fund  might  have  been  placed  in  the  Alexandria 
bank,  years  ago,  and  perhaps  by  himself— [Mr. 
Benton  said  that  was  to  the  point,]  and,  con- 
tinued Mr.  S.,  it  would  have  been  safe  had  not 
the  Executive  laid  violent  hands  on  the  public 
treasure,  and  public  credit.  If  it  had  not  been 
for  the  act  of  the  Executive,  in  October  last, 
would  any  one  believe  that  this  fund  would  not 
have  been  safe  ?  Mr.  S.  would  repeat,  if  this 
act  had  not  been  performed,  not  one  of  the 
banks  would  have  failed  ;  but  when  the  danger 
arose,  then  was  the  time  when  this  sacred  fund 
ought  to  have  been  looked  to. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  had  an  object  to  ac- 
complish, though  he  had  no  design  to  throw 
ihe  Senator  from  New  J.-rsey  on  his  defence. 
He  thought  it  right  that  <U-  Senator  should 
know,  that  the  admini^tr -t'on  to  which  the  Se- 
nator belonged,  nud  the  deoariiDt  nt  overwhich 
he  presided,  had  put  the  fund  there,  and  for 
that  reason  alone,  this  administration  was  ex- 
cused from  the  consequence. 
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Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  said,  when  the  late   order  on  the  subject.     At  present  there  was  no 
proscribed  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whom  all  J  resolution  to  defeat  the  other,   and  no  amend- 


freemen  must  delight  to  honor  for  his  firmness, 
laid  before  the  Executive  his  reasons  for  noi 
obeying  the  Executive  order,  one  of  them  was. 
that  the  measure  contemplated  was  arbitrary 
and  vindictive,  and  Mr.  F's  colleague  had  given 
pungent  and  condemning  proof  of  the  change. 
The  pension  fund  was  in  a  bank  not  connected 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  since 
the  President  had  undertaken  to  keep  the  pub- 
lic money,  what  had  he  done  ?  He  had  taken 
the  money  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  S'ates 
where  it  would  not  have  been  lost,  and  had  left 
this  sacred  charity  in  another  bank  not  connect- 
ed with  it,  where  it  was  wholly  unsafe.  His 
(Mr.  F's.)  colleague,  (Mr.  S.)  had  cast  a  re- 
flection on  this  administration,  and  there  it  must 
forever  remain.  They  could  talk  about  the  in- 
terests of  the  "dear  people,"  and,  yet,  let  this 
money  be  in  a  bank  not  associated  with  the 
"dreadful  monster,"  where  it  might  stay  until 
doomsday,  and  where  it  had  siaid  till  the  day  of 
bankruptcy. 

Every  day  was  shedding  additional  light  on 
the  character  of  that  transaction.  It  seemed  to 
be  vindictive,  arising  either  from  pride  or  some 
other  cause,  and  yet  the  cry  was  raised  in  the 


ment  could  be  made  to  overthrow  the  original 
proposition. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  withdrew  his  appeJ.       • 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  moved  to  submit  to  the 
Chair  a  question  of  order  for  its  decision. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER'S  question  was  then 
read  by  the  Secretary. 

The  CHAIR,  after  a  few  words,  which  were 
indistinctly  heard,  as  to  the  power  of  the  Se- 
nate to  overrule  any  opinion  which  he  might 
express,  raid,  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
decide  upon  the  question  presented  by  the  ho- 
norable Senator  from  Mississippi. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said,  all  that  he  asked 
was,  the  decision  of  the  Chair  on  a  point  of 
order.  Argument  was  not  called  for.  He 
might  consider  the  resolutions  an  entire  motion. 
They  stated,  in  effect,  the  reasons  of  the  Se- 
nate for  coming  to  the  concluding  resolution; 
and  to  what  particular  resolution  force  was  ap- 
plied, was  immaterial,  as  the  entire  motive  was 
to  reject  the  paper.  An  honorable  member 
had  moved  to  incorporate  the  paper  into  the 
amendment;  and  whether  the  Senate  should 
reject  the  amendment  or  receive  it,  the  pur- 
pose of  the  resolution  would  be  lost.     By  that 


country,that  the  Senate  was  interfering  between  j  means  any  one  member  might  force  upon  the 
the  Executive  and  the  institution.  j  Senate  the  insertion  upon  its  journal  any  paper 


Mr.  BENTON  understood  it  to  be  an  invest- 
ment by  the  purchase  of  stock,  several  years 
ago.  It  would  require  the  purchase  of  the 
stock  to  withdraw  that  investment;  and  that  re- 
quired two  parties,  the  one  to  purchase  and 
the  other  to  sell. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  was  thankful  to 
the  Senator  for  the  information,  because  it 
made  the  trust  more  sound.  But  he  neve 
heard  of  Government  buying  to  sell.  There 
had  been  more  of  prejudice  and  of  passion  in 
mis-transactions,  plunging  the  country  into  dif- 
ficulties. Here  was  a  sacred  fund  of  charity- 
converted  into  stock.  As  statesmen,  they 
were  bound  to  know  the  effect  which  their 
measure  would  have  upon  that  and  every 
stock,  and  to  have  provided  accordingly. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  that  afier  the  dt poshes 
were  removed  from  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States, 
the  stock  in  that  institution  rose  in  value.  The 
President  had  no  occasion  to  know  what  effect 
it  would  have  on  the  bank  in  question.  It  was 
not  until  Congress  assembled,-  and  the  danger 
was  held  up  by  the  debates  there,  'hat  stocks 
began  to  fall.  He  was  sorry  that  the  honora- 
ble Senator  from  New  Jersey  compelled  him 
to  make  the  declaration,  that  the  price  of  stock 
kept  up  until  the  alarm  was  spread  by  Con- 
gress. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  CHAIR  announced  the  order  of  the  day, 
the  question  being  on  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
Poindexteu,  and  the  amendment  of   Mr.  Foh- 

STTH. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said,  if  the  gentleman 
from  So'itu  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,)  would 
withdraw  his  appeal  from   the   decision  of  the 


in  the  same  manner  as  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Georgia.  The  thing  was  contrary  to  com- 
mon sense.  It  was  of  no  consequence  in  what 
part  of  the  resolutions  the  amendment  might 
be  made.  It  was  one  entire  motion;  and  if 
one  part  was  affected,  the  whole  would  be 
lost. 

JNow,  the  whole  amendment,  if  rejected, 
should  leave  the  proposition  where  it  stood.  He 
wished  the  Chair  to  decide  whether  the  paper 
he  had  presented,  was  in  accordance  with  the 
rules  of  parliamentary  usage;  whether  it  was 
in  order  or  not. 

The  CHAIR  declined  to  give  a  reply  to  the 
query  of  the  hon.  Senator  from  Mississippi. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER:  I  demand  a  decision 
from  the  Chair. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  was  sorry  to  see  a  diffi- 
culty of  this  kind  arise  in  the  Senate.  The 
case  appeared  to  him  to  stand  thus.  A  proposi- 
tion had  been  made,  to  which  an  amendment 
tad  been  offered,  and  that  amendment  was  ob- 
jected to  on  the  ground  of  its  being  out  of  or- 
der. The  Chair  had  been  asked  whether  it 
was  in  order  or  not;  and  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  not 
understood  the  Chair  as  stating  that  it  was  in 
order. 

The  CHAIR  intimated  that  he  had  declared 
the  proposition  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  CLAY:  Then  there  is  nothing  left  but 
an  appeal. 

The  CHAIR  said  he  had  decided  that  the  pa- 
per presented  by  the  Senator  from  Georgia  was 
such  a  one  as  might  be  received  by  the  Senate. 
it  was  not  necessary  for  that  honorable  Senator 
to  have  copied  the  Presidential  document  with 
his  own  hand.     The  Chair  having  so  decided, 


Chaib,  he   would  present  some  resolutions  of  "the  question  now  only  remained  to  be  taken  by 
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ayes  and  noes.  The  proposition  of  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi  involved  an  abstract  principle 
of  order,  which  the  Chair  was  not  bound  to  de- 
cide. The  Chair  did  not  feel  himself  bound  to 
travel  beyond  the  sphere  of  his  duties,  at  the 
desire  of  any  Senator. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  the  matter,  as  he  understood 
it,  stood  thus:  The  Senator  from  Georgia  had 
offered  the  protest  of  the  President  itself  as  a 
part  of  his  amendment.  A  question  of  order 
had  then  arisen  as  to  whether  the  hon.  Senator 
could  properly  do  this.  The  Chair  had  decided 
that  he  could;  and  from  that  decision  an  appeal 
had  been  made  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
South  Carolina.  The  appeal  had,  however, 
been  subsequently  withdrawn,  in  order  to  make 
room  for  the  question  as  to  whether  the  amend 
ment  itself  was  in  order.  The  question  was 
now  no  longer  as  to  whether  the  Senator  from 
Georgia  could  take  the  President's  paper  and 
incorporate  it  in  his  amendment,  but  whether 
the  amendment  itself,  being  utterly  at  variance 
with  the  original  motion,  could  be  received. — 
The  call  for  the  ayes  and  noes  was  a  posterior 
matter;  there  was  another  and  preliminary 
question  to  be  first  settled;  as  to  whether  the 
amendment  which  had  been  proposed  was  in 
order.  This  was  the  question  which  had  been 
propounded  by  the  Senator  from  Mississippi, 
and  which  remained  to  be  decided  by  the  Chair. 

The  CHAIR  did  not  assent  to  the  view  taken 
of  the  matter  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky. 

The  discussion  here  assumed  a  very  desultory 
and  intricate  character.  Messrs.  WEBSTER 
and  CHAMBERS  made  a  few  explanatory  ob- 
servations; after  which, 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said  he  would  with- 
draw the  paper  sent  to  the  Chair,  and  rest  the 
question  on  the  general  point  of  order. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  made  an  inquiry  in  regard  to 
the  real  question  now  before  the  Senate. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that  there  had  been 
two  questions  of  order;  one  related  to  receiving 
the  President's  original  paper  as  a  part  of  Mr. 
Forsyth's  written  amendment,  and  the  other  to 
the  propriety  of  admitting  his  amendment  at  all. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  rose  to'speak. 

Mr.  CLAY  would  ask  whether,  till  the  Chair 
had  decided  the  question  of  order,  speaking  was 
in  order. 

The  CHAIR  made  a  few  remarks,  which 
were  indistinctly  heard. 

Mr.  CLAY  was  unwilling  to  give  up  the  point 
of  order;  if  the  Chair  had  appealed  to  the  Sen- 
ate for  advice,  it  would  give  him  great  pleasure 
to  render  it;  but  they  had  heard  no  appeal  by 
the  Chair  to  the  Senate  for  advice.  The  ques- 
tion was  made,  was  the  amendment  in  order; 
the  Senator  from  New  York  got  np  to  make  a 
speech,  and  Mr.  C  called  to  order.  If  the 
Chair  were  ready  to  take  advice,  they  would 
now  go  on  to  afford  him  that  advice. 

The  assent  of  the  Chair  was  given. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said,  when  the.  communica- 
tion came  in,  a  simple  motion  had  been  made 
not  to  receive  it ,  which  motion  corresponded 
with  the  fourth  resolution  now  on  the  table;  and 
•  great  part  of  the  debate  had  boen   whether  it 


was  in  order  to  offer  the  amendment  to  that  motion 
Now,  there  were  four  resolutions,  which  might 
be  taken  separately.  He  read  the  first  resolu- 
tion, which  related  to  the  character  of  the 
paper,  and  asked  if  it  was  not  in  order  to 
incorporate  the  amendment  with  that  resolution 
taken  separately.  He  urged  the  propriety  of 
letting  the  paper  appear  with  the  comments 
upon  it,  and  he  thought  the  three  first  reso- 
lutions necessarily  required  the  introduction 
of  the  paper. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  explained. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  accepted  the  explanation.  He 
was  called  upon  to  vote  against  the  resolution, 
and  was  called  upon  to  say  what  he  voted 
against. 

The  last  resolution  pronounced  simply  that 
the  paper  ought  not  to  be  received.  It  had 
not  been  received.  If  the  document  were  in- 
serted in  the  last  resolution,  he  would  vote  for 
them. 

Mr.  CLAY  rose  to  offer  his  views  on  the 
question.  The  President  of  the  United  States 
addressed  the  Senate,  and  placed  in  its  hands  a 
protest  which  was  read  deliberately  in  the  body. 
The  President  had  done  so,  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  recording  the  paper  on  the  journals  of 
the  Senate.  There  was  no  legislation,  no  ac- 
tion operating  between  the  Senate  snd  him- 
self, or  between  Congress  and  himself.  It  was 
only  for  the  purpose  of  having  that  protest  re- 
corded on  the  journals  of  the  Senate.  The 
question  was,  whether  it  should,  be  received  or 
not.  An  amendment  was  proposed,  on  which 
the  ayes  and  noes  were  called,  tin.  the  resolu- 
tion, which  was  for  the  very  put  pose  of  effect- 
ing what  the  Senate  had  not  decided,  and  what 
it  might  not  decide.  The  question  was,  then, 
whether  the  amendment  was  or  w  as  not  in  or- 
der. The  rules  of  every  deliberative  body  re- 
solved themselves  into  common  se  iwe;  and,  was 
it  possible,  that  any  member  shouO<l  s.«y  that  an 
object  Should  be  attained  against  th<-  will,  or 
wh;it  was  supposed  to  fie  the  sen*  '  of  the  ma- 
jority? That  by  indirection,  -»vh  ether  the 
amendment  be  reje'ed  or  adoptee1,  the  paper 
should  be  receivedv  would  be  agair  -t  every  rule 
of  common  sense. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Y<  tk,  (Mr. 
Wright,)  asked  whether  it  waspos  .ihietovote 
on  a  paper  without  considering  it.  No;  but 
it  was  possible  to  vote  whether  it  should  be  re- 
ceived or  not,  without  its  being  s..rtad  upon 
the  journals.  H**  denied  the  proportion  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  that  it  was  necessa- 
ry for  the  understanding  of  a  paper,  that  it 
should  go  on  the  journals.  He  (M: .  Wright,) 
said,  it  must  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Senate. 
To  a  certain  pxtent  it  was.  The  resolution  of 
the  Senator  from  Mississippi  did  not  ent<  r  into 
the  discussion  of  the  paper.  They  consisted  of 
two  prinfif>le9?nrst  to inform  thePivsi.ientofthe 
Uni'ed  States  that  he  had  not  a  ri$1iC  to  trans- 
mit to  the  Senate,  or,  :it  least,  the  Senate  had 
no  right  to  receive  such  communications.  The 
Senate  ought  to  let  him  know  why  it  did  not 
receive  the  paper.  The  Senate  was  ready  at 
all  times  to  receive  any  pap'-r  which  was  au- 
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thorized  by  the  Constitution,  and  calling  for 
deliberation  and  action.  The  President  might 
otherwise  say,  that  the  Senate  was  indisposed 
to  hold  communication  with  him.  The  Senate 
did  not  object  to  receive  proper  communica- 
tions; but  it  could  not  receive  such  as  that,  be- 
cause the  journal  of  the  Senate  was  not  intend- 
ed to  record  the  opinions  of  the  President  on 
abstract  matters,  and  it  was  necessary  to  let 
the  President  know  why  the  Senate  did  not  re- 
ceive that  communication.  But  the  othf-r  pur 
pose  for  which  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi  ought  to  prevail  was,  the  jour- 
nals were  to  last  for  a  long  time — he  hoped  the 
prosperity  of  the  union  would  be  such,  as  that 
they  might  last  forever  ;  and  suppose  a  simple 
entry  were  made  thai  a  communication  was  sent 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  but  not 
received,  how  wou'd  posterity  know  of  what 
description  the  commun  cation  was  ?  But,  if 
the  characteristic  description  were  given  along 
with  the  entry,  then  would  the  President  know 
the  reason  why  it  was  not  received,  and  pos- 
terity would  also  know  that  it  was  not  from  any 
indisposition  to  hold  communication^  with  the 
President,  that  stood  in  the  way  of  its  reception, 
but  from  the  character  of  the  paper.  Every 
member,  when  he  came  to  vote,  must  bear  in 
mind  the  character  of  the  paper.  It  was  so  far 
mi.  the  possession  of  the  Senate ,  that  it  could  be 
considered.  With  respect  to  its  being  spread 
upon  the  journals,  there  were  many  things 
which  were  not  put  upon  the  journals.  He 
eofteluded  thai  the  amendment  was  out  of  or- 
der, because,  whether  it  was  rejected  or  car- 
lied,  the  object  of  the  resolutions  would  be 
defeated  ;  And  the  resolution  ought  to  be 
adopted,  for  the  double  purpose  which  he  had 
stated. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  made  s 'me  remarks. 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  the  gentleman  had  asked 
whether  it  was  known  how  the  majority  would 
decide.  It  was  not  known.  Every  delibera- 
tive body  shaped  its  journals  with  respect  to 
what  it  thought  right;  and  the  amendment  pro- 
posed to  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi  was  certainly  contrary  to  order. — 
No  individual  had  a  right  to  insert  upon  the 
journals  what  he  pleased.  Suppose  he  were  to 
offer  one  of  the  works  of  Sir  Walter  Scott  as  an 
fWCendment  to  a  resolution,  because  he  thought 
«k  worthy  of  being  preserved  on  the  journals, 
•or  WUkins's  political  work,  would  it  be  in  or- 
.der  to  Tieceive  it?     Certainly  not. 

The  CRAIR  said,  that  it  could  not  be  expect- 
ed,that  the  Chair  should  enter  into  an  examina- 
tion of  a  paper  as  to  whether  it  should  be  re- 
ceived or  not.  The  question  was  whether  any 
Senator  had  it  in  his  power  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  a  resolution  which  conflicted  with  the 
resolution  itself.  Such  was  the  design  of  the 
mover.  The  question  for  the  Chair  to  decide 
was,  whether  the  proposition  was  one  proper  to 
be  made;  and  whatever  gentlemen  might  con- 
ceive to  be  common  sense,  the  rules  could  not 
be  departed  from.  By  adhering  to  the  rule  as 
it  stood,  would  they  change  a  permanent  rule 
4n  order  to  obtain  a  present  end?     The  wish  of 


the  Senate  could  not  be  defeated  by  the  action 
of  any  individual .  From  the  best  consideration 
that  he  had  been  able  to  give  to  the  subject, 
and  the  most  careful  examination  of  the  rule 
and  usages  of  the  Senate,  he  was  bound  to  say, , 
that  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from. 
Georgia  was  in  order. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  asked  what  rule? 

The  CHAIR  referred  to  page  165,  and  read  I 
the  rule.  He  said  there  could  be  no  doubt, . 
therefore,  it  must  rest  with  the  discretion  of  i 
the  individual  making  the  amendment,  and  not 
on  the  rule.  He  would  cheerfully  submit  to 
the  decision  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said,  that  that  rule  referred 
to  contradictory  propositions.     It  was  a  case  oft 
a  different  character,  and  entirely  distinct  from 
the  present  case. 

The  CHAIR  read  further.  It  would  be  for 
the  House  to  reject  the  amendment,  but  it  was 
not  within  the  province  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  POIND  KXTER  appealed  from  the  de- 
cisionof  the  Chair. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  as  far  as  respected  its* 
bearing  on  the  present  subject,  he  wanted  to  go  I 
directly  to  it.     He  wished  to  state  that  the  deci- . 
sion  of  the  Chair  led  to  certain  consequences  i 
which  the  House  would  see  and  feel.     As  the  I 
Chair  had  decided,  whole  books  or  any  other  I 
matter  might  be  recorded   on  the  journals  at  I 
the  discretion  of  a  single  member,  or,  at  most, . 
by  one-fifth  of  the  House.     There  had  been  this  I 
session,  attached  to  memorials  presented  to  the 
Senate,  as  many  names  as  would  fill  twenty  fo- 
lios of  the  journal;  would  it  have  been  in  order 
to  place  all  these  names  on  the  journal?     He 
was  not  aware  of  any  rule  to  augment  the  jour- 
nal through  taking  a  question  by  yeas  and  nays* 
The  journal  of  every  legislative  body  was  un- 
der its  own  control.     It  had  been  usual  to  enter 
the  President's  messages.     It  was  not  necessary, 
but  it  was  usual.  The  consequences  that  would 
result  from  this  decision  would  be  highly  incon- 
venient; but,  as  the  Chair  bad  so  decided,  and 
an  appeal  had  been  taken,  he  thought  it  pro- 
per  that  the  Senate  should  adjourn,  and  moved 
accordingly. 

The  question  on  the  adjournment  was  then 
taken,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  11  o'clock. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Henty  Stoker. 

Mr.  FOSTER  made  a  report'  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Edward  B.  Martin,  administrator  of 
Edward  Martin,  deceased. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAYTON,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  for 
the  purpose  of  inquiring  intp  the  expediency  of 
equalizing  and  reducing  the  salaries  of  officers, 
and  for  other  purposes,  contained  in  a  resolu- 
tion4passed  by  this  House  on  the  19th  instant, 
be  authorized  to  send  for  persons  and  papers, 
in  executing  the  objects  of  said  resolution. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  by  leave,  presented  a 
memorial  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  Poles, 
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now  in  the  city  of  New  York,  setting  forth,  that 
they  resolutely  contended  in  arms  for  the  liber- 
ty of  Poland,  |i  their  native  country,  until  over- 
whelmed by  the  power  of  Russia,  when  they 
sought  refuge  in  the  dominions  of  the  emperor 
of  Austria  and  the  king  of  Prussia,  asking 
only  a  free  passage  into  France;  instead  of  which 
they  were,  without  their  consent,  placed  on  board 
two' Austrian  frigates,  and  have  been  recently 
set  on  shore  at  the  city  of  New  York,  destitute 
of  the  means  of  support.  That  it  is  their  wish 
to  earn  an  honest  livelihood,  by  cultivating  the 
soil  of  the  country  on  which  they  have  been 
thrown;  and  praying  Congress  to  make  them 
a  grant  of  land. 

Committees  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  following  subjects  : 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  from  the 
petition  of  Capt.  James  Renshaw. 

The  same  committee,  from  the  petition  of 
Daniel  M.  Thornton. 

The  same  committee,  from  the  petition  of  Jas. 
Steen. 

The  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions, 
from  the  cases  of  Philip  C.  Hayle,  and  Adam 
Smith. 

The  same  committee,  from  the  cases  of  Mar- 
tha Hay,  Samuel  Ladd,  Prudence  Wig-ham, 
Samuel  Munson,  and  William  Ellingwood. 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  from  the 
petition  of  John  Dowling;  and  leave  was  given 
to  withdraw  the  same. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  from  the 
ease  of  Return  B.  Brown. 

The  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  from  the 
case  of  Thomas  Murray,  jr. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting the  annual  statement  respecting  the  Com- 
merce and  Navigation  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  ending  on  the  30th  September,  1833. 
I  The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
Tom  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  copies 
t>f  the  Reports  and  Surveys  of  harbors  on  lake 
Erie. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration 
?f  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Jarvis,  for 
Jie  appointment  of  a  select  committee,  to  inves- 
;igate  the  affairs  of  certain  banks  in  the  District 
)f  Columbia. 

Mr.  EWING  proposed  the  following  amend- 
ment; which  was  decided  to  be  out  of  order. 

That  Mr.  Jarvis's  resolution,  together  with 
he  programmes,  memorials,  and  other  docu- 
nents,  in  relation  to  the  establishment  of  a 
iniform  national  currency,  now  lying  upon  the 
able,  with  a  portion  of  the  President's  Annual 
Message,  at  the  opening  of  the  Twenty-first 
Congress,  wherein  he  submitted  the  idea  of  a 
National  Bank  to  furnish  a  uniform  and  safe 
currency,  free  of  constitutional  difficulties ,  and 
ind  securing  all  the  advantages  of  the  present 
Bank;  also  the  declaration  of  the  President  to 
Mr.  Duane,  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on 
the  20th  of  July  last  "that  the  State  banks 
might  not  agree  to  the  only  plan  he  thought 
safe,  that  of  mutual  guaranty,"  and  the  opinion 
[pf  the  same  Chief  Magistrate  expressed  in  the 
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instructions  to  his  Agent  of  Bank  inquiry,  dated! 
July  23d,  "that  hereafter,  as  heretofore,  Bank 
agency  will  be  found  convenient  in  managing 
the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Government,"  be  all 
referred  to  a  select  Committee  of  one  member 
of  each  State,  with  instructions  to  investigate 
the  subject-matter,  and  report  upon  the  propri- 
ety and  expediency  of  creating  a  National  In* 
stitution,  under  equitable  control,  to  serve  as> 
the  place  of  deposite  of  the  public  money,  and 
to  emit  a  currency  of  general  and  uniform  value; 
such  an  institution  as  seems  to  be  emphatically 
called  for  at  present,  to  promo':e  the  public 
welfare,  sustain  the  agricultural,  manufacturing, 
and  commercial  interests  of  the  Union;  afford 
increased  security  to  the  public  treasure;  and 
found  to  be  clearly  within  the  purview  of  our 
constitutional  power  to  create  and  establish. 

The  question  was  then  called. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  objected  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis  into  the  reso- 
lution. They  had  no  sort  of  jurisdiction  over 
that  institution.  The  object  might  be  to  put  it 
down,  because  it  was  a  deposite  bank,  and  to 
do  this  by  assimilating  it  with  the  broken  banks 
of  the  District.  This  was  intended  to  produce 
a  state  of  excitement— a  state  of  feeling  which 
might  be  used  by  the  party  opposed  to  the  ad- 
ministration, in  aid  of  their  own  party  purposes. 

Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana,  regretted  much  that 
he  was  compelled  to  differ  in  opinion  with  hi* 
honorable  friend  from  New  York,|(Mr.  Bkahds- 
let,)  but  a  sense  of  duty  rendered  it  impera- 
tive on  him  to  declare  his  views  on  the  subjec*. 
He  never  would  consent  that  any  bank  should 
be  selected  to  receive  the  public  money  in  de- 
posite,   for  one  moment,   which  could  shrink 


from,  or 
its  affairs 


n  any  way  avoid  an  investigation  into 
He  would  give  his  vote  for  the  scru- 
tiny for  the  very  reason  which  induced  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  to  withhold  his;  becau.se 
if  there  were  no  reason  to  doubt  the  solvency  of 
the  bank,  the  fact  when  ascertained  would  do 
much  to  allay  in  part  the  panic  which  it  Was 
undeniable,  and  still  extensively  pievailed. 

Mr.  HARDIN  followed  on  the  same  side,  un. 
til  the  expiration  of  the  hour,  when 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BOON,  the  House 
passed  to  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  POLK  reported  a  bill  regulating  the  de- 
poshes  of  the  moneys  of  the  Unite  1  States  in 
certain  local  banks;  which,  after  some  discus- 
sion, was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  EWING  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  a 
Select  Committee. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  that  such  a  course  was 
not  consonant  to  the  rules  of  the  House.  If  the 
House  should  refuse  to  send  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
then  it  would  be  in  order  to  move  its  reference 
to  a  Standing  Committee.  If  that  course  should 
be  objected  to  by  the  House,  then  a  motion 
would  be  in  order  for  its  reference  to  a  Select 
Committee. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  said,  he  conceived  it  al- 
ways to  be  in  order  to  move  any  paper  to  a  Se- 
lect Committee,  and  that  there  had  been  deci- 
sions made  to  that  effect 
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The  SPEAKER  said,  he  believed  no  such  de- 
cision had  ever  been  made. 

Mr.  BURGES  desired  to  know  of  the  Chair 
if  it  would  be  in  order  to  move  an  amendment 
of  the  bill? 

The  SPEAKER— not  in  this  stage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  EWING  then  offered  an  amendment  of 
a  character  which  enabled  him  to  proceed  in 
addressing  the  House  on  this  subject  for  some 
time;  when 

Mr.  POLK  rose  to  ra  point  of  order.  He 
wished  to  know  if  it  was  in  order, to  discuss  the 
constitutionality  of  the  bank,  &c.  on  a  motion 
like  that  before  the  House. 

The  CHAIR  having  declared  its  opinion  that 
the  whole  question  was  opened  by  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana; 

Mr.  EWING  was  about  to  proceed  with  his 
remarks;  but  yielded  to  the  solicitations  of  Mr. 
Polk,  to  defer  his  remarks  for  the  present. 

Mr.  BURGES  submitted  instructions  to  the 
effect  of  requiring  a  bonus  of  the  local  banks 
for  the  use  of  the  public  moneys. 

Mr.  BUNCH  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes, 
which  were  ordered. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  PARKER,^ 

Mr.  BINNEY  spoke  in  favor  of  deferring  the 
further  consideration  of  j  the  subject,  until  the 
bill  and  report  were  printed,  and  the  House 
put  in  possession  of  the  facts  of  the  case. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  POLK,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  HUBBARD  in  the 
chair,  and  took  up  the  general  Appropriation 
Bill. 

The  various  clauses  of  the  amendment  offered 
by  Mr.  VANCE  for  the  reduction  of  the  salaries 
of  civil  officers  of  the  Government,  and  the 
mileage  and  per  diem  allowance  of  members  of 
Congress  were  severally  voted  on,  and  nega- 
tived. 

Upon  the  clause  commencing  with  line  nine- 
teen, which  provides  for  an  appropriation  for 
extra  clerks  in  the  State  Department. 

Mr.  McKAY  offered  an  amendment,  redu 
eing  their  sum  on  the  ground  that  the  regular 
clerks  were  sufficient  for  its  duties,  if  not  he 
said  an  application  ought  to  have  been  made  to 
Congress  for  an  enlargement  of  their  number. 

Mr.  J.  Q,.  ADAMS  wished  to  know  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
what  was  the  amount  of  appropriation  requisite 
for  publishing  and  distributing  the  laws.  The 
object  of  making  this  inquiry  was  to  separate, 
if  possible,  the  appropriations  for  this  purpose, 
and  to  establish  a  wholesome  precedent  for  future 
legislation.  In  one  thing,  said  Mr.  A.  he  was 
a  disciple  of  the  Jeffersonian  school,  and  that 
was  in  making  all  appropriations  specific,  and 
not  contingent.  He  had  always  been  opposed 
to  the  practice  of  blending  appropriations  Mr. 
A.  concluded  by  moving  a  division  of  the  clause. 

Mr.  POLK  said  the  amount  could  not  be 
ascertained  with  any  certainty  since  it  was  con- 
stantly varying. 

In  1831      it  was  $14,292 

In  1832        "  $19,329 

In  1833       "  J  $11,477 


Thus  in  the  last  two  years  there  was  a  differ- 
ence of  eight  thousand  dollars.  The  amoun- 
depended  entirely  upon  contingencies,  and  there- 
fore, properly  belonged  to  the  contingent  fund. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  he  should  then  move  that 
the  clause  be  divided.  First,  appropriating 
$5,000  for  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Department  of  State,  and  the  remaining 
$20,000  for  the  expense  of  publishing  and  disrtri- 
.buting  laws.  This  would  make  the  appro- 
priations specific. 

Mr.  ARCHER  made  an  Inquiry,  in  reply  to 
which, 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  he  believed  the  allowance 
to  be  most  ample  for  these  contingencies,  in  fact 
he  should  think  it  more  than  enough. 

Mr.  McKAY  said,  that  the  same  law  which 
applied  to  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Navy 
did  not  apply  to  the  Department  of  State.  He 
should  vote  against  the  amandment  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  since  its  adoption 
would  establish  no  principle.  If  any  balance  re- 
mained  out  of  the  $20,000  there  was  nothing  to 
prevent  the  Secretary  of  the  State  from  employ- 
ing it  in  any  way  he  might  think  fit. 

The  amendment  was  nugatory. 

Mr.  ADAMS  replied,  he  conceived  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Department  of  State,  had  no 
power  to  appropriate  any  of  the  unexpended 
balance  of  a  contingent  appropriation  for  an  ob- 
ject not  laid  down  in  the  clause.  If  there  was 
any  such  power,  the  experience  of  eight  years, 
during  which  he  had  the  honor  of  being  in  that 
department,  had  not  made  him  cognizant  of  it. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  FOOT, 
of  Conn.,  Mr.  LANE,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr.  J. 
Q,.  ADAMS,  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
last  gentleman  was  put,  ayes  43,  nays  63,  but  a 
quorum  not  voting,  and  upon  a  count  there  ap-  .' 
pearing  to  be  only  112  members  in  the  House, 

Mr.  J.  Q,.  ADAMS  moved  that  the  committee  j 
rise  and  report  to  the  House,  that  there  was  no' 
quorum. 

The  question  was  taken,  ayes  45,  nays  71 . 
Still  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Vermont,  made  an  in. 
quiry,  whether  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
could  transfer  these  appropriations  at  pleasure.'  ' 

Mr.  McKAY  explained.  The  bill  provided 
for  the  outfits  of  ambassadors,  for  the  salaries  of 
legations,  charges  d'  affaires.  Now  if  it  should 
happen  that  no  minister  went  abroad,  the  Se- 
cretary was  at  liberty  to  apply  money  so  pro- 
vided to  charges  d'  affaires,  &c. 

Mr.  H.  EVERETT  said,  it  seemed  to  him, 
that  if  the  custom  were  correct,  they  had  no 
more  to  do  with  this  appropriation  than  to  ap- 
propriate a  gross  sum.  He  thought,  however,.', 
that  this  ought  not  to  be  so.  That  as  each' 
item  was  for  a  specific  purpose,  nothing  but  an I 
act  of  Congress  could  authorize  their  transfer. 

Mr.  ARCHER  explained.  These  appropria- 
tions, although  they  occupied  different  para- 
graphs in  the  bill,  were  considered  as  but  one 
appropriation.  There  was  in  the  transfers  com- 
plained of,  an  assumption  of  undue  or  danger- 
ous powers. 

Mr.  FOLK  could  not  see  the  necessity  of 
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discussing  the  question  of  law  on  this  item,  as 
to  the  power  of  the  Secretary  to  transfer  the 
sums  of  these  respective  appropriations.  If  the 
question  should  rise  thereafter  on  the  item  as 
to  foreign  ministers,  &c.  it  would  then  be  time 
enough  to  discuss  it.  As  the  present  item  em- 
braced objects  necessarily  uncertain  as  to  the 
amount  of  appropriation  required,  it  would  in 
kis  opinion  be  better  to  leave  it  as  it  a<  present 
stood;  otherwise  they  might  assign  too  much 
to  one  object,  and  too  little  to  others. 

Mr.  H.  EVERETT,  of  Vermont,  thought 
tbat  this  system  of  transfer  left  them  without  a 
knowledge  of  the  purposes  for  which  they  were 
appropriating  the  public  moneys.  He  hoped 
the  amendment  would  prevail. 

The  question  was  then  taker. — ayes  50, 
noes  74;  so  the  amendment  was  negatived. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  McKAY  as  to  '  'extra  clerical  al- 
lowances." 

Mr.  WATMOUGH  expressed  his  regret  that 
he  should  be  under  the  necessity  of  voting  a- 
gainst  this  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  N. 
Carolina,  (Mr.  McKat.)  The  same  object 
would  have  been  a  ttained  by  the  amendment 
of  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  Adams)  and,  in  addition  to  this  most 
important  principle,  would  have  been  establish- 
ed; that  these  appropriations  were  not  to  be  used 
as  the  Secretaries  of  the  departments  pleased.  It 
was  necessary  to  let  these  gentlemen  know  that 
this  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  ordering  of  the 
sums  to  be  appropriated  to  the  respective  ob- 
jects. He  had  bee,n  sorry  to  see  some  of  his 
colleagues,  who  claimed  to  belong  to  the  school 
of  Jeffersonian  democrats,  voting  against  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Mass.  Not 
thinking  the  present  as  clear  as  that  amend- 
ment, he  felt  compelled  to  vote  against  it 


opinions,  he  had  seen  none  to  change  his.  He 
believed  there  were  a  sufficient  number  of 
clerks;  and  he  had  heard,  from  sources  entitled 
to  credit,  that  most  of  this  extra  money  wu 
given  to  the  regular  clerks.  A  little  additional 
labor  would  soon  get  them  out  of  their  difficul- 
ties. 

Mr.  HARPER  would  never  hesitate  to  vote 
for  as  many  clerkships  as  were  necessary  ;  but 
he  thought  there  were  at  present  a  sufficient 
number.  He  should  vote  for  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  made  some  remarks  on  the 
propriety  of  bringing  up  the  records  of  the 
department.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  proposi- 
tion, that  no  part  of  the  specific  appropriation 
should  be  expended  but  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  up  the  records.  He  conceived  that 
there  was  sufficient  force  in  the  Department  of 
State  for  all  ordinary  purposes,  however  impor- 
tant they  might  be.  For  objects  of  extraordi- 
nary importance  he  would  admit  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  additional  grants;  yet  for  that 
expediency  or  necessity  he  would  not  take  the 
naked  statement  of  the  Secretary.  As  to  the 
clerks  and  their  respective  salaries  it  was  not 
right  to  confound  the  faithful,  the  diligent  and 
the  capable,  with  the  drones  and  the  idler*. 
After  some  further  observations,  Mr.  GREN- 
NELL concluded  by  stating  his  preference  of 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ky. , 
to  that  of  the  gentleman  from  N.  Carolina,  (Mr. 
McKay.) 

Mr.  McKAY  followed  in  continuation  of  the 
debate.  He  had  no  wish  to  detain  the  House  by 
an  argument  on  the  subject.  The  question  was 
one  of  facts.  Mr.  McK.  here  entered  into  a  de- 
tailed statement  of  the  various  heads  of  expendi- 
ture, and  urged  the  propriety  of  adopting  his  a- 
mendment  to  restrict  a  portion  of  the  grant  pro- 


Mr.  CHILTON  moved  to  strike  out  all  after!  posed  to  the  purpose  of  preserving  the   public 
the  words  "extra  clerical  services,"  &c— in-  archives,  which  otherwise  might  be  left  in  their 
eluding  that  part  which  related  to  the  keeping, [present condition. 
&c.  of  the  archives  of  the  State  Department.    I     Mr.  A.  H.   SHEPPERD  was  opposed  to  the 

Mr.  CHILTON  deprecated  these   grants  for  proposition.     In  his  opinion  it  came  properly  un- 
extra  services  as  dangerous.    He  did  not  blame 
the  heads  of  departments,  but  every  one  must 
see  that  it  was  a  practice  which  gave  an  oppor- 
tunity of  rewarding  favorites  with  large  sums  of 


der  the  head  of  contingencies. 

Mr.  HARPER  replied  in  explanation  to  Mr. 

T.  Grexnell- 

Mr.  HARDIN  went  into  a  statement  of  the 
the  public  money.    If  the  number  of  clerks  was  [great  increase  of  the   number  of  clerks  in  the 
not  sufficient,  a  special  permission  for  their  in-  last  few  years,  and  of  the  quantum  of*  labor  per- 
crease  ought  to  be  given;  but  whilst  the  servi-  j formed  by  them.     He  would  not  wish  an  unrea- 
ces  of  clerks  could  be  extended  as  the  heads  of 
the  departments  thought  proper,  they  had  ne- 
ver any  certainty  as  to  the  amount  of  the  ap- 
propriation  which  would  be  required,  nor  any 
security  for  the   purity  of  the  departments.     It 
had  been  said,  that  the  papers  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  were  in  confusion,  and  that  mem- 
bers have  frequent    occasion   for  research  a- 
mongst  them.     Now,   if  these  clerks,  had  for 
this  purpose  so  frequently  to  go  through  this 
confused  mass,  it  would  be  better  for  them, 
and  save  time  and  labor,  to  make  indexes.     He 
believed  the  proposition  was  the  same  as  tha* 
which  had   been  rejected  by  the  House  on  a 
preceding  day, — but  in  different  phraseology. 
If  gentlemen  had  seen  reason  to  change  their 


sonable  exaction,  but  he  thought  the  time  ought 
to  be  six  or  seven  hours  per  day. 

Mr.  McKAY  rejoined,  and  reiterated  the  ex- 
pression of  his  former  opinion  of  the  impropriety 
of  the  grant. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  N.  C,  said  he  objected  to  this 
amendment  on  precisely  the  same  grounds  that 
he  had  voted  against  the  appropriation  of  $1400 
for  arranging  books  and  papers.  The  principle 
was  the  same,  whatever  might  be  the  amount  of 
money  appropriated.  This  amendment  went  to 
make  an  appropriation  for  a  clerk,,  without  suffi- 
cient evidence  having  been  adduced  that  such 
was  necessary. 

Mr.  J.  a.  ADAMS  made  a  brief  explanation 
relating  to  the  appropriation  for  newspapers,  in 
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reply  to  what  he  conceived  to  be  a  misconception 
of  the  hon.  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Har- 
dis.)  Mr.  A.  thought  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Way  sand  Means,  or  any  other  member 
of  that  committee,  might  have  been  able  to  an- 
swer the  question  he  put. 

Mr.  SHEPHERD  explained  that  the  sum  of 
01691  77  cents,  was  for  completing  the  old  files 
of  newspapers,  which  were  regarded  as  matters 
of  history,  and  therefore  worthy  of  presentation 
in  the  department. 

Mr.  J.  &.  ADAMS  had  no  doubt  that  what 
the  hon.  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Expendi- 
tures had  stated  as  the  ground  of  that  expendi- 
ture was  perfectly  correct,  but,  Mr.  A.  believed 
that  since  the  publication  of  Niles'  Register  it 
had  been  customary  to  take  fifty  copies  of  that 
work  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  ministers 
who  go  abroad  with  the  public  documents  con- 
tained therein.  Sudi  was  the  practice  while  he 
(Mr.  A.)  was  in  that  department.  In  addition  to 
that,  it  was  also  the  practice  to  furnish  every 
minister  going  abroad  with  one  or  more  newspa- 
pers, which  he  himself  designated. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  they  were  paid  for  out  of 
another  fund. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  further,  that  every  publish- 
er of  the  laws  was  bound  to  furnish  a  copy  of  his 
paper,  so  that  the  depaitment  received  about  se- 
venty papers  a  day.  If  what  the  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Archer)  had  stated  were  correct  some 
other  explanation  was  required. 

Mr.  BATES    said,    it  was   no  better   than  a 
waste  of  time  for  the  House  to  attempt  to  fix  a 
limitation  upon  the  expenditures  of  the  depart- 
ments.    Last  year  Congress  limited  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  the  State  Department  to  $25,000, 
it  expended  $28,354.     The  year  before  it  was, 
he  believed,  the  same  sum,    it  expended  $31, 
542.     The  restriction  of  law  is  not  at  all  regar- 
ded.    He  had,  he  said,  in  his  hand  a  summary 
of  fthe  expenses  of  the  State  Department  du- 
ring the  last  year  which  may  be  regarded  as  a 
curiosity.     He  did  not  pretend  to  say,  except 
as   to  the  amount,   that  it  was  not  right.     Me 
knew  nothing  about  it.    The  House  knew  noth- 
ing about  it.     It  needed  exphmaiion.     In  ad 
dition  to  $691  for  ''newspapers,'"  there  is  an  ex- 
penditure of  $3,157  for  "office  furniture  &  join- 
ers work."ATh\3  in  1833.     In  1632  it  was  $1,227. 
In  1831  $1,071.     In  three  years  $5,455  lor  fur- 
niture, &c.  for  the  State  Department.   "Paint- 
ing and  Glazing"  $751  the  last  year,  $370  the 
year  before.     Miscellanies,  including   hardware, 
stone  and  brick  work,  freight  and  cartage,  cife." 
$3,156.     In  1832  $684  only.     Labor  and  use  of 
horse"  $541.  The  account  is  a  singular  mixture 
from  which  you  can  infer  nothing  certain  with 
regard  to  any  of  these  items.     Here  is  labor, 
and  use  of  horse — furniture  and  joinei's  work — 
stationery  and  bookbinding — clerical  services, 
and  packing.     And  after  t^e  general  and  par- 
ticular kinds  of  expenditure  are  set  down  broad 
enough,  one   would  think,    to    include    every 
thing,  then  comes  miscellanies  $3,156.  He  called 
upon  the  Committee  upon  the  expenditures  of 
the  State  Department  to  explain  how  it  happens 
that  these  items  are  so  large, 
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hardware,  stone  &  brick- 
work, freight,  and  car- 
tage, &c. 
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Mr.  SHEPPERD  explained  that  he  did  not 
possess  very  minute  information  on  the  point  re- 
ferred to. 

Mr.  FULLER  wished  some  explanation  as  to 
the  payment  of  salaries. 

Mr.  ARCHER'S  reply  was  inaudible  at  the 
reporter's  desk. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Chil- 
ton's amendment,  and  negatived,  ayes  55,  nays 
81. 

The  question  then  occurring  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  McKay, 

Mr.  J.  &.  ADAMS  said,  he  could  not  vote  for 
its  adoption,  for  two  reasons:  Frst,  because  it 
would  limit  the  Secretary  of  State  in  a  manner  he 
thought  objectionable,  and  in  the  second  place, 
because  it  authorized  an  expenditure  which  the 
House  had  already  decided,  ought  not  to  be  in- 
curred in  the  manner  proposed. 

Mr.  ADAMS  continued.  He  did  not  think  if 
the  amendment  should  be  made,  it  would  prove 
effectual.  His  colleague  had  shown  that  whatev- 
er was  the  amount  of  the  appropriation  made, 
the  department  had  always  found  means  to  ex- 
ceed it  several  thousand  dollars.  As  then,  the 
amendment  would  if  passed  be  nugatory,  and  as 
it  would  moreover,  seem  to  imply  a  distrust  in  the 
Secretary,  he  would  not  vote  to  sustain  it. 

Mr.  McKAY  disclaimed  any  intention  to  make 
an  imputation  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury. He  meant  to  follow  up  the  present,  by 
similar  motions  as  to  the  Departments  of  State, 
War  and  Navy. 

Mr.  BURD  contended  that  the  clerks  did  not 
do  enough  labor.  They  ought  to  be  there  at  six 
o'clock,  labor  till  eight,  and  then  get  breakfast. 
From  that  time  they  ought  to  labor  until  dinner 
time,  say  two  o'clock;  or  as  their  domestic  ar- 
rangements might  be.  After  dinner  they  should 
continue  their  labors  until  sun  down.  He  would 
pay  liberally,  and  he  would  get  the  men  who 
were  able  and  willing  to  work. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, when  there  appeared,  ayes,  33,  ,nays,  98. 
;So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  next  items  taken  up,  were  the  sum  of 
$1300  for  the  diplomatic  correspondence,  and 
^35,000  for  the  documentary  history  of  the  U.  S. 
Mr.  McKAY  called  on  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  for  information 
as  to  these  items. 

Mr.  POLK  in  reply,  sent  the  act  of  1832;  as 
also  the  letter  of  the  Secretary,  and  the  contract 
for  the  publication,  &c.Jo  the  clerk's  desk  ;  and 
they  having  been  read, 

Mr.  McKAY  said,  the  latter  item  was  much 
more  important  than  gentlemen  imagined.  It 
would  involve  an  expenditure  of  several  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  First,  however,  as  to  the  dip- 
lomatic correspondence,  he  wished  to  know,  how 
it  had  happened  that  the  contract  made  by  the 
Secretary  of  Stale  for  this  work,  had  been  so  far 
exceeded  ?  He  should  move  to  reduce  this  sum 
of  $13,000  to  $650.  The  next  item,  that  of  the 
documentary  history,  would  involve  an  expendi- 
ture of  2  or  300,000  dollars.  Mr.  McK.  proceeded 
to  read  the  act  of  last  session,  in  order  to  show 
that  the  Secretary  had  exceeded  his  authority  in 


making  this  contract.  It  was  not,  by  the  terms 
of  that  act,  to  exceed  the  price  per  volume  of  the 
Diplomatic  Correspondence.  But  the  Secretary 
had  taken  on  himself  to  allow  ll£  cents  extra 
per  volume  for  a  good  index.  This  was  a  mere 
suppositious  charge  on  the  presumed  increase  of 
value  of  the  work.  Before,  however,  discussing 
this  contract,  he  would  move  to  reduce  the  sum 
of  $13,000  to  $650. 

Mr.  POLK  explained.— The  sum  of  $13,000 
was  agreeable  to  the  contract  for  the  work  origi- 
nally made  with  Mr.  Sparks.  As  to  the  other 
item,  the  question  was, — whether  Congress 
ought  last  year  to  have  passed  the  law  which 
made  this  item  necessary.  He  (Mr.  P.)  had 
voted  against  it.  But  it  did  pass  ;  and  the  par- 
ties had  now  a  vested  right,  under  the  contract 
entered  into  with  them. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  PARKER, 
which  were  not  distinctly  heard,  the  following 
clause  was  taken  up :  "For  the  office  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in- 
cluding eighty  thousand  parchments,  and  cost  of 
printing  patents,  eighteen  thousand  dollars." 

Mr.  McKAY  inquired  the  reason  of  the  in- 
crease beyond  former  appropriations. 

Mr.  POLK  said  it  was  from  the  increase  of 
the  number  of  patents  issued. 

Several  other  clauses  were  then  read. 

Motions  were  made  by  Mr.  McKat  and  Mr 
Evans,  for  the  committee  to  rise,  but  without 
effect. 

GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  proposing 
to  grant  $25,000  for  the  purchase  of  Gen.  Wash- 
ington's MSS  and  papers  was  next  taken  up. 

Mr.  ARCHER  briefly  expressed  his  opinion 
of.  the  transcendant  value  of  these  relics  of  the 
father  of  his  country.  The  papers  possessed  a 
higher  value,  as  illustrations  of  the  history  of  the 
United  States'  than  any  other  collection  in  the 
country. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  N.  C.  said,  as  the  only  dissen- 
tient member  of  the  committee,  he  begged  leave 
to  offer  a  brief  explanation  of  his  reasons  for  hav 
ing  done  so.  He  must  either  break  through  the 
rule  he  had  hitherto  followed,  and  in  obedience  to 
which  he  had  voted  a  few  days  ago,  or  he  must 
refuse  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  amendment  propos- 
ed by  the  committee  of  which  he  was  a  member. 
This  amendment  was  liable  to  the  same  objec- 
tion as  the  clause  which  had  been  stricken  out 
by  the  motion  of  the  lion,  member  from  Massa- 
chusetts (Mr.  Adams.)  In  his  judgment  the  best 
course  would  be  for  the  committee  to  report  a  se- 
parate bill. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  ARCHER,  the  Clerk 
here  read  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  and  ac- 
companying papers,  by  Jared  Sparks,  &c. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  he  greatly  regret- 
ted that  the  proposition  had  been  introduced  at 
the  time,  and  in  the  manaer  it  had,  since  it  was 
obnoxious  to  the  object  of  introducing  improper 
matter  in  an  appropriation  bill.  He  hoped 
another  course  would  be  adopted,  and  he  would 
most  cordially  give  it  his  support. 

Mr.  J.  O..  ADAMS  said  it  was  with  extreme 
reluctance  that  he  should   be  compelled  to  vote 
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against  the  amendment,  but  it  was  for  the  same 
reasons  that  had  induced  him  to  oppose  the  for- 
mer clause  in  the  appropriation  bill.  He  hoped, 
however,  that  a  separate  bill  would  be  introduc- 
ed for  the  purchase  of  those  invaluable  docu- 
ments— a  bill  of  three  lines  would  be  amply 
sufficient,  and  it  should  have  his  most  cordial 
support. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  hoped  the  honorable 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs 
would  adopt  the  suggestion. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  for  himself  he  had  no 
objection  to  the  course  recommended.  He  brief- 
ly stated  the  reasons  that  had  induced  the  com- 
mittee to  report  the  amendment.  The  session 
was  already  far  advanced,  and  they  feared  that 
a  separate  bill  would  not  have  been  got  through 
before  its  close.  It  was  their  anxiety  that  these 
immortal  relics  should  be  preserved  in  the  de- 
pository of  the  nation. 

Mr.  HALL  said,  that  any  relic  from  that 
source  should  be  sacredly  treasured  up,  he  only 
objected  upon  principle,  to  the  form  of  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  ARCHER  feared  he  was  not  at  liberty 
to  withdraw  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HARDIN  would  be  compelled  to  vote 
against  it  for  the  reasons  assigned  by  other  hon- 
orable members. 

Mr.  ARCHER  then  said  he  would  take  the 
responsibility  upon  himself  of  withdrawing  the 
amendment,  with  the  understanding,  that  a  bill 
should  be  progressed  through  the  House  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible. 

The  clause  "  for  an  additional  watchman  for 
the  Executive  building,  and  increased  compen- 
sation to  other  watchmen,"  then  came  under 
consideration,  and 

Mr.  FOOT  proposed  to  strike  it  out.  He  ob- 
jected to  it  on  the  ground  that  it  was  both  in- 
creasing the  pay,  and  establishing  a  new  office, 
which  were  not  consistent  with  an  appropriation 
bill. 

Mr.  POLK  explained  that  since  the  fire  it  was 
found  necessary  to  employ  an  additional  watch- 
man. 

Mr.  VINTON  said,  as  the  House  had  then 
been  six  hours  in  session,  and  debate  was  likely 
to  arise,  he  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  motion  was  lost,  ayes  54,  nays  82 . 

Mr.  FOOT  said  the  whole  system  of  corrup- 
tion originated  in  that  bill.  Until  within  the  last 
few  years,  every  appropriation  had  been  specifi- 
ed, and  under  the  control  of  that  House .  The 
proposition  in  the  bill  which  had  a  tendency  to 
corruption,  and  as  such  he  should  oppose  it. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  negatived. 

The  item,  appropriating  $21,900  forclerks.and 
messenger  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  having  been  read, 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  moved  to  strike  out  the 
remainder  of  the  sentence,  after  the  sum  appro- 
priated .  He  did  so  for  the  same  reason  that  he 
had  moved  to  strike  out  the  additional  clerk  for 
the  State  Department.  This  wis  a  surreptitious 
introduction  of  two  additional  clerks.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  there  was  no  specification  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  services  for  which  they  were  required, 


except  in  the  words  "other  duties,  &c."  If  these 
clerks  were  necessary,they  ought  to  be  appointed 
by  a  separate  law.  This  appropriation  had  ev- 
ery objection  with  the  additional  clerkship, whict 
had  been  stricken  out  of  a  former  part  of  thft 
bill. 

Mr.  POLK  explained.  He  would  satisfy  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  so  as  to  make 
him  vote  against  his  own  motion.  Under  thft 
act  of  1818  five  more  clerks  had  been  appointed 
than  had  been  employed.  It  had  now  become*! 
necessary  to  employ  two  out  of  that  five;  and 
they  were  the  two  clerks  provided  for  in  thafcj 
bill. 

Mr.  J.  Q,.  ADAMS.  In  that  case  this  clause 
was  entirely  superfluous,  and  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  done  injus- 
tice to  himself  by  making  it  appear  that  he  was< 
creating  two  additional  clerks.  If  this  clause  had 
any  operation  at  all,  it  would  be  to  authorize  the 
employment  of  two  clerks  in  addition  to  these 
authorized  by  the  act  of  1818. 

Mr.  POLK  assenting,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Adams 
prevailed,  and  the  latter  part  of  the  clause  waft 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  BIRD  moved  to  reduce  that  clause  which; 
provides  for  the  expenses  consequent  on  the  confl 
fiagration  of  the  Treasury  buildings  from  10,00£H 
to  7000  dollars. 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

The  item  for  the  office  of  the  Second  Comp- 
trailer,  $7000,  having  been  read, 

Mr.  McK AY  inquired  into  the  cause  of  an  iwi 
crease  of  expenditure  in  this  office. 

Mr.  POLK  explained. 

Mr.  McKAY  further  inquired  why  there  had 
been  an  increase  of  $200  in  the  office  of  the  Set 
cond  Auditor;  and  also  of  the  same  sum  in  ttui 
the  office  of  the  Treasurer. 

Mr.  POLK  explained:  the  reasons  would  be 
found  in  the  detailed  items.  In  some  office* 
there  had  been  an  increase;  whilst  in  others  therp 
had  been  the  same  decrease.  The  Fourth  Audi 
ter's  office  brought  forward  no  charge;  the  Thirff 
Auditer,  less  than  formerly,  by  $200 

Mr.  McKAY  then  proceeded  to  read  a  state* 
ment  on  the  subject  which  he  had  obtained  frottii 
the  Secretary  of  State. 

A  short  discussion  ensued  on  the  clauses  comij 
mencing  with  lines  218  and  223. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  the  Committee  rise  buu 
the  motion  was  negati\ed,  ayes  37  noes  78. 

This  being  no  quorum  the  Committee  rose  ani 
reported  the  fact. 

An  adjournment  was  then  moved  but  nagatiu 
ved,  ayes  53  noes  87. 

This  number  forming  a  quorum  the  Committed 
resumed. 

Mr.  J.  a.  ADAMS  moved  that  the  Commitj 
tee  rise  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  call  of  thtij 
House. 

The  question  was  taken  by  ayes  and  nay*j 
and  lost,  ayes  26  nays  80. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  N-  C.  said  it  seemed  tc 
be  the  custom  to  consider  all  sums  as  in  blank; 
He  wished  to  know  whether  that  custom  pre. 
vailed  at  this  time? 

Mr.  POLK  answered  in  the  negative. 


April  23] 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES.' 


S2T 


Mr.  EWING  asked  for  information  as  to 
Ithese  arrearages.  Why  was  it,  that  former  ap- 
propriation bills  did  not  cover  the  expenses  of 
these  objects,  for  which  they  made  provision? 

Mr.  POLK  explained.  After  which  he  of- 
fered a  verbal  amendment  to  the  clause. 

Mr.  DENNY  said,  the  amendment  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  had  made  the 
clause  still  more  objectionable.  There  could 
Ibe  no  arrearages  for  contingencies  in  a  new 
law.  Could  not  the  gentleman  state  what  the 
sum  for  contingencies  was — and  what  for  sala- 
ries, It  might  be,  that  but  4  or  500  dollars 
was  meant  for  salaries,  and  the  rest  of  the  ap- 
propriation for  contingencies. 

Mr.  McKAY  wished  to  be  informed  also  as  to 
the  12,000  dollars  appropriated  for  contingen- 
cies in  the  next  paragraph. 

Mr.  POLK  explained.  One  was  for  last  year. 
The  other  lor  this. 

Mr.  McKAY  could  not  exactly  understand 
what  was  meant  by  arrearages  of  contingencies. 
He  should  be  glad  to  know  under  what  author- 
ity these  extra  clerks,  who  now  claimed  arrear- 
ages, had  been  at  first  appointed. 

Mr.  POLK  said,  he  had  not  the  law  before 
him;  but  the  items  were  additional  sums  to  the 
iordinary  expenses  of  the  office  ;  expenses  in- 
curred in  prosecuting  expenses  against  the  of- 
fice, &c.  With  regard  to  the  additional  clerks, 
they  were  ordered  by  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment, in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  immense  mass 
of  business  which  was  before  him.  The  trifling 
■um  of  75  dollars  also,  had  been  given  as  addi- 
tional compensation  to  the  messenger. 

Mr.  PARKER  said,  the  clerks  now  employ- 
ed were  less  in  number  than  was  authorized  by 
the  act  of  1818. 

Mr.  ALLAN,ofKy., followed;  and  alluded  to 
itfae  late  time  of  night  as  a  reason  for  not  then 
addressiug  the  Committee.  He  appealed  to 
their  courtesy  for  a  postponement  of  the  dis- 
cussion; and,  in  reply  to  a  call  of  order,  vindi- 
cated hi»  right,  as  a  representative  of  the  peo- 
ple, to  express  his  sentiments. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourn- 
ed. 


SENATE. 
Wednesday,  April  23,  1834. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  the  county  of  Chester,  Pa.; 

Also,  the  proceedings  and  resolutions  of  a 
meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Mifflin  county,  Pa.; 
b»th  of  them  complaining  of  great  pecuniary 
distress  and  embarrassment,  condemning  the 
measures  and  doctrines  of  the  Executive,  and 
praying  relief  from  Congress.        ' 

They  were  severally  read,  referred,  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  the  petition  of  Da- 
vid Caldwell ;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  presented  the  memorial  of 
(name  unheard,)  on  the  subject  of  steam  boats 
»nd  steam  boilers;  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  S .   presented  the  petition  of  (name  un- 


heard,) a  Quarter  Master  in  the  Marine  Corps; 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  James  Bu- 
chanan, which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  presented  the  proceedings 
and  resolutions  of  a  meeting  held  in  the  city  of 
Trenton,  by  the  inhabitants  of  that  city  and  the 
surrounding  country.  It  was  large  in  propor- 
tion to  the  population,  and  as  intelligent  as 
could  be  collected  in  any  portion  of  the  State. 
They  reviewed  the  condUctof  the  Executive  in 
relation  to  the  public  Treasury,  and  expressed 
their  condemnation  of  it  with  great  decision 
and  clearness. 

He  also  offered  the  proceedings  of  a  public 
meeting  in  the  county  of  Warren,  New  Jersey, 
and  a  memorial  signed  by  805  of  its  inhabitants. 
It  deserved  regard,  inasmuch  as  that  county  has 
been  uniformly  friendly  to  the  present  Execu- 
tive, giving,at  all  times,  a  great  majority  in  his 
favor.  The  memorial  is  not  signed  by  a  major- 
ity of  the  voters — but  it  is  signed  by  many  more, 
about  one-fourth  he  believed,  than  have,  on  any 
occasion,  voted  in  opposition  to  General  Jack- 
son— thus  showing,  that,  where  he  has  been 
most  strong,  there  are  now  some  to  be  found , 
who  will  not  sustain  him  in  the  career  which 
he  is  running.  They  believe  that  he  has  acted 
unwisely  and  injuriously  to  the  public  interests; 
and  are  willing  to  forego  their  personal  prefer- 
ences and  maintain  the  majesty  of  the  laws. 

Mr.  S.  had  another  memorial  of  a  different 
character;  one  which  might  be  regarded,  not  as 
local,  but  general.  He  had  heretofore  present- 
ed memorials  and  proceedings  in  towns  and 
counties;  from  all  the  counties  in  West  Jersey 
below  Trenton.  The  one  which  he  had  just 
offered  from  Warren,  came  from  the  upper 
part  of  the  State;  and  he  had  now  to  ask  atten- 
tion to  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  held  in 
Trenton,  by  Delegates  appointed  in  the  sever- 
al counties;  from  all  ia  the  State,  he  believed, 
but  two  or  three:  and  as  the  members  of  the 
Senate,  who  took  the  trouble  to  read  certain 
prints,  had  seen  this  meeting  described  in  terms 
which  he  could  not  consent  to  repeat,  he  beg- 
ged to  assure  them  of  the  entire  malignity  and 
falsehood  of  those  representations. 

It  had  been  the  fortune  of  his  colleague  and 
himself,  whenever  they  were  favored  with  me- 
morials or  resolutions  from  their  constituents, 
almost  uniformly  to  be  met  in  advance  by  base 
misrepresentations  of  the  character,  and  con- 
duct, and  numbers,  of  those  from  whom  they 
were  received.  It  was,  he  presumed,  a  part 
of  the  tactics  cf  the  friends  (.f  the  administra- 
tion, to  endeavor  to  weaken  the  force  of  repre- 
sentations which  might  come  from  the  State,  by 
casting  odium  on  those  who  made  them.  It 
was  but  a  part  of  that  intolerant  and  proscrip- 
tive  system  which,  has  been  introduced  and 
exercised  with  so  much  force  and  power  for  a 
few  years  past,  in  relation  to  all  who  have  been 
dismissed  from  office,  to  make  room  for  hungry 
expectants,  and  to  all  who  had  independence 
enough  to  question  the  infallibility  of  power. 
The  same  trick  had  been  attempted  in  the  pre- 
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sent  instance,  and  remarks  made  respecting 
the  convention  in  Trenton,  which  no  honest 
man,  who  knows  the  individuals  who  composed 
it,  can  countenance. 

The  time  for  this  convention  was  unluckily 
chosen,  on  account  of  the  roads,  weather,  and 
employments  of  the  people  in  the  State.  It 
was  on  the  2d  April.  The  roads  and  weather 
were  bad.  A  few  days  delay  would  have 
greatly  augmented  the  numbers  :  there  were, 
however,  upwards  of  two  hundred  Delegates  ; 
and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  declare,  that  there  has 
never  assembled  in  that  State,  a  meeting  of  any 
equal  number,  of  higher  respectability  of  cha- 
racter, of  more  intelligence,  or  of  greater  per- 
sonal worth.  There  wev.  many  in  that  con- 
vention eminently  qualified  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  public  office,  and  to  represent  their 
constituents.  They  were  men,  too,  who  would 
not  have  left  their  homes  and  subjected  them- 
selves to  the  inconvenience  of  attending  the 
convention,  for  light  or  trivial  causes.  They 
felt  deeply  the  importance  ot  the  occasion. 

They  were  perfectly  capable  of  compre- 
hending the  situation  of  the  country ,  its  ne- 
cessities and  its  wants.  They  represent  to  us 
a  prevailing  distress  in  business,  and  depres 
sion  of  all  the  interests  of  the  community.  Will 
not  the  Senate  give  credit  to  their  representa- 
tions? 

They  could  understand  thoroughly  the  cause 
of  the  present  embarrassments;  and  they  attri- 
bute it  to  the  conduct  of  the  Executive,  in  as- 
suming legislative  powers,  and  unlawfully  in- 
terfering with  the  public  Treasury,  and  re- 
moving the  public  money  from  the  place  where 
it  was  deposited  under  the  authority  of  the 
law.  This  misconduct  created  insecurity  and 
want  of  confidence  in  the  administration  of  the 
laws,  in  the  faithfulness  of  public  agents,  and 
in  the  currency  of  the  country.  Does  any  Se- 
nator seriously  doubt  the  justice  of  their  opi- 
nion? 

They  further  express  a  conviction,  that  the 
assumption  of  legislative  power,  by  the  Execu- 
tive, is  just  cause  of  alarm;  as  uniting  the  purse 
and  the  sword — a  combination  dangerous  to 
liberty;  and  that  the  removal  of  a  public  offi- 
cer, because  he  would  not  submit  to  unlawful 
dictation,  was  an  unjustifiable  act;  and  they 
believe  that  there  can  be  no  certain  relief  but 
by  restoring  confidence,  and  by  confining  eve- 
ry department  of  the  Government  to  its  ap- 
propriate sphere.  Is  not  this  opinion  well 
founded? 

The  persons  who  composed  this  convention 
came  from  almost  every  part  of  the  State;  have 
the  amplest  means  of  knowing  popular  opinion, 
and  no  possible  motive  for  misrepresentation; 
and  they  assure  us  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
people  of  New  Jersey  strongly  condemn  the 
conduct  of  the  Executive,  and  reprobate  the 
instructions  given  by  the  Legislature.  1  can- 
not doubt  the  correctness  of  their,  declaration 
on  this  point. 

They  were  not  all  of  one  party;  not  all  of 
those  who  have  heretofore  opposed  General 
Jackson's  elevation  to  office.     The  presiding 


officer  of  the  convention  is  an  eminent  and 
praiseworthy  instance  of  that  honesty  of  pur- 
pose and  devotion  to  country ,  which  withdraw 
support  from  a  favorite  candidate  when  he  de- 
serts his  professed  principles,  and  disregards 
the  obligations  of  duty.  He  had,  as  an  elec- 
tor, voted  for  Gen.  Jackson,  but  he  is  prompt 
to  aid  in  correcting  its  errors,  and  frank  in  ex- 
posing the  dangers  which  result  from  his  mis- 
conduct. 

The  convention  felt  that  this  was  no  ordinary 
occasion,  and  they  appointed  a  large  committee 
to  bring  their  proceedings  to  this  place.and  they 
now  attend  in  this  Hall,  to  witness  their  pre- 
sentation to  the  Senate.  Shall  it  be  of  no  avail? 
Will  a  deaf  ear  be  still  turned  to  the  complaints 
and  sufferings  of  the  people  whom  they  repre- 
sent? Permit  me  to  assure  the  Senate,  that  the 
sentiments  of  the  people  of  New  Jersey  are  no 
longer  doubtful.  They  will  not  patiently  bear 
unmerited  inflictions.  They  will  not  suffer  for 
the  sake  of  an  experiment.  They  will  not  re- 
gard with  favor  those  who  spurn  the  obligations 
of  law, and  hazard  the  safety  of  our  institutions. 
They  will  come  up  to  the  aid  of  those  who 
struggle  against  assumptions  of  unlicensed  au- 
thority. They  love  the  orosperity  of  their 
country  and  sacredness  of  her  laws,  far,  far 
beyond  the  claims  of  party,  or  individual  parti- 
ality. 

He  moved  the  usual  orders  on  the  several 
memorials  and  proceedings. 

Mr.  CLAY  rose  and  said:  honored  by  the  re- 
quest of  the  higly  respectable  and  numerous 
committee,  now  attending  in  this  city,  and  rep- 
resenting the  people  of  New  Jersey,  in  conven- 
tion assembled,  I  rise  to  add  a  few  observations 
to  what  has  been  so  well  said  by  their  immediate 
organ.  The  proceedings,  just  presented  to  the 
Senate,  emanate  from  an  unquestionably  legiti- 
mate source — the  people  themselves  acting  in 
their  primary  and  original  character.  They  have 
aright  to  instruct,  direct,  and  control  their  ser- 
vants, subject  to  very  few  exceptions.  They 
have  this  right,  because  the  people,  or  a  major- 
ity of  the  people,  in  the  several  States,  have  the 
power  to  alter,  abolish,  and  modify,  the  struc- 
ture of  their  Government;  and,  as  the  major  in- 
cludes the  minor,  they  necessarily  possess  the 
right  to  direct  the  operations  of  that  machine 
whose  form  and  existence  depend  upon  their 
will,  and  has  been  constructed  for  their  benefit. 

The  right  of  legislative  bodies  to  instruct  is 
not  inherent;  but,  if  it  exist  at  all,  is  derivative. 
They  are  but  servants  of  the  people,  highly  re- 
spectable; and  an  expression  of  their  opinion  de- 
serves great  attention  and  deliberate  considera- 
tion. But  this  results  not  from  their  possessir 
any  original  right*in  themselves,  independent  i 
the  people.  It  flows  from  the  presumptive  ev- 
idence, which  a  declaration  of  their  sentiments 
affords,  of  their's  being  the  sentiments  of  the 
people  whom  they  represent.  Standing  by  it- 
self, and  alone;  such  a  declaration  is  strong 
proof  of  its  being  a  true  representation  and  fair 
reflection  of  the  popular  will.  But  it  is  only  evi- 
dence.    Suppose  it  is  contradicted  by  other  and 
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conclusive  testimony,  issuing  directly  from  the 
people — which  is  to  be  obeyed,  the  will  of  the 
legislature  or  the  will  of  the  people? 

^ow  it  so  happens,  that  along  with  the  in- 
structions of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey  to 
vtheir  Senators,  to  sustain  the  late  Executive 
measures,  there  came  or  has  followed,  abundant 
proof,  from  the  people  themselves,  that  those 
instructions  were  not  in  confotmitv  to  their  wish- 
es. And  the  people  of  that  State,  in  convention 
assembled,  have  solemnly  declared  that  the 
legislature  [did  not  truly  express  their  will. 
Which,  then,  were  the  Senators  from  New  Jer- 
sey lo  obey,  the  people  or  their  servants,  the 
members  of  the  local  legislature?  Suppose  they 
had  conformed  to  the  legislative  will,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  popular  will?  Or  suppose,  obey- 
ing neither,  they  had  resigned  their  seats  and 
gone  home,  what  would  their  constituents  have 
said?  Would  they  not  have  presented  a  ridic- 
ulous spectacle'  What  could  they  have  said  to 
the  inquiry,  why  have  you  come  home  when  we 
instructed  you  to  pursue  a  particular  course? 
Would  it  have  been  any  defence  for  them  to  say 
we  came  back,  because,  not  choosing  to  obey 
you,  the  people,  we  do  not  think  proper  to  com- 
ply wich  the  legislative  mandate' 

The  President,  in  his  late  extraordinary  pro- 
test, has  set  forth,  at  large,  the  instructions  giv- 
en by  the  several   legislatures   of  Maine,  New 
Jersey ,  and  Ohio,  to  their  respective  Senators. 
At  another  time,  I  shall  inquire  by  what  right 
the  President  comes  into  this  Senate,  and  exam- 
ines how,  upon  what  considerations,  and  under 
what  circumstances,  particular  members  of  this 
body  vote  in  a  particular  way  on  questions  pen- 
ding before  it.     He  asserts,  or  plainly  means  by 
his  statement  of  the  case,  to  imply,  that  these 
Senators,  in  voting  against  his   measures,  viola- 
ted their  duty   and   their  obligations.     A  just 
rule  must  work  both  ways.     Has  the  President 
ascertained  how   many  members  of  this  or  the 
other  House,  in  voting  to  sustain  his  measures, 
have  failed  truly  to  represent  their  constituents? 
Would  he  rebuke  any  members  who  lent  them- 
selves to  his  support,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of 
their  constituents?     Let  me  suppose  that  there 
was  a  sufficient  number  of  members,  voting  with 
him  on  the  deposite  question,  in  opposition  to 
the  known  sentiments  of  their  constituents,  to 
have  produced  such  a  decision  as  has  been  pro- 
nounced in  the  other  House,   would  he  chide 
them?     If  a  Speaker  of  that  House,  in  direct 
contradiction  to  the  ascertained  sense  of  his  con- 
stituents, were  to  vote  to  uphold  the  Executive 
proceeding,  would  the  President  say  to  him  : 
Mr.  Speaker,  you  are  wrong  in  sustaining  me  in 
opposition  to  your  constituents? 

Whether  Senators  have  or  have  not  conform- 
ed to  the  sentiments  of  their  constituents,  is  a 
question  between  themselves  and  those,  they 
represent,  in  which  there  exists  no  right  of 
any  foreign  intervention.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
my  friends  from  New  Jersey  have  truly  expres- 
sed the  sentiments  of  that  patriotic  State, 
among  the  first  of  the  Whig  States  of  the  Revo- 
lution, and  which  is  not  going  to  be  among  the 
last  of  the  Whig  States  in  the  present  critical 


and  perilous  state  of  our  political  affairs. 
Whether  the  Senator  from  Maine  has  or  has  not 
expressed  the  views  of  his  State  may  be  infer- 
red from  the  recent  manifestations  of  the  opi- 
nions of  the  people  of  Portland,  the  first 
city  in  it;  and  of  Bangor  the  second,  and  the 
seat  of  the  Government  of  Maine.  As  to  my 
friend  from  Ohio,  the  neighboring  State  to  that 
in  which  I  reside,  my  word  upon  it,  that  it  will 
be  demonstrated  hereafter  in  due  time  that  he 
has  truly  represented  the  wishes  of  the  People 
of  Ohio. 

But,  sir,  the  precepts  of  the  President  would 
be  entitled  to  and  command  more  respect,  if  he 
would  only,  by  his  example,  conform  to  them. 
How  has  he  treated  the   petitions  and  remon- 
strances of  the  people  ?      How  their  earnest 
and  anxious   supplications  to  save  them  from 
ruin  ?     Has  he  displayed  a  readiness  to  obey  the 
wishes qnd  desires  of  the  people?     Has  he  not 
promulgated  to  the  world,  through  committees 
that   have  waited  upon   him,  that  neither  the 
Legislature  of  the  States,  nor  the  people  them- 
selves, shnll  divert  him  from  his  mad  experi- 
ment, now  threatening  us   with  general  bank- 
ruptcy ?     He  has  cut  himself  loose,  totally  ab- 
solved himself  from  all  obligation  to  shape  his 
measures  according   to    public    opinion,    and 
comes  to  the   Senate  to  inculcate  upon  us  the 
duty  of  complying  with  instructions  from  Legis- 
lative bodies  which  happen  to  be  laudatory  of 
his   measures.     Instructions  possibly  manufac- 
tured and  got  up  in  this  very  city,  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  market,  in  order  to  be  bi ought  back 
again   in   the   imposing  form   of  authoritative 
commands. 

The  convention  of  the  people  of  New  Jer- 
sey, composed  of  upwards  of  two  hundred 
members,  from  every  county  in  the  State,  ex 
cept  two,  which  were  not  represented  from  a 
misapprehension  of  the  time  of  the  meeting  of 
the  convention,  express  their  delibearte  opinion 
that  the  existing  distress  is  attributable  to  the 
Executive  measures,  and  their  necessary  con 
sequences.  New  Jersey  might  be  properly 
called  the  State  of  beautiful  villages.  They  are 
now  all,  with  more  or  less  intensity,  sharing 
the  pervading  distress  so  unwisely  and  unne 
cessarily  brought  upon  our  country.  In  the 
lately  flourishing  and  enterprising  town  of  Pat- 
terson, I  understand  that,  of  twenty  manufacto- 
ries, only  two  are  in  operation;  and  that  stout, 
able-bodied  men,  willing  and  anxious  by  their 
labor  to  earn  an  honest  subsistence,  have  been 
driven  upon  the  eleemosynary  support  which 
is  to  be  obtained  in  Poor  houses. 

The  convention  denounce  the  scheme  of  a 
metallic  circulation,  as  wild,  visionary,  and  im- 
practicable. It  is  not  more  visionary  than  it  is 
deceptive.  It  has  been  an  after-thought  alto- 
gether. Neither  in  the  celebrated  paper,  read 
to  the  Cabinet  by  the  President,  nor  in  the  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  his 
reasons  for  the  removal  of  the  deposites  was 
such  a  project  hinted  at.  They  promised  a  better 
currency,  but  it  was  one  to  be  furnished  by  lo- 
cal banks.  Such  is  the  real  scheme  now  in  con- 
templation     But  to  deceive  the  people,  this  no- 
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tion  of  a  metallic  currency  is  put  forth;  and 
what  has  been  the  necessary  consequence  ?— 
The  people  bave  become  distrustful  of  all  bank 
notes.  Seeing1  those  who  speak  the  Executive 
sentiments  decrying1  all  bank  notes,  they  have 
lost  the  confidence  of  the  people.  Not  know- 
ing how  soon  they  are  to  be  put  down,  the  hol- 
ders of  them  have  hastened  to  exchange  them 
for  the  medium  which  they  have  supposed  is 
shortly  to  become  the  only  medium,  and  to 
hoard  it.  This  has  occasioned  runs  upon  the 
banks;  and  these  runs  have  exploded  some  and 
threatened  others.  This  has  produced  a  panic; 
and  those  are  answerable  for  it,  who  ought  to 
know  how  impossible  it  is,  in  the  present  state 
of  credit  and  of  the  commercial  world,  to  dis- 
continue the  use  of  a  convertible  paper,  and  yet 
have  idly  proposed  a  plan  of  an  exclusive  specie 
circulation. 

Mr.  President,  the  drama  is  hastening  to  its 
denouement,  and  a  new  scene  has  opened  in 
the  Executive  protest.  Our  difficulties  are  thick- 
ening and  increasing  upon  us;  but  I  rejoice  that 
the  spirit  of  the  country  is  also  raising,  and  that 
of  the  Senate  is  strong,  elastic,  and  unabated. 
I  have  understood  that,  in  a  conversation  with 
the  late  King  of  Spain,  theCountde  Survilliers, 
the  President  stated  to  the  brother  of  Napoleon, 
that  he  had  made  the  Emperor  of  France  his 
model.  There  is  one  incident  in  the  life  of  the 
illustrious  Chiet  of  the  French  Empire  that  I 
hope  the  President  does  not  mean  to  attempt  to 
imitate.  I  trust  that  the  first  Consul  has  no 
design  to  disprese  tho  Council  of  Five  Hundred, 
or  of  forty-eight,  by  the  bayonet.  1  have  been 
that  very  lately  the  Clerks  in  the  several  de- 
departments  have  been  required  to  renew  their 
official  oaths.  For  what  purpose?  1  must,  in 
candor,  say,  that  I  have  as  yet  no  serious  ap 
prehensions  of  a  forcible  dissolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate. The  army  and  navy,  thank  God,  are  sound 
and  patriotic  to  the  core.  They  will  not  allow 
themselves  to  be  servile  instruments  of  Trea- 
son, Usurpation,  and  the  overthrow  of  Civil 
Liberty,  if  any  such  designs  now  exist.  And  if 
the  President  marches  at  the  head  of  either  or 
both  of  h'i3  Cabinets  to  put  down  the  Senate, 
I  think  our  Sergeant  at-Arms,  with  his  assistants, 
can  repel,  capture,  and  give  a  good  account  of 
the  invading  foe. 

I  second  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  New 
Jersey  to  print  and  refer  the  proceedings  which 
he  has  presented. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  wished  to  know  what  the 
convention  was  called  for,  and  the  manner  in 
which  the  delegates  were  chosen  by  the  peo- 
ple. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  had  stated  the  particulars 
already,  but  would  repeat  them.  Previous  to 
the  time  when  the  convention  met,  there  had 
been  a  variety  of  meetings  in  various  parts  of 
the  State.  A  number  of  memorials  from  these 
meeting  had  been  presented  to  the  Senate. 
There  was  then  another  meeting  to  appoint 
delegates  to  meet  at  Trenton,  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
country.  Among  them  were  several  men  who 
had  usually  been  favorable  to  the  present  ad- 


ministration, and  the  principal  had  given  his 
vote  for  Andrew  Jackson  at  the  last  election. 
He  hoped  this  matter  was  now  sufficiently  ex- 
plained. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  understood  the  matter.  There 
had  been  several  meetings  for  the  purpose  of 
forwarding  memorials  to  Congress;  and,  to  give 
to  their  proceeding  a  greater  dignity,  they 
had  selected  delegates  to  vote  at  Trenton,  who 
called  themselves  the  delegates  of  the  people, 
and  sent  a  memorial  hither. 

Mr.  FOR3Y  TH  said,  gentlemen  would  recol- 
lect the  words  of  »he  poet, 
"Thrice  is  he  armed  who  hath  his  quarrel  just." 
The  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  forgotten 
what  Mr.  F.  had  said,  which  was  the  occasion 
of  Mr.  C.'s  reply.  Mr.  C.  had  represented 
Mr.  F.  ;is  ascribing  to  the  President  the  de- 
claration, that  Senators  ought  to  have  obeyed 
their  instructions.  The  President  had  not  said 
so,  but  on  the  contrary,  he  had  expressly  dis- 
claimed giving  any  opinion  as  to  the  duties  of 
those  gentlemen,  and  it  was  an  act  of  injustice 
to  the  President  to  charge  him  with  having  said 
that  Senators  out  ht  to  obey  their  instructions. 

Mr.  F.  would  say  one  word  in  reply  to  the 
Senator  from  Maryland,  in  regard  to  the  reli- 
gion of  the  late  assembly  in  Baltimore.  He 
understood  that  the  Senator  was  among  them. 
[Mr.  Chambers  said  he  was  not.]  Mr.  F.under- 
sioodthatit  was  a  factious  exhibition  of  a  faction, 
and  nothing  but  faction  had  bro't  them  togeth- 
er in  the  streets  of  Baltimore,  to  present  such 
an  exhibition  as  there  was  three  days  ago.  The 
Senator  thought  that  this  was  evidence  that  the 
people  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  Mary- 
land, were  with  them  in  opinion;  but  if  it  were 
so  now,  it  had  not  been  before.  Great  cities 
had  been  uniformly,  with  two  or  three  excep- 
tions, in  opposition  to  the  feelings  of  the  State, 
and  he  trusted  that  they  would  still  be  control- 
led by  the  power  of  the  people  of  the  States. 
Mr.  F.  in  alluding  to  the  assemblage  at  Balti- 
more, said,  as  we  understood  him,  that  they 
had  almost  committed  treason;  and  he  held  in 
his  hand  a  paper  from  Baltimore,  published  in 
the  midst  of  the  excitement,  containing  an  edi- 
torial article  well  calculated  to  confirm  the 
charge,  that,  to  use  the  celebrated  expression 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  near  him,  they 
had  at  least  been  guilty  of  "moral  treason." 

The  lion.  Senator  continued — "Relief  or  rev- 
olution." Our  ancestors  obtained  their  rights 
by  the  sword;  what  could  the  writer  of  the 
article  he  had  just  read  mean  then,  but  that 
if  Congress  did  not  succumb,  the  sword  was  to 
be  used  on  this  occa-oin?  There  were  no  overt 
acts;  it  was  true  the  parties  took  care  to  avoid 
them;  but  they  committed  moral  treason,  and 
the  result  would  be  as  it  had  been  before,  that 
they  would  be  looked  down  by  the  indignant 
eye  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Georgia,  has,  at  last,  found  a  habitation 
and  a  home  for  his  "faction" — his  "something, 
not  treason,  but  just  like  treason  ;"  he  has  locat- 
ed the  scene  in  my  State,  and  the  actors  are  my 
constituents.  The  Senator  alludes  to  the  proceed- 
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ings  of  the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  on  Sunday  last. 
Sir,  amongst  the  gentlemen  in  that  assemblage, 
were  many  of  my  earliest,  and  most  esteemed 
friends  many  of  whose  friendship  and  respect  any 
man  may  be  proud  to  boast;  many  whose  charac- 
ter, whether  for  intellectual,  moral.or  even  religi- 
ous attainment,will  compare  with  any  equal  num- 
ber in  any  community;  men  who  would  spurn  the 
imputation  of  riotous,  factious,  almost  treasona- 
ble conduct. 

[Mr.  Forsyth  disclaimed  having  applied  the 
term  "almost  treason"  to  that  meeting. 

Mr:  Chambers  said,  where  does  the  Senator 
find  treason  ?  I  ask  for  the  persons  and  the  oc- 
casion intended  by  the  remark. 

Mr.  Forsyth  here  made  some  explanation, 
which  was  not  distinctly  heard,  and  concluded 
by  reading  a  paragraph  from  a  Baltimore  news- 
paper.] 

Mr.  Chambers  resumed.  The  Senator's  trea- 
son, then,  has  no  existence  but  in  his  imagina- 
tion. Sir,  I  tell  the  Senator  he  is  as  wide  of  the 
true  character  of  the  gentlemen  of  Baltimore, 
when  he  describes  them  as  riotous  and  factious, 
and  violators  of  the  Sabbath,  as  he  would  be 
were  he  to  call  them  traitors.  I  had  the  best 
means  of  ascertaining  who  composed  the  "fac- 
tious crowd"  of  the  Senator.  I  was  also  hurry- 
ing on  to  resist  the  aggression  upon  this  body, 
to  take  my  seat  on  this  floor,  and  receive  my 
portion  of  the  lecture  administered  to  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  by  Executive  majesty,  in 
this  novel  thing  called  a  "protest."  Having  been 
in  the  city  a  few  minutes  after  the  scene  which 
the  Senator  describes  as  factious,  riotous,  and 
not  treasonable,  I  can  tell  him  that  I  found  there 
some  of  those  who  had  been  leaders,  ardent  and 
influential  leaders,  in  the  cause  of  his  hero ; 
some  who  had  been  loud  in  his  praise,  who  had 
enlisted  their  affections  and  their  passions,  whose 
judgments  were  scarcely  within  the  reach  of  fact 
or  argument,  but  upon  whom  the  events  of  the 
last  few  weeks,  and  more  especially,  the  events 
of  the  last  few  days,  have  not  produced  the  most 
wholesome  influence.  The  scales  of  error  have 
fallen  from  their  eyes ;  they  see,  and  they  deplore 
the  rashness  and  the  danger  of  confiding  power 
to  hands  not  only  incompetent,  but  dangereous 
They  see,  and  they  deplore,  that  artful  and 
wicked  men  are  carrying  out  their  desperate  and 
destructive  purposes,  under  the  sanction  of  that 
popularity  which  they  have  assisted  to  build  up 
for  him  who  is  the  cloak  and  the  shield  to  this 
irresponsible  power  behind  the  throne. 

Sir,  I  wish  the  Senator  from  Georgia  could 
have  had  the  same  opportunity  to  witness  the 
spirit  that  pervaded  the  citizens  of  Baltimore.  He 
would  have  been  reminded  of  the  best  days  of 
the  republic.  He  would  have  heard  the  pure  and 
unadulterated  sentiments  of  patriotism,  the  most 
anxious  and  deep-toned  solicitude  for  the  sacred 
institutions  of  our  country — the  most  anxious 
apprehensions  for  the  free  republican  principles 
of  our  glorious  Constitution — the  most  trembling 
alarm  at  the  threatened  blow  to  the  majesty  of 
the  laws.  He  would  have  found  these  feelings 
deeply  agitating  the  bosoms  of  men  who  have 
most  stake  in  society,  who   have  long  lived   in 


the  community  which  they  honor,  respected  and 
beloved  for  their  intelligence,  and  their  social 
domestic,  and  personal  virtues ;  and  he  would 
have  found,  too,  that  so  pervading  and  intense 
was  this  feeling,  that  its  expression  was  not  re- 
strained even  on  the  Sabbath,  in  a  community 
where,  and  by  those  whom  the  sanctity 
of  that  day  is  regarded  with  as  much  reverence 
as  by  any  community.  It  requires  more  self- 
control  than  I  possess,  to  sit  quietly  in  my  chair, 
and  hear  imputed  to  such  men,  the  character 
given  by  the  Senator  from  Georgia. 

But,  sir,  it  is  the  language  which  has  always 
been  applied  by  those  who  have  usurped  power, 
and  ever  will  be.  The  bold  and  acknowledged 
conqueror,  who  openly  seize  upon  the  Govern- 
ment and  claims  to  control  its  whole  action, 
breathes  slaughter  and  extermination  to  all  who 
dare  resist  his  claims,  and  executes  his  threat 
upon  the  pretext  of  subduing  treason  and  rebel- 
lion; and  his  bayonets  are  the  correctives  for  fac- 
tion and  treason.  He  who,  by  the  slow  but  more 
fatal  process  of  corruption  and  gradual  approach 
to  despotism,  would  subdue  resistance  from  free- 
men, will  make  the  creatures  of  his  power  the 
executioners  of  his  will.  He  who  dares  sound 
the  alarm,  must  be  denounced  as  an  enemy  to 
God  and  man.  The  voice  of  freedom,  the  man- 
ly remonstrance  of  patriotism,  will  be  sedition, 
riot,  faction — now  "almost,"  and  anon  "altogeth- 
er," treason.  Yes,  sir,  the  noble,  the  glorious 
resistance  of  our  gallant  ancestors,  in  17,76,  was 
''faction" — was  "treason."  King  George  III., 
and  his  Secretaries,  and  those  who  claimed  for 
him  the  right  to  possess  and  control  the  revenues 
of  his  American  colonies,  thought  the  assembla- 
ges of  our  Revolutionary  patriarchs  factious,  re- 
bellious ,  treasonable.  Those  which  were  held 
on  Sunday  were  thought  impious,  and  the  of- 
fence against  the  Deity  of  Heaven  was  certainly 
not  the  less  aggravated  because  it  was  in  union 
with  an  offence  against  an  idol  scarcely  less 
reverenced  by  those  who  worshipped  him.  Sir, 
for  one,  I  trust  and  hope  we  shall  long  witness 
such  rebellion  ;  I  trust  and  hope  that  the 
same  treason  which  led  our  patriot  sires  to  bold 
and  successful  resistance  against  lawless  usurpa- 
tion, will  animate  their  sons  to  similar  resistance. 
It  is  my  deep  conviction,  that  such 'is  to  be  the 
issue.  The  people  may  be  deluded,  but  they  are 
pure  in  purpose;  they  are  awakening  to  a,  true 
conception  of  their  danger.  Thus  aroused,  they 
will  inform  themselves;  and  understanding,  they 
will,  with  resistless  might,  drive  out  those  faith- 
less agents  who  have  betrayed  their  confidence. 

In  a  Government  where  the  laws  themselves 
do  not  open  to  the  people  an  avenue  by  which 
they  can  arrive  at  a  desired  result  of  correction, 
there  must,  in  such  a  case,  be  revolution  and 
bloodshed.  The  people  cannot,  in  whatever 
numbers,  speak  in  terms,  which,  by  the  regu- 
lar action  of  the  laws ,  will  peaceably  control  or 
remove  the  offending  rulers.  The  Emperor  or 
the  King  is  not  periodically  elevated  to  the 
throne  by  the  suffrages  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  and  no  resort  is  had  to  their  will  to  de- 
termine his  continuance.  Here  we  are  yet  hap- 
pily in   possession  of  legal  means  to   dethrone 
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our  rulers  peaceably  and  effectually.  The  bal- 
lot box  is  a  weapon  not  less  efficient  in  the  U. 
States  than  the  sword  and  the  bayonet  in  Eu- 
rope. This  will  restrain  our  people  in  the  most 
violent  excitement.  It  has  restrained  them  when 
nothing  beside  could  have  prevented  violence. 
The  just  sense  of  outrage  and  injury  inflicted 
upon  the  purity  of  our  institutions  and  the  sanc- 
tity of  our  laws,  the  high  claims  to  arbitrary 
power,  and  the  wide-spread,  withering  ruin 
which  has  been  effected  in  execution  of  these 
pretensions,  would  have  driven  any  other  peo- 
ple to  revolution,  to  violence,  and  forcible  re- 
sistance, and  thousands  of  American  patriots 
would  this  day  be  in  arms  to  rescue  the  Consti- 
tution and  the  laws,  but  for  the  conviction  that 
a  bloodless  battle  and  certain  victory  may  be 
gained  by  the  surer,  safer  means  of  elections. 

I  say,  then,  to  all  who  desire  to  live  and  die 
in  the  freedom  which  the  peril  and  blood  of  our 
ancestors  have  purchased;  who  mean  to  resist 
the  approach  of  despotism  at  that  point  at  which 
alone  it  can  be  resisted — its  beginning — you 
who  will  have  your  public  agents  to  administer 
their  trusts  according  to  the  laws  you  have  pre- 
scribed for  their  conduct;  who  do  not,  in  short, 
design  to  have  all  power  concentrated  in  one 
man;  to  all  such,  I  would  say,  admonish  your 
confiding  neighbor  of  the  existing  danger; 
spread  before  his  prejudiced  mind  the  evident 
tokens  of  the  slow  poison  which  his  political 
doctrine  is  infusing  into  the  system;  urge  him 
to  throw  aside  the  shackles  of  party,  and  to  look 
beyond  the  interests  of  one  man,  or  even  one 
party,  and  regard  the  great  interests  of  the  na- 
tion— its  fundamental  principles  of  Government, 
its  past  history  and  practice,  the  pure  and  sim- 
ple doctrines  of  former  republican  Presidents , 
of  our  Washington,  our  Jefferson,  our  Madison; 
their  acknowledged  obligation  to  the  laws  made 
by  the  legitimate  organs  of  the  people  and  the 
States;  their  cautious  abstinence  from  the  exer- 
cise of  any  questionable  power;  their  anxious 
regard  and  respect  for  the  authority  of  Con- 
gress; and  their  devotion  for  the  sacred  restrain- 
ing principles  which  the  Constitution  has  de- 
clared shall  mark  the  limit  of  their  authority. — 
Look  to  the  healthful  action  of  the  system  un- 
der such'a  course  of  wise  administration;  look 
to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  country; 
the  wealth  and  abundance  which  blessed  us; 
the  peace,  happiness,  and  contentment  which 
abounded  in  our  borders;  the  march  of  intellect 
and  science — and  then,  when  filled  with  this 
contemplation,  point  him  to  the  gloomy,  dreary 
prospect  which  now  every  where  assails  his  as 
tonished  vision;  to  a  scene  in  contrast  with  all 
he  has  ever  seen  or  known  before;  and  then  tell 
him,  a»d  tell  him  truly,  the  wretchedness,  and 

} poverty,  and  misery  you  witness,  is  the  fatal  ef- 
fect of  one  man's  folly  and  passion.  The  rem- 
edy will  be  applied,  not  by  faction  or  "almost 
treason."  It  may  be  that,  yielding  to  those  im- 
pulses which  are  strongly  implanted  in  the  hu- 
man breast,  a  sense  of  unprovoked  injury  may 
drive  individuals  who  have  been  deprived  of 
the  very  means  of  subsistence ,  who  witness  the 
cries  of  naked  children  for  bread,  and  see  the 


tear  of  distress  in  the  eye  of  a  wife,  silently  suf- 
fering the  agonies  of  starvation,  or  the  scarcely 
less  intolerable  agony  of  living  upon  cold  chari- 
ty, to  occasional  bursts  of  desperation  and  vio- 
lence. These  will  be  repressed ,  and  men  will 
not  prefer  unlawful  means  to  accomplish  what 
they  may  rightfully  effect. 

The  Senator  from  Georgia  has  visited  Phila- 
delphia,and  I  have  smiled  to  hear  the  history  of  his 
hopes  and  his  speculations.  He  thinks  nine-tenths 
of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  will  sustain  thejPres 
ident!  He  admits  that  in  Philadelphia  all  is  lost. 
I  am  sure  the  Senator  was  in  a  society  there 
somewhat  new  to  him.  Of  his  former  associ- 
ates, he  could  scarcely  find  one  remaining  in  the 
faith  he  holds.  His  means  of  information  were 
probably  limited — perhaps  confided  to  those  who 
have  the  same  easy  faith  with  himself  in  this  be- 
half. Why,  sir,  the  people  in  the  cities  are  the 
same  sort  of  people  as  those  in  the  country. 
On  any  great  question  of  political  power  or-  po- 
litical propriety,  they  have  the  same  feelings, 
and  will  have  the  same  judgment.  It  is  true,  in 
cities  where  the  population  is  so  dense,  men 
confer  more  rapidly,  and  come  to  their  conclu- 
sions in  masses  more  promptly.  When  convic- 
tion of  error  is  felt,  the  good  work  of  reforma- 
tion is  commenced ;  but  there  is  a  strong  ob- 
stacle still  to  its  consummation.  In  the  cities, 
the  cotemporaneous  acknowledgment  of  error 
renders  the  condition  of  each  individual  less  of- 
fensive, by  exposing  his  pride — the  fatal  sin  of 
our  nature — to  fewer  and  less  mortifying  attacks 
from  those  who  remain  obdurate.  It  requires  a 
degree  of  moral  courage,  not  always  found,  even 
with  honest  men,  to  come  out  alone  and  single- 
handed  to  renounce  further  communion  with  a 
creed,  the  doctrines  of  which  are  far  from  accep- 
table. 

Has  the  honorable  Senator  ever  felt  such  a 
sentiment?  Has  he  never  persevered  in  the  de- 
fence of  a  political  tenet,  because  from  the  high 
elevation  on  which  he  stands  before  the  Ameri- 
can people  and  the  world,  he  was  unwilling  to 
wound  his  pride  by  the  acknowledgment  of  error? 
In  matters  of  pecuniary  interest,  where  the 
real  or  supposed  advantages  of  city  and  country 
are  in  opposition,  they  will  differ  ;  but  on  great 
political  doctrines  they  will  think  alike.  The 
hopes  of  the  Senator  are  delusive  ;  they  prove 
that  those  in  power — misused  and  abused  power 
— are  the  last  to  see  and  know  the  real  state  of 
popular  sentiment.  One  would  think  that  facts 
of  recent  occurrence  would  open  the  eyes  of  those 
who  are  not  willfully  blinded.  Is  the  voice  of 
New  York  unheard— that  glorious  voice,  re- 
sponsive to  the  claims  of  patriotism  and  the 
principles  of  constitutional  law  ?  Are  the  elec- 
tions in  Virginia  regarded  ?  or  in  Maine,  and 
every  State  in  which  they  have  been  very  late- 
ly held  ?  In  every  great  contest  for  civil  liberty, 
the  city  and  the  country  had  agreed.  They  did 
so  in  1776,  when  the  Executive  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment claimed  dominion  over  the  purse,  as 
well  as  the  sword.  They  will  not  do  less  now 
when  the  same  claim  is  preferred. 

Sir,  I  rose  only  to  give  expression  to  a  feeling 
which  could  not  be  repressed  when  friends  dear 
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o  me  were  assailed.  The  feebleness  of  my  ef- 
fort to  vindicate  them  will  he  abundantly  sup- 
plied by  their  virtues,  which  have  attracted  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  the  community  in  which 
they  live. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  replied,  stating  that  he  had 
no  intention  to  call  in  question  the  religiousness 
or  respectability  of  the  individuals  who  were 
present  at  that  meeting1.  He  should  not  have 
done  so,  for  he  understood  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor to  have  been  among  them. 

[Mr.  CHAMBERS  said:  No,  sir,  I  was  not 
there;  I  should  have  been  proud  to  have  been 
among  them.] 

Mr.  F.  resumed.  He  was  of  opinion  that 
nothing  but  a  spirit  of  faction  could  have 
prompted  them  to  make  such  an  exhibition  on 
the  Sabbath  day.  It  was  a  well  known  fact 
that  the  city  of  Philadelphia  had  always  acted 
in  opposition  to  the  rest  of  Pennsylvania.  Now, 
as  to  the  expression  which  he  had  made  use  of 
— that  they  had  "almost  committed  treason," 
he  spoke  not  of  the  acts,  but  of  the  indications 
of  a  design  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  act, 
not  against  the  Senate,  but  to  compel  Congress 
to  act. 

[Mr.  CLAY  said:  Not  against  the  Senate?] 
Mr.  F.  continued.    No;  but  against  Congress. 
He  had  a  paper  in  his  hand,    and  it  was   pub  . 
lished  amidst  the  excitement,  either  on  Sunday 
or  the  next  day. 

[Here  Mr.  F.  read  two  or  three  passages 
from  a  Baltimore  print,  setting  forth  in  strong 
terms  the  cause  which  the  people  have  to  de- 
fend— one,  resembling  that  for  which  their  an- 
cestors fought,  and  who  had  sheathed  their 
swords  only  when  they  had  gained  freedom 
The  President  and  Congress  could  relieve  the 
people,  and,  if  they  did  not,  revolution  must 
come,  &c] 

Mr.  F.  proceeded.  Was  there  any  other 
meaning  intended  by  that  language  than  this, 
that,  unless  Congress  proposed  to  grant  relief, 
by  succumbing  to  the  bank,  revolution  must 
come?  No  overt  acts,  it  had  been  said,  were 
committed  ,  but  moral  treason  had  been  indulg- 
ed in;  and  such  a  course  of  conduct,  he  was 
sure,  would  be  looked  down  upon,  by  the  in- 
dignant eye  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  CHAMBERS  said:  I  must  insist  on  the 
correction  to  which  the  remarks  of  the  Senator 
are  subject.  He  tells  us  that  the  history  of  the 
country  presents  no  parallel  to  the  present 
times;  that  such  excitement  has  been  unknown; 
that  no  instance  has  occurred  where  men  of 
intellectual,  moral,  and  religious  character  had 
yielded  to  feelings,  which  could  not  be  re- 
strained, on  the  Sabbath. 

Sir,  I  repeat,  there  has  been  such  a  period  in 
our  history;  a  period  when  the  hand  of  power 
assumed  the  "custody  and  control"  of  our 
property  as  the  hand  of  power  now  assumes; 
when  arbitrary  power,  in  volution  of  an  un- 
written Constitution  seized  upon  the  public  re- 
venue, as  arbitrary  power  now  seizes  upon  the 
public  revenue  in  violation  of  our  written  Con- 
stitution and  laws.  The  noble  spirit  of  the 
Whigs  of  that  day  was  excited;  they  knew  that, 


if  not  resisted,  the  lawless  pretension  to  control 
their  money  and  property  would  end  in  the  de» 
struction  of  all  liberty;  they  met  the  approach 
of  despotism  at  its  first  step.  The  same  spirit 
is  now  excited,  the  same  determined  resistance 
will  oppose  the  first  dawnings  of  despotism  now. 
Does  the  honorable  Senator  rebuke  the  spirit 
of  '76,  because  it  led  his  ancestors  and  mine  to 
meet  on  Sunday,  to  talk  on  Sunday,  or  even  to 
fight  and  conquer  battles  on  Sunday?  No,  sir, 
they  believed  it  was  "acceptable  service"  to 
carry  on  the  good  work  by  using  Sunday,  when 
an  occasion  presented  on  that  day,  which  could 
not  be  found  on  any  other  day. 

Sir,  the  people  of  Baltimore  who  are  censured 
by  the  Senator,  believe  that  a  struggle  is  now 
going  on,  as  essentially  vital  to  their  liberties  as 
the  struggle  in  '76;  they  believe  this  as  consci- 
entiously as  they  believe  in  their  obligations  to 
their  God,  and  to  the  day  which  he  has  sancti- 
fied. The  Senator  does  not  perceive  it.  Quite 
possible.  The  ministers  of  the  King,  and  his 
partisans  and  supporters,  in  '76,  did  not  per- 
ceive usurpation  then.  The  excitement  of  the 
people  was  rebuked;  it  was  "senseless  ery," 
"faction,"  almost  and  altogether  treason.  It 
must  be  so  now,  and  the  experience  of  all  ages 
and  nations  presented  precisely  this  difference 
of  sentiment  and  language  between  the  friends 
of  power,  and  the  friends  of  liberty  and  the 
law.  The  Whigs  of  76  could  not  correct  their 
rulers  by  the  ballot  box,  and  they  resorted  to 
the  only  weapon  which  could  give  them  re- 
dress. Thanks  to  their  patriotism  and  their 
wisdom  for  the  better  condition  in  which  we 
live.  The  ballot  box  is  now  effective,  and  no- 
thing else  could,  at  this  moment,  avert  a  civil 
war.  Sir,  if  it  were  not  for  the  abiding  convic- 
tion that  a  peaceable  mode  of  effectual  redress 
is  open  to  the  people,  it  is  my  confirmed  be- 
lief they  would  at  this  moment  be  in  arms.  It 
is  not  in  human  nature — I  care  not  how  refined 
or  cultivated — to  witness  the  prostration  of 
their  fortunes,  the  sudden  annihilation  of  their 
hopes,  the  daily  regular  approach  to  penury 
and  want;  themselves,  and  those  more  dear  to 
them,  denied  their  daily  bread  for  their  daily 
labor,  and  to  feel  and  know  that  it  is  the  work 
of  arbitrary  power  grasping  at  the  vjtaU  of  that 
Constitution  and  the  laws  which  they  hold  sa- 
cred. It  is  not  in  human  nature  that  men,  free 
men,  should  thus  observe,  and  feel,  without 
adopting  the  appropriate  means  of  redress. 

The  appropriate  mode  of  redress  is  undoubt- 
edly by  a  calm,  but  firm  and  animated  express- 
ion of  the  popular  will,  by  exciting  a  just  indig- 
nation against  the  measures  which  produce  the 
evil,  and  by  concentrating  the  effective  power  of 
the  people  at  the  polls.  This  was  what  the  cit- 
izens of  Baltimore  are  disposed  to  do,  and  in  due 
time  they  will  give  us  very  satisfactory  evidences 
of  it. 

I  thouught  the  terms  employed  by  the  Senator 
from  Georgia  in  reference  to  this  meeting,  any 
thing  but  just.  I  am  glad  to  hear  him  qualify 
them.  The  community  to  which  the  gentleman 
composing  the  meeting  belonged,  is  as  moral 
and   religious  as  any    other  ;    the    gentlemen 
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themselves  were  many  of  them  from  the  most  es-  I  once,  that  in  this  the  President  had  committed 
timable  ranks  in  that  community;  men  with  a  gross  and  palpable  abuse  of  the  privileges  of 
whom  the  Senator  from  Georgia  may  consider  if.    this  House. 


hi*  pride  as  I  consider  it  an  honor,'  to  associate 
as  acquaintances  and  friends. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said  the  reference  of  the 
gentleman  reminded  him  of  a  piece  of  informa- 
tion he  had  lately  received.  He  thought  it  had 
been  said  that  the  people  of  Philadelphia  were 
those  who  had  suffered  the  most  from  the  late 
pecuniary  pressure,  yet  he  learned  to  his  satis- 
faction, that  the  last  session  was  the  only  one 
in  which  committees  of  charity  had  not  travelled 
round  to  collect  contributions  to  clothe  and  feed 
the  distressed. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  the  whole  country  was 
in  Buch  a  state  of  extreme  suffering,  as  to  render 
it  almost  impossible  to  collect  money  for  chari- 
table objects. 

Mr.  CLAY  observed,  that  he  rose  with  a  good 
deal  of  reluctance,  but  since  he  found  such  addi- 
tional arguments  from  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia, (Mr.  Forsyth,)  he  should  make  a  few  ob- 
servations only  out  of  respect  to  him.  The  gen- 
tleman has  announced  that  the  President  has  not 
one  dollar  of  the  public  money  in  his  possession. 
True,  sir,  the  money  in  the  hands  of  these  selec- 
ted banks  is  all  gone.  Considering  the  analogies 
of  history,  it  will  be  seen ,  in  the  manner  the  Ex- 
ecutive is  moving  on  to  despotism,  how  remark- 
ably striking  they  are. 

When  a  celebrated  ancestor  of  the  honora- 
ble Senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Preston) 
once  remarked  on  the  floor  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Virginia,    that   Caesar   had    found  a 
Brutus  and    Charles  a   Cromwell,    the    cry  of 
treason  resounded;  and  now  we  are  told  by  a  no 
less  loyal  supporter  of  the  Chief  Magistrate, 
that  we  are  committing  treason.  Treason,  Sir! 
When  and  where,  and  against  whom  ?     Why, 
be  had   hoped  that  treason  consisted   only  in 
some  overt  act,  as  it  was  defined  in  the  Consti- 
tution; but  now,   it   seems  that  treason  can  be 
committed  against  one  of  the  parts  of  this'Go- 
vernment.     In  the   Reign  of  Terror   we   had 
only  sedition;  but  now,  opposition  to  the  Pre- 
sident was  treason.     The   honorable  member, 
said,  Mr.  C,  tells  us  that  the   people  will  sus- 
tain the  acts  of  the  Executive,  and  that  we  shall 
see  it  when  the    people  come  to   a  decision. 
The  gentleman  might  have  taken  lessons  from 
the  recent  results  of  the   elections  both  in  the 
North  and  in  the  South;  and  yet  one  of  his  most 
constant  arguments    is  to   tell  us   of  what  he 
hopes  from  the  people.     He  may  yet  have  to 
place  himself  in  the  anxious  seat  of  the  con- 
stituents of  the   member  from    Maryland,  and, 
like  them,  repent  the   support  he  hasjjiven  to 
those  who  have  brought  such  disasters  on  the 
country. 

With  respect  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
latures of  New  Jersey  and  Maine,  the  President 
records  them  in  his  Protest  as  a  censure  of  the 
Senators  from  those  States,  and  asks  the  Senate 
to  record  them  on  their  journals  as  authentic; 
yet  all  this  is  not  to  be  taken  as   a  rebuke    of 


He  rose  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  if 
he  had  done  him  justice  in  relation  to  the  con- 
versation he  had  referred  to  as  having  taken 
place  between  the  President  and  the  Ex-King 
of  Spain.  The  President  said  he  had  made  the 
Ex-Emperor  Napoleon  his  model.  Now  he, 
(Mr.  C .)  did  not  say  that  he  feared  that  the 
President  could  use  the  army  and  navy  to  dis- 
perse the  National  Legislature;  but  that  he  had 
too  much  confidence  in  the  patriotism  of  the 
army  and  navy  to  fear  that  they  could  be  used 
for  any  such  purpose.  On  the  contrary,  he  said 
that  two  of  the  officers  of  that  House  would  be 
sufficient  to  meet  any  force  that  could  be  sent. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  he  was  very  sorry  to 
be  compelled  to  rise  again  on  this  question.  But 
circumstances  had  come  within  his  own  knowl- 
edge,   which  he  deemed  it  necessary  to  men. 
tion.     When  he  arrived  in  Philadelphia,  on  his 
return  to  Washington,  he  received  information 
of  the  very  extraordinary  communication  sent 
by  the  President  to  the   Senate;  and   certainly 
all  that  he  conversed  with,  viewed  it  with  the 
utmost  alarm  and  disapprobation.     When  he 
arrived  in  Baltimore,    he  found  multitudes  of 
people  in  the  streets,  certainly  not  assembled  in 
a  riotous  manner,  but  evincing  a  deep   state  of 
feeling  from  some  great  cause.    When  the  boat 
arrived  at  the  wharf,  a  gentleman  came  forward 
and  introduced  one  venerable  man,  who  ad- 
dressed him,  by  saying,  "I  am  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  you  may  be  surprised 
to  see  me  in  the  crowd  on  sueh  a  day;  but  I  re- 
member that  we  had  no  Sundays  in  Revolution- 
ary times,  to   interfere   with    our  duty  to  our 
country.     We   know   that  our  liberties  are  in 
danger,  and  we  come  down  to  you  f  r  the  pur- 
pose of  making  you  acquainted  with  our  true 
situation,  and  to  ask  what  we  are  to  depend  on.' 
The  honorable  gentleman  says  this  crowd  was 
composed  of  men  influenced  by  the  exaspera- 
ted feelings  of  faction.     Was  there  no  feeling 
of  exasperation  separate  from  faction?     Did  the 
honorable   gentleman   never  hear  of  the  exas- 
perated feelings  of  patriotism?     And  did  these 
feelings  never  call  forth  crowds  to  assemble  in 
the  streets  even  on  Sunday?     With  what  eyes 
did  the  gentleman  look  on  the  many  who  meet 
on  every  day  of  the  week  through   the  whole 
Union ?     Were  they  exclusively  of  the  classes 
of  one  particular  party.     He  must  know  that 
these  masses  were   collected  by  a  general  feel- 
ing of  oppression.     Did  the  gentleman  never 
see  such  crowds  collected  at  a  steamboat  wharf 
that  he  could  not  get  through   without  being 
jostled?    So  far  as  he  (Mr.  W.)  was  concerned, 
it  was  a  matter  of  no  importance.    But  so  far 
as  the  city  of  Baltimore  was  concerned,  which 
was  behind  no  city  in  the  Union  for  high  patri- 
otism, intelligence,   moral  worth,  and  religous 
feeling,  the  observations  of  the  gentleman  de- 
served some  rebuke. 

Tie   honorable   gentleman  seemed  to  have 


those  members  for  their  votes  in  the  Senate.--   in   his  eye  some  terra  incognita,  out  of  which 
Why,  the  honorable  gentleman   might  see,  at   that  great   voice  is  to  come,  which  is  to  settle 
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this  great  question  in  favor  of  the  administra- 
tion. He  himself  decides  that  this  terra  incog- 
nita was  not  on  the  sea  coast  (and  he  knew  in 
this  he  was  correct)  for  from  Maine  to  South 
Carolina,  that  feeling  *hich  the  gentleman  calls 
exasperation  and  faction  the  people  call  patri- 
otism-a  sen-e  of  injury  and  oppression. 
Where  then  is  the  terra  incognita  to  be  found? 
The  gentleman  said  that  Philadelphia  always 
thought  against  Pennsylvania,  but  recent  events 
seemed  to  incline  the  gentleman  to  think  that 
all  great  cities  differed  with  the  country.  On 
the  great  question  which  now  agitates  the  peo- 
ple ,  he  apprehended  that  the  country  thought 
alike.  If  a  question  affected  the  cities  only, 
the  country  might,  from  not  understanding  it, 
view  it  in  a  different  light.  But  on  the  consti- 
tutional question,  whether  the  free  institutions 
of  the  country  are  to  be  preserved,  the  man 
that  is  the  most  deeply  interested  is  the  agri- 
culturist; and  if  the  inhabitant  of  the  cities  is 
the  earliest  to  move  in  it,  it  is  because  he  has 
the  earliest  means  of  information. 

Mr.  FOUSYTH  said  that  he  had  received  a 
very  different  account  of  the  meeting  at  Balti- 
more from  that  which  had  been  given  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts.  Ac- 
cording to  his  account  there  was  no  cheers  giv- 
en, no  cries  of  "Down  with  the  Tyrant — Down 
with  the  Usurper,"  and  no  voice  of  clamor  was 
heard.  No  :  but  all  was  peace,  peace— noth- 
ing but  a  spirit  of  calmness  pervaded  that  meet- 
ing. And  the  place  at  which  the  people  as- 
sembled was  particularly  appropriate — it  was 
at  the  door  of  a  public  hotel!  He  (Mr.  F.) 
hoped  he  did  know  the  difference  between  a 
spirit  of  faction  and  a  spirit  of  patriotism.  He 
judged  of  the  character  of  meetings  by  the  in- 
dications they  manifested;  and  he  would  tell 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  how  he  (Mr. 
F.)  looked  upon  crowds  which  gave  vent  to 
such  language,  and  conducted  themselves  as 
he  had  just  slated,  it  was  with  the  most  pro- 
found pity  and  feeling  of  regret.  When  he 
saw  crowds  parading  the  streets  and  huzzaing, 
he  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  it  was  conduct 
unbecoming  freemen.  He  would  say  to  them, 
"You  have  forgotten  it  is  your  power  which 
controls  i he  mighty  destinies  of  this  Union. 
You  have  forgotten  this,  and  have  degraded 
yourselves  by  imitating  the  conduct  of  the  brute 
rabble  in  the  old  country."  A  great  moral  re- 
volution, he  would  tell  the  people,  was  to  be 
effected  only  through  the  ballot  boxe?. 

The  honorable  Senator  had  said  that  he  (Mr. 
F)  was  mistaken  in  regard  to  what  he  stated 
respecting  Philadelphia  having  been  always 
opposed  to  the  rtst  of  the  State.  Now,  he 
(Mr.  F.)  thought  the  remark  universally  cor- 
rect ;  and  it  was  to  he  accounted  for  by  the 
great  mass  of  the  population  of  that  city  being 
dependent  for  their  daily  bread  upon  those  who 
were  at  present  exciting  them  in  defence  of  a 
great  moneyed  power.  But  go  into  the  coun- 
try and  ask  the  people  there  to  huzza  for  any 
body,  and  see  whether  they  would  do  it.  No, 
they  would  not.  He  had  seen  a  meeting  as- 
sembled for  the  purpose  of  receiving  General 


Washington — that  greatest  and  best  of  men, 
when  he  wa3  travelling  the  country,  and  at  that 
meeting  not  one  cheer  or  loud  huzza  wis  given. 
No,  they  looked  on  him  with  reverence,  and 
he  beheld  them  with  affection.  When  he 
reached  the  place  r.f  his  residence,  the  people 
went  to  him  and  took  him  by  the  hand,  as 
children  would  their  fathers.  No  outcries  were 
raised--none.  Tney  evinced  the  heartfelt  gra- 
titude of  freemen  in  a  very  different  way.  The 
h»n.  Senator  had  said  there  was  a  certain  terra 
incognita  from  which  a  certain  voice  was  to 
come.  The  gentleman  had  not  found  it,  al- 
though he  had  been  anticipating  it  for  years. 

He  (Mr.  F.)  alluded  to  that  part  of  the  country 
which  had  so  triumphantly  sustained  our  Chief 
Magistrate,  and  which ,  he  believed,  would 
sustain  him  again.  The  people  were  not  to  be 
deceived — they  would  not  be  diverted  from 
the  object  of  taeir  choice,  notwithstanding  the 
course  which  this  dignified  body  had  chosen  to 
pursue  against  the  President,  who  for  the  first 
time,  had  now  appealed  to  the  people.  That 
high  functionary  had  come  before  the  Senate 
with  a  mobt  respectful  statement  of  his  belief, 
that  they  had  transcended  their  authority.  And 
how  was  he  treated?  He  had  been  called  a  ty- 
rant and  an  usurper,  who  trampled  down  the 
Senate,  and  had  violated  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  Union.  This  was  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  been  assailed,  for  merely  asking 
that  his  message  should  be  put  upon  the  jour- 
nal of  the  Senate  along  with  the  resolutions 
that  had  been  passed,  censuring  his  conduct. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  could  not  withhold  his 
congratulations,  that  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia was  aDout  to  leave  his  party.  He  had 
grown  weary  of  the  hurras.  The  shouts  had 
become  unpleasant  to  his  ear.  Perhaps,  how- 
ever, this  was  because  his  partv  got  no  more  of 
these  shouts,  and  the  giapes  were  sour. 

The  memorials  were  read,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  and  ordered  to  be  prin- 
ted. 

SPECIAL  ORDER. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER'S  resolutions  on  the 
Manifesto  of  the  President,  were  now  taken  up. 
The  question  being  on  the  appeal  of  Mr.  Poin- 
dexter to  the  Senate,  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  that  Mr.  Forsyth's  amendment  was  in 
order- 

After  some  debate  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
was  reversed,  by  a  vote  of  26  to  17. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Benton,  Biack,  Forsyth,  Grun- 
dy, Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of 
Georgia,  Linn,  McKean,  Morris,  Robinson, 
Shepley,  Tipton,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright.— 17. 

]Says — Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Calhoun,  Cham- 
beis,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Frclinghuysen , 
Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Mangum,  Moore, 
Poindexter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Silsbee, 
Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson, 
Tyler,  Waggaman,  Webster.— 26. 

Mr.  CLAY  offered  the  following  substitute 
to  Mr.  Poindexter's  resolutions,  which  was 
ultimately  accepted  by  Mr.  Poindexter. 

Resolved,  That  the  Protest  communicated  to 
the  Senate  on  the  17th  inst.,  by  the  President 
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of  the  United  States',  asserts  powers,  as  belong- 
ing1 to  the  President,  which  are  inconsistent 
with  the  just  authority  of  the  tvro  Houses  ot 
Congress,  and  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution 
of  (he  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  while  the  Senate  is,  and  ever 
will  be,  ready  to  receive  from  the  President,  al! 
such  messages  and  communications  as  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws,  and  the  usual  course  of  pub- 
lic business  authorize  him  to  transmit  to  it,  yet 
it  cannot  recognize  any  right  in  him  to  make  'a 
formal  protest  against  votes  and  proceedings  of 
the  Senate,  declaring  such  votes  and  proceed- 
ings to  be  illegal  and  unconstitutional,  and  re- 
questing the  Senate  to  enter  such  protest  on  its 
journals. 

Resolved,  That  the  aforesaid  Protest  is  a  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  the  Senate;  and  that  it  be  not 
entered  on  the  journals. 

Mr.  BIBB  offered  the  following  amendment  to 
the  above: 

After  the  words  President  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  second  line  of  the  amendment,  strike  out 
the  residue  of  the  amendment,  and  insert,  be  not 
received. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KANE,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  whole  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  a  question  of  order. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  moved  to  amemd  the 
Journal  of  the  proceedings  on  the  previous  day. 
The  motion  was  grounded  on  a  refusal  of  the 
acting  Speaker,  (Mr.  Speight  filling  the  Chair 
in  the  absence,  from  indisposition,  of  Mr.  Speak- 
er Stevenson)  to  accept,  after  the  rising  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  for  want  of  a  quorum,  two  propositions, 
made  by  Mr.  Adams:  one,  that  it  be  inserted  in 
the  Journal  that  the  committee  had  risen  on  this 
account;  and  the  other,  that  the  House  in  con- 
sequence, again  resolved  itself  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  propositions  were  debated  until  nearly 
half  past  four  o'clock.  Both  of  them  were  laid 
upon  the  table. 


SENATE. 
Thursday,   April  24,  1834. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  Secre- 
tary. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  offered  the  following  joint 
resolution. 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  commis- 
sioners of  public  buildings  cause  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Avenue,  from  the  Capitol  Hill  to  the  Presi- 
dent's Square,  to  be  watered  in  such  manner 
as  to  prevent  the  inconveniences  now  experien- 
ced. 

The  resolution  was  considered  and  adopted. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
members  of  the  Bar  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  had  been  requested 
to  present  the  memorial  of  490  citizens  of  Union 


county,  Pa.  against  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
and  in  favor  of  rechartering  the  Bank  of  the  U. 
States.  They  were  not  among  those  whom  the 
President  had  denounced  as  stock  jobbers,  and 
traders  on  borrowed  capital ;  yet  they  felt  the 
evils  of  his  measures  on  all  their  agricultural  pro- 
ducts, in  a  want  of  market,  and  they  thought  his 
experiment  a  very  unlucky  experiment,  worse 
even  than  bad  seasons  or  bad  crops,  and  they 
prayed  Congress  to  interfere,  and  restore  the  de- 
posites and  the  confidence  of  the  country. 

Mr.  W.  believed  the  signers  were  very  res- 
pectable; he  had  received  the  memorial  from 
Mr.  Snyder,  son  of  the  late  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania, signed  by  him  and  others  of  the  fami- 
ly, and  the  Senate  would  not  believe  that  the 
sons  of  Governor  Snyder  would  mingle  their 
voice  with  the  huzzaing  of  a  faction.  At  any 
rate,  these  citizens  of  Union  county  might  es- 
cape the  charge  which  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  had  brought  against  the  citizens  of  Bal- 
timore. He,  and  others,  would  admit  that  this 
memorial  was  not  presented  from  those  clamo- 
rous, noisy,  factious,  riotous,  and  almost  trea- 
sonable persons,  such  as  the  gentleman  had  rep- 
resented the  good  citizens  of  the  monumental 
city,  who,  he  thought,  had  committed  almost 
treason,  and  were  clean  gone  in  moral  treason, 
because  they  had  met  in  multitudes,  and  ex- 
pressed their  views,  in  a  great  national  extremi- 
ty, with  the  purpose  of  considering  the  means 
necessary  to  relieve  the  country . 

Mr.  W.  hoped  the  memorial  would  take  the 
common  course;  and  it  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  two  memorials 
from  citizens  of  Delaware,  praying  the  restoral 
tion  of  the  deposites  and  the  recharter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States. 

We  hope  to  give  Mr-  C's  remarks  hereafter. 

The  memorials  were  read,  referred,  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ROBBINS  addressed  the  Senate,  as  fol- 
lows: I  am  again  charged  with  the  presentation 
of  memorials  to  Congress,  coming  from  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  They  are  pre- 
ferred by  more  than  four  thousand  petitioners 
nearly  all  of  them  freeholders — all  business  men 
— that  class  of  men  by  which  all  other  classes 
are  sustained — that  class  to  which  society  owes 
all  its  prosperity.  They  come  to  complain  of 
the  wide-spread  ruin  that  has  prostrated  all  bu- 
siness in  all  its  pursuits;  of  the  causes  which 
have  produced  that  ruin;  and  with  prayers  for 
relief. 

These  memorials  are  from  the  two  counties 
of  Bristol  and  Providence,  both  located  on  the 
head  waters  of  Narragansett  Bay,  and  possessing 
great  natural  advantages  for  commerce,  foreign 
and  domestic.  The  small  but  interesting  county 
of  Bristol,  (the  more  interesting  from  early  his- 
torical associations  ;  there  was  the  memorable 
seal  of  a  mighty  warrior  among  the  native  tribes 
— known  to  traditionary  fame  as  King  Philip — 
his  seat,  now  called  Mount  Haup,  still  overlook- 
ing, as  then,  one  of  the  most  varied  and  magni- 
ficent scenes  that  eye  has  ever  beheld) — this 
county  is  commercial.  Of  its  three  towns,  two 
are  eminently  commercial,  embracing  more  than 
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four-fifths  of  the  county  population.  Their  can- 
vass has  been  spread  on  every  sea,  in  every 
quarter  of  the  globe,  and  success  has  attended 
their  persevering-  industry  and  hardy  enterprise. 
But  now,  the  career  of  their  prosperity  has  been 
suddenly  checked,  in  common  with  that  of  the 
whole  country,  by  the  causes  which  have  so 
often  been  alluded  to,  and  which  are  well  stated 
and  properly  reprobated,  in  their   memorial. 

I  have  said  that  these  two  counties  are  located 
on  the  head  waters  of Narragansett  Bay.  That 
spacious  bay  extends  inland  thirty  miles  from 
the  ocean — an  Archipelago,  interspersed  with 
various  islands,  vying  in  beauty,  and  surpassing 
in  salubrity,  the  islands  of  the  Grecian  Archipe- 
lago; and  though  less  known  to  fame,  not  less 
deserving  to  be  known.  At  the  head  of  this  Ar- 
chipelago stands  the  city  of  Providence,  on 
Providence  river,  already  surpassing  the  ancient 
Byzantium,  on  the  Bosphorous,  and  bidding  fair, 
from  the  rapidity  of  its  growth  (if  that  be  not  re- 
pressed by  the  iron  hand  of  arbitrary  power)  to 
rival,  at  no  very  distant  day,  the  modern  Con- 
stantinople. 

Providence,  fortunately,  has  always  had  one 
resource,  without  which  all  other  resources  are 
vain,  and  which  goes  far  to  account  for  the  dif- 
ference in  the  growth  of  different  places,  though 
possessing  equal  natural  advantages — namely,  a 
succession  of  minds,  from  race  to  race,  full  of  the 
spirit  of  enterprise;  enlightened  on  all  the  subjects 
and  as  to  all  the  fields  of  commerce;  and  prepa- 
red to  encounter  the  hazards  for  the  chances  of 
success  in  all.  All  our  vast  trade  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  was  begun  by  a  distinguished 
gentleman  of  that  city,  now  no  more.  He  led 
the  way,  and  others  followed,  till  it  has  grown 
up  to  what  it  now  is.  And  their  success  has 
been  equal  to  their  enterprise. 

At  the  north,  and  on  the  west,  the  land  rises  on 
the  shores  of  that  bay  into  a  broken,  hilly  coun- 
try— a  granite  region,  presenting  a  soil  generally 
not  inviting,  nor  promising  for  cultivation,  but 
abounding  in  living  streams,  and  these  abound- 
ing in  precipitous  falls. 

Here,  in  these  barren  streams,  amidst  these 
barren  rocks  lay,  as  it  had  laid  forages,  the  secret 
power  of  wealth  untold.  But  the  mind  and  en- 
terprise of  this  people,  when  once  taken  under 
the  fostering  wing  of  the  national  policy,  at 
once  called  forth  this  secret  power;  converted 
their  barren  streams  into  streams  of  silver,  and 
their  barren  rocks  into  rocks  of  gold.  You 
might  have  seen,  rising  as  it  were  by  enchant- 
ment, at  each  of  these  numerous  falls,  a  popu- 
lous village.  You  might  have  seen  the  numer- 
ous roads  leading  to  them  from  Providence, 
their  common  mart,  in  all  directions  thronged 
with  the  business  of  transportation,  to  and  fro, 
resembling,  at  times,  and  in  places,  the  throng 
of  a  crowded  city.  In  the  single  county  of 
Providence,  at  these  several  falls,  they  have 
over  seventy  different  manufacturing  establish- 
ments; they  have  over  three  millions  of  fixed 
capital  in  these  establishments;  they  have  (I 
should  have  said,  they  had)  over  five  thousand 
manual  laborers  employed  in  them.  Already 
over  seventy  thousand  spindles  have  suspended 


operation,  and  their  operatives  are  thrown  out 
of  daily  employ,  and  of  course  out  of  daily 
bread.  These  laborers  were  receiving,  for 
wages,  at  the  rate  of  eight  hundred  thousand 
dollars  per  annum. 

What  a  spectacle  in  a  free  country!  To  see 
these  noble  works  of  human  hands,  and  noble 
means  of  human  happiness,  struck  down  at 
once,  as  has  been  the  case,  by  the  arbitrary  hand 
of  one  man — and  he,  rending  the  Constitution 
and  the  law,  and  breaking  through  at  all  their 
restraints,  to  strike  the  fatal  blow !  The  effects 
of  that  blow,  its  ruinous,  its  disastrous,  its  dis- 
tressing effects,  are  detailed  in  these  memorials, 
which,  therefore,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  de- 
scribe. I  will  only  say,  that  if  there  be  a  man, 
who  could  inflict  all  these  calamities,  knowing- 
ly, or,  if  unknowingly,  could  contemplate  with- 
out remorse  the  sufferings  he  had  caused  and 
was  causing,  and  could  refuse  relief,  when  re- 
lief depended  on  his  nod— that,  if  there  be  such 
a  man,  he  could 

"Wade  through  the  slaughter  to  a  Throne, 
And  shut  the  gates  of  mercy  on  mankind." 
These  memorials  contain  two  prayers  to 
Congress — one,  that  they  would  adopt  the  ne- 
cessary measures  to  restore  and  secure  to  the 
country  a  stable  currency;  the  other,  to  take  the 
necessary  measures  to  vindicate  the  violated 
Constitution. 

Concurring  with  the  memorialists  in  opinion 
and  sentiment,  as  I  heartily  do,  I  beg  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Senate  while  I  explain  my  views 
on  both  questions.  I  will  endeavor  to  do  it  in 
very  few  words. 

These  memorialists  think  a  national  bank  in- 
dispensable to  a  sound  and  stable  national  cur- 
rency.    In  this  opinion  I  concur  with  them. 

Such  is  now  the  state  and  nature  of  things 
around  us,  and  in  which  we  are  placed,  that  the 
currency  of  this  country  must  be  a  paper  cur- 
rency. This  is  imposed  upon  us  by  a  necessity 
which  controls,  and  cannot  be  controlled;  for  it 
is  imposed  by  circumstances,  which  do,  and  will 
exist,  and  over  which  the  Government  can  have 
no  control.  I  allude  to  the  power  of  the  States 
to  create  banks — a  power  which  they  have  exer- 
cised, and  will  exercise,  ad  libitum.  The  paper 
of  each  of  these  banks  will  have  a  local  curren- 
cy, more  or  less  extensive,  and  together,  will 
cover  the  whole  country  with  a  paper  currency. 
Now,  I  suppose,  no  one  pretends  that  Congress 
can  deprive  the  States  of  this  power,  or  control 
its  exercise. 

Congress,  it  is  true,  have  the  constitutional 
power,  or  right,  to  establish  a  national  currency, 
to  consist  of  gold  and  silver ;  but  they  have  not 
the  physical  pewer  to  attain  this  object.  For 
what  can  Congress  do  ?  They  can  require  all 
the  dues  to  the  Government  to  be  paid  in  gold 
and  silver;  and  they  can  require  all  the  disburse- 
ments of  the  Government  to  be  made  in  gold  and 
silver;  and  when  they  have  done  this,  they  have 
exhausted  all  their  power  upon  this  subject  Be- 
tween the  receipt  and  the  disbursement,  this 
gold  and  silver  will  make  no  part  of 
the  currency ;  foi  then  it  will  be  locked  up. 
When  it  is  disbursed,  what  will  the  claimant  or 
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creditor  do  with  it?  He  will  immediately  place 
it  in  some  State  bank,  in  which  he  has  confidence 
on  deposite,  for  safe  keeping,  and  to  check  out 
as  he  wants  it ;  and  these  checks  will  be  paid  in 
bank  paper.  Common  prudence  will  dictate  this 
course  to  the  specie-holder.  The  effect  will  be 
that  the  specie  capital  of  the  State  banks  will  be 
augmented  by  this  operation  of  the  Government, 
but  the  currency  will  still  remain  a  paper  curren- 
cy; and  there  will  be  no  more  gold  and  silver  in 
circulation  than  enough  for  exchanges  below  the 
lowest  denomination  of  bank  bills  that  pass  in 
exchange. 

Such,  then,  is  our  situation,  amid  circumstan- 
ces which,  as  I  said,  we  cannot  control,  and 
which  must  control  us,  whether  we  will  or  no  ; 
which  make  it  a  physical  impossibility  to  estab- 
lish a  currency  to  consist  of  gold  and  silver  ;  and 
which  constrain  us,  whether  we  will  or  no,  to 
submit  to  the  necessity  of  a  bank  paper  curren- 
t- 
Then  can  it  be  a  question,  whether  a  Nation 
al  Bank  be  expedient?  It  is  expedient  to  have 
a  national  currency,  though  paper,  yet  equi- 
valent to  gold  and  silver?  We  have  that  by 
means  of  a  National  Bank,  and  cannot  have  it 
without.  Is  it  expedient  for  the  Government 
to  have  all  the  public  moneys  received  and  dis- 
bursed, wherever  wanted  to  be  disbursed, 
without  risk  and  without  expense?  This  the 
Government  has  by  means  of  a  National  Bank, 
and  cannot  have  without.  Is  it  expedient  for 
the  people  of  this  country  to  have  a  medium, 
in  which  they  can  make  all  their  exchanges  at 
the  par  Yalue  of  that  medium  ?  This  they  can 
have  by  means  of  a  national  Bank,  and  cannot 
have  without.  But  above  all,  is  it  expedient 
for  the  people  of  this  country  to  have  a  stable 
measure  of  value  to  all  property,  the  same  at 
all  times,  and  in  all  places?  This  they  can 
have  by  a  National  Bank  and  cannot  have  with- 
out. Now,  that  a  National  Bank  is  recommen- 
ded by  all  these  great  ational  advantages — to 
be  had  by  one,  and  not  to  be  had  without  one — 
has  been  proved  by  all  our  experience,  bo  h  of 
a  National  Bank,  and  of  being  without  one. 

But  a. National  Bank  is  unconstitutional. 
This  is  not  the  time,  nor  the  occasion,  for  a  full 
discussion  of  that  question.  I  will  content 
myself,  therefore,  with  only  saying,  that  as, 
by  the  Constitution,  Congress  are  to  collect 
and  to  appropriate  all  the  public  moneys,  they 
must  have  an  agent  for  keeping  and  disbursing 
those  moneys;  and  that  I  see  in  this  necessity  a 
full  vindication  of  Congress  in  creating  a  bank 
for  this  agency.  And  if  this  agency  be  inci- 
dental to  the  bank,  as  some  hold,  (though  I 
cannot  see  how  it  is  more  incidental  than  every 
other  function  of  the  bank,)  I  cannot  see  how 
that  makes  any  difference,  if  that  mode  of 
agency  be  imposed  by  the  same  law  of  necessi- 
ty, as  it  obviously  is.  At  least  I  cannot  conceive 
of  any  other  mode  of  constituting  that  agency 
by  that  agent.  But  I  waive  that  whole  ques- 
tion;  for  I  do  not  consider  it  an  open  question, 
unless  it  be  so,  indeed,  from  the  fact  that  no 


I  admit,  as  I  suppose  all  do,  that  the  good  of 
the  country,  or  what  the  Constitution  denomi- 
nates "the  general  welfare,"  is  to  be  pursued 
by  constitutional  means.  But  who  is  to  judge 
of  and  decide  upon  that  constitutionality,  and 
put  the  question  at  rest?  Is  it  the  Legislature? 
They  have  decided  a  bank  to  be  constitutional. 
Is  it  the  Judiciary,  whose  peculiar  province  it 
is  to  decHe  and  settle  all  constitutional  ques- 
tions? They  have  decided  a  bank  to  be  con- 
stitutional. Is  it  the  People?  They,  too,  have 
decided  the  question,  by  their  acquiescence 
now,  for  nearly  forty  years,  out  of  forty- five* 
of  our  national  existence,  under  the  present 
Constitution;  and  that  acquiescence  not  tacit, 
but  expressed  by  the  voices  (f  three-fourths  of 
their  Legislatures,  and  manifested  by  their  own 
elections:  not  one  of  the  representatives,  to  my 
knowledge,  ever  having  lost  their  election  for 
having  voted  for  a  National  Bank.  Or  is  there 
to  be  no  final  decision  of  the  question,  in  any 
way,  by  any  authority  ? 

Is  every  constitutional  question  to  be  held  a 
matter  of  eternal  debate?  Is  the  Constitution 
never  to  have  any  steady  and  certain  execution? 
Is  it  to  be  one  thing  to-day,  and  another  to- 
morrow? Are  we,  is  our  posteiity,  never  to 
know  that  our  Constitution,  is,  oris  to  be?  Is 
there  to  be  no  plain  sailing  by  the  Constitution? 
Is  it  to  be  a  sea  forever  agitated,  and  vexed 
with  one  eternal  tempest? 

How  would  a  court  of  law  get  on  without  the 
"stare  decisis'''  of  the  lawyers?  They  could  not 
get  on  at  all.  Without  it,  in  every  case,  the  ve- 
ry foundation  of  jurisprudence  would  be  to  be 
settled,  and  then  would  only  be  settled  for  that 
case.  In  the  very  next,  if  they  ever  should  get 
to  the  next,  the  very  same  battles  would  have 
to  be  fought  over  again,  with  the  same  uncer- 
tainties as  to  the  issue.  No  case  would  be  set- 
tled by  any  precedent;  no  principle  would  be 
settled  by  any  adjudication;  no  statute  would 
be  settled  by  any  judicial   interpretation. 

Why,  the  maxim  of  "stare  deems,"  so  expe- 
dient, so  necessary,  as  well  as  so  admirable  in 
the  administration  ofthe  law,  should  be  repudi- 
ated in  the  administration  of  our  Constitution, 
I  never  could  understand. 

But  waiving  this  topic,  too,  I  would  say  to 
gentlemen,  who,  admitting  the  expediency  of  a 
National  Bank,  yet  doubt  its  constitutionality, 
among  whom  I  see  great  names,  and  of  these 
not  the  least  on  this  floor — (I  say  doubt,  be- 
cause, even  they,  I  presume,  admit  the  question 
to  be  doubtful,  if  they  admit  themselves  to  be 
fallible,  as  they  differ  in  opinion  from  names 
also  great;  indeed,  it  is  impossible  that  a  ques- 
tion should  be  without  its  difficulties  and  doubts, 
which  has  divided  the  opinions  of  great  minds, 
after  mature  deliberation) — I  would  say  to  these 
gentlemen,  "Here,  in  one  scale,  you  have  the 
good,  and  well-being,  and  prosperity  of  the 
country,  to  be  had  by  means  of  a  National  Bank, 
and  not  to  be  had  without  one;  and,  in  the  other 
scale,  you  have  a  constitutional  scruple,  as  to 
the  use  of  a  Bank  ;  but  connected  with  that  scru- 


thing  is  to  be  considered  as  jettled  under  this   pie,  if  indulged,  and    it  govern,  the  ruin  of  the 
Constitution,  I  C0Untry,    so  far    as    its  being    destitute   of  a 
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sound  &  stable  currency,  can  work  its  ruin.  Now 
I  ask  you, which  scale  would  you  have  to  prepon- 
derate? 1  put  it  to  you  as  patriots:  Shall  it  be  the 
ruin  ef  the  country  for  the  sake  of  the  triumph  of 
this  constitutionl  scruple?  And  flhat  scruple,  too, 
predicated  upon  a  philological  controversy,  as 
to  which  meaning  of  the  several  meanings  of  the 
same  word  in  the  Constitulion,  is  the  true  con- 
stitutional meaning,  namely,  the  word  "neces- 
sary." 

Necessity  having  in  it  degrees,  as  all  admit, 
the  dispute  is,  whether  the  Constitution  mean, 
or  does  not  mean,  the  absolute  degree,  to  the 
exclusion  of  every  inferior  degree  of  necessity. 
Now,  would  you  have  the  great  interests  of  the 
country,  involved  as  they  are  in  a  sound  nation- 
al currency,  sacrificed  to  this  verbal  dispute? 

Moreover,  would  you  have  sacrificed  to  it 
the  Constitution  itself,  as  to  one  of  its  great 
leading  and  acknowledged  objects,  for  this 
would  be  a  necessary  consequence?  For  all 
undoubtedly  acknowledge,  that  to  establish  a 
stable,  national  currency,  was  a  great  and  lead- 
ing object  of  the  Constitution,  intended,  if  you 
please,  to  consist  of  the  precious  metals;  still,  a 
staple  currency  was  the  end  in  view,  and  the 
precious  metals  but  as  means  to  that  end.  Now, 
if  it  has  become  a  physical  impossibility,  by  a 
state  of  things  since  arisen;  and  not  then  fore- 
seen, to  establish  a  national  currency,  to  consist 
only  of  the  precious  metals,  and  it  is  possible 
to  establish  a  national  currency,  equivalent  to 
that  of  the  precious  metals,  by  means  of  ajNa- 
tional  Bank,  answering  all  the  same  purposes 
equally  well,  anrl  more  conveniently;  and,  if 
you  refuse  to  adopt  those  means,  do  you  not  sa- 
crifice the  Constitution  itself  as  to  one  of  its  most 
important  objects,  and  your  country  with  it,  to 
a  verbal  controversy,  whether  this  shade  of 
meaning,  in  preference  to  that  shade,  is  to  be 
given  to  a  given  word  of  the  Constitution  ? 

I  remember  that  Demosthenes,  on  one  occa- 
sasion,  warning  his  countrymen  against  under- 
taking a  war,  in  which  they  might  have  all 
Greece  combined  against  ^hem,  for  what  he 
termed  "a  shadow  in  Delphos."  Is  it  not  equal- 
ly imprudent  in  us  to  risk  the  experiment  to  the 
country  of  getting  on  without  a  National  Bank, 
and  for  as  mere  a  shadow  ? 

Suppose  the  venerable,  but  now  departed 
sages,  who  framed  the  Constitution,  were  to  de- 
scend from  their  sainted  abodes  to  counsel  and 
advise  us,  with  Washington  attheirhead,  and 
he  should  say  to  us:  We  saw,  and  had  felt, 
that  the  great  desideratum  of  this  country  was 
a  stable  currency,  and  this  object  we  labored 
anxiously  to  provide  for.  The  means  we  pre- 
scribed to  this  end  we  thought  necessary  to  this 
end,  as  being  the  only  efficient  means.  But, 
if  these  means  have  become  impracticable,  and 
other  means  are  practicable,  and  no  less  effi- 
cient, why  should  you  abandon  an  object  so  vi- 
tal to  the  country,  when  the  thing  intended  may 
be  effected,  though  not  in  the  way  intended? 
You  supplied  to  the  country  this  great  deside- 
ratum by  means  of  a  bank.  Why  deprive  your- 
selves of  this  resource,  and  thereby  destroy 
your  country?    We  see  no   wisdom  in  this.'' 


Who  among  us  would  rise  and  venture  to  reply 
in  opposition  to  this  address,  and  in  disapproba- 
tion of  this  counsel? 

So  much  for  the  first  question  arising  on 
these  memorials. 

These  memorials  also  denounce  the  act  of  the 
Executive,  which,  by  its  consequences,  has  in- 
volved the  country  in  so  much  ruin  and  distress 
as  an  act  of  lawless  power;  as  an  act  in  direct 
violation  of  the  Constitution.  And  is  it  not  so  * 
Suppose  now  it  had  not  taken  place— suppose 
it  had  not  been  thought  of— and  this  question 
had  been  put  to  any  gentleman  on  this  floor: 
"  Has  the  Executive  of  this  country  a  right  to 
make  himself  trustee  of  the  public  moneys?"  I 
think  he  would  have  smiled  at  the  simplicity  of 
the  inquiry,  but  would  have  s-id  to  the  simple- 
ton, if  he  answered  him  at  all,  "Certainly  not. 
By  the  Constitution,  you  see  that  Congress  is 
to  collect  and  aporopriate  all  the  pubfc  mo- 
neys. Congress,  therefore,  must  be  the  trus- 
tee of  those  moneys." 

Now,  I  ask,  has  not  the  Executive  of  this  coun- 
try made  himself  that  trustee?  Has  he  not" 
claimed  the  right  to  control  the  keeper  of  those 
moneys,  as  to  those  moneys?  And  has  he  not 
so  controlled  him?  If  he  controls  the  keeper  as  to 
the  trust-fund,  does  he  not  control  the  trust-fund? 
I  do  not  see  how  he  could  make  himself  more 
the  trustee,  if  he  had  taken  the  key  of  the  Trea- 
sury from  the  keeper,  to  keep  it  himself  in  his 
own  pocket. 

It  is  astonishing  to  me  that  it  should  be  denied 
that  the  Executive  has  thus  made  himself  the 
trustee  of  the  public  moneys:  yet  this  has  been 
denied  by  many.  It  is  yet  more  astonishing  to 
me  that  the  fact  should  be  admitted  and  yet  be 
defended,  as  it  is  by  a  still  greater  number. 

This  I  consider  as  the  symptom  of  danger  to 
the  liberties  of  the  country,  by  far  the  most  por- 
tentous of  any  in  our  alarming  situation;  or  that 
has  ever  occurred  in  our  history.  Here  now 
has  been  the  assumption  of  a  lawless  power  by 
the  Executive  of  this  country — and  what  power? 
That  power,  which  rides  over  all  others;  that 
power,  which  like  Aaron's  rod,  swallows  up  all 
the  rest:  that  power,  which  united  to  the  physi- 
cal force  given  by  the  Constitution  to  the  Exe- 
cutive, becomes  irresistible.  By  that  union,  ab- 
solute despotism  is  at  once  consummated.  And 
then  how  assumed?  By  an  act  that,  in  its  imme- 
diate operation,  has  brought  distress  and  ruin 
upon  the  whole  country. 

Yet,  what  have  we  seen?  We  have  seen  the 
act  defended  here  in  the  councils  of  the  nation; 
and  by  the  presses  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 
We  have  seen  the  Executive  sustained  in  the 
assumption  of  this  arbitrary  and  absolute  power 
by  a  majority  of  the  immediate  representatives 
of  the  people  in  Congress.  Now,  what  does 
this  indicate?  It  indicates  that,  as  to  them,  the 
noble  spirit  of  freedom  is  extinct — that  spirit, 
without  which  all  the  forms  of  liberty,  as  they 
exist  in  models  of  constitutions,  are  but  idle 
things — but  the  lifeless  body  without  the  soid. 
And  if  that  majority  shall  be  sustained  (which 
is  yet  to  be  seen)  by  a  majority  of  the  people, 
it  will  not  only  indicate,  but  demonstrate,  that 
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the  spirit  of  liberty  no  longer  animates  and  ac- 
tuates the  people.  Then  corruption  will  have 
done  her  work,  and  American  liberties  will, 
thereafter,  be  among  the  things  that  have  pass- 
ed away.  Then,  of  those  glorious  liberties  it 
may  be  said,  as  was  said  when  the  victorious 
forces  of  Greece  were  consuming  the  glorious 
city  of  Troy,  and  in  the  pathetic  tones  of  her 
deploring  patriot — 

"Ilium  fuit  et  ingehs 
Gloria  Teucrorum." 

The  fearful  and  momentous  struggle  has  al- 
ready commenced,  and  is  now  going  on  in  the 
several  States,  between  liberty  on  the  one  side, 
and  despotism  on  the  other;  and  God  only 
knows  what  the  issue  will  be.  Should  Liberty 
be  doomed  to  fall  in  the  struggle,  (which  God 
forbid!)  it  will  be  her  last  struggle — at  least  the 
last  of  her  bloodless  struggles — for  the  people 
will  then  (seeing  and  feeling  the  tyranny)  have 
been  not  the  deluded,  but  the  conscious,  the 
willing,  and  the  active  instruments  of  their  own 
servitude.  But  then,  and  after  that,  what  will 
follow?  Certainly  not  the  calm  of  despotism. 
Civil  commotions  must  follow,  blood  must  flow, 
and  the  fortunes  of  civil  war  will  dispose  of  the 
fortunes  of  this  country.  But  how,  he  only 
knows  in  whose  Almighty  hands  are  the  desti- 
nies of  Nations. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  John  S.  Fleming,  of 
the  insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  renew  the  patent  of  Thomas  Blanchard,  were 
introdnced  into  the  Senate,  from  the  House,  by 
Mr.  Franklin,  Clerk  of  the  House. 

Mr  POIND EXTERJfrom  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  revive  and 
continue  in  force  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  William  Smith. 

Mr.  LEIGH  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liamMann;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS,  presented  the  petition  of 
the  Trustees  of  a  Seminary,  in  Indiana,  praying 
a  grant  of  land;  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS,  from  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Louis;  read  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading,  and  the  accompany- 
ing documents  were  ordered  to  be  printed . 

Mr.  TYLER  presented  the  petition  of  Chas. 
J.  Catlett,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Finance. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  presented  the  petition  of 
Joseph  Forrest,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  widow  of  the  late  Colonel  Moore,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

_  He  also  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Pro- 
vident Association  of  Clerks  in  the  District  of 
Columbia;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  that 
District. 

SPECIAL  ORDER. 
The  Manifesto  of  the  President  was  now  ta- 
ken up,  and  the  CHAIR  stated  that  the  ques- 


tion was  on  Mr.  Clay's  substitute  for  the  resolu^ 
tions  offered  by  Mr.  Poindexter. 

Mr.  KANE  rose  and  said  :  Mr.  President  I, 
am  amongst  those  who  believe  that  this  session 
has  been  already*  sufficiently  extended;  ana 
that  the  time  for  action  upon  the  necessary  bu- 
siness of  the  country,  has  arrived.  My  senti- 
ments upon  the  present  subject  will  be  there- 
fore delivered  as  briefly  as  possible.  The  pro- 
position first  made,  in  haste  and  without  due 
consideration,  not  to  receive  the  communica- 
tion of  the  President,  has,  in  some  measure, 
given  way  to  more  sagacious  counsels;  more 
sagacious,  because  formed  upon  more  reflec- 
tion. Gentlemen  in  the  opposition  have  trod- 
den back  their  steps,  and  have  consented  to 
present  their  reasons  upon  record,  in  the  shape 
of  the  resolutions  now  before  you.  It  will  not 
surprise  me  if  our  further  progress  should  lead 
to  further  recessions.  I  take  no  pleasure  in  re- 
torting upon  Senators,  who  have  charged  re- 
traction of  opinions  upon  the  President,  because 
of  his  supplemental  explanations,  the  fact  that 
their  propositions  have  been  thrice  altered,  and 
that  down  to  this  moment  they  have  not  agreed 
upon  the  course  to  be  pursued. 

The  more  generous,  just,  and  manly  ground 
to  take,  is  to  allow  every  gentleman,  in  public 
or  private  life,  to  explain  his  own  language  in 
his  own  way,  to  avoid  either  misapprehension 
or  misrepresentation.  I  must  say,  however, 
that  the  notes  I  took  before  the  appearance  of 
the  President's  explanation,  will  show  that  I 
had  come  to  the  same  conclusions.  Great  sur- 
prise was  manifested  ur»on  the  first  presentation 
of  the  Protest.  One  Senator  after  another  rose 
in  his  place,  and  declared  it  an  extraordinary 
paper — most  extraordinary  iadeed.  This  feel- 
ing of  wonder  grew  stronger  and  stronger,  un- 
til it  was  augmented  to  such  a  degree,  as  to  im- 
pel one  gentleman  to  pronounce  it  an  imperti- 
nent interference  with  the  affairs  of  the  Senate. 
What  produced  this  surprise ?  The  paper  had 
been  but  once  hastily  read  by  the  Secretary, 
had  not  been  examined,  and  its  doctrines  and 
arguments  could  not  have  been  accurately  un- 
derstood by  any  one.  Where,  then,  is  the  rea- 
son for  all  this  petrifying  astonishment  to  be 
found'  Is  the  fact  which  gentlemen  saw  be- 
fore their  eyes,  and  about  which  there  could  be 
no  mistake,  that  a  human  being  had,  perhaps 
for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our  proceed- 
ings, ventured  to  remonstrate  and  defend  him- 
self against  the  injustice  which  the  Senate  had 
done  him,  without  constitutional  warrant?  It 
this  be  the  first  incident  of  its  kind,  it  \s  first 
only,  because  no  necessary  occasion  lor  such  a 
procedure  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  was  ev- 
er before  furnished  by  the  Senate. 

Let  us  look  back  and  see  what  the  Senate 
was ,  and  thencompare  it  with  what  we  now 
know  it  to  be.  For  many  years  after  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Federal  Constitution,  the  Senate  was 
composed  of  men  of  the  greatest  discretion,  of 
the  profoundest  wisdom,  and  of  well  regulated 
patriotic  ambition.  Impressed  with  a  proper 
sense  of  their  heavy  responsibilities,  they  consul- 
ted the  public  good,the  interests  and  wishes  o£ 
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their  respective  States  of  the  nation,  and  noth- 
ing else.   Satisfied  with  the  reputations  they  had 
already  acquired,  and  that  the  stations  they   oc- 
cupied had  as  much  of  dignity  and  consequence 
about  them  as  sensible  men  could  desire,   or  as 
any  which  a  free  country  could  or  ought  to  fur- 
nish; they  neither  courted  the  applause  of  sur- 
rounding  multitudes,    nor  desired  to  exchange 
the  calm,  dignified  occupations    of  the    Senate 
chamber,  for  the  uncomfortable,  turbulent,   and 
tempestuous   employments  of  executive  office. 
For  some  time  they  sat  with  closed  doors,  con- 
fined themselves  to  revising  the  business   sent 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  and  to   their 
executive  and  judicial  duties,  always  careful  to 
preserve  the  rights  of  the  body  from    encroach- 
ments from  any  quarter,  and  studiously  avoiding 
all  interference  with  the  just  rights    of  other  de- 
partments, of  the  Government.     To  a  course  of 
csnduct  like  this,  was  the  Senate  indebted   for 
its  security  from  all  disputes  with  other  branch- 
es ef  the  federal   authority,  and  for  the  respect 
and  affection  which  the  American   people  bore 
towards  it. 

I  fear,  sir,  from  the  developments  of  a    few 
hours  past,  that  Senators  will   not  always  con- 
tinue such  a  course.     Already    have  we    heard 
more  hard  things  said  in  this  chamber,  than  was 
over    heard  in   any  public  deliberative  assem- 
bly under  the  sun.     It  has    become    the   battle 
ground  upon  which  we  daily  witness  the  sever- 
estjpolitical  struggles,  in  which  are  exhibited  not 
unfrequently  violent  denunciations  of  men  un- 
connected with  this  Government,  by  any  official 
station;    of  State  functionaries,  of    State  laws, 
and  the  policy  of  the  States.      Sometimes,  too, 
sir,  our  time  is  occupied  in  hearing  from  Sena- 
tors complaints  of  their  own  constituents.     This 
session,  so  far,  has  been  signalized   beyond  all 
others,    for  the  heat  and    violence  of  debate. -- 
Time  was,  when  Senators  wished  to  witness  a 
political  gladiatorial  conflict,  they  went  to    the 
other  House  of  Congress,  where  a   younger,    a 
more  enthusiastic,  and  a  fiercer  spirit  prevailed . 
I  Now,  sir,  we  see,  day  by  day,    members  of  the 
I  House  crowding  in  to  witness  our  spasmodic  ex- 
hibitions.     Is   it  wonderful,  Mr.  President,   in 
the  exciting  circumstances  of  party  conflict,  that 
even  the  spirit  of  Senators   should  sometimes  ef- 
fervesce no  violently,  as  to  overflow  the  just  mea- 
sures of  their  authority,  and  lead  the  senate  to  the 
adoption  of  measures  trenching  upon  the  constitu- 
tional rights  of  others?    I  believe  most  sincerely, 
that  we  have  proceeded  against  the  Executive  De- 
partment of  the  {Government,  and  against   the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  such  a  mode 
as  to  impair  the   just    constitutional  powers  of 
the  one,  and  the  personal  and  political  rights   of 
the  other — that  it  was   the  duty    of   the  Presi- 
dent, in  defence  of  the  rights  and  powers  of  the 
Executive  Department,  and  his    privilege  as  an 
officer  and  a  freeman,  to  send  us  the  protest. 

Notwithstanding,  Mr.  President,  the  matters 
of  grave  import  contained  in  the  several  resolu- 
tions submitted  by  the  Senator  from  Mississippi, 
the  first  question  presented  for  decision  will  be 
upon  the  amendment  offered  by  the  honorable 
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gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Bibb.) 
question  is,  shall  the  paper  be  rejected? 

Before  we  give  an  affirmative  answer,  it  would 
be  well  to  consider  that  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  represents  an  authority,  under  the 
Constitution,  conferred  upon  him  by  12  millions 
of  people — that  they  have  lodged  in  his  hands 
the  "Executive  power"  of  this  Government — 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  incumbent  to  guard 
that  power  from  violation,  that  it  may  neither  be 
diminished  nor  carried  too  far— that  it  is  as  much 
his  right  and  his  duty  to  guard  that  power,  as  it 
is  the  right  and  duty  of  any  other  department 
of  the  Government  to  guard  its  rights  and  pow- 
ers from  violation.  When  questions  of  difference 
with  regard  to  power  arise  between  the  co-or- 
dinate branches,  of  a  nature  not  judicial,  there 
is  but  one  tribunal  to  appeal  to,  and  that  tribu- 
nal is  the  people— the  fountain  and  parent  of  all 
the  powers  of  the  Government.  It  is  the  duty 
of  the  conflicting  parties  to  present  the  matter  of 
difference  fairly,  in  a  spirit  of  candor,  that  the 
points  may  be  clearly  presented,  and  fully  un- 
derstood. Remember  that  our  duty  requires  us 
to  conceal  nothing  from  the  great  arbiter;  that 
we  have  no  right  to  treat  him  with  contempt. 

The  reasons,  then,  for  rejecting  this  paper,  or 
refusing  to  receive  it,  must  be  overwhelming,  to 
justify  us  in  taking  the  course  proposed,  lest  we 
subject  ourselves  to  the  charge  of  treating  twelve 
millions  of  people,  in  the  person  of  their  Presi- 
dent, contemptuously,  and  their  undoubted  pow- 
er with  scorn. 

Will  the  Senate  act  courteously,  or  consult 
its  self-respect,  to  read  this  protest,  dissect  it, 
condemn  it,  answer  it  by  speeches,  and  then  so- 
lemnly vote  not  to  receive  it?  Would  it  be  hon- 
orable in  private  life  for  a  gentleman  to  receive  a 
communication  from  an  individual,  open  it,  read 
it,  answer  it,  abuse  it,  and  condemn  it  by  oral 
declarations,  and  then  refuse  to  receive  it? 

Let  me  now  ask  for  the  reasons  which  will 
govern  the  votes  of  those  who  will  not  consent 
to  receive  this  paper. 

Is  its  language  disrespectful,  is  it  indecent,  is 
it  insulting  in  its  terms  or  its  import?  None 
of  these  things  are  pretended.  Had  the 
President  no  right  to  send  it?  If  it  be  his  duty 
to  defend  the  Executive  Department  of  the  Go- 
vernment, his  right  is  unquestionable.  If  he 
believed  that  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  in  vio- 
lation of  the  Constitution,  invaded  the  "Execu- 
tive power,"  there  was  no  course  left  him  to  pur- 
sue, than  to  protest  against  it. 

He  could  not  counteract  the  resolutions  in 
any  other  way.  If  he  submitted  in  silence,  he 
would  have  acquiesced  in  what  he  believed  an 
unauthorized  interference  with  the  rights  of  a 
branch  of  the  Government  confided  to  him  by 
the  Constitution,  and  he  would  have  been  justly 
condemned  by  the  people  for  his  acquiesence. 
He  would  have  surrendered  the  Executive  of- 
fice to  a  successor  impaired,  so  far  as  his  silence 
against  his  duty  could  accomplish  such  an  end. 
He  had  precedent  for  his  course  in  the  recorded 
proceedings  of  the  Senate.  How  often  have 
the  State  Legislatures  sent  protests  here  against 
the  acts  of  the  Congress  of  th«  United  States, 
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containing-  positive  charges  of  violations  of  the 
Federal  Constitution  on  the  part  of  Congress  ? 
Who  ever  made  a  motion  not  to  receive  a  pro- 
test of  this  kind?  And  pray,  sir,  will  gentlemen 
tell  me  why  a  co  ordinate  branch  of  this  Govern- 
ment cannot  protest  against  a  resolution  of  this 
body,  and  why.at  the  same  time,  he  will  allow 
a  State  Legislature  to  send  a  protest  against 
the  deliberate  legislative  determinations  of  Con- 
gress? 

Whatever  objections  have  been  made  to  the 
right  of  the  President  to  send  the  paper,  no  one 
has  denied  the  right  of  the  Senate  to  receive  it, 
and  spread  it  upon  the  journal;  for  however 
much  we  complain  of  the  want  of  power  in  oth- 
ers, we  seldom  deny  to  ourselves  the  authority 
to  do  any  thing.  I  place  the  right  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  comply  with  the  President's  request  to 
cause  the  Protest  to  be  spread  upon  the  journ- 
als, upon  its  unquestioned  and  unquestionable 
power  over  its  own  journal.  The  President  has 
no  right  to  interfere  with  the  journal  in  any  way 
and  therefore  he  appeals,  in  the  form  of  a.  re- 
quest to  your  justice,  to  cause  the  Protest  to  be 
placed  side  by  side  with  your  resolution. 

It  has  been  urged  that  the  doctrines  of  the 
Protest  are  unsound,  its  objects  and  designs  im- 
pure, and  it  is  a  declaration  of  war  against  the 
Senate.  If  this  be  all  true,  it  would  seem  to  be 
good  policy  in  us  to  make  these  unsound  doc- 
trines and  impurities  of  object  and  design  as 
conspicuous  and  as  durable  as  possible,  that  the 
world  may  know,  and  posterity  may  justify, the 
defensive  operations  of  the  Senate. 

Suppose,  however,  sir,  that  the  judgment  of 
the  country  as  to  these  doctrines,  objects,  and 
designs,  should  be  different;  that  the  people 
should  believe  them  sound  and  irreproachable, 
in  what  condition;  then,  will  the  Senate  be 
placed  ?  Will  not  the  world  suppose  that  the 
reasons  of  our  refusal  to  receive  and  record 
this  document  to  be,  that  we  could  not  contro- 
vert the  principles,  answer  the  arguments,  and 
prove  the  charges  of  impurity  of  motive  and 
design  ?  Depend  upon  it,  sir,  that  the  people 
of  this  country  will  not  be  pleased  with  the  ef- 
forts to  degrade  the  President,  unless  such 
efforts  have  for  their  solid  foundations  truth, 
justice,  reason,  necessity,  and  patriotism. 

One  gentleman  has  declared  the  paper  in 
question  to  be  a  declaration  of  war  against  the 
Senate.  Mild  in  its  terms,  to  be  sure,  as  all 
declarations  of  war  between  modern  powers 
are  required  to  be,  by  the  courtesy  of  nations. 
Yet  it  is  a  declaration  of  war.  I  am  totally  at 
a  loss  to  account  for  this  opinion,  unless,  indeed, 
we  take  into  view  the  statement  so  repeatedly 
made  here,  that  the  President  has  made  war 
upon  the  bank.  If  that  be  true,  if  gentlemen 
have  entered  into  the  war  as  its  allies,  surely  it 
is  inglorious  in  them  to  complain  that  the  aux- 
iliary is  treated  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
principal.  If  they  have  made  it  a  common 
cause,  they  must  abide  together  the  common 
fortunes  of  the  contest. 

Let  us,  however,  examine  the  facts  in  rela- 
tion to  this  charge,  though  I  shall  be  compelled 
to  repeat  pome  tilings  often  repeated.     I  shall 


do  it  in  so  brief  a  manner  as  not  to  be  fatiguing. 
The  sixteenth  section  of  the  bank  law  confers, 
in  terms,  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
the  right  to  remove  the  public  moneys  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  requiring  him  to 
give  his  reasons  therefor  to  Congress.  The 
terms  of  the  law  conferring  this  power  are  as 
general  as  the  English  language  could  make 
it;  and  the  power  given  is  without  limitation  as 
to  time  or  condition.  Yet  the  Senate,  being 
one  branch  of  the  Legislature,  have,  in  effect, 
interpolated  this  section  of  the  bank  law  with 
an  entire  sentence,  so  as  t>  limit  the  exercise 
of  this  power  of  removal  to  two  conditions : 
firstly,  when  the  deposites  are  unsafe,  or  when 
the  bank  fails  to  comply  with  the  positive 
requirements  of  the  charter,  in  transferring 
the  public  moneys  whenever  and  wherever  it 
may  be  required  by  the  Government.  I  will 
not  detain  you  by  repeating  the  unanswered 
reasons  repeatedly  given,  to  show  that  it  is  im- 
possible Congress  could  ever  have  consented 
to  part  with  the  public  funds  upon  such  grounds. 
If  Congress  intended  to  confine  the  action  of 
the  Secretary  to  theiie  two  contingencies,  would 
it  not  have  done  so  ?  That  body  was  composed 
of  men  who  could  read  and  write,  and  express 
their  will.  Yet  we  find  a  general  power  given, 
instead  of  this  limited,  restrained  power. 

The  fixing  this  limitation  by  the  Senate  lvquir 
ed  a  virtual  interpolation,  by  one  branch  of 
Congress,  of  a  regularly  established  law  of  the 
land.  Here,  then,  was  truly  an  act  of  usurpa- 
tion. One  House  of  Congress,  by  resolution, 
amending  a  law  of  the  United  States. 

Having  thus  made  a  law  to  suit  themselves, 
gentlemen  declare  that  the  President  has  viola- 
ted it,  and  the  Constitution  also,  because  of  the 
part  he  has  taken  to  accomplish  the  removal  of 
the  public  funds.  Now,  sir,  it  is  easy  to  make 
out  a  charge  of  usurpation  upon  another,  if  you 
first  usurp  authority  sufficient  to  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  the  charge.  It  is  literally  a  charge  of 
usurpation  founded  upon  usurpation.  Having 
in  ihis  manner  laid  the  requisite  foundation,  the 
Senate  passed  the  resolution  against  which  the 
President  thinks  "tf.  his  right  and  duty  to  protest, 
and  defend  himself.  That  resolution  declares 
that  the  President,  in  the  late  executive  pro- 
ceedings in  relation  to  the  public  revenue,  had 
assumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power  not 
conferred  by  the  Constitution  and  laws,  but  in 
derogation  of  both;  and  it  is  because  he  has 
sent  us  a  defence  against  this  declaration,  in 
the  mildest  and  most  respectful  term*,  that  he 
is  charged  now  with  making  war  upon  this  body. 
That  the  principles  and  arguments  upon  which 
his  defence  rests,  are  at  war  with  the  grounds 
assumed  in  support  of  the  resolution,  there  can 
be  no  doubt.  In  this  sense,  and  in  this  sense 
alone,  does  a  war  exist,  and  the  declaration  of 
it  came  unquestionably  from  the  Senate.  The 
Sena'/*  first  charge  him  with  a  vio'ation  of  the 
Constitution,  and  all  he  has  done  has  been  to 
send  us  his  vindication.  He  has  not  only  been 
a-  cused  and  found  guilty  by  this  body  of  viola- 
ting the  Constitution  and  laws,  without  an  op- 
portunity of  defence,  but  the  resolution  itself 
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implies  design  and  criminal  intentions.  The 
fact  of  violation  is  averred,  in  terms  without 
qualification;  and  what  is  the  legal  inference  to 
be  drawn  from  the  finding  of  the  fact,  the  naked 
fact,  without  extenuation?  Was  it  intended  to 
say  that  he  did  so  innocently  or  ignorantly?  If 
»o,  you  draw  a  distinction,  unknown  to  our 
Constitution  and  laws,  between  the  highest  of- 
ficer in  the  Government,  who  is  supposed  to  be 
well  acquainted  with  the  laws  of  the  lane),  and 
the  lowest  of  our  citizens.  The  ride  universally 
applied  to  crime  is,  that  ignorance  does  not 
excuse  it.  If  this  were  not  so,  few  crimes 
would  be  punished.  The  Senator  from  Virgi- 
nia (Mr.  Lkioh)  was  understood  to  say  that  in- 
dictments for  crimes  always  charged  a  criminal 
intent,  and  from  thence  the  inference  was  drawn, 
that  the  resolution  in  question  was  not  a  charge 
of  designed  violation.  Is  this  resolution  of  the 
nature  of  an  indictment?  The  Senate  has  no 
power  to  originate  prosecutions  of  any  kind.  It 
is  the  jury  which  finds  the  fact,  and  the  court 
which  pronounces  judgment.  Whenacrime  is 
proved  to  have  been  committed,  the  inference  is 
necessarily  drawn  that  the  intent  was  criminal, 
and  the  accused  is  thrown  upon  the  necessity 
of  proving  facts  inconsistent  with  ihe  infer- 
ence. If  the  speeches  marie  by  legislators  in 
favor  of  the  passage  of  laws,  or  of  the  adoption 
of  resolutions,  may  be  referred  to  as  evidence  of 
their  meaning,  I  need  not  remind  the  Senate 
that  a  most  prolific  source  of  proof  is  before  us, 
to  show  that  the  violation  charged  was  meant  to 
be  a  wilful,  arbitrary,  and  tyrannical  one. 

But,  sir,  will  any  man,  alter  examining  pre- 
cedents, say,  that,  had  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives  sent  us  an  impeachment  against  the  Pre- 
sident in  the  very  words  of  this  resolution,  so 
far  as  the  point  before  us  is  involved,  that  the 
Berate  would  have  refused  to  arraign,  try,  and 
condemn  the  accused,  for  the  want  either  of 
jurisdiction  or  of  an  expressed  charge  of  crimi- 
nal intent?  No,  sir,  the  language  which  all  Se- 
nators would  use,  would  be,  that  the  intent  was 
implied,  and  that  the  accused  must  clear  him- 
self from  its  effects  by  proof.  I  shall  have  oc- 
casion hereafter  to  advert  to  a  precedent  to 
show  what  has  been  in  this  respect  pursued  in 
impeachments.  After  this  view  of  this  part  of 
the  subject,  it  will  be  perceived,  that  if  the 
Senate  has  not  convicted  the  President  of  a  cri- 
minal violation  of  his  duty,  with  pursuing  the 
regular  constitutional  course,  the  members  vot- 
ing for  the  resolution  have,  at  least,  forever 
disqualified  themselves  from  being  his  tri  rs 
upon  a  regular  prosecution  fortius  alleged  vio- 
lation of  duty,  by  forming  and  expressing  an 
opinion  of  his  guilt.  And  whether  the  one  or 
the  other  of  these  things  has  been  done,  the 
Constitution  has  been  equa'ly  and  flagrantly 
violated. 

Gentlemen  object  to  receiving  lh:8  Protest, 
because  they  say  i'  's  an  appeal  to  tlie  People. 
If  by  this  is  meant  that  the  President  is  desirous 
to  submit,  in  a  spirit  of  candor  and  decency,  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  whose  seivant 
he  ii,  an  account  of  his  stewardship  in  this  mat- 
ter cf  the  bank,  and  to  justify  himself  before 


those  who  have  a  right  to  call  him  to  an  ac- 
count for  his  conduct  in  relation  to  it,  the 
charge  is  true.  He  is  neither  afraid  nor  asham- 
ed to  acknowledge!  that  all  his  powers  are  de- 
rived from  the  people,  and  that  he  is  accoun- 
table to  them.  If  he  has  consulted  their  sub- 
stantial and  durable  prosperity,  by  interposing 
his  character,  and  the  Constitution  of  his  coun- 
try soundly  construed,  between  th- power  of 
gold  and  the  pending  destruction  of  the  liber- 
ties of  his  constituents,  it  is  bis  duty  to  main- 
tain himself,  by  the  exhibition  of  the  truths  and 
reasons  by  which  he  has  been  governed.  It  will 
be  for  the  people  to  decide  now,  and  after  he 
shall  have  left  his  station,  upon  the  wisdom  of 
his  actions  and  the  virtue  of  his  motives. 

Whatever  politicians  may  say,  Washington, 
the  father  of  his  country,  was  not  ashamed  to 
appeal  to  the  people,  for  their  judgment  upon 
his  official  conduct.  I  state  upon  the  authority 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  contained  in  the  4th  volume 
of  his  works,  that,  in  1793,  when  the  country 
was  convulsed  upon  the  subject  of  Mr.  Genet's 
conduct,  who  was  the  Minister  of  France  near 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  when 
party  violence  ran  high,  and  when  his  cabinet 
were  decided  as  to  the  proper  course  to  be  pur- 
sued wi'h  regard  to  him,  and  other  questions 
of  a  political  nature,  in  a  discussion  which  took 
place  in  his  cabinet,  Washington,  "manifestly 
inclined  to  the  appeal  to  ihe  people."  His  own 
character  and  motives  had  been  impeached; 
and,  during  the  same  discussion,  the  father  of 
his  country  complained  of  "  the  personal  abuse 
which  had  been  bestowed  upon  him,"  and  he 
"defied  any  man  on  earth,  to  produce  one  sin- 
gle act  of  his.since  he  had  been  in  the  Govern- 
ment, which  was  not  done  on  the  purest  mo- 
tives; that  he  had  never  repented  but  once,  the 
having  slipped  the  moment  of  resigning  his  of- 
fice, and  that  was  eveiy  moment  since;"  that 
"  he  had  rather  be  in  his  grave  than  in  his  pre- 
sent situation;  that  he  had  rather  be  on  his 
farm,  than  be  made  Emporer  of  the  world," 
"and  yet,  that  they  were  charging  him  with 
wanting  to  be  a  Kiog."  What  a  striking  paral- 
lel is  here  observed  between  the  personal  abuse 
heaped  upon  President  Washington  and  Gen. 
Jackson.  Yet  they  both  agree  upon  the  pro- 
priety of  appealing  to  the  people,  as  the  jus>t 
and  appropriate  judges  of  their  conduct  and 
motives. 

The  President  says  in  his  Protest,  with  regard 
to  the  comdemnatory  resolution,  "It  asserts  no 
legislative  power;  proposes  no  legislative  ac- 
tion." To  my  infinite  surprise,  one  or  two  Se- 
nators have  declared  that  legislative  action  was 
intended.  The  discussion  upon  the  resalution 
was  carried  on  here  for  about  four  months.  It 
was  repeatedly  asserted,  by  friends  of  the  ad- 
ministration, as  an  argument  against  the  contin- 
uance of  the  discussion,  and  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  that  it  proposed  no  legislative  action 
— this  was  never  denied;  nor  did  any  one  Sena- 
tor, within  my  hearing,  intimate,  during  the 
whole  period,  that  any  legislation  was  to  grow 
out  of  its  adoption.  This  resolution  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  an  appropriate. 
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committee,  to  report  the  plan  of  action.  Yet 
the  committee  reported  no  legislative  proposi- 
tion, in  truth,  sir,  they  disregarded  this  resolu- 
tion altogether,  and  did  not  report  upon  it  all. 
Already  have  five  months  of  the  session  elapsed, 
and  not  a  word  about  this  legislative  action  has 
been  heard,  except  the  nnere  assertion  referred 
to.in  contradiction  to  the  President's  allegation. 
Sluggish  legislators  indeed!  One  prediction  I 
will  venture  upon,  that  if  the  Senate  continues 
its  session  five  months  longer,  we  shall  not  see  a 
legislative  proposition  brought  forward  in  this 
body,  to  carry  into  effect  any  object  whatever 
connected  with  this  resolution.  And  for  the 
most  decisive  of  all  reasons,  viz:  In  its  very 
nature  it  cannot  be  the  subject  of  legislation.  If 
it  can,  I  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  how.— 
The  protest,  therefore,  is  no  interference  with 
any  business  pending  before  the  Senate. 

Another  objection  is  made  to  receiving  this 
paper,  for  the  reason  that  it  contains  the  pro- 
ceedings and  resolutions  of  the  Legislatures  of 
three  of  the  States  of  this  Union,  approving,  in 
the  most  unequivocal  terms,  the  course  of  the 
Executive,  which  has  been  here  the  subject  of 
condemnation.  It  also  states  the  fact,  truly, that 
four  Senators  from  these  States  voted  for  the 
resolution,  and  that  had  their  votes  been  cast 
against  it,  it  would  not  have  been  adopted.  But 
the  President,  in  thus  referring  to  these  resolu- 
tions and  instructions,  expressly  disclaims  and 
repudiates  all  authority  or  design  to  interfere 
with  the  responsibility  due  from  members  ol  the 
Senate  to  their  own  conscience,  their  constitu- 
ents, and  their  country.  Yet,  gentlemen  charge 
him,  notwithstanding  this  emphatic  disclaimer, 
with  the  very  design  he  repudiates.  Where  a 
pure  and  justifiable  motive  can  be  assigned  for 
any  particular  transaction,  it  is  the  part  and 
course  of  innocence  and  justice  to  assign  it,  ra- 
ther than  a  corrupt  one. 

This  is  more  especially  necessary  to  avoid  the 
suspicion  that  we  reason  from  our  own  infirmi- 
ties to  those  of  others.  Is  it  at  all  strange  that 
the  Executive,  attacked  in  all  the  various  ways 
which  an  ingenious  and  talented  opposition  could 
devise,  and  who  had  been  condemned,  too,  by  a 
vote  of  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Government, 
should  in  the  progress  of  a  defence  against  his 
accusers  and  their  accusations,  avail  himself  of 
all  the  respectable  authorities  within  his  reach, 
to  sustatn  the  soundness  of  his  principles,  and 
the  correctness  of  his  conduct  ?  And  what  au- 
thority, in  this  country,  is  more  to  be  relied  on, 
in  the  construction  of  the  Constitution,  than  that 
of  the  States  of  the  Union,  who  alone  have 
the  power  to  alter  and  amend  it  ?  The  Presi- 
dent says  that  the  facts  belong  to  the  history  of 
the  proceedings,  and  are  important  to  the  just 
development  of  the  principles  and  interests  in- 
vol\ed  in  them,  as  well  as  to  the  proper  vindi- 
cation of  the  Executive  Department.  No  other 
motive  could  have,  existed  than  the  one  stated. 
All  the  facts  were  known  to  .  the  world  :  had 
been  avowed  by  the  Senators  concerned,  on  this 
floor,  and  they  justified  their  continued  disobe- 
dience to  the  instructions  of  their  several  Legis- 
latures.    The  object  of  the  President  was,  to 
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present  to  the  country  his  defence  in  a  connected 
form,  and  in  a  mode,  too,  which  would  perpetu- 
ate it,  through  all  time  to  come. 

Mr.  President,  it  has  been  anticipated  by  ©ne 
gentleman,  that  a  proposition  is  to  come  from 
some  quarter,  to  so  alter  the  Constitution  as  to 
give  the  several  States  the  power  to  recall  their 
Senators.  Upon  that  subject,  I  have  this  to  say: 
that  whenever  I  am  convinced,  that,  by  the 
election  of  Senators,  the  States  part,  irrevocably, 
for  the  term  of  six  years,  with  the  right  of  being 
truly  represented  on  this  floor,  I  shall  advocate 
such  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution  as  will 
correct  so  fatal  an  evil.  If  there  is  any  branch 
of  this  Government  which  represents,  more  ex- 
clusively than  any  other,  the  sovereignty  of  the 
States,  that  branch  is  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States.  And  whenever  I  discover  that  the  sov-. 
ereign  power  in  a  State  cannot  instruct  their  re- 
presentatives here,  or,  when  instructed,  that 
there  is  no  corresponding  duty  of  obedience  on 
the  part  of  the  representatives,  I  shall  use  my 
humble  efforts  to  produce  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution,  to  embrace  both  of  these  indispen- 
sable requisites  of  a  tree  government.  I  will 
not  now,  sir,  enter  into  the  question,  whether, 
for  the  purposes  of  instructions,  the  Legislature, 
or  the  People  of  a  State,  constitute  the  sovereign 
power.  But  I  beg  leave  to  read  to  the  Senate  a 
few  paragraphs  from  a  report  of  the  Virginia 
Legislature,  adopted  some  years  ago,  upon  this 
very  subject.  This  report  expresses  the  views  I 
entertain  upon  this  point — is  beautifully,  and  in 
my  judgment,  unanswerably  written.  After 
tracing  the  doctrine  of  instruction  down  through 
English  history,  and  showing  that  the  Whigs  of 
England  acknowledged  the  right,  (whatever  our 
new-light  Whigs  lately  sprung  in  amongst  us 
may  think  of  it.)  and  after  showing,  in  the  clear- 
est manner,  that  the  right  of  the  constituent  to 
instruct  the  representative  is  an  essential  princi- 
ple of  the  representative  system,  the  report  pro- 
ceeds to  say  :  "But  although  the  position  be  ad- 
mitted, which,  indeed,  it  seems  impossible  to 
deny,  that  the  people  have  a  right  to  instruct 
our  immediate  representatives,  or  that  the  peo- 
ple composing  each  State  in  their  sovereign  ca- 
pacity, may  instruct  their  Senators  in  Congress, 
it  may  still  be  denied  that  the  State  Legislatures 
have  any  such  right  of  instruction." 

"It  is  obvious  to  remark,  in  the  first  place, 
that  those  who  allow  to  the  people  of  each 
State  the  exercise  of  this  act  of  sovereignty, 
the  instruction  of  their  Senators,  and  deny  the 
same  power  to  the  State  Legislatures,  give  us 
the  empty  theory  and  deny  us  the  beneficial 
practice  of  such  instructions.  It  is  difficult  to 
conceive  how  the  people  can  give  such  instruc- 
tions, otherwise  than  through  their  State  Le- 
gislatures." 

'•The  several  State  constitutions,  saving  to 
the  people  the  sole  right  to  alter,  amend,  op 
abolish  the  forms  of  Government,  saving  certain 
other  great  natural  rights,  which  the  legisla- 
tures are  forbidden  to  touch,  and  excepting 
certain  powers  specified  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  which  are  transferred  bf  the 
people  and  by  the   States,  from  the  Stats  go- 
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yernments  to  the  General  Government,  do  cer- 
tainly vest  in  the  State  Legislatures  every  pow- 
er and  attribute  of  sovereignty,  which  the  peo- 
ple themselves  would  otherwise  exercise  in 
person.  Those  Legislatures  are,  in  fact,  in  the 
daily  exercise  of  all  powers  belonging  to  the 
State  sovereignty,  except  those  thus  forbidden 
to  them.  Now,  the  power  to  instruct  the  Se- 
nators of  the  States  in  Congress,  has  not  been 
forbidden  by  the  State  constitutions  to  the  State 
Legislatures,  and  retained  by  the  people  in 
their  own  hands." 

' '  Therefore  the  State  Legislatures  may  ex- 
ercise this  act  of  sovereignty,  this  right  of  in- 
structing their  Senators,  as  properly  as  they 
may  exercise  any  of  those  powers  which  they 
exercise  daily  without  any  doubt  about  their 
right,  and  which  yet  are  not  granted  to  them 
by  any  express  delegation." 

Other  objections  have  been  taken  to  the  pro- 
test hardly  worth  mentioning,  because  they  are 
so  totally  groundless.  For  instance,  it  has  been 
said  that  the  President  refers  to  his  oath  of  of- 
fice as  a  source  of  power.  Upon  referring  to 
the  paper,  you  find  that  the  oath  of  office  is  re- 
ferred to,  only  by  way  of  attesting  the  impor- 
tance of  the  duties  of  the  executive  office  in 
the  view  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution. 

The  resolutions  now  before  us  change  upon 
the  President  another  violation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion in  sending  to  us  his  defence  and  protest, 
for  which  he  is  now  upon  trial  again,  without 
any  opportunity  of  defending  himself,  and  he  is 
about  to  be  tried  and  condemned  for  presenting 
a  paper  which  we  may,  and  probably  shall  re- 
fuse to  receive.  So  inexpressibly  sublimated  is 
the  dignity  of  this  august  body,  that  we  may 
well  expect  a  proposition  to  condemn  the  Ex- 
ecutive for  violations  of  the  Constitution,  when- 
ever he  shall  look  at  the  Capitol.  But  of  all 
the  extraordinary  pretensions  which  any  branch 
of  any  free  government  ever  set  up,  is  the  one 
contained  in  one  of  the  resolutions  declaring 
that  the  President  had  violated  the  privileges 
of  the  Senate,  for  daring  to  question  the  infalli- 
bility o-  their  opinions  and  decisions.  Gentle- 
men, too,  with  a  wisdom  and  research,  which 
marks  the  course  of  the  opposition  to  the  pre- 
sent administration,  refer  us  to  the  British  his- 
tory of  parliamentary  proceedings,  to  show  that 
the  King  cannot  interfere  with  pending  subjects 
of  legislation  before  the  House  of  Lords! ! 


Yet,  we  have  not  been  shown  a  case  where 
the  Lords  have  considered  their  privileges  vio- 
lated by  the  King's  sending  his  defence  and 
protest  to  them  upon  a  matter  determined,  and 
no  longer  pending  in  a  legislative  shape,  as  was 
the  case  with  the  resolution  against  which  our 
republican  President  protests. 

Let  us  examine ,  however,  the  British  doc- 
trine of  parliamentary  privilege.  The  only  de- 
finition of  privilege  which  I  have  ever  met  with, 
is  that  given  by  Sir  John  Fortesque,  described 
by  Blackstone,  as  follows  : 

"  The  privileges  of  Parliament  are  likewise 
very  large  and  indefinite.  And,  therefore, 
when,  in  31  Henry  Sixth,  the  House  of  Lords 
propounded  a  question  to  the  Judges  concern- 
ing them,  the  Chief  Justice,  Sir  John  Fortesque, 
in  the  name  of  his  brethren,  declared  that  they 
ought  not  to  make  answer  to  that  question  ;  for 
it  hath  not  been  used  aforetime,  that  the  Justi- 
ces should  in  any  wise  determine  the  privileges 
of  the  High  Court  of  Parliament.  For  it  is  so 
high  and  mighty  in  its  natuie,  that  it  may  make 
law;  and  that  which  is  law,  it  may  ncake  no 
law;  and  the  determination  and  knowledge  of 
that  privilege  belongs  to  the  Lords  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  not  to  the  Justices." 

To  exemplify  this  doctrine,  I  have  looked  to 
the  practice  of  the  British  Parliament,  upon 
this  their  theory,  and  now  beg  leave  to  read  to 
the  Senate  a  case  from  an  old  standard  English 
work,  called  "  Lex  Farliamentaria." 

"Johnson,  a  servant  to  Sir  James  Whitlock, 
a  member  of  the  Commons  House,  was  arrested 
upon  an  execution  by  Moore  and  Lock,  who 
being  told  that  Sir  James  Whitlock  was  a  Par- 
liament man,  Fulk,  one  of  the  prosecutors, 
said,  he  had  known  greater  men's  men  than 
Sir  James  Whitlock's  taken  from  their  masters' 
heels  in  Parliament  times.  This  appearing. 
Lock  and  Moore  were  called  into  the  bar,  and 
by  the  judgment  of  the  House,  were  sentenced, 
first,  that  at  the  bar  they  should  ask  forgiveness 
of  the  House  and  of  Sir  James  Whitlock  on 
their  knees;  secondly,  that  they  should  both 
ride  upon  one  horse,  bare-backed,  back  to  back, 
from  Westminster  to  the  Exchange,  with  pa- 
pers on  their  breasts,  and  this  inscription:  For 
i  arresting  a  servant  of  a  member  of  the  Com- 
ImoHs  House  of  Parliament;  and  this  to  be  done 
I  sedenti  curia.    Which  sentence  was  pronounced 
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by  Mr.  Speaker  against  them  at  the  bar  upon 
their  knees.'* 

Thus  we  see,  Mr.  President,  something  of 
the  character  of  the  privileges  of  an  English 
Parliament,  and  it  is  by  the  aid  of  such  authoii 
ty  that  we  are  now  called  upon  to  decide  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  has  commit- 
ed  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  Senate,  in 
virtue  of  our  power  derived  from  our  English; 
prototype,  to  make  that  which  is  law  no  law, 
and  vice  versa.  Can  we  appeal  to  nothing 
more  rational?  Have  not  the  framers  of  our 
Constitution  given  us  all  the  security  which  rea- 
son and  liberty  require?  The  Constitution  has 
secured  to  each  House  of  Congress,  in  express 
terms — 

1st.  The  privilege  of  freedom  from  arrest  of 
the  persons  of  members. 

2d.  Exemption  from  question  elsewhere  for 
what  is  said  in  the  House. 

3d.  Power  over  their  own  members  and  pro- 
ceeding. 

As  illustrative  of  this  view  of  our  privileges, 
suffer  me  to  read  an  extract  from  Jefferson's 
Manuel : 

"  The  editor  of  the  Aurora  having,  in  his  pa- 
per of  February  19th,  1800,  inserted  some  para- 
graphs defamatory  of  the  Senate,  and  failed  in 
his  appearance,  he  was  ordered  to  be  committed. 
In  debating  the  legality  of  this  order,  it  was  in- 
sisted, in  support  of  it,  that  every  man,  by  the 
law  of  nature,  and  every  body  of  men,  possesses 
the  right  of  self-defence;  that  all  public  f  anc- 
tionaries  are  essentially  invested  with  the  powers 
of  self-preservation;  that  they  have  an  inherent 
right  to  do  all  acts  necessary  to  keep  themselves 
in  a  condition  to  discharge  the  trusts  confided  to 
them;  that,  whenever  authorites  are  given,  the 
means  of  carrying  them  into  execution  are  given 
by  necessary  implication;  that  thus  we  see  the 
British  Parliament  exercise  the  right  of  punish- 
ing contempts;  all  the  State  Legislatures  exer- 
cise the  same  power;  and  every  court  does  the 
same;  that  if  we  have  it  not,  we  sit  at  the  mercy 
of  every  intruder  who  may  enter  our  doors  or 
gallery,  and  by  noise  and  tumult,  render  pro- 
ceeding in  business  impracticable;  that  if  our 
tranquillity  is  to  be  perpetuallyjdisturbedjby  news- 
paper defamation,  it  will  not  be  possible  to  ex- 
ercise our  functions  with  the  requisite  coolness 
and  deliberation;  and  that  we  must,  therefore, 
have  a  power  to  punish^  these  disturbers  of  our 
peace  and  proceedings. 

•'  To  this  it  was  answered,  that  the  Parlia- 
ment and  courts  of  England  have  cognizance  of 
oontempts  by  the  express.provisions  of  their  law; 
that  the  State  Legislature  s  have  equal  authority, 
because  their  powers  are  plenary;  they  represent 
their  constituents  completely,  and  possess  all 
their  powers,  except  such  as  their  constituents 
have  expressly  denied  them;  that  the  courts  of 
the  several  States  have  the  same  powers  by  the 
laws  of  their  States,  and  those  of  the  Federal 
Government  by  the  same  State  laws  adopted  in 
caen  State  by  a  law  of  Congress;  that  none  of 
iiese  bodies,  therefore,  derive  those  powers 
Vora  natural  or  necessary  right,  but  from  express 
law,  that  Congress  have  no  such  natural  or  ne- 


cessary power,  or  any  powers  but  such  as   are 
given  them  by  the  Constitution;  that  that  has 
given  them,   directly,  exemption  from  personal 
arrest,   exemption  from  question  elsewhere  for 
what  is  said  in   their  House,  and  power   over 
their  own  members  and  proceedings;  for  these 
no  further  law  is  necessary — the   Constitution 
being  the  law — that,  moreover,  by  the  article  of 
the   Constitution,  which  authorizes   them    "to 
make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  powers  vested  by  the   Consti- 
tution in  them,"  they  may  provide  by  law.  for  an 
undisturbed  exercise  of  their  functions — e  g.  for 
the  punishment  of  contempts,  or  affrays  or  tu  - 
mult  in  their  presence,  &c,  but,  till  the  law  be 
made,  it  does  not  exist;  and  does  not  exi  st  from 
their  own  neglect;  that  in  the  mean  time,  howev- 
er, they  are  not  unprotected,  the  ordina  ry  ma- 
gistrates and  courts  of  law  being  open  and  com- 
petent to  punish  all  unjustifiable  distu  ranees 
or  defamations,  and  even  their  own   sergeant, 
who  may  appoint  deputies,  ad  libitum,  to  aid  him 
— 3  Grey  59,  147,  255 — is  equal  to  small  distur- 
bances.    That  in  requiring  a  previous  law,  the 
Constitution  had  regard  to   the  inviolability  of 
the  citizen,  as  well  as  of  the  member;  as  should 
one  House,  in  the  regular  form  of  a  bill,  aim  at 
too  broad  privileges,  it  may  be  checked  by  the 
other,  and  both  by  the  President;  and  also  a  law 
being  promulgated,  the  citizen  will  know  how  to 
avoid  offence.     But  if  one  branch  may  assume 
its  own  privileges  without  control,  if  it  may  do  it 
on  the  spur  of  the  occasion,  conceal  the  law  in 
its  own   breast,  and   after  the  fact  committed, 
make  its   sentence  both  the  law  and  the  judg- 
ment, on  that  fact;  if  the  offence  is    to  be   kept 
undefined,  and  to   be   declared  only  ex  re  nala, 
and  according  to  the  passions  of  the   moment, 
and  there  being  no  limitation,  either  in  the  man- 
ner or  measure  of  the  punishment,  the  condition 
of  the  citizen  will  be  perilous  indeed.     Which  of 
these  doctrine  is  to   prevail,  time  will  decide. 
Where  there  is  no   fixed  law,  the  judgment  on 
any  particular  case  is  the  law  of  that  particular 
case  only,  and  dies  with  it.     When  a  new  and 
even  a  similar  case  arises,  the  judgment  which 
is  to  make,  and  at  the  same  time  apply  the  law, 
is  ^open  to  question   and  consideration,  as  are 
all  new  laws.     Perhaps  Congress,  in  the  mean 
time,  in  their  care  for  the  safety  of  the   citizen, 
as  well  as  that  for  their  own  protection,  may  de- 
clare by  law,  what  is   necessary  and  proper  to 
enable  them  to  carry  into  execution  the   powers 
vested  in  them ,  and  thereby  hang  up  a  rule  for 
the  inspection  of  all  which  may  direct  the  con- 
duct of  the  citizen,  and  at  the  same  time  test  the 
judgments  they  shall  themselves  pronounce  in 
their  own  case." 

1  take  it  for  granted,  that,  until  Congress  shall 
pass  laws  regulating  its  privileges,  we  must  look 
alone  at  the  enumerate  grants  of  privileges  in 
the  Constitution,  and  to  the  ordinary  judicial 
tribunals,  for  our  necessary  protection  and  safe- 
ty. The  only  interference  with  the  doctrines  of 
Mr.  Jefferson,  upon  this  point,  happened  in  a 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  U.  States, 
in  the  case  of  Anderson  vs.  Dunn.  Although 
that  opinion  does  not,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
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touch  the  privilege  now  for  the  first  time  claimed 
in  this  or  any  other  country,  yet  I  must  say,  I 
am  not  reconciled  to  its  doctrines.  I  understand 
the  doctrine  of  that  case  to  be,  not  only  that  the 
power  of  punishment  for  contempts  is  implied 
from  necessity,  but  that  the  degree  of  punish- 
ment is  only  limited  "to  the  least  possible  power 
adequate  to  the  end" — which  can  mean  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  a  power  of  punishment  to 
any  extent  which  the  offended  party  may  deem 
adequate. 

That  case,  however,  furnishes  a  principle  to- 
tally at  war  with  the  present  charge  upon  the 
President,  of  breach  of  privilege.  The  court 
declare  "  that  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  power 
to  institute  a  prosecution,  must  be  dependent 
upon  the  power  to  punish."  What  punishment, 
let  me  ask,  can  one  co-ordinate  branch  of  this 
Government  inflict  upon  another?  We  can  have 
no  hesitation  in  deciding  upon  what  some  of 
his  triers  for  this  breach  of  privilege  would 
deem  "  adequate"  punishment,  if  the  power  to 
punish  existed.  More  than  one  of  his  triers  has 
already  declared,  that  President  Jackson  has 
done  that,  in  regard  to  this  bank,  which,  if  done 
by  a  British  Monarch,  would  have  brought  his 
head  to  the  block.  Most  righteous  and  merciful 
judges!  The  President's  only  offence  is,  that  he 
has  presented  a  view  of  his  own  rights  and 
powers,  in  opposition  to  the  expressed  opinions 
of  the  Senate,  which  no  Senator  has  or  can 
answer,  except  by  declaring  that  he  has  been 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  privilege!!  And  this  re- 
sult is  arrived  at,  not  from  any  view  of  our  own 
Constitution  and  laws,  but  from  researches  into 
the  unadulterated  nonsense  of  the  privileges  of 
a  British  Parliament. 

Should  we  not  rather  consult  the  good  sense 
of  our  own  times,  and  if  we  can  find  no  prece- 
dents in  the  history  of  our  own  proceedings,  we 
shall  not  disgrace  ourselves  by  imitating  the  ex- 
amples of  our  State  Legislatures.  I  have  come 
across  a  parallel  case:  I  mean  to  say  parallel  in 
every  point  of  view  where  any  essential  princi- 
ple is  involved,  in  the  Legislative  history  of  that 
firmly  democratic  and  dignified  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. The  late  venerable  Governor  of  that 
Commonwealth,  who  was  one  of  the  signers'of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  lived,  also,  as 
does  our  President,  in  high  party  times,  when 
"  inter  facliones  legis  silent.''  Amongst  other 
violent  persecutions,  he  was  charged,  in  1807, 
with  having  violated  the  Constitution,  and  arti- 
cles of  impeachment  were  reported  against  him 
by  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  most  of  these  articles  said  nothing  in  terms 
of  a  criminal  intent.  At  a  subsequent  session, 
in  1808,  this  report  was  taken  up  and  indefinite- 
ly postponed.  After  this  decision,  his  biogra- 
pher informs  us  that — 

"  On  the  next  day  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
monwealth presented  a  replication  from  the 
Governor,  relative  to  the  charges  exhibited 
against  him  by  the  committee  ;  which,  being 
read,  Mr.  Sergeant  inquired  whether  the  com- 
munication would  be  inserted  on  the  J-  urnal? 
A  variety  of  objections  being  made  to  this  mea- 
sure, a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Sergenn',  and 


seconded  by  Mr  Ingham,  that  the  message  be 
inserted  at  large  on  the  Journal:  on  the  ques- 
tion being  taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative." 

The  biographer  then  goes  on  to  say: 
"The  defence  of  Mr.  McKean  offers  a  bright 
contrast  to  the  report  of  his  accusers;  and  we 
cannot  refrain  from  extracting  its  exordium,  as 
an  evidence  of  the  dignity  with  which  he  repell- 
ed unestablished  denunciations,  of  the  modera- 
tion and  magnanimity  which  lie  displayed 
throughout;  the  replication,  and  of  the  self- 
command  and  respect,  which  forbade  him  to 
descend  to  the  language  of  his  enemies.  *  A 
long  and  dangerous  illness,' he  begins,  'the 
sympathy  of  friends,  and  the  advice  of  physi- 
cians, deprived  me  of  an  opportunity  to  peruse 
the  journal,  or  to  have  the  least  knowledge  of 
the  proceedings  in  relation  to  an  impeachment 
of  my  official  conduct,  for  more  than  a  month 
after  the  termination  of  the  last  session  of  the 
General  Assembly.  And,  since  that  period,  a 
proper  respect  for  the  exercise  of  constitution- 
al powers  has  restrained  every  disposition,  on 
my  part,  to  answer  the  charges  which  have  been 
exhibited  against  me,  while  those  charges  con- 
tinued a  subject  of  deliberation.  But  the  de- 
licacy which  has  thus  recognized  your  constitu- 
tional jurisdiction,  must  not  be  allowed  to  ab- 
sorb every  consideration  that  is  due  to  my  own 
fame,  to  the  feelings  of  my  family,  and  to  the 
opinion  of  the  world.  The  accusation,  though 
not  confirmed  by  the  ultimate  vote  of  the  House, 
has  been  deliberately  framed,  has  been  openly 
discussed,  and  will  pass,  among  the  legislative 
records ,  into  the  hands  of  our  constituents,  and 
our  posterity,  with  all  its  concomitant  semblance 
of  proof,  and  asperity  of  animadversion.  The 
decision,  that  expresses  your  renunciation  of 
the  impeachment,  affects  me,  indeed,  with  its 
justice  and  its  independence;  but  it  is  a  decision 
which  precludes  the  employment  of  the  regu- 
lar means  of  defence,  before  a  competent  tribu- 
nal; and,  therefore,  compels  me,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  vindication,  to  claim  a  page  in  the  same 
volume  that  serves  to  perpetuate  against  me  the 
imputation  of  official  crimes  and  misdemeanors. 
It  is  incompatible ,  gentlemen,  with  my  view 
of  the  solemnity  of  the  occasion,  to  descend  to 
the  language  of  invective  or  complaint.  By 
exposing  the  depravity  of  other  men,  I  should 
do  little  to  demonstrate  my  own  innocence;  and 
an  expression  of  sensibility  at  any  personal  in- 
dignity that  has  been  inflicted,  might  be  con- 
strued into  an  encroachment  upon  the  freedom 
of  legislative  debate. 

•'But  the  tenor  of  my  public  and  private  life 
will,  I  hope,  be  sufficient  to  repel  every  vague 
and  declamatory  aspersion.  The  discernment  of 
our  constituents  will  readily  detect  any  latent 
motive  of  hatred  and  malice.  The  justice  of  the 
Legislature  upholds  an  ample  shield  agaiust  the 
spiiit  of  persecution;  and  the  conscious  rectitude 
of  my  own  mind  will  yield  a  lasting  consolation, 
amidst  all  the  vicissitudes  of  popular  fuvc/  aid 
applause.  That  I  may  have  erred  in  judgment 
that  I  .nay  have  been  mistaken  in  my  general 
views  of  public  policy;  and  that  1  may  have  been 
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deceived  by  the  objects  of  Executive  confidence, 
or  benevolence,  I  am  not  so  vain,  nor  so  credu- 
lous, as  to  deny;  though,  in  the  present  instance, 
I  am  still  without  the  proof,  and  without  the  be- 
lief; but  the  firm  and  fearless  position  which  I 
take  invites  the  scrictest  scrutiny,  upon  a  fair 
exposition  of  our  constitution  and  laws,  into  the 
sincerity  and  truth  of  the  general  answer  given 
to  my  accusers — that  no  act  of  my  public  life 
was  ever  done  from  a  corrupt  motive;  nor  without 
a  deliberate  opinion  that  the  act  was  lawful  and 
proper  in  itself.  Mr.  M'Kean  then  proceeds,  in 
a  circumstantial  and  irrefutable  manner,  sepa- 
rately to  repel  the  charges  of  the  committee;  and 
triumphantly  to  vindicate  his  character,  in  every 
particular,  from  the  aspersions  with  which  it  had 
been  assailed.  This  replication  comprehends  a 
very  learned  and  masterly  disquisition  upon 
many  of  the  constitutional  powers  and  duties  of 
the  Executive,  and,  upon  repeated  reference  to 
it,  it  has  been  found  to  bear  the  cautious  scrutiny 
of  unimpassioned  judgment,  and  to  furnish  a 
safe,  a  clear,  and  a  useful  guide  in  the  elucida- 
tion of  cases  involving  points  similar  to  those 
which  he  professess  to  discuss." 

Is  the  case  before  us  to  be  distinguished  from 
that  of  Governor  McKean  on  the  ground  that  his 
reply  was  to  articles  prepared  by  a  committee, 
instead  of  its  having  been  a  reply  to  a  resolution 
of  the  House  itself?  If  any  authority  for  this 
discrimination  can  be  found,  I  will  give  up  the 
precedent.  Have  we  not  received  protests  from 
the  Legislatures  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
charging  upon  us  violations  of  the  Constitution, 
in  passing  tariff  laws,  and  have  we  not  entered 
the  protests  upon  our  journals?  Before  we  get 
round  the  force  of  the  precedent,  we  must  resort 
to  the  authority  of  Fortesque,  and  declare  that  to 
be  no  law  which  we  have  declared  to  be  law. 
Let  us,  Mr.  President,  give  up  this  idle  and  dis- 
gusting claim  of  privilege,  and  enter  this  protest 
upon  the  Journal,  and  answer  it  dispassionately, 
like  rational  men,  if  we  can,  and  let  our  fellow- 
citizens,  whose  heads  are  not  yet  turned  by  an 
exhibition  of  the  glories  of  the  privileges  of  an 
English  House  of  Lords,  decide  the  matter  be- 
tween the  President  and  the  Senate. 

I  cannot  conclude,  sir,  without  remarking 
upon  the  unkind  criticisms  of  gentlemen  upon 
the  allusions  which  the  President  makes,  in 
justification  of  his  patriotic  motives,  to  the  en- 
daring  memorials  of  that  contest  in  which  Ame- 
rican Libei'ty  was  purchased,  which  he  now 
bears  upon  his  bosom.  This,  too,  is  charged  to 
have  been  done  with  the  low  design  of  enlisting 
the  feelings  of  the  people  on  his  side  in  this 
controversy,  if  controversy  it  must  be  called, 
and  some  doubts  have  been  expressed  as  to  its 
truth.  Enumerai  vulnera  miles.  Let  the  soldier 
count  his  wounds  without  reproach.  If  this  be 
crime,  and  a  breach  of  privilege  too,  is  there  a 
Revolutionary  officer  or  soldier  living  who  is  not 
equally  guilty?  Search  your  records,  and  ran- 
sack the  pigeon  holes  of  your  Secretary's  office, 
find  the  name  of  every  one  who  has  presented 
a  petition  to  you,  and  then  send  your  Sergeant- 
at-Arms  to  bring  them  into  your  chamber.  Ar- 
raign, try,   condemn,  punish,   and  incarcerate 


them;  then  put  a  tongue  in  every  wound  you 
see,  and  teach  it  to  sing  hosannahs  to  the  all- 
pervading,  all-absorbing,  transcendent,  omnis- 
cient, omnipotent  privileges  of  the  Senate.  It 
is  the  duty  of  patriotism  to  ask  the  remnant  of 
our  Revolutionary  veterans  to  leave  us  all  the 
evidences  of  hardships  and  dangers  of  the  strug- 
gle through  which  they  passed.  Never  did 
Desdemona  listen  with  a  more  greedy  ear  to  the 
tales  of  Othello's  disastrous  chances,  than  we, 
in  our  childhood,  to  the  recitals  of  the  battles, 
sieges,  and  fortunes,  of  our  Revolutionary  he- 
roes; "so  well  their  words  become  them  as  their 
wounds;  they  smacked  of  honor  both."  When 
they  have  gone,  let  us  repeat  their  stories  to  our 
progeny,  till  we  see  the  tear  of  gratitude  glis- 
tening in  their  eyes,  and  their  countenances 
lighted  up  with  a  glow  of  patriotism  direct  from 
the  heart.  Then  turn  to  them  the  other  side  of 
the  tapestry.  Show  them  the  envy,  malice,  un- 
charitableness,  and  mad  ambition  of  the  wretch 
in  human  form,  who  never  perilled  a  hair  in  his 
country's  service,  stretching  out  his  sacrilegi- 
ous hand  to  snatch  a  laurel  from  the  silvered 
brow  of  the  aged  warrior,  sinking  to  his  eternal 
rest. 

May  our  venerable  President  live  to  count  his 
wounds,  "longer  than  I  have  time  to  tell  his 
years."  And  when  Old  Time  shall  lead  him  to 
his  end,  "patriotism,  goodness,  and  he,  fill  up 
one  monument." 

Mr.  WILKINS  then  moved  that  the  Senate 
go  into  executive  business  upon  the  subject  to 
which  he  had  adverted  a  few  days  since. 

This  motion  being  agreed  to,  the  Senate  went 
into  executive  session;  after  which,  on  the  doors 
being  opened, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  11  o'clock. 

A  number  of  bills  were  reported  from  the  dif- 
ferent committees,  and  appropriately  referred. 

The  bills  and  resolutions  on  the  Speaker's 
table,  were  taken  up  and  disposed  of,  after 
which, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POLK, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr. 
Hubbard  in  the  Chair,  and  the  appropriation 
bill  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  strike  out  the  follow- 
ing items: 

"For  the  salary  of  a  clerk  in  the  Topographi- 
cal Bureau,  one  thousand  dollars;" 

"For  the  salary  of  a  clerk  in  the  Clothing  Bu- 
reau, seven  hundred  dollars." 

Mr.  McK.  said,  there  was  no  necessity  for 
those  appropriations,  and  it  was  the  first  time 
they  had  appeared  in  an  appropriation  bill.  The 
sums  for  the  first  had  formerly  been  paid  out  of 
the  contingent  fund;  the  other  had  usually  been 
included  in  the  purchasing  department.  If, 
however,  the  committee  were  in  favor  of  creat- 
ing a  new  clerkship,  he  had  nothing  to  say 
about  it. 

Mr.  POLK  explained.  The  object  of  one 
item  was  to  increase  the  salary  of  a  clerk  who 
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was  already  employed;  and  the  other  clerk  was 
a  substitute  for  an  officer  who  had  been  discon- 
tinued in  the  purchasing  department,  the  busi- 
ness having  been  transferred  to  the  Clothing  Bu- 
reau. 

Mr.  ADAMS  objected  to  the  word  "Bureau" 
being  used  in  an  appropriation  bill.  It  was  a 
word  which  he  understood  in  the  French  lan- 
guage, and  as  applied  to  the  French  Govern- 
ment; but  not  in  our  language,  nor,  when  ap- 
plied to  our  Government.  He  wished  to  know 
if  there  was  any  law  authorizing  the  Secretary 
at  War  to  divide  his  department  into  Bureaux. 
He  was  not  opposed  to  an  increase  of  public  of- 
ficers, if  the  public  business  required  it;  but  he 
wished  that  all  officers  should  be  established  by, 
and  organized  according  to  law. 

Mr.  POLK  showed,  by  reference  to  former 
acts,  that  the  word  "Bureau"  was  a  term  recog- 
nized by  Congress.  It  was,  as  he  understood 
it,  a  term  designating  the  different  divisions  of 
clerkships  in  a  department. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  in  reply  said,  that  he  did  not 
know  but  that  the  division  might  be  proper,  but 
thought  that  it  would  give  an  opportunity  to  in- 
genuity in  the  heads  of  departments  to  create 
additional  officers;  he  wished  it  therefore  to  be 
understood  by  those  gentlemen,  that  they  must, 
at  least,  in  re-organizing  their  departments, 
give  some  information  to  Congress  upon  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  of  Mass.,  asked  for  information 
on  the  subject  of  this  new  organization. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  and  Mr.  McKINLEY 
severally  answered  to  the  inquiry,  and  enlarg- 
ed on  the  advantages  accruing  from  the  system, 
on  account  of  the  facilities  afforded  to  busi- 
ness, by  the  division  and  distribution  of  labor. 
Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Vt.,  had  no  wish  to  em- 
barrass the  public  business  by  delay;  but  he 
wished  to  inquire  whether  the  organization  of 
the  bureau  precluded  the  Secretary  from  trans- 
ferring clerks  from  one  branch  of  the  service 
to  another?  If  so,  he  thought  the  arrangement 
extremely  injudicious.  Mr.  E.  argued  on  the 
disparity  of  force,  which  must  at  different  times 
exist  in  the  different  bureaux;  and  stated  that  he 
bad  no  objection  to  any  arrangement  being  made 
which,  whilst  it  preserved  or  increased  the 
usefulness  of  the  subordinate  clerks  of  the  De- 
partment, provided,  at  the  same  time ,  for  the 
necessary  power  of  the  Secretary  to  superin- 
tend, in  all  their  branches,  the  duties  of  the 
officers  under  him.  Still,  this  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered as  applying  only  to  those  clerks  whose 
offices  had  been  created  by  law,  in  contradis- 
tinction to  those  which  might  not  be  thua  es 
tablished. 

Mr.  FOOT  followed  on  the  same  line  of  ar- 
gument. 

Mr.  POLK  referred  to  the  clauses  of  the  bill 
making  appropriations  of  $700  for  a  clerk  in 
the  clothing  buieau,  and  ot  $3,250  for  clerks 
and  messenger  in  the  office  of  the  Commissary 
General  of  Purchases,  which  latter  was  $4,200 
last  year.  The  establishment  of  the  clothing 
bureau,  Mr.  P.  said,  had  entailed  neither  an 
additional  expense  nor  an  additional  elerk  upon 


the  country,  since  a  clerk  had  been  taken  out 
of  the  latter  department  to  do  duty  in  the  for- 
mer. It  was  merely  appropriating  the  same 
amount  of  money  under  a  different  name. 

Mr.  McKAY  had  no  objection  to  the  appro- 
priation, provided  that  a  modification  of  the 
clause  for  the  Commissary  General  of  Purchases 
were  introduced;  but  the  honorable  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  would 
find  himself  mistaken,  if  he  imagined  that  this 
item,  6mall  as  it  was,  would  not  create  an  in- 
crease of  expenditure.  It  was  true  that  the 
clothing  Bureau  was  a  part  of  the  purchasing 
department,  and,  therefore,  they  ought  not  be 
divided.  Mr.  McK.  referred  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  Major  Gallard,  while  receiving  his  pay 
of  brevet  in  the  army. 

Mr.  POLK  explained  that  that  gentleman  was 
only  required  to  perform  services  at  Washing- 
ton. B",  however,  this  appointment  had  been 
objectionable,  it  should  have  been  amended  in 
the  Army  Bill,  which  the  House  had  passed  with- 
out amending  that  clause. 

Mr.  McKAY  contended  that  the  officer  ought 
to  remain  at  his  post,  the  advantages  from  which 
he  was  receiving  in  addition  to  his  remuneration 
at  Washington .  His  appointment  had  created 
a  vacancy.  Mr.  McK.Jsaid  that  the  great  evil  of 
our  system  arose  out  of  the  abundance  of  super- 
numerary officers.  There  were  already  sixteen 
bureaux  in  the  Department  of  War,not  including 
that  of  the  Secretary  Jhimself.  If  the  clause  for 
the  clothing  clerk  were  adopted,  next  session 
Congress  would  be  call  upon  to  provide  an  extra 
clerk,  and  a  messenger,  and  so  the  evil  would 
continue  to  increase. 

Mr.  POLK  asked  which  motion  the  gentle- 
man made  ? 

Mr.  McKAY  said  to  strike  out  both  clauses . 
If  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Poik,)  would  consent  to 
modify  the  first  clause,  so  as  not  to  establish  a 
new  bureaux,  he  would  consent  to  allow  the  ap- 
propriation to  remain  as  it  stood  last  year. 

Mr.  VANCE  said  the  state  of  the  case  was 
this.  The  Commissary  General  of  Purchases, 
was  stationed  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  purchas- 
ed the  articles  required,  and  forwarded  them  to 
the  Quarter  Master  General,  for  transportation. 
This  was  throwing  a  vast  deal  of  labor  into  the 
last  department,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to 
appoint  another  officer.  The  pay  of  the  assis- 
tant had  originally  been  $1,50  per  diem,  but  it 
had  been  reduced  to  $1,25. 

Mr.  J.  Q,.  ADAMS  said,  the  act  referred  to 
bythehon.  member  from  Alba  ma,  (Mr.  M'Kin- 
lkt,)  contained  no  justification  whatever  for  the 
division  of  the  department  into  several  bureaux. 
That  act  provided  forthegraduation  of  salaries,but 
not  for  sub-divisions.  Mr.  A.  said,  when  he  was 
in  that  department  it  was  the  rule  for  all  the 
clerks  to  be  employed  in  the  various  duties  of 
the ;  office  as  their  services  might  be  required. 
Thus  it  was  not  uncommon  for  the  chief  clerk 
to  be  employed  as  a  copying  clerk,  and  so  vice 
versa.  Mr.  A's  principal  objection  lay  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  an  office  by  means  of  an  appro- 
priation bill,  instead  of  by  the  only  legal  course. 
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He  hoped  the  clause  for  a  clerk  of  the  Clothing 
Bureau  would  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  PARKER  preferred  the  clause  as  it  then 
stood. 

Mr.  PARKER  further  continued,  that  this  di- 
via'on  was  necessary,  inasmuch  as  it  established 
an  individual  responsibility  on  the  part  of  these 
clerks. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  strike  out  the  appropriation  for  the  salary  of 
a  clerk  in  the  Topographical  Bureau;the  motion 
was  negatived;  ayes,  63,  noes,  67. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  next  item  of 
the  amendment,  that  also  was  negatived;  ayes, 
61,  noes,  63. 

On  the  clause,  "for  contingencies  in  the  of- 
fice of  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  7000  dollars," 
being  read, 

Mr.  McKAY  said,  there  was  no  necessity  fer 
this  large  force  of  clerks,  in  the  pension  office. 
Why  havl  there  been  this  increase'  In  another 
part  of  the  bill  there  was  an  item,  for  the  sala- 
ries of  additional  clerks  $10,600.  This,  he 
contended  was  wrong.  Congress  alone  could 
create  additional  officers.  Should  they  sustain 
this  amendment,  however,  the  whole  amount 
of  the  sum  above  named  would  be  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Executive;  to  distribute  it 
amongst  as  few  or  as  many  clerks  as  he  might 
think  proper.  It  was  against  the  Constitution 
to  make  appropriations  for  officers  not  appoint- 
ed by  law.  And,  there  was  no  law  by  which 
the  appointment  of  these  temporary  clerks,  for 
temporary  purposes,  was  authorized.  He  would 
ask,  how  it  happened,  that  the  Secretary  of 
War  had  not  asked  tor  the  $5000,  which  it  was 
declared,  had  become  necessary  ? 

Mr.  POLK,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  read  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  stating  that  this  sum  was  necessary. 
$40,332  were  appropriated  last  year,  and  but 
29,400  this  year.  The  appropriation  of  §5000 
was  for  arrearages,  and  was  not  required  for  this 
year:  it  was,  therefore,  improper  to  include  it  in 
the  others.  He  read  a  statement  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Pension  office,  showing  the 
duties,  and  the  clerks  to  perform  them,  with 
their  increase  from  1832  to  1834.  Also,  one 
with  respect  to  the  arrearage  from  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury,  which  explained  that 
the  amount  asked  for  had  been  adjusted,  and 
the  department  was  responsible  for  it.  He  in- 
tended to  move  to  reduce  the  item  from  7000 
to  GJ0O  dollars;  which  he  was  led  to  believe 
would  suffice. 

Mr.  POLK,  in  con'inuation,  entered  into 
statement  of  the  expenses  of  this  item,  for  the 
yaar  1832  and  1833,  and  compared  them  with 
the  pr  posed  appropriation. 

In  reply  to  some  remarks  of  Mr.  McKAY,  he 
r-  ad  a  letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions, 
stating  the  increase  of  the  business  of  that  of- 
fice; «ujd  j4sy  letters  from  the  fir.it  Comptroller 
o>:  tUe  Mibjectof  the  arrearages,  and  from  the 
Department  of  War. 

Mr.  P.  moved  to  insert  the  word  "contingen- 
ts" in  the  .P.l>i*.sei  »o  as  to  make  it  read  '-for 


salaries,  clerk  hire,    and  contingencies,"  for 
1833,  $5,000. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  asked,  what  number  of  ap- 
plications were  now  pending  before  the  Com- 
missioner of  Pensions,  with  a  view  of  ascertain- 
ing what  number  of  these  additional  clerks 
were  required. 

Mr.  POLK  referred  to  the  communication  from 
the  office  which  stated  that  the  principal  por- 
tion of  the  extra  clerks,  in  the  present  condition 
of  business,  would  have  to  be  employed  for  a 
part  of  the  year  1834. 

Mr.  ADAMS  wished  to  know  the  cause  of 
the  discrepancy  of  the  estimates  made  up  in 
September,  or  October,  1833,  and  the  sum 
stated  to  be  necessary  by  the  letter  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Pensions,  of  December  13? 

Mr.  FOOT  attributed  the  excess  in  the  a- 
mount  to  the  change  of  the  pension  agency  by 
the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  POLK  said,  it  must  be  obvious  that  the 
exact  sum  could  not  be  estimated  at  once.  Ev- 
ery gentleman  could  not  fail  to  be  aware  that 
the  number  of  petitions  for  pensions  had  in- 
creased daily  after  the  meeting  of  Congress. -- 
There  were  few  members  of  the  House  who 
had  not  some  application  to  make  in  behalf  of 
persons  making  such  claims.  He  had  two  gen- 
eral remarks  to  make.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  would  not  have  sanctioned  the 
proposed  grant  without  a  conviction  of  its  pro- 
priety, and  in  the  event  of  the  sum,  or  any  part 
of  it,  not  being  wanted,  it  would  revert  to  the 
public  treasury. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  in  reply,  applauded  the  liber- 
ality of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  stated  that  no  man  had  a  more  lively  sense 
than  himself  of  the  merits  and  services  of  the 
venerable  survivors  of  those  who  achieved  the 
freedom  and  independence  of  their  country  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution.  But  he  must  de- 
clare that  he  was  not  satisfied  with  the  expla- 
nation given  of  the  cause  of  this  difference  of 
the  estimate  and  the  statement  made  in  the  letter 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  of  Dec.  13. — 
He  should  move  to  strike  out  the  item. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  said  Mr.  A.,  stated 
that  he  concurred  in  opinion  with  the  Commis  • 
sioner  of  Pensions.  The  commissioner  said  that 
the  expense  would  be  greater  than  he  expected, 
but  he  assigned  no  reasons  for  it.  It  was,  how- 
ever, understood  to  be  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  old  pension  offices  from  the  U.  S. 
Bank  and  its  branches.  If  that  were  not  the 
cause,  he  would  inquire  what  it  was?  If  the 
committee  would  consent  to  strike  out  the  clause 
it  would  be  very  easy  to  restore  it  after  due  in- 
formation had  been  presented  to  the  House.  He 
would  for  one  pledge  himself  that  if  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  would 
obtain  the  information,  and  it  arose  from  any 
other  cause,  he  would  most  cheerfully  agree  to 
the  restoration  of  the  clause,  or  even  to  increase 
it  if  necessary.  Nor  would  he  say,  that,  if  it 
should  be  found  to  arise  from  that  cause,  he 
would  vote  against  it.  He  would  vote  for  double 
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or  treble  the  sum  rather  than  the  old  veterans 
should  suffer. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  had  no  disDosition  to  throw 
an  embarrassment  in  this  branth  of  the  War  De- 
partment, but  the  question  was  interesting  to  us 
all.  He  was  willing  to  vote  for  the  most  liberal  ap- 
propriation to  those  aged  veterans,  but  he  must 
have  information  for  his  guidance  before  he  could 
bring  himself  to  vote  so  large  a  sum  of  money  as 
$5000  for  additional  clerk  hire  for  half  a  year. — 
He  cheerfully  bestowed  every  commendation  up- 
on the  persons  in  the  Pension  Department,  as 
well  as  the  Commissioner  and  Secretary  of  War, 
but  it  was  due  to  the  country,  that  before  voting 
any  of  the  public  money,  the  grounds  of  doing  so 
should  be  well  understood.  He  hoped  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
would  give  the  House  the  necessary  information. 

Mr.  G.  disclaimed  any  intention  to  impede  the 
progress  of  the  bill.  Let  this  particular  clause  be 
suspended  till  the  information  be  furnished,  and 
he  would  go  the  full  length  for  the  appropriation 
if  it  were  found  necessary.  It  was  true  that  the 
increase  of  business  at  the  particular  period  of 
the  year  referred  to  (the  month  of  December, ) 
might  account  for  it  in  part,  but  there  was  no 
proof  offered  of  that  fact,  and  even  if  it  were  so, 
it  would  not  account  for  so  large  an  amount  as 
that  set  down.  He  desired  to  know  what  had 
been  the  additional  clerical  hire  necessary  in 
consequence  of  the  transfer  of  the  pension  agen- 
cy from  the  offices  of  the  United  States  Bank 
and  its  branches,  to  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try? 

The  CHAIR  informed  the  lion,  member  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams)  that  he  had  intima- 
ted his  intention  of  submitting  an  amendment, 
but  had  not  done  so. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  he  then  moved  to  strike  out 
the  whole  clause. 

Mr.  POLK  entered  into  a  further  statement, 
showing  that  a  considerable  reduction  had  taken 
place  from  the  estimate  of  last  year,  being  from 
upwards  of  45,000  dollars  to  less  than  30,000 
dollars,  the  proposed  sum  for  the  present  year, 
or  a  saving  of  nearly  16,000  dollars.  In  the  esti- 
mates of  last  year,  one  single  paragraph  for  ad- 
ditional clerk  hire  was  25,000  dollars.  Mr.  P. 
referred  to  what  fell  from  Mr.  Adams  respecting 
his  willingness  to  reinstate  the  clause. 

Mr.  ADAMS  explained. 

Mr.  POLK  resumed.  He  had  placed  the  com- 
mittee in  possession  of  all  the  information  that 
could  be  desired,  and  having  done  so,  he  thought 
the  onus  then  lay  upon  those  who  objected  to 
the  clause.     It  was  for  them  to  assign  their  rea 


With   reference  to  the  act  of  1789,  Mr.  McC. 
made  some  observations,  when, 

Mr.  McKAY  rose  to  make  an  explanation  re- 
lative to  what  he  had  said  respecting  the  a-;t  of 
1789.  That  act  authorized  the  heads  rf  the 
several  departments  to  appoint  clerks,  fixing 
their  salaries  at  500  dollars.  Various  other  acts 
on  the  same  subject  had  been  passed  from  time 
to  time,  but  up  to  a  recent  period  it  was  cus- 
tomary, when  any  of  the  departments  required 
additional  clerical  hire,  to  apply  to  Congress  for 
an  act  for  that  purpose.  He  would  instance  the 
year  1820,  when  nine  additional  clerks  were  ap- 
pointed to  the  Third  Auditor,  six  to  the  War 
Department,  &c.  These  acts  both  fixed  the 
number  of  clerks  and  the  amount  of  compensa- 
tion, and  the  practice  continued  till  within  the 
last  three  or  four  years,  when  we  get  into  the 
method  of  introducing  it  into  appropriation 
bills. 

Mr.  McCOMAS  so  understood  thehon.  mem- 
ber from  North  Carolina,  before.  The  honor- 
able member  seemed  to  admit  that  the  act  of 
'89  recognized  the  principle  of  allowing  heads 
of  departments  to  employ  additional  clerks.  A- 
dopting  the  same  view  of  the  subject,  Mr.  McC. 
said,  he  felt  disposed  to  vote  against  the  motion 
of  the  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  CAMBItELENG  said,  there  seemed  to 
be  every  disposition  to  make  this  appropriation, 
provided  that  more  information   were   given. 
Now  he  thought  the  reasons  assigned  for  ob- 
jecting to  it  were   any  thing  but  satisfactory. 
Mr.  C.  called  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
the  press  of  business  in  the  Agency  Office  in  the 
months  of  December  and  January;  and  appeal- 
ed to  every  member  who  hadbrought  on  claim? 
for  examination,  not  merely  new  ones,  but  r 
merous  old  ones  with  additional  testimo 
all  of  which  required  the  most  diligwm 
patient   scrutiny.      It  might  certainlifices, 
ing  to  the  fact  of  the  transfer  of  theyere  not 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  toj  but  before 
but  he  rather  thought  not,  sin 
mistaken.the  estimates  had  b  committee  with 
that  event  took  place.     re  made  out  on  the 

Mr.  POLK  would  fu^"the  order  respect- 
the  facts.  The  estir "  ion  agency  did  not 
11th  of  December  P.h  of  January  following, 
ing  the  change  *  Q  nad  thought  it  was  so. 
take  place  *'!^  additional  estimate  arose  in 

Mr.  CA^*","f„u re  still  that  was   not 
Butadm*  oftl«l  m« wore,  »  lence   0f 

conse^e  tore  fuse the  J ardy  veterans  of 

a  fains  gratitude  te  the  worn  ^ 


)le  gentler 


ta^ns  &.'—™-  wmt\A  suggest  to  me  un»«»- 
revolution.  H*/0"™ '?%,  withdraw  the 
s  gentleman  (Mr.  AiuMj} _toj  ^  ^  ^ 

:all  it  v 

I  the  t 

.,,„.„..,«,,,.„ — ^.  „j  -~ o^  vU»..  iWUjti      Mr.  GKENJ*0^"  ".-  -"'     •  nff  anv  delay  «■■ 

had  furnished.     If  the  whole  sum  wjnt  0f  the   motest   intention   ot   inw t|        bful(v  accorded 


clause,  and  to 
mention  to  call  i 

«lv  declaimed  the  r 
could  be  procured  by  the  House  than  v0t  ex  |      Mr.  GRENNELL^waimjjr^^  ^^  delay  t(| 


sons,  and  to  prove  the  impropriety  of  the  est-  mot-lon  for  striking  ou' ^^*!S  to  call  it  up 
mate.     Mr.  P.  added,   that  if  the  clause  st/n    fv  to  the  committee  of  his  in]en""" 
over,  he  did  not  believe  that  more  inforrr  he    when  the  bill  came  before  H 

ii  i       _    -j    i .i y»-       _iU  »-.*.tciT     ii?a  rm 


pended  it  would  be  carried  to  the  &r 
public.  .         , 

Mr  McCOMAS  thought  thr^1  ^  wa. 
ing  of  more  investigation   ^  j>     oW  soVJ 
more  anxious  than  himself"  •.  i.  j,,iqv 

should  be  paid  with  tb<  ^5t  PoSSlble  ^   V 


as 
lers 


motesi   iu««— --  .md  cheertuliv accord- 

those  aged  P/"3'^'^  zeal,thc  fidelity,  and 


the  attention 


fX^'gSboth  the  chairman  of  the 


help  saying 
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mittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  the  hon.  mem- 
ber from  New  York,  dealt  in  ingenious  gene- 
rates, and  strove  to  keep  the  causes  for  this  ad- 
ditional estimate  out  of  sight.  Mr.  G.  believed  it 
to  arise  solely  in  consequence  of  the  transfer  of 
the  agency  commission  from  the  United  States 
Bank,  and  if  it  was  so,  the  admission  ought  to 
be  made. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  considered  the  propo- 
sition of  the  honorable  member  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  Adams,)  intended  rather  to  gratify 
curiosity,  than  to  obtain  information  for  any 
tangible  object.  He  is  not  certain  how  he  shall 
vote!  If  he  finds  the  statement  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  be 
correct,  why,  he  may  then  vote  for  the  clause. 
If  not,  why  perhaps  he  may  still  vote  for  it , 
but  he  is  not  sure.  He  wishes  the  clause  strick- 
en out  in  order  to  ascertain  information;  but 
whatever  may  be  the  information,  he  may  still 
agree  to  the  original  clause.  Surely  they  were 
not  to  be  wasting  the  public  time  and  the  pub- 
lic money,  merely  to  satisfy  a  gentleman's  cu- 
riosity. Mr.  S.  said,  he  thought  the  suggestion 
thrown  out  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  a 
good  one,  and  calculated  to  satisfy  every  one, 
and  he  hoped  to  see  it  adopted. 

Mr.  S .  deprecated  the  delay  occasioned  by 
too  critical  a  contention  on  the  items  of  this 
bill.  It  not  only  affected  those  interested  in 
the  passage  of  this  bill,  but  those  also  who 
were  interested  in  the  bill.  It  affected  the  old 
soldiers;  it  affected  the  light-house  bill,  the 
harbor  bill,  &c.  &c.  He  believed  the  acting 
of  the  heads  of  departments  ought  not  to  be 
weighed  in  golden  scales.  It  was  enough  for 
him  to  know  that  they  said  they  wanted  clerks. 
There  never  had  been  clerks  enough  in  the 
departments. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  contended,  that  they 
ought  to  have  the  details,  the  items  of  these 
expenditures,  as  well  as  the  gross  sums.  If  the 
right  exist  to  appropriate  five  millions,  it  ex- 
isted equally  for  an  appropriation  of  twenty 
millions.  Mr.  D.  went  at  length  into  this  sub- 
ject. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  FOOT,  and  an 
explanation  on  the  part  of  Ma.  Camblbleno, 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  felt  himself  bound  to  re- 
ply to  the  remarks  which  had  fallen  from  the 
gentleman  from  Pa.  (Mr.  Sutherland.)  All 
that  he  had  heard  on  this  subject  convinced  him 
of  the  propriety  of  pursuing  its  inquiry  to  its  full 
extent. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  here  made  some  remarks 
partially  inaudible  to  the  reporter.  Mr.  S.  waa 
understood  by  the  reporter  to  say,  that  he  had  al- 
ways entertained  confidence  in  the  heads  of  de- 
partments under  the  former  administration. 

Mr.  ADAMS  resumed.  The  gentleman  from 
Phila.  (Mr.  Sutherland)  had  said  that  he  had 
entertained  confidence  in  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments, and  that  therefore  he  had  voted  for  all  the 
appropriations.  Of  course  he  must  have  had 
solid  vand  substantial  reasons  for  voting  for  those 
appropriations.    If  he  had  not  such  reasons,  he 


cordance  with  his  principle  to  vote  any  thing  on 
confidence  only.  This  book  (holding  up  a  co- 
py of  the  rules  of  the  House,)  this  book  shews 
that  every  restraint  is  placed  on  the  expenditure 
of  the  public  money.  It  was  for  this  purpose  that 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  all  supplies  can  be  resisted,  whenever 
emergencies  shall  require  a  resort  to  such  a 
measure.  He  expressed  in  a  vehement  tone  and 
manner,  hisjopinion  that  every  member  who  votes 
upon  trust  was  a  traitor  to  the  duty  he  owed  to  his 
country.  Why,  if  this  were  to  be  considered  the 
true  principle,  the  Appropriation  Bill  might  be  read 
three  times  and  passed  in  one  day.  All  debate 
would  be  considered  waste  of  time,  if  this  principle 
could  be  adopted  as  the  true  one.  This  would  be 
the  extent  of  the  principle  if  carried  out,  that  all 
must  be  voted,  that  a  Secretary  may  require.  He 
would  ask  gentlemen  if  such  a  course  could  be 
contended  by  any  member  of  that  House  to  be 
proper,  or  the  principle  leading  to  it,  correct.  It 
was  not  his  principle,  and  it  certainly  never 
should  be.  He  had  said  when  he  was  on  the  floor 
previously,  that  in  his  opinion  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments and  the  gentlemen  who  were  their  subordi- 
nates, were  excellent  officers,  competent  to  carry 
on  the  public  business  in  a  proper  manner. 

He  had  as  much  confidence  in  public  officers 
as  any  one  could  have;  but  he  thought  that 
when  the  money  of  the  people  was  to  be  voted 
away,  the  representatives  of  the  people  had  a 
right  to  know  for  what  purpose  that  money 
was  required.  He  wanted  to  know  the  specific 
object  of  the  grant.  The  gentleman  from  Phi- 
ladelphia had  talked  of  idle  curiosity:  but  there 
was  little  which  could  be  called  idle  curiosity 
in  this  matter,  whatever  therefmight  be  in  rela- 
tion to  other  subjects.  A  member  of  the  House 
had  discovered  that  two  appropriations  had 
been  made  for  one  and  the  same  object  ;  and 
the  fact  had  been  made  known  to  the  House. 
The  obstinacy  with  which  the  announcement  of 
this  discovery  had  been  resisted  was  witnessed 
by  the  House.  It  had  been  resisted  by  a  mem- 
ber on  peril  of  being  thrown  overboard  by  hia 
party. 

Mr.  ADAMS  here  made  a  few  other  remarks, 
which  being  but  imperfectly  heard,  cannot 
with  propriety  be  reported. 

Mr.  POLK,  (the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,)  asked  what  bill  contained 
this  double  appropriation  for  a  similar  bill  ?    Is 
it  this  bill  ? 
Mr.  ADAMS,  of  Mass.     No— not  this  bill. 
Mr.  POLK.     What  bill  is  it  then  * 
Mr.  ADAMS.     The  Indian  Bill ;  the  two  In- 
dian bills.     If  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
(Mr.  Polk,)  has  forgotten  the  circumstance,  I 
have  not;  and  I  will  take  care  that  he  shall  be 
reminded  of  it  when  those  bills  come  up  again. 
Mr.  A,  proceeded.    He  said  he  was  not  dis- 
posed to  place  that  implicit  confidence  in  the 
heads  of  departments  which  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  the 
honorable  member  from  Pennsylvania  thought 
necessary.      The  former  gentleman   said  tbe 


(Mr.  Adams)  did  not  thank  the  gentleman  for  it.  |  onus probandi  was  thrWn  upon  those  who  que*-. 
Mr.  A.  went  on  to  say,  that  it  was  not  in  ac-  tioned  the  propriety  of  »n  appropriation.   ThU 
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was  to  him,  (Mr.  A.)  a  novel  doctrine,  and  a 
principle  he  had  then  beard  for  the  first  time, 
thrown  out  in  that  House.  If  this  were  correct, 
how  could  the  representatives  of  the  people 
discharge  their  duty  faithfully  and  honestly  ? 
How  was  he  to  prove  a  demand  to  be  unneces- 
sary >  The  anus  was,  according  to  every  fair 
principle,  thrown  on  the  other  side.  If,  how- 
ever, this  were  the  correct  principle  on  which 
they  were  to  vote  the  people's  money  away,  he 
should  feel  it  supererogatory  ever  to  put  ano- 
ther question.  He  had  moved  to  strike  out 
this  item,  not  for  the  purpose  of  voting  against 
it  eventually,  but  he  wished  to  reserve  to  him- 
self the  right  of  voting  either  way. 

The  attempt  to  change  the  issue  upon  this 
question  had  also  failed  in  satisfying  him  of  the 
impropriety  of  propounding  the  question  he 
had,  or  in  desiring  further  information.  The 
appeals  made  in  behalf  of  the  old  soldiers  had 
nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the  real  issue.  Mr. 
A.  made  some  further  remarks  in  reply  to 
Messrs.  Polk,  Cambhelejjg,  and  Sutherland, 
and  concluded  by  saying  that  if  items  of  in- 
crease of  expenditure  were  crowded  into  an 
Appropriation  Bill,  or  items  for  extra  clerk 
hire  in  general  terms,  or  even  such  an  item  as 
this  additional  temporary  clerk  hire,  he  would 
exercise  his  right  of  calling  upon  the  head  of 
the  department  for  the  cause  of  the  increase. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  N.  C,  moved  that  the 
Committee  rise. 

Motion  lost:  ayes  55  nays  89. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  resumed.  He  concurred 
in  what  fell  from  the  hon.  member  who  last  ad- 
dressed the  House.  It  was  the  first  time  he  had 
ever  heard  the  onus  probandi  thrown  upon  those 
who  objected  to  an  increased  demand  of  appro- 
priation. He  disclaimed  opposing  this  clause 
because  he  was  a  general  opposer  of  the  present 
administration,  but  purely  because  he  was  dis- 
satisfied with  its  propriety.  It  was  right  and 
proper  that  they  should  know  what  additional 
clerical  hire  was  required,  what  services  were 
necessary,  and  the  cause  of  them,  before  voting 
away  a  large  amount  of  money  for  a  single  half 
year. 

The  CHAIR  informed  Mr.  W.  that  the  words 
"  the  first  half  year"  had  been  stricken  out  of 
the  clause. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  said,  it  was  of  no  conse- 
quence, sir,  since  it  was  in  the  original  bill,  and 
he  was  objecting  in  principle  to  the  whole  clause. 
He  conceived  the  demand  made  by  the  honora- 
ble member  from  Mass.  (Mr.  Adams)  to  be  a 
very  just  and  proper  one,  and  against  which  no 
obstacles  should  be  interposed. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  explained. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Mr.  SUTH- 
ERLAND— 

Mr.  WATMOUGH  moved,  that  the  Commit- 
tee should  then  rise. 

The  motion  was  negatived;  ayes  52,  noes  94. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  strike  out  the  item  appropriating  five  thou- 
sand dollars  for  an  additional  clerk  hire  in  the 
Pension  Office.  It  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
ative. 


Another  motion  was  made  for  the  Committee 
to  rise,  and  rejected. 

Some  conversation  here  took  place,  between 
Messrs.  ADAMS,  POLK,  and  FOSTER,  in  re- 
gard to  the  items  making  appropriations  for 
contingencies  in  the  Pension  Office. 

Mr.  POLK'S  motion  to  reduce  from  7,000  to 
6,500  dollars;  al-o,  some  verbal  amendments 
proposed  by  Mr.  ADAMS  to  the  appropriation 
for  arrearages  and  contingencies  of  the  Pension 
Office,  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  amend  the  clause  of 
7000  dollars  for  contingencies  for  the  Pension 
Office,  by  adding,  and  for  fuel,  stationery,  print- 
ing, rent  and  expenses,  and  procuring  revolu- 
tionary records. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  POLK  was  agreed  to,  as 
also  was  that  of  Mr.  ADAMS. 

Mr.  EVANS  made  an  unsuccessful  motion  for 
the  Committee  to  rise:  ayes  75,  noes  82. 
POST   OFFICE    DEPARTMENT. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  Government,  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
four,  being  under  consideration  in  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
Mr.  Hardix  read  the  following  item  in  the 
bill: 

"  For  additional  Clerk  hire,  for  the  year  one 
"  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three, 
"  thirty-one  thousand  three  hundred  and  thir- 
'*  ty-four  dollars  and  thirty-one  cents." 

Mr.  HARDIN  then  submitted  the  following 
remarks: 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  beg  again  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  gentlemen  to  the  item  I  have  this  moment 
read;  there  are  now  in  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, ninety-two  Clerks  and  Agents,  including 
the  Postmaster  General.  During  the  time  of  Mr. 
McLean,  the  immediate  predecessor  of  the  pre- 
sent Postmaster  General,  was  at  the  head  of  that 
department,  there  were  only  thirty-eight  Clerks 
in  that  department,  if  my  information  be  cor- 
rect. Such  an  increase  as  to  numbers  is  extra- 
ordinary, and  in  itself  is  calculated  to  awaken 
our  attention.  But  when  we  take  into  conside- 
ration this  additional  fact,  that,  independent  of 
this  army  of  clerks  being  regularly  provided 
for  by  the  appropriation  bill,  that  the  present 
item  proposes  to  allow  §31,334  31  for  extra 
clerk  hire,  what  must  be  our  astonishment,  nay, 
indignation,  in  these  days  of  promised  and 
boasted  retrenchment  and  reform,  when  we  see 
the  money  of  the  people  distributed  out,  to  be 
feasted  and  rioted  on  as  a  part  of  "the  spoils 
of  victory."  Our  inquiries  ought,  and  must, 
be  directed  to  several  considerations;  why  this 
increase  of  Clerks  in  that  department  ?  and 
why,  in  addition  to  this  increase  of  Clerks,  this 
still  greater  increase  of  clerk  hire  ? 

The  extra  clerk  hire  for  the  years  1831  and 
1832,  putting  both  years  together,  amounted  to 
§34,478.  Dividing  that  sum  into  two  equal 
parts  for  each  year,  then  for  each  of  those 
years,  the  extra  clerk  hire  amounted  to  $17,239. 
The  year  1833  exceeds  either  of  the  years  1831 
or  1832,  by  $14,095  31. 

I  for  one  cannot  vote  that  sum,  or  any  other 
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sum,  for  extra  clerk  hire,  unless  I  can  obtain 
some  farther  information  on  that  subject.  The 
extras  in  the  Post  Office  Department  are  near 
breaking1  it  down,  and  our  Treasury  like  to  be 
impoverished  in  the  same  way.  We  must  scru- 
tinize the  acting's  and  doings  of  that  depart- 
ment rigidly,  and  hold  it  to  the  most  strict  ac- 
countability. I  protest  against  extra  clerk  hire 
in  any  of  the  departments.  It  is  in  effect  the 
incurring  of  a  debt  by  an  officer  in  the  Execu- 
tive Department  of  Government  without  the 
authority  of  law;  it  is  a  violation  of  the  princi- 
ples of  our  Government;  it  is  a  growing  evil, 
and  ought  to  be  checked. 

The  Post  Office  Department  has  run  ahead  of 
all  the  other  departments  on  that  subject,  in 
fact  it  has  out-Heroded  Herod  himself.  It  has 
assumed  upon  itself  to  borrow  money  at  six  per 
cent,  without  authority  of  law  or  precedent  to 
justify  it,  to  the  amount  of  350,000,  and,  in 
some  instances,  of  banks  that  had  millions  of 
the  public  money  on  deposite.  It  is  calculated 
and  expected  that  Congress  will  sanction  it. 
1  have  only  to  remark,  that  to  approbate  pro- 
ceedings of  this  kind,  establishes  a  precedent 
alarming  and  dangerous. 

Before  I  go  into  a  further  examination  of  this 
subject,  it  is  necessary  for  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
correct  an  erroneous  impression  which  seems  to 
have  been  made  upon  my  honorable  colleague 
(Mr.  Pope)  by  the  remarks  I  made  last  evening 
on  this  subject. 

Wl  en  1  inquired  what  the  General  Agent, 
Mr.  Loughborough,  had  to  do,  and  at  the  same 
time  said  he  was  once  the  partner  of  Mr.  Barry 
in  the  practice  of  the  law,  I  did  not  know  what 
his  business  was,  and  inquired  in  good  faith  of 
the  Chairman  of  or  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads.  His  explanation  upon 
that  point  is  to  me  entirely  satisfactory.  I  did 
not  intend  to  impute  to  Mr.  Barry  any  corrupt 
intentions  in  the  employment  of  that  gentleman 
as  agent;  I  only  wished  to  know  his  business. 

While  I  am  on  this  point  I  will  declare,  once 
for  all,  that  I  believe,  whenever  the  Postmaster 
General  leaves  that  department,  he  will  go  out 
with  clean  hands,  unstained  and  uncontaminated 
with  plunder,  however  others  may  enrich  them- 
selves from  "the  spoils"  of  that  department;  in- 
dividually he  will  gain  no  profit  except  the  sala- 
ry allowed  by  law. 

I  have  known  that  gentleman  for  thirty  years, 
occasionally  met  him  at  the  bar,  and  served  with 
him  in  Congress.  I  have  no  doubt  of  his  hon- 
esty. He  is  a  man  of  talents,  and  has  rich  and 
choice  gifts  as  an  orator,  but  he  is  a  child  as  to 
the  wiles  of  man  and  the  tricks  and  artifices  of 
the  world.  He  has  been  the  dupe  of  all  parties 
to  which  he  ever  belonged,  and  the  dupe  of  eve- 
ry cunning  knave  that  he  had  any  thing  to  do 
with,  either  individually  or  officially.  To  this 
artless  simplicity  of  his,  to  his  incapacity  to  say 
no  to  the  importunities  and  entreaties  of  those  he 
has  been  connected  with,  is  to  be  attributed 
the  present  derangement  of  the  department  over 
which  he  presides . 

The  causes  of  that  derangement  I  will  endea- 
vor to  develope  in  as  few  words  as  I  can. 


Until  the  present  incumbent  was  put  over  that^ 
department ,  its  operations  were  confined  exclu- 
sively and  entirely  to  the  purposes  for  which  it 
was  created;  that  is,  to  transport  communica- 
tions, either  public  or  private,  to  every  part  of  the 
United  States  and  Territories,  in  the  manner  and 
form  prescribed  by  law.  When  General  Jack- 
son was  made  President,  a  new  order  of  things 
took  place.  The  Post  Office  was  made  an  in- 
dependent department,  and  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral was  made  a  Cabinet  Minister.  Why  was 
this  done?  We  know  not,  except  from  the  prac- 
tical operations  of  that  department  upon  the 
country  since  that  period. 

The  evident  design  of  bringing  that  depart- 
ment on  the  political  arena  was  to  get  its  aid  in 
managing  the  party  politics  of  the  day,  and 
great  aid  has  it  furnished.  It  has  been  the  potent 
and  mighty  lever,  that  for  five  years  has  wielded 
and  controlled  the  destinies  of  this  great  nation; 
and,  in  doing  that,  has  finally  plunged  itself  into 
bankruptcy,  and  brought  the  nation  to  the  brink 
of  ruin.  I  am  almost  tempted  to  say,  that  I 
greatly  fear  its  fate  is  sealed;  its  destinies  are 
fulfilled. 

The  operations  of  the  Post  Office  Department 
are  these.-  Immediately  after  General  Jackson 
entered  upon  his  duties  as  President,  under  the 
color  and  pretence  of  reform,  the  old,  experien- 
ced, able,  and  tried  officers  of  that  department 
were  dismissed  from  their  respective  employ- 
ments, and  others,  without  experience,  and 
scarcely  any  other  known  qualifications,  save 
their  devotion  to  General  Jackson,  and  their  fu- 
ry and  intolerant  zeal  in  his  cause,  succeeded  to 
their  places.  An  extraordinary  number  of  hun- 
gry office  hunters  and  expectants  were  intro- 
duced into  the  department,  by  a  subdivision  of 
employments,  and  putting  as  many  clerks  in 
each  division  as  possible,'  evidently  to  distribute 
as  extensively  as  practicable,  "the  spoils  of  vic- 
tory," which,  in  the  language  of  some  of  their 
leaders,  they  fought  the  political  battle  for. 

The  number  has  thus  been  increased  from 
about  thirty-eight  to  ninety-tw-o.  A  rule  of  la- 
bor has  been  established  without  authority  of 
law,  and  arbitrary  in  itself,  unknown  to  the  practi- 
ces and  usages  of  ■employing  clerks  in  other  bran- 
ches of  business  ;  that  those  clerks  shall  only  be 
employed  in  the  discharge  of  their  official  duties, 
nominally  six,  but  in  reality  not  more  than  four 
hours  a  day,  and  what  they  do  out  of  those 
hours,  they  ate  paid  for  as  extra  hire.  These 
enormous  and  increasing  annual  demands  for 
extra  clerks  hire,  amounting  in  the  present  bill, 
as  to  the  Post  Office  department,  to  $31,334  31; 
and  the  whole  of  the  departments  put  together  is 
80, 1S1  44, 'spoils' were  what  they  fought  for, 
the  more  they  get,  the  more  they  wanted:  and 
if  Solomon  had  lived  in  these  days,  he  would 
have  found  the  craving  demand  for  an  increase 
of  salary,  or  extra  allowance  by  the  clerks  in 
the  departments,  as  insatiable,  and  hard  to  sat- 
isfy, as  the  three  things  he  did  find. 

To  illustrate  still  further  the  idleness  of  the 
clerks  in  the  Post  Office  Department,  or,  if  they 
do  their  duty,  the  little  business  assigned  to 
them,  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  committee 
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to  the  Blue  Book,  and  there  they  will  find  the 
third  clerk  in  the  Examiner's  office  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  is  A.  S.  Merriwether,  at  a 
salary  of  $800  a  year.  I  will  ask  the  members 
of  the  committee  do  you  know  him?  Gentle- 
men, if  you  do  not,  I  will  tell  you:  he  has  occu- 
pied yonder  seat  in  the  stenographers'  box,  ta 
king  down  the  debates  of  this  House  for  the 
Globe  during  the  whole  session,  until  a  few  days 
ago,  about  the  time  we  commenced  this  bill. — 
Shame  for  the  Post  Office  Department,  which 
furnished  a  clerk  out  of  it  for  the  Globe,  drove 
him  out  of  the  box. 

In  pursuance  of  the  plan  I  proposed  to  my- 
self, to  show  and  illustrate  to  this  honorable 
committee,  and  to  the  nation,  the  causes  which 
have  produced  the  present  derangement  and 
embarrassment  of  the  Post  Office  Establish 
ment,  I  will  proceed  to  enumerate  the  other 
causes  which  have  conspired  to  produce  the 
result  I  have  stated. 

The  postmasters  all  over  America,  whose 
offices  were  desirable,  and  whose  politics  did  not 
suit  the  persons  in  power,  were  turned  out  of  of- 
fice for  opinion's  sake  alone,  in  this  our  free  and 
happy  Government — men  were  put  in  their 
places,  who  were  noted  and  famed  for  their 
zeal  and  devotion  to  their  Chief,  and  their  per- 
severing and  indefatigable  industry  in  his  cause. 
[Here  Mr.  Connor,  of  N.  Carolina,  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  interrupted  Mr.  Hardin, and  called 
on  him  to  name  any  man  in  Kentucky,  who  had 
been  turned  out  of  office  for  opinion's  sake.] 

Mr.  Hardin  remarked,  that  to  name  them 
was  an  unpleasant  and  invidious  task,  and  would 
give  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  no 
satisfaction,  as  he  had  no  acquaintance  there. 

[Mr.  Connor  again  insisted  on  Mr.  Hardin 
to  name  them.] 

Mr.  Hardin  then  remarked:  Mr.  Chairman, 
since  the  bonorable  gentleman  from  North  Ca- 
rolina ins'sts,  with  so  much  pertinacity,  and 
as  that  insisting  seems,  from  the  air  and  man- 
ner in  which  it  is  done,  to  insinuate  that  I  can- 
not name  them,  I  will  proceed  to  enumerate 
cases  that  occur  to  me  now.  The  Postmasters  at 
Louisville,  Bardstown,  Danville,  Richmond, 
Frankfort,  and  Maysville,  were  turned  out  of 
office  for  opinion's  sake;  I  never  heard  or  knew 
of  any  other  charge;  and  every  one  of  their 
successors  were  of  opposite  politics.  The 
Postmasters  in  Louisville  and  Bardstown,  I 
know  were  faithful  officers,  and  no  defaulters; 
and  I  never  knew  or  heard  of  any  cause  of  com- 
plaint against  them,  save  they  claimed,  and 
would  enjoy  at  every  hazard,  the  birth-right 
of  every  freeman  in  America — liberty,  free- 
dom of  thought,  and  of  speech. 

The  District  Attorney,  John  I.  Crittenden, 
inferior  to  nu  man  in  America,  as  a  prof  >und  law- 
yer and  eloquent  orator,  and  of  as  pure  andincor- 
ruptible  integrity  as  any  man  who  ever  lived,  was 
dismissed  from  his  office  because  he  was  not  a 
follower  of  the  chief  in  power,  Gen.  Jackson. 
His  successor  was  of  opposite  politics,  and  cer- 
tainly not  his  equal  as  a  lawyer  and  orator. — 
The  marshal  of  the  State,   C.   Coleman,  was 


dismissed  for  the  same  cause,  and  his  succes- 
sor's merits  were  his  Jacksonism.  Almost  ev- 
ery postmaster  has  become  politician,  and  deep- 
ly engaged  in  electioneering;  they  have  abus- 
ed their  privilege  of  franking,  by  sending,  free 
of  postage,  political  documents,  letters,  essays, 
and  tract-,  throughout  the  country.  This  prac- 
tice and  abuse  lessened  the  receipts  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  and  increased  the  price  of 
transposing  the  mail. 

In  a  great  many  instances,  Postmasters  are 
allowed  to  discharge  the  duties  of  their  offices  by 
deputies,  who  are  paid  high  prices  for  their  servi- 
ces by  the  Government.  The  Postmasters  in  the 
mean  time  are  receiving  high  salaries  without 
doing  any  thing  except  to  playkthe  part  of  inde- 
fatigable party  politicians. 

It  is  manifest  from  an  inspection  of  the  Blue 
Book,  that  in  the  large  towns  and  cities, when  we 
look  at  the  number  of  deputies  allowed  to  each 
office,  that  the  Postmaster  enjoys  his  salary  as  a 
sinecure.  The  same  tell-tale  book  will  show 
that  the  deputies  are  allowed  higher  compensa- 
tion than  is  necessary,  and  that  it  is  not  unfrc- 
quently  a  plan  for  a  Postmaster  to  get  a  snug 
birth  for  a  friend,  relative  or  son. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  manner  in  which  Post- 
masters are  appointed;  the  abuse  of  their  frank- 
ing privilege;  their  holding  their  offices,  in  some 
instances,  as  mere  sinecures;  and  their  doing  their 
official  duties  by  deputies,  when  they  could  and 
ought  to  do  it  themselves,  are  minor  causes  of 
complaint,  they  are  but  mere  atoms  compared 
with  a  globe  in  the  scale  of  abuses  in  that  depart- 
ment. 

The  contracts  for  carrying  the  mail,  are  the 
great  leaks  and  outlets  to  the  funds  of  the  Post 
Office  establishment.  By  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions of  the  Post  Office,  as  I  understand  them, 
when  contracts  are  to  be  made  for  transporting 
the  mail  on  particular  lines  or  routes,  it  is  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers,  that  sealed  bids  will 
be  received  up  to  a  day  fixed  on  in  the  adver- 
tisement, and  on  that  day  the  bids  are  opened. 
The  bidder  who  will  convey  the  mail  for  the  least 
sum  is  to  have  the  contract.  This  regulation  is 
an  admirable  one,  and  well  calculated,  if  rigidly 
enforced,  to  get  the  mail  transported  for  the  low- 
est sum  it  can  be  carried  for. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  ask,  is  this  rule  in- 
variably enforced?  We  have  facts  enough  be- 
fore us  to  satisfy  my  mind,  and  I  expect  the 
mind  of  every  gentleman,  the  lowest  bidder  in 
good  faith,  is  not  the  man  who  gets  the  contract. 
The  man  who  is  intended  shall  have  the  contract, 
frequently  by  accident,  I  suppose,  receives  infor- 
mation as  to  the  state  of  the  bids,  before  the  day 
of  opening,  and  underbids  all  others — he  obtains 
the  contract,  and  then,  under  the  pretence  of  ad- 
ditronal  services,  these  enormous  sums  are  al- 
lowed him  for  extras,  which  I  will  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  to  in  a  few  moments. 

What  effect  has  this  practice  upon  the  affairs 
of  the  department?  I  answer  this;  it  puts  down 
all  fair  competition  in  bidding;  for  none  will  bid 
in  good  faith,  when  he  knows  the  trick  that  will 
be  played  upon  him,  and  the  favored  contractor, 
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the  real  whole  hog  Jackson  man  will  obtain  the 
contract  eventually  on  his  own  terms. 

A  moment  ago,  I  intimated  to  the  committee 
that  I  would  call  their  attention  to  the  whole  of 
these  extra  allowances  to  the  mail  contractors, 
which  are  as  follows: 

MAIL  CONTRACTORS. 

Showing  the  amount  of  their  original  contract  and 
amount  of  additional  allowances. 


Maine.  Original  Con't.  Ex. 

T.  S.   Abbot  &  Co.,  3,425  00 

E.  H.  Barrett,  75  00 

J.  Danforth,  175  00 

J.  Q.  A.  Davidson,  130  00 

Lawrence  Green,  1,200  00 

Ephraim  Hartwell,  250  00 

Philip  Norris,  125  00 

James  Thomas,  12,760  00 

Joseph  Treworgy,  314  00 


All'nce. 

60  00 

125  00 

89  32 

40  00 

290  00 

12  24 

100  00 

1,130  00 
35  84 


Ashley  P.  Rawson, 
Gideon  Reynolds, 
Elias  Rhodes, 
J.  M.  Sherwood, 
Sturges  Sillick, 
Jacob  A.  Vail, 
Thomas  B.  Walker, 


222  00  6  08 

2,545  00  15  00 

208  00  116  48 

9,990  00  20  00 

125  00  125  00 

100  00  52  00 

400  00  50  00 


45,121  00  2,262  52 

New  Jersey. 

Anderson  &  McCutchen,  2,000  00  80  00 

John  Brock,  150  00  150  00 

Albert  O.  Pierson,  48  50  66  00 

James  Reeside  20,500  00  8,275  00 

William  &  S.  Shonse,  1,500  00  180  00 

John  D.Thompson,  100  00  100  00 

William  Tillow,  200  00  400  00 

C.  H.  Vanderveer,  618  00  102  00 

JohnVantilburg,  295  00  35  00 


New  Hampshire. 
Hale  &  Coleman, 
Barker,  Peters  8c  Co., 
Benjamin  Small, 


18,454  00     1,882  40 


CONNECTICUT. 

E.  O.  Chamberlain, 
John  W.  Harris, 
Mosely  &  Frink, 
Josiah  Parks, 
Charles  Patrick, 
R.  S.  White  &  Co., 


New  York. 
James  Bristol, 
Cady  and  Hardy, 
George  T.  Camp, 
Elijah  Cathe, 
Ed.  B.  Chase, 
Silas  Churchill,  jr., 
Mathias  B.  Conklin, 
P.  D.  Demerest, 
Peter  H.  Fonde, 
John  H.  Gregory, 
Levi  Hoyt, 
John  McGee  &  Co., 
Urie.  D.Moore, 
George   Munroe, 

Reuben  Nott, 
Israel  Philips, 


1,900  00 

12,250  00 

80  00 


200  00 

100  00 

80  00 


Vermont. 

Elihu  Norton, 

Samuel  Parker, 

John  P.  Skinner  8c  Co., 


Massachusetts. 
M.  Ballon, 
Seth  C.  Smith, 
Jessee  Smith, 
J.  C.  Johnson, 


14,230  00        380  00 


720  00 

40  00 

200  00 


180  00 

40  00 

150  00 


960  00  370  00 

425  00  27  76 

350  00  40  00 

4,414  00  726  92 

535  00  267  48 


5,724  00     1,062  16 


1,478  00 
595  00 
750  00 

2,300  00 
150  00 

1,200  00 


125  00 

211  12 

57  68 

350  00 

75  90 

50  00 


6,473  00        869  70 


65  00 
829  00 
395  00 
380  00 
251  00 

80  00 

650  00 

155  00 

244  00 

295  00 

2,250  00 

23,761  00 

652  00 

144  00 

Original. 

1,200  00 

180  00 


6  32 
168  52 
205  02 

1  80 

38  18 
30  00 
70  00 
50  00 

39  00 
30  00 
34  00 

150  00 
81  12 

144  00 
Extra. 

800  00 
30  00 


25,411  50  9,388  00 

Pennsylvania. 

C.  D.  Bouldin,  250  00  2  24 

D.  M.Bull,  470  00  1,604  64 
John  Cristy,  36  00  8  10 
Joseph  Culbertson,  295  00  295  00 
J.  B.Curtis  8c  Co.,  2,700  00  1,250  00 
William  Colder,  16,285  00  3,819  00 
Sanford  S.Dewey,  190  00  93  00 
Harry  Eaton,  300  00  100  00 
C.  H.  Edgerton,  200  00  400  00 
R.  Evans  8c  Son,  75  00  75  00 
James  L.  Gillis,  1,248  00  326  00 
Samuel  Griffith,  Jr.,  295  00  50  00 
Robert  R.  Guthree,  44  00  16  00 
Horton  and  Searle,  7,430  00  5,000  00 
George  Hughes,  230  00  46  00 
John  Jacoby,  73  00  14  60 
James  Kelly,  215  00  95  00 
Hamlet  A.  Kerr,  350  88  523  33 
James  Lamberton,  869  00  24  00 
Rowell  M.  Mason,  370  00  157  20 
McKenny  8c  Moyere,  1,024  76  265  00 
John  McKenny,  jr.,  77100  18  68 
Samuel  McKenny,  497  16  363  80 
Samuel  McKee,  769  00  40  68 
Miller  and  Thompson,  575  00  327  84 
Asher  Minor,  1,146  00  164  12 
Thomas  Norton,  550  00  550  00 
Jacob  Peters,  7,888  32  700  00 
James  Reeside,  31,775  00  14,528  40 
J.  B.  Shurtleff  786  00  387  00 
S.  R.  Slaymaker,  12,650  00  5,300  00 
Slaymaker&Tomlinson,  1,800  00  400  00 
John  Stilzer,  1,050  00  400  00 
L.  W.  Stockton,  875  00  900  00 
Garrett  Steel,  200  00  856  00 
C.  L.|Ward,  650  00  200  00 
Jocob  Welker,  200  00  75  00 
John  Wethkneeht,  180  00  251  44 


72,313  12    39,623  06 


Delaware. 

Alexander  Porter, 
William  D.jWapples, 


5,150  00 
4,000  00 


576  00 
1,000  00 


9,150  00     1576  00 
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Maryland . 

| 

Dunn  &  Saltmarsh, 

3,000  00 

1,500  00 

John  Bayly, 

495  00 

395  00 

Hardin  Franklin, 

48  00 

56  00 

Phineatas  B.  Bell, 

400  00 

133  32 

A.  M.  Freshwater, 

300  00 

150  00 

A.  Humrekhouse, 

255  00 

173  00 

E.  P.  Guion, 

3,150  00 

1,350  00 

Geo.  N.  Orme, 

330  00 

50  00 

John  Harden, 

' 125  00 

125  00 

R.  C.Stockton, 

50,250  00  22,962  00 

A.  E.  Harvey, 

420  00 

52  00 

Alexander  Henderson, 
Hogan  Hunter, 

395  00 
600  00 

21  00 

51,730  00  24,013  32 

26  80 

VIRGINIA. 

Benjamin  Hurdle, 

190  00 

18  16 

Pleasant  Abbit, 

140  00 

50  50 

Jeffreys  &  Crockett, 

1,700  00 

1,000  00 

John  H.  Avery, 

10,311  00 

5,213  48 

James  Lamar, 

30  00 

19  56 

Thomas  Branch, 

700  00 

61  76 

John  Long, 

300  00 

5  20 

Harris  Brockman, 

60  00 

40  00 

C.  P.  Mallet, 

7,182  00 

3,300  00 

Francis  Browing, 

494  56 

191  40 

Wm.  Massey,  jr. 

110  00 

94  28 

Thomas  Burke. 

645  00 

32  68 

J.  C.  Moring, 

1,905  00 

797  00 

James  B.  Campbell, 

99  00 

99  00 

Samuel  Newland, 

3,595  00 

805  00 

William  Catlett, 

35  00 

75  00 

Jonathan  Parker, 

290  00 

10  12 

Thomas  Carbrey, 

600  00 

3,250  00 

M.  A.  &  W.  W.  Price, 

1,400  00 

1,600  00 

J.  R.  Childers, 

340  00 

187  48 

C.  E.  Reindhardt, 

1,700  00 

1,700  00 

R.  H.  Cocke, 

3,950  00 

250  00 

D.  A.  &  O.  Saltmarsh, 

1,918  64 

572  00 

James  Condy, 

220  00 

38  00 

M.  E.  Sawyer, 

3,320  00 

3,466  00 

Henry  Dawson, 

175  00 

7  52 

Silas  D.  Sharp, 

60  00 

112  88 

William  Edloe, 

3,450  00 

200  00 

Smith  Shelby, 

50  00 

37  76 

Thomas  Foster, 

160  00 

40  00 

Sherrill  &  Turner, 

650  00 

400  00 

John  L.  Foster, 

119  24 

130  00 

William  Smith, 

2,014  00 

1,579  00 

Thomas  Helms, 

288  00 

31  00 

James  H.  Sate, 

7,970  00 

2,253  56 

Thomas  Henning, 

98  00 

15  68 

Isaac  Tompkins, 

2,063  64 

572  00 

Robert  Hill, 

125  00 

7  56 

John  Williams, 

120  00 

80  00 

Michael  Hoffman, 

600  00 

200  00 

Howard  Wiswald, 

2,500  00 

800  00 

A  Humrickhouse, 

2,434  48 

1,190  32 

George  Isler, 

220  00 

220  00 

58,333  92  2', 

Elisha  Jackson, 

1,300  00 

650  00 

South  Carolina. 

George  Johnson 

9,050  00 

6  60 

George  Bowen, 

5,032  00 

961  84 

Z.  A.Kankey, 

840  00 

175  00 

Samuel  Caldwell, 

48  00 

48  00 

Abel  Lang, 

394  96 

83  40 

Lewis  Gill, 

494  00 

30  60 

J.P.Mitchell, 

250  50 

32  88 

Christopher  S.  Gill, 

187  00 

8  12 

G.  Mothersherd, 

120  00 

80  00 

Hard  &  Bolan, 

9,000  00 

1,000  00 

Wm.  Mullen, 

585  00 

32  00 

James  Henderson, 

100  00 

28  00 

Alex.  Patterson, 

2,300  00 

2,300  00 

M.jW.  Hunter, 

4,103  00 

302  63 

Original. 

Extra. 

C.  P.  Mallet, 

27,962  00 

400  00 

Peck  &  Welford, 

5,221  00 

6,557  00 

John  McLean, 

30,048  00 

10,307  52 

T.  Pemberton, 

480  00 

128  08 

Samuel  Newland, 

375  00 

12  00 

E.  Porter  &  Co., 

25,436  00  28,232  00 

Daniel  Odam, 

200  00 

73  32 

Samuel  Quarles, 

299  00 

154  88 

Michael  Sherril, 

600  00 

1,440  00 

D.  A.  8c  0.  Saltmarsh, 

8,000  00 

4,913  48 

Smith  &  Anderson, 

2,930  00 

1,000  00 

J.  M.  Scales, 
D.  W.  Shurtleff, 

120  00 
92  00 

120  00 
92  00 

81,079  00 

16,412  03 

D.  W.  Sleeth, 

170  00 

508  00 

Georgia. 

Wm.  Smith, 

10,897  68 

9,550  00 

Banks  &  Longstreet, 

3,100  00 

750  00 

Bushrod  Smith, 

699  00 

10  00 

Seloman  Beck, 

250  00 

624  00 

Wm.  Stalraker, 

200  00 

16  20 

John  A.  Byrd, 

1,650  00 

600  00 

J.  N.  C  Stockton, 

8,155  00 

7,610  00 

C.  Campbell, 

1,200  00 

500  00 

Garland  B.  Taylor, 

250  00 

40  52 

W.  Clark,  jr.  &  Co. 

285  00 

8  88 

Wm.  Thompson,  jr., 

175  00 

50  00 

John  Coffee, 

500  00 

101  04 

Isaac  Tompkins, 

10,101  00 

5,129  48 

James  Collins, 

174  00 

15  00 

Dabney  Walker, 

1,720  00 

900  00 

Jacob  Crow, 

325  00 

75  00 

Joel  Yancey, 

430  00 

25  00 

T.  S.  De  Wolf, 

236  48 

16  48 

Thomas  Hier, 
Jacob  Hubbard, 

970  00 

595  00 

104,752  42  78,927  90 

199  76 

21  00 

North  Carolina. 

John  W.  Keith, 

850  00 

20  04 

John  H.  Avery, 

1,918  64 

572  00 

Thomas  King, 

750  00 

850  00 

Joseph  Banner, 

52  00 

48  00 

Gilbert  Longstreet, 

1,500  00 

500  00 

Joseph  Bell, 

4,200  00 

3,000  00 

C.  P.  Mallet, 

3,000  00 

3,000  00 

Thomas  Boyd, 

1,650  00 

371  84 

Wm.  Maltbie, 

475  00 

512  84 

N.  G.  Butler, 

462  00 

11  56 

M.  R  Mitchell, 

240  00 

360  00 

Thomas  Carbrey, 

2,400  00 

1,200  00 

Wm.  W.  Mitchell, 

150  00 

150  00 

William  Dennis, 

320  00 

127  49 

B.  A.  Newell, 

2,650  00 

400  00 

H.  B.  Dollarhide, 

225  00 

75  00 

J.  V.  Robinson, 

475  00 

38  00 
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Orlando  Saltmarsh,  1,500  00 

Salfnarsh&  Overton,  7,910  00 

Wm.  Smith,  2,107  00 

A.H.Thompson,  125  00 

Edward  Varner,  3,000  00 

Durv  Wilkins,  540  00 

J.  K.  Williams,  324  00 

Paul  T.  Willis,  300  00 


1,591 

20,273 

3,182 

17 

1,000 

177 

164 

700 


34,486  24  36,243  68 


Florida  Territory. 
James  Hall,  276  92 

Henry  A.  Nunes,  750  00 


547 
750 


Alabama. 
Caruthers  &  Kinkle, 
John  Donley  &  R.Harris, 
Ar.  Moore, 
Stokes  &  Springer, 
Ward,  Taylor  &  Co. 


1,026  92     1,297  68 


21,784  00 

18,953  00 

10,475  00 

4,990  00 

634  00 

61  00 

1,043  00 

195  56 

16,880  00 

22,506  67 

50,116  00  46,706  23 


Mississippi. 

JohnM.Doak,  775  00 

Wm.  S.  Fitler,  4,648  00 

D.  W.  Haley,  1,300  00 

Dennis  Myrick,  350  00 

Moses  Norman,  1,049  00 

James  Turner,  312  00 


60  88 
65  40 

300  00 
75  00 
13  36 

390  00 


8,434  00        904  64 


Louisiana. 
P.  T.  Thompson,  400  00 

P.  G.  Voorhies,  1,524  00 


200  00 
1,060  00 


1,924  00 

1,260  00 

Michigan  Territory. 

W.  P.  Mathewson, 

200  00 

50  00 

W.  &  M.  Blackley, 

945  00 

1,205  00 

John  Blackwood, 

275  00 

275  00 

G.  W.  Butler, 

52  00 

60  00 

Converse  &  Rees, 

150  00 

150  00 

George  Cribbs, 

2,000  00 

1,074  00 

John  Dean, 

124  00 

34  00 

Robert  Elliott, 

65  00 

65  00 

Farnam  &  Reed, 

239  00 

11  84 

Jabez  Gilbert,  2d, 

4,500  00 

250  00 

Joseph  Ingersoll, 

60  00 

38  80 

Edward  Johnson, 

225  00 

175  00 

Thomas  Kain, 

1,000  00 

200  00 

John  S.  Lacey, 

1,034  00 

210  00 

E.  T.  Lee, 

50  00 

4  56 

Thomas  W.  Mansfield, 

1,420  00 

938  00 

Mason  &  Lane, 

1,095  00 

49  00 

Vernon  Northmp, 

578  00 

8  68 

Wm.  Neil  &  Co. 

50,410  00 

17,096  00 

Wm.  R.  O'Harra, 

243  00 

50  00 

James  Price, 

460  00 

500  00 

Rees  &  Converse, 

29  88 

698  00 

Matthew  Roberts, 

1,850  00 

29  88 

M.  J.  Ross, 

344  00 

7  32 

L.  D.  Rowe, 

294  00 

4  89 

Wm.  T.  Rowe, 

2,275  00 

95  44 

B.  F.  Scott, 

360  00 

19  12 

Ebenezer  Stearns, 

36  90 

32  16 

E.  &  F.  Stevens, 

600  00 

400  00 

E.  Worthen, 


Kentucky. 
Jon  G.  Childs, 
E.  Daniel, 
I.  S.  Eaves, 
James  Goodbar, 
John  Gray, 
Hall  &  Trotter, 
John  Hutchens, 
John  L.  Kercheval, 

Newton  Lane, 
Stephen  Lucas, 
Alexander  Mitchell, 
Wm.  Oates, 
Wm.  Penny, 
L.  R.  Reno, 
J.  F.  Robinson, 
A.  B.  &  W.L.Ross, 
S.  P.  Standard, 
E.  Warthen, 


tennessbe. 
James  Brown, 
Wm.  Burnett, 
L.  Coleman, 
John  Donly, 
James  Ewing, 
Joseph  Goodbar, 
Hill  &  Liard, 
Thomas  James, 
Robert  Jetton, 
Ambrose  Jones, 
Benjamin  Kelley, 
Robert  Maloney, 
M.  R.  Mann, 
Samuel  Lewland, 
M.  Powell, 
R.ufus  Stanley, 
Preston  Starratt, 
Scott  Terry, 
Thomas  Ward, 
E.  E.  Wood, 
Jonathan  Young, 


INDIANA. 

John  Bonner, 
I.  Y.  Brisber, 
John  C.  Clark, 
J.  B.  Elbridge, 
Emerson  &  McClure, 
J.  G.  Hall, 
Samuel  Harryman, 
James  Johnson, 
E.  P.  Johnson, 
Elias  Kizor, 
E  Long, 
E.  Newlin, 
Roberts  &.  McCarty, 
Russell  Ross, 
S.  Taylor, 
A.  W.  Wilson, 
W.  S.  Wright, 


490  00 


76  48 


72,303  88   23,788  14 


15,560  00 

324  00 

250  00 

140  00 

8,360  00 

4,000  00 

6,152  00 

70  00 

Original. 

240  00 

199  00 

118  00 

76  00 

2,307  00 

144  48 

1,000  00 

794  00 

59  00 

782  00 


4,340  00 

200  00 

5  00 

140  00 

1,819  56 

3,677  40 

750  00 

15  60 

Extra. 

15  00 

100  00 

236  00 

10  84 

3,235  00 

4  00 

3,000  00 

397  00 

37  58 

9  84 


40,575  48  17,982  72 


520  00 
340  00 
130  00 

5,320  00 
120  00 
295  00 
219  00 
160  00 

7,048  32 
315  00 

1,768  00 
286  00 
150  00 

1,005  00 
69  00 

4,950  00 
160  00 
125  00 
850  12 
400  00 
50  00 


1,800  00 

196  00 

68  08 

1,898  00 

47  40 

125  00 

.  14  56 

22  00 

2,765  00 

125  00 

488  00 

2  44 

40  72 

1,580  00 

31  00 

250  00 

205  68 

255  00 

8  04 

322  16 

91  00 


24,080  44  10,445  08 


587  20 
250  00 

4,200  00 
400  00 

1,456  00 
450  00 
698  00 
344  00 

4,800  00 
128  00 
185  00 
100  00 

1,600  00 
200  00 
330  00 
198  00 
140  00 


206  40 

40  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

740  32 

680  CO 

1,406  24 

688  00 

16,278  40 

142  40 

10  00 

100  00 

J927  64 

21  60 

66  04 

132  30 

5  60 


[- 


16,066  20  23,844  94 
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ILLINOIS. 

Samuel  Barker, 

295  00 

16  40 

E-  B.  Clemson, 

2,700  00 

176  48 

Dillard  &  Cobb, 

294  00 

265  56 

Andrew  Hay, 

343  00 

515  00 

Daniel  Hay, 

340  00 

467  32 

A.  L.  Mills, 

5,222  00 

1,929  92 

Robert  Morrison, 

1,593  00 

938  16 

Addison  Phillco, 

1,230  00 

5,000  00 

Russell  &  Lowe, 

312  20 

1,600  00 

W.  Y.  Wetzel, 

3,000  00 

93  72 

John  D.  Winters, 

800  00 

3,050  00 

16,329  20 

13,045  56 

Missouri. 

Wm.  Clendenon, 

150  00 

19  24 

John  Hawkins, 

1,750  00 

214  00 

Robert  Morrison, 

1,126  68 

637  00 

C  C.  Scott. 

1,260  00 

94  00 

George  Sexton, 

8,085  00 

226  00 
1,190  24 

12,371  68 

AllKAJJSAS  TERHITOBY. 

John  Clarke, 

432  00 

107  00 

Alpheus  Maddox, 

500  00 

433  36 

A.  M.  Oakley, 

499  00 

180  16 

U.  Spalding, 

2,793  00 

576  84 

Hugh  Tinnin, 

175  00 

204  16 
1,501  52 

4,399  00 

Total 

Maine, 

18,454  00 

1,882  40 

New  Hampshire, 

14,230  00 

380  00 

Vermont, 

960  00 

370  00 

Massachusetts, 

5,724  00 

1,062  16 

Connecticut, 

6,473  00 

869  70 

New  York, 

45,121  00 

2,262  52 

New  Jersey, 

25,41150 

9,388  00 

Pennsylvania, 

72,313  12 

39,623  06 

Delaware, 

9,150  00 

1,576  00 

Maryland, 

51,730  00 

24,013  32 

Virginia, 

104,752  42 

78,927  90 

North  Carolina, 

58.333  92 

27,939  20 

South  Carolina, 

81,079  00 

16,412  08 

Georgia, 

34,486  24 

36,243  68 

Florida  Territory, 

1,026  82 

1,297  68 

Alabama, 

50,116  00 

46,706  23 

Mississippi, 

8,434  00 

904  64 

Louisiana, 

1,924  00 

1,260  00 

Michigan  Territory, 

72,303  88 

23,788  14 

Kentucky, 

40,575  48 

17,992  72 

Tennessee, 

24,080  44 

10,445  08 

Indiana, 

10,066  20 

23,844  94 

Illinois, 

16,329  20 

13,052  56 

Missouri, 

12,371  68 

1,190  24 

Arkansas  Territory,! 

4,399  00 

1,501  52 

775,845  00  382,933  77 
It  is  alleged,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  these  extra 
allowances  are  for  extra  services.  I  know  that 
this  is  the  apology  offered;  the  mere  sham  pre- 
tence; but  grant  what  they  say,  and  what,  then, 
does  it  prove?  that  for  these  extra  services  there 
is  no  competition,  no  bidding  at  all;  which  puts 
it  in  the  power  of  the  department  to  favor  its 
friends  as  much  as  they  please. 

There  are  facts  enough  apparent  1o  us  all  to 
warrant  this  conjecture,  that  the  original  bid  is 


some  little  below  a  fair  price,  and  these  extra 
services  are  intended  as  only  a  color  to  the  trans- 
action, to  enable  the  department  to  make  a  liberal 
allowance  in  the  original  contract :  and  from  the 
manner  in  which  those  allowances  are  made  in 
States  where  great  efforts  are  required  to  carry 
the  Jackson  cause,  it  would  not  be  an  extravagant 
conjecture  to  suppose  some  part  of  these  extras 
was  expected  and  intended  to  be  expended  in 
political  contests. 

The  contract  for  carrying  the  mail  in  the  dis- 
trict where  I  live,  was  made  for  2307  dollars. 
The  contractor's  extra  allowance  is  3255  dol- 
lars. There  was  competition  in  bidding  for  the 
contract.  A  gentleman  of  the  first  respecta- 
bility bid  a  much  less  price  than  both  those  items 
put  together,  and  would  have  performed  his 
contract  to  a  certainty;  but  the  contract  was  re- 
fused him;  his  politics  did  not  suit.  He  has  re- 
peatedly been  a  member  of  the  State  Legisla- 
ture in  Kentucky;  he  was  personally  known  to 
those  who  stood  at  the  foot  stool  of  the  throne, 
and  had  more  power  than  the  throne  itself.  They 
who  in  fact,  control  "the  Government;"  they 
knew  his  principles,  and  that  both  were  uncom- 
promising, unbending.  He  did  not  answer  their 
purpose.  How  well  his  successful  competitor 
does,  and  will  answer,  let  his  untiring  exertions 
in  electioneering,  the  money  he  expends  at  pub- 
lic meetings  and  barbacues,  and  the  grogery  he 
opened  at  the  last  election  to  defeat  me,  bei»r 
witness. 

I  will,  Mr.  Chairman,  suggest  to  the  Commit- 
tee another  abuse,  which  1  conceive  has  existed 
in  that  department,  and  the  motives  are  two- 
fold. Using  stages,  with  two,  or  four  horses, 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  mail  upon  lines  and 
routes,  when  the  public  business  did  not  re- 
quire it.  This  practice  has  a  tendency  to  in- 
crease the  price  of  transporting  the  mail  per- 
haps double,  and  sometimes  treble.  That  ex- 
pense is  nothing  in  the  estimation  of  the  De- 
partment, compared  with  the  objects  to  be  an- 
swered. First,  it  justifies  giving  to  a  favored 
contractor  a  higher  price  for  carrying  the  mail; 
and  enables  him  to  make  a  handsome  profit  by 
passengers,  and  to  put  down  all  other  lines  of 
stages  that  have  not  the  advantages  of  mail  con- 
tracts. 

But  the  great  leading  and  paramount  object 
is  to  enable  the  political  party,  now  in  power, 
to  convey  by  the  stages,  free  of  postage,  pack  - 
ages  of  political  documents,  hand-bills,  pam- 
phlets, newspapers,  essays,  and  tracts,  to  the 
different  post  offices,  there  to  be  distributed 
by  postmasters.  This  I  have  seen  done  in  di- 
vers instances,  and  felt  the  effects  of  it.  These 
stage  lines  are  increased,  in  some  States,  a  few 
months  preceding  important  elections,  and  are 
frequently  discontinued  afterwards. 

Another  cause  of  the  embarrassment  and  de- 
rangement of  the  Post  Office  Department,  is 
this — that  there  are  no  regulations  adopted  by 
the  Government  to  impose  and  compel  a  strict 
accountability.  In  this  Department  there  are  no 
Comptrollers,  no  Auditors,  Registers  of  the 
Treasury,  there  is  no  way  or  plan  yet  devised, 
to  see  how  much  the  officers  of  the  Department 
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receive  annually,  and  how  much  they  disburse. 
It  is  all  received  and  used  at  will  and  pleasure. 
The  officers  can  secrete  and  embezzle  as  much 
as  they  please,  and  the  Government  cannot  de- 
tect the  fraud  and  speculation.  Near  three 
millions  annually  are  its  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments, and  strange  it  would  be,  where  there  is 
no  chance  of  detection,  if,  when  these,  enor- 
mous funds  pass  through  so  many  hands,  some 
men  should  not  be  found  who  would  let  some 
of  the  public  money  stick  to  their  hands. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  endeavor  to  point 
out  how  the  Post  Office  Department  wields  and 
controls  to  a  great  extent,  the  political  destinies 
of  this  country;  and  how  well  it  answered  the 
purposes  of  the  administration,  when  it  was 
made  an  independent  department,  and  the  pre- 
siding officer  a  cabinet  minister.  There  are 
about  fifteen  thousand  postmasters;  and  their 
deputies,  mail-contractors,  stage-drivers,  and 
post-riders,  and  all  the  persons,  of  every  descrip 


and  when  he  left  it,  there  was  about  $190,000 
of  a  surplus  on  hand.  Now,  we  know  that  the 
department  has  not  only  used  up  that  surplus, 
but  has  borrowed  $350,000,  and  overdrawn  on 
banks  $59,000  more;  and  how  much  more  it 
owes  no  man  can  tell.  My  information  is,  one 
million  eighty-nine  thousand  dollars! 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  has  said  that  the  depart- 
ment expects  next  year  to  do  better ,  and  to  get 
its  money  matters  straight  again,  and  that  he 
confidently  anticipates  sueh  a  result.  I  am  not 
so  sanguine.  Such  a  result  will  never  take 
place  until  it  ceases  to  be  a  political  engine, 
and  that  we  know  will  not  happen  during  the 
administration  of  General  Jackson. 

The  hopes,  expectations,  and  anticipations  of 
the  department,  of  better  times,  and  better  days, 
are  as  vain  and  illusory,  as  I  have  seen  many 
times  illustrated  in  some  unfortunate  man,  who 
had  no  skill  at  managing  his  affairs,  and  conduc- 


tion, connected  with  them,  and  over  whom  they  ted  them  badly,  and  was  greatly  in  debt,  and  ruin 


have  an  immediate  and  direct  influence,  will 
amount  to  fifteen  thousand  more,  a  large  and, 
in  general,  well-disciplined  army,  wielding  a 
tremendous  power.  Those  thirty  thousand  are 
scattered  all  over  the  United  States.  The  mail 
is  in  their  hands;  they  can  and  do  furnish  every 
facility  to  their  party,  who  are  in  power;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  can,  and  do  in  many  instances, 
throw  every  obstruction  in  the  way  of  their  op- 
ponents. They  canvass  politics  in  every  place, 
and,  wherever  they  are,  praise  the  party  in  pow- 
er, and  laud  General  Jackson  to  the  skies. — 
They  are  ever  ready,  and  particularly  and  espe- 
cially some  mail  contractors,  to  hunt  down  any 
man  opposed  to  General  Jackson's  administra- 
tion. They  will  worry  any  game .  They  will 
encounter  any  labor,  and  incur  any  expense, 
and  more  especially  that  class  of  mail-contrac 


tors  who  receive    these  extras. 


seemed  to  stare  him  and  his  family  in  the  face; 
he  would  be  cheered  and  comforted  by  the  hope 
that  next  year  he  would  do  better;  and,  if  he  was 
in  the  prime  of  life,  that  the  clouds  and  storms  of 
adversity,  which  had  been  lowering  over  his  head, 
and  occasionally  bursting  upon  him,  would  pass 
over,  and  give  him  a  clear,  brilliant  meridian  sun, 
or,  if  it  was  in  the  vale  of  years,  it  would  give 
him  a  mild,  rich,  and  mellow  sun  to  end  his 
days  with.  But  these  visionary  hopes  do  nothing 
but  delude;  they  give  ease  to  the  anguish  of  the 
mind,  but  that  is  all:  they  are  scarcely  ever  real- 
ized; they  generally  pass  off  as  the  baseless  fab- 
ric of  a  dream. 

I  will  tell  tbe  honorable  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  how  to 
enable  the  department  to  reinstate  itself  and 
increase  its  funds .     Let  him  report  the  state  of 


thus  distributed,  add  much  to  their  activity  and 
zeal.  It  is  fine  grain  for  your  hungry  rats;  it  is 
rich  sop  from  the  Kitchen  Cabinet  for  your  Jow- 
lers  with  their  collars  round  their  necks.  In 
this  description,  I  would  not  be  understood  as  in- 
cluding all  of  the  mail-contractors,  who  receive 
extra  allowance,  for  I  know  some  of  them  to  be 
honorable  men,  but  take  them  collectively,  the 
description  will  not  be  inapplicable. 

I  will  call  the  attention,  Mr.  Chairman,  of 
the  committee,  to  the  finances  of  that  depart- 
ment; and  here  I  hayfe,  in  common  with  a  num- 
ber of  other  gentlemen  in  this  House,  to  regret, 
that  neither  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
the  expenditures  of  this  department,  (which 
would  necessarily  include  its  receipts,)  nor  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  has  favored  the  House  with  a 
report  upon  the  state  of  its  funds  and  disburse- 
ments; and  we  are  left  to  grope  our  way  in  the 
dark  as  well  as  we  can.  We  have  some  glim- 
mering  faint  lights  that  may  assist  to  guide  us 
in  this  part  of  the  investigation. 

When  Mr.  McLean,  the  immediate  prede- 
cessor of  Mr.  Barry,  was  at  the  head  of  that 
department,  instead  of  its  being  a  burden  to 
the  Treasury,  it  was  a  small  source  of  revnue; 


,993  77  its  accounts  to  this  House,  to  obtain  its  aid  and 


co-operation;  also  a  bill  to  re-organize  the  de- 
partment, and  render  it  practically  accountable 
for  its  receipts  and  disbursements — correct  the 
abuses  which  exist,  some  of  which  I  have  endea- 
vored to  point  out;  and,  in  the  corrections  of  its 
abuses,  to  stop  it  from  being  a  political  engine, 
and  prevent  these  extra  allowances,  (which,  in 
the  five  years  that  Mr.  Barry  has  been  at  the 
head  of  this  department,  is  equal,  one  with  anoth- 
er, in  amount,  to  $1,914,668  85,)  and  when  all 
this  is  done,  this  extraordinary  regeneration  ef- 
fected, then,  and  not  till  then,may  the  department 
expect  to  be  in  a  better  situation  as  to  its  money 
matters . 

I  shall,  Mr.  Chairman,  vote  in  favor  of  striking 
out  the  item  for  extra  clerk  hire,  which  I  have 
read. 

I  have  only  in  conclusion  to  apologize  to  the 
committee  for  detaining  them  so  long  as  I  have; 
but,  in  justice  to  the  subject,  I  could  not  have 
said  less,  and  discharged  what  I  considered  to  be 
my  duty. 

[As  Mr.  Hardin  was  in  the  act  of  resuming 
his  seat,  Mr.  Connor,  of  North  Carolina,  face- 
tiously asked  him  if  the  people  of  Kentucky 
drank  whiskey  and  grog?  Mr.  Hardin  replied, 
i  that  whiskey  was  one  of  the  staple  commodities 
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of  Kentucky,  and  he  would  answer  the  gentle- 
man by  asking  him  a  question;  if  the  people  of 
North  Carolina  drink  tar  and  tar  water?  as  that 
was  their  staple  commodity.] 

Mr.  SU  THERLAND  briefly  replied  to  Mr. 
HARDIN. 

Mr.  POLK  submitted  a  letter  from  the  Post- 
master  General,  in  answer  to  a  call  for  informa  - 
tion  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
HARDIN,  expressed  his  readiness  to  give  all 
the  information  which  he  (Mr.  P.)  possessed. 

The  communication  of  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral was  read. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  VINTON, 
JOHNSON,  of  Ky.  and  CHILTON,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and,  at  a  late  hour, 

The  House  adjourned. 

SENATE. 
Friday,  April  25,  1834. 
Mr  CLAYTON  said  thatihe  had  been  request- 
ed by  a  committee  of  highly  respectable  gentle- 
men, appointed  at  a  public  meeting  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Kent,  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  to  present 
to  the  Senate,  certain  resolutions  adopted  at 
that  meeting,  the  purport  of  which  Mr.  C.  pro- 
ceeded to  state;  and  also  a  memorial  signed  by 
seven  hundred  and  thirty-six  citizens  of  that 
county,  praying  the  restoration  of  the  public  de- 
posites and  the  recharter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  Mr.  C.  regretted  that  the  late 
proceedings  of  the  Senate  had  prevented  him 
from  offering  them  sooner. 

This  memorial,  said  Mr.  C,  is  signed  by  my 
friends  and  neighbors,  by  men  of  whom  above  all 
others  I  may   be  permitted  to   speak  with  the 
greatest  confidence.    They  will  I  trust  escape 
the  imputation  of  bank  influence — not  a  man  of 
them  all  as  I  believe  owns  a  share  of  stock  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  is,or  ever  was,  in- 
debted sixpence  to  that  institution.     They  live 
in  a  section  of  the  country,  the  interests  of  which 
are  almost  exclusively  agricultural,  remote  from 
the  contagion  of  Executive  influence,   and  un- 
moved  by   the  seductions  of  official  patronage. 
They  are  the  descendants  of  the  old  BLUES 
of  the   revolution,    and  of   their  kindred  and 
friends, — and  are  truly  intelligent  and  patriotic 
freemen.     Imbued  with  the  spirit  of  the  whigs 
of  former  days,  theycomplainjmore — much  more, 
air,  of  Executive  usurpation,  and  the  exercise  of 
arbitrary  power,  than  of  any  distress  which  they 
have  felt  or  expect  to  feel.     Although  they  ac- 
knowledge that  the  price  of  their  produce  has 
greitly  fallen  in  value  by  the  conduct  of  the  Presi- 
dent in   removing  the  depositee,  and  that  they 
are  suffering  by  that  act  of  infatuation  and  folly, 
yet  tieir  loudest  note  of  remonstrance  is  sound- 
ed not  on  their  losses,  but  on  what  they  justly 
term  "  the  arbitrary  and  unconstitutional  exer- 
cise of  power  subversive  of  the  rights  of  Congress, 
and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people." 

Lonj  before  this,  sir,  they  have  heard  the  re- 
sponse of  their  Senators  in  Congress,  expressing 
precisely  the  same  opinions,  and  in  almost  the 
same  language  by  their  votes  on  that  resolution 
which  has  recently  been  made  the  subject  of  the 


President's  denunciation.  They  will  now  see 
with  mingled  feelings  of  surprise  and  indignation, 
that  the  same  Executive  course  which  they  have 
deprecated,  is  still  maintained  and  persevered  in, 
and  that  the  President  has  at  last  boldly  rested 
his  pretension  to  power  over  the  public  treasure 
of  the  nation,  on  the  very  same  ground  upon 
which  he  claims  the  uncontrolled  possession  of 
the  sword.  They  will  now  learn  that  he  has 
actually  charged  the  Senate  with  usurpation, 
because  it  has  dared  faithfully  to  represent  the 
very  sentiments  which  they  themselves  have  di- 
rected us  to  express.  They  will  remonstrate  in 
future  only  through  the  medium  of  the  ballot 
boxes. 

It  is  true,  sir,  that  the  offence  with  which  my 
colleague  and  myself,  in  common  with  other 
members  of  this  body ,  are  impeached  by  the 
Presidential  manifesto,  is  precisely  [that  of  truly 
representing  both  the  Legislature  and  the  people 
of  Delaware.  We  have  spoken  the  very  lan- 
guage which  the  freemen  who  sent  us  here  have 
taught  us.  The  Chief  Magistrate  complains 
that  this  is  not  to  be  endured,  and  appeals  to  the 
people  of  whom  these  are  a  part.  He  denies  to 
us  the  poor  privilege  of  even  expressing  their 
opinions  as  to  his  conduct,  because  he  says  in  a 
possible  event,  but  which  he  knows  will  never 
happen,  (that  of  his  impeachment,)  we  may  be 
his  judges.  Sir,  when  the  people  of  this  country 
shall  become  so  ignorant  as  to  be  incapable  of 
discriminating  between  a  charge  against  the 
President  of  having  been  wilfully  and  corruptly 
guilty  of  violating  the  Constitution,  and  a  vote 
of  the  Senate  simply  declaring  an  Executive  act 
unconstitutional,  and  carefully  abstaining  from 
the  slightest  imputation  of  bad  motives  or  wilful 
corruption,  then  we  may  be  in  danger  from  his 
appeal.  Until  that  period,  it  will  probably  share 
the  fate  of  other  electioneering  appeals  to  the  ig- 
norance rather  than  the  intelligence  of  the  coun- 
try. 

The  President,  in  his  first  message  to  Con- 
gress announced  his  preference  for  a  Govern' 
ment  Bank.  This  annunciation  has  been  re- 
peated in  his  succeeding  communications — yet 
so  monstrous  was  it  ever  deemed  by  men  of  all 
parties,  that  no  man  would  defend  it.  His 
warmest  partisans  revolted  at  the  enormous  ac- 
cumulation ofexecutivepower  in  the  hands  of  one 
man,  which  such  a  proposition  contemplated. — 
Yet,  what  do  we  see  now  ?  An  affiliation  of  fif- 
ty State  banks  under  one  head,  depending  eve- 
ry moment  for  existence  on  his  will,  and  depre- 
cating his  vengeance!  In  many  instances  the  pub- 
lic deposites  exceed  the  amount  of  the  capital  of 
the  selected  bank.  Many  of  these  corporations 
have  discounted  by  order  of  the  President,  on  the 
faith  of  the  deposites,  to  the  whole  amount  of 
those  deposites,  and  should  he  at  any  moment 
in  a  sudden  fit  of  passion  withdraw  from  any 
one  bank  60  circumstanced,  the  public  money 
in  its  vaults,  that  bank  is  inevitably  ruined. — 
Under  such  circumstances,  is  it  possible  that  it 
can  escape  a  thinking  intellect,  that  it  is  in  his 
power  to  control  these  banks,  and  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  millions,  not  only  of  public  revenue 
but  of  banking  capital  they  possess?    Is  it  not 
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entirely  within  his  power  to  direct  any  one  of 
them  to  lend  or  not  to  lend  money  to  particular 
individuals?  May  he  not  actually  wreak  his 
vengeance  on  any  city  or  district  of  country 
which  may  fall  under  his  displeasure  in  conse- 
quence of  its  political  or  other  conduct,  by  re- 
moving the  public  deposites  from  it  at  any  mo- 
ment, and  compelling  the  banks  of  deposite 
there,  with  a  view  to  meet  the  call,  to  spread 
ruin  and  distress  among  the  people  by  the  cur- 
tailment of  their  accommodations  and  the  col- 
lection of  their  debts  ?  Nay,  has  it  not  been  ac- 
tually proposed  to  pursue  this  very  course  to- 
wards at  least  one  city  of  this  Union?  Sir,  the 
claim  of  executive  power  now,  is  to  control  the 
whole  monetary  system  of  the  nation,  to  regu- 
late its  currency,  to  increase  or  depreciate,  at 
pleasure,  the  value  of  money ,  and  to  prostrate 
at  discretion  the  whole  structure  on  which  the 
contracts  ©f  the  country  depend.  It  is  a  claim 
to  confiscate  the  property  of  the  landed  interest, 
to  break  down  every  man  trading  on  credit,  to 
increase  or  diminish  by  the  operation  of  a  fluc- 
tuating currency  the  duties  on  foreign  importa- 
tions, to  work  a  general  transfer  of  property 
from  one  class  of  men  to  another,  to  fix  the 
standard  by  which  the  property  of  every  man  in 
the  country  shall  be  valued — in  a  word,  to  con- 
tract the  sound  and  to  expand  the  unsound  cur- 
rency whenever  a  single  man  shall  will  it.  It  it 
a  claim  which  no  British  monarch  has  ever  dared 
to  maintain,  and  its  exercise  by  the  President  has 
resulted  in  the  establishment  of  that  very 
Government  bank — yes,  sir,  in  the  consum- 
mation by  executive  action  alone  of  that  very 
plan,  for  the  accomplishment  of  which  in  the 
first  year  of  his  administration,  he  invoked  the 
aid  of  Congress.  I  now  demand  of  any  man 
on  this  floor,  who  thinks  himself  competent  to 
the  task,  to  point  out  one  shade  of  difference  be- 
tween the  dangers  of  that  engine  of  power,  which 
we  all  condemned  a  year  ago,  and  those  dangers 
to  public  liberty  which  must  inevitably  attend 
this  confederation  of  so  many  State  banks,under 
the  control  of  the  President.  I  invite  any  Senator 
here  to  debate  the  comparative  power  of  the 
present  affiliation  of  State  banks  established  by 
executive  action  alone  and  that  of  the  very 
Government  bank,  which,  less  than  twelve 
months  since,  every  body  seemed  to  agree  was 
an  institution  so  frightful  and  pregnant  with 
danger  to  civil  freedom. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  this  very  day 
last  year,  Lord  Althorp,  the  Britishminister,  thus 
expressed  himself,  on  the  subject  of  a  Govern- 
ment bank. 

"It  is  certainly  a  question  of  great  impor- 
tance whether  it  is  desirable  to  trust  such  a 
power  in  the  hands  of  persons  not  legally  re- 
sponsible, or  in  the  hands  of  a  Government 
which  is  responsible;  and  another  point  is, 
whether  the  profits  necessarily  to  be  derived 
6hould  belong  to  the  Government,  or  be  allow- 
ed to  the  company.  The  advantages,  and  the 
only  advantages,  I  have  been  able  to  discover  in 
a  Government  bank,  instead  of  a  private  com- 
pany, are  the  responsibility  of  the  managers 
and  the  profit  to  be  derived  from  the  undertak- 


ing; it  seems  to  me,  that  they  are  much  more 
than  counterbalanced  by  the  practical  evils  of 
such  a  system.  I  think  the  effect  of  havingthe 
government  the  great  bankers  of  the  State, 
having  the  command  of  the  circulating  medium 
in  their  hands,  might  be  most  mischievous.  In 
the  first  place,  I  refer  to  the  temptations  of  the 
Government,  to  abuse  its  power,  and  to  the  im- 
possibility, or  to  the  extreme  impolicy  in  that 
case,  of  permitting  any  assistance  to  be  given 
to  the  commercial  interests  of  the  country  in 
periods  of  difficulty — a  course  hitherto  frequent- 
ly pursued  by  the  Bank  of  England.  If  once 
government  were  at  liberty  to  assist  those 
whom  they  thought  fit  in  times  of  difficulty  and 
distress,  it  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  such 
an  enormous  power  in  the  hands  of  the  minis- 
ter of  the  day  as  would  be  almost  destructive 
of  the  Constitution." 

Such,  sir,  were  the  sentiments  of  a  minister  of 
England — the  servant  of  a  crowned  head — the 
organ  of  a  monarch.  Yet  in  this  boasted  land 
of  freedom  we  have  been  actually  reduced  to  a 
condition  in  which  the  Executive  Magistrate  is 
at  liberty  to  assist  those  whom  he  thinks  fit,  and 
is  in  the  habit  of  ordering  transfer  drafts  to  meet 
the  wants  of  particular  institutions  which  are 
the  objects  of  his  favoritism.  I  repeat  it,  sir, 
we  have  now  fastened  upon  us  what  is  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes  a  Government  bank.  Tp 
this  complexion  we  have  come  at  last! 

I  concur  therefore  with  my  friends  and  neigh- 
bors who  have  honored  me  with  the  presenta- 
tion of  this  their  memorial,  that  the  recent  acts 
of  the  President  are  not  only  most  disastrous  in 
their  operation  on  the  industry  of  the  people, 
but  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  country. — 
I  therefore  move,  sir,  that  these  resolutions  and 
this  memorial  be  read,  printed,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  that  they  may  receive 
the  earnest  attention  and  consideration  of  that 
committee. 

It  was  ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  WEBSTER,  after  a  few  preliminary  re- 
marks, which  were  almost  wholly  unheard,  said 
he  had  been  requested  to  present  to  the  consid< 
eration  of  the  Senate,  the  memorial  of  2000 
citizens  of  the  county  of  Ontario,  in  the  State  of 
New  York.  It  proceeded  from  an  agriculturJ 
county,  and  they  complained  of  the  effects  of 
the  measures  of  the  Government  on  all  their 
interests.  They  designated  themselves  as  ter- 
mers, mechanics,  merchants,  and  other  citizens 
of  the  county.  It  was  one  of  the  largest  coun- 
ties in  the  western  part  of  the  State  of  N.  York. 
It  was  essentially  agricultural,  and  the  main 
products  were  wheat  and  cattle,  and  they  sta- 
ted ,  as  a  fact,  that  the  loss  on  their  whole  pro- 
duce, sustained  by  them,  and  Mr.  W.  had  also 
information  from  a  source  on  which  he  could 
place  most  implicit  reliance,  that  this  loss  was 
from  25  to  33  per  cent,  and  that  land  itself, 
their  greatest  means  of  living,  bad  fallen  in 
price,  since  September  1833,  in  that  ratio.  At 
one  fell  blow,  from  one  quarter  to  one  :hird  of 
the  whole  of  their  property,  had  been  stricken 
off"  by  this  experiment,  which  professed  to 
be  a  war  against  the  banks,  an  institution  al- 
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ready  about  to  expire ,  and  which  it  was  in  the 
power  of  the  Government  to  modify  according 
to  their  ideas  of  propriety  and  expediency.  The 
memorialists  thought  that  such  a  measure  of 
suffering  had  been  produced  by  the  interference 
of  Government,  without  precedent  in  the  histo- 
ry of  this  country,  or  perhaps  of  any  other;  that 
they  did  not  think,  and  Mr.  W.  did  not  think, 
that  it  was  a  case  to  be  submitted  to.  They 
thought  they  saw  already  advances  in  Execu- 
tive power;  and  they  thought,  and  Mr.  W. 
thought,  that  those  who  felt  themselves  called 
upon  to  justify  the  cabinet  letter  of  the  Presi- 
dent, hardly  looked  for  the  Secretary's  reasons, 
and  still  less  for  this  message  of  the  President 
to  the  Senate;  and  that  one  of  the  most  alarm- 
ing circumstances,  in  connexion  with  their  jus- 
tifying the  removal  of  the  deposites,  proceeded 
on  the  ground  that  it  trenched  on  the  rights  of 
Congress  and  the  other  branches  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

A  month  or  two  ago,  a  member  from  New 
York,  had  spoken  of  great  unanimity  in  that 
State,  and  that  the  excitement  seemed  to  have 
subsided.  Mr.  W.  thought  too,  that  there  was 
now  a  new  omen  of  unanimity.  The  letter  ad- 
dressed to  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Clay)  and  himself,  was  signed  by  names  well 
known  in  New  York  and  here.  [M.  W.  read 
the  list  of  names.  J  These  were  gentlemen,  Mr. 
W.  said,  whose  political  views  and  objects  were 
not  always  the  same,, but  now  they  were  united, 
to  address  themselves  in  one  voice  to  Congress, 
and  their  neighbors  were  with  them.  There  was 
therefore  a  prospect  of  union  from  other  quarters 
far  and  near. 

A  few  days  ago  they  had  heard  on  the  floor  of 
the  Senate,a  strong  rebuke  of  the  wretched  clam- 
or, as  it  was  called,  the  cries  of  faction  by  the 
people  of  Baltimore.  Another  theme  had  now 
come  from  the  same  quarter,  uttered  by  voices 
new  and  powerful.  In  short,  Mr.  W.  thought 
the  people  of  the  country  were  effectually  roused 
by  the  present  state  of  public  affairs.  He  thought 
the  people  of  the  United  States  were  so  well 
schooled  on  political  subjects,  that  they  would 
now  teach  the  first  elements  to  their  rulers,  that 
just  complaints  against  an  unjust  Government 
was  not  clamor,  and  that  to  oppose  the  evils  in 
flicted  by  arbitray  power,  was  not  treason,  legal 
or  moral.  Such  were  the  lessons  which  the  peo' 
pie  had  undertaken  to  teach,and  Mr.  W.  trusted 
they  would  have  their  proper  effect.  Mr.  W. 
then  made  the  usual  motion. 
The  memorial  was  then  read. 
Mr.  FORSYTH  asked  where  it  came  from; 
he  suspected  from  what  he  had  heard  that  it 
came  from  Baltimore. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  re-informed  him,  and  repeat- 
ed some  of  his  remarks  in  regard  to  union  of  sen- 
timent, to  recent  events  in  Baltimore,  and  to 
Mr.  F.'s  animadversions  on  clamorous  and  fac- 
tious meetings. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  had  not  seen  the  accounts 
from  Baltimore.  He  proceeded  to  state  that  his 
remarks  which  had  been  censured,  were  design- 
ed as  exclusively  applicable  to  those  who  met  in 


Baltimore  on  Sunday,  and  to  them  he  still  insist- Jibe  people  of  Baltimore  to  say  whether  he  (Mr. 


ed  they  were  applicable.     He  thought  the  Sena- 
tor had  done  him  great  injustice. 

Mr.  F.  stated  that  one  of  the  speakers  who 
addressed  the  citizens  of  Baltimore  from  the  back 
door  of  a  hotel,  endeavored  to  conceal  himself: 
but  he  was  actually  brawled  out  to  make  an  ad- 
dress to  the  people.  He  would  have  called  this 
noisy,  clamorous  and  factious,  though  it  had  oc- 
curred on  a  week  day. 

The   honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
had  referred  to  Gov.  Snyder.     He  (Mr.  F., 
wished  to   know   how   long   Gov.  Snyder  had 
been  one  of  the  favorites  of  the  hon.   Senator. 
Not  long  ago  this  individual  had  been  spoken 
of  as  a   stupid  Dutchman,   and  now  his  name 
was  used  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  prejudice 
against   the  President  of  the    United    States. 
With   respect  to  "moral  treason"  he  had  not 
used  these  words  in  relation  to  the  citizens  of 
Baltimore;  he   had  spoken  only  of  certain  trea- 
sonable expressions   which   had  appeared  in  a 
Baltimore  paper.     What  he  had  said  in  this  re- 
spect did  not  apply  to  the  citizens  of  Baltimore. 
But  he  did  say  that  exertions  were  making  to 
induce  a  portion  of  the  people  to  commit  trea- 
son (not  against  the  President)  but  against  the 
Congress   of  the  United   States.       Gentlemen 
should  consider  that  in  making  remarks  upon 
what   fell   from  each    other,    great    injustice 
might  be  done    by    an   erroneous   assertion. 
To    those    immediately    around    them,   such 
an    occurrence     was     not    to     be  repeated, 
because  they  heard  both  sides  of  the  question; 
but  it  was  not  so  with  the  people  at  a  distance. 
The   newspapers  of  Washington  the  hon.  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  must  be  aware,  did  not 
always  tell  the  truth.   Some,  by  mere  accident, 
no  doubt,   omitted  to  state  what  fell  from  that 
party,  but  took   care  to  give  publicity  to  that 
which  proceeded  from  the  other.      Some  news 
papers,  too,  did  not  hesitate  to  give  to  the  peo- 
ple expressions  and  sentiments  which  had  never 
been   uttered  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  and 
this  must  be  submitted  to,  because  they  could 
not  rectify  the  evil   without  involving  them- 
selves with  the   editors,  and  being  accused  of 
wishing  to  circumscribe  the  liberty  of  the  press; 
they   had   no  control  over  the  news  papers. 
Surely,  however,  Senators  ought  to  be  just  to 
each  other.      He   did   now  know  but  that  he 
might   be  afraid  to  visit  again  the  monumental 
city; — the  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia  were  not 
a  little  remarkable  for  irascibility;  he  might  be 
afraid  to   go  there  again  after  the  statements 
which  had  been  made;  he  might  be  burned  in 
effigy;  he  hoped  they  would  not  burn  him  in 
reality.    He  had  just  learned,  that  in  the  other 
House  a  petition  had   been  presented  abusing 
him  for  expressions  which  he  had  never  uttered, 
and  sentiments  which  he  had  never  felt;  he  also 
learned  from  the   newspapers  that  threats  had 
been  held  out  to   "tar  and  feather  him"  if  he 
ever  again  made  his  appearance  in  Philadelphia. 
If  this  were  so  in  Philadelphia,  what  would  be 
the  case  in  Baltimore,  when  the  address  of  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Massachusetts  should  reach 
that  City?      The  hon.  Senator  had  called  upon 
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F.)  had  spoken  correctly  of  the  meeting  of 
Sunday — (No!  not  of  Sunday) — to  say  whether 
he  had  spoken  correctly  of  the  conduct  of  the 
citizens  of  Baltimore.    If  the  lion.  Senator  had 
confined  himself  to  applying  his  (Mr.  F's)  re- 
marks to  the  Sunday  meeting,  he  would  have 
been  contented.      Mr.  F.  concluded  by  saying 
he  bad  risen  to  state  that  the  remarks  he  made 
the  other  day  were  intended  to  apply  only  to 
that  portion  of  the  inabitants  of  Baltimore  who 
met  together  on  Sunday  last;  and  that  they  had 
no  relation  to  regular  meetings  assembled  for 
the  purpose  of  exercising  the  rights  of  petition. 
Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  had  no  desire  to  do 
any  injustice  to  the  hon.  Senator  from  Georgia; 
if,  however,  any  thing  inconvenient — any  thing 
which  the  gentleman  would    have  desired  to 
have  avoided,  should  result  from  the  present 
matter,  the  hon.  Senator  would  owe  it  only  to 
himself.     The  hon.  Senator  had  been  a  volun- 
teer upon  the  occasion  alluded  to;  he  had  made 
allusion  to  the  meeting  of  the  people  of  Balti- 
more, when  the  subject  before  the  Senate  had 
no  relation  to  that  meeting.     The  Senate  was 
considering  the  memorials  which  had  been  pre 
sented  from  New  Jersey.     Whether  the  de 
parture  of  the  Senator,  from  Geo.,  from  the 
subject  under  discussion,  and  his  allusion  to  the 
meeting  in  Baltimore   was  dictated  by  the  cir- 
cumstance of  a  member  of  the  Senate  having 
partaken  in  that  transaction,  remained  for  the 
Senator  to  declare ;  he  (Mr.  W.)  only  knew 
that  the  gentleman  was  a  volunteer  on  the  oc 
casion.     He  (Mr.  W.)  had  ascribed  no  words 
to  the  hon.  Senator  from  Georgia,  which  that 
gentleman  had  not  used  and  applied  to  the  citi- 
zens of  Baltimore.     The  hon.   Senator  said, 
that  the  language  he  had  used  was  intended  to 
apply  only  to  those  persons  who  had  assembled 
on  the  Sabbath-day.     This  explanation  did  not 
help  the  gentleman.     There  were  many  per- 
sons among  the  crowd  upon  that  occasion  whom 
the  hon.  Senator  respected,  whom  he  must  re- 
spect, and  whom  he  could  not  say  he  did  not 
respect.     These  persons  were  there — not  by 
dozens,  but  by  hundreds  and  thousands.     He 
(Mr.  W.)  begged  to  tell  the  hon.  Senator  that 
he  would  not  succeed  in  drawing  a  line  of  re* 
spectability  between  the  individuals  who  as- 
sembled on  Sunday,  and  the  rest  of  the  citizens 
of  Baltimore.    If  any  injustice  had  been  done 
to  the  hon.  Senator,  it  had  been  done  by  him- 
self.    Far  be  it  from  him,  (Mr.  W . )  to  say  any 
thing  that  would  have  the  effect  of  placing  that 
hon.  Senator  in  a  disrespectful  or  disrespected 
light;  but  he  should  consider  to  whom  he  ap- 
plied the  language  of  censure,  and  whether  that 
language  was  deserved.    He  (Mr.  W.)  also 
thought  it  would  have  been  as  well  for  the  hon. 
Senator  not  to  have  alluded,  without  necessity, 
to  a  matter  in  which  a  member  of  the  Senate 
had  taken  part  against  his  wishes. 

The  discussion  was  further  continued  by 
Messrs.  Fobstth,  Webster,  Leigh,  and  Ci.at, 
after  which  the  memorial  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 
Mr.CLAY  rose  and  said:  I  am  made.Mr.  Presi- 


dent, the  organ  of  communicating  to  the  Senate 
the  resolutions  and  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of 
citizens  of  Hanover  district,  a  part  of  the  high- 
ly important  county  of  York,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania.  Hanover  is  a  beautiful  valley, 
on  the  east  side  and  near  to  the  first  range  of 
mountains  as  you  proeeed  westwardly,  distant 
from  Baltimore  about  forty -five  miles.  These 
resolutions  emanate  from  an  orderly,  moral,  in- 
dustrious and  estimable  community,  embracing 
farmers,  mechanics,  and  persons  engaged  in 
most  of  the  busy  vocations  incident  to  our  en- 
terprising people.  They  express  themselves 
in  the  manly  language  of  freemen,  firmly  and 
fearlessly,  but  decorously. 

The  meeting  express  their  conviction  that 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  on  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  President,  was  an  assumption  of 
power,  which  ought  to  be  resisted  by  every 
American  citizen,  under  any  circumstances; 
and  that  they  will,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power 
resist  Executive  encroachments  and  usurpations. 
They  declare  that  the  restoration  of  the  depo- 
sites wouldjnot  only  be  an  act  of  justice  to  the 
bank,  but  would  lead  to  the  renewal  of  the  pub- 
lic prosperity  of  the  country,  almost  ruined  by 
the  Executive.  They  express  their  opinion 
that  the  charter  of  the  bank  ought  to  be  re- 
newed. And  they  condemn  the  conduct  of  the 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania  as  vacillating  and 
time-serving.  I  concur  entirely  in  all  these 
sentiments  of  the  good  people  of  Hanover. 

Mr.  President,  Pennsylvania  has  ever  been 
distinguished  by  her  ardent  attachment  to  De- 
mocracy. I  too  was  educated  in,  and  have  al- 
ways followed,  the  same  school.  All  my  prin- 
ciples have  been  drawn  from  it.  But  my  de- 
mocracy has  taught  me  that  civil  liberty  was  its 
prime  object,  and  free  institutions  and  great 
measures  of  national  policy  were  its  means.  1$ 
has  inculcated  on  me  a  steady  and  firm  adher- 
ence to  first  principles,  without  regard  to  men 
or  any  individual  man.  It  has  enjoined  me  never 
to  renounce  my  principles  for  the  sake  of  any 
mortal  being.  It  has  instilled  into  my  mind 
jealousy  of  Executive  power,  Executive  patron- 
age  and  Executive  influence.  In  a  conflict  be- 
tween power  and  prerogative,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  freedom  and  liberal  principles  on  the  other, 
it  does  not  allow  me  to  doubt  the  course  I  ought 
to  take.  It  requires  me  to  regard  men  in  office 
as  mere  instruments  to  accomplish  the  salutary 
purposes  for  which  government  was  instituted, 
the  protection,welfare  and  liberty  of  the  people. 
And  it  urges  me  to  abandon  them  when  they  are 
false  and  faithless  to  their  high  trust. 

The  meeting  in  Hanover  district  denounce 
the  conduct  of  their  Governor  as  vascillating 
and  time-serving.  Sir,  there  was  a  moment, 
during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  when 
all  eyes,  and  all  hopes,  and  all  hearts,  were  turn- 
ed towards  Harrisburg.  Gov.  Wolf  almost 
held  in  his  hands  the  fate  of  the  Constitution 
and  of  the  country.  He  had  repeatedly  ex- 
pressed himself  in  favor  of  a  sound  cunsency 
and  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
If  he  had  been  a  man  of  consistency,  of  firmness 
and  patriotism,  there  remained  for  him  but  one 
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clear  line  of  conduct.  But  how,  at  this  critical 
juncture  did  he  fulfill  the  general  expectations? 
He  shrunk  from  his  duty,  and  lending  himself 
to  Executive  usurpations,  joined  in  denouncing 
the  conduct  of  that  bank,  which  had  been  the 
object  of  his  previous  commendations  As  the 
organ  of  Pennsylvania,  he  should  have  boldly 
stood  up  for  Pennsylvania  rights,  Pennsylvania 
principles,  Pennsylvania  policy.  Three  impor- 
tant points  have  characterized  Pennsylvania 
prior  to  the  administration  of  Gov.  Wolf— inter- 
nal improvements,  the  American  system,  and  a 
sound  general  currency,  supplied  through  the 
agency  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  Governor  has  stood  by,  and  seen  with  si- 
lent acquiescence,  or  at  least  without  manly  re- 
sistance, the  first  paralyzed  by  an  unintelligible 
jargon  about  national  and  local  objects;  the  se- 
cond insidiously  assailed,  sought  to  be  secretly 
uudermined,  and  only  saved  from  complete  de- 
struction by  the  compromise;  and  he  has  joined 
in  the  personal  and  party  war  which  has  been  so 
unnecessarily  waged  against  the  bank. 

His  excellency  reminds  me  of  an  anecdote. — 
Some  years  ago  a  most  worthy  gentleman,  but 
with  blustering  manner  and  bold  and  brave 
words  in  his  mouth,  and  with  little  courage  in 
his  heart,  was  at  a  Virginia  watering  place.  He 
lodged  in  one  of  the  out  houses  erected  for  the 
accommodation  of  visitors.  One  night,  whilst 
he  was  wide  awake  in  bed,  a  thief  broke  in  and 
deliberately  rifled  his  purse  of  its  contents, 
without  any  resistance.  The  next  morning,  at 
the  spring,  the  place  of  general  rendezvous,  he 
was  relating  the  incident,  and  some  of  the  com- 
pany asked  him  if  he  did  not  see  the  thief.  See 
him  !  why  yes,  I  thought  he  would  have  taken 
the  shirt  off  my  back.  His  excellency  has  seen 
Pennsylvania  stript,  one  after  another,  of  all  her 
leading  principles  but  one,  and  he  has  quietly 
laid  by  wide  awake  until  he  sees  not  only  with- 
out opposition,  but  with  approbation,  the  last 
garment  about  to  be  torn  from  her. 

Mr.  President,  in  ordinary  times  and  under 
usual  circumstances,  I  should  not  have  felt  my- 
self at  liberty  to  animadvert  upon  the  official 
conduct  of  a  Chief  Magistrate  of  any  State.  But 
as  Gov.  W»lf  chose,  at  an  eventful  period,  U 
throw  his  official  weight  into  the  scale  against 
what  I  believe  to  be  the  Constitution  and  liber- 
ties and  prosperity  of  my  country;  as  his  inter- 
vention was  at  the  moment  perhaps  decisive  ia 
another  part  of  this  Capitol,  and  as  the  people 
of  Hanover  district  have  expressly  brought  his 
public  conduct  before  us,  have  felt  myself  fully 
justified  in  the  remarks  which  I  have  made. 

Mr.  President,  will  nothing  open  the  eyes  of 
this  mad  administration,  and  its  infatuated  sup- 
porters in  Congress?  Will  gentlemen  heedlessly 
rush  on  to  their  own  destruction  and  the  ruin  of 
their  country?  Will  they  not  pause  in  their 
frightful  career?  Will  they  conceal  from  them- 
selves the  light  and  the  hope  which  are  every 
where  bursting  forth  around  us?  Are  they  ig- 
norant of  the  gratifying  results  of  numerous 
elections,  to  the  North  and  to  the  South,  of 
wliich  we  daily  receive  intelligence.  Hare  they 
heard  of  the  recent  issue  of  the  election  in  Han- 


over county,  of  revolutionary  memory,  that  gen- 
uine Whig  county?  As  my  native  county,  I 
shall  be  pardoned,  I  hope,  for  adverting  to  an 
event  which  fills  me  with  heartfelt  satisfaction. 
Hanover  county  was  the  first  in  Virginia  to  raise 
its  arms  against  British  oppression.  Lord  Dun- 
more,  the  Governor  of  the  colony,  was  about 
to  transfer,  and  actually  had  transferred  a  part 
of  the  public  deposites,  in  the  arsenal  at  Wil- 
liamsburg, from  their  lawful  position  to  a  Bri- 
tish vessel  in  the  river.  Patrick  Henry,  a  na- 
tive of  Hanover,  put  himself  at  the  head  of  a 
company  of  Hanover  volunteers,  and  marched 
towards  Williamsburg  to  compel  a  restoration  of 
the  munitions  of  war.  And  Governor  Dunmore 
found  it  expedient  to  compromise  the  matter 
with  the  gallant  and  patriotic  commander  of  the 
volunteers.  Hanover  was  the  early  theatre  of 
many  of  those  eloquent  and  thrilling  orations  of 
Henry  that  subsequently  aroused  his  country- 
men and  stimulated  them  to  the  exertion  of  all 
their  energies  in  the  establishment  of  their  u> 
dependence  and  their  liberty. 

Hanover,  in  both  the  elections  of  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate,  sustained  him  by  vast  majori- 
ties. The  election  for  her  Representative  came 
on  a  few  days  ago.  On  the  side  of  the  adminis- 
tration was  the  old  member,  a  gentleman  whom 
I  well  know,  whom  I  personally  esteem,  of  ex- 
cellent character  and  high  reputation,  of  great 
personal  and  heriditary  popularity.  He  was 
the  grandeson  of  Patrick  Henry  himself,  and  the 
only  surviving  son  of  one  of  the  most  eminent 
judges  and  jurists  of  his  day,  the  lamented 
Spencer  Roane.  On  the  other  side  was  a  gen- 
tleman who  had  never  served  in  public  life, 
never  been,  I  believe,  a  candidate  for  office. — 
He  was,  it  is  true,  of  pure  and  unsullied  charac- 
ter, and  fame,  and  of  high  moral  and  intellect- 
ual attainments. 

Well,  sir,  we  heard  yesterday  from  Cold  Har- 
bour and  the  Court  House, and  there  the  admin- 
istration was  beaten,  horse,  foot  and  dragoon. — 
Cold  Harbour  and  the  Court  House  cquld  stand 
a  great  deal  from  the  modern  Roman,  but  they 
could  not  stomach  the  Protest.  It  remained  for 
us  to  hear  from  Negrofoot,  which  includes  two 
other  districts,  Long  and  Hungry,  and  Hell- 
town. 

There  was  some  congeniality  between  these 
names  and  the  Protest,  which  induced  me  to 
fear  that  old  Hanover  might  not  sustain  her  an- 
cient Whig  principles.  But,  sir,  we  have  got 
the  tidings  to-day,  and  glorious  tidings  they  are. 
Hanover  is  herself  again. 

The  protest  stood  no  chance  at  Negrofoot, 
Long,  and  Hungry,  or  even  at  Hell-town.  And 
the  descendant  of  Patrick  Henry  and  the  son  of 
Spencer  Roane,  after  proudly  walking  over  the 
undisputed  turf  for  years  has  been  distanced  by 
a  new  and  untried  steed. 

The  fate  of  this  protest  reminds  me  of  anoth- 
er anecdote.  Several  years  ago  an  inhabitant 
from  Buncombe,  in  North  Carolina,  going  to 
Kentucky  met  a  Kentuckian  leaving  his  state, 
on  the  mountains  which  separate  it  from  the 
parent  State.  The  Buncombe  man  asked  the 
Kentuckian,  what  was  the  news  in  Kentuckyt 
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He  said  nothing  but  that  there  had  been  agrea. 
revival  and  stir  in  religion,  almost  every  body 
was  converted ,  and  they  had  driven  the  devil 
out  of  the  State.  Ah!  says  the  Buncombe  man, 
and  pray  sir  can  you  tell  me  where  he  is  gone 
to?  We  are  not  certain,  replied  the  Kentuck- 
an,  but  according  to  our  latest  accounts  he  had 
taken  refuge  in  Buncombe,  in  North  Carolina.  I 
am  sure,  Mr.  President,  he  did  not  long  remain 
in  that  peaceful  and  orderly  community,  and  I 
rather  think  that,  at  this  time,  he  has  taken  up 
his  abode  in  the  Kitchen  Cabinet.  I  assure 
gentlemen  in  thus  adverting  to  the  late  most 
gratifying  demonstrations  of  popular  will  and 
judgment,  it  is  in  no  spirit  of  vain  boasting  or 
exultation  over  their  fall.  The  most  of  all  par 
ties,  I  believe  to  be  sound  well  intentioned  and 
patriotic,  and  that  of  the  Jackson  party  as  much 
so  as  most  others.  What  other  interests  than 
those  of  the  character,  fame,  and  prosperity  of 
our  common  country,  can  the  mass  have?  No, 
sir,  it  is  in  no  party  feeling,  or  party  spirit  that 
I  rejoice,  sincerely  rejoice,  in  the  signs  of  the 
times.  It  is  from  motives  far,  far,  above  any 
party  feeling,  or  party  spirit.  It  is  because  I 
hail  the  approach  of  the  day,  when  reason,  and 
truth ,  virtue  and  justice,  the  constitution  and 
civil  liberty,  will  triumph,  over  error  and  delu- 
sion, folly  and  blindness.  I  move  the  printing 
and  the  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
of  the  resolutions  of  the  meeting  in  Hanover 
district. 

SPECIAL  ORDER. 

The  Executive  Manifesto,  was  now  taken  up, 
the  question,  as  the  Chair  stated,  being  on  Mr. 
Bibb's  amendment  to  Mr.  Clay's  substitute, 
that  is,  not  to  receive  the  paper. 

Mr.  BIBB  spoke  at  large  on  the  subject  of 
the  Manifesto,  till  he  gave  way  to  Mr.  Poin- 
dexter,  on  whose  motion  it  was  ordered,  that 
when  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  adjourn  till  Mon- 
day. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  WAGGAMAN,  the  Senate 
then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr.  CHILTON,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
valid Pensions,  which  was  instructed,on  the  10th 
instant,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing the  law  which  requires  two  witnesses  to  es- 
tablish a  pension  for  wounds  received  during  the 
revolutionary  war,  placing  all  such  cases  upon 
proof,  satisfactory  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  in 
other  cases,  made  an  adverse  report  thereon  ; 
which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FOOT, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
memorial  of  Colvin  Pollard  and  others,  and  that 
it  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  (No.  447)  for 
the  relief  John  Frazer  &  Co.,  of  Charleston, 
South  Carolina ;  which  bill  was  read  the  first  and 
second  time,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  to  which  is  committed  the 


bill  (No.  248)  for  the  relief  Thomas  Dixon  &  Co. 
of  New  York. 

Mr.  CAGE,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  (No.  449)  for  the 
relief  of  Wm.  R.  Harmer ;  which  bill  was  read 
the  first  and  second  times,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  morrow. 

Mr.  CHlNN,from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  (No.  449,)  to  extend 
the  charter  of  the  Fire  Insurance  Company  of 
Alexandria  ;  which  bill  was  read  the  first  and 
second  times,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CRAMER,from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Wm.  Baker,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  (No.450,)  for  his  relief;  which 
was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  POPE,from  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  city  of 
St.  Louis,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  made 
a  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
(No.  451,)  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
St.  Louis,  in  the  State  of  Missouri ;  which  bill 
was  read  the  first  and  second  times,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
the  State  of  the  Union. 

The  rule  being  suspended  for  the  purpose,  the 
House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
solution moved  by  Mr.  Jarvis,  proposing  an  in- 
quiry into  the  affairs  of  certain  banks  within  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

The  question  recurred  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  the  said  resolution. 

Mr.  HARDIN  addressed  the  House  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  would  not  trouble  the  House 
with  any  remarks  upon  the  resolution  under  con- 
sideration, although  that  part  of  the  resolution 
which  proposes  to  inquire  into  the  situation  of 
the  Metropolis  Bank,  and  which  has  given  rise 
to  the  debate,  had  been  offered  by  myself,  and 
accepted  by  the  mover,  (Mr.  Jarvis,)  were  it 
not  for  the  personal  and  pointed  observations 
directed  towards  and  levelled  at  my  honorable 
colleague  (Mr.  Allan)  who  stated  that  the  Me- 
tropolis Bank,  which  is  one  of  the  pets,  had  not 
disposable  funds  immediately  under  its  control, 
and  at  its  command,  to  meet  its  paper  in  circu- 
lation, and  the  Government  and  individual  depo- 
sites.  My  colleague  made  this  assertion  upon  his 
own  responsibility,  and  averred  he  could  prove  it, 
if  the  House  would  give  him  an  impartial  com- 
mittee— an  unpacked  jury. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Beards- 
ley)  in  his  reply,  seemed  to  question  the  truth 
of  the  statement,  and  his  remarks  were,  as  I 
thought,  somewhat  personal.  My  colleague  has 
not  had  an  opportunity  to  get  the  floor  since; 
and,  as  I  have  it  now,  I  think  it  incumbent  on 
me  to  stand  by  my  friend,  and  make  good  the 
charge,  which  I  flatter  myself  I  shall  do,  not  only 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  House,  but  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  gentleman  from  New  York;  for  I 
am  not  unwilling  to  take  'any  man  for  a  juror, 
whom  New  York  is  willihg  to  make  a  judge  of. 

The  gentleman  says  we  have  no  right  to  in- 
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quire  into  the  situation  of  the  Metropolis  Bank. 
To  that  I  answer,  Congress  incorporated  the 
bank,  which  is  nothing  but  a  contract  between 
Congress  and  the  corporators;  and,  as  a  party 
to  the  contract,  Congress  has  a  right  to  inquire 
into  the  actings  and  doings  of  the  other  party,  in 
relation  to,  and  in  fulfillment  of  the  agreement. 

One  other  reason,  which,  to  my  mind,  is  un- 
answerable, is,  that  the  bank  has  agreed  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  take  the  public 
money  on  deposite.  Does  not  that  confer  the 
right  upon  the  Government,  while  the  money  is 
there,  to  inquire  whether  it  is  safe  or  not?  Besides, 
in  the  language  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
(Mr.  Lane)  no  bank  ought  to  be  permitted  to 
keep  the  public  money  one  day,  if  it  should  refuse 
and  deny  to  Congress  the  right  and  privilege  of 
making  such  examination;  it  would  manifest  too 
strongly  the  consciousness  in  the  Directors  ofits 
want  of  solidity,  nay,  its  insolvency.  Congress 
to  permit  the  public  money  to  remain  any  longer, 
after  such  refusal,  would  betray  its  trust.  The 
gentleman  says  that,  after  a  bank  in  the  District 
breaks,  we  have  then  the  right  to  inquire  into  the 
reasons  of  its  failure.  I  had  much  rather  prevent 
a  misfortune  from  happening,  than  to  enjoy  the 
melancholy  privilege  of  weeping  over  it  after  it 
has  occurred. 

Before,  Mr.  speaker,  I  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  bank  under  consideration,  I 
beg  their  indulgence  while  I  state  and  exhibit 
the  situation  of  all  the  pet  Banks;  those  favored 
Banks  which  have  been  made  the  depositories 
of  the  public  money — that  this  House  and  the 
nation  may  see  and  judge  whether  the  public 
money  is  safe  or  not  in  the  places  where  it  is 
now  deposited.  The  statements  shows  the  situa- 
tion of  the  banks  about  the  1st  of  February 
last.  The  table  which  I  have  made  out,  I  be- 
lieve shows  correctly  the  specie  on  hand  in  each 
bank,  the  paper  of  each  bank  in  circulation, 
and  the  amount  of  public  deposites.  The 
statement  is  as  follows.  (The  table  will  bo 
found  on  page  569  ) 

The  Bank  of  America,  New  York,  Mechan- 
ic's Bank,  N.  York;  Manhatten  Company,  N. 
York;  Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia;  Union  Bank 
at  Baltimore;  and  the  Metropolis  Bank  at 
Washington,  have  public  deposites  to  the 
amount  of  $7,473,335  88 

Specie  in  vaults,  1,284,477  23 

Circulation,  2,081,056   73 

Recapitulation  of  the  above  bank,  $6,188,858  65 
more  deposites  than  specie;  $5,392,279  14 
more  deposites  than  circulation  of  their 
own  paper;  and  only  $796,579  50  greater 
circulation  than  specie. 

RECAPITULATION. 

These  several  banks  have  $8,109,216  35 
more  deposites  than  specie.  They  also  have 
$1,282,530  48  of  pub  he  deposites,  more  than 
the  circulation  ofthrirown  notes. 

They  also  have  §6,826,685,  87,  greater  pa- 
per  circulation  than  specie  on  hand. 

This  statement  does  not  include  the  individ- 
ual deposites,  which  generally  are  large,  owing 
to  the  fact,  I  am  told,  of  the  banks  paying  in 
terest  on  the  individual  deposites.     Those  de- 


posites, and  the  other  debts  and  liabilities  of 
the  banks,  are  equal  to  their  other  disposable 
funds,  and  the  difference  between  the  specie  on 
hand  in  each  bank,  and  the  public  deposites  and 
paper  in  circulation,  can  only  be  met  by  calling 
in  the  notes  under  discount,  which  cannot  be 
effected  within  the  time  the  Government  will 
want  the  money.  This  will  be  the  necessary 
consequence  when  the  banks  are  solvent,  but 
I  am  fearful  a  number  of  them  will  prove  in- 
solvent, when  the  demand  for  the  money  of 
the  Government  shall  be  made.  That  demand 
must  be  made  this  year,  to  meet  the  current 
expenses  of  the  year.  It  will  be  recollected, 
all  commercial  operations  are  paralized,  and 
that,  in  all  probability,  the  importation  of  goods 
subject  to  duty,  will  fall  short  thirty  or  forty 
millions  this  present  year.  If  that  event  shall 
happen  as  a  part  of  the  fruits  and  blessings  of 
this  glorious  experiment  the  President  has  been 
making  for  the  last  six  months ,  then  the  pub- 
lic deposites  will  all  have  to  be  called  in  from 
those  pet  banks  to  meet  the  current  expenses 
of  the  year;  but  I  am  afraid  the  call  will  be 
met  by  the  banks,  as  the  spirits  met  the  call 
to  come  from  the  vasty  deep. 

I  will  now  present  to  the  House  the  situation 
of  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  according  to  the 
last  report  made  to  the  Senate,  dated  3d  Feb- 
ruary, 1834.     It  is  as  follows: 

Statement  of  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis. 
3d  February,  1834. 
CR. 
Bills  and  notes  discounted,  g  685,503  69 

Stocks  of  various  kinds,  193,464  37 

Suspended  debt,  8,576  99 

Real  Estate,  25,113  83 

Notes  and  checks  on  other  banks,  335,166  12 
Specie,  153,997  43 

Due  from  banks,  235,617  34 

Expense  account  and  costs  of  suits,    3,072  39 

1,640,512  16 
DR. 

Capital  paid  in,  g  5000,000  00 

Notes  in  circulation,  160,823  00 

Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  536,639  42 

Special  deposite,  3,437  50 

Due  to  banks  73,808  01 

Discount  account,  5,776  70 

Individual  depositors,  360,027  47 


$  1,640,512  16 
The  House  will  perceive  from  the  report, 
that  the  paper  in  circulation,  the  Government 
and  individual  deposites,  amount  to  $1,061,023 
39.  This  money  may  be  demanded  any  day. 
What  funds  have  the  bank  to  meet  this  demand  ? 
$153,997  43  in  specie ;  due  from  banks, 
$235,617  34;  notes  and  checks  on  other  banks, 
$335,166  12;  amounting  in  the  whole,  to  724,- 
790  89 — how  much  will  be  lost  by  the  debts 
due  from  other  banks,  and  notes,  and  checks 
on  other  banks,  at  this  time,  cannot  be  told ; 
but  as  so  many  banks  have  failed  in  this  Dis- 
trict, the  probability  is  near  one  half.  The  item 
of  the  suspended  debt  can  yield  nothing  at  this 
time,  and,  in  all  probability,   never  will  yield 
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any  thing.  The  item  of  real  estate  cannot  now 
be  converted  into  money,  scarcely  at  any  price, 
in  the  embarrassed  state  of  the  times;  but  when 
we  take  into  consideration  the  facts  which  have 
been  stated  to  this  House  in  memorials  from 
the  corporation,  that  the  corporation  owes  a 
debt,  in  Europe  in  part,  and  at  home  in  part,  of 
upwards  of  one  million  eight  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  the  city  tax  to  meet  the  interest  of  that 
debt,  and  the  other  current  expenses  of  the 
year  is  equal  to  three  per  cent,  upon  the  cash 
selling  price  of  real  property,  as  I  have  been 
informed,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  no  calcu- 
lations can  be  made  on  that  item.  The  item  of 
stocks  of  various  kinds  deserves  a  minute  inves- 
tigation. That  would,  at  first  appearance, 
seem  to  be  available  means,  until  we  inquire 
and  ascertain  what  kind  of  stock  it  is.  To  do 
that,  I  will  refer  to  a  report  of  the  bank,  made 
to  the  Senate,  as  to  its  situation,  on  the  9th  of 
December,  1833,  which  is  as  follows : 

Statement  of  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis. 
Washington,  9th  Dec.  1833. 
ICR. 
Bills  and  notes  discounted  §753,925  27 

Corporation  of  Washington,  6 

per  ct  stock  10,000  00 

Stock  of  this  bank,  204,900  cost  181,541  45 
Real  estate  25,113  83 

Notes  and  checks  on  other  banks  39,453  64 


Specie 
Due  from  Banks 
Expense  account 
Costs  of  suit 


DR. 


114,047  40 

85,728  69 

799  90 

2,701  64 

$1,213,311  72 


Capital  paid  in  $500,000  00 

Unclaimed  dividends  541  45 

Notes  in  circulation  214,358  00 

Do  Post-notes  830  33 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States     178,271  45 

Do    on  special  deposite  6,875  00 

Due  to  Banks  47,572  71 

Discount  account  15,933  08 

Individual  depositers  248,929  70 

$1,213,311  72 
By  that  report  it  will  be  seen  that  $181,541 45 
is  stock  ef  the  Metropolis  Bank  which  have 
been  taken,  the  presumption  is,  in  satisfaction 
of  debts  due  by  the  stockholders  to  the  Bank. 
That  item,  then,  instead  of  being  a  part  of  the 
means  of  the  bank  to  meet  its  debts,  is  a  sub- 
traction from  its  means,  and,  Mr.  Speaker,  it 
proves  two  other  important  facts — it  proves 
that,  between  the  Directors  and  Stockholders, 
in  a  contract  made  by  men  who  knew  the  situa- 
tion of  the  Bank,  the  stock  sold  for  about  12 
per  cent,  below  par— for  $204,900  sold  for 
$1 81,541  45.  The  other  fact  it  proves  is  this, 
that,  whenever  the  Directors  of  a  bank,  and 
the  Stockholders  combine,  and  make  arrange- 
ments to  pay  off  the  debts  of  the  bank  by 
stock,  that  they  are  preparing  to  break,  just 


B.  being  weak  of  body,  but  of  sound  mind  and 
disposing  memory."  The  style  of  a  bank's 
will,  in  this  situation,  would  be  a  little  different; 
it  would  perhaps  run  thus:     We,  the  Directors  - 

and  Stockholders  of  the Bank,  knowing 

that  it  is  appointed  for  the  bank  to  die,  and  be- 
ing weak  in  solidity;,  but  yet  we  have  sound 
minds  and  disposing  memories,  do  fraudulently 
and  clandestinely,  to  defeat  our  just  creditors, 
make  this  secret  arrangement  of  returning  the 
stock  back  to  the  stockholders,  instead  of  let- 
ting it  remain  as  a  fund  to  pay  our  just  debts, 
do  make ,  &c. 

The  item  of  bills  and  notes  discounted  will 
render  the  bank  solvent,  if  it  can  be  called  in  ; 
but  it  is  a  fact  well  known  to  all  present,  that 
that  item  cannot  yield  ten  per  cent,  annually. 
The  debtors  live,  I  presume,  principally  in  this 
city;  their  means  are  composed  of  personal 
property,  and  houses  and  lots,  in  the  city. 
Houses  and  lots,  from  what  I  have  before  sta- 
ted, can  yield  very  little;  that  item,  I  have  no 
doubt,  will  be  subject  to  an  eventual  loss  of  30 
per  cent,  and  cannot  yield  ten  per  cent,  annu- 
ally. 

I  have  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  gone  through 
what  I  designed  saying  in  relation  to  the  banks; 
but,  before  I  take  my  seat,  I  must  beg  to  notice 
some  of  the  other  remarks  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New-York,  (Mr.  Beabjdsley,)  and 
which,  as  reported  in  the  Intelligencer,  are  as 
follows: 

"And  he  would  not,  by  his  vote,  associate  it 
in  the  same  resolution  with  banks  which  had 
stopped  payment.  He  would  not  thus  further 
the  designs  of  another  institution,  in  behalf  of 
which,  he  had  no  doubt,  these  banks  had,  by 
preconcert,  suspended  specie  payments;  a  mea- 
sure which  he  thought  it  highly  probable  they 
were  paid,  or  to  be  paid,  for  adopting." 

The  charges  contained  in  these  remarks  are 
of  the  most  gross  and  flagrant  corruptions;  and 
who  are  included  in  this  sweeping  accusation  ? 
The  Presidents  and  Directors  of  all  the  Banks 
implicated,  a  majority  of  whom,  I  am  bold  to 
say,  stand  deservedly  so  high  in  the  opinion  and 
estimation  of  the  nation,  that  the  gentleman 
who  cast  this  most  foul  imputation  would  be 
proud  of  shaking  them  by  the  hand;  in  truth,  he 
is  indebted  to  his  imagination  for  every  fact 
upon  which  he  has  predicated  this  bold  asser- 
tion. There  is  yet  another  remarkable  passage 
in  the  gentleman's  speech,  which  reads  in  these 
words : 

"But  the  party  opposed  to  the  administration, 
had  been,  for  these  six  months  past,  busily  and 
zealously  engaged,  all  over  the  country,  in 
breaking  down  the  credit  of  all  banking  insti- 
tutions, and  laboring  to  prepare  the  people  for 
revolution.  To  bring  about  revolution  had  for 
months  past  been  the  ruling  motive  of  the  press, 
and  of  the  party  opposed  to  the  administration. 
He  would  lend  himself  to  no  such  design.", 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  leave  it  to  the  nation 
to  decide  between  us,  who  are  in  favor  of  revo- 
lutionary movements.    We  contend  for  the  Con- 


as  much  as  a  man  in  the  last  stages  of  the 

consumption,  with    death  staring  him  in  the  stitution  and  laws  to  prevail,  and  for  the  Govern 
ace,   make  his  will,   beginning  thus  "I,  A.|ment  to  be  administered  in  their  true  spirit  and 
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purity.  They  contend  for  new  and  unheard-of 
powers  in  the  President — high,  arrogant,  and 
bold  pretensions  in  the  Executive— for  strong 
royal  prerogatives.  We  for  equality,  civil  liber- 
ty, and  the  supremacy  of  the  law.  We  contend 
for  the  Whig  principles  which  made  James  II. 
of  England  abdicate  the  throne,  and  compelled 
George  III.  to  renounce  all  claim  of  allegiance 
from  the  people  of  the  United  States.  The  same 
principles,  I  trust  in  God,  will  make  Andrew 
Jackson  cease  to  believe  he  is  "the  Government." 
We  lost  by  using  State  banks,  near  twen- 
ty years  ago,  about  1 ,428,000  dollars.  We 
shall  in  all  probability  lose  about  $30,000  by  the 
late  failure  of  the  banks  in  this  Distiict,  which 
were  the  depositories  of  part  ot  the  public  mo- 
ney; and  can  any  gentleman  in  this  House  put 
his  hand  on  his  heart,  and  say  that  he  believes  the 
public  money  safe  in  these  State  banks,  when  he 
recollects  that  the  banks,  putting  them  all  togeth^ 
•r,  have  less  than  four  millions  of  specie,  and  in 
this  situation  are  to  be  the  depositories  of  the 
present  year,  of  about  twenty-five  millions  of  the 
people's  money. 

[The  following  table  was  alluded  to,  ly  Mr  Hardin, 
on  page  567.] 


Names  of  Banks. 


Public  De- 
positee. 


Bank  of  Maine 
Comroercal,  N. 
H.  Portsmouth 
Commonwealth, 

Boston 
Merchants 

Boston 
Merchants  Salem 
Bank  of  Burling 

ton,  Vermont 
New  London 

Bank 
Mechanics'  Bank 

N.  Haven 

Arcade  Bank, 

Providence 

Newport  B«nk 

It.  Island 
Bristol,  R.  Island 
Bank  of  America 

New  York 
Mechanics  Bank 

New  York 
Manhattan  Com 

pany,  N  Y. 
Girard  Bank, 

Philadelphia 
Union,  Md.  at 

Baltimore 
Metrcpolis, 

Washington 
State  Bank  of 
Virginia  and 
Branches. 
Planters'  Bank  of 
Georgia  at  Sa- 
vannah 
Franklin  Bank, 

Cincinnati 
Union  Bank, Lou 

isiana 
Commercial,  N. 

Orleans 
Planters,'  Miss. 

Natchez 
Branch  Bank 
State  of  Ala. 
at  Mobile 
Bank  of  Michigan 


Specie. 


|    13,500  00 

26,101 

+989,185  4 

709,079  3li 
71,427  2 

•19,787  12 

3,602  06 

29,089  06 

54,924  76 

16,316  95 
41,151  15 

1,641,424  38 

1,211,507  55 

2,149,011  99 

1,381,655  56 

553,096  98 

536,639  42 

50,533  39 

56,556  68 
328,705  17 
126,584  03 
131,738  62 
781,156  17 


313,937  87 
298,811  29 


Bills  in  cir- 
culation. 


11,319  72 

7,652  97 

118,544  76 

150,135  72 
5,869  33 

28,754  96 

5,697  31 

93,328  00 

22,500  W> 

6,817  10 
2,880  00 

340,000  00 

257,725  38 

208,545  47 

270,976  09 

53,232  86 

153,997  43 

435,925  83 

389,707  92 
113,344  23 
242,358  94 
107,018  57 
166,709  51 

145,966  90 
37,300  33 


47,254  00 

86,791  00 

111,630  00 

121,088  00 
44,385  00 

68,152  00 

49,720  00 

128,365  00 

16,205  00 

39,892  00 
28,670  00 

387,573  00 

523,223  00 

468,422  73 

329,165  00 

211,859  00 

160,823  00 

3,080,951  33 

311,387  00 

306,746  00 

869,355  00 

95,400  00 

1,933,297  20 


517,530  00 
265.1 20  00 


3,37G,309  39 


Total  Amount   111,485,525  74 
*  These  show  no  difference  between 
and  private  deposites. 


10,202,995  26 
public 


Mr.  CHILTON  followed;  and  proceeded  till 
the  expiration  of  the  hour,  when  the  House  pass- 
ed to  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate,  (No.  5,)  "to 
provide  for  watering  the  Pennsylvania  Avenue," 
was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

By  leave  of  the  House,  Mr.  REED  submitted 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  read  and  laid 
on  the  table  one  day. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  names 
of  the  armed  national  ships;  and  the  names  of 
their  commanders  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 
A  Message  was  received  from  the  Senate  by 
Mr.  Lowrie,  their  secretary: 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  President  of  the  U.  States 
has  notified  the  Senate  that  he  did,  on  the  15th 
of  April,  inst.  approve  and  sign. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Haggerty  and 
David  Austin,  of  New  York. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peleg  Spencer. 
The  rule  setting  aside  Friday  in  each  week 
for  the  consideration  of  private  business,  being 
suspended  for  the  purpose, 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union, 
Mr.  HUBBARD  in  the  Chair,  and  took  up  the 
GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
The  question  under  debate  was  the  item  con- 
tained in  lines  268,  269,  and  270,  of  the  bill, 
as  follows:  M  For  additional  clerk  hire,for  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-three,  thirty- 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-one 
dollars  and  forty-four  cents." 

Mr.  CONNOR,  after  a  few  introductory  re- 
marks ,  read  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  the 
predecessor  of  the  present  Postmaster  General, 
in  which  that  gentleman  had  shown,  and  con- 
tended for  the  necessity  of  an  increase  of 
clerks,  on  account  of  the  increase  of  business. 
This  was  the  cause  of  the  increase  of  the  ap- 
propriation asked  for  in  the  bill  before  the 
House.  The  appointment  of  agents  was  as 
old  as  the  establishment  of  the  Department, 
and  his  duties  extended  throughout  the  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maine,  asked  if  the  appro- 
priation might  be  reduced  in  the  House? 
The  CHAIR  replied  in  the  affirmative. 
Mr.  LINCOLN  of  Mass.,  rose  and  said. 
%  Mr.  Chairman:  Fully  aware,  as  I  am,  of  the 
impatience  of  gentlemen  to  get  this  bill  through 
the  Committee,  it  is  with  unaffected  embarrass- 
ment and  distrust  that  I  oppose  any  obstacle  to 
their  progress  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  ob- 
ject. I  pray  the  Committee  to  believe  that  a 
sense  of  public  duty,  more  imperative  than  any 
regard  to  personal  considerations,  constrains  me 
to  the  humble  part  which  I  may  take  in  this  dis- 
cussion. I  shall  make  no  protestations  of  a  dis- 
inclination to  embarrass  the  debate,  or  to  create 
unnecessary  delay  in  its  issue;  nor  will  I  stop  to 
disclaim  intentions  to  impede  the  operations  of 
the  Government,  or  vex  its  administration. — 
Such  purposes  would  be  unworthy  the  position 
of  a  representative  on  this  floor,  and  no  one 
can  have  a  right  to  impute  them.     Neither  will 
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I  enter  into  any  stipulations  for  brevity  in  my]  an  effort,  should  it  even  be  successful.    I  wave 


remarks,  or  repeat  promises,  too  often  made,  to 
save  time,  and  too  little  regarded  in  the  very 
apologies  for  its  consumption.  For  whatever 
attention  I  may  receive,  I  shall  be  grateful,  and 
shall  best  requite  it  by  avoiding  an  unreasonable 
claim  to  indulgence. 

Certain  extraneous  circumstances  have  been 
forced  into  the  debate  upon  this  bill,  to  which 
it  is  proper  I  should  give  a  passing  notice. — 
When  I  had  last  the  honor  of  addressing  the 
Committee,Jupon  a  preceding  clause  in  the  bill, 
it  was  my  misfortune,  surely  not  an  intentional 
fault,  to  have  excited  a  tone  of  reply  equally 
unexpected  and  unmerited.  Sir,  I  was  greatly 
misapprehended;  and,  so  far  as  the  animadver- 
sions of  gentlemen  may  reach,  I  shall  be  some- 
what injuriously  misrepresented.  It  may,  there- 
fore, be  pardoned  to  me,  if  I  first  attempt  to 
place  these  matters  in  a  proper  point  of  light. 
I  would  fain  stand  well  abroad,  but  I  would,  at 
present,  more  earnestly  desire  not  to  be  mis- 
understood in  this  House.  An  honorable  gentle- 
man,on  that  occasion,  whose  attention  I  had  nei- 
ther provoked  nor  coveted,  did  me  the  injustice 
to  charge  upon  me  two  or  three  panic  speeches, 
as  he  was  pleased  to  term  them,  on  the  subject 
of  the  bank  and  the  deposites.  The  charge  was 
alike  uncalled  for  and  unfounded.  It  did  not 
occur  to  me  as  worth  while ,  at  that  time,  to  re- 
pel the  offensive  insinuation  which  was  convey- 
ed in  the  remark;  but  now,  in  my  place,  I  take 
leave  to  say,  that,  in  a  period  of  eight  weeks  in 
which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  here,  I 
have  presented  but  a  single  memorial,  and  that 
from  my  immediate  constituents,  accompanied 
with  such  explanations  as,  within  the  rule,  were 
permitted  without  interruption  by  the  honora- 
ble Speaker.  I  have,  in  a  single  instance  only, 
addressed  myself  to  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee, occupying,  by  their  indulgence,  some 
fifteen  or  twenty  miniates  of  the  time  of  the 
House,  and  once  I  have  risen  in  my  place  to 
ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  in  permitting 
me  to  offer  a  resolution  for  information  from 
one  of  the  Departments,  which  indulgence  I 
was  not  so  happy  as  to  obtain.  Will  the  gen- 
tleman now  say  that  this  was  obtrusive?  Sir, 
my  offending  hath  this  extent — no  more. 

Another  honorable  gentleman,  on  the  same 
occasion,  saw  fit  to  rebuke  what  he  was  pleas- 
ed to  regard  as  an  attack  on  the  personal  cha- 
racter of  the  Postmaster  General.  This  inten- 
tion, on  my  part,  was  promptly  disclaimed. 
With  the  personal  character  of  that  high  offi- 
cer, 1  neither,  at  that  time,  nor  shall  I  now,  in- 
termeddle; but  as  I  may  have  occasion  now,  as 
then,  to  advert  to  the  Department  over  which 
he  presides,  and  shall  doubtless  again  speak 
with  some  degree  of  freedom  of  its  manage- 
ment and  condition,  I  should  hope  not  again  to 
be  misunderstood.  Whatever,  therefore,  of 
reference  shall  be  made  to  him,  will  have  res- 
pect to  his  official  conduct.  It  is  no  part  of  my 
design  to  render  the  Postmaster  General  per- 
sonally obnoxious  to  this  House,  or  to  this  na- 
tion.  In  the  unpropitious  circumstances  of  the 
t.mes,  I  see  nothing  of  encouragement  to  such 


no  hope  of  improvement  from  any  change 
which  is  likely  to  be  made.  In  the  character 
or  qualifications  of  those  most  frequently  named 
as  competitors  for  the  office,  there  is,  to  my 
mind,  little  of  preference  over  the  present  in- 
cumbent. On  this  subject  I  take  counsel  from 
the  homely  adage,  that  "in  looking  further  we 
may  fare  worse." 

Another  honorable  gentleman  thought  it  be- 
coming the  opportunity  to  object  to  my  senti- 
ments, that  they  were  in  accordance  with  that 
course  of  opposition  to   measures  of  supply, 
which,  in  a  former  period  in  the  history  of  the 
couutry,  characterized  my  predecessors  on  this 
floor,  and  my  constituents  at  home;  and  to  in- 
dulge in  taunts  and  sarcasms  on  the  habits  and 
manners  of  the  people  of  the  State.      I  did  not 
reply  to  these  remarks  then,  nor  shall  I  now, 
further  than  to  say,  that  neither  my  predeces- 
sors nor  my  constituents  would  feel  obliged  to 
me,  by  any  admission  of  an  occasion  for  their 
defence  against  an  attack  so  unmanly  and  illib- 
eral.    But  in  reference  to  the  allusion  made  by 
the  honorable  gentleman,  to  one  of  the  sources 
of  employment  and  subsistence  of  the  people  of 
Massachusetts,  I  beg  leave  to  say,  that  it  will  be 
received  by  them  as  cause,  least  of  all,  of  of- 
fence.   Let  me  assure  that  honorable  gentle- 
man, that  if  he   shall  ever  do   the  "Ancient 
Bay  State"  the  honor  of  a  visit,  the  proudest  of 
her  sons  will  rejoice  in  the  opportunity  to  take 
him  by  the  hand,  and,  conducting  him  to  the 
hall  of  her  House  of  Representatives ,  exhibit  to 
him  there,  conspicuously  displayed,  even  over 
the  chair  of  the  Speaker,  the  emblem  of  the  in- 
dustry, and  frugality,  and  enterprise,  of  her  cit- 
izens, in  the  ill-selected  object  of  his  wit — the 
image  of  a  Jish.     Mr.  Chairman,  the  people  of 
Massachusetts  are  not  ashamed  of  their  occupa- 
tions, or  their  manner  of  living.     They  are  as 
adventurous,  at  least,  as  they  are  economical. 
Their  fisheries  are  no  less  a  source  of  national 
wealth,  than  of  individual  benefit.     Does  the 
honorable  gentleman  needs   be  told,    that  her 
hardy  sons  have  vexed  every  sea  by  their  daring 
enterprise,   pursuing  with  line  and  lance  the 
tenants  of  the  deep,  from  the  Atlantic  shores  to 
the  Arctic  regions     Does  he   not  know,  that 
the  fisheries   of  Massachusetts  were  the  early 
nurseries  of  our  seamen,  those  gallant  men  who 
have  carried  your  flag  in  triumph  among  the 
nations,  and  made  the  very  name  of  America 
glorious?    Let  the  gentleman,  in  future,  then, 
spare  himself  such   gratuitous   allusions.     lie- 
flections  upon  sectional  occupations  are  always 
in  bad   tas.e  ;  and,  it  for  no  other  reason,  had 
better  never  be  indulged. 

This  much  I  have  thought  required  of  me ,  on 
this  first  opportunity  of  obtaining  the  floor  since 
I  was  so  severely  attacked,  in  reply  to  the  per- 
sonal remarks,  which,  in  no  sparing  measure, 
were  directed  tow  ards  me. 

I  now  move,  sir,  to  amend  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration, by  striking  out  the  clause  which  was 
last  read. 

That  clause  relates  to  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment and  is  in  the  following  words: 
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"For  additional  clerk  hire  for  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three,  thirty- 
one  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  thirty-one  dol- 
lars and  forty-four  cents. 

The  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  has  said,  that  those  who  are 
opposed  to  the  grant  of  an  appropriation  have 
the  burden  of  proof  upon  themselves.  Surely  the 
condition  of  the  minority  of  this  House  is  suffi- 
ciently onerous,  without  this  extraordinary  impo- 
sition. The  burden  of  proof  upon  the  objectors! 
It  would  seem  a  little  more  reasonable  that  those 
who  would  vote  the  supplies,  should  show  their 
occasion.  But,  if  this  be  not  so;  if,  indeed,  it 
were  otherwise,  it  might  surely  be  expected  that 
time  and  opportunity  should  be  allowed  to 
maintain  the  issue,  on  the  part  of  those  upon 
whom  the  otnis  is  so  singularly  and  unexpectedly 
cast.  Yet,  what  do  we  witness?  From  the  very 
moment  that  the  bill  was  introduced  into  this 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  a  manifestation  of  im- 
patience, on  the  part  of  majority,  to  get  it  through 
without  debate.  And  how  are  the  minority  trea- 
ted? Hardly,  sir;  I  will  not  say  oppressively  and 
unjustly;  but  hardly,  indeed.  Every  motion  to 
amend  has  been  considered  captious.  Delay  is 
deprecated.  The  word  is,  onward.  Upon  a  mo- 
tion to  rise,  an  ominous  voice  comes  up  from  the 
very  depths  of  this  Hall,  audible  throughout  the 
committee,  crying1,  "I  hope  not,  sir;"  and  an  al- 
most magical  response  is  given  to  the  aspiration, 
in  the  accordant  vote  of  the  majority.  An  obsti- 
nate and  unyielding  determination  is  manifested 
to  force  the  bill  into  the  House.  I  ask,  Mr. 
Chairman,  for  what  purpose  does  the  House  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole?  Is 
it  not,  that  there  may  be  the  most  free  and  full 
discussion  of  the  merits  of  every  provision  in  the 
bill;  that  here,  and  without  restraint  by  the  more 
formal  and  rigid  course  of  procedure  applicable 
to  the  House,  we  may  prepare  and  mature,  and,as 
far  as  may  be,  perfect  this  measure  of  legislation 
for  the  subsequent  sanction  of  the  House.  And 
how  has  this  been  proposed  to  be  done?  It  was 
the  astounding  declaration  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  but  yester- 
day, that  when  he  came  into  the  House  the  pre- 
ceding day,  it  was  his  fixed  determination  not  to 
leave  the  Hull  until  he  had  carried  the  bill  through, 
(taking  it  up  almost  from  its  very  beginning,) 
and  had  it  reported  to  the  House.  And  the  sub- 
sequent experience  which  we  suffered,  in  an  un- 
interupted  session  of  nine  hours,  was,  doubtless, 
in  execution  of  this  high-handed  predetermina- 
tion. 

Sir,  it  should  be  known  to  the  country,  and, 
as  far  as  my  voice  can  reach,  it  shall  be  made 
known,  that  on  a  measure  of  the  first  and  high- 
est importance  to  the  interests  of  this  nation, 
the  passage  of  an  Appropriation  Bill  authorizing 
the  disbursement  of  millions  of  the  public  mo- 
ney ,  and  embracing  provisions  which  involve 
principles  of  high  constitutional  moment,  as  of 
expediency  and  the  soundest  discretion,  it  was 
contemplated  to  preclude  discussion,  by  a  di- 
rect process  of  coercion  over  the  physical  pow- 
ers of  the  minority.     There  are,  indeed,  as  we 


have  seen,  more  modes  than  one  of  applying 
violence  in  the  business  of  legislation:  the  pre- 
vious question — laying  on  the  table — and  ex- 
hausted by  fatigue.  Abstinence,  also,  from 
food  and  sleep,  if  long  enough  continued,  will 
silence  speech.  Sir,  I  admonish  the  Chairman 
of  the  Commitee  of  Ways  and  Means  not  to  re- 
peat this  "experiment."  If  the  minority  must 
submit  to  it,  their  constituents  may  not.  Such 
a  course  of  procedure,  in  a  matter  of  personal 
concern,by  one  having  the  power  to  enforce  it, 
would  render  void  a  civil  contract.  It  is  noth- 
ing short  of  duress  and  of  imprisonment.  The 
bill  may  not  be  disposed  of  this  day,  perhaps 
not  even  this  week,  with  the  utmost  faithful- 
ness and  diligence.  There  are  grave  questions 
growing  out  of  its  proposed  appropriations, 
which  are  yet  to  be  deliberately  considered. 
The  clause  now  before  the  Committee;  the  ap- 
propriation to  Ministers  to  Foreign  Courts,  to 
which,  if  no  one  else  shall  offer  an  amendment, 
I  shall  feel  it  a  duty,  (deferring,  however,  to 
any  gentleman  who  will  move  it)  to  propose  a 
limitation  of  the  application  of  the  money  to 
the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  such  Ministers 
only  as  have  been,  or  may  be,  appointed  pur- 
suant to  the  Constitution,  by  the  nomination  of 
the  President,  with  the  confirmation  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States,  except  in  case  of  a  va- 
cancy, which  may  happen  during  the  recess  of 
that  body.  1  may  also  find  it  necessary,  as  I 
have  on  another  occasion  intimated,  to  offer  in 
the  proper  time  and  place,  an  amendment,  to 
secure  the  deposites  of  the  public  money,  for 
the  payment  of  these  appropriations,  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  Let  us  proceed, 
then ,  calmnly  and  dispassionately  in  the "  dis- 
charge of  our  duties.  On  all  these  subjects, 
there  may  be,  it  is  manifest  there  must  be,  dis- 
cussion more  or  less  extended.  Does  the  hon- 
orable Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  again  demand  of  me  whether  I  speak  for 
my  friends,  as  well  as  for  myself?  I  reply  in  the 
manner  of  my  respected  colleague,  (Mr.  Ad- 
ams,) to  whom  the  Chairman  made  the  singular 
proposition,  the  other  evening,  of  consenting 
that  the  Committee  should  rise,  upon  condition 
that  my  colleague  would  enter  into  recogni- 
zance for  the  good  behavior  of  his  friends  on 
the  coming  day.  It  was  a  proposition  only,  not 
a  "bargain.*'  It  would  have  been  the  latter, 
if  my  colleague  had  assented  to  it.  He  answer- 
ed however,  that  he  was  not  the  keeper  of  his 
friends.  Neither  was  I  authorized  to^  give 
pledges  for  others.  There  is  little  occasion  for 
concert  and  combination  between  those  who 
have  but  a  single  object  in  the  execution  of  a 
public  trust.  There  is  a  direct  and  obvious 
path,  in  which  intelligence  and  integrity  im- 
pel their  efforts  to  produce  the  same  result  in 
the  promotion  of  the  public  interests,  and  the 
protection  of  the  people's  rights. 

The  appropriation  proposed  in  the  clause  of 
the  bill  which  I  ask  to  have  stricken  out,  is  ob- 
jectionable on  two  grounds.  1st.  Because  the 
expense  it  is  intended  to  reimburse  to  the  Post 
Office  Department,  in  the  employment  of  extra 
clerks,  the  last  year,  was  unauthorized  by  law; 
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and  2.  Because,  it  was  wholly,  or  in  a  great  pro- 
portion, unnecessary. 

The  appropriation  bill  of  the  year  1833  made 
provision  for  the  pay  of  all  the  clerks,  whose  em- 
ployment had  been  previously  unauthorized  by 
Congress.  Upon  recurrence  to  that  bill,  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  sum  of  $41,100  was  appropria- 
ted for  the  payment  of  clerk  hire  in  the  Post  Of- 
fice department.  A  further  recurrence  to  the 
Treasury  estimate  of  that  year,  will  also  show 
that  the  compensation  to  all  the  officers  in  the 
Department  was  proposed  in  strict  conformity  to 
the  existing  provisions  of  law,  in  reference  to  the 
creation  of  their  respective  offices.  The  aggre- 
gate of  the  estimate  was  $  52,100.  Deduct  from 
this  amount  the  salary  of  $  6000  for  the  Post- 
master General,  and  $  5000  for  two  Assistant 
Postmasters  General,  and  the  remainder  is  the 
exact  sum  of  the  appropriation  for  clerks  by  the 
bill  of  1833,  viz:  $  41,100.  It  is  to  be  remarked, 
also,  that  the  estimate  makes  direct  reference  to 
the  acts  of  Congress  under  which,  at  different 
periods,  and  from  time  to  time,  as  the  increase  of 
business  in  the  department  required,  the  number 
of  clerks  were  authorized.  Thus,  "clerks  per 
act  of  20th  April,  1818;  clerks  per  act  of  26th 
May,  1824;  clerks  per  act  2d  March,  1827;  clerks 
per  act  of  24th  May,  1828."  Both  the  estimate 
and  the  appropriation  were  thus  restrained  by  re- 
lation to  the  several  acts  which  authorized  and 
limited  the  number  of  clerks  in  the  department. 
By  what  authority,  then,  does  the  Postmaster 
General  increase  this  number  two-fold,  and  aug- 
ment the  expense  of  clerk  hire  (by  an  extra 
charge  of  more  than  $  31,000,  now  sought  to  be 
provided  for  by  a  clause  in  the  present  bill,)  from 
$41,100  to  $73,831  44?  Will  Congress  per- 
mit, in  this  indirect  manner,  the  creation  of  new 
offices  upon  the  sole  responsibility,  and  in  the 
pleasure  alone,  of  the  chief  of  a  department?  By 
the  mere  will  of  the  Postmaster  General,  more 
clerkships  have  been  constituted  in  a  single  year, 
than  by  all  preceding  acts  of  legislation  on  the 
subject. 

Heretofore,  whenever  it  had  been  found  n& 
cessary  in  the  business  of  the  department  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  clerks,  Congress  was  call 
ed  upon  to  pass  a  law  for  the  purpose.  So  it 
was  in  1818,  1824, 1827,  and  1828.  But  not  so 
is  it  in  this  era  of  reform,  and  strict  construction 
of  delegated  powers.  The  Postmaster  General 
may,  at  one  sweep,  displace  old,  and  faithful, 
and  efficient  officers,  to  make  room  for  inexperi- 
enced, unprofitable,and  subservient  dependants; 
and  thus  create  an  occasion  for  twice-told  the 
legalized  number.  He  obtains  from  Congress 
an  appropriation  according  to  the  provisions  of 
law,  and,  increasing  the  expense  two-fold,  with- 
out consulting  Congress,  claims  to  be  indemni- 
fied by  a  grant  to  make  up  the  deficiency.  Of 
what  avail  is  legislation  upon  the  subject,  under 
the  practice  which  is  now  sought  to  be  sanction- 
ed by  this  committee  ?  Is  it  not,  in  truth,  a 
mockery,  that  laws  should  be  referred  to,  when 
the  restrictions  they  impose  are  utterly  disre- 
garded ?  The  very  .claim  of  the  department  is 
in  derision  of  the  authority  of  Congress.  We 
are  gravely  pointed  to  the  law  of  1818,  and  to 


subsequent  statutes,  as  the  foundation  for  the  es- 
timate of  appropriation  for  clerical  expenses  in 
the  office  of  the  Postmaster  General:  while 
nearly  one  half  the  aggregate  of  those  expenses 
rests  upon  no  estimate,  is  incurred  without  law, 
and  comes  only  to  the  knowledge  of  Congress 
in  the  shape  of  a  demand  for  its  reimbursement 

If  additional  clerks  were  wanted  in  the  de- 
partment, why  was  not  the  occasion  communi- 
cated to  Congress  ?  Was  it  less  necessary  in 
1833  to  seek  authority  for  the  appointment  of 
some  twenty  or  thirty  clerks,than  it  was  in  the  year 
1828,  for  instance,  to  obtain  that  authority  for 
the  appointment  of  five  ?  The  case  presents 
this  extraordinary  aspect ;  the  law  limits  the 
number  of  clerks ;  the  Postmaster  General,  the 
officer  of  law,  makes  the  number  illimitable. 
Congress  appropriates  a  sum  certain  for  the  pay- 
ment of  clerk  hire ;  the  Postmaster  General, 
without  regard  to  the  appropriation,  makes  the 
expense  uncertain,  by  an  indefinite  amount  of 
extra  services.  The  incident  becomes  greater 
than  the  principal  matter.  In  other  times,  and 
under  the  administration  of  the  same  depart- 
ment, by  different  men,  it  required  the  warrant 
of  law  to  create  a  single  clerkship  ;  now,  the 
discretion  or  the  pleasure  of  the  Postmaster 
General  may  constitute  them  by  fifties.  For- 
merly, an  appropriation  was  necessary  to  justi- 
fy an  expenditure ;  but  now,  charges  are  first  in- 
curred, and  appropriations  are  sure  to  follow. 
We  are  now,  even  here,  engaged  in  playing  the 
merest  farce.  Why  debate  an  appropriation 
bill  ?  Why  not  the  whole  number  of  clerks 
whom  the  Postmaster  General  shall  see  fit  to  ap- 
point, be  as  well  provided  for  without  a  specific 
grant  ?  If  he  may  incur  an  expense  exceeding 
31,000  dollars,  without  the  previous  authority  of 
Congress,  why  may  he  not  the  whole  sum  of  the 
charges  of  his  department?  It  seems  worse 
than  idle  specially  to  appropriate  41,100  dollars, 
and  leave  him  at  liberty  to  swell  the  tax  upon 
the  treasury  to  nearly  double  that  amount.  Is 
it  the  intention  of  gentlemen  in  this  House— of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  more  espe- 
cially— to  sanction  this  extraordinary  and  irres- 
ponsible exercise  of  patronage  and  power  ?  If 
so,  let  them  come  forward  and  boldly  avow  it, 
and  it  will  then  no  longer  be  matter  for  argu- 
ment. 

But  the  present  bill  makes  no  prospective  pro- 
vision for  compensation  for  clerk-hire  in  the  de- 
partment the  current  year,  beyond  the  amount 
appropriated  last  year.  Yet  we  are  told  that  the 
deficiency  for  that  year  was  more  then  $31,000, 
Will  less  clerical  service  be  required,  or  fewer 
clerks  employed  hereafter,  than  heretofore  ?  If 
otherwise,  wherefore  comes  it,  that,  with  the  ex- 
perience of  the  past,  an  adequate  sum  is  not 
proposed  for  the  future  ?  Why  make  an  appro- 
priation of  but  $41,100,  when  it  has  been  made 
apparent  that  $72,831,44  is  again  to  be  expend- 
ed ?  Is  it  to  conceal  from  this  House  and  the 
people  the  enormous  and  unmitigated  expenses 
of  a  prodigal  department  ?  Whatever  is  to  be 
the  cost,  let  it  be  fairly  understood,  not  covertly 
and  disingeniously  encourage  a  delusive  expec- 
tation, that  a  given  sum  will  suffice,  which  ex- 
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perience  has  already  shown  is,  by  almost  double 
the  amount,  to  be  exceeded.  As  a  striking  illus- 
tration of  the  unwarrantable  excess  of  expendi- 
ture, and  the  utter  disregard  of  the  authority  of 
law,  I  have  only  to  refer  to  that  authentic  record 
of  departmental  abominations,  "the  Blue  Book," 
so  called.  It  there  distinctly  appears,  that  there 
are  five  assistants  to  the  messengers,  when,  by 
law,  and  the  veiy  last  appropriation  bill,  provi- 
sion is  made  but  for  two  ;  and  in  the  same  unau- 
thorized manner,  though  somewhat  at  a  less  pro- 
portion, have  the  number  of  clerks  been  increas- 
ed. 

I  proceed   now  to  show,  that  the  expense  for 
extra  clerk-hire,  sought  to  be  reimbursed  to  the 
department  through  the  instrumentality  of  this 
bill,  was  altogether,  or  in  a  great  degree,  unne- 
cessary, and  uncalled  for,  by  any  corresponding 
ncrease  of  business.    I  say  reimbursed,  because 
it  is  not  to  pretended  that  the  clerks  are,  to  this 
moment,  without  compensation  for  their  services 
in  the  year  1833.  They  have  doubtless  long  since 
received  their  stipulated  wages.    The  Postmas- 
ter General,  from  those  ample  resources  of  a  re- 
venue of  two  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars  annu- 
ally, or  from  the  loans  he  has  negotiated  with 
the  banks,  his  over-drafts,  or  anticipations  of  the 
revenue  of  the  present  yer.r,   has  satisfied  the 
claims  of  these  pensioners  upon  his  official  liber- 
ality.   The  object,  I  repeat  it,  of  the  present  ap- 
propriation is  to  reimburse  the  department  the 
money  which  has  thus  been  advanced.    Let  no 
one  suppose  it  is  to  pay  the  faithful,   hard-labor- 
ing clerk.    The  advancement  has  been  made, 
and  when  the  Postmaster  General  shall  show  a 
justification  for  the  expenditure,  either  by  law, 
or  in  the  exigencies  of  his  office,  I  will  be  the 
last  to  oppose  its  being  refunded.  Mr.  Chairman, 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that,  in  relation  to  this  de- 
partment, the  minority  of  this  House,  upon  whom 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  would  cast  the  onus  probandi,  are  left  to 
grope  in  the  dark.     Whatever  may,be  the  know- 
ledge of  others,  all  information  is  denied  to  us. 
A  resolution,  which  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  offer  a 
few  days  since,  asking  only  for  a  communication 
of  facts  in  relation  to  the  number  of  clerks  in  the 
department,  their  assigned  and  appropriate  duties 
and  employments,  and  the  fund  from  which  they 
had  received  their  pay,  has  met  with  no  favor  in 
this  House.     I  say,  sir,  that  this  most  important 
information,  essential  to  an  intelligent  discussion 
of  the  subject  before  the  committee,  and  interest- 
ing to  the  whole  people,  is  withheld,  unreasona- 
bly withheld,  as  I  must  think,  from  us. 

In  the  absence  of  the  best  evidence,  there- 
fore, we  are  compelled  to  resort  to  secondary 
proof.  1  rely,  then,  in  support  of  the  position, 
that  the  number  of  clerks  in  the  Post  Office 
Department,  in  the  year  1833,  was  unnecessa- 
ry, upon  the  fact,  that  no  authority  was  asked 
by  the  department,  or  given  by  Congress,  for 
their  employment.  Upon  reference  to  the  ap- 
propriation  bill  for  that  year,  it  will  be  per- 
ceived that  there  was  a  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  extra  clerk  hire  in  the  preceding  years 
1831  and  1832.  But  neither  the  Treasury  es- 
timate, nor  the  appropriation  bill  for  1833,  fur- 
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nieh  the  slightest  suggestion  that  any  such  cause 
of  expense  was  to  continue.  The  estimate  for 
clerk  hire  in  the  department  in  the  latter  year 
was  but  41,100  dollars,  and  this  sum  was  all 
that  was  appropriated.  Let  the  honorable 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
in  his  ingenuity,  and  devoted  fidelity  to  the 
administration,  assign  a  reason  for  such  an  esti- 
mate andtappropriation,  if  it  had  been  anticipa- 
ted that  the  proposed  sum  was  to  be,  nearly  to 
an  equal  amount,  exceeded.  And  wherefore 
is  it,  if  so  great  a  number  of  clerks  had  become 
necessary,  Congress  was  not  called  upon,  eith- 
er by  a  committee  of  this  House,  or  by  the  de- 
partment itself,  as  had  always  before  been  the 
case,  whenever  occasion  rendered  it  proper  to 
pass  a  law,  authorizing  an  additional  number. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  quite  time  that  the  con- 
cerns of  this  department  were  more  strictly  in- 
quired into,  and  its  management  severely  scru- 
tinized. It  is  the  foulest  spot,  as  I  verily  be- 
lieve, in  an  unfaithful,  corrupt,  and  corrupting 
administration  of  the  Government.  It  is  the  au- 
gean  stable  which,  with  herculean  labor,  must 
be  cleansed  and  purified.  If  gentlemen,  to 
whom  is  assigned  the  unenviable  task  of  de- 
fending the  department,  will  not  afford  the  in- 
formation which,  doubtless,  themselves  possess 
in  relation  to  its  affairs,  they  must  not  complain 
even  should  there  be  some  misapprehension  in 
respect  to  the  manner  of  its  conduct.  Those 
who  are  less  fortunate  in  the  means  of  intelli- 
gence, must  proceed  with  such  lights  as  are  al- 
lowed to  them. 

It  appears,  then,  from  the  ' '  Blue  Book," 
that  no  less  than  ninety-two  persons,  including 
the  Postmaster  General,  two  Assistants,  a  Trea- 
surer, and  a  General  Agent,  are  employed  in 
the  department,  at  an  annual  charge  of  $88,- 
540.  Of  these,  seventy-five  are  clerks,  six 
messengers,  two  watchmen,  andjfour  agents. 
By  the  Register  of  Officers,for  the  year  of  1827, 
it  will  be  seen  that  there  were,  at  that  time, 
but  thirty-nine  persons  in  all  attached  to  the 
department,  at  an  annual  charge  of  $47,200 
Of  these,  thirty-three  were  clerks,  one  mes- 
senger, and  two  assistants.  In  the  year  1828, 
Congress  authorized  the  addition  of  five  more 
clerks;  and  these,  with  the  thirty-nine  persons 
before  mentioned,  are  the  whole  number,  it  is 
believed,  out  of  the  ninety-two  now  employed, 
which  are  warranted  by  law,  the  residue  hav- 
ing been  appointed  upon  the  sole,  uncontroll- 
ed, and,  as  it  now  seems  to  be  held  by  some 
gentlemen  on  this  floor,  irresponsible  and  un- 
limited discretion  and  pleasure  of  the  Head  of 
the  Department.  It  might  not  be  impertinent 
to  inquire,  before  passing  the  appropriation, 
how  this  tribe  of  subordinates  are  employed. 
In  the  days  of  the  predecessor  of  the  present 
Postmaster  General,  and  while  the  business  of 
the  office  was  undergoing  a  course  of  systema- 
tic arrangement,  and  the  facilities  to  commu- 
nication were  developing  and  being  greatly  ex- 
tended, that  distinguished  officer,  to  whom  the 
country  is  under  lasting  obligations  for  the  effi- 
ciency, punctuality,  and  certainty,  given  to 
I  mail  transportation,  was  content  with  the  nuro- 
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ber  of  clerks  assigned  to  his  department  by 
law.     This  number,  as  appears  by   the  regis- 
ter, never  exceeded  thirty-eight.  There  might 
have  been  some  excess  of  expense  for  extra 
service,  but,  if  so,  ic  was  casual  and  inconsi- 
derable.    "Whence   comes  it,  that  more  than 
twice  the  number  of  officers  are  now  found  ne- 
cessary? It  may  well  be  admitted  that  the  ope- 
rations of  the  Department  are  very  greatly  ex-j 
tended,  but,    with  the    preservation    of   me- 
thod and  orderly  arrangement,  this  need  not 
occasion  a  corresponding  increase  of  clerkships 
If  the  same  system  of  regulation  and  accounta- 
bility is  continued,  the  additional  labor  would, 
in  a  great  degree,  consist  in  causing  a  few 
more  entries  in  the  same  set  of  books,  filling  a 
few  more  blank  forms  of  proposals  and  con- 
tracts, and   following  out  more  extensively  a 
like  course  of  duties  conforming  to  the  enlarg- 
ed scope  of  similar  operations.    It  cannot  seri- 
ously be  pretended  that,  for  an  increase  of  dou- 
ble the  extent  of  former  post  routes,  and  num- 
ber of  post  offices,  an  addition  of  one-fourth  the 
number  of  clerks  could   have  been  required. 
Does  the  merchant,  who  adds  to  his  capital  in 
trade,  find  it  necessary  to  multiply,  in  the  same 
proportion,  the  clerks  in  his  counting  house? 
A  given  number  are  necessary  to  his  well  regu- 
lated order  of  business.     Each  has  his  assigned 
department  of  service,  and,   although  the  capi- 
tal may  be  increased  an  hundred  per  cent., 
there  may  be   but  1'utle  additional   labor  in  its 
management.  ^Before  the  committee  shall  a- 
gree  to  an  appropriation  of  more  than  70,000 
dollars  for  clerk  hire  only,  for  a  single  year, 


justice  to  the  intelligence,  capacity,  and  fidelity 
of  many  of  them.  Doubtless  there  are  those 
who  assiduously  and  meritoriously  devote  them- 
selves to  the  public  service.  But  I  maintain, 
that  so  great  a  number  are  unnecessary.  The 
honorable  member  from  Kentucky  (Mr. Hardin) 
told  us  yesterday,  that  one  of  these  public  ser- 
vants, at  $1600  per  annum,  was  a  practitioner 
at  law,  attending  the  courts  in  his  own  State; 
and  that  another,  at  $800  per  annum,  might  be 
seen  daily  in  this  House  in  the  character  of  a 
Reporter  for  the  Government  Official.  How 
many  more  have  similar  indulgences  cannot  be 
known,  until  the  House  shall  please  to  require 
more  accurate  information  of  their  duties  and 
employments.  A  clerkship  is  a  most  convenient 
place  in  which  to  retain  the  services  of  political 
partisans;  and  the  position  of  a  Post  Office  estab- 
lishment, in  the  command  of  the  great  channels 
of  communication,  the  best  suited  to  give  direc- 
tion and  effect  to  the  machinery  of  party  organ- 
ization and  arrangement. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  department 
should  furnish  an  additional  and  insuperable  ob- 
jection to  the  passage  of  this  appropriation.  It 
should  be  brought,  at  once,  to  the  necessity  of  a 
full  and  explicit  disclosure  of  its  situation  to  the 
representatives  of  the  people.  There  is  ground 
to  believe  that  its  pecuniary  affairs  are  in  a  de- 
ranged and  embarrassed  state,  beyond  a  reason- 
able hope,  that  they  can  ever  be  retrieved  by 
the  skill  or  good  fortune  of  those  to  whose 
management  they  are,  at  present,  committed. 
There  must  be,  sooner  or  later,  a  deep  and 
searching  operation,  an  overhauling  and  over- 


in  this  department,  let  them  be  advised  of  the  turning  of  the  doings  of  the  department.  It 
new  occasion,  since  1828,  which  has  given  rise  (needs  to  be  probed  to  the  bottom.  It  was  once 
to  one  half  this  expense.  How  were  all  these  a  prosperous  and  creditable  concern  to  the  na- 
officers  employed?  The  Chairman  of  the  Com-  tion;  conducted  with  order  and  method;  afford- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  may  be  presumed  to  »ig  all  desirable  facilities  to  communication; 
have  knowledge  on  that  subject,  or  the  resolu-  abstaining  from   associations  and  arrangements 


tion,  proposing  to  ask  for  information  from  the 
Postmaster  General,  would  not  have  been  re- 
fused. I  respectfully  put  it,  then,  to  the  Chair- 
man to  instruct  this  House,  what  are  the  as- 
signed, distinct,  and  appropriate  duties  of  the 
General  Agent,  the  Examiner,  and  clerks  of 
the  Examiner's  office,  Solicitor,  and  cle'ksof 
the  Solicitor's  office,  and  Clerks  of  appoint- 
ments. These  are  designations  of  officers  un- 
known to  the  law.  On  such  inquiry  as  I  have 
been  able  to  make  of  honorable  gentlemen  a- 
bout  me,  I  find  much  diversity  of  impression 
on  this  subject. 

The  respective  offices  of  these  clerks*  of  va- 
rious character,  seem  to  be  little  understood, 
and  are  often  confounded.  There  are  five  Soli 
cttors  and  six  Clerks  of  appointment.  What 
are  their  appropriate  duties?  Since  the  policy 
of  the  Government  has  proffered  so  liberally 
the  spoils  of  office  as  the  reward  of  victory,  it 
may  be  that  one  set  of  the  characteristic  denom- 
inations  find  sufficient  employment  in  canvass- 
ing the  pretentions  of  candidates  for  prefer- 
ment, while  the  others  are  equallv  well  occupied 
in  following  out  the  consequences  of  unsuitable 
appointments.  I  mean  no  reproach,  in  this,  to 
the  clerks  themselves.     I  am  quite  ready  to  do 


foreign  to  the  object  of  its  institution;  giving 
universal  satisfaction,  and  enjoying  unbounded 
confidence. 

Under  the  able  and  successful  administration 
of  the  predecessor  of  the  present  Postmaster 
General,  it  had  become  a  source  of  certain  and 
rapidly  increasing  revenue  to  the  State.  The 
last  annual  report  of  Judge  McLean,  in  1828, 
transmitted  by  the  President  to  Congress,  with 
the  documents  accompanying  his  message, 
states  the  amount  of  accumulated  surplus  to  the 
credit  of  the  Post  Office  Department  to  be 
$332,105  10.  In  the  report  of  the  present 
Postmaster  General,  the  following  year,  1829, 
after  giving  a  precise  and  critical  review  of  the 
financial  operations  of  the  department,  and 
particularly  adverting  to  the  balance  of  credit 
stated  by  his  predecessor,  he  reduces  the  a- 
mount,  by  subtractions  for  various  causes,  and 
places  the  true  and  actual  balance  on  the  1st  of 
July,  1829,  at  $230,849  07.  Here,  then,  is  a 
distinct  admission  that  the  nett  available  funds, 
after  he  came  into  office,  exceeded  the  sum  of 
$230,000.  Nor  is  this  all.  He  somewhat  boast- 
ingly  adds,  in  the  same  report,  that  "the  new- 
contracts  have  been  made ,  including  all  the  im- 
provements, for  $19, 195  38  less  than  the  sums 
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paid  under  the  expiring  contracts  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail,"  in  a  section  of  country 
to  which  he  refers;  and,  adds  that  *'the  advanta- 
geous terms  of  these  contracts  will  effect  a  sav- 
ing to  the  department,  of  about  25  per  cent,  in 
proportion  to  the  services  to  be  performed." — 
He  also  admits  that  "the  department  has  always 
been  sustained  by  its  own  resources,  and  that  no 
money,  at  any  time,  has  been  drawn  from  the 
treasury  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  but 
that  it  has  contributed  to  the  revenue  of  the 
Government." 

These  references  are  intended  to  prove  to  this 
committee,  beyond  all  controversy,  the  prospe- 
rous state  of  the  department,  when  the  present 
officer  entered  upon  its  administration.  Subse- 
quently, and  as  late  as  November,  1832,its  con- 
dition was  made  a  subject  of  congratulation  by 
the  President,  in  his  annual  message  to  Con- 
gress. «'From  the  accompanying  report  (says 
the  message)  of  the  Postmaster  General,you  will 
perceive  that  that  department  continues  to  ex- 
tend its  usefulness,  without  impairing  its  resour- 
ces, or  lessening  the  accommodation  which  it 
affords  in  the  secure  and  rapid  transportation  of 
the  mail." 

The  report  referred  to,  fully  sustains  the  mes- 
sage, and  contains  the  express  assurance  that, 
"with  all  the  increase  of  mail  facilities  during 
the  year,  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1832,  the  re- 
venues of  the  department  have,  within  an  incon- 
siderable sum,  equalled  its  expenses."  The  sur- 
plus available  fund,  although  somewhat  reduced, 
is  stated  at  $202,811  44.  There  is  also  to  be 
found,  in  that  report,  another  assurance  eminent- 
ly worthy  of  being  remembered  at  this  occasion, 
that  "  if  the  ratio  of  increase  in  the  nett  proceeds 
of  postages,  for  the  year  which  will  end  on  the 
30th  of  June,  1833,  shall  equal  that  of  1832,  it 
will  amount  to  the  sum  of  $  196,823  05  above 
that  of  the  last  year,  which  will  exceed  the  ad- 
ditional amount  required  for  transportation,  by 
more  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  provided 
no  further  improvements  shall  be  made,  without 
eati-nating  any  tiling  for  postages  which  may 
aria  i  on  new  routes."  Following  up  this  anti- 
cipation of  the  Postmaster  General,  it  will  be 
seen,  by  bis  report  for  1833,  that  the  increase  of 
the  nett  proceeds  of  the  postages  of  that  year 
over  the  year  1832,  instead  of  being  only  §196, 
823,  did,  in  fact,  amount  to  $  247,156  16.  This 
sum,  added  to  the  former  balance  of  $  202,81 1  40 
of  available  funds  in  his  hands,  according  to  his 
preceding  report,  put  at  his  disposal,  in  the  vear 
ending  on  the  30th  June,  1833,  $449,967  56 
more  money,  than  the  gi:atest  amount  of  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  department  in  any  preceding 
year.  The  gross  amount  of  the  postages  of  that 
year  is  given  in  the  report  at  $2,616,538  27. 
Yet  how  stands  the  account  at  the  end  of  the 
year?  In  the  very  words  of  the  report,  "  the 
Department  was  indebted,  on  the  1st  op 
Jolt,  1833,  beyond  the  amount  of  available 
ro.vds  due  to  it,  in  the  sum  of  $  195,208  10!" 

The  manner  in  which  the  Postmaster  General 
endeavored  to  get  rid  of  the  former  balance  of 
202,811  dollars  to  the  credit  of  the  last  year,  by 
the  discovery  that  it  had  been  absorbed  in  the 


expenses  of  the  department  previous  to  that 
time,  speaks  little  in  favor  of  that  system  of  strict 
accountability  which,  he  announced  in  his  first 
report,  he  had  introduced  into  the  department 
for  the  correction  of  the  "looseness  and  irre- 
sponsibility" which  had  before  been  permitted  to 
exist.  It  might  be  sufficient  to  answer,  that  so 
gross  an  error  in  the  statement  of  an  account, 
with  no  other  explanation  than  that  "  it  is  now 
ascertained,  that  the  expenses  incurred  for  tran- 
sportation which  had  actually  been  performed, 
prior  to  the  1st  of  July,  1832,  beyond  the  amount 
stated  in  that  report,  were  $  205,656  97,"  without 
showing  how  those  expenses  had  been  incurred, 
or  even  suggesting  the  manner  in  which  the  error 
was  committed,  evinces  great  ignorance  of  the 
real  condition  of  the  department,  or  want  of  fide* 
lity  in  the  management  of  its  affairs. 

For  the  purpose  of  the  present  argument,  how- 
ever, it  is  entirely  immaterial  whether  the  bal- 
ance was  exhausted  in  1833  or  in  the  preceding 
years.  Confessedly  it  existed  when  the  depart- 
ment came  into  his  hands.  Admitting,  then, 
the  correction  claimed  by  him  in  his  last  report, 
it  only  follows,  that,  between  the  30th  of  June, 
1829,  and  the  30th  June,  1832,  he  had  expended 
the  whole  of  the  surplus  balance,  which  he  re- 
ceived from  his  predecessor,  besides  the  vast  ac- 
cruing annual  revenues  of  the  department,  and 
had  created  a  debt,  on  the  last  mentioned  day, 
according  to  his  last  account,  of  $2,844  67, which, 
with  a  still  increasing  revenue,  he  had  augment- 
ed, on  the  30th  June,  1833,  to  $195,208  10  over 
and  above  all  the  available  funds  of  the  depart- 
ment. It  is,  moreover,  to  be  observed,  that,  in 
his  report  of  the  preceding  year,  he  had  given  a 
pledge,  that,  if  the  ratio  of  increase  in  the  nett 
proceeds  of  the  postages  should  continue  as  great 
as  the  previous  year,  it  would  exceed  the  addi- 
tional amount  required  for  transportation  by 
more  than  $100,000,  and  that,  in  point  of  fact, 
this  ratio  of  increase  was  $50,000  more  than  that 
of  the  former  year.  Yet  what  was  the  result}? 
the  expenditures  of  the  year  exceeded  the  re- 
ceipts by  about  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
Regarding  the  date  to  which  the  accounts  are 
made  up,  (the  30th  of  June,)  it  must  be  obvious 
that  the  amount  could  not  have  been  greatly  af- 
fected by  the  establishment  of  new  mail  routes 
at  the  intervening  session  of  Congress.  But 
even  this  is  not  the  worst  of  the  condition  of  the 
department. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  no  faith  in  the  accura- 
cy of  the  accounts,  as  they  are  last  stated,  I  have 
no  belief  that  the  department  itself  knows  the 
extent  of  its  own  indebtedness,  or,  knowing, 
dare  encounter  the  scrutiny  which  a  disclosure 
of  the  truth  would  inevitably  produce. 

Sir,  my  word  for  it,  the  deficit  is  not  merely 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars— it  is  now  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  MORE.  I  may  not  be  able 
to  show  precisely  how  much,  for  we  are  here 
without  the  means  of  proof.  But  let  this  House 
adopt  the  resolution  which  seeks  from  tb  e  de- 
partment information  on  the  subject;  grant  but 
the  subpoena;  and  there  will  be  full  and  ample 
testimony  to  the  truth.  In  the  want  of  that  evi- 
dence, which  I  repeat  is  withheld,  I  am  warran- 
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ed  by  representations  quite  satisfactory  to  my 
own  mind,  to  assume,  that  the  Department  is 
deeply  insolvent;  that  it  owes,  at  this  moment 

from  EIGHT  HUNDRED  THOUSAND    tO  a  MILLION  of 

dollars.  That  it  is  in  debt  to  banks  for  moneys 
borrowed  at  least,  three  hundred  and  twenty-Jive 
thousand  dollars — and  for  drafts  upon  credits  for 
deposites  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
— that  it  has  already,  to  some  extent,  anti- 
cipated the  revenue  from  post  offices,  the  cur- 
rent quarter;  and  is  largely  in  arrearages  to  mail 
contractors,  upon  contracts  executed,  or  continu- 
ing, where,  by  the  terms  of  the  contracts,  the  mo- 
ney has  become  payable,  to  its  own  great  dis- 
credit, and  the  dishonor  of  the  Nation? 

Sir,  the  honest  creditor  of  the  Government  is 
denied  or  delayed  his  dues.  If  he  asks  for  pay- 
ment, he  is  shown  a  list  of  forfeitures,  and,  by 
insisting  upon  his  money,  he  comes  to  under- 
stand that  he  may  provoke  a  set-off  in  fines,  or 
hazard  the  rescinding  of  his  contract  for  the 
non-fulfilment  of  its  severe  and  inexorable  ex- 
actions. There  is  derangement,  disappointment, 
and  vexation  through  all  the  operations  of  the 
department.  It  has  been  made  the  instrument 
of  political  advancement,  and  its  legitimate  pur- 
poses are  held  in  subserviency  to  this  unwar- 
rantable end.  Complaints  have  been  heard, 
loud  and  long,  from  every  quarter  of  the  land, 
of  its  irregularity  and  mismanagement.  It  has 
been  devoted  to  personal  as  well  as  party  ob- 
jects. Post  offices,  in  too  many  instances,  have 
been  unnecessarily  established,  and  even  the 
course  of  the  mail  made  devious  and  sinuous  in 
reference  to  post  office  appointments.  Faithful 
and  acceptable  post  masters  have  been  removed 
from  office  for  opinions'  sake,  and  Executive 
sycophants  and  demagogueing  partisans  re- 
warded with  their  places. 

I  say  these  things  in  no  willingness  to  find 
fault.  I  would  do  no  injustice  to  the  Postmaster 
General.  He  may,  to  a  great  degree,  have  been 
influenced  by  misrepresentations,  and  suffer 
wrong  from  the  abused  confidence  which, 
weakly,  or  inconsiderately,  he  has  reposed  in 
others.  Yet  he  is  the  responsible  head  of  this 
highly  important  department  of  the  Government 
and  for  much,  very  much,  of  the  present  em- 
barrassment, he  is  most  justly  to  be  held  ac- 
countable to  Congress  and  before  the  people. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  rising  to  address  the  Com- 
mittee, it  was  not  my  purpose  to  become  the 
accuser  of  the  Postmaster  General.  This,  to 
me,  would  be  an  unaccustomed  and  a  thankless 
office.  Nor  was  it  with  a  vain  ambition  to  be 
heard  on  this  floor.  In  competition  with  the 
many  experienced  and  gifted  men  of  this  House, 
I  can  have  nothing  to  bope  for  distinction  here, 
and  elsewhere  my  public  course  has  been  ac- 
complished. This  bill  seemed  to  me  to  present 
important  topics  for  discussion.  The  appropri- 
ations it  proposes,  involve  the  applications  of 
some  of  the  most  essential  principles  of  Repub- 
lican Government.  To  these,  rather  than  to 
sums  of  money,  it  will,  at  all  times,  behoove  the 
faithful  Representative  to  give  his  earnest  atten- 
tion.    Seeing  those  with  whom  I  accord  in  sen 


ried  with  unceasing  efforts,  pressed  by  the  votes 
of  an  unyielding  majority,  and  almost  disheart- 
ened by  the  conviction  that  further  resistance  or 
remonstrance  would  be  alike  unavailing,  I  felt 
impelled  to  proffer  my  humble  aid  to  their  re- 
lief. It  was  no  less  an  obligation  imposed  upon 
me  by  the  position,  which,  on  a  former  occa- 
sion ,  I  had  assumed.  I  have  moved  the  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  in  sincerity,  and  from  a  deep 
conviction,  under  the  circumstances  to  which  I 
have  adverted,  of  the  impropriety  of  making 
the  appropriation  which  it  proposes.  However 
the  question  shall  now  be  disposed  of,  there  will 
remain  to  me  the  consciousness,  that,  in  what- 
ever I  have  said,  I  have  intended  nothing  more 
than  to  discharge  my  duty,  as  I  humbly  trust  I 
ever  shall  do,  here  and  elsewhere,  faithfully 
and  fearlessly; 

Mr.  POPE  vindicated  the  character  of  Mr. 
Barry  from  every  imputation  of  neglect  of  offi- 
cial duty. 

Mr.  REED,  of  Mass.,  said  he  must  express 
disapprobation  of  the  present  mode  of  adminis- 
tering the  affairs  of  the  Post  Office  Department. 
He  considered  the  Postmaster  General  unfit  to 
manage  it.  There  was  no  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment that  more  loudly  called  for  revision. 

Mr.  PARKER,  ef  New  Jersey,  contended 
that  by  long  established  usage,  the  Government 
was  authorized  to  employ  extra  clerks  for  the 
performance  of  extra  and  urgent  services. 

Mr.  EVANS  hoped  the  motion  to  strike  out 
would  prevail;  and  further,  that  members  of  this 
House  would  be  suffered  to  give  their  opinion 
upon  the  conduct  of  public  officers  as  to  public 
affairs,  wjthout  being  accused  of  personal  at- 
tacks. Waslt  not  admitted  that  the  department 
of  the  Post  Office  wss  in  a  deranged  condition? 
Did  not  the  Postmaster  General  himself  admit  it 
in  his  report?  That  officer  had  been  excused 
by  some  on  the  ground  that  facts  had  been  rep- 
resented to  him.  He  ( Mr.  E.)  could  point  out 
some  instances  in  which  this  was  not  the  case. 
Mr.  E.  then  adduced  the  cases  to  which  he  al- 
luded, and  concluded  by  pointing  out  the  mat- 
ters as  to  which  there  was  mismanagement  in 
the  Post  Office  Department. 

Mr.  POLK  replied,  contending  that  whatever 
might  be  the  objections  as  to  extra  clerk  hire, 
such  had  ever  been  the  case;  and  that  Congress 
was  to  blame  in  not  providing  by  law  an  efficient 
force  for  that  department. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  WARD- 
WELL,  EVERETT,  of  Vt.  and  Mr.  CONNOR. 

Mr.  CHDLTON  said,  that  he  had  so  often 
heard  of  late,  the  cry  on  this  floor,  that  the 
public  money  is  wasted  in  useless  debate — that 
he  felt  it  due  to  himself,  his  country,  and  his 
friends,  to  submit  a  remark  on  that  subject,  in 
order  that  the  public  mind  might  not  be  impos- 
ed on.  This  session  had  been  pecuharly  fa- 
mous for  sending  forth  such  stuff — for  he  could 
call  it  nothing  else;  and  no  attentive  observer 
could  be  ignorant  of  the  effect  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  produce. 

Gentlemen  charge  us,  said  Mr.  Chilton,  with 
a  consumption  of  time.     Why  do  they  not  tell 


timent,  on  these  most  interesting  subjects,  wea-  the  country,  at  the  same  time,  the  reasons  why 
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we  now  and  then  venture  to  raise  our  voices 
here ?  Why  not  tell  them  th«t  we  are  reluc- 
tant to  witness  the  expiring  agonies  of  a  glori- 
ous, yet  a  bleeding  Constitution?  Why  not  tell 
them,  that  we  cannot  sit  in  silence,  unpitying 
and  unmoved,  while  we  hear  the  groans  of  a 
suffering  country  ?  Why  not  tell  them,  that, 
after  we  have  been  compelled  to  witness,  as  we 
bel  eve,  the  lawless  deforcement  of  what  little 
treasure  the  people  had,  from  the  safe  custody 
in  which  they  had  placed  it,  we  are  now  unwil- 
ling, in  silence,  to  see  the  foundation  laid  for  a 
system  of  extravagance,  which,  unsatisfied  by 
what  has  been  already  taken,  will  reach  forth 
and  seize  on  what  little  they  have  left?  Sir,  if 
gentlemen  clamor  to  the  country  against  us, 
because  we  resist  all  these  things,  we  shall  hear, 
in  the  response  of  that  country,  plaudits  on 
ourselves,  and  condemnation  on  our  accus- 
ers. 

It  is  a  pretty — a  syren  song,  to  sing  to  the 
people:  "These men  waste  your  money  in  mak- 
ing speeches!! ■!'*  How  much  of  the  public 
money  has  been  wasted  by  the  removal  of  the 
deposites?  How  much  of  the  value  of  private 
property'  How  much  of  the  peace  and  gener- 
al prosperity  of  the  country,  both  public  and 
private?  Sr.figures  cannot  estimate  the  amount. 
Human  language  cannot  adequately  represent 
it.  Yet  close  debate- -seal  our  lips  in  silence, 
in  view  of  all  this;  and  how  far  it  might  ad- 
vance the  cause  of  despotism,  I  will  not  pretend 
to  say. 

On  the  subject  of  the  amendment,  I  will  say 
only  a  few  words.  In  1828,  under  a  much 
abus-d  administration  of  this  Government,  the 
R  trenchment  Committee  examined  the  Post- 
Ofhce  Department,  among  the  rest.  I  would 
to  God,  that  the  same  flattering  account  could 
now  be  given  of  the  condition  of  that  depart- 
ment, under  the  administration,  as  it  is,  of  a 
gentleman  from  my  own  State,  which  was  given 
then.  The  Retrenchment  Committee  used  the 
following  language : 

'•The  committee  would  beg  leave  to  refer 
to  the  letter  of  the  Chief  of  the  Department, 
marked  No.  6,  by  which  it  will  appear  that  the 
efficiency  ot  this  branch  of  the  public  service 
is  in  a  condition  highly  improved,  and  improv 
i  ig;  that,  whilst  the  sphere  of  its  usefulness  is 
immensely  augmented,  its  revenue  is  going  on 
in  a  corresponding  ratio  of  productiveness.— 


Under  its  present  able  administration,  it  has 
been  brought  up,  from  an  annual  charge  to  the 
Government  of  upwards  of  $58,000,  tojield, 
in  1827,  a  nett  profit  of  $100,312,  with  an  ex- 
tension of  post  rou:es  and  post  offices,  so  much 
increased  and  increasing,  that  your  committee 
concur  in  opinion,  with  the  He»d  of  this  De- 
partment, that  Congress  must  expec  rather  a 
gradual  augmentation  of  the  eWka  and  officers 
in  it,  than  that  they  ghould  be  diminished:  a 
fact  for  which  the  public  will,  however,  have 
ample  compensation  in  the  extended  usefulness 
and  augmenting  profits  of  a  branch  of  our  pub- 
lic establishments  which  subserves  so  many 
purposes  of  commercial  communication,  politi- 
cal intelligence,    and  social  intercourse." 

You  here  perceive  that,  though  the  facilities 
of  the  Department  were  multiplied  and  in- 
creased, yet  it  was  so  managed,  that  its  revenue 
increased  still  more  rapidly.  1  nstead  of  a  charge 
against  the  Government,  to  the  amount  of 
58,000 dollars,  which  it  hid  been,  it  was  con- 
verted into  a  source  of  revenue,  to  the  amount 
of  100,000  dollars.  But  alas!  how  now?  The 
Department,  by  its  own  showing,  has  borrowed 
at  a  per  centage,  and  without  law,  400,000  dol. 
lars;  and  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
admits,  I  think,  170,000  dollars  beside;  and 
how  much  more  it  owes,  no  one  can  tell.  In 
the  same  time,  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
clerks  and  other  officers ,  involving  an  expense 
of  about  50,000;  as  the  number  in  1828,  when 
Mr.  McLean  left,  was,  if  I  mistake  not,  (the 
list  has  been  handed  me  by  a  member,)  38  $ 
while  it  is  now  perhaps  about  92.  Sir,  if  the 
country  say  this  is  ri^ht,  it  would  be  time  for 
us  to  debate  no  more.  I  hope  the  amendment 
will  prevail,  or  that  some  other  method  will  be 
adopted  to  cure  the  evil. 

If  any  consideration,  other  than  duty, 
could  influence  me,  I  have,  Mr.  Chairman,  ev- 
ery inducement  to  be  silent  on  this  subject 
Postmaster-General  Barry  is  from  my  native 
State,  Kentucky;  a  State,  sir,  <ho  name  and  re- 
collection of  whicb  is  so  dear  to  me,  that  I  am, 
perhaps,  too  apt,  on  that  account,  to  cast  a  thick 
veil  of  charity  and  forgiveness  over  even  the 
frailties  of  its  citizens,  wherever  I  meet  them. 
On  this  occasion,  duty  has  demanded,  and  I 
have  obeyed. 

Mr.  HARDIN  admitted   the   talents  of  the 
Postmaster- General,    but   observed   that   thoy 
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were  riot  of  such  a  nature  as  to  fit  him  for  his 
present  office. 

Mr.  CONNOR  wished  to  make  one  or  two 
remarks  in  addition  lo  the  letter  that  had  been 
read,  from  the  Postmaster-General,  in  relation 
to  extra  clerk  hire,  which  it  was  found  necessa- 
sary  to  employ  from  time  to  time;  and  in  reply 
to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Harbin) 
he  begged  to  say,  for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years 
the  department  had  been  growing,  and  for  the  last 
five  years,  rapidly,  In  1829,  the  aggregate 
amount  of  receipts  were  about  $1,700,000;  the 
last  year  about  $2,600,000;  and  this  is  not  all. 
The  department  performs  services  to  the  Go- 
vernment to  the  amount  of  near  $700,000,  for 
which  they  receive  nothing.  Additional  labor  is 
necessarily  required,  as  the  business  increases 
in  the  departmen  ;  and,  in  confirmation  of  that 
opinion,  Mr.  C.  begged  leave  to  read  an  extract 
from  a  letter  from  Judge  McLean,  the  late  Post- 
master-General, to  Mr.  Barry,  on  leaving  that 
office.  His  authority  would  not,  nor  ought  not, 
to  be  questioned  here  or  elsewhere.  His  ex- 
cellence as  an  officer  was  admitetd  and  known 
to  all. 

He  (Judge  McLean)  says  :  "The  increase  of 
business  is  such  in  this  department,  that  any 
number  of  clerks  which  is  sufficient  at  this  time, 
will  not  be  able  to  perform  the  labor  six  months 
hence.  I  have,  therefore,  been  constantly  in 
the  practice  of  employing  the  necessary  force, 
and  trusting  to  Congress  for  the  necessary  ap- 
propriations." And  this,  Mr.  Connor  said, 
must  necessarily  be  the  case.  The  last  year  an 
appropriation  was  made  for  extra  clerk-hire,  and 
has  been  frequently  made  for  the  last  fifteen 
years;  and  cannot  be  otherwise,  whilst  the  de- 
partment continues  thus  to  increase.  You  have 
provided  by  law  for  38  clerks  only,  and,  if  the 
department  were  confined  to  this  number  alone, 
and  not  allowed  to  employ  extra  labor,  one- 
third  of  the  business  of  the  department  would, 
and  must  of  necessity,  be  left  unattended  to. 
All  know  the  frequent  calls  made  on  that  de- 
partment by  Congress;  Mr.  C.  would  not  say 
for  the  purpose  of  harassing  the  officers  of  it. — 
At  one  time,  in  answering  a  call  made  by  the 
Senate,  the  whole  force  of  the  department  was 
required ;  and  had  they  not  employed  extra 
clerks,  the  regular  business  of  the  department 
must,  in  a  measure,  have  been  suspended.  Such 
was  the  increase  in  this  department,  that  no  one 
could  say,  this  year,  certainly,  what  increase  of 
labor  might  be  necessary  the  next  year.  It  was 
confidently  believed,  that  the  receipts  into  the 
department  this  vear  would  exceed  those  of  the 
Lst  by  from  $175,000  to  $180,000.  Mr.  C. 
would  also  answer  the  inquiry  of  a  gentleman 
as  to  what  are  the  duties  of  the  agent  > 

They   are     (said  he,)  to  attend  to  and  de- 

if  possible,  depredations  that  may  be  com- 

•p  the  mail.     Where  difficulties  and  de- 

"*  'he  transportation  of  the  mail  oc- 

jpatched  to  ascertain  and  report  the 

when  here,  and   not  employed  in 


States  attending  to  tVie  mails.  He  is  a  confiden 
tial  agent.  And  such  an  officer,  at  times,  has 
been  employed,  from  the  creation  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  is  absolutely  necessary.  In  the  pre- 
ceding administration  of  the  department,  such 
an  officer  was  employed,  and  so  under  the  pre- 
sent. Mr.  C.  knew  no  particular  reason  for  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Loughborough  to  this  office, 
except  the  confidence  the  Postmaster-General 
in  his  talents  and  qualifications.  He  was 
an  able  and  efficient  officer.  His  once  having 
been  the  partner  of  the  Postmaster-General  in 
the  practice  of  the  law,  Mr.  C.  knew  nothing 
about , but  that  ought  certainly  not  to  be  an  objec- 
tion to  him. 

The  question  being  put,  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  item  was  negatived  without  a  count. 

Mr.  REED  moved  for  the  rising  of  the  com- 
mittee, which  was  negatived,  77  to  69. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  moved  to  reduce  the  item  from 
31,700  dollars  to  17,000  dollars. 

The  motion  was  negatived:  ayes  53,  nays  85. 
Mr.  EWING,  and  Mr.  HANNEGAN  made 
a  few  remarks. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POLK,  the  following  item 
was  stricken  out: 

"  For  additional  clerk  hire,  in  order  to  bring 
up  the  arrears,  and  transcribing  the  field  notes  of 
said  office,  for  the  purpose  of  having  them  pre- 
served at  the  seat  of  Government,  three  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars." 

The  committee  then  rose,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
WILLIAMS. 

The  SPEAKER  resumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  HUBBARD  reported  that  the  committee 
had ,  according  to  order,  had  the  state  of  the 
Union,  generally,  under  consideration ,  parti- 
cularly the  bill  (No.  283)  making  appropria- 
tions t'orthe  Civil  and  Diplomatic  expenses  of 
Government  for  the  year  1834;  and  had  come 
to  no  resolution  thereon. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  April  26,  1834. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHN  Q.  ADAMS, 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  inhabitants  of 
Wareham,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  pre- 
sented January  3,  1832,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

The  House,  by  consent,  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  reselution  moved  by  Mr. 
Wardwell,  on  the  10th  instant,  respecting 
the  Delaware  breakwater;  and  the  said  resolu- 
tion being  again  read,  was  agreed  to. 

The  House,  by  consen',  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution  moved  by  Mr. 
Keed,  yesterday,  in  relation  to  armed  national 
ships  in  the  revolutionary  war;  and  the  said  re- 
solution being  again  read,  was  agreed  to. 

The  House,  by  consent,  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Stew- 
art, on  the  17th  instant,   to  print  three  thou. 


sand  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 

Roads  and  Canals,  on  the  subject  of  the  Chesa- 

^Gene^ft     ^  ,u      ^    Peake  and  Ohio  Canal;  when  the  said  motion 

uer-Ueneral,  and  performs  any  other  ser-   wag  agreej  t0 

quired  of  him.    ^  is  now  in  one  of  tfcc  |     Th|  House't  by  oonMnt,  proceeded  to  the 
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consideration  of  the  resolution  moved  by  Mr. 
Br att,  on  the  10th  instant;  when  Mr.  B.  mo- 
dified his  said  resolution  to  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  in- 
structed  to  send  an  Engineer,  to  extend  the 
examination  of  the  Cumberland  river,  from 
Nashville  up  to  the  Falls,  or  to  the  highest 
point  on  said  river,  susceptible  of  being  made 
navigable  for  steamboats;  and  that  he  report  to 
the  next  session  ofCongrcs  the  result  of  his 
examination,  as  to  the  practicability  and  utility 
of  improving  the  navigation  of  said  river,  and 
the  advantages,  in  his  opinion,  that  would  re- 
sult to  the  citizens  of  the  States  of  Tennessee 
and  Kentucky,  and  to  the  community,  gene- 
rally, by  the  improvement  aforesaid. 

As  thus  modified,  the  question  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  CH1NN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the 
resolution  from  the  Senate,  (No.  5;)  "to  pro- 
vide for  watering  the  Pennsylvania  Avenue," 
repoated  the  same  without    amendment;  when 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr  J.d.ADAMS,that 
the  rule  setting  aside  Saturday  in  each  week  for 
the  consideration  of  private  business,  be  suspend- 
ed, and  that  the  House  do  proceed  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  said  resolution. 

And  on  the  question,  shall  the  said  rule  be 
suspended,  for  the  purpose   aforesaid — 

There  appeared  yeas  85 — nays  54. 

Two-thirds  of  the  members  not  voting  in  the 
affirmative,  the  question  was  lost. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  BOON,  that  the 
rule  prescribing  the  order  of  business  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  do  now  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  moved  by 
him  on  the  10th  instant,  fixing  a  time  for  the  ad- 
journment of  the  present  session  of  Congress. 

And  on  the  question,  shall  the  said  rule  be 
suspended,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid? 

There  appeared  yeas  91 — nays  54- 

Two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the 
motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  EDWARD  D.  WHITE,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  14th  inst.,  on  the  memo- 
rial of  Benjamin  Philips,  made  a  report  thereon, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  (No.  452)  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  make  improvements  on 
the  steam  engine;  which  bill  was  read  the  first 
and  second  times  and  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  State  of  the 
Union. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  motion  pending  on  the  19th  instant, 
that  the  House  do  reconsider  the  vote  on  the 
question,  that  the  bill  (No.  190)  for  the  relief  of 
David  KilLourn,  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

And  the  question  being  put — will  the  House 
reconsider  the  said  vote? 

It  passed  in  the  iffirmative — and  it  was  then 

Ordered,  T'>at  the  further  consideration  of 
the  said  bill  be  postponed  until  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  next 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  POLK  that  the 
rule  sitting  on  Saturday  for  private  business  in 
each  week  be  suspended,  and  that   the  House 


do  proceed  in  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  (  No.  283)  making  appropriations  for  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  Government  for 
the  year  1834;  which  motion  was  disagreed  to 
by  the  House,  two  thirds  not  voting  for  it. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  (No.  439,)  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
Armstrong  Baily;  when  it  was 

Ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time 
on  Monday  next. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  (No.  132)  for 
the  relief  of  Edmund  Brooke  was  postponed 
until  Friday  next. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  (No.  50) 
for  the  relief  of  Susan  Decatur  and  others,  and 
on  the  bill  (No.  183)  for  the  relief  of  Margaret 
C.Meade,  administratrix  of  R.  W.  Meade,  de- 
ceased; and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Connor  re- 
ported the  bill  (No  50)  with  an  amendment, 
and  asked  leave  for  the  committee  to  set  again 
on  the  bill  (No.  183  ) 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  have  leave  to  sit  again  on  the  bill  (No. 
183)  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  C  Meade,  ad- 
ministratrix of  Richard  W.  Meade. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  until  Monday- 


SENATE. 
Mondat  April  28,  1834. 

A  message  on  executive  business  was  received 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States  by  Mr. 
Donelson,  his  Secretary. 

Mr.  TYLER  presented  the  memorial  and  re- 
solutions of  the  young  men  of  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond, Va.  opposed  to  the  Executive  usurpations, 
both  in  doctrine  and  in  practice. 

Mr.  Tylek  accompanied  the  memorial  with  a 
very  few  remarks,  which  the  noise  prevented  ua 
from  hearing. 

The  memorial  was  read,  referred,  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LEflarH  presented  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  the  county  of  Dorcester,  Va.  opposed  to 
the  usurpations  of  the  Executive,  declaring  the 
removal  of  the  deposites  arbitrary  and  unjust, 
and  a  breach  of  the  public  faith,  as  well  as  dis- 
astrous to  the  country;  representing  their  agri- 
cultuial  products,  as  reduced  to  a  price  nearly 
nominal,  and  praying  that  the  public  money 
might  be  restored  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

The  memorial  was  read,  referred,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr  CHAMBERS,  George  W. 
Howard  had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petitions  and 
papers. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Ala., presented  a  petition  in  ba- 
half  of  an  orphan  child,  name  unheard,  residing 
among  the  Choctaw  Indians  ;  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  SILSBEE  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Ames,  of  Mass.,  praying  for  the  renewal  of  a  pa- 
tent ;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  presented  the  memorial  of 
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Beveral  citizens  of  New  York,  praying  that  the 
excess  of  duty  which  ttay  had  paid  under  the 
act  of  1S33,  might  be  refunded  to  them;  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WAGGAMAN  presented  the  petition  of 
Daniel  Frederick,  (as  we  understood  him)  and 
others,  of  Louisiana;  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  that  another  voice, 
and  that  not  a  faint  or  feeble  one,  had  reached 
the  Seriate  from  the  interior  of  the  State  of 
New  York.  More  than  six  thousand  of  the 
freemen  of  the  city  of  Utica,  and  the  county  of 
Oneida,  have  put  their  names  to  a  memorial, 
which  they  have  done  me  the  honor  to  request 
me  to  present.  At  a  season  of  the  ye<r  when 
the  roads,  in  that  rich  soil,  are  deep,  and  al- 
most impassable;  and  when  the  business  of  the 
opening  year  natutally  engrosses  the  attention 
of  farmers,  so  great  a  number  as  six  thousand 
citizens  have  y<  t  come  forward,  to  make  known 
to  Congress  their  sentiments,  and  their  suffer- 
ings. Their  memorial  is  short}  for  they  think 
but  few  words  necessary,  either  to  set  forth  the 
condition  of  their  part  of  the  country,  or  to 
point  out  the  caures  which  have  produced  that 
condition.  They  say  that  the  people  are  dis- 
tressed and  alarmed;  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
try deranged;  the  local  banks  compelled  to 
withhold  their  mual  loans;  public  and  commer- 
cial confidence  not  only  shaken,  but  almost  de- 
stroyed; commerce  languishing,  and  merchants 
failing;  many  manufactories  ceasing  their  ope- 
rations, and  those  who  have  been  employed  in 
them  deprived  of  the  means  of  subsistence;  ag- 
ricultural products  much  reduced  in  price,  and 
finding  any  sale  with  difficulty,  and  mechanics 
deprived  of  employment.  This,  sir,  is  their 
Statement  of  the  ficts. 

As  to  the  clause,  they  see  but  one,  the  remo- 
val of  the  deposites,  and  the  control  over  the 
public  treasures  assumed  by  the  Executive. 

Mr.  President,  are  these  and  similar  state- 
ments true,  or  are  they  not?  Does  this  distress 
exist  in  the  country,  or  does  it  not?  Thou- 
sands allege  that  it  does  exist,  and  if  it  do  not, 
why  do  nut  ethers  come  forth  to  deny  it?  And 
if  it  do  exist,  how  long  is  it  expected  the  peo- 
ple will  be  willing  to  bear  it? 

Sir,  I  have  the  pleasure  or  knowing  some  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Oneida  county,  and  especially 
of  the  city  of  Utica;  and  1  bear  my  testimony 
most  cheerfully  aid  cordially  to  their  general 
Intelligence  and  respectability.  1  believe  the 
character  of  the  people  of  the  whole  county,  to 
be  interior  to  that  of  none  other.  They  have 
not  taken  the  pains  of  presenting  to  (Jongrtss 
a  memorial  *o  numerously  signed,  from  any  im- 
proper motive,  or  for  any  groundless  cause. 
The  evils  which  they  state,  tney  feel;  and  they 
state  them,  in  order  that  Congress  may  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  afford  the  proper  redress.  It  is 
not  party  upirit,  it  is  not  clamor,  it  is  not  fac- 
tion, that  brings  the  farmers,  the  manufacturers, 
and  the  merchants,  of  the  county  of  Oneida  be- 
fore the  Senate.  On  the  contrary,  they  are 
brought  hither  by  a  deep  sense  of  injury, 
grievous  for  the  present,  and  threatening  to  be 


more  grievous,  to  their  pursuits,  their  employ- 
ments, and  their  property  ;  and  by  an  impulse 
of  patriotism,  which  induces  them  to  join  their 
own  voices  to  the  voices  of  others,  in  calling  on 
Congress  to  maintain  the  authority  of  the  laws 
over  the  public  treasures.  The  county  of  Onei- 
da is,  I  believe,  the  largest  in  the  State,  except 
the  county  of  the  city  of  New  York.  It  is  in 
the  very  heart  of  the  State.  It  is  largely  inter- 
ested in  manufactures,  both  of  woollen  and 
cotton;  which  were  in  active  operation,  until 
the  Executive  began  its  experiment;  and,  as  the 
experiment  has  gone  on,  one  of  these  estab- 
lishments after  another  has  stopped. 

For  the  close  union  of  agricultural  richness 
and  beauty  with  manufacturing  industry,  I  have 
never  seen  any  thing  equal  to  the  vale  of  the 
Sauquate.  Under  the  eye  for  many  miles,  in 
its  meanderings,  its  banks  green  to  the  water's 
edge,  by  handsome  cultivation ,  and  scarcely  a 
pound  weight  of  its  water  but  what  has  its  use, 
on  every  fall  or  ripple,  in  some  manufacturing 
purpose,  it  presents  a  most  beavitiful  view  of 
fine  scenery,  rich  natural  products,  and  varied 
human  employments.  I  believe,  sir,  that  the 
merchants  of  Utica,  many  of  whose  names  are 
attached  to  this  memorial,  are  distinguished  for 
intelligence,  liberality,  enterprise,  and  public 
spirit.  They  desire  nothing  from  Government 
but  good  laws,  well  administered,  and  they 
think  they  have  a  right  to  expect  that  their 
interests  shall  not  be  sacrificed,  or  their  custo- 
mary pursuits  broken  up,  for  the  mere  purpose 
of  introducing  wild  theories  and  rash  specula- 
tions into  public  measures. 

Sir,  this  memorial  is  transmitted  to  me  by 
gentlemen  well  known  to  me.  I  know  them  to 
be  incapable  of  misrepresentation,  and  I  know 
them  to  be  good  judges  of  the  sentiments  of 
their  county.  They  express  an  earnest  hope 
that  Congress  may  yet  do  something  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  country,  before  it  adjourns.  But 
should  it  not — should  it  remain  deaf  to  the  de- 
mands of  the  people,  they  speak,  with  un- 
doubting  confidence,  of  the  effectual  operation 
of  that  great  and  sovereign  remedy,  which  the 
people  still  hold  in  their  hands,  and  which,  in 
season,  they  will  well  know  how  to  apply. — 
They  believe,  sir,  fully,  that  that  great  Slate, 
which  has  so  much  power,so  much  intelligence, 
and  so  great  a  stake  in  all  the  leading  interests 
of  the  country,  will  not  be,  cannot  be,  long 
found  out  of  her  true  place  in  the  Union.  They 
say  they  do  not  despair  of  the  republic.  They 
need  not  despair.  As  General  Lafayette  said 
of  France,  at  the  time  of  the  three  days  revo- 
lution, "a  salutary  excitement  pervades  the 
country." 

The  people  feel  that  their  interests  have  been 
needlessly  sacrificed;  but,  what  is  more,  they 
see  danger  approach  the  Constitution  and  the 
laws.  They  forget  the  actual  loss  of  property, 
in  the  anticipated  loss  of  liberty.  Of  all  their 
inheritances,  their  dearest  and  choicest  is  the 
Constitution  and  the  laws;  and  this  inheritance 
they  mean  to  defend.  I  wish,  sir,  I  could  say 
to  the  people  of  Oneida  county  ,  that  there  was 
more  hope  than  I  think  there  is,  of  any  mea- 
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■ure  of  relief,  at  this  session  of  Congress.  They 
see,  as  well  as  I  "do,  what  that  is,  which  con- 
tinues to  obstruct  all  proper  measures  of  re- 
lief. They  see  the  difference  of  opinion  be- 
tween the  two  Houses,  and  they  know  that  the 
concuri ent  action  of  both  Houses  is  necessary 
for  any  effectual  measure.  The  Senate  has 
pronounced  its  judgment  against  the  removal 
of  the  deposites:  it  is  for  their  restoration,  and 
for  their  being  replaced  under  the  custody  of 
the  law.  But  the  people  of  Oneida  will  see, 
that  the  Senate  can  do  nothing  «1  me;  the  opi- 
nions, in  another  part  of  the  Capitol,  are  differ- 
ent from  those  of  the  Senate;  and  they  will  see, 
too,  by  the  late  Protest  especially,  as  well  as 
by  previous  publicitions,  what  opinions  still 
prevail  with  the  Executive. 

While,  sir,  whatever  of  hope  does  exist  is 
not  to  be  given  up,  and  while  every  effort  is 
to  be  made  which  may  promise  relief  and  re- 
dress,  at  this  session,  yet  undoubtedly  it  be- 
comes the  people  of  Oneida  to  act  on  the  be- 
lief, that,  in  all  probability,  a  change  of  pub- 
lic councils  mav  not  be  effected,  but  through 
the  means  of  the  will  of  the  people,  expressed 
at  the  polls. 

He  moved  that  the  memorial  be  read,  printed 
with  the  names,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

The  memorial  was  then  read,  and  the  motion 
for  its  printing  and  reference  carried. 

Mr.  WILKINS  concurred  in  the  sentiments  of 
the  hon.  Senator  from  Mass.,  as  to  the  existence 
of  distress;  but  did  not  despair  of  the  condition 
of  the  country,  although  he  did  not  think  that 
any  thing  could  be  done  towards  giving  relief 
during  the  present  session.  If,  at  thi3  late  peri- 
od of  the  session  it  were  possible  to  ascertain 
what  the  public  opinion  was,  something  might  he 
done;  bul  he  had  long  since  despaired  of  ascer- 
taining that  fact  by  the  memorials  of  public  meet- 
ings. He  had  many  memorials  by  him,  which 
he  had  never  presented;  and  he  had  refrained 
from  presenting  them  from  the  consideration  that 
it  was  to  be  presumed  that  all  petitioners  were 
concerned  in  the  preservation  of  the  laws  and  in- 
stitutions of  the  country;  that  all  were  equally 
respectable;  and  that  all  came  from  quarters  of 
the  country  which  were  deeply  interested  in  the 
proceedings.  From  these  considerations  he  had 
almost  determined  not  to  present  any  more  me- 
morials; but  he  had  received  one  on  Saturday, 
which  he  would  do  himself  the  honor  of  present- 
ing. It  came  from  the  town  of  Huntington,  in 
Huntington  county,  Pennsylvania.  It  was  an 
iron  manufacturing  county,  and  situated  near  the 
iron  bridge.  The  people  had  held  a  very  large 
meeting  at  the  Court-house,  and  came  to  resolu- 
tions directly  in  opposition  to  those  which  were 
stated  in  the  memorial  which  had  just  been  pre- 
sented by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts. They  stated  that  produce  was  rising  in 
value,  and  hoped  that  the  country  would  still  en- 
joy great  prosperity.  He  moved  that  the  memo- 
rial be  read,  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

Which  was  ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS— he  had  listened  attentive- 


ly to  the  memorial  and  resolutions  from  Hun- 
tingdon,in  consequence  of  the  annunciation  with 
which  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  had  intro- 
duced them.  He  told  us  they  were  directly  the  op- 
posite of  the  sentiments  and  statements  made  by 
the  memorialists  from  Oneida,  whose  representa- 
tion had  been  submitted  by  his  friend  from  Massa- 
chusetts. Sir,  said  Mr.  Chambers, we  were  taught 
to  expect  that  the  Huntingdon  memorialists  had 
discovered  a  market  in  which  agricultural  pro- 
ducts were  receiving  a  fair  and  full  price,  and  in* 
dustry  of  all  sorts  a  just  remuneration.  My  con- 
stituents would  be  as  much  gratified  to  learn  as 
I  should  be  to  inform  them,  where  such  a  mar- 
ket could  be  found;  a  patient  and  attentive  hear- 
ing of  the  memorial  and  resolutions  has  not  ena- 
bled me  to  acquire  the  information  which  the 
Senator  authorized  us  to  expect.  Far  from  it, 
very  far  from  it  indeed.  It  states  in  its  fullest 
extent  the  pecuniary  distress  of  the  country,  and 
after  Admitting  that  every  thing  had  been  in  a 
state  of  prostration,  they  say  that  th«  price  of 
agricultural  products  is  "better."  At  this  the 
Senator  feels  himseif  justified  in  using  language 
of  exultation  and  congratulation.  The  patient 
is  in  the  last  agonies  of  death,  and  is  seen  to  ex- 
hibit some  symptoms  of  respiration,  and  the  doc- 
tor, disregarding  the  continued  symptoms  and 
causes  of  his  malady,  hails  the  sick  man's  friend, 
all's  well  again.  No,  Mr.  President,  don't  let 
the  people  be  deluded,  let  the  Senator  beware  how 
he  lends  his  name  and  authority  to  enable  the 
meeting  at  Huntingdon  to  delude  and  deceive 
the  public. 

The  memorial  and  resolution  say  it  is  the  "mon- 
ster" that  produces  the  distress,  and  the  Senator 
predicts  that  no  relief  is  to  be  administered  by 
Congress  at  this  session.  If  so,  I  call  on  the 
Senator  to  deil  frankly  and  candidly  with  the 
people,  and  to  tell  them  that  they  can  expect 
no  change  in  their  condition  but  for  the  worse. 
How  can  the  Senator  base  any  other  opinion 
upon  any  round  political  principles?  The  cur- 
tailments of  the  bank  are  said  tp  have  caused 
the  distress,  and  it  is  said  the  bank  must  wind 
up.  It  is  now  officially  known  to  us  that  the 
bank  has  not  curtailed  to  an  amount  equal  to  the 
sum  drawn  from  it  by  the  "Government''  so 
technically  called,  well  sir,  the  right  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  bank  to  call  in  all  its  discounts,  to 
curtail  to  an  amount  exceeding  twelve  millions 
per  annum  are  conceeded.  It  has  no  alterna- 
tive, it  must  refund  to  its  stockholders,  and  it 
must  meet  its  engagements.  If,  then,  the  small 
curtailments  already  made  to  meet  the  drafts 
which  have  transferred  to  other  banks  a  small 
portion  of  their  loans  has  so  afflicted  the  country, 
how  is  it  possible  that  the  large  curtailments 
which  are  to  withdraw  much  larger  sums  to  put 
into  the  pockets  of  the  stockholders,  can  fail  t» 
aggravate  these  distresses?  Such  a  result  is 
inevitable,  and  to  deny  it,  is  in  effect  to  assert 
that  you  increase  a  given  quantum  by  abstract- 
ing its  parts.  The  people  have  a  right  to  expect 
us  to  deal  fairly,  and  not  to  make  predictions 
utterly  at  variance  with  the  necessary  effects  of 
known  causes. 
It  was  no  argument  against  his  position  that 
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bread  stuffs  were  "better."  The  accidental 
scarcity  alone  occasioned  this.  The  last  wheat 
crop  had  been  in  a  great  degree  disposed  of  be- 
fore the  mischievous  "Experiment"  produced  its 
blighting  influence,  and  the  corn  crop  was  gen- 
erally a  short  one,  particularly  so  in  my  country, 
which  is  exclusively  a  grain  country.  People 
must  be  fed,  and  when,  from  a  scarcity  in  the 
market,  the  price  advanced  somewhat,  it  is  no 
evidence  of  improvement  in  the  pecuniary  condi- 
tion of  the  country.  But,  from  the  injurious  op- 
erations of  the  "Experiment,"  I  most  firmly  be- 
lieve that  breadstuff's,  in  the  present  scarcity, 
would  command  a  price  higher  by  twenty  to  thirty 
per  cent,  than  they  now  do.  I  again  call  upon 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  to  explain  how 
he  can  sustain,  by  any  reasonable  theory,  any 
opposite  opinion.  The  condition  of  the  country, 
deplorable  as  it  is,  must  grow  worse,  until  the 
fatal  policy  of  this  'Government"  is  changed  and 
abandoned,  and  the  people  ought  to  know  it. 

The  Senator  had  heretofore  expressed  an  opi- 
nion that  no  distress  existed  in  the  country,  but 
he  had  subsequently  arrived  at  a  more  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  existing  state  of  thing's.  He 
will  yet,  I  hope,  extend  his  discoveries,  and  see 
the  fatal  tendency  of  these  executive  measures 
upon  the  permanent  interests  of  the  people,  and 
he  will  then  tell. his  people  at  Huntingdon,  and 
elsewhere,  that  however  a  temporary  scarcity 
may  for  a  moment  advance  the  price  of  bread 
stuffs,  yet  they  must  expect  a  lasting,  as  well  as 
fatal  influence  upon  all  the  departments  of  agri- 
culture, commerce  an.l  manufactures  from  this 
wicked  and  mischievous  "Experiment." 

The  CHAIR  here  stated,  that  a  page  of  the 
memorial,  presented  by  the  Senator  fromPenn- 
sylvana,  had  been  omitted  to  be  read. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  he  had  only  spoken 
of  the  memorial  as  he  had  heard  it  read. 

The  Secretary  here  read  the  neglected 
page. 

Mr.  CLAY  then  rose.  The  reporter  under- 
stood him  to  say,  that  these  proceedings  were 
presented  to  the  Senate  under  a  mask  which 
had  been  more  than  once  used  by  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania.  He  (Mr.  C.N  thought  this 
memorial  from  the  very  respectable  coun- 
ty of  Huntingdon  dealt  a  good  deal  in  figure 
and  metaphor,  but  as  to  facts  "  this  depo- 
nent sayeth  not."  He  had  risen,  however, 
but  for  a  single  purpose.  The  memorialists, 
or  rather  the  resolutionists,  had  alluded  to  him 
as  beii  g  the  retained  counsel  for  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  His  name  was  not 
actually  mentioned,  but  a  description  was 
given  which  no  one  could  mistake.  He  would 
not  contradict  this  calumny  in  the  terms  which 
he  would  be  justified  in  using.;  respect  for 
himself  and  the  Senate  deterred  him  from 
so  doing;  but  he  would  feel  obligeil  if*  the  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania,  when  he  next  h<id  occa- 
sion to  address  the  persons  who  composed  this 
meeting,  would  present  his  (Mr.  C's.)  compli- 
ments, and  sav,  that  the  statement  they  had 
Made,  as  to  his  being  the  returned  counsel  for 
the  bank,  was  destitute  of  one  word  of  truth. 
It  was  nine  years  since  he  had  had  any  profes 


sional  connexion  with  the  bank .  Great  mis- 
conceptions existed  upon  this  head,  and  he 
knew  well  in  what  quarter  they  had  originated. 

Mr.  W1LKINS  said,  it  would  be  remember- 
ed by  the  Senate,  that  upon  an  occasion  like 
the  present,  he  had  stated  that  our  fellow-citU 
zens  had  a  right  to  be  heard  here  in  any  laai 
guage  they  thought  proper  to  use;  that  the  Se« 
nate  could  not  critically  examine  the  terms  in 
which  memorials  were  couched,  without  infringe 
ing  that  sacred  right  of  petition  which  was  sei 
cured  to  this  people  by  the  Constitution.  It 
was  for  the  Senate,  after  the  paper  had  bee^ 
presented,  to  say  what  should  be  done  with  it.! 
He  disapproved  of  the  language  which  had  been 
used  respecting  an  honorable  Senator,  but  when 
he  received  a  paper  of  this  kind  it  was  not  pro* 
per  that  his  own  opinion  should  govern  its  des- 
tination. The  honorable  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky would  have  a  right  to  blame  him  when 
he  found  him  (Mr.  W.)  using  disrespectful  huw 
guage  of  his  own  respecting  that  honorable  Se< 
nator.  Would  the  Senator  from  Kentuckjt 
point  to  a  case  in  which  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  used, 
or  sanctioned  the  use  of  disrespectful  language,* 
The  gentleman  to  whom  the  memorialists  alludd 
ed  was  not  named;  several  persons  had  beem 
said  to  be  under  the  influence  of  the  bank;  if 
however,  the  language  in  question  was  intend- 
ed  for  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  he  (Mr.  W.j. 
could  only  say,  that  he  the  more  regretted  the 
allusion. 

The  Senator  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Chambers; 
had  adverted  to  what  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  said  it 
the  early  part  of  this  debate,  respecting  the  citjt 
of  his  own  residence.  In  so  doing,  however,! 
the  honorable  Senator  had  spoken  too  generah! 
ly.  He  (Mr.  W.)  had  never  denied  the  exisi 
tence  of  distress.  In  January  he  had  denies! 
that  there  was  any  distress  in  his  city,  and  whet 
that  expression  reached  home  a  meeting  wai 
held  in  consequence  of  it. 

They  distinctly  admitted, (said  Mr.  Wilkins,*, 
that  they  had  kept  their  complaints  to  themselvesj 
and  that  the  cry  of  complaint  had  not  gone  a 
broad  from  the  citizens  of  Pittsburg.  And  in  al 
ihc  resolutions  they  had  pointed  to  the  future' 
and  expressed  alarm  at  what  was  approaching 
This  was  the  extent  of  Mr.  W's.  declamationij 
He  would  now  acknowledge  that  distress  has 
overspread  the  land,  to  the  utter  condemnatioi 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  W.  would 
confess  that  he  was  disappointed;  he  did  no 
think  the  bank  was  so  great  as  to  spread  suck 
universal  distress;  and  he  would  confess  he  wa 
disappointed,  in  regard  to  the  power  to  do  mis 
chief. 

As  to  what  the  people  of  Huntington  had  said 
they  had  spoken  of  the  price  of  produce  bein/ 
better  than  the  friends  of  the  administration  ha* 
anticipated,  and  they  did  not  complain  of  an; 
particular  distress.  Mr.  W.  had  also  alluded  t 
the  great  question  whether  the  Government  o 
the  bank  was  to  blame  for  producing  this  dijij 
tress.  It  was  known  to  us  all,  that  agriculture 
products  were  all  looking  up,  as  was  evident 
from  the  price  of  agricultural  products  in  Phila 
delphia,  and  other  places. 
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Another  exception  to  a  paragraph  in  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  which  Mr.  W.  regretted  there  was 
an  allu-ion  to  the  two  honorable  Senators  from 
New  Jersey;  but  they  merely  spoke  of  a  ques- 
tion which  those  Senators  themselves,  agitated 
almost  daily.  Whether  or  not  they  represented 
the  sentiments  of  their  constituents,  Mr.  W. 
would  not  decide;  he  wished  they  might.  But 
this  was  no  consideration  of  Mr.  W.'s  it  was  on- 
ly the  opinion  of  the  memorialists  on  a  question 
which  the  gentlemen  themselves  were  every  day 
discussing1.  The  proceedings  of  their  Legisla- 
ture was  evidence  that  they  did  not  comply  with 
the  will  of  their  constituents;  but  this  prima  fa 
i  t  evidence  they  combattsd  by  proceedings  all 
over  the  State  of  New  Jersey.  The  memorial 
ists  attested  that  they  merely  drew  their  own  con 
elusions,  and  the  honorable  Senators  might  also 
draw  their  conclusions.  Mr.  W.  regretted  this 
subject  had  been  brought  up.  He  thought  one 
way,  and  gentlemen  another;  but  the  people 
themselves  would  decide. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  he  must  'reply  a  word 
to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  Wilkins)  which  he  might  if  so  disposed  re- 
ceive as  an  explanation. 

He  certainly  had  no  design  to  produce,  or  to 
continue  any  embarrassment  between  the  Sena- 
tor and  his  constituents.  I  wish  the  Senator 
said  Mr.  C.  a  happy  issue  out  of  all  such  afflic- 
tions. I  certainly  had  as  little  purpose  to  mis- 
conceive what  the  gentleman  said  of  the  memo- 
rial. My  friend  from  Mass.  (Mr.  Webster) 
had  presented  a  memorial  from  Oneida,  stating 
that  the  late  executive  misrule  had  produced  a 
general  stagnation  of  business  and  a  protraction 
of  prices  for  all  kinds  of  industry  and  threaten- 
ed to  produce  results  still  worse.  The  Senator 
now  in  his  place,  and  as  evidence  of  the  great 
contrarity  of  opinion  on  the  subjects,  told  us 
that  his  memorialist  used  a  language  in  all  re- 
spects differing  from  that  from  Oneida  and  gave 
a  most  flattering  account  of  the  condition  and 
prospect  of  the  agricultural  community.  The  Sen- 
ator's remarks  were  general,  but  it  now  seems  he 
only  intended  to  say  that  they  ascribed  the  distress 
of  the  country  to  the  "monster"  instead  of  attribu- 
ting them  to  the  Executive.  Be  it  so  sir,  I  will 
only  repeat  my  hope  that  as  the  Senator  has  at 
last  become  fully  convinced  of  his  error  in  sup- 
posing there  was  no  distress,  he  will  in  due  time 
correct  the  other  error,  in  regard  to  the  cause  of 
the  distress.  Mr.President  I  differ  altogether  with 
the  Senator  as  to  the  value  of  these  memorials. 
I  desire  to  see  brought  to  our  chamber  the  de- 
liberate opinion  of  every  man  in  the  Union,  if  it 
were  possible  to  have  it  We  may  have  some  of 
them,  which  like  this  will  contain  little  else  but 
a  "  hurra"  for  General  Jackson — not  to  be  sure 
by  using  the  five  letters  which  compose  that 
word  but  by  adopting  resolutions  which  mean 
just  that  much  and  no  more — we  shall  have 
some  no  doubt  from  the  office  holders  who  find 
their  fixed  salaries  increased  in  value,  precisely 
in  the  ratio  that  every  thing  else  is  depressed. 
We  shall  have  many  honest  deluded  men,  whose 
reelings  will  refuse  obedience  to  their  reasons , 


but  we  shall  hear  enough  to  satisfy  us,  to  satisfy 
everyone. 

Men  whose  pecuniary  interests  are  assailed  by 
violence,  will  think  a  man  may  possibly  lose  his 
breakfast  and  still  hurra  for  the  hero — he  may 
lose  his  dinner,  and  yet  less  audibly  "hurra,*  but 
when  as  to  his  supper  and  his  bed,  the  report  is 
"non  sunt  inventi"  and  this  houseless  starvation 
is  continued  from  day  to  clay,  he  will  not  only 
cease  to  shout  "hurra, ''  but  his  shouts  will  be 
converted  into  curses  upon  his  own  folly,  and 
upon  those  who  have  deceived  him.  We  have 
some  experience  on  this  subject.  The  memori- 
als from  Philadelphia  have  left  no  doubt  of  the 
state  of  public  feeling  there.  Even  the  Senator 
from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Forsyth,)  the  least  inclined 
of  all  persons  to  make  concessions  on  this  sub- 
ject, has  been  satisfied.  He  agrees  that  all  is  lost 
in  Philadelphia,  and  in  the  cities,  but  he  yet  holds 
on  to  the  folorn  hope  that  the  country  will  not  go 
with  the  cities.  Now,  sir,  I  ask  if  the  Senator 
(Mr.  Wilkins,)  shall  find  such  an  unanimity  in 
the  country,  will  Dot  he  yield  ?  He  agrees  that 
the  people  are  sovereign,  and  that  their  voice 
must  be  obeyed,  and  while  this  fundamental 
doctrine  is  adhered  to  let  us  not  despair.  I  regret 
to  hear  my  friend  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Webster,)  respond  in  terms  of  doubt,  to  the 
sentiment  from  Oneida.  We  are  under  no  ne- 
cessity to  unveil  the  issue  of  an  election  for  those 
who  hold  biennial  appointments,  or  others  of 
longer  duration.  The  House  of  Representatives, 
and  all  the  functionaries  of  this  Government, 
must  obey  the  distinctly  expressed  popular  will. 
The  people  have  taken  this  matter  into  their 
own  heads — they  have  only  to  persevere  the  good 
work— let  us  await  for  a  while  their  consultation 
— let  the  effects  of  the  'experiment'  be  fully  tested; 
let  time  try  its  influence  upon  all  departments  of 
business,  let  its  principles  be  discussed  and 
thoroughly  understood,  and  let  the  sovereign 
people  in  their  majesty  pronounce  their  solemn 
judgment,  and  the  tones  of  "that  mighty  voice 
will  reach  the  ears  of  those  who  will  not  dare  to 
disobey  its  imperative  demand. 

Mr.  WEBSTER,  after  an  allusion,  (almost 
wholly  unheard,)  to  the  remark  of  Mr.  Cham- 
bers respecting  time,  said  that  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Wilkins,)  had  said  that 
there  were  so  many  expressing  opinions  one 
way,  and  so  many  another,  that  they  were  at  a 
loss  to  know  what  was  public  opinion.  But  was 
it  so  ?  Was  there  a  particle  of  doubt  on  the 
subject  ?  The  memorials  on  the  opposite  sides 
of  the  question,  were  as  twenty  to  one.  No 
doubt  there  were  memorials  and  resolutions  here 
and  elsewhere,  in  favor  of  the  Executive.  Such 
had  been  sent  from  Baltimore,  Philadelphia, 
New  York,  and  Boston,  and  from  almost  every 
place  from  which  they  had  been  sent  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  Executive;  and  they  might  Just  as 
well  say  that  they  could  not  form  an  opinion  as 
to  the  majority  of  the  memorialists,  as  that  they 
could  not  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  majority  of 
the  people  of  the  country  ?  What  was  the  ques- 
tion ?  It  was  the  removal  of  the  deposites  ;  and 
could  any  man  say  that  he  doubted  whether  the 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  country  approved 
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or  disapproved  of  this  measure  ?  Mr.  W.  did 
not  expeet  to  hear  any  one  say  that  a  majority  of 
the  people  of  the  country  did  approve  of  it ;  but 
there  were  many  who  would  support  the  Ex- 
ecutive ;  but  vi  ould  they  give  their  support  in 
favor,  or  in  despite  of  the  measure  ?  The  good 
people  of  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  Pennsylva- 
nia, had  sent,  not  a  memorial  with  any  number 
of  names  annexed,  but  the  resolution  of  a  public 
meeting  ;  and  Mr.  VV.  was  at  a  loss  to  know 
whether  it  was  from  the  beauty  of  its  style,  the 
solidity  of  its  facts,  the  force  of  its  reasoning,  or 
from  what  other  singular  circumstance,  that 
this  paper  received  so  much  attention,  when 
others  were  neglected.  The  memorials  did  in- 
deed express  contradictory  sentiments ;  but 
against  the  conduct  of  the  Government  there 
was  a  vast  number.  On  the  other  side  were  the 
friends  and  supporters  of  the  administration,  or 
those  who  considered  themselves  as  not  aban- 
doning' the  administration.  Mr.  W.  believed 
that  twenty  to  one  was  not  too  great  an  estimate; 
and  he  thought  they  gave  full  evidence  of  public 
opinion,  and  hoped  they  would  continue  to  give 
it. 

In  regard  to  Mr.  W's.  doubts  of  relief  from 
Congress,  to  which  the  Senator  from  Maryland 
(Mr.  Chambers)  had  alluded,  Mr.  W.  said  they 
would  not  slacken  his  zeal  in  making  efforts  to 
obtain  redress.  It  was  his  purpose  to  proceed 
to  action  immediately,  as  soon  as  action 
was  reasonable,  as  it  ever  had  been  his  purpose  to 
do  so;  and  he  would  remain,  as  he  was  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  firm  in  the  con- 
vict on  that  Congress  was  bound  to  furnish  that 
redress  before  they  adjourned. 

Mr.  WILKINS  wished  to  correct  an  error  of 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts(Mr.  Webster.) 
Mr.  Wilkins  did  not  mean  that  he  could  not 
make  up  his  opinion,  but  that  there  was  such  a 
diversity  of  opinion  as  to  retard  the  action  of 
Congress.  He  had  no  doubt  on  the  question  of 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  the  finances  of 
the  country;  he  would  say  that  the  public  senti- 
ment was  with  the  administration,  at  least  this 
was  his  own  opinion.  He  would  admit  that  in 
the  great  commercial  cities  of  the  Union,  the 
administration  had  lost  ground;  the  commercial 
cities  were  with  the  money  interests;  but  the  sen- 
timents of  the  inhabitants  of  the  cities  were  not 
the  sentiments  of  the  rest  of  the  great  mass  of 
the  people,  the  yeomanry  of  the  country.  In 
Philadelphia  the  administration  had  lost  ground 
vastly;  but  Philadelphia  had  been  for  some  years 
opposed  to  the  administration.  In  Pittsburgh, 
also,  it  had  lost  ground.  Mr.  W.  had  shared  a 
great  portion  of  the  favors  of  its  citizens;  he 
thought  he  had  stood  well  with  them,  and  sup- 
posed he  had  been  ranked  popular,  but  the  case 
vm*  very  different  now. 

He  had  formerly  stood  well  with  the  people  of 
his  district,  and  he  flattered  himself  that  he  still 
enjoyed  the  confidence  and  respect  of  many;  but, 
in  consequence  of  the  line  of  conduct  which,  in 
his  conscience  before  God,  he  had  thought  it  his 
duty  to  pursue,  he  had  no  doubt  that  he  had  now 
lost  much  of  his  popularity  in  the  cities.  In  other 
parts  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  the  people 


stood  unmoved  by  the  bank;  even  in  Philadelphia 
a  large  party  was  arrayed  against  it.  And  what 
must  have  been  the  flagrant  conduct  of  the  bank 
which  had  estranged  from  it  an  invaluable  mass  of 
friends  even  in  Philadslphia. 

What  was  the  judgment  to  be  formed,  of  pub- 
lic sentiment,  by  the  elections?  Take  them  as 
touchstones,  and  what  must  be  the  verdict  of  ev- 
ery impartial  man?  The  electiens  in  Pennsylva- 
nia took  place  after  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
and  what  was  evinced  by  them?  Go  round  the 
country,  beginning  at  the  south,  and  what  evi- 
dence did  they  give?  The  deposites  were  placed 
in  an  insulated  bank — the  very  existence  of  the 
bank,  if  it  was  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  coun- 
try, they  ought  to  be  denounced,  and  this  was 
effected  in  October  last.  Mr.  W.  here  took  a 
view  of  the  recent  elections  in  the  different  States 
of  the  Union,and  said  how  it  stood  in  Mississippi, 
he  could  not  tell. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER.     Pretty  well. 

Mr.  WILKINS  went  on  to  say  that  Ohio  and 
other  States  had  given  instructions  to  their  Sen- 
ators to  support  the  executive  measures,  and 
there  seemed  to  be  a  total  reverse  of  public  opin- 
ion in  reference  to  the  bank. 

There  was  no  one  more  heartily  disposed  to 
enter  into  legislation,  and  to  do  any  thing  which 
might  relieve  the  country  and  quiet  the  public 
mind,  than  he  was;  but  he  was  free  to  say,  that 
n  consequence  of  the  great  diversity  of  publicf 
opinion  as  to  the  mode  of  relief,  he  dispaired  o 
any  immediate  relief. 

Mr.  PORTER  disli  ed  representatives  coming 
to  Congress  by  units.  He  did  not  come  here  as 
a  unit,  but  by  a  majority  of  two,  and  a  gentleman 
(Mr.  Wilkins)  had  thought  proper  to  urge  on 
the  Senate  that  Louisiana  was  favorable  to  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  he  had  only  to  say,  that 
he  was  sent  hither  by  the  State  to  oppose  it. 

When  he  left  Louisiana,  the  subject  of  dis- 
ress  was  much  spoken  of,  distress  then  perva- 
ded the  northern  cities;  but  had  not,  at  that 
time,  reached  New  Orleans,  and  his  opponents 
said  it  never  would.  The  people  there  felt  for  the 
northern  cities  ;  but,  he  supposed,  their  feelings 
were  not  quite  so  strong  as  it  would  be  if  they 
felt  it  themselves.  Since  that  time,  however 
many  of  his  opponents  had  yileded  to  the  force 
of  the  evidence  which  they  felt,  and  began  to 
think,  that  a  measure  which  produced  such  mis- 
ery must  be  wrong  ;  and  those  very  epposers 
had  urged  him  to  oppose  the  measures  of  the 
administration.  He  had  had  the  pleasure,  yes- 
terday, of  shaking  hands  with  a  gentleman  fresh 
from  Louisiana,  and  that  gentleman  described 
public  opinion  to  have  undergone  such  a  change 
that,  in  a  district  where  ihe  administration  was 
formerly  so  strong  that  it  was  difficult  to  raise 
an  opposition;  he  could  not  tell  now  which  way 
public  opinion  was  decided.  With  regard  to 
elections,  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  those  of 
any  State  but  his  own. 

The  gentleman  had  said  that  agricultural  pro- 
duce still  bore  a  high  price  in  an  iron  country, 
and  that  flour  was  high  there.  He  thought  that 
was  the  last  evidence  that  ought  to  be  produced, 
unless  the  people  were  starving,  because  articles 
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of  this  description  must  keep  up  their  price.  In 
cities,  flour  must  be  eaten,  and  would  keep  up 
its  price.  He  had  lately  corne  from  Philadelphia, 
where  produce  from  his  farm  still  lay  for  sale, 
owing  to  the  want  of  money.  Articles  of  pri- 
mary necessity  would  always  find  a  market,  as 
long  as  the  people  had  money  to  purchase  them 
with. 

The  hon.  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  had 
stated  that  the  bank  had  brought  the  distress 
upon  the  country.  Where  was  the  evidence  ? 
Would  it  not  be  better  to  give  facts?  He  was 
an  honest  man,  unquestionably;  but  honest  men 
were  liable  to  err.  In  charity  he  should  not 
make  such  allegations,  without  being  prepared 
to  prove  them.  He  held  in  his  hand  some  state- 
ments from  Maryland,  which  exhibited  the  bank 
in  a  different  view  from  that  in  which  the  gentle- 
man had  represented  it.  And  how  could  gen- 
tlemen rise  in  their  seats  and  say  that  the  bank 
was  the  cause  of  the  distress  which  prevailed. 

Mr.  BROWN  presented  the  proceedings  and 
resolutions  of  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Edgecombe  county,  N.  C.  Among  the  resolu- 
tions, Mr.  B.  said,  was  one  which  denied  the 
power  of  the  Government  to  incorporate  a  Na- 
tional Bank.  If  any  doubts  had  previously  ex- 
isted as  to  the  injurious  tendency  of  such  an  in 
stitution  as  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States,  the  great 
power  which  it  was  now  exercising  over  the 
country,  the  despair  which  prevailed,  the  state- 
ment which  had  been  made,  that  many  of  our 
citi2ens  had  been  deprived  of  their  breakfasts 
and  suppers,  ought  to  remove  those  doubts. — 
He  concurred  fully  with  the  resolutions  which 
he  had  the  honor  to  present,  and  believed  the 
resolutionists  might  have  added  that  the  syste- 
matic effort  which  had  been  making  throughout 
America  to  destroy  credi\,  and  cause  runs  upon 
the  local  banks  was  also  to  be  attributed  to  the 
Bank  of  the  U.  States.  Without  further  com- 
ment, he  would  ask,  that  the  resolutions  and 
proceedings  be  read  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Financa. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read  and  referred. 
Mr.   CLAY  rose  to  offer  the  following  reso- 
lutions;   as,  he  said,  they  were  mere  calls  for 
documents,  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  agree 
to  them  this  morning. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  report  to  the  Senate  the  gross 
amount  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  and  the  number  of  acres  which  have 
been  sold  during  the  year  1833,  including  the 
last  quarter  of  the  year,  and  distinguishing  the 
amount  received,  and  number  of  acres  sold  in 
each  State  and  Territory. 

Resolved,  also,  That  the  report  to  the  Senate 
the  manner  in  which  has  been  ascertained  at  the 
treasury,  from  time  to  time,  the  "twentieth  part 
of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  lands  lying  within 
the  said  State  (Ohio)  sold  by  Congress,  from 
and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  next,  (1802) 
after  deducting  all  expenses  incident  to  the 
same,"  which,  by  the  compact  with  Ohio,  was 
set  apart  for  laying  out  and  making  public  roads; 
and  the  manner  in  which  the  like  allowance 
made  to  other  new  States  has  been  ascertained 


at  the  treasury,  showing  specifically  the  deduc- 
tions made  from  the  gross  amount  to  ascertain 
the  nett  proceeds. 

The  resolutions  were  adopted. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James 
Thomas.  Read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  C.  also  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
physicians  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying 
remuneration  for  expenses,  &c,  incurred  dur- 
ing the  prevalence  of  cholera. 

Also  the  memorial  of  the   Rev. New- 


bank,  chaplain  to  the  Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia, 
praying  an  adequate  compensation  for  services. 
The  former  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  lat- 
ter to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  WILKINS,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance,  reported,  as  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  without  amendment,  bills  for 
the  relief  of  W.  B.  Oliver,  S.  Kingston,  and 
Samuel  D.  Walker. 

Mr.  BIBB  concluded  his  remarks  on  the  mani- 
festo of  the  President. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr.  RICE  GARLAND,  a  member  lrom  Lou- 
isiana, elected  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  resignation  of  Henry  H.  Bcllard,  ap- 
peared, was  sworn  to  support  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  BINNEY  stated  that  Mr.  Franklin,  the 
clerk  of  the  House,  had  just  received  intelli- 
gence of  the  death  of  his  father,  who  died  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  on  the  26th  inst.,  and  was 
desirous  to  proceed  forthwith  to  that  city.  It 
was  then 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  have  leave  to  be  ab- 
sent from  the  service  of  this  Houe  for  four  or 
five  days. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  uitizens  of 
the  county  of  Edgecombe,  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  presented  by  Mr.  T.  H.  Hall,  on  the 
14th  inst.,  and  after  the  same  had  been  discuss- 
ed by  Mr.  Hall,  the  said  proceeding*  were  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  Burke,  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  presented  by  Mr.  Gkaham,  on  the  14th 
instant. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  motion  made  by 
Mr.  Wayne,  that  the  said  proceedings  be  not  re- 
ceived: When  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  and  proceeding* 
do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GAMBLE  presented  a  memorial  of  Duff" 
Green,  of  the  city  of  Washington,  setting  forth 
that  he  proposes  to  publish  a  report  of  the  deci- 
sions of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States; 
praying  the  patronage  of  Congress,  in  the  said 
publication. 

Mr.  GARLAND  presented  a  petition  of  Abra- 
ham H.  Adams,  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  clerk; 
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of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
western  district  of  said  State,  praying  for  an  in- 
crease of  compensation. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  and  memorial 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WAYNE,  presented  a  petition  of  Henry 
R.  Taylor  and  Jane  Taylor,  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, praying-  payment  for  a  horse  lost  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  VINTON  presented  a  memorial  of  Ed- 
ward P.  Page,  of  Marietta,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
praying  for  a  grant  of  money  or  land,  as  a  com- 
pensation for  discoveries  of  vast  importance 
which  he  alleges  to  have  made  in  astrology. 

Mr.  J.  N.  WHITE  presented  a  petition  of 
Archibald  W.  Hamilton,  late  collector  of  duties 
for  the  port  of  Pensacola,  in  Florida,  praying  to 
be  allowed  an  additional  compensation  for  servi- 
ces performed  by  him  in  the  capacity  aforesaid. 

Mr.  L.  LYON  presented  a  petition  of  Daniel 
Whitney,  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  praying 
to  be  paid  the  amount  of  an  account  against  the 
United  States,  duly  assigned  to  him  by  Lieuten 
ant  Burdine,  of  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  LYON  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Ezra  S.  John,  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
praying  for  a  grant  of  land  as  an  indemnity  for 
losses  sustained  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  and  petition 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

IV r.  R.  M.  JOHNSON  presented  a  petition 
of  Hannah  Cunning,  of  the  State  of  Pennsylva 
nia,  praying  that  money  may  be  granted  to  her  in 
lieu  of  the  bounty  in  land,  to  which  she  is  enti- 
tled, in  right  of  her  son,  John  Cunning,  deceas- 
ed, who  was  a  soldier  in  the  army  in  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  R.  MITCHELL  presented  a  petition  of 
Abraham  Boring,  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying 
that  certain  lands  adjoining  a  reservoir  of  the 
Ohio  canal,  at  the  intersection  of  the  counties  of 
Fairfield,  Perry,  and  Licking,  may  be  surveyed 
and  sold. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  a  petition  of 
Andre  Frederick,  Philip  Frederick,  Maria  L. 
Poissean,  Sylvester  Poissean,  and  Homan  Agace, 
all  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  praying  to  be  per. 
mitted  to  locate  their  preemption  rights,  on 
any  unlocated  land  of  the  United  States  in  that 
State. 

Mr.  CAGE  presented  a  petition  of  John  H. 
Mallory  of  the  State  of  Mississppi,  an  officer  of 
the  army  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
praying  that  land  may  be  granted  to  the  officers 
ot  said  army. 

Mr.  MARDIS  presented  a  petition  of  the  trus 
tees  of  the  Manual  Labor  Institute  of  South  Al- 
abama,  praying  Congre.-s  to  grant  a  few  sections 
of  land  to  said  Institute. 

Mr.  MARDIS  presented  a  petition  of  Joel  Chan- 
dler of  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying  permis- 
sion to  surrender  a  patent  for  land  purchased  of 
the  United  States,  which  land  is  found  to  be 
worthless,  and  to  be  permitted  to  enter  other 
lands  in  lieu  thereof. 

Mr.    MURPHY  presented  a  petition  of  Wm. 


Fisher,of  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying  that  hit 
title  to  land  therein  described  may  be  confir- 
med. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  presented  a  petition  of  inhab- 
itants of  the  State  of  Missouri,  praying  that  the 
right  of  pre-emption  may  be  granted  to  them  in 
the  purchase  of  the  lands  on  which  they  reside, 
situated  in  the  valley  of  the  Osage  river. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  presented  a  document  in  sup- 
port of  the  claim  of  the  trustees  of  the  town  of 
Louisiana,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  to  certain 
lands. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  presented  a  letter  from  the 
Commissioners  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in 
relation  to  inadequate  compensation  for  survey- 
ing public  lands  in  certain  cases. 

Mr.  LUCIUS  LYON  presented  a  petition  of 
Gabriel  Cornish  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
praying  permission  to  locate  a  military  county 
land  warrant  on  public  lands  in  the  Territory 
of  Michigan.  • 

Mr.  LYON  also  presented  a  petition  of  Lem- 
uel Brigham,  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
praying  that  the  right  of  pre-emption  may  be 
granted  to  him  to  purchase  a  quarter  section  of 
land  in  any  part  of  said  Territory  not  yet  sur- 
veyed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  and  docu- 
ments be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr.  RICHARD  M.  JOHNSON  presented  a 
petition  of  Glovina  Mullowny,  daughter  and 
Administratrix  of  John  Mullowny  deceased, 
late  Consul  of  the  United  States,  at  Tangier,  in 
Morocco,  praying  that  the  amount  ot  certain 
moneys  disbursed  by  said  Consul  in  his  official 
capacity  which  has  been  disallowed  in  conse- 
quence of  informality  of  loss  of  vouchers,  and 
other  causes,  beyond  the  control  of  the  memo- 
rialist, may  be  allowed  in  the  settlement  of  the 
accounts  of  the  said  John  Mullowny,  which  pe- 
tition was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs. 

Mr.  VANCE  presented  a  petition  of  McKeao 
Buchanan  a  purser  in  the  Navy,  praying  to  be 
allowed  the  usual  commission  on  bills  of  ex- 
change drawn  by  him  on  the  Navy  Department, 
while  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties  in 
the  Pacific  ocean,  in  the  years  1827  and  1828. 

Mr.  WAYiNE  presented  a  petition  of  A.  A. 
Nicholson,  a  lieutenant  of  the  Marine  Corps,  of 
the  United  States,  praying  to  be  allowed  the 
same  compensation  for  services  performed  by 
him  as  an  acting  assistant  quarter  master,  as  is 
allowed  to  officers  of  the  Army,  for  performing 
similar  duties. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  CAGE  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Slate  of  Mississippi,  praying  that  a 
light  house  may  be  erected  at  the  mouth  of 
Pearl  River. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  O.J.  SMITH  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Cumber- 
land, in  the  State  of  Maine,  praying  that  an  ap- 
propriation may  be  made  to  improve  the  navi- 
gation of  Maquoit  Bay,  in  Brunswick,  in  said 
State. 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred 
o  fie  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  P1NCKNEY  presented  a  petition  of  James 
lobertson,  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  in  the 
Mate  of  South  Carolina,  merchant,  praying  to 
>e  refunded  the  excess  of  duties  on  certain  im 
>ortations  of  foreign  goods,  under  the  tariff  of 
March,  1833. 

Mr.  GORHAM  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
mporting  merchants  of  the  city  of  Hosten,  pray- 
ng  to  he  refunded  the  excess  of  duties  on  cer- 
ain  importations  of  foreign  goods,  under  the 
•riff  of  M-<rch  1833. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred 
:othe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  BATES  presented  a  petition  of  John 
Ames  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  praying 
:hat  the  letters  patent  heretofore  granted  him 
for  improvements  in  the  art  of  manufacturing 
paper,  may  be  renewed,  which  petition  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  presented  a  petition  of 
William  Henry,  praying  that  he  may  be  allow- 
ed and  paid  the  amount  to  which  his  father 
Captain  John  Henry  was  entitled  for  guns  and 
tccoutrements  furnished  the  Army  of  the  rev- 
ilutionary  war,  and  fur  services  of  the  said  Cap- 
tain Henry  rendered  in  said  war. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  presented  a  petition  of 
Win.  B.  Stokes  and  other  heirs  of  David  Stokes, 
>rayingto  be  paid  the  amount  of  certain  conti- 
nental loans. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims 

Mr.  CAGE  presented  a  petition  of  Robert 
Day,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension  for  his 
revolutionary  services. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  of  Ky.,  presented  a  petition  of 
Roger  R.  Harben  praying  that  he  may  be  allow- 
ed a  pension  for  his  revolutionary  services. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  presented  a  petition  of  Jo- 
leph  York,  praying  to  be  paid  arrears  of  pension 
:o  which  he  considers  himself  entitled. 

Mr.  CAGE  presented  a  petition  of  Edward 
Garrett,  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  a  pen- 
sion for  his  revolutionary  services. 

Mr.  MARDIS  presented  a  petition  of  Malichi 
Eskridge,  praying  that  his  name  may  be  inscri- 
bed on  the  list  of  pensioners,  in  consideration  of 
bis  revolutionary  services. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.    LEA   presented  a  petition   of  Samuel 


heirs  of  Col.  White,  late  of  Lancaster,  in  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  praying  to  be  paid 
the  amount  of  said  White's  pension  as  an  invalid 
from  1826  to  1828,  which  he  was  compelled  to 
relinquish  to  avail  himself  of  the  benefit  of  the 
act  of  May,  1828. 

Ordrred,  that  the  said  petitions  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

Mr.  GAMBLE  said,  he  had  before  him  a  me- 
morial of  a  portion  of  the  citizens  of  Savannah, 
the  chief  commercial  city  in  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, and  the  principal  emporium  of  the  products 
of  that  growing  and  flourishing  State. 

This,  he  said,  was  the  second  memorial  which 
had  been  presented  from  his  State,  and  upon 
the  same  side  of  the  all-absorbing  subject  of  the 
deposites.  The  great  embarrassments  and  de- 
rangement of  the  monetary  system  of  the  coun- 
try, growing  principally  out  of  the  ill-advised 
and  reckless  course  of  the  Executive,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  public  deposites;  the  hostile  attitude 
assumed  against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
which  is  believed  to  have  occasioned  the  shock 
to  commercial  credit  and  confidence,  which 
caused  in  a  short  time  so  much  distress  ruin, 
and  bankruptcy,  has,  comparatively  speaking, 
produced  but  little  excitement  in  Georgia,  al- 
though its  effects  have  neither  been  unknown 
or  unfelt.  The  people  of  that  State  are  not  in 
the  habit  of  giving  utterance  to  causeless  com- 
plaints; they  are  patriotic,  and  endure  much, 
and  long,  (though  jealous  of  their  rights)  be- 
fore they  break  out  in  murmurs  against  those 
who  have  stood  high  in  their  confidence  and 
esteem,  and  whom  they  have  had  an  agency  in 
elevating  to  office.  It  is  now  under  the  most 
profound  conviction  that  the  evils  which  are 
pervading  the  country;  that  have  cast  a  chilling 
gloom  over  its  prosperity,  that  have  arrested 
enterprise,  deprived  industry  of  its  reward,  and 
vitally  affected  every  interest  of  the  country! 
the  consequence  of  that  Executive  misrule, 
which  mignt  have  been  foreseen,  and  was  pre- 
dicted, and  which  is  now  being  more  sensibly 
felt  than  heretofore  in  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  de- 
spairing of  Executive  interference  to  avert  or 
arrest  the  evil,  and  that  it  is  remediable  by  the 
National  Legislature,  that  the  memorialists  ad- 
dressed themselves  to  Congress;  "not,  they  say, 
as  partisans,  seeking  the  political  advancement 
of  those  associated  with  them  in  the  memorial, 
but  united  by  a  common  sense  of  the  evils  un- 
der which  they  are  laboring,  by  a  common  con- 


Rhea,  praying  that  his  name  may  be  placed  onjviction  of  the    source  in  whieh  the  evils  origi 


the  list  of  Invalid  Pensioners,  in  consideration 
of  injuries  sustained  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain. 

0»  Mr.  ASHLEY  presented  a  petition  of  Robert 
Frjzier,  praying  to  have  his  name  placed  on  the 
list  of  Invalid  Pensioners,  for  injuries  by  him 
sustained  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  du- 
ring the  late  war. 

Mr.  LYON  of  Michigan,  presented  a  petition 
of  Ebenezer  Wilson,  a  major  in  the  N.  Y.  militia 
during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  praying 
that  he  may  be  allowed  a  pension, 
a  ion. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  presented  a  petition  of  the 


nate,  and  by  an  assurance  in  which,  in  like 
manner,  they  participate,  that  an  adequate  re- 
medy may  be  effected  by  the  National  Legisla- 
ture." 

They  assert,  that  "between  the  office  of  the 
Na'ional  Bank  and  the  State  institutions,  in  oper- 
ation within  that  city,  there  existed  a  spirit  of 
accommodation  and  confidence  that  led  to  the 
happiest  results;  that  individual  credit,  thus  aid- 
ed and  sustained,  was  actively  and  successfully 
employed  in  all  the  various  pursuits  which  be- 
long to  an  industrious  and  enterprising  commu- 
nity." ,  '       . 

They  say,  "in  a  short  time  this  condition  it 
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changed  to  one  of  languishing,  and  men  are 
looking  fearfully  to  a  crisis  in  the  condition  of 
the  country  which  menaces  consequences  the 
most  alarming  to  the  best  hopes  of  the  patriot." 
They  say,  "they  have  witnessed  with  great 
solicitude  the  sudden  prostration  of  all  the  great 
interests  of  the  country,  and  have  waited  with 
anxiety  for  some  evidence  of  approaching  re- 
lief, but  thus  far  they  have  waited  in  vain.  They 
now  present  themselves  to  Congress,  and  pray 
that  their  hopes  and  fears  may  no  longer  be  sus- 
pended, but  that,  by  some  prompt  and  definite 
action,  they  will  restore  the  confidence  and 
credit  of  the  country — will  restore  to  commerce 
its  accustomed  channels,  and  to  industry  its 
usual  rewards." 

They  say,  "they  are  of  the  opinion  that  the 
evils  have  had  their  origin  in  the  removal  of  the 
public  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  thus  rendering  it  necessary  for  that  insti- 
tution to  curtail  its  discounts,  whilst  the  State 
banks  were  unable  to  extend  their  operations  to 
meet  the  contingency,  and  the  issue  by  the 
treasury  of  transfer  drafts  without  notice,  and 
in  the  general  and  avowed  hostility  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Government  to  the  United  States  Bank, 
and  the  consequent  panic  produced  throughout 
the  country." 

They  say,  "since  the  first  of  October  last,  the 
fall  in  the  price  of  cotton,  the  great  Southern 
staple,  has  been  at  least  one-fourth  of  its  actual 
value  at  that  time;  and  whilst  they  do  not  attri- 
bute exclusively  the  fall  of  the  price  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites,  they  make  the  following 
suggestions,  which  they  think  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed : 

"The  value  of  cotton  is  directly  affected  by 
the  rate  of  exchange  with  the  great  markets  of 
Europe. 

"The  embarrassments  resulting  from  the 
causes  to  whxh  they  have  referred,  have  pro- 
duced a  reduction  of  ten  per  cent.,  in  the  rate 
of  exchange;  and  these  same  embarrassments 
have,  independently  of  this  reduction,  also  at 
fected  a  reduction  which  may  be  fairly  estimat 
ed  at  from  five  to  ten  per  cent,  in  the  price  of 
the  article,  making  an  aggregate  diminution  of 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  per  cent." 

'  'The  entire  value  of  the  cotton  crop  is  esti- 
mated at  forty  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  direct 
oss  of  the  cotton  planters  may  be  fairly  stated 
it  from  six  to  eight  millions  of  dollars,   and  of 


at 


which  more  than  one  million  must  fall  upon  the 
State  of  Georgia;  and  this,  independently  of  the 
loss  which  will  result  from  the  fact,  that  fifty 
thousand  bales  less  will  be  required  by  the 
manufacturers  of  the  United  States." 

They  say,  in  such  a  state  of  things,  the  sus- 
pension of  business  which  has  been  witnessed 
was  naturally  to  have  been  expected.  Many 
of  the  most  substantial  merchants  refuse  to 
make  acceptances  against  shipments  of  the 
great  staples  of  rice  and  cotton;  and  many  of 
those  who  have  been  large  dealers,  have  stop- 
ped business  altogether,  waiting  until  the  exist 
ing  embarrassments  have  passed  over,  "believ- 
ing, as  they  do,  that  the  embarrassments  under 
Whieh  the  country  is  laboring,  originated  in  the 


removal  of  the  deposites,  and  the  other  acts  of 
the  Executive  Government,  connected  there- 
with; believing  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  is  the  proper  depository  of  the  public 
treasure;  that  its  right  to  this  guardianship  is 
the  result  of  a  solemn  contract,  founded  on  a 
valuable  and  sufficient  consideration;  and  that  it 
rests  upon  the  public  faith,  and  is  guarantied  by 
the  law  of  the  land:  believing,  moreover,  that 
this  act  of  removal  by  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment was  an  abuse  of  the  powers  confided  to 
that  department,  one  which  is  injurious  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  American  people,  and 
which  ought  to  be  promptly  recalled,  they  ear- 
nestly request  that  Congress  will  take  such 
measures  as  will  redeem  the  plighted  faith  of 
the  Government,  assert  the  authority  of  the 
laws,  restore  to  the  Eank  of  the  United  States 
fhe  rights  of  which  it  has  unjustly  been  depri- 
ved, re-establish  between  that  iustitution  and 
the  Government,  their  just,  accustomed,  and 
proper  relations;  and  thus  give  peace  to  the 
country,  prosperity  to  its  commerce,  and  per- 
manence to  its  institutions  " 

I  have  thus ,  sir,  in  the  pleasing  performance 
of  the  duty  kindly  confided  to  me  by  my  col- 
leagues, to  whom,  and  myself,  this  memorial 
was  transmitted  for  the  purpose  of  being  pre- 
sented to  this  House,  given  a  brief  analysis  of 
the  prominent  facts  alleged  by  the  memorial- 
ists, in  their  own  language,  to  the  end  that  I 
might  not  misrepresent  their  views,  or  weaken 
the  force  of  the  arguments  advanced.  This  duty 
is  performed  the  more  willingly,  because  I  hap- 
pened to  be  the  only  member  from  Georgia 
whose  vote  was  not  recorded  upon  the  final 
question,  which  to  me  was  unexpectedly 
taken,  during  my  absence  to  meet  my  family, 
who  were  on  their  way  from  Georgia  to  this 
place,  and  because,  in  doing  so,  I  give  utter- 
ance and  publicity  to  the  convictions  of  my  own 
mind,  some  time  since  deliberately  formed,  up- 
on the  most  thorough  and  full  examination 
which  I  was  enabled  to  bestow  upon  this  im- 
portant question. 

I  regret  that  the  rules  of  the  House  will  not 
permtt  me  to  extend  my  remarks  a  little  be- 
yond the  contents  of  the  memorial,  so  that 
I  might  have  communicated  to  this  House,  and 
through  it, t  to  my  constituents;  the  vote  I 
would  have  given,  and  the  reasons  for  that  rote, 
that  they  might  have  had  an  opportunity  of  sit- 
ting in  judgment  upon  them,  but  as  I  have  been 
called  to  order,  and  as  the  House  may  be  indis- 
posed to  have  the  time  occupied  by  an  inci- 
dental discussion  of  the  main  question ,  which* 
by  its  rules  is  appropriated  to  the  presentation 
of  memorials,  I  forbear  to  remark  further,  than 
that  the  memorial  embodies  my  own  views, 
and  presents,  in  my  opinion,  the  only  question 
proper  for  the  consideration  and  action  of  Con- 
gress. If  the  reasons  assigned  for  the  remo- 
val of  the  deposites  are  insufficient,  or  if  they 
have  been  improperly  removed,  they  should 
be  restored  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
which,  as  I  have  before  remarked,  is  my  delibe- 
rate and  settled  opinion;  that  it  has  a  right  to 
their  custody  and  possession  during  the  exis- 
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I  tence  of  the  charter — a  right  resulting-  from  a 
solemn  contract,  for  a  full  and  valuable  consid- 
eration, which  the  bank  has  fulfilled  on  its  part, 
and  which  the  faith  of  the  nation  on  its  part  is 
pledged  to  maintain. 

In  relation  to  the  character  of  the  memoria- 
lists, I  will  take  leave  to  remark;  that  with 
many  of  them  I  have  the  pleasure  of  a  perso- 
nal acquaintance,  and  although  the  number  is 
not  very  large;  being  somewhat  less  than  two 
hundred,  yet  for  intelligence,  integrity  of  moral 
conduct,  and  respectability  of  character,  they 
rank  with  the  first  citizens  of  that  S'ate,  and 
are  unsurpassed  by  any  of  equal  number  in  this 
Union.  They  are  well  qualified  by  education, 
habits,  and  business,  to  trace  effects  to  their 
causes;  and  opinions,  deliberately  formed  and 
expressed  by  them,  are  entitled  to  the  highest 
consideration.  From  what  I  know  of  them,  I 
can  take  upon  me  to  assert,  which  I  do  in  my 
place,  that  they  would  be  far  above  giving  ex- 
pression and  currency  to  opinions  and  senti- 
ments, which  they  did  not  honestly  entertain; 
and  it  is  my  belief  that  the  sentiments  they 
have  expressed  are  in  accordance  with  those 
entertained  by  a  large  majority  of  the  citizens, 
not  only  of  that  State,  b"t  of  the  whole  Union. 

I  move  that  the  memorial  be  read  and  print 
ed,  together  with  the  signatures  thereto,  and 
that  it  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  POPE  presented  the  proceedings  of  a 
public  meeting  held  in  the  city  of  Louisvdle, 
in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  on  the  3d  of  April, 
1834.  He  observed,  that  the  address  and  reso- 
lutions had  been  received  by  him  more  than 
two  weeks  ago;  that  he  would  take  this  occa- 
sion to  observe,  (so  that  it  might  be  known  to 
his  constituents)  that  the  rules  of  the  House 
prohibited  the  presentation  of  memorials  and 
petitions  on  any  other  day  than  Monday;  that 
the  two  last  Mondays  bad  been  occupied  with 
the  presentation  of  memorials  from  other 
States;  and  this  was  the  very  first  opportunity 
that  had  occurred  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  P.  said  that,  so  far  as  he  could  learn, 
the  persons  composing  the  meeting  were  gen- 
tlemen of  fine  practical  sense,  of  character,  of 
substance,  and  whose  interests  were  intimately 
identified  with  the  growth  and  prosperity  of 
Louisville;  that  bad  government  and  unwise 
legislation  would  affect  their  interests  as  soon 
as  it  would  those  of  any  other  class  of  men  of 
any  other  city  ? 

He  said  that  he  had  understood  that  the  meet- 
ing was  composed  of  at  least  600  persons;  that 
they  were  animated  with  unwonted  enthusiasm, 
and  had  adopted,  with  acclamation,  the  address 
and  resolutions  which  he  had  the  honor  to  pre- 
sent. They  deprecate,  in  the  strongest  terms, 
the  course  pursued  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States;  protest  against  its  being  rechartered; 
justify  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from 
its  custody;  testify  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  rea- 
sons assigned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry for  the  act;  and  deny  the  assertions  of  a  late 
public  meeting  in  that  city,  that  there  was  a 
great  reduction  in  the  price  of  produce  and  oth- 
er articles,  and  intimate  that  they  could  only 


have  proceeded  from  a  desire  to  alarm  and  ag- 
itate the  public  mind  Mr.  P.  concluded,  by 
moving  that  the  proceedings  be  read,  laid  upcii 
the  table,  and  printed. 

Mr.  CHILTON  presented  the  memorial  of 
sundry  citizens  of  the  town  of  Brandenburg, 
and  county  of  Mead,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
remonstrating  against  the  removal  of  the  pubuc 
deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
as  an  unconstitutional  measure;  and  as  being 
calculated  to  produce  the  deepest  distress  and 
most  ruinous  consequences  in  its  operations  on 
all  the  leading  interests  of  the  country.  The 
memorial  (said  Mr.  C.)  is  couched  in  respect- 
ful terms,  as  well  towards  this  House  as  to  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States,  unless,  indeed, 
it  be  considered  disrespectful  for  the  oppressed 
to  complain;  and,  in  uttering  these  complaints, 
to  employ  the  language  of  solemn  truth;  the 
language  not  of  cringing  sycophants  or  obse- 
quious slaves,  but  of  bold  and  fearless  Ameri- 
can freemen. 

The   memorialists  state,  that   they  view  the 
act  of  the  President,  in  seizing  the  public  mo- 
ney, (through  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury)  as 
not  only  calculated  to  break  down   the   great 
ramparts  of  constitutional  liberty,  but  speedily 
to  make,  of  the   industrious   population  of  the 
|  country,   beggars  as   well  as  slaves;  if,  indeed, 
!  their  poverty  could  so  far  overcome  their  self- 
|  respect  and  personal  pride,  as  to  allow  them  to 
I  beg,  which  is  considered  rather   a  humiliating 
j  business  in  Kentucky. 

They  do  not  reiterate  the  unanswerable  argu- 
ments, contained  in  numberless  appeals  hereto- 
fore submitted  to  this  House,  from  other  quar- 
|  ters  of  the.  Union;  though  they  invoke  the  so- 
lemn and  serious  attention  of  Congress  to  those 
appeals.  Those  who  present  themselves  before 
the  House  in  this  paper,  are  a  high-minded;  in- 
dustrious ,  agricultural ,  and  trading  people.— 
They  are  blessad  with  a  fertile  soil,  bordering 
on  the  south  bank  of  that  beautiful  river,  the 
great  Ohio,  They  have  been  blessed,  until  re- 
cently, with  perfect  tranquillity  and  a  scene  of 
prosperity,  almost,  if  not  altogether  unexam- 
pled in  the  history  of  the  West.  They  had 
generally  accumulated  at  least  as  much  proper- 
ty around  them  as  was  necessary  to  rational  ease 
and  healthful  competence;  and  yet  they  express, 
fearful  apprehensions  |that  the  derangement, 
scarcity,  and  almost  entire  absence  of  a  curren- 
cy suited  to  their  avocations,  and  the  demands 
of  their  business,  will  involve  them  in  sacrifices 
and  ruin. 

They  urge  it  on  Congress,  as  the  sacred  duty 
of  patriots,  never  to  adjourn  while  the  Constitu- 
tion permits  them  to  t-it,  without  first  adopting 
some  measure  of  relief  for  their  suffering  coun- 
try. They  use  this  plain  language,  sir,  (said 
Mr.  C.)— "If  the  Executive  is  resolved  to  crush 
the  present  bank,  and  is  not  also  resolved  to  ruin 
his  country,  we  would  humbly  recommend  the 
establishment  of  a  new  bank,  provided  it  can  be 
done  on  principles  which  will  be  uniform,  and 
not  partial  in  their  consequences"  They  al- 
lege, that  men,  possessing  handsome  estates  in 
I  property,  cannot  raise  funds,  either  on  personal 
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security  or  the  credit  of  iheir  property;  but  that 
a  ruinous  sacrifice  of  the  fruits  of  their  toil  and 
laborious  industry,  reaching  even  to  fifty  per 
cent,  affords  their  only  certain,  yet  painful  reli- 
ance for  sums  which  they  are  compelled  to 
raise. 

They  state,  moreover,  that  great  as  the  dis- 
tress at  present  is,  they  are  convinced  it  must 
still  increase;  and  that,  if  the  present  policy  of 
the  Executive  be  persevered  in,  the  time  is  not  far 
distant  when  commerce  must  sicken  for  want  of 
nourishment,  and  "industry  grow  weary  fo 
want  of  motive;"  and  when  that  picture  will  be 
presented,  at  which  even  "a  feeling  monarch" 
would  relent,  that  condition  of  a  once  happy 
people  in  which  none  save  "Shylocks  and  their 
victims,  can  be  seen  on  the  Rialto." 

The  gentleman  said  Mr.  Chilton,  from  whom 
I  have  received  this  memorial ,  is  a  man  of  intel- 
ligence, and  stern  integrity.  He  is  influenced 
by  no  political  or  personal  considerations  in  this 
matter.  He  certifies,  at  the  foot  of  the  paper, 
that,  if  time  had  permitted  the  presentation  of  the 
memorial  to  the  citizens  of  Mead  county,  in 
mass,  thirty  men  could  not  have  been  found,  who 
would  have  withheld  their  signatures.  The  sig- 
natures are  between  one  and  two  hundred,  and 
among  them  I  see  the  names  of  a  numbar  of  the 
warm,  and  disinterested,  and  most  unwavering 
friends  that  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  ha3 
had,  in  any  part  of  this  country. 

Mr.  CORWIN  having  risen  to  present  a  me- 
morial, said:  I  am  charged,  Mr.  Speaker,  with 
the  duty  of  presenting  a  memorial  to  this 
House,  from  one  of  the  three  counties  compo- 
sing the  district  I  have  the  honor  to  represent. 
This  memorial  comes  from  Clinton  county,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio.  It  is  signed  (as  two  most 
respectable  gentlemen  of  the  county  inform 
me)  by  thirteen  hundred  and  one  citizens,  and 
qualified  voters  of  that  county.  These  are 
composed  of  all  the  trades  and  professions  com- 
mon to  the  country,  but  chiefly  farmers— men 
who  plough,  and  sow",  and  reap  their  own  fields. 
The  facts  they  set  forth,  and  the  opinions  they 
hold,  are  not  the  offspring  of  a  sudden  excite- 
ment, produced  by  the  agitations  that  uften 
prevail  without  cause,  in  large  and  populous  ci- 
ties, but  the  deliberate,  well  considered  judg- 
ment, of  each  .man's  own  unbiased  understan- 
ding. 

Gentlemen  who  have  11.1t  looked  closely  into 
the  habits  and  pursuits  of  the  people  who  in- 
habit the  interior  agricultural  regions  of  the 
west,  can  have  but  a  faint  idea  of  their  true 
character.  On  a  footing  of  the  most  perfect 
equality  in  all  their  civil  and  political  rights  ; 
independent  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word  ; 
their  own  labor  crowned  with  the  common  bles- 
sing of  Providence,  places  them  beyond  all 
dependence  upon  mortal  man. 

Such,  emphatically,  are  those  whose  prayer 
I  now  present  to  this  House.  Their  minds  in- 
vigorated and  purified  by  healthful,  innocent 
labor,  are  not  subject  to  artificial  and  unnatural 
excitements;  nor  can  such  a  people  be  subject 
to  that  most  vulgar  intemperance  of  a  deranged 
heart— a  diseased  craving  after  notoriety,  and 


the  miserable  indulgences  ©f  mere  worldly  dis- 
tinction . 

These  memorialists  assert,  that,  within  the 
last  few  months,  they  have  experienced  great 
scarcity  of  money,  and  depression  of  prices  of 
all  the  p  roductions  of  their  country.  The  ex- 
istence of  those  evils  has  been  often  denied 
here.  I  now  offer  to  prove  them  by  thirteen 
hundred  witnesses,  as  respectable  as  any  equal 
number  to  be  found  in  America.  These,  sir, 
are  not  the  assertions  of  a  party.  At  a  late  elec- 
tion in  that  county  for  representatives  to  the 
State  Legislature,  there  were  polied  1410  votes 
— 1301  voters  of  the  same  county  sign  this  me- 
morial. This  exhibits  an  unanimity  not  to  be 
found  where  political  party  machinery  is  at 
work. 

They  pray  you  to  restore  the  public  moneys 
to  the  custody  of  the  United  States  Bank  ;  and, 
believing  a  National  Bank  to  be  a  national  bene- 
fit, they  ask  a  recharter  of  the  old,  or  the  esta- 
blishment, by  law,  of  a  similar  institution.  I 
need  not  add,  that,  next  to  the  approbation  of 
my  own  conscience,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  find 
that  I  am  sustained  in  the  course  I  have  pursu- 
ed here  on  these  great  and  exciting  subjects, 
by  so  large  and  respectable  a  portion  of  my  con- 
stituents. I  move  the  memorial  be  laid  on  the 
table  and  printed. 

"When  the  State  of  Louisiana  was  called, 
Mr.  WHITE,  of  Louisiana,  rose  and  said- 
Mr.  Speaker:  I  have  now  to  do,  by  request, 
what  bo  many  gentlemen  before  me  have  had  to 
do  during  the  sesion:  bringing  before  the  House 
the  result  of  some  popular  proceedings,  grow- 
ing out  of  the  state  of  the  country.  I  should 
have  been  very  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  pre- 
sent them,  before  the  vote  was  taken  on  the 
proposition  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means;  but  that  was  impossible,  and  I  might, 
perhaps,  at  this  late  hour  have  deliberated  on 
the  propriety  of  presenting  them  at  all,  but  for 
the  fact,  that  all  subsequent  information  has 
been  to  me  a  re-affirmance  of  whatever  is  sta- 
ted in  these  papers.  For  this  reason,  as  well 
as  from  respect  for  the  solemnity  of  the  occa- 
sion, and  for  the  tone  of  dignity  which  appears 
to  have  marked  the  deliberations,  I  deem  it 
proper  for  me  to  submt  a  summary  view  of  the 
sentiments  and  opinions  expressed  by  the  me- 
morialists. 

Sir,  the  shock  that  has  been  given  to  credit, 
and  its  consequent  pressure  on  the  money  mar- 
ket, is  now,  I  believe,  universally  admitted. — 
It  is  felt,  and  intensely  felt,  by  the  commercial 
city  at  the  very  southmost  point  in  the  Union. 
The  city  of  New  Orleans  feels  its  effects  as  dis- 
astrously as  they  have  been  experienced  by  any 
of  the,  towns  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard.  The 
people  there,  convinced  of  the  injury  that  is  in- 
flicted on  them,  have  met  together,  and  have 
directed  me  to  claim  for  them  the  common  pri- 
vilege of  being  heard  here,  on  this  topic  of 
pregnant  interest. 

Is  there,  in  fact,  any  unusual  pecuniary  dis- 
tress at  this  moment  ?  And  if  there  is,  what  are 
its  real  assignable  causes?  These  are  the  points 
to  which  they  have  directed  their  inquiries,and 
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on  which  they  have  chosen  to  express  their 
opinion — a  temperate,  dispassionate,  ingenu- 
ous opinion — through  the  ordinary  medium  of 
resolutions  adopted,  and  a  memorial  to  Con- 
gress, the  only  tribunal  to  which  they  feel 
themselves  authorized  to  look  for  an  adequate 
redress  of  their  grievances. 

Does  any  unwonted  embarrassment  prevail 
through  the  country?  Why,  for  more  than  four 
months,  the  walls  of  both  branches  of  Con- 
gress have  not  ceased  to  reverberate  to  the 
voice  of  suffering  and  complaint;  and  what- 
ever is  affirmed  of  distress  elsewhere,  is  too 
severely  true  when  predicted  of  the  city  of 
New  Orleans. 

Sir,  said  he,  when  the  demonstration  was 
first  made  on  the  bank,  it  was  confidently 
believed  by  many,  that  this  favored  city,  and 
ita  circumjacent  country,  would  probably  es- 
cape some  of  the  worst  consequences  jf  the 
measure.  There  were  many  plausible  reasons 
on  which  to  found  such  an  opinion. 

The  remoteness  of  its  geographical  position: 
its  peculiar  commercial  advantages:  its  relative 
proximity  to  Mexico  and  South  America,  and  the 
constant  supply  of  the  precious  metals  drawn 
from  her  trade  with  thosefgold-yielding  regions: 
the  intrinsic  value  of  our  staple  products,  one  of 
them  almost  •xclusively  our  own:  and  more, 
perhaps,  than  all  the  rest,  the  vast  amount  of 
capital  in  the  State  institutions.  If  more  than 
twenty  millions  of  dollars  accumulated  for  State 
banking  purposes,  and  in  the  course  of  actual 
dissemination  within  that  narrow  circle,  could 
be  deemed  as  affording  any  pledge  of  an  exemp- 
tion from  an  impending  pecuniary  pressure, 
that  pledge  we  had  a  right  to  regard  as  ours. 

These  elements  of  prosperity  were  all  actively 
and  harmoniously  employed,  working  on  their 
legitimate  results.  There  was  concert,  entire 
concert  of  action  between  the  State  banks 
and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Com- 
mercial exchanges  were  facilitated;  a  whole- 
some currency  was  upheld;  the  merchant  was 
enabled  to  negociate  for  the  wants  of  the  plan- 
ter; the  productions  of  the  country  were  going 
off  rapidly,  and  at  liberal  prices;  works  of  indi- 
vidual enterprise,  and  of  public  utility,  were  in 
successful  progression. 

Such  as  I  have  imperfectly  depicted  it  was  the 
aspect  of  things  at  New  Orleans — it  was  no 
doubt  but  the  counterpart  of  what  was  seen 
every  where,  when  the  inauspicious  blow  fell. — 
The  new  charter  voted  by  Congress  was  nega- 
tived, and  in  quick  succession  came  the  man- 
date for  the  transfer  of  the  funds.  Then  it  was, 
aa  they  say  themselves,  that  the  storm  came 
upon  them.  Confidence,  was  shaken,  industry 
waa  checked,  commerce  brought  to  a  pause. 
The  products  of  the  soil  immediately  began  to 
depreciate.  One  of  our  principal  articles,  to 
which  a  combination  of  circumstances,  in  the 
early  season,  seemed  to  promise  brisk  demand 
and  high  prices,  because  dull  and  unsaleable, 

The  great  staple  of  cotton  soon  fell  fifty  per 
cent,  from  the  price  at  which  it  opened  with  the 
new  crop.     This  depression,   indeed,  they   as- 


Europe,  but  they  do  give  it  aa  their  deliberate 
opinion — the  opinion  of  practiced,  observant 
merchants— that  so  much  of  the  diminution  as 
is  fairly  imputable  to  the  disturbance  of  the  ac- 
customed operations  of  the  bank,  has  produced 
an  aggregate  loss  on  the  cotton,  which  seeks  a 
market  at  New  Orleans,  of  four  millions  of  dol- 
lars. A  fearful  loss  on  one  article,  in  one  season, 
and  at  a  single  mart ! 

Sir,  this  is  a  melancholy  exhibit,  yet  sombre 
as  the  picture  is,it  is  brightness  to  the  deep  per- 
spective which  lies  farther  onward,  if  your  ten- 
dencies continue.  And  what  is  to  rescue  the 
people  from  the  abyss  which  yawns  before 
them  ?  What  measure  of  redress  do  they  them- 
selves devise?  A  very  simple  remedy— the 
most  natural  one  in  the  world — the  same  which 
has  occured  to  every  one — to  remove  the  offend- 
ing cause.  The  infelicitous  circumstances  have 
been  produced  by,  or  at  any  rate  they  are  the 
concomitants  of,  the  belligerency  with  the  bank; 
they  look  with  earnest  solicitude  for  prelimina- 
riea  of  peace  ;  they  interpose  a  prayer  for  a  ces 
sation  of  hostilities ;  they  adjure  Congress  to  re- 
turn the  moneys  to  the  usual  depository,  and  to 
create  a  National  Bank,  to  go  into  operation  on 
the  expiration  of  the  one  now  in  exis<  ence.  The 
best  and  most  evident  policy,  they  think,  would 
be  the  renovation  of  the  old  one,  which  has 
been  fully  tried,  and  has  shown  itself  equal  to 
every  exigency. 

They  say  nothing  as  to  the  reasons  assigned 
by  the  Secretary  for  the  removal,  nor  am  I  dis- 
posed to  animadvert  on  the  act.  1  may  not  have 
agreed  with  some  gentlemen. 

[Mr.  W.  was  here  called  to  order  by  the  Chair, 
and  reminded  of  the  rule,  permitting  nothing 
more  than  a  statement  of  the  substance  of  the 
memorial.     Cries  of  "go  on,  go  on."] 

Sir,  said  he,  I  was  aware  of  the  rule,  but  was 
not  aware  I  was  transgressing  it.  I  will,  how- 
ever, move  for  its  suspension. 

[The  question  was  put  and  cariied;  more  than 
two  thirds  voting  in  the  affirmative  ] 

As  I  was  observing  said  he,  1  may  not  have 
concurred  with  some  as  to  the  cogency  of  the  Se- 
cretary's reasons,  or  I  may  have  deemed  the  act 
an  improvident  one,  but  I  never  doubted  but  that 
it  was  dono  on  conviction.  I  am  not  predisposed 
by  temperament  to  lay  criminality  to  the  account 
of  functionaries  performing  high,  responsible,  and 
often  arduous  public  duties.  I  may  differ  from 
them,  as  they  may  differ  from  me,  but  as  I  should 
be  loath,  in  my  own  case,  to  admit  the  actuation 
of  purposes  base,  treacherous,  or  dishonorable,  I 
am  bound  in  common  justice  to  abstain  from  the 
imputation  of  motives  of  conduct  to  otheis  which 
I  should  repudiate  in  myself. 

In  fact,  said  he,  I  regard  the  transfer  of  thede- 
posites  as  a  mere  incident  in  the  drama.  The 
grand  argument  of  the  public  distress  is  drawn 
from  the  attack  on  the  bank  itself.  The  citadel 
of  public  confidence  is  assaulted,  hence  the  con- 
sternation which  pervades  the  country.  A  bank, 
therefore,  a  bank  is  what  the  people  require,  and 
what,  I  feel  assured,  sooner  or  later  they  will 
have.     The  voice  which  speaks  it,  comes  in  ac- 
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Indeed,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  conceive 
bow  the  Government  can  get  along  at  all,  with- 
out the  aid  of  a  National  Bank  to  carry  on  its 
financial  operations;  scarcely  a  greater  puzzle 
than  to  tell  how  to  distribute  justice  without  the 
help  of  courts  of  justice.  It  is  as  much  the  pro- 
vince of  Government  to  regulate  currency  as  to 
regulate  conduct — command  what  is  right,  pro- 
hibit what  is  wrong,  in  one  as  well  as  in  the  oth- 
er. Among  its  especial  constitutional  attributes, 
is  the  right  to  regulate  the  value  of  coin,  borrow 
money,  emit  bills  of  credit;  and  how  is  it  to  per 
ibnn  these  functions,  but  through  the  agency  of 
a  properiy  organized  fiscal  institution?  About 
as  well  might,  it  assume  to  exercise  that  general 
judicial  control  contemplated  by  the  Constitution, 
punish  offences  on  the  high  seas,  enforce  con- 
tracts between  the  citizens  of  different  States, 
without  the  intervention  of  a  Federal  judicature, 
as  to  dream  of  managing  the  moneyed  concerns 
of  the  nation,  without  the  aid  of  a  National 
Bank. 

Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  W.,  I  have  thought 
~pr©per  to  advert  thus  briefly  to  some  of  the 
leading  considerations  of  the  memorial.  1  have 
contented  myself  with  a  glance  at  some  of  the 
su-guments  in  their  support.  I  have  sought  to 
give  extension  to  none.  Beyond  this,  I  will  only 
beg  leave  to  trespass  for  a  few  moments  on  the 
indulgence  of  the  House,  while  I  follow  the  fash 
ion,  and  do  a9  others  visually  do,  in  saying  a  few 
words  as  to  the  persons,  their  number,  their 
character,  with  whom  these  proceedings  origi- 
nated. 

Numerically  speaking,  he  said  he  did  not 
profess  to  be  accurately  informed.  He  had  not 
set  himself  to  the  task  of  coun'ing,  nor  did  he 
deem  the  enumeration  important.  He  would 
barely  mention,  that  the  meeting  was  a  numer- 
ous one,  an  overwhelming  one,  tor  the  popula- 
tion of  the  city. 

As  to  the  character  and  qualities,  social,moral 
or  political,  of  those  who  composed  the  assem- 
blage, he  offered  no  encomiums.  That  would 
be  entirely  to  transcend  his  mandate.  They 
eame  here  for  justice,  not  eulogy.  It  would  be 
quite  sufficient  for  him  to  say,  that  they  were 
American  citizens,  intelligent  as  American  citi- 
zens are, clear  sighted  as  any  on  whatever  affects 
their  interests,  men  who  know  their  rights,  and 
knowing,  will  assert  them. 

Sir,  said  he,  there  is  one  other  thing,  or  rather 
word,  which,  if  not  of  recent  coinage,  is  of  very 
familiar  use,  in  connextion  with  the  recent  inci- 
dents— party!  \\  henever  any  portion  of  the 
people  choose  to  prefer  a  complaint  here,  it  is 
sure  to  be  stigmatized,  from  some  quarter,  as  an 
emanation  of  party — a  thing  got  up  for  indirect 
and  party  purposes.  In  presenting  their  peti- 
tions, gentlemen  generally  act  as  if  they  strove 
to  f  orstall  the  obloquy,  by  disclaiming  the  party 
motive— done  without  distinction^  party. 

Now  what,  he  would  ask,  was  party,  but  the 
division,  the  severance  of  opinion,  in  relation  to 
men  or  to  measures?  In  the  matter  of  a  bank, 
what  party  can  there  be,  other  than  the  party 
composed  of  those  in  favor  of  the  bank,  or  the 
party  made  up  of  those  adverse  to  such  an  insti- 


tution? What  is  a  bank  question  but  a  question 
of  currency?  What  is  a  question  of  currency  but 
a  question  of  money?  The  question  of  money  is  a 
question  of  comfort,  convenience,  worldly  inde- 
pendence. Such  a  question  as  this  i9  no  seconda- 
ry, subordinate  question.  It  is  an  interest  which 
goes  before,  and  takes  precedence  of  all  others. 
Any  other  feeling  or  passion  may  be  made  subsi- 
dary  to  it — itself  the  handmaid  to  none.  I,  there- 
fore, make  no  disclaimer  of  party  in  favor  of  these 
proceedings;  on  the  contrary,  I  offer  them  as  the 
doings  of  a  party,  the  handiwork  of  men  unani- 
mously and  strenuously  in  favor  of  a  National 
bank. 

If  the  word  parly  is  used  as  descriptive  of 
those  who,  at  any  past  election,  voted  for  or 
against  the  elevation  of  any  Chief  Magistrate, 
then  I  would  leave  every  gentleman  free  to 
draw  the  inferences  most  agreeable  to  himself; 
for  I  profess  to  be  wholly  uniformed  in  this  re- 
spect. I  know  many,  very  many,  of  them  per- 
sonally, but  I  do  not  know  how  any  of  them 
voted  at  any  past  election.  What  right  have 
I,  what  right  has  any  one,  to  know,  or  to  care, 
how  any  other  person  may  have  chosen  to  ex- 
ercise his  own  sacred,  unquestionable  political 
franchise?  In  my  judgment,  it  is  no  legitimate 
subject  of  inquiry  at  all.  The  notion  of  ac- 
countability by  the  people  for  their  choice  in 
the  selection  of  their  own  public  servants — the 
idea  that  the  citizen  is  to  be  more  or  less  enti- 
tled to  confidence  and  regard;  his  voice  to  be 
heard,  or  to  be  unheeded  in  the  councils  of  his 
country,  according  as  he  may  have  voted  for 
this  or  that  candidate  for  office,  is  a  monstrous 
heresy,  at  war  with  every  theory  of  rational  lib- 
erty7; a  vile  canker  worm  in  the  root,  which,  if 
it  be  suffered  to  keep  its  abiding  place,  must 
inevitably  sap  and  destroy  the  whole  tree,  stem, 
branches,  and  alL. 

If  the  term  party  is  employed  to  convey  the 
idea  of  persons  supposed  to  be  inimical  to 
General  Jackson ,  and  who,  in  the  recklessness 
of  opposition,  would  be  glad  to  have  hi  <n  in 
the  Presidency,  do  what  ought  not  to  be  done, 
or  leave  undone  what  ought  to  be  done;  then  I 
hesitate  not  to  say,  it  has  no  application  to  the 
occasion,  or  to  the  men  who  were  instrumental 
in  getting  up  these  resolutions. 

I  speak  from  individual  assurance,  as  well  as 
from  general  knowledge  of  character.  The 
names  of  those  who  were  prominent  is  warrant 
enough  to  me  for  the  assertion.  The  very 
gentleman  who  presided  at  the  meeting,  I  know 
to  be  one,  than  whom  no  other  in  the  nation 
would  exult  more  truly  to  see  such  a  course  of 
policy  pursued  as  mijjht  redound  at  once  to 
the  advantage  of  the  country  and  the  glory  of 
the  incumbent  of  the  Executive  Chair. 

Malevolence  towards  Generel  Jackson  ! 
Why,  sir,  the  name  of  Jackson  is  associated 
with  the  hoarded  recollections  of  that  people. 
They  cannot  look,  without  remembrance  of 
Jackson,  on  those  very  fields  where  he  reaped 
that  rich  harvest  of  renown,  i  i  which  they 
too  were  sharers  to  some  small  extent.  We 
can  never  forget,  that  from  the  time  when,  at 
dead  of  night,  the  enemy's  tramp  was  heard 
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on  our  shore,  it  was  the  sword  of  Jackson 
that  pointed  the  way,  till  the  invader  was 
driven  back  to  his  fastnesses  on  the  sea.  Or. 
every  annual  return  of  the  day,  while  the 
deeds  that  were  done  are  repeated,  and  the 
holy  anthem  peals  along:  the  aisles,  bearing 
up  to  Heaven  the  te  deum  laudamus  for  the 
deliverance,  the  spirit  of  Jackson  seems  to  be 
there,  presiding  over  the  solemn  commemora- 
tion. 

Mr.  Speaker,  said  he,  I  have  thought  it 
incumbent  on  me  to  say  this  much,  out  of 
regard  to  truth,  and  in  dtference  to  the  feel- 
ings of  those  who  have  entrusted  me  with 
these  proceedings  I  fain  would  impress  the 
fact,  that  neither  they,  in  bringing  the  reso- 
lution forward,  nor  their  Representative  in 
presenting  them,  have  been  actuated  by  any 
covert  unavowed  purpose.  They  have  thought 
fit  to  lay  before  the  legislature  of  their  coun- 
try the  result  of  their  experience,  on  a  sub- 
ject of  grave  impori — he  has  sought  to  per- 
form a  duty  incident  to  the  situation  in  which 
he  is  placed. 

Jt  only  remains  to  give  the  proper  direction. 
A  proposition  has  been  laid  on  the  table, 
for  a  committee  to  secure  to  the  people  the 
benefits  of  a  National  Bank.  I  move  that  the 
resolutions  and  memorial  be  printed,  with  the 
intention,  when  that  committeeshall  be  raised, 
of  having  them  called  up  and  referred  to  the 
same. 

It  was  ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  WAYNE  presented  a  memorial  of  other 
citizens  of  Savannah,  in  the  State  of  Georgia, 
opposing  a  restoration  of  the  deposites  of  the 
public  money  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
which  memorial  w:is  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  GARLAND  presented  a  petition  of  inha 
bitants  of  the  parishes  of  Clairborne  and  Was- 
chitaw,  in  the  Stale  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  KINNARD  presented  a  petition  of  inha- 
bitants of  Bartholomew  county,  in  the  State  of 
Indiana. 

Mr.  CAGE  presented  a  petition  of  inhabitants 
of  Rankin  county,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Mr.  CASEY  presented  a  petition  of  inhabit- 
ants of  Edgar  county,  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  MARDIS  presented  a  petition  of  inhabit- 
ants of  Benton  county,  in  the  State  of  Alabama, 
praying  respectively    for  the  establishment  of 
certain   post  routes  therein  designated  and  de 
scribed. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  presented  a  petition  of  Eli 
and  Brinkley  Davis,  praying  to  be  released  from 
their  liabilities  as  securities  of  Wallace  Rea,  de 
ceased,  late  Postmaster  at  Rockville,  in  the 
State  of  Indiana. 

Ordered  that  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ASHLEY, 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Mills  and  Wet 
zell,    presented  February   20,  1832,  be   again 
presented  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Memorials,  petitions,  and  resolutions  in  favor 


of  a  restoration  of  the  public  deposites  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  praying  Con- 
gress to  adopt  measures  to  correct  the  derange- 
ments in  the  money  concerns  of  the  country, 
and  to  restore  currency  and  trade  to  their  ac- 
customed channels,  were  presented  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  MITCHELL,  of  Ohio, 

A  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Licking,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorials  do  lie  on 
the  table. 

Memorials,  petitions,  and  resolutions  in  favor 
of  a  restoration  of  the  deposites  of  the  public 
money  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  a  renewal  or  extension  of  the  charter  of  said 
bank,  or  the  incorporation  of  another  bank,  to 
go  into  operation  when  the  charter  of  the  pre- 
sent Bank  of  the  United  States  shall  expire, 
was  presented  as  follows,  viz  : 

By  Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON, 

Memorials  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Grant,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky. 

By  Mr.  A.  DAVIS, 

A  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Greenup  and  Lawrence  in  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

By  Mr.  VANCE, 

A  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Champaign,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

By  Mr.  MURPHY, 

A  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Dallas,  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorials  lie  on  the 
table. 

After  some  further  proceeding,  the  House 
adjourned. 


SENATE. 
Tuesday,  April  29,  1834. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  the  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  in  accordance  with 
a  resolution  of  the  11th  inst.  and  with  statements 
up  to  the  28th  inst.  inclusive,  of  the  number  of 
memorialists  for  and  against  the  Executive  mea- 
sures in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

Mr.  President:  I  have  been  requested  to 
present  to  the  Senate  memorials  from  the  towns 
of  Somer-worth  and  Dover,  in  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire,  upon  the  subject  of  the  gene- 
ral distress,  inflicted  upon  the  country  by  a  late 
unjustifiable  act  of  the  Executive.  The  me- 
morial from  Somersworth  contains  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  signatures,  and  that  from  Dover 
more  than  five  hundred.  The  character,  situa- 
tion and  employments  of  these  memorialists,  en- 
title their  statements  and  opinions  to  the  most 
respectful  consideration. 

The  citizens  of  these  towns  are  as  intelligent, 
moral,  and  industrious,  as  any  other  portion  of 
the  population  of  our  country.  These  are 
manufacturing  towns,  extensively  engaged  in 
the  cotton  and  woollen  manufactures.  Their 
establishments  for  carrying  on  these  manufac- 
tures are  amongst  the  largest  in  the  United 
States.  They  have  been  brought  to  their  pre- 
sent condition  by  an  expenditure  approaching 
to  four  millions  of  dollars.     When  in  full  ope- 
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ration,  they  give  employment  to  three  thou- 
sand persons.  They  pay  annually  in  wages 
near  half  a  million  of  dollars.  They  have  af- 
forded a  very  valuable  market  to  the  agricul- 
turalists of  the  surrounding  country.  The  ad- 
vantages derived  from  this  market  are  appar- 
ent in  the  improved  and  prosperous  condition 
of  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  these  towns. 

These  memorials  are  not  in  the  same  words, 
but  they  state  substantially  the  same  facts, 
express  similar  opinions,  and  solicit  the  same 
measures  of  relief. 

The  memorialists  represent  that  f  business 
of  all  kinds  is  suffering  under  a  most  severe 
and  unparalleled  depression. 

They  say ,  until  the  removal  of  the  Govern- 
ment deposite  from  the  United  States  Bank, 
prosperity  and  an  active  spirit  of  enterprise 
pervaded  the  community  in  their  vicinity;  that 
the  price  of  labor  was  unusually  high,  that 
trade,  agriculture,  and  the  mechanic  arts,  re- 
warded those  who  pursued  them  by  liberal  pro- 
fits. The  memorialists  assert,  that  since  the 
adoption  by  the  Executive  of  those  measures 
which  have  produced  a  derangement  of  the 
currency,  every  kind  of  business  and  enterprise 
has  been  rapidly  declining,  until  every  depart- 
ment of  industry  and  exertion  seems  to  be  com- 
pletely paralyzed.  The  price  of  labor  has 
fallen,  and  the  demand  for  it  so  diminished,  as 
to  leave  the  industrious  without  profitable  em- 
ployment. The  profits  of  trade  and  manu- 
iactures  are  diminished  almost  to  nothing,  and 
in  many  instances  are  turned  into  positive  loss, 
and  that  a  general  feeling  of  insecurity  and  dis- 
trust pervades  the  community.  The  memori- 
alise add,  that  their  manufacturing  establish- 
ments must  inevitably  stop  their  operations,  un- 
less a  favorable  change  is  speedily  effected  in 
the  financial  affairs  of  the  country  so  as  to  ena- 
ble them  to  make  sales  of  their  manufactured 
goods  and  pay  their  laborers.  They  have, 
they  say,already  begun  to  discharge  their  hands, 
and  that  families  already  begin  to  feel  distress 
for  want  of  employment,  whereby  to  earn  the 
neceasaries  of  life. 

The  memorialists  declare  that  if  these  evils 
were  pressing  upon  them  from  natural  and  in- 
evitable causes,  they  would  bear  their  suffer- 
ings, however  great,  with  patience  and  with- 
out complaint;  butsthey  sincerely  believe,  that 
the  embarrassment  and  distress,  which  univer- 
sally pervades  the  country,  can  be  distinctly 
traced  to  the  extraordinary  assumption  of  pow- 
er by  the  Executive  over  the  Treasury  of  the 
nation  and  the  currency  of  the  country.  And 
they  respectfully,  yet  most  solemnly,  protest 
against  the  right  of  any  individual,  however 
exalted  his  station,  to  put  at  hazard  the  vital 
interests  of  the  country,  by  experiments  on 
the  currency. 

The  memorialists  conclude  by  asking  Con- 
gress to  take  such  measures  as  shall  restore  the 
currency  to  i's  accustomed  channels,and  there- 
by relieve  the  country  from  its  present  dis- 
tress, and  the  apprehension  of  still  greater 
evils.  I  have  recently  had  an  opportunity  of 
obtaining  information  of  the  present  situation 


and  prospects  of  the  manufacturers  of  cotton 
and  woollen   goods  in  New   England?  and  I 
fully  concur  in  the  views  and  opinions  express. 
ed  by  the  memorialists  respecting  them.    I  be- 
lieve with  them,  that  any  considerable  duration 
of  the  present  state  of  the  currency  and  the 
want  of  confidence  resulting  from   it,  will  ine 
vitably  put  a  stop  to  all  these  manufacturinj 
establishments,  excepting  such  as  are   owne< 
bv  wealthy  capitalists.     No  other  branches  c 
industry  will  suffer  so  extensively  and  rwinous 
ly  as  these  must  from  an  adherence  to  this  Ex- 
ecutive experiment  upon  the  currency.     Thit 
will  necessarily  result  from  the  nature  of  the 
business,and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  general 
ly  conducted. 

These  manufactures  are  carried  on  chiefly 
by  incorporated  companies,  which  have  in  ad 
dition  to  their  fixed  capital,  consisting  of  build 
ings  and  machinery,  a  small  money  capital, suf 
ficient  only  for  the  management  of  their  busi 
ness  by  the  aid  of  the  customary  credits.  Their 
manufactured  goods  are  generally  sent  to  com- 
mission merchants  in  the  cities  on  the  seaboard 
from  Boston  to  Baltimore.  The  commission 
merchant  advances  to  the  manufacturer,  upon 
the  receipt  of  the  goods,a  considerable  portion 
of  their  value.  He  sells  generally  upon  a  cre- 
dit, and  guaranties  the  solvency  of  the  purcha- 
ser, for  which  he  receives  an  indemnity  in  the 
form  of  a  commission  upon  the  sale.  This  is 
the  manner  in  which  this  business  has  been  ge- 
nerally conduted  by  most  of  the  large,and  near- 
ly all  the  small,  manufacturing  establishments. 
It  can  no  longer  be  conducted  advantageously 
in  this  way. 

The  commission  merchant  is  unable  to  make 
the  customary  advances  to  the  manufacturer, 
upon  the  receipt  of  his  goods,bccause  the  banks 
decline  to  make  to  him  the  usual  discounts. 
He  is  even  unwilling  to  take  the  responsibility 
of  guarantying  the  solvency  of  his  purchasing 
customer,  from  the  increased  hazard  of  failure, 
resulting  from  the  state  of  the  currency  and  the 
general  want  of  confidence. 

We  have,  for  several  years,  manufactured 
coarse  cotton  goods,  to  an  amount  far  beyond  a 
supply  of  the  wants  of  the  United  States.  This 
surplus  has  been  regularly  sent  to  foreign  mar- 
kets, and  sold  at  a  remunerating  price.  The 
exportation  of  these  goods  is  now  greatly  di- 
minished, not  because  of  a  reduction  of  their 
price  in  foreign  markets,  for  these  prices  are 
not  materially  changed;  but  because  the  ex- 
porting merchant  is  crippled  in  his  means  of 
purchasing.  He  cannot,  as  formerly,  obtain 
loans  at  the  banks,  and  his  fears  of  increasing 
embarrassments  and  want  of  confidence,  damp 
his  spirit  of  enterprise,  and  induce  him  to  pro- 
vide for  his  own  safety  by  contracting  his  busi- 
ness. The  warehouse  of  the  manufacturer  is 
full  of  goods,  for  which  he  cannot  find  a  mar- 
ket. The  stock  necessary  to  continue  his  bu- 
ness,  can  be  obtained  only  for  cash,  or  at  best 
on  a  short  credit.  The  banks,  where  he  has  i 
usually  obtained  loans,  refuse  to  increase  them  i 
in  proportion  to  his  increased  necessities.  Their 
own  situation  not  only  compels  them  to  refuse  i 
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w  loans,  but  induces  them  to  call  in  a  propor- 
in  of  those  which  had  been  previously  made. 
In  consequence  of  these  embarrassments,  re- 
nting necessarily  from  this  unjustifiable  act  of 
le  Executive,  many  of  the  manufacturing  es- 
blishments  of  New  England  have  been   com- 
elled  to  suspend,  either  p&rtiaily  or  entirely, 
leir  operations.     It  has  been  stated,  upon  good 
uthority,  that  more  than  seventy  thousand  cot- 
jn  spindles  have  been   stopped  in  the  vicinity 
f  Providence,  in  Rhode   Island,  alone.     It  is 
-ithin  my  knowledge,  that  many  of  the  facto- 
rs in  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  have 
ispended  their  business,  and  that  many  others 
lave  determined  to  dismiss  their   laborers  and 
Hose  their  factories,  unless  a  speedy  change  in 
■leir  prospects  shall  prevent  it.     An  entire  pros- 
•ation  of  this  great  interest  will   probably  re- 
|llt,  from  this  high-handed   and   unauthorized 
let  of  the  Executive,  unless  measures  are  spee- 
■ily  adopted  to  relieve  the  country  from  the  evils 
i  hich  it  has  produced. 

i  Those  who  believe  that  the  existing  distress 
I  confined  to  the  cities,  and  that  it   will  soon 
ibside  without  legislative  interference,  will  in 
ne  time,  discover  the  fallacy  of  that  opinion. 
I'he  cities  are  indeed  the   first  to   suffer  from 
lich  causes,  but  the  solvent  city  merchant  soon 
slievrs  himself  by  contracting  his  business,  and 
My  calling  upon  the  country  trader,  to  whom 
le  has  given  credit,  for  payment.    The  country 
ader  calls   upon   the  agriculturalist,  the  me- 
lanic,  the  laborer,  and  the   manufacturer,  to 
\ horn  he  had  given  credit,  to  furnish  him  the 
leans  of  paying  his  city  creditor.     The  agri- 
ilturalist,  from  the  lessened  demand  for,  and 
•duced  price  of,his  produce,  the  mechanic  and 
ie  laborer  from  diminished  employment  and 
duced  wages,  and  the  manufacturer, from  the 
ntire  suspension  or  reduced  profits  of  his  bu- 
ness,  are  unable  to  respond  to  his  calls  with- 
it  making  ruinous  sacrifices.   Thus  that  which 
rings  partial  relief  to  the  city,    transfers  the 
istress  to  the  country.       Evils  like  this  are 
sver  of  short  duration. 

Years  will  probably  pass  away  before  the 
Wintry  will  be  restored  to  that  prosperity 
om  which  this  unjustifiable  and  vindictive  act 
T  the  Executive  has  precipitated  it.  This 
xecutive  experiment  has  already  thrown  thou. 
nds  of  families  out  of  those  employments 
hich  afforded  their  only  means  of  obtaining  a 
>mfortable  support, and  if  persisted  in,  will  ex- 
nd  to  the  remotest  districts  of  the  country, 
id  bring  distress  and  ruin  upon  all  classes  ex- 
epting  the  rich  moneyed  capitalist  and  the 
.laried  office  holder. 

They  were  read,  referred,  and  ordered  to  be 
tinted. 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  to  take  up  the  report  con- 
lining  an  account  of  the  aggregate  number  of 
(dividual?  who  had  signed  memorials  for  and 
gainst  the  United  States  Bank.  By  the  re- 
ort,  it  appeared  that  114,914  persons  had 
etitioned  for  relief  from  the  distress  conse- 
uent  upon  the  late  act  of  the  Executive,  and 
,721  had  presented  memorials  of  an  opposite 


character.     Mr.  C.  moved  that  the   report  be 
printed,  with  1000  additional  copies. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  would  like  to  know  how 
many  persons  had  signed  memorials  from  the 
city  of  Philadelphia. 

The  Secretary  intimated  that  he  could  not 
immediately  give  this  information.  Theaccount 
of  the  meetings  in  Philadelphia  was  not  in  a 
condensed  form — was  scattered  over  the  re- 
port. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  then,  with  the  permission 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  would  move  to 
lay  the  report  on  the  table  until  tomorrow. 
He  would  examine  it  in  the  mean  time,  and 
procure  the  information  he  required. 

Mr.  CLAY  had  no  objection. 

Mr.  W1LKINS  moved  to  take  up  for  conside- 
ration the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Hanover,  which,  on  motion  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clai,)  had  been  laid 
on  the  table  on  Friday  last. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER,  with  the  leave  of  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  would  make  a  re- 
port. The  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  235  Poles, 
recently  arrived  in  this  country,  had  intrusted 
him  to  make  a  report,  accompanied  with  a  bill. 
The  committee  did  not  recognize  the  policy  of 
granting  land,  generally,  to  foreigners  who 
sought  refuge  on  these  shores;  but  were  of  opi- 
nion that  an  exception  should  be  made  in  favor 
of  the  gallant  and  unfortunate  strangers,  in  the 
present  case.  After  passing  an  eulogium  upon 
Poland  and  her  noble  sons,  the  report  went  on 
to  describe  the  peculiar  case  of  the  petitioners, 
and  concluded  by  recommending  that  a  portion 
of  land  be  granted  to  them  in  Michigan,  or 
some  other  suitable  Territory.  Mr.  P.  said  he 
would  ask,  that  the  bill  he  had  presented  be 
made  a  special  order  for  Thursday  week.  If 
any  thing  were  done  in  this  matter,  it  was  ne- 
cessary that  it  should  be  done  quickly.  The 
early  attention  of  the  Senate  would  enable  the 
House  to  act  upon  the  subject  during  the  pre- 
sent session. 

The  proposition  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Mississippi,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILKINS  moved  to  take  up  the  consid- 
eration of  the  resolutions  from  Hanover,  in  Penn- 
sylvania. 

This  being  ordered — 

Mr.  WILKINS  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
first  clause  in  the  resolution. 

The  clause  being  read  by  the  clerk, 

Mr.  WILKINS  said,  the  first  clause  in  these 
resolutions  had  attracted  his  attention,  as  having 
led  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky  into 
a  misapprehension  of  the  character  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Pennsylvania.  He  (Mr.  Clay)  could  not 
have  committed  a  greater  error  than  to  call  him 
time-serving  or  vascillating.  He  was  not  time- 
serving or  vascillating.  He  was  firm,  decided , 
steady,  and  persevering,  in  his  honest  and  pa- 
triotic purposes,  and  had  gained  a  degree  of  po- 
pularity in  Pennsylvania  which  he  would  not 
have  obtained  had  it  net  been  for  his  following 
out  his  steady  course.  Had  he  not  pursued 
that  course,  that  policy  would  have  been  pver- 
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thrown.  At  one  moment  the  majority  of  Penn- 
sylvania had  determined  to  arrest  the  proceed- 
ings; but  there  was  no  wavering  on  his  part, 
until  Pennsylvania  should  be  enabled  to  com- 
plete her  public  works  and  prosper.  That  reso- 
lution referred  to  the  message  of  the  Governor 
of  Pennsylvania,  of  the  26th  of  February  last, 
wherein  he  deplored  the  condition  to  which  the 
credit  of  Pennsylvania  was  reduced,  and  gave 
his  opinion  as  to  the  cause.  When  he  made  that 
communication  to  the  Legislature  he  drew  upon 
himself  an  attack.  He  (Mr.  W.)  would  not  fol- 
low the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  because,  if  he 
were  to  view  the  resolution  in  its  proper  light, 
t  would  not  have  called  for  any  observation 
irom  him  at  all.  On  the  26th  of  February  all 
fyes  were  directed  to  Harrisburg.  At  that 
erne  Pennsylvania  was  considered  as  a  Belgium 
ti  this  affair,  and  at  Harrisburg  it  was  expected 
that  the  battle  of  Waterloo  would  be  fought. — 
All  were  anxious  to  obtain  the  expression  of 
the  Executive.  Committees  were  constantly  at 
Harrisburg,  and  continual  communications  were 
held  with  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  State. — 
The  Governor  delayed  his  communication  till 
the  26th  of  February,  when  he  came  to  the  Se- 
nate, which  was  then  in  session. 

At  that  period  the  Messrs.  Aliens',  of  New 
York,  who  were  contractors  for  the  last  large 
loan  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  had  failed  to 
fulfil  their  engagement.  The  State  had  receiv- 
ed the  small  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars;  but  the  residue  of  seven  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  dollars,  which  was  then 
due,  was  not  forthcoming;  and  although  the 
credit  of  the  State  was  pledged  for  it,  there  was 
no  chance  of  getting  it.  The  credit  of  the  State 
suffered,  stocks  fell,  and  not  a  dollar  could  the 
State  obtain.  The  consequence  was,  that  the 
public  works  were  suspended,  and  the  whole 
system  was  likely  to  be  overthrown.  It  became 
a  serious  question  for  the  Governor  to  ascertain 
the  cause;  and,  after  having  bestowed  every  at- 
tention on  the  subject,  he  made  his  executive 
communication  to  the  Legislature,  a  paragraph 
of  which  he  would  read  to  the  Senate.  [Mr. 
W.  here  read  an  extract  from  the  message  of 
Governor  Wolf]  But  did  the  Executive,  at- 
tached to  his  high  station,  throw  upon  the  bank 
the  derangement  of  affairs  in  Pennsylvania?  He 
did  not  pretend  to  determine.  There  was  one 
fact,  which,  no  doubt,  made  a  deep  impression 
on  the  Governor.  Mr.  W.  would  relate  it  in  a 
few  words;  but  did  not  undertake  to  determine 
whether  the  Governor  was  right  or  wrong  in  his 
estimation  of  the  cause.  When  the  credit  of 
Pennsylvania  was  almost  exhausted  by  the  bank, 
the  bank  of  Pennsylvania  did  obtain  a  renewal 
of  its  charter,  and  undertook  to  lend  to  Pennsyl- 
vania three  millions  of  dollars,  if  it  was  required, 
the  last  instalment  of  which  would  be  due  on  the 
first  of  January,  1835.  The  instalment  which 
was  due  on  the  1st  of  January,  1833,  was  not 
paid  at  the  proper  time,  and  was  not  to  be  paid. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  message  was 
sent  to  the  Senate,  and  the  State  assumed  her 
present  attitude.  Now  much  money  was  offer- 
ed oriloan.     Stocks  began  to  ascend  f  and  by 


the  last  quotations  of  Pennsylvania  stock,  fire 
per  cents,  sold  at  108,  and  109  was  asked. 

Thus ,  Mr.  Wilkins  said,  not  only  was  the 
credit  of  Pennsylvania  restored,  but  abundance 
of  money  was  offered  to  the  State  to  complete 
her  internal  improvements;  stock  of  the  five  per 
cent,  loans  was  ascending,  and  such  was  the 
onward  and  unwavering  course  of  policy,  that 
they  had  happiness  and  prosperity,  and  sub- 
stantial credit  in  abundance. 

The  hon.  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  asked 
where  all  this  money  came  from.  It  had  not 
come  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  nor 
from  the  pockets  of  individuals;  the  Senator  had 
turned  his  attention  to  capitalists  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  it  was  from  abroad  that 
the  money  was  afforded.  Mr.  W.,  said  it  was  so 
much  the  better.  Had  he  not  heard  the  Sena- 
tor extol  the  policy  of  improving  the  internal 
condition  of  the  csuntry  by  the  introduction  of 
foreign  capital.  [Mr-  Clay  said,  certainly.]— 
This  credit,  then,  said  Mr.  W.  was  due  to  the 
present  administration  of  Pennsylvania,  of  which 
Gov.  Wolf  was  at  the  head.  Mr.  W.  had  no 
personal  knowledge  of  Gov.  Wolf;  he  had  no 
correspondence  with  him;  but  with  a  vast  por- 
tion of  Pennsylvania  he  had  changed  their  opin- 
ion in  regard  to  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  he  would  not  say 
on  account  of  its  mal-administration,  but  on  ac- 
count of  its  peculiar  administration  of  its  affairs. 
This  had  changed  the  opinion  of  the  Governor 
as  well  as  of  many  others  in  the  State. 

Mr.  W.  would  ascribe  the  attack  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky,  on  the  very  worthy  gover) 
nor,  to  his  coming  into  the  Senate  considerably 
bly  flushed  and  delighted  with,  what  seemd  to 
him,  a  coincidence,  that  he  had  that  morning  re- 
ceived an  account  of  the'election  in  Hanover, Va. 
and  from  Hanover,  Pennsylvania,  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  meeting,  both  in  his  favor.  Such  were 
the  facts;  and  as  Mr.  W.  had  not  that  philoso- 
phy which  could  bear  up  very  well  under  adver- 
sity, this  had  depressed  him,  and  he  had  taken 
his  seat  in  distress.  But  he  was  relieved  when 
he  learnd  that  old  Hanover  was  the  Senator's 
native  county;  and  being  such,  it  ought  to  go 
for  him.  Mr-  W.  would  say,  that  they  ought 
all  to  go  hungry  to  Negro  Foot,  and  the  name 
of  their  country  ought  to  be  changed  to  Hell 
town. 

Mr.  CLAY  thought  the  honorable  Senator, 
(Mr.  Wilkins,)  would  have  been  wiser  if  he 
had  followed  the  example  of  his  colleague,  and 
been  silent  in  his  defence  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
tate  of  his  State;  Mr.  C.  did  not  think  he  had 
made  much  out  of  his  explanation.  He  had  ad- 
mitted that  the  Governor  had  changed  his  opin- 
ion in  regard  to  the  character  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  on  one  of  the  most  agitating 
questions  to  the  country. 

As  to  the  modest  message  of  the  Governor,  it 
had  been  blazed  forth  hei  e  as  a  great  triumph  to 
the  administration,  that  the  Governor  had  taken 
his  stand  on  the  question  against  the  bank.  Se- 
veral votes  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  it 
was  supposed  were  dependent  on  the  course  of 
the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  on  this  subject  I 
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This  had  been  felt  by  both  parties,  on  one  side 
as  a  measure  in  favor  of  the  Eexecutive,  and  on 
the  other  as  a  measure  to  sustain  the  Executieve  in 
his  lawless  course,  which  they  were  endeavoring 
o  arrest.  All  parties  felt  with  the  Senator  from 
Georgia,  (Mr.  Forsyth,)  that  it  was  a  damper 
on  the  proceedings  of  Congress  on  the  subject. 
But  independent  of  the  memorial  from  Hanover, 
in  York  county,  Mr.  C.  said  he  had  a  right  to 
comment  on  the  conduct  of  any  public  man,  es- 
pecially when  he  had  stepped  forward  to  exert  an 
influence  ©n  the  deliberations  of  Congress. 

With  respect  to  the  Governor,  Mr.  C  would 
prove  in  a  court  of  justice,  that  not  three  days 
before  he  issued  his  message,  he  had  decided  to 
send  a  paper  of  a  different  character,  and  bad 
avowed  the  belief  that  the  United  States  Bank 
ought  to  be  recharted.  The  Senator  was  wel- 
come to  the  whole  benefit  of  the  Governor's 
firmness  and  consistency.  That  change  of  the 
people  of  Hanover  against  the  Governor,  was 
not  in  relation  to  internal  improvements,  but  to 
the  vascillating  policy  of  the  Governor  in  relation 
to  the  bank,  and  the  deposites,  and  the  Sena- 
tor bad  admitted  the  charge.  What  were  the 
circumstances  which  this  affair  presented  ? 
Not  eight  days  before  the  message  of  the 
Governor,  we  had  his  official  documents, 
dated  on  the  5th  of  March,  saying,  that  although 
$9,000,000  of  the  public  money  had  been  remo- 
ved from  the  vaults  of  the  bank,  it  had  reduced 
its  discounts  only  $4,000,000.  Under  such 
circumstances,  could  any  candid  person  charge 
the  bank  with  having  produced  the  distress  in 
the  country 

The  hon.  Senator  had  admitted  that  Penn- 
sylvania had  obtained  a  loan  ;  and  Mr.  C.  had 
stated,  and  would  now  maintain,  that  it  was  an 
advantage  to  obtain  the  use  of  foreign  capital. 
But  this  was  not  the  language  of  the  party  to 
which  the  Senator  belonged  ;  it  was  not  the 
language  of  their  Ch:ef ,  he  had  denounced  the 
bank,  on  a  charge,  which  had  perhaps  had  more 
influence  than  any  other,  that  some  of  the 
stockholders  of  the  institution  were  foreigners, 
although  tbey  had  no  power  over  the  institu- 
tion. 

Mr.  C.  would  be  glad  to  know  what  new  fact 
had  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Governor, 
which  he  did  not  know  when  he  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  bank  ought  to  be  re- 
chartered.  Was  it  ihe  printing  done  by  the 
bank?  This  was  well  known  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  and  known  better  at  Harrisburg, 
than  at  any  ether  part  of  the  United  States. 
The  President  in  his  Cabinet  Manifesto,  had 
said  that  some  fact  had  come  to  his  knowledge, 
since  Congress  had  adjourned.  But  in  vain 
had  inquiry  been  made;  uo  new  fact  had  been 
presented  to  the  public,  which  was  not  known 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  known  to 
the  Governor. 

After  some  further  debate,  the  memorial  was 
referred,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  President:  Men  are  never  so  much  ex- 
posed to  error  as  when  called  on  to  decide  upon 
the  propriety  of  their  own  conduct,  or  the  extent 


of  their  own  rights  and  privileges;  and  the  dan- 
ger is  greatly  increased  when  the  decision  is  to 
be  made  amidst  high  public  excitement  produ- 
ced by  the  contests  of  political  parties.  This  is 
at  this  moment  the  condition  of  the  American 
Senate.  This  body  has  done  an  act,  the  propri- 
ety of  which  is  gravely  called  in  question  by  the 
head  of  another  independent  department  of  the 
Government,  who  considers  himself  deeply  im- 
plicated and  much  injured,  by  the  proceedings 
of  tlie  Senate. 

It  is  a  controversy  of  no  ordinary  character. — 
The  parties  to  it  are  high  public  functionaries  : 
as  high  as  any  known  to  our  Government  or  Con- 
stitution. This  controversy,  if  carried  out  to  the 
extent  contemplated  by  some  gentlemen,  may 
even  shake  the  pillars  of  the  fairest  political  fa- 
bric ever  erected  by  the  wisdom  of  man. 

Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  can  it  be  right 
that  Senators  should  act  under  the  impulse  of 
angry  passions?  So  far  from  it,  it  seems  to  me 
that  cool  deliberation,  sober  reflection,  and,  I 
will  add,  extreme  caution,  befit  the  occasion.  I 
will  not,  therefore,  obey  the  invocation  of  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi,  (Mr.  Poiif  dexter,) 
when  he  asks  Senators  to  bring  their  indignant 
feelings  into  action  in  the  consideration  of  this 
subject.  So  far  from  it,  except  that  agitation 
which  the  importance  of  the  occasion  produces, 
I  will  be  calm,  and  command  every  turbulent 
and  violent  feeling  to  be  still.  Others  may  con- 
tend for  victory.  My  humble  labors  shall  be 
directed  to  the  safety  of  the  republic,  and  the 
tranquillity  of  the  country. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, now  in  operation  forty  five  years,  a 
motion  is  made  to  reject,  or  not  to  receive,  a 
message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
This  step  can  derive  no  aid  or  sanction  from 
precedent.  It  has  never  been  done  before.  No 
such  proposition  is  to  be  found  on  the  records 
of  the  proceedings  of  this  body.  If  it  can  be 
justified, it  must  be  upon  some  principle  existing 
in  the  case  itself. 

I  propose,  in  a  brief  manner,  to  examine  whe- 
ther such  a  principle  can  be  found.  The  lan- 
guage of  this  communication  is  certainly  respec- 
ful,  decorous,  and  courteous  to  this  body.  Not 
one  harsh  expression  is  used  by  the  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate. This,  even  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Leigh,)  who  does  not  view  this 
paper,  or  any  other  act  of  the  President,  with 
too  favorable  an  eye,  admits;  therefore,  no  ex- 
ception to  its  reception,  in  respect  to  the  lan- 
guage employed,  can  be  maintained. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  some  of  the  principles 
and  doctrines  it  contain  are  unsound.  Even  if 
this  werj  so,  which  I  by  no  means  admit,  it 
would  constitute  no  objection  to  its  reception; 
because  the  Senate,  by  receiving  it,  gives  no 
sanction  to  them.  They  are  the  President's 
views  and  opinions,  not  the  views  and  opinions 
of  the  Senate,  more  than  the  sentiments  con- 
tained in  an  annual  message,  which  may  be  en- 
tirely at  variance  with  the  opinions  entertained 
by  the  Senate.  Still,  such  communications,  and 
all  others,  made  in  the  progress  of  the  session, 
by  the  Chief  Magistrate,  are  always  received, 
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entered  upon  the  journals,  and  printed  by  order 
of  the  Senale. 

If,  then,  a  well  founded  objection  exists,  it 
must  be  in  this,  that  the  President  should  not 
have  addressed  the  Senate  at  all  upon  this  sub- 
ject. Gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  say  that 
such  a  message  has  never  been  transmitted  by 
any  President  of  the  United  States  to  this  body. 

To  this  I  answer,  that  the  Senate,  at  no  for- 
mer period,  has  done  an  act  which  called  for 
such  a  message.  This  body  never,  until  this 
session,  has  passed  a  vote  of  censure  upon  a 
Chief  Magistrate.  Was  Washington  ever  ac- 
cused of  crime  by  this  body?  Was  the  elder 
Adams,  Jefferson,  Madison  Monroe,  or  the  youn- 
ger Adams,  ever  condemned  by  a  vote  of  the 
Senate?  Were  either  of  them  ever  formally  ac- 
cused of  usurping  powers  not  granted  by  the 
Constitution  or  the  laws,  and  by  a  deliberate 
vote  of  ibis  body  pronounced  to  be  guilty?  No, 
never! 

If,  then,  there  be  any  thing  of  novelty  in  this 
proceeding  of  the  Executive,  it  has  its  origin 
and  justification  in  the  conduct  of  the  Senate, 
and  in  every  controversy  of  this  kind,  it  is  ma- 
terial to  ascertain  which  party  is  the  assailant, 
and  which  merely  stands  on  itsdefence,  in  order 
to  determine  who  should  be  answerable  for  the 
consequences  that  may  follow. 

The  power  of  the  Senate,  and  the  propriety 
of  adopting  the  resolutions  complained  of  by  the 
President,  is  defended  upon  the  ground  that  it 
is  preparatory  to  a  legislative  act.  The  history 
of  this  proceeding  will  best  test  the  correctness 
of  this  allegation.  The  resolution  was  introdu- 
ced on  the  26th  of  December  last,  in  company 
with  another,  declaring  that  the  reasons  assigned 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  TreaEiiry  were  insuffi- 
cient and  unsatisfactory.  After  a  discussion  of 
some  months,  the  other  resolution  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  This  reference 
was  with  a  view  to  legislative  action.  This  every 
Senator  knew;  it  was  so  avowed  and  understood 
by  all.  But  this  resolution  remained  upon  the 
table  of  the  Senate,  because  it  was  apparent 
that  no  legislative  act  could  be  predicated  upon 
it.  If  gentlemen  designed  that  legislation  should 
spring  out  of  this  resolution,  why  was  it  not  re- 
ferred also  to  the  appropriate  committee?  The 
conclusion  is  irresistible;  none  was  designed  by 
this  boJy,  whatever  may  have  been  the  expec- 
tation of  particular  members.  The  other  reso- 
lution contains  fit  matters  for  Congress  to  act 
upon.  They  can  provide  for  the  safe  keeping 
of  the  public  moneys  in  any  depositories  they 
please,  and  they  ought  to  do  so;  nor  shall  we 
have  discharged  our  duty  to  the  country  without 
making  suitable  provisions  upon  that  subject, 
at  the  present  session.  Congress  can  also  pre- 
scribe the  terms  and  conditions  upon  which  the 
public  moneys  shall  be  drawn  from  these  de- 
positories. Tuey  can  throw  what  safeguards 
they  please  around  the  public  treasure;  and  the 
President  and  all  other  officers  will  be  bound 
to  conform  to  the  regulations  thus  prescribed; 
and  in  failure  to  do  so,  they  will  be  guilty  of 
misconduct  in  the  discharge  of  their  public  du- 
ties, 


Upon  the  resolution  respecting  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  reasons  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  which  was  reported  upon  favorably 
by  the  Committee  on  Finance,  all  and  every  act 
of  legislation  can  be  founded  which  may  be 
deemed  necessary  in  relation  to  the  safe  keep- 
ing and  preservation  of  the  public  money.  But 
I  should  be  glad  to  hear  what  provision,  in  the 
form  of  law,  can  be  based  upon  the  resolution 
now  under  consideration.  If  gentlemen  shall 
say,  they  mean  to  legislate  so  as  to  prohibit  re- 
movals from  office  without  the  consent  of  the 
Senate,  in  order  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  such 
circumstances  as  have  lately  taken  place,  my 
answer  is,  that  the  Constitution  gives  the  power 
of  removal  in  the  unqualified  manner  in  which 
it  has  been  exercised,  and  Congress  cannot  take 
it  away  by  law.  Further,  if  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Ci.at,)  originally  intended  to 
proceed  in  this  way,  he  abandoned  that  inten- 
tion by  the  introduction  of  another  resolution 
now  pending  before  the  Senate,  in  which  it  is 
declared  expressly  that  this  power  of  removal 
is  not  given  to  the  Executive  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

I  therefore,  conclude,  that  no  legislative  act 
was  intended  or  could  grow  out  of  the  resolu- 
tion which  has  given  rise  to  the  Protest  of  the 
President  now  under  consideration.  The  lan- 
guage of  the  resolution  is,  '*  That  the  Presi- 
dent, in  the  late  executive  proceedings  in  re- 
lation to  the  public  revenue,  has  assumed  upon 
himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by 
the  Constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of 
both."  Upon  its  face,  and  by  its  language,  it 
is  wholly  retrospective,  and  does  not  indicate  a 
design  to  legislate  with  a  view  to  prevent  re- 
petitions of  such  infractions  of  the  Constitution 
and  laws  as  are  charged  hi  it.  As  I  understand 
it,  and  as  I  believe  the  people  will  understand 
it,  it  is  wholly  accusatory  and  condemnatory. 
As  further  evidence  of  this, it  has  been  adopted 
for  several  weeks,  and  no  proposition  to  pro- 
ceed further  upon  the  subject  of  its  contents 
has  been  made  by  the  Senator.  It  is  a  judg- 
ment against  the  Presi  lent,  pronounced  by  a 
majority  of  this  body,  condemning  him  of  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors — a  judgment  inope- 
rative, so  fir  as  to  deprive  him  of  office  or  dis- 
qualify him  from  holding  places  of  trust  under 
the  Constitution,  because  the  accusation  was 
not  preferred  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
the  only  accusers  known  to  the  Constitution, 
because  not  pronounced  by  this  tribunal  upon 
a  case  regularly  presented  to  its  consideration 
and  decision;  and  because  not  pronounced  by 
two-thirds  of  this  body.  But  for  every  pur- 
pose touching  character  and  public  standing,  as 
far  as  the  voice  of  twenty-six  Senators  can  go, 
he  stands  condemned! 

Gentlemen  say,  that  although  the  Senate  has 
pronounced  the  conduct  of  the  Executive  un- 
constitutional and  illegal,  it  has  not  imputed  to 
him  a  criminal  intent.  This  is  true;  but  surely 
I  need  not  argue  or  produce  authority  to  prove 
to  this  tribunal,  composed  chiefly  of  learned 
lawyers,  the  principle  which  exists  in  the  cri- 
minal jurisprudence  of  this  and  every  other  en- 
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lightened  country,  that  where  an  unlawful  act 
is  committed,  which,  ifdonewitha  criminal 
intent,  it  would  be  punishable.  The  law  pre- 
sume! or  supplies  the  criminal  intent;  and  it 
lies  upon  the  party  accused  to  show  that  it  was 
committed  under  circumstances  which  do  away, 
or  destroy  that  legal  presumption.  I  will  il- 
lustrate this.  Suppose,  on  a  day  of  battle,  an 
American  citizen  shall  be  found  in  the  ranks  of 
the  enemy;  the  law  considers  him  a  traitor;  and 
upon  a  proof  of  that  fact,  and  that  alone,  he 
would  be  convicted  and  executed,  because  the 
presumption  of  the  law,  arising. from  the  fact 
of  his  being  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  would 
be,  that  he  was  there  traitorously;  still,  he 
might  prove  that  be  had  been  taken  captive; 
that  he  had  been  placed  in  that  situation  by 
superior  force.  This  would  be  a  good  defence. 
He  w«uld  be  acquitted;  but  until  he  shall  make 
out  his  case,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  and  in  the 
estimation  of  all  men,  he  would  be  a  traitor, 
and  an  enemy  to  his  country.  In  case  of  homi- 
cide, the  unlawful  killing  being  proved,  the 
law  presumes  the  evil  intent  from  the  unlawful 
act.  This  Senate  has  found  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate guilty  of  an  unlawful  act,  which,  if  done 
with  an  evil  intent,  makes  him  a  high  culprit. 
The  law,  according  to  the  principle  i  have  laid 
down,  accompanies  the  act  with  the  criminal 
intent,  unless  he  shall  show  the  absence  of  any 
evil  design  on  his  part. 

[Here  Mr.  Leigh  asked  Mr.  Grtwdt  to  yieid 
the  floor  to  him;  and  remarked,  that  he  wholly 
disagreed  to  the  positions  laid  down  by  him.] 

Mr.  Ghdndt  replied,  this  shows  how  fallible 
We  are.  We  can't  agree — such  is  the  nature  of 
our  positions  upon  the  plainest  and  best  estab- 
lished principles.  The  principle  I  have  laio 
down  can  be  found  «ven  in  Blackstone's  Com- 
mentaries; can  be  found  in  every  elementary 
treatise  on  criminal  law.  So  familiar  is  it  to  my 
mind,  that  I  can  state  it  almost  verbatim  from 
memory,  as  found  in  Eart's  Crown  Law.  The 
principle  is,  the  implication  of  malice  arises  in 
every  instance  of  homicide,  amounting,  in  point 
of  law,  to  murder,  and  in  every  charge  of  mur- 
der, the  fact  of  killing  being  first  proved,  all  the 
circumstances  of  accident,  necessity,  or  infirmi- 
ty, are  to  be  satisfactorily  proved  by  the  prison- 
er, unless  they  arise  out  of  the  evidence  pio- 
duced  against  him. 

I  think  I  can  say  without  vanity,  that  howev- 
er defective  in  knowledge  I  may  be  on  other 
subjects,  I  have  some  acquaintance  wiih  the 
principles  of  criminal  law;  and  lam  unwilling 
that  it  shall  be  believed  that  I  misstate  them 
here.  My  constituents  and  my  colleagues  <;f 
the  other  House,  who  1  see  before  me,  would 
Dot  have  charity  enough  to  believe  that  I  had 
done  it  ignorantly.  The  presumption  with 
them  would  be,  that  it  had  been  done  knowing- 
ly and  with  an  evil  intent. 

[Mr.  Cut  here  asked  Mr.  Giiundt,  if  an  in- 
dictment  for  treason  would  be  good  without 
charging  that  the  overt  act  had  been  done  trai- 
torously.] 

Mr.  Gkukdt  replied,  certainly  not  Nor  is 
the  indictment,  which  we  have   found  against 


the  Chief  Magistrate,  good  and  sufficient  in 
law.  It  is  defective  in  form,  and  wants  a  por- 
tion of  the  substance,  but  we  have  found  all 
the  facts,  necessary  to  a  conviction,  and  we 
have  pronounced  the  law  upon  them.  We 
have  said  by  our  resolutions  that  the  Chief 
Magistrate  has  done  particular  acts,  and  we 
have  declared  also,  that  the  acts  thus  done 
were  unconstitutional  and  unlawful.  His  case 
is  adjudged.  It  is  decided,  if  the  position  as- 
sumed by  me  in  reference  to  the  criminal  in- 
tent be  correct.  Now,  what  r  mains  to  be 
done?  Only  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
present  their  indictment  or  articles  of  impeach- 
ment drawn  out  in  the  usual  form,  statin?  that 
Andrew  Jackson,  President  of  the  United  States, 
not  having  the  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes,  but 
being  moved  and  seduced  by  the  instigation  of 
the  devil,  did  do  and  perform  certain  acts,  (spe- 
cifying them,)  upon  which  this  resolution  is 
based,  with  an  evil  and  wicked  intent,  and  pur- 
pose, &.c.  Then  he  stands  before  us  for  trial. 
Already  have  we  done  that  which  will  relieve 
us  from  all  serious  difficulty  and  trouble;  should 
he  deny  the  existence  of  the  facts  referred  to  by 
the  resolution,  the  Senate  has  solemnly  decla- 
red, that  the  facts  do  exist,  they  were  found, 
before  the  trial  commenced ,  before  the  accu- 
sation was  preferred,  and  found  by  the  ultimate 
triers  of  the  facts,  and  their  finding  is  on  record. 
Hitherto,  it  has  been  understood  that  the  law 
and  the  facts  were  open  to  a  full  and  impartial 
investigation  upon  the  final  trial  of  a  party  ac- 
cused. In  this  case,  should  the  President  be 
brought  forward,  and  put  upon  his  trial,  and 
attempt  to  show,  that  all  the  powers  exercised 
by  him  were  conferred  by  the  Constitution  and 
laws:  there  stands  the  judgment  of  the  Senate 
on  record,  declaring  they  are  not  given;  the  law 
of  the  case  is  settled  as  well  as  the  facts. 

All  this  is  done  without  notce,  without 
defence,  or  opportunity  of  making  defence; 
and  done  too  by  the  highest  judicial  tribunal 
known  to  our  Government  In  other  tribunals, 
the  trial  precedes  the  judgment. 

Before  this,  the  sentence  of  condemation  is 
passed,  and  then  comes  the  trial.  A  trial  pro 
forma,  merely  to  comply  with  the  letter  of  the 
Constitution.  But  suppose  the  evil  intent  is 
not  to  be  legally  inferred  from  the  act,  and  that 
the  accusers  must  bring  proof  to  establish  it. 
This  kind  of  investigation  depends  on  no 
known  and  fixed  principles  or  rules.  Each  in- 
dividual most  frequantly  decides  according  to 
his  pre-disposition  to  think  favorably  or  un- 
favorably of  the  party  accused.  Those  who 
have  habitually  denounced  the  Chief  Magistrate 
as  a  tyrant,  despot,  usurper,  and  that  he  is  en- 
deavoring to  concentrate  all  power  in  himself, 
will  feel  inclined  to  think  badly  of  his  motives, 
whenever  they  are  called  on  to  judge  of  them. 
On  the  other  hand,  those  who  believe  the 
Chief  Magistrate  to  be  a  patriot,  a  friend  to 
liberty  and  the  Constitution,  will  nor  readily 
acquiesce  in  the  opinion,  that  he  has  been  guilty 
of  intentional  error.  So  that  in  fact  the  mind 
of  every  Senator  is  made  up,  as  to  what  his 
judgment  would  be,  where  the  President  now 
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before  us,  on  his  final  trial  for  the  acts  com- 
plained of.  According1  to  my  humble  judgment, 
although  the  Constitution  designed  that  this 
body  should  be  the  ultimate  judge  between  the 
State  and  its  high  officers,  on  account  of  its 
wisdom,  independence,  integrity,  and  impar- 
tiality, it  has,  by  pre-judging  the  acts  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate  in  this  case,  unfitted  and  dis- 
qualified itself,  from  discharging  its  functions 
in  the  manner  contemplated  by  the  framers  of 
the  Constitution;  and  the  conclusion  I  draw 
from  all  this,  is,  that  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  "has  assumed  upon  itself,  authority  and 
power  not  conferred  by  the  Constitution  and 
laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both." 

I  will  now  proceed  to  say  something  upon 
what  has  been  urged  by  others,  who  oppose 
the  reception  of  this  Protest  and  its  explana- 
tion. 

Some  of  the  remarks  made  by  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Southard)  I  will  neith- 
er repeat  nor  reply  to.  I  can  do  neither,  with- 
out the  use  of  language  which  I  do  not  indulge 
in  elsewhere,  much  less  will  I  do  so  in  this  hon- 
orable body — but  upon  this  occasion  as  upon  all 
others,  touching  the  veracity  of  individuals, 
whenever  it  may  become  my  duty  to  decide,  I 
claim  the  right,  not  only  for  myself,  but  for 
every  American  citizen,  of  making  the  decision 
according  to  the  convictions  of  my  own  mind, 
paying  a  due  regard  to  the  opportunities  which 
each  of  the  parties  may  possess  of  knowing  the 
facts  of  which  they  respectively  speak.  The 
same  honorable  Senator  has  charged  the  Chief 
Magistrate  with  an  impertinent  intrusion  or  in- 
ference between  him  an  his  constituents  in  pre- 
senting in  his  Protest  the  vote  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  New  Jersey  approving  the  acts  of  the 
Presideht,  and  instructing  her  Senators  to  sus- 
tain him  in  the  very  measures  for  which  the 
Senators  of  that  State  have,  by  their  votes, 
condemned  him.  I  say  nothing  of  the  harshness 
of  the  language  employed  by  that  honorable 
Senator. 

The  term  indelicate  would  have  conveyed  his 
meaning  sufficiently  strong;  but  I  have  some- 
thing to  say  in  regard  to  the  right  of  the  Presi- 
dent, to  speak  upon  this  subject.  The  Chief 
Magistrate  stands  in  a  very  different  relation 
to  the  people  of  New  Jersey,  to  what  I  and 
other  Senators  from  different  States  stand. — 
My  first  duties  are  to  the  people  of  Tennessee 
—by  them  alone  have  I  been  elected.  To  their 
interest,  my  attention  is  particularly  directed, 
and  to  them  I  am  accountable;  but  the  Chief 
Magistrate  is  the  officer  of  New  Jersey  as  well 
as  Virginia,  Tennessee  and  the  other  States. 
The  people  of  New  Jersey  are  his  constituents, 
as  well  as  the  constituents  of  the  hon.  Senator. 
They  are  both  the  public  agents  or  servants  of 
the  people  of  New  Jersey;  and  when  one  of 
tliese  agents  shall  pronounce  the  other  guilty 
of  an  infraction  of  the  Constitution  and  laws, 
can  the  other  be  charged  with  intrusion,  or  im- 
proper interference,  when  he  shall  say  to  him 
"you  have  pronounced  me  guilty  of  the  com- 
mission of  error,  or  a  dereliction  of  duty ;  but 
our  constituents  and  superiors  have  declared 


that  I  have  done  my  duty;  and  you  have  com- 
mitted an  error,  and  in  support,  and  as  evi- 
dence that  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  Legislature 
of  New  Jersey,  the  generally  acknowledged 
organ  of  the  public  will,  have  upon  their  re- 
cords, declared,  that  I  have  not  violated  the 
Constitution  or  laws."  Further,  can  it  be 
wrong  for  the  President  to  show  to  his  cotem- 
poraries,  and  to  posterity,  that  although  cer- 
tain Senators  did  pronouce  him  guilty  of  mis- 
conduct, yet  the  Legislature  of  the  very  States 
represented  by  those  Senators  approved  of  his 
conduct,  and  the  vote  of  condemnation  given 
against  him  by  those  Senators  was  an  act  of  dis- 
obedience te  legislative  instructions.  These 
same  gentlemen  have  often  done  the  very  acts 
which  they  complain  the  President  has  done; 
how  often  has  each  of  them  in  our  hearing  de- 
clared that  the  members  of  the  legislatures 
have  pronounced  an  erroneous  judgment  and 
have  taken  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  their 
legislatures  to  the  people  themselves.  This  is 
right  when  they  do  it,  but  if  the  President  of 
the  United  States  does  not  submit  quietly  un- 
der their  judgment  and  denunciations,  he  is  in- 
terfering improperly  between  them  and  their 
constituents.  I  think  it  will  be  difficult  for 
gentlemen  to  succeed  in  satisfying  the  people 
that  they  can  interfere  between  members  of  the 
State  Legislature  and  their  constituents,  can 
censure  and  condemn  the  Chief  Magistrate,  un- 
impeached  by  his  constitutional  accusers;  and 
that  the  party  thus  treated  has  no  right  to  speak 
and  be  heard  in  his  own  vindication  and  de- 
fence. Sir,  there  is  a  strong  sense  of  justice 
in  the  people  of  the  United  States,  which  for- 
bids me  to  believe  that  they  will  sanction  such 
sentiments  or  such  proceedings. 

Gentlemen  opposed  to  the  Protest  and  expla- 
nation, change  their  positions  so  frequently 
that  it  is  impossible  to  say  on  what  proposition 
we  are  finally  to  vote.  When  it  |was  first  pre- 
sented, the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  (Mr. 
Poindexter,)  i  moved  its  rejection.  After  a 
discussion  of  some  days,  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  Clay,)  moved  an  amendment,  pro- 
posing a  quasi  reception  of  it,  by  which  it  was 
to  be  received,  read,  and  sentence  passed  up- 
on its  contents;  but  it  was  to  be  refused  a  place 
upon  our  journals.  The  other  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Bibb,)  now  moves  an  amend- 
ment, by  which  the  original  proposition  is  to 
be  restored,  and  these  papers  to  be  rejected. 
I  consider  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay,)  as  the  most  exception- 
able course  that  can  be  suggested.  If  this 
Protest  is  unfit  to  have  a  place  upon  our  jour- 
nals, it  is  unfit  to  be  considered  and  have  the 
judgment  of  the  Senate  upon  the  merits  of  its 
contents;  besides,  there  would  be  an  unfair- 
ness in  this  mode  of  proceeding.  The  judg- 
ment of  the  Senate  is  to  form  a  part  of  the  re- 
cord of  our  proceedings ;  we  exhibit  to  the 
world  the  judgment  passed  by  the  Senate 
against  the  doctrines  contained  in  the  Protest, 
but  we  conceal  from  it  the  subject  matter  itself 
upon  which  that  judgment  is  rendered.  Those 
who  read  our  journal  have  no  opportunity  al- 
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forded  them  of  judging  for  themselves  whether 
the  decision  we  have  rendered  be  just  or  un- 
just The  object  of  the  Constitution  in  pro- 
viding that  a  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  each 
House  of  Congress  should  be  kept,  was  to  en- 
able our  constituents  to  revise  and  rejudge  our 
judgments.  The  journal  of  tbis  body  is  distri- 
buted throughout  the  United  States,  not  only 
for  the  purpose  of  general  information  as  to 
the  course  of  the  Government,  but  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  our  constituents,  respectively, 
to  see  and  know  how  each  member  has  acted. 
By  the  course  proposed  to  exclude  this  pa- 
per from  the  journals,  and  at  the  same  time  giv- 
ing a  judgment  upon  its  contents,  v,  e  deprive  our 
constituents  of  an  opportunity  of  deciding  upon 
the  propriety  of  our  own  conduct.  I  shall  vote 
against  the  resolution  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay)  which  condemns  the 
contents  of  the  protest.  When  my  constituents 
or  any  of  them  shall  see  this  vote  upon  the  jour- 
nals, how  can  they  determine  whether  I  have 
voted  right  or  wrong,  unless  they  also  see  and 
read  that  Daper  upon  the  contents  of  which  I 
have  voted  ?  So,  on  the  other  hand,  a  Senator 
gives  a  vote  condemnatory  of  the  protest,  how 
can  his  constituents  determine  whether  he  has 
acted  correctly  ?  Should  the  proposition  last 
named  prevail,  our  judgment  against  the  opin- 
ions and  doctrines  contained  in  the  protest  is 
sent  abroad  through  the  country,  and  is  trans- 
mitted down  to  posterity  upon  our  records,  but 
the  protest  itself  it  put  away  amoug  the  rubbish 
in  the  Secretary's  office;  it  is  given  to  the  moles 
and  the  bats,  and  will  never,  so  far  as  depends 
on  us,  be  exhibited  to  the  present  or  future  gen- 
erations. Will  not  this  body  expose  itself  to 
the  suspicion,  at  least,  that  l  hey  were  afraid  that 
the  American  people  should  have  a  full  and  fair 
opportunity  of  deciding  upon  the  merits  of  this 
controversy.  If  gentlemen  are  willing  to  meet 
this  question  fully  and  fairly,  surely  the  way  to 
do  it  is  to  receive  the  protest — enter  it  upon  the 
journal,  and  answer  it  in  solemn  form.  I  should 
be  willing  to  see  in  committees  selected,  com- 
posed of  the  best  talents  to  be  found  on  the 
other  side,  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  a  res- 
ponse to  it. 

These  gentlemen,  when  they  went  to  work 
and  put  down  their  reasons  in  opposition  to  the 
principles  advanced  by  the  President,  and 
placed  them  side  by  side  with  his  reasons  in 
support  of  his  principles,  would  find  more  diffi- 
culty in  the  execution  of  this  duty  than  when  re- 
sort is  had  to  general  assertion  and  declamation. 
If  this  course  were  pursued,  then  the  people  of 
the  United  States  would  have  both  sides  of  this 
controversy  presented  to  them.  But  by  the 
course  proposed,  one  side  can  only  be  heard  or 
seen.  If  doctrines  dangerous  and  unconstitu- 
tional be  contained  in  this  protest ,  are  gentle- 
men who  entertain  this  opinion,  doing  their 
duty  when  they  fail  to  expose  them.  If  gen- 
tlemen are  serious  in  this  opinion,  and  no  doubt 
they  are,  ought  they  not  to  take  up  the  paper 
and  answer  every  principle  advanced  in  it — 
strip  it  of  its  fallacies,  expose  its  deformities,or, 
in  other  words,  nullify  it.    Then  the  President 


can  have  no  advantage  over  this  body;  the  re- 
futation will  go  along  with  the  Protest  and  its 
pernicious  influence  will  be  destroyed ;  but 
gentlemen  will  not  agree  to  this  course  ;  they 
cannot  answer  it ;  therefore  they  will  not  at- 
tempt it ;  if  they  were  competent  to  the  task, 
they  would  make  the  trial,  overturn  the  argu- 
ments, and  reason  this  Protest  down.  Sir,  I 
wish  to  see  their  skill  put  to  this  test ;  I  wish  to 
see  them  advance  foot  to  foot,  lay  hold  of  this 
Protest,  and  prove,  if  they  can,  their  assertions,to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  American  people.  If  they 
shall  fail  to  adopt  this  course ,  I  should  think 
the  conclusion  in  the  public  mind  would  be,  that 
the  Protest  is  not  susceptible  of  a  satisfactory 
refutation.  I  will  not  at  this  time  go  into  an  exam- 
ination of  the  merits  of  this  paper— if  it  shall  be 
received  and  referred  to  a  committee,  and  that 
committee  shall  report  that  the  doctrines  and 
opinions  contained  in  it  are  dangerous  and  un- 
constitutional, then  the  merits  of  the  paper  will 
be  fairly  before  the  Senate,  and  an  opportunity 
afforded  for  a  full  discussion  ;  and  upon  that 
occasion,  I  may  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Se- 
nate to  be  heard  upon  the  merits  of  the  Protest 
and  explanation.  I  understood  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Preston,)  as  expressing 
the  opinion  that  the  explanation  contained  in 
the  second  message,  amounted  to  a  retraxit  of 
the  obnoxious  doctrines  contained  in  the  original 
Protest. 

[Mr.  Preston  here  remarked  that  he  ought 
not  to  be  understood  as  assenting  to  the  idea 
that  the  second  message  removed  his  objections 
to  the  first.] 

Mr.  Grundy  proceeded.  I  think  myself  the 
original  protest  sufficiently  plain  and  intelligible; 
it  is  however  subject  to  misconstruction.  Tho 
explanatory  message  puts  the  opinions  of  the 
President  beyond  all  cavil.  In  it  he  states  dis- 
tinctly and  explicitly,  what  claim  the  Executive 
has  in  reference  to  the  public  money,  and  shows 
it  not  inconsistent  with  the  uncontrolled  power  of 
Congress  over  the  whole  public  treasure.  And 
all  we  ask  is,  that  these  opinions  may  be  placed 
before  the  people  of  the  United  States,  that  they 
may  judge  of  their  soundness.  Gentlemen  have 
insistedjthat  we  have  no  precedent  to  justify  a 
message  of  this  character  to  the  Senate.  They 
are  mistaken.  When  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  rejected  a  nominee  to  office,  President 
Washington  sent  them  a  message  in  which  he 
set  forth  the  just  claims  of  the  nominee  to  public 
consideration,  and  his  qualifications  to  fill  the  of- 
fice to  which  he  had  been  nominated,  and  he  did 
chide  the  Senate  and  suggest  to  them,  that  had 
they  asked  of  him  information,  they  would  have 
received  such  an  account  of  the  individual  as 
would  have  produced  a  different  decision.  He 
also  suggested  to  them  the  propriety  of  making 
inquiries  of  him  in  all  future  cases,  where  they 
were  not  themselves  sufficiently  acquainted  with 
the  individual  nominated.  This  message  was 
received,  entered  upon  the  journals  of  the  Senate, 
and  had  such  an  effect  upon  the  proceedings  of 
this  body,  as  that,  from  that  day  to  the  present, 
the  course  suggested  by  him  has  been  pursued. 
In  that  case,  the  inconsiderate  and  erroneous  cod- 
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duct  of  the  Senate  was  distinctly  pointed  out, 
but  the  Senate  were  not  disposed,  unnecessarily, 
to  take  exception  to  the  conduct  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate.  There  was  no  proposition  then 
made  to  reject  the  message  or  to  pass  a  vote  of 
disapprobation  upon  it. 

If  we  turn  to  the  history  of  the  State  Govern- 
ments, we  shall  find,  that  the  present  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate is  not  the  only  aged  patriot,  who  after 
having  spent  almost  a  life  of  toil  and  usefulness 
for  his  country,  has  been  assailed  by  his  politi- 
cal adversaries,  in  his  old  age,  and  an  effort 
made  to  despoil  him  of  his  well-earned  fame. 
After  Governor  McKean,  of  Pennsylvania,  had 
spent  a  long  life  in  the  service  of  his  country, 
after  he  had  acted  as  President  of  the  old  Con- 
gress, had  affixed  his  name  to  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  had  contributed  to  the  adoption 
of  the  Federal  Constitution,  as  a  member  of 
the  convention  that  ratified  it  in  his  own  State — 
after  he  had,  with  distinguished  reputation,  for 
many  years  filled  the  highest  judicial  station  in 
his  own  State — when  age  had  enfeebled  his 
body,  but  left  the  vigor  of  his  mind  unimpaired, 
he  was  elected  Governor  of  Pennsylvania — he 
discharged  all  the  duties  of  this  high  and  diffi- 
cult station,  in  the  most  trying  times,  with  fidel- 
ity and  ability.  All  this,  however,  could  not 
secure  him  from  the  virulence  of  party  feeling. 
When  his  sun  was  almost  set — men,  actuated 
by  party  hatred,  rose  up  in  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  charged  him  with  a  violation 
of  the  Constitution  and  laws,  and  attempted  to 
expel  him  from  the  high  and  last  office  he  ever 
filled.  Articles  of  impeachment  were  prepared 
by  a  committee,  and  preferred  against  him, 
with  the  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  and  it 
is  a  little  remarkable,  that  in  their  report,  they 
indulge  in  that  same  anticipated  triumph,  and 
the  same  accusatory  language  and  broad  asser- 
tion, which  are  so  often  employed  in  reference 
to  the  present  Chief  Magistrate. 

The  committee  in  that  case  said,  "  that  they 
deemed  it  superfluous  to  sustain  the  resolution 
which  is  submitted,  by  an  appeal  to  the  patriotism 
or  intelligence  of  the  House.  They  are  aware 
that  they  are  anticipated  by  its  judgment  and  in- 
tegrity. The  facts  speak  so  loudly  for  them- 
selves, that  the  feeble  voice  of  the  committee 
cannot  be  raised  to  reach  their  tone — justice  and 
the  public  welfare  demand  punishment.  If  we 
desire  to  preserve  our  Constitution  in  its  letter  and 
its  spirit,  then  punish  the  infraction  of  it.  Do  we 
desire  the  government  of  laws,  instead  of  the  will 
of  a  public  functionary,  then  make  him  amenable 
to  justice  who  dares  substitute  his  loill  for  that  of 
the  laws.  Do  we  desire  to  preserve  our  republi- 
can institutions,  then  permit  no  man  to  trample 
upon  them  with  impunity.  Do  we  hold  the  right 
of  electing  our  public  functionaries  to  be  the  es- 
sence of  free  government,  and  its  exercise  to  be 
dear  to  the  freemen  of  Pennsylvania,  then  render 
bjm  constitutionally  accountable  who,  by  an  ar- 
bitrary fiat,  has  laid  it  prostrate.  Do  we  consider 
virtue  the  vital  principle  of  republican  Govern- 
ment, then  punish  the  officer  who  attacks  repub- 
lican Virtue  in  her  citadel ;  who,  in  disregard  of 
public  sentiment,  and  public  duty,  and  in  defi- 


ance of  solemn  obligation,  treats  the  People  as 
his  patrimony,  and  their  rights  as  his  inheri- 
tance." 

From  the  extracts  which  I  have  read,  the  ana- 
logy between  the  case  of  the  Chief  Executive  of  . 
Pennsylvania  and  that  of  the  present  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate of  the  United  States,  is  most  striking. 
The  accusers  in  that  case,  anticipated  the  final 
success  of  their  accusation,  with  the  same  confi- 
dence that  the  accusers  of  the  present  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate claim  the  ultimate  decision  of  the  Ameri- 
can People.  They  declared  that  justice  and  the 
public  welfare  demanded  his  punishment.  They 
charged  that  he  had  substituted  his  own  will  for 
that  of  the  laws.  They  invoked  the  lovers  of  the 
Constitution  to  punish  him  who  had  prostrated  it 
by  his  arbitrary  fiat.  They  charged  him  with 
disregarding  public  sentiment  and  public  duty, 
and  treating  the  People  as  his  patrimony,  and 
their  rights  as  his  inheritance.  The  resemblance 
between  the  report  of  the  committee  and  the 
language  we  daily  hear,  is  so  strong,  that  the  first 
word  will  answer  for  a  precedent  or  form  for  the 
attacks  made  upon  the  present  Chief  Magis- 
trate. But  sir,  how  did  this  exhibition  of  charges 
terminate  ?  The  6ame  way  as  I  apprehend  those 
now  made  against  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
United  States  will  terminate — in  the  discomfiture 
and  defeat  of  the  accusers,  and  in  the  triumph 
of  the  accused. 

Tne  House  of  Representatives  of  Pennsylva- 
nia refused  to  vote  the  impeachment.  They 
refused  to  tarnish  or  sully  the  fair  fame  of  one 
of  their  first  citizens.  It  should  be  remarked 
that  Gov.  McKean  stood  acquitted  and  dischar- 
ged upon  the  records  of  the  Pennsylvania  Le- 
gislature. Still  the  accusation  remained  upon 
their  journals.  It  was  unanswered,  except  by 
the  vote  of  the  majority  of  that  body.  On  the 
next  day  after  the  articles  of  impeachment  were 
rejected,  he  sent  a  massage  to  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, containing  his  vindication,and  ask- 
ed if  it  might  be  placed  upon  the  journals  of  that 
body,  not  as  a  matter  of  constitutional  right,  but 
as  an  act  of  justice,  in  order  that  all  who  might 
read  the  charges  exhibited  against  him,  might  in 
the  same  book  or  record,  read  the  refutation  of 
them.  The  House  of  Representatives  did  enter 
it  at  large  on  their  journals.  This  is  precisely 
what  the  President  of  the  United  States  now 
asks.  In  his  vindication,  Governor  McKean 
takes  a  retrospect  of  his  past  life,  and  refers  to 
what  he  had  done  for  his  country,  as  high  evi- 
dence that  he  was  incapable  of  committing 
crimes  and  misdemeanors.  And,  Mr.  President, 
try  it  when  you  will,  let  an  aged  patriot  be  as- 
sailed when  he  is  about  to  leave  the  stage  of  ac- 
tive life,  let  the  attempt  be  made  to  strip  him  of 
his  honors  and  his  fame,  let  the  billows  of  party 
rage  beat  furiously  upon  him,  he  will  look  back 
to  all  he  has  done  and  all  he  has  suffered,  and 
when  the  facts  justify,  as  they  do  in  this  case 
he  will  remember  and  he  will  say  to  his  coun- 
trymen, I  have  spent  sleepless  days  and  nights 
in  your  service— I  have  suffered  cold  and  hun- 
ger— I  have  met  the  enemies  of  my  country-— I 
have  bared  my  bosom  to  danger,  and  have  bled 
for  your  liberties,  and  I  now  appeal  to  you  to 
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decide  whether  I  can  be  your  enemy,  or  an  ene- 
my to  your  free  institutions. 

These  are  the  natural  reflections  and  feel- 
ings of  that  individual  who  has  been  made  the 
subject  of  accusation  in  this  Senate.  He  no 
doubt  feels  great  solicitude,  not  only  to  pos- 
sess the  good  opinion  of  his  countrymen  who 
are  his  cotemporaries,  but  that  posterity,  when 
his  character  shall  be  presented  to  it,  shall  con- 
sider him  to  be  what  he  has  labored  to  be  thro' 
a  long  life  of  public  service  and  toil.  And, 
Mr.  President,  let  us  do  as  we  may,  when  the 
party  strifes  of  the  present  times  shall  cease, 
and  this  individual  out  of  the  way  of  aspirants 
to  office  and  public  favor,  and  faithful  and  im- 
partial history  shall  present  him  to  future  times, 
justice  will  be  awarded  to  him.  Then  men  of 
the  south  will  see  and  acknowledge,  that  when 
they  were  borne  down  by  oppressive  taxation 
in  thefurm  of  a  protective  tariff,  that  he,  from 
the  moment  he  came  into  office,  assiduously 
exerted  himself  for  their  relief;  that  in  every 
annual  message  transmitted  to  Congress,  he  re- 
commended and  urged  an  amelioration  of  their 
condition.  When  that  gigantic  plan  of  profu- 
sion and  waste  of  public  treasure,  misnamed 
the  American  System,  shall  have  gone  into  en- 
tire disrepute,  the  author  of  the  veto  on  the 
Mavsville  road  bill  will  be  pointed  to  as  the 
individual  who  arrested  that  scheme  of  policy 
which  threatened  to  bring  ruin  upon  the  peo- 
ple of  this  republic.  Then,  too,  it  will  be  ad- 
mitted by  all,  that  with  no  other  motive  save 
that  of  the  public  good,  he  encountered  suc- 
cessfully the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  vast 
moneyed  power,  in  a  conflict  with  which  any 
other  man  would  have  faltered  and  failed,  and 
all  for  the  purpose  of  securing  and  placing  on 
a  permanent  basis  the  rights  and  liberties  of  his 
countrymen. 

Were  there  no  precedent  or  authority  on 
this  subject,  what  does  fairness  and  impartial 
tial  justice  demand  of  us?  We  have  placed  on 
our  journals  a  resolution  condemning  the  Pres- 
ident's conduct;  and  shall  not  the  other  side  be 
seen?  If  the  sentence  of  the  Senate  be  right, 
if  we  have  confidence  in  our  own  decision,  we 
ought  not  to  be  afraid  to  place  on  our  journals 
what  the  accused  has  said  in  his  vindication. 

It  is  intimated  that  a  new  oath  of  office  has 
lately  been  administered  to  the  clerks  in  the 
different  departments,  with  a  view,  as  is  sup- 
posed, to  secure  their  allegiance  to  the  pres- 
ent Chief  Magistrate.  I  will  state  the  facts  as 
they  really  are,  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
what  light,  airy,  and  unsubstantial  pretences 
are  seized  hold  of  with  eagerness,  in  order  to 
bring  this  administration  into  disrepute.  By 
act  of  Congress  passed  in  1791,  each  clerk, 
before  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  office, 
is  required  to  take  an  oath  before  some  judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  vhe  United  States,  or 
a  District  Judge,  to  support  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  faithfully  perform  the 
trusts  committed  to  him.  During  the  present 
session,  a  very  respectable  member  of  the  oth- 
er House,  as  he  has  informed  me  himself,  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  the  different  Secretaries,  or 


some  of  them,  inquiring  whether  the  oath  pre- 
scribed by  law,  had  been  taken  by  the  clerks, 
and  upon  examination,  it  was  ascertained  that 
the  oath  had  been  administered  to  most  of  the 
clerks  by  magistrates  of  this  district,  and  not 
by  a  Supreme  or  Federal  D  strict  Judge,  as 
required  by  law.  Upon  this  discovery,  the 
clerks  were  required  to  take  the  oath  prescrib- 
ed by  the  act  of  1791,  before  the  persons  au- 
thorized to  administer  by  that  act. 

This  mistake  of  the  clerk,  however,  was  not 
of  recent  origin;  it  is  a  gray  headed  error,  much 
older  than  the  administration  in  which  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay)  bore  a  distin- 
guished part.  This,  sir,  is  the  new  oath;  inven- 
ted in  these  Jackson  times,and  odium  is  attemp- 
ted to  be  thrown  upon  this  administration  for 
corruption  and  error  which  grew  out  of  the 
inattention  of  their  predecessors;  equally  un- 
founded is  the  suggestion  that  any  apprehension 
is  to  be  entertained,  that  this  Senate  is  to  be 
disturbed  in  its  deliberations  by  an  armed  force. 
This  no  one  fears,  no  one  believes,  and  there  is 
as  little  foundation  for  the  apprehension  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  will,  by  the 
exertion  of  constitutional  or  unconstitutional 
power,  put  an  end  to  our  deliberations.  My 
own  impression  is,  that  we  can  remain  here 
quietly  if  we  shall  choose  to  do  so,  until  the 
fourth  of  March  next,  without  any  molestation 
from  that  quarter.  Nor  have  I  any  confidence 
in  the  rumors  that  have  gone  abroad  that  a  mil- 
itary force  is  to  make  its  appearance  here,  for 
the  purpose  of  overawing  the  President  and 
Congress,  and  compelling  them  to  recharter 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  No  man  who 
has  sense  enough  to  command  a  militia  company 
— no  man  who  has  bravery  enough  to  fight, will 
ever  come  to  this  city  on  such  an  errand. 

Having  received  no  petitions  or  memorials 
from  the  citizens  of  Tennessee,  upon  the  sub- 
jects which  now  agitate  the  country,  I  have 
been  entirely  silent  upon  the  presentation  of 
those  emanating  from  other  quarters,  being 
willing  that  those  who  represent  these  petition- 
ers and  memorialists  should  lay  them  before 
the  Senate  in  their  own  way.  But  I  will  take 
this  occasion  to  state  to  the  Senate  my  opinions 
upon  a  few  of  the  points  heretofore  discussed 
by  others.  Although  I  differ  altogether  in  opin- 
ion from  a  majority  of  the  memorialists  as  to 
the  cause  of  the  embarrassment  and  distress 
which  prevails  in  the  country,  I  am  gratified  to 
see  the  general  spirit  which  pervades  these  me- 
morials. They  evince  a  feeling  which  affords 
a  confident  assurance  that  the  rights  of  Ameri- 
can People  can  never  be  invaded  with  impuni- 
ty by  any  functionary  of  this  Government.  If 
such  sensitiveness  is  displayed  when  it  is  only 
imagined  that  their  Chief  Magistrate  has  commit- 
ted an  error,  what  will  not  the  same  spirit  do, 
should  their  rights  be  actually  invaded?  It 
will  rise  up  and  put  down  any  man,  or  any  set 
of  men,  who  shall  be  guilty  of  usurpation  and 
oppression.  As  to  the  harshness  of  language 
employed  in  the  memorials,  I  will  say  this,  that 
the  right  to  petition  and  memorialize  is  a  con- 
stitutional right;  and  although  citizens  may  not 
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measure  their  terms  and  phrases  exactly  to  suit 
our  taste,  still,  it  is  better  to  let  them  pass  un- 
censuredand  uncomplainedof  by  us;  although  I 
.  confess  I  should  prefer  to  see  petitioners  con- 
fine their  remarks  and  strictures  to  those  repre- 
senting them,  and  not  travel  out  of  their  own 
districts  and  territories,  for  the  purpose  of  lec- 
turing1 those  not  elected  by,  nor  amenable  to 
them.  Yet,  even  this  course  is  without  remedy; 
it  is  the  excessive  use  of  a  right  which  you  can- 
not prevent,  without  endangering  and  impairing 
the  right  itself.  It  is  like  the  licentiousness  of 
the  press,  which  cannot  be  cured  without  des- 
troying its  liberty. 

That  pecuniary  distress  exists  in  the  country, 
no  one  can  doubt.  As  to  its  extent  or  degree, 
no  accurate  opinion  can  be  formed.  My  own 
belief  is,  that  it  may  become  much  greater.  This 
depends  upon  the  will  of  the  bank,  lor  it  certain- 
ly has  the  power  to  increase  it.  The  existence 
of  this  distress,  and  the  probability  of  its  becom- 
ing greater,  furnishes  no  argument  to  me  in  its 
favor.  So  far  from  it,  it  proves  to  my  satisfac- 
tion that  no  corporation  capable  of  bringing 
•uch  distress  and  ruin  upon  our  citizens,  ought 
to  exist  in  our  country.  Without  it,  I  admit  we 
shall  have  less  of  the  show  and  splendor  of 
wealth,  but  we  shall  possess  more  substantial  se- 
curity and  happiness. 

I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  upon  the  name  and 
designation  of  parties  which  our  opponents  have 
lately  assumed  and  taken  upon  themselves. — 
They  denominate  themselves  "Whigs,"  and  i 
suppose  they  wish  to  affix  the  correlative  term, 
"Tory,"  upon  their  adversaries.  I  wish  to  be 
distinctly  understood  as  saying,  that  the  great 
body  of  individuals,  composing  every  political 
party  in  this  country  are  Whigs.  It  is  an  ap- 
pellation common  to  all  parties;  it  is  a  generic 
term,  and  no  one  class  of  them  has  a  right  to 
appropriate  it  to  themselves  exclusively;  and 
nothing  but  a  spirit  of  monopoly  could  give  rise 
to  the  effort  now  making  by  a  portion  of  the 
politicians  of  this  country.  This  name,  it  is 
imagined,  will  bring  together  parties  and  men 
who  differ  on  all  the  political  measures  which 
have  and  still  divide  the  people  of  the  United 
States — men  who  hold  no  one  political  opinion 
in  common — who  are  separated  from  each  oth- 
er as  widely  as  the  poles,  are  to  put  on  this 
cognomen  or  family  name.  There  is  but  a  sin- 
gle point  of  contact  between  them,  which  is,  a 
dislike  to  the  present  Chief  Magistrate;  and  I 
suppose  all  his  friends  and  supporters,  who  I 
believe  compose  a  large  majority  of  the  Ameri- 
can people,  are  to  receive  the  opposite  appella- 
tion. That  distinguished  representative  from 
Kentucky,  (Col.  Johnson)  whose  limping  gait 
at  every  step  bespeaks  chivalry  and  patriotism — 
be  who,  when  a  large  and  respectable  portion 
of  our  citizens,  impelled  by  what  they  believed 
a  sense  of  duty,  and  without  any  design  on  their 
part  to  interfere  with  the  right  of  conscience  in 
others,  applied  to  Congress  to  arrest  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath  day,  took 
up  the  subject,  investigated  it ,  and  by  a  forci- 
ble, argumentative,  and  luminous  report,  con- 
vinced many  of  the  petitioners  themselves  that] 


it  was  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  our 
institutions,  and  of  the  Federal  Constitution  for 
Congress  to  act  upon  the  subject — is  to  be  de- 
nominated a  tory.  And  he  who  fought  the  last 
and  best  battle  of  the  late  war — a  battle  which 
shed  such  lustre  and  splendor  on  the  American 
arms,  and  terminated  so  gloriously  a  contest 
carried  on  to  preserve  our  national  rights — is  to 
be  called  the  head  and  leader  of  tories.  I  tell 
gentlemen  this  device  will  not  do.  Whatever 
was  the  original  meaning  of  whig  and  tory  in 
England,  we  have  affixed  to  it  an  American 
meaning,  one  which  not  only  the  learned,  but 
the  unlearned,  understand. 

My  constituents  have  not  all  read  the  history 
of  Charles   ll. ;  they  consist  of  men  and  their 
descendants  who  fought  in  the   revolutionary 
and  last  war,  and  who  fought  the  Indians  in 
the  early   settlements  of  the  western  country; 
they  are  also  supporters  of  this  administration, 
and  should  any  man  go  amongst  them,  and  call 
them  tories,  he  would  be  apt  to  receive  a  very 
prompt  signification   of  the  meaning  they  at- 
tach to  the   term.     I  do  not  think  gentlemen 
are  doing  justice  to  their  friends,  wlu  n  they  at- 
tempt to  clothe  them  now  with   the  name  or 
covering  of  whigism,  as  though  it  were  anew 
garment,  because  this  implies  that  it  was  not 
possessed  before,  when  in  truth    it  has  been 
worn  oy  them  and  their  fathers  for  more  than 
half  a  century,   and  is  made  of  such  excellent 
materials,    that  it  has  become  none   the  worse 
by  wear.     From  what  has  occurred  this  morn- 
ing between  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Clay,)  and  the  Senator  from   North   Carolina, 
(Mr.  Mangum,)   I  find  I   was  mistaken  in  one 
thing.     I  had  supposed  that  the  union  between 
the   National     Republicans  and    State    Rights 
men,  even  of  the  strictest  sect,  hud  been  con- 
summated.    I  had  no  doubt,  if  it  were  so,  that 
a  divorce  would  speedily  take  place,  because, 
for  them  to  remain  together  without  an  aban- 
donment of  their  principles  on  one  side  or  the 
other,  I  knew  was  wholly  impossible.     From 
the  sentiments  expressed   by  the  Senator  from 
North   Carolina,  in  this  day's  debate,  if  he  be 
not   in  a  state  of  rebellion,  be  certainly  feels  a 
little   insurrectious,  or   insurrectional,  towards 
the  party  with  whom  he  is  operating.    He  says 
that  he  is  against  all  assumption*  ot  power  not 
granted  by  the    Constitution,   whether  by  the 
Executive,  the  Legislative,  or  the  Judicial  De- 
partments of  the  Government;  this,  he  says,  is 
the  whigism  of  the  south.     Now,  I  ask  him,  if 
the  imposition  of  an  oppressive  pr  .tective  ta- 
riff upon  his  principles  savors  of  whigism  ?  Yet 
a  majority  of  those  who  are  now  acting  with 
him  advocate  it.    I  ask  him  further,  does  the 
exercise   of  the   power   to   make  internal  im- 
provements by  the  Federal  Government  consti- 
tute any  portion  of  a  claim  to  whigism  in   the 
south?    Is  the  Bank  of   the    United   States  a 
whigish     institution,    according    to  southern 
doctrines?     I  presume  he  will  answer  all  these 
inquiries  in  the  negative.    If  all  this  will  not  do 
to   prove  that  the   National    Republicans   and 
southern  gentlemen  cannot  stand  and  act  toge- 
ther, surely  the  fact  that  the  National  Uepub- 
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licans  were  almost  unanimously  in  favor  of  the 
force  bill,  and  in  favor  too  of  the  proclamation, 
will  be  decisive;  for  I  always  have  understood, 
and  I  presume  it  will  not  be  denied,  that  these 
were  the  measures  of  this  administration  most 
censured  and  condemned  by  the  south.  Under 
the  name  and  standard  of  the  National  Repub- 
licans, the  south  will  not,  cannot  rally,  because 
the  principles  of  that  class  of  politicians,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  south,  leads  to  consolidation. 

Under  the  name  of  the  State  Rights  party,  the 
'nationals  will  not  unite,  much  less  under  that 
name  which  the  South  Carolina  politicians  have 
assumed,  because  their  principles,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  nationals,  led  to  disunion.  In  this  dilem- 
ma, as  it  is  impossible  to  find  out  or  invent  a 
name  or  appellation  at  all  significant  of  their 
principles;  as  they  are  contradictory  and  incon- 
sistent with  each  other;  and  as  they  are  anxious 
to  get  together,  they  have  fallen  upon  the  expe- 
dient of  taking  to  themselves  the  name  or  title 
of  whigs,  which  is  extensive  enough  in  its  mean- 
ing to  include  every  American  citizen  who  loves 
hit  country,  but  has  nothing  characteristic  in  it 
of  their  peculiar  tenets  or  political  principles,and 
is  broad  enough  to  include,  not  only  the  oppo- 
nents, but  the  friends  of  the  present  administra- 
tion. Before  I  can  agree  that  our  opponents 
shall  have  the  exclusive  possession  of  the  title 
whigs,  I  wish  to  make  some  further  inquires  ; 
where  are  those  men  who,  during  the  last  war 
discouraged  the  enlistment  of  soldiers  ?  Where 
are  those  who  used  their  influence  to  prevent 
loans  of  money  to  the  Government  in  its  utmost 
need  ?  Where  are  all  the  moral  traitors  of  that 
gloomy  and  trying  period  ?  Where  are  those 
who  thought  it  immoral  and  irreligious  to  rejoice 
at  our  victories,  and  mourned  at  the  defeat  of 
our  enemy  ?  Where  are  those  who  denounced 
James  Madison  as  a  tyrant,  usurper,  and  despot, 
and  proclaimed  that  the  country  would  never 
prosper  until  he  was  sent  to  Elba  ?  Where  are 
the  "  blue-light"  gentry,  who  gave  private  sig- 
nals to  the  enemy  to  enable  them  to  murder  our 
citizens  ?  These  men  are  not  to  be  found  in  the 
ranks  of  this  administration;  they  will  pursue 
the  present  Chief  Magistrate  with  their  hatred 
to  his  grave,  and  when  dead  their  enmity  will 
not  cease;  they  have  their  reasons  for  it;  he  did 
their  friends  too  much  damage  at  the  city  of  New 
Orleans  ever  to  be  forgiven. 

I  will  conclude  by  expressing  my  most  earnest 
wish  that  the  subject  now  under  consideration 
may  not  be  decided  rashly  and  under  the  in- 
fluence of  party  excitement,  but  with  coolness 
and  deliberation,  and  that  the  decision  may  be 
such  as  will  best  comport  with  the  dignity  of  this 
body,  and  promote  the  harmony  and  prosperity 
of  our  common  country. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


Opposition  being  made,  he  called  for  the 
suspension  of  the  rule,  and  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  ,•  which  having  been  taken,  stood  as 
follows — yeas  103,  nays  50.  So  the  rule  was 
suspended.  The  Speaker,  said  the  motion 
must,  by  rule,  lie  one  day  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  moved  to  dispense  with  the 
rule. 

Mr.  ADAMS  demanded  the  yeas  and  rays. 
They  were  taken,  yeas  110,  nays  68.  Two- 
thirds  not  consenting, the  rule  was  not  suspend- 
ed. 

Mr.  MERCER  offered  a  resolution,  (the  rule 
being  suspended  for  the  purpose,)  calling  upon 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  information 
relating  to  the  bridge,  to  be  erected  across  the 
Potomac. 

The  rule  being  suspended  for  the  purpose, 
Mr.  GILMER  moved  that  the  letter  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  of  the  4'h  of  March,  commu- 
nicating information  concerning  the  death  of 
Col.  Owens,  be  taken  up,  which  being  agreed 
to,  he  moved  its  reference  to  a  select  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

A  discussion  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Gil* 
me  it,  Clay,  and  Willi  »ms,  participated. 

The  hour  having  expired,  the  subject  was 
laid  over,  and  the  House  passed  to  the  order  of 
the  day,  which  was  the 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  discussion  on  the  different  items  con* 
tinued  until  5  o'clock,  when 

The  House  adjourned. 


I  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  the  usual  hour. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  asked  leave  to  offer  a  reso- 
lution, calling  for  information  relative  to  the 
Post  Office  Department. 


SENATE. 

Wednesday,  April  30,  1834. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  Se- 
cretary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER, 

The  Military  Appropriation  Bill  for  the  year 
1834,  was  again  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE,  said  he  was  charged  with 
the  presentation  of  a  memorial  from  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  town  of  Hallowel,  in  the  State  of 
Maine.  Thty  set  forth  that  they  had  been  sud- 
denly j-fflicted  by  a  paralysis  of  their  business, 
and  had  fallen  from  a  high  state  of  prosperity, 
to  one  of  deep  and  all-pervading  pecuniary  dis- 
tress; and  they  attributed  it  to  the  belligerent 
attitude  of  the  President  toward  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  his  seizure  of  the  pub- 
lie  treasure.  They  protested  against  the  right 
of  the  President  to  make  an  experiment  on 
their  prosperity,  and  on  the  currency  of  the 
country.  They  declared  that  the  rightful  pos- 
session of  the  public  treasure  belonged  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  they  reiter- 
ated the  idea  in  a  manner  which  wou'd  a'most 
induce  us  to  believe,  that  they  had  in  anticipa- 
tion of  this  very  remarkable  document,  the 
"Protest,"  of  the  President,  in  which  he  had 
so  directly  contravened  that  final  dictate  of  the 
Constitution,  they  bo  emphatically    declared 
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that  the  public  money  was  in  the  strict  custody 
and  possession  of  Congress,  and.  that  it  was 
dangerous  to  liberty  if  it  were  in  the  hands  of 
the  same  individual  who  held  the  sword,  as 
must  almost  have  proved  that  they  had  a  pre- 
sentiment of  these  extraordinary  claims  set  up 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  S.  knew  that  it  was  said  by  some,  on  the 
subject  of  what  he  would  call  the  Protest,  or 
Message.or  whatever]else  it  could  be  called — it 
was  supposed  by  some  that  the  President  had 
retracted  his  claim  on  the  public  money  assert- 
ed in  his  first  Message. 

Mr.  S.  knew  that  those  who  had  not  examin- 
ed and  compared  the  two  documents,  might 
be  impressed  with  that  idea.  But  the  explana- 
tory Message  was  ambiguous,  and  left  his  claim 
of  power  exactly  in  that  condition,"  where  he 
might  put  it  forth  in  all  its  extent,  whenever 
the  occasoin  to  do  so  should  arise, — yet,  the 
original  was  so  glossed  over  by  the  commenta- 
ry, that  he  might  refer  to  it  to  show  that  the 
President  did  not  claim  the  power  in  question. 
There  was  so  much  of  fallacy  in  it,  that  the 
President  might  go  either  way  which  would 
suit  his  purpose.  He  hoped  to  be  able  to  go 
either  way,  as  in  the  case  of  the  bank,  which 
he  at  one  time  considered  useful;  at  another 
time  dangerous?  which  one  Secretary  had  de- 
clared proper  and  necessary,  and  the  same  Sec- 
retary had  denounced  as  unconstitutional;  the 
President  was  in  favor  of  a  proper  bank,  agamst 
one  of  a  different  character;  his  course  had 
been  always  ambiguous.  It  was  so  in  regard 
to  the  tariff;  he  was  in  favor  of  a  "judicious" 
tariff,  and  such  a  tariff  every  body  wanted. 
And  now  by  this  last  document  of  the  Presi- 
dent, he  might  hold  only  the  public  money,  or 
not,  as  might  be  convenient  for  the  time  be- 
ing. 

Thislast  explanatory  document,  might  be  con 
sidered  as  in  consistency  with  his  whole  claim  of 
power  in  the  original.  What  was  the  character 
of  the  original  message?  It  claimed  that  by  the 
Constitution,  the  custody  and  possession  of  the 
public  money  always  belonged  to  the  Executive 
Department,  and  that  he  was  the  Executive 
Department.  He  said,  therefore,  it  must  belong 
to  him  by  the  Constitution.  Now  the  constitu- 
tion was  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  so  it 
denominated  itself.  That  claim  of  power,  as  it 
was  soon  seen,  would  not  be  palpable  to  most 
of  the  people,  and  lie  now  said  that  he  claimed 
but  what  the  law  gave  him.  Hut  in  his  first 
message  he  declared  tl>at  this  fundamental  law, 
(the  Constitution,)  gave  him  the  custody  and 
control  of  the  public  moneys,  and  this  declara- 
tion he  had  not  retiacted;  he  had  no  where  said 
that  Congress  could  take  the  money  out  of  his 
hands;  he  had  only  said  that  he  did  not  claim  to 
hold  it  illegally,  but  any  attempt  to  take  it  from 
him,  he  would  pronounce  to  be  void,  and  no 
law.  He  had  said,  that  all  government  officers,  of 
whatever  name,  except  Judicial,  were  Execu- 
tive officers,  and  he  controlled  them;  and 
if  they  were  under  his  control,  they  were  re- 
sponsible to  him.  In  his  supplement  he  had 
said  he   would  not  control  them,  unless  they 
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were  officers  appointed  by  the  President,  i 
then  he  was  accountable  for  their  conduct, 
in  the  protest  he  had  told  us,  that  th 
by  whatever  name,  were  Executive  officers,  i: 
that  the  public  money  must  be  in  the  custodj1 
such  officers.  Had  he  retracted  that  decl< 
tion?  Not  at  all.  He  had  said  that  whoever1, 
the  money  was  an  Executive  officer;  he  wa 
see  to  his  conduct,  and  to  him  he  was  accouif 
ble.  All  this  was  unrelinquished,  and  when? 
it  might  be'convenient,  he  would  put  forth; 
power  claimed  in  the  protest,  and  say  that ; 
the  Constitution,  he  had  possession  of  the  pull 
money,  and  would  control  all  the  publico! 
cers  entrusted  with  its  keeping.  He  had  ij 
that  Congress  might  select  the  place  for  it,  ij 
establish  regulations  for  keeping  it;  but  inw|| 
ever  vault  it  might  be  deposited,  he  would  i 
I  hold  the  key,  and  in  whatever  custody  iti'i 
am  the  keeper  of  its  keeper;  it  is  in  my  hwt\ 
and  you  may  make  your  regulations  as  you  pietk 

This  memorial,  Mr.  S.  said,  set  forth  instn'j 
and  emphatic  language,  that  the  general  distu 
was  caused  by  this  experiment;  and  they  i)t 
pealed  to  Congress  as  the  only  tribunal  in  wh) 
they  recognized  a  right  of  power  over  the  t| 
ject,  and  they  implored  Congress  to  reir 
them  from  their  present  distress;  and  Mrlj 
must  say,  that  it  was  the  language  of  truth  Ij 
soberness,  in  com|  liance  to  wuich  Cong:  i 
ought  to  interpose,  lest  a  generous  and  bii 
people  should  at  length  be  driven  to  the  vet 
of  despair. 

Mr.  S.  said  the  memorial  came  from  thepl 
of  his  own  residence,  which,  when  he  left 
presented  a  scene  of  prosperity,  not  excee, 
in  any  part  of  the  country.  For  years  they 
been  prosperous  and  happy  by  successful  int 
try,  and  nothing  but  the  oppression  rf  their 
lers,  could  have  caused  them  to  use  this 
guage. 

The  memorial  was  signed  by  upwards  of 
hundred  citizens  of  Ha  How  el,   who   constitt 
nearly  three-fourths  of  all  the  legal  voters 
the  town,  and  the  occupation  of  each  was 
nexed  to  his  name.      Mr.  S.  had   examined 
list,  and  found  that  many  of  them  were  his  ne 
bors,  his  friends  with  whom  he  had  daily  in 
course.     The  majority  of  them  were  knowr 
him  personally,    and"  known  in    the    chara 
which  they  assumed.     As  they  were  his  ne 
bois  and  friends,  he  would   only  say,  they 
served  as  much  the  estimation  and  regard  of 
Senate,  as  any   body   of  men  whose  petit 
were  before  them.     Mr.  S.  saw  some  few  na 
of  the  few  in  that  town  who  supported  the 
sent   administration;    he   said  of   the  few, 
there  were  very  few  there    who   had   susta 
the  administration.     From    Augusta,   Gard 
and  Lubec,  comprising  twelve  hundred  pec 
so  far  as  Mr.  S.  could  hear,  there  was  but 
voice;  there  was  but  one  voice  from  the  w 
county  of  Kennebeck,  a  county   which  had 
ways  stood  pre-eminent  in  the  democratic  Si 
of  Maine,  in  democratic  principles    and    de>j 
cratic  conduct.      Kennebeck   was  known  b  . 
leading  democratic  county  of  uncontrolled    ' ' 
hardy  yeoman,  who  had  not  yielded  to  the  c ' 
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nd  bitter  waters  of  Jacksonism,  but  had   resist- 
d,  as  Mr.  S.  thought  they  always  would. 

He  trusted  ihey  would  not  be  wanting  in 
heir  efforts  to  sustain  the  Constitution  and  laws, 
t  was  his  pride  to  have  his  residence  among 
Shat  people.and  to  have  been  sustained  by  their 
approbation.  He  moved  that  the  memorial  be 
'ead,  printed,  and  referred. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  said,  that  his  colleague  had 
itated  that  there  was  but  one  voice  from 
die  county  of  Kennebec.  This  was  true,  if  re 
£ard  was  had  to  memorials  alone;  and  in  that 
case  but  one  voice  had  come  from  the  State  of 
\Iaine.  Those  who  regarded  the  administra- 
jon  as  right,  had  never  troubled  themselves  to 
present  one  resolution,  or  one  memorial;  and 
Mr.  S  trusted  they  would  not.  The  State  of 
Maine  could  now  number  70,000  voters;  it  had 
given  more  than  60,000;  and  there  had  come 
we,  as  evidence  of  the  opinion  of  the  State, 
»ome  six  and  twenty  thousand,  out  of  70,000 
toters. 

I  The  Legislature  had  approved  the  Ex-cutive 
taeasures,  by  a  vote  of  one  hundred  and  nine 
*Q  fifty-three  in  one  House;  and  of  twenty. two 
to  two,  in  the  other;  and  this  was  the  only  ex- 
pression of  public  sentiment  on  that  side  of  the 
question,  and  the  only  one  that  would  be  made. 
The  State  rested  on  her  own  quiet  dignity,  feel- 
ing that  the  Legislature  had  expressed  the  opi- 
nion of  the  population — not  by  excitement,  not 
by  talk ,  not  by  irregular  and  declaratory  assem- 
blies :  and  it  was  not  by  such  an  expression 
that  she  would  permit  herself  to  be  heard.  She 
would  speak  in  due  form  of  law,  by  the  ballot 
pox,  and  not  in  any  other  manner. 
'  Mr.  S.  presented  these  views  only  to  show 
prhat  might  be  the  future  opinions  of  the  State, 
though  he  did  not  pretend  to  look  into  futurity. 
He  thought  it  enough  to  look  at  exising  opin- 
ions as  they  were. 

Mr.  Sheplei  continued.  No  petition  could 
(now  be  presented  without  a  discussion  for  elec- 
tioneering purposes  taking  place  upon  it.  Whe- 
ther the  population  of  this  country  was  prepar- 
ted  to  regard  this  assembly  as  created  for  the 
(purpose  of  instructing  them  in  the  election  of  a 
President,  remained  to  be  decided.  He  (Mr 
IB.)  had  thought,  until  he  came  here,  that  Con 
fgress  met  for  a  very  different  purpose.  It 
seemed,  that  reason  was  no  longer  to  be  the 
jfuide  in  this  matter;  but  that  excitement— ex- 
citement, was  to  be  the  order  of  the  day — ap- 
peals to  the  passions  and  prejudices.  All  op- 
portunities were  now  taken  to  create  excite- 
ment, and  to  produce  disturbance;  judgment 
was  left  entirely  out  of  the  question.  This  was 
a  new  mode  of  electioneering.  The  old  sys- 
tem was  found  insufficient  for  present  purposes, 
and  a  new  one  was  consequently  invented.  This 
s  all  very  proper,  no  doubt.  The  old  system 
having  been  tried  and  found  unavailing,  he  (Mr. 
S.)  commended  the  wisdom  of  those  who  had 
discover«d  a  new  one.  It  was  not  more  em- 
phatically true  that  a  new  system,  new  names, 
and  new  views  in  the  science  of  electioneering 
had  been  introduced,  than  that  those  new  names, 
ttew  views,  and  that  new  system,  were  adopted 


and  supported  by  particular  portions  of  the 
community.  He  could  not  conceive  that  the 
county  of  Kennebec  bore  any  peculiar  marks  of 
being  the  principal  democratic  county  in  the 
State  of  Maine;  he  thought  it  was  better  enti- 
tled to  bear  the  new  name  which  had  been  giv- 
en to  old  partisans.  He  denied  that  the  county 
of  Kennebec  possessed  any  distinguished  marks 
of  its  being  the  first  democratic  county  in  his 
State;  there  were  other  counties  which  stood 
pre-eminently  above  it  in  this  respect.  He  did 
not  intend  to  follow  his  colleague  in  the  remarks 
which  he  had  made  on  the  President's  message; 
he  had  not  supposed  the  presentation  of  a  peti- 
tion would  have  been  considered  a  proper  occa- 
sion for  commenting  upon  a  paper  which  had 
not  yet  been  received;  but  he  would  ask,  when 
the  question,  as  to  the  reception  of  the  docu- 
ment, should  be  decided,  that  they  might  have 
a  full,  fair,  and  reasonable  examination  and 
judgment  upon  it.  He  hoped  that  gentlemen 
who  were  dissatisfied  with  the  paper,  would  de- 
liberately and  fully  give  their  reasons  for  such 
dissatisfaction;  that  they  would  put  down  their 
reasons,  and  present  them  to  the  country  in  a 
permanent  shape.  Until  this  was  done,  he 
should  make  no  remark  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  said,  with  regard  to  the  'new 
name'  which  his  colleague  had  alluded  to,  he 
would  state  that  the  name  he  (Mr.  S.)  had  given 
to  the  people  of  Kennebec  was  no  novelty.  The 
name  of  Whig  was  nothing   new  to  the  people 
of  that  county.    Among  those  people  were  to  be 
found  many  of  the  soldiers  and  patriots  of  the 
Revolution.     He  was  glad  that  his  hon.  col- 
league had  thought  proper  thus  to  designate 
the  people  of  Kennebec  county.     The  name  of 
Whig  was  of  greater    antiquity  1han   the  hon. 
gentleman  seemed  to  suppose.     It  had  existed 
so  long  as  from  the  year  1679  until  the  present 
time,  and  as  a  proof  of  its  applicability  to  the 
present  memorialists,   he  would  take  leave  to 
read  a  few  words  from  a  high  Tory  writer.    In 
the  reign  of  Charles  the  2nd,  the  measures  of 
that  monarch  greatly  excited  the  people  of  En- 
gland— produced  an   excitement  such   as  that 
which   had  been  objected  to  by  his  hon.  co'- 
league,  and  which  had  been  resorted  to  by  the 
present  memorialists — the  excitement  of  peti- 
tion .     This  excitement  was  very  distasteful  to 
his  majesty.     [Mr.  Sprague  here  read  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  Hume's  England:]     "As 
the  King  found  no  law,  by  which  he  could  pun- 
ish the  importunate,  and,  as  he  deemed  them , 
undutiful  solicitations,  he   was  obliged  to  en- 
counter them  by  popular  applications  of  a  con- 
trary  tendency.     Wherever   the   Church  ami 
Court  party  prevailed,  addresses  were  framed , 
containing  expressions  of  the  highest  regard  for 
his  majesty,  the  most  entire  acquiescence  in  his 
wisdom,  the  most  dutiful  submission  to  his  pre- 
rogative, and  the   deepest  abhorrence  of  those 
who  endeavored  to  encroach  upon  it  by  prescri- 
bing to  him  any  time  for  assembling  the  Parlia- 
ment.    Thus  the  nation  came  to  be  distinguish- 
ed into  petitioners  and  abfujrrers." 

Factions  indeed  were  at  this  time  extremely 
animated  against  each  other.     The  very  [names 
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by  which  each  party  denominated  its  antagonist, 
discover  the  virulence  and  rancor  that  pre- 
vailed; for  besides  petitioner  and  abhorrer,  ap- 
pellations which  were  soon  forgotten,  this  year 
is  remarkable  for  being  the  epoch  of  the  well- 
known  epithets  of  Whig  and  Tort!  !  Thus , 
said  Mr.  Sprague,  it  would  be  seen  that  the 
petitioners  were  for  supporting  the  rights  of 
Parliament  and  preventing  any  undue  exercise 
of  kingly  authority,  whilst  the  abhorrers  ex- 
pressed the  most  entire  acquiesence  in  the  wis- 
dom of  his  majesty  and  the  most  dutiful  subm  s- 
sion  to  his  prerogative.  The  people  of  this 
country  were  now  similarly  divided:  there  were 
114,000  petitioners  and  8,000  abhorrers.  Now 
the  people  of  Kennebec  county  like  the  English 
of  Charles'  time,  would  not  yield  to  the  royal 
prerogative;  they  were  Whigs  of  the  old  school, 
and  Whigs  of  the  present  day.  His  colleague 
had  said  that  Kennebec  had  no  tide  to  be  con- 
sidered as  the  leading  democratic  county  in  the 
State  of  Maine.  He  (Mr.  S,)  would  ask  his 
colleague  what  that  county  had  been  since  the 
year '98?  The  independent  yeomanry  of  that 
county  had  always  been  entitled  to  this  proud 
distinction.  They  had  ever  been,  as  they  now 
were,  the  steady  opponents  of  arbitrary  power. 

As  to  the  expression  of  public  feeling  in  the 
State  of  Maine,  he  did  not  consider  that  a  pro- 
per subject  for  discussion  at  this  moment.  He 
would  permit  himself  to  say,  however,  that  his 
colleague  looked  to  the  past  instead  of  the  pre- 
sent; he  looked  to  the  legislature  of  September 
last;  to  the  state  of  public  feeling  before  the  re- 
moval uf  the  deposites.  He  did  not  look  to  the 
people  of  Maine  as  they  were  at  present  situa- 
ted, suffering,  groaning,  and  crying  out  for  re- 
lief. He  said  ihat  the  people  spoke  only  by 
their  legislature.  Sir,  said  Mr.  Spkague,  the 
people  speak  for  themselves;  are  we  to  be  told, 
when  the  people  are  writhing  and  suffering  un  . 
der  the  act  of  the  Executive,  that  they  are  to 
speak,  and  are  spe?king,  only  through  the  me- 
dium of  their  legislature.  Sir,  what  voices  have 
we  heard  from  Portland,  Bangor,  Freefbt'd, 
Eastport,  Lubec,  Augusta,  Hallowel,  Gardiner' 
Sir  the  people  are  speaking  lor  themselves — 
are  speaking  loudly.  If  my  colleague,  sir,  can 
derive  any  degree  of  satisfaction  by  going  back 
to  by-gone  days  instead  of  listening  to  what 
he  now  hears,  I  do  not  wish  to  deprive  him  of 
that  satisfaction  and  that  consolation;  but  I  tell 
him  that  the  darkness  which  has  prevailed  and 
overspread  the  horizon  of  my  State  is  [passing 
away — the  slreaKs  of  light  in  the  E  ist  are  grow- 
ing stronger — the  effulgence  of  morning  is  up- 
on it.  What  have  we  seen  in  New  York  and 
Virginia?  The  nation,  sir,  is  disenthralled,  is 
redeemed.  Virginia  and  New  York  have  spo- 
ken in  tones  which  cannot  pass  unheeded. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  said  he  looked  at  the  past 
and  the  present;  but  he  pretended  not  to  any 
prophetic  knowledge  ;  that  belonged  entirely 
to  the  other  side  of  the  House  ;  it  seemed  to 
him  to  be  their  portion,  and  far  be  it  from  him 
to  deprive  them  of  it.  The  evidence  from  the 
State  of  Maine  was  in  the  proportion  of  $0,000 


to  2,600  in  favor  of  the  present  administration. 
His  hon.  colleague  had  spoken  of  Lubec. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  had  alluded  to  the  election 
at  that  place. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  replied,  but  was  not  distinct- 
ly heard. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  repeated  that  he  had  refer- 
red to  the  Lubec  annual  election.  His  colleague 
had  made  another  allusion,  and  by  making  it 
his  own,  had  made  it  particular. 

Mr.  SMITH  presented  the  petition  of  300 
and  upwards  of  the  inhabitants  of  Connecticut, 
praying  that  a  monument  might  be  erected  to 
the  memory  of  Captain  Nathan  Hale,  who  had 
been  arrested  and  shot  as  a  spy,  whilst  endea- 
voring to  ascertain,  by  the  orders  of  General 
Washington,  the  true  position  of  the  British 
army. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  AffVirs. 

Mr.  CLAY  rose.  Never  (said  he,)  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, have  I  known  or  read  of  an  administra- 
tion,  which  expires  with  so  much  agony,  and  so 
little  composure  and  resignation,  as  that  which 
now  unfortunately  has  control  of  public  affairs 
in  the  country.  It  exhibits  a  state  of  mind,  fe- 
verish, fretful,  and  fidgetty,  bounding  reckless- 
ly from  one  desperate  expedient  to  another, 
without  any  sober  or  settled  purpose.  Ever 
since  the  dog-days  of  last  summer,  it  has  been 
making  a  succession  of  the  most  extravagant 
plunges  of  which  the  extraordinary  Cabinet 
paper,  a  sort  of  appeal  from  a  dissenting  Cabi- 
net to  the  people,  was  the  first ;  and  the  Pro- 
test, a  direct  appeal  from  the  Senate  to  the 
people,  is  the  last  aud  the  worst. 

A   new  Philosophy  has  sprung  up  within  a 
few  years  past,  called   Phrenology.     There  is, 
I  believe,  something  in  it,  but  not  quite  as  much 
as  its  ardent  followers  proclaim.     According  to 
its  doctrines,  the   leading  passion,  propensity, 
and  characteristics  of  every  man  are  developed 
in  his   physical  conformation,    chiefly  in   the 
structure  of  his  head.     Gall  and  Spurzheim,  its 
founders  or  most  eminent  |propogators,  being 
dead,  I  regret  that  neither  of  them  can  examine 
the   head  of  our  illustrious  Chief  Magistrate. 
But  if  it  could  be  surveyed  by  Dr.  Caldwell,  of 
Transylvania  University,  I  am  persuaded  that  he 
would  find  the  organ  of  destructiveness  promi* 
nently  developed.     Except  an  enormous  fabric 
of  Executive  power  for  himself,  the  President 
has  built  up  nothing,  constructed  nothing,  and 
will  leave  no  enduring  monument  of  his  admin- 
istration.    He  goes  for  destruction,  universal 
destruction  ;  and  it  seems  to  he  his  greatest  am- 
bition to  efface  and  obliterate  every  trace  of  the 
wisdom  of  his  predecessors.     He  has  displayed 
this  remarkable  trait  throughout  his  whole  life, 
whether  in  private  walks  or  public  service.    He 
signally  and   gloriously  exhibited  that  peculiar 
orga/i  when  contending  against  the  enemies  of 
his  country,  in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans.  For 
that   brilliant  exploit,   no  one  has  been   ever 
more  ready  than  myself  to  award  him  all  due    I 
honor. 

At  the  head  of  our  armies  was  his  appropriate 
position,  and  most  unfortunate  for  his  fame  was 
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the  day,  when  he  entered  on  the  career  of  ad- 
ministration as  the  chief  executive  officer.  He 
lives  by  excitement,  perpetual  agitating  excite- 
ment, and  would  die  in  a  state  of  perfect  repose 
and  tranquillity.  He  has  never  been  without 
some  object  of  attack,  either  in  individuals,  or 
in  masses,  or  in  institutions.  I  have  been  my-» 
self  one  of  his  favorites,  and  do  not  know  but 
that  1  have  recently  recommended  myself  to 
his  special  regard.  During  his  administration 
this  has  been  his  constant  course.  The  Indians, 
and  Indian  policy;  internal  improvements;  the 
•colonial  trade;  the  Supreme  Court;  Congress; 
the  bank;  have  successively  experienced  the 
attacks  of  his  haughty  and  imperious  spirit. 
And  if  he  trample  the  bank  in  the  dust,  my 
word  for  it,  we  shall  see  him  quickly  in  chase 
of  some  new  subject  of  his  vengeance.  This 
is  the  genuine  spirit  of  conquerors  and  of  con- 
quest. It  is  said  by  the  biographer  of  Alexan- 
der the  Great,  that,  after  he  had  completed  his 
Asiatic  conquests,  he  seemed  to  sigh  because 
there  were  no  more  worlds  for  him  to  subdue; 
and,  finding  without,  no  further  employment 
for  his  valor  or  h  s  arms,  he  turned  within  him- 
self to  search  the  means  to  gratify  his  insatiable 
thirst  for  glory.  What  sort  of  conquest  he 
achieved  of  himself,  the  same  biographer  tra- 
gically records. 

Already  has  the  President  singled,  out  and 
designated,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
the  new  object  of  his  hostile  pursuit;  and  the 
Protest,  which  I  am  now  to  consider,  is  his  de- 
claration of  war  What  has  provoked  it  ?  The 
Senate,  a  component  part  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  at  its  last  adjournment  left 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States  in  the  safe 
custody  of  the  persons  and  places  assigned  by 
law  to  keep  it.  Upon  re-assembling,  it  found 
the  treasury  removed;  some  of  its  guardians 
displaced;  all,  remaining,  brought  under  the 
immediate  control  of  the  President's  sole  will; 
and  the  President  having  free  and  unobstruct- 
ed access  to  the  public  money.  The  Senate 
believes  that  the  purse  of  the  nation  is,  by  the 
Constituion  and  laws,  entrusted  to  the  exclu- 
sive legislative  care  of  Congress.  It  has  dared 
to  avow  and  express  this  opinion,  in  a  resolu- 
tion adopted  on  the  28th  March  last.  That  re- 
solution was  preceded  by  a  debate  of  three 
months'  duration,  in  the  progress  of  which,  the 
able  and  zealous  supporters  of  the  Executive,  J 


in  the  Senate,  were  attentively  heaid.  Every 
argument  which  their  ample  resources,  or  those 
of  the  members  of  the  Executive  could  supply, 
was  listened  to  with  respect,  and  duly  weighed. 
After  full  deliberation,  the  Senate  expressed 
its  conviction  that  the  Executive  had  violated 
the  Constitution  and  the;  laws.  It  cautiously 
refrained,  in  the  resolution,  from  all  examina- 
tion into  the  mo'ives  or  intention  of  the  Execu- 
tive; it  ascribed  no  bad  ones  to  him;,  it  restrict- 
ed itself  to  a  simple  declaration  of  its  solemn 
belief  that  the  Constitution  and  laws  had  been 
violated.  This  is  the  extent  of  the  offence  of 
the  Senate.  This  i3  what  it  has  done  to  excite 
the  Executive  indignation,  and  to  bring  upon 
it  the  infliction  of  the  denunciatory  protest. 

The  President  comes  down  upon  the   Senate, 
and  demands  that  it    record  upon  its  journals 
this  protest.     He   recommends  no  measure,  no 
legislation  whatever.     He  proposes    no  Execu- 
tive proceeding-  on  the  part  of  the  Senate.     He 
requests  the  recording  of  his  protest,  and  he  re- 
quests nothing  more  nor  less      The  Senate  has 
abstained  from  putting  on   its  own  record   any 
vindication  of  the  resolution  which  the  President 
complains.     It  lias  not  asked  of  him  to  place  it, 
where  he  says  he  has  put  his  protest,  in  the  ar- 
chives of  the  Executive.     He  desires,  therefore, 
to  be  done  for  him,  on  the  journal  of  the  Senate, 
what  has  not  been  done  for  itself.     The  Senate 
keeps  no  recording   office  for  protests,  deeds, 
wills,  or  other  instruments.     The  Constitution 
enjoins  that  ''each    House  shall  keep  a  journal 
of  its  proceedings."     In  conformity  with  this  re- 
quirement,   the  Senate  does   keep    a  journal 
of    its  proceedings,    not    the    proceedings]  of 
the    Executive,    or   any  other    Department    of 
the    Government,   except  so  far    as    they    re- 
late   directly  to   the    business   of  the    Senate. 
The  President   sometimes  professes  to   favor  a 
strict  construction  of  the  Cons  itution,  at  least 
in    regard    to  the    powers   of    all    the    depart- 
ments of  the  Government,  other  than   that  of 
which  he  is  the  chief.     A  s  to  that,  he  is  the  great- 
est latitudinarian    that  has   ever  filled  the  office 
of  President      Upon  any  fair  construction  of  the 
Constitution,  ho*  can  the  Senate  be  called  upon 
to  record  upon  its  journal  any  proceedings  but 
its  own?     It  is  true,  that  the  ordinary  messages 
of  the  President  are  usually  inserted  at  large  in 
the  journal.     Strictly  speaking,  it  perhaps  ought 
never  to  have  been  done;  but   thoy  have  been 
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heretofore  registered  because  they  relate  to  the 
general  business  of  the  Senate,  either  in  its  le- 
gislative or  executive  character,  and  have  been 
the  basis  of  subsequent  proceedings.  The  pro- 
test, stands  upon  totally  distinct  ground. 

The  President  professes  to  consider  himself 
as  charged,  by  the  resolution,  with  "the  high 
crime  of  violating  the  laws  and  Constitution  of 
my  country."  He  declares  that  "one  of  the 
most  important  branches  of  the  Government, 
in  its  official  capacity,  in  a  public  manner,  and 
by  its  recorded  sentence,  but  without  precedent, 
competent  authority,  or  just  cause,  declares 
him  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  laws  and  Constitu- 
tion." The  protest  further  alleges  that  such  an 
act  as  the  resolution  describes  "constitutes  a 
high  crime — one  of  the  highest,  indeed,  which 
the  President  can  commit— a  crime  which  justly 
exposes  him  to  an  impeachment  by  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  upon  due  conviction, 
to  removal  from  office,  and  to  the  complete 
and  immutable  disfranchisement  prescribed  by 
the  Constitution."  It  also  asserts  "the  resolu- 
tion, then,  was  an  impeachment  of  the  Presi- 
dent; and  in  its  passage  amounts  to  a  declaration 
by  a  majority  of  the  Senate  that  he  is  guilty  of 
an  impeachable  offence."  The  President  is 
also  of  opinion  "that  the  resolution  does  not 
expressly  allege  that  the  assumption  of  power 
and  authority,  which  it  condemns,  was  inten- 
tional and  corrupt,  is  no  answer  to  the  preceding 
view  of  its  character  and  effect.  The  act  thus 
condemned  necessarily  implies  volition  and  de- 
sign in  the  individual  to  whom  it  is  imputed; 
and  being  unlawful  in  its  character,  the  legal 
conclusion  is  that  it  was  prompted  by  improper 
motives  and  committed  with  an  unlawful  intent.'' 
*  *  *  *  «The  President  of  the  United 
States,  tli erefore,  has  been,  by  a  majority  of  his 
constitutional  triers,  accused  and  found  guilty  of 
an  impeachable  offence." 

Such  are  the  deliberate  views,  entertained  by 
the  President,  of  the  implications,  effects  and 
consequences  of  the  resolution.  It  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  say  that  they  are  totally  different 
from  any  which  were  entertained  by  the  Senate 
or  by  the  mover  of  the  resolution.  The  Senate 
carefully  abstained  from  looking  into  the  quo  an- 
imo,  from  all  examination  into  the  motives  or  in- 
tention with  which  the  violation  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  laws  was  made.  No  one  knows  those 
motives  and  intentions  better  than  the  President 
himself.  If  he  chooses  to  supply  the  omission  of 
the  resolution;  if  he  thinks  proper  to  pronounce 
his  own  self  condemnation;  his  guilt  does  not 
flow  from  what  the  Senate  has  done,  but  from 
his  own  avowal.  Having  cautiously  avoided  to 
pass  upon  his  guilt  by  prejudgment,  neither  ought 
his  acquittal  to  be  pronounced  by  anticipation. 

But,  I  would  ask,  in  what  tone,  temper,  and 
spirit,  does  the  President  come  to  the  Senate? 
As  a  great  state  culprit,  who  has  beeu  arraigned 
at  the  Bttr  of  justice  or  sentenced  as  guilty? 
Does  he  manifest  any  of  those  compunctious  visi- 
tings  of  conscience  which  a  guilty  violator  of  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  land  ought  to  feel? 
Docs  he  address  himself  to  a  high  court  with  the 
resffe-ci.  to  say  nothing  of  humility,  which  a  per- 


son accused  or  convicted  would  naturally  feel? 
N®,  no-  He  comes  as  if  the  Senate  were  guilty; 
and  as  ifhe  were  in  the  judgment  seat,  and  the 
Senate  stood  accused  before  him.  He  arraigns- 
the  Senate.  Puts  it  upon  trial.  Condemns  it. 
He  comes  as  ifhe  felt  himself  elevated  far  above 
the  Senate,  and  beyond  all  reach  of  the  law,  sur- 
rounded by  unapproachable  impunity.  He  who- 
professes  to  be  an  innocent  and  injured  man,, 
gravely  accuses  the  Senate;  and  modestly  a9ks  it 
to  put  upon  its  own  record  his  sentence  of  con- 
demnation! When  before  did  the  arraigned  or 
convicted  party  demand  of  the  court  which  was 
t^try,  or  had  condemned  him,  to  enter  upon 
their  records  a  severe  denunciation  of  their  own 
conduct?  The  President  presents  himself  before 
the  Senate  not  in  the  garb  of  suffering  innocence, 
but  in  imperial  and  royal  costume,  as  a  dictator 
to  rebuke  a  refractory  Senate;  to  command  it  to- 
record  his  solemn  Protest,  to  chastise  it  for  dis- 
obedience. 

"The  hearts  of  Princes  kiss  obedience 
ilSo  much  they  love  it-;  but  to  stubborn  spirits 
"They  swell,  and  grow  as  terrible  as  storms." 

We  shall  better  comprehend  the  nature  of 
the  request  which  the  President  has  made  of  the 
Senate,  by  referring  to  his  own  opinions  ex- 
pressed in  the  protest.  He  says  that  the  resolu- 
tion is  a  recorded  sentence,  "  but  without  pre- 
cedent, just  cause,  or  competent  authority."  He 
"is  perfectly  convinced  that  the  discussion  and 
passage  of  the  above  mentioned  resolution  were 
not  only  unauthorized  by  the  Constitution,  but  in 
many  respects  repugnant  to  ks  provisions,  and 
subversive  of  the  rights  secured  by  it  to  other  co- 
ordinate departments."  We  had  no  right,  it 
seems,  then,  even  to  discuss,  much  less  express 
any  opinion,  on  the  President's  proceedings  en- 
croaching upon  our  constitutional  powers.  And 
what  right  had  the  President  to  look  at  all  into 
our  discussions?  What  becomes  of  the  consti- 
tutional provision  which,  speaking  of  Congress, 
declares,  "For  any  speech  or  debate  in  either 
House,  they  shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other 
place." 

The  President  thinks  "the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  is  wholly  unauthorized  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  in  derogation  of  its  entire  spirit."  He 
proclaims  the  passage,  recording,  and  promulga- 
tion of  the  resolution,  affixes  guilt  and  disgrace 
to  the  President,  "in  a  manner  unauthorized  by 
the  Constitution"  But,  says  the  President,  if 
the  Senate  had  just  cause  to  entertain  the  belief 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  would  not  im- 
peach him,  that  cannot  justify  "the  assumption 
by  the  Senate  of  powers  Tiot  conferred  by  the 
Constitution."  The  Protest  continues,  "it  is 
only  necessary  to  look  at  the  condition  in  which 
the  Senate  and  the  President  have  been  placed 
by  the  proceeding,  to  perceive  its  utter  incompat- 
ibility with  the  provisions  and  the  spirit  of  the^ 
Constitution,  and  with  the  plainest  dictates  of 
humanity  and  justice."  A  majority  of  the  Senate 
assume  the  function  which  belongs  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  "convert  themselves  into 
accusers,  witnesses,  counsel,  and  judges,  and 
prejudge  the  whole  case."    If  the  House  of  Re- 
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presentatives  shall  consider  that  there  is  no  cause 
of  impeachment,  and  prefer  none,  "then  will  the 
■violation  of  privilege  as  it  respects  that  House, 
of  justice  as  it  regards  the  President,  and  of  the 
Constitution  as  it  relates  to  both,  be  more  conspi 
cuous  and  impressive." 

The  Senate  is  charged  with  the  "unconsti- 
tutional  power  of  arraigning  and  censuring  the 
official  conduct  of  the  Executive."  The  peo- 
ple, says  the  protest,  will  be  compelled  to  adopt 
the  conclusion,  "either  that  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate was  unworthy  of  their  respect,  or  that  the 
Senate  was  chargeable  with  calumny  and  in- 
justice." There  can  be  no  doubt  which  branch 
of  this  alternative  was  intended  to  be  applied. 
The  President,  throughout  the  protest,  labors 
to  prove  himsell  worthy  of  all  respect  from  the 
people.  Finally,  the  President  says,  "It  is  due 
to  the  high  trust  with  which  T  have  been  charg- 
ed; to  those  who  may  be  called  to  succeed  me 
in  it;  to  the  representatives  of  the  people  whose 
constitutional  prerogative  has  been  unlawfully 
assumed]  to  the  people  and  to  the  States;  and 
to  the  Constitution  they  have  established;  that 
I  should  not  permit  its  provisions  to  be  broken 
down  by  such  an  attack  on  the  Executive  De- 
partment, without  at  least  some  effort  'to  pre- 
serve, protect,  and  defend  them. ' 

These  are  the  opinions  which  the  President 
expresses  in  the  Protest,  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Senate.  In  every  form,  and  every  variety  of 
expression.he  accuses  it  of  violating  the  express 
language  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution;  of  en- 
croaching not  only  on  his  prerogatives  but  those 
of  the  Hor.se  of  Representatives;  of  forgetting 
the  sacred  character  and  impartiality  which  be- 
long to  the  highest  Court  of  Justice  in  the  Union; 
of  injustice,  of  inhumanity,  and  of  calumny.- - 
And  we  are  politely  requested  to  spread  upon 
our  own  journal  these  opinions  entertained  of 
lis  by  tne  President,  that  they  may  be  perpetu- 
ally preserved  and  handed  down  to  posterity  ! 
The  President  respectfully  requests  it !  He 
might  as  well  have  come  to  us  and  respectfully 
reques'ed  us  to  allow  him  to  pull  our  noses,  or 
kick  us,  or  receive  his  stripes  tipon  our  backs. 
The  degradation  would  not  have  been  much 
more  humiliating. 

The  President  tells  us,  in  the  same  Protest, 
that  any  breach  or  violation  of  the  Constitution 
and  laws,  draws  after  it,  necessarily  implies, 
volition  and  design;  and  that  the  legal  conclu- 
sion is,  that  it  was  prompted  by  ^improper  mo- 
tives and  committed  with  an  unlawful  intent. — 
He  pronounces,  therefore,  that  the  Senate,  in 
the  violations  of  the  Constitution,  which  he  de- 
liberately imputes  to  it,  is  guilty;  that  volition 
and  design,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  is  neces- 
sarily implied;  and  that  the  legal  conclusion  is, 
that  the  Senate  was  prompted  by  improper  mo- 
tives, and  committed  the  violation  with  an  un 
lawful  iiVen'.  And  he  most  respectfully  and 
kindly  solicits  of  the  Senate,  to  overleap  the 
restraint  of  the  Constitution  which  limits  its 
journal  to  the  record  of  its  own  proceedings,and 
place  a'ongside  of  them,  his  sentence  of  condem- 
nation of  the  Senate. 

The   President  did   not  intend  to  make  the 


journal  of  the  Senate  a  medium  of  conveying  his 
sentiments  to  the  people,  is  manifest.  He  knows 
perfectly  well  how  to  address  to  them  his  ap- 
peals. And  the  remarkable  fact  is  established, 
by  his  private  secretary,  that,  simultaneously 
with  the  transmission  to  the  Senate  of  his  Pro- 
test, a  duplicate  was  transmitied  to  the  Globe, 
his  official  paper,  for  publication,  and  it  was- 
forthwith  published  accordingly.  For  what 
purpose,  then, was  it  sent  here?  It  is  painful  to 
avow  the  belief,  but  one  is  compelled  to  think  it 
was  only  sent  in  a  spirit  of  insult  and  defiance. 

The  President  is  not  content  with  vindicating 
his  own  rights.  He  steps  forward  to  maintain 
the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
also.  Why  ?  Was  it  to  make  the  House  his 
ally,  and  to  excite  its  indignation  against  the 
offending  Senate?  Is  not  the  House  perfectly 
competent  to  sustain  its  own  privileges  against 
every  assault  ?  I  should  like  to  see,  sir,  a  re- 
solution introduced  into  the  House,  alleging  a 
breach  of  its  privileges  by  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  which  was  intended  to  maintain,  unvio- 
lated,  the  constitutional  rights  of  both  Houses 
in  regard  to  the  public  purse,  and  to  be  present 
at  its  discussion. 

The  President  exhibits  great  irritation  and 
impatience  at  the  presumptuousness  of  a  resolu- 
tion, which,  without  the  imputation  of  any  bad 
intention  or  design,  ventures  to  allege  that  he 
has  violated  the  Constitution  and  laws.  His 
constitutional  and  official  infallibility  must  not 
be  questioned.  To  controvert  it,  is  an  act  of 
injustice,  inhumanity,  and  calumny.  He  is 
treated  as  a  criminal,  and,  without  summons,  he 
is  prejudged,  condemned,  and  sentenced.  Is  the 
President  scrupuously  careful  of  the  memory  of 
the  dead,  or  the  feelings  of  the  living,  in  respect 
to  violations  of  the  Constitution?  If  a  violation 
by  him  implies  criminal  guilt,  a  violation  by 
them  cannot  be  innocent  and  guiltless.  And 
how  has  the  President  treated  the  memory  of 
the  immortal  Father  of  his  Country?  That 
great  man,  who  for  purity  of  purpose  and  char- 
acter, wisdom  and  moderation,  unsullied  virtue, 
and  unsurpassed  patrotism,  is  without  competi- 
tion in  past  history,  or  among  living  men,  and 
whose  equal  we  scarcely  dare  hope  will  ever  bo 
again  presented  as  a  blessing  to  mankind.  How 
has  he  been  treated  by  the  President?  Has  he 
not  again  and  again  pronounced  that,  by  ap- 
proving the  bill  chartering  the  first  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  Washington  violated  the  Consti- 
tution of  his  country?  That  violation  according 
to  the  President,  included  volition  and  de- 
sign, was  promoted  by  improper  motives,  and 
was  committed  with  an  unlawful  intent.  It  was 
the  more  inexcusable  in  Washington,  because 
he  assisted  and  presided  in  the  convention  which 
formed  the  Constitution.  If  it  be  unjust  to  ar- 
raign, try  unheard,  and  condemn,  as  guilty,  a 
living  man,  filling  an  exalted  office,  with  all 
the  splendor,  power,  and  influence  which  that 
officer  possesses,  how  much  more  cruel  is  it  to 
disturb  the  sacred  and  venerated  ashes  of  the 
illustrious  dead,  who  can  raise  no  voice,  and 
make  no  protests,  against  the  imputation  of 
high  crime? 
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What  has  been  the  treatment  of  the  President 
towards  that  other  illustrious  man  yet  spared  to 
hs,  but  who  is  lingering"  upon  the  very  verge  of 
eternity?  Has  he  abstained  from  charging  the 
Father  of  the  Constitution  with  criminal  intent 
in  violating  the  Constitution?  Mr.  Madison, 
like  Washington,  assisted  in  the  formation  of  the 
Constitution,  was  one  of  its  ablest  expounders 
and  advocates,  and  was  opposed,  on  constitu- 
tional ground,  to  the  first  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  But,  yielding  to  the  force  of  circum- 
stances, and  especially  to  the  great  principle  that 
the  peace  and  stability  of  human  society  require 
that  a  controverted  question  which  has  been  final- 
ly settled  by  all  the  departments  of  Government, 
by  long  acquiescence,  and  by  the  people  them- 
selves, should  not  be  open  to  perpetual  dispute 
and  disturbance,  he  approved  the  bill  chartering 
the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Even 
he,  the  name  of  James  Madison,  which  is  but 
another  for  purity,  patriotism,  profound  learning, 
and  enlightened  experience,  cannot  escape  the 
imputations  of  his  present  successor. 

And,  lastly,  how  often  has  he  charged  Con- 
gress itself  with  open  violations  of  the  Constitu- 
tion? Times  almost  without  number.  During 
the  present  session,  he  has  sent  in  a  message,  in 
regard  to  the  Land  Bill,  in  which  he  has  charged 
it  with  an  undisguised  violation.  A  violation  so 
palpable  that  it  is  not  even  disguised  ;  and  must 
therefore,  necessarily  imply  a  criminal  intent. 
Sir,  the  advisers  of  the  President,  whoever  they 
are,  deceive  him  and  themselves.  They  have 
vainly  supposed  that,  by  an  appeal  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  an  exhibition  of  the  wounds  of  the  Pre- 
sident, they  could  enlist  the  sympathies  and  the 
commisseration  of  the  people.  That  the  name  of 
Andrew  Jackson  would  bear  down  the  Senate 
and  all  opposition.  They  have  yet  to  learn, 
what  they  will  soon  learn,  that  even  a  good  and 
responsible  name  may  be  used  so  frequently,  as 
an  endorser,  that  its  credit,  and  the  public  confi- 
dence in  its  solidity,  have  been  seriously  impair- 
ed. They  mistake  the  intelligence  of  the  people, 
who  are  not  prepared  to  see  and  sanction  the 
President's  putting  forth  indiscriminate  charges 
of  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  against  whom- 
soever he  pleases,  and  exhibiting  unmeasured 
rage  and  indignation,  when  his  own  infallibility 
is  dared  to  be  questioned. 

I  had  supposed  the  right  of  the  Senate  to  ex- 
press its  opinion,  in  any  form,  as  to  a  violation 
of  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress,  would 
not  be  seriously  questioned.  What  part  of  the 
Constitution  restrains  it }  All  civil  officers  of 
Government  are  liable, on  a  proper  cause,  to  im- 
peachment. If  the  Senate  cannot,  without  look- 
ing into  his  motives,  express  its  opinion,  that 
the  Chief  Magistrate  has  violated  the  Constitu- 
tion, because,  by  possibility,  he  may  be  im- 
peached, neither  could  the  Senate  express  Mich 
an  opinion  as  to  any  impeachable  oriicer,  how- 
ever low.  Ai  dit  would  come  to  this,  that  the 
Senate  might  behold  a  gross  violation  of  the 
Constitution  by  a  Register  of  a  Land  Office,  or 
a  Collector  of  the  Customs,  without  being  able 
to  interpose  any  corrective  or  preventive  reme- 
dy.    If  the  Senate,  for  the  reason   assigned, 


cannot  express  its  opinion,  in  the  form  of  reso- 
lution, neither  could  it,  for  the  same  reason, 
express  it  in  the  form  of  bill,  whether  originat- 
ing in  the  House  of  Representatives  or  the  Se- 
nate. 

The  right  of  every  body,  natural  or  artificial, 
individual  or  corporate,  to  defend  its  faculties, 
powers,  privileges,  and  existence,  against  un- 
just attack,  is  an  inherent  and  constitutional 
right.  Does  not  the  President,  on  all  occa- 
sions, defend  the  Executive  powers  ?  And 
may  not  the  Senate  defend  its  legislative'  How 
far  the  Senate  may  go  in  the  exercise  of  that 
unquestionable  tight,  and  how  strongly  it  may 
express  itself,  in  maintaining  its  just  and  lawful 
authority,  is  for  itself  to  judge,  and  not  the  vio- 
lator to  prescribe.  Doubtless  the  Senate  will 
not,  and  has  not,  expressed  itself  in  such  man- 
ner as  to  imply  criminal  guilt  in  the  violation. 
The  alleged  violator  is  neither  impeached,  sum- 
moned, nor  arraigned.  He  has  no  right  to  an- 
ticipate whether  he  will  be  or  will  not  be. 
When  he  is,  it  will  be  time  enough  for  him  to 
exercise  the  right,  if  he  has  it,  to  challenge  the 
array,  or  individuals  of  the  panel.  If  he  has  it 
not  upon  his  arraignment,  he  has  it  not  previ- 
ous to  his  arraignment. 

The  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  I 
presume  the  President  will  hardly  question, 
may  express  their  approbation  of  the  Executive 
conduct,  and  declare  that  it  has  been  in  perfect 
conformity  with  the  Const  tution.  Many  such 
instances  of  such  expression  may,  no  doubt,  be 
found  in  our  annals ,  but  I  will  mention  only 
one.  Mr.  Jackson,  the  British  Minister,  having 
jriven  offence  to  the  American  Executive,  Con- 
gress, on  the  12th  January,  1810,  passed  a  joint 
r.  solution,  in  which  they  declare  that  "  the  Ex- 
ecutive Government  has  manifested  a  just  re- 
gard to  its  own  dignity  un4  honor,  as  well  as 
the  character  and  interest  of  the  American  Peo- 
ple;" and  Congress  pledged  itself  to  stand  by 
and  support  the  Executive,  and  to  employ,  if 
necessary,  the  whole  force  of  the  nation.  If  the 
then  President,  or  Secretary  of  Slate,  had  been 
subsequently  impeached  on  account  of  their 
conduct  towards  the  British  Minister,  that  joint 
resolution  amounted  to  an  acquittal,  in  anticipa- 
tion. If  the  Senate  may  express  its  approba- 
tion, can  it  not  its  disapprobation,  of  Executive 
conduct  ? 

The  President  supposes,  it  was  not  intended 
to  follow  up  the  resolution  with  any  legislative 
action.  I  protest  against  his  right  to  inquire 
into  that  matter.  He  has  no  authority  to  come 
to  either  branch  of  Congress,  and  prying  in- 
our  initiatory  or  inchoate  proceedings,  to  pro- 
nounce which  of  them  will  be,  or  will  not  be 
carried  out  into  the  forms  of  legislative  action. 
What  right  has  he  to  say  in  what  form  we  shall 
conduct  our  deliberations,  or  collect  the  sense 
of  this  body?  It  often  happens,  and  is  generally 
the  best  way,  when  there  exists  diversity  of 
opinion  among  the  members  of  the  body,  to  as- 
certain the  general  sense  in  the  form  of  a  reso« 
lution.  Examples  of  this  course  might  be  mul- 
tiplied without  number.  On  the  subject  of  in- 
ternal improvements,  some  twelve  or  fifteen  years 
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ago,  the  late  Mr.  Lowndes,  I  think  it  was, 
presented  a  series  of  propositions  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  in  the  form  of  resolutions, 
on  which  the  House  voted,  but  did  not  after- 
wards particularly  act.  I  will  say,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  country,  that  it  was  originally 
in  my  contemplation,  and  I  believe  that  of  other 
members,  if  necessary,  to  follow  up  the  resolu- 
tions by  positive  legislative  enactment,  in  some 
shape  or  other.  The  circumstance  in  which  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress  find  themselves,  have 
prevented,  and  may  continue  to  prevent,  the  ex- 
ecution of  that  purpose. 

If  the  present  attempt  be  tolerated,  where  is 
it  to  stop?  The  President,  pronounces  the  dis- 
cussion, as  weli  as  the  passage  of  a  resolution, 
never  officially  submitted  to  him,  to  be  uncon- 
stitutional. Although  the  Constitution  express* 
ly  secures  to  the  members  of  Congress  the  im- 
munity of  not  being  questioned  in  any  other 
place  for  any  speech  or  debate  in  either  House, 
the  President  declares  the  discussion  of  the  reso- 
lution to  have  been  a  violation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. The  next  step  will  be  to  scrutinize  the 
votes  of  individual  members.  ■  That,  indeed,  has 
been  already  taken  in  the  Protest.  It  is  true, 
the  President  disclaims  any  intention  to  ques- 
tion the  votes  of  our  members  from  New  Jersey, 
Maine,  and  Ohio;  but  he  has  set  forth  verbatim 
the  instructions  to  them  from  their  respective 
Legislatures — and  for  what  purpose  ?  For  what 
posssible  purpose  but  to  hold  up  those  Senators 
as  voting  contrary  to  their  instructions  and  their 
obligations?  The  next  step  may  be,  if  this  en- 
croachment upon  our  freedom,  of  deliberation  be 
not  arrested,  to  send  for  the  two  Houses,  and 
to  remonstrate  against,  the  passage  of  bills  pend- 
ing before  them,  aj3  a  British  King  once  did ,  or 
to  send  forindividual  members  to  the  President's 
mansion,  and  lecture  them. 

Mr*  President,  this  protest  is  but  a  new  form 
of  the  veto.  That  conservative  provision  of  the 
Constitution  has  been  most  remarkably  expand- 
ed and.  employed  under  the  present  administra- 
tion- The  Constitution  provides  for  but  one 
description  of  it,  but  the  present  Chief  Magis- 
trate has  divided  it  into  at  least  five  varieties. 
1st.  There  is  the  legitimate  constitutional  veto, 
according  to  which  the  President  may  negative 
a  bill,  which  the  two  Houses  may  afterwards 
pas?,  if  two-thirds  in  each  shall  vote  for  it,  not- 
withstanding the  President's  objections.  2dly. 
The  absolute  veto,  byretaining  a  bill,  and  there 
by  dep.ivinr  Congress"  of  all  opportunity  of  pas- 
sing it,  if  after  its  return,  they  should  be  unani- 
mpus  in  its  favor,  as  was  done  with  the  Land 
Bill.  3d.  Then  there  is  the  veto  subsequent: 
that  is,  when  the  President  refuses  to  execute 
laws,  although  they  have  received  the  sanction 
of  the  Executive,  and  no  other  co-ordinate 
branches  of'  the  .Government,  upon  the  ground 
that  the  present  Cfii'i  Slag  strate  deems  them 
unconstitutional.  4'h,  The  veto  conditional;  of 
which  there  is  at  1  ?ast  one  instance,  where  the 
President  approves  of  parts  of  a  bill,  which  he 
•will  execute,  hut  disapproves  of  another  part, 
which  ho  intimates  he  will  not  execute.  5th. 
The   initiatory  Veto,  as,  the  case  of  the  present 


resolution,  where,  before  any  proceeding  is  con- 
summated, and  before  the  resolution  is  officially 
presented  to  the  President  for  h?s  consideration, 
he  sends  in  a  protest,  which  is,  in  substance, 
the  same  thing  as  a  veto.  I  might  add  a  sixth 
variety,  that  is,  a  precedent  veto,  where  the 
President,  as  in  the  case  of  the  deposites,  exer- 
cises, in  advance  of  the  meeting  of  Congress,  his 
power  to"  bring  it  under  the  operation  of  the 
veto. 

Sir,  this  Protest  is  a  plain  and  palpable  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  the  Senate.     They  relate 
either  to  the  body,  collectively,  or  the  persons 
who  compose   it   individually.     The  abuse  of 
privilege   in    England  chiefly  grew  out  of  the 
vast  extension  of  it  to  members,  of  Parliament. 
The  Constitution  directs  itself  to  that  abuse,and 
defines  and  limits  the  privilege  of  members.  As 
to  them,  it  is  restrained  to  exemption  from  ar- 
rest in  all  but  excepted  cases,,  during  their  at- 
tendance   at    the    session    of  their  respective 
Houses,   and  in  going  to  or  returning  from  the 
same;  and  to  exemption,  for  any  speech  or  de- 
bate in  either  House,  frbm  being  questioned  in 
any   other   place.     But  as  to  the  privileges  of 
the  body  collectively,  it  was  impossible  to  fore- 
see  all  the   attacks,  in  any  form,  which  might 
be  made  upon  their  freedom  of  deliberation  and 
of  legislative  action;  and  they  are,  therefore, 
not  defined  or  expressly  provided  fori.     What- 
ever may  be  their  actual  extent,  all  must  agree 
that   a   deliberative    body  can  never  fulfil  the 
purposes   of  its  institution,  if  it  be  not  allowed 
freely  to  consider,  to  deliberate,  and  to  decide, 
upon  all   matters   which   come  before  it.     All 
must  admit,  that,  if  the  immense  power- and  in- 
fluence of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
may  be  interposed  on  a  subject  ofdeliberation 
before  either  House  of  Congress,  after  the  sense 
of  the  majority  is  declared,  but  before  any.  act 
has  regularly  emanated  from  the  body  to  be  of- 
ficially  presented   to   the   President, .  there  no  • 
longer  exists  that  salutary  freedom  > of  J elibera- 
tion   which  is  indispensable  to  an  independent 
and  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  body. 
The  President  has  s»  interposed:  and  his  inter* 
position  is  to  assert  high  and. important  powers 
in"  himself,   and  to  deny  them  to  the  Senate, 
contrary  to  the  Constitution'oftbe  United  States 
as  the  Senate  solemnly  believes.. 

In  support  of  this  extraordinary  hiterfe'rence, 
the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Ghcndt) 
and  others  who,  on  the  same  side,  preceded 
'.iim  in  the  debate,  have  relied  on.  a  precedent 
dr.iwn  from  the  administration  of  Governor 
VIcKaan,  whilst  Governor  of  Pennsylvania.  I 
should  like  to  make  the  preliminary  inquiry, 
what  right  have  the  President  and  his  partisans 
to  avail  themselves,  in  support  of  Executive 
power  or  practices,  of  any  precedents?  What 
right  have  they,  whose  course  has  been  marked 
by  an  utter  contt-mpt  and  derision  of  all  prece- 
dents in  this  Government,  in  respect  to  legisla- 
tive power;  whose  aim  seems  to  have  been  to 
efface  every  trace,  and  to  trample  down  and 
destroy  every  thing  built  up  by  their  predeces- 
sors—what right  have  they  to  resort  to  another 
.Government,  to  supply  them  with  the  authority 
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of  a  precedent  to  uphold  Executive  power? — 
But  what  was  the  Case  of  Gov.  McKean?  Arti- 
cles of  impeachment  against  him,  as  Governor, 
were  reported.by  a  committee  cf  the  House  of 
Representatives.  A  majority  of  the  House 
overruled  the  report,  and  thus  acquitted  the 
Governor.  He  then  requested  the  House  to  al- 
low him  to  record  on  its  journal  his  defence  a- 
gainst  the  articles  of  impeachment,  and  it  was 
permitted  to  be  done.  Now,  that  was  a  case  in 
which  the  request  of  the  Governor  was  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  decision  of  the  majority,  and 
tending  to  support  it  against  the  adverse  opin- 
ion of  the  minority.  Here  the  Protest  is  against 
the  judgment  of  the  majority;  and  its  tendency 
is  to  sustain  the  minority.  That  neither  called  in 
question  the  correctness  of  the  motives,  nor  the 
judgment  of  the  majority.  This  assails  both. 
Suppose  the  Governor  had  been  decided  by  the 
majority  to  have  justly  subjected  himself  to  im- 
peachment, (which  tlje  Senate  has  not  done  in 
regard  to  the  President)  would  the  majority 
have  allowed  the  Governor  to  enter  a  protest 
against  its  decision?  Would  it  have  permitted 
such  a  protest,  when  he  was  neither  accused, 
summoned,  arraigned, nor  on  his  trial? 

The  Senator  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Ghukdy) 
has  advanced  some  legal  opinions,  to  which  1 
cannot  subscribe.  He  has  endeavored  t;o  coun- 
tenance the  President's  opinion,  that  the  mere 
fact  of  a  violation  of  the  Constitution,  of  itself, 
mplie9  guilt;  and  has  contended,  that  the  exist- 
ence of  the  fact  of  homicide  alone,  or  that  of  a 
man  being  found  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemy 
perse,  establishes  his  guilt  of  murder,  in  the 
one  case,  and  treason  in  the  other.  That  is 
not  the  law.  Murder  cannot  be  made  out  with- 
out malice  prepense,"  or  the  diabolical  intention; 
xior  treason,  without  the  traitorous  intent.  And 
an  indictment  which  did  not  allege,  or  a  special 
verdict  which  did  not  find,  these  essential  facts, 
would  be  fatally  defective.  The  honorable  Se- 
nator and  myself  have  probably,  he  more  than 
I,  robbed  the  gallows  of  some  of  its  just  duesj 
but  his  professional  success  would  never  have 
been  attended  with  the  reputation  which  he 
has  acquired,  if  he  had  maintained,  in  the  de- 
fence of  his  clients,  such  doctrines  as  he  now 
advances. 

And  here,  Mr.  President,  I  might  conclude 
the  argument  ;  having,  I  think,  successfully 
shown  that  the  Senate  is  no  general  recording 
office;  but  that,  by  the  Constitution,  it  keeps  a 
journal  of  its  own  proceedings  only.  That  the 
Protest,  proposing  no  measure  whatever  for 
the  Senate,  but  limiting  itself  to  the  mere  re- 
quest of  the  President  to  have  it  spread  on  the 
journal,  is  not  Buch  a  paper  &s  the  President 
has  a  right  to  ask,  or  as  the  Senate  is  constitu- 
tionally bound,  to  put  on  its  journal.  Thai  it 
contains  reflections  upon,  and  imputations 
against,  the  Senate,  demonstrating  that,  if  it 
were  not  sent  in  to  insult  the  Senate,  it  cannot 
be  recorded  on  its  journal  without  its  perform- 
ing an  act  of  degradation  and  self-condemna- 
tion. And,  finally,  that  it  is  a  breach  of  the 
privileges  of  the  Senate,  threatening  its  inde- 
pendence and  its  freedom  of  deliberation. 


But,  sir,  there  are  some  constitutional  doc- 
trines advanaed  in  the  Protest,  in  my  judgment, 
so  untenable,  so  extravagant,  and  so  »1  timing, 
that  I  should  not  think  1  had  performed  my  du- 
ty if  I  resumed  my  seat  without  entering  my 
solemn  protest  against  them.  And,  1  must  first 
observe,  that,  during  the  three  months'  arduous 
debate  which  arose  on  the  resolutions,  we,  on 
this  side,  constantly  maintained  that  they  in- 
volved constitutional  principles  of  transcendant 
importance,  vitally  affecting  the  distribution  of 
powers  between  the  departments  of  Govern- 
ment, and  directly  tending  to  transform  our 
republic  into  sn  elective  monarchy.  On  the 
other  side,  it  was,  with  apparent  seriousness, 
urged,  that  the  whole  question  was  bank  or  no 
bank.  In  vain  did  we  contest  that  issue;  aver 
our  perfect  convictions  that  a  far  different  ques- 
tion was  presented;  and  appeal  to  the  conclu- 
sive fact  that,  on  our  side,  were  several  Sena- 
tors who  had  expressly  declared  their  fixed  de- 
termination to  vote  against  any  bank,  whilst  on 
the  opposite  side  there  were  several  Senators 
equally  resolved  to  vote  for  the  bank,  or  for  a 
bank.  In  spite  of  these^protestations,  the  de- 
lusion has  been  most  industriously  propagated 
by  the  partisans  and  the  leading  presses  of  the 
administration,  particularly  to  the  south,  and 
thousands  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
been  deceived  and  misguided  by  it. 

Well,  sir,  how  stands  the  matter  now?  The 
President  has  voluntarily  dissipated  the  delu- 
sion* thrown  off  all  disguise;  and  dropping  the 
bank  altogether,  comes  before  the  Senate,  in 
thejprotest,  asserting  for  himself  the  most  enor- 
mous powers.  He  has  fully  sustained  and  for- 
tified the  precise  ground,  which  we  have  con- 
stantly taken,  that  the  true  question  was  one 
purely  of  power.  He  has  even  gone  beyond 
the  position  which  we  took.  During  that  long 
debate,  we  insisted  that  an  attempt  was  made 
to  unite  the  purse  and  the  sword  in  the  hands  of 
the  President.  We  flattered  ourselves  that  the 
power  would  atleast  remain  to  Congress,  which 
the  Constitution  has  expressly  assigned  to  it,  "to 
dispose  of,  ami  make  all  needful  rules  and  regu- 
lations respecting  the  territory  or  other  proper- 
ty belonging  to  die  United  States."  But  the 
sword  and  the  purse  do  not  satisfy  the  Presi- 
dent; and  he  now  contends  for  the  custody  of 
all  the  property  of  the  nation,  whether  it  be  the 
immense  public  domain,  or  buildings,  or  mer- 
chandise, or  provisions,  or  clothing,  or  arms 
and  munitions  of  war,  or  public  money,  which 
is  but  a  species  of  public  property."  And 
"whenever  or  howsoever  obta  ned,  its  custody 
always  has  been,  and  always  must  be,  unless  the 
Constitution  be  changed,  entrusted  to  the  Exe- 
cutive Department.  No  officer  can  be  created 
by  Congress  for  the  purpose  of  taking  charge 
of  it,  whose  appointment  would  not,  by  the 
Constitution,  at  once  devolve  on  the  President, 
and  who  would  not  be  reponsible  to  him  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  his  duties."  "Con- 
gress cannot,  therefore,  take  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Executive  Department,  tfu  custody  of  the 
public  property  or  money,  without  an  assump- 
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tion  of  Executive  power,  and  a  subversion  of  sanction   for  the  deed.     Why  vauntingly  take 


ihe  first  principles  of  the  Constitution." 

The  President  claims  to  be  invested  with  all 
Executive  power,  whatever  its  purpose  or  na- 
ture may  be.  He  asserts,  if  I  understand  him, 
original  Executive  power,  independent  of  the 
Constitution.  His  language  is,  "the  power  of 
removal,  which,  like  that  of  appointment,  is  an 
original  Executive  power,  is  left  unchecked  by 
the  Constitution,  in  relation  to  all  Executive  of- 
ficers, for  whose  conduct  the  President  is  re- 
sponsible." And  sir,  is  it  not  remarkable,  that, 
on  the  28th  March  last,  in  the  concluding  speech 
which  I  made  on  the  resolutions-,  I  predicted 
that  the  day  would  come  when  this,  or  some 
other  President,  if  Executive  encroachment 
were  not  arrested,  would  attempt  to  deduce 
power  from  his  official  oath;  and  that  the  fulfil- 
ment has  so  quickly  followed  the  prediction? 
The  President  begins  and  ends  the  protest  with 
a  resort  to  that  official  oath,  as  a  source  of  pow- 
er, which  no  man  before  ever  regarded  as  grant- 
ing power.  And  he  supposes  that  because  his 
oath  "differs  from  that  of  every  other  function- 
ary," it  implies  a  peculiar  obligation  on  him. 
What  is  the  oath?  He  is  "to  preserve,  pro 
tect,  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States." 

Taken  in  their  largest  and  most  extensive 
sense,  and  regarding  the  oath  as  a  grant  of  pow- 
er, these  expressions  may  be  interpreted  to 
create  a  right  and  duty  on  the  part  of  the  Pre- 
sident, to  preserve  and  protect  the  Constitution, 


the  responsibility?  If  it  is  inherent  in  thy  office, 
or  is  fairly  attached  to  it  by  the  Constitution  or 
laws,  of  course  the  functionary  acts  under  his 
legitimate  responsibility.  He  should  feel,  not 
proclaim  it,  and  honestly  and  fearlessly  dis- 
charge his  duty.  This  word  "responsibility"  is 
of  frequent  recurrence  in  the  official  papers 
which  bear  the  signaiure  of  the  President.  He 
seems  to  regard  himself  as  responsible  for  all 
that  is  done,  no  matter  by  whom,  in  every 
branch  of  the  Executive  Government.  He  con- 
templates the  whole  corps  of  executive  officers 
as  acting  for  him,  by  him,  and  according  to  his 
special  commands.  He  appears  to  look  upon 
himself  as  the  head  of  a  great  army,  whose  op- 
erations, in  all  its  ramifications,  and  whose  offi- 
cers in  every  grade,  were  to  be  directed  and 
controlled  by  his  absolute  will. 

Mr.  President,is  this  the  true  theory  of  our  Go- 
vernment?   Is  the  President  actually  responsi- 
ble, in  the  sense  and  to  the  extent  which  he  al- 
leges?    It  is  worthy  of  particular  examination; 
and  let  us  begin  it  by  true  definition  of  the  ex- 
pression.    What  is  responsibility?     It  is  liabili- 
ty, accountability.     When  one  is  responsible 
for  another,  he  is  liable,  accountable,  answera 
bio   for   that  other.     To   hold  the  President 
therefore,   responsible  for   executive   officers 
subordinate  to  him*  is  to  subject  him  to  a  liabil-, 
ity  and  accountability  for  them.     Is   this  the 
case?     Suppose  a  subordinate  civil. officer  so 
conducts  himself  as  to  render  himself  justly  lia- 


ble to  impeachment,  can  the  President  be  im- 
«  he  understands  it,   agamst  all  v.olat.ons,  by  hed  %v  his  misdemeanor*>     I   should  be 

whomsoever  attempted    If  the  Supreme  Court,  'lad  to  gee  8ome  of  the  supporters  of  the  Execu- 


State  Legislatures,  or  Governors,  or  even  Con 
gress,should  expound  the  Constitution  contrary 
to  the  President's  sense  of  its  meaning,  he  may 
employ  all  the  means  at  his  command,  military, 
naval,  and  civil,  to  prevent  the  threatened  vio 
lation- .  The  consequence  would  be,  that  we 
should  have  but  one  expounder  of  the  Constitu 
tion  in  the  whole  Government,  and  but  one  will 
controlling  all  its  operations.  Never  before  did 
any  man  regard  the  official  oath  as  containing  a 
grant  of  power.  Never  before  was  it  considered 
as  amounting  to  any  thing  more  than  a  solemn 
obligation  to  execute  faithfully  that  trust  and 
those  powers  which  were  to  be  found,  not  in  the 
oath  itself,  but  in  the  specific  grants  of  i he  Con- 
stitution or  the  laws.  Are  not  Senators  equally 
bound  with  the  President  by  oath,  to  support 
the  Constitution?  And  the  variation  in  the  terms 
of  the  oath,  as  well  as  its  being  prescribed  in  the 
Constitution  itself,  contrary  to  what  is  done  in 
other  cases,  may  be  satisfactorily  accounted  for 
from  the  exalted  station  and  the  high  duties 
attached  to  the  office  of  the  Chief  Magistrate. 

The  President  places  much  stress  upon  his 
assumed  responsibility  for  all  the  executive  of- 
ficers of  the  Government.  Whenever  I  hear 
any  one  uttering  the  words  "I  take  upon  myself 
the  responsibility"  of  performing  a  particular 
act,  I  am  sure  that  there  is  a  lurking  presump- 
tuousness,  or  purpose  of  usurpation  in  the  case. 
He  supposes  that  the  weight  and  influence  of 
his  name  will  recommend  and  secure  the  public 


pporters 

tive  prepare  the  form  of  such  an  impeachment. 
Take  a  strong  case,  that  has  actually  occurred, 
under  the  immediate  eye  of  the  President.  A 
head  of  a  department  borrows  several  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  in  direct  violation  of  a  positive 
provision  of  the  Constitution,  which  confers  on 
Congress  exclusively  the  power  "  to  borrow  mo- 
ney on  the  credit  of  the  United  States."  I  have  not 
heard  a  voice  raised  on  this  floor  to  justify  or  ex- 
cuse this  breach  of  the  Constitution.  (Jan  the 
President  be  impeached,  tried,  and  punished  for 
it?  Again;  suppose  officers  charged  with  the 
receipt  of  disbursement  of  public  money,  embez- 
zle it,  and  fail  to  account  for  it,  can  the  President 
be  made,  by  suit  or  otherwise,  to  restore  it  to  the 
public  treasury?  Take  another  strong  case. 
Twenty  thousand  dollars  of  the  Navy  Pension 
Fund  are  invested  in  the  stock  of  a  District  bank, 
and  is  under  the  care  and  direction  of  one  of  the 
President's  Secretaries,  as  he  calls  them.  The 
Secretary  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  vigilance, 
oughtjto  have  been  acquainted  with  the  eonditioa 
of  the  bank,  and  should  have  averted  the  public 
loss,  by  a  sale  of  tlie  stock.  He  did  not  do  it; 
the  bank  has  suspended  specie  payments,  and 
the  public  interest  is  at  hazard.  Can  the  Presi- 
dent be  impeached  for  this  neglect  of  the  Secre- 
tary's duty,  or  compelled  to  pay  to  the  Navy  Pen- 
sion Fund  the  amount  which  it  is  in  danger  of  los- 
ing? Can  he  be  compelled  to  reimburse  the  trea- 
sury for  the  large  sums,  of  which  it  has  been  i>* 
prived  by  the  defalcation  of  numerous  o(5c?i3 
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appointed  by  himself,  during  the  present  adminis- 
tration? 

We  have  seen  that  the  President  is  not  pun- 
ishable by  impeachment,  or  otherwise,  for  the 
delinquency  of  Executive  officers.  We  have 
seen  that  he  is  under  no  pecuniary  responsibility. 
Is  his  reputation  even  affected  by  the  official  mis- 
conduct of  subordinate  officers?  How  often  of 
late,  have  they  proved  themselves  unworthy,  and 
yet  who  has  thought  of  imputing  thdr  faults, 
their  want  of  integrity,  or  ability  to  the  President? 
If,  indeed,  a  Chief  Magistrate  should  habitually 
and  notoriously  appoint  incompetent  and  unwor- 
thy men  to  the  office,  he  would  incur  the  cen- 
sure of  public  opinion;  but  he  would  remain  ex- 
empted from  all  practical  or  available  responsi- 
bility. Even  in  the  military  and  naval  service, 
the  President  is  not  liable  for  the  misconduct  of 
the  officers,  but  they  are  themselves  amenable 
to  their  known  and  established  tribunals.. 

And  how  does  the  President  make  it  out?  He 
implies  the  power  of  removal  in  himself,  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  Senate  from  the  power  of  ap- 
pointment to  office,  although  the  Senate  jointly 
exercises  that  power  with  him.  Having  thus 
drawn  to  himself  the  sole  power  oS  removal,  he 
next  proceeds  to  imply  the  power  ef  control  over 
the  officer;  and  then,  by  a  thkd  implication,  he 
assumes  the  power  of  directing  the  performance 
of  the  duties  of  the  officer,  in  cases  even  where 
the  law  specially  assigns  the  duty  to  the  officer 
himself.  Such  are  the  links  in  this  singular 
chain  of  implications  which  the  President  has 
constructed.  He  assumes  voluntarily  the  res- 
sponsibility  for  others,  that  he  may  seize  and  ap- 
propriate to  himself  their  power.  And  his  sole 
object  seems  to  be  to  acquire  power;  to  concen- 
trate to  himself  all  power;  and  to  substitute  his 
will  for  the  judgment  of  all.  the  Executive  offi- 
cers of  the  Government.  The  augmentation  of 
the  mass  of  his  power  is  the  only  aim  of  the 
President — power,  not  only  without  practical 
responsibility,  but  in  the  entire  destruction  of  all 
responsibility.  If  he  were  indeed  punishable,  li- 
able, answerable,  for  the  conduct  of  all  the  Ex- 
ecutive officers,  the  public  might  find,  in  that 
fact,  some  compensation  for  this  vast  accumula 
tion  of  power  in  the  possession  of  one  man.  But 
his  responsibility  is  an  irresponsible  responsibility. 

The  President  is  only  responsible  for  the  per- 
formance of  the  duties  confided  to  himself  by 
the  Constitution  and  laws.  He  can  be  im 
peached  only  for  his  own  misfeasance  or  non- 
feasance. He  is  not  liable  for  others.  And 
what,  according  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Presi- 
dent, is  the  condition  of  the  responsibility  of  the 
officers  themselves?  If  they  are  bound  to  con 
form  to  the  will  of  the  President,  and  to  obey  his 
commands,  they  cannot  be  regarded  as  moral, 
independent,  and  responsible  beings.  They 
could  not  be  impeached  for  any  official  act,  exe- 
cuted in  compliance  with  the  orders  of  the  Pre 
sident.  Those  orders  would  be  a  plea  of  full  jus 
tification.  The  effect,  therefoie,  of  these  new 
principles  of  the  President,  is  utterly  to  destroy 
all  responsibility  in  himself,  or  in  the  ether  Exe- 
cutive officers  of  the  Government,  who  act  in 
obedience  to    his  mandates.     The    President 


speaks  of  a  responsibility  to  himself.  He  says- 
that  "the  whole  Executive  power,  being  vested 
in  the  President,  who>is  responsible  for  its  exer- 
cise, it  is  a  necessary  consequence  that  he 
should  have  a  right  to  employ  agents  of  his  own 
choice  to  aid  Aim  in  the  performance  of  At*  duties, 
and  to  discharge  them  when- he  is  no  longer  will- 
ing to  be  responsible  for  their  acts  "  Thus, 
every  thing  concentrates  in  the  President.  He 
is  the,  sole  Executive;  all  other  officers  are  his 
agents,  and  their  duties  are  his  duties.  This  ia- 
altogether  a  military  idea,  wholly  incompatible 
with  free  government.  I  deny  it  absolutely. 
There  exists  no  such  responsibilily  to  the  Presi- 
dent. All  are  responsible  to  law,  and  to  the 
law  only,  or  not  responsible  at  all. 

Congress,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,, 
cannot  take  from  him  the  custody  of  the  pub- 
lic property  and  the  public  purse,  "  without 
an  assumption  of  Executive  power,  and  a 
subversion  of  the  first  principles  of  the  Consti- 
tution." This  is  the  language  of  the  original 
Protest,  and  I  concur  with  my  friend  from 
Maine,  (Mr.|  Sphague,)  that  the  supplement 
makes  no  essential  change.  That,  he  clearly 
proved  this  morning  to»  the  Senate.  The  lan- 
guage is  somewhat  mystified  by  the  supple- 
ment, but  the  President  has  not  let  go  one 
particle  of  the  power  claimed  and  asserted  in 
the  principal  document.  He  admits,  indeed, 
in  the  supplement,  "  without  reserve,  the  Con- 
stitutional power  of  the  Legislature  to  provide 
by  law  the  place  or  places  in  which  the  public 
money  or  other  property  is  to  be  deposited^ 
and  to  make  such  regulations  concerning  its 
custody,  removal,  or  disposition,  a9  they  may 
think  proper  to  enact."  But  he  has  asserted 
in  the  Protest,  that  "  no  officer  can  be  created 
by  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  charge 
of  it,  whose  appointment  would  not,  by  the 
Constitution,  at  once  devolve  on  the  President, 
and  who  would  not  be  responsible  to  him  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties;"  and 
that  Congress  "cannot  take  out  of  the  hands- 
of  the  Executive  Department  the  custody  or 
the  public  property,  or  money,  without  an  as- 
sumption of  Executive  power,  and  a  subversion 
of  the  first  principles  of  the  Constitution." 
These  assertions  remain  unretracted,  uncontra- 
dicted in  the  supplement.  The  Protest  claims 
for  the  President  the  right  to  appoint  any  offi- 
cer that  Congress  may  designate  to  take  charge 
of  the  treasury,  and  the  right  to  control  him  ; 
and  this  claim  is  not  abandoned  or  withdrawn 
by  the  supplement.  Its  apparent  concessions 
amount  to  nothing,  unless  the  President  would 
withdraw  the  qualification  which  he  has  impo- 
sed. Having  claimed  a  constitutional  and  un- 
controllable right  to  the  custody,  as  an  inhe- 
rent Executive  prerogative,  of  both  the  public 
money  and  public  property,  the  President  ought 
not  to  have  y  elded  to  Congress  the  power  to 
legislate  as  to  the  places  in  which  they  shall 
be  kept  For  he  who  has  the  lawful  custody 
of  a  thing,  and  is  responsible  for  its  safety, 
ought  to  be  left  free  to  select  his  own  place 
and  mode  of  keeping  it. 
The  President  is  particularly  solicious  not  to 
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claim  for  himself  or  his  successors,  "any  power 
or  authority  not  clearly  granted  by  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws."  And  does  he — can  he,  really, 
think  that  the  powers  recently  claimed  by  him 
are  clearly  granted  by  the  Constitution  and  laws? 
A  clear  grant  of  power  must  be  an  express  grant. 
What  clause  in  the  Constitution  gives  him  the 
power  of  removal  ?  If  he  has  that  power,  what 
express  grant  in  the  Constitution  conveys  to  him 
the  right  to  direct  and  control  an  officer  in  a 
case  where  the  law  expressly  assigns  to  him  a 
particular  duty?  Above  all,  what  part  of  the 
Constitution  clearly  grants  to  him  the  possession 
of  the  public  property  and  the  public  purse  of 
the  nation  ? 

So  far  from  there  being  any  such  express  grant 
of  power  to  the  President  over  the  public  purse, 
it  is  a  power  which  is  clearly  granted  to  Congress, 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  Executive.  To  Congress  is 
expressly  granted  the  power  "to  lay  and  collect 
taxes,  duties,  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts,  and 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare  of  the  United  States."  And  when  the 
money  is  once  collected,  none  can  "be  drawn 
from  the  treasury,  but  in  consequence  of  appro- 
priations made  by  law."  Thus  Congress  is  in- 
vested with  the  power  to  impose  the  tax,  to  collect 
it,  to  pay  the  debts,  and  to  appropriate  the  public 
money.  And  in  the  performance  of  these  several 
operation^,  Congress  is  empowered  "to  make  all 
laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper."  It 
may,  therefore,  pass  laws  to  impose  the  tax,  to 
collect  it,  to  pay  the  debts,  and  to  appropriate 
the  money  when  in  the  treasury,  and  for  each 
of  these  objects  distinctly  and  separately.  The 
■general  rule  I  take  to  be  this,  that,  when  the 
Constitution  invests  one  department  of  Govern- 
ment with  rower  to  accomplish  a  given  object, 
those  who  are  charged  with  any  duties  under  that 
power,in  executing  them, represent  and  act  as  the 
delegates  of  that  department  according  to  its  di- 
rections, and  in  subordination  to  it.  Thus,  the 
President  is  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  of  the  United  States  ;  and  officers 
under  him  act  in,  obedience  to  his  commands, 
represent  him,  and  act  in  subordination  to  him. 
Again,  the  President  and  Secretary  are  invested 
with  the  treaty-making  powers.  The  diplomatic 
agents  of  the  United  States,  therefore,  represent 
them  ;  and,  according  to  the  theory  of  the  Con- 
stitution, should  obey  their  instructions,  but,  ac- 
cording to  the  practice,  they  act  under  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  President,  and  may  be  therefore  said 
to  represent  him  and  to  be  his  agents.  So  as  to 
the  money  concerns  of  the  Government;  they  are 
confided  to  Congress,  but  as  Congress,  being  a 
collective  body,  cannot  itself  perform  each  indi- 
vidual act,  it  delegates  its  power  to  those  who 
are  charged  with  the  custody  of  the  public  trea- 
sure, and  its  payment  under  laws  of  appropria- 
tion, and  they,  in  those  instances,  represent  Con- 
gress and  act  as  their  agents.  Nor  is  the  case 
altered  at  all  by  the  fact  of  the  mode  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  those  representatives  and  agents. 
From  fitness  and  convenience,  the  appointment 
has  been  confided  to  the  President  and  Senate. 
But  it  would  be  a  strange  perversion  of  the  Consti- 
tution to  say,that  the  power  of  appointment,or  the 


implied  aw\  highly  questionable  power  of  remo- 
val, should  bo  made  to  draw  from  Congress  the 
clear  powers  with  which  it  is  expressly  clothed 
over  the  public  treasury. 

Congress  has  accordingly  passed  laws  both 
to  pay  the  public. debts  and  directing  how  the 
public  money  shall  be  drawn  from  and  appro- 
priated out  of  the  public  treasury.  As  to  the 
latter  purpose,  the  Secretary  is  to  draw  and 
sign  the  warrant,  the  Comptroller  to  counter- 
sign it,  the  Register  to  record  it,  and  the  Trea- 
surer to  pay  it.  The  law  supposes  each  of 
these  officers  to  act  separately  and  indepen- 
dently of  the  other,  and  upon  his  own  di-tinct 
responsibility.  In  the  progress  of  the  discua- 
s  on  oi  the  resolutions,  we  contended  that  all 
these  important  checks  were  destro)e  I  by  the 
recent  doctrines  of  tue  Executive,  and  the  wills 
of  thess  four  several  officers  were  melted  down 
into  the  single  w'.ll  of  tie  President.  Senators 
on  the  other  side,  said  there  was  no  change  in 
the  treasury;  that  there  was  only  a  change  in  the 
place  of  deposite;  but  that  all  the  forms  of 
accounts,  and  all  the  previous  guaranties,  were 
left  untouched.  But  what  says  the  President 
in  his  Protest?  After  having  endeavored  to  es- 
tablish that  the  Treasury  Department,  by  the 
Congress  of  1789,  was  decided  to  be  an  Exe- 
cutive department,  subject  to  his  absolute  con- 
trol, he  says:  "From  that  time,  down  to  the 
present,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ,  the 
Treasurer,  Register,  Comptrollers,  Auditors, 
and  Clerks,  who  fill  the  offices  of  that  depart- 
ment, have,  in  the  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment, been  considered  and  treated  as  on  the 
same  footing  with  corresponding  grades  of  of- 
ficers in  all  the  uther  executive  departments." 
In  other  words,  all  these  treasury  officers  are 
under  the  immediate  command  of  the  Presi- 
dent, bound  to  conform  to  his  will,  and  to  ex- 
ecute the  Constitution  and  laws,  as  he  under- 
stands them,  although  his  sense  of  their  mean- 
ing is  in  direct  opposition  to  that  of  those  sworn 
officers.  If  this  be  true,  does  not  the  Presi- 
dent possess  as  absolute  control  over  the  public 
treasury  as  if  it  were  confided  to  his  exclu- 
sive possession,  without  the  machinery  of  vari- 
ous checks,  which  the  law  supposed  were 
substantial  and  efficient,  but  which  the  Presi- 
dent renders  a  mere  mockery? 

The  President  does  not  appear  to  comprehend 
the  maxim  qui  facit  per  alium  facit  per  se, — 
When  an  officer,  no  matter  what  may  be  the 
mode  of  his  appointment,  or  the  tenure  of  his  of- 
fice, is  designated  by  law  to  perform  duties  grow- 
ing out  of  powers  vested  in  Congress,  that  offi- 
cer represents  Congress  and  is  the  agent  of  Con- 
gress. Congress  might  itself,  if  it  were  not  in- 
convenient, not  only  impose  taxes,  but  collect 
them,  appropriate  their  amount,  and  pay  the  pub- 
lic debts.  How  can  it  appropriate  the  public 
money,  if  it  be  under  the  control  of  another?  Ap- 
propriation and  payment  imply  posssesion  of  the 
thing  which  is  to  be  appropriated  and  paid-  Con- 
gress might,  by  law,  constitute  either  or  both 
of  the  presiding  officers  of  the  two  Houses,  or 
their  Clerk  and  Secretary,  or  a  standing  joint 
committee,  treasurers;  require  them  to  keep  the 
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public  money,  and,  from  time  to  time,  to  pay  it 
out  or  disburse  it,  in  pursuance  of  appropriations 
bylaw.  And  the  same  officer  of  Government 
may  fill  the  double  character  of  representative 
of  the  legislative  and  executive  departments;  re- 
presenting each  in  the  execution  of  powers 
which  are  confided  by  the  Constitution  to  them 
respectively. 

There  is  a  large  class  of  laws,  in  our  statute 
book,  requiring  the  Heads  of  Departments,  and. 
others,  to  execute  particular  duties  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  President,  or  with  the  approbation 
of  the  President.  The  sense  of  the  Govern- 
ment has  been  thus  repeatedly  manifested  that 
without  such  express  requirement,  those  officers 
would  act,  not  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent, but  upon  their  own  responsibility.  But 
if  t\\4  recent  pretensions  of  the  Chief  Magistrate 
be  well  founded,  in  all  cases  whatever,  where, 
by  the  practice  of  the  Government,  officers  are 
removable  by  hii»j  they  are  subject  to  his  com- 
mands, whether  they  are  or  are  not  placed  under 
them  by  the  positive  provisions  of  the  law.  And 
that  large  class  of  laws,  to  which  I  have  referred, 
contain  idle  and  useless  provisions. 

Mr.  President,  near  forty  years  ago,  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son was  alarmed  at  the  progress  of  Executive 
encroachment  under  the  administration  of  the 
father  of  his  country.  In  a  letter  addressed  to 
Col.  Burr,  on  the  17th  day  of  June,  1 797,  lie  says: 
"I  had  always  hoped,  that  the  popularity  of  the 
late  President  being  once  withdrawn  from  active 
effect,  the  natural  feeling's  of  the  people  towards 
liberty  would  restore  the  equilbrium  between  the 
Executive  and  legislative  departments,  which 
had  been  destroyed  by  the  superior  weight  and 
effect  of  that  popularity." 

If  that  administration,  characterized  as  it  was 
by  forbearance,  moderation,  and  wisdom,  was 
justly  chargeable  with  encroachment,  what 
would  be  the  surprise  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  if",  rising 
from  the  dead,  he  were  to  behold  the  enormous 
find  startling  pretensions  of  the  present  Chief 
Magistrate?  It  is  in  vain  to  disguise  it;  the  ra- 
pid strides  of  the  Executive,  if  not  checked,  will 
soon  inevitably  conduct  us  to  a  practical  monar- 
chy, in  which,  mocked  with  the  forms  of  free 
government,  we  shall  in  fact  have  but  one  will, 
and  that  a  unit. 

The  President  is  eulogized  by  his  supporters 
for  his  firmness,  unbending  resolution,  and  per- 
sonal courage.  The  latter  is  an  ordinary  quality, 
the  possession  of  which  implies  no  peculiar  merit, 
although  the  want  of  it  is  discreditable.  But  if 
a  purpose  is  seriously  entertained,  of  converting 
this  free  republic  into  a  monarchy,  and  to  intro- 
duce despotic  power,  the  President  will  find  that 
there  is  an  indomitable  spirit  in  the  people  of  this 
country  equal  to  his  own;  and  that/all  peaceful 
remedies  failing,  a  resort  will  be  unhesitatingly 
had  to  that  musket  and  bayonet,  which  I  will 
not  be  among  the  last  to  use  and  direct. 

And  why,  sir,  has  this  great  nation  been  agi- 
tated and  convulsed  to  its  centre,  bankruptcy 
and  ruin  spread  throughout  the  land,  and  a 
frightful  and  unmitigated  future  opened  to  a  dis- 
tressed people  ?  Congress,  at  its  last  session, 
having  reconciled  and  tranquillized  the  country, 


by  a  parental  compromise,  previous  to  its  adjourn- 
ment, placed  a  seal  upon  the  public  treasury. 
The  ensuing  spring  opened  with  the  fairest 
hopes,  and  never  did  all  the  great  interests  of  any 
country  exhibit  more  unmixed  prosperity  than 
those  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  up  to 
the  adoption  of  that  fatal  measure  which  has  scat- 
tered disaster  and  distress  throughout  all  the  con- 
ditions of  an  unoffending  society.  And  why 
why  was  it  adopted?  The  opposition  is  charged 
with  producing  or  augmenting  the  existing  dis- 
contents. Has  not  the  opposition  sustained  this 
administration  whenever  it  conscientiously  could? 
Whether  wisely  or  not,  was  not  necessary  now 
to  be  determined;  but  did  not  the  opposition  come 
to  the  aid  of  this  administration,  in  its  greatest 
need,  during  the  last  session,  on  the  force  bill, 
when  many,  who  had  previously  been  its  suppor- 
ters, deserted  it?  Did  the  opposition  advise  or 
provoke  the  removal  of  the  deposites?  Must 
they  submit  to  an  act  not  only  without  resistance, 
but  with  acquiescence  and  approbation,  which 
they  solemnly  believe,  in  its  tendency,  and  in  the 
principles  by  which  it  is  supported,  threatens  to 
overthrow  the  Constitution,  and  to  subvert  the 
liberties  of  the  people? 

Why  did  the  President  resolve  on  that  unfor- 
tunate step?  Can  he  not  live  in  quiet  and  re- 
pose, without  perpetual  excitement?  Must  he 
ever  have  some  object  of  eager  and  ardent 
pursuit?  All  his  recent  plunges  seem  to  have 
been  made,  I  will  not  say  for  the  wanton,  but 
unnecessary  purpose  of- trampling  under  his 
feet  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  had 
offended  him  and  awakened  his  vengeance. 
Will  the  President  never  cease  to  regard  him- 
self as  a  great  political  hunter,  who,  before  he 
secures  the  tail  or  skin  of  one  prize,  which  he 
has  won  in  ihe  chase,  must  dash,  with  horse 
and  hound,  into  the  depth  of  the  forrest  to  sart 
fresh  game? 

Who,  Mr.  President,  advised  and  urged  that 
most  ex'raordinsry  measure?  We  are  told  that 
two-thirds  of  the  President's  Cabinet  were  op- 
posed to  it.  You  are  charged  with  having 
counselled  it ;  but  I  will  not  believe  it.  I  can- 
not allow  myself  to  think  that  one,  of  your  ex- 
perience and  enlightened  understanding,  could 
have  recommended  a  proceeding  so  repugnant 
to  the  Cons'itution  and  laws,  ami  so  detrimental 
to  all  the  interests  of  the  country.  No,  sir,  it 
was  the  work  of  a  deep  and  dark,  and  irrespon- 
sible cabal,  composed  of  individuals  lean,  lank, 
lantern-jawed,  hollow-hearted,  and  with  empty 
purses,  who,  to  the  exclusion  of  his  best  and 
wisest/riends,  have  surrounded  and  taken  pos- 
session of  the  President,  for  their  own  sinister 
purposes,  and  to  the  hazard  of  his  character 
and  fame.  And  under  what  promises  was  the 
decision  made  to  remove  the  pu'dic  deposites? 
The  public  was  assured  that  there  would  be  no 
interruption  in  the  operations  of  the  general 
business  of  the  country;  that  the  whole  affair 
was  merely  taking  down  one  sign,  and  suspend- 
ing another;  and  it  was  distinctly  promised  that 
the  people  should  be  supplied  with  a  better 
general  currency  than  the  best  which  any  coun- 
try ever  before  possessed.    We  have  the  ful- 
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filment  of  this  promise  in  an  official  letter  re- 
cently addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  of  the  House  of  Representatives. — 
In  that  letter,  it  is  proposed  to  select  a  number 
of  local  banks  as  the  depositories  of  ihe  public 
money,  the  selection  of  which,  the  Committee 
recommend,  shall  be  made  By  the  Secretary 
himself.  They  are  to  give  no  bonus  to  the 
public,  to  pay  no  interest  for  the  deposites,  and 
to  use  them,  for  the  beneht  of  themselves,  in 
the  several  places  of  their  collection,  without 
that  participation  in  their  advan'age,  on  the 
part  of  the  west  and  the  interior,  which  they 
enjoyed  under  the  administration  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  They  are  not  even  bound 
to  receive  and  credit  each  other's  notes.  In- 
stead of  the  better  currency  promised,  the  Sec- 
retary cuts  the  Gordian  knot,  by  declaring  that 
this  vast,  wide-spread  country  needs  no  gene- 
ral currency!  He  thinks,  indeed,  it  probable 
that  the  local  banks  may  supply  drafts  and  bills 
for  the  purpose  of  remittance.  A  more  bung- 
ling, inefficient,  unstatesmanlike  scheme  was 
never  braught  forward  by  any  financier. 

And  now,  sir  before  I  conclude,  1  have  a  few 
more  observations  to  make,  in  reply  to  the  Sena- 
tor from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Grundy.)  He  sup- 
poses the  whole  struggle  now  existing  in  this 
country,  is  a  mere  contest  for  power.  Why 
this  perpetual  recurrence  by  the  party  in  office, 
to  the  imagined  motives  which  actuate  their  op- 
ponents? Do  the  friends  of  the  administration 
believe  that  there  is  nothing  worth  contending  for 
but  spoil«,  and  the  public  crib  and  public  place? 
Without  meaning  to  be  disrespectful  to  them, 
they  appear  to  me  to  resemble  a  thief  in  his 
flight,  with  unlawful  plunder,  who  is  constantly 
apprehending  that  he  will  be  overtaken  by  the 
constable  and  posse  commitatus  engt  ged  in 
hot  pursuit.  Cannot  gentlemen  conceive  the 
possibility  of  the  existence  of  higher,  and  better 
and  nobler  motives  of  public  action?  Can  they 
not  comprehend  the  influence  of  the  love  of 
liberty? — the  desire  of  preserving  our  admirable 
Constitution?  in  short,  the  sentiment  of  pure 
and  disinterested  patriotism?  They  have  the 
possession,  the  quiet  possession,  if  they  please, 
of  the  honors  and  emoluments  of  office,  for  near 
three  years  to  come.  Bright  as  the  existing 
prospects  are  of  their  expulsion,  how  few  of  us 
may  survive  to  witness  that  happy  event  !  For 
one,  I  can  assure  the  Senator  from  Tennessee, 
that  I  ain  no  candidate,  that  I  do  not  desire  to 
be  a  candidate,  a.id  that,  if  it  depend  upon  me 
alone,  I  never  shall  be  a  candidate  for  any  pub- 
lic office  whatever. 

The  Senator  amuses  himself  with  the  divis- 
ions which  he  describes  to  exist  in  the  ranks  of 
the  opposition,  and  anticipates  the  want  of  co 
operation,  which  they  may  occasion.  There  is 
one  philosophic  conclusion  which  he  might  have 
drawn  from  that  fact,  favorable  to  the  honesty  of 
the  opposition,  and  that  is,  that  nothing  but  a 
deep  and  solemn  sense  of  the  dangers  which  are 
impending  over  the  country,  could  have  united 
in  one  common  cause,  persons  who  entertain 
such  a  diversity  of  views   as  to  the  proper    ad- 


ministration of  public  affairs.  The  Senator  as- 
signs to  the  opposition,  the  Federal  party.  Of 
all  the  political  parties  that  have  existed  in  this 
country,  I  have  before  said,  that  I  believe,  that, 
in  the  main,  they  have  been  honest  and  patriot- 
ic. That  may  be  as  truly  affirmed  of  the  Fe  '  - 
eral  party  as  any  other.  The  causes  w ■!;:  a 
produced  the  ancient  divisions  of  the  people. 
into  Federal  and  Republican  parties,  have  prin- 
cipally, if  not  wholly,  long  since  ceased  to  op- 
erate, and  it  is  ungenerous  and  unjust  to  endea- 
vor to  preserve  or  affix  the  the  denomination  for 
party  purposes.  The  Federal  party  was,  in- 
deed, supposed  to  lean,  more  than  their  oppo- 
nents did,  t<A  strong  and  energetic  Executive; 
and,  in  that  respect,  the  administration  party  of 
the  present  day,  may  be  pronounced  to  be  more 
Federal  than  their  opponents.  The  original 
causes  have  ceased,  the  Federal  party  ha3  divi- 
ded itself  between  the  two  parties  of  the  pre- 
sent day.  The  better  portion  of  it  united  with 
us,  and  the  worse,  with  the  Senator  and  his 
friends. 

That  eminent  individual  who  gave  rise  tn 
the  Senator's  addition  of  a  new  crime  to  the 
penal  code ,  under  the  name  of  moral  treason, 
(and  a  very  honest  man  he  was,)  lived  and  died 
of  the  Senator's  party.  And  how  many  mem- 
bers of  the  present  Cabinet  belonged  to  the 
Federal  party?  A  pie*  of  infancy  has  been, 
by  some  one,  put  in  for  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,"  who,  it  is  alleged  was,  two  young' 
to  have  taken  sides,  during  the  prevalence  of 
the  Republican  and  Federal  parties,  in  former 
years.  I  have  made  no  comparison  of  ages 
with  him,  but  I  feel  quite  sure  that  there  is  no 
material  difference  between  us  in  our  ages. — 
I  recollect  distinctly  that,  upwards  of  twenty- 
seven  years  ago,  when  on  my  way  to  or  from 
the  first  session  of  Congress  which  I  ever  at- 
tended, I  sw  him  at  Hagerstown,  engaged  ac- 
tively and  successfully  in  the  practice  of  law. 
And  all  acquainted  with  Maryland  politics  know, 
that,  about  the  period  of  the  late  war,  he  was 
among  the  most  prominent  and  influential  lead- 
ers in  the  Federal  ranks.  I  will  add,  that,  of  all 
the  politicians  in  this  or  any  other  country,  some 
of  the  Federalists  who  united  with  and  adhere. 
to  the  Jackson  party,  are  the  most  destestable. 
They  appear  to  have  cut  themselves  loose  from 
every  tie  and  obligation,  and  principle,  which 
should  bind  men  to  their  country  and  society. 

The  Senator  from  Tennessee  adverted  to  the 
chequered  condition  of  the  opposition,  without 
seeming  to  be  conscious  that  his  own  party  did 
not  present  one  uniform  ground.  It  is  made  up 
of  Federalists  and  Republicans,  friends  and  op- 
ponents of  Internal  Improvements,  supporters 
and  opposers  of  the  Tariff,  bank  and  anti-bank 
men,  Nullifiers,  and  Union  men,  all  sorts  and 
sizes  and  colors,  blue,  black,  and  gray.  He 
particularly  objects  to  the  exclusive  appropria- 
tion of  the  appellation  of  Whig  by  the  Opposition, 
or,  lather,  to  the  correlative  appellation  being 
attached  to  his  party.  I  have  no  doubt,  sir, 
that  there  are  many  true  and  genuine  Whigs  in 
the  Administration  party,  but  they  are  leaving  it 
by  hundreds  and  thousands  ;  and,  before  the  ap- 
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pearance  of  white  frost  in  the  next  Autumn, 
they  will  all  have  abandoned  a  position  so  irre- 
concilable with  their  patriotic  principles.  The 
Senator  thinks  that  there  is  no  coverlet  large 
enough  to  protect  all  the  various  elements  of  the 
opposition.  He  is  mistaken  ;  there  is  one  of 
sufficiently  capacious  dimensions,  recently  wove 
at  a  Jackson  loom,  called  &  Protest;  on  which 
is  marked  a  Violation  of  the  Constitution,  and 
an  assumption  of  enormous  Executive  power  ; 
and  the  honorable  Senator  had  better  hasten  to 
place  himself  under  the  banners  of  those  who 
are  contending,  against  power  and  prerogative, 
for  free  institutions  and  civil  liberty.  And  he 
had  better  lose  no  time ;  for  the  Protest  is  the 
last  stroke  upon  the  last  nail  driven^ato  the  cof 
fin  (not  of  JaCkson— may  he  live  ti  thousand 
years  J  but)  of  Jacksonism. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr.  JOHN  Q.  ADAMS,  by  leave, gave  notice 
that  to  morrow,  he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  to  prohibit  the  corporations  of  the  cities  of 
Washington,  Georgetown,  and  Alexandria,  from 
issuing  promissory  notes,  or  bills  of  any  denomi 
nation,  less  than  ten  dollars. 

Mr.  WAYNE,from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  memorial  of  Alex- 
ander Scott,  sccompanied  by  a  bill  (No.  453,)  for 
his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  the  first  and  se- 
cond times,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  PARKER,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  James 
Tucker  and  John  Indge;  accompanied  by  a  bill 
(No.  451,)  for  their  relief;  which  bill  was  read 
the  first  and  second  times,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  RICHARD  M.  JOHNSON,  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  joint 
resolution  giving  the  right  of  way  through  the 
property  of  the  United  States  at  Harper's  Ferry, 
to  the  Winchester  and  Potomac  Rail  Road  Com- 
.  pany,  accompanied  by  a  report  in  writing ;  which 
resolution  was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  GRENNELL,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  (No.  47,)  entitled,  "an  act  for  the  relief 
of  Thomas  Fillebrown,  Esq."  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  GHOLSON,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  me- 
morial of  Henry  Hill,  late  Consul  at  San  Salva- 
dore ;  which  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary,  which  was  instructed,  on 
the  17th  of  December  last,  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  extending  the  Circuit  Court  of  the 
United  States,  made  a  report  accompanied  by  a 
bill  (No.  455,)  further  to  amend  the  Judicial 
system  of  the  United  States;  which  bill  was  read 
the  first  and  second  times,  and  committed  to  the 


Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  State  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee, from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  made  a  report  on  the  memo- 
rial of  Thomas  McClelland,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  (No.  456,)  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was 
read  the  first  and.second  times,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  HARPER  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  petitions  of  inhabitants  of  N§wburyport, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  respecting  a 
bridge  from]  Plumb  Island  to  the  main"  land — 
and  that  the  said  petitions  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS.from  the  Committee  on  the 
Territories,  to  which  was  referred  several  reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida, 
made  a  report  accompanied  by  a  bill  (No.  457,) 
to  equalize  representation  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida,  and  for  other  purposes  ;  which  bill 
was  read  the  first  and  second  times,  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  ELISHA  WHITTLESEY,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  (No.  69,)  entitled  "an  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  administration  of  Capt.  Pas- 
chal Hickman,"  made  a'report  thereon,  recom- 
mending that  the  said  bill  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY,from  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  (No.  15,)  entitled  "an  act  for  the 
relief  of  John  McCartney,"  made  a  report 
thereon,  recommending  that  the  said  bill  be  re-- 
jected. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  1  he  case  of  Mary 
Conley  ;  which  was  read,  when  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  Mary  Conley,  and  that  the  same  be 
referred  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY,from  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  made  unfavorable  reports  on  the 
cases  of  Julia  Bezion,  and  Robert  Beale,  ad- 
ministrator of  George  Beale,  deceased,  which 
reports  w  ere  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Land  Claims,  made  an  unfavorable 
report  on  the  ease  of  James  Brewer  ;  which  was 
read  and  ordered  to  fie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,,  of  Ohio, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Pensions,  be  discharged  fron*  the  consider- 
ation of  the  cases  of  Daniel  Strother,  Josa.  Kel- 
ly, Nathaniel  Hemstead,  and  Charles  Thurs- 
man,  and  that  the  said  cases  do  lie  on  the  table.- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PARKER,  by  leave, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Offi- 
ce and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route  fiou» 
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Philadelphia,  by  way  of  Camden,  Burl.ngton, 
Bordentown,  and  South  Amboy,  to  New  York. 

Mr.  BUIGGS,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrol- 
led Bills,  reported  that  the  committee  had  exam- 
ined an  enrolled  bill  (  No.  326)  entitled  "an 
act  to  authorize  the  issuing  a  register  of  the  Brig 
America,  of  Savannah,"  and  found  the  same  to 
be  truly  enrolled :  when 

The  SPEAKER  signed  the  said  bill. 

The  House  by  consent,  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr. 
Mercer,  yesterday,  and  the  said  resolution  be- 
ing again  read,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  list  of  balances  against  Receivers 
of  Public  Money,  on  account  of  the  sales  of  pub- 
lic lands,  which  remained  due  or  unsettled  on 
the  books  of  the  Treasury  for  more  than  three 
years  prior  to  the  30th  of  September,  1833 — 
which  letter  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Mardis,  on  the  14th 
January,  relative  to  the  selection  of  banks  in 
which  to  deposite  the  public  money. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment  mov- 
ed by  Mr.  Corwin,  on  the  12th  of  April,  instant. 
Mr.  McKennon  spoke  until  the  close  of  the 
hour — and  the  House  on  motion  passed  to  the 
order  of  the  day. 

It  was  ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  (No.  256)  to  provide  for  the  settlemeut  of 
certain  revolutionary  claims,  be  further  postpon- 
ed nntj)  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union; 
Mr.  Hubeard  in  the  chair. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  considered 
and  reported  to  the  House;  No.  255 — a  bill  reg- 
ulating the  value  of  certain  foreign  silver  coins 
within  the  United  States. 

No.  330— a  bill  to  extend  the  time  allowed 
for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  commission 
for  carrying-  into  effect  the  convention  with 
France.    • 

No.  495 — a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  en- 
titled "an  act  to  carry  into  effect  the  convention 
between  the  United  States  and  his  Majesty,  the 
King  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  concluded  at  Naples 
on  the  14th  day  of  October,  1832. 

The  Commmittee  then  took  up 
THE  GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  motion  pending  was,  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Selden,  before  referred  to, 
and  the  proposition  to  amend  by  Mr.  Lane. 

Mr.  DICKERSON,  of  New  Jersey,  address- 
ed the  Committee,  in  opposition  to  the  amend- 
ment, ©n  the  ground,  that  the  objections  com- 
plained of  would  not  be  abreviated  by  it,  since 
the  same  court  in  which  the  abuse  originated 
would,  also,  be  the  court  of  appeal.  Mr.  D., 
himself,  proposed  a  substitute  for  Mr.  Selden's 
amendment. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  proposition  could  not  be 
entertained  till  the  former  amendment  had  been 
disposed  of. 

Mr.  SELDEN  contended,  that  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  would 


fail  in  meeting  the  abuses  intended  to  be  remov- 
ed by  that  submitted  by  himself.  Mr.  S.  enter- 
ed into  a  further  exposition  of  the  effects  produc- 
ed by  the  old  course  of  proceedings,  and  the 
methods  by  which  costs  were  accumulated  by 
District  Attorneys. 

Mr.  WAYNE  thought  this  was  not  a  proper 
place  for  introducing  such  an  amendment.  If 
gentlemen  would  suspend  their  opposition,  then 
he  would  go  with  them,  for  the  correction  of  any 
abuses  which  might  exist  in  this  respect,  either 
through  the  medium  of  the  Judiciary  or  a  Select 
Committee.  Mr.  W.  made  further  objections  as 
to  the  operation  of  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

Mr.  GILLETT  opposed  the  amendment;  the 
evil  alleged  did  not  entirely  exist  in  the  Northern 
District  of  New  York.  The  amendment  could 
have  no  practical  effect.  He  would  go  with  any 
gentleman  for  correction  of  abuses,  by  a  proper 
mode. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  explained  the  nature 
of  the  existing  evil.  The  resolution  proposed 
was,  whether  the  United  States  will  pay  costs 
in  several  suits,  where  one  suit  would  have  been 
sufficient.  The  District  Attorney  represented 
the  United  States;  in  case  of  inability  of  the  de- 
fendants to  pay  costs,  they  are  paid  out  of  mo- 
ney of  the  United  States.  The  necessity  of 
consolidating  suits,  when,  possible,  must,  there- 
fore, be  evideijt.  Mr.  H.  contended,  that  the 
appropriation  bill  was  the  proper  place  for  limi- 
ting expenses  of  such  a  character. 

He  should  vote  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  DICKERSON,  of  New  Jersey,  entered 
further  into  a  defence  of  the  propostion  he  had 
previously  submtted. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  opposed  the  amendment. 
He  did  not  consider  the  multiplicity  of  suits,  if 
that  was  the  only  evil,  as  worthy  of  so  much 
attention,  as  his  honorable  colleague  appeared 
to  think  it.  He  entered  into  a  long  argument 
on  the  subject,  and  concluded  by  expressing  a 
hope,  that  if  there  were  any  in  that  House  favoi* 
able  to  those  interests,  they  would  set  their 
faces  against  the  conduct  of  such  legal  harpies 
and  miscreates. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  an  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  LANE,  and  rejected. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  SELDEM  was  then 
taken;  ayes  50  ;  nays  65  :  but  no  quorum  vo- 
ting, the  House  was  counted  ;  and,  there  ap- 
pearing 129  members  present, 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  wished  to  offer  a  brief 
explanation  of  the  reason  why  he  opposed  the 
amendment.  That  reason  was  two-fold.  First, 
this  was  not  the  place;  and,  second,  that  if  the 
provision  were  adopted,  it  would  be  effective 
only  during  the  operation  of  the  present  bill, 
viz.  fur  one  year.  He  would  invite  the  honora- 
ble meml>er  (Mr.  Selden)  to  bring  in  a  sepa- 
rate bill  to  the  same  effect  as  his  amendment. 
The  question  being  again  put,  the  amendment 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Vt.,the  nsubmitled  some 
verbal  amendments  to  the  original  clause; 
which, after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  GILLETT, 
were  rejected. 
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Mr.  McKAY  gave  notice,  that  he  should 
move  an  amendment  tf>  this  clause,  when  the 
bill  came  before  the  House.  The  clause  was 
then  agreed  to.  On  the  clause  ''for  the  sala- 
ries of  registers  and  receivers  of  land  offices 
where  there  are  no  sales,  3,500." 

Mr,  VANCE  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole 
clause  as  it  stood.  Mr.  %V.  said  this'  was  an 
appropriation  to  pay  officers  for  doing  nothing; 
a  nd  read  various  extracts  fr:>m  the  "Blue  Book," 
detailing  the  general  expenditures  of  the  land 
offices. 

Mr.  POLK  called  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee  to  the  act  of  1818,  providing  for  this  ap- 
propriation. 

Mr.  VANCE  complained  that  still  this  was  an 
appropriation  to  pay  officers  to  conduct  the  bu- 
siness of  an  office,  in  which  no  business  had 
been  conducted  for  years. 

Mr.  McKAY  had  no  objection  to  the  item  if  it 
were  provided  for  by  law?  but  the  amount  had 
been  swelled  from  $2,000,  the  appropriation 
for  the  last  two  years,  to  $3,500;  and  he  should 
wish  an  explanation. 

Mr.  POLK  explained,  that  several  new  offi- 
ces had  been  established  under  authority  of 
Congress  since  the  last  appropriation. 

Mr.  BURGES  and  Mr.  VANCE  made  a  few 
remarks,  and  the  question  on  the  amendment 
of  the  latter  gentleman  was  put,  and  negatived. 

On  the  clause  appropriating  $60,000' for  the 
survey  of  public  lands,  in  addition'to  the  unex 
pended  balance  of  former  appropriations  for 
that  purpose, 

Mr..  H.  EVERETT  asked  what  was  the 
amount  of  the  unexpended  balance? 

Mr.  POLK  explained. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

For  surveying  lands  in  the  southeastern  por- 
tion of  the  State  of  Missouri,  $20,000. 

Mr.  A.  called  for  the  reading  of  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  General  of  the  Land  Office, 
on  the  subject;  which  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  A.  said,  he  had  asked  but  $20,000,  in- 
stead of  $30,000;  as  contained  in  the  estimate 
of  the    surveyor. 

Mr.  A.  then  went  into  a  statement  of  the  extent 
and  value  of  the  land  for  which  the  appropria- 
tion was  asked;  and  of  the  necessity  of  its  being 
promptly  surveyed. 

Mr.  FOOT  wanted  to  know  what  was  the 
amount  of  the  unexpended  balance?  They 
know  nothing  about  it;  he  should  therefore 
move  to  strike  out  "in  addition  to,"  and  insert 
•'including;"  the  unexpected  balance  of  former 
Appropriations,  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  further  explained. 

After  which ,  the  question  was  taken  on  Mr. 
A.'s  amendment;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  FOOT'S 
amemdment. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida,  opposed  it,  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  operate  injuriously,  parti- 
cularly as  to  some  of  the  pulic  lands  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Florida 

Mr.  POLK  then,  in  answer  to  the  question 
previously  put,  stated,  from  the  public  docu- 


ments, the  amount  of  the  unexpended  balance. 

Mr.  FOOT  withdrew  his  amendment.  It 
was  not  his  object  to  limit  the  appropriation; 
but  that  they  might  understand  for  what  the 
public  money  was  appropriated. 

The  clause  "for  the  discharge  of  such  mis- 
cellaneous claims  against  the  United  States,  not 
otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall  be  ascertained 
and  admitted  in  due  course  of  settlement  at  the 
Treasury,  $20,000,"  was  amended  on  motion 
of  Mr.  POLK,  by  inserting  $12,000. 

The  Committee  then  took  up  the  following 
clause: 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Ministers  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  Great  Britain,  France,  Spain,  and 
Russia,  thirty  six  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  FOOT  moved  to  strike  out  the  appropri- 
ations for  Great  Britain  and  Russia,  on  the 
ground  of  our  having  no  ministers  resident  at 
either  of  the  courts. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  FOOT 
and  ARCHER.  The  remarks  of  the  former 
were  inaudible. 

Mr.  ARCHER,after  a  few  preliminary  remarks, 
said  that  he  did  not  vindicate  the  course  the 
Government  had  indulged  in  some  time  ago, 
with  regard  to  the  minister  at  the  court  of  Rus- 
sia. This  country  had  not  been  properly  rep- 
resented at  that  court.  The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  admitted  with  regard  to  England 
that  they  ought  to  be  adequately  represented. 
He  (Mr.  Archer)  was  of  opinion  that  unless 
they  could  see  it  was  probable  these  missions, 
would  be  filled  immediately,  they  ought  not  to 
make  the  appropriations  for  them.  He  was 
authorized  to  say  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
President  to  send  ministers  to  Russia  and  Eng- 
land during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  un- 
less something  should  occur  in  tlie  meantime,  in 
which  the  public  interests  were  concerned,, 
which  might  render  it  unnecessary.  That  he 
might  make  no  mistake  in  this  statement,  he  had 
had  it  put  down  on  paper  in  writing.  He  had 
no  comment  to  make  on  that  statement. 

Mr.  WAYNE  said  he  had  listened  to.the  gen« 
tleraan  from  Massachusetts  with  less  pleasure 
than  usual.  There  was  more  of  insinuation  than 
there  ought  to  be  in  his  remarks.  He  had 
complained  of  the  increased  expenses  for  our 
ministers  abroad;  and  afterwards  as  the  minister 
of  England  in  particular.  He  would  ask  that 
gentleman  if  the  practice  of  the  present  admin- 
istration had  differed  from  that  which  had  been 
pursued  at  any  time  since  that  gentleman  had 
been  connected  with  the  Government?  If  so, 
he  would  then  have  some  ground  for  complaint. 
He  had  understood  the  gentleman  to  speak  of 
one  instance  in  which  a  minister  had  cost  the 
Government  $90,000  for  a  residence  of  six  weeks, 
at  a  foreign  court.  This  was  true  to  a  certain 
extent.  But  it  reflected  no  discredit,  it  called 
for  no  blame  on  this  administration.  It  was  one 
of  these  misfortunes  to  which  Governments,  as 
well  as  individuals,  were  lable.  He  could  cite 
many  parallel  cases.  In  that  of  Mr.  King,  he  was. 
seized  with  the  sickness,  which  ended  his  life, 
on  the  passage.  The  mission  was-defeaced.and 
expense  was  incurred.  But  surely  no  one  would 
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have  blamed  the  then  administration  for  that 
misfortune.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
had  also,  somewhat  hastily,  in  his  opinion,  com- 
plained of  the  time  our  ministers  staid  at  foreign 
courts.  He  had  said  we  had  not  had  less  than 
th:ee  or  four  at  every  court.  What  were  the 
circumstances?  One  had  returned  to  fill  the 
honorable  post  of  Secretary  of  State.  But  he 
did  not  come  back  empty  handed.  No.  He 
negotiated  that  which  Government  had  been 
for  years  trying  to  accomplish  without  success. 
The*  treaty  he  made,  although  it  affected  some 
immediate  interests,  yet  had  been  subsequently 
shown  to  be  beneficial.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Van  Buren.  Why  did  he  not  stay?  The 
Senate  of  the  United  States  recalled  him.  Not 
because  they  did  not  think  a  minister  necessary 
at  the  Court  of  St.  James,  but  in  consequence 
of  certain  instructions  given  by  Mr.  Van  Buren 
on  a  former  occasion.  They  rejected  his  nom- 
ination, and  he  came  back  to  receive  the  higher 
honors  from  the  hands  of  the  American  people. 
He  was  not  the  eulogist  of  Mr.  Van  Buren;  he 
was  merely  relating  facts.  It  was  objected  that 
from  that  time  they  had  not  been  adequately 
represented  in  the  English  court. 

The  President  not  conceiving  that  there  was 
a  necessity  for  a  higher  functionary  than  a  Charge 
d'affaires,  sent  out  Mr.  Vail  to  England  in  that 
capacity.  The  Senate  was  a  party  to  this,  in  con- 
firming his  appointment.  Up  to  July,  1832, 
therefore,  the  administration  was  entirety  exon- 
erated from  blame.  Although  it  might  be  desi- 
rable, in  the  opinion  of  gentlemen,  to  have  had 
this  country  fully  represented  in  the  Court  of  St. 
James's  last  year,  why  might  they  not  suppose, 
that  circumstances  had  existed  between  the  two 
countries,  which  justified  the  President  in  not 
sending  a  minister.  Did  it  become  the  Presi- 
dent to  come  to  Congress  to  give  his  reasons  why 
he  did  not  send  an  ambassador?  He  apprehend- 
ed not.  He  did  not  believe  that  the  interests  of 
this  country  had  suffered  because  they  had  had 
only  a  Charge  d'affaires  in  England.  On  the 
contrary,  he  hesitated  not  to  sayv  that  no  minis- 
ter, whatever  his  grade,  could  have  matured  ne- 
gotiations of  more  importance,  than  those  which 
had  been  matured  during  the  past  year. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Adams,)  seemed  to  forget  another  fact  in 
asking  the  question  which  he  had  asked. 
With  what  propriety  could  he  ask  it,  when  he 
knew  that  the  practice  of  the  Government  was 
against  him  ?  If  the  gentleman  had  any  infor- 
mation to  give  on  the  subject,  let  him  give  it; 
and  if  he  could  even  give  a  colorable  reason 
for  supposing  a  minister  would  not  be  sent,  he, 
(Mr.  W.,)  for  one,  would  vote  against  this  ap- 
propriation. Mr.  W.  then  briefly  adverted  to 
some  remarks  which  bad  fallen  trom  a  member 
from  S.  Carolina,  (Mr.  W.  R.  Davis.)  He  was 
usually  called  on  to  admire  the  good  sense  and 
logical  arguments  of  that  gentleman.  Such  had 
not  been  the  case  to  day.  There  was  no  validi- 
ty in  his  reasoning.  His  argument  would  go  to 
give  them  the  double  power,  of  rejecting  nomi- 
nations, and  also  of  refusing  the  salary  of  min- 
isters.   If  the  Senate  had  the  slightest  suspicion 


of  an  intention  to  practice  a  fraud,  and  to  de- 
prive them  of  their  constitutional  rights,  by  de- 
laying the  appointment  of  a  minister,  until  after 
the  adjournment  of  Congress,  they  ought  to 
make  inquiry;  and  they  would  be  traitors  to  their 
trusts  aud  the  American  people  if  they  refused 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  S.  C,  rose  amidst  loud  cries 
of  "question!  question!!"  Mr.  D. — not  yet, 
sir, — not  yet!  I  have  the  floor — intend  to  keep  it, 
and  will  not  be  "questioned,  questioned"  out 
of  it.  I  do  not  mean  that  this  matter  shall  be 
thus  hurried  over  and  smothered.  As  to  the 
mere  cost  of  the  mission,  he  said  it  was  compa- 
ratively unimportant;  but  there  were  principles 
involved,  worthy  of  deliberate  consideration. — 
We  are  asked  for  appropriations  to  cover  the 
outfits  and  salaries  of  Ministers  to  the  respec- 
tive courts  of  England  and  Russia;  neither  of 
which  offices  are  in  existence — neither  of  which 
officers  have  been  appointed.  But  it  is  said, 
(indeed  we  are  told  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations)  that  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  President  to  send  out  before 
the  adjournment  of  Congress,  ministers  to  these 
countries,  and  has  given  us  as  his  authority  for 
this  declaration,  the  assurance  of  the  Secretary 
of  State.  Sir,  we  have  been  asked  for,  and 
have  accordingly  made  appropriations  for  two 
successive  years  for  a  Minister  to  England,  yet 
one  was  not  sent,  although  the  British  Govern- 
ment had  a  resident  Minister  here.  Can  you 
have  forgotten  sir,  the  declaration  and  complaint 
of  the  President,  which  the  administration  press- 
es rung  in  prolonged  peals  throughout  the  coun- 
try, on  the  occasion  of  the  Senate  refusing  to 
advise  and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  the 
late  Minister  to  England?  Do  you  not  remem- 
ber that  to  the  contumacy  of  the  Senate,  was 
charged  the  arrest  and  consequent  failure  of  a 
most  delicate  and  important  negotiation?  But 
delicate,  important  and  pressing  as  the  sub- 
ject of  that  abortive  negotiation  was,  no  other 
minister,  notwithstanding  we  made  the  appro- 
priation requested,  has  ever  been  sent,  and  this 
very  delicate,  important,  and  pressing  affair  has 
not  since  been  heard  of.  Why  is  this?  What 
excuse  has  been  made  for  this  apparent  neglect? 
If  there  was  a  subject  of  dispute  between  this 
country  and  Great  Britain,  there  has  been  gross 
neglect  on  the  part  of  the  administration  from 
its  own  showing.  But  I  am  at  a  loss  to  con- 
ceive what  difficulty  could  have  occurred  since 
Mr.  McLane's  treaty.  We  have  heard  of  none . 
I  did,  to  be  sure,  see  something  in  the  newspa- 
papers  about  the  subject  of  impressment;  but  I 
hope  no  gentleman  on  this  floor  will  insult  the 
moral  sense.Jthe  pride,  the  honor  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  by  admitting  for  a  mo- 
ment that  to  be  a  fit  subject  for  negotiation. — 
That  is  not  an  open  question!  and  the  Minister 
who  should  dare,  of  his  own  mere  motion,  to 
make  it  a  subject  for  discussion  abroad,  would 
deserve  to  lose  his  head  on  his  return  home. 

Sir,  I  would  as  soon  think  of  stipulating  and 
contracting  with  a  man  not  to  kick  me  whenever  he 
met  me  in  the'  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  as  to  nego- 
tiate on  the  subject  of  impressing  American  citi- 
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zens,  with  any  foreign  power  whatever.  But  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia,(Mr.  Wayne) 
states,  by  way  of  excuse  for  the  apparent  neglect 
of  the  President,  in  not  sending  a  Minister  to  En- 
gland, that  the  people  of  that  country  were,  du- 
ring a  part  of  the  period  alluded  to,  in  a  state  of 
great  excitement  and  agitation;  and  the  Govern- 
ment itself  in  a  very  unquiet  and  unsettled  state. 
And  what  of  that?  What  have  we  to  do  with 
the  forms,  or  reforms  of  foreign  governments?  It 
is  with  the  Governments  de  facto  that  we  are  to 
treat  and  hold  relations,  and  not  to  make  any 
question  of  their  forms  of  government,  intestine 
dissentions  or  even  civil  wars.  What  have  we 
to  do  with  the  internal  affairs  of  other  countries? 
Nothing  sir,  nothing  at  all.  Have  we  already 
forgotten,  that  Mr.  Pitt  by  acting  on,  and  prying 
into  the  form  of  a  foreign  Government,  this  very 
principle  of  intermeddling,  and  refusing  to  ac- 
knowledge or  treat  with  the  French  Directory, 
and  Consulate,  poured  a  tide  of  blood  and  fire 
over  Europe  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  centu- 
ry? But,  sir,  was  there  any  revolution  in  En- 
gland? Was  the  Government  unsettled?  Sir, 
the  deep  foundations  of  that  government  were 
unshaken:  the  changes  alluded  to  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  were  but  a  wholesome  salu- 
tary and  glorious  reform.  A  reform  that  met  the 
approbation  and  excited  the  sympathy  and  ap- 
plause of  our  whole  country?  A  reform,  that  lib- 
erated the  conscience  of  a  whole  people,  and 
made  every  generous  heart  beat  high  with  joy 
for  Irish  Catholic  Emancipation.  A  reform,  that, 
excited  and  won  our  warmest  salutations  and 
gratulations  for  a  nation  ransomed  from  the  sla- 
vish shackles  of  religious  intolerance,  bigotry,and 
despotism. 

If,  said  Mr.  Davis,  our  foreign  intercourse 
were  a  new  and  original  subject,  untrammelled 
by  precedent  and  usage,  he  would  without  hes- 
itation refuse  to  vote  appropriations  for  foreign 
embassies,  on  the  broad  ground  th*t  they  were 
not  merely  useless,  but  positively  inexpedient; 
and  he  could  sustain  himself  on  the  authority  of 
two  names  eminent  for  patriotism  and  practical 
good  sense,  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Paine.  Will 
the  hon.  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr,  J. 
Q.  Adams)  who  is  an  advocate  of  these  things, 
or  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  or  any  other  gentleman,  favor  the 
House  with  an  explanation  of  the  necessary 
duties  and  beneficial  agencies  of  our  diplomatic 
corps?  Will  they,  or  either  of  them,  inform  us 
of  what  probable  use  any,  or  the  whole  of  our 
foreign  errands  are  likely  to  be  to  this  country? 
Of  what  use  they  had  been  for  some  years  past? 
Does  a  quarterly  letter  from  your  minister  to 
Spain,  informing  the  President  that  there  is  no- 
thing new  there,  contribute  to  the  interest  or  to 
the  honor  of  our  country?  Will  gentlemen 
point  to  the  mission  to  England  which  consum- 
mated a  treaty  on  the  subject  of  the  West  India 
trade?  Where,  as  Paddy  says,  "we  gained  a 
loss."  Will  they  tell  us  of  Mr.  Rives' French 
treaty?  The  Chamber  of  Deputies  refuse  an 
appropriation  for  its  fulfilment.  And  in  what 
has  the  late  mission  to  Russia  resulted?  In  no 
thing  that  I  know  of,  except  an  improvement 


in  the  complexion  of  my  friend  the  envoy,  Mr. 
Buchanan: 

Sir,  these  offices  are  sinecures.  As  I  said  before, 
they  are  places  merely  for  the  reward  of  partisans- 
— places  of  refuge  for  worn  out,  useless,  second 
rate  politicians.  No,  sir,  I  am  wrong — they  are 
not  merely  useless — that  would  not  be  so  bad — 
they  are  corrupting;  they  spoil  the  "light  un- 
meritable  things"  you  send  abroad,and  they  re- 
turn, in  the  language  of  Mr.  Paine,  with  their 
heads  as  full  of  kings,  queens,  and  knaves,  as  a 
pack  of  cards  Look,  sir,  over  the  list  of  gen- 
tlemen we  have  sent  on  foreign  missions  for  the 
last  twelve  or  fifteen  years,  and  see  the  changes- 
wrought,  in  almost  every  instance,  in  their  poli- 
tical character  and  principles;  staunch  republi- 
cans converted,  in  a  year  or  two,  into  rank  con- 
solidationists!  Whether  the  change  be  effected 
by  the  perfumed  atmosphere  of  the  court,  the 
glittering  stars,  orders,  insignior,  &c.  that  cap- 
tivate the  fancy,  or  the  habit  of  only  hearing  of 
the  Federal  Union,  as  a  National  Government, 
and  heaving  no  mention  of  the  States  as  compos- 
ing it,  I  shall  not  undertake  to  say;  but  I  have  a 
list,  and  were  it  not  invidious,  I  would  put  my 
finger  on  the  names  especially  of  the  southern 
gentlemen,  who  have  undergone  this  unhappy 
conversion.  But,  sir,  it  is  not  merely  spoiling 
the  good  republicans  you  send  abroad,  but  the 
tendency  of  the  system  is  to  spoil  your  good 
Presidents  that  your  $25,000  keeps  at  home. — 
Nothing  has  been  considered  more  flattering 
through  all  ages,  to  the  vanity  of  kings  and 
monarchs,  and  all  the  tribe,  under  whatever 
name,  who  exercise  the  chief  executive  office,, 
than  to  be  surrounded  by  a  large  bevy  of  repre- 
sentatives of  foreign  countries.  Their  brilliant,, 
gaudy,  laced,  jewelled  and  plumed  finery,  adds 
vastly  to  the  gilded  show  of  an  American  Pres- 
ident's soiries  and  levees,  and  he  (ifa  vain,  fatu- 
itous  old  man)  would  be  tempted  to  multiply 
useless  missions  abroad,  under  the  expectation 
that  the  courtesies  of  foreign  nations  would 
make  a  return  in  kind,  and  by  that  means  sur- 
round the  President  with  a  mimick  court  of  his 
own.  It  is  wrong,  sir,  altogether  wrong!  Ours 
are  a  plain  people,  and  this  fudgery  is  utterly 
unsuited  to  their  taste.  I  repeat,  sir,  that  our 
system  of  foreign  intercourse  is  radically  wrong, 
unsuited  to  an  agricultural,  distant,  peaceful 
republic,  useless,  at  the  best,  corrupting  in  its 
tendencies,  of  our  officers  abroad  and  at  homey  . 
and  that  it  will  be  a  god-send  if  they  do  not,  as 
four  of  them  were  near  doing,  embroil  us  with 
foreign  nations. 

The  policy  of  this  country,  Mr.  Chairman,  in 
regard  to  foreign  nations,  I  consider  as  fixed 
and  established  by  public  opinien:  that  is,  to 
cultivate  friendly  commercial  relations  with  the 
whole  world,  but  to  have  no  polical  relations  or 
connexions  with  any  foreigp  government  what- 
ever. To  attend  to  our  commercial  relations,  I 
reiterate,  our  consuls  are  amply  competent. 

It  has  oeen  said,  sir,  (1  think  by  the  honora- 
ble Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  ami 
Means)  that  this  is  not  the  proper  place,  time, 
occasion,  or  manner  of  opposing  the  system  of 
foreign  intercourse  and   foreign  missions.     I 
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crave  pardon,  sir,  for  entertaining  an  opposite 
opinion:  under  favor,  I  think  it  is  precisely  the 
place,  time,  occasion  and  manner,  most  fit  and 
proper  for  opposing  the  system  itself,  as  well  as 
the  mode  of  making  appointments  under  it.  My 
leading  motive,  and  I  am  not  so  squeamish  as  not 
to  avow  it,  is  to  restrain  the  President  within  the 
constitutional  limits  of  the  appointing  power; 
to  compel  him  by  means  of  a  specific  and  limit- 
ed appropriation,  to  consult  the  Senate,  to 
which  body  the  Constitution  and  the  people  have 
confided  a  moiety  of  the  appointing  power,  be- 
fore he  sends  ministers  on  all  sorts  of  errands 
and  to  all  sorts  of  places.  I  intend,  before  this 
clause  is  disposed  of,  to  move  an  amendment  re- 
stricting the  expenditure  to  appointments  made 
*'by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate."  That  is  the  Constitution,  sir,  and  I 
intend  to  sustain  the  Senate  in  the  maintenance 
and  exercise  of  the  powers  confided  to  it  by  the 
people,  to  the  utmost  of  my  poor  ability;  and 
if  this  amendment  be  rejected,  I  shall  vote  for 
striking  out,  according  to  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Foot)  the  entire 
appropriation.  But  it  is  said,the  annual  appro- 
priation bill  is  not  a  proper  occasion  to  make  war 
on  these  abuses.  When,  or  where  else  can  I 
contest  it?  If  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions had  reported  a  separate  bill,  (as  I  think  the 
better  plan)  and  have  permitted  the  appropria- 
iion  bill  to  contain  nothing  but  those  expendi- 
tures established  and  regulated  by  law,  I  should 
have  said  so  too,  and  acted  accordingly,  but  in- 
stead of  that,  they  are  crammed  into  this  bill, 
and  I  am  not  allowed  to  choose  a  field  even  be- 
tween Pharsalia  and  Philippi.  But  sir,  the  ap- 
propriation bill,  or  vote  of  supplies,  is  a  fit  time 
and  occasion,  and  the  very  best  means  of  check- 
ing Executive  abuses  and  usurpations.  The 
power  over  the  supplies  is  worth  in  practice,  all 
your  parchment  and  paper  constitutions;  it  has 
been  the  great  conservative  principle  of  English 
liberty  in  all  its  struggles  with  the  crown, 
throughoutthe  long  line  of  her  usurping  Plan- 
tagenet  Kings,  her  treacherous  Stuarts  and  stub- 
born Guelphs. 

Sir,  it  is  the  Spanish  bit.  to  curb  rampant  ex- 
ecutive power  here,  as  well  as  in  that  illustrious 
country  from  which  we  obtained  some  of  the 
soundest  principles  and  safeguards  of  liberty. 
It  is  the  best  hold  that  the  people  have  upon  the 
rein,  to  check  abuse  or  usurpation  of  power;  and 
as  long  (and  it  will  not  be  long)  as  I  am  entrus- 
ted with  a  portion  of  that  power  as  their  repre- 
sentative, I  shall  hold  last  to  it  for  their  benefit, 
and  put  it  to  stern  and  practical  purposes.  Yes 
sir,  withhold  the  money  of  the  people  from  their 
proud,  forgetful  servants,  and  the  rampant  lion 
becomes  as  gentle  as  tha  timid  lamb  ! 

It  is  said  that  this  appropriation  for  the  sala- 
ries and  outfits  of  Ministers,  is  small  and  incon- 
siderable; and  indeed,  that  the  salaries  of  all  our 
Foreign  Ministers  are  too  low,  and  altogether 
insufficient  to  sustain  the  dignity  of  their  diplo 
matic  character  in  their  association  with  those  of 
other  countries.  In  regard  to  the  first,  I  an- 
swer, that  no  matter  how  small  the  appropria- 
tion, (but  thirty  six  thoasand  dollars  is  not  so 


very  small  a  sum, )  it  does  not  avoid  the  neces- 
sity of  obtaining  the  consent  of  that  consulta- 
tive branch  of  the  Government  established  by 
the  People.  As  it  respects  the  supposed  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  outfit  and  salary,  I  am  not  prepar- 
ed to  decide  from  any  specific  information}  but 
this  I  will  say,  that  he  who  seeks  an  office,  the 
allowance  of  which  he  knows  to  be  $9000  as 
outfit, ''and  $9000  salary  per  annum,  should  be 
forever  stopped  from  making  a  poor  mouth  a- 
bout  its  inadequacy.  I  have  heard  from  sour- 
ces I  am  diposed  totrust,  that  the  allowances  to 
our  agents  at  s,ome  courts  are  too  little;  but  I  am 
again  forced  to  doubt  this,  when  I  see  what  you 
all  have,  nay,  do  now  see,  applicants  for  these 
offices,  moving  heaven  and  earth,  using  all  their 
means,  high  and  low;  throwing  aside  the  very 
principles  that  gave  them  all  their  consequence, 
abandoning  the  people  whose  "voice  cherished 
and  supported  them ,  and  stooping  to  a  course 
of  political  prostitution,  that  compels  their  friends 
to  blush  and  hang  their  heads  for  very  shame, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  those  appointments. 
I  have  some  other  views  to  present,  but  I  fear  I 
have  wearied  the  House;  I  am  myself  and  that 
is  reason  enough  to  stop. 

The    Committee    rose,    reported,   and  the 
House  adjourned. 


[The  following  speech  was  delivered  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  Mr.  CHILTON 
ALLAN,  on  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the 
depositee,  on  the  27th  and  28th  of  March.] 

Mr.  ALLAN,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  Speaker:  Have  we  yet  the  right  to  de- 
liberate' And  what  is  the  subject  for  discus- 
sion? Does  the  power  to  legislate  for  this  na- 
tion still  reside  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
State?  We  are  required  to  forget  so  much  of 
what  we  did  know,  and  to  make  acquaintance 
with  so  many  startling  novelties;  we  have  of 
late  been  bewildered  with  so  rapid  a  succes- 
sion of  extraordinary  events — by  such  a  shift- 
ing of  scenes — transfer  o'  powers — and  presen- 
tation of  new  subjects  for  consideration — that 
it  is  equally  difficult  to  ascertain  the  question 
of  debate,  and  the  extent  of  the  remaining  pow- 
ers of  the  legislature. 

Republican  Government  was  yesterday  in 
good  credit;  we  believed  that  the  North  Ame- 
ricans had  virtue  and  intelligence  enough  to 
govern  themselves  upon  the  principle  of  re- 
presentation. To-day  we  are  informed  that 
the  representatives  of  the  people  have  become 
so  corrupt,  that  it  is  no  longer  safe  to  trust  the 
powers  of  legislation  in  their  hands.  It  was 
but  yesterday  that  Congress  was  in  the  undis- 
turbed possession  of  the  legislative  power.  To- 
day the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  entertains  us 
with  his  speculations  upon  the  common  good 
and  general  welfare  of  the  people,  and  enacts 
a  scheme  for  the  regulation  of  the  currency. 

On  yesterday  the  courts  of  justice  were 
open,  and  the  trial  by  jury  held  sacred.  To- 
day a  tremendous  power,  unknown  to  the  Con- 
stitution, is  exercised  by  the  Executive — that 
of  suspending  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and 
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of  deciding  the  ancient  systems  of  public  poli- 
cy to  be  unconstitutional  !!!  The  people  were 
yesterday  contented  and  happy.  But  now  the 
■whole  time  of  the  legislature  would  be  insuf- 
ficient to  hear  their  complaints.  The  work- 
shops, which  wera  a  few  days  since  animated 
by  the  hum  of  thriving  industry,  have  shut 
their  doors;  and  the  hands  are  in  the  streets 
without  bread.  Commerce,  which  ha  I  the 
speed  of  the  eagle,  has  fallen  motionless.  A- 
gricultural  labor,  which  was  then  sure  of  its 
reward,  is  already  withering  at  the  approach  of 
abase  currency. 

In  this  new  and  appalling  condition  of  our 
affairs,  we  are  brought  into  this  debate.  And 
how  is  this  debate  presented?  What  is  its  length 
or  breadth?  What  is  the  issue  > 

In  the  first  place,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury sends  us  forty  pages  of  what  he  was  pleas- 
ed to  call  reasons  and  documents  in  relation  to 
the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  into  the 
State  banks.  These  reasons  and  documents 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  who  have  reported  back  to  us  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  additional  pages  of  reasons  and 
documents,  to  prove  that  the  Secretary  reason- 
ed well.  The  debate  is  opened  upon  these 
hundred  and  eighty  pages  of  reasons  and  docu- 
ments, which  extend  through  our  whole  histo- 
ry, and  lie  entirely  across  the  whole  field  of 
political  science. 

Those  whose  duty  it  was  to  present  this  sub- 
ject to  the  consideration  of  Congress  and  the 
people,  have  taken  good  care  to  open  a  space 
sufficiently  broad  for  the  full  display  of  all  the 
marching  and  counter-marching,  wheeling  and 
facing,  that  appertains  to  the  science  of  politi- 
cal tactics.  When  one  position  is  found  weak 
and  about  to  give  way,  it  is  abandoned,  and 
another  is  taken  up.  And  although  this  de- 
bate, in  varying  forms,  has  been  progressing 
for  nearly  four  months,  the  issue  is  yet  unset- 
tled. 

At  first  we  were  told  that  the  sufficiency  of 
the  Secretary's  reasons  was  the  question.  But 
after  these  reasons  had  been  for  a  short  time 
exposed  to  the  light  of  the  reasons  of  this 
House,  they  all  evaporated  like  the  fog  of  the 
moaning  before  the  rising  sun. 

Atter  their  disappearance,  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  gave  the 
word,  to  the  right-about  face.  Whereupon  he 
announced  that  the  whole  controversy  was  a 
contest  between  the  Government  and  the  bank; 
and  that  the  issue  was  bank  or  no  bank. 
When  the  attention  of  the  House  was  drawn  to 
this  new  position ,  the  south  rose  up,  and  ma- 
nifested its  opposition  to  both  the  Secretary 
and  the  bank.  After  it  was  clearly  demonstrat- 
ed that  the  main  question  was  as  widely  sepa- 
rated from  the  bank  as  the  north  from  the 
south,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  being  compelled  again  to  change  his 
front,  said,  that  the  issue  was  not  bank  or  no 
bank,  but  it  was  a  question  of  "national  honor." 
The  question  has  at  last  assumed  a  form  suffi- 
ciently vague  to  render  any  more  changes  un- 
necessary.   There  being  presented  no  certain 


question— no  defined  issue  having  been  agreed 
upon — every  one  who  has  addressed  the  House 
has  been  left  at  liberty  to  select  whatever  topic 
best  pleased  his  judgment  or  fancy. 

In  the  discussion  of  issues,  which  are  daily 
changing,  the  gentlemen  have  a  signal  advan- 
tage over  us.  We  have  to  bring  into  the  de- 
bate facts  and  reasoning  applicable  to  every 
new  subject.  They  are  under  no  such  neces- 
sity. For  no  matter  what  the  subject  of  debate 
is,  or  how  often  the  question  is  changed— no 
matter  whether  the  debate  concerns  the  cur- 
rency, the  finance,  constitutional  liberty — or 
the  execution  of  the  laws,  the  gentlemen  have 
one  argument  always  ready — one  that  is  equal- 
ly applicable  to  all  subjects — one  that  equally 
proves  the  truth  of  all  propositions,  and  an- 
swers all  objections — one  that  is  equally  potent 
to  overthrow  all  that  is  established,  and  to  up- 
hold all  the  innovations  that  are  projected  ! 
This  magical,  wonder-working  argument  is  the 
batik  of  Orleans*. 

In  regard  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  it 
now  seems  to  be  agreed  by  all  parties  that  it 
was  a  measure  unwise  and  impolitic.  No  man 
in  either  House  of  Congress  ha«  yet  been  heard 
to  say  that  he  would  have  advised  the  proceed- 
ing. Even  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
refused  to  join  issue  on  the  validity  of  the  Se- 
cretary's reasons,  and  risk  a  vote  of  this  House 
on  their  sufficiency. 

The  defence  of  the  measure<upon  its  merits 
has  been  abandoned.  We  have  heard  it  an- 
nounced, from  a  source  high  in  the  confidence 
of  the  administration,  that  the  removal  of  the 
deposites  was  a  measure  so  manifestly  wrong, 
and  had  been  productive  of  consequences  so 
injurious,  that  the  error  would  have  been  re- 
dressed by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  each  House, 
if  it  had  not  been  discussed  as  a  party  question. 

Sir,  I  do  not  consider  the  opposition  to  the 
removal  of  the  deposites  co  have  been  a  party 
measure.  Mr.  Livingston,  late  Secretary  of 
State,  Mr.  McLane,  the  present  incumbent  of 
that  office,  Mr.  Duane,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  Governor  Cass,  Secietary  of 
War,  were  selected  by  Gen.  Jackson  himself 
for  their  talents,  information,  and  wisdom,  to 
be  the  guides  and  counsellors  of  State.  It  was 
these  eminent  rnen,  and  not  the  opposers  of 
the  President,  who  unanimously  agreed  that 
the  removal  of  the  deposites  would  be  an  eva- 
sion of  the  legislative  power,  violative  of  the 
laws  and  Constitution,  and  be  productive  of 
general  distress  in  the  country,  and  confusion 
in  the  currency. 

These  opinions  have  not  deprived  these  men 
of  the  confidence  of  General  Jackson  or  the 
party.  They  are  still  at  the  helm  of  affairs. 
What  has  been  said  aga'nst  the  removal  of  the 
deposites  by  the  opposition,  is  a  mere  repeti- 
tion and  amplification  of  what  originated  in  the 
President's  cabinet. 

A  large  portion  of  the  Jackson  party,  in  eve- 
ry section  of  the  Union,  and  in  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  agree  with  the  President's  constitu- 
tional advisers  as  to  the  impolicy  of  withdraw- 
ing the  deposites* 
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Sir,  it  affords  me  more  pleasure  to  commend ; 
where  it  is  due,  than  to  censure  where  it  is  de- 
served. There  are  circumstances  connected 
with  this  transaction  highly  honorable  to  the 
Jackson  party  and  to  the  President  himself, 
and  calculated  to  refute  the  most  serious  charge 
that  has  ever  been  brought  against  the  party. 

It  ha3  been  said  that  that  party  were  united 
upon  the  principle  of  retaining  the  power  and 
money  of  the  people  in  their  hands,  and  that 
every  measure  of  the  Executive  was  to  be  blindly 
supported,  right  or  wrong.  If  a  party  so  numer- 
ous and  powerful,  in  possession  of  the  Govern- 
ment, had  determined  on  such  rules  of  action, 
the  most  disastrous  results  might  have  been  an- 
ticipated. Our  fears  are  removed.  Strong  as 
may  be  the  cords  which  bind  together  parties, 
overshawdowing  as  may  be  the  President's  pow- 
er and  patronage,  operative  as  may  be  the  love 
of  wealth  and  distinction,  we  have  the  satisfac- 
tion to  know  that  the  love  of  country  and  of  li- 
berty still  predominates  in  the  cabinet. 

In  the  midst  of  the  general  gloom,  it  is  cheer- 
ing to  the  friends  of  human  liberty  to  see  the 
President's  chosen  ministers,  in  his  presence,  at 
the  footstool  of  his  power,  bowing  with  reveren- 
tial awe  and  obedience  to  the  sacred  constitution 
ef  their  country,  and  the  venerated  laws  of  the 
land,  rather  than  to  his  commands. 

This  toleration  of  freedom  of  opinion — this 
permission  to  his  ministers  to  follow  the  honest 
dictates  of  their  own  consciences — is  highly  hon- 
orable to  General  Jackson,  and  worthy  of  an 
American  President.  How  conducive  it  would 
have  been  to  his  fame,  to  the  happiness  of  his 
country,  and  the  safety  of  his  own  party,  if  he 
had  extended  the  same  enlightened  toleration, 
forbearance,  and  protection  to  Mr.  Duane  that 
he  did  to  every  other  member  of  his  cabinet. 
And  how  condusive  it  would  have  been  to  the 
fame  of  the  dissenting  ministers  it  they  had  with- 
drawn from  an  administration  in  which  their 
counsels  were  disregarded. 

Believing  that  the  solicitude  of  the  patriot  is 
far  more  appropriate  than  the  spirit  of  the  parti- 
san, I  shall  net  discuss  this  subject  in  reference 
to  the  men  in  power  at  present,  or  with  any  poli- 
tical views.  It  is  no  part  of  my  purpose  to  in- 
vestigate the  motives  of  any  man.  I  shall  de- 
nounce no  party.  I  am  willing  to  allow  that  the 
President  has  been  actuated  by  pure  motives  : 
yet,  standing  here  as  a  representative  of  free- 
men, 1  must  be  allowed  the  privilege  that  apper- 
tains to  my  place,  of  speaking  freely  of  the  effect 
of  his  measures  upon  the  people  of  this  country. 

Personally  I  feel  no  unkindncss  to  the  adminis- 
tration party.  I  came  to  my  seat  in  this  House 
through  no  angry  political  conflict.  I  have  received 
no  party  persecution.  It  has  been  my  fortune  to 
represent  the  people  in  both  Houses  of  our  State 
Legislature,  and  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  without  opposition.  I  therefore  owe  a 
debt  of  gratitude  to  all  parties,  to  the  whole  peo- 
ple, which  I  shall  never  be  able  adequately  to 
pay.  Although  my  constituents  are  divided  into 
parties,  yet  they  are  equally  devoted  to  all  the 
principles  of  free  government;  and,  however 
some  of  them  may  differ  from  me,  there  is  not 


one  that  will  not  justify  me  in  representing  bold- 
ly on  this  floor  the  opinions  of  a  majority.  There, 
is  one  principle  and  one  fact,  in  regard  to  which 
I  am  sure  there  will  be  a  general  concurrence 
among  my  constituents.  The  principle  is,  that 
a  representative  is  bound  to  obey  the  will  of  a 
majority  ;  and  the  fact  is,  that  the  votes  and 
opinions  which  I  give  here  are  in  obedience  to  the 
will  of  a  large  majority  of  my  district.  But,  in 
the  effort  to  discharge  faithfully  the  duty  due 
to  the  majority,  it  would  afford  me  much  pleasure 
to  do  it  in  a  manner  respectful  to  the  feelings  of 
a  minority,  to  whom  I  am  so  largely  indebted  for 
personal  kindness  and  liberality. 

Although  it  was  at  first  controverted,  daily 
developments  have  at  last  forced  all  to  acknowl- 
edge that  the  whole  country  is  in  a  condition  of 
discontent  and  distress!  The  voice  of  woe  has 
come  to  us,  out  of  all  classes,  from  the  whole 
North.  We  behold  freemen,  from  the  Potomac 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  proclaiming  that  the  Con- 
stitution has  been  violated.  We  now  begin  to 
hear,  in  distant  thunder,  the  responses  of  the 
people  of  the  great  valley  to  their  Atlantic  breth- 
ren. 

Looking  upon  the  altered  condition  of  our 
country,  many  gentlemen  assert  that  it  is  impos- 
sible that  the  withdrawal  of  the  deposites  could 
have  produced  such  effects,  and  at  the  same  time 
exclaim  that  the  mischief  must  have  been  produc- 
ed by  the  curtailments  of  the  bank. 

These  gentlemen  have  forgotten  what  they 
told  us  at  the  commencement  of  the  session  :  it 
was  then  said,  as  the  United  States  Bank  con- 
tracted, the  State  banks  would  expand ;  and  that 
the  business  of  the  country,  undisturbed  by  the 
operation,  would  flow  smoothly  on  in  the  custo- 
mary channels. 

I  desire  gentllemen  to  say,  in  candor,  whether 
it  was  not  intended  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  should  contract  its  business  as  the  public 
deposites  were  withdrawn.  Whether  it  was  not 
compelled  to  curtail  its  discounts,  as  its  means  of 
sustaining  discounts  were  withdrawn?  Now,wh»n 
we  have  before  us  the  amount  of  deposites  with- 
drawn, and  the  amount  of  the  curtailments  made 
by  the  bank,  will  not  every  one  acknowledge 
that  the  curtailments,  to  their  full  extent,  have 
been  rendered  indispensably  necessary,  and 
forced  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  deposites  ?  Then 
how  can  any  man  say  it  is  the  contractions  of 
the  bank,  and  not  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
that  has  caused  ttfis  distress  ?  The  following 
statement  will  show  how  groundless  is  the  charge 
against  the  United  States  Bank  of  having  cur- 
tailed its  discounts  oppressively. 

The  charge  that  the  bank  commenced  the  re- 
duction of  its  loans  before  the  deposites  were  ac- 
tually withdrawn,  turns  out  to  be  untrue. 
That  from  the   1st  of  December  to   the  1st  of 

April,  the  loans  of  the  bank  have 

been  increased  -  -  -  $353,712  95 
Total  reduction  of  loans  from  1st 

October,  1833,  to  1st  of  April, 

1834, 5,057,527  22 

During  which  time  the  public  de- 
posites have  been  reduced        -    6,935,568  84 
Private  deposites,       -        -        -       842,834  87 
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So  that  the  reductions  of  the  loans  of  the  bank, 
from  1st  of  October  to  the  1st  of  April',  have 
been  less  by  nearly  three  millions  than  the  re- 
duction of  the  deposites. 

So  far  from  a  desire  to  oppress  the  State 
banks,  or  cripple  the  trade  of  the  country,  the 
State  banks  were  indebted  to  the  United  States 
Bank  in  the  sum  of  the  average  amount  of  $3,- 
464,955;  and,  during  the  same  time,  to  wit,  from! 
the  1st  of  October,  1S33,  to  the  1st  of  April,! 
1834,  the  United  States  Bank  has  actually  pur-l 
chased  domestic  and  foreign  bills  of  exchange  to' 
the  amount  of  $34,671,324. 

Thus  it  appears,  while  the  most  unjust  accu-| 
sations  have  been  made  against  the  bank,  that| 
it  has  been  actually  making  exertions  to  relieve 
the  country,  to  the  great  hazard  of  its  own  safety. 
The  bank  is  told  that  it  has  but  two  years  to 
live ;  that  it  must  close  its  concerns  ;  and  that  it 
was  high  time  it  should  commence  the  operation. 
The  bank  yields  to  the  command,  and  is  then 
denounced  by  him  who  gave  the  command  for 
its  strict  obedience.  But,  sir,  ifc  the  withdrawal 
of  a  few  millions  of  the  public  deposites  from  the 
bank  could  not  produce  so  much  public  distress, 
let  me  ask  you  if  the  curtailment  of  a  few  mil- 
lions of  bank  discounts  can  account  for  it  ?  The 
truth  is,  that  neither  the  one  nor  the  other,  nor 
both  combined,  could  have  brought  us  to  our 
present  situation.  We  must  look  for  more  pow- 
erful causes  to  account  for  such  wonderful  effects. 
New  and  extraordinary  indeed  must  be  the  causes 
of  the  evils  which  have  so  suddenly  prostrated 
our  country:  for  it  was  too  firm  to  be 
shaken  by  any  blow  of  an  ordinary  kind.  The 
wound  must  have  been  inflicted  on  a  part  so 
vital,  and  hitherto  held  so  sacred,  that  an  as- 
sault could  not  have  been  anticipated  from  any 
hand. 

We  often  deceive  ourselves,  and  mislead  the 
public  judgment,  by  the  use  of  vague  language. 
When  we  discuss  this  as  a  question  concerning 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  or  as  affecting  the 
interests  and  rights  of  the  bank,  or  speak  of  it  as 
a  contest  between  the  Government  and  the 
bank,  involving  a  violation  of  the  public  faith,  we 
convey  no  adequate  description  of  the  recent 
measures  of  the  administration,  and  give  no  just 
ideas  of  their  consequences.  Neither  the  speeches 
on  the  one  side,  that  have  proved  the  injuries  re- 
ceived by  the  stockholders,  nor  those  on  the  other, 
that  have  described  the  monster  in  his  marble 
palace,  wielding  the  sceptre  of  despotism,  have 
correctly  pointed  out  the  true  causes  of  the  pub- 
lie  misfortunes . 

What  is  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ?  It  is 
thirty-five  millions  of  property,  seven  of  which 
belong  to  the  United  States ;  much  of  the  residue 
to  widows  and  orphans.  The  people  of  the 
United  States  have  in  their  bands  nineteen  mil- 
lions of  its  notes.  The  bank  was  the  agent  by 
which  thirty  millions  of  revenue  were  collected 
and  disbursed  ;  the  common  instrument  of  com- 
merce for  the  whole  Union,  by  which  business 
to  the  amount  of  three  hundred  millions  was  an- 
nually transacted  ;  by  its  aid  in  furnishing  the 
exchanges,  the  whole  produce  of  the  labor  of  the 
interior  was  taken  to  distant  markets,  and  the 
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necessaries  of  life  brought  from  these  markets 
into  the  interior.  Through  the  agency  of  the 
bank,  the  currency  was  preserved  at  a  fixed  value 
m  every  part  of  the  Union. 

This  agency,  by  which  the  commerce  of  the 
country  was  regulated— by  which  the  affairs  of 
the  treasury  were,  administered— by  which  the 
currency  was  preserved— was  established  by 
Washington  and  the  fathers  of  the  republic. 
It  has  existed  forty  years;  has  strengthened  with 
our  strength,  and  grown  with  our  growth,  and 
has  become  indissolubly  identified  with  the  sta- 
bility of  the  currency,  and  the  titles  of  proper- 
ty, with  the  security  of  commerce  and  the  safe- 
fety  of  labor.     Upon  the  faith  of  this  system  of 
law  and  public  policy,   erected  and  sustained 
by  legislative,  judicial,  and  executive  sanction, 
for  the  lapse  of  near  half  a  century,  the  people 
of  the  United  States  had  reposed  their  confi- 
dence and  their  fortunes,  entered  into  their  con- 
tracts, made  their  calculations,  and  shaped  their 
business.     The  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  the  exertion  of  a  tremendous  and  hitherto 
unknown  power,  lias  decided  that  all  of  these 
interests  stand  upon  the  baseless  fabric  of  an 
unconstitutional  law.     Can  any  man  look  upon 
a  measure  that  involves  the  ruin  of  so  many  in- 
terests,  and  doubt  what  it  is  that  has  struck 
this  youthful  republic  from  the  glow  of  health 
and  vigor,  into  the  consumption  that  is  now  so 
rapidly  wasting  away  its  vital  energies?     It  is 
not  the  mere  assault  upon  the  bank,  but  it  is 
the  war  that  has  been  waged  upon  properly;  it 
is  not  the  mere  withdrawal  of  the  deposites 
from  the  bank,  but  it  is  the  withdrawal  of  the 
legislative  and  judicial   power  from   Congress 
and  the  courts^  it  is  not  the  mere  removal  of  a 
sum  of  money  from  one  place  to  another,  but 
it  is  the  violent  pulling  out  of  the  key-stone  in 
the  great  arch  of  public  and   private  credit, 
that  has  let  all  the  interests  of  the  people  tumble 
into  ruins  with  the   mouldering  rubbish  of  the 
Slate  banks.     When  it  is  discovered  that  the 
rights  of  the  people  have  no  guaranty  in  the 
legislative  power;  no  shield  in  the  trial  by  jury; 
no  support  from  ancient  usage;  that  the  go- 
vernment of  laws  is  substituted  by  the  will  of 
an   individual;   can   any   one  doubt  >what   has 
brought  on  the  body  politic,  the  deep  disease 
that  is  now  corroding  the  very  core  of  the 
heart,  that  is  throbbing  in  every  artery,  and 
running  along  every  vein  to  the  extremities  * 

The  fatal  decree  for  the  suspension  of  the 
laws,  and  the  destruction,  of  the  currency 
caused  confidence  to  perish.  It  is  not  in  the  ruins 
of  the  bank  so  much  as  in  the  wreck  of  the  Con- 
stiiution,  that  you  must  look  to  the  cause  that 
has  crushed  the  public  prosperity. 

Much  of  what  I  had  intended  to  say  having 
been  already  be'ter  said,and  desiring  as  much 
as  possible  to  avoid  the  views  taken  by  others, 
I  shall  be  brief  on  a  subject  nearly  exhausted. 
The  charges  preferred  in  these  reports 
against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  I  will  not 
now  investigate,  for  several  reasons.  1st.  In 
my  judgment,  these  charges  have  been  fully 
answered,  and  satisfactorily  refuted  by  several 
gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me.    2d.  The 
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bank  was  tried  by  the  last  Congrcs  upon  the 
same  charges,  and,  upon  a  full  and  fair  hearing;, 
those  charges  were  found  to  be  false  by  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  when  a  bill  was  passed  to 
re-charter  that  institution.  I  do  not  know  how 
it  is  in  other  sections  in  the  Union,  but  in  Ken- 
tucky* it  is  thought  that  one  trial  upon  the  same 
,  charge  is  sufficient.  I  have  said  the  charges 
were  the  same;  substantially  they  are;  the  ad- 
ditions being  unimportant,  the  case  of  the 
French  bill  being  purely  a  question  of  law  for 
the  decision  of  the  courts.  3d,  Because  the 
bank  is  entitled  to  trial  by  jury,  the  great  Con- 
stitutional right  guarantied  to  every  American 
citizen. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  session,  the 
existence  of  public  distress  was  denied.  After 
the  evidence  of  the  sad  reality  had  forced  con 
viction  upon  every  body,  then  the  mischief  was 
ascribed  to  the  bank;  but  when  Mr.  Gallatin's 
report  satisfied  every  candid  mind  that  the  Cur- 
tailments of  the  bank  had  been  forced  upon  it, 
that  they  had  been  made  with  reluctance,  and 
not  faster  than  was  necessary  to  its  safety,  then 
we  were  told,  let  the  mischief  do  its  worst,  ••all 
that  trade  upon  a  borrowed  capital  ought  to 
break."  This  project  of  breaking  all  that  use 
borrowed  capital  will  have  an  extensive  opera- 
tion. A  vast  proportion  of  the  whole  business 
of  the  country  is  done  upon  a  borrowed  capi- 
tal. Almost  the  whole  surplus  produce  of  the 
labor  of  the  people  of  the  valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, is  carried  to  market  by  the  aid  of  bor- 
rowed capital.  If  you  break  all  that  use  bor- 
rowed capital,  you  break  the  bone  and  muscle 
of  the  country. 

Having  made  these  preliminary  remarks  in 
reference  to  the  present  unhappy  and  suffering 
condition  of  the  country,  and  the  manner  in 
which  this  debate  has  been  shifted  from  point 
to  point,  I  will  proceed  to  the  discussion  of  the 
four  following  propositions,  which,  according 
to  my  compiehension  of  the  subject,  presents 
the  true  questions  that  are  involved  in  this  con- 
troversy : 

1st.  Shall  the  currency  of  the  United  States 
be  regulated  by  the  National  or  State  Govern- 
ments? 

2d.  ShalJ  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  U.  States  be 
administered  through  the  agency  of  the  Nation- 
al Bank,  or  by  the  State  banks? 

3d.  Ought  the  public  money  to  be  used  as  a 
banking  capital  for  the  use  of  the  local  banks 
where  it  is  collected,  or  should  it  be  employed 
for  the  use  of  the  whole  people  of  the  United 
States? 

4th.  Does  the  custody  and  control  of  the 
public  treasure  belong  to  the  Legislative  or 
Executive  Departments  of  the  Government? 

The  administration  experiment  proposes  to 
discontinue  the  National  Bank,  and  to  adopt 
the  notes  of  the  State  banks  as  the  currency  of 
the  United  States.  Or,  in  other  words,  the 
proposition  is,  that  Congress  shall  surrender  to 
the  States  the  regulation  of  the  currency.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  after  denouncing  the 
National  Bank  as  unconstitutional,  and  infoi  m- 
ing  us  that  we  do  not  intend  to  renew  the  char- 


ter, proceeds,  in  page  6  of  his  report,  to  say, 
"  The  State  banks  can,  I  have  no  doubt,  furnish 
a  general  circulating  medium  quite  as  uniform 
in  value  as  that  which  has  been  afforded  by 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  probably  more 
so  '!" 

In  discussing  the  question  whether  the  cur- 
rency of  the  United  States  shall  be  regulated 
by  the  General  or  State  Governments,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  proceed  a  single  step  in  the  dark: 
our  whole  history  sheds  a  light  full  and  broad 
upon  the  subject.  What  is  the  currency?  It  is 
the  standard  of  value,  the  representative  of 
property,  the  regulator  of  commerce,  the  secu- 
rity of  labor,  the  cement  of  confidence.  The 
power  that  regulates  the  currency  has  domi- 
nion over  all  the  rights  of  property  and  labor. 
The  power  that  can  alter  the  standard  of  value, 
can  cause  the  arbitrary  transfer  of  property 
from  one  part  of  the  community  to  another. 
The  power  to  change  the  value  of  the  curren- 
cy, is  a  power  to  tax  the  people  without  limit. 
Taking  this  view  of  the  currency,  is  it  wise,  is 
it  politic,  is  it  safe,  to  transfer  this  tremendous 
power  to  the  States  or  to  the  State  banks'  Or 
should  this  power  over  the  currency  be  retain- 
ed by  Congress,  where  every  freeman  in  the 
nation  is  represented?  When  the  power  over 
the  currency  is  exercised  by  a  State,  »all  the 
people  are  not  represented  who  in  the  course 
of  commerce  use  the  currency.  By  the  exclu- 
sive use  of  such  a  power  on  the  part  of  the 
States,  the  existence  of  the  Uniou  would  be 
jeoparded;  for  example,  in  the  course  of 
fair  commerce,the  citizens  of  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana become  indebted  to  those  of  Kentucky, 
in  the  sum  of  a  million  of  dollars;  and  after  the 
creation  of  this  debt,  the  Legislature  of  Louis- 
ana  doubles  her  circulation  of  paper  money  by 
new  issues,  and  thus  causes  a  depreciation  of 
fifty  per  cent.,  and  by  her  delay  and  tender 
laws,  forces  this  depreciated  money  on  the  citi- 
zens of  Kentucky;  thus  an  honest  debt  of  a- 
million  is  discharged  with  five  hundred  thou- 
sand. Our  past  history  proves  that,  when  the 
States  regulate  the  currency,  such  events  have 
often  occurred;  and  who  does  not  see  in  such 
occurrences,  the  deep  foundations  of  animosity 
and  discord  that  ultimately  would  rend  asunder 
this  Union? 

The  power  of  a  State  Government  being  lo- 
cal, is  wholly  incompetent  to  the  establishment 
of  a  currency  that  shall  possess  the  essential 
quality  of  a  good  currency,  equality  of  value  in 
every  part  of  this  great  nation. 

When  a  State  Government  undertakes  to 
regulate  the  currency  of  the  United  States,  or, 
in  other  words,  when  it  undertakes  to  regulate 
the  commerce  and  titles  to  property  and  labor 
of  the  United  States,  it  violates  the  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  republican  government,  be- 
cause the  whole  people  of  the  Unit,  d  States 
are  not  represented  in  the  State  councils. 

A  State  Legislature  that  exercises  the  all- 
pervading  authority  of  regulating  the  currency, 
usurps  the  despotic  power  of  legislating  upon 
the  fortunes  and  property  of  millions  whom  it. 
does  not  represent. 
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Now,  sir,  let  us  look  at  the  effects  of  the  ex- 
ercise, on  the  part  of  the  States,  of  the  mighty 
power  of  legislating  on  the  currency;  a  power 
that  involves  the  destruction  of  the  principle 
that  no  man  shall  be  deprived  of  his  property 
without  his  consent. 

Before  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, the  power  of  the  States,  in  issuing  bills  of 
credit  and  manufacturing  paper  money,  was 
without  restraint. 

This  power  was  freely  exercised  by  all  the 
States.  There  was  a  local  depreciated  curren- 
cy in  every  section  of  the  confederacy;  there 
necessarily  followed  in  the  train  of  this  pesti- 
lence ex  post  facto  laws;  tender  laws;  slop  laws; 
laws  violative  of  the  obligation  of  contracts. — 
Sir,  the  history  of  this  misrule,  from  the  close 
of  the  revolutionary  war  to  the  adoption  of  the 
present  Constitution,  is  a  full  commentary  upon 
the  effects  of  a  currency  regulated  by  the 
States.  The  canker  fastened  upon  the  source 
of  production,  upon  labor,  and  paralyzed  |its 
efforts;  for  who  will  perform  the  toils  and 
drudgery  of  life  when  the  reward  is  only  to  be 
found  in  valueless  paper  money }  Who  would 
engage  in  commerce  regulated  by  no  common 
medium  of  exchange?  Who  would  give  credit, 
when  laws  that  impaired  all  the  obligations  of 
contracts  were  the  order  of  the  day?  Who 
would  acquire  property  that  might  be  taken 
from  him  by  a  government  in  which  he  was  not 
represented?  During  this  period  there  existed 
neither  public  nor  private  confidence  neither 
public  nor  private  credit.  Both  at  rrome  and 
abroad,  all  confidence  in  the  durability  and  effi- 
ciency of  the  Government  was  destroyed;  labor 
paralyzed;  commerce  in  confusion;  the  Trea- 
sury .empty;  and  the  Government  unable  to 
afford  protection  to  the  people,  or  comply  with 
its  engagements.  Good  men  every  where  be- 
gan to  despair  of  the  republic. 

The  main  radical  defect  in  the  former  Go- 
vernment was  the  lack  of  the  money  power; 
the  power  to  regulate  the  currency;  the  power 
to  fix  the  standard  of  value. 

The  money  power  is  the  highest  and  most 
essential  attribute  of  sovereignty;  one  without 
which  every  other  is  impotent.  What  is  the 
war  power  in  the  hands  of  a  government  that 
has  no  power  to  provide  the  means  of  carrying 
it  on?  Of  what  use  is  the  power  to  regulate 
commerce,  where  there  is  no  common  medium 
of  exchange?  How  can  a  government  appor- 
tion taxation  equally  in  a  country  that  has  no 
fixed  standard  of  value?  Lacking  the  money 
power,  therefore,  the  former  Government  was 
destitute  of  the  great  mechanical  power  in  poli- 
tics— the  power  that  puts  every  other  power  in 
motion. 

I  am  aware  that  this  is  not  the  view  common- 
ly taken;  but  it  is,  nevertheless,  true  that  the 
main  cause  of  the  utter  helpless  imbecility  of 
the  former  Government,  was  the  lack  of  the 
power  to  establish  and  maintain  a  fixed  stand- 
ard of  value,  and,  consequently,  the  power 
to  protect  the  labor  and  regulate  the  commerce 
of  the  people,  and  secure  the  titles  of  pro- 
perty from  the    devouring    effects  of  paper 


money.  An  experience  so  full  and  unequivo- 
cal, of  the  necessity  of  having  one  fixed  stan 
dard  of  value,  to  be  maintained  and  regulated 
by  the  common  Legislature  in  which  all  the 
people  of  the  whole  nation  are  equally,  fully, 
and  fairly  represented,  more  than  any  other 
cause,  induced,  the  people  of  the  United  States 
to  adopt  the  present  Constitution. 

To  shield  themselves  from  the  curse  of  mo- 
ney of  unsteady  value,  the  people  caused  the 
following  provision  to  occupy  a  prominent 
place  in  the  Constitution:  "The  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  coin  money,  to  regulate  the  va- 
lue thereof,  and  of  foreign  coins,  and  fix  the 
standard  of  weights  and  measures;  to  provide 
for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  the  secu- 
rities and  current  coin  of  the  United  States;  to 
make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and 
proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the  forego- 
ing powers.  No  State  shall  coin  money,  emit 
bills  of  credit,  make  any  thing  but  £old  and  sil- 
was  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts." 

These  invaluable  provisions  were  inserted  in 
the  fundamental  law  of  the  land,  that  the  peo- 
ple might  be  represented  in  the  legislation  that 
vote  to  secure  their  property;  that  they  might 
have  in  their  commerce  the  same  measure,  the 
same  weights,  and  a  currency  of  the  same  va- 
lue, throughout  the  whole  nation.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Conven- 
tion to  take  from  the  States  all  power  over  the 
currency,  and  to  confer  its  regulation  upon 
Congress.  All  the  anticipations  of  good  enter- 
tained by  the  fathers  of  the  republic  when  they 
changed  the  Government,  and  made  the  stan. 
dard  of  value  the  subject  of  national  power, 
have  been  more  than  realized.  The  national 
industry,  under  this  new  shield  of  security, 
sprung  forth,  with  renovated  vigor;  commerce 
came  out  of  chaos,  and  assumed  the  permanent 
form  imparted  to  it  by  security.  Public  credit 
was  established,  and  private  confidence  was  re- 
stored, and  the  character  of  the  nation  rose  up 
to  a  proud  elevation  among  the  nations  of  the 
earth.  But,  sir,  in  the  face  of  all  our  experi- 
ence, in  view  of  these  plain  provisions  of  the 
Constitution,  a  practice  has  grown  up  in  the 
States  of  circulating  paper  money  through 
banks,  that  threatens  to  deprive  us  of  all  the 
benefits  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  to 
throw  the  Government  back  into  the  imbecility 
of  the  articles  of  confederation.  We  are  in  • 
formed  by  Mr.  Madison,  that  the  evils  of  a  State 
bank  note  currency  were  not  foreseen  at  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution: 

The  conclusion,  that  State  bank  notes  that 
were  not  made  a  legal  tender  were  not  bills  of 
credit,  in  the  constitutional  sense,  was  the  great 
error  on  this  subject,  and  the  introduction  to  a 
practice  that  all  sound  statesmen  now  agree  is 
the  weak  point  in  our  system. 

But  it  is  now  too  late  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
stitutionality of  State  banks;  the  hold  they  have 
of  the  country  is  so  firm  as  to  forbid  all  hope  of 
gaining  even  a  hearing  on  that  point.  We  must 
legislate  for  the  country  as  we  find  it,  and  not 
as  we  would  desire  to  have  it;  as  practical  men% 
we  must  take  things  as  they  exist. 
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Sir,  let  us  take  a  view  of  the  number  and  con- 
dition of  ihe  State  banks  now  in  the  United 
States.  This  inquiry  is  rendered  necessary  by 
the  late  determination  of  the  administration  to 
surrender  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  cur- 
rency, and  to  return  to  the  use  of  the  notes  of 
the  State  banks. 

On  yesterday  I  endeavored  to  trace  the  con- 
sequences of  the  paper  money  issued  by  the 
States  before  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution . 
But,  sir,  the  mode  now  used  by  the  States  for 
issuing1  paper  money  is  far  more  destructive  to 
the  rights  of  the  people,  and  every  way  less  se- 
cure, than  that  used  before  the  Constitution. — 
Then  the  bills  of  credit  were  issued  by  the  State; 
the  faith  of  the  States  was  pledged  for  their 
redemption;  and  there  was  some  guaranty  in  the 
responsible  situation  of  the  State  Legislatures. 
Now  the  States  issue  their  paper  money  through 
four  hundred  and  fifty  irresponsible  banks. 

It  has  been  shown  that  the  power  that  can  fix 
the  amount  and  regulate  the  currency  has  full 
dominion  over  the  rights  of  property,  com- 
merce, and  labor. 

Then,  sir,  it  is  in  vain  to  blink  the  question: 
disguise  it  as  you  may,  the  proposition  of  the 
Secretary  to  return  to  a  State  bank  note  cur- 
rency is  neither  more  nor  less  than  to  subject 
the  labor  and  property  of  this  country  to  the 
power  of  the  State  banks.  Disguise  it  as  you 
may,  the  return  to  a  State  bank  note  currency 
will  throw  all  the  interests  of  the  people  into  a 
condition  more  unsafe  and  insecure  than  they 
were  in  under  the  articles  of  confederation. — 
But,  sir,  as  we  are  now  placed  under  the  domi- 
nion of  the  State  banks,  it  behooves  us  t&  look 
at  their  number  and  condition.  Four  hundred 
and  fifty  of  these  banks  are  now  in  operation. 
There  are  several  hundred  broken  banks, 
whose  shattered  affairs  are  not  yet  closed,  and 
a  multitude  of  new  ones  not  yet  commenced 
business.  The  circulation  of  these  bmks,  there 
is  reason  to  believe,  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia (Mr.  Wilde)  placed  rather  below  the 
amount.  It  is  not  much,  if  any,  short  of  one 
hundred  millions. 

These  four  hundred  and  fifty  banks,  for  the 
redemption  of  a  hundred  millions  of  notes,  have 
in  their  vaults  about  twelve  millions  of  specie. 
I  can  recollect  formerly,  in  banking,  it  was 
thought  to  be  a  most  extravagant  issue  to  have 
three  paper  dollars  for  one  silver  dollar;  but  the 
four  hundred  and  fifty  State  banks  now  in  the 
United  States,  take  them  in  the  aggregate, 
have  over  seven  paper  dollars  for  one  silver 
dollar.  Some  of  the  New  York  banks  have  but 
one  cent  of  silver  to  the  dollar,  others  a  cent 
and  a  half,  and  others  two  cents. 

To  take  an  average  of  the  notes  and  depos- 
ites  of  the  State  banks,  they  have  not  one  sil- 
ver dollar  to  meet  twelve  of  their  liabilities. 

In  this  condition  of  the  State  banks,  at  a  time 
when  confidence  is  suspended,  when  they  are 
daily  failing,  and  becoming  insolvent — when  a 
universal  suspension  of  specie  payments  is  antici- 
pated— when  the  New  York  banks,  in  their 
agony,  are  calling  out  for  assistance — w"hen  the 
Governor  of  that  State  proposes  tu  raise,  upon 


the  credit  of  the  State,  five  millions  to  save  the 
Hanks — we  are  invited  at  such  a  time,  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  give  up  the  best 
currency  in  the  world,  and  to  adopt,  for  the  use 
of  this  nation,  the  currency  to  be  furnished  by 
the  State  banks.  In  regard  to  the  movement 
in  New  York,  it  is  a  reversal  of  usage;  we  have 
always  understood  it  was  the  business  of  banks 
to  lend  money  to  the  people,  but  it  seems  the 
people  of  that  State  are  to  be  taxed  to  raise 
money  to  lend  to  the  banks. 

When  the  Secretary  tells  U3  that  the  State 
banks  will  furnish  as  good  a  currency  as  the  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  perhaps  better,  he  has  not  fa- 
vored us  with  any  reason  for  so  strange  an  opin- 
ion; he  has  referred  to  no  facts,  appealed  to  no 
authority,  rested  upon  no  experience  to  sustain 
himself.  He  has  departed  from  the  recorded 
opinions  of  all  his  predecessors,  and  thrown  away 
all  of  the  experience  ever  accumulated  in  his  de- 
partment. 

The  existence  of  a  State  bank  currency,  aswaa 
before  remarked,  has  ever  been  regarded  by  our 
ablest  financiers  as  the  weak  point  in  our  system, 
the  existence  of  which  has  been  deplored  by  most 
of  our  great  statesmen,  none  of  whom  have  por- 
trayed its  fatal  effects  upon  the  country  more 
clearly  than  Mr.  Jefferson. 

In  his  celebrated  letter  to  Mr.  Eppes,  while 
at  the  head  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
of  this  House  in  1815,  during  the  non-existence 
I  of  a  National  Bank,  and  when  the  State  banks 
I  had  involved  the  country  in  geneial  ruin,  Mr. 
!  Jefferson  denounced  the  State  banks  in  unmea- 
!  sured  terms;  showed  their  dominion  over  the  pro- 
j  perty  and  laboi  of  the  country;  proved  the  im- 
|  possibility  of  making  a  national  currency  out  of 
their  issues,  the  whole  of  which  he  showed  to  be, 
to  use  his  own  language,  froth  and  trash,  "and  a 
fraud  upon  the  Constitution  and  the  country.  So 
destructive  did  Mr.  Jefferson  consider  the  whole 
State  bank  system  to  the  best  hopes  of  the  na- 
tion, that  he  entertained  the  opinion  that  the 
States  would  surrender  such  a  dangerous  power 
to  Congress,  where  the  exclusive  control  of  the 
currency  ought  to  abide.  This  letter  will  be 
found  in  the  fourth  volume  of  his  correspond- 
ence. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  prohib- 
its the  States  from  coining  money  of  gold  and 
silver.  Why?  Because  it  was  essential  that  the 
standard  of  value  should  be  fixed,  and  twenty 
four  independent  Governments  might  make  it  of 
different  values.  But  now,  instead  of  twenty 
four  States  making  good  money  out  of  the  pre- 
cious metals,  we  have  four  hundred  and  fifty 
banks  issuing  paper  money. 

Still  the  Secretary  and  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  propose  to  place  the  property  and 
labor  of  this  county  under  the  power  of  these  four 
hundred  and  fifty  banks. 

When  the  reports  before  you  assert  that  the 
State  banks  will  furnish  as  good  a  currency  as 
that  which  has  been  afforded  by  the  National 
Bank,  they  show  as  little  respect  for  the  common 
sense  of  mankind,  as  they  have  done  in  their  le- 
gal principles,  constitutional   doctrines,  state- 
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ments  of  facts,  and  in  their  arithmetical  calcula- 
tions. 

Perceiving  how  business  men  of  all  parties  re- 
coiled from  the  monstrous  proposition  to  go  back 
to  the  rag  money  of  the  State  banks— perceiving: 
the  universal  execration  and  dismay  with  which 
it  was  received,  there  is  now  an  attempt  to  re- 
peat, under  cover  of  a  second  thought,  to  a  hard 
money  Government!  Knowing  that  there  is  a 
large  amount  of  just  objection  among  the  people 
to  paper  money,  and  a  great  preference  for  the 
precious  metals,  there  is  now  an  attempt  to  divert 
public  attention  from  the  odious  proposition  to 
return  to  the  paper  money  of  the  State  banks,  by 
talking  about  hard  money;  I  say  talking  about  it. 
Yes,  sir,  all  is  talk;  no  proposition  has  been 
made,  nor  has  any  plan  been  offered  to  return  to 
hard  money;  nor  will  any  plan  of  the  kind  be 
offered. 

But,  sir,  as  the  public  attention  has  been  called 
to  hard  money,  with  the  view  of  diverting  the 
attention  of  the  people  from  the  real  measures  of 
ruin  that  are  about  to  be  fastened  on  the  country, 
I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  pause  here,  and  exam- 
ine and  expose  this  delusion — this  effort  to  im- 
pose upon  popular  credulity. 

When  the  Secretary  asserted  that  he  had  no 
doubt  that  the  notes  of  the  State  banks  would 
make  as  good  a  general  currency  as  that  which 
had  been  offered  by  the  National  Bank, and  per- 
haps more  so,  and  when  the  same  opinion  is 
echoed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
two  facts  must  have  been  present  to  their  minds: 
the  first  was  the  fact  that  the  notes  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  Bank  were  every  where  equal  to  spe- 
cie, and  almost  every  where  preferred  to  specie; 
the  other  fact  was,  that  after  an  experiment  of 
fifty  years,  the  State  banks,  collectively  or  indi- 
vidually, have  never,  even  for  a  single  day,  furn- 
ished a  currency  at  par  throughout  the  nation. 
Then,  when  the  Secretary  and  the  committee 
could,  in  the  presence  of  these  facts,  give  it  as 
their  opinion  that  the  State  banks  would  hereaf- 
ter permanently  do  what  they  have  never  been 
known  to  do,  I  had  supposed  it  the  strongest 
experiment  that  had  ever  been  made  upon  party 
docility.  But  when  these  gentlemen  had  suc- 
ceeded in  involving  the  country  in  all  the  mis- 
chief of  rag  money,  they  cry  out,  we  are  for  a 
hard  money  Government!  This  last  movement 
upon  common  3ense  beats  the  first. 

Yes,  sir,  these  gentlemen  commence  an  un- 
provoked war  upon  a  currency  that  had  a  wider 
range  of  circulation  and  a  greater  steadiness  of 
value  than  any  the  world  ever  saw — a  currency 
convertible,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  holder,  into 
gold  and  silver.  Upon  the  ruin  of  such  a  cur- 
rency the  dominion  of  the  "froth"  issued  by  the 
State  banks  was  established;  and  now,  when 
misrule  and  anarchy  sweep  the  land — when  in- 
solvency stalks  abroad--when  base  paper  money 
is  working  its  accustomed  havoc --the  same 
power  that  brought  the  country  into  this  condi- 
tion, now  .  raises  up  its  voice  above  the  general 
cry  of  distress,  and  proclaims  that  it  is  conducting 
the  country  back  to  hard  money! !! 

The  very  same  power  that  is  now  pretending 
<to  call  out  for  hard  money,  has  caused  State 
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banks  to  spring  up  all  over  the  Union  with  the 
rapidity  of  mushrooms.  Of  late  there  have  been 
established  banks  with  the  following  amounts  of 
capital  in  the  States  of 

Maine,  $100,000 

Vermont,  600,000 

Rhode  Island,  1,000,000 

.  Connecticut,  '  600,000 

New  Jersey,  100,000 

New  York,  4,000,000 

Pennsylvania,  4,400,000 

Maryland,  500,000 

North  Carolina,  2,300,000 

South  Carolina,  500,000 

Mississippi,  700,000 

Louisiana,  12,000,000 

Tennessee,  5,000,000 

Kentucky,  5,000,000 

Ohio,  4,000,000 

Indiana,  1,600,000 

£42,900,000 
Sir,  is  it  not  known  to  you.^and  every  man  in 
this  House,  that  all  means  that  could  be  exerted, 
through  the  public  officers,  through  the  press, 
and  every  other  mode  of  influence,  was  employed 
to  cause  the  multiplication  of  State  banks?  Was 
it  not  every  where  urged  and  pressed  upon  the 
people  to  establish  State  banks  and  independent 
banks,  to  supply  the  place  of  the  National  Bank? 
And  now,  sir,  when  this  great  effort  to  get  up 
new  State  banks  has  succeeded  with  an  aggre- 
gate capital,  as  it  appears  on  paper,  to  the  enor- 
mous amount  of  forty  three  millions — new  banks 
that  will  multiply  paper  money  beyond  all  former 
example;  now,  sir,  after  the  consummation  of 
the  project  to  flood  the  whole  land  with  rags,  we 
are  informed  that  we  are  just  about  to  return  to 
a  hard  money  Government!!!  From  present  ap- 
pearance, we  are  just  as  likely  to  have  perpetual 
motion  in  our  mechanism  as  the  exclusive  use  of 
gold  and  silver  in  our  commerce. 

But,  sir,  if  this  Government  did  really  desire 
to  return  to  hard  money,  let  us  examine  what 
power  it  has  to  effect  that  object.  Does  any 
one  pretend  that  the  General  Government  has 
the  power  to  destroy  the  State  banks  that  are 
now  in  existence?  Is  any  man  hardy  enough 
to  pretend  that  this  Government  can  prevent 
the  States  from  making  new  banks?  There  is 
no  such  pretension.  Then,  as  there  is  now  in 
existence  450  banks,  with  a  circulation  of  a 
hundred  millions  of  notes,  with  a  great  number 
more  about  to  go  into  operation,  and  multitudes 
of  propositions  before  the  State  Legislatures  for 
new  charters;  and  as  no  one  pretends  that  this 
Government  has  the  power  to  abolish  this  State 
bank  system,  we  know  that  it  will  permanently 
continue,  and  will  continue  to  spread  and  in- 
crease. Then  here  is  our  condition;  this  sys- 
tem of  State  banks  is  unfortunately  fixed  as  the 
incubus  on  our  body  politic. 

We  are  forced  to  take  the  country  as  we  find 
it.  As  practical  men,  we  must  legislate  upon 
the  actual  condition  of  things.  Then  this  be- 
ing the  actual  unfortunate  condition  of  the  U. 
States,  in  regard  to  paper  money,  what  is  the 
duty  of  Congress?    Shall  the  power  over  the 
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currency  be  surrendered  to  the  State  banks? 
Shall  the  protection  of  Congress  be  withdrawn 
from  the  property,  and  commerce,  and  labor  of 
the  people? 

There  never  has  been  but  one  mode  disco- 
vered by  the  wisdom  of  our  statesmen  by  which 
the  General  Government  could  control,  and  re- 
gulate, and  govern  the  State  banks  so  as  to 
maintain  and  preserve  a  sound  currency;  and 
that  is  by  the  aid  of  a  National  Bank. 

The  experience  of  forty  years  has  exempli- 
fied the  profound  wisdom  of  the  father  of  his 
country,  and  the  sages  .who  compiled  the  con 
stitution.  All  the  beneficial  consequences  have 
resulted  to  the  country  which  they  anticipated 
from  the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank. — 
The  National  Bank  has  prevented  the  evil  ef- 
fects of  the  depreciated  paper  money  of  the 
State  banks,  by  furnishing  a  currency  good  in 
every  place,  and  always  convertible  into  specie. 

Sir,  during  the  existence  of  the  National 
Bank  we  have  had  a  hard  money  Government , 
that  is,  we  have  had  bank  notes  that  we  could 
change  into  hard  money  whenever  we  preferred 
it.  The  proposition  to  go  from  the  National 
Bank  to  the  State  banks  is  neither  more  nor 
less  than  a  proposition  to  go  from  hard  money 
to  paper  money.  I  am,  sir,  for  standing  by  the 
hard  money,  or  bank  notes  that  will  bring  hard 
money.  I  will  not  agree  to  put  my  constituents 
in  the  power  of  State  banks,  that  have  seven 
paper  dollars  out  and  but  one  silver  dollar  to 
redeem  them  with. 

The  declamation  that  has  been  thrown  out 
about  the  destruction  of  all  banks,  State  as  well 
as  National,  is  well  understood  to  be  merely  for 
political  effect.  Every  candid  man  must  acknow 
ledge  that  the  true  question  is  between  a  Na 
tional  Bank  and  State  banks.  If  we  discontinue 
a  National  Bank,  then  we  are  forced  to  rely  on 
the  State  banks  for  a  currency.  This  brings  us 
to  the  proposition  which  I  am  discussing:  "Shall 
the  currency  of  the  United  States  be  regulated 
by  the  National  or  State  Governments?"  Sir, 
I  am  for  following  the  experience  of  near  half 
a  century.  lam  for  regulating  the  currency 
of  the  United  States,  not  by  the  States  or  State 
banks,  hut  by  the  power  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment, to  be  exercised  by  and  through  the 
agency  of  a  National  Bank. 

But,  sir,  we  are  told  that  this  nation  has  de- 
cided against  the  existence  of  a  Notional  Bank, 
and  the  second  election  of  General  Jackson  to 
the  Presidency  is  referred  to  prove  that  fact.  I 
deny  that  the  election  of  General  Jackson  either 
proves  or  conduces  to  prove  that  the  people  of 
the  United  States  are  opposed  to  a  National 
Bank.  General  Jackson  certainly  went  before 
the  people  at  the  last  election  as  a  bank  man. 
It  is  true,  in  his  veto  message  he  made  known 
his  objections  to  certain  parts  of  the  existing 
Bank  charter;  but  it  is  equally  true  that,  in  the 
same  message,  he  spoke  of  a  United  States' 
Bank  as  a  useful  institution,  and  said  that  a  char- 
ter for  one  could  be  made  compatible  with  the 
constitution;  and  that,  if  he  had  been  called  on, 
be  would  have  furnished  such  a  charter.  It  is 
equally  true  that  Mr.  McLane,  while  acting  as 


his  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  his  super- 
vision, in  his  annual  report  to  the  first  session 
of  the  last  Cong-ess,  did  maintain,  moat  ably 
and  clearly,  that  the  National  Bank  was  an  in- 
stitution necessary  both  to  the  administration  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Treasury  and  the  preservation 
of  the  currency.  Then,  sir,  I  undertake  to 
say  that  the  Jackson  party,  in  every  county  and 
district  in  theJJnited  States,  presented  General 
Jackson  to  A  people,  upon  the  authority  of 
his  veto  message  and  Mr.  McLane*s  report,  as 
friendly  to  a  United  States  Bank,  properly  mod- 
ified. I  appeal  to  every  member  now  in  this 
House  for  the  truth  of  this  statement.  The  peo- 
ple were  every  where  told  that  General  Jack- 
son vetoed  the  bank  bill  because  it  was  brought 
before  him  too  soon,  for  electioneering  pur- 
poses, and  because  he  disapproved  certain  mod- 
ifications of  the  charter;  but  that  he  would,  af- 
ter his  election,  give  bis  approbation  to  a  Na- 
tional Bank  properly  guarded.  A  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Wise)  said,  the  other  day, 
that  this  was  the  view  presented  to  the  people 
of  his  district  before  the  Presidential  election. 
I  know  it  was  the  view  taken  in  Kentucky.  And 
I  say,  upon  the  authority  of  the  public  press, 
and  the  veto  message,  and  Mr.  McLme's  re- 
port, thatth.s  was  the  manner  in  which  General 
Jackson  was  presented  to  the  people  of  the  U. 
States  at  the  last  Presidential  election.  If  I  am 
mistaken  in  regard  to  any  part  of  the  country, 
I  hope  the  gentleman  who  knows  the  fact  will 
correct  me.  General  Jackson  has  been  deceiv- 
ed in  his  information  on  this  subject;  and  if  he 
will  inquire  of  the  members  of  the  present 
Congress,  he  will  be  informed  that  he  was  elect- 
ed as  a  Bank  man.  But,  sir,  if  it  had  been 
known  that  General  Jackson  was  opposed  to  a 
National  Bank  in  any  form,  his  election  would 
not  prove  that  the  people  were  opposed  to  a 
Bank;  for  the  fact  is,  that  his  popularity  was  so 
overshadowing,  that  he  could  have  been  elected 
on  any  side  of  any  question. 

In  coming  to  a  conclusion  in  regard  to  the 
matured  sense  of  the  American  people,  on  the 
ubject  of  a  National  Bank,  I  will  rely  not  upon 
the  election  of  any  particular  man,  (when  it  is 
a  fact  of  such  general  notoriety  that  the  election 
did  not  turn  upon  the  Bank  question,)  but  will 
appeal  to  the  history  of  forty  years,  during 
which  a  National  Bank  has  existed  in  this  coun- 
try, and  during  which  protracted  peiiod  met 
with  the  public  support;  attested  by  all  the 
modes  of  ratification  that  can  flow  from  the 
general  acquiescence;  from  legislative  sanction, 
judicial  confirmation,  and  executive  approval. 

If  there  be  any  one  subject  in  our  politics  on 
which  public  opinion  has  been  more  deliberate- 
ly made  up  than  any  other,  it  is  a  National  Bank. 
Its  discussion  has  extended  over  a  greaiur  length 
of  time,  has  been  more  conspicuously  orought 
to  public  notice,  and  filled  a  broader  space  in 
the  public  mind,  than  any  other.  Tins  question 
has  been  blended  in  all  the  party  cenicsts  that 
ever  occurred  in  this  country;  and  what  is  true 
of  this  question,  and  no  other,  is  this  remarka- 
ble fact  that  in  the  developments  of  our  his- 
tory, the  necessity  of  a  National  Bank  became 
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so  apparent,  that  it  triumphed  over  party  bias 
and  personal  pride;  and  has  in  succession  com- 
manded the  support  of  all  parties.  This  nation 
will  not  cast  off  the  experience  of  forty  years, 
and  return  again  to  the  rag  money  of  the  local 
banks.  However  the  question  may  now  be  de- 
cided, the  re-establishment  of  a  National  Bank 
is  just  as  certain  in  the  end,  as  that  it  is  certain 
in  the  long  run  that  the  wants  of  £an  prevail 
over  his  temporary  passions.  But^ir,  the  con- 
stitutional objection  to  a  National  Bank  has 
been  dug  up  from  the  grave  in  which  Mr.  Mad- 
ison had  buried  it,  and  in  which  it  had  long1  re- 
posed in  quiet;  an  objection  that  had  been  over- 
ruled by  the  judgment  of  the  nation,  under  cir- 
cumstances that  gave  assurance  of  the  most  ma- 
ture deliberation.  Sir,  in  place  of  any  light 
which  I  could  throw  upon  the  subject,  I  pro- 
pose to  meet  the  revival  of  this  stale  obsolete 
objection  with  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Madison. 

This  father  of  the  Constitution,  whose  name 
is  identified  with  the  formation  and  exposition 
of  every  clause  of  the  instrument,  certainly  un- 
derstands it  better  than  any  man  now  living. 

In  the  purity  and  wisdom  of  this  sage,  my 
constituents  have  more  coufidence  than  any  man 
living;  and,  for  their  benefit,  1  will  give  his  ar- 
gument upon  the  constitutionality  of  a  National 
Bank. 

In  1791,  Mr.  Madison  was  opposed  to  a  Na- 
tional Bant,  and,  in  1816,  as  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  gave  the  bank  charter  the  sanc- 
tion of  his  approval. 

The  opinion  he  gave  in  1791,  was  anterior  to 
any  experience  on  the  subject ;  the  opinion 
which  he  gave  in  1816  was  in  full  view  of  ma- 
tured experience.  In  1816  he  yielded  the  pride 
of  opinion  to  the  convictions  of  time;  the  great 
test  of  human  wisdom. 

I  will  ask  the  favor  of  the  clerk  to  read  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Madison,  as  expressed  in  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Ingersoll,  dated  25th  of  June,  1831.  Al- 
though  it  will  occupy  some  time,  the  time  will 
be  profitably  spent;  for  the  profound  wisdom  ii 
contains  will  be  refreshing  in  such  a  period  as 
we  now  live  in. 

The  clerk  read  as  follows  : 

"  The  charge  of  inconsistency  between  my 
objection  to  the  constitutionality  of  such  a  bank, 
in  1791,  and  my  assent  in  1817,  turns  on  the 
question,  how  far  legislative  precedents,  ex- 
pounding the  Constitution,  ought  to  guide  suc- 
ceeding Legislatures,  and  to  overrule  individual 
opinions. 

•'Some  obscurity  has  been  thrown  over  the 
question,  by  confounding  it  with  the  respect 
due  from  one  Legislature  to  laws  passed  by  pre- 
ceding Legislatures.  But  the  two  cases  are  es- 
sentially different.  A  constitution,  being  de- 
rived from  a  superior  authority,  is  to  be  ex- 
pounded and  obeyed,  not  controlled  or  vsrie  d 
by  the  subordinate  authority  of  a  Legislature. 
A  law,  on  the  other  hand,  resting  on  no  higher 
authority  than  that  po.sstssed  by  every  success- 
ive Legislature,  iis  expediency  as  well  as  its 
meaning  is  within  the  scope  of  the  latter. 

"The  case  in  question  lias  its  true  analogy 
in  the  obligation  arising  /rom  judicial  exposi- 


tions of  the  law  on  succeeding  judges;  the  con- 
stitution being  a  law  to  the  legislator,  as  the 
law  is  a  rule  of  dec'sion  to  the  judge. 

And  why  are  judicial  precedents,  when  form- 
ed on  due  discussion  and  consideration,  and  de- 
liberately sanctioned  by  reviews  and  repetitions, 
regarded  as  of  binding  influence,  or  rattier  of 
authoritative  force,  in  settling  the  meaning  of  a 
law?  It  must  be  answered,  first,  because  :i  ia 
a  reasonable  and  established  axiom,  that  the 
good  of  society  requires  that  the  rules  of  con- 
duct of  its  members  should  be  certain  and 
known,  which  would  not  be  the  case  if  any 
judge,  disregarding  the  decision  of  his  prede- 
cessors, should  vary  the  rule  of  law  according 
to  his  individual  interpretation  of  it.  Misera 
est  servitus  xibi  jus  est  aut  vagum  aut  incognitum. 
2d.  Because  an  exposition  of  the  law,  publicly 
made,  and  repeatedly  confirmed  by  the  consti- 
tuted authority,  carries  with  it,  by  fair  infer- 
ence, the  sanction  of  those  who,  having  made 
the  law  thrDiigh  their  legislative  organ,  appear, 
under  such  circumstances,  to  have  determined 
its  meaning  through  their  judiciary  organ. 

"Can  it  be  of  less  consequence  that  the  mean- 
ing of  a  constitution  should  be  fixed  and  known, 
than  that  the  meaning  of  a  law  should  be  so? 
Can,  indeed,  a  law  be  fixed  in  its  meaning  and 
operation,  unless  the  constitution  be  so  ?  On 
the  contrary,  if  a  particular  Legislature,  differ- 
ing in  the  construction  of  the  Constitution,  from 
a  series  of  preceding  constructions,  proceed  to 
act  on  that  difference,  they  not  only  introduce 
uncertainty  and  instability  in  the  Constitution, 
but  in  the  laws  themselves  ;  inasmuch  as  all 
laws  praceding  the  new  construction,  and  in- 
consistent with  it,  are  not  only  annulled  for  the 
future,  but  virtually  pronounced  nullities  from 
the  beginning. 

"But  it  is  said  that  the  legislator ,  having 
sworn  to  support  the  Constitution,  must  sup- 
port it  in  his  own  construction  of  it,  however 
different  from  that  put  on  it  by  his  predeces- 
sors, or  whatever  be  the  consequences  of  the 
construction.  And  is  not  the  judge  under  the 
same  oath  to  support  the  law?  Yet,  has  it  ever 
been  supposed  that  he  was  required,  or  at  liber- 
ty, to  disregard  all  precedents,  however  solemn- 
ly repeated  and  regularly  observed  ;  and,  by 
giving  effect  to  his  own  abstract  and  individual 
opinion*!,  to  disturb  the  established  course  of 
practice  in  the  business  of  the  community  r  Has 
the  wisest  and  most  jconscientious  judge  ever 
scrupled  to  acquiesce  in  decisions  in  which  he 
has  been  overruled  by  the  matured  opinions  of 
the  majority  of  his  colleagues;  and  subsequent- 
ly to  conform  himself  thereto,  as  to  authorita- 
tive  expositions  ot  the  law?  And  is  it  not  rea- 
sonable to  suppose,  that  the  same  view  of  the 
official  oath  should  be  taken  by  a  legislator, 
acting  under  the  Constitution,  which  is  his 
guide,  as  is  taken  by  a  judge,  acting  under  the 
law,  which  is  his? 

"There  is,  in  fact,  and  in  common  under- 
standing, a  necessity  of  regarding  a  course  of 
practice,  as  above  characterized,  in  the  light  of 
a  legal  rule  of  interpreting  a  law;  and  there  is 
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a  like  necessity  of  considering  it  a  constitutional 
rule  of  interpreting  a  constitution. 

••  That  there  imy  be  extraordinary  and  pecu- 
liar circumstances  controlling  the  rule  in  both 
cases,  may  be  admitted;  but,  with  such  excep- 
tions, the  rule  will  force  itself  on  the  practical 
judgment  of  the  most  ardent  theorist.  He  will 
find  it  impossible  to  adhere  to,  and  act  official- 
ly upon,  his  solitary  opinions,  as  to  the  meaning 
of  the  law  or  Constitution,  in  opposition  to  a 
construction  reduced  to  piactice,  during  a  rea- 
sonable period  of  time;  more  especially  where 
no  prospect  existed  of  a  change  of  construction 
by  the  public  or  its  agents.  And  if  a  reasona- 
ble period  of  time,  marked  with  the  usual  sanc- 
tions, would  not  bar  the  individual  prerogative, 
there  could  be  no  limitation  to  its  exercise,  al- 
though the  danger  of  error  must  increase  with 
the  increasing  oblivion  of  explanatory  circum- 
stances, and  with  the  continual  changes  in  the 
import  of  words  and  phrases. 

"Let  it  then  be  left  to  the  decision  of  eve- 
ry intelligent  and  candid  judge,  which,  on  the 
whole,  is  most  to  be  relied  on,  for  the  true  and 
safe  construction  of  a  constitution  :  that  which 
has  the  uniform  sanction  of  successive  legisla- 
tive bodies,  through  a  period  of  years,  and  un- 
der the  varied  ascendancy  of  parties  ;  or  that 
which  depends  upon  the  opinions  of  every  new 
Legislature,  heated,  as  it  may  be,  by  the  spirit 
of  party,  eager  in  the  pursuit  of  some  favorite 
object,  or  led  astray  by  the  eloquence  and  ad- 
dress of  popular  statesmen,  themselves,  per- 
haps, under  the  influence  of  the  same  mislead- 
ing causes. 

"It  was  in  conrormity  with  the  view  here  ta- 
ken of  the  respect  due  to  deliberate  and  reiter- 
ated precedents,  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  though  on  the  original  question  held  to 
be  unconstitutional,received  the  executive  sig- 
nature in  the  year  1817.  The  act  originally 
establishing  a  bank  had  undergone  ample  dis- 
cussions in  its  passage  through  the  several 
branches  of  the  Government.  It  had  been  car- 
ried into  execution,  throughout  a  period  of 
twenty  \  ears,  with  annual  legislative  recogni- 
tions; in  one  instance,  indeed,  with  a  positive 
ramification  of  it  into  a  new  State,  and  with  the 
entire  acquiescence  of  all  the  local  authorities:, 
:is  well  as  the  nation  at  large  ;  to  all  of  which 
may  be  added,  a  decreasing  prospect  of  any 
change  in  the  public  opinion  adverse  to  the 
constitutionality  of  such  an  institution.  A  veto 
from  the  Executive,  uUder  these  circi  instance?, 
with  an  admission  of  the  expediency  and  al- 
most necessity  of  the  measure,  would  have  been 
a  defiance  of  all  the  obligations  derived  from  a 
course  of  precedents  amounting  to  the  requi- 
site evidence  of  the  national  judgment  and  in- 
tention " 

Sir,  does  net  this  letter  of  Mr.  Madison  prove 
that  the  constitutional  question  ought  to  be 
considered  as  forexer  settled? 

The  people  of  the  United  State-*  »re  the  first 
who  have  tried  the  experiment  of  building  up 
sys'ems  of  law,  and  order,  and  public  policy, 
upon  the  basis  of  a  wntten'constitution.  In  re- 
gard to  this  experiment,  there  are  two  theories. 


The  one  embraced  by  Mr.  Madison  affirms  that 
the  people  who  are  capable  of  making  a  consti- 
tution, are  competent  to  settle  its  meaning;  that 
the  legislative  and  judicial  interpretations,  sanc- 
tioned by  the  people  for  a  long  series  of  years, 
ought  to  be  taken  and  received  as  the  true 
reading  of  the  constitution,-  that,  without  stabi- 
lity in  the  laws  of  property,  civil  society  can- 
not exist.  The  other  theory  affirms  that  nei- 
ther the  laws  of  the  Legislature,  nor  the  deci- 
sions of  the  courts,  nor  the  sanctions  of  the 
people,  nor  the  union  of  all  for  the  lapse  of 
centuries,  will  be  evidence  of  the  meaning  of 
the  constitution,  but  that  the  controversies  con- 
cerning the  fundamental  law  of  the  land  must 
forever  remain  open  and  unsettled.  Accord- 
ing to  this  latter  theory,  our  system?  of  law  and 
public  policy  are  never  to  acquire  stability  and 
permanency;  our  titles  to  property,  our  com- 
merce, and  labor,  are  never  destined  to  repose 
in  safety  upon  fixed  principles.  But  all  the 
interests  of  society  are  to  remain  forever  sub- 
ject to  be  thrown  out  upon  the  winds  and  wave* 
of  party  passions.  Sir,  witness  the  present  dis- 
play of  this  latter  theory  reduced  to  practice. 
The  President,  upon  a  constitutional  doubt,  has 
swept  from  existence  the  institutions  of  forty 
years,  and  left  the  country  bleeding  at  every 
pore. 

A  certain  degree  of  stability  is  essential  to 
the  very  existence  of  civil  society.  If  every 
twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  years,  all  the  institutions 
of  the  country  are  to  be  overturned  upon  some 
new  constitutional  constructions,  upon  the  tri- 
umph of  every  new  party  ;  if  all  that  is  estab- 
lished is  to  be  subverted;  then,  a  written  con- 
stitution will  turn  out  to  be  a  curse  to  the  coun- 
try, and  our  experiment  of  free  government 
must  utterly  fail. 

If  our  vessel  of  state  is  to  remain  at  sea  with- 
out a  chart  or  compass,  liable  to  be  driven  upon 
the  rocks  by  every  unskilful  pilot  that  happens 
to  gain  the  helm,  then  our  nation  has  embarked 
upon  a  very  uncertain  and  dangerous  voyage. 

Sir,  if  any  principle  can  be  called  settled  by 
time  and  usage,  the  one  under  consideration  is 
certainly  of  that  character.  If  it  were  a  ques- 
tion involving  the  security  of  liberty,  then  I 
would  be  as  tenacious  as  any  one.  But  every 
gentleman  who  has  urged  the  constitutional  ob- 
jection to  the  bank,  has,  at  the  same  time,  ad- 
mitted the  great  and  important  services  which 
it  has  rendered  the  country.  They  have  admit- 
ted that,  if  the  General  Government  does  not 
now  possess  the  power,  it  ought  to  be  confer- 
red by  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution. 

Then,  sir,  a  beneficent  power, which  has  con- 
fessedly contributed  so  largely  to  the  prosperi- 
ty of  this  nation,  is  surely  of  the  class  of  pow- 
ers that  ought  to  be  considered  as  settled  by 
usage  can  settle  any  principle. 

If  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution  can  be  set- 
tled by  practice,  then  a  stronger  case  can  never 
occur.  I  am  not  for  a  National  Bank,  out  of 
any  regard  either  to  the  benefit  of  owning  i  Is 
stock  or  of  borrowing  its  money,  for  in  neKner 
of  these  relations  have  I  any  interest  in  it,  nor 
has  one  in  a  thousand  of  those  whom  I  have  the 
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honor  to  represent.  My  constituents  are  an  in- 
dustrious and  enterprising-  community.  They 
carry  on  an  extensive  commerce  with  New  Or- 
leans; send  their  droves  of  horses,  mules  and 
hogs  to  the  Southern  States,  their  beeves  to  the 
Eastern  cities,  and  supply  the  cotton  growers 
with  bagging.  There  people  are  desirous  of 
procuring,  in  all  of  these  markets,  for  the  pro- 
duce of  their  industry,  a  currency  that  will  be 
good  wherever  they  should  have  occasion  to  use 
it.  I  therefore  stand  by  a  National  Bank  as  the 
means  of  preserving  the  curreney  sound. 

This  House  is  informed  of  the  opinions  of  the 
people  of  Kentucky  in  general,  and  of  my  im- 
mediate constituents  in  particular,  in  relation  to 
the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  by  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  popular  branch  of  the  Legislature 
of  that  State  at  the  last  session,  and  by  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  large  and  highly  respectable  meet- 
ing of  the  people  lately  held  in  the  city  of  Lex 
ington.  Sir,  the  opinions  of  (he  people  of  Ken 
tucky  ought  to  have  some  weight  on  the  subject 
of  currency.  They  have  been  bitterly  taught 
in  the  school  of  adversity.  There  was  a  dark 
day  in  their  history, when  they  saw  one  uniform 
standard  of  value  crushed,and  hundreds  of  stan- 
dards reared  in  its  stead,  no  two  of  which  bore 
the  same  worth.  They  have  witnessed  all  the 
forms  of  ruin  which  a  debased  paper  money  can 
bring.  They  have  watched  all  the  operations 
of  an  unstable  currency  in  its  havoc  among 
all  classes,  and  have  seen  its  last,  heaviest,  and 
most  fatal  blow  fall  upon  the  laboring  man.  Fur 
several  years  past  we  have  relied  exclusively 
on  the  national  currency.  During  this  time  the 
laboring  man  has  been  sure  of  his  wages.  We 
have  received  good  prices,  in  good  money,  for 
all  we  had  to  sell.  Our  industry,  thus  secured, 
had  nearly  healed  the  wounds  which  had  been 
inflicted  by  the  rags  of  local  banks.  Under  this 
system  the  poor,  honest  enterprising  man  had  a 
chance  with  the  rich;  with  his  industry  and  his 
credit  he  was  rapidly  acquiring  property. 

Imagine  the  condition  of  the  general  com- 
merce, if  there  were  in  use  in  every  town,  and 
village,  and  neighborhood  in  the  United  States, 
a  pound  of  a  different  weight,  and  a  yard  of  a 
different  length,  and  these  differing  weights  and 
measures  still  varying  every  day  in  the  year. 
This  is  the  true  picture  of  the  State  banks. 
Their  notes  are  ot  different  values  in  every  sec- 
tion of  the  Union,  and  their  values  daily  vary- 
ing. Money  is  the  pound  and  the  yard  by  which 
the  value  of  every  thing  is  weighed  and  mea- 
sured. 

Sir,  if  you  will  divest  this  controversy  of  all  the 
disguises  and  intrieacies  in  which  it  has  been  in- 
volved, and  bring  it  to  the  test  of  truth  and  ex- 
perience, it  is  a  contest  between  good  and  bad 
money;  between  the  bees  and  drones  of  the  hive; 
between  laborers  and  idlers,  which  shall  have  the 
profits  of  industry;  whether  the  honest  labor  of 
the  country  shall  be  put  up  at  auction  in  the  shops 
of  the  broker;  whether  the  titles  of  prop  rty  shall 
be  secured  by  law,  or  conhded  to   the   thousand 


that  the  following  truths  have  been  made  mani- 
fest: 

1st.  That  the  taking  from  the  States,  and  con- 
ferring upon  Congress,  the  high  and  sovereign 
attribute  of  regulating  the  currency,  was  one  of 
the  most  important  improvements  accomplished 
by  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution. 

2d.  That  the*  States  will  not,  and  Congress 
cannot,  discontinue  the  use  of  the  State  banks. 

3d.  That  the  notes  of  the  State  banks  have 
never,  for  a  single  day,  and  cannot,  in  the  nature 
of  things,  become  a  safe  currency  for  tho  United 
States. 

4th.  That  no  other  means  have  ever  been  dis- 
covered by  which  Congress  could  regulate  and 
control  the  State  banks,  except  by  and  through 
the  agency  of  a  National  bank. 

5th.  Congress  has  succeeded ,  for  near  forty 
years,  by- the  use  of  a  National  bank,  to  maintain 
the  best  currency  in  the  world. 

6th.  That,  in  the  actual  condition  of  the  United 
States,  the  question  is  between  a  currency  to  be 
regulated  by  Congress,  by  means  of  a  National 
Bank,  and  a  currency  to  be  regulated  by  the 
States,  through  the  agency  of  the  State  banks. 

I  will,  therefore,  conclude  what  I  had  to  say 
upon  the  subject  of  the  currency  by  remarking, 
that  Congress  cannot  surrender  its  control  and 
regulation  to  the  States  without  betraying  the 
highest  trust  reposed  in  it  by  the  Constitution; 
without  the  utter  sacrifice  of  the  principle  which 
is  the  guaranty  of  property,  and  the  bond  of  the 
Union. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  that  division  of  the  sub- 
ject which  relates  to  the  fiscal  operations  of  the 
treasury. 

II.  Shall  the  affairs  of  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States  be  administered  through  the  agen- 
cy of  a  National  bank,  or  by  the  agency  of  the 
State  banks? 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  discontinu- 
ed the  National  bank,  as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the 
treasury,  and  has  proceeded  to  engage  a  number 
of  the  State  banks  in  that  service.  This  move- 
ment of  the  administration  presents  a  new  ques- 
tion in  regard  to  the  treasury.  In  the  year  1791, 
on  the  proposition  to  establish  a  National  bank 
as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  treasury,  the  questions 
then  were:  is  such  agency  necessary?  and  has  the 
Government  the  power  to  create  it? 

The  party  opposed  to  the  bank  maintained  the 
negative  of  both  of  these  propositions.  In  1791, 
when  there  were  but  three  banks  in  tha  Union, 
and  in  the  absence  of  all  experience  on  the  sub- 
ject, it  was  contended  that  bank  agency  would 
not  be  necessary  in  the  management  of  the  trea- 
sury; and  that,  in  the  absence  of  such  necessity, 
Congress  had  no  pow  er  to  create  such  an  agent. 
In  1834,  when  there  exist  four  hundred  and  fifty 
banks,  with  a  circulation  of  one  hundred  millions 
of  notes,  and  an  actual  experience  of  forty-three 
years,  it  is  admitted  by  all  parties,  that  bank 
agency  is  indispensably  necessary  to  the  pros- 
perous administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  trea- 
sury.    The  real  practical  question  now  is,  shall 


State  banks  with  which  the  nation  is  likely  soon 'Congress  create  this  'agent;  have  it  under  and 
to  be  filled.  (subject  to  the  laws  of  the  land;  bound  to  collect, 

In  the  observations  which  I  have  made,  I  trust  preserve,  and  disburse  the  public  money  under 
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the  immediate  inspection  and  direction  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people:  or  shall  the  Presi- 
dent create  this  bank  agency  to  manage  the  peo- 
ple's money  as  he  shall  direct,  independently  of 
Congress?  The  question  is  between  a  National 
bank,  established  by  Congress,  and  an  executive 
hank,  formed  by  an  association  of  State  banks, 
selected  for  the  purpose  by  the  treasury.  This 
is  the  actual  question.  This  is  our  actual  condi- 
tion. The  bank  made  by  Congress  hasfoeen 
dismissed,  and  the  banks  selected  by  the  Presi- 
dent are  in  this  service,  and  have  the  people's 
money,  where  Congress  cannot  examine  whether 
it  be  safe  or  unsafe. 

The  distinction  between  the  power  to  create 
and  employ  an  agent  is  too  subtle  for  the  com- 
prehension; and  while  the  President  denies  to 
Congress  the  power  to  do  the  one,  he  performs 
the  other  himself.  The  question  is  no  longer 
whether  the  General  Government  has  the  power; 
but  it  is  whether  this  power  of  creating  a  bank 
agency,  to  administer  the  business  of  the  treasury 
shall  be  exercised  by  Congress  or  the  President. 

In  the  admission  of  the  necessity  of  bank  agen- 
cy, the  constitutional  question  is  waived;  be- 
cause the  power  of  Congress  to  establish  a  Na- 
:ional  Bank  was  always  admitted  to  depend  on 
ts  necessity. 

But  sir,  this  project  of  the  Secretary  toadmin- 
ster  the  affairs  of  his  department  through  the 
State  banks  must  certainly  fail,  because  hs  suc- 
:ess  depends  on  the  consent  of  twenty-four  inde- 
lendent  State  governments;  many  of  them  are 
mown  to  be  so  opposed  to  the  whole  scheme, 
hat  they  never  will  permit  their  banks  to  have 
Mj  concern  in  it. 

But,  sir,  these  new  agents  are  of  their  own 
ccord  abandoning  their  engagements. 

A.s  the  necessity  of  bank  agency  is  now  ad- 
mitted by  every  one,  and  the  constitutional  ques- 
ion,  as  it  has  ever  been  understood,  is  virtually 
iven  up— it  being  reduced  to  a  mere  question  of 
ipedieney — then,  sir,  which  will  administer  the 
flairs  of  the  treasury  best,  the  State  banks  or  a 
National  Bank?     I  will  proceed  to  contrast  them. 

A  Nat'onal  Bank  is  created  by  Congress:  and 
nder  the  control  and  government  of  Congress; 
id,  when  it  has  charge  of  the  public  money,  is 
Mitinually  subject  to  the  examination  of  Con- 
re8s. 

The  State  banks,  not  being  under  the  control 
:•  Congress,  the  representatives  of  the  people 
we  no  power  to  inquire  into  the  safety  of  the 
iblic  money  in  their  keeping.  This  state  of 
e  public  funds  was  admitted  last  week  on  this 
•or,  when  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
Ir.  Adams)  offered  a  resolution  requiring  the 
icretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  the  condition 
the  Slate  banks  in  which  he  had  placed  the 
folic  treasure.  This  resolution  was  opposed 
some  of  the  friends  of  the  administration, 
Ir.  WxTXEand  Mr.  McKinley,]  on  the  ground 
U  this  House  had  no  right  to  examine  into 
isir  affairs. 

Here,  then,  is  our  condition:  the  public  money 
placid  in  banks  where  we  have  good  reason 
'believe  it  unsafe;  in  banks  that  have  seven 
liars  of  notes  in  circulation  for  one  dollar  in 


specie  with  which  to  redeem  them;  in  banks  that, 
in  all  probability,  will  be  compelled  to  suspend 
specie  payments.  Yet  our  hands  are  tied.  We 
have  no  power  to  secure  the  public  treasure,  or 
even  to  examine  its  safety?  Sir,  would  any  man 
in  this  House  trust  his  own  money  in  the  banks 
that  now  have  the  custody  of  the  public  money. 
If  you,  sir,  had  seven  or  eight  millions  of  mo- 
ney in  these  banks,  what  would  you  do?  You 
would  quit  that  chair  this  minute:  you  would  fly 
/rom  this  city  by  the  very  first  stage  to  snatch  it 
from  jeopardy;  you,  sir,  would  hove  a  "panic*'' 
What  will  the  people  say  when  they  are  infor- 
med that  their  money  has  been  drawn  from  the 
place  appointed  by  law  for  its  safe  keeping,  and 
where  all  admit  it  was  perfectly  safe,  and  placed 
in  some  twenty  banks,  which  altogether  have  but 
the  miserable  pittance  of  three  millions  of  spe- 
cie; through  which  banks  thirty  millions  of  the 
public  revenue  will  annually  pass?  And  wheth- 
er it  be  true  or  not,  that  they  have  even  the  small 
amount  of  three  millions  of  specie,  we  cannot 
tell. 

In  judging  which  is  the  best  to  employ,  the 
National  or  State  banks,  let  us  look  at  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  have  heretofore,  discharged  the 
duty  of  agents  to  the  treasury. 

The  National  Bank  being  under  the  laws  of  the 
nation,  and  continually  subject  to  the  examina- 
tion of  Congress,  has  collected,  since  1816,  over 
four  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  and  distributed 
the  same  to  all  points  in  the  Union  where  it  was 
needed  for  payments,  so  faithfully,  that  not  one 
shilling  has  been  lost. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  State  banks,  not  being 
under  the  laws  of  the  nation,  or  subject  to  the  ex- 
amination  of  Congress,  havecheated  and  defraud- 
ed the  country  out  of  fifteen  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  not  one  dollar  of  which  is  there  now  any 
hope  of  recovering.  With  these  facts  staring 
him  in  the  face,  how  could  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  takethe  public  money  from  one  of  these 
agents,  and  give  it  to  the  other?  What  would 
you  say  of  the  prudence  of  him  who  should  take 
his  money  out  of  the  hands  of  an  agent  who  had 
served  him  long  and  faithfully,  and  give  it  to 
another  who  had  formerly  cheated  him  out  of  fif- 
teen hundred  thousand  dollars? 

Although  the  State  banks  which  now  have  the 
public  money  are  not  the  same  banks  that  had  it 
formerly,  yet  who  can  tell  that  the  result  wdl 
not  be  as  bad  or  worse?  The  Girard  Bank,  at 
Philadelphia,  is  threatened  with  vengeance  if  it 
should  refuse  longer  to  receive  the  public  depos- 
ites.  Suppose  it  should  lock  its  vaults  against 
the  Treasury  drafts,  as  the  State  banks  formerly 
did.  What  is  the  remedy?— a  lawsuit  to  enforce 
an  unlawful  contract.  Sir,  when  these  pet  banks, 
or,  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Adams]  called  them  trap  banks,  shall  confederate' 
together  to  suspend  specie  payments,  they  can- 
not be  made  to  disgorge  the  depositee,  not  even 
by  all  the  terrors  of  the  second  section. 

Again:  When  the  United  States  Bank  has 
been  the  treasury  agent,  taxation  has  been  equal, 
because  it  furnished  a  currency  of  like  viilue 
every  where.  When  there  has  been  no  National 
Bank,   taxation  has  been  unequal,   because  the 
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notes  of  the  State  banks  have  been  of  varying 
value,  and  the  man  who  paid  his  taxes  in  Boston, 
with  notes  worth  ten  per  cent,  more  than  notes 
paid  for  the  same  purpose  in  Orleans,  paid  ten 
per  cent,  higher  tax  than  the  man  at  Orleans. 

The  amount  of  revenue,  which  depends  on  the 
extent  of  our  commerce,  has  always  been  abun- 
dant when  commerce  has  been  regulated  by  a 
uniform  medium  of  exchange,  which  has  ever 
been  the  case  when  we  have  had  a  National 
Bank;  therefore,  with  the  agency  of  such  a  bank, 
regulating  commerce  with  a  fixed  standard  of 
value,  we  have  always  had  a  full  treasury.  On 
the  contrary,  when  we  have  had  no  National 
Bank,  and  commerce  was  deranged  by  an  irreg- 
ular State  bank  note  currency,  the  treasury  has 
been  always  empty. 

To  conclude  this  comparison — nnder.the  ad- 
ministration of  the  National  Bank,  the  public 
treasure  has  been  under  the  inspection  of  Con- 
gress; it  has  been  safe;  taxation  has  been  equal; 
the  public  credit  good;  commerce  well  regulated, 
and  the  treasury  abundantly  supplied.  When 
the  affairs  of  the  treasury  have  not  been  conduc- 
ted through  the  agency  of  a  National  Bank,  the 
treasure  has  been  unsafe;  taxation  unequal;  com- 
merce unregulated;  public  credit  prostrate,  and 
the  treasury  empty. 

III.— Ought  the  public  money  to  be  used  as  a 
banking  capital,  for  the  use  of  the  local  banks 
where  it  is  collected;  or  should  it  be  employed 
for  the  use  of  the  whole  people  of  the  United 
States. 

In  regard  to  revenue,  the  attention  of  writers 
and  statesmen  has  been  chiefly  confined  to  its 
collection  and  disbursement;  its  use  in  the  pause 
between  those  periods,  has  not,  heretofore,  as  a 
distinct  subject,  occupied  very  much  of  the  pub- 
lic attention.  But  our  experience  has  demon- 
strated that  this  new  view  of  revenue,  its  em- 
ployment as  a  banking  capital  in  its  rest  between 
the  time  of  its  accumulation  and  payment,  con- 
stitutes not  the  least  important  bearing  of  the 
subject.  Our  revenue  being  collected  by  the 
United  States'  Bank,  remained  there  until  it  was 
needed  to  pay  the  expenses  of  Government. — 
The  average  amount  which  permanently  remain- 
ed in  bank  is  estimated,  I  believe,  at  about  eight 
millions.  These  eight  millions,  then,  of  the 
people's  money  constituted  a  banking  capital  for 
their  use,  which  was  diffused  throughout  the 
whole  Union  for  the  common  good.  Thus  em- 
ployed, it  was  1  he  basis  of  exchange,  discount, 
and  circulation,  to  an  amount  that  gave  life  and 
activity  to  the  commerce  and  labor  of  the  whole 
country. 
But,  sir,  the  Secretary  has  suddenlywithdrawn 
this  immense  capital  from  the  use  of  the  people 
to  whom  it  belonged,  and  has  devoted  it  exclu- 
sively to  the  use  arm"  benefit  of  a  few  local  banks 
in  the  cities,  where  the  collections  are  made. — 
Our  revenue,  being  collected  on  foreign  mer- 
chandise is,  of  course,  received  in  the  seaports, 
and  above  half  of  the  whole  is  received  in  he 
single  city  of  New  York. 

?ir,  contrast  the  former  and  present  plan  — 
During  the  administration  of  the  treasury  by 
the  United  States  Bank,  the  capital  of  the  branch 


of  that  institution,  situated  in  the  city  of  Ne 
York,  was  two  millions  five  hundred  thousan 
dollars — just  one-fourteenth  part  of  the  whol. 
capital — about  a  just  proportion  of  the  public  dc 
posites.  But  now,  when  all  of  the  revenue  co 
lected  in  that  city  is  deposited  in  its  local  bank 
it  has  the  exclusive  use  of  more  than  one-half  < 
the  revenue,  in  place  of  the  former  proportion  < 
a  fourteenth  part.  While  the  public  money  w 
mained  in  the  United  States  Bank,  the  peopl 
received  sixty  thousand  dollars  per  annum  inte 
est  on  the  public  stock;  but  since  the  Secretai 
took  it  away  from  the  people's  bank,  and  divide 
it  among  local  banks, not  a  cent  of  interest  is  paii 

That  an  American  minister  should,  withoi> 
reason  or  necessity,  withdraw  from  the  peopl 
the  use  of  their  own  money,  where  it  was  use 
in  a  way  so  profitable  to  them,  and  place  it  on 
in  doubtful  banks,,  without  interest,  and  wher 
the  principle  is  unsafe,  seems  so  strange  ani 
unaccountable,  that  we  could,  with  difficult;! 
bring  our  minds  to  believe  the  fact,  if  we  wet 
not  hourly  reminded  of  its  truth  by  the  cries  < 
distress  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 

A  prosperous  and  happy  people  reduced  1 
our  present  condition  by  a  cause  so  unexpectec 
so  unnecessary,  so  unreasonable,  so  cruel,  hii 
no  parallel  in  history. 

At  the  commencement  of  this  session,  in  a 
incidental  debate,  when  it  was  not  in  order  1 
go  into  the  whole  subject,  I  briefly  remarked 
that  the  heaviest  part  of  this  unaccountab: 
measure  of  the  administration  would  ultimatel; 
fall  upon  the  Western  country.  Is  it  true  the 
will  feel  it  last,  but  is  it  also  true,  they  will,  i 
the  end,  feel  it  most  deeply.  The  Wester 
people  were  the  last  to  complain ,  and  they  wi 
also  be  the  very  last  to  quit  the  field,  until  th 
edifice  of  the  public  liberty  shall  be  recoi 
structed.  It  is  manifest  how  this  measure  wij 
work  more  injury  in  the  West  than  elsewherti 
In  Kentucky,  for  example,  no  part  of  the  pul 
lie  revenue  is  collected;  of  course  there  nev<v 
will  be  any  deposites  which  can  be  used  as  i 
banking  capital.  I  estimate  the  amount  of  th 
revenue  paid  by  Kentucky  into  the  Feden 
Treasury  at  something  over  twelve  hundrej 
thousand  dollars;  this  money  is  paid  at  thegre? 
seaports,  and,  by  the  new  arrangement,  is  del 
posited  in  the  local  banks  of  those  cities.  Tht 
the  people  of  Kentucky  are  deprived  of  all  pa: 
ticipation  in  the  use  of  their  own  money,  it  b< 
ing  scattered  in  the  city  banks  without  interest 
and  where,  in  all  probability,  a  part  of  the  prii; 
ciple  will  be  lost. 

But,  sir,  there  is  another  view  of  this  subje<; 
to  show   the  unequal   operation  of  this  fatt 
measure  on  the  West.     The  great  expenditure* 
of  public  money  are  all  in  the  Atlantic  State; 
the  navy,  the  fortifications;  the  thousand  pi* 
lie  works  that  are  progressing  on  the  sea-boa 
exhaust,  annually,   millions.    And  among 
strange  events  of  this  strange  and  eventful  pe 
od  in  our  history,  1  hear  this  administration  j 
logized  in  this  House  for  having  crushed  inte 
nal  improvements,  while  the  documents  on  tl 
tat  le  show  that  n  ar  four  millions  of  dolla 
hav"  been  expended  on  works  of  that  charact 
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since  1829.  But,  by  some  strange  construc- 
tion ol  the  Constitution,  which  I  could  never 
comprehend,  Kentucky  has  been  construed  out 
of  all  participation  in  the  expenditures  of  pub- 
lic money.  From  that  State  there  is  a  contin- 
ual drain  of  taxes  and  no  return;  for  this  drain 
alleviation  was  found  in  the  United  States 
Bank.  That  institution  diffused  through  the 
west,  eastern  capital,  and  a  just  proportion  of 
the  public  deposites;  thereby  furnishing  a  plen- 
tiful and  sound  currency,  equal  to  gold  and 
silver,  for  the  general  use.  But  when  these 
aids  shall  be  entirely  withdrawn  from  us,-  when 
the  U.  States  Bank  shall  be  wound  up,  and 
the  public  money  confined  to  the  use  of  the  cities 
on  the  sea-board;  our  State  will  see  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  ruin  that  will  follow  the  de- 
struction of  the  national  currency. 

The  effect  of  this  measure  of  taking  away 
from  the  people  the  use  of  their  own  money,  is 
most  truly  described  by  the  sagacious  agent  of 
the  treasury,  who  selected  the  State  banks  of 
deposile.  He  says,  in  a  letter  to  a  person  in 
fcfew  York,  dated  18th  of  October,  1833:  "You 
mention  that  the  Merchants'  Bank  drew  $60, 
.000  from  the  branch,  (of  the  United  States 
Bank;)  this  will  be  followed  by  other  drafts, 
until  the  United  States'  Bank  will  find  it  diffi- 
cult to  sustain  the  branch  in  your  city.  As 
things  now  are  this  institution  must  keep  means 
there  to  meet  almost  all  its  entire  circulation, 
and  it  will  have  to  become  a  great  collector  of 
specie  from  every  quarter  of  the  Union,  for  the 
ultimate  u.-e  of  your  bank,  and  others  who  may 
want  it  in  New  York." 

Could  any  one  have  believed  that  a  deliber- 
ate settled  plan  could  have  been  formed  by  the 
Treasury  Department,  the  effects  of  which 
were  fully  foreseen,  to  collect  the  specie  from 
all  parts  of  the  Union,  to  exhaust  all  parts  of 
the  country,  for  the  benefit  of 'he  banks  of 
New  York?  The  fatal  effects  of  this  measure 
are  but  too  truly  described  in  his  letter.  All 
|>arts  of  the  Union  are  sinking  under  the  drain- 
ing process.  New  York  is  the  centre  of  the 
great  money  operations  of  the  country;  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  pay  fifteen  millions  of 
revenue,  which  is  collected  in  this  city,  and 
which  is  deposited  in  the  city  banks.  New 
York  will,  under  this  system,  very  soon  furnish 
the  currency  and  exchanges  for  the  whole  Uni- 
on, and  the  whole  Union  will  thus  become 
tributary  to  this  gigantic  emporium  of  com- 
merce. Sir,  there  is  a  deep  stake  in  rear  of  all, 
that  it  is  not  seen,  and  which  Pennsylvania  has 
not  yet  observed,  that  New  York  is  playing  for 
— and  that  is  the  engrossment  of  the  entire 
Western  commerce.  The  great  current  of 
Western  1rade,  invited  through  the  Ohio  and 
New  York  canals  by  the  immense  concentra- 
tion of  capital  in  the  city  of  New  York,  will, 
under  the  present  system,  soon  take  that  direc- 
tion. 

Sir,  will  the  people  of  the  United  States  per- 
manently submit  to  this  system?     I  call  upon 
the  gentlemen  from  the  West  to  say  whether 
the  people  of  that  country  will  submit  to  have 
|  their  money  taken  from  them  for  tne  benefit  of 


the  city  of  New  York?  Ought  they  to  submit 
to  a  plan  that  is  sustained  by  no  principle  of 
justice,  by  no  apology,  that  is  exhausting  their 
country;  breaking  down  the  currency;  destroy- 
ing their  commerce,  and  paralyzing  their  labor, 
and  filling  tha  land  with  rag  money?  For  one, 
sir,  I  .say  boldly  that  the  people  beyond  the 
mountains  ought  not,  and  will  not,  long  submit 
to  this  glaring  outrage,  upon  their  rights. 

Among  the  evidences  of  a  deep  scheme  for 
concentrating  the  resources  of  the  nation  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  a  proposition  has  been  made 
that  a  bank,  with  a  great  capital,  should  be  lo- 
cated in  that  city,  chartered  by  State  authority, 
with  power  to  locate  branches  in  such  of  the 
other  States  as  would  receive  them.  This  in- 
solent proposal  to  subject  the  property  of 
the  citizens  of  one  State  to  the  legislation  and 
banking  operations  of  another,  will  no  doubt 
be  indignantly  rejected  by  every  State  in  the 
Union.  A  State  that  would  submit  to  such  an 
imposition — would  deserve  to  be  driven  out  of 
the  confederacy. 

The  following  tabular  view  will  present  the 
operations  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in 
the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  amount  of 
capital  there  employed  in  the  year  1832- 
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When  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
wound  up,  and  all  this  capital  and  all  the  facili- 
ties shall  be  withdrawn  from  us,  I  call  upon  the 
gentlemen  from  the  West,  vrho  have  rm>i  d  ..Aye- 
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rience  than  myself,  to  tell  me  what  substitute  they 
have  to  offer  the  people?  With  what  do  they 
intend  to  fill  the  great  void  that  will  be  thus 
occasioned?  Where  do- they  expect  to  get  a  sup- 
ply of  capital?  How  do  they  calculate  that  the 
people  of  Kentucky  will  be  able  to  sustain  the 
drain  of  twelve  hundred  thousand  a  year  into 
the  Federal  Treasury,  when  not  a  dollar  is  ever 
returned-  for  expenditure  upon  public  works  ? 

The  following  view  will  show  where  the  pub- 
lic money  is  expended: 

From  the  4th  of  March,  1789,  to  the  3 1st  of 
December,  1832,  there  was  received  in  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States  the  sum  of  $752,000,- 
000.  Of  this  sum,,  not  a  dollar  has  been  ex- 
pended in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  on  any  work 
of  internal  improvement.  In  the  Atlantic  States 
there  has  been  expended,  in  the  naval  establish- 
ment,. {15101,656,137  34 
For  fortifications,  15,000,000  00 
For  light  honses,  3,500,000  00 
For  internal  improvements,  8,000,000  00 
The  concentration  of  capital  in  the  eastern 
cities,  their  position  in  the  commercial  world,  and 
the  expenditure  of  the  vast  revenues  of  the  re- 
public in  the  Atlantic  States,  are  circumstances, 
when  all  combined^  that  do  form  an  attraction 
sufficiently  powerful  to  draw  the  money  from  all 
parts  of  the  Union  to  these  points.  This  strong 
tendency  of  capital  from;  the  west  to  the  east 
was  more  than  neutralized  by  the  effect  and  ope- 
ration of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The 
commercial  position  of  the  western- country  ren- 
ders it  by  far  the  most  advantageous  theatre  for 
the  profitable  employment  of  banking  capital  of 
any  section  of  the  Union. 

It  was,  no  doubt,  in  this  view  of  the  subject 
that  such  a  large  proportion  of  the  capital  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  used  in  the  west. 
The  cities  of  Louisville  and  Cincinnati,  togeth- 
er, having  a  population  of  forty  thousand,  have 
of  the  capital  of  the  bank.  $2,700, 000;.  while  the 
city  of  New  York,  with  a  population  of  over 
two  hundred  thousand,  has  of  the  capital  of  the 
same  bank  but  $2,500,000.  This  is  easily  ex- 
plained. Bank  notes,  thrown  out  in  New  York, 
soon  return  to  the  bank  whence  they  were  issu- 
ed. On  the  contrary,  say  that  a  shipper  of  pro* 
duce  im  Kentucky  to  New  Orleans  were  to  draw 
his  bill  of  exchange  on  Orleans  for  $20,000, 
which  the  Lexington  branch  would  buy  and  pay 
for  in  notes  on  that  branch.  With  these  notes 
the  shipper  would  pay  the  farmers  for  their  pro- 
duce. These  notes  would  pass  into  general  cur- 
rency, and  would  there  be  detained  for  a.  long 
time  in  the  circuits  of  commerce,  before  the  gen- 
eral causes  which  I  have  described  would  throw 
them  upon  the  eastern  cities,  whither  they  would 
finally  g0.  Before  which  time,  the  $20,000  bill 
would  be  paid  into  the  branch  at  New  Orleans; 
a  draft  for  which  from  the  Lexington  branch, 
sold  to  an  eastern  merchant,  who  wished  to  make 
purchases  at  Orleans,  would  take  up  the  notes 
of  the  Lexington  branch,  thus  closing  the  circle 
of  operation. 

This  single  illustration  will  show  how  the 
bank  facilitates  the  internal  ehanges  of  the  pro- 
duce of  labor. 


But,  perhaps,  another  view  will  show 
more  conclusively  how  the  bank  can  sustain  a 
greater  circulation  in  the  west  than  in  the  east. 
As  1  have  explained  the  tendency  of  money 
from  all  parts  of  the  Union  is  to  the  eastern 
capitals,  then,  when  a  bank  in  an  eastern  city- 
throws  notes  into  circulation,  the  tendency  of 
commerce  is  to  throw  back  the  notes  at  once. — • 
But  when  a  western  branch  issues  notes,  the 
tendency  of  commerce  is  to  carry  the  notes  away 
from  the  bank  from  which  they  are  issued,  and 
continue  to  recede  through  all  the  winding  of 
trade,  until  they  reach  their  destiny  in  the  com- 
mercial emporiums. 

Thus  we  see,  in  1832,  the  banks  between 
Pittsburg  and  Orleans,  in  bills  and  discounts, 
employed  the  enormous  sum  of  $29,400,000. — 
Every  one  knows  how  the  west  has  grown  and 
prospered  since  the  people  enjoyed  these  facili- 
ties. 

I  remember  with  pain  the  gloomy  period  prior 
to  its  existence,  and  am  rilled  with  apprehensions 
not  less  gloomy  as  to  what  will  come  upon  us 
when  the  people  shall  be  forced,  in  the  short 
space  of  two  years,  te  pay  the  bank,  and  have  all 
of  its  aid  taken  from  them. 

Sir,  when  the  western  people  recollect  that 
their  misfortunes  have  been  brought  on  (hem  in 
part  by  the  arbitrary  and  unjust  withdrawal 
from  them  of  their  own  money,  for  the  purpose  of 
sus'aining  local  banks  in  the  cities  in  which  they 
have  no  interest  or  concern,  they  will  wage 
against  this  oppression  an  opposition  that  will' 
never  cease  but  with  the  redress  of  the  outrage 
upon  their  violated  rights. 

Having  considered  this  subject  in  relation,  1. 
to  the  currency;  2.  to  the  Treasury;  and  3.  to- 
the  equal  diffusion  of  the  banking  capital  of  the 
United  States,  I  will  conclude  my  remarks  after 
a  very  brief  examination  of  the  political  aspect  of 
the  question. 

Does  the  custody  and  control  of  the  public 
treasure  belong  to  the  Exscutive  or  Legislative 
Department  of  this  Government?  I  understand* 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  report  be- 
fore us,  to  maintain  that  his  department  is  an 
executive  department;  that  he  is  bound  to  dis- 
pose of  the  public  money  in  obedience  to  the 
President's  command;  that  Congress  had  parted 
with  all  right  over  the  deposites;  that  it  is  his 
duty  to  place  the  deposites  in  whosesoever  hands 
or  in  whatsoever  banks  the  President  shall  di- 
rect. I  understand  the  Secretary  to  say,  in  the 
report  before  us,  that  in  pursuance  of  these 
principles,  he  has  taken  the  public  money  and 
placed  it  in  places  where  his  friends  in  this  House 
admit  that  the  people's  representatives  have  no 
power  or  right  to  examine  or  inquire  whether  it 
be  safe  or  unsafe. 

I  had  supposed,  if  there  was  any  principle  in 
our  system  uncontested,  it  was  the  principle  that 
the  people  had  the  right  to  control  their  own 
money,  through  the  agency  of  their  immediate 
representa'ives.  It  is  a  principle  secured  with 
the  utmost  care  in  every  one  of  the  constitutions 
of  the  American  States.  The  sages  who  formed 
the  Federal  Constitution  secured  this  fundamen- 
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tal  principle  of  liberty  to  the  people  in  the  fol 
lowing  plain  language: 

"All  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  originate  in 
the  House  of  Representatives."  *     *     *     * 

'*  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  col- 
lect taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay 
till  the  debts,"  &c.  *  *  *  *  "No 
money  shall  be  diawn  from  the  treasury  but  in 
consequence  of  appropriations  made  by  law;  and 
a  regular  statement  and  account  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  all  public  money  shall  be 
published  from  time  to  time."  *         *         * 

"To  raise  and  support  armies;  but  no  appropri- 
ation of  money  to  that  use  shall  be  for  a  longer 
term  than  two  years." 

I  The  power  to  originate  money  bills  was  not 
fiven  given  to  the  Senate,  so  determined  were 
Jpe  people  to  keep  this  great  power  in  the  hands 
of  their  immediate  representatives;  and,  for  the 
support  of  armies,  even  this  House  has  no  pow- 
erto  make  appropriations  for  a  longer  term  than 
|  two  years . 

The  President  has  no  more  power  than  the 
very  humblest  individual  in  the  nation  to  draw 
one  dollar  from  the  treasury,  until  a  bill,  which 
must  have  orignated  in  this  House  has  passed 
into  a  law,  giving  him  permission  to  do  so  by  a 
special  appropriation. 

In  the  face  of  these  plain  constitutional  pio- 
Tisions,  the  public  treasury  has  been  transferred 
to  the  guardianship  of  the  executive  depart- 
ment. 

The  vital  principle  in  every  scheme  of  free 
Government,  is  the  retention  by  the  people  of 
the  money  power. 

To  this  power  Englishmen  owe  all  the  liber- 
i  ty   they  enjoy.     The   Commons  of  England, 
!  with  this  power  in  their  hands,  maintain  their 
i  ascendancy  in  the  Government,  and  control  the 
monarch    by  withholding  his  supplies.     Even 
the  war  power  in  the  hands  of  the  King  is  per- 
fectly impotent  while  the  money  power  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  Commons. 

On  a  late  occasion,  when  the  English  nation 
had  determined  on  the  great  reform  in  Parlia- 
ment, the  King  faltered.  The  Commons 
brought  him  to  terms,  and  compelled  his  Majes- 
ty to  bow  obedience  to  the  majesty  of  public 
opinion,  by  only  a  threat  that  they  would  wield 
upon  him  the  money  power,  by  withholding 
I  Uipplies.  It  is  impossible  to  enslave  a  people 
I  With  the  money  power  in  their  hands;  and  it  is 


equally  impossible  for  them  to   maintain  their 
liberty  without  it. 

In  the  history  of  all  usurpations,  the  control 
of  the  purse  is  the  first  great  point  that  has 
been  ever  aimed  at. 

In  tracing  the  rise  and  fall  of  republics,  we 
behold,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  their 
career,  a  constant  accumulation  of  power  in  the 
hands  of  their  rulers.  This  process  has  in  all 
countries  enslaved  the  mass  of  mankind.  But, 
sir,  this  tendency  of  encroachment  upon  the 
liberties  of  the  people^  this  watchful  principle 
by  which  authority  is  amassed  and  concentra- 
ted, appertains  to  the  Executive  power  in  Go- 
vernment; the  power  that  wields  the  sword, 
that  commands  the  armies  and  navies  of  nations, 
has  ever  been  the  grave  in  which  the  general 
liberty  of  mankind  has  been  buried.  These 
tiuths  are  so  well  known  to  every  reader,  that 
it  is  unnecessary  to  take  up  time  in  referring  to 
particular  instances.  The  tyranny -of  Manus, 
the  dictatorship  of  Sylla,  the  usurpations  of 
Caesar,  the  overthrow  of  the  power  of  the  peo= 
pie  in  England  by  Cromwell,  the  subversion  of 
the  French  republic  by  Bonaparte,  are  stories 
w'th  which  scho>'b>ys  are  familiar.  It  was 
this  great  lesson  of  the  dangerous  tendencies  of 
Executive  power,  taught  mankind  by  the  con- 
curring testimonies  of  all  nations,  that  induced 
many  sages  and  patriots  in  America  to  oppose 
the  adoption  of  the  federal  Constitution,  be- 
cause of  the  vast  amount  of  power  conferred 
upon  the  Executive. 

I  will  read  a  passage  from  page  420  of  the 
Federalist. 

The  writer,  in  describing  the  character  of 
the  publications  which  had  appeared  against 
the  Executive  po^er,  says,  "He  (the  Presi- 
dent)  has  been  decorated  with  attributes  supe- 
rior in  dignity  and  splendor  to  those  of  a  King 
of  Great  Britain.  He  has  been  shown  to  us 
with  the  diadem  sparkling  on  his  brow,  and  the 
imperial  purple  flowing  in  his  train.  He  has 
been  sea'ed  on  a  throne,  surrounded  by  min- 
ions, giving  audience  to  the  envoys  ot  foreign 
potentates  in  all  the  supercilious  pomp  of  ma- 
jesty." 

This  outline,, sketched  at  the  time  by  the 
fancy  of  the  writer,  it  is  to  be  feared  will  be 
filled  up  by  reality  before  many  years* 

The  first  orator  and  statesman  in  the  YirgU 
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ma  Onvi  iriori,  in  his  celebrated  speech  against 
the  extent  of  the  Executive  power,  says — 

"Ifyour  American  chief  be  a  man  of  ambition 
and  abilities,  how  easy  is  it  for  him  to  render 
himself  absolute!  The  army  is  in  his  hands, 
and  if  he  be  a  man  of  address,  it  will  be  attach- 
ed to  him;  and  it  will  be  the  subject  of  lorg  me- 
ditatiori  with  hint  to  seize  the  first  auspicious 
moment  to  accomplish  his  design." 

We  ure  warr  eJ  by  all  history,  we  are  admon- 
ished by  the  voice  of  our  departed  sages  and 
patriot*,  to  beware  of  the  encroachment*  ij 
Executive  power.  We  are  taught  to  believe 
that  there  is  concealed  in  this  power  the  g.-rm 
of  monarchy;  a  germ  that  will  soon  grow  to 
such  a  size  that  the  public  liberty  will  be 
crushed  under  its  herculean  strength.  The 
first  f«tal  error  that  crept  into  our  system  of 
Government,  Was  the  power  conferred  in  1789 
upon  the  President,  to  remove  public  officers  ; 
a  power  given  to  the  popularly  of  President 
Washington,  and  which  he  never  abused;  a 
power  that  remained  harmless  in  the  statute 
bock  forty  years.  This  power  has  been  called 
up  from  its  long  slumber  ;  it  has  displayed  its 
character.  The  attention  of  this  nation  is  now 
awakened  to  observe  the  origin,  progress,  and 
the  present  effects  of  this  power.  It  is  by  the 
power  of  removal,  that  the  powers  of  the  sword 
and  money  have  been  united. 

I  will  here  take  leave  to  read  some  extracts 
from  the  speeches  in  the  Congress  of  1789 
when  the  bill  was  under  discussion  to  confer 
this  tremendous  power  of  removal  upon  the 
President.  As  this  whole  subject  is  now 
brought  before  the  public,  and  as  other  gentle- 
men have  read  such  parts  of  the  debutes  of 
1789  as  suited  their  views,  1  will  refer  to  such 
parts  as  suit  mine. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  said  :  "I  ima- 
gine, sir,  we  are  declaring  a  power  in  the  Presi- 
dent which  may  hereafter  be  greatly  abused,  for 
we  are  not  always  to  expect  a  Chief  Magistrate 
in  whom  such  entire  confidence  can  be  placed  as 
in  the  present.  Perhaps  gentlemen  are  so  daz- 
zled with  the  splendor  of  the  virtues  of  the  pre- 
sent President,  as  not  to  be  able  to  see  into  futu- 
rity. The  fiamers  of  the  Constitution  did  not 
confine  their  views  to  the  first  person  who  was 
looked  up  to  fill  the  Presidential  chair  ;  if  they 
had,  they  might  have  omitted  those  checks  and 
guards  with  which  the  powers  of  the  Executive 
are  surrounded  ;  they  knew,  from  the  course  of 
human  events,  that  they  could  not  expect  to  be 
so  highly  favored  of  heaven,  as  to  have  the 
blessings  of  his  administration  more  than 
seven  or  fourteen  years,  after  which  they  suppos- 
ed a  man  might  gel  into  power,  who,  it  was 
possible,  might  misbehave.  We  ought  to  fol- 
low their  example,  and  contemplate  this  power 
in  the  hands  of  an  ambitious  man,  who  might  ap- 
ply it  to  dangerous  purposes.  If  we  give  this 
power  [of  removal]  to  the  President,  he  may, 
from  caprice,  remove  the  most  worthy  men  from 
office ;  his  will  and  pleasure  will  be  the  slight 
tenure  by  which  an  office  is  to  be  held  ;  and^of 
consequence,  you  render  the  officer  the  mere 
State  dependant,  the  abject  slave  of  a  person 


who  may  be  disposed  to  abuse  the  confidence  1 
fellow-citizens  may  have  placed  in  him." 

Mr.  Smith  said,  "cannot  he  [the  Fresiderj 
dragoon  your  officers  into  a  compliance  wii 
his  desjgns,  by  threaten'-ng  them  with  a  remov 
by  which  his  reputation  and  property  would  5 
destroyed?  If  the  officer  was  established  orl 
better  tenure,  he  would  dare  to  be  honest: 
would  know  himself  invulnerable  in  his  inter 
ty,  and  defy  the  shafts  of  malevolence; 
would  be  a  harrier  to  your  executive  officii 
and  save  the  State  from  ruin." 

Mr.  L  vermore  said,  "when  an  important ai 
confiden  ial  trust  is  reposed  in  a  man,  it  is  wotj 
than  dea'h  to  him  to  be  displaced  without  causi 
his  reputation  depends  upon  the  single  will  l| 
the  President,  who  may  ruin  him  on  bare  susji 
cion;  nay,  a  new  President  may  turn  him  out  ( 
mere  caprice,  or  in  order  to  make  ro  m  fori 
favorite.  *  *  *  *  *  Every  per* 
ought  to  have  a  hearing  before  he  is  punished 

Mr.  .lackson  said,  '  'it  has  been  maintain! 
that  in  all  Governments  the  Executive  Mag 
trate  had  the  power  of  dismissing  officers  undi 
him.  This  may  hold  good  in  Europe,  whej 
monarch*  c'aim  their  powers  jure  divino,  but: 
never  can  be  admited  in  America  under  a  cc 
stitution  delegating  only  enumerated  power-'] 

*'  It  has  been  observed,  that  the  Preside! 
ought  to  have  this  power  to  remove  a  m. 
when  he  becomes  obnoxious  to  the  people, 
disagreeable  to  himself.  Are  we  then  to  ha 
all  the  officers  the  mere  creatures  of  the  Pre' 
dent?  *  *  *  *  Let  it  be  remembered  tt| 
the  Constitution  gives  the  President  the  co 
mandofthe  military.  If  you  give  him  cor 
plete  power  over  the  man  with  the  stror  g  be 
he  will  have  the  liberty  of  America  und«-r  H 
thumb.  It  is  easy  to  see  the  evil  which  m 
result.  If  he  wants  to  establish  an  arbitral 
authority,  and  finds  the  Secretary  of  Finan 
not  inclined  to  second  hi*  endtavors,  he  It 
nothing  more  to  do  than  to  remove  him,  it! 
get  one  appointed  of  principles  more  congenl 
with  hi}  own.  Then,  says  he,  I  have  got  tl 
army;  let  me  have  but  the  money,  an  J  I  w 
establish  my  throne  up  m  the  ruins  of  your  ( 
sion-ry  republic.  Let  no  gentleman  say  I  si 
c  ntemphting  imaginary  dangers.  •  * 
Behold  the  baleful  influence  of  the  royal  p\\ 
rogative;  all  officers  until  lately  held  th<( 
commissions  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Crowl 
with  the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  (Washing 
ton, )  every  power  may  be  safely  lodged 
*  *  *  Rut  alas,  he  cannot  always  be  wil 
us!  ♦  ♦  *  Ard  can  we  know  the  virtues  I 
vices  of  his  successors  in  a  few  years?  '  *  ' 
For  my  part,  I  think  this  power  too  great  I 
be  safely  trusted  in  the  hands  of  a  single  mal 
especially  in  the  hands  of  a  man  that  has  i 
much  constitutional  power.  ♦  ♦  *  I  canni 
agree  to  extend  power,  because  I  conceive  1 
may,  at  some  future  period,  be  exercised 
such  a  way  as  to  subvert  the  liberties  of  n> 
country." 

Mr.  Page  said,  "I  venture  to  assert  that  til 
clause  of  the  bill  [power  of  removal]  contains 
it  the  seeds  of  royal  prerogative." 
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Mr.  Sherman  said,  "they  knew  that  the  Crown 
jf  Great  Britain,  by  having  that  prerogative,  [the 
>ower  of  appointment  and  removal  of  officers] 
las  been  enabled  to  6wallow  up  the  whole  admin- 
stration." 

Mr  Livermore  said,  *  *  "So  in  the  case  of 
appointing  officers ;  if  it  can  be  truly  said  that 
hese  heads  of  departments  are  the  servants  of  the 
President  alone,  we  shall  make  the  Executive 
department  a  dangerous  one  " 

I  Mr.  Gerry  said,  "If  he  [the  President]  has  such 
lower,  [of  removal]  it  can  only  be  made  useful  to 
jimself  by  being  the  means  of  procuring  him  a 
©•election,  but  can  never  be  useful  to  the  people, 
>y  inducing  him  to  appoint  good  officers,  or  re 
nove  bad  ones.  It  appears  to  me  that  such  un- 
lounded  power  violates  thepiinciples  of  the  Con- 
ititution  ;  and  the  officers,  instead  of  being  the 
nachinery  of  the  Government,moving  in  regular 
►rder  prescribed  by  the  Legislature,  will  be  the 
liere  puppets  of  the  President,  to  be  employed  or 
brown  aside  as  useless  lumber,  according  to  his 
Prevailing  fancy.  If  gentlemen  will  take  this  step 
hey  must  take  another,  *  *  *  They  must 
lect  the  President  for  life,  or  make  his  office  he- 
editary." 

This  power,  that  is  cankering  all  of  our  insti- 
utions,  obtained  its  sanction  in  1789,  by  the  cast 
tig  vote  of  the  Vice  President. 
,  Experience  has  brought  to  us,  in  bitterness, 
he  truth  of  all  the  gloomy  forebodings  and  anti- 
ipations  of  the  patriots  of '89,  who  opposed  this 
ower.  The  power  of  removal,  for  opinion's 
ake,  at  once  saps  the  foundation  of  republican 
government,  and  introduces  the  spirit  of  mon- 
archy. 

I  In  republics,  the  public  offices  are  created  for 
»e  benefit  of  the  people ;  and  the  character  and 
ifety  of  the  officer  depends  on  the  faithful  dis- 
(large  of  his  da;y  to  his  country.  In  despot- 
ims,  the  offices  are  for  the  benefit  of  the  despot; 
|nd  the  safety  of  the  officer  depends  on  his  de- 
ption  to  his  master.  This  power  of  removal, 
Uinguishes  the  love  of  country,  and  unites  the 
»rty  on  tho  narrow  principle  of  selfishness.  In 
(jch  a  state  of  things,  how  is  the  officer  to  hold 
t  his  office,  to  his  salary,  to  the  means  by  which 
s  lives?  Not  by  serving  boldly,  and  honestly, 
id  independently,  his  country,  but  by  bowing 
[>wn  in  servile  submission,  at  the  footstool  of 
>wer.  Thus  evesy  officer  is  detached  from  the 
iople,  and  bound  to  the  dictation,  and  will,  and 
irtunes  of  him,  who  can  punish  disobedience 
ith  proscription.  At  the  very  entrance  upon 
fice,  the  officer  has  to  lay  down  his  freedom  at 
le  feet  of  his  master,  and  agree  that  he  will  not 
link  nor  have  any  opinion  of  his  own.  Under 
|  is  power,  the  officers  of  the  land  become  a  stand- 
g  army  of  partisans,  with  interests  distinct  from 
ie  great  body  of  the  people  ;  an  army  under 
e  command  of  one  chief,  whose  word  is  law, 
om  whose  decisions  there  is  no  appeal. 

There  is  not  even  the  intervention  of  a  court- 
lartial.     The  sentence  is  pronounced,  and  the 
ctim  sacriric  -d  ;  and  no  one  dare  inquire  into 
\e  cause  of  his  overthrow. 
i  The  public  money  of  the  nation,  is  openly  de- 


clared to  be  the  spoil  that  shall  reward  the  ser- 
vices and  victories  of  this  army. 

This  power  of  removal,  in  its  origin,  was  not 
intended  to  go  turther  than  to  the  removal  of  the 
officers,  for  whose  conduct  the  President  is  im- 
mediately responsible.  But,  of  late,  the  broad 
ground  is  taken,  that  he  can  comu<and  and  re- 
move those  for  whose  conduct  he  is  not  responsi- 
ble. 

The  power  thus  widened,  places  all  the  pow- 
ers of  Government  in  the  hands  of  the  Execu- 
tive. It  puts  under  his  control,  the  Executive 
officers  in  the  legislative  and  judicial  depart- 
ments. Take  the  case  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury — an  officer  of  Congress  appointed  to 
act  under  the  laws  of  Congress,  bound  to  report 
to  Congress,  and  responsible  to  Congress;  charg- 
ed under  Congress  with  the  duty  of  administer- 
ing the  finances  of  the  country,  and  for  whose 
conduct  the  President  was  never  held  responsi- 
ble. 

The  President  assumes  the  right  to  control  the 
public  money,  claims  it  as  a  part  of  his  executive 
duty,  and  commands  the  Secretary  to  obey  him. 
But  Mr.  Secretary  Duane  says,  no.  You  have 
no  such  power  by  the  law  and  Constitution.  The 
public  treasure  is  under  the  government  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  and  I,  as  a  faithful 
officer,  cannot  violate  my  oath  and  betray  my 
trust.  My  duty  is  due  to  the  country,  and  not 
to  the  President;  I  am  responsible  to  Congress, 
and  not  to  the  Executive. 

For  this  manly  and  faithful  discharge  of  duty 
'his  patriot  was  sacrificed — was  not  only  hurled 
from  office,  but  denounced  as  a  refractory  sub- 
ordinate— as  a  corrupt  and  bribed  man. 

And  thus  this  mighty  despotic  power  of  re- 
moval has  enabled  the  Executive,  by  one  step, 
to  add  to  his  other  collussal  powers  the  power 
of  money.  The  whole  revenues  of  the  country 
are  added  to  the  spoil  to  stimuhve  the  army  of 
officers  to  achieve  new  victories.  We  need  not 
deceive  ourselves.  This  despotic  power  and 
liberty  cannot  live  together.  In  the  course  of 
a  few  ages  this  power  would  convert  this  repub- 
lic into  an  empire,  your  President  into  an  Em- 
peror, and  the  people  into  slaves. 

I  do  not  accuse  the  President  of  any  design  to 
subvert  the  Government.  I  agree  that  h:s  ad- 
vanced age  and  eminent  public  services  day 
stand  as  a  guaranty  for  the  purity  of  his  mo  ives. 
But  I  suppose,  like  all  other  men,  he  isliabieto 
error;  and  while  I  speak  of  him  personally  with 
all  due  respect,  I  must  be  allowed  to  speak 
freely  of  his  measure*,  which,  I  solemnly  be- 
lieve, if  not  checked,  will  overthrow  the  liberty 
of  this  country. 

In  theory,  every  body  is  for  principles,  and 
none  for  men,  but  unfortunately  for  human  lib- 
erty, over  the  face  of  the  whole  earth ,  the  most 
important  questions  are  too  often  settled  in  re- 
ference to  the  men  who  happen  to  be  in  power 
at  the  time.  In  the  formation  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  the  history  of  the  time  proves  that 
the  amount  of  power  conferred  on  the  Execu- 
tive proceeded,  in  a  considerable  degree,  from 
the  confidence  reposed  in  General  Washington, 
who  was  looked  to  by  all  as  the  first  President 
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The  disposition  in  mankind  to  confer  power 
on  popular  rulers  accounts  for  the  short  duration 
of  republics.  We  have  now  a  popular  Presi- 
dent, in  whom  his  friends  have  so  much  confi- 
dence, that  they  feel  very  sure  that  he  would 
not  abuse  imperial  power.  Suppose  in  this  they 
are  not  mistaken;  yet  it  should  be  remembered 
that  the  power  we  confer  upon  the  present  Chief 
Magistrate  will  be  claimed  by  .all  who  shall  come 
after  him.  Examples  become  as  much  the  ba- 
sis of  future  administrations  as  the  Constitution 
itself 

But  a  few  years  more,  and  General  Jackson, 
and.  all  of  us  that  are  now  engaged  in  public  af- 
fairs, will  have  passed  away  forever.  We  should, 
therefore,  not  permit  any  personal  or  party  con- 
siderations to  control  us,  but  have  a  single  eye 
to  the  effect  of  our  doings  upon  the  liberties  of 
our  children. 

Sir,  pause  and  contemplate  the  powers  now- 
assumed  by  the  Executive,  exercised  by  a  young, 
enterprising  and  ambitious  President. 

Dispensing  the  patronage  of  a  Government 
that  has,  in  its  infancy,  a  revenue  of  thirty  mill- 
ions of  dollars — a  standing  army  of  fifty  thou- 
sand officers,  holding  their  places  at  his  will — be- 
ing at  the  head  of  the  army  and  navy — and,  above 
all,  holding  in  his  hand  the  great  mechanical 
power  in  politics — the  power  of  money.  Under 
such  a  President,  in  times  of  peace,  his  favorites 
would  have  your  money;  and,  in  times  of  war, 
the  places  of  deposito  would  be  the  pockets  of 
his  generals  of  divisions,  marshals  of  the  empire, 
and  admirals  of  His  Majesty's  navy. 

The  absolute  command  of  the  officers,  the  mo- 
ney, and  the  sword  of  this  nation,  will  enable  the 
American  Presidents  to  appoint  their  successors, 
until  some  bold  and  daring  spirit  shall  make  the 
office  hereditary. 

As  we  advance  in  the  direction  of  royal  pow- 
er, we  of  course  recede  from  republicanism. — 
Thus  it  has  ever  been.  The  first  evidences  of 
the  decline  of  Roman  liberty  were  displayed  in 
efforts  to  degrade  the  Senate,  and  disrobe  it  of  its 
just  powers. 

There  is,  in  the  aspect  of  the  times,  an  evident 
tendency  to  bring  down  the  legislative  power  in 
this  country.  The  vote  of  the  last  Congress  was 
disregarded,  upon  the  allegation  that  the  action 
of  that  body  had  been  controlled  by  bribery. 
The  action  of  the  present  session  of  Congress 
was  anticipated  and  prevented,  upon  the  appre* 
hension  that  the  same  corrupt  means  would  con- 
trol its  deliberations. 

The  American  Senate  is  denounced  as  a  revo- 
lutionary committee.  The  people  are  appealed 
to,  to  change  the  constitution  of  the  Senate,  by 
making  its  members  represent,  not  the  States, 
but  the  people,  aacording  to  numbers;  and  thus 
sweep  from  our  system  its  federative  character, 
and  melt  the  whole  down  into  a  great  consolida- 
ted empire. 

We  have  heard  it  proclaimed  over  and  over 
again  in  both  Houses,  that  the  panic  in  the  coun- 
try has  been  produced  by  the  speeches  of  the 
members.  What  a  statement  to  go  forth  from 
these  Halls  to  the  world!  That  the  people  of 
the  United  States  are  so  ignorant  as  to  be  put  in 


to  a  panic  by  the  speeches  of  statesmen !  This 
is  a  fine  commentary  on  representative  govern 
ment  to  go  to  Europe!  The  people  of  the  Unt 
ted  States  thrown  into  consternation  by  free  dis- 
cussion  in  the  temples  of  liberty. 

Now,  sir,  if  this  is  true;  if  the  people  cannot 
hear  the  freedom  of  debate  of  their  representees 
in  the  open   forum,  then  let  the  train-bands  of 
Cromwell  and  Bonaparte  come  and  clear  these 
Halls  of  the  public  nuisance,  and  let  the  people 
repose  in  the  calm  security  of  despotism.     If  the 
people  are  capable  of  self-government,   it  muatiji 
be  through  the  agency  of  representation,  for  theyl 
cannot  assemble  to  legislate  for  themselves.  The<| 
principle  of  representation   has  ever  been  con-  I 
sidered  the  principle  upon  which  depended  the  I 
fate  of  American  liberty — the  principle  of  th*'< 
revolution;  the  principle  above  all  others  to be> 
revered.     While   we  are  taught  by  all  history, 
and  admonished  by  all  of  our  sages,  to  repose 
our  hopes  on  the  legislative  power,  as  the  guar- 
anty of  liberty,  we  are  warned  to  beware  of  the< 
Executive  power,  as  containing  the  germ  of  des-* 
potism.     Sir,  if  the  freedom  of  debate  is  work- 
ing so  much  mischief,  and  ought  to  be  prevented, 
why  not  takeanother  step,  and  assail  the  liberty 
of  the  press? 

But,  sir,  there  is  one  point  of  view  in  which 
this  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will 
undoubtedly  be  of  great  service  to  this  people. 
It  will  greatly  subserve  the  cause  of  free  go- 
vernment. It  is  one  of  the  attributes  of  power, 
in  every  step  of  its  progress,  to  enlarge  the 
boundaries  of  its  authority;  but  it  usually  ad- 
vances  so  slowly,  and  with  so  much  caution,  that 
its  approaches  are  not  perceived  by  the  people. 
But  the  present  Secretary,  dropping  all  disguise, 
marches  at  once  over  every  constitutional  bar- 
rier, and  boldly  places  the  purse  of  the  nation 
in  the  hand  that  holds  the  sword.  Sir,  the  doc- 
trines proclaimed  in  this  most  extraordinary  pa-' 
per  are  so  new,  so  startling,  so  utterly  inconsis- 
tent witli  constitutional  liberty,  so  revolting  to 
the  genius  of  American  institutions,  that  they 
will  rouse  up  and  awaken  the  people  to  a  re-ex- 
amination of  first  principles.  The  Government 
will  be  brought  back;  placed  in  the  constitution- 1 
al  limits,  and  fortified  at  the  same  time  against 
such  future  encroachments.  This  signal,  undis- 
guised effort  to  transfer  the  legislative  power  of, 
this  Government  to  the  Executive  Department i 
will  form  an  era  in  our  history  ;  and  it  will  be 
the  time  from  which  the  rival  of  correct  princi- 
ples will  be  dated. 

The  final  decision  of  this  controversy  by  this 
nation  will  be,  first,  that  the  currency  shall  be 
regulated  by  Congress,  and  not  by  the  States  or 
State  banks  ;  second,  that  the  State  banks  shall 
not  be  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  treasury  ;  third,  I 
that  the  public  treasure  shall  be  used  as  a  bank-  : 
ing  capital,  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  Union, 
and  not  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  cities  in 
which  it  is  collected  ;  and  fourth,  that  the  pub- 
lic treasure  shall  be  placed  under  the  control  of 
Congress. 

It  is  in  vain  to  disguise  the  fact  that  the  Jack- 
son party  disapprove  of  the  acts  of  the  admin- 
istration upon  which  I  have   been  commenting. 
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The  opposition  which  commenced  in  the  cabinet, 
pervades  the  party  in  every  section  of  the  Union. 
Who  can  behold  what  is  daily  passing  around 
us  ;  who,  that  looks  upon  the  face  of  man,  and 
notices  the  public  press,  and  hears  discourse  in 
all  circles,  and  sees  persons  from  all  sections  of 
the  country,  can  doubt  the  fact  ?  If  there  should 
be  a  hesitatine-,  reluctant  vote  of  approval,  on 
the  part  of  this  House,  as  I  presume  there  will 
be,  the  people  will,  notwithstanding,  soon  start 
from  the  slnmber  of  confidence — a  confidence 
flowing  from  the  amiable  part  of  their  nature,  re- 
posed in  a  favorite  chief  for  eminent  services. 
If  they  pause  for  a  moment,  it  is  in  the  spirit  o( 
forbearance  for  what  they  believe  the  honest  er- 
rors of  venerated  age.  When  these  motives  of 
forbearance  shall  cease,  the  people  will  come  in 
all  their  power  to  the   "  rescue   of  the  constitu- 


subject,  and  Mr.  McK.  said,  this  came  directly 
from  home ;  Bradford  was  the  county  of  his  resi- 
dence, and  a  strong  Jackson  county.  It  was 
without  distinction  of  party.  Mr.  McK.  knew 
the  fact  from  the  names  of  the  signers,  as  well 
as  from  the  accompanying  letter.  This  letter 
was  from  two  gentlemen,  one  of  whom  was  an 
active  supporter  of  the  administration,  and  the 
other  an  opponent.  It  said  that,  in  signing  the 
memorial,  the  signers  were  actuated  by  no  par- 
ty or  political  motives;  the  question  was  one  too 
deeply  affecting  the  welfare  of  all  classes  of  the 
community;  and  it  expressed  the  hope  th*t  eve- 
ry man  would  discountenance  the  connexion  of 
this  question  with  the  politics  of  the  country. 
M*.  McK.  moved  that  the  memorials  be  read, 
referred,  and  printed- 

Mr.  PRESTON,  after  one  of  the  memorials 
tion."  The  condition  into  which  our  country  :  had  been  partly  re:td,  asked  that  the  further 
has  been  so  suddenly  thrown,  disastrous  as  it  is,  j  reading  might  be  dispensed  with. 


presents  this  consoling  aspect  to  the  patriot. 
Though  the  heavens  are  now  overspread  with  a 
tempest,  the  violence  of  which  is  sweeping 
mountain  and  plain,  yet  this  very  violence  is  om- 
inous of  good  ;  it  is  a  sign  that  the  storm  will 
soon  pass  away  and  leave  the  air  purified.  Al- 
ready can  we  see  tokens  of  fair  weather  through 
the  parting  clouds. 


SENATE. 
Thorsday,  May  1,1834. 

A  message,  on  Executive  business,  was  re- 
ceived from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  Mr.  Doneldson,  his  Secretary. 

Mr.  McKE  AN  rose  wnd  said,  that  he  had  been 
requested  to  present  to  the  Senate,  a  memorial 
from  260  citizens  of  the  town  and  borough  of 
Milton  and  vincinity,  in  the  county  of  North- 
umberland, a  middle  county  of  Pennsylvania, 
on  the  subject  of  the  present  pecuniary  dis- 
tress.    It  was  couched  in  respec  ful  language, 


Mr.  CLAY  hoped  not;  they  came  from  a 
quarter  from  which  he  was  particularly  den. 
rous  to  hear.     The  reading  then  proceeded. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  observed,  that  Northumber- 
land was  in  Centre  county,  and  the  other  two 
places  were  on  the  New  York  line.  It  was  im- 
portant to  ascertain  whether  the  memorials 
spoke  the  real  sentiments  of  the  people,  oron« 
ly  the  sentiments  of  party' feeling.  His  honora- 
ble colleague  presented  the  other  day,  a  memo- 
rial, by  which  it  seemed  that  the  great  mass  of 
the  people  were  in  favor  of  the  restitution.  If 
it  were  true,  that  the  people  were  acquiescing 
in  the  present  state  of  things,  it  could  not  but 
strengthen  the  purposes  of  the  executive  Go- 
vernment to  persevere  in  its  present  course. — 
He  had  a  great  respect  for  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Pennsylvania,  and  would  not  like  to 
make  any  inquiry  which  would  be  disagreeable 
to  him;  but,  as  he  had  stated  that  the  memorial 
came  from  that  particular  part  of  the  country,  he 
would  beg  of  him  to  state  whether  there  was,  or 


and  it    was    the  language  of    a  majority    of  i  was  not,  a  growing  disapprobation  of  the  mea- 


signers  who  were  the  original  friends  of  Gen 
Jackson,  and  who  suppnrted  him  at  the  last 
election.  (The  memorial  complained  bitterly 
of  the  experiment,  and  prayed  deliverence  from 
all  such  alchemy.) 

Mr.  McKean  presented  another  memorial 
from  between  12  and  1300  of  the  citizens  of 
Susquehanna  county.  Mr.  McK.  said  this  came 
pretty  near  home ;  it  was  from  the  adjoining 
county  to  the  one  in  which  he  resided-  It  was 
without  distinction  of  party,  and  a  friend  of  his 
own,  (Mr.  McK's)  and  who  had  always  support- 
ed Gen.  Jackson,  had  requested  him  to  read  a 
letter  which  he  had  sent  him:  [Mr.  McK.  read, 
that  the  memorials  were  against  the  removal  of 
the  deposites,  and  in  favor  of  the  recharter  of 
the  United  States  Bank  ;  that  it  was  truly 
without  distinction  of  party,  and  the  writer  felt 
assured  that  at  least  500  of  the  signers  voted  for 
General  Jacks<m  in  1832.  It  was  signed  by 
the  principal  officers  of  the  county.]  The  me- 
moria1,  Mr.  McK.  said,  stated  in  full  and  expli- 
cit terms,  the  objects  of  the  signers. 

He  had  also  another  memorial,  signed  by 
1,600  citizens  of  Bradford  county,  on  the  same 


sures  of  the  General  Government ? 

Mr.  McKE  AN  replied,  that  as  far  as  he  knew, 
the  memorial  from  Northumberland  contained 
the  names  of  persons  who  were  friendly  to  the 
administration,  and  had  supported  Gen.  Jack- 
son in  18.32.  He  also  stated,  that  as  far  as  he 
was  able  to  judge,  that  the  same  was  the  case 
with  the  memorial  from  his  own  county.  But 
the  memorial  came  to  him  professing  to  be  in- 
dependent of  party.  In  that  section  of  coun- 
try the  pressure  was  felt  as  soon  as  it  was  in 
Philadelphia.  The  people  believed  that  the 
President  had  acted  from  a  mistaken  policy,  and 
thev  felt  the  effects  of  it. 

Mr.  WEBS  I  ER  wished  to  know  whether  the 
public  voice  of  Pennsylvania  approved  of  the 
executive  conduct.  He  was  obliged  to  the  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  McKean)  for  the  satisfactory  man- 
ner in  which  he  had  answered  the  question. 

The  memorial  was  then  read,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. 

Mr.  McKE  AN  was  charged  with  the  presenta- 
tion of  another  paper,  of  another  character.  The 
Bigners  of  the  memorial  were  respectable  aa  well 
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eb  those  who  had  signed  the  other,  for  all  his 
constituents  were  respectable.  The  paper  con- 
tained resolutions  which  were  passed  at  a  Demo- 
cratic Jackson- Wolf  meeting  in  the  county  of 
Northampton,  Pennsylvania.  They  were  oppos 
ed  to  the  recharter  of  the  bank,  and  in  favor  of 
the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

The  memorial  was  read,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAY  presented  a  memorial  from  the  citi- 
zens of  Bald  Eagle  township,  Centre  county, 
Pennsylvania.  This  memorial  was  in  Strang 
terms.  It  stated  that  great  distress  existed,  and 
that  they  saw  no  probability  of  relief  except  in  a 
retracement  of  the  steps  taken  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  The  letter  which  accom 
panied  the  memorial,  stated  that  three-fourths  of 
the  signers  had  been  the  most  unyielding  friends 
of  the  present  administration,  but  that  now  the 
doctrines  of  the  Executive  excited  almost  uni- 
versal execration. 

The  memorial  was  read,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  was  instructed  by  a  large 
meeting  in  Baltimore,  expressive  t;f  their  dis- 
approbxt  on  of  the  prodeedings  of  the  President 
of  the  United  Stues,  in  regard  to  the  protest 
against  the  passing  of  resolutions  in  the  Senate, 
condemnatory  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
and  addressed  the  Senate  at  considerable 
length.     His  speech  will  he  given  hereafter. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Mr.  Giujndt, 
Mr.  Chambers,  Mr.  Clay,  mid  Mr.  Brows  un- 
til afier  four  o'clock,  when  the  memorial  and 
the  motion  to  print  were  laid  upon  the  table 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Fobsyth. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  Senate  then 
went  into  executive  session;  and  on  our  re-ad- 
mittance to  our  s-ats, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  H"iise  assembled  at  11  o'clock. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  of  Massachusetts,  agreeable  to 
the  notice  given  by  him  yesterday,  asked  leave 
t»  introduce  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  corporation 
of  the  cities  of  Washington,  Alexandii  ,  and 
Georgetown,  from  issuing  promissory  not»-s,  or 
bills  of  a  less  a  nount  than  ten  doll  us.  Leave 
having  been  unanimously  granted,  the  bill  was 
introduced  and  read,  af  er  some  conversation  in 
re'ation  to  it.  between  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.MEn- 
ct»,  it  wa*  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  LINCOLN,  on 
account,  as  he  stated,  of  a  gross  and  base  asper- 
sion in  theoffical  organ,  to  suspend  the  rule,  in 
order  to  take  up  a  resolution  of  inquiry  into 
the  affairs  of  the  Post-omVe,  submitted  by  him 
on  a  prior  day,  but  it  was  negatived;  ayes,  93, 
mes,  62 — a  vote  of  two-thirds  being  necessary 
to  suspend  the  rule.  The  consideration  of  the 
resolution  on  the  subject  of  the  public  deposits 
ofFVred  by  Mr.  Maiuiis,  was  postponed  till  this 
d-ty.  Mr.  Galbhaitu  retains  pos^sion  of  the 
floor. 

The  bills  for  regulating  the  value  of  cerlain 
foreign  silver  coins,  and  for  extending  the  terms 


for  the  execution  of  the  conventions  with 
France  and  Naples,  were  severally  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  this  day. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 

Mr.  HUBBARD  in  the  Chair,  and  took  up 

THE  GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  consideration  of  the  clause  for  the  grants 
for  Diplomatic  intercourse  was  resumed;  and 
a  long,  animated,  and  interesting  debate  ensu- 
ed. The  first  question  was  upon  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  of  Mssachusetts, 
to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of  $18,000  to 
Ministers  Plenipotentiary  to  Great  Britian  and 
France.  The  motion  was  subsequently  with- 
drawn; and 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  that 
the  appropriation  should  not  be  granted  unless 
the  Ministers  should  be  nominated  before  the 
close  of  the  present  session,  or  the  adjournment 
of  the  Senate. 


SENATE. 
Friday  May,  2d,  1834. 

Mr.  KNIGHT,  Senator  from  Rhode  Island, 
again,  th;s  morning,appeared  in  his  seat. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  presented  the  resolutions  of 
a  convention  of  delegates  from  'he  various 
parts  of  Windsor  county,  Vermont,  in  relation 
to  the  removal  of  the  deposites  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States. 

He  also,  presented  a  memorial  on  the  same 
subject,  signed  by  1551  citizens  of  the  same 
county,  comprising  farmer*,  mechanics,  mer- 
chants, and  citizens  of  other  occupations.  As 
the  memorial  gave  a  very  full  representation  of 
the  situation  of  affairs  in  that  State,  and  ex. 
pressed  cletrly  their  opinions  as  to  t:>e  unjust 
proceedings  of  the  Executive  In  relation  to 
the  revenue  smd  currency  of  the  coun'ry,  Mr. 
P.  would  only  move  that  it  be  read,  referred, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  signatures. 

Thf-se  documents, in  very  vigorous  language, 
complained  of  gr^at  distress  andembarsssment, 
which  thry  ascribed  without  a  doubt  to  execu- 
tive interference;  reprobated  ^he  usurpation  of 
the  Executive,  and  declared  that  in  the  last  re- 
s  irt  they  would  pursue  a  course  worthy  of  the 
reptit'tion  of  the  Green  Mountain)  Boys. 

The  docuraents  were  read,  referred,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed  with  th^  signature'?. 

Mr.  SVVT FT  presented  resolutions  from  *d- 
dison  county,  Vermont,  against  the  removal  of 
the  deposites. 

On  presenting  these  resolutions,  Mr.  Swift 
said  :  I  am  charged  with  sundry  resolutions,  ac- 
companied by  a  memorial,  from  citizens  of  Ad- 
dison county,  Vermont,  on  the  subject  of  the 
public  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  the  consequent  derangement  of  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country,  and  the  distress  an  I  em- 
barrassment pro  luced  among  that  portion  of 
the  community,  and  am  requested  to  present 
the  same  to  the  Senate. 

I  am  informed  by  the  gentleman  who  com- 
mitted to  my  charge  the  resolutions  and  memo- 
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currency  is  of  indispensable  necessity  to  the  en- 
terprise and  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  in 
preserving  a  uniform  value  to  labor  and  proper- 
ty. That  it  is  the  peculiar  province  and  bound- 
en  duty  of  Congress  to  provide  and  maintain 
such  currency;  and  that  interference  with  the 
same  on  the  part  of  t!ic  Executive,  is  an  unwar- 
ranted and  dangerous  exercise  of  power. 

They  deem  a  National  Bank  necessary  as  the 
fiscal  agent  of  the  Government,  a  safe  deposito- 
ry of  the  public  funds,  and  of  the  highest  utility 
in  preserving  a  sound  and  uniform  currency,  by 
restraining  the.  issues  of  the  State  banks  within 
proper  bounds,  and  in  furnishing  a  safe  and  val- 
uable medium  of  domestic  and  foreign  exchange. 
They  do  not  advocate  a  paper  currency  with- 
out an  adequate  specie  basis;  but  consider  a  re- 
turn to  a  currency  exculsively  metallic,  as  being 
not  only  impracticable  and  undesirable,  but  as  a 
measure  fraught  with  incalculable  mischief,  if 
no*,  certain  ruin  to  sll  the  leading  interests  of 
the  nation. 

And  they  call  upon  Congress  for  such  speedy 
measures  of  relief  as  will  restore  the  confi- 
dence and  qu'et  the  apprehensions  of  the  peo- 
ple, in  relation  to  the  derangement  of  the  cur- 
rency and  the  consequent  public  distress. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  my  good  fortune  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  were 
present  at  the  meeting  which  adopted  the  reso- 
lutions; and  whose  names  are  appended  to  the 
memorial.  I  know  them  well.  They  are  men 
of  the  first  respectability  and  intelligence.  The 
gentleman  who  preside, 1  at  that  meeting,  (my 
honored  predecessor)  is  well  Known  to  most  of 
the  members  of  the  Senate,  and  will,  of  course, 
need  no  commendation  from  me. 

Sir,  I  consider  these  gentlemen  fully  compe- 
tent to  judge  of  the  past  and  present  pecuniary 
condition  of  the  people  of  that  county,  and  of 
the  change  from  a  rtate  of  prosperity  to  a  state 
of  embarrassment  and  distress,  which  they  say 
has  taken  place  among  them.  And  they  are 
fully  competent  to  judge  of  the  cause  wh  ch 
has  produced  that  clv.nge;  and  it  is  their  firm, 
candid,  and  deliberate  judgment,  that  this 
change  has  been  produced  by  the  unnecessary, 
sites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  j  unwarrantable,  and  unjustifiable  measures  of 
the  hostile  attitude  assumed  by  the  Executive  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government.  I 
branch  of  the  Government  against  the  bank,  in  .am  aware,  sir,  that  ranch  excitement  prevails 
that  measure,  as  the  primary  cause  of  this  state  throughout  the  country  on  this  subject,  and  it 
of  distress  and  embarrassment.  has  heretofore  been  charged  to   memorialists 

They  deem  the  said  removal  of  the  deposites  who  have  complained  of  executive  encroach- 
an  unnecessary,  unwarrantable,  and  dangerous  \  ment?  and  abuse  of  power.  That  they  have 
exercise  of  power  over  the  public  treasure  on  the  been  influenced  by  interest  in, or  friendship  for, 
part  of  the  Executive,  and  resorted  to  for  a  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  by  a  spirit  of 
purpose  not  within  his  legitimate  duties,  by  hostility  to  the  Chi*f  Magistrate  of  the  United 
which  the  currency  of  the  country  has  become  States.  Sir,  these  memorialists  have  no  inte- 
deranged,  and  credit  and  confidence  in  moneyed  [  rest  in  the  bank  but  what  is  common  to   all 


rial,  that  there  is  appended  to  the  memorial  the 
names  of  1926  freemen,  amounting,  as  I  believe, 
to  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  given  at  any  one 
election  in  that  county. 

The  county  of  Addson  is,  for  the  extent  of 
its  tcrri'ory,  one  of  the  most  populous  and  weal- 
thy counties  of  the  State.  It  contains  a  rich 
and  fertile  soil,  and  abundantly  pays  the  farmer 
for  his  labor  in  the  ordinary  products  of  tha- 
climate.  Owing  to  the  encouragement  given 
to  the  various  branches  of  industry  by  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  and  particularly  to 
the  growing  of  wool,  much  attention  has  been 
paid  to  the  produce  of  that  article,  and  it  h  -s 
become  the  staple  of  that  county,  and  a  source 
of  wealth  to  the  farmers. 

This  county  possesses  manufacturing  advan- 
tages over  almost  every  other  section  of  coun 
try.  One  of  the  largest  rivers  of  the  State  runs 
through  the  centre  of  the  county,  and  its  nume- 
rous falls  afford  privileges  for  manufacturing 
establishments,  to  every  extent  desired  ;  and 
manufacturing  business  of  various  kinds,  and 
to  a  great  extent,  has  been  carried  on,  by  which 
numerous  poor  people  have  heretofore  found 
profitable  and  constant  employment. 

Th's  ccunty  also  enjoys  great  advantages 
from  the  facilities  afforded  it  in  the  transporta- 
tion of  its  products  to  market.  It  borders  on 
Lake  Champlain,  which  is  conned ed  with  the 
navigable  Waters  of  the  Hudson  river  by  a  ca- 
nal. The  character  of  its  inhabitants,  for  in- 
dustry, morality ,  and  intelligence,  would  not 
surfer  by  a  comparison  with  the  population  of 
any  other  section  of  countrv.     These  are  the 

Eeople,  late  y  enjoying  the  advantages  which  I 
ave  stated,  who  now  approach  Congress  with 
their  complaint. 

They  contend  that  a  state  of  unprecedented 
plenty  and  prosperity  has  been  followed  by  a 
■udden  aad  general  stagnation  of  business  in  all 
its  branches.  The  trade  of  the  merchant  is  di 
minished  and  diminishing;  the  business  of  the 
manufacturer  and  mechanic  is  curtailed;  labor 
ers  are  thrown  out  of  employment;  and  enter- 
prise, in  every  department  of  industry  is  crippled. 
They  regard  the  removal  of  the    public  depo- 


institutions  and  capitalists  in  a  measure  destroy- 
ed. 

They  profess  to  believe  that,  if  this  experi- 
ment on  the  currency  of  the  country  is  persisted 
in,  their  embarrassment  will  ho  increased, 
and  that  their  principal  staple,  wool,  and  all 
other  products,  must  fail  of  a  market,  or  be  sold 
at  ruinous  sacrifices 


other  citizens.  I  believe  there  is  not  a  share  of 
that  bank  owned  by  a  citizen  of  that  county; 
and  I  believe  also  that  very  little,  if  any,  is  own- 
ed by  any  resident  of  the  State. 

That  they  have  an  interest,  in  common  with 
the  other  citizens,  in  the  bank  as  a  fiscal  agent 
of  the  Government,  and  as  the  mean3  by  which 
a  sound  and  uniform   currency  is  secured,  they 


They  declare  that,  in  their  opinion,  a  sound  admit ;  and  so  fax  from  entertaining  feelings  of 
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friendship  for  the  bank  or  its  stockholders,  I  arn 
confident  that  until  the  recent  measures  of  the 
Executive,  by  which  the  operations  and  import- 
ance of  the  institution  have  become  more  fully 
known,  a  majority  of  the  people  entertained 
strong1  prejudices  against  it.  Many  who  were 
interested  in  the  banks  of  that  State,  believed 
that  the  United  States  Bank  exercised  an  unjust 
control  over  the  issues  of  the  State  banks,  and 
thus  deprived  them  of  a  portion  of  the  profits  to 
which  they  were  entitled ;  and  thus  many  corn- 
plained  of  what  they  now  deem  essential  to  a 
sound  and  uniform  currency.  And  thus  these 
measures,  by  proving  to  the  people  the  import- 
ance of  the  institution,  have  produced  great  una 
nimity  in  favor  of  a  National  Bank.  1  can  also 
assure  you,  sir,  that  these  memorialists  have  nor 
Wen  inliuenced,  in  sending  to  you  their  memorial, 
by  a  spirit  of  hostility  to  the  present  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate. They  feel  no  personal  hostility  to  him. 
They  well  know  that  the  political  relation  which 
exists  between  him  as  Chief  Magistrate,  and 
themselves  as  citizens  of  this  great  republic,  will 
soon  cease  forever  by  the  expiration  of  his  pre- 
sent term  of  service,  and  they  neither  expect  or 
desire  to  dimish  or  extend  that  term. 

It  is  true,  that  they  are,  and  ever  have  been, 
opposed  to  the  leading  measures  of  his  adminis- 
tration, believing"  them  to  be  ruinous  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  country,  yet  they  would  sincere 
ly  rejoice  to  see  him  abandon  those  measures, 
and  then  fill  up  the  remainder  of  his  term  of 
service  with  usefulness  to  his  country  and  honor 
to  himself  They,  however,  possess  too  much 
intelligence  and  firmness  of  purpose,  to  yield 
support  to  the  measures  which  they  deem  ar- 
bitrary and  unjust.  No,  sir,  they  never  will 
yield  nor  consent  that  a  single  vestige  of  their 
rights  9hall  be  wrested  from  them  by  arbitrary 
power;  they  know  their  rights,  and  will  main 
tain  them.  Sir,  they  have  no  expectation  of 
seeking  redress,  but  in  a  peaceable,  constitution- 
al way.  In  this  way  they  will  seek  until  re- 
dress becomes  useless;  but  they  do  not  despair 
or  even  doubt  that  redress,  sooner  or  later,  will 
be  granted  them.  They  know  the  jealousy  of 
power  entertained  by  the  people;  they  judge 
from  the  history  of  the  past,  as  well  as  from  the 
present  signs  of  the  times;  and  they  do  not  fear 
the  result  of  the  issue  now  pending  between  the 
President  and  the  people.  Should  the  course 
adopted  prove  unsuccessful,  and  redress  in  this 
way  hopeless,  1  will  not  predict  as  to  the  future 
course  they  may  think  proper  to  adopt;  they 
have  not  authorized  me  to  do  so;  or  to  use  for 
them  (as  I  have  been  accused  of  doing  on  a  for 
mer  occasion)  the  language  of  threats  and  me- 
nace. Sir,  I  ask  that  the  resolutions  and  me- 
morial be  read,  printed  with  the  names,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  documents  were  read,  refeired,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WEBSTKK,  said  he  had  been  requested 
to  present  a  memorial  from  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  the  most  respectable  merchants  of  Boston 
upon  a  subject  of  the  coin  now  circulating  in 
tbe  country.  The  memorialists  complained  that 


the  disparity  existing  between  the  gold  and  &il-  t'ae  observations  which  he  had  made;  and  also  a 


vercoin,  together  with  the   exp'mtion  of  cer- 
tain laws  making  foreign    coin  a  legal  tender, 
was  productive  of  much  loss  and  inconvenience 
They  prayed  Congress  to  pass  some  law  for  the 
better  regulation  of  this  matter.     Mr.  "W.  said 
he  should  move  the  reference  of  the  memoriait 
to   the   appropriate  committee,    but  he  would 
tike  this  opportunity   of  stating  that   he   had, 
himself  prepared  a  bill  upon  this  subject  and- 
should  have  presented  it  ere  this,  had  he  nn\( 
*)ee  i  informed  that  a  special  committee  of  the 
House  had  been  appointed,  and  was  advancingii 
rapidly   in   the   consideration  of  this  subject.! 
The  memorialists  would  have  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that    Congress   had  anticipated  their 
wishes.  The  memorial  was  then  referred  to  the! 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  EW1NG  presented  the  memorial  of  1750; 
of  the  inhahitaMts  ot  R  ss  county,  in  the  State! 
of  Oi.io.  Mr.  E.  said  th  s  me  i.orial  came  fromi 
one  of  the  most  respectable  counties  in  his; 
State.  The  memoriahs'3  in  addition  to  the  usual 
products  of  the  country,  dealt  largely  in  fat 
oattle,  and  they  complained  that  the  price. of 
•his  produce,  particularly  of  the  lattr,  had  been 
greatly  stricken  down  by  the  derangement 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  currency.  The; 
place,  Mr  E.  said,  ftom  which  the  memorial 
came,  was  as  little  connected  with  the  United 
States  Bmk  as  any  part  of  the  western  country. 
The  cit  zens  of  Ross  co  inty  were  not,  he  be- 
lieved, indebted  in  any  way  to  the  Bmk  of  the 
United  Sates,  and  were  wholly  uninterested  in 
excepting  so  far  as  they  considered  it  necessary 
to  a  sound  currency.  They  had  a  bank  of  their 
own  in  Chilicothe,  a  bank  which  wasa9  good  as 
iny  in  the  country, but  which,  owing  to  the  want  i 
of  confidence  now  experienced,  was  unable  to  I 
supply  the  usual  medium  of  circulation.  The  < 
Memorialists  declared  that  the  price  of  all  their 
iTticles  of  commerce  had  been  striken  down; 
heir  customers  did  not  come  to  purchase  as 
usual.  They  said  also,  that  if  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  had  been  suffered  to  go  quietly  ] 
ut  of  existence  the  present  evils  would  not 
ua^e  been  fell;  they  might  have  experienced 
some  depression,  but  they  wouli  have  been  able  i 
to  sustain  themselves. 

Mr.  E  WING  said  he  could  not  suffer  this  oc- 
casion to  pass  Without  alluding  to  what  had  ta- 
ken place  in  the  Senate,  some  days  ago.  He 
regretted  his  colleague  was  not  now  in  his  seat. 
He  (Mr.  E.)  had  refrained  from  alluding  to  this 
subject  yesterday  in  consequence  of  the  hon. 
Senator  not  being  present;  he  was  not  present 
now,  and  he  (Mr.E.)  did  not  feel  just  fied  ina-y 
longer  withholding  from  the  Senate  the  infor- 
mation he  had  received. 

A  few  days  ago,  on  the  presentation  of  the 
Hanover  memorial,  he  had  remarked  that  the 
prices  of  produce,  in  that  part  of  the  country, 
had  suffered  a  considerable  fall;  and  Ins  col- 
league had  stated,  upon  information  wh'ch  he 
had  received,  that  the  prices  were  better  than 
formerly.  He  had,  since  that  debate.received  a 
price  current  dated  on  tho  day  on  which  he  had 
made  his  remarks,  by  which  he  was  sustained  in 
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comparative  statement  of  the  prices  of  flour  for 
four  years.     In   1830  the  price  was  three  dollars 

f  per  barrel,  and  the  last   quotations  were  $2.75; 

■  and  in  the  prices  of  other  articles  there  was  a 
proportionate  fall.  A  letter  which  he  had  received, 

:  dated  the  25th  of  April,  stated  that  advices,  which 
had  arrived  on  that  day,  from  New  Orleans, 
quoted  the  prices  of  flour  ^there  at  $2.80  per  bar- 
rel, which  would  prevent  the  exportation  of  it 
entirely.  His  colleague  possessed  information 
on  the  subject,  but  his  informant  must  be  mista- 
ken. 

There  was  another  thing  which  was  referred 
to   by  himself.      The  Bank  of  Maryland   had 

•  lately  failed,  and  he  suggested  that  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  the  paper  of  that  bank  was  in 

•  circulation  in  Ohio.  His  colleague  thought  not. 
But  a  letter  which  he  had  lately  received  told 

I  him  that  there  were  manny  thousands  of 
li  dollars  in  circulation  there,  and  disastrous  con- 
sequences had  followed  The  notes  were  now 
3  valueless  there;  but  the  holders  hoped  by  bring 
[Jing  them  to  this  part  of  the  country  they  might 
obtain  something  for  them. 

Mr.  EWING  also  presented  a  memoiial  from 

the  citizens  of  Vermillion  township,  Richland 

I  county.     He  would  say  nothing  more  of  that 

i  place  than  that  it  was  that  portion  of  the  State 

where  the  present  administration  had  been  most 

strongly  sustained.        He  would  say  nothing 

of  the  political  character  of  any  place,  he  was 

.  of  opinion  that  there  would  shortly  be  but  one 

political  character  of  the  people  of  any  State. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  was  requested  by  the  me- 
morialists of  the  county  of  Ross,  which  had  been 
read,  to  enforce  the  prayer  of  their  petition,  a 
task  which  he  would  most  willingly  perform. 
The  memorial  pointed  out  the  remedy,  and  the 
only  remedy,  for  the  evils  under  which  'he 
country  now  suffered.  He  knew  several  of  the 
memorialists  to  be  highly  respectable  and  intel 
ligent.  He  had  experienced  their  hospitality 
and  kindness.  The  memorial  was  so  explicit, 
and  its  conten's  so  ably  descanted  upon  by  the 
gentleman  who  had  presented  it,  (Mr.  Ewikg) 
that  it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  enlarge. 

The  memorials  were  then  read,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  certain 
Choctaw  Chiefs,  and  also  to  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Indiana  Teacher's  Seminary, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MOORE,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  reported  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  with  an  amendment,  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Joseph 
Torry,  deceased. 

Also,  a  bill  from  the  House,  with  an  amend- 
ment, for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  George  Hulbert,  decea-ed. 

Mr.  CLAY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  appropriating,  f>r  a  lim- 
ited time,  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pub- 


lic lands  to  the  several  States.  A  portion  of  the 
report  was  read  by  Mr.  G,  who  moved  that  5000 
copies  be  printed,  and  the  bill  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Monday  week. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  inquired  whether  the  same 
bill  was  to  be  sent  back  to  the  President  or  not? 

Mr.  CLAY  said  it  was  the  same  bill  that  was 
passed  the  last  session,  with  the  introduction 
into  this  of  the  object  to  which  the  money  should 
be  applied.  He  moved  that  the  bill  be  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  would  like  to  hear  the  paper 
read,  or  that  it  should  be  laid  on  the  table  till 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  CLAY  would  read  it  himself  if  the  gen- 
tleman wished  it.  There  were  some  inteilinea- 
tions,  and  it  might  be  difficult  "for  the  secretary 
to  make  it  out. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  did  not  wish  to  put  the  gen- 
tleman to  the  trouble.  If  he  would  allow  it  to 
lie  upon  the  table  for  one  day,  it  would  answer 
every  purpose. 

Mr.  CLAY  observed  that  if  it  were  to  lie  upon 
the  table,  there  would  be  hardly  time  for  the 
printing,  and  as  the  report^was  in  very  respect- 
ful language,  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  not  neces- 
sary. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  did  not  like  to  order  the  prin- 
ting of  a  large  number  of  the  document  without 
knowing  what  it  was. 

Mr.  CLAY  then  commenced  the  reading  of 

e  report. 

When  Mr.  Clay  had  proceeded  in  the  read- 
ing of  the  report  for  about  twenty  minuti  s, 
Mr.  CHAMBERS  submitted.whether  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Geogiahad  not  heard  enough  to 
satisfy  him  as  to  the  character  of  the  report? 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  he  did  not  know  whe- 
ther it  was  practicable  for  gentlemen  to  express 
their  opinions  hereafter  upon  the  character  of 
this  report.  If  it  could  be  done  in  the  bill,  he 
had  no  wish  to  say  any  thing  now — he  could  not 
vote  for  the  printing;  and  therefore  it  was  that 
he  wished  to  hear  it  read,  and  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  question. 

Mr.  CLAY  replied  that,  undoubtedly  there 
would  be  ample  opportunity  to  refute  the  rea- 
sons in  the  report,  upon  the  discussion  of  the 
bill.  Five  thousand  copies  of  the  message  of 
the  President,  to  which  this  wa*  an  answer,  had 
been  printed,  and  it  was  but  fair  that  an  equal 
number  of  this  report  should  be  printed  for  dis- 
tribution. The  bill  was  similar  to  that  of  last 
ession. 

Mr.  FORSYTH;said,  he  did  not  know  wheth- 
er it  would  be  practicable  for  those  who  differ- 
ed  from  the  sentiments  contained  in  this  report, 
to  express  their  opinions  upon  it  hereafter  ;  if  it 
could  be  done,  lie  had  no  wish  to  trouble  the 
Senate  at  present;  but  if  it  could  not  be  done, 
he  should  dts;re  now  to  record  his  vote  against 
the  paper. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  .  if  only  the  usual  number  of 
the  copies  of  the  President's  message  had  been 
printed,  he  shouM  nut  have  asked  for  the  print- 
ing of  an  additional  number  of  this  reoort.  The 
present  paper  purported  to  be  an  answer  to 
the  arguments  contained  in  the  Presidential 
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message.  It  also  vindicated  the  powers  of* Con- 
gress. [He  (Mr.  C.)  therefore  proposed  that 
the  same  number  of  copies  should  be  printed 
as  had  been  printed  of  the  document  to  which 
H  w  as  intended  as  an  answer.  He  was  desirous 
that  the  subject  should  be  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  Monday  week;  upon  wh'ch  occasion 
the  Senator  from  Georgia,  and  othtrs,  would 
have  an  opportunity  of  fully  expressing  their 
sentiments. 

Mr.  MOORE  believed  that  the  number  of 
copies  which  had  been  printed  of  the  Presi. 
dent's  message,  was  ordered  on  his  mo'ion.  He 
would  now  say,  as  a  member  of  the  committee, 
hat  he  was  opposed  to  both  the  bill  and  the 
report.  It  was  well  known  that  neither  of 
(hose  documents  represented  the  wishes  of  the 
citizens  of  his  State,  and  of  the  new  States.  He 
would  move  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table, 
and  take  it  up  to-morrow. 
Mr.  CLAY  hoped  not. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  that  no  vote  hereafter 
would  express  the  opinions  of  Senators  who 
were  opposed  to  this  report.  The  first  part  of 
it  was  erroneous,  and  calculated  to  give  the 
people  an  incorrect  idea  of  the  conduct  of  the 
President.  If  a  large  number  of  copies  were 
ordered  to  be  printed,  it  would  be  thought  that 
he  (Mr.  F.)  and  others,  were  of  opinion  that 
the  Pres:dent  ought  to  have  returned  the  bill 
for  the  action  of  the  Senate.  The  bll  was  pre- 
sented to  the  President  on  the  last  day  of  the 
session.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  knew 
the  mass  of  bills  which  were  before  the  Presi- 
dent on  that  day,  (ninety.)  He  (the  Presi- 
dent,) could  not  have  even  read  them.  They 
ill  knew  how  bills  of  this  kind  were  treated  at 
the  close  of  the  session — how  the  Senate  dis- 
regarded its  own  rules  in  order  to  introduce  and 
pass  favorite  bills.  The  President  was  obliged 
to  read  bile  by  proxy;  he  was  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  distributing  all  those  of  minor  im- 
portance, to  the  members  of  his  cabinet ;  the 
members  of  his  cabinet  examined  them;  and 
when  they  came  to  any  thing  of  importance, 
they  called  the  President's  attention  to  it.  The 
President  used  their  eyes  and  their  under- 
standings; and  he  did  this,  because  Congress 
did  not  grant  him  the  time  which  was  granted 
to  him  by  the  Constitution. 

It  was  impossible  for  the  President  fully  to 
consider  the  bill,  and  give  his  opinion  upon  it, 
in  the  time  which  bad  been  allowed  him.  He 
(Mr.  F.)  was  surprised  that  Senators  did  not 
provide  against  the  possibility  of  abuse  on  the 
part  of  the  President,  by  sending  bills  of  this 
kind  to  him  at  an  earlier  period.  A  contrast 
had  been  drawn  in  the  report,  between  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Madison  and  the  present  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  He  (Mr.  F.)  was 
perfectly  satisfied  that  Mr.  .ladison  must  have 
had  more  time  granted  to  him  for  the  conside- 
ration of  the  bonus  bill  than  had  been  granted 
in  the  present  case.  Mr.  Madison  had  but  one 
point  to  consHer  in  relation  to  that  bill— its 
constitutionality;  and  all  his  opinions  upon  the 
subject  might  have  been  expressed  upon  a  sin- 
gle sheet  of  paper.    The  honorable  Senator 


from  Kentucky  had  said,  that  Mr.  Madison  had 
sent  his  objections  to  Congress  respecting  the 
bonus  bill,  because  his  successor  could  not  net 
upon  it.  Now,  the  question  was,  could  Mr. 
Madison  do  this?  The  committee  said  that  he 
could;  that  one  President  going  out,  can  limit 
his  successor.  He  (Mr.  F.)  was  not  of  this 
opinion;  he  took  it  for  granted  that  all  unfin- 
shed  executive  business  went  to  the  succeed- 
ing President.  If  the  committee  examined  this 
matter  more  closely,  they  would  see  that  they 
were  wrong.  The  position  they  assumed  sup- 
posed an  interregnum  in  executive  power.  This 
was  not  the  case.  Executive  power  was  al- 
ways existing.  In  the  case  of  a  bill  sent  to  the 
President  on  the  3d  of  March,  if  the  President 
did  not  examine  it,  it  became  the  duty  of  his 
successor  to  take  care  of  it.  If,  on  the  con- 
trary, he  decided  upon  it,  his  successor  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  It  had  been  almost  the 
universal  belief  of  Congress,  that  a  President 
who  had  been  in  office  only  a  few  days,  had  as 
much  right  to  decide  upon  a  bill,  as  if  he  had 
been  in  office  when  it  passed. 

Mr.  F.  then  called  for  the  question,  upon  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Moors,  to  lay  the  report  on  the 
table;  when  there  appeared  a  majority  against 
the  motion,  which  was  consequently  lost. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  would  say  a  word  to  the 
honorable  Senators  from  Kentucky  and  Geor- 
gia, as  to  the  propriety   of  the  action  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  with  regard  to 
that  bill,  at  the  last  session.     It  might  or  might 
not  be  necessary  for  the  bill  to   be  detained  as 
it  was;  but  he   was  under  t!  ©  impression  than 
the  President   was  acquainted  with  the   bill, 
and  might  have   returned  it;    but  being  under 
the   impression  that  more  than   two-thirds  of 
both   Houses   were  in   favor  of  the  bill,  and 
would  have  passed  it,  he  kept  it  back.    At  the 
subsequent  session  he  sent  in  the  bill,  accom- 
panied by  a  paper,  called  a  message.   This  pa- 
per was  only  an  exhibition  of  his  own  opinions 
on  the  subject.     It  ought  to  have  been  in  the 
opening-  message.      That  message  took    fail 
conflicting  grounds.     It  said,  first,  power  was 
given  to   Congress  over  the  public  lands;  and 
then  denied  it,  and  asserted  that  it  was  an  un- 
delegated  power.     These  provided   that  the 
waste  lands  should  be,  for  ever,  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  all  the  States.     The  President  then 
called  the  bill  unconstitutional,  because  it  gave 
too  much  to  the  new  States.     Then  the  Presi- 
dent went  on  to  make  the  application  to  the 
people  of  the  new  States,  that  any  reduction  in 
the  price  of  land  from  its  present  price,  would 
not  be  beneficial  to   the  Stales;  and  closed  by 
proposing  to  give  the  land  altogether  to  the 
new  States.    These  were  a>  guments  not  intend- 
ed for  Congress,   but  for  the   people,  which 
were   calculated  to  mislead  the  people,  and 
had  mis'ed  them.     The  Senate  had   now  an- 
swered the  arguments  of  the   President,  and 
wished  to  publish  the  same  number  of  the  an- 
swer as  was  published  of  the  original  docu- 
ment. 

He  did  not  perceive  the  propriety  of  receiv- 
ing such  messages.     When  the  President  sent 
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a  paper  thither,  it  must  be  one  on  which  to 
found  some  legislative  action.  Thi9  was  one  on 
which  no  legislative  action  could  take  place; 
it  was  a  mere  argument,  addressed  to  the  peo- 
ple through  the  Senate.  It  wa9  h'gh  time  that 
the  response  should  go  to  the  public.  If  they 
did  not  approve  of  it  they  would  throw  away  the 
greatest  benefit  that  had  been  offered  to  any 
State  in  the  Union.  They  might  have  two  mil- 
lion? of  dollars  appropriated  for  purposes  of 
internal  improvement  and  education,  it  would 
not  be  so  valuable  as  that  bill.  Why  did' the 
States  come  to  Congress,  and  ask  for  large  ap- 
propriations, when  by  the  apportioning  of  the 
public  lands  there  would  be  no  necessity  for 
•uch  applications'     Because  what  was  due  to 


to  any  other  bill  to  which  he  had  recorded   his 
vote  since  he  came  hither. 

Mr.  KING  would  not  enter  into  a  discussion 
on  the  principles  of  the  bill;  he  rose  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  re- 
gard to  the  bill  presented  to  him  at  the  last  ses- 
sion. Mr.  K.  was  surprised  that  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  had  adverted  to  the  circumstance, 
that  the  bill  was  not  returned,  when  he  knew, 
and  every  Senator  knew,  that  the  bill  was  not 
sent  to  the  President,  until  the  last  moment  of 
the  session.  The  President  could  not  know 
what  the  bill  would  be,  as  it  underwent  seve- 
ral important  amendments,  at  the  last  moment. 
Was  the  Senator  correct  in  the  fact,  that  two- 
thirds  of  both  Houses  of  Congress  would  have 
the  States  was  held  back.  When  the  subject  i  voted  for  the  bill,  if  it  had  been  returned.  The 
should  come  up  he  would  be  able  to  gi\e  his  Journals  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  K.  thought,  contra- 
▼iews  upon  it.  It  was  a  paper  of  every  colour,  dieted  such  an  assumption.  On  that  bill  the 
He  wished  the  extra  copies  to  be  pinted.  vote  in  the    Senate  was  twenty -four  to  twenty- 

Mr.  BLACK  was  not  willing  that  bis  vote  one,  and  where  was  the  proof  that  a  change  had 
on  the  question  of  printing  should  become  the  taken  place  in  the  sentiments  of  this  body? 
test  of  his  opinion  of  the  subject.  When  th-  The  Senator  from  Mississippi  had  insinuated 
subject  was  debated  before  the  Senate  last  year,  [that  the  message  of  the  President  on  re- 
he  recorded  his  name  against  it;  and  he  had  not  j  turning  this  bill,  was  an  extraordinary  paper, 
changed  his  opinion.  He  voted  against  the  I  such  as  ought  not  to  be  received.  Mr.  K.  thonght 
bill,  not  because  he  did  not  believe  that  Con-  |  there  was  a  great,  disposition  to  find  fault  on  the 


gres»  had  plenary  powers  as  to  the  public  do 
main;  his  objection  was,  that  the  bill  did  not 
confer  the  benefits  on  the  new  States  which  it 
described;  but  conferred  equal  benefits  on  all 
the  States.  His  objections  to  the  bill  were  on 
two  grounds;  first,  it  disposed  of  the  gross 
amount  of  the  proceeds  and  not  the  nett  amount, 
leaving  the  expenses  of  the  land  offices  agency, 
and  all  other  expenses  arising*  upon  the  sale,  to 
be  defrayed  out  of  the  general  funds  of  the 
country.  The  tariff  law,  as  it  then  stood,  sup- 
plied a  sufficiency  of  funds  for  that  purpose; 
but,  wanting  that,  if  an  ii. convenience  should 
be  felt  in  raising  money  from  other  sources,  it 
must  be  more  so  to  raise  it  from  the  land.  In 
The  next  place  he  objected  to  it  entirely,  as  a 
principle  tending  to  overthrow  the  principle 
contended  for  in  the  compromise  bdl  of  the  last 
session.  He  would  vote  against  it.  He  would 
not  comment  upon  the  bill,  as  the  question  was 
merely  upon  the  printing. 

Mr.  PORTER  was  surprised  at  the  discussion 
which  had  taken  place  to-day.  He  should  not 
have  supposed,  under  the  pressure  of  business, 
that  a  question  on  printing  would  have  occupied 
so  much  time.  It  was  not  a  question  whether 
the  Senate  approved  of  the  report;  but  merely 
whether  the  report  should  be  given  to  the  na- 
tion. If  it  was  of  any  importance  it  ought  to 
have  as  wide  a  circulation  as  possible.  He  found, 
by  the  journal  of  the  5th  December,  1833,  thit 
the  gentleman  had  voted  for  the  bill,  and  given 
at  large,  his  reasons,  and  that,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Moore,  five  thousand  copies  extra  were  printed. 
If  it  was  thought  proper  to  give  circulation  to  five 
thousand  extra  copies  of  the  message  then,  why 
object  to  give  the  same  number  of  the  report 
upon  the  message  now.  In  his  opinion  the  bill 
now  brought  before  the  Senate  was  of  greater 
importance  than  many  others  that  were  consid- 
ered.   He  would  assent  to  it  more  heartily  than 


other  side  of  the  House;  and,  that,  gentlemen 
ought  to  be  careful  not  to  exhibit  a  fault  finding 
spirit. 

With  regard  to  the  immense  advantages  of 
the  bill  to  the  new  States,  Mr.  K.  differed  entire- 
ly from  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  and  he. 
did  not  think  such  advantages  ever  could  be  re- 
alized, while  the  evils  would  be  innumerable. 
Two  millions  of  dollars  to  Mississippi !  The 
Senator  dealt  in  round  numbers. 

Mr.  POlNDEXTER  said  the  500,000  acres  of 
"would  have  brought  at  least  $3  an  acre;  this  land 
would  make  §1,500,000,  and  that  with  the  divi- 
dend from  the  general  sales,  would  make  mote 
than  $2,000,000.' 

Mr.  KING  would  not  discuss  the  subject  of  do- 
nations in  land.  It.  was  with  great  reluctance 
that  he  felt  himself  compelled  to  oppose  the 
printing  of  an  extra  number  of  the  report.  If 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  could  show  that  it 
was  reasonable  to  print  so  many,  he  would  vote 
for  it;  but  until  he  knew  more  of  the  contents 
of  the  report,  he  should  vote  against  the  print- 
ing. He  would  ask  the  Senator,  whether  it 
would  not  be  better  to  let  it  lie  on  the  tabla  ? 

Mr.  CLAY  would  very  willingly  postpone  the 
vote  on  the  motion  to  print.if  the  Senator  had  not 
placed  his  own  vote  in  favor  of  it,  on  an  impos- 
sible contingency.  He  (Mr.  C.)  saw  no  chance 
of  obtaining  his  consent  for  the  printing,  by  a 
postponement.  (Here  owing  to  some  interrup- 
tion, Mr.  Clay  remarked  there  were  storms  on 
all  sides.) 

The  Senator  had  said  the  opposition  were  a 
very  fault  finding  set.  Mr.  C.  thought  the  other 
a  very  fault  making  set.  The  disposition  to 
criticise  the  Executive,  had  hardly  kept  pace 
with  the  defence  of  the  Executive.  Perhaps  he 
and  the  gentleman  had  better  change  spectacle*, 
as  they  were  nearly  the  sajne  age,  and  then 
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there  would   be  some  chance  of  coming  to  a 
compromise. 

But  to  the  point;  Mr.  C.  would  put.  the  ques- 
tion to  the  member,  which  had  manifested  the 
most  liberality  in  printing-,  this  side  or  that 
When  the  President's  message  against  this  bill 
was  received,  and  it  was  proposed  to  print  it, 
what  was  the  course  then?  If  the  question  of 
printing  it  had  rested  on  its  consi.-tency  and 
the  strength  of  its  reasoning,  there  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  doubt  on  the  subject  of  printing 
it  Vet  Mr.  C.  believed  the  vote  to  print  5,000 
extra  copies  of  it  was  carried  unanimously,  and 
Mr.  C.  voted  for  it. 

So  much  for  their  liberality.     Now  what  was 


two  years  ago,  and  the  President  had  twice  ad- 
verted to  it  in  his  annual  message.  He  therefore 
could  not  but  be  acquainted  with  its  character. 
It  had  been  presented  to  him  at  5  o'clock,  on 
the  evening  before  the  adjournment  of  Congress, 
which  adjourned  niHe  hours  after.  Mr.  C  would 
ask  if  he  could  not  have  returned  the  bill. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  Monroe  and  the  toll  bill, 
what  did  that  individual  do?  Why,  he  sent  the 
bill  back,  saying  that  he  would  state  his  objec- 
tions to  it.  This  he  did  at  the  next  session,  and 
in  a  way  which  had  caused  him  (Mr.  C.)  to  say 
something  which  it  was  very  unpleasant  for  him 
to  say  of  an  individual  whom  he  respected  so 
highly  as  he  did   Mr.   Monroe,  viz:    "That  the 


it  on  the  other  side?     The  opposition  had  pro- 1  document  was  so  voluminous  that  there  was  no 


posed  a  report  which  answered  the  message,  as 
well  as  they  were  able,  and  proposed  a  practi 
cal  measure,  which  the  message  did  not,  and 
what  then  had  been  the  course  of  gentlemen? 
They  had  charged  their  opponen's  with  a  want 
of  liberality,  but  what  was  their  own  course? 
When  it  was  proposed  to  print  this  Report, 
gentlemen  objected,  because  it  would  be  send- 
ing out  reasoning  to  the  people,  of  which  thev 
would  not  perceive  the  error,  when  no  opposi 
tion  had  been  made  on  this  account,  to  printing 
an  extra  number  of  the  message. 

The  Senator  seemed  to  think  they  were  un- 
kind to  the  President  in  expressing  the  opinion 
that  he  might  have  returned  the  Bill.  Mr.  C 
would  solemnly  profess  his  belief  that  the  bill 
would  have  been  passed  by  the  constitu- 
tional majority;  and  these  were  subjects  which 
led  to  this  belief,  which  he  thought  would  have 


finding  the  argument"  What  did  Mr.  Madison 
with  the  bonus  bill?  That  bill  was  sent  to  him 
on  the  3d  of  March,  and  notwithstanding  the 
lateness  of  the  time,  he  returned  it  to  Congress 
with  an  argument  against  it.  By  not  returning 
the  present  bill,  the  President  had  defeated  the 
purpose  of  Congress.  The  withholding  it  was 
equal  to  vetoing  it.  He  (Mr.  C)  was  of  opinion 
that  the  President  ought  to  have  time  allowed 
him  for  the  consideration  of  bills,  but  the  period 
often  days  was  not  applicable  to  a  short  session. 
If  the  matter  were  examined,  it  would  be  found 
that  all  bills  of  this  kind  had  been  passed  on  the 
2d  of  March.  He  was  sorry  that  the  Senate  had 
been  drawn  into  an  argument  on  a  mere  question 
of  printing,  and  he  had  not  thought  that  gentle- 
man would  have  feared  to  encounter  any  paper 
which  could  have  been  drawn  out  by  the  Com- 
mittee  on    Public   Lands    in  reply  to  the     Veto 


satisfied  the  gentleman,  that  even  in  this  body  I  Message,  during  a  session  of  such  unexampled 
there  would  have  been  a  majority  of  two-thirds; labour  as  the  present.  One  of  the  honorable 
in  favor  of  the  bill.  It  was  passed  in  the  other  j  Senators  from  Alabama  had  displayed  a  liberal- 
House  by  more  than  two-thirds,  and  if  ithadity  which  was  worthy  of  him,  and  what  he 
been  returned  Mr.  C.  felt  an  entire  conviction  hoped  would  be  followed  by  that  gentleman's 
that  it  would  have  been  passed  by  the  con-  colleague.  He  hoped  too,  that  even  the  honor- 
stitutional  majority  in  both  Houses.  He  did  able  Senator  from  Georgia  would  not  hesitate  to 
not  hold  that  when  they  were  legislating  for  the  imitate  that  liberality  which  had  alway3  been 
country,  they  should  be  al  ways  rigid  in  requiring  evinced  by  those  on  his  (Mr.  C's)  side  of  the 
proof;  they  must  often  go  on  belief;  and  acting nHouse,  notwithstanding  their  misfortunes. 
in  conformity  with  this  rule,  he  would  state  an-j  Mr.  FORSYTH  said  he  should  not  be  very 
other  thing.  The  President  was  understood  to  liberal  if  he  followed  the  example  recommended 
have  come  down  to  the  Capitol  on  the  last  by  the  Senator/rom  Ky.  A^document  was  sent 
evening  of  the  session,  and  to  have  been  in  an  |  here  the  other  day  which  an  hon.  Senator  wished 
adjacent  room,  receiving  and  signing  bills;  and!  to  have  printed,  and  it  had  been  laid  on  the  tabla, 
when  this  bill  was  presented,  he  had  before  be- j  (where  it  still  remained,)  on  motion  of  the  Sen- 
lieved  it  would  come,    and  had  a  veto  Message  ator  from  Ky.     He  (Mr.  F.)  and  others  were  not 


with  his  objections,  to  present  in  case  it  should 
pass.  There  was  a  clause  in  the  bill,  specifying 
that  the  money  should  be  appropriated  to  inter- 
nal improvement,  education  and  colonization, 
and  Mr.  C  with  regret,  had  consented  to  have 
that  clause  stricken  out,  which  had  been  done 
in  the  House,  and  the  amendment  had  been 
agreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

The  veto  was  aimed  directly  at  that  clause, 
aud  therefore,  the  President  did  not  send  it  in. 
If  Mr.  C.  were  called  on  for  strict  proof  of  all 
this,  such  as  would  be  required  in  a  court  of 
justice,  on  a  criminal  trial,  he  could  not  furnish 
it;  but  the  testimony  was  such  that  he  believed 
it  to  be  true. 

As  to  the  bill  itself,  it  had  passed  the  Senate 


afraid  of  the  paper,  they  were  only  anxious  that 
they  should  not  be  regarded  as  approving  this  re- 
port. The  hon.  Senator  from  Ky  had  said  he  believ- 
ed that  if  the  bill  had  been  returned,  a  constitution- 
al majority  would  have  been  found  to  have  pass- 
ed it  into  a  law.  The  hon.  Senator  must  be  very 
credulous;  let  him  consult  the  ayes  and  noes 
upon  the  bill  recorded  in  the  journals.  [Mr. 
F.  here  read  the  ayes  and  noes,  and  continued.  ] 
These  individuals  were  made  of  "sterner  stuff" 
than  to  have  changed  their  opinions  upon  the 
occasion  alluded  to.  He  would  like  the  hon. 
Senator  to  pick  out  from  the  liet  he  had  read.fi ve 
individuals  who  would  so  have  changed:  and 
such  a  change  would  have  been  necessary  to 
have  constituted  the  majority  of  which  the  hon. 
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Senator  had  spoken.  The  Senator  from  K y.  1  law— then  the  bill  was  now  a  law.  These  were 
had  also  said,  he  bettered  the  President  bad  a  I  the  consequences. 

veto  in  his  pocket  for  thi  i  bill  at  the  time  it  was  i  The  honorable  Senator  from  Georgia  had 
«ent  to  him.  If  the  boo.  Senator  eoold  believe.  «aid,  that  if  a  majority  of  two-thirds  could  bare 
despite  die  evidence  of  the  ayes  and  noes  in  the  been  got  last  session,  the  same  t «  o- thirds  might 
journal,  that  a  constitutional  majority  eoold  bare  I  be  obtained-  at  the  present.    There  had  been 


been  attained,  if  the  bill  had  beea  returned  by  the  too  many  changes  in  the  Senate  since  that  i 
President,  he  /  Mr.  F. )  was  not  surprised  at  the  *  — members  who  were  in  favor  of  the  bill  bad 
belief  he  expressed  in  this  other  particular-  But  been  succeeded  by  members  wb«  •roold  not 
even  if  the  Senator's  belief  were  correct  in  this  T0te  fit 

respect,  what  was  the  met?     Why  that  the  Pre-        j|r.  SHEPLEY  moved  to  amend  the  motion 
sident  had  intended  to  do  the  very  thing  that  the '  to  print,  by  strikiHgoot ' 


hen.  Senator  said  ought  to  have  been  done,  viz:   and  inserting  ,:the  like  noinber  as  was  printed 


to  return  the  bill  to  Congress.  An  amendment 
however  had  been  made  to  the  bill,  which  chan- 
ged its  character — it  bad  pat  on  a  different  form, 


of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Til  miry, 
of  December,  1*3 

Mr.  CLAY  declared  that  the  motion  was  not 


aad  the  President  had  not  time  to  prepare  a  new  ;n  order. 

message  in  reply  to  the  bill  as  it  then  stood.       The  CHAIR  observed  that  H  was  the  place 


One  word  as  to  the  injustice  said  to  have  been '  of  the  Chair  to  state  when  a  motion  was  out  of 
committed  towards  the  country  in  withholding  c 

this  bill-  Whose  taah  was  it  that  the  bill  had  The  question  on  printing  was  then  pat,  aad 
•  aot  beea  letumed ?  Why  had  not  Senator's ;  agreed  to  bv  the  following  vote, 
passed  the  bill  at  sorb  an  early  period  that  the  Via*— Messrs  Bell,  Black,  Calhoun,  Cham- 
President  eoold  aot  hare  acted  in  the  manner  of  bers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewinjr,  Frefcngnayseii, 
which  they  eonipbuBeri*  Th*  President  had  but  Hendricki  Kent,'  Knight,  Leigh,  I  inn,  McKean, 
postponed  the  decision;  the  power  of  Ma.' gum,   Moore,  Xaodiain,  Poindeiter,    for 

was  unaltered,  if  gentlemen  thought  they  had  a  ter,  Prentiss  Preston,  Robbina,  Shepley,  Sils- 
majotity  oftwo-thnds,  what  was  to  prevent  them  bee,  Smith,  Soothard,  Sprague,  Tipton,  Tom 
fiom  oomg  it  now.    If  a  cunstOOtioail  majority  Unson,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  Webster,  3*. 


was  here  then,  it  was  here  now.    fat  the  other       Nats—  Messrs.  Benton,B*owa,  Forsyth^k*n> 

II so st  the  present  Congress  bad  beea-  appointed  dy,  Hill,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia, 

under  the  new  census:  they  now  represented  the  White,  Wright,  9. 

people.     This,  sorely,  gentlemen  most  regard  -0LUTIOMS. 

as  aa  advantage.      They  certainly  would  not       The  foilowinsr  resolutions  were  submitted  b . 

wish  to  prevent  the  people's  voice  from  being  Mr.  SOUTHARD. 

heard  upon  this   great  question.     Suppose  by       Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 


fasniRj  a  twatJUtulamilaarjotn^- eoold  have  been  be  directed  to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  the 
procured,  was  there  any  man  whs  respected  the  weekly  and  monthly  reports  and  statements  of 
fcnilsaaruTil  principles  apsa  which  this  Govern-  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  aad  also  those  of 
•sent  was  based,  who  would  not  regret  the  pas-  the  Banks,  which  hare  beea  selected  as  places 


sage  of  the  bill  under  such  circumstances.  If  of  depoake  for  the  pobfic  moneys,  which  have 
this  had  beea  done  what  would  hare  been  the  been  received  at  the  Treasury  Department 
case?  Whv  the  act  though  it  might  afterwards  t  since  the  first  dav  of  Febr^nr  last,  and  that  be 
have  been  condemned  by  the  people,  eoold  not  be  further  directed  to  i  iimmin'ii  He  to  the  Sen- 
nas beea  retated  without  the  consent  of  a  major-  »e  such  reports  aad  statements  of  said  boohs 
ity  of  the  Senate  as  at  present  constituted.  which  he  shall  hereafter  receive,  as  soon  as  con- 

'  Mr.  PRESTON  sakl  a  few  words  which  were  venrently  may  be,  after  the  same  shaB  have  been 
almost  inaudible  to  the  reporter.  We  under-  received- 
stood  him  to  my,  that  as  the  question  was  me7e-  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  oa  Fiona rr  be 
ry  oa  printing  be  would  aot  now  give  an  opjn-  directed  to  inquire  whether  any,  sad  which,  of 
ion;  and  he  arose  merely  for  the  purpose  of  ds-  the  banks  selected  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
claiming,  that  the  vote  which  was  given  la*  Treasury  for  the  depotnte  of  the  pubBc  money » 
oa  the  same  bill,  should  influence  the  have  stopped  payment— the  amount  of  pobfic 
.  -   :i    :,t     -..:--=.-       -        t     ~t:t-    -       -    ,  -_--    »  --  :     -        ---    ■--  .-:.=■     \   -.: 


comst.  which  he  would  pot  mi  oa  the  present  moneys  deposited  in  them  at  the 

in.  suspension,  if  they  inquire  also  into 


Mr.  CLAY  mid,  with  respect  to  the  ares  and  the  circumstances  jtti.  odoag  their  i 
aces  referred  to  on  the  bill  Ia-»t  session,  it  w wild  the  seeuritv  taken  by  the  Secretary— and  wheth- 
he  recollected  that  same  Seaators  were  absent,  er  the  pobfic  moneys  are   safe  ia  the  places 
who,  »T  they  hoi  beea  present  might  hare  aU  where  ther  are  aow  depooJets— aad  that  tbe> 
tered  the  vote.      But,  to  uke  the  gentlemaaV  hare  leave  to  send  for  persona  aad  papers 
isiaii  i   as  to  ten  days  be  said  K  would  be       Bv  Mr.  WEBSTER, 

competent  to  the  new  President  to  act  with  n       Restive*,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaau- 
tea  days.    Then  the  President  might  have  act-  ry  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  an 


ed  oa  it,  sad  ought  to  have  dome  so.     Another 


would  be,  if  the  tea  daTs  were  to  Stakes,  m   1839.  1830,  or  1831,  on  the  subject 


the  cessation 
Congress  aad  the  presidential  term, 

:tr::e:     *nj    « 


af  the  Attorney   G^nerai  of  the  Darned 


;:'.-■--  :■■-.  ■■■.-■:-■-.:  \\~  :.:-  i     :"      -  -  - 

be  onalcor  oa  record ,  in  the  Depart 
meat  of  the  Trtamry 
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By  Mr.  TOMLINSON, 
Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di 
rected  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  the  report 
of  the  officer  designated,  under  the  act  of  March 
2,  1829,  to  survey  Norwalk  harbor,  with  a  view 
to  its  improvement. 

,  Mr.  FliELINGHUYSEN  rgave  notice  that 
he  should,  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  submit  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  'the  Senate 
be  directed  to  procure  thirteen  copies  of  the 
American  State  Papers,  now  in  the  course  of 
publication  by  Messrs.  Gales  &  Seaton,  for  the 
use  of  such  members  of  the  Senate  as  are  not 
now  entitled  to  them. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
James  Buchanan,  a  purser  in  the  navy> 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Executor  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Smith,  late  of  the  marine 
corps; 

And  moved  that  the  committee  be  discharged 
from  ths  further  consideration  of  the  petition 
of  Josiah  Hopkins;  which  was  agreed  to, 

Mr.  TOMLINSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Moses 
Archer.  The  report  accompanying  it  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  AfTairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Com.  John  Rodgers,  of  the  U.  9.  Navy.  The 
report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SILSBEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, relative  to  drawbacks  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  Select  Committee, 
reported  a  bill,  with  an  amendment,  for  the  ad- 
mission of  Michigan  and  Arkansas  Territories 
into  the  Union. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Mann.  The 
report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Re- 
volutionary Claims,  made  unfavorable  reports 
upon  the  petitions  of  Col.  George  Gibson,  Lieut. 
Gabriel  Green,  and  Wm.  Asher. 

The  reports  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SHKPLEY,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  the  following  bills  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  without  amendment. 

A  bill  for  the  reiief  of  Captain  Ephraim  Whita- 
ker. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  Minor,  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Dr.  Wm. 
Johonot. 

Mr.  SILSBEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 

merce,  on  the  petition  of Colliger,  made 

a  report,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  moved  that  when  the  Sen- 
ate adjourn,  it  adjourn  till  Monday. 

Mr.  POIND  EXTER  hoped  not?  the  Senate 
Avere  under  a  protest,  andfthe  sooner  they  got  rid 
of  it  the  better.  ' 

The  motion  to  adjourn  till  Monday,  was  nega- 
tived by  a  vote  of  17  to  21. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  »aid  it  was  necessary  to 


adopt  the  order,  in  regard  to  what  had  bet 
done  by  the  Senate  yesterday  in  secret  sessio: 
and  as  the  injunction  of  secrecy  had  been  r 
moved,  it  might  be  done  in  open  session.  B. 
would  ask  the  Secretary  to  read  it,  if  there  xn 
no  objection. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  objected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  Senal 
went  into  Executive  session,  and  afterwards  ac 
journed. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr.  ELISHA  WHITTLESEY,  from  th 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  unfavorable  re 
ports  on  the  cases  of  James  Elder  and  Lev 
Binney;  which  reports  were  ordered  to  be  laii 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  P.  WHITE,  from  th 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  which  was  re 
ferred  the  bill  (No.  198)  for  the  relief  of  Gae 
tano  Carusi,  reported  the  same  without  amend 
ment. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  committed  t< 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LANSING, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs be  discharged  from  the  further  considered 
tion  of  the  case  of  Commodore  James  Barror 
respecting  naval  signals;  also  from  the  casett 
of  Jacob  Barton  and  Jatrfes  Wamkook;  and' 
that  the  said  cases  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  of  New  York,  from  the  Com-, 
mittee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  made  reports  or; 
the  cases  of  William  Baden  and  James  Har« 
rington,  accompanied  by  a  bill  (No.  )  grant- 
ing pensions  to  said  Baden  and  Harrington? 
which  bill  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,i 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wholel! 
House  to-morrow. 

The  House,  by  consent,  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution  moved  by  Mr/ 
.lAnvis  on  the  18th  of  April,  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  investijate  the  situa-. 
tion  of  certain  banks  in  the  District  of  Column 
bia. 

The  question  recurred,  that  the  House  do 
agree  to  the  resolution  as  modified  on  the  22d 
of  April. 

And  after  debate,  the  hour  expired;  and  the 
House,  on  motion,  passed  to  the  orders  of  the 
day  and  the  business  on  the  Speaker's  table. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  com- 
municating an  answer  to  the  call  of  the  House 
of  the  30th  of  April,  ultimo,  for  the  copy  of  a 
communication  from  Charles  Ellet,  jr.,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, on  the  subject  of  the  contemplated 
bridge  across  the  Potomac;  which  letter  was 
read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

A  message  in  writing  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  by  Mr.  Donel- 
son ,  his  private  Secretary,  which  he  delivered 
in  at  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  Donelson  also  notified  the  House  that 
the  President  did,  on  the  1st  instant  of  May, 
approve  and  sign — 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  S.  Ander- 
son. 


fry  3.]        

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "  An 
lCt  for  the  relief  of  Garrietiey  Flanjac,  of. Lou- 
siana,"  approved  on  the  20th  of  May, ,1826. 

\n  act  for  the  relief  of  John  L.  Lobdell. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  James  Morrison,  deceased. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Whitford  Gill. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  a  register  to 
the  Brig  America,  of  Savannah. 
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tion  was  reversed,  and  their  prospects  blasted, 
as  would  appear  from  the  memorial.  He  moved 
that  it  be  read,  referred,  and  printed  with  the 
signatures. 

The  memorial  was  then  read. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  he  had  heard  a  great 
deal  about  distress  in  the  country?  reports  of  it 
were  m*de  in  memorials  every  day;  and  gen- 
tlemen, by  their  speeches  every  morning.  '' 


had 

e  Brig  Amer'ca'°*XT5^'reaulatine   the  Icalled'th'e  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  great 

J*  SJ  ^^UEfSa  t  distress.     Now,  fact,  would  show  how  correct 


United  States,  was  road  the  third  time,  and  the 
question  was  stated,  that  the  said  bill  do  pass. 

And  after  debate  it  was, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILOE, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  there- 
of be  postponed  until  Tuesday  next,  the  6th  ot 
Mav  instant.  .  . 

The  rule  setting  apart  Tuesday  (this  day)  tor 
the  consideration  of  private  business,  being  sus- 
pended for  the  pirpose, 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  the  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Speaker  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Hubbard 
reported  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  the  state  of  the  Union  generally  un- 
der consideration,  and  particularly  the  bill 
(No.  283)  making  appropriations  for  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  Government  for  the 
year  1834,  which  bill  he  was  directed  to  report 
to  the  House  with  sundry  amendments. 

The  message  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  received  this  day,  was  then  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  message  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Attars. 

On  motion,  of  Mr.  PINCKNEY , 

Ordered,  That  when  this  House  shall  adjourn 
to-day,  it  will  adjourn  to  meet  again  on  Mon- 
day next  the  5th  instant. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  until  Mon- 
day next,  11  o'clock  A.  M. 

SENATE. 
Saturday,  Mat  3,   1834. 
Mr.  SILSBEE  <aid,   be  had  been  requested 
to  present  a  mem' rial  from  a  district  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  New  Bedford ,  Mas*.,  comprising  th 
I  towns  of  New    B-of..rd,    Fair  Haven,    Dart- 
mouth,  (and  another  town. )    It  was  signed  by 
.  more  than  1800   persons,  and  by  men  of  the 
i  first    intell  gence,    who   expressed,    in    strong 
'  terms,  their  disapprobation   of  the  course  pu  • 
sued  in  regard  to  the  Uni'ed  States  Bank  ;  snd 
;  declared  their  entin  onviction,  that  the  snff\i- 
ings  inflicted  upon  th.  m  had  arisen  mainly  fmm 
the  removal  of  th-  public  dicosites;   and  the> 
asked  that  i  he  dep> -sites  might  be  restored,  am: 


the 


>  t  bank  rechartered.  They  stated  tha*.  th<s 
district  whs  principally  concerned  in  shipping, 
on  the  business  of  which  a  great  many  mer- 
chants and  laborers  were  dependent  They 
were  mainlv  engaged  in  fishh  g,  and  there  were 
more  vessels  from  New  Bedford  engaged  in  this 
employment,  thin  from  any  port  in  this  or  any 
other  nation.     For  seven  years,   they  had  en- 


these  statements  were.     He  would  be  glad  if 
the  gentleman  would  tell  him  the  price  of  oil. 

Mr.  SILSB.EE,  after  some  remarks  (scarcely 
heard)  about'  the  charge  of  his  tukmg  up  ihe 
time  of  the  Senate  by  speeches,  said  that  the 
price  of  oil  was  now  from  70  to  75  cents  pet- 
gallon,  and  tanners'  oil  from  30  to  40  cents. 
Mr  FORSYTH  said,  the  ordinary  pice? 
The  ordinary  price,  Mr.  SILSBEE  sai i,  was 
from  92  to  110  c?n»s.  But  it  v  as  not  the  price 
of  oil  which  bore  heaviest  upon  them.  Then- 
business  related  to  shipping  and  the  objects  of 
shipping.  They  had  no  profits  except  such  as 
were  derived  from  ships  and  the  capi  al  em- 
ployed in  using  them;  and  if  regard  *  ere  had 
to  the  price  of  this  kind  of  property,  it  had  de- 
pressed in  seven  months  more  than  2a  per 
cent.  Mr.  S.  would  sell  his  stock  of  thi*  kind 
for  334  per  cent,  less  than  he  would  have  done* 
seven  months  ago.  But  in  relation  to  the  effect 
of  the  Executive  measures,  on  the  people  of 
New  Bedford,  it  was  known  that  they  had  suf- 
fered much  more  than  those  of  any  other  place 
on  these»-borrd. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  did  not  charge  the  Senator 
with  occupying  much  time;  it  was  a  general 
ch  irge.  New  Bedford  might  be  affected  by 
the  Executive  measures,  but  the  Senator  had 
told  us,  that  the  article  in  which  they  were 
chiefly  concerned,  bore  about  the  ordinary 
price.  (Mr.  S.  put  Mr.  F  right  on  this  point.) 
Mr.  F's  experience  taught  him,  that  from  70  to 
75  cents  for  oil,  was  a  fair  living  price,  to  sup- 
port the  sailors  of  the  United  States.  The 
Senator  had  said  that  the  value  of  shipping  had 
fallen  25  per  cent.  The  returns,  Mr.  F.  sa:d, 
must  be  therefore  greater.  (He  said  not  how. ) 
Without  professing  to  know  much  about  it,  he 
would  say  that  this,  like  the  other  petitions,  was 
not  founded  in  fact.  The  distress  was  got  up 
for  the  occasion,  and  the  heaviest  cry  of  dis- 
tress came  from  Bait  more;  but  all  the  objects 
of  commerce  in  that  place  bore  a  very  good 
price.  (Mr.  F.  read  a  Baltimore  price  current.) 
^r.  F.  hoped  the  honorable  gentleman  would 
look  at  the  price  current  when  memorials  were 
sent  here.  He  would  not  deny  that  there  was 
a  pressure  on  these  engaged  in  business;  but 
he  would  deny  that  there  was  any  distress 
on  the  industry  of  the  community.       . 

Mr.  SILSBEE  made  some  remarks,  imper- 
fectly heard,  on  the  price  of  flour.  He  again 
insisted  that  the  average  price  of  oil  and  other 
ar-icles,  had  lallen  very  much,  and  that  busi- 
ness was  very  greatly  broken  up. 

As  to  the  doctrine  of  the  honorable  Senator 


ioved  more  prosperity  than  any  other  seaport       As  to  the  doctrine  oi  tor  ■iuiiutoh.:  «*»'"» 
more  j -osper,^  ^  jr   ^  ^[^  ^^  thal  what  inJured  xhe  merchant, 
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had  a  tendency  to  benefit  the  seamen,  he  could 
only  say  that  such  a  doctrine  was  to  him  a  per- 
fectly novel  one. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  that  of  all  the  topics 
the  Senator  from  Georgia  could  have  chosen  in 
support  of  his  assertion,  that  there  was  no  real 
suffering'  in   the   community--no  depression  in 
any  of  the  great  branches  of  national  industry; 
the  topic  that  he  had 'adopted  was  the  mostun- 
fortunate  for  his  purpose.      None  of  the  great 
interests  of  the  country  had  felt  so  severely  the 
blow,  which  had  recently  been  inflicted,  as  the 
whale  fishery.     The  cause  of  this,  too,  was  en 
tirely  obvious.     The  individuals  engaged  in  the 
fishery  could  give  most  satisfactory  information 
»>n   this  head  to  the  honorable  Senator.     The 
slightest  reference,  to  the  manner  in  which  this 
great  branch  of  national  industry  was  carried  o'i, 
would  be  sufficient  to  show  the   way  in  which 
the  present   memorialist  had  been  affected  b\ 
the  act  of  the  Executive;  and  how  this  interest, 
more  than  any  other,  was  likely  to  be  influenced 
by   any   derangement   of  the  currency.     The 
whale  fishery  was  a  business  in  which  long  ecrd- 
its  were  requ  red;  half  a  dozen   European  voy- 
ages might  be  mule  during   the   period  which 
intervened  between  the  outlay  and  the  return  of 
one  whale  ship.      This  fishery,  if  not  wholly 
confined  to  Nantucket,  and  New  Be  tford,  was 
carried  on  there  to  a  greater  extent  than  in  any 
other  place;  it  was  the  sole  business  of  the  in- 
habi'ants.      There  had  been  times,  when  the 
single  island   of  Nantucket   had   no  less  than 
from  seventy  to  eighty  large  vessels  engaged  in 
this  trade.      New  Bedford  had  now  grown  up, 
and  competed  with  Nantucket;  was  as  success- 
ful, perhaps  wenta'iead,  of  the  latter  place:  and 
he  would  say,   that   if  there   were  any  places 
connected  with  the  sea  which  manifested  more 
enterprise  and  industry  than  others,  these  were 
those  places.     It  had   been  the  youthful  fancy 
of  all   to  read  the  eulogium  passed  by  Burke 
upon  these  Nantucket  fishermen;  and  yet,  at 
the  time  of  the  passing  of  that  eulogium,  titeir 
enterprise,   either  in  extent  of  tonnage  or  the 
extent  of  latitude   and   longitude  over  which 
their  ships  swept,   was  trifling  compared  wi'h 
what  it  was  at  the  present  moment.     At  that 
period  no  American  fishing  vessel  had  doubled 
Cape  Horn;  the  harpoon  of  the  American  fish- 
erman  had  never  at  that  time  pursued  the  sper- 
maciti    whale    beyond  the  cape.      The  whale 
fishery  had  suffered  much  during  the  war;  150 
vessels  had  been  destroyed  during  the  revolu 
tionary  contest;  and  an  interest  still  more  valu- 
able, had  been   destroyed  during  the  hte  war. 
From  the  first  and  second  annihilation,  however, 
they   had  recovered.    The  market  was  some- 
times  a  little   overstocked  in  consequence  of 
enterprise  having  been  excited,  and  similar  ob- 
jects pursued  in  other  parts  of  the  country.     A 
rivalry  had  also  been  attempted  in  other  coun- 
tries;  shoots  of  this   stock  had  taken  root  in 
France  and  England.     Hitherto,  however,  un- 
der a  good  Government,  and  the  facilities  until 
now  afforded,    no   European  competition  had 
been  able  to  check  the  success  of  these  Nan- 
tucket and   New  Bedford  whale  fishers.     The 


case  was  now  becoming  altered;  they  had  me 
with  nothing  since  the  war  so  completely  de- 
structive of  all   their   operations  as  the  shock 
which  had  been  so  recently  given  to  the  system 
if  credit.     What  were  they  to  do?     They  lived 
iy  credit;  and  hence  it  was,  that  among  the  first 
nemorials  which    Congress  had  received  upon 
his  subject,  were  those  of  the  banks,  seven  or: 
'ight  in   number,    of  New  Bedford.     For  this  \ 
eason   there  had    been    more  failures  in  New 
Bedford  than  any  where  elss.     The  number  of 
"ailures  two  months  ago  in  that  place  was  thirty 
>r  forty;  there  were  now  double  that  number. 
[Mr.  Robbins  said  sixty.]     These  houses  were 
ill  supposed  to   be  firm,  and   were  so  if  time 
were  allowed  them;  but  their  means  were  not 
immediately  available;  their   resources  were  in 
he  great  deep — beyond  the  capes.     They  were 
lecessarily  indebted  to  the  local  banks  (not  to 
he  bank  of  the  United  States,)  and  they  com- 
plained that  the  warfare  which  had  beencarried  1 
an  against  the   bank  had  shaken   the  credit  of  I 
ill  banks,  and  prevented  the  extension  of  those 
facilities  whiih  hid  been  previously   afforded. 
With  respect  to   the  price  of  commodity  his  i 
colleague  was  be'ter  able  to  speak  thin  himself; 
but  did  not  every  one  see  that  wh  n  accommo- 
dations could  not  be  offered;  when  the  means 
>f  the  trader  were  far  off,  and  when  liabilities 
must   notwithstanding   be  met,    that  a  state  of 
bankruptcy  must  inevitably  ensue?     The  whale 
ships,  were  large,  were  fitted  out  at  home,  and 
were  absent  two  or  three  years.     The  owners 
required  credit,  which  had  always  hitherto  been 
granted  and  profitably  used.     When,  therefore, 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Georgia,  cited  the 
whale  fishery  as  a  proof,  that  none  of  the  great 
branches  of    national   industry    were  suffering 
from  the   existing  state  of  things,  he  brought 
forward  that  which  was  least  of  all  calculated 
to  answer  his  purpose.     But,  sir,  continued  Mr. 
W.,  before  one  aspect  of  the  position  taken  by 
the  honorable  Senator  is  answered,  another  pre- 
sents itself.     A  neighbor  of  his,  the  other  day^ 
(Mr.  Brows,  of  N.  C.)  seemed  less  inclined  to^ 
deny  the  existence  of  distress  than  to  ascribe  it 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.     It  was  then 
sa*d,  that  the  monster  which  had  produced  such 
dis  ress  ought  to  be  put  down;  it  would  seem 
now,  however,  that  the  monster  had  only  given 
an  opportunity  to  the  people  of  raising  a  false 
clamor.     It   had  produced  no  real  distress^  for 
he  honorable  Senator  from  Georgia  said,  no  dis- 
tress existed.     The  honorable  Senator  had  also 
quoted  several  certain  commodities,  as  being  at 
their  usual   prices.      Things   necessary  to  the 
support  of  life,  said  Mr.  W.,  will  always  sustain 
their  price;  bread,  f>r  example,  would  always 
sell  as  long  as  a  man  had  money  to  buy  a  loaf, 
but  even  with  respect  to  articles  of  this  descrip- 
tion, the  last  quotations  from  New  Orleans,  left 
flour  at  $2  87.     I  should  like  to  know  how  the 
gentlemen  from  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi 
will  esteem  that  information.     Is  that  a  good 
price?     Take  the  middle  and  northern  States; 
wool,   that   great  staple,  was  now  20  per  cent, 
lower  than  it   was  last  year.    In   the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  100,000  cotton  spindles  were  idle; 
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and  to  those  already  mentioned  as  having  stop- 
ped in  New  England,  would  shortly  be  added 
many  others.  And  where  was  all  this  to  end? 
Gentlemen  expect  by  and  by  a  restoration  of 
prosperity,  and  they  look  for  this  restoration 
not  from  the  action  of  Government — but  seem 
to  expect  that  a  sort  of  miraculous  something 
will  remove  the  present  difficulties  without  the 
assistance  of  legislative  interference.  They 
were  told  that  a  decision  of  the  question  .was 
all  that   was   wanted;  that  when  that  had  been 

fftven,  all  distress  would  cease.  Well,  by  re- 
erence  to  the  journals,  it  would  be  seen,  that  a 
decision  had  taken  place;  that  it  had  been  set- 
tled by  a  majority  of  half  an  hundred  votes, 
that  the  bank  should  not  be  recha'tered.  By 
knowing  that  it  was  resolved  that  the  deposites 
were  not  to  be  restored,  the  weight  of  the  in- 
convenience, it  was  said,  would  be  diminished 

The  decision  of  one  branch  of  the  legislature 
had  been  made  known — the  decision  of  the 
other  might  be  anticipated  so  far  as,  in  some 
measure,  to  settle  the  country.  Was  the  coun- 
try settled,  or  was  there  any  approach  towards 
that  settling  of  the  affairs  of  the  country  which 
was  expected  ?  The  country  was  farther  from 
it  than  ever.  It  was  not  in  human  power  to  re- 
concile national  power  with  the  loss  of  national 
credit,  or  national  good  feeling  with  the  convic- 
tion thatthe  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  country 
were  violated.  These  were  differences  which  no 
man  could  reconcile.  Whatever  the  prices  cur- 
rent showed,  as  to  the  prices  of  articles  necessary 
for  the  sustenance  of  human  life,  they  also  show- 
the  loss  of  business;  and,  if  the  restoration  were 
to  take  place  to-day,  we  have  least  a  year  in 
our  onward  progress.  It  was  easy  to  shake 
credit  and  confidence,  any  one  might  do  it; 
but  to  re  establish  credit,  and  reinstate  confi- 
dence, required  skill,  and  prudence,  and  dis- 
cretion, and  wisdom;  and  when  these  requi- 
sites would  come  to  the  Government,  God  above 
only  knew. 

Mr.FORSYTH  did  not  deny  that  there  was 
distress  in  the  community,  arising  to  persons 
whose  business  had  suddenly  stopped  for  the 
want  of  accommodation  ;  but  what  he  stated 
was,  that  there  was  no  lack  of  prices  for  pro- 
duce. The  prices  current  showed  that  the 
prices  were  higher  now  than  they  were  last 
year ,  and  higher  than  they  were  at  the  period 
which  was  referred  to  by  the  Senator,  when 
the  country  was  desciibed  as  overflowing  with 
prosperity.  This  evidence  did  not  rest  upon 
the  authority  of  one  price  current  only,  but 
upon  that  of  all  prices  current.  Here  Mr.  F. 
read  a  price  current  of  the  20th  ultimo;  which 
showed  that  flour,  fish,  grains,  Sic,  bore  as  high 
prices  as  usual ;  and  that  the  various  articles 
were  in  demand,  and  sugar  likewise.  The  hon- 
orable gentleman  had  said,  that  the  prices  of 
the  necessaries  of  life  were  high,  because  they 
must  have  them,  and  that  they  would  not  fill 
while  they  could  be  bought.  This,  as  far  as  he 
could  examine,  was  the  standard  of  the  other 
products  of  the  United  States. 

The  Senator  must  be  mistaken  as  to  what  he 
(Mr.  F.)  had  said  as  to  New  Bedford.  No  doubt 


people  had  failed;  but  what  he  said  was  this: 
that  if  the  principal  articles  of  sustenance  bear 
their  price,  there  cannot  be  distress.  The  gen- 
tleman had  said  truly  as  to  the  ability  of  ihe 
people  of  New  Bedford  to  compete  with  others; 
for  so  far  as  regarded  personal  skill,  industry, 
and  courage,  the  people  of  New  England  stand 
unrivalled  before  the  world.  The  difficulty 
had  been  in  the  expense  of  the  outfit  Now  if 
the  vessels  were  cheaper  here,  did  not  the  gen- 
tleman see  that  they  enjoyed  an  advantage  over 
other  places  from  that  circumstance  ?  But  there 
was  a  want  of  credit.  There  was  plenty  of  capi« 
tal  in  the  country,  and  if  the  persons  engaged 
in  the  trade  would  only  ascertain  that  the  trade 
could  be  profitably  carried  on,  he  would  engage 
to  supply  capital  to  those  who  would  engage  in 
it.  But  his  remarks  applied  to  the  sailors,  not 
to  the  capitalists.  In  enterprises  of  this  sort 
people  clubbed  together  their  little  capitals, 
fitted  out  a  ship  and  sent  her  on  her  voyage; 
and,  it  appeared,  thatthe  returns  brought  equal 
prices.  Where  was  the  difficulty  of  acquiring 
a  fortune,  where  investments  could  be  made  at 
twenty-five  per  cent,  less  expense  than  else- 
where? 

The  Senator  had  referred  to  a  prediction  on 
that  side  of  the  House,  that  things  would  take 
their  natural  course.  The  vote  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  would  tell  the  result.  But,  said 
Mr.  F.,  can  we  be  blind  to  the  intention?  What 
is  the  meaning  of  all  the  memorials  which  are 
presented  here  day  after  day?  It  is  to  keep  the 
country  unsettled  until  the  question  of  the  pub- 
lic will  shall  be  settled  in  a  particular  way. — 
But  tney  have  entered  into  the  arena  with  the 
House  of  Representatives  before  the  people, 
and  would  agitate  until  the  people  became  tired 
of  it.  But  what  we  foretold  has  been  settled  so 
far.  Is  not  the  money  market  in  a  more  settled 
state  than  it  was  when  we  began  ? 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  he  was  happy  to  per- 
ceive the  Senator  from  Georgia  was  directing 
nis  attention  to  the  market  prices  of  agricultu- 
ral products.  It  was  just  now  a  subject  of  in- 
terest and  a  source  of  instruction.  Coming  from 
a  State  of  which  wheat,  corn,  and  tobacco,  are 
the  great  staples,  and  being  an  agriculturalist 
himself,  engaged  in  rearing  and  selling  wheat, 
and  corn,  he  would  venture  to  tender  a  little  aid 
to  the  Senator  in  his  new  study.  The  article 
of  prime  wheat  noticed  in  the  Senator's  price 
current,  is  regulated  by  the  price  of  "family 
flour"  manufactured  at  the  «'city  mills."  The 
farmers  of  Maryland  reverse  the  rule  of  "sell- 
ing the  best  and  using  the  worst;"  they  con- 
sume their  family  flour  at  home,  and  although  of 
a  higher  price  than  superfine  flour,  it  bears  a 
regular  proportion  to  it  in  value.  The  Howard 
street  flour  is  for  exportation,  and  its  value  de- 
pends upon  the  foreign  demand  and  price. 
Now,  sir,  the  price  of  flour  has  not  borne,  nor 
does  it  now  bear,  a  price  proportionate  to  the 
foreign  price,  without  any  such  decline  abroad, 
its  price  here;  had  sunk  below  all  just  expecta- 
tion entertained  by  any  dealer  who  consulted 
the  ordinary  causes  affecting  its  value.  It  could 
only  be  the  result  of  the  deranged  state  of  the 
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commercial  community.  It  was  now  rising 
said  the  Senator's  price  current.  It  is  at  a  bet- 
ter price  now  than  it  has  been,  because  there  is 
very  little  of  it  in  market,  yet  it  is  still  much 
below  the  fair  price;  and  much  below  what  it 
was  last  fall.  Wheat,  in  like  manner,  has  risen 
in  price  at  Baltimore,  and  the  Senator's  own  pa- 
per, if  he  will  read  all,  will  tell  him  the  reason 
"the  city  mills  are  without  wheat  to  occupy 
them  in  work."  The  mill  idle,  and  yet  the 
price  less  than  it  was  last  fall. 

Tobacco  also  is  regulated  by  the  demand  and 
price  abroad,  and  while  the  foreign  price  had 
increased,  the  price  at  home  had  diminished. 
Payments  for  tobacco  and  flour  were  made  by 
the  foreign  purchaser  in  bills  of  exchange,  and 
the  loss  on  these,  which  of  itself  was  a  fair  pro- 
fit to  the  trader  heretofore,  is  now  to  be  added 
to  the  diminution  in  the  nominal  prices. 

Corn  was  used  in  the  country,  and  its  price 
was  regulated  chiefly  by  the  abundance  or 
scarcity  of  the  crop.  The  last  crop  was  a  short 
one;  and  when  gathered  last  fail  was  worth 
then,  sixty  cents  per  bushel.  The  estimated 
loss  in  bulk  and  destruction  by  k  eping  it  for 
the  market  of  the  following  summer  is,  from  15 
to  20  per  cent.  Yet  upon  this  the  "experi- 
ment" had  produced  its  blighting  influence, 
and  it  had  been  selling  at  a  much  lower  price. 
The  demand  from  our  Eastern  brethren  has 
now  lessened  the  stock  in  market,  and  it  had 
improved  again  alone  from  the  scarcity,  as  the 
Senator's  price  current  will  show.  It  says  at 
the  beginning  of  the  week  considerable  sup- 
plies were  received,  and  the  price  fell,  it  has 
again  risen,  and  is  now  55  and  56  cents  less 
than  it  was  last  fall,  and,  in  his  opinion,  less  by 
20  per  cent,  than  it  would  have  been  had  the 
Executive  kept  his  hands  off  the  business,  the 
currency,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 

Mr.  C.  said  the  Senator  had  informed  us  that 
the  greatest  distress  and  the  greatest  excitement 
are  witnessed  in  Baltimore.  That  both  distress 
and  excitement  exist  there  to  a  greater  extent, 
is  most  certain,  and  he  would  state  on  the  au- 
thority of  a  gentleman  altogether  as  respectable 
as  any  other  there  or  elsewhere,  that  the  em- 
barrassment wasgi'owing  worse,  and  as  an  evi- 
dence of  it,  would  state  on  his  own  information, 
that  within  a  very  few  days  several  hundred 
suits  on  mortgages  had  been  commenced  in 
the  courts  of  that  city. 

These  persons  who  give  mortgages  have 
"capital"  in  the  sense  of  the  Senator  from  Geor- 
gia, not  money  but  property. 

They  pledge  their  property  to  raise  money 
wherewith  to  conduct  their  business  operations, 
and  the  sudden  prostration  of  all  the  operations 
of  trade  in  every  department,  and  the  violent 
derangment  of  the  currency,  cuts  them  down  at 
a  blow,  and  their  property  must  be  sacrificed  to 
repay,  what  if  trade  and  the  currency  had  not 
been  assailed,  they  could  have  conveniently  re. 
paid  with  the  fair  profits  of  their  pursuics. 

Sir,  said  Mr ,  C-,  we  are  nearer  to  Baltimore, 
have  more  correspondence  with  its  citizens,  and 
see  and  hear  more  of  the  actual  state  of  feeling 
which  exists  there  than  elsewhere.  It  is  a  feeling 


wh'ch  it  becomes  those  in  power  to  regard,  and 
to  respect.  Will  the  Senator  from  Georgia  delib- 
erately look  to  these  evidences  of  public  senti- 
ment? Will  he  reflect  upon  the  possible  con- 
sequence? Will  he  deeply  and  soberly  consi- 
der how  far  a  conviction  of  a  wrong,  sense  of  op- 
pression, accompanied  all  the  agonies  of  pre- 
sent misery,  may  produce  results  which  every 
patriot  may  deplore?  How  far  is  this  mad  scheme 
to  be  pressed?  Can  nothing  arrest  it?  Will 
not  the  daily  increasing  demonstration  of  pub- 
lic sentiment,  the  daily  increasing  mischiefs,  the 
hourly  increasing  ruin  that  follow  in  its  train, 
put  an  end  to  it? 

He  called  on  the  Senator  and  those  who  acted 
with  him,  to  listen  to  the  voice  of  the  thousands 
who  invoked  their  aid,  and  not  to  endanger  the 
peace  and  the  safety  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Chambers  said  he  should  not  have 
risen  again,  but  that  the  manner  of  the  Senator 
from  Georgia,  left  a  possible  implication  that  he 
attributed  to  Senators  on  this  side,  and  particu- 
larly to  myself,  the  intention  to  produce  an  ex- 
citement which  would  end  in  punishment  and 
disgrace. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  disclaimed  any  such  mean* 
ing. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  he  was  quite  assured 
the  Senator  had  no  such  purpose,but  it  was  proper 
to  have  it  distinctly  so  understood.  He  profes- 
sed to  be  the  advocate  of  the  law  and  the  Con- 
stitution, and  no  man  would  more  deprecate  or 
discountenance  tumult  and  violence.  He  sug- 
gested it  as  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the 
Senator  from  Georgia,  whether  wh'le  censuring 
the  course  of  remark  indulged  by  others,  that 
Senator  himself,  and  those  acting  with  him,  had 
acted  with  the  most  single  aim  to  calm  and  sub- 
due the  excited  feeling  of  the  country  ;  whether 
such  language  as  had  been  used  by  them,  was 
not  calculated  to  provoke  a  spirit  not  the  most 
desirable.  An  individual  whose  feelings  are 
lacerated  and  wounded  by  a  conviction  of  un- 
provoked wrong,  was  not  in  the  best  temper  to  be 
scoffed  at  and  treated  with  harsh  names,  and 
the  same  impulses  governed  aggregate  masses  of 
individuals.  The  community  was  writhing  in 
an  agony  of  suffering,  and  despairing  of  other  re- 
ief,  come  here  to  declare  their  miserable  con 
dition,  and  implore  relief,  and  they  are  told 
their  petitions  are  "  senseless  cries,"  their  meet- 
ings are  called,  "  factions"  and  their  conduct 
"  almost  treasonable  "  Let  the  Senator  reflect 
on  this  matter  and  determine  whether  these  are 
proper  opiates  for  such  patients. 

Mr.  C.  was  pleased  to  have  it  in  his  power  to 
applaud  another  part  of  the  Senator's  remark, 
in  which  he  had  adverted  to  the  improper  at- 
tempt to  influence  the  debates  of  the  Senate  by 
expressions  of  applause,  or  censure  from  the 
gallery. 

The  not'ee  of  this  subject  was  not  only  just 
in  itself,  but.  well  timed.  He  was  not  awars 
that  it  had  been  encouraged  by  persons  in  au- 
thority, until  he  found  some  evidence  of  that 
fact  in  one  of  the  city  papers  yesterday.  An  in- 
dividual whose  connexion  with  the  President  as 
one  of  his  Cabinet  had  made  him  a  competent 
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witness,  and  whose  accuracy  he  believed  the. 
country  would  not  doubt,  had  informed  us  that 
the  editorial  paragraphs  in  the  official  paper  here 
are  not  always  the  mere  effusions  of  the  indi 
vidual  editor,  who  professes  to  write  tlu-m,  but 
that  they  some  times  convey  the  views  and  opin- 
ions of  "the  Government." 

Mr.  C.  here  read  from  the  Globe  of  yesterday, 
the  paragraph  which  pjjeaks  of  Mr  Grundy, 
who  is  said  to  have  had  both  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr 
Chambers  on  his  hands,  and  to  have  been  an 
over  match  for  both  of  tiiem,  as  appaared  from 
the  applause  of  the  Senate  and  "  the  gallery." 

Mr.  C.  said  he  was  very  far  from  denying  to  the 
distinguished  Senator  from  Tennessee  all  the  su- 
periority claimed  over  himself,  he  should  never 
be  so  presumptuous  as  to  contest  that  point,  but 
it  was  in  bad  taste  to  award  him  the  palm  of 
victory  on  the  decisioi  of  the  gallery.  He  hop 
ed  the  well  merited  rebuke,  administered  by  the 
Senator  from  Georgia,  would  silence  the  course 
of  the  official,  and  as  the  administration  gloried 
in  being  an  "unit,"  he  would  hope  there  would  be 
no  diversity  in  the  cabinet  on  this  matter,  and 
that  no  further  indirect  attempt  will  be  made  to 
elicit  from  the  gallery  a  verdict  upon  the  speech- 
es and  merits  of  members. 

Mr.  C.  while  referring  to  the  official  paper, 
would  congratulate  the  Senate  and  the  country 
upon  the  disclosure  made  in  an  editorial  para 
graph  this  morning.  It  was  altogether  in  better 
taste  and  better  temper,  as  it  exhibited  some 
symptoms  of  a  returning  sense  of  justice  to  the 
demands  of  the  people. 

Mr.  C.  here  read  a  paragraph  expressing  the 
expectation  that  the  President  would  nominate 
other  bank  directors,  in  place  of  those   rejected 

Mr.  C.  here  read  paragraphs  from  the  mes- 
sage, and  from  the  editorial  article,  and  contend 
ed  much  at  large  that  the  President  had  "back- 
ed out" — that  the  reason  assigned  for  it  in  the 
Globe,  was  a  mere  pretext  to  cover  his  retreat; 
and  that  it  demonstrated  to  the  nation  the  value 
and  importance  of  a  general  expression  of  public 
opinion,  which  he  did  not  doubt  was  the  true 
reason  of  the  proposed  change  of  position,  and 
which,  as  it  had  effected  a  change  in  the  coun- 
sels of  that  department  of  the  government,  sup- 
posed to  be  the  most  obstinately  inflexible,  the 
people  were  now  encouraged  to  hope,  would  ul- 
timately compel  those  in  authority  to  nbey  their 
wishes  and  administer  to  their  necessities. 

Mr.  POUTER  said,  that  he  was  very  sorry  he 
could  not  feel  the  satisfaction,  from  the  prices 
current  in  Baltimore,  which  the  gentleman  fn.m 
Georgia  wished  to  impart  to  him.  In  regard  to 
the  articles  of  produce,  in  which  Mr.  P.,  as  an 
agriculturist,  had  a  direct  interest,  he  felt  con 
vine  d  that  the  intelligence  communir-ated  could 
not,  and  ought  not,  to  gratify  him.  He  did  not 
think  his  honorable  friend  was  justified  in  refus- 
ing his  credence  to  the  statements  of  the  various 
memorials  which  had  been  presented  to  this 
body.  If  that  Senator  would  refiV-ct,  for  one 
moment,  he  would  see  that  among  the  numerous 
memorialist*  there  must  be,  there  were,  many 
men  of  as  great  honor,  and  of  as  perfect  truth, 
as  any  gentleman  in  this  body  or  elsewuere.-r- 


That  such  persons  were  incapable  of  stating 
falsehoods,  and  that  they  spoke  of  concerns  with 
which  they  were  well  acquainted,  and  which 
touched  their  interests,  their  prosperity,  and 
peace.  No  man  could  claim  more  justly  than 
the  hon.  Senator  a  ready  assent  to  any  thing  he 
might  state  on  his  own  knowledge;  and  he 
ought  to  extend  the  same  charity  to  others. — 
He  should  not  place  his  deductions,  from  facts 
drawn  from  a  price  current,  in  opposition  to  the 
positive  assertions  of  the  parties  interested. 

During  this  session  (said  Mr.  P.)  it  has  be- 
come my  duty,  in  conjunction  with  my  col- 
league, to  present  a  memorial  to  this  House, 
from  the  merchants  and  traders  of  New  Orleans, 
complaining  of  the  unfortunate  influence  of  the 
late  executive  measures  on  the  price  of  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  soil  brought  to  that  market  for  sale. 
Among  these  articles,  sugar  claims,  if  not  the 
first,  at  least  the  second  place,  and  it  was  em- 
braced in  the  statement  they  made.  Sir,  I  feel 
myself  required  to  re-assert  that  confidence,  in 
the  truth  of  the  statements  of  these  most  re- 
spectable persons,  which  1  originally  stated  on 
the  presentation  of  their  complaints.  I  do  not 
doubt  their  truth.  The  lion.  Senator  supposes 
he  sees  incorrectness  in  their  statement, by  com- 
paring the  prices  current  of  the  present  year 
with  those  of  1833.  But  this  is  quite  fallacious. 
The  prices  of  last  year  were  unusually  low,  a 
variety  of  circumstances  contributing  to  produce 
that  state  of  things.  None  of  these  causes  ex- 
isted this  season.  The  crip  in  Louisiana  was 
very  small.  The  product  of  the  West  Indies 
less  than  it  had  been  for  years,  and  the  supply 
in  the  United  States,  at  the  opening  of  the 
market,  actually  exhausted.  Every  tiling,  there- 
fore, conspired  to  raise  the  price  of  the  article, 
and  promised  a  fair  remuneration  for  our  labor. 
Does  the  hon.  Senator  ask  for  proof  of  this?  He 
will  find  it  in  the  fine  prices  at  which  the  mar- 
ket opened.  At  that  time  the  money  market  in 
New  Orleans  was  jn  a  regular  and  healthy  state, 
and  the  prices  continued  good  so  lung  as  that 
state  of  things  existed. 

The  moment  confidence  ceased,  sales  dimin- 
ished— prices  fell — the  article  became  a  drug, 
and  the  planer  saw  his  hopes  vanish.  It  appears 
to  me,  said  Mr.  P.,  that  this  fact  is  conclusive,  that 
the  present  value  of  sugar  was  due  to  the  do- 
ranorement  of  the  currency.  Else  why  was  it 
high  when  money  was  plenty,  and  low  when  it 
became  scarce  ?  But,  said  Mr.  P.,  he  had  other 
evidence,  and  as  the  honorable  Senator  distrust- 
ed the  statements  of  the  memorialists,  he  did  not 
know  but  he  might  have  some  misgivings  of  the 
correctness  of  his  (Mr.  P's)  assertions.  He 
would  therefore  read  that  evidence  to  the  Senate. 
It  was  from  a  house  largely  concerned  :n  the 
sugar  business. — They  write  me  in  these  terms: 

"The  import  of  sugar  continues  to  be  light, 
but  one  small  cargo  of  Porto  Rico,  since  the  last 
advices.  The  state  of  the  supply  in  an  ordinary 
Condition  of  our  money  affairs,  would  have  ena- 
bled us  to  realize  8i  a  9,  from  fair  to  prime  New 
Orleans,  but  a  very  short  stock  is  neutralized  by 
the  present  deficiency  in  the  circulating  medi- 
um," 
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Now  sir,  does  not  this  show,  in  a  most  con- 
clusive manner,  that  prices  would  have  been 
much  higher,  had  the  money  market  not  been 
troubled  by  the  hand  of  the  Executive.  And  is 
it  not,  said  Mr.  P.,  a  just  cause  of  complaint, 
that  by  that  measure,  we  have  been  deprived  of 
the  clear,  obvious  advantages,  which  we  should 
otherwise  have  enjoyed  fiom  the  state  of  the 
market  ? 


gentleman  the  erroneous  nature  of  his  reason- 
ing-, by  reference  to  one  article:  that  of  flour. 
It  had  been  said  that  articles  of  necessity  could 
always  command  a  price.  This  might  be  true 
in  some  cases,  but  was  not  always  so.  Flour 
was  an  article  of  prime  necessity,  and  yet  it  had 
fallen  in  price.  During  the  winter  and  spring 
the  eastern  markets  were  supplied  from  their 
immediate  neighborhood;  the  adjacent  farmers 


But  the  honorable  Senator  says,  that  distress  brought  in  their  flour,  which  was  generally  con 
is  now  disappearing,  that  the  horizon  becomes  sumed  before  the  western  supply  came  in. — 
clearer  and  clearer  every  day.  This  may  be.  There  was,  therefore,  no  decrease  in  price  un- 
He  Mr.  P.  hoped  it  was,  but  does  not  the  gentle-  der  these  circumstances  in  the  cities;  the  price 
man  know  to  what  cause,  this  state  of  things  there  kept  up,  because  the  supply  was  only 


was  owing?  If  he  does  not,  I  (said  Mr.  P.)  can 
inform  him.  It  was  due  to  the  liberality  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  official  state- 
ment of  that  institution  shows,  that  it  has  gone 
on,  enlarging  its  discounts  to  meet  public  neces- 
sity, and  relieve  it.  Yes  sir,  it  appears,  that  it 
has  extended  its  accommodations,  far  beyond 
the  sums,  withdrawn  from  it  by  the  Government. 
This  fact  fully  explains  our  present  condition.  It 
gives  some  consolation,  for  the  present,  but  what 
a  prospect  does  it  hold  out  for  the  future.  The 
moment,  the  question  as  to  the  recharter  of  the 
bank  is  considered  settled,  they  must  begin  to 
curtail  their  discounts,  and  prepare  the  body  for 
its  dissolution.  Whenever  they  do,  we  shall  see 
such  pecuniary  distress,  as  no  country  I  am  con- 
vinced, ever  experienced,  and  such  as  I  believe, 
no  people  on  earth,  but  the  American  people, 
could  patiently  bear.  But,  said  Mr.  P.,  their  so- 
briety of  character,  and  love  of  law,  will  carry 
them  through  this,  as  it  has  carried  them  through 


equal  to  the  demand;  but  when  great  quan'itiei 
were  brought  in  from  the  west,  the  quantity  of 
money  in  circulation  regulated  the  price.  If 
there  was  plenty  of  money  to  buy  up  the  flour 
and  lay  it  up  till  wanted,  the  sale  was  good;  if 
there  was  little  or  no  money,  the  sale  Was  bad.- 
The  hon.  Senator  fromGeorgia  had  shown  them 
a  price  current  from  the  eastern  cities  for  the 
purpose  of  proving  that  flour  was  fetching  a 
good  price;  it  might  do  so  there  for  the  causes 
he  (Mr.  E.)  had  mentioned;  but  they  had  advi. 
ces  from  the  west  of  a  very  different  character. 
The  price  was  not  there  so  good  as  in  the  east- 
ern cities.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  letter  dated 
the  25th  ult.  which  stated  the  price  of  flour  at 
New  Orleans  to  be  $2. 87, and  this  would  induce 
corresponding  depression  in  Cincinnati.  The 
Senator  from  Georgia  had  said  that  when  the 
high  price  of  flour  in  the  eastern  cities  reached 
the  west  it  would  raise  the  price  there.  It 
would  not  do  so.  The  people  of  the  west  knew 


other  difficulties;   and   they  know,    that  when  as  well  as  the  hon.  Senator  what  the   price  of 
things  come  to  the  worst,  they  have,  and  will  ex-  flour  was  in  the  eastern  cities;  but  they  knew, 


ercise  their  remedy  of  the  ballot  box, 

Sir,  I  derive  this  consolation  and  confidence 
from  what  lately  met  my  eyes,  in  the  immense  as- 
semblage of  human  beings,  which  I  saw  congre- 
gated on  a  plain,  near  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 
They  were  brought  together  by  the  cruel  inter- 
ruption, which  has  been  lately  caused  in  their 
prosperity,  and  the  distress,  attendant  on  it. 
There  was  no  shouting — no  hurras — no  intem- 
perance— no  violence — but  in  lieu  of  these  indi 
cations  of  feeling,  you  could  see  the  calm  settled 
confidence  of  men,  in  a  good  cause,  and  a  stern 
determination  to  have  right,  legally  and  consti- 
tutionally extended  to  them. 

In  regard  to  the  value  of  cotton,  of  which,  the 
honorable  Senator  has  spoken,  I  have  only  to 
say,  that  admitting  its  entire  truth,  the  answer  to 
it  is  obvious: — the  money  which  pays  for  it, 
comes  from  a  country,  where  the  Executive  have 
not  yet  learned  the  utility  of  meddling  with  the 
currency;  that  there  it  is  abundant— and  that 
whether  our  currency  be  sound  or  not,  the  prices 
of  that  article  cannot  be  affected  to  the  same  ex- 
tent as  those  which  depend  on  domestic  consum- 
tion,  and  internal  trade. 

Mr.  EWING  said  that  the  evidence  brought 
forward  by  the  Senator  from  Georgia  to  show 
that  there  was  no  distress  in  the  country  was  of 
such  a  nature  as  would  lead  all  men  of  business 
to  conclusions  the  very  reverse  of  those  of  the 


also,  the  effect  which  would  be  produced  by 
sending  their  flour  to  those  markets.  Were  they 
to  do  so,  the  price  would  instantly  fall.  There 
were  great  quantities  of  flour  in  the  west  ready 
to  be  sent.  A  great  portion  of  the  western  sup- 
ply was  bought  up  by  capitalists  for  capitalists 
for  exportation,  and  another  great  portion  was 
bought  to  be  laid  up.  Now  if  there  was  not 
money  to  purchase  in  this  way,  he  (Mr.  E.) 
would  ask  whether,  when  the  flour  came  in  from 
the  west,  it  would  command  as  high  a  price  in 
the  eastern  cities  as  it  now  commanded?  When 
the  quantity  of  flour  now  ready  in  the  wast 
should  be  shipped  and  brought  to  the  east, there 
would  be  a  glut  in  the  market  in  consequence 
of  the  want  of  money  to  purchase.  This  result 
was  natural  and  must  take  place. 

Mr.  SILSBEE  said,  he  had  thought  the  Sen- 
ator from  Georgia  would  find  it  a  hard  task  to 
prove  that  prices  were  as  high  as  last  year.  He 
had  set  out  with  a  promise  to  show  this.  Had 
he  done  so?  No  !  he  had  failed  in  every  instance 
— in  the  products  of  agriculture,  manufacture, 
and  navigation.  He  had  said  that  the  price  of 
oil  had  not  fallen.  He  (Mr.  S.)  affirmed  that  it 
had.  If  the  hon.  Senator  could  prove  the  truth 
of  what  he  had  asserted,  he  (Mr.  S.)  would  ne- 
ver again  hazard  an  opinion  on  that  floor. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  would  be  glad  to  hear  the 
Senator  from  Georgia  prove  that  the  lumber 


wn.  Senator.    He  (Mr.  E.)  would  show  the) trade  was  as  good  now  as  it  was  last  year,    He 
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(Mr.  S.)  would  be  most  grateful  for  intelligence 
of  this  kind  if  it  came  from  si  correct  source. — 
He  had  received  recent  information  of  a  different 
kind  from  two  of  the  principal  rivers  of  Maine 
on  which  this  trade  was  followed;  and  a  gentle- 
man was  now  sitting  behind  him  from  the  capi- 
tal of  the  State,  who  had  informed  him,  both 
before  and  since  the  hon.  Senator  from  Georgia 
spoke,  that  a  few  days  since  there  was  no  sale 
for  the  article  of  lumber.  Those  who  had  a 
stock  of  it  could  not  sell  a  single  cargo. 

There  was  now  a  generel  voice  from  Maine, 
and  particularly  the  towns  on  the  Kenebec, — 
and  he  had  it  directly  from  a  person  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  trade  of  that  country- -that 
there  was  no  sale  for  the  article.  The  stocks  of 
lumber  lay  dead  in  the  hands  of  the  holders;  it 
had,  indeed,  became  lumber  on  their  hands.  At 
Bangor  there  was  no  demand.  Four  vessels 
had  sailed  from  that  port  a  few  days  ago,  with 
(as  it  was  described  by  the  party  by  whom*  he 
had  been  made  acquainted  with  the  fact,)  nothing 
on  board,  but  glory  in  the  hold,  and  experiment 
on  deck.  The  hon.  Senator  from  Georgia  had 
said,  that  the  fall  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  in  the 
value  of  shipping,  was  beneficial  to  the  place. 
Many  of  his,  Mr.  S.'s  constituents,  were  ship 
builders,  and  he  could  hardly  imagine  that  they 
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high  as  it  ought  to  be,  when  the  crops  are  taken 
into  consideration.  The  Senator  was  a  sugar 
grower,  and  thought  he  ought  to  have  higher 
prices  for  a  small  crop  than  for  a  large  one. 
The  price  of  sugar  in  Louisiana  was  regulated 
by  that  of  Cuba.  And  what  was  the  price  in 
Cuba?  Allowing  all  the  expenses  of  shipping, 
transit,  &c.  Cuba  sugar  would  cost  about  seven 
cents  and  a  half,  and  eight  cents  was  the  price 
of  Louisiana  sugar.  And  yet  the  gentleman 
said,  that  the  removal  of  the  deposites  caused  a 
depression  in  the  p'ice  of  this  article;  while  it 
was  a  matter  which  was  regulated  by  foreign 
competition,  and  particularly  by  Cuba. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Louisiana,  and 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland  had  spo- 
ken of  agitation.  He  knew  there  was  agitation, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  agitation  was  in» 
creased  by  personal  distress.  The  hopes  of  ma* 
ny,  of  acquiring  fortunes  by  the  bank  had  van- 
ished, ana  the  feeling  created  by  the  disappoint- 
ment was  intense.  But  the  Senator  would  not 
deny  the  right  of  concluding  that  it  was  not  this 
alone  that  had  produced  the  distress.  Convic- 
tions, no  doubt  existed,  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  had  done  wrong,  particularly 
amongst  those  who  were  disposed  to  find  fault 
with  every  thing  which  was  done  by  the  Piesi- 


would  look  upon  it  as  a  benefit  to  them,  that  the  |  dent:  all  their  efforts  had  not  been  wanting  to 
value  of  their  labor  had  fallen  in  the  market  i  prove  to  the  people,  that  their  estimation  was  cor- 
twenty-five  or  thirty  per  cent.  The  ship  build- 1  rect;  that  they  saw  through  good  spectacles,  and 
ing  and  lumber  trade  had  stopped  ;  and,  if  thatl  not  through  glorification  spectacles.  That  there 
would  not  produce  distress,  he  would  like  to]  should  be  agitation  was  expected  and  looked  for. 
know  how    distress  could   be  inflicted   on  the  The  result  was  in  the  womb  of  time;  but  he  was 


community. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  had  not  looked  into  the  price 
of  lumber  ;  but  he  understood  that  lumber  had 
suffered  excessively.  This  was  not  owing  to 
the  removal  of  the  deposites  ;  but,  it  was  cut  high 
up  the  river,  with  a  view  of  being  brought  off  the 
ground  when  the  river  was  so  high  as  to  float  it. 
The  river3  had  risen  during  the  present  season, 
and  therefore  the  owners  had  not  been  able  to 
get  it  to  market. 

He  did  not  make  the  ridiculous  assertion,  that 
a  fall  in  the  price  of  shipping  was  beneficial  to 
ship  builders  ;  but,  that  the  cost  being  lower,  was 
beneficial  to  the  sailors,  under  the  supposition  of 
their  profits  continuing  as  usual.  He  was  not 
conversant  in  the  prices  of  oil ;  but  he  bought 
sperm  oil  in  Georgia  at  about  a  dollar  per  gallon, 
by  retail ;  and  he  took  it  for  granted  that  the 
wholesale  prices  in  Boston  could  not  be  above 
seventy  or  seventy-five  cents. 

The  gentleman  had  said  that  he  (Mr.  F)  had 
asserted  what  he  had  not  proved.  He  did  not 
say  that  all  products  bore  the  same  price  as  last 
year,  but  that  certain  productions  were  of  the 
same  price.  The  gentleman  had  acknowledged 
that  the  price  of  cotton,  the  great  staple  of  the 
country,  was  good.  Here  Mr.  F.  stated,  from  the 
price  current,  the  prices  of  several  commodities 
which  prices,  he  observed,  were  good.  The  article 
of  wheat,  for  which  formerly  from  ninety  cents 
to  a  dollar  was  esteemed  a  good  price,  was  now 
quoted  at  one  dollar  and  eighty  cents.  The 
price  of  sugar  was  as  great  now  as  it  was  last 


convinced  of  the  correctness  of  his  own  judg- 
ment, and  looked  for  a  fair  judgment  on  the  part 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  What  could 
the  agony  of  suffering  produce,  but  conviction 
on  the  public  mind.  Was  violence  of  any  kind 
to  be  used  to  overthrow  the  administration? 
Surely  not.  We  have  seen,  said  Mr.  F.,  an 
attempt  made  to  convert  this  assembly  into  a 
sort  of  theatre — Senators  have  been  cheered  from 
the  gallery,  as  if  they  were  players,  for  the  gra- 
tification of  the  public;  and  we  have  seen,  from 
one  side  of  the  house,  plaudits  and  hisses  in  the 
Senate  Chamber  of  the  United  States. 

Associations,  Mr.  Forsyth  said,  were  now 
forming  in  Baltimore,  whig  associations,  and  for 
what  purpose?  Were  their  operations  to  be  at 
home  or  abroad?  While  at  the  spirit  of  those 
associations  no  man  could  look  but  with  abhor- 
rence and  detestation,  the  spirit  itself,  Mr.  F. 
said,  was  harmless.  They  might  agitate  as  they 
pleased;  the  mischief  would  be  local,  the  crime 
would  be  local,  and  the  punishment  would  be 
local.  They  could  not  operate  on  the  Govern- 
ment without  a  change  in  its  character;  that 
change  could  and  would  be  made,  when  the 
people  chose  to  exert  their  power;  but  we  were 
not  like  the  people  of  Europe;  it  was  not  here, 
that  a  watch  word,  such  as  "religion,"  or  "free- 
dom," could  raise  men  to  fight;  no  cunning  word 
could  raise  them;  here  the  institutions  of  the 
country  were  on  a  sound  and  firm  basis,  and 
gentlemen  might  agitate,  they  might  drive  the 
public  sentiment  so  far,  that  man  would  be  op- 


year.    But  the  Senator  had  said  it  was  not  so' posed  to  man,  and  the  indignation  of  the  com 
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munity  would  fall  on  that  man  who  would  thus 
agitate,  and  dreadful  vengeance  would  fall  upon 
them  all,  but  the  crime  would  be  local,  the  mis- 
chief local,  and  the  punishment  would  be  local. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE,  after  a  few  remarks,  (almost 
wholly  unheard,)  in  regard  to  Mr.  F.'s  remarks, 
said  there  was  a  great  quantity  of  the  products 
of  the  country  on  hand,  which  could  not  be  dis- 
posed of  at  any  rate;  and  the  enhanced  price, 
which  had  been  noticed,  only  showed  that  the 
derangement  of  the  currency  in  the  communi- 
ty had  been  greater  even  there,  (Maine,)  than 
had  been  imagined.  Those  who  had  articles 
on  hand,  could  not  dispose  of  them  there  at  any 
rate.  [Mr.  Forsyth  thought  Mr.  S.  had  said 
that  all  the  vessels  had  went  out  empty.]  Mr. 
Sprague  had  not  sairl  so;  he  repeated  what  he 
had  said  on  the  subject:  that  the  vessels  had 
gone  out  loaded,  and  found  no  market. 

Now,  as  to  the  sailors,  with  whom  Mr.  S.  had 
some  acquaintance,  the  Senator,  (Mr.  F.)  had 
said  that  the  depreciated  price  of  the  ships 
would  benefit  the  sailors.  Mr.  S.  would  be 
glad  if  he  would  explain  how  such  a  result 
would  follow.  There  were  two  classes  of  sai- 
lors, one  of  which  went  out  on  shares.  [Mr. 
Forsyth  said  there  was  another  part,  to  whom 
the  profits  were  undiminished.]  To  be  sure, 
Mr.  S'pragite  said,  by  putting  things  contrary 
to  fact,  and  together  with  his  poetry,  the  gen- 
tleman had  introduced  what  was  not  matter  of 
fact — it  was  all  mere  poetry.  Mr.  S.  could  not 
understand  how  the  sailors  could  be  benefitted 
by  the  value  of  vessels  being  less;  Mr.  S. 
thought  that  if  the  value  of  vessels  was  de- 
pressed 25  per  cent,  the  value  of  labor  must 
be  necessarily  depressed.  The  depression  of 
the  value  of  labor  with  one  class,  could  not  in- 
crease the  value  of  labor  with  another  class. 
There  was  a  general  sympathy — and  the  wages 
of  the  sailor  must  diminish,  as  the  price  of  the 
ship  was  diminished,  as  well  as  the  wages  of 
the  ship-wright,  and  all  concerned  in  shipping. 

And  how  could  those  sailors,  who  went  out 
on  shares,  be  benefitted  by  a  diminution  of  the 
value  of  the  ship  ?  The  ship  owner,  whatever 
was  the  value  of  the  ship,  received  a  certain 
proportion  of  the  profits — one-sixteenth,  by  the 
usual  arrangements,  and  the  rest  was  divided 
among  the  sailors.  How,  then,  could  a  decrease 
in  the  value  of  the  ship  increase  the  profits  of 
the  sailor  ? 

But  Mr.  S.  had  received  authentic  informa 
tion  yesterday  and  to  day,  that  in  fact  the  profits 
did  not  remain  the  same  to  this  class  of  sailors, 
in  the  voyagos  which  had  been  recently  settled 
The  settling  price  of  the  voyages  between  the 
sailors  and  ship  owers,  had  been  such,  that  the 
sailors  had  not  received  enough  to  meet  the  de- 
mands on  the  charges  for  their  outfits,  and  for 
their  own  personal  services  they  had  received 
nothing.  Was  that  a  benefit  to  the  sailors?  If 
a  new  enterprise  w«re  to  be  entered  upon,  men 
who  had  money  might  now  buy  ships  cheap; 
but  would  this  prove  that  those  now  concerned 
in  this  kind  of  property,  had  not  suffered  by  the 
disastrous  blow  of  the  Executive?  Certainly 
not. 


Mr.  POINDEXTER  made    some  remarks. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  moved  that  the  special  or- 
der be  postponed,  in  order  to  take  up  the  reso- 
lution submitted  by  him  some  days  ago,  setting 
aside  Fridays  and  Saturdays  for  the  considera- 
tion of  private  business.  The  motion  was  lost? 
yeas  15,  nays,  18. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  HENDRICKS: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  makingjan  appropriation  to  pay  for  blank- 
ets furnished  the  militia  of  Michigan,  in  the 
late  war  with  Black  Hawk  and  his  followers, 
which  blankets  were  not  charged  on  the  compa- 
ny muster  rolls  and  deducted  from  the  pay  of  the 
soldiers  who  received  the  same. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

By  Mr.  POINDEXTER, 

Resolved,  That  until  the  special  order  of  the  day 
on  the  protest  of  the  President  of  United  States 
shall  be  finally  disposed  of,  the  Chair  shall  an- 
nouce  the  order  on  each  day,  immediately  after 
the  Journal  shall  have  been  read. 

By  Mr  SPRAGUE. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  statement 
of  the  amount  of  fees  accruing  in  each  collection 
district  in  the  United  States,  in  each  year,  since 
January  1, 1829,  the  amount  of  fees  paid  at  the 
Treasury,  in  each  year,  by  those  collectors 
whose  fees  have  amounted  to  more  than  the  max- 
imum allowed  them  by  law;  the  names  and 
number  of  clerks  and  deputies  employed  by  each 
collector  who  has  received  such  excess  of  fees; 
the  time  when  they  were  employed,  and  the 
amount  paid  in  each  year.  Also,  a  statement 
of  the  contingent  expenses  of  each  office  where 
such  excess  of  fees  have  been  received;  wheth- 
er any  allowances  have  been  made  to  officers 
of  the  customs  for  travelling  expenses;  and  if 
so,  the  names  of  such  officers,  and  the  times 
when  such  expenses  were  incurred.  And,  also, 
a  statement  of  the  names  of  persons  who  hold, 
or  have  held,  several  offices  in  the  customs  at 
the  same  time,  since  January  1,  1829,  with  the 
date  and  time  of  continuance  of  their  appoint- 
ment, and  the  amount  of  pay  which  they  have 
received  from  each  office  which  they  have  so 
held  during  the  period  aforesaid. 
REPORTS. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Dr. 
Boyd  Riley,  in  order  that  the  memorialist  might 
have  the  benefit  of  a  more  suitable  reference. 
Agreed  to. 

Mr  TYLER  made  an  unsuccessful  motion  to 
take  up  a  number  of  bills  from  the  other  House  j 
when , 

On  a  motion  of  Mr.  FORSYTH, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

SENATE. 
Monday,  May  5th,  1834. 
A  Message  was  received,  on  executive  buji- 
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ness,  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  Secretary. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  presented  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  reply  to  a  resolution,  with  statements  of  the 
amount  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands. 

The  resolution  offered  on  Saturday,  by  Mr. 
POINDEXTER,  to  take  up  the  "Protest"  im- 
mediately a'terthe  reading  of  the  journal  till  it 
should  be  disposed  of,  was  now  taken  up. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  moved  to  amend  the  re- 
solution  by  excepting1  Fridays  and  Saturdays  to 
be  devoted  to  the  passage  of  bills. 

Mr.  E  WING  did  not  think  the  amendment  at 
all  calculated  to  hasten  the  business  of  the 
Senate. 

The  CHAIR  expressed  a  doubt  whether  it 
was  in  order. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  thought  the  amendment 
could  not  be  important;  if  the  debate  on  the 
Protest  should  terminate  in  two  days,  as  had 
been  suggested,  the  rule  of  the  amendment 
would  terminate  with  it. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  thought  this  difficulty  did 
not  exist ;  he  designed  his  amendment  to  be  in- 
definite; if  not  so  considered  he  would  alter  it 
so  as  to  extend  to  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

Mr.  CLAY  was  opposed  to  the  amendment, 
on  the  ground  of  a  sentiment  which  had  been 
expressed,  and  in  which  he  concurred,  that  till 
tliis  question  on  the  "protest"  should  be  decid- 
ed, the  Senate  should  proceed  to  no  legis- 
lative business.  He  thought,  too,  that  the 
amendment  contradicted  the  original  resolution; 
and  for  these  two  reasons  he  was  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  TIPTON  was  aware  of  the  sentiment  to 
which  the  hon.  Senator  had  alluded;  but  after 
so  long  a  time  spent  in  debate  on  the  •  ubject  of 
memorials,  he  thought  that  there  should  still  be 
a  small  portion  of  the  time  devoted  to  ordinary 
business.  He  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
the  call  was  sustained. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  would  suggest  a  modification 
to  the  amendment,  that  the  first  hour  on  Fridays 
and  Saturdays  should  still  be  open  as  hereto- 
fore to  memorials  and  reports  of  committees. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  accepted  this  modifica- 
tion. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  made  a  few  remarks  against 
the  amendment,  part  only  of  which  were  heard. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  thought  the  whole 
time  ought  not  to  be  taken  up  with  the  protest, 
after,  for  so  long  a  time,  so  little  business  had 
been  done,  except  to  debate  on  memorials. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  the  gentleman  from  Ala. 
thought  to  convey  to  the  public  the  idea  that 
the  Senate  had  not  discharged  its  duty  relative 
to  bills  &.C-,  and  that  it  was  behind  the  House 
in  that  respect.  He  (Mr.  C.)  denied  that  this 
was  the  case;  the  Committees  of  the  Senate  had 
been  as  diligent  as  those  of  the  House.  The 
Senator  from  Alabama  had  said  nothing  to  show 
the  Senate  th<*t  it  would  be  better  to  occupy 
two  days  in  the  presentation  ot  bills  than  to 
proceed  with  and  ronclude  the  debate  upon  the 
Protest.  He  (Mr.  C.)  should  vote  against  the 
amendment,  because  he  believed  the  Senate 


would  get  tl.  rough  its  business  much  earlier  by 
adopting  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
sissippi  than  bv  pursuing  any  other  course. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  said  the  Senator  who  had 
just  resumed  his  seat,  had  certainly  committed 
an  error  in  saying  that  the  Senate  was  not  behind 
the  House  in  the  performance  of  its  duties. — 
Mr.  H.  referred  to  the  book  of  general  orders  to 
prove  that  the  Senate  was  not  so  far  advanced 
as  the  House. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  bore  testimony  to  the 
diligent  manner  in  which  the  Senate  Commit- 
tees executed  their  duties.  We  understood 
him  to  say  that  the  Committee  to  which  he  be« 
longed  had  reported  12  or  15  bills.  The  Sen- 
ate, Mr.  P..  said,  had  passed  a  great  numbesof 
bills  from  the  House,  while  of  those  sent  from 
the  Senate  to  the  House  only  two  or  three  had 
been  acted  upon.  Two  weeks  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  transact  all  the  bnsiness  of  this  kind 
which  was  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  said  the  list  of  general  or- 
ders showed  that  200  bills  had  come  from  the 
other  House. 

Mr.  KING  said  he  did  hope  that  the  amend- 
ment  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana  would  prevail; 
or,  at  all  events,  that  some  modification  of  the 
resolution  presented  by  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
sissippi would  be  effected. 

This  protest  was  no  great  favorite  of  his  (Mr. 
K.'s)  he  did  not  however  feel  the  alarm  res- 
pecting it  which  seemed  to  disturb  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  other  gentlemen.  It  did  appear  to  him 
that  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  had  not  suffi- 
ciently considered  the  possible  effects  of  his  re- 
solution. It  was  true  that  no  practical  evil  con- 
sequences might  ensue  from  it,  but  it  rajght 
prove  injurious  in  a  publie  point  of  view.  The 
design,  too,  which  had  been  drawn  by  these  gen- 
tlemen, who  followed  the  example  of  the  most 
aristocratic  body  in  the  world  (the  Parliament 
in  England)  was  marred  and  broken.  They 
had  infringed  upon  their  determination  to  per- 
form no  business  until  the  protest  was  disposed 
of;  they  had  recently  passed  a  bill.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  time  he  did  not  think  the  question  of  any 
importance;  as  much  time  would  be  occupied  if 
the  debate  upon  the  protest  proceeded  irregular* 
ly,  as  if  the  Senate  determined  upon  doing  no- 
thing until  it  was  disposed  of.  But  the  digni- 
ty of  the  Senate  was  enc-rned!  In  hi 3  whole 
life  he  had  never  heard  so  much  about  "  digni- 
ty" as  he  had  during  the  last  few  days  listened 
to  on  that  floor.  Senators  had  been  recently 
bursting  with  indignation,  and  now  they  were 
literally  b/oken  down  by  the  weight  of  their  own 
dignity.  He  submitted  whether  it  was  becom- 
ing the  real  dignity  of  Senators  to  sacrifice  the 
interest  of  their  country  to  a  feeling  of  false 
pride.  The  Senate  was  in  no  danger;  it  had 
never  been  so  strong  or  so  saucy  as  it  was  at 
the  present  moment:  why,  then,  was  it,  like  the 
Italian  beggar,  continually  wounding  itself,  for 
the  purpose  of  exciting  the  commisseration  and 
benevolence  of  the  public.  He  repeated,  that 
this  resolution  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Mississippi,  might  produce  inconvenience— 
What  would  they  have  done  the  other  day  under 
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such  a  resolution.  A  gentlemen  (he  understood 
Mr.'K.  to  say  of  the  Senate)  had  lately  been  loos- 
ing from  $15  to  $20  a  day  upon  a  cargo,and  might 
have  been  a  bankrupt,  but  for  the  passing  of  the 
bill  to  which  he  had  before  alluded.  He  was  sur- 
prised, at  the  time,  to  see  any  opposition  made 
to  the  consideration  of  that  bill,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, and  on  the  ground  that  the  Senate 
ought,  first,  to  dispose  of  the  protest.  He  hop- 
ed that  Senators  would  not  tie  up  their  hands 
and  prevent  themselves  from  acting  in  cases 
similar  to  that  which  he  had  just  mentioned. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  ayes  and 
nays  upon  the  amendment  offered  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Indiana,  when  there  appear- 

Yeas.—  Messrs,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Frelinghuy- 
«en,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  of 
Ala.  King,  of  Ga.  Knight,  Linn,  McKean, 
Prentiss,  Shepley,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
White,  Wilkins,  Wright— 20. 

Nates. — Messrs,  Bell,  Benton,  Black,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Ewing,  Leigh,  Moore,  Naudain,  Poin- 
dexter, Porter,  Preston,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith, 
Sprague,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Webster — 19. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  moved  to  withdraw  his 
resolution. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  motion  was  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  then  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  upon  the  table. 

The  ayes  and  noes  were  taken  upon  the  lat- 
ter motion,  and  were  as  follows: 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Black,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  King,  of  Alaba- 
ma, King,  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Leigh,  Moore, 
Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Preston,  Robbins, 
Silsbee,  Smith,Sprague,Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler, 
Waggaman,  Webster,  White— 26. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy, 
Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  Linn,  McKean,  Pren- 
tiss, Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Wilkins, 
Wright— 14. 

The  resolution  was  consequently  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  CHAIR  presented  a  commmunication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the    War  Department, 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Ala.,  offered  the  following  res- 
olution, which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  au- 
thorizing the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  credit 
the  accounts  of  Uriah  G.  Mitchell,  Receiver  of 
the  public  moneys  for  the  Cahawba  Land  Dis- 
trict, in  the  State  of  Alabama,  with  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  dollars,which  was  received  by  said 
Mitchell  at  the  landsales,in  a  counterfeit  bill  on 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  TIPTON  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
allowing  to  the  heirs  of  Antoine  Peliier,  decea- 
sed, the  amount  of  their  claim  adjusted  and  al- 
owed  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  for  moneys  ad- 


vanced by  said  Peltier  to  the  regiment  of  Genl. 
George  Rogers  Clarke, in  the  Illinois  country. 

Mr.  PRESTON  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution, which  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  laws  of  the  Territory  of 
Florida  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

PETITIONS . 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  the  petition 
of  Thos.  Patterson,  a  soldier  of  the  late  war,  for 
an  increase  of  pension. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  presented  the  petition  of 
Eli  Mitchell.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  presented  the  petition  of 
Daniel  Tomlinson,  praying  the  renewal  of  a  pa- 
tent. Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

The  several  resolutions  lying  on  the  table 
were  taken  up  and  adopted. 

On  the  resolution  proposed  by  one  of  the  Se- 
nators from  New  Jersey,  relative  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  making  monthly  reports  of 
the  banks  in  which  the  money  of  the  U.  States 
was  deposited, 

Mr.  FORSYTH  wished  to  divide  the  ques. 
tion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  reso- 
lution, which  was  adopted . 

On  the  second  resolution  being  read, 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that 
the  objects  of  the  mover  would  be  effected  by^the 
resolution  which  had  just  passed.  It  seemed  to 
him  to  comprehend  every  thing  which  was  con- 
tained in  the  other;  and  he  therefore  moved  that 
it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  was  entirely  of  opinion  that 
such  a  resolution  should  be  passed.  It  was  high 
time  that  inquiry  should  be  made  as  to  the  secu- 
rity of  the  places  wherein  the  treasury  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  had  been  deposited. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
resolution,  which  was  carried. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 
SPECIAL  ORDER. 

The  PRESIDENT  then  announced  the  spe- 
cial order,  being  on  the  resolution  of  one  of  the 
honorable  Senators  from  Mississippi,  (Mr. 
Poindexter,)  amended  by  an  an  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay.)  The  question 
was  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  he  had  to  thank  the  Sen- 
ate for  its  indulgence  in  permitting  him  now  to 
extricate  himself  from  the  unpleasant  position 
in  which  he  had  for  several  days,  been  placed 
in  relation  to  the  present  debate.  When  he 
obtained  the  floor,  four  days  go,  his  principal, 
and  almost  only  object  was  to  reply  to  some  re- 
marks which  had  on  that  day  been  made  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clat.) 
Although  time  had  been  given  to  him  for  fur- 
ther reflection,  he  still  could  not  consider  it  his 
duty  materially  to  alter  that  course.  The  pro- 
ceedings of  the  morning  had  evinced  to  him  a 
strong  disposition  in  the  Senate  to  close  the  de? 
bate,  and  he  hoped  not  to  occupy  so  much  of 
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their  time  as  to  show  any  other  inclination.  In 
answer  to  a  suggestion  which  had  fallen  from 
some  honorable  Senator  in  the  course  of  the 
morning,  he  believed  he  could  say  that  the 
time  which  had  elapsed  since  he  had  been  en- 
titled to  the  floor,  would  not  induce  him  to  ex- 
tend his  remarks,  or  to  make  a  larger  draft  upon 
the  time  of  the  body,  than  he  should  have  done, 
if  he  had  been  permitted  to  succeed  the  honor- 
able  Senator  more  immediately.  The  delay 
had  been  unpleasant  to  him,  but  he  had  tried 
to  improve  it  to  condense  rather  than  to  extend 
his  remarks. 

The  question  before  the  Senate  was  the  dis- 
position which  should  be  made,  by  that  body, 
of  the  paper  upon  the  table,  denominated  the 
President's  Protest. 

The  paper  complained  that  the  Senate  had 
passed  a  sentence  against  the  President,  in  its 
nature  and  character  judicial,  while  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Constitution  had  not  been  observed 
in  the  proceeding.     It  complaint  d, 

That  the  Senate  had  virtually  constituted  it- 
self the  impeaching  body  by  the  course  it  had 
taken,  whereas  the  Constitution  had  conferred 
the  sole  power  of  impeachment  upon  the  House 
of  Representative :  That  it  had  proceeded  to 
final  judgment  and  sentence  against  the  accus- 
ed, without  allowing  him  a  trial  upon  the  accu- 
sation, or  the  privilege  of  being  heard  in  his  de- 
fence: That  the  laws  for  the  organization  of 
the  Senate  in  such  cases,  lud  not  been  observed 
inasmuch  as  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  had  not  been  called  to  preside  over  its 
deliberations,  and  as  no  "oath  or  affirmation" 
had  been  administered  to  individual  Senators;  a 
qualification  which  the  Constitution  expressly 
required  to  enable  them  to  sit  in  the  high  court 
of  impeachments:  And  it  further  complained 
that  the  sentence  of  the  Senate  had  been  pro- 
nounced and  made  a  perpetual  record,  by  entry 
upon  its  journal,  without  having  received  the 
vote  of  two-thirds,  required  by  the  Constitution 
to  authorize  the  Senate  to  enter  a  judgment  of 
guilty  against  any  public  officer. 

Mr.  W.  said  it  was  not  his  purpose,  at  this 
time,  to  examine  the  justice  of  these  complaints. 
Upon  a  former  occasion,  and  when  the  resolu- 
tion complained  of  was  before  the  Senate,  he 
had  been  indulged  with  the  opportunity  to  sub- 
mit his  views  upon  all  the  important  questions 
iavolved  in  the  paper  now  under  consideration. 
The  deliberate  conviction  of  his  own  mind  then 
was,  that  the  resolution  was,  and  must  be  con- 
sidered, judicial  in  its  character;  that  its  passage 
must  be  held  as  a  final  judgment  upon  an  im- 
peachment for  the  offences  specified  in  it;  and 
that  all  the  moral  consequences  of  such  a  judg- 
ment, upon  the  officer  against  whom  it  was  di- 
rected, might  fallow  its  record  upon  the  journal 
of  the  Senate.  He  had  not,  however,  then  been 
fortunate  enough  to  convince  the  majority  of  the 
Senate  that  his  positions  were  well  taken,  and 
he  had  no  hope  that  a  repetition  of  that  effort 
would  be  attended  with  any  better  success  now. 
Upon  a  careful  review  of  the  argument  he  had 
then  made,  he  could  not  promise  himself  that  he 
could  mend  or  strengthen  it  by  a  repetition,  and 


he  would  not  consume  the  time  of  the  Senate  by 
an  attempt  to  do  so.  He  said  he  should  hold 
himself  excused  from  the  discussion  of  these 
questions  upon  the  present  occasion,  even  if  he 
had  not  attempted  to  established  them  by  argu- 
ment when  the  resolution  was  under  discussion, 
because  the  communication  of  the  President  ar- 
gued them  at  large,  and,  in  his  humble  judg- 
ment, that  paper  was  its  own  best  defence  upon 
these  points.  He  had  not  heard  its  material 
facts  impugned,  or  its  reasoning  successfully  as- 
sailed; and,  surely,  it  was  unnecessary  for  him 
to  attempt  to  defend  that  which  was  already 
sufficiently  defended.  By  any  attempt  to 
strengthen  what  seemed  to  him  impregnable,  he 
might  impair  a  defence  which  did  not  call  for  his 
support. 

Mr.  W.  said  his  object  wnuld  therefore  be  to 
give  to  the  Senate,  as  concisely  as  he  might,  his 
views  of  the  immediate  questions  presented  for 
their  decision,  and  then  to  proceed  in  his  replies 
to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky.  In  or- 
der, however,  that  the  whole  subject  might  be 
clearly  understood,  he  considered  it  his  duty,  be- 
fore he  proceeded  further,  to  correct  one  mistake 
which  several  gentlemen  seemed  to  have  fallen 
into  at  the  early  part  of  the  discussion.  Here' 
ferred  more  particularly  to  both  the  honorable 
Senators  from  New  Jersey,  because  their  re- 
marks were  more  clearly  impressed  upon  his 
memory.  They  had  spoken  of  the  protest  as 
embracing  and  complaining  of  the  passage  of 
both  the  resolutions  offered  by  the  honorable 
member  from  Kentucky. 

This  was  a  mistake  of  fact  important  in  its 
bearing  upon  the  discussion.  It  had  been  seen 
upon  the  first  appearance  of  the  paper,  that  it 
was  important  to  those  who  had  sustained  the 
resolution  complained  of,  to  show  that  it  was 
connected  with  the  legislation  of  the  Senate, 
and  was  calculated  to  lead  to  legislative  action. 
In  their  ardor  to  show  this,  gent'emen  had 
carelessly  blended  the  two  resolutions,  and  had 
discussed  the  communication  of  the  President 
as  referring  to  both.  This  was  not  so.  One  of 
the  resolutions  merely  pronounced  upon  the 
official  conduct  of  the  President,  while  the  other 
d  clared  the  reasons  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  change  of  the  public  depos- 
tes  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  the 
State  banks  "unsatisfactory  and  insufficient,"  in 
he  judgment  of  the  Senate.  The  latter  resolu- 
tion might  lead  to  legislation,  and  perhaps  was 
calculated  to  do  so;  for,  if  the  reasons  for  the 
change  of  the  deposites  were  eonsidered  unsat- 
isfactory, the  Senate  might  consider  it  proper 
to  originate  a  law,  or  joint  resolution,  directing 
their  restoration.  This  would  be  within  the 
conceded  jurisdiction  of  the  Senate;  and  he  had 
not  heard  that  either  the  President,  or  any  one 
else,  denied  the  power  of  the  Senate  to  take 
that  course,  or  the  propriety  of  its  doing  so. — 
The  protest  surely  contained  no  such  denial, 
nor  did  it  contain  any  reference  whatever  to  this 
last  mentioned  resolution.  Its  complaints  were 
all  directed  to  the  first;  to  that  resolution  which 
pronounced  the  President  guilty  of  unconstitu- 
tional and  illegal  acts,  without  any  reference  to 
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legi  lation.  The  paper  left  no  room  for  miscon-    entence,  after  a  trial  upon  an  impeachment,  do 


ception  or  mistake  upon  thispoint,  for  it  recited 
at  length  the  resolution  to  which  alone  it  refer 
red.  He  must,  therefore,  insist  that  this  point 
should  be  clearly  understood  hereafter;  and 
that  the  President's  communication  should  not 
be  either  condemned,  or  pronounced  erroneous 
and  false,  far  complaining  of  an  act  of  the  Sen- 
ate, to  which  it  did  not  contain  the  most  remote 
reference.  The  resolutions  were  entirely  inle 
pendent  of  each  other;  and  contained  expres- 
sions of  opinion  upon  separate  and  entirely  in- 
dependent subjects;  and  the  President  had  only 
complained  of  that  one  which  criminated  him. 
Of  that  which  simp'y  pronounced  upon  the 
reasons  of  the  Secretary,  he  had  said  nothing. 

The  points  presented  for  the  decision  of  the 
Senate,  as  the  subject  presented  itself  to  his 
mind,  Mr.  W.  said,  were  three: 

1st.  Had  the  President  a  right  to  send  the 
prottst  to  the  Senate? 

,    2d.  Is  it  the  duty  of  the  Sena'e  to  receive  it? 
3d.     Is  it  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  enter  it 
upon  its  journal. 

Mr.  W.  said,  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  fre- 
quent reference  had  been  made  to  the  duty  of 
the  President,  found  in  the  Constitution  in  the 
allowing  words: 

"He  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the  Con- 
gress information  of  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
recommend  to  their  consideration  such  measures 
as  he  shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient." 

And  the  question  had  been  confidently  asked, 
and  more  confidently  repeated,  where  is  the  au- 
thority in  this  provision  of  the  Constitution  for 
the  President  to  send  to  the  Senate  a  paper  of 
this  character?  He  did  not  consider  the  commu- 
nication now  under  discussion  as  having  any  re- 
lation whatever  to  the  clause  of  the  Constitution 
he  had  just  read.  It  was  not,  in  any  sense,  a 
communication  giving  "information  of  the  state 
of  the  Union,"  nor  did  it  recommend  any  mea- 
sure to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  nor  was 
it  a  communication  to  Congress  of  any  descrip- 
tion. It  was  a  communication  to  the  Senate 
alone,  simply  remonstrating  against  a  proceed- 
ing of  that  body,  condemning  the  official  con- 
duct of  the  President,  and  pronouncing  him 
guilty  of  an  impeachable  offence.  Mr.  W.  said 
he  did  not  know  that  his  views  upon  this  point 
were  correct,  but  he  considered  the  right  of  the 
President  to  make  this  communication  the  same 
which  every  citizen  of  the  United  States  pos- 
sessed by  the  Constitution,  to  address  either  or 
both  Houses  of  Congress  in  a  respectful  manner, 
upon  any  subject  in  which  his  individual  or  offi- 
cial rights  and  interests  are  involved.  What, 
said  Mr.  W.,  is  the  character  of  the  communi- 
cation before  us?  It  states  that  a  proceeding  of 
the  Senate  has  infringed  upon  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment; that  we  have  pronounced  the  President, 
as  such,  guilty  of  an  impeachable  offence,  and 
have  thus  visited  upon  his  character  and  fame, 
the  moral  effects,  so  far  as  our  pronunciation  may 
have  weight,  of  a  conviction  for  a  high  crime, 
although  the  legal  consequences  of  a  regular 


not  follow.  Hence  he  feels  himself  aggrieved 
both  personally  and  officially,  and  he  sends  to  us 
his  remonstrance  and  protest  against  the  injury. 
This  is  the  paper,  conceded  on  all  hands  to  be 
respectful  in  its  language  and  manner,  and  ad-  • 
dressed  to  the.  justice  of  the  body  which  has  in* 
flicted  the  injury.  That  any  private  citizen,  who 
might  feel  himself  aggrieved  by  the  action  of 
the  Senate,  would  possess  the  right  thus  to  re- 
monstrate, will  not  be  denied;  and  has  the  Pre- 
sident lost  that  right  because  he  happens  to  hold 
the  first  office  in  the  gift,  of  the  People?  Is  the 
possession  of  a  public  office  to  deprive  the  citi- 
zen of  his  constitutional  right  to  protect  his  pub- 
lic and  private  character,  or  even  of  the  humble 
right  of  complaint,  when  he  shall  consider  his 
character  and  acts  unjustly  assailed?  He,  Mr. 
W.,  did  not  understand  that  any  such  limitation 
to  the  right  of  petition  or  remonstrance  had  been 
prescribed  by  the  Constitution;  he  had  not  been 
able  to  find  any  such  disability  annexed  to  the 
possession  of  an  honorable  and  responsible  of- 
fice, and  he  called  upon  honorable  Senators  to 
pause  and  reflect  before  they  attempted,  by  their 
action  in  this  instance,  to  establish  a  rule  which 
mighf  not  only  bind  themselves,  but  take  from 
them  one  of  their  most  dear  and  invaluable 
rights.  This  was  his  view  of  the  right  of  the 
President  to  send  this  paper  to  the  Senate,  and 
he  could  not  but  consider  it  as  clear  and  indis- 
putable, as  the  right  of  any  citizen  of  the  coun- 
try to  petition  the  Senate  for  any  purpose  what- 
soever. 

Is  it  then  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  receive  the 
paper?  His  answer  to  this  question  was,  that  the 
duty  of  the  Senate,  as  to  the  receipt  of  this  paper, 
is  the  same  with  its  duty  as  to  the  receipt  of  any 
petition  or  remonstrance,  respectful  in  its  lar»» 
guage  and  manner,  and  addressed  to  the  body. 
He  could  see  no  possible  distinction,  and  surely, 
if  he  had  succeeded   in  establishing  the  right  of 
the  President  to  send  the  paper  to  the  Senate, 
upon  the  ground  upon  which  he  had  put  that 
right,  there  could  be  no  distinction.     Either  was 
the  constitutional  right  of  the  citizen,  and  that 
the  injury  complained  of,  in  this  instance,  had  a 
double  bearing;  that  the  President's  character, 
in  an  official  as  well  as  a  private  sense,  had  been 
unjustly  assailed  and  deeply  injured;  and  that 
the  remonstrance  and  protest  reached  and  ex- 
posed the  injury  in  both  respects,  could  not  af- 
fect the  right  to  present  the  paper,  or  the  duty 
of  the  Senate  to  receive  it  when  presented.    Mr. 
W.  said  he  had  already  remarked,  that  the  com- 
munication was  admitted  upon  all  sides  to  be  re- 
spectful  in  its  language  and  manner;   and  he 
would  not  anticipate  any  objection  to  its  receipt, 
founded  upon  exceptions  in  these  particulars,  so 
long  as  no  such  exceptions  had  been  taken. — 
His  acquaintance  with  parliamentary  rules  was 
very  limited,  but.  he  did  understand  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  every  legislative  body,  especially  the  le- 
gislative bodies  of  this  country,  to  receive  every 
petition  and  remonstrance  addressed  to  them  in 
language  respectful  to  the  body  and  to  its  indi- 
vidual members,  and  until  thisjeharacter  should 
be  denied  to  the  paper  before  the  Senate,  he 
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must  consider  it  the  imperative  duty  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  receive  it. 

This,  Mr.  W.  said,  brought  him  to  his  third 
point  Is  it  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  enter  the 
protest  of  the  President  upon  its  journal?  This 
question,  he  considered,  addressed  itself  to  the 
justice  of  the  Senate,  and  the  entry  of  the  paper 
upon  the  journal  became  a  duty,  or  not,  us  the 
Senate,  should,  or  should  not,  think  its  entry 
there  an  act  of  justice  to  itself  and  to  the  indivi- 
dual from  whom  it  came  For  himself  he  could 
entertain  no  doubt,  that  justice  to  the  President, 
to  the  Senate,  and  to  the  public,  required  that  it 
should  be  made  a  perpetual  record,  by  an  entry 
upon  the  journal.  The  Senate  had  entered  upon 
that  journal,  and  pronounced  to  the  world,  the 
high  charge  against  th-  President,  of  a  violation 
of  the"  Constitution  and  the  laws.  They  had  not 
given  to  the  President  any  opportunity  to  offer 
his  defence  to  their  accusations,  but,  without  no- 
tice to  him,  they  had  made  them  a  part  of  their 
recorded  proceedings;  and  their  journal,  laid  up- 
on his  table,  and  showing'  to  him  his  conviction, 
was  his  only  notice  of  their  action.  Feeling  ag- 
grieved personally  and  officially  by  the  sentence 
itself,  which  he  considers  unjust,  and  by  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  pronounced,  without  no- 
tice to  him  and  without  any  opportunity  on  his 
part  to  defend  himself,  and  by  exhibiting  the 
truth,  to  defeat  a  conviction,  he  now  makes  this 
communication,  setting  forth  the  injustice  of  the 
proceeding  of  the  Senate  towards  him,  and  pre- 
senting his  defence  to  the  charges  made  against 
him,  so  far  as  any  such  charges  have  been  spe- 
cifically set  forth.  This,  his  defence  and  excul- 
pation, he  respectfully  requests  may  be  entered 
upon  the  same  journal  upon  which  the  Senate 
has  recorded  his  guilt,  in  order  that  the  record 
which  carries  down  to  future  ages  the  resolution 
condemning  him,  may  carry  along  with  it  his 
justification.  Is  not  the  request  a  reasonable 
one?  Is  it  not  an  act  of  duty  to  the  high  officer 
accused,  that  he  should  be  permitted  to  perpetu- 
ate his  defence  against  an  irregular  and  informal 
condemnation  by  the  Senate?  Is  it  not  just  to 
the  President  that  his  defence  should  be  spread 
upon  our  journal  by  the  side  of  that  condemnation 
which  we  have  voluntarily  pronounced  against 
him,  and  that  boih  should  be  embraced  in  the 
same  record,  and  be  thus  left  together  for  the  in- 
spection and  judgment  of  our  successors  and  the 
public?  It  is  said,  as  a  reason  for  refusing  this 
communication  a  place  upon  the  journal  of  the 
Senate,  that  the  President  has  no  right  to  de- 
mand its  entry  there.  Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  he  has 
made  no  such  demand;  he  claims  no  right  to 
make  such  a  demand;  he  merely  requests,  re- 
spectfully requests,  us  to  permit  its  being  thus 
entered,  to  the  end  that  in  all  future  time,  the 
journal  may  exhibit  the  whole  case.  This  re- 
quest is  a  full  admission,  if  one  were  needed, 
that  the  President  makes  no  claim  of  right  to 
have  this  paper  spread  upon  our  journal.  Was 
ever  such  a  request  found  in  those  communica- 
tions which  the  President  makes  to  Congress 
under  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  before 
quoted?  Certainly  not;  and  this  simple  fact 
shows  most  conclusively  that  the  President  did 


not  consider  this  communication  as  coming,  at 
all,  within  the  class  of  communications  there 
mentioned,  or  as  made  by  virtue  of  the  power 
there  given,  or  rather  the  duty  there  imposed 
upon  him. 

He  sends  this  paper  to  the  Senate  as  his  per- 
sonal and  official  defence  against  a  personal  and 
official  accusation  which  we  have  entered  upon 
our  journal,  and  he  asks  of  our  justice,  what 
he  does  not  claim  as  a  right,  *hat  we  shall  give 
the  same  perpetuity  and  publicity  to  his  defence, 
which  we  have  given  to  our  charges.  It  is  fur- 
ther said,  as  a  reason  both  for  refusing  to  enter 
the  communication  upon  our  journal,  and  for 
refusing-  even  to  receive  it,  that  it  is  in  itself  a 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  Senate.  Mr. 
W.  said  he  was  little,  very  little  acquainted 
with  this  doctrine  of  "the  privileges  of  Parlia- 
ment." He  had  never  found  it  either  pleasant 
or  profitable  to  himself  to  study  tue  doctrine, 
and  after  the  examples  given  to  the  Senate  hut 
a  few  clays  since,  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Illinois,  (Mr.  Kaue,)  of  the  odious  and  disgust- 
v  g  ceremonies  gravely  practised  by  a  British 
House  of  Commons,  by  way  of  punishment  for 
breaches  of  the  "privileges"  of  that  legislative 
body,  he  felt  sure  that  the  Senate  of  the  Uni'ed 
States  would  not  find  its  attachment  to  parlia- 
mentary privileges  strengthened.  Still  British* 
precedents  had  been  cited  to  justify  the  course 
which  was  proposed  for  the  Senate  in  relation 
to  this  message  from  the  President.  So  far  as 
he  had  heard  these  precedents  read,  and  so  far 
as  he  had  been  able  to  examine  them  in  the 
course  of  his  partial  research,  he  be  ieved  them 
all  to  be  wholly  inapplicable  to  the  case  before 
the  Senate.  They  are  all  cases  of  communica- 
tions from  the  Crown  to  the  one  or  the  other 
House  of  Parliament,  pending  some  legislative 
action,  and  designed  to  influence  that  action. 
They  are  not  complaints  of  individual  injustice 
to  the  Prince,  or  of  encroachments  upon  the 
powers  and  rights  of  the  Executive;  but  they 
are  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  Crown  to  dic- 
tate to  the  legislature  its  course  of  legislative 
action.  Such  is  not  the  case  before  the  Senate. 
Here  is  no  effort  to  influence  the  action  of  the 
Senate,  or  the  votes  of  Senators,  for  the  votes 
had  been  given  and  the  action  was  complete 
weeks  before  the  communication  came  to  the 
Senate.  The  communication  relates  to  an  act 
of  the  Senate,  not  legislative,  but  judicial,  in 
its  nature  and  character,  and  the  gravamen  of 
the  complaint  is  that  the  action  had  been  com- 
pleted, and  the  sentence  of  the  Senate  passed, 
without  notice  to  the  President,  who  was  the 
accused  officer,  and  without  allowing  him  to  be 
heard  in  his  defence.  Were  it  otherwise;  had 
the  president  made  a  communication  of  this  cha- 
racter to  the  Senate  while  the  resolution  com- 
plained of  was  before  the  body,  and  not  defini- 
tively acted  upon;  and  had  the  complaint  then 
been  made  of  an  attempt  by  the  President  to  in- 
fluence the  action  of  the  Senate,  it  would  have 
seemed  to  be  worthy  of  some  attention.  But 
surely  this  objection  comes  too  late  when  our 
votes  are  recorded,  our  resolution  adopted,  and 
our  action  not  only  completed  but  passed  beyond 
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our  power  of  recall.  The  paper  before  us  is  not 
designed  to  influence  our  action,  but  to  show 
that  we  have  acted  unlawfully  and  unjustly, 
and  have  thereby  deprived  a  distinguished  citi- 
zen, and  the  highest  officer  in  the  government, 
of  his  constitutional  and  legal  rights. 

But,  said  Mr.  W.,  without  dwelling  longer 
upon  this  topic,  let  me  caution  gentlemen  not 
to  place  too  much  reliance  upon  English  pre- 
cedents as  being  applicable  to  the  legislative 
bodies  of  this  country.  We  have  written  con- 
stitutions defining  the  rights  and  limiting  the 
powers  of  all  the  departments  of  Government. 
How  is  it  in  England?  What  is  the  constitution 
of  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  ?  It  is  the 
will  of  Parliament.  What  are  the  "privileges" 
of  the  British  Parliament?  They  are  the  will 
of  the  British  Parliament.  Mr.  W.  said,  he 
believed  that  one  of  the  highest  courts  in  the 
kingdom  had  uniformly  decided  that  it  was  in- 
competent for  that  court  to  adjudge  what  was, 
and  what  was  not,  a  "privilege"  of  Parliament, 
because  "the  privileges  of  Parliament"  were 
the  will  and  pleasure  of  Parliament.  Would 
any  one  contend  that  the  privileges  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  are  the  will  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States?  That  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  Senate  are  the  will  of  the  Senate? 
Surely  not,  and  how  then  can  the  decisions  of 
the  British  Parliament  as  to  questions  of  "pri- 
vilege" foi'm  snfe  precedents  for  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States?  The  power  of  the  Par- 
liament over  the  subject  is  supreme,  and  any 
decision  it  may  please  to  make, is  the  paramount 
law  of  the  case.  The  power  of  Congress  is 
confined  to  the  specific  grants  of  power  to  be 
found  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  neither  it,  nor  either  of  its  branches,  can 
claim  privileges  in  contravention  of  that- instru- 
ment and  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  citi 
zen.  Mr.  W.  said,  he  could  not  consider  British 
precedents  upon  the  subject  of  Parliamentary 
privilege  as  deserving  of  much  weight  when  at- 
tempted to  be  applied  to  our  institutions.  He 
rather  considered  them  as  dangerous  guides, 
calculated  to  mislead  us  in  the  rigid  construction 
of  our  constitutional  privileges,  and  to  draw  us 
towards  those  Parliamentary  claims  which  have 
proved  the  most  dangerous  to  civil  liberty,  the 
claims  of  unrestrained  legislative  will  as  the 
measure  of  legislative  privilege.  Mr.  W.  said, 
he  knew  of  no  privilege  of  the  Senate,  and 
he  certainly  was  not  conscious  that  any  privi- 
lege of  his  own  was  violated  by  the  Protest;  and 
he  considered  it  not  less  the  duty  of  the  Senate, 
than  an  act  of  justice  to  the  President,  that  it 
should  be  entered  at  length  upon  the  journal, 
to  remain  forever  with  the  high  accusation  to 
which  it  was  an  answer. 

Other  precedents,  Mr.  W.  said,  had  been 
cited  for  another  purpose,  drawn  from  the  acts 
of  the  Senate  itself.  Reference  had  been  made 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  celebrated  Panama 
mission,  a  leading  measure  of  the  late  adminis- 
tration; and  he  understood  the  object  of  the  re- 
ference to  be  to  justify  the  Senate  in  the  pas- 
sage of  ihe  resolution  of  which  the  Protest  com- 
plained.    He  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  examine 


these  precedents,  because  he  was  convinced 
that  they  would  be  found  to  have  no  possible 
appellation  to  that  proceeding  which  they  were 
adduced  to  justify.  The  cases  would  be  seen 
to  be  wholly  unlike  in  every  material  particu- 
lar, and  to  exhibit  no  analogy  and  resemblance 
other  than  that  which  may  be  imagined  be- 
tween the  views  of  the  judge  as  to  what  the  law 
is,  wholly  disconnected  from  any  consideration 
of  an  act  done,  or  crime  committed,  and  the 
opinion  of  that  same  judge,  judicially  pronoun- 
ced, passing  sentence  of  condemnation  upon  a 
culprit  for  a  violation  of  that  law.  Even  this 
resemblance,  if  it  deserved  that  appellation, 
could  only  be  traced  bet^  een  the  case  now  un- 
der discussion  and  the  first  precedent  cited. 
Between  the  present  question  and  the  latter 
precedent  relied  upon,  he  was  unable  to  disco* 
ver  any  relationship  of  any  denomination  what- 
soever. He  would  not,  however,  ask  the  Se- 
nate to  take  his  opinions  as  authority  upon  the 
subject,  but  he  would  detain  them  while  he 
read  the  resolutions,  that  every  Senator  might 
form  his  own  opinion  as  to  the  extent  to  which 
they  were  precedents  for  the  unexampled  con- 
demnation which  had  been  pronounced  upon 
the  official  conduct  of  the  President  by  the  re- 
solution complained  of.  He  then  read  from  the 
journal  of  the  Senate  of  1825-6,  page  414,  as 
follows: 

"Mr.  Branch  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration,  which  was  read ,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed  in  confidence,  for  the  use  of  the 
members. 

"Whereas,  the  President  of  the  United 
State?,  in  his  opening  message  to  Congress,  as- 
serted, that  'invitations  had  been  accepted ,  and 
that  Ministers  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
would  be  commissioned  to  attend  the  delibera- 
tions at  Panama,'  without  submitting  said  nom- 
inations to  the  Senate:  And  whereas,  in  an 
Executive  communication  of  the  26th  day  of 
December,  1825,  although  he  submits  the  nom- 
inations, yet  maintains  the  right  previously  an- 
nounced in  his  opening  message,  that  he  pos- 
sesses an  authority  to  make  such  appointments, 
and  to  commission  them  without  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate  :  And  whereas,  a 
silent  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  this  body 
may,  at  some  future  time,  be  drawn  into  dan- 
gerous precedent.     Therefore, 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  does  not,  constitutionally,  possess  either 
the  right  or  the  power  to  appoint  Ambassadors 
or  other  public  Ministers,  but  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  except  when  vacan- 
cies may  happen  in  the  recess." 

This,  said  Mr.  W.  is  the  first  precedent  reli- 
ed upon  in  the  practice  of  the  Senate,  and 
what  is  it?  The  President  asserts  a  power  as 
constitutionally  resting  in  his  hands,  but  does 
not  attempt  its  exercise.  On  the  contrary ,  he 
does  what  the  resolution  declares  he  should  do, 
and  makes  to  the  Senate  the  very  nominations 
which  the  resolution  declares  sliould  be  made 
to  that  body  before  commissions  issue;  but  in 
the  communication  transmitting  the  nomina- 
tions, he  is  understood  to  reassert  the  right  to 
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issue  the  commissions  without  first  having  ob- 
tained the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 
For  over-caution,  and  lest  the  silence'of  the 
Senate  might  be  held  an  acquiescence  in  the  as 
sertion  of  power  made  by  the  President,  and 
lest  that  assertion  and  silence  might,  "at  some 
future  time,  be  drawn  into  dangerous  prece- 
dent," the  resnlution  is  offered,  counteracting 
the  assertion  of  power  made  by  the  President. 
No  official  act  of  the  President  is  complained 
of.  but  merely  the  assertion  of  an  opinion 
which  the  mover  of  the  resolution  held  to  be 
erroneous,  and  contrary  to  the  constitutional 
powers  conferred  upon  the  President.  It  is 
worthy  of  particular  remark  that  no  vote  of  the 
Senate  appears  ever  to  \mve  been  taken  upon 
Ae  resolution,  and,  therefore,  it  goes  no  far- 
ther as  a  preced«  nt  than  that  it  was  offered  by 
an  individual  member  of  the  Senate,  received 
and  entered  upon  the  journal,  but  never  acted 
upon,  adopted,  or  in  any  other  wav  made  the 
act  of  the  Senate.  As  has  been  before  remark- 
ed,  the  resolution  refers  to  no  act  of  the  Presi- 
dent, official  or  unofficial,  other  than  an  ex- 
pression of  an  opinion  as  to  his  constitutional 
powers  in  the  appointment  and  commissioning 
of  Foreign  Ministers.  It  neither  answers  nor 
condemns  any  act  of  the  JPresident,  official  or 
unofficial,  but  merely  pronounces  an  opinion 
upon  the  point  involved,  contrary  to  the  opi- 
nion entertained  and  expressed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, but  never  acted  upon;  and  all  the  record 
shows,  is,  that  the  (then)  President  believed 
he  had  the  right,  without  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  to  commission  Ministers  to 
represent  this  Government  abroad,  and  at  pla- 
ces and  in  relations  where  no  such  representa 
tives  of  the  Government  had  before  existed, 
at»d  the  Senator  who  offered  the  resolution  did 
not  believe  that  he  possessed  any  such  power. 
So  much  for  the  first  precedent  cited  from  our 
own  authority  to  sustain  the  action  of  the  Se- 
nate in  condemning,  without  trial,  the  Presi- 
dent ofthe  United  States,   for  his  official  acts. 

Mr.  W.  then  rc*d  from  the  same  journal,  p. 
461  ■  as  follows: 

44  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Van  Buren  to 
amend  the  resolution,  by  adding  thereto  the 
following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  ofthe  United 
States,  in  authorizing  the  President  of  the  U. 
States  to  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice 
»nd  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint  4  Ambassa- 
dors and  other  public  Ministers,'  authorizes  the 
nomination  and  appointment  to  offices  of  a  di- 
plomatic character  only,  existing  by  virtue  of 
international  laws;  and  does  not  authorize  the 
nomination  and  appointment  (under  the  name 
of  Ministers)  of  representatives  to  an  Assembly 
of  nations,  like  the  proposed  Congress  of  Pa- 
nama, who,  from  the  nature  of  their  appoint- 
ment, must  be  mere  deputies,  unknown  to  the 
law  of  nations,  and  without  diplomatic  charac- 
ter or  privilege." 

"Resolved,  That  the  power  of  forming  or  «n- 
tering  (in  any  manner  whatever)  into  new  po- 
litical associations,  or  confederacies,  belongs 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  their  sove- 


reicn  character,  being  one  of  the  powers  which, 
not  having  been  delegated  to  the  Government, 
is  reserved  to  the  States  or  the  people;  and  that 
it  is  not  within  the  constitutional  power  ofthe 
Federal  Government  to  appoint  deputies,  or  re- 
presentatives of  any  description,  to  represent  the 
United  States  in  the  Congress  of  Panama,  or  to 
participate  in  the  deliberation,  or  discussion,  or 
recommendation,  or  acts,  of  that  Congress. 

"Resolved,  As  to  the  opinion  of  the  Senate, 
that  (waiving  the  question  of  constitutional  pow- 
er,) the  appointment  of  deputies  to  the  Congress 
of  Panama,  by  the  United  States,  according  to 
the  invitation  given,  and  its  conditional  accep-- 
tance,  would  be  a  departure  from  that  wise  and 
settled  policy  which  by  the  intercourse  of  the 
United  States  with  foreign  nations  has  hitherto 
been  regulated,  and  may  endanger  the  friendly 
relations  which  now  happily  exist  between  us 
and  the  Spanish  American  States,  by  creating 
expectations  that  engagements  will  be  entered 
into  by  us,  at  that  Congress,  which  the  Senate 
could  not  ratify,  and  of  which  the  people  of  the 
United  States  would  not  approve. 

"Resolved,  That  the  advantages  of  the  pro- 
posed mission  to  the  Congress  of  Panama  (if  at- 
tainable) would,  in  the  opinion  ofthe  Senate,  be 
better  obtained,  without  such  hazard,  by  the  at- 
tendance of  one  of  our  present  Ministers  near 
either  of  the  Spanish  Governments,  authorized  to 
express  the  deep  interest  wc  feel  in  their  pros- 
perity, and  instructed  fully  to  explain  (when  re- 
quested) the  great  principles  of  our  policy,  but 
without  being  a  member  of  that  Congress,  and 
without  povt  er  to  commit  the  United  States  to 
any  stipulated  mode  of  enforcing  those  priciples, 
in  any  supposed  or  possible  state  ofthe  world."  1 

This,  Mr.  W.  said,  was  the  second  precedent 
relied  upon,  and  from  which  quotations  had 
been  made,  to  sustain  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  which  the  President  complains  in 
the  Protest.  What  is  this  authority  ?  The  re- 
solutions deny  the  constitutional  power  of  the 
President  and  Senate,  under  the  authority  given 
in  that  instrument,  to  appoint  "Ambassadors 
and  other  public  Ministers,"  to  appoint  Repre- 
sentatives to  a  Congress  of  nations,  and  assert, 
that  the  character  of  such  representatives 
would  not  be  diplomatic,  and  that  the  persons 
appointed  would  not  be  entitled  to  diploma- 
tic privileges;  that  the  Federal  Government  in 
all  its  branches,  does  not  possess  the  consti- 
tutional power  to  enter  into  political  associa- 
tions and  confederacies.new  in  their  character, 
and  unknown  to  the  country,  but  that  this  is 
one  of  the  powers  reserved  to  the  States  or  to 
the  people;  that  the  appointment  of  deputies 
to  represent  the  United  States  in  the  proposed 
Congress  of  nations  at  Panama,  would  be  a  de- 
parture from  the  wise  policy  heretofore  pursu- 
ed by  the  Government  in  its  intercourse  with 
foreign  nations,  and  might  endanger  the  friend- 
ly relations  at  that  time  existing  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Spanish  American  States; 
and  that  all  the  valuable  purposes  of  the  pro- 
posed mission,  or  representation,  might  be 
better  attained  through  the  agency  of  some  one 
of  our  diplomatic  agents  near  those  States.  This 
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is  the  substance  of  four  resolutions,  and  do 
they  assume  to  condemn  the  official  acts  of  the 
then  President?  Do  they  ever  assume  to  deny 
to  him  constitutional  powers  which  they  do  not, 
at  the  same  time,  deny  to  the  Senate  itself,  and 
to  every  other  branch  of  the  Government  ?  Mr. 
W.  said  he  did  not  so  understand  them,  and  he 
had  been  wholly  unable  to  trace  the  most  re 
mote  analogy  between  these  resolutions  and 
the  sentence  of  the  Senate,  pronounced  against 
the  official  acts  of  the  President,  which  they 
had  been  referred  to,  to  sustain.  When  these 
resolutions  were  offered  to  the  Senate,  no  ef- 
fective act  had  been  perfoimed  by  any  depart- 
ment of  the  Government.  The  President  had 
nominated  what  he  called  Ministers  to  attend 
the  Congress  of  nations  at  Panama,  but  he  had 
not  attemp'ed  to  commission  and  uespatch 
them,  without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate;  and  it  was  upon  the  question  of  giving 
this  advice  and  consent  that  these  resolutions, 
as  well  as  that  one  which  constituted  the  first 
precedent  quoted,  were  offered  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate.  The  questions  involved  in 
both  were  those  of  constitutional  power  in  some 
one,  or  in  all,  of  the  departments  of  the  Go- 
vernment, or  questions  of  political  expediency, 
as  connected  with  the  wise  and  safe  administra- 
tion of  our  foreign  relations.  No  official  act  of 
any  officer  of  the  Government,  or  of  any  de- 
partment of  the  Government,  was  either  allu- 
ded to,  or  proposed  to  be  censured  or  condemn- 
ed The  whole  contest  in  both  cases,  was  one 
of  opinion  merely  and  not  of  action,  and, 
whichever  way  it  should  have  resulted,  no  of- 
ficer or  department  of  the  Government  was 
either  impeached  or  condemned  for  acts  in  vio- 
lation of  the  Constitution  or  laws.  It  it  also 
a  fact  w  orthy  of  remark,  and  not  to  be  over- 
looked, that  these  last  resolutions  were  ex- 
pressly rejected  by  the  Senate,  by  a  single 
vote  taken  upon  the  whole. 

Such,  Mr.  W.  said,  had  been  the  success  of 
the  powerful  advocates  of  the  proceeding  of  the 
Senate  in  condemnation  of  the  President,  in  their 
attempts  to  support,  by  precedent  drawn  from 
our  own  parliamentary  history,  the  action  of  this 
body.  Might  he  not,  without  injustice  to  any  one, 
assume  that  a  proceeding,  so  novel,  and  which 
found  such  very  slender  supports,  or  rather,  such 
entire  want  of  support,  from  any  former  expres- 
sion ever  offered  to  either  branch  of  Congress, 
must  be,  at  least,  doubtful  as  to  either  its  legis- 
lative, executive,  or  judicial  propriety  ?  He  must 
be  permitted  to  think  that,  whichever  character 
should  be  claimed  for  this  resolution  of  the  Sen 
ate,  it  would  be  found  equally  indefensible  in 
principle  and  precedent. 

Mr.  W.  said  it  now  remained  for  him  to  reply, 
as  briefly  as  possible,  to  some  of  the  remarks  of 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (VJr. 
Clat,)  and  having  done  so,  he  would  relieve  the 
Senate  from  hearing  him  further. 

The  honorable  Senator  told  us,  and  I  was 
somewhat  surprised  that  he  had  been  able  to  con- 
vince himself  that  such  was  the  fact,  that  the  ad 
vocates  of  the  resolution  uniformly  avoided 
•peaking  of  the  motives  of  the  President.     Had 


the  honorable  gentleman  forgotton  that  in  almost 

the  first  sentence  of  his  address,  on  opening  the 
debate,  he  pronounced  to  the  Sfcnate  and  the 
country   that  the  President  was   attempting  to 

grasp  all  the  powers  of  this  Government  into  hi* 
single  hand  ?  Had  he  forgotten  how  frequently 
that  officer  of  the  Government  was,  during  the 
course  of  that  debate,  termed  a  despot,  a  usurper, 
a  military  chief  ain  ?  How  often  the  harsh  term 
of  "a  robbery  of  the  public  treasury"  was  applied 
to  the  act  of  the  removal  of  the  depositcs  ? 

[Here  Mr.  Clat  explained.  He  said  he  did 
not  intend  to  refer  to  the  debates  in  his  remarks 
in  relation  to  the  President's  motites;  and  what  he 
had  intended  to  say,  was  that  the  resolution  con- 
tained no  imputation  upon  his  motives.] 

Mr.  W.  said  he  would  accept  the  gentleman's 
explanation;  for  he  felt  sure  at  the  time  he  heard 
the  remark,  that  it  could  not  have  been  intended 
in  its  literal  sense.  The  gentleman  used  the 
term  "advocates,"  from  which  Mr.  W.  inferred 
thai  he  alluded  to  the  debate*;  but  as  his  ex- 
planation seemed  to  admit,  that  in  the  debates 
upon  the  resolution,  the  motives  of  the  President 
was  not  permitted  to  escape  accusation,  he 
would  consider  the  remark  as  applied  to  the  re- 
solution itself.  And  what  said  Mr.  W.  is  the 
resolution,  as  it  stands  upon  our  journal?  Is  it 
merely  an  accusation,  an  indictment,  an  article 
of  impeachment?  No,  sir.  It  is  a  judgment 
upon  an  accusation.  It  does  not  adduce;  hut 
assuming  all  anterior  proceedings,  it  convicts. 
In  vain,  then,  do  gentlemen  tell  us  that  it  does 
not,  in  its  terms,  refer  to  the  motives  of  the  Pre- 
sident, and  that  an  impeachment  must  accompa- 
ny an  accusation  of  crime,  with  an  allegation  of 
a  corrupt  or  wicked  intent.  The  position  was 
true  as  to  indictments,  and  miirht  be  true  as  to 
impeachments,  though  Mr.  W.  believed  the  al- 
legation of  wicked  intent  was  not  indispensable 
in  the  latter;  but  however  that  might  be,  no  one 
would  contend  that  any  reference  to  the  inten- 
tion of  the  d'i  fendant,  is  ever  made  in  the  entry 
of  the  record  of  a  criminal  judgment.  That  en- 
try merely  pronounces  the  accused  guilty  of  the 
crime  charged  in  the  most  general  language;  and 
the  judgment  thus  entered,  carries  with  it  by 
necessary  implication,  all  that  is  required  to 
sustain  itself.  It  relates  back  to  the  proceedings 
anterior  to  the  judgment  for  the  form  of  recusa- 
tion, the  allegations  of  intention,  and  all  else 
which  should  have  existed  to  sustain  the  judg- 
ment, and,  in  the  absenee  of  these  proceedings, 
the  entry  of  the  judgment  simply,  must  be  held 
as  the  strongest  prima  facie  evidence  that  those 
preliminary  proceedings  were  regular  and  suf- 
ficient. Such,  Mr.  W.  said,  was  the  light  in 
which  he  viewed  the  resolution  of  the  Senate. 
It  pronounced  the  judgment  of  a  majority  of  the 
Senate  upon  an  impeachable  offence  charged 
against  the  President-  This  pronunciation  of  a 
judgment  of  guilty  was  the  only  entry  upon  re- 
cord, and  that  entry  must,  of  necessity,  carry 
with  it  the  unavoidable  implication  of  all  the 
preliminary  proceedings  requisite  to  authorise 
the  judgment  to  be  so  entered.  Who ,  then, 
could  say  that  the  Protest  was  wrong  in  thus 
stating  the  case?      And  who  will  say  that  the 
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President  was  wiong  in  complaining  of,  and 
protesting  against  this  conviction,  to  whom  it 
shall  be  known  that  no  preliminary  proceedings 
wh'tevcr  were  had?  that  no  accusation  was  e\cr 
made,  and  that  this  general  entry  of  a  judgment 
of  condemnation  is  the  only  step  ever  taken? 
Mr.  W.  said,  if  there  were  no  ether  reason  for 
entering  the  protest  upon  the  journal  of  the  Sen- 
ate, this  consideration,  in  his  judgment,  made 
it  their  imperious  duty  so  to  enter  it  as  an 
act  of  sheer  justice  to  the  President,  because, 
without  it,  the  journal  would  not  show  the  true 
history  of  the  transaction,  and  would  not,  there- 
fore, be  stripped  of  the  unjust,  and  as  it  would 
seem  from  the  remarks  of  gentlemen  in  this  de- 
bate, unintended  implication  to  which  he  had  allu- 
ded. 

Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  W..  I  was  more 
pleased  when  the  honortble  Senator  told  uf 
that  this  message  of  the  Pres'dent  ought  to  be 
diffused;  that  he  hopeil  a  copy  of  it  would 
reach  the  hands,  and  meet  the  eye,  and  careful 
perusal,  of  «■  very  man,  woma-«,  and  child,  in  the 
country;  and  that  he  would  gladly  contribute 
from  his  own  pr  vate  means,  to  g've  it  circula- 
tion. I  agree  with  him  fully  in  this  opinion, 
and  this  wish,  but,  judging  from  the  character 
and  tendfney  of  his  remarks,  we  must  have 
come  to  a  like  conclusion  from  very  different 
views  of  the  paper,  and  of  the  effects  to  be 
produced  upon  the  public  mind  by  its  extend 
ed  <iistribution.  I  think  it  eminently  calculated 
to  jusify,  not  only  the  motives,  but  the  acts  of 
the  President,  with  the  public;  to  arouse  the 
public  attention  tothe'dangei  ous,  and  as  I  think, 
unconstitutional  exercise  of  power  by  this  body, 
in  their  late  condemnation  of  the  Pres  dent, 
without  an  impeachment  and  without  a  trial ; 
and  to  extend  the  popularity  or  that  worthy 
public  servant,  and  strengthen  'he  salutary 
principles  of  his  administration.  The  honora- 
ble Senator  must  suppose  that  effects,  precise- 
ly the  reverse  of  these,  will  be  produced  by 
the  cir  ula  ion  of  this  message,  or,  surely,  he 
would  not  voluntarily  contribute  to  its  circula- 
tion. He,  no  doubt,  thinks  that  the  paper  is 
calculated  t  >  produce  a  belief  in  'he  existence 
of  those  alarming  encroachments  of  executive 
power  against  which  he  so  frequently  and  so 
eloquently  warns  us.  But  whether  the  honora- 
ble Senator  or  mysejf  be  correct  in  our  impres- 
sions as  to  the  effect  to  be  produced  by  the  cir- 
culation of  the  message,  so  long  as  we  both 
agree  that  impor  ant  and  salutary  purposes 
would  be  accomplished  by  its  universal  distri- 
bution, ought  we  not  also  to  agree  upon  the 
propriety  and  duty  of  making  so  important  a 
paper,  and  from  the  reading  of  which  we  anti- 
cipate so  important  consequences,  a  matter  of 
perpetual  record  upon  our  journal  ?  I  appeal 
to  the  honorable  Senator  to  say  whether  the 
consequence  he  has  himself  attached  to  the 
message  does  not  show  that  it  ought  to  be  per- 
petuated as  a  part  of  our  national  history.  If  it 
contain  evidence  of  executive  encroachments 
dangerous  to  our  civil  institutions,  ought  we 
not  to  spread  it  upon  our  journals  as  a  solemn 
warning  to  all  future  Presidents  against  the  like 


attempts?  If  it  unjustly  assail  the  Senate,  or 
any  of  its  members,  do  we  not  owe  it  to  our- 
selves and  to  our  constituents  to  record  the  ag- 
gre  sion  and  to  place  our  answer  and  defence 
by  its  side  ?  On  the  other  hand,  if,  as  I  sup- 
pose, the  Senate  have  encroached  upon  the 
constitutional  rights  of  the  Executive,  and  the 
message  exposes  the  violation  of  our  powers, 
are  we  not  bound,  in  strict  justice  to  the  Presi- 
dent, to  give  the  exposition  a  place  upon  the 
same  record  which  contains  our  violation?  ^  In 
any  sense,  Mr.  W.  paid,  in  which  he  could  view 
the  subject,  the  message  ought  to  be  entered 
upon  the  journal,  and  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know 
how  gentlemen  were  able  to  reconcile  it  to 
their  feelings  to  pronounce  the  paper  impor- 
tant, and  its  wide  circulation  useful  and  desira- 
ble, and  then  to  contend  that  it  ought  not  to  be 
thus  perpetuated.  They  could  not  desire  to 
fix  upon  it  this  mark  of  the  disapprobation  of 
the  Senate,  to  precede  its  circulation  among 
the  people.  Thry  could  not  fear  its  effect  in 
the  hands  of  our  enlightened  citizens  unless 
that  effect  shall  be  modified  by  this  unfavorable 
treatment  nf  the  paper  here.  He  did  hope  Se- 
nators would  reflect  upon  the  importance  of 
the  questions  involved,  and  would  give  the  mes- 
sage its  place  upon  the  journal  of  the  Senate. 
But,  Mr  President,  if  the  Senate  shall  conclude 
<o  refuse  the  paper  an  entry  upon  the  journal, 
will  they  enter  upon  that  journal  the  resolu- 
tions before  you,  characterizing  and  condemn- 
ing it?  Will  they  pronounce  the  message  un- 
consti  utional,  an  encroachment  of  executive 
power,  and  a  breach  of  the  priv  leges  of  the 
Senate,  and  not  let  that  journal  show  upon 
wh  t  that  harsh  judgment  was  formed  ?  Will 
they  compel  us  to  record  our  names  against 
th  resolutions,  and  refuse  us  an  entry  of  the 
paper  to  justify  or  condemn  our  course?  I  hope 
not.  If  the  message  is  to  be  excluded,  I  do  hope 
that  the  Senate  will  be  content  with  its  exclu- 
sion simply,  and  that  if  its  contents  are  to  be  ex- 
amined for  grounds  upon  which  to  condemn  it, 
the  paper,  itself  may  be  allowed  a  place  by  the 
side  of  our  condemning  sentence,  that  all  who 
hereafter  read  our  journal  maybe  able  to  judge 
between  th  se  who  approve  and  those  who  dis- 
approve it. 

Mr.  VV.  said,  the  honorable  Senator  had  told 
us  that  the  President  had  not  come  here  in  the 
humbled  and  subdued  tone  of  a  convicted  culprit 
but  in  atone  and  spirit  indicating  a  feeling  far 
above  any  tribunal  of  the  country.  He  does 
not  come  here,  sir,  in  the  tone  of  a  criminal  or 
convict,  for  he  is  neither;  but  he  comes  here  in 
the  tone  and  spirit  of  an  injured  man.  His  per- 
sonal and  official  rights  have  been  violated,  and 
a  sentence  has  been  pronounced  against  him 
calculated  to  have  the  moral  influence  upon  his 
character  and  fame,  of  a  conviction  for  crime, 
while  he  has  not  even  been  constitutionally  ac- 
cused, much  less  tried  or  convicted.  It  is  of 
this  he  complains.  He  is  not  resisting  a  judicial 
sentence,  regularly  pronounced,  but  an  effort 
to  visit  upon  him  the  evil  consequences  of  such 
a  sentence,  without  allowing  him  a  trial,  and 
against  the  positive  provisions  of  the  Constitu« 
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tution.  Should  he  then  come  in  the  subdued 
spirit  of  a  convict?  But  where  does  the  Senate 
find  authority  for  saying  that  the  message  dis- 
plays a  feeling  in  the  President  "lar,  far  above 
any  tribunal  of  the  country?"  To  what  tribu- 
nals of  the  country  is  the  President,  as  such, 
legally  subject?  To  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives by  way  of  impeachment,  and  to  this  body 
by  way  of  trial  upon  such  impeachment,  and  to 
the  great  tribunal  of  the  people.  Has  he  not  in 
ihe  message  expressly  recognized  and  acknow- 
ledged his  subjection,  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Constitution,  to  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress?  Is  not  his  complaint  that  the  provi 
sions  of  that  instrument  have  not  been  regarded  in 
the  late  action  of  the  Senate,  but  that  this  House 
of  Congress  has  stept  by  the  other  and  assumed 
a  jurisdiction  not  conferred  upon  it  by  the  Con- 
stitution? And  is  not  the  message  itself  an  ap- 
peal to  the  Senate  against  its  own  injustice,  and 
in  effect,  through  the  Senate,  to  the  tribunal 
of  public  opinion,  the  only  tribunal  to  which  an 
appeal  can  be  taken  from  the  decisions  of  the 
Senate?  Is  it  right  then  to  say  that  the  President, 
in  this  message,  has  exhibited  a  feeling  above 
the  tribunals  of  the  country  to  which  he  is  re- 
sponsible? I  am  sure  the  Senator's  sen«e  of 
justice  will  show  him  that  he  does  the  Presi- 
dent manifest  wrong  in  this  declaration. 

The  conduct  of  the  President,  in  sending  this 
protest  to  the  Senate,  Mr.  W.  said,  had  been 
the  subject  of  severe  animadversion,  and  the 
act  had  been  pronounced  unprecedented  and  un- 
authorized. To  rebut  these  suggestions,  the 
Senator  from  Illinois,  (Mr.  Kane,)  had  presented 
a  precedent  from  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, which  was  supposed  strongly  to  support 
the  course  pursued  by  the  President  upon  this 
occasion.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky had  commented  upon  the  Pennsylvania 
case,  and  seemed  to  have  satisfied  himself  that 
it  did  not  go,  in  any  degree,  to  support  the  com- 
munication of  the  President  now  before  the  Sen- 
ate, and  the  request,  accompanying  it,  that  it 
should  be  entered  upon  the  journal.  Mr.  W. 
said  it  would  be  his  duty  very  briefly  to  examine 
the  two  cases,  that  the  Senate  might  the  better 
determine  how  far  the  one  would  justify  the 
other.  He  had  understood  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator to  say  that  the  attempt  was  to  impeach 
Gov.  McKean,  then  the  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  before  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  that  State,  the  body  possessing,  by 
the  State  constitution,  the  power  of  impeach- 
ment; that  a  committee  of  the  House  reported 
certain  accusations  against  the  Governor,  con- 
cluding with  instructions  that  articles  of  im- 
peachment should  be  prepared;  that  a  majority 
of  the  House,  acting  upon  the  report  of  the 
committee,  negatived  the  accusations,  and  re- 
fused to  order  an  impeachment;  that  the  reso- 
lutions, by  way  of  accusation,  reported  by  the 
committee,  although  negatived  by  a  majority 
of  the  House,  were  entered  upon  its  journal  in 
the  due  course  of  tho  action  of  the  House  upon 
them;  and  that,  subsequently  to  the  final  ac- 
tion of  the  House,  the  Governor  sent  to  it  his 
defence  against  th*  Recusations  which  was  re- 


ceived and  ordered  te  be  entered  upon  the 
journal,  that  the  accusations  and  the  defence 
might  remain  together  as  matter  of  record  for  i 
all  succeeding  ages.  This  was  the  Pennsylva- 
nia case,  as  he  had  understood  the  honorable 
Senator  to  relate  it,  and  as  he  understood  the 
facts  to  be.  What  was  the  case  now  before  the 
Senate?  No  attempt  had  been  made  to  im- 
peach the  President  before  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, the  body  alone  possessing  the  con- 
stitutional power  to  find  an  impeachment  against 
him;  but  the  Senate,  passing  by  the  action  of 
the  House,  had  proceeded  in  a  summary  man- 
ner, and  without  impeachment  or  trial,  to  pass 
a  sentence  of  condemnation  against  him  for  a 
high  crime,  not  assuming  to  act  in  its  judicial 
character,  as  trying  an  impeachment,  but  in  its 
legislative  character,  without  any  practical  le- 
gislative purpose.  Against  this  sentence,  thus 
pronounced,  the  President  remonstrates,  and 
sends  his  remonstrance  to  the  Senate,  and  one 
of  the  questions  before  us  is,  shall  it  be  entered 
upon  the  journal?  The  Senator  says,  the  case 
of  Governor  McKean  is  not  an  authority  in  fa- 
vor of  allowing  the  request  of  the  President, 
because  in  that  case  there  was  an  unsuccessful 
attempt  to  impeach,  and  the  majority  of  the 
body  to  which  the  protest  was  sent,  justified  the 
conduct  of  the  officer;  whereas,  there  has  been 
no  attempt  to  impeach,  but  the  majority  of  the 
Senate  (the  judicial  tribunal)  have  condemned 
without  impeachment,  and  as  a  mere  legislative 
expression.  What  is  the  force  of  this  reason- 
ing? WThere  an  attempt  is  made  to  accuse  a 
public  officer,  which  attempt  is  unsuccessful, 
because  the  majority  of  the  impeaching  body 
think  him  innocent,  and  refuse  to  accuse  him, 
the  officer  shall  have  the  right  to  defend  him- 
self against  the  unsuccesful  accusations,  and 
shall  be  permitted  to  spread  his  defence  upon 
the  same  record  where  the  rejected  accusations 
are  to  be  found;  but  if  the  body,  not  authoriz- 
ed to  accuse,  but  judicially  to  try  an  accusation, 
shall  overstep  the  accusing  power,  and  pro- 
nounce their  sentence  without  either  accusa- 
tion or  trial,  then  the  officer  shall  not  he  per- 
mitted to  offer  his  defence,  or  to  have  it  made 
a  part  of  that  record  which  proclaims  te  the 
public  his  condemnation.  Surely  the  Senator 
will  not,  upon  more  reflection,  contend  for  so 
inconsistent  a  rule  as  this.  In  the  one  case  the 
accusation  is  destroyed  by  the  vote  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  body,  to  which  it  is  submitted, 
and  then  the  officer's  defence  is  received  and 
recorded;  in  the  other  case  the  sentence  of 
guilty  is  entered  upon  its  record  by  the  judicial 
body,  while  neither  accusation  nor  trial  have 
preceded  it,  and  then  the  defence  is  refused  a 
place  upon  that  same  record.  Can  ary  one 
fail  to  see  that,  if  the  Pennsylvania  case  is  good 
parliamentary  authority,  the  case  of  the  Presi- 
dent in  this  instance  is,  in  all  respects,  much 
stronger? 

This,  Mr.  W.  said,  brought  him  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  and 
of  the  various  changes  which  it  had  undergone 
between  the  time  of  its  introduction  and  the 
time  when  the  vote  of  tho  3c  »te  was  taken 
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upon  it.  The  honorable  Senator  had  said  that 
"the  President  had  been  declai'ed  by  the  Senate 
to  have  violated  the  Constitution  and  laws  in  the 
particulars  mentioned  in  the  resolution."  Mr. 
W.  said  the  remark  struck  him  with  peculiar 
force  when  it  was  made,  as  it  appeared  to  him 
to  evince  an  unchanged  purpose  in  the  mind  of 
the  Senator,  although  it  indicated  a  forgetfulness 
of  the  material  difference  between  the  resolu- 
tion in  its  present  shape  and  that  resolution 
which  he  had  at  first  proposed.  One  of  the 
principal  complaints  in  the  Protest,  and  one 
which  he  (Mr.  W.)  thought  entitled  to  peculiar 
weight,  grew  out  of  these  chances  of  the 
resolution,  and  that  the  force  of  that  complaint 
might  be  accurately  understood,  he  considered 
it  his  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
what  the  resolution  was,  as  introduced,  to  what 
it  is,  as  passed,  and  to  its  progress  from  the  one 
form  to  the  other.  The  original  resolution, 
offered  by  the  honorable  Senator,  was  in  these 
words: 

"Resolved,  That  by  dismissing  the  late  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  because  he  would  not, 
contrary  to  his  sense  of  his  own  duty,  remove 
the  money  of  the  United  States,in  deposite  with 
thefBank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches, 
in  conformity  with  the  President's  opinion,  and 
by  appointing  his  successor  to  effect  such  remo- 
val, which  has  been  done,  the  President  has 
assumed  the  exercise  of  a  power  over  the  trea- 
sury of  the  United  States,  not  granted  to  him 
by  the  Constitution  and  laws,  and  dangerous  to 
the  liberties  ot  the  people." 

Here,  Mr.  W.  said,  specific  grounds  of  vi- 
olation were  assigned.  In  this  shape  of  the 
resolution,  the  Pres'dent  could  know  what  acts 
of  his  were  complained  of.  Here,  when  he  was 
charged  with  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  and 
laws,  he  was  told  wherein  the  alleged  violations 
consisted.  The  removal  of  one  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  because  he  declined  to  do  a  specified 
act,  and  the  appointment  of  a  successor  to  do 
that  act,  were  the  violations  assigned.  In  this 
shape  the  resolution  remained,  without  an  inti- 
mation that  it  was  to  undergo  any  material 
change,  until  after  the  honorable  Senator  was  in 
the  occupation  of  the  floor  to  make  a  final  close 
of  the  debate.  For  full  three  months  the  de- 
bate continued  and  was  entirely  directed  to 
these  specified  acts  of  the  President,  the  one 
side  laboring  to  sustain  the  acta  as  constitutional 


and  lawful,  and  the  other  side  attempting,  with 
equal  perseverance,  to  prove  them  to  be  above 
and  beyond  the  authority  conferred  upon  the 
President  by  the  Constitution  and  the  law.  On 
the  morning  of  the  second  day  of  the  honorable 
Senator's  closing  speech,  he  offered  the  follow- 
ing, as  a  modification  of  the  original  resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  in  taking  upon  himself  the 
responsibility  of  removing-  the  deposites  of  the 
public  money  from  the  Bank  of  the  U.  States, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  has  assumed 
the  exercise  of  a  power  over  the  treasury  of 
the  United  States  not  granted  to  him  by  the 
Constitution  and  laws,  and  dangerous  to  the  li- 
berties of  the  people." 

Here  was  a  departure  from  the  points  which 
had  been  debated,  and  a  new  fact  assumed,  upon 
which  the  condemnation  of  the  President  was  to 
rest.  This  modification  charges  upon  him  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  and  assigns  that  act  as 
the  assumption  of  a  power  "not  granted  to  him 
by  the  Constitution  and  laws,  and  dangerous  to 
the  liberties  of  the  people."  Although  objection- 
able, as  assuming  new  ground  after  the  debate 
had  closed,  this  proposition,  like  the  orignal, 
pointed  to  a  specific  act,  and  assigned  that  act 
as  the  violation  charged .  After  the  honorable 
Senator  had  closed  his  remarks,  and  at  the  mo- 
ment when  the  question  was  being  stated  from 
the  Chair,  the  modification  above  given  was 
withdrawn,  and  the  following  was  offered  in  its 
place,  and  in  the  place  of  the  original  resolution: 

' 'Resolved,  That  the  President,  in  the  late 
executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public 
revenue,  has  assumed  upon  himself  authority 
and  power  not  conferred  by  the  Constitution  and 
laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both." 

No  question  having  been  taken  upon  the  reso- 
lution, it  was  'in  the  power  of  the  mover  to 
modify  it  at  his  pleasure,  without  any  vote  of  the 
Senate,  and  by  the  exercise  of  that  right,  on  his 
part,  it  was  made  to  assume  the  above  shape;  in 
which  shape  it  was  adopted  by  the  Senate,  as 
stated  in  the  protest.  Mr.  W.  said,  he  consider- 
ed this  last  modification  of  the  resolution,  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  and  indefensible  steps  in 
the  proceeding  of  the  Senate.  Hero  the  Presi- 
dent is  charged  with  violation  the  Constitution 
and  laws,  and  no  act  of  his  whatever  is  named  as 
constituting  the  violation  complained  of  The 
President  is  not  informed  wherein  his  guilt  con- 
sists; though  he  is  pronounced  guilty  of  a  high 
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crime,  and  no  man  can  say  what  act  of  his  was 
the  act  which,  in  the  mind  of  the  Senate,  consti- 
tuted the  violation  the  resolution  pronounces 
against  him.  "The  late  Executive  proceedings 
in  relation  to  the  public  revenue,"  is  the  specifica- 
tion, while  every  one  knows  that  there  is  not  a  day 
when  "Executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the 
public- revenue"  do  not  take  place.  The  Presi- 
dent, then,  mayjustify,  to  the  satisfaction  of  every 
man  in  the  country,  every  executive  act  of  his 
official  life  relating  to  the  public  revenue,  save 
one,  and  be  that  one  act  what  it  may,  he  stands 
condemned  by  this  resolution,  in  consequence  of 
it,  of  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws; 
and  it  will  be  competent  for  those  who  voted  for 
the  resolution  to  assign  that  act  in  justification  of 
their  votes,  even  though  the  act  itself  shall  never 
yet  have  been  the  subject  of  attention  in  the  Se- 
nate. 

Are  citizens  and  high  public  officers  in  this  free 
country  to  be  not  only  accused ,  but  condemned, 
in  this  blind  and  general  manner?  Is  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  the  first  officer  of  the 
Government,  to  be  thus  pronouced  guilty  of  a 
high  crime  without  notice,  and  without  a  trial, 
and  not  to  be  told  what  acts  of  his  life  have  drawn 
down  upon  him  the  heavy  sentence ?  When  this 
is  done,  as  it  has  been  done  by  the  action  of  the 
Senate,  is  he  to  be  denied  the  poor  privilege  of 
complaint,  the  humble  satisfaction  of  pointing 
out  the  injustice? 

Mr.  W.  said  he  was  well  aware  that  certain 
acts  of  the  President  were  occupying  the  public 
attention,  as  the  acts  intended  to  be  condemned 
by  the  Senate,  in  the  passage  of  the  resolution; 
and  that  those  acts  were  the  removal  of  the  late, 
and  the  appointment  of  the  present  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  the  change  of  the  deposites 
by  the  latter  officer;  or,  if  gentlemen  please,  by 
the  President,  through  him,  as  his  proper  sub- 
ordinate in  the  performance  of  that  duty.  But 
will  it  be  now  contended  that  these  were  the  acts 
which  influenced  Ihe  majority  of  the  Senate  in 
the  passage  of  the  resolution  ?  The  first  of  those 
acts,  to  wit,  the  removal  of  the  one  Secretary 
and  the  appointment  of  the  other,  were  specifi- 
cally assigned,  as  the  acts  of  violation,  in  the 
resolution  as  first  offered  by  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor. They  remained  the  acts,  and  the  only  acts 
assigned,  during  the  debate  of  three  months. 
At  the  close  of  that  debate,  they  were  withdrawn, 
surely  for  no  other  cause  than  that  they  would 
not  sustain  the  conclusion  sought  to  be  pro- 
nounced. The  removal  of  "the  deposites  of  the 
public  moneys  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,"  was  then  substituted  as  the  act  of  vio- 
lation which  was  to  constitute  the  President's 
guilt.  This  last  act  continued  to  be  the  specifi- 
cation during  the  closing  day  of  the  Senator's 
closing  speech  only,  when  it  too  was  found  insuffi- 
cient to  warrant  the  conclusion  contained  in  the 
resolution,  and  was  withdrawn,  to  give  place  to 
the  last  named  modification,  containing  no  other 
indication  of  the  act  or  acts  complained  of  than 
"the  late  executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the 
public  revenue;"  more  properly  speaking,  con- 
taining no  specification  of  the  act  or  acts  of  vio- 
lation.   Who  can  now  say  what  act  of  the  Pre- 


sident has  been  pronounced  by  the  Senate  an 
assumption  of  "authority  and  power  not  confer- 
red by  the  Constitution  and  laws,  but  in  deroga- 
tion of  both?"  Is  it  the  removal  of  the  late 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  office  for  the 
cause  for  which  that  removal  is  said  to  have  beeni 
made?  No;  for  that  act  and  its  alleged  cause- 
have  been  assigned  to  support  the  resolution, 
and  have  been  withdrawn.  Is  it  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
with  the  intention  that  he  should  remove  the  de- 
posites? No;  for  that  act  and  intention  have* 
been  assigned  to  support  the  resolution,  and 
have  been  withdrawn.  Is  it  both  these  acts  with 
the  cause  assigned  for  the  one,  and  the  intention  i 
imputed  to  the  other?  No;  for  all  were  assign- 
ed together,  and  withdrawn  together.  Is  it  the; 
removal  of  the  deposites,  and  the  agency  which 
the  President  had  in  that  removal?  No; 
for  that  removal,  an  act,  the  responsibility  of 
which  he  is  said  to  have  taken  upon  himself,  was 
assigned  to  support  the  resolution,  and  was,  on 
the  same  day,  withdrawn.  Who,  then,  can  say* 
what  act  of  the  President  has  made  him  guilty 
of  a  violation  of  the  law  and  the  Constitution  i 
And  yet  we  censure  him  for  complaining  that  he 
has  been  condemned  without  a  hearing,  and 
without  being  informed  what  has  been  his  of- 
fence. 

Mr.  W.  said,  the  honorable  Senator  had  told 
us  that  the  President  was  the  last  man  in  the 
world  who  had  a  right  to  complain  of  the  action 
of  the  Senate;  that  he  should  have  left  his  griev- 
ances to  the  redress  of  public  opinion.  And  is  it 
so  ?     Is   the  man  who  finds  himself  under  sen- 


tence 'for  a  high  crime,     without  even   having  ; 
known   that  he  had  been  accused ;  without  hav- 
ing been  allowed  a  trial  by  his   peers ;  without  i 
having  been  heard  in  his  defence — the  last  man 
in  the  world  who  had  a  right  to  complain  of  the  I 
proceeding?    Let  me,  said  Mr.  W.,  ask  the  hon- 
orable Senator,  should  he  to-day  find  published 
to  the  world  a  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the   United    States,  convicting  him   of  a   high  j 
crime,  and   should  that  publication  be  the  first  I 
notice  to  him  that  he  was  even  accused,  would 
he  permit  me  to  tell  him,  "You,   sir,  are  the  last  I 
man  in  the  world  who  has  a  right  to  complain  of 
the  injustice.     True  it  is,  the  sentence  has  gone 
^for  against  you,and  its  moral  influence  visits  itself 
upon  your  character  and  fame,and  upon  the  repu- 
tation and  feelings  of  your  family  and  friends ; 
true  it  is  that  the   sentence  has  been  passed  in 
direct  violation  of  some  of  the  dearest  rights  se-' 
cured  to  you  by  the  constitution  of  your  country  ; 
but  you  must  not  complain ;    you   must  leave 
your  grievances  to  be  redressed  by   public  opin- 
ion, and   you  must  not  inform  that  public  that 
your  rights  have  been  thus  invaded  ?"    No,  Mr. 
President,  the  honorable  Senator  would  not  per- 
mit me  to  address  to  him  this  language  in  the  sup- 
posed case  ;    he  would   complain,  and  give  his 
complaints  to  the  public,  and  I  feel  sure  that  re- 
flection will  convince  him  that  he  has  laid  down 
a  rule  for  the  President  in  this  instance,  which  he 
himself  would  not  observe. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  considered  it  proper,  in  this 
place,  to  notice  an  argument  of  the  honorable 
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Senator,  which  seemed  to  him  rather  specious 
than  sound  ;  but  which  was  calculated  to  mislead 
the  public  mind.  The  honorable  gentleman,  in 
his  forcible  and  happy  manner,  inquired  "if  the 
Senate  can  pronounce  the  act  of  the  President 
constitutional,  can  they  not  also  pronounce  that 
same  act  unconstitutional  ?"  And  having  thus 
shaped  J^iis  position,  he  went  on  to  say  that  the 
complaint  was  not  that  the  Senate  had  acted  upon 
the  subject  and  expressed  his  opinion  upon 
the  President's  official  conduct,  but  that  it  had 
pronounced  that  opinion  unfavorably.  The  posi- 
tion, Mr.  W.  said,  was  gratuitous,  and  not  war- 
ranted by  any  thing  to  be  found  in  the  message ; 
and  that  one  of  the  premises  taken  for  granted 
was  distinctly  denied,  and  without  that  the  rea- 
soning and  conclusion  fell  to  the  ground.  It  was 
not  admitted,  in  a  caso  where  an  impeachable 
charge  was  made,  that  the  Senate  could  pro- 
nounce in  favor  of  the  officer  accused,  until  the 
presentation  af  an  impeachment  enabled  it  to  as- 
sume its  judicial  character,  and  to  hear,  try,  and 
determine  the  questions  submitted. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  had,  upon  a  former  occasion, 
attempted  to  establish  the  position,  that  a  judg- 
ment of  acquittal  was  as  much  judicial  as  a  judg- 
ment of  conviction ;  and  hence,  that  the  qxio  animo 
of  a  public  officer,  charged  with  a  violation  of 
the  Constitution  and  law,  could  not  be  examined 
legislatively,  because  such  an  examination,  even 
for  the  sake  of  excusing  the  officer  from  criminal 
intent,  must  of  necessity  be  judicial.  He  now  re- 
peated the  same  opinion  ;  and  to  make  it  more 
plain  to  the  Senate,  that  exculpatory  action  in 
the  case  supposed,  would  be  a  violation  of  its 
constitutional  powers  and  duties,  he  would  sup- 
pose a  case  growing  out  of  the  existing  state  of 
things.  Suppose,  then,  that  the  opinions  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress  upon  the  subject  of  the 
removal  of  the  public  deposites  were  reversed  ; 
that  the  majority  of  the  Senate  believed  that  the 
Executive  had  discharged  his  constitutional  duty 
faithfully,  and  that  the  majority  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  held  a  contrary  opinion  ;  that 
the  House  was  proceeding  to  impeach  the  Pre- 
sident for  his  acts  upon  that  subject,  and  that  the 
Senate  should,  pending  that  proceeding,  in  an  as- 
sumed legislative  character,  originate  and  pass 
resolutions  declaring  constitutional  and  legal 
those  very  acts  of  the  President  upon  which  the 
House  were,  at  the  time,  founding  articles  of 
impeachment,  as  being  violations  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  the  law.  Will  any  one  doubt  that  such 
a  judgment  of  acquittal  by  the  Senate  would  be 
a  violation  of  its  duty  as  a  judicial  body,  and  a 
pre-judging  of  a  case  about  to  be  presented  judi- 
cially before  it?  It  is  not  then  true  that  the  Sen- 
ate can  properly  pronounce  in  favor  of  an  accus 
ed  officer,  until  he  is  regularly  put  upon  his  trial 
before  the  body,  and  the  argument  of  the  Sena- 
tor, based  upon  this  assumption,  wholly  fails,  and 
requires  no  farther  answer  than  the  single  alle- 
gation, that  the  position  belongs  to  the  Senator 
himself,  and  not  to  any  thing  to  be  found  in  the 
President's  communication. 

Again,  the  honorable  Senator  contends  that 
the  Pesident  says,  "the  Senate  did  not  originally 
intend  any  legislation  by  the  passage  of  the  re- 


solution." A.s  well  in  reference  to  the  remarks 
of  the  honorable  Senator  upon  this  point,  as  to 
those  of  the  member  from  New  Jersey,  who  was 
not  in  his  seat,  (Mr.  Southard.)  Mr.  W.  said 
he  deemed  it  important  to  see  what  the  Pesident 
had  in  fact  said.  He  would  therefore  read  from 
the  second  column  of  page  four  of  the  message, 
as  published  in  pamphlet  at  the  Globe  office. 
The  language  was  as  follows  : 

"The  resolution  in  question,  was  introduced, 
discussed  and  passed,  not  as  a  joint,  but  as  a 
separate  resolution.  It  asserts  no  legislative 
power;  proposes  no  legislative  action;  and  nei- 
ther possesses  the  form  nor  any  of  the  attributes 
of  a  legislative  measure.  It  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  entertained  or  passed  with  any  view 
or  expectation  of  its  issuing  in  a  law  or  joint 
resolution,  or  in  the  repeal  of  any  law  or  joint 
resolution,  or  in  any  other  legislative  action." 

This,  said  Mr.  W.,  is  what  the  President  has 
said  upon  the  point,  and  I  appeal  to  every  Sena- 
tor to  say  if  the  language  bears  out  the  declara- 
tion of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky.  It 
is  merely  that  the  resolution  doss  not  "appear ' 
to  have  been  entertained  or  passed  with  a  view 
to  legislation.  The  President  does  not  assume 
to  assert  the  fact  of  intention  or  purpose,  but 
merely  the  appearance.  How  then  stands  the 
case  with  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey? — 
He  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  President, 
had  stated  what  was  untrue,  and  what  he 
knew  to  be  untrue  in  this  particular.  I  believe, 
said  Mr.  W.,  that  this  was  the  first  instance,  in 
which  a  Senator  had  so  far  forgotten  himself,  and 
what  was  due  to  his  situation,  as,  in  his  place,  to 
charge  the  President  of  the  United  States  with 
known  and  intentional  falehood,  and  I  shall  make 
no  other  answer  to  such  a  charge  than  to  refer 
again  to  what  the  President  has  said,  and  to  what 
the  Senator  did  charge. 

Mr.  W.  said,  he  must,  however,  draw  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate  to  the  fact,  that  in  the 
whole  course  of  the  debate  upon  the  resolution 
referred  to,  from  the  first  sentence  almost,  in  the 
remarks  made  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Missouri,  (Mr.  Eenton,)  in  opening  the  debate 
against  the  resolution,  to  the  remarks  made  by 
himself,  at  the  close  of  the  debate  upon  that  side, 
it  had  been  asserted  and  repeated,  that  the 
resolution  was  judicial  in  its  character,  that  it 
did  not  and  could  not  lead  to  legislation,  and 
that  the  action  of  the  Senate  upon  it,  legislative- 
ly, was  palpably  unconstitutional,  and  a  usurpa- 
tion of  power.  In  answer  to  these  assertions 
and  arguments  he  had  not  once  heard  an  attempt 
to  point  out  the  legislation  designed  to  be  pro- 
moted by  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  though 
it  had  been  contended  that  the  Senate  had  a  right 
to  pass  it  to  protect  its  legislative  powers.  He 
had  not  himself  believed,  when  the  resolution 
was  before  the  Senate,  that  it  was  calculated  to 
lead  to  any  legislative  action,  and  on,  and  since 
its  passage,  he  had  exercised  ingenuity  in  vain 
to  conjecture  what  possible  act  of  legislation 
could  follow  from  it.  His  surprise,  then,  could 
be  well  imagined  when  he  had  heard  the  Chief 
Magistrate,  a  man  who  had  never,  by  his  most 
bitter  enemy,  been  accused  of  evasion  or  subter- 
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fuge,  directly  charged  with  intentional  falsehood 
for  saying  that  this  resolution  did  not  "appear" 
to  have  been  entertained  or  passed  with  a  view 
to  legislation.  He  now  called  upon  honorable 
gentlemen  to  point  out  the  legislation  intended 
to  follow  the  expression  of  opinion  contained  in 
this  resolution,  and  he  must  be  permitted  to  hope, 
that  the  charge  of  falsehood  against  the  President 
for  speaking  of  the  appearance  only  of  the  mea- 
sure, would  not  be  repeated  until  this  call  should 
be  answered.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, wheR  he  contended  that  the  resolution  was 
intended  to  lead  to  legislation,  admitted  fully 
that  any  attempt  to  reduce  the  intent  to  practice 
was  contingent,  and  depended  upon  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  other  branch  of  Congress  to  concur 
with  the  views  of  the  Senate.  This  was  another 
fact  going  far  to  justify  the  President,  and  much 
farther  to  show  that  no  legislation,  dependent 
upon  such  a  contingency,  could  have  been  rea- 
sonably expected. 

The  honorable  Senator  next  introduced  the 
subject  of  privilege,  and,  among  other  things, 
contended  that  the  message  was  a  breach  of  the 
privileges  of  the  Senate,  in  its  reference  to  the 
votes  of  individual  Senators  upon  the  resolution 
complained  of.  Mr.  W.  said,  he  would  make 
no  other  reply  to  this  position,  than  to  repeat 
what  had  been  already  said  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Illinois:  that  the  people  of  every 
State  were  as  much  the  i  constituents  of  the 
President  as  they  were  of  the  Senators  from  the 
given  State:  that  the  relations  between  them  and 
the  President  were  more  immediate  than  be- 
tween them  and  their  Senators:  that  the 
President  had  an  equal  right  with  any  Senator 
to  speak  of  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  the  State 
from  which  the  Senator  might  come,  to  exhibit  the 
evidence  of  what  those  wishes  were,  and  to  draw 
conclusions  from  that  evidence.  This,  if  any, 
was  the  offence  of  the  President  here  complain- 
ed of.  The  legislatures  of  certain  States  had  in- 
structed their  Senators  to  support  the  President 
in  the  acts  which  the  resolution  condemns;  some 
of  the  Senators  so  instructed,  had  felt  it  to  he 
their  duty  to  disregard  their  instructions,  and  to 
unite  in  the  condemnation  of  the  President  for 
the  acts  which  the  Legislatures  of  their  States 
have  expressly  approved.  The  Presidcat  is 
called  upon  to  make  his  defence  against  the  con- 
demnation thus  pronounced  upon  him,  and, 
among  other  things,  he  proceeds  to  show  that  his 
measures  have  been  in  accordance  with  the  pub- 
lic will;  that,  in  his  judgment,  an  expression 
from  a  State  Legislature  is  the  most  authentic 
evidence  of  the  wishes  of  those  whom  that  le- 
gislature represents,  when  the  people  have  not 
had  an  opportunity,  directly  through  the  ballot 
boxes,  to  make  their  expression  upon  the  point 
in  controversy;  that,  assuming  that  evidence  to 
be  the  true  index  of  the  will  of  the  States  men- 
tioned, he  is  sustained  by  them;  and  that  had 
their  Senators  acted  in  accordance  with  this 
will  thus  expressed,  he  should  have  been  sus- 
tained, and  not  condemned  by  the  Senate.  The 
President  expressly  disclaims  all  intention  to  in- 
terfere with  the  relations  between  the  Senators 
and  their  constituents,  and  says,  in  terms,  that  his 


only  object  in  referring  to  the  action  of  their  res 
pective  legislatures,  was  to  connect  those  expres 
sions  with  the  history  of  the  acts  for  which  he  had  : 
been  accused.     If  this  is  to  be  denounced  as  a 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  Senate,  we  can  ; 
effectually  seal  the  lips  of  the  President  so  fapj 
as  the  opinions  and  wishes  of  the  people  of  the 
States,  or  the  expressions  of  their  respective 
legislatures,  are  concerned,  lest  in  speaking  of 
them,  although  his  immediate  constituents,  he. 
may  he  guilty  of  a  trespass  upon  the  privileges- 
of  this  body. 

The  honorable  Senator  next  tells  us  that  thei 
President  has  no  right  to  ask  the  Senate  to  re- 
cord a  message  which  proposes  no  legislative- 
action.  It  has  already  been  seen  that  the  Presi 
dent  does  not  demand  that  the  message  before 
the  Senate  should  be  recorded  as  a  matter  of 
right,  but  respectfully  requests  it  as  a  matter  of 
justice;  not  that  it  has  any  relation  to  those  mes- 
sages, upon  subjects  of  legislation,  which  it  is  his 
duty,  by  the  Constitution,  to  send  to  the  Con-- 
gress,  but  that  it  is  a  communication  called  from 
him  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  unjustly  accu- 
sing him  of  crime,  and  unconstitutionally  en-  • 
croaching  upon  his  rights  as  a  citizen  and  a  pub- 
lic officer  of  the  Government.  Thus  much  be- 
ing premised,  it  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  this  po- 
sition to  say,  that  when  the  Senate  shall  abstain 
from  expressions,  spread  upon  its  journal,  con- 
demning the  President's  official  acts,  and  thus 
bringing  reproach  upon  him  as  a  magistrate  and 
a  citizen,  without  any  reference  to  legislative  ac- 
tion, that  officer  will  have  no  occasion  to  ask 
this  body  to  record  messages  in  answer  to  such 
expressions,  and  in  defence  of  himself,  which  pro- 
pose no  legislative  action. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  had  now  reached  an  argument 
not  confined  to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, but  which  had  been  used  by  most  of  those 
who  had  addressed  the  Senate  upon  the  subject 
of  the  protest,  on  that  side  of  the  House .  He  re- 
ferred to  the  allegation,  so  often  repeated,  that 
the  President,  in  this  paper,  had  set  up  a  claim, 
on  behalf  of  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  the  possession  and  custody,  of  not  only 
the  treasure,  but  all  the  property  of  the  govern- 
ment, of  every  name  and  description  whatsoever. 
To  this  argument,  or  rather  allegation,  he  be- 
lieved it  was  in  his  power  to  give,  and  he  intend- 
ed to  give,  a  full  and  perfect  answer.  It  will  be 
recollected,  said  Mr.  W.,that  the  protest  appeared 
here  on  the  17th  of  the  last  month,  and  that  upon 
the  21st,  four  days  after,  an  explanatory  commu- 
nication was  made  by  the  President,  to  that  part 
of  the  paper  from  which  this  position  is  drawn. 
Upon  the  reading  of  the  explanatory  communi- 
cation an  honorable  Senator  from  South  Caroli- 
na, (Mr.  Preston,)  took  the  floor,  and  congrat- 
ulated tile  Senate  "upon  the  retraxit"  of  the 
President.  Since  that  period,  he,  (Mr.  W.)  had 
understood  the  honorable  gentleman  to  say  that, 
upon  a  careful  examination  of  the  two  papers,  he 
had  strong  doubts  whether  the  second  paper  was 
a  "retraxit,''  and  whether  the  proper  construc- 
tion of  the  first  message  was  not  substantially 
that  given  to  it  by  the  second.  The  honorable 
Senator  from  Maine,  (Mr.  Sprague,)  had  said 
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distinctly,  on  a  late  day,  that  the  second  message 
was  no  modification  whatever  of  the  first,  but 
that  all  the  claims  of  power  in  the  Executive  De- 
partment of  the  government,  made  in  the  first 
message,  were  wholly  unimpaired,  and  only  ren- 
dered more  obscure  and  unintelligible  by  the 
second.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
in  the  course  of"  his  remarks,  adopted,  in  their 
whole  extent,  the  positions  taken  by  the  Senator 
from  Maine,  and  declared  that  they  were  so 
clear,  so  sound,  and  so  fully  applicable  to  the 
facts,  that  he  would  not  spend  the  time  of  the 
Senate  in  attempting  further  to  establish  them. 

Here,  then,  Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  W.,\vc, 
have  three  distinguished  gentlemen  of  the  op- 
position, all  perfectly  agreeing  that  the  expla- 
natory message  does  not  retract  any  thing  from 
the  true  and  fair  construction  of  that  communi- 
cation to  which  it  was  intended  as  an  explana- 
tion, but  'hat  all  the  claims  of  power,  be  they 
right,  or  be  they  wrong,  which  were  made  in 
the  first  message,  are  repeated  and  reasserted 
in  the  second.  I,  sir,  fully  agree  with  the  gen- 
tlemen that  this  is  so,  and  I  congratulate  the 
Senate  and  the  country,  that,  while  every  inch 
of  ground  upon  this  vexed  topic  is  so  strenuous- 
ly contested,  we  have  here  a  single  point  upon 
which  there  is  no  difference  of  opinion.  Con- 
sidering the  point,  therefore,  as  fully  settled 
that  both  the  messages  make  the  same  claims 
of  power  in  the  Executive  Department  of  the 
Government,  as  to  the  possession  and  custody 
of  the  public  money  and  property,  and  that 
there  is  no  longer  any  dispute  about  that  matter, 
Mr.  W.  said  he  would  read  from  the  explanato- 
ry message,  to  determinate  what  these  claims, 
.in  fact,  were.  The  language  of  the  President, 
he  said,  was  as  follows: 

"I  admit,  without  reserve,  as  I  have  be'bre 
done,  the  constitutional  power  of  the  legisla- 
ture to  prescribe  by  law,  the  place  in  which  the 
public  money  or  other  property  is  to  be  deposit- 
ed; and  to  make  such  regulations  concerning 
its  custody,  removal,  or  disposition,  as  they  may 
think  proper  to  enact.  Nor  do  I  claim  for  the 
Executive  any  right  to  the  possession  or  disposi- 
tion of  the  public  property  or  treasure,  or  any 
authority  to  interfere  with  the  same,  except 
when  such  possession,  disposition,  or  authority, 
is  given  to  him  by  law.  Nor  do  I  cliim  the 
right  in  any  manner  to  supervise  or  interfere 
with  the  person  intrusted  with  such  property  or 
treasure,  unless  he  be  an  officer  whose  appoint- 
ment is,  under  the  Constitution  and  laws,  de- 
volved upon  the  President  alone,  or  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Senate,  and  for  whose  conduct  he 
is  constitutionally  responsible." 

Here  then,  said  Mr.  W.,  by  the  consent  of  all, 
are  the  claims  of  power  upon  this  deeply  im- 
portant part  of  the  subject,  the  possession  and 
custody  of  the  public  property  and  treasure.  It 
is  true,  the  honorable  Senator  from  Maine  has 
said  that  the  above  language  only  tends  to  ob- 
scurity and  doubt;  but  with  ull  proper  deference 
for  the  clear  intellect  of  that  honorable  gentle- 
man, I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  the  dark- 
ness or  obscurity  of  the  language  I  have  just 
read  from  this  second  message;  and  so  confident 


am  I  that  nothing  which  I  can  address  to  the 
Senate,  will  make  it  more  clear  and  intelligible, 
either  to  the  members  of.  this  body,  or  to  the 
intelligent  citizens  of  the  country  generally, 
that  I  abstain  from  comment  wholly,  and  most 
fearlessly  leave  the  claims  df  power  here  set 
forth  to  be  decided  by  the  plain  reading  of  the 
Constitution  and  the  judgment  of  our  consti- 
tuents. 

I  next,  said  Mr.  \V.  meet  the  augury  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky.  He  says 
lie  told  us,  hut  a  few  weeks  since,  that  the 
President  would  set  up  new  claims  of  power 
derived  from  his  oath  of  office  ;  and  that,  lo!  al- 
ready his  prophecy  is  fulfilled.  How,  Mr. 
President ,  is  the  fact?  Has  the  President  made 
anv  claim  of  power  predicated  upon  his  oath  of 
office?  I  have  discovered  no  such  claim.  He 
does  tell  us,  in  the  Pretest,  that  he  considered 
the  constitutional  lights  of  the  Executive  De- 
partment of  the  Government  infringed  upon  by 
t  le  le  J  lution  of  the  Senate  ;  that  these  rights 
were  inirusted  to  his  care  by  virtue  of  his  of- 
fice, and  that  his  oath  made  it  the  more  imper- 
a  ively  his  duty  to  defend  them.  Is  this  a  claim 
of  power  from  that  oath,  or  is  it  a  presentation 
of  the  oath  as  an  obligation  of  duty  which  he 
could  not  forego?  1  undersiand  the  latter  to  be 
a  fair  construction  of  the  President's  language, 
and  I  cheerfully  leave  the  decision  of  the  point 
to  those  who  will  read  the  message.  I  must, 
however,  be  permitted  to  make  a  single  inqui- 
ry as  to  the  prophecy.  Was  it  the  result  of  a 
genuine  spirit  of  divination,  or  did  the  con- 
science of  the  honorable  Senator  prompt  him 
so  correctly  as  to  what  would  be  the  constitu- 
tional duty  of  the  Presdent,  in  the  event  of  the 
passage  of  his  resolutiwn,  that  he  was  enabled  to 
foretel  the  binding  obligation  of  his  oath,  and 
to  turn  it  into  a  new  claim  of  power?  In  any 
event  it  is  ungenerous  for  the  Senator  to  make 
this  use  of  the  President's  reference  to  his  offi- 
cial oath;  for,  in  his  remarks  upon  that  very 
portion  of  the  message,  he  told  us  that  he  too 
had  taken  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution, 
and  that  his  oath  compelled  him  to  make  the 
remarks  which  he  then  submitted  to  the  Senate. 
He  surely  would  not  consider  it  just  in  me  to 
charge  him  with  having  instituted  a  new  claim 
of  power,  founded  upon  his  oath  of  officf ,  in 
consequence  of  that  remark,  and  he  should  not, 
therefore,  in  a  Ike  case,  mike  the  same  charge 
against  the  President. 

Mr.  W.  said,  the  honorable  Senator  had  ask- 
ed, ♦'what  has  been  the  cause  of  the  present 
tremendous  agitation  of  the  country,  an  agita- 
tion bordering  upon  civil  war?"  To  answer 
the  question,  he  must  ask  what  did  the  gen- 
tleman who  differed  from  him  propose  as  a  re- 
medy for  that  agitation'  Was  it  a  restoration 
of  the  public  deposites  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States?  [Here  Mr.  Clay  nodded  assent  to 
the  question.]  Mr.  W.  said,  the  honorable  Se- 
nator gave  an  affirmative  to  his  inquiry;  but  he 
would  find  very  few  of  his  friends,  either  in  or 
out  of  this  House,  who  would  agree  with  him. 
What  had  been  the  remedy  almost  universally 
demanded  by  the  opponents  of  the  administr*. 
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tton  in  all  portions  of  the  country  ?  The  answer 
was  simple:  a  recharter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates.  That,  and  that  alone,  it  was  said, 
would  quiet  the  agitations  now  prevailing  as  to 
the  moneyed  concerns  of  the  country;  Would 
the  restoration  of  the  deposites  do  it:  and  how? 
Only  by  a  recharter  of  the  bankk  Mr.  W.  said 
he  hasarded  nothing  in  saying,  that  were  it  un- 
alterably determined  that  the  charter  of  the 
bank  could  not  be  extended,  that  institution 
Would  not  accept,  to-day,  the  public  deposites, 
if  offered  to  it.  Should  it  do  so?  The  remo- 
val had  been  made,  and  the  shock  consequent 
upon  that  change  had  been  experienced ,  aud 
its  effects  had  nearly  ceased. 

Were,  then,  that  immense  institution  to  know 
that  a  final  close  must  be  made  of  its  affairs  by 
the  3d  of  March,  183C,  could  it  desire  the  pos- 
session of  these  deposites  for  the  short  period  of 
twenty  months,  with  the  certainty  that  they 
must  then  again  be  delivered  to  other  hands? 
Could  it  wish  to  create  the  shock  which  must  be 
produced  by  taking  them  from  the  institutions 
where  they  now  are,  for  the  mere  purpose  of 
keeping  them  for  that  short  period,  during  which 
its  own  capital  will  furnish  it  with  more  means 
than  it  can  prudently  use,  with  a  due  regard  to 
its  final  close,  and  under  the  certain  knowledge 
that  the  same  shock  must  be  again  repeated, 
when  the  expiration  of  its  charter  should  com- 
pel it  to  cease  its  agency ?  Such  a  desire  is  con- 
trary to  reason,  and  to  the  interests  of  the  insti- 
tution, and  cannot  exist;  and  he  who  expects  to 
quiet  the  present  agitations  in  the  public  mind 
by  a  series  of  changes  of  the  public  deposites, 
such  as  this  policy  would  produce,  must  have 
looked  very  partially  into  the  true  causes  of  the 
present  state  of  things.  No,  Mr.  President,  the 
honorable  Senator  is  wholly  mistaken.  Any  dis- 
position of  the  public  deposites  will  not  produce 
the  quiet  he  supposes.  A  Bank!  A  Bank!  is 
the  cry.  Look  at  the  memorials  upon  your  table, 
and  say  if  that  is  not  the  remedy  which  the 
friends  of  the  Senator  almost  universally  point 
out.  The  honorable  gentleman  said  it  had  been 
attempted  to  establish  the  belief  that  the  ques- 
tion was  "Bank  or  no  Bank,"  with  an  evident 
allusion  to  some  remarks  made  by  myself  upon 
a  former  occasion.  Sir,  I  did  then  say  the  ques- 
tion was  'Bank  or  no  Bank,"  and  I  repeat  the 
opinion  with  undiminished  confidence.  I  do  not 
question  the  sincerity  of  the  honorable  Senator's 
opinion  that  certain  executive  encroachments  are 
the  great  c  Juses  of  these  agitations;  but  I  can 
assure  him,  as  my  sincere  belief,  that  if  himself 
and  his  friends  would  come  to  the  conclusion  to 
9ay  "no  Hank,"  the  agitations  would  instantly 
cease,  and  his  imaginary  executive  encroach- 
ments would  appear  as  I  believe  them  to  be,  the 
ordinary  action  of  the  executive  bianch  of  the 
Government.  When  the  calm  would  come,  it 
was  out  of  his  power  to  say,  but  he  believed, 
wi  h  the  honorable  Senator  and  others  who  had 
expressed  similar  opinions,  that  another  trial 
was  lo  take  place  at  the  ballot  boxes,  before  it 
would  arrive.  For  himself,  he  would  wait  that 
trial  patiently,  and  confident  of  the  result.. 
t    The  expression  of  the  honorable  Senator  that 


the  present  agitations  are  bordering  upon  civ; 
war,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  had  heard  with  unfeigne1 
regret.  The  time  was  one  of  excitement,  an* 
he  was  sorry  to  see  efforts  front  arty  quarter  t 
increase  the  passion  which  was  already  arousec 
He  did  not  believe  such  efforts  would  tendt 
any  salutary  result.  For  his  own  part,  he  hai 
not  permitted  himself,  for  one  moment,  to  b- 
alarmed  at  the  danger  of  civil  war  in  thisprospe 
rous  and  happy  country.  He  knew  the  intelli 
gence  and  patriotism  of  our  citizens  too  well  no 
to  know  that  they  were  not  prepared  to  plung« 
the  country  into  a  civil  war,  to  meet  each  othe> 
in  the  field  of  blood,  and  to  point  the  bayonet  a 
each  others'  breasts,  for  the  sake  of  a  bank.— 
The  honorable  Senator  need  have  no  alarm  upor 
that  point.  No  blood  would  be  shed  in  that  waj 
to  defend  the  fancied  rights  or  to  gratify  the  in. 
satiable  want,  of  a  moneyed  monopoly.  If  en< 
croachments  of  power  from  any  department  o.< 
the  Government,  dangerous  to  the  liberties  o< 
the  people,  and  to  the  perpetuity  of  our  free 
institutions,  shall  appear,  they  will  be  resistec 
and  put  down,  not  by  the  force  of  arms,  and  thfi 
power  of  the  sword,  but  by  thesilent  and  sure  ope< 
ration  of  a  calm  and  enlightened  public  opinion, 
and  the  power  of  the  ballot  boxes.  They  will 
work  all  the  revolution  we  are  yet  to  experience,! 
and  it  will  be  decisive  and  effectual. 

The  honorable  Senator,  and  my  esteemed 
friend  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  GruSdy,)  have 
discussed  their  respective  claims  to  the  ancient 
federal  party,  and  to  the  modern  appellation  of 
whig,  most  satisfactorily  to  my  feelings,  and  I 
have  no  disposition  to  interfere  with  either  their 
claims, or  their  protestations.  I  must  be  permitted, 
however,  to  say,  that  I  was  pleased  to  hear  the 
gentleman  from  Ky  .recognize  his  claim  to  the  lar-i 
ger  portion  of  that  class  of  politicians.  Still, I  could 
not  but  feel  convinced  that  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor permitted  himself  to  do  great  injustice  to  the 
intelligent  few  of  that  party,  who,  to  use  his 
own  phrase,  "had  gone  over  to  Jacksonism." — 
Surely  the  gentleman  will  not  deny  that  the  great 
fault  with  these  men  has  been  the  radical  errors 
of  their  political  faith,  and  he  will  freely  admit  i 
that  the  renunciation  of  error  is  creditable  both 
to  the  head  and  heart  of  him,  who,  being  con- 
vinced of  his  error,  goes  over  to  the  truth.  And 
as  the  numbers  are  small  who  have  thus  left  thei 
ranks  of  the  honorable  Senator,  he  ought  not 
on  that  account,  to  permit  his  feelings  to  charac. 
terize  them  so  harshly  as  his  remarks  indicated. 

Mr.  W.  said,  there  was  one  position  of  the 
honorable  Senator,  however,  upon  this  point, 
which  he  could  not  admit.  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman had  stated  that  all  the  causes  of  these  old 
political  divisions  had  passed  away.  So  far  from 
it,  said  Mr.  \V.,in  my  opinion,  the  very  causes 
which  mainly  produced  Ihose  divisions  in  1789, 
have  never  since  that  period,  been  in  more  ac 
tive  operation  than  at  this  moment.  They  have 
been  brought  again  into  action  by  the  present 
controversy,  and  however  individuals  may 
change  sides,  the  same  great  causes  will  continue  I 
to  operate,  whenever  the  principles  which  gave 
them  existence  shall  be  revived.  Those  causes 
form  one  of  the  strongest  agents  in  political  ex- 
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citements  at  present  experienced,  and  they  will 
continue  to  operate  now,  as  they  have  ever  done 
heretofore,  while  hope  for  their  success  can  be 
kept  alive  with  those  who  espouse  the  principles 
referred  to. 

The   honorable   Senator,    Mr.  W.  said,  had 
closed   h»  remarks  with  a  prediction  most  ap- 
palling in  its  terms,  and  if  the  prophet  were  in- 
fallible, which  would  effectually  dishearten  the 
friends  of  the  administration  in  all  parts  of  the 
country.     It  was  "that  the  protest  of  the  Presi- 
dent would  prove  to  be  the  last  blow  upon  the 
last  nail  in  the  coffin  of  Jacksonism."  Mr.  W.said 
he  claimed  no  gift  of  prophecy,  nor  did  he  ever 
permit  himself  to  speak  with  too   much  confi- 
dence of  the  future,  or  with  too  great  certainty, 
attempt  to  foretell  future  effects  from  present 
causes.     It  was  not  now  his  purpose  to  speak 
of  this  prediction  with  any  such  design,  but  he 
thought,  for  the  encouragement  of  his  politi- 
cal friends,  he  might  be  permitted  to  allude  to 
a  former  prophetic  anticipation  of  the   honor- 
able member,  to  prove  that  his  predictions  had 
not  always  been  fulfilled,  and  that,  hitherto,  he 
had  not  been  an  infallible  prophet.  .During  the 
session  of  1 832,  and  prior  to  the  great  contest 
for  the  presidency  of  that  year,  this  same  sub- 
ject of   the  bank  was  before  Congress.     Then 
the  President   returned  the  bill  to  the  Senate 
with  his  ''veto  proper,"  as  I  think  it  is  classed 
in  the   honorable  gentleman's  classification.— 
When  that  paper    was    under   consideration, 
the  Senator  addressed  this  body  and  indulged 
in  the  most  confident  anticipations  of    effects, 
cheering  to  him  and  his  friends  and  disastrous 
to  the  friends  of  the  administration,  to  be  pro- 
duced by  that  veto.      With  his  usual  aptness  in 
illustrations,  he   introduced  Doctor  Franklin's 
celebrated  fable  of  the  Eagle  and  the  Cat,  and 
dignified  the  friends  of  the  administration  by 
assignining  to  them  the  emblem  of  the  Eagle, 
while  that  Jof  the   Cat  was  reserved  for  the 
bank      Having  told  the  story,  the  result  was 
announced  in  triumph,  and  with  evident  exul- 
tation; the  Cat  had  brought  the  towering  Eagle 
;  to  its  own  terms  of  capitulation  and  compro- 
f  mise.     The  events  however,  did  not  realize  the 
1  honorable  gentleman's  fond  anticipations.    The 
'  result  of  that  election  exhibited  the  administra- 
tion  with  vast  accessions  of   strength  and  a 
•  general  improvement  of  prospects.    The  Eagle 
was  not  brought  to  capitulate  to  the  Cat;  and, 
1  Mr.  President,  let  me  congratulate  the  honor- 
able Senator ,   and  the  countr) ,  that  his  Eagle 
yet  soars  aloft  upon  the  dense  atmosphere  of 
an  enlightened  public  opinion,  and  happy  am  I 
to  be  able  to  say,  I  have  lost  none  of  my  confi- 
dence that  his  flight  will  continue  to  be  upward 
and  onward.   But  if  that  mousing  cat  shall  ever 
succeed  in  bringing  it  to  the  ground,  I  can  tell 
the  Senator  the  proudest  plumage  in  the  Eagle 
of  his  country  will  be  soiled;  the  spirit  of  that 
lofty  bird  will  be  forever  broken;   and   there- 
after, if  indeed  be,  shall  ever  rise  from  the  un- 
natural grasp,  his  flights  may  be   expected  to 
be  made  for  hire,  not  from  independent  pride, 
with  the  tamed  spirit  of  the  caged  bird,   not 
in  the  rich  luxuriance  of  his  native  freedom. 


Mr.  CALHOUN  moved  that  the  Senate  do 
nowadjourn,  but  withdrew  his  motion  at  the 
solicitation  of 

Mr.  CLAY,  who  said  there  was  one  topic  in 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  gentleman  who  had  just 
sat  down,  on  which  he  would  beg  leave  to  make 
a  single   observation.     The  hon.  Senator  had 
said,  that  the  first  resolution  and  the  first  modi- 
fication of  the  resolution,  were  specific  in  their 
charge.     The  President  of  the  United  States 
said,  in    his   protest,   that   the   first  resolution 
would    not   have  been  adopted    without  being 
modified.      The    President's    knowledge   was 
greater  than  his,  (Mr.  Clay's.)  for  he  believed 
that  it  would   have  been  passed  by  the  same 
vote  if  it  had  not  been  modified  ;  and  he  would 
have  preferred  it  in  its  original  shape.  When  the 
modification    was    offered   to  the   Senate,  not 
one  of  the  friends  of  the  President  objected  to 
it.  The  truth  was, that  the  whole  intent  and  hear- 
ing of  the  resolutions  were  perfectly  well  un- 
derstood    by  all   the  Senators,  to  refer  to  the 
actions  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  in 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  in  the  removal 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ;  and  it  was 
only  since  they  had  received   instructions  from 
some  quarter,  that  they  thought  of  making  the 
objection  of  the  want  of  specification.     Neither 
the  President  nor  the  hon.  member  was  author- 
ized tit  say  that  no  legislative  action  was  intend- 
ed. Was  it  possible  that  the  horn,  member  could 
not  see  that  legislative  action  was  intended;  and 
could  there  not  be  legislative  a  ction  to  prevent  the 
President  of  the  United  State  s  from  making  bar- 
gains with  banks  without  an  i  impropriation  ?  And 
could  there  not  be  legislative ;  iction  with  regard  to 
the  transfer  drafts  ?     Legislative  action  was  not 
yet  abandoned.     The  gentle;  nan  admitted  that,  if 
the  President  had  sent  such,    a  message   to  the 
Senate  during  the  discussion  of  the  resolutions  it 
would    have  been  an  interference;  the  case  was 
not  altered  now;  and  it  was  not  for  the  President 
or  the  honorable  member  to  say,  what  legislative 
action    might  not  take  placi:  on  that  resolution. 

When  the  second  resolution  was  offered,  his 
contemplation  was  this,  that  if  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  the  Senate  did  not  come  to 
similar  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  transactions, 
the  President  might  not  change  his  course;  but 
if  both  Houses  combined,  the  President  would 
see  it  to  be  his  duty  to  retrace  his  steps. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  rose,  to  give  notice,  that 
at  one  o'clock  each  day,  h  e  would  call  for  the 
special  order  of  the  day,  whether  any  gentle- 
man might  be  speaking  at  the  time  or  not;  and 
that  he  should  never  vote  for  an  adjournment 
until  after  five  o'clock,  during  the  discussion  of 
the  special  order  now  before  the  Senatt .  He 
now  moved  that  the  Senate  go  into  executive 
business. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  indulged  the  hope  that  the 
time  of  the  Senate  would  not  be  occupied  long 
in  regard  to  memorials.  He  would  take  a 
course  in  which  he  hoped  other  gentlemen 
would  join  kim; — which  was,  to  withhold  any 
memorials  with  wheh  he  shonld  be  entrusted, 
until  the  present  business  was  disposed  of. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  executive  session. 
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The  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Savannah,  in 
the  State  of  Georgia,  opposing  a  restoration  of 
the  deposite  of  the  public  money  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  presented  on  the  28th  of 
April  ultimo,  the  consideration  of  which  was 
postponed  until  this  day,  was  called  up,  and 

On  motion, 

The  consideration  thereof  was  further  post- 
poned until  Monday  next  die  12th  instant. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  memorial  of  inhabitants  and  legal  voters 
of  the  3d  Congressional  District  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  in  favor  of  a  restoration  of  the 
deposites  of  the  public  money  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  the  establishment  of  a 
National  Bank,  as  also  of  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  delegates  from  various  towns  in  the 
3d  Congressional  District  of  Massachusetts,  in 
favor  of  a  restoration  of  the  public  deposites  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  which  said  me- 
morials and  proceedings  were  presented  on  the 
28th  of  April  ultimo,  by  Mr.  Osgood. 

The  question  depending  on  the  28th  ult,  to 
wit,  that  the  said  memorials  and  proceedings  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
when  Mr.  Osgood  withdrew  said  motion,  and 
the  said  memorial  was  then  ordered  to  he  on 
the  table. 

Memorials,  petitions,  resolutions,  and  pro- 
ceedings, in  favor  of  a  restoration  of  the  depo- 
sites of  the  public  money  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  a  renewal  or  extension  of 
the  charter  of  the  said  bank,  or  of  the  incorpo- 
ration of  another  bank,  to  go  into  operation 
when  the  charter  of  the  present  Bank  of  the 
United  States  shall  expire,were  presented  as  fol- 
lows: 

By  Mr.  JOHN  Q.  ADAMS,  a  memorial  of 
merchants,  mechanics,  and  others,  residing  in 
the  city  of  Detroit,  in  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan. 

By  Mr.  BURGES,  a  memorial  of  merchants 
and  citizens,  residing  in  nearly  all  the  towns  of 
the  State  of  Rho-le  Island,  accompanied  by 
resolutions  adopted  in  a  convention  of  mechan- 
ics and  artizans  assembled  from  various  towns 
in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  at  Providence,  on 
the  24th  of  March. 

By  Mr.  Wm.  SLADE,  a  memorial  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  county  of  Addison,  in  the  State 
of  Vermont,  accompanied  by  the  proceedings 
of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  the  said  count)',  held 
at  Middleburg,  on  the  27th  of  March. 

Mr.  HALL  said,  I  am  charged,  Mr.  Speaker, 
with  the  presentation  of  a  memorial,  signed  by 
seventeen  hundred  and  twenty-two  freemen  of 
the  county  of  Windham,  in  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont— u  portion  of  my  constituents.  The  me- 
morial, sir,  is  on  the  subject  which  has  agitated 
(lie  country  for  the  last  six  months. 

The  county  from  which  this  memorial  comes,is 
situated  in  the  southeastern  corncrof  the  State.and 
forms  a  part  of  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut  river. 
A  lai  ge  majority  of  its  inhabitants  are  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits — in  the  raising  of  bread 
stuffs  and  cattle,  in  dairies,  and  the  growing  of 
wool.    But  the   business  of  the  county   is  not 


wholly  agricultural.     It  contains  several   flour- 
ishing villages;  and   a  portion  of  its  people    are^ 
employed  in  the  manufactures  of  cotton,  wool, , 
paper,  oil,  leather,  machinery,  and  other  articles, , 
in  the  various  mechanic  arts,  and   in   merchan- 
dise. 

The  memorial  is  signed  by  men  of  %11  occuj  \ 
pations  and  professions;  and  I  hazard  nothing 
in  saying,  that,  for  general  intelligence,  and  a 
just  estimation  of  their  political  rights,  these  me- 
morialists will  bear  a  favorable  comparison  with 
any  equal  number  of  people  in  any  part  of  the 
Union .  They  are  also  removed  beyond  any 
suspicion  of  an  imputation  which  has  been 
sought  to  be  cast  upon  some  memorialists  who 
have  come  to  this  House  for  relief — I  mean  that 
of  being  unduly  influenced  by  the  United  States 
Bank. 

Those  memorialists,  sir,  reside  nearly  one 
hundred  miles  from  any  branch  of  the  United 
States  Bank,  and  in  the  midst  of  a  constellation 
of  State  banks,  two  of  which  are  located  in  the 
county.  These  local  banks  are  as  sound  and 
as  well  managed  as  any  banks  in  the  country, 
and  they  furnish  the  people  with  facilities  for 
the  transaction  of  their  business,  and  with  their 
entire  circulating  medium.  I  do  not  believe  a 
single  dollar  of  the  United  States'  Bank  stock 
is  owned  in  the  county,  or  that  any  of  its  inhab- 
itants have  any  dealings  whatever  with  that  bank. 
I  think,  therefore,  I  may  safely  say,  that  these 
memorialists  look  upon  the  late  measures  of  the 
Executive  divested  of  any  peculiar  affection  for 
the  bank,  but  with  a  single  eye  to  their  effects 
upon  the  business  and  currency  of  the  country, 
and  their  bearing  upon  the  political  rights  of  its 
citizens. 

The  people  of  this  county  represent,  that  six 
months  ago,  "the  county  presented  a  scene  of 
vigorous  and  growing  prosperity — a  prosperity 
based  upon  the  industry,  frugality,  and  enter- 
prise of  its  hard  working  citizens,  supported  by 
mutual  confidence,  and  cemented  by  a  stable 
and  responsible  currency;*'  but  that  this  bright 
scene  of  prosperity  has  been  suddenly  dimmed, 
and  is  threatened  with  being  entirely  overcast 
with  thick  darkness. 

I  believe  that  the  people  of  Windham  county 
deal  as  little  upon  credit  as  those  of  any  other 
part  of  the  country;  and  yet,  sir,  they  have  not 
adopted  the  opinion  that  "all  those  who  use 
borrowed  capital  ought  to  break."  I  hold  in 
my  hand,  sir,  the  proceedings  of  a  convention  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  county,  at  which  the  me- 
morial I  now  present,  was  adopted.  I  beg  leave 
to  read  one  of  their  resolutions,  which  relates  to 
this  subject 

"Resolved,  That  the  declaration  of  the  Presi- 
dent, that  "any  man  ought  to  break  who  trades 
on  borrowed  capital,"  is  a  foolish  and  wicked 
assertion,  gained  as  that  borrowed  capital  must 
be,  by  the  credit  of  industry  and  integrity  of  the 
borrower;  and  that  we  regard  tins  insult  to  hon- 
est enterpjse,  as  unworthy  the  good  citizen 
and  good  President,  to  be  deprecated  alike  by 
the  deserving  poor  and  the  honest  rich." 

Perhaps,    sir,    the  refusal  of  these  people 
to   subscribe   to  this   new   doctrine   is  to  be 
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accounted  for  upon  the  supposition  that  they 
have  become  contaminated  with  the  ancient  no- 
tions of  Adam  Smith,  Robert  Morris,  or  that  old 
fashioned  tradesman,  Ben.  Franklin,  who  is  M'ell 
known  to  have  been  extremely  notional  on  this 
subject.  If  I  mistake  not,  he  lays  it  down  as  a 
maxim  in  his  famous  advice  to  a  young  trades- 
man, that  "credit  is  money;"  and  I  think  I  have 
been  told,  sir,  that  he  even  went  so  far  as  to  be- 
queath several  thousand  dollars,  by  his  last  will 
to  two  of  the  principal  cities  in  this  Union,  with 
the  express  intent  that  the  same  should  be  loan- 
out  to  young  men  who  were  too  poor  to  carry  on 
business  without  "a  borrowed  capital."  But 
whatever  may  be  the  cause,  it  seems  very  cer 
tain,  from  the  resolution  1  have  read,  that  the  ro 
fulgent  light  in  the  science  of  political  econ 
omy,  which  has  lately  burst  from  the  win 
dows  of  the  palace,  has  not  been  able  to  pen 
etrate  the  foliage  of  the  green  mountains;  and 
that,  though  the  new  doctrine  may  be  true  on 
the  banks  of  the  Potomac,  it  is  abrogated  as 
false  in  Vermont;  or,  to  use  the  figurative  lan- 
guage of  Ethan  Allen,  one  of  our  earliest  states- 
men, and  soldiers,  on  an  occasion  somewhat 
similar,  "the  gods  of  the  valleys  are  not  the  gods 
of  the  hilis." 

The  people  of  Vermont,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  as 
purely  republican  in  their  habits  and  notions  as 
those  of  any  State  in  the  Union;  and  they  have 
Been,  or  thought  they  saw,  in  the  system  of  cred- 
it which  enters  into  their  business  transactions , 
something  in  accordance  with  their  republican 
principles.  It  has  enabled  the  poor,  but  enter- 
prising citizen,  who  has  established  a  character 
for  integrity  and  skill,  to  commence  life  with 
eome  prospect  of  raising  himself  to  the  level  o 
his  neighbor  who  derives  his  capital  from  the 
gains  of  his  ancestor.  It  places  worth  on  some- 
thing like  an  equality  with  wealth,  and  enables 
honest  poverty  to  outstrip  and  conquer  riches  on 
the  fair  field  of  honorable  competition.  By  thus 
opposing  the  aristocratical  accumulation  and 
transmission  of  wealth  in  particular  familes,  it 
distributes  into  more  numerous  hands  the  wealth 
of  the  country;  and  by  thus  keeping  in  active 
operation  the  principles  of  freedom,it  is  constant- 
ly adding  new  ligaments  to  the  bonds  of  its 
perpetuity. 

The  experience  of  the  last  six  months  has 
taught  these  memorialists  that  the  Executive, 
under  color  of  attacking  "Aristocratical  Monop 
olists,"  is  waging  a  destructive  war  upon  the  la- 
bor and  business  of  the  country;  and  that  the 
money-holding  monopolists  are  the  only  persons 
who  will  be  benefited  by  it.  The  farmer,  the 
manufacturer,  and  the  mechanic,  behold  the  va- 
lue of  their  property  dwindling  in  their  hands. 
If  they  have  anticipated  the  yearly  produce  of 
their  business,  they  find  that  yearly  produce 
falls  far  short  of  extinguishing  the  debt.  He 
who,  in  the  days  of  confidence,  had  loaned  the 
manufacturer  or  the  mechanic  a  portion  of-  the 
means  with  which  to  prosecute  prosperously  his 
business,  becoming  alarmed  for  the  future,  de- 
mands his  pay.  That  property,  which,  a  short 
time  since,  would  have  sold  for  a  large  surplus 
above  the  amount  of  his  claims  upon   it,    and 


whose  profit,  in  no  long  period  of  ordinary  pros- 
perity, would  have  redeemed  itself,  is  found  bare- 
ly sufficient  to  cancel  the  claim.  The  enterpri- 
sing citizen,  who  was  fondly  flattering  himself 
that  he  might  be  able  to  live  on  his  earnings,  to 
a  good  old  age,  and  leave  a  pittance  to  his  chil- 
dren, is,  in  the  mid-day  of  life,  turned  adrift  up- 
on the  world  to  begin  it  anew.  The  laborers  in 
his  employ  are  nlso  cast  upon  new  and  untried 
avocations,  or  left  in  idleness  and  want.  It  is 
some  consolation  to  these  sufferers,  sir,  that,  in 
their  melancholy  descent  in  the  scale  of  happi- 
ness, they  carry  with  them  the  sympathies  of  all, 
save  those  of  the  greedy  jobber  that  clutches 
their  earnings  and  the  Government  that  was  in- 
stituted to  protect  them. 

It  is  obvious,  sir,  that  the  process  which  has 
been  going  on  under  the  Executive  "Experi- 
ment," unless  checked  in  its  operation,  will 
transfer  a  large  share  of  the  property  of  the 
country  into  'he  hands  of  capitalists,  and  leave 
in  poverty  and  want,a  great  portion  of  that  class 
of  society  which  is  below  them  in  wealth.  I 
belong,  myself,  sir,  to  that  lower  class  ;  but  I 
hope  I  have  no  invidious  or  unfriendly  feeling 
towards  those  above  me.  I  rejoice,  sir,  in  the 
prosperity  of  all  classes.  I  will  be  concerned 
in  no  Quixotic  expedition,  or  anatomical  "  Ex- 
periment" upon  any  ;  and  I  wish  here,  in  be* 
half  of  the  class  to  which  I  belong,  to  enter  my 
solemn  protest  against  the  policy  of  this  war 
which  the  President  is  waging  upon  the  "Aris- 
tocrats," and  into  which  he  is  earnestly  solicit- 
ing us  to  enlist.  I  enter  my  protest,  sir,  be- 
cause it  is  perfectly  manifest,  that,  whatever 
may  be  the  result  of  the  contest — whichever 
side  gets  the  victory,  the  "  Aristocrats"  will 
bear  off  the  "spoils"  and  the  "glory,"  and  "all 
the  blows  will  fall  upon  us." 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  people  of  Windham  have 
no  confidence  in  the  remedies  which  the  Presi- 
dent proposes  tor  the  embarrassments  of  the 
country.  They  do  not  understand,  sir,  what 
he  means,  or  what  we  mean  by  talking  about 
"furnishing  the  country  with  a  specie  curren- 
cy." They  are  very  much  inclined  to  think 
our  talk  about  it  is  "  all  a  humbug  "  They  are 
not  certain  that  such  a  thing  is  desirable.  They 
are  not  sure  but  a  well  regulated  paper  medium, 
founded  on  a  specie  basis,  may  be  one  of  the 
facilities  for  the  transaction  of  business  necessa- 
rily attendant  upon  an  improved  state  of  socie- 
ty among  a  free  people.  They  hear  of  a  specie 
currency  among  the  Arabs,  the  Tartars,  and 
other  semi-barbarians,  and  among  the  subjects 
of  despots,  but  they  have  not  been  informed  of 
any  modern  free  people  that  have  established 
'a  hard  money  system."  But,  if  it  were  desi- 
rable to  go  back  to  a  specie  currency  ■,  t»ey  do 
not  deem  it  practicable.  With  300  local  banks 
established  under  24  independent  State  autho- 
rities, and  their  number  daily  and  hourly  in- 
creasing; with  not  the  smallest  power  in  this 
Government  in  any  manner  to  interfere  with 
them,  they  have  not  been  able  to  discover  how 
we  are  to  accomplish  this  object.  For  my  own 
part,  sir,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  (and  I 
say  it,  certainly,  without  intending  any  disre- 
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spect  to  those  who  may  differ  from  me,)  that, 
of  all  the  speculations  which  this  speculative 
age  has  generated,  I  deem.this  one  of  the  wild- 
est and  most  visionary.  I  believe  Congress 
m;ght  as  well  undertake  to  carry  the  people  of 
this  country  back  from  the  canal  to  the  forest 
horse-path,  from  the  steamboat  to  the  scow 
with  its  setting  poles,  from  the  rail-road  car  to 
the  hand-barrow,  as  to  expect  to  legislate  them 
back  to  "a  hard  money'system." 

Neither,  sir,  have  these  people  any  great 
confidence  in  the  success  of  the  State  bank 
"Experiment."  They  place  but  little  reliance 
on  the  promises  of  the  Secretary  to  furnish  the 
country  with  "a  better  currency  than  that  of 
the  United  States  Bank."  They  doubt  whe- 
ther the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Government  can, 
for  any  long  period,  be  safely  and  prosperously 
managed  by  the  aid  of  the  State  banks.  They 
have  no  sufficient  assurance  that  Roger  B.  Ta- 
ney can  accomplish  what  Albert  Gallatin  and 
"William  H.  Crawford  could  not  accomplish 
They  are,  sir,  for  the  old  and  tried  remedy  of 
1816 — the  republican  rerneoy  of  Madison,  Craw 
ford ,  Lowndes,  Gallatin,  Clay,  Calhoun,  and 
their  associate  statesmen  of  that  day.  States- 
men, who,  to  use  the  language  of  another,  had 
not  conceived  that  •'the  summit  of  human  glo- 
ry was  to  be  scaled  by  demolishing  a  bank," 
but  who  were  content  to  rest  their  claims  to 
renown  in  a  faithful  devotion  of  their  high  fa- 
culties to  the  adaptation  of  the  appropriate 
means  to  the  desired  end — the  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  their  country. 

But,  sir,  these  memorialists  not  only  com- 
plain that  the  removal  of  the  deposites  from  the 
United  States  Bank,  with  its  attendant  circum- 
stances, has  produced  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments, but  that  the  act  was  a  violation  of  the 
contract  of  the  nation,  a  shameful  and  dishono- 
rable breach  of  the  public  faith.  These  memo- 
rialists understand,  sir,  that  in  the  year  1816 
this  Government  entered  into  a  contract  with 
the  stockholders  of  the  bank,  by  which  the  Go- 
vernment, in  consideration  that  the  stockhold- 
ers would  pay  the  Government  fifteen  hundred 
thousand  dollars  in  cash,  and  would  safely  keep, 
and  without  charge  faithfully  transmit,  from 
place  to  place,  as  the  Government  might  re- 
quire, the  public  moneys  thereof,  the  said 
stockholders  should  have  the  custody  and  pro- 
fits of  said  money,  for  and  during  the  term  o 
twenty  years.  They  understand,  sir,  that  the 
stockholders  of  the  bank  did  pay  the  Govern- 
ment the  fifteen  hundred  thousand  dollars  in 
cash;  that  they  have  ever  safely  kept,  and  with- 
out charge  faithfully  transmitted  the  public 
moneys  from  place  to  place,  as  the  Government 
required;  but  that  the  Government,  not  regard- 
ng  the  contract  on  its  part,  has  violently  de- 
prived the  stockholders  of  the  custody  of  said 
money. 

Now,  sir,  the  people  of  Vermont  are  not  all 
lawyers,  yet  few  of  them  are  so  ignorant  as  to 
suppose  that,  in  a  suit  between  individuals  on 
such  a  contract,  it  would  be  competent  for  the 
defendant,  who  was  charged  with  its  violation, 
to  introduce  testimony  to  prove*  that  the  plain- 


tiff's moral  example  in  society  was  not  good  ; 
that  he  had  loaned  money  to  a  printer,  who  was 
not  the  defendant's  friend;  that  he  had  distribut- 
ed among  his  neighbors  certain  pamphlets, 
which  the  defendant  did  not  approve;  that  in 
to*n  meeting  the  defendant  had  been  chosen 
moderator,  in  spite  of  the  plaintiff's  opposition; 
1  hat  the  plaintiff,  on  another  contract  with  him, 
had  claimed  damages,  which  he  believed  un- 
just, and  refused  to  pay  ;  or  that  the  contract 
had  only  about  two  years  and  a  half  more  to 
run,  and  therefore  he  had  a  right  to  break  it. 
If,  in  another  part  of  this  contract,  it  had  been 
provided  that  the  defendant  might  have  it  whol- 
ly made  void  and.  cancelled,  by  showing  certain 
facts  before  a  particular  tribunal  named  therein, 
it  would  be  thought  equally  strange,  if  he 
should  attempt  to  shield  himself  by  saying  the 
contract  was  avoided  and  cancelled,  when  it 
appeared  that  he  had  always  neglected  and  re- 
fused even  to  bring  the  subject  before  such  tri- 
bunal. I  venture  to  say,  sir,  there  is  not  a  Jus- 
tice cf  the  peace  in  the  State  of  Vermont — and 
their  number  is  large,  I  believe  about  1,500; 
who  would  tolerate  such  a  defence  for  a  mo- 
ment. The  party  who  should  undertake  to  set 
up  such  a  defence  would  be  called  a  shameless 
fellow,  that  sought  to  justify  a  vile  act,  by  call- 
ing his  adversary  hard  names  ;  and  the  lawyer 
who  should  stake  his  reputation  by  making  it, 
would  be  frowned  out  of  court  as  an  impudent 
and  incurable  pettifogger.  These  memorial- 
ists, perceiving  the  Secretary's  reasons  for  the 
removal  of  the  deposites  to  be  precisely  of  this 
character,  deem  them  entirely  unsatisfactory 
and  insufficient;  and,  sir,  they  are  utterly  as- 
tonished, that  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
this  great  nation  should  have  been  in  session 
five  months  without  making  the  same  discovery. 

Mr.  Speaker,  these  memorialists  farther  com- 
plain, that  the  public  faith  has  been  violated,  not 
by  the  officer  to  whose  care  the  law  had  intrus- 
ted the  public  money,  but  by  one  in  whom  no 
authority  to  do  the  act,  or  give  reasons  for  it, 
had  been  confided.  They  complain,  sir,  that 
the  President,  in  vaulting  ambition,  has  leaped 
over  the  head  of  the  sentinel  of  the  law,  thrust 
his  arm  into  the  national  treasury,  and  emptied 
the  contents  of  the  public  chest  into  depositories 
of  his  own.  They  complain,  sir,  that,  by  the 
same  act  with  which  he  seized  the  public  treas- 
ure, he  unlawfully  armed  himself  with  the  veto 
power,  to  defend  it  in  his  own  hands  against  all 
approaches  of  the  people,  except  through  a  ma- 
jority of  two-thirds  of  their  representatives  in 
both  Houses  of  Congress.  They  complain,  sir, 
that,  having  thus  taken  possession  of  the  public 
treasure,  and  thus  shielded  it  from  the  people,  he 
is  now,  in  jeopardy  of  its  safety,  and  in  usurpa- 
tion of  the  legislative  power,  unconstitutionally 
using  it  to  sustain  the  credit  and  enhance  the 
profits  of  favored  banks,  and  to  regulate  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country.  These  memorialists  are 
alarmed,  sir,  at  the  assumption  of  these  high 
powers  by  the  Executive;  and  their  alarm  is  not 
lessened  by  the  apprehension — to  them  a  morti- 
fying one — that  their  alarm  may  be  unshared  by 
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a  majority  of  the  chosen  guardians  of  the  public 
treasure  in  this  House. 

I  will  not,  Mr.  Speaker,  undertake  to  declare 
the  opinions  of  these  memorialists  upon  the  late 
attempt  of  the  President  to  direct  the  manner  and 
prescribe  the  forms  in  whrcb  the  legislature  shall, 
in  all  dne  humility,  speak  of  the  acts  of  the  Exec- 
utive, nor  upon  the  various  other  extraordinary 
claims  of  power  set  forth  in  the  protest;  nor  will 
I  undertake  to  declare  their  opinions  upon  the 
still  moie  recent  annunciation  of  the  President, 
that  he  will  cease  to  perform  his  executive  duties, 
unless  his  constitutional  advisers,  in  obedience 
to  his  mandate,  shall  surrender  to  him  their  dis- 
cretion, and,  in  lieu  of  their  own  judgment,  re- 
gister his  will — because,  sir,  when  this  memorial 
was  signed,  the  official  papers  to  which  I  allude 
had  not  been  promulgated. 

But,  sir,  I  will  venture  to  predict  that  the  sons 
of  the  whigs  of  75,  who,  in  the  dawn  of  the  revo- 
lution, were  the  first  in  the  land  to  proclaim  the 
authority  of  the  "Continental  Congress"  within 
the  walls  of  a  fortress  of  the  crown,  will  not,  in 
1834,  tamely  submit  to  see  the  rights  of  that 
Congress,  or  any  portion  of  it,  trampled  under 
the  foot  of  prerogative  power. 

I  do  not  mean  by  this,  sir,  that  I  suppose  the 
"Green  Mountain  Boys"  will  resort  to  any  vio- 
lent or  illegal  measures.  No,  sir,  they  are  a 
peaceable  and  orderly,  as  well  as  intelligent  peo- 
ple; and  there  will  be  no  necessity  for  such  mea- 
sures. They  will  not,  in  my  opinion,  even  re- 
sume the  weapons  with  which  they  were  wont  to 
chastise  the  ancient  enemies  of  the  State,  "the 
twigs  of  the  wilderness."  It  will  be  sufficient  for 
them  to  do,  what  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  do, 
unite  with  their  brother  whigs  throughout  the 
Union,  in  proclaiming  their  decree  of  condemna- 
tion of  executive  assumptions,  through  the  peace- 
able, constitutional  truth-telling,  power  enlight- 
ening ballot-box. 

I  see  clearly,  sir,  that  this  remedy  for  the  trou- 
bles of  the  country  cannot  be  immediate.  I  wish, 
therefore,  sir,  that  the  President  would  retrace  his 
eteps;  and,  as  far  as  is  now  possible,  permit  the 
free  citizens  of  this  country  to  send  up  to  him 
their  aspirations  of  gratitude  for  his  military  ser- 
vices, unrningled  with  louder  notes  of  lamenta- 
tion over  t'heir  ruined  fortunes,  their  broken  faith, 
their  violated  laws.  But  if  that  cannot  be,  why 
we  must  w  ait  — that  is  all,  sir. 

Mr.  H.  concluded  by  saying,  that,  as  the  only 
step  in  his.  power  to  take  towards  carrying  into 
effect  the  wishes  of  the  memorialists,  he  would 
move  that  the  memorial  be  read,  printed,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

By  Mr.  DUTEE  J.  PEARCE,  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  meeting  of  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Trent,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  held  at 
Centreville,  on  the  29th  of  March. 

By  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  a  memorial  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Newton,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Fairfield,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

By  Mr.  HEMAN  ALLEN,  a  memorial  of 
young  men  of  Burlington,  in  the  county  of  Chit- 
fenden,  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  meeting  of  young  men,  held  in 
Burlington  oa  the  11th  of  March. 


By  Mr.  PHILO  C.  FULLER,  a  memorial  of 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Livingston,  in  the 
State  of  New  York . 

Memorials,  petitions,  resolutions, and  proceed- 
ings, approving  of  the  removal  of  the  deposit 
of  the  public  money  from  the  Bank  of  the  Un 
ted  States,  and  opposing  the  restoration  of  th 
said  deposite,  and  against  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  the  said  bank,  were  presented  as  fol- 
lows: 

By  Mr.  OSGOOD,  a  memorial  of  inhabitants, 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts. 

By  Mr.  PEARCE,memorials  of  inhabitants  of 
the  towns  of  Gloucester.  Scituate,  and  Paw- 
tuckett,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

By  Mr.  SAMUEL  CLARK,  the  proceedings 
of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  Seneca  Falls,  in  the 
State  of  New  York. 

By  Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  New  York,  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  meeting  of  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Onondaga,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
held  in  Selina  on  the  12th  of  April. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  presented  a  memorial  of  mer- 
chants and  inhabitants  of  Boston,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  praying  Congress  to  pass  an 
act  to  raise  the  legal  value  of  gold  to  its  actual 
value  as  compared  with  silver,  and  that  foreign 
coins  may  be  made  a  legal  tender;  which  me- 
morial was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Coins. 
Mr.  GORHAM  presented  two  memorials  of 
Russell  Jarvis,  of  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, counsellor  at  law,  the  one  setting  forth 
that  he  has  invented  an  improvement  in  the  con- 
struction of  boilers  for  steam  engines;  the  other 
setting  forth  that  he  has  invented  a  mode  of 
ventilating  ships  of  war  and  merchant  ships; 
which  memorials  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  REED  presented  a  petition  of  inhabitants 
of  Osterville,  in  the  county  of  Barnstable,  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  praying  that  a  stone 
Beacon  may  be  erected  on  Collier's  Ledge,  in  the 
Vineyard  sound  ;  which  petition  was  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  (No.|240,)  making  appro- 
priations for  building  light  houses,  light  boats, 
beacons,  and  monuments,  for  the  year  1834.  • 
On  motion  Mr.  LAWRENCE, 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  John  B.  Gaynor, 
presented  January  2l,  1S33,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  DEN1NG  presented  a  petition  of  Rvtsey 
Hall,  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  widow  of  Leb- 
bensHall,  late  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire, 
deceased,  who  was  a  soldier  of  the  revolutionary 
army,  praying  for  a  pension  ;  which  petition  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions. 

Mr.  C  P.  WHITE,  presented  a  petition  of 
Hannah  Hoyt,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  widow 
of  Samuel  Hoyt,  formerly  of  Stamford,  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  deceased,  praying  that  the 
pension  laws  may  be  so  altered  and  amended, 
as  to  embrace  within  theft-  provisions,  the  wi- 
dows of  officers  of  the  army  of  the  revolution; 
which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims. 
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Mr.  WARD  presented  a  petition  of  John  M. 
S.  McKnight,  M.  D.  adm'r  of  Charles  McKnight, 
formerly  of  the  city  of  New  York,  deceased, 
praying  to  be  paid  for  the  services  of  the  said 
Charles  McKnight,  as  chief  physician  in.  the  re- 
volutionary army,  from  the  1st  October,  1780,  to 
the  3 1st  December,  1781,  which  petition  was  re 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionry  Claims 

Mr.  HOWELL  presented  a  memorial  of  in- 
habitants of  the  town  of  Sparta,  in  the  county  of 
Livingston,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  praying 
the  passage  of  a  law  extending  to  parties  to  ac 
tions  in  the  circuit  courts,  arising  under  the 
patent  laws  of  the  United  States,  the  right  to  a 
writ  of  error,  on  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
in  nil  cases  where  the  matter  in  dispute,  on  the 
sum  for  which  judgment  is  recovered,  exceeds 
five  hundred  dollars  ;  which  memorial  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  (No.  451,)  to  an 
thorize  a  writ  of  error,  in  certain  cases  relating 
to  patent  rights,  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  WARD  presented  a  petition  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Ebenezer  Lockwood,  late  of 
the  county  of  Westchester,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  deceased,  praying  to  be  paid  for  houses 
and  other  property  destroyed  by  the  British  forces 
in  the  revolutionary  war,  in  consequence  of  the 
said  houses  being  occupied  as  a  military  fort  by 
troops  of  the  United  States  ;  which  petition  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  presented  a  memorial  of  a 
portion  of  the  laboring  classes  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  praying  Congress  to  abolish  all  paper  mo- 
ney, and  to  restore  the  constitutional  currency  of 
the  country  ;  which  memorial  was  oidered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  DICKSON  presented  a  memorial  of  far- 
mers, mechanics,  merchants,  and  other  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  of  Ontario,  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  praying  Congress  speedily  to  adopt 
measures  that  will  restore  confidence  among  the 
moneyed  institutions,  and  the  people  of  the 
country,  and  relieve  the  country  from  the  per 
vading  pressure  and  distress. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  this  memo- 
rial be  postponed  until  Monday,  the  12th  inst. 

Mr.  SELDEN  presented  a  memorial  of  mer 
chants  of  the  city  of  New  Yrk,  importers  of 
Plains,Kerseys,  and  Kendall  cottons,  praying  that 
there  may  be  refunded  to  them  certain  duties 
imposed  by  the  act  of  March  2d,  1833,  in  addi 
tion  to  the  duties  imposed  by  the  act  of  July  14, 
1832 ;  which  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  SELDEN  presented  an  application  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  for  a  copy  of  such  public  documents  as 
may  be  printed  by  Congress;  which  application 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  MARTINDALE  presented  a  petition  of 
the  heirs  at  law  of  Col.  Uriah  Forrest,  deceas- 
ed, late  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  who  lost 
a  Ug  by  a  wound  received  in  battle  in  the  war 
of  the  revolution,  praying  to  be  allowed  and 
paid  the  arrears  of  the  half  pay  for  life  to  which 


said  Col.  Forrest  was  entitled;  which  petition 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  HAZELTINE  presented  a  petition  ofi 
Orsamus  Holmes,  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
praying  to  be  allowed  and  paid  the   arrears  oft 
pension  to  which  he  conceives  himself  entitled; 
also  that  his  pension  may  be  increased;  which  i 
petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Re- 
volutionary Pensions. 

Mr.  SELDEN  presented  a  petition  of  David  ! 
Leslies,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  that  j 
an  act  may,  be  passed  directing  the  Commission- 
ers under  the  treaties  with  Naples,  to  receive 
and  adjudicate  upon  his  claim  to  indemnity  un- 
der said  treaty,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  me- 
morial; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  i 
on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  SELDEN  presented  a  memorial  of  inha- 
bitants of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  that 
the  duty  imposed  on  the  importation  of  foreign 
coal  may  be  abolished;  which  memorial  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  SELDEN  presented  a  memorial  of  inha- 
bitants of  the  city  of  Utica,  in  the  county  of 
Oneida,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  praying  that 
the  deposite  of  the  public  money  may  be  re- 
stored to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  the  charter  of  said  bank  may  be  renewed 
with  proper  modifications  and  restrictions,  for 
such  limited  period  as  Congress  may  prescribe; 
which  memorial  being  read- 
Mr.  SELDEN  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion, viz: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  one 
member  from  each  State,  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider and  report  in  form  of  a  bill,  a  plan  for  a 
safe  and  uniform  currency  under  authority  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  the  memorial  of  the 
citizens  of  the  county  of  Oneida  be  referred  to 
that  committee— 

And  pending  the  question  on  the  resolution, 
The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  11  o'- 
clock in  the  forenoon. 


SENATE. 

Tuesday  May  6,  1834 

Mr.  TYLER  presented  the  petition  of  the 
heirs  of  Colonel  William  Campbell,  which  wa» 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NAUDAIN,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  the  petition  of  Boyd 
Riley,  in  regard  to  a  medical  apparatus,  for 
applying'  medicine  in  the  gaseous  state  to  any 
part  of  the  body,  found  especially  hiseful  in 
rheumatism,  and,  as  Mr.  N.  thought,  important 
to  the  military  andjnaval  services;  was  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee  of  five. 

Messrs.  Naudain,  Linn,  Kent,  Robbins,  and 
Prentiss,  after  ballotting  and  counting,  were 
declared  to  be  elected  that  committee. 

Mr.  ROBBINS,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Library,  reported  a  joint  resolution,  authorizing 
the  purchase  of  500  copied  of  the  History  of 
Congress,  published  by  Carey,  Lea  and  Carey, 
of  Philadelphia;  read  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 
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Mr.  TYLER  presented  the  petition  of  Zach- 
ariah  Cox,  asking  indemnity  for  the  loss  of  pro- 
perty, by  certain  officers  of  the  United  States, 
acting"  in  their  official  capacity,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciar}'. 

Mr.  TYLER  presented  the  petition  of  Jacob 
Weaver,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  KENT  presented  the  memorial  of- 


which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  resolution  of  one  of  the  Senators  from 
Indiana,  proposing1  to  devote  Fridays  and  Satur- 
days of  each  week  to  the  reception  of 
bills,  was  then  taken  up  and  considered, 
The  resolution  was  negatived — ayes  13  noes  16. 

The  resolutions  upon  the  table,  which  we 
have  already  given,  were  then  taken  up,consid- 
ered,  and  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims  re- 
commending' that  Archibald  W.  Hamilton  have 
leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  and  documents 
was  concurred  in:  the  report  from  the  same 
Committee  recommending  that  the  petition  of 
Samuel  Louisville,  be  not  granted,  was  also 
agreed  to. 

The  act  providing  for  the  loss  of  property 
during  the  revolutionary  and  subsequent  Indian 
war,  was  then  taken  up,  read  a  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  moved  that  the  bills  from 
the  other  House  be  taken  up  and  read  a  first 
and  second  time  by  their  titles.  Motion  agreed 
to. 

The  following  bills  were  then  taken  up  and 
read  a  first  and  second  time. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Wilson.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Private  Lands. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Blanchard.      < 

The  following  bills  were  then  read  a  third 
time  and  passed : — 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Ouks. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  A.  C.  Jones. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Macguire. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  J  ohn  Webber. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Luther  L.  Smith  was 
then  taken  up,  but  oh  motion  of  Mr.  Poindex- 
ter,  was  laid  on  the  table  in  order  that  the  spe- 
cial order  might  be  taken  up.  Motion  agreed  to. 

The  special  order,  being  the  resolution  of  one 
of  the  Senators  from  Mississippi,  (Mr.  Poin- 
dexteb,)  amended  by  one  of  the  Senators  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay,)  was  then  taken  up. 

MR.  CALHOUN  rose  and  said: 

In  order  to  have  a  clear  conception  of  the 
nature  of  the  controversy,  in  which  the  Senate 
finds  itself  involved  with  the  President,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  pass  in  review  the  events  of 
the  last  few  months,  which  have  led  to  it,  how- 
ever familiar  they  may  be  to  the  members  of 
this  body. 

Their  history  may  be  very  briefly  given.  It  is 
well  known  to  all,  that  the  act  incorporating 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  made  that  insti- 
tution the  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government;  and 


that,  among  other  provisions,  it  directed,  that  the 
public  money  should  be  deposited  in  its  vaults. 
The  same  act  vested  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  with  the  power  of  withholding1  the 
deposit<fs,and,  in  the  event  of  withholding  them, 
required  him  to  report  his  reasons  to  Congress. 
The  late  Secretary,  on  the  interference  of  the 
President,  refused  to  withhold  the  deposites,  on 
the  ground  that  satisfactory  reasons  could  not 
be  assigned  for  the  act,  for  which  the  President 
removed  him,  and  appointed  the  present  incum- 
bent in  his  place,  expressly  with  a  view  that  he 
should  perform  the  act  his  predecessor  had  re- 
fused to  do.  lie  accordingly  removed  the  de- 
posites, and  reported  his  reasons  to  Congress* 
and  the  whole  transaction  w;«s  thus  brought  up 
for  our  approval,  or  disapproval,  entirely  by 
the  act  of  the  Executive,  without  participation 
or  agency  on  our  part;  and  we  were  thus  pla- 
ced in  a  situation,  in  which  we  were  com- 
pelled to  express  our  approbation  or  disappro- 
bation of  the  transaction,  or  to  shrink  from  the 
performance  of  an  important  duty.  We  could 
not  hesitate.  The  subject  was  accordingly  ta- 
ken up,  and  after  months  of  deliberation,  in 
which  the  whole  transaction  was  fully  investiga- 
ted and  considered,  and  after  the  opinions  of 
all  sides,  of  the  friends,  as  well  as  the  oppo. 
nents  of  the  administration,  were  fully  expres- 
sed, the  Senate  passed  a  resolution  disapproving 
the  reasons  of  the  Secretary.  But  they  were 
compelled  to  go  farther.  That  resolution 
covered  only  a  part  of  the  transaction,  and  that 
not  the  most  important.  The  Secretary  wss 
but  the  agent  of  the  President  in  the  transac- 
tion. He  had  been  placed  in  the  situation  he 
occupied,  expressly  with  a  view,  of  executing 
the  order  of  the  President,  who  had  openly  de- 
clared, that  he  assumed  the  responsibility,  and 
his  declaration  was  reiterated  here  in  the  de- 
bate, by  those,  who  are  known  to  speak  his  sen- 
timents. To  omit,  under  these  circumstances, 
an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  in 
relation  to  this  transnetion,  viewed  as  the  act  of 
the  President,  would  have  been,  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate,  a  mauifest  dereliction  of  duty. 

With  this  impression  the  second  resolution 
was  adopted.  It  was  drawn  up  in  the  most 
general  terms,  and  with  great  care,  with 
the  view  to  avoid  an  expression  of  opinion 
as  to  the  motive  of  the  Executive,  and  to  limit 
the  expression  simply  to  the  fact,  that  in  the 
part  he  had  taken  in  the  transaction,  he  had  as- 
sumed powers,  neither  conferred  by  the  Con- 
stitution nor  the  laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both. 
It  is  this  resolution,  thus  forced  upon  us,  and 
thus  cautiously  expressed,  which  has  so  deeply 
offended  the  President;  which  has  called  forth 
his  protest;  in  which  he  has  undertaken  to  judge 
of  the  powers  of  the  Senate;  to  assign  limits  in 
their  exercise  to  which  they  may ,  and  beyond 
which  they  shall  not  go;  to  deny  their  right  to 
passthe  resolution;  to  charge  them  with  usur- 
pation and  the  violation  of  law  and  of  the  Con- 
stitution in  adopting  it,  and  finally  to  interpose 
between  the  Senate  and  their  constituents,  and 
virtually  to  pronounce  upon  the  validity  of  the 
votes  of  some  of  its  members,  on  the  ground 
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that  they  do  not  conform  with  the  will  of  their 
constituents. 

This  is  a  brief  statement  of  the  controversy, 
which  presents  for  inquiry  the  question,  what 
5s  the  real  nature  of  the  issue  between  the  par- 
ties ?  a  question  of  the  utmost  magnitude,  and 
on  the  just  and  full  comprehension  of  which, 
the  wisdom  and  propriety  of  our  course  must 
mainly  depend. 

It  would  be  a  great  mistake  to  suppose  that  the 
issue  involves  the  question,  whether  the  Senate 
had  a  right  to  pass  that  resolution  or  not;  or  what 
is  the  nature  and  character  of  the  resolution, 
or  whether  it  be  correct,  in  point  of  fact  or 
principle;  or  whether  it  was  expedient  to  adopt 
it.  All  these  are  important  questions,  but  they 
were  fully  and  deliberately  considered,  and 
were  finally  decided  by  the  Senate  in  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution, — finally  and  irrevocably 
decided,so  that  they  cannot  be  opened  for  recon- 
sideration, and1  decision  by  the  will  of  the  body 
itself,  according1  to  the  rules  of  its  proceedings, 
much  less  on  the  demand  of  the  President. 
No;  the  question  is  not,  whether  we  had  a  right 
to  pass  the  resolution.  It  is  one  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent character,  and  of  much  greater  magni- 
tude. It  is  whether  the  President  has  a  right  to 
question  our  decision — this  is  the  real  question  at 
issue — a  question  which  goes  in  its  consequen 
ces  to  all  the  powers  of  the  Senate,  and  which 
involves  in  its  decision  the  fact,  whether  it  is  a 
separate  and|independent  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment; or  a  mere  appendix  of  the  Executive 
Department.  If  the  President  has  indeed  the 
right  to  question  our  opinion;  if  we  are  in  fact 
accountable  to  him,  then  all  that  he  has  done, 
has  been  rightfully  done — then  he  would  have 
the  right  to  send  us  his  protest — then  he  would 
have  the  right  to  judge  of  our  powers,  and  to 
assign  limits  beyond  which  we  should  not  pass, 
then  he  would  have  the  right  to  deny  our  au- 
thority to  pass  the  resolution,  and  to  accuse  us 
of  usurpation  and  the  violation  of  law,  and  of 
the  Constitution  in  its  adoption.  But  if  he  has 
not  the  right;  if  we  are  not  accountable  to  him, 
then  all  that  he  has  done,  has  been  wrongfully 
done,  and  his  whole  course,  from  beginning  to 
end,  in  relation  to  this  matter,  would  be  an 
open  and  palpable  violation  of  the  constitutional 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  Senate. 

Fortunately,  this  very  important  question, 
which  has  so  direct  a  bearing  on  the  very  exis- 
tence of  the  Senate,  as  a  deliberative  b  ody,  is  sus  - 
ceptible  of  the  most  certain  and  unquestionable 
solution.  Under  our  system,  all  who  exercise 
power  are  bound  to  sbow,  when  questioned, 
by  what  authority  it  is  exercised.  1  deny  the 
right  of  the  President  to  question  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Senate— utterly  deny  it;  and  I  call 
upon  his  advocates  and  supporters  on  this  floor 
to  exhibit  his  authority;  to  point  out  the  article, 
the  section,  and  the  clause  of  the  Constitution, 
which  contains  it— to  show,  in  a  word,  the  ex- 
press grant  of  the  power.  None  other  can  ful- 
fil the  requirements  of  the  Constitution.  I  pro- 
claim it  as  a  truth — as  an  unquestionable  truth, 
of  the  highest  import,  and  heretofore  not  suf- 
ficiently understood,  that  the  President  has  no 


right  to  exercise  any  implied  or  constructive 
power.  I  speak  upon  the  authority  of  the 
Constitution  itself,  which,  by  an  express  grant, 
has  vested  all  the  implied  and  constructive 
powers  in  Congress,  and  in  Congress  alone. 
Hear  what  the  Constitution  says:  Congress 
shall  have  power  "io  make  all  laws,  which 
shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  in- 
to execution  the  foregoing  power,"  (those 
granted  to  Congress,)  "  and  all  other  powers 
vested  by  this  Constitution  in  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  department  or 
office  thereof." 

Comment  is  unnecessary — the  result  is  inevi- 
table. The  Executive ,  and  I  may  add,  no  de- 
partment, can  exercise  any  power,  without  ex- 
press grant  by  the  Constitution ,  or  by  authority 
of  law.  A  most  noble  and  wise  provision,  full 
of  the  most  important  consequences.  By  it, 
ours  is  made,  emphatically,  a  constitutional 
and  legal  Government,  instead  of  a  Govern- 
ment controlled  by  the  discretion  or  caprice 
of  those  who  are  appointed  to  administer  and 
execute  its  powers.  By  it,  our  Government, 
instead  of  consisting  of  three  independent,  se- 
parate, conflicting,  and  hostile  departments, 
has  all  its  powers  blended  harmoniously  int*> 
one,  without  the  danger  of  conflict,  and  with- 
out destroying  the  separate  and  independent 
existence  of  the  parts.  Let  us  pause  for  a  mo- 
ment, to  contemplate  this  admirable  provision, 
and  the  simple,  but  efficient  contrivance,  by 
which  these  happy  results  are  secured.  . 

It  has  been  often  said,  that  this  provision  of 
the  Constitution  was  unnecessary,  that  it  grew 
out  of  abundant  caution,  to  remove  the  possi- 
bility of  a  doubt,  as  to  the  existence  of  im- 
plied or  constructive  powers;  and  that  they 
would  have  existed  without  it,  and  to  the  full 
extent,  that  they  now  do.  They  who  consider 
this  provision  in  this  light,  as  mere  surplu- 
sage, do  great  injustice  to  the  wisdom  of  those, 
who  formed  the  Constitution.  I  shall  not  deny, 
that  implied  or  constructive  powers  would  have 
existed,  and  to  the  full  extent  that  they  now 
do,  without  this  provision;  but  had  it  been 
omitted,  a  most  important  question  would  have 
been  left  open  to  controversy.  Where  would 
they  reside?  In  each  department?  Would  each 
have  had  the  right  to  interpret  its  own  power, 
and  to  assume  on  its  own  will  and  responsibil- 
ity, all  the  powers  necessary  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect those  granted  to  it  by  the  Constitution? 
What  would  have  been  the  consequence? — 
Who  can  doubt,  that  a  state  of  perpetual  and 
dangerous  conflict,  between  the  departments 
would  be  the  necessary — the  inevitable  result, 
and  that  the  strongest  would  ultimately  absorb  all 
the  powers  of  the  other  departments?  Need  I  de- 
signate which  is  that  strongest?  Need  I  prove, 
that  the  Executive,  as  the  armed  interpreter,  as  I 
said  on  another  occasion,  vested  with  the  patron- 
age of  the  Government,  wouldultimately  become 
the  sole  expounder  of  the  Constitution  ?  It  was 
to  avoid  this  dangerous  conflict  between  the 
departments,  and  to  provide,  most  effectually 
against  the  abuses  of  discretionary  or  im- 
plied   powers,  that   this   provision   has   ves- 
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ted,  all  the  implied  power  in  Congress?  But  it 
may  be  asked  are  they  not  liable  to  abuse  in  the 
hands  of  Congress?  Will  not  the  same  princi- 
ple of  oar  nature,  which  impels  one  depart- 
ment to  encroach  upon  the  other,  ,  equally 
impel  Congress  to  encroach  upon  the  Executive 
Department?  Those  who  framed  the  Constitu- 
tion, clearly  foresaw  this  clanger,  and  have  ta- 
ken measures  effectually  to  guard  against  it. 
With  this  view,  the  Constitution  has  raised  the 
President  from  being  a  mere  Executive  officer, 
to  a  participation  in  the  legislative  functions  of 
the  Government;  and  has,  among  other  legisla- 
tive powers,  clothed  him  with  that  of  the  veto, 
mainly  with  a  view,  to  protect  his  rights 
against  the  encroachment  of  Congress.  In  vir- 
tue of  this  important  power  no  bill  can  become  a 
law  till  submitted  for  his  consideration.  If  lie  ap- 
proves, it  becomes  a  law,  but  if  he  disapproves 
it  is  returned  to  the  House  in  which  it  origi- 
nated, and  cannot  become  a  law  unless  pass- 
ed by  two-thirds  of  both  Houses;  and  in  order  to 
guard  his  powers  against  the  encroachment  of 
Congress,  through  all  the  avenues  by  which  it 
can  possibly  be  approached,  the  Constitution  ex- 
pressly provides,  "that  every  order,  resolution,  or 
vote  to  which  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  may  be  necessary," 
[none  other  can  pass  the  limits  of  their  respective 
halls,]  "excepton  a  questionof  adjournment  shall 
be  presented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  before  the  same  shall  take  effect,  shall  be  ap- 
proved by  him;  or,  being  disapproved  by  him,  shall 
be  repassed  by  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  and  the 
House  of  Representatives,  according  to  the  rules 
and  limitations  prescribed  in  the  case  of  a  bill." 
These  provisions  with  the  patronage  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive give  ample  protection  to  the  powers  of 
.the  President,  against  the  encroachment  of  Con- 
gress, as  experience  has  abundantly  shown. 

But  here  a  very  important  question  pre- 
sents itself,  which  when  properly  considered, 
throws  a  flood  of  light  on  the  question  under 
consideration.  Why  has  the  Constitution  limited 
the  veto  power  to  bills,and  to  the  orders,votes  and 
resolutions,  requiring  the  concurrence  of  both 
Houses  ?  Why  not  also  extend  it  to  their  sepa- 
rate votes,  orders,  or  resolutions?  But  one  answer 
can  be  given.  The  object  is  to  protect  the  in- 
dependence of  the  two  Houses — to  prevent  the 
Executive  from  interfering  with  their  proceed- 
ings, or  to  have  any  control  over  them,  as  is  at- 
tempted in  this  Protest;  on  the  great  principle 
which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  liberty,  and 
without  which  it  cannot  be  preserved;  that  deli- 
berative bodies  should  be  left  without  extrane- 
ous control  or  influence,  free  to  express  their 
opinions  and  to  conduct  their  proceedings  ac- 
cording to  their  own  sense  of  propriety.  And 
we  find  accordingly,  that  the  Constitution  has 
not  only  limited  the  veto  to  the  cases  requiring 
the  concurring  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  but 
has  expressly  vested  each  House  with  the  power 
of  establishing  its  own  rules  of  proceeding, 
according  to  its  will  and  pleasure,  without 
limitation  or  check.  Within  these  walls, 
then,  the  Senate  is  the  sole  and  absolute 
judge  of  its  own  powers  ;  and  in  the  mode  of 


conducting  our  business,  and  in  determin- 
ing how,  and  when,  our  opinions  ought  to  be  ex- 
pressed, there  is  no  other  standard  of  right  or 
wrong,  to  which  an  appeal  can  be  made,  but 
the  Constitution  and  the  rules  of  proceedings 
established  under  the  anthority  of  the  Senate 
itself.  And  so  solicitous  is  the  Constitution  to 
secure  to  each  House  a  full  control  over  its 
own  proceedings,  and  the  freest  and  fullest 
expression  of  opinion,  on  all  subjects,  that  even 
the  majesty  of  the  laws  are  relaxed  to  ensure 
a  perfect  freedom  of  debate.  It  is  worthy  of 
remark,  that  the  provision  of  the  Constitution, 
which  I  have  cited  in  vesting  in  Congress  the 
implied  or  constructive  powers,  is  so  worded  as 
not  to  comprehend  the  discretionary  powers  of 
the  two  Houses,  in  determining  the  rules  of 
their  proceedings,  which  of  course,  places  them 
beyond  the  interference  of  Congress  itself. 

Let  us  now  cast  our  eyes  back,  in  order  that 
we  may  comprehend  at  a  single  glance,  the  ad- 
mirable arrangements  by  which  the  harmony  of 
the  Government  is  secured,  without  impairing 
the  separate  existence  and  independence  of  the 
parts.  In  order  to  prevent  the  conflicts,  which 
would  hare  resulted,  necessarily,  if  each  de- 
partment had  been  left  to  construe  its  own 
powers,  all  the  implied,  or  constructive  powers 
are  vested  in  Congress. ;  that  Congress  should 
not,  through  its  implied  powers,  encroach  upon 
the  Executive  Department,  (I  omit  the  Judicia- 
ry as  not  belonging  to  the  question,)  the  Pre- 
sident is  clothed  with  the  veto  power  ;  and  that 
his  veto  should  not  interfere  with  the  rights  of 
the  two  Houses,  to  control  their  respective  pro- 
ceedings, it  is  limited  to  bills,  or  votes  that  re- 
quire the  concurrence  of  the  two  Houses.  It 
is  thus  that  our  walls  are  interposed  to  protect 
the  rights,  which  belong  to  us,  as  a  separate 
constituent  member  of  the  Government,  from 
the  encroachments  of  the  executive  power;  and 
it  is  thus  that  the  power,  which  is  placed  in  his 
hands,  as  a  shield  t  >  protect  him  against  the  im- 
plied or  Pconstructive  powers  of  Congress,  is 
prevented  from  being  converted  into  a  sword 
to  attack  the  rights  which  are  exclusively  vested 
in  the  two  Houses. 

Having  now  established,  beyond  controversy, 
that  the  President  has  no  implied  or  construc- 
tive power — that  he  has  no  authority  to  exercise 
any  right,  not  expressly  granted  to  him  by  the 
Constitution  or  vested  in  him  by  law ;  and  that 
the  Constitution  has  secured  to  the  Senate  the 
sole  right  of  regulating  its  own  proceedings,  free 
from  all  interference,  the  fabric  reared  by  this 
paper,  and  which  rests  upon  the  opposite  basis, 
pre-supposing  the  right  to  the  fullest  and  bold- 
est assumption  of  discretionary  powers,  on  the 
part  of  the  President,  falls  prostrate  in  the 
dust. 

With  these  views  it  will  not  be  expected  that 
I  should  waste  the  time  of  the  Senate  in  exam- 
ining its  contents;  but  if  additional  proof  were 
necessary  to  confirm  the  truth  of  my  remarks, 
and  to  show  how  strong  would  have  been  the 
tendency  to  conflict,  and  how  dangerous  it 
would  have  been  to  have  left  the  several  depart- 
ments in  possession  of  the  right  to  exercise  im- 
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plied  powers  at  their  pleasure,  this  paper 
would  afford  the  strongest.  In  illustration  of 
the  correctness  of  this  assertion,  I  will  select 
two  or  three  of  its  leading  positions  which  will 
show,  what  feeble  barriers  reason  or  regard 
to  consistency  would  be  to  prevent  conflict 
between  the  departments,  or  to  protect  the 
legislative  from  the  Executive  branch  of  the 
Government,  and  how  regardless  the  President 
is  of  consistency  or  reason,  where  the  object 
is  the  advancement  of  the  powers  of  his  depart- 
ment. 

In  order  to  prove  that  the  Senate  had  no 
right  to  pass  the  resolution  in  question,  the 
President  enters  into  a  long  disquisition  on  the 
nature  and  character  of  our  Government.  He 
tells  ns,  that  it  consists  of  three  separate  and 
independent  departments — the  legislative,  ex- 
ecutive, and  the  judicial.  That  the  first  is  vest- 
ed in  Congress,  the  second  in  the  President, 
and  the  last  in  the  courts,with  a  few  exceptions, 
which  he  enumerates.  He  also  informs  us, 
that  these  departments  are  co-equal,  and  that 
neither  has  the  right  to  coerce  or  control  the 
other;  and  then  concludes,  that  the  Senate  had 
no  right  to  pass  the  resolution  in  question. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  inquire,  whether 
the  view  of  the  Government,  which  the  Presi- 
dent has  presented,  be,  or  be  not  correct;  but 
if  it  were,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  show, 
that  his  conception,  that  they  are  coequal,  and 
that  neither  has  aright  to  coerce  or  control  the 
other,  taken  in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of 
these  terms,  would  deprive  the  Senate  of  all 
its  judicial  powers,  and  much  of  its  legislative. 
1  will  assume  that  his  views  are  correct — and 
that  as  coequal  departments,  neither  has  the 
right  to  interfere  with  the  other,  and  what  fol- 
lows? If  we  have  no  right  to  disapprove  of  his 
conduct,  he  surely  has  none,  on  his  own  princi- 
ple, to  disapprove  of  ours.  It  would  seem  im- 
possible that  so  obvious  and  necessary  a  conse- 
quence could  be  overlooked;  yet  so  blind  is 
ambition  in  pursuit  of  power — so  regardless  of 
reason  or  consistency,  that  the  President,  while 
he  denies  to  us  the  right  to  interfere  with  him, 
or  to  question  his  acts,  does  not  hesitate  to 
charge  the  Senate,  directly  and  repeatedly, 
with  usurpation  and  a  violation  of  the  laws  and 
of  the  Constitution. 

The  advocates  of  the  President  could  not  but 
feel  the  glaring  inconsistency  and  absurdity  of 
his  course,  and  in  order  to  reconcile  his  conduct 
with  the  principles  that  he  laid  down,  assert- 
ed ,  in  the  discussion ,  that  he  sent  his  protest, 
not  as  President  of  the  United  States,  but  in 
his  individual  character,  as  Andrew  Jackson. 
We  m:iy  assert  any  thing — that  black  is  white, 
or  that  white  is  black .  Every  page — every  line 
of  this  paper,  contradicts  the  assertion.  He 
throughout  speaks  in  his  official  character,  as 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  regards  the 
supposed  injury  that  has  begn  done  him,  as  an 
injury  to  him,  not  in  his  private,  but  in  his  offi- 
cial character.  But  the  explanation  only  re- 
moves the  difficulty,  one  step  further  back.  I 
would  ask,  what  right  has  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  divest  himself  of  .his  official 


character,  in  a  question  between  him  and  this 
body,  touching  his  official  conduct?  Where  is 
his  authority  to  descend  from  his  high  stntion, 
in  order  to  defend  himself,  as  a  mere  privatei 
individual,  in  what  relates  to  him  in  his  public 
character  ? 

But,  the  part  of  this  paper  which  is  the  most  i 
characteristic — that  which  lets  us  into  the  real 
nature  and  character  of  this  movement,  is  the 
source  from  which  the  President  derives  the  right 
to  interfere  with  our  proceedings.  He  does  not 
even  pretend  to  derive  it  from  any  power  vested  in 
him  by  the  Constitution,  express  or  implied.  He 
knew  that  such  an  attempt  would  be  utterly 
hopeless;  and  accordingly,  instead  of  a  ques- 
tion of  right,  he  makes  it  a  question  of  duty;  and 
thus  inverts  the  orderof  things,referring  his  rights; 
to  his  duties,  instead  of  his  duties  to  his  rights, 
and  forgetting,  that  rights  always  precede  duties, 
and  are  in  fact  but  the  obligations  which  they 
impose,  and,  of  course,  that  they  do  not  confer 
power,  but  impose  obedience — obedience  in  his 
case  to  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  in  the 
discharge  of  his  official  duties.  The  opposite 
view — that  on  which  he  acts,  and  which  would 
give  to  the  President  a  right  to  assume  whatever 
duty  he  might  choose,  and  to  convert  such  duties 
into  powers,  would,  if  admitted,  render  him  as  ab- 
solute as  the  Autocrat  of  all  the  Russias.  Taking 
this  erroneous  view  of  his  powers,  he  could  be  at 
little  loss  to  justify  his  conduct — to  justify 
did  I  say  ? — he  takes  higher,  far  higher 
ground  ;  he  makes  his  interference  a  matter 
of  obligation;  of  solemn  obligation,  impe- 
rious necessity — the  tyrant's  plea.  He  tells 
us,  that  it  was  due  to  his  station,  to  public  opin- 
ion, to  proper  self  respect,  to  the  obligation  im- 
posed by  his  constitutional  oath,  his  duty  to  see 
the  laws  faithfully  executed,  his  responsibility- 
as  the  head  of  the  Executive  Department,  and 
to  his  obligation  to  the  American  people,  as 
thoir  immediate  representative,  to  interpose  his 
authority  against  the  usurpations  of  the  Senate. 
Infatuated  man!  blinded  by  ambition — intoxica- 
ted by  flattery  and  vanity!  Who,  that  is  the  least 
acquainted  with  the  human  heart, — who  that  is 
conversant  with  the  page  of  history,  does  not 
sec,  under  all  this,  the  workings  of  a  dark,  law- 
less and  insatiable  ambition,  which,  if  not  arrest- 
ed, will  finally  impel  him  to  his  own,  or  his  coun- 
try's ruin? 

It  would  be  a  great  mistake  to  suppose  that  this 
protest  is  the  termination  of  his  hostility  against 
the  Senate.  It  is  but  the  commencement — it  is 
the  proclamation  in  which  he  makes  known  his 
will  to  the  Senate,  claims  their  obedience,  and 
admonishes  them  of  their  danger,  should  they 
refuse  to  repeal  their  ordinance — no,  not  ordi- 
nance— their  resolution.  I  am  hurried  away 
by  the  recollection  of  the  events  of  the  last 
session.  The  hostilities  then  and  now  waged 
are  the  same  in  their  nature,  character, 
and  principle;  differing  only  in  their  objects 
and  the  parties.  Then  it  was  directed  against 
a  sovereign  member  of  this  confederacy — 
now  against  the  Senate.  Then  the  Senate 
was  associated  with  the  Executive,  as  its 
allv— now  it  is  the  object  of  his  attack.    I  re- 
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peat;  hostilities  will  be  prosecuted  against  us 
unless  we  repeal  our  resolutions,  to  effect 
which,  is  the  object  of  sending  us  this  pro- 
test; for,  disguise  it  as  we  will,  to  receive 
this  protest  and  to  enter  it  upon  our  journals 
would  be  a  virtual  repeal — a  surrender  of  our 
rights,  and  an  acknowledgment  of  his  superior- 
ity, and  in  that  light  it  would  be  considered  by 
the  country  and  the  world — by  the  present  and 
future  generations. 

Should  we  repeal  our  resolutions  by  receiving 
and  entering  the  protest  on  the  journals,  we 
no  doubt  will  be  taken  into  favor  and  our  past, 
offences  be  forgiven;  but  if  not,  we  may  expect 
that  the  war  message  (unless  indeed  the  public 
indignation  should  arrest  it)  will  follow  in  due 
time,  of  which  the  protest  contains  many  indi 
cations,  not  to  be  misunderstood. 

It  is  impossible  for  the  most  careless  observer 
to  read  this  paper,  without  being  struck  with 
the  extreme  solicitude  which  the  Presi 
dent  evinces  to  place  himself  in  a  posi 
tion  between  the  Senate  and  the  people. — 
He  tells  us  again  and  again — with  the 
greatest  emphasis,  that  he  is  the  immediate 
representative  of  the  American  people.  He  the 
immediate  representative  of  the  American  peo 
pie!  1  thought  the  President  professed  to  be  a 
State  Rights'  nun,  placed  at  the  head  of  the  State 
Rights'  party;  that  he  believed  that  the  people 
of  these  States  were  united  in  a  constitutional 
compact,  as  forming  distinct  and  sovereign 
communities;  and'  that  no  such  community  or 
people,  as  the  American  people,  taken  in  the 
aggregate,  existed.  I  had  supposed  that  he  was 
the  President  of  tie  United  States,  the  only  title 
by  which  he  is  legally  and  constitutionally 
known;  and  that  the  American  people  are  not 
represented  in  a  shgle  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment; no,  not  even  in  the  other  House 
which  represents  fhe  people  of  the  several 
States,  as  distinct  from  the  people  in  the  aggre- 
gate, as  was  solemnly  determined  at  the  very 
commencement  of  tiie  Government,  under  the 
immediate  authority  of  Washington  himself. — 
Such,  I  had  supposed,  was  the  established  poli- 
tical creed  of  the  party  at  the  head  of  which  he 
professed  to  be,  and  jet  he  claims  to  be  not  only 
the  representative,  but  the  immediate  represen- 
tative of  the  American  people.  What  ef- 
frontery! What  boldness  of  assertion!  The 
immediate  representative!  Why.  he  never  re- 
ceived a  vote  from  the  American  people.  He 
was  elected  by  elector's  elected  cither  by  the 
people  of  the  States  orb  J  their  legislatures  ;and  of 
course  is  at  least  as  far  removed  from  the  people 
as  the  members  of  this  kody,  who  are  elected  by 
legislatures,  chosen  by  the  people;  and  who,  if 
the  truth  must  be  told,  more  fully  and  perfectly 
represent  the  people  of  these  States  than  the 
electoral  colleges,  sircethe  introduction  of  na- 
tional conventions,  composed  of  office-holders 
and  aspirants,  underwhose  auspices  the  presi- 
dential candidate  of  tie  dominant  party  is  selec- 
ted, and  who,  instead  of  the  real  voice  of  die 
people,  utter  that  of  a  mercenary  corps,  with 
interests  directly  hostile  to  theirs. 

But  why  all  this  solicitude  on  the  part  of  the 


President  to  place  himself  near  to  the  people, 
and  to  push  us  off  to  the  greatest  distance?  Why 
this  solicitude  to  make  himself  their  sole  repre- 
sentative, their  only  guardian  and  protector, 
their  only  friend  and  supporter'  The  object 
cannot  be  mistaken.  It  is  preparatory  to  farther 
hostilities — to  an  appeal  to  the  people;  and  is 
intended  to  prepare  the  way  in  order  to  trans- 
mit to  them  his  declaration  of  war  against  the 
Senate,  with  a  view  to  enlist  them  as  his  allies 
in  the  war,  which  he  contemplates  waging  a- 
gainst  this  branch  of  the  Government.  If  any 
one  doubts  his  intention,  let  him  cast  his  eyes 
over  the  contents  of  this  paper,  and  mark  with 
what  anxiety  he  seeks  to  place  himself  in  an 
attitude  hostile  to  the  Senate,  how  he  has  con- 
verted a  simple  expression  of  opinion  into  an  ac- 
cusatiom — a  charge  of  guilt — a  denunciation  of 
his  conduct — an  impeachment,  in  which  he 
represents  himself  as  having  been  tried  and 
condemned  without  hearing  or  investigation.— 
The  President  is  an  old  tactician,  and  unders- 
tands well  the  advantage  of  carrying  on  a  de- 
fensive war  with  offensive  operations,  in  which 
the  assailed  assaults  the  assailant;  and  his  object 
is  to  gain  a  position  so  commanding  in  the 
prosecution  of  hostilities  which  he  meditates. 

Having  secured  this  important  position,  as  he 
su  pposed ,  he  next  endeavors  to  excite  the  sym- 
pathy of  the  people,  whom  he  seeks  to  make  his 
allies  in  the  contest.  He  tells  them  of  his 
wounds — wounds  received  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution — of  his  patriotism;  of  his  disinterest- 
edness; of  his  freedom  from  avarice  or  ambition; 
of  his  advanced  age,  and  finally,  of  his  religion* 
of  his  indifference  to  the  affairs  ofthis  life,  and  of 
his  solicitude  about  that  which  is  to  come.  Can 
we  mistake  the  object?  Who  does  not  see  what 
is  intended?  Let  us  bring  unuer  a  single  glance 
the  facts  of  the  case.  He  first  seized,  upon  the 
public  money,  took  it  from  the  custody  of  the 
law ,  and  placed  it  in  his  own  possession,  as 
much  so  as  if  placed  in  his  own  pocket. — 
The  Senate  disapproves  of  the  act,  and  op- 
poses the  only  obstacle,  that  prevents  him  from 
becoming  completely  master  of  the  public 
treasury.  To  crush  the  resistance  which  they 
interpose  to  his  will,  he  seeks  a  quarrel  with 
them;  and,  with  that  view,  seizes  on  the  reso- 
lution in  question,  as  the  pretext.  He  sends  us 
a  protest  against  it,  in  which  he  resorts  to  every 
act  to  enlist  the  feelings  of  the  people  on  his 
side,  preparatory  to  a  direct  appeal  to  them, 
with  the  view  to  engage  them  as  illies  in  the 
war,  which  he  intends  to  carry  on  against  the 
Senate,  till  they  submit  to  his  author.ty.  He 
has  proclaimed  in  advance,  that  the  right  to  in- 
terfere, involves  the  right  to  make  that  inter- 
ference effectual.  To  make  it  so ,  force  only  is 
wanting.  Give  him  an  adequate  force,  and  a 
speedy  termination  would  be  put  to  the  contro- 
versy. 

Since  then  hostilities  are  intended,  it  is  time 
that  we  should  deliberate  how  we  ought  to  act; 
how  the  assaults  upon  our  constitutional  rights 
and  privileges  ought  to  be  met.  If  we  con- 
sult what  is  due  to  the  wisdom  and  dignity  of 
the  Senate,  there  is  but  one  mode:  meet  it  at 
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the  threshbold.  Encroachments  are  most  easi- 
ly resisted  at  the  commencement.  It  is  at  the 
extreme  point — on  the  frontier.that  in  a  contest 
of  this  description,  the  assailant  is  the  weak- 
est, and  the  assailed  the  strongest.  It  is  there 
that  the  purpose  of  the  usurper  is  the  most  fee- 
ble, and  the  indignation  of  those  whose  rights 
are  encroached  upon,  the  strongest.  Per- 
mit the  frontier  of  our  rights  to  be  passed,  and 
let  the  question  be,  not  resistance  to  usurpation, 
but  at  what  point  we  shall  resist,  and  the  con- 
quest will  be  more  than  half  achieved.  I,  at 
least,  said  Mr.  Calhoun,  will  act  on  these  prin- 
ciples. I  shall  take  my  stand  at  the  door  of 
the  Senate,  if  I  should  stand  there  alone.  I 
deny  the  right  of  the  President  to  send  us  his 
protest.  I  deny  his  right  to  question,  within 
this  chamber,  our  opinions,  in  any  case,  or  in 
reference  to  any  subject  whatever.  He  has 
no  right  to  enter  here  in  hostile  array.  These 
walls  separate  us.  Beyond  this  he  has  his  veto  to 
protect  his  rights  against  aggressions  from  us; 
but  within,  our  authority  is  above  his  interfer- 
ence or  control. 

Entertaining  these  views,  I  for  one,  cannot 
agree  to  receive  the  protest.  But  it  is  said, 
that  the  Senate  never  has  yet  refused  to  re- 
ceive a  message  from  the  President.  In  reply, 
I  answer,  that  it  has  never  yet  agreed  to  re- 
ceive a  protest  from  him;  and  I,  at  least,  shall 
not  contribute  by  my  vote  to  establish  the  first 
precedent  of  the  kind.  With  these  impressions, 
although  I  agree  to  the  resolutions  offered  by 
the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  (Mr.  Poistdexteii) 
as  modified,  a  sense  of  duty  will  compel  me  to 
go  farther,  and  to  add,  at  the  proper  time,  two 
additional  resolutions  ;  one  affirming,  that  the 
President  has  no  right  to  protest  against  our 
proceedings,  and  the  other  refusing  to  receive 
this,  his  protest. 

I  have  now  sa<d  all  that  I  intend  in  reference 
to  the  question  at  issue  between  the  Senate  and 
the  President;  and  will  conclude  by  a  few  re- 
marks addressed  more  directly  to  the  Senate  it- 
self. 

Of  all  the  surprising  events,  said  Mr.  C,  in 
these  surprising  times,  none  has  astonished  me 
more,  than  that  there  should  be  any  division  of 
opinion,  even  the  slightest,  as  to  the  right  of  the 
Senate  to  pass  the  resolution  which  has  been 
seized  on  as  the  pretext  to  send  us  this  protest. 
Before  the  commencement  of  the  discussion,  I 
would  not  have  believed,  that  there  was  a  single 
individual  in  our  country,  the  least  conversant 
with  parliamentary  proceedings,  who  entertained 
any  doubt  of  the  right  of  any  free  and  deliberative 
body,  fully  and  freely  to  discuss  and  express 
their  opinion  on  all  subjects  relating  to  the  pub- 
lic interests,  whether  in  reference  to  men  or  meas- 
ures; or  whether  in  approbation  or  disapproba- 
tion. I  venture  the  assertion,  that  such  a  right 
has  never  been  questioned  before  in  this  country; 
either  hero  or  in  the  State  legisluture.or  in  Great 
Britain,  for  the  last  century,  by  any  party,  whig 
or  lory.  Nor  is  my  astonishment  diminished  by 
the  distinction,  which  has  been  attempted  to  be 
taken,  between  the  expression  of  an  opinion,  in 
reference  to  the  conduct  of  public  officers,  inten- 


ded to   terminate  in  some  legislative  act,  anc 
those   not   so  intended — a  distinction,    withou 
example  or  precedent,   and  without  principle  o< 
reason.     Nor  am  I  less  surprised,  that  it  should 
be  gravely  asserted,  as  it  has  been  in  debate,  tha. 
the  resolution  in   question,  was  not  intended  tc 
terminate  in  some  ulterior  legislative   measure. 
How   this  impression  was  made,    or   could  be 
ventured  to  be  expressed,    I  am  at  a  loss  to. 
conceive,  as  it  was  openly  avowed,  and  fully  un- 
derstood, that  we  only  waited  for  the  proper  mo- 
ment to   carry  the  resolution  into  effect,  by  giv- 
ing it  the  form  of  a  joint  act  of  both  Houses. 
Nor  is  the  attempt  to  limit  our  legislative  func- 
tions by  our  judicial,  in  reference  to  the   resolu- 
tions  less  extraordinary.     I  had  supposed,  that 
our  judicial  were  in  addition  to  our  legislative 
functions,  and  not  in  diminution;  and  that   we< 
possess  to  the  full   extent,  without  limitation  or 
subtraction,  all  the  legislative  powers  possessed 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  with  a  single  I 
exception,  as  provided  in  the  Constitution.  Were. 
it  possible  to  raise  a  rational  doubt  on  the  subject, 
the  example  of  the  English  parliament  would  clear- 
ly prove,  that  our  judicial  functions  impose  no  re-  • 
strictions  on  our  legislative.     I:  is  well  known  i 
that  the   House  of  Lords,  like  che  Senate,  pos- 
sess the  power  of  trying   impeachments,    and  I 
venture  to  assert,  that  in  the  long  course  of  time, 
in  which   it   has   exercised   ttis    power,  not   a  > 
single  case'  can  be  pointed  ou:,  in  which  it  was 
supposed  that  its  judicial  functions  were  dimin-  : 
ished  in  any  degree  by  its  legislative;  and  when  ■' 
we  reflect,   that  this  portion  ct  our  Constitution  i 
is  borrowed  from  the  British,  their  example  must 
be  considered  as  decisive,  as  to  the  point  under 
consideration. 

But  let  us  reflect  a  moment  to  what  extent 
we  must  necessarily  be  carried,  if  we  once  ad- 
mit the  principle.  If  the  Senate  has  no  right, 
in  consequence  of  their  judicial  functions,  to  ■ 
express  an  opinion  by  vole  or  resolution,  in  re- 
ference to  the  legality  or  illegality  of  the  acts 
of  public  functionaries,  .hey  have  no  right  to 
express  such  opinion  individually  in  debate;  as 
the  objection,  if  it  exists  at  all,  goes  to  the  ex- 
pression of  an  opinion  by  individuals  as  well  as 
by  the  body.  He  who  las  made  up  an  opinion 
and  avowed  it  in  debate  would  be  as  much  dis- 
qualified to  perform  his  judicial  functions,  as  a 
judge  on  a  trial  of  impe£chment,as  if  he  had  ex- 
pressed it  by  a  vote;  aid  of  course,  whatever 
restrictions  the  judicial  functions  of  the  Senate 
may  be  supposed  to  impose,  would  be  restric- 
tions on  the  liberty  of  discussion,  as  well  as  that 
of  voting;  and  consequently  destroy  the  free 
dom  of  debate  secured  to  us  by  the  Constitution. 

I  am  indeed,  (said  Mr.  Calhoun,)  amazed, 
that  so  great  a  misconception  of  the  essential 
powers  of  a  deliberative  body  should  be  formed, 
as  to  deny  to  a  legislative  asssembly ,  the  right 
to  express  its  opinions  en  all  subjects  of  a  pub- 
lic nature,  freely,  fully  ind  without  restriction 
or  limitation.  It  inherer.tly  belongs  to  the  law- 
making power — the  pewer  to  make,  repeal, 
and  to  modify  the  laws— to  deliberate  upon  the 
state  of  the  Union — to  ascertain  its  actual  condi- 
tion— the  causes  of  existing  disorders — to  deter- 
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im'me  whether  they  orginated  in  the  laws,  or  in 
iheir  execution, and  to  devise  the  proper  reme- 
dy. What  sort  of  a  legislative  body  would  it 
ipe,  that  had  no  right  to  pronounce  an  opinion, 
whether  a  law  was  or  was  not  in  conformity  to 
the  Constitution;  and  whether  it  had  or  had  not 
been  violated  by  those  appointed  to  administer 
the  laws?  What  could  be  imagined  more  ab- 
surd? and  yet,  if  the  principle  contended  for  be 
correct,  such  would  be  the  character  of  the  Se- 
nate. We  would  have  no  right  to  pronounce 
a  law  unconstitutional,  or  to  assert  that  it  had 
been  violated,  lest  it  should  disqualify  us  from 
performing  our  judicial  functions. 

There  seems  to  be  (said  Mr.  C.)  a  great  mis- 
conception in  reference  to  the  real  motive  and 
i  character  of  the  legislative  and  executive  func- 
tions. The  former  is  in  its  nature  deliberative, 
;  and  involves,  necessarily,  free  discussion  and 
a  full  expression  of  opinion  on  all  subjects  of 
i public  interest.  The  latter  is  essentially  the 
power  of  executing,  and  has  no  power  of  de- 


myself  to  be  breathing  the  air  of  our  country, 
and  to  be  within  the  walls  of  this  Senate  cham- 
ber, when  I  hear  such  doctrines  vindicated.  It 
is  proof  of  the  wonderful  degeneracy  of  the 
times — of  a  total  loss  of  the  true  conceptions  of 
constitutional  liberty.  But,  in  the  midst  of 
this  degeneracy,  I  perceive  the  symptoms  of  re- 
generation. It  is  not  my  wish  to  touch  on  the 
party  designations  that  have  recently  obtained, 
and  which  have  been  introduced  in  the  debate, 
on  this  occasion.  I,  however,  cannot  but  re- 
mark, that  the  revival  of  the  party  names  of  the 
revolution,  after  they  had  so  long  slumbered, 
is  not  without  a  meaning — not  without  an  indi- 
cation of  a  return  to  those  principles,  which 
lie  at  the  foundation  of  our  liberty. 

Gentlemen  ought  to  reflect  that  the  exten- 
sive and  sudden  revival  of  these  names  could 
not  be  without  some  adequate  cause.  Names 
are  not  to  be  taken  or  given  at  pleasure:  there 
must  be  something  to  cause  their  application 
to  adhere.     If  I  remember  rightly,  it  was  Au- 


liberation  beyond  ascertaining  the  meaning  of  gustus,  in  all  the  plenitude  of  his  power,  who 
the  law  and  carrying  its  enactments  into  execu-  said  that  he  found  it  impossible  to  introduce  a 
tion;  and    even   within  this  limited  sphere,  its  |  new  word.      What,  then,  is  that  something? 


constructions  of  its  powers  are  formed  under 
responsibility,  not  only  to  public  opinion,  but 
also  to  the  Legislative  Department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

But  wherever  the  Executive  is  vested  with 
any  portion  of  legislative  functions,  so  essen- 
tially do  those  functions  involve  the  right  of 
deliberation,  and  a  full  and  free  expression  of 
opinion,  that  they  transfer  with  them,  to  the 
Executive,  the  right  of  freely  expressing  his 
opinions  on  all  subjects  connected  with  such 
functions.  Thus  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  who  is  vested  by  the  Constitution  with 
the  right  of  communicating  to  Congress  infor- 
mation on  the  state  of  the  Union;  of  recom- 
mending to  its  consideration  such  measures  as, 
m  his  opinion,  the  public  interests  may  require; 
to  approve  of  its  acts;  and  to  ratify  treaties, 


What  is  there  in  the  meaning  of  Whig  and 
Tory,  and  what  in  the  character  of  the  times, 
which  has  caused  their  sudden  revival,  as  party 
designations,  at  this  time  ?  I  take  it,  that  the 
very  essence  of  toryism — that  which  constitutes 
a  tory,  is  to  sustain  prerogative  against  privi- 
lege— to  support  the  executive  against  the 
legislative  department  of  the  Government,  and 
to  lean  to  the  side  of  power  against  the  side  of 
liberty;  while  the  whig  is, in  all  these  particulars, 
of  the  very  opposite  principles.  These  are  the 
leading  characteristics  of  the  respective  parties, 
whig  and  tory,  and  run  through  their  applica- 
tion in  all  the  variety  of  circumstances  in  which 
they  have  been  applied,  either  in  this  country, 
or  Great  Britain.  Their  sudden  revival  and 
application  at  this  time,  ought  to  admonish  my 
old  friends,  who  are  now  on  the  side  of  the 


which  have  received  the  consent  of  the  Senate;  administration,  that  there  is  something  in  the 
has,  in  the  performance  of  all  these  high  legis-  times — something  in  the  existing  struggle  be- 
lative  functions,  a  right  to  express  his  opinion 'tween  the  parties,  and  in  the  principles   and 


as   to  the  nature,  and  character,  and  constitu- 
tionality of  all  the  measures,  in  the  consideration 
•  of  which  may  be  involved  the  performance  of 
;  these  duties— a  right   which, the  present  Chief 
Magistrate  has,on  all  occasions, freely  exercised, 
'■■  as  we  have  witnessed  this  session,  both  in  his  an- 
nual message,  and  the  one  announcing  his  veto 
;  on  the  land  bill.     In  the  former  he  pronounced 
I  the  United  States  Bank  to  be  unconstitutional, 
I  and  has,  of  course,  according  to  his  own  prin- 
ciple, impeached  the  conduct  of  Washington 
and  Madison,  (the  former  of  whom  signed  the 
charter  of  the  first  bank,   and  the  latter  of  the 
present,)  and  all  of  the  members  of  both  Houses 
[  of  Congress,   who  voted  for  the  act  of  incorpo- 
'  rating  them. 

I  am  mortified, (said  Mr. Calhoun,) that  in  this 

country,  boasting  of  its  Anglo-Saxon  descent, 

!  that  any  one  of  respectable  standing,  much  less 

!  the  President  of  the  United  States,   should  be 

i  found  to  entertain  principles  leading  to  such 

monstrous  results;  and  I  can  scarcely  believe 


doctrines  advocated  by  those  in  power,  which 
has  caused  so  sudded  a  revival,  and  such  ex- 
tensive application  of  the  terms.  I  have  not 
contributed  to  their  introduction,  nor  am  I  de- 
sirous of  seeing  them  applied;  but  I  must  say 
to  those,  who  are  interested  that  they  should 
not  be,  that  nothing  but  their  reversing  their 
course  can  possibly  prevent  their  application. 
They  owe  it  to  themselves — they  owe  it  to  the 
Chief  Magistrate,  whom  they  support,  (who, 
at  least,  is  venerable  for  his  years,)  as  the  head 
of  their  party,  that  they  should  halt  in  their  sup- 
port of  the  despotic  and  slavish  doctrines,  which 
we  hear  daily  advanced,  before  a  return  of  the 
reviving  spirit  of  liberty  shall  overwhelm  them, 
with  those  who  are  leading  them,  to  their 
ruin. 

I  can  speak,  (said  Mr.  Calhoun:,)  with  impar- 
tiality. As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  wish  no 
change  of  party  designations — I  am  content 
with  that  which  designates  those  with  whom  I 
act.    It  is,  I  admit,  not  very  popular,  but  is  at 
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least  an  honest  and  a  patriotic  name.  It  is  sy- 
nonymous to  resistance  to  usurpation — usurpa- 
tion, come  from  what  quarter  and  under  what 
shape  it  may;  whether  it  be  that  from  this  Go- 
vernment on  the  rights  of  the  States,  or  the 
Executive  on  the  Legislative  Department. 
When  Mr.  Calhoun  sat  down, 
Mr.  FORSYTH  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "resolv- 
ed," and  substituting  the  following': 

"That  the  message  of  the  President,  protesting 
against  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
25th  of  March,  be  entered  on  the  journal  ac- 
cording to  his  request. 

"Resolved,"  That  leaving  to  the  States,  to 
whom  the  Senate  is  alone  responsible,  to  judge 
whether  the  resolution  complained  of  is,  or  is 
not,  within  the  constitutional  competency  of  this 
body,  and  called  for  by  the  present  condition  of 
public  affairs,  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  ori- 
ginal resolution,  with  a  list  of  the  yeas  and  nays, 
of  the  President's  Message,  and  of  these  resolu- 
tions, be  prepared  by  the  Secretary,  and  trans- 
mitted by  the  Vice  President  to  the  Governor  of 
each  State  of  the  Union,  to  be  by  him  laid  be- 
fore the  Legislature  at  their  next  session  as  the 
only  authority  authorized  to  judge  upon '  the 
opinions  and  conduct  of  the  Senators  respective- 
ly." v 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  asked  for  the  ayes  and 
nays  on  the  amendment.  And  they  were  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  F.  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes  upon  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  before  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Georgia,  he  would  offer  as  an  amendment  the 
following  additional  resolutions: — 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  has  no  right  to  send  a  protest  to  the  Sen- 
ate against  any  of  its  proceedings. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  do  not  receive  the 
protest  of  the  President. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  said  the  amendment 
would  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  asked  the  Secretary  to  read 
the  rules  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  this  sub- 
ject. He  wished  to  have  a  distinct  vote  as  to 
the  reception  of  the  protest.  The  rule  of  order 
was  very  clear  as  to  his  (Mr.  C.'s)   amendment. 

The  CHAIR  read  the  rule, 
r  Mr.  FORSYTH  said  he  had  no  objection  to 
withdraw  his  amendment  and  present  it  after 
that  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  upon 
Mr.  Calhoun's  amendment. 

The  Senate  having  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  special  order,  being  the  resolutions  of 
Mr.  Poindexter,  concerning  the  Presidential 
Protest.as  modified  by  Mr.  CtAT;and  Mr.  Cal- 
houn having  addressed  the  Senate,  and  offered 
his  resolutions,  and  the  Yeas  and  Nays  being 
ordered  thereon — 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  he  concurred  with  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,) 


presented  by  an  officer,  to  defend  himself  on  a 
charge  of  disregarding  his  duty,  his  personal 
character   being  in  such   charge  necessarily  in-. 
volved.     Considered  as  an  official  communica- 
tion from  a  co-ordinate  department  of  the  Go< 
rernment,  it  was  with  unfeigned  surprise  that 
Mr.  F.  saw  the  pertinacity  of  members  in  thus 
gravely  discussing  the  question,  whether  thei 
message  or  protest  should  be  received  or  not. 
Senators  treat  it  as  an  ordinary  petition  or  me- 
morial.    Now  a  petition  was  never  in  the  hands 
of  the  Senate,  until  it  was  formerly  received.  Ai 
member  under  the  rule  presents  a  memorial  in 
his  place,  states  its  contents,  and,  if  no  objec- 
tion  is  made,  it  is  received.    If  objection   is 
made,   the  sense  of  the   Senate  is  taken— the: 
memorial  remaining,  until  the  Senate  agrees  to, 
receive  it,  in  the  hands  of  the  Senator  who  of- 
fered it.     How  is  it  with  an   official  message 
from  the  President  toeither  House  of  Congress,  j 
or   fr^m  one  branch  of  the  Legislature  to  the; 
other?    The   Secretary  of  the  Executive,  or  of  I 
the  House,  presents  himself  at  our  bar.     "I  am  i 
directed  to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  message  in  i 
writing,"  &c.     It  is  laid  on  our  table — it  is  be-  • 
yond  the  control  of  the  Executive  or  of  the  | 
House — without  our  permission  it  cannot   be 
withdrawn — it  lies  on  the  table  of  the  Senate, 
in  our  possession,  before  and  after  it  is  read.-- 
Whatever  may  be  its  contents,  we  cannot  re- 
fuse to  receive  it,  without  acting  absurdly.  Ad- 
mit our  right  to  examine  the  paper,  and  decide 
upon  its  character  before  it  is  received,  and  then,  , 
when  passion,  or  reason,  or  prejudice,  prevails, 
to  refuse  to  receive  a  message  disagreeable  to 
us,  what  becomes  of  the  rights  of  the  President  I 
and  the  two  Houses,  in  their  intercourse  with 
the  Executive  and  with  each  other?    A  bill  is  i 
sent  to  the  President.     He  returns  it  with  his 
veto — examining  freely  the  powers  of  Congress, 
and  placing  his  refusal  to  pass  the  bill  on  the 
ground  of  want  of  constitutional  power  in  the 
Federal  Government  to  legislate  on  the  subject 
of  it — speaks  freely  or  harshly  of  usurpations 
of  power — and  can  we  or  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives refuse  to  receive  it?     What  becomes 
of  the  bill?     It  is  a  law,  if  not  returned  to  the 
House  where  it  originate,  in  ten  days.     The 
message  and  returned  bill  are  not  on  file  or  on 
the  journals  of  either  House;  no  record  of  the 
Veto,  where  alone  it  can  or  ought  to  be  looked 
for,  is  on  the  journals  of  the  Heuse  where  the 
bill  originated. 

What  can  the  President  appeal  to?  In  the 
dispute,  which  will  inevitably  arise,  who  is  to 
decide,  and  how?  In  the  intercourse  between  us 
and  the  President,  the  right  of  the  Executive 
is  our  right.  If  we  could  refuse  to  receive  his 
messsage,  he  could  refuse  to  receive  ours.  A 
bill  is  sent  to  him,  he  will  not  receive  it.  When 
does  it  become  a  law?  He  is  allowed  ten  dayg 
to  decide  upon  giving  or  withholding  his  sane* 
tion.  He  denies  having  had  the  consideration 
of  the  bill — he  has  not  received  it.  What  is  to 
become  of  the  Government,  if  such  questions 


that  the  paper  was  an  official  message  from  the  are  permitted  to  be  raised?  In  the  intercourse 
President  of  the  United  States — in  some  sort  between  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  confusion 
personal,  too,  as  every  paper  must  be  that  was  j  and  controversy  would  every  day  arise}  in  that 


May  6.] 


REGISTER  OP  DEBATES. 


693 


between  the  two  or  either  branch  of  Congress)  ti0n — he  has  met  the  appeal  of  the  Senate  to  the 
and  the  Executive,  disastrous  hostility,  followed  people.  Did  honorable  members  suppose  the 
by  violent  convulsions,  would  be  the  unavoids-  President  would  shrink  from  the  tribunal  to  which 
ble  result.  It  was  too  late,  out  of  time,  to  talk  the  Senate  called  him,  and  refuse  to  plead? — 
of  receiving  the  message.  It  was  there.  As  They  could  not  know  the  President  and  have 
far  as  the  official  character  of  the  President,  or  indulged  such  a  thought.  Could  any  President, 
his  personal  honor,  was  concerned,  it  was  indif-  however  timid  and  irresolute,  fail  to  defend  him- 
ferent  whether  the  Senate  refused  to  receive  the  self  when  thus  assailed?  That  the  Chief  Ma- 
message,  or  what  treatment  it  met.  Mr.  F.  gietrate  had  the  right  to  answer  his  accusers,  will 
thought  it  had  been   addressed  by  the   proper  not  be  denied.     How  it  should  be  done  is  more 


channel  to  the  people.  As  an  act  of  justice  to 
the  body,  it  was  vent  through  the  Senate,  li 
was  before  the  people,  and  they  would  for» 
and  act  upon  a  fair  judgment  of  it.  Mr.  F.  was 
anxious  that  a  proper  disposition  should  be 
made  of  it,  from  regard  to  the  character  of  the 
Senate.  The  more  disrespectfully  it  wai  treat- 
ed, the  worse  for  the  Senate,  the  better  for  the 
Executive.  In  this  question,  which  bad  been 
most  unnecessarily  raised  between  them,  Mr.  F. 
believed  the  Senate  were  in  the  wrong,  and 
feared  that  the  true  character  and  just  influence 
of  the  budy  would  be  most  dangerously  impair- 
ed, if  the  message  of  the  Chief  Magistrate, 
chosen  by  the  people,  and  vested  with  their 
executive  powers,  was  not  treated  with  due  de- 
corum and  respect.  Recent  events  have  fixed 
public  attention,  with  intense  anxiety,  upon  the 
Senate.  Its  character  was  scrutinized,  and  on 
its  future  conduct  depended  its  fate.  Honora- 
ble Senators  tell  us  that  we  possess  the  public 
confidence,  and  that  the  hopes  of  the  nation  are 
resting  upon  our  firmness  and  integrity.  That 
remains  to  be  seen.  In  his  opinion,  if  greater 
caution,  moderation,  and  wisdom  did  not  go- 
vern the  Senate,  it  will  come  to  be  considered 
a  blot  upon  our  system.  It  will  lose  its  title  to 
public  confidence  and  regard  whenever  the 
shield,  put  under  its  care  to  interpose  between 
other  departments  and  the  people,  is  thrown 
away,  to  assume  the  sword  to  assault  co-ordi- 
nate branches  of  the  Government. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Cal- 
houn) tells  us  that  the  President  has  assaulted 
the  Senate — that  this  protest  is  a  declaration  of 
war  by  the  Chief  Magistrate  against  the  Senate. 
War  on  the  Senate!!!  What  was  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate?  Was  it  not  a  declaration  of 
war  against  the  President?  An  appeal  to  the 
people  to  condemn  and  punish  him?  But  the 
President's  integrity  is  not  put  in  issue  by  the 
resolution.  Ah  !  What,  then,  is  put  in  issue? 
His  understanding,  if  not  his  integrity.  Can  a 
man  be  accused  of  usurpation,  of  tyranny,  in 
office?  Can  an  appeal  be  made  to  the  people  to 
rush  to  the  rescue  of  their  dearest  rights  by  one 
who  lias  seized  the  purse  and  the  sword,  without 
calling  in  question  the  integrity  of  the  accused? 
Yet  after  angry  debates  and  unmeasured  deHUii- 
ciations  by  his  political  opponents,  and  they  have 
embodied  their  censure  in  one  resolution,  worded 
cautiously,  to  convey  every  thing  against  him 
and  commit  themselves  as  little  as  possible,  his 
temperate  and  respectful  answer  is  making  war 
upon  the  Senate— is  appealing  to  the  people 
against  the  judgment  of  the  representatives  of 
the  States!  He  has  made  no  war— he' has  made 
no  appeal— he  has  answered  a  deliberate  accusa- 


questionable.  A  scrutiny  might  be  demanded  o 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  in  ordinary 
cases  this  might  be  the  proper  course.  What 
would  have  been  said  if,  going  to  the  House,  the 
President  had  demanded  an  inquiry  into  his  oon- 
ducti  thus  assailed  as  he  Was  by  the  Senate 
unjustly,  and  in  disregard  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution?  We  should  have  been  told 
thata  conspiracy  was  on  foot  to  deetrey  the  Sen- 
ate by  an  »aion  of  the  Executive  and  of  the 
House  of  Representatives — that  the  President 
was  perfectly  safe  in  demanding  an  inquiry, 
because  a  constitutional  majority  of  the  Senate 
could  not  be,  as  was  ascertained  by  the  vote  on 
the  resolution  of  censure,  found  to  pronounce 
him  guilty.  The  course  pursued  of  sending  the 
defence  to  those  who  made  the  accusation,  was 
certainly  just  and  fair.  There  is  his  defence, 
made  necessary  by  the  act  of  the  Senate.  It  is 
denounced  as  a  command  to  stain  our  records  by 
recording  a  contradiction  of  the  record.  Does  he 
command?  The  language  is  "I request."  But 
this  request  is  not  made,  says  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay)  as  a  convicted  criminal, 
humbled  by  a  sense  of  guilt  and  penitent  for  his 
transgression.  No  indeed,  it  is  not.  It  is  made 
in  the  respectful  and  moderate,  but  firm  tone  of 
an  officer  conscious  of  innocence,  and  forgetting 
inj  ury  inflicted  upon  him  in  his  j  ust  reliance  on  the 
justice  of  his  fellow  citizens  and  to  posterity.  He 
requests  only  that  it  may  be  recorded  with  the 
accusation,  that  it  may  be  preserved  for  the  in- 
spection of  all  those  who  shall  see  the  charge. — 
Will  the  Senate  refuse  this  request?  It  may  be 
thrown  in  the  fire — treated  with  any  and  every 
species  of  contumely — the  consequence  of  such 
treatment  will  fall  upon  the  Senate. 

True,  or  false,  it  should  be  preserved.  If 
false,  those  who  have  given  occasion  for  it, 
ought  to  rejoice.  A  fair  scrutiny  into  it,  will  be 
just  and  appropriate.  Examine  its  facts,  prove 
them  to  be  assumed,  doubtful,  or  false.  Sift  its 
arguments,  show  them  to  be  loose,  illogical, 
or  illusory.  Weigh  its  conclusions,  demonstrate 
them  to  be  unsound.  The  Senate  owes  to  itself, 
and  to  the  President,  and  to  the  people  of  tho 
States,  to  place  the  subject  in  all  its  true  lights, 
before  the  world.  The  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr  Calhoun)  at>ks  for  the  constitu- 
tional authority  of  the  President  to  send  such  a 
message?  Mr.  F.  would  answer  this  question 
distinctly.  The  authority  is  given  in  the  con- 
cluding paragraph  of  that  part  of  the  Constitu- 
tion which  authorized  the  Senate  to  pass  the 
resolution.  Where  is  that  to  be  found?  No 
where  t  The  right  of  the  Senate  rests  upon 
implication — requires  demonstration.  Demon- 
strate the  theorem  by  what  process  yc  may,  the 
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President's  right  to  reply  and  protest,  is  the 
corollary.  The  same  honorable  Senator,  how- 
ever, says,  the  Executive  can  take  no  power 
by  implication  or  construction;  there  are  con- 
structive powers,  but  they  are  all  legislative. — 
The  Senator  had,  in  a  former  discussion,  ac- 
knowledged distinctly  the  po»er  of  removal 
in  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Where 
was  the  express  grant  for  that?  It  was  strictly 
a  constructive  power— a  power  implied.  Ad- 
mitting, for  argument's  sake,  the  accuracy  of 
this  distinction,where  does  the  Senator  find  the 
power  of  the  Senate  by  construction?  The 
whole  Legislature,  it  is  asserted,  has  construc- 
tive power;  but  each  must  h«\ve  it  sepa- 
rately. Where  is  the  constructive  power  of 
either?  Such  is  the  argument.  The  argument 
is,  all  have  it;  therefore  each  has  it.  How  very 
unsatisfactory,  Mr.  F.  said,  it  was  scarcely  ne- 
cessary, after  stating  it,  to  assert.  Admitting, 
however,  this  ingenious  fallacy  to  be  sound  rea- 
aaning,  how  doe*  the  Senator  exclude  the  Pres- 
ident from  the  benefit  of  it>  The  President  is 
an  important  portion  of  the  legislative  authority. 
How  can  it  be  denied,  that  the  implied  con- 
structive power  belonging  to  the  whole  Legisla- 
ture, if  divisible,  and  to  be  severally  assumed 
by  two  branches  of  the  three,  among  whom  it  is 
parcelled  out,  is  not  possessed  in  any  degree 
by  the  third?  •       6 

The  power  of  passing  censorial  resolutions, 
by  either  House  of  Congress,  was  not  to  be 
found  in  the  Constitution.  The  framers  of  the 
Constitution  probably  supposed  such  never  could 
be  necessary,  the  powers  expressly  granted  to 
both,  united  or  separately,  being  sufficient  to 
prevent  or  to  punish  irregularity  or  criminality  in 
the  other  Departments  of  Government.  Nor 
was  it  to  be  denied  that  the  powers  granted"  are 
amply  sufficient,  except  in  cases  of  most  extra- 
ordinary character,  none  of  which  had,  and,  Mr. 
F.  trusted,  never  could  occur.  Either  can  pre- 
vent improvident  legislation  at  its  own  will,  the 
two  Houses  can  correct  misconstructions  of  laws, 
by  repealing  or  amending  statutes— abuse  of 
power  by  enacting  new  limitations  on  its  exer- 
cise; while  the  great  remedy  of  impeachment  is 
at  hand  to  prevent  flagrant  violations  of  Execu- 
tive duty.  The  inquiry  alone  into  the  conduct 
of  the  Executive,  in  any  of  its  branches,  with  a 
view  to  impeachment  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, was  a  more  powerful  corrective  than 
any  separate  resolution  of  disapprobation  either 
House  could  pass.  While,  however,  it  may  be 
admitted  that  either  could,  in  its  own  defence,  or 
in  cases  of  pressing  danger,  resort  to  this  con- 
structive authority  to  act  by  separate  resolution, 
it  cannot  be,  never  has  been  before,  denied  that 
the  party  censured,  upbraided,  with  usurping 
power,  or  violating  the  obligation  of  duty,  had 
a'nghtto  be  heard  in  any  form  he  chose  to  pre- 
sent himself,  justice  and  decorum  to  others  being 
duly  regarded. 

From  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Calhoux,)  one  singular  idea  fell.  He  had  said 
that,  as  joint  resolutions  were  constitutionally 
subjected  to  the  President's  veto,  liko  acts  of 
Congress,  it  followed  that  the  framers  of  the 


Constitution  intended  that  separate  resolutions 
should  be  beyond  Executive  interference.  The 
argument  would  be  good,  if  the  Constitution  said 
any  thing  about  separate  resolutions.  As  it  did 
not,  the  fairer  inference  was  that  separate  reso- 
lutions were  not  thought  of  by  the  framers  or 
authors  of  the  Government.  The  authority  of 
each  House  to  regulate  its  own  proceedings,  re- 
ferred to,  could  not  apply,  as  the  object  of  these 
censorial  resolutions  was  to  regulate  the  course, 
or,  more  properly,  to  influence  the  proceedings  of 
others . 

The  President  can,  ol  course,  have  no  busi- 
ness with  what  is  done  in  the  regulation  of  the 
proceeding*  of  either  House;  but  when  the  reso- 
lutions are  exclusively  external  in  their  opera- 
tion, and  operate  directly  on  his  official  and  per- 
sonal conduct  and  character,  his  right  to  inter- 
fere is  much  more  clear  than  the  right  of  either 
House  thus  to  operate  upon  him.  It  is,  in  fact, 
but  the  mere  right  of  self  defence,  not  denied  to 
any  individual  or  body  corporate,  however  hum- 
ble or  however  exalted.  The  President  had,  as 
was  said  by  the  same  Senator,  the  audacity  to 
enter  the  Senate  Hall,  and  interfere  between 
members  and  their  constituents.  Was  that  a 
fair  statement?  The  President  had  not  only  not 
interfered,  but  expressly  disclaimed  all  right  or 
intention  to  interfere  between  Senators  and  their 
constituents  and  their  consciences.'  He  stated, 
in  his  own  defence,  naked  facts,  according  to 
evidence  recorded  in  the  archives  of  the  Senate. 
He  has  had  the  audacity  to  use  simple  facts, 
without  drawing  even  an  inference,  in  his  da- 
fence.  And  why  not  use  these  facts,  as  well  as 
any  other  facts,  for  that  purpose?  The  Senata 
is  not  very  scrupulous  in  its  treatment -of  the 
President;  and  the  Senators  who  are  so  sensitive 
at  this  asserted,  but  denied  interference  between 
them  and  their  constituents,  interfere  between 
the  President  and  his  constituents,  without  hesi- 
tation or  delicacy. 

Are  we  to  use  the  rod  without  mercy,  and 
treat  the  Executive  as  a  whipped  school-boy; 
charge  him  with  audacity  if  he  does  not  kiss  the 
rod  which  has  been  applied  to  his  shoulders 
merely  for  his  own  good?  If  the  President  had 
appealed  to  the  States,  had  sent  his  address  to 
the  State  Legislatures,  he  would  have  been  jus- 
tified by  the  example  set  him  here.  He  has  not. 
He  has  left  the  Senators  to  their  constituents, 
and  no  doubt  the  parties  would,  in  due  season, 
come  to  a  right  understanding. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  has  called 
the  attention  of  his  adversaries  to  the  late  gen- 
eral application  of  the  term  Whig  to  the  discor- 
dant fragments  of  all  parties  opposed  to  the  ad- 
ministration. He  seemed  to  imagine  it  arose 
from  the  peculiar  applicability  of  the  term. 
The  general  application  of  the  name  did  not 
prove  any  fiftness  to  the  thing  to  which  it  was 
applied.  It  proceeded  not  from  the  harmony 
between  the  name  and  thing,  but  from  concert 
between  those  who  were  desirous  of  giving  a 
new  and  popular  name  to  old  and  unpopular 
things..  There  was  an  organized  and  associated 
press,  directed,  if  not  by  one  impulse  here,  at 
least  directed  to  one  end  by  different  impulses. 
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The  press,  through  all  its  ramifications,  taking  I  Whoever  heard  of  a  good  cold  water  administra- 
up  the  watch-word  "Whig"  from  its  pure  source  I  tion.     The  acid  is  quite  the  thing  to  give  a  flavor 


in  New  York,  sounded  it  through  the  country, 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Hartford  Convention, 
and  the  Osgoods  and  Parishes  of  the  pulpits  of 
the  East,  and  all  like  spirits  of  the  West,  and 
South,  and  Middle  States,  joined  in  the  concert- 
ed cry.  Mr.  F.  did  not  believe  in  the  possibility 
of  deluding  the  people  to  embrace  condemned 
doctrines  and  politicians,  by  the  simultaneous 
application  to  them  ot  a  respectable  and  vener- 
ated name .  He  was  sorry  to  see  the  attempt, 
because  the  effect  would  be  to  degrade  a  name 
associated  with  our  glorious  recollections  of  ex- 
alted patriotism  and  disinterested  suffering:  of 
great  public  services,  and  holy  devotion  to  free- 
dom. 

Mr.  F.  asked  if  the  name  of  Whig  would  not 
be  degraded  if  applied  indiscriminately  to  per- 
Bons  who  had  disregarded,  in  the  days  of  the 
country's  peril,  the  obligations  of  duty  and  pa- 
triotism.    Ask  the  northern  section  of  the  op- 
position, if  the  Nullifiers  are   Whigs — twelve 
months  since  they  were  rebels.     Ask  the  south- 
ern section  if  the  Hartford  conventionists  are 
Whigs— a  few  years  since  they  were  a  disgrace 
to  the  country;  were  then  the  open  enemies  of 
the  Constitution.     Ask  the  Nationals  and   the 
eonsolidationists — the   high  tariff  and  internal 
improvement  men — the  States'  right  men,  par 
excellence,  if  they  are  each  and   all  Whigs  in 
the  English  or  American  acceptation   of  the 
■word — and  the  answer  may  be:    Oh,  yes!   now, 
but  not  a  short  time  since,  and  they  will  not  be 
some  short  time  hence,  if  things  go  as  the  hope 
is  that  things  will  go.     Mr.  F.  felt  how  difficult 
it  was  to  find  an  appropriate  name  for  the  union 
of  such  discordant  materials;  but  he  thought  he 
could  furnish  one  sufficently  descriptive.  Unlike 
the  party  to  which  he  would  apply  it,  it  was  the 
name  of  a  compound,  good  in  itself,  and  made  of 
materials  all  of  which  were  good  in  their  way. 
Suppose  we  call  it  the  Punch  party.     Punch  is 
the  union    of  insipid   water — the   deluded  men 
'who  are   the  chief  material  of  the  party  acid, 
from  the  lime  of  the  southern  growth,  it  is  pro- 
duced in  the  open  air  in  Mississippi  sweetness — 
the  tariff  sugar  from  Louisiana — the  spirit  rum  of 
New  England — home — made  arrack  from  South 


to  the  compound,  but  by  itself  it  serves  only  to 
set  the  teeth  of  edge.     The  sugar  must  be  satis- 
fied with  the  preservation  of  the  2i  cts.  per  lb. 
duty.     The  struggle  must  rest  among  the  spirits 
of  arrack,  there  is  not  enough  for  a  broad-bot- 
tomed administration.     The  poteen  is  of  foreign 
birth,  and  therefore,  excluded  by  the  constitu- 
tion.    Nothing,  then,  is  left,  but  the  New  Eng- 
land rum  and  Western  whiskey.     How  stands 
the  account   between   them?     Rum  is  made  of 
domestic  materials  in  New  England— the  region 
of  Faneuil  Hall— the  cradle  of  American  liber- 
ty.    Yes,   says   whiskey — but  it  is  not  always 
made  of  Southern   molasses — and  then  there  is 
the  Hartford  Convention — and  the  cradle  would 
have  been  made  the  grave  of  liberty,  had  not  the 
child  grown  too  great  to  be  smothered  in  the 
shell  in  which  its   infant  limbs   were  rocked. 
Whiskey  is  made  of  home  materials  always— it 
is  exclusively  agricultural  in  its  origin,  but  not  in 
its  tendency,  says  rum — and  then   recollect  the 
whiskey  insurrection,  when  this  rebellious  liquid 
had  almost  stopped  'the  wheels  of  the  Govern- 
ment.'   The  balance  of  merit,  especially   as  it 
regarded   the  American  System,  being  nearly 
even,  the  fate  of  empire  would  have  to  be  decid- 
ed by  wager  of  battle,  or  the  neighiBg   of  a 
horse. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said,  that  notice  had 
been  given  by  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  of  his 
intention  to  move  two  resolutions  by  way  of 
amendment.  This  notification  induced  him  (Mr. 
P.)  now  to  ask  that  vote  be  taken  on  the  resolu- 
tions offered  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
so  as  to  have  a  distinct  vote  upon  them.  He  was 
desirous  that  then  the  discussion  should  go  on  as 
between  the  proposition  to  be  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  and  the  resolutions  as  they 
may  be  amended.  The  Senate  were  now  likely 
to  have  a  discussion  on  the  propositions  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  with  the 
prospect  of  a  new  discussion  on  those  about  to 
be  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  If 
he  vote  were  now  taken,  the  way  would  be  clear 
for  the  discussion  of  the  resolutions  which  were 
yet  to  be  offered. 

Mr.  PRESTON  said,  it  was  not  without  sur- 


•Carolina — whiskey  from  the  west,  Monongahela)  prise   thas   he  had   remarked  a  great  degree  of 

acute  sensibility  among  certain  Senators  on  any 
motion  being  submitted  touching  the  encroach- 
ments of  Executive  power ;  when  he  did  not 
perceive  the  slightest  degree  of  sensitiveness,  if 
any  motion  was  made  touching  the  power  or 
rights  of  the  Legislature  of  the  United  States. 
VVe  seem  (said  Mr.  P.)  to  look  at  things  through 
different  media,  to  which  our  own  peculiar  inter- 
ests or  prejudices  impart  the  hue  which  tinges 
whatever  we  rest  upon.  I  am  far  from  suppos- 
ing that  gentlemen,  who  seem  so  sensitive  as  to 
every  thing  which  touches  Executive  power,  can 
entertain  the  slightest  idea  that  any  motion  of 
that  sort  will  have  the  effect  of  touching  what 
may  be  their  privileges  and  powers  on  some  fu- 
ture occasion.  I  am  sure  they  do  not  take  the 
view,  that,  in  any  limitation  now  prescribed  to 
Executive  power,  they  will  be  infringed  on  in 


or  elsewhere— a  dash  of  poteen  from  the  shop  of 
Dr.   McNeven  to  catch  the  Irish— an  Irishman 
Lives  the  smell  of  turf  smoke — the  smack  of  un- 
lawful distillation.  Casting  an  eye  to  futurity,  and 
supposing  that  the  unlike  prophetic  forebodings 
of  war,  pestilence,  and  famine,  and  of  the  coffin- 
hand  bills — the  prophecy  of  a  day  or  two  since, 
that  the  last  nail  was  driven  into  the  coffin  of 
Jacksonism,  was  realized — what  arousing  wake 
we  should  have,  punch   being  the  order  of  the 
night,  when  the  veteran  was  carefully  rolled  in 
his  shell  to  be  restored  to  the  great  mother  of  us 
all.     The  genius  of  discord  might  interrupt  the 
harmony  of  the   scene.      If  a  question    should 
arise  about  the  division  of  the  "spoils  of  victory." 
A  glorious  scratch  would  follow  to  determine 
who  should  be   administrator  "dc  bonis  nou"  of 
Uncle  Sam.   The  insipid  would  stand  no  chance. 
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any  of  their  future  rights.  But  1  remark  it  as  a 
curiosity  of  the  times,  that  this  sensitiveness  ex- 
ists whenever  Executive  power  is  touched,  but 
that  there  is  nothing  of  squeamishness  exhibited 
when  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Senate  are 
assailed. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  has  said  that  the 
Senate  has  made  an  assault  on  the  President  o 
the  United  States,  and  has  rebuked  my  colleague 
for  saying  that  the  President  has  made  an  assault 
on  the  Senate.    Now,  surely,  the  Senate  stands 
in  the   same  relation  to  the  President,  that  the 
President  stands  in  to  the  Senate.     Has  not  the 
President  sent  here  an  attack  on  the  Senate  in 
its  individual  and  its   corpoiate  character  and 
capacity,  and  desired  it  to  be  put  on  our  records 
that  he  has  done  so,  aad  to  let  our  Journal  exhi- 
bit the  accusation  to  the  world  ?     And  is  there  in 
this  act  any  similarity  to  any  thing  which  has 
been  done  by  the  Senate  ?     What  is  the  state  of 
things?     The  Senate  has  passed  sundry  resolu- 
tions.   Has  the  President  contented  himself  with 
passing  resolutions    on   his   part,    by  entering 
them  on  his  Journal  ?     No  :  he  has  sent  here  his 
opinions,  couched  in  his  own  peculiar  terms,  and 
expressive  of  his  own  peculiar  principles  •  and 
the   Senator  from  Georgia  says  the  President, 
Andrew  Jackson,  comes  here  with   an  humble 
request  of  the   Senate  to  record  his  communica- 
tion on  their  Journal,  and  that  we  are  bound  to 
comply  with  it.  Now,  what  would  the  President 
have  said,  if  we  bad  sent  an  officer  to  him,  and 
asked  him  to  put  our  resolutions  ort  his  Executive 
Journal.     Why,   sir,  he   and   his   friends  here, 
would   have  called   it,  and  justly  called  it,  an 
usurpation  of  power,    and   the  President  would 
have  rejected  the  application  with  scorn.     If  we 
had  sent  a  copy  to  him  in  an  official  and  private 
manner,  would  he  have  listened  to  any  one  who 
should  have  advised  him  to  put  it  on  his  Journal? 
What  example  have  we  had  already.     On  a  sub- 
ject  concerning  the  custody  of  the   public  trea- 
sure,   the  President   has  protested   against  the 
opinions  of  his  own  cabinet.     His  cabinet  ex- 
pressed an  opinion  that  he  ought  not  to  remove 
the  treasure.    He  made  his  protest  against  that 
opinion,  and  entered  that  protest  on  the  Executive 
Journal.    We  sent  to  the  President,  by  our  re- 
solution, to  request  a  copy  of  that  paper  ;  and 
what  did  the  President  answer  to  our  request  ? 
Did  he  comply  with   that  request?     No,   sir. 
What  he  had  communicated  to  his  cabinet,  what 
he  had  circulated  to  the  whole  world  through  the 
public  newspapers,  he  refused  to  our  request,  be- 
cause he  said  that,  in  making  that  request,  we 
had  transcended  our  constitutional  powers.  Now, 
when  he   comes  to   us  with  a  request  that  we 
shall  record  on  our  Journal  his  protest  against 
our  act,  and  when  he  has  refused  an  application 
to  him  for  a  copy  of  a  paper  on  his  Journal,  the 
■amo  Senators  who  advised  him  to  refuse  our  re- 
quest, wish  us  to  comply  with  his. 

The  pinciple  on  which  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  acts  19,  that  the  Senator  acted  wrong  in 
passing  the  accusatory  resolutions,  and  he  thus 
justifies  the  President  for  sending  his  protest 
against  the  act.  Can  our  wrong  make  the  Pres- 
ident right? 


to  him,  does  it  follow  that  he  may  do  wrong  in  re- 
gard to  us?  Or,  because  we  have  been  wrong, 
that  wrong  makes  him  right?  Is  Executive 
authority  to  stand  so  high,  as  to  be  beyond 
all  interference?  Here  is  a  protest  sent  to  us 
to  be  recorded  in  pcrpetuam  memoriam  rei,  on 
our  Journals.  The  Senate  have  not  gone 
out  of  their  own  department.  They  have 
passed  their  own  resolutions,  and  placed  them 
on  their  own  journal,  which  are  in  the  hands 
of  their  own  Executive  officer.  And  when 
the  President  has  recorded  his  opinions  on  the 
Executive  journal,  surely  we  have  the  same 
right  to  record  our  opinions  on  our  journal. — 
But  the  President  is  not  disposed  for  mere  de- 
fensive warfare.  He  is  not  contented  with  our 
entering  our  opinions  on  our  own  journal,  as  he 
did  his  on  the  Executive  journal,  but  he  steps 
out  of  his  department  and  comes  here,  as  Andrew 
Jackson,  with  a  request  that  we  shall  receive 
his  opinions,  and  record  them  en  our  journal. 
Suppose  the  Senate  should  go  beyond  their  own 
journal,  and  ask  the  President  to  enter  on  the 
Executive  journal  the  resolutions  disapproving 
of  his  conduct — would  it  be  right?  Should  we 
not  deserve  to  have  our  request  thrown  back  up- 
on us  with  scorn?  Certainly  we  should.  Each 
department  ought  to  be  kept  separate.  The 
President  may  act  as  he  pleases  at  the  White 
House.     We  will  act  as  we  please  here. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  says  that  this 
question  has  been  made  by  the  President,  to  re- 
pel an  assault  made  on  him  by  the  Senate.  What! 
Has  Andrew  Jackson  a  right  to  use  his  official 
character  to  come  here,  and  to  throw  off  that 
character  as  soon  as  he  has  obtained  admission? 
It  is  not  Andrew  Jackson,  but  the  President, 
who  has  come  here.  He  comes,  and  by  virtue 
of  his  official  character,  forces  open  the  doors  of 
the  Senate,  walks  up  your  avenue  to  the  chair, 
and  then  throws  off  the  disguise,  and  says,  I  am 
not  the  President,  but  only  Andrew  Jackson. 
And  thus,  by  the  Protean  legerdemains  he  comes 
in  one  form,  and  suddenly  assumes  another. — 
This,  sir,  cannot  be  done.  He  is  always  the 
President  when  he  comes  here,  and  he  is  now 
complaining  to  the  Senate  in  the  capacity  and 
character  of  the  President.  This  is  a  contest 
between  the  President  and  the  Senate,  and  I  am 
sorry  that  gentlemen  should  have  put  it  on  any 
other  ground.  We  have  not  adverted  to  the 
man  in  any  act  of  ours;  our  reference  has  been 
to  him  in  virlute  officii;  and,  when  he  presents 
himself  before  the  Senate,  armed  and  plumed  as 
President,  gentlemen  are  ready  to  strip  him  of 
his  official  habiliments,  to  divest  him  of  his 
plumes,  and  bring  him  hobbling  to  the  door  of 
the  Senate,  ejaculating — 

"Pity  the  sorrows  of  a  poor  old  man, 
"Whose  trembling  limbs  have  borne  him  to 
your  door." 


My  respect  for  the  office  will  not  permit  me 
to  acquiesce  in  such  a  construction.  If  the  hand 
of  power  were  to  touch  the  meanest  beggar  in 
Ihe  street,  I  should  say  that  he  had  the  right  to 
come  here  with  his  prayer  for  redress.  But 
If  we  have  been  wrong  in  regard  I  whenthe  President  of  the  United  SUte3  cornea 
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here  with  his  "  Open  Sesame!"  and  opens  the 
portals  of  this  Chamber  with  the  magic  word,  let 
me  not  be  told  that  he  comes  here  in  his  weak- 
ness and  unpretending  poverty. 

Js  it  true  that  the  sole  object  of  this  paper 
is  to  proclaim  to  all  future  times,  that  an  as- 
sault has  been  made  by  the  Senate  on  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  ?  Let  it  be  receiv- 
ed, and  this  document  is  sent  to  the  People 
through  the  medium  of  the  Senate.  While 
lying  on  our  table,  and  in  the  process  of  being 
read,  this  very  paper,  which  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  says  should  not  have  been  sent 
to  the  people  in  any  other  way  than  through 
the  Senate,  is  scattered  by  the  Psesident's  press, 
to  the  amount,  it  is  said,  of  40,000  copies,  to 
the  whole  world.  What  is  sent  here,  therefore, 
as  a  protest,  is  a  proclamation  to  the  people 
against  the  Senate  as  a  Constitutional  part  and 
department  of  the  Government.  It  is  a  stroke 
aimed  at  the  Constitution,  intended  to  violate 
the  Constitution,  by  overturning  and  destroy- 
ing the  Senate.  It  is  said  that  we  do  not  repre- 
sent the  people,  because  we  are  elected  for  six 
years,  and  that  it  is  he  who  represents  the  peo- 
ple. What  is  this?  It  is  war  against  the  Sen- 
ate. The  whole  protest  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end,  is  reeking  with  it.  This  protest  of 
this  poor  old  man,  is,  throughout,  war  to  the 
knife,  and  the  knife  to  the  hilt,  against  the 
Senate. 

It  is  easy  to  see  the  object  of  all  this  war.— 
We  are  the  representatives  of  the  States.  The 
President  is  elected  by  a  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  each  State,  not  of  the  States  as  they  are 
represented  here.  The  gentleman  frpai  New 
York  and  myself  are  on  an  equality  here,  but 
the  President  gets  forty  votes  from  New  York 
and  only  nine  from  South  Carolina.  Here  we 
who  represent  the  State  of  South  Carolina  and 
the  gentlemen  who  represent  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  the  State  of  Delaware,  re- 
present as  much  as  the  gentleman  from  the 
great  State  of  New  York,  or  of  Ohio,  or  of 
Pennsylvania;  and  if  the  President  could  des- 
troy this  body,  three-fourths  of  the  influence 
of  the  States  would  be  annihilated.  Here,  the 
States  may  successfully  stand  in  the  way  of 
usurpation  of  power.  If  the  great  middle 
States  stood  alone,  the  President  could  appeal 
to  them  against  the  smaller  States,  and  with 
these,  the  Constitution  would  be  crushed.  This 
then  is  the  tendency  of  tilings — to  break  down 
the  Senate,  and  the  States  which  form  a  barrier 
between  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  the 
approach  of  usurpation.  The  President  hints 
that  the  irresponsibility  of  this  body  to  the  peo- 
ple has  induced  him  to  make  this  attack  on  the 
Senate.  Of  the  number  of  Senators  who  go  out 
next  year,  11  are  opposed  to  the  administration, 
to  5  who  support  it;  they  are  going  te  meet  their 
responsibility.  Sixteen  Senators^  go  out;  and 
these  aie  of  the  older  members  of  the  body, 
who  were  here  in  1S24  and  1825.  Is  it  they 
who  oppose  the  Executive?  They  have  been 
here  the  longest;  subject  to  the  absorbing  influ- 
ence of  the  Executive,  they  have  always  sustain- 
ed Executive  power — it  has  become  their  habit 


— they  have  grown  up  with  it,  and  have  a  natu- 
ral proclivity  to  fall  into  the  arms  of  power. -- 
The  President  may  talk  as  he  will  of  irrespon- 
sibility, but  the  longer  Senators  have  been  here 
the  more  favorable  have  they  become  towards 
thm. 

But  as  to  him,  he  is  elected  by  a  small  body 
of  electors  who  are  removed  from  the  people. 
It  is  true  we  are  trying  to  give  the  election  di- 
rectly to  the  people,  and  I  hope  we  shall  accom- 
plish it.  It  is  said  the  Senate  does  not  speak 
the  will  of  the  people,  not  being  elected 
with  a  view  to  represent  immediately  tho  peo- 
ple; and  that  they  are  not  so  near  the  people  as 
the  other  branch.  There  may  be  something  in 
the  argument;  but  if  we  are  not  so  near  the  peo- 
ple, we  are  nearer  the  States;  and  it  more  espe- 
cially becomes  our  duty  to  regard  this  as  one 
great  confederacy  of  States. 

I  have  no  objection,  that,  when  there  is  a  diffe- 
rence between  the  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  President  shall  appeal  to  the  people  ; 
but  my  objection  is  this,  that,  when  the  co-ordi- 
nate departments  differ,  one  department  shall  not 
be  required  to  register  the  proceedings  of  ano- 
thef.  For  the  first  time,  it  has  now  been  seri- 
ously broached  within  these  walls,  that  the 
Senate  is  confined  in  its  operations  to  its  duties, 
executive,  legislative,  or  Judicial;  and  that  it 
lias  no  power  to  declare  its  opinions  out  of  the 
limits  of  these  duties.  I  recollect,  when  such  a 
question  arose  as  to  the  State  Governments  and 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  they  who 
read  the  Constitution  better  than  we  do,  asserted 
that  a  State  Government  could  not  express  an 
opinion  as  to  any  difference  between  the  Presi- 
dent and  any  other  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  contest  between  federalism  and 
democracy  went  on  that  principle .  We  have  an 
unquestionable  right  here  to  express  any  kind  of 
opinions  we  may  think  proper,  and  the  more 
readily,  when  that  expression  can  lead  to  no  le- 
gislative operations,  because,  if  they  were  so  to 
lead,  it  might  require  the  co-operation  of  the  co- 
ordinate branches  ;  but  we  have  the  right  to  ex- 
press opinions.  If  gentlemen  would  put  their 
sentiments  in  the  form  of  a  negative  proposition, 
that  we  shall  not  pass  any  resolutions  disapprov- 
ing of  any  act  of  the  Executive,  we  shall  then 
understand  that  we  have  only  the  power  to  be- 
come a  body  of  flatterers  of  the  Executive. 

The  other  House  have  passed  a  resolution  that 
the  bank  shall  not  be  rechaitered,  because  it  is 
unconstitutional.  This  resolution  leads  to  no  le- 
gislative action.  On  the  contrary  it  excludes  all 
legislation.  Suppose  a  venerable  old  man,  not 
dead,  but  standing  on  the  verge,  were  to  rise  up 
from  his  almost  sepulchre,  at  Montpclicr,  and  to 
say — "  I,  at  one  period,  pronounced  a  bank  un- 
constitutional ;  but  at  another  time,  I  approved 
of  an  act  to  charter  a  bank.  You  have  made 
me  liable  to  impeachment  for  doing  an  unconsti- 
tutional act."  Mr.  Madison  declared  a  bank  to 
be  unconstitutional,  yet  he  signed  the  bank  char- 
ter ;  and,  if  the  positions  in  this  protest  are  sus- 
tainable, he  is  liable  to  impeachment  for  that  act. 
What  is  the  course  of  proceeding  of  all  legisla- 
tive bodies,  as  to  matters  of  impeachment  ?   Re» 
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solutions  are  passed,  in  the  first  place,  declaring 
certain  acts  done  to  be  unconstitutional ;  and 
upon  these  resolutions  are  founded  charges, 
which  are  sent  to  this  body,  and  exhibited  here 
for  our  judgment  upon  them.  This  is  every  day's 
practice. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  says,  that  the 
Constitution  gives  to  this  body  no  power  to  pass 
separate  resolutions.  It  is  true,  the  Constitution 
gives  no  specific  power ;  but  will  any  gentleman 
pretend  that  neither  House  has  a  right  to  pass 
any  resolutions,  except  such  as  are  joint  resolu- 
tions ?  When  it  is  desired  to  try  the  sense  of  a 
party,  a  resolution  may  be  separate  in  its  charac- 
ter, and  then  the  President  has  no  veto  upon  it. 
And  resolutions  separate  in  their  character,  and 
consentaneous,  but  not  joint,  might  be  adopted 
by  both  Houses,  against  the  reasons  of  the  Pre- 
sident for  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  the 
President  could  not  then  apply  his  veto  power 
to  them. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  protests  against 
the  Opposition  taking  the  name  of  Whigs,  and 
recommends  to  them  to  adopt  the  name  of  the 
Punch  party.  I  am  not  very  anxious  to  take  the 
name  of  Whig,  but  no  power  on  earth  can  take 
from  me  the  Whig  principles.  Whenever  a 
name  has  been  seized  on,  and  the  denomination 
has  struck  all  who  are  opposed  to  the  admini- 
stration with  such  instant  and  universal  sympa- 
thy— when  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  has  seen 
the  same  chord  vibrating  through  the  bosoms  of 
those  who  stood  in  the  contest  against  power  in 
former  times  and  now;  and  working  up  every 
where,  and  in  every  heart,  one  common  feeling 
of  harmony ;  and  when  he  has  seen  all  who 
have  previously  differed  from  each  other,  bring 
here  their  differences,  and  laying  them  down  to- 
gether on  the  altar  of  their  country — does  it  not 
strike  him  that  there  is  something  of  a  peculiar 
character  in  the  course  of  things  ?  When  all 
are  driven  together  by  the  same  foreign  pres 
sure  ;  when  Nationals  and  Nulliriers,  New  Eng- 
land, South  Carolina,  Mississippi,  New- York 
ay,  New-York  ! — are  all  penetrated  by  the  same 
deep  feeling,  should  it  not  strike  with  terror  the 
administration,  and  those  who  are  linked  with 
it  ?  It  may  be,  when  the  danger  shall  be  over, 
and  the  suffering  of  the  country  shall  have 
been  relieved,  that  this  strong  ligament  will  again 
be  broken  ;  but  I  tell  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side,  that  it  will  not  be  broken  until  the  danger 
is  passed  away,  and  oppression  has  relaxed  its 
grasp  upon  the  country.  Then ,  if  we  choose 
to  fall  back  into  our  original  minori'y,  and  shall 
discover  danger  from  another  majority,  we  shall 
again  be  found  warring  against  that  majority 
with  the  same  energy  as  we  are  now  contending. 
We  are  the  advocates  of  State  rights;  although 
small,  resolved  and  consistent  in  our  purpose. 
When  we  were  before  the  world  contending 
for  our  principles,  toe  to  toe,  against  our 
opponents,  where  was  the  President?  Of 
what  party  was  he?  He  stood  by  until  the 
dispute  was  nearly  settled,  and  then  diew  his 
sword,  and  calling  his  party  to  rally  to  the 
gleam  of  it,  directed  his  exterminating  hostil- 
ity against  us .  And  when  we  were  cold  and  stiff, 


true  still  to  his  military  prosperity,  he  sought 
for  some  other  object  for  his  attack,  aud  struck 
at  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  In  vain  did 
the  Bank  hold  up  the  Constitution  for  its  pro- 
tection, he  struck  through  it.  In  vain  did  the 
venerated  instrument  resist  the  Executive  me- 
nace. We,  not  yet  dead,  struck  with  horror  at 
the  baseness  of  the  act,  rushed  with  all  our 
energies  to  the  rescue,  and  now  we  find  our- 
selves in  mingled  ranks.  If  the  struggle  shall 
be  pressed,  let  what  may  happen,  whoever  he 
may  be  that  join3  himself  to  us,  it  is  immaterial 
what  name  he  comes  with,  I  greet  him  as  my 
brother  in  arms,  until  we  shall  have  put  down 
the  danger  which  threatens  us.  But  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  says,  who  are  ye  ?  Ye  are 
the  sugar  men,  and  the  cotton  men,  of  the 
south;  and  rum  men,  of  the  west;  and  the  mo- 
lasses men,  of  New  England.  I  stand  on  a 
cotton  bale:  where  does  the  gentlemen  from 
Georgia  stand ?  Who  have  we  to  oppose?  A 
Unit,  an  Anti-Bank  party?  Why  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  is  a  Bank  man.  An  Anti- 
Tariff  party?  Why  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania (Mr.  Wilkins)  is  a  Tariff  man.  An 
Anti-Internal  Improvement  party  ?  Why  many 
of  the  gentleman's  colleagues  are  of  that  party. 
The  gentleman  from  Missouri  voted  for  the 
Cumberland  Road  Bill.  But  the  gentleman  are 
all  leashed  together,  I  will  not  say  to  hunt  in 
covers  but  they  exhibit  as  great  a  variety  of 
principles  as  i*  to  be  found  in  any  party  in  the 
opposition:  at  least,  I  find  as  many  among  them. 

But  tlie  gentleman  from  Georgia  says  we  are 
the  Punch  party.  Let  the  people  understand 
the  appellation.  If  the  South  forms  the  acid, 
who  is  it  I  would  ask,  that  has  held  the  press 
upon  us?  Who  brought  us  out  from  the  south, 
and  squeezed  and  pressed  us  until  they  have 
driven  our  vitals  out?  Why,  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  and  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania ,  and  those  with  whom  they  act.  They 
have  pressed  us  until  they  have  forced  us  into 
this  mixture,  such  as  the  mixture  is,  and  I  be- 
lieve it  is  one  which  has  been  found  to  be  not 
quite  so  agreeable  to  the  President's  palate  as 
the  real  mixture  is  to  the  palate  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia.  The  Punch  party!  Let  it 
go  abroad,  let  it  be  told  in  the  nurseries  that  we 
are  the  punch  party,  and  every  one  will  supply 
the  corollary.  Punch  and  the  Devil !  The 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  and  his  friends,  will 
have  to  take  the  cognomen  of  the  opposite 
party. 

I  think  it  proper  to  say,  in  a  word,  what  are 
my  views.  I  concur  with  the  geiuleman  from 
Massachusetts,  that  we  ought  to  receiye  the 
Message.  Indeed,  we  have  already  received  it, 
and  cannot  now  help  ourselves.  But  1  agree 
with  my  colleague,  that  the  President  ought 
not  to  have  sent  it  here,  and  our  best  plan  is  to 
enter  on  our  Journal  the  resolution  tliat  we 
deem  the  practice  wrong,  and  shall  decline  re- 
ceiving such  communications  in  future.  But 
although  they  may  characterize  the  document 
as  wrong,  let  us  not  be  guilty  of  the  solecism  of 
saying  we  will  not  receive  i  t,  when  we  hare 
already  received  and  read  it. 
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Mr.  POIND EXTER  asked  that  the  vote 
should  be  taken  on  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina,  in  order  that  the 
Senate  might  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Georgia , 
(Mr.  Forsyth.) 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  if  the  Protest  had 
been  referred  to  a  committee,  a  report  might 
have  been  drawn,  which  might  stand  forever 
on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  as  an  answer  to  it; 
hut  it  had  been  convenient  to  make  a  different 
disposition  of  it,  in  whicli  he  had  acquiesced. 
He  would  have  been  consistent,  to  adopt  the 
resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi, 
(Mr.  Poindexter,)  as  originally  offered:  and 
ne  was  quite  content  with  the  first  resolution  of 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Cal- 
houn;)  but  he  could  not  vote  for  his  second 
resolution ,  for  reasons  substantially  such  as  had 
been  alleged  by  Mr.  C.'s  colleague,  (Mr. Pres- 
ton.) There  were  three  reasons,  which  he 
would  state,  which  he  thought  sufficient  to 
withhold  his  approbation  from  the  last  resolu- 
tion. It  was  equivalent  to  one  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,(Mr.Ci.Ar,) 
that  the  Protest  should  not  be  received.  It 
was  Mr.  W.'s  opinion  that  it  had  already  been 
received;  he  understood  that  the  question  on 
receiving,  should  have  been  gone  through  with 
before  the  reading.  Every  paper  coming  from 
an  individual,  was  either  received  on  vote,  or 
silence  was  considered  equivalent  to  a  recep- 
tion. 

Mr.  Webster  continued.  Petitions  and  me- 
morials, and  documents,  coming  from  individu- 
als, who  had  no  official  right  to  address  the 
Sena'e,  required  to  be  vouched  for  by  those 
who  presented  them.  Their  contents  must  be 
first  briefly  stated,  and  if  the  matter  was  res- 
pectful and  proper,  they  were  then  received 
and  read.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  the  read- 
ing of  a  paper  constituted  its  reception,  in  a 
Parliamentary  sense.  When  the  accredited 
messenger  of  the  House  or  of  the  President, 
came  to  the  Senate,  as  had  both  an  official 
right  to  come  there,  no  voucher  for  the  con- 
tents of  the  document  they  presented  was  re- 
quired. He  (Mr.  W.)  thought,  therefore,  that 
they  were  bound  to  receive  and  permit  to  be 
read,  whatever  came  to  the  Senate,  either  from 
the  House  or  the  President;  both  parties  hav- 
ing a  right  to  communicate  with  the  Sena'e, 
and  it  being  impossible  to  know,  previously  to 
its  reading,  the  contents  of  any  paper  which 
might  be  offered.  He  thought  the  mildest 
course,  in  manner,  as  to  the  President's  Pro- 
test, would  be  the  best  course.  If  the  paper 
had  not  already  been  received,  he  was  of  opi- 
nion that  it  ought  to  be  received;  and  the  Se- 
n«te  could  afterwards  dispose  of  it  as  it  thought 
fit.  He  therefore  asked,  that  when  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  upon  the  amendment  of  the  Se- 
nator fiom  South  Carolina,  it  might  .be  taken 
in  a  divided  form.  He  was  in  favor  of  one  ol 
the  resolution',  but  not  of  the  other. 

Mr.  BIBB,  who  withdrew  his  amendment  at 
the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Calhoun's  remarks,  brief- 
ly stated  his  reasons  for  having  done  so.     Mr. 


B.'s  remarke  were  but  imperfectly  heard  in  tho 
gallery. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cal- 
houn's first  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative, as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Kent, 
Knight,  Leigh,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Robhins,  Silsbee,  Smith, 
Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Waggaman, 
Webster — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth, 
Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Ala- 
bama, King,  of  Georgia,  Linn,  McKean,  Shep- 
ley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White,  Wright,  Wil- 
kins— 17. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  then  requested  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  to  withdraw  his  remaining 
resolution.  The  President  had  requested  the 
Senate  to  record  his  protest,  and  he  (Mr.  C 
thought  the  best  reply  that  could  be  given  would 
be  that  they  would  not  do  so. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  consented  to  withdraw  his 
second  resolution. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  objected.  He  wished  to  re- 
cord his  vote  against  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CLAY  then  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 
The   CHAIR  (Mr.  King,   of  Ala.)   said   the 
motion  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  CLAY  differed  from  the  Chair. 
The  CHAIR  replied.  We  understood  him  as 
charging  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  with  a  de- 
sire to  overrule  the  decisions  of  the  Chair.  If 
tbe  Senator  was  not  satisfied  with  the  decision 
which  had  been  given,  the  proper  course  was  an 
appeal  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CL\Y  would  avail  himself  then  of  that 
appeal .  The  resolution  was  not  an  amendment; 
it  was  a  distinct,  substantive  resolution,  to  be  an- 
nexed to  the  original  matter. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  resolution  had  been  of- 
fered as  an  amendment,  or  he  would  not  have 
objected  to  the  course  desired  by  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky.  It  was  for  the  Senate  now  to 
say  whether  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  or  was 
not  correct. 

Mr.  CLAY  repeated  the  resolutions  were  not 
an  amendment,  and  said  he  could  find  one  hun- 
dred instances  in  which  the  course  he  now  re- 
commended had  been  pursued.  He  should  per- 
sist in  his  appeal. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  had  no  doubt  of  the  right  of 
Senators  to  lay  the  resolutions  on  the  table, 
but  they  could  not  be  separated  from  the  origi- 
nal matter.  The  whole  must  be  laid  on  the 
table,  or  the  matter  must  remain  as  it  was; 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  made  a  few  observations  in 
support  of^the  view,  taken  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  then  asked  for  the  yea9  and 
nays  on  the  appeal,  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  put,  "Shall  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  stand  as  <he  judgment  of 
the  Senate?"  It  was  decided  n  the  affirmative 
as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
Calhoun,  Ewing,  Forsyth,  Frelinghuysen,  Grun- 
dy,  Hendricks,    Hill,    Kane,    Kent,   King,   of 
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Georgia,  Knight,  Leigh,  Linn,  McKean,  Poin 
dexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Robbms,  Shepley 
Silsbee,  Smith,  Swift ,  Tallmage,  Tipton,  Tom- 
linson,  Tyler*  Webstsr,  White,  Wilkins, 
Wright— 34. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Clay,  Clayton,  Naudain, 
Sprague — 4. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  second 
resolution  of  Mr.  Caihoun,  which  was  deci- 
ded in  the  negative  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Ewing, 
Leigh,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Robbins— 7. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
Clay,  Forsyth,  Freelinghuysen,  Hendricks, 
Hill,  Kane,  Kent,  King,  of  Georgia,  Linn, 
Moore,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Shepley, 
Silsbee,  Smith,  Swift,  Sprague,  Tallmage, 
Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Webster,  White, 
Wilkins,  Wright— 34. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  then  moved  his  amendment, 
and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  ques- 
tion; which  were  ordered. 

He  said  that,  considering  this  document  was 
entirely  defensive  in  its  character,  he  thought 
it  proper  to  send  it  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States,  and  his  object  was  to  give  the  opportu- 
nity. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  suggested  the  propriety  of 
moving  the  resolutions  as  an  addition  to  those 
originally  offered,  and  not  a  substitute  for  them. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  not  agreeing  in  the  sugges- 
tion, 

Mr.  POTNDEXTER  said,  he  would  say  a  few 
words  on  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from 
Georgia,  (Mr.  Forsyth,)  proposed  as  a  substi- 
tute for  those  which  he  had  offered  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate.  The  two  propositions 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  are — 

1.  To  record  the  protest  of  the  President  on 
the  Journals. 

2.  To  transmit  it  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  States,  to  whom  alone  we  are  responsi- 
ble. 

This  would  indeed  be  something  new  under 
our  system,  and  would  exhibit  the  Senate  be- 
fore the  American  people  in  an  attitude  truly 
ludicrous.  A  political  quack  has  sent  us  a  pois- 
onous drug,  and  bowing  most  respectfully,  re 
quests  us  to  swallow  it  We  are  somewhat 
doubtful  of  the  prescription,  and  hesitate.  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia,  with  more 
confidence  in  its  efficacy,  advises  us  to  take 
the  dose  without  regard  to  its  fatal  effects,  and 
then  seek  relief  by  calling  in  the  family  phy- 
sician to  purge  us  of  the  poison. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  FOUSYTH,  and  decided  in  the 
negative  as  follows. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth 
Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Geor- 
gia, Linn,  McKean,  Shepley,  Tallmage,  Tip- 
ton, White,  Wilkins,  Wright— 16. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Kent, 
Knight,  Leigh,  Moore,  Naudain,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Webster— 24. 
^The  following  resolutions  were  offered: 


By  Mr.  TIPTON, 

Resolved,  That  the  daily  hour  for  the  meeting 
of  the  Senate  shall  be  11  o'clock,  till  otherwise 
ordered. 

By  Mr.  KANE; 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  tile  expediency  of  re- 
funding  to  Pierre  Menard,  and  Louis  Valle,  the 
amount  of  duties  wrongfully  exacted  from  them 
upon  goods  imported  into  New  Orleans  in  the 
ship  Mars,  in  the  month  of  July,  1829. 

By  Mr.  EWING, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State,  be  di- 
rected to  transmit  to  the  Senate,  copies  of  his 
orders  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Patent 
Office  of  the  17th  of  October,  and  the  10th  of 
December  last;  also  a  copy  of  certain  charges 
exhibited  to  him,  by  William  P.  Elliot,  against 
said  Superintendent,  for  malconduct  in  office, 
with  a  copy  of  all  the  evidence  taken  by  the 
commissioner  appointed  to  investigate  said 
charges;  a  copy  of  said  commissioner's  report, 
and  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  said  Superin- 
tendent by  said  Secretary  of  State,  dated  the 
28th  of  March,  1834,  touching  said  investiga- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mr.  MI  TCHELL,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Commit- 
tee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  John  Asbtbn,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
(No.  460)  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  the 
first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  STEWART,  from  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  which  was  instructed  on  the 
14th  of  January  last,  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  provisions  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  steam  boat  navigation  of  the  Mon- 
ongahela  river,"  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill,  (No.  461,)  for  extending  the  imnrove- 
ment  of  the  steam  boat  navigation  under  the 
act  of  May  24,  1824,  from  Pittsburg,  to  the 
Cumberland  road  at  Brownsville,  in  Pennsylva- 
nia; which  bill  was  read  the  first  and  second 
time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BURGES,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
valid Pensions,  made  a  report  on  tbe  petition  of 
Ephraim  F.  Gilbert,  accompanied  by  a  bill  (No. 
462)  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  the  first 
and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HIESTER,  from  the  Committee  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  (No.  463) 
to    incorporate   "The   Friendship    Benevolent 
Society  of  the  city  and  county  of  Washington, 
in  tbe  District   of  Columbia"  ;  which  bill  was 
read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HOWELL, 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
airs,  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  case  of  Shubael  Allen,  and  that  the 
|  said  case  do  lie  on  the  table. 


May  6. 


REGISTER  OP  DEBATES. 


rot 


On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  of  Ohio, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Pensions,  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  cases  of  Charles  Robinson, 
John  Ireland,  and  Roger  K.  Harlan;  and  that 
the  said  cases  do  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TOMPKINS, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Pensions,  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  cases  of  Ephra'im  Jones, 
and  Dempsey  Hicks;  and  that  the  said  cases  do 
lie  on  the  table.  Also,  from  the  consideration 
of  the  case  of  Andrew  Lewis;  and  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M'CARTY, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  John  Dowling,  and  that 
it  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  from  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  6th  of  February  "to  inquire 
whether  any  and  what  steps  should  be  taken  on 
the  part  of  the  U.  State?,  for  ascertaining  the 
true  northern  boundary  of  the  Chickasaw  In- 
dians between  Tennessee  and  Mississippi  riv- 
ers; and  also  the  true  line  between  the  States 
of  Tennessee  and  Mississippi;  and  also  into  the 
propriety  of  delaying  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  in  the  northern  part  of  Mississippi,  until 
the  true  boundary  line  between  the  States  be 
ascertained,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  (No.  464)  directing  the  running  out  and 
making  the  northern  boundary  line  of  the 
county  purchased  of  the  Chickasaw  Indians; 
which  bill  was  read  the  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  by  leave,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Cornelius  Junis,  of  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana, formerly  known  by  the  name  of  Gluinil 
Ecoffier,  praying  that  his  title  to  certain  lands 
therein  described  may  be  confirmed;  which  peti- 
tion was  referrod  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

On  motion'of  Mr.  GARLAND,  by  leavp, 

Ordered,  That  the  cases  of  Jean  Baptiste  Bre, 
velle,  presented  Dec.  12th,  1832,  of  John  Ftigc, 
presented  January  18th,  1830,  and  of  the  heirs  of 
Theophilus  Collins,  presented  February  15th, 
1830,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

Mr.  GARLAND,by  leave.presented  a  petition 
of  Benjamin  Poissotofthe  State  of  Louisiana, 
setting  forth  that  the  tract,  his  claim  to  a  right  of 
preemption,  is  found  upon  a  survey  to  cover  a 
portion  of  Sec.  No.  16,  which  section  is  by  law, 
reserved  for  schools,  and  praying  fiat  he  may  be 
permitted  to  hold  his  rights  in  said  section,  and 
that  another  section  may  be  granted  for  the  ben- 
efit of  a  school,  which  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  en  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  by  leave,  presented  a  peti 
tion  of  Washington  Seawell,  a  lieutenant  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  praying  that  he  may 
receive  credit  at  the  proper  office  for  public  mo- 
neys with  which  he  stands  charged,  and  which  he 
lost  by  the  accidental  blowing  up  of  a  steam  boat 
with  gunpowder,  in  which  he  was  travelling  to 
his  port  of  destination,  which  petition  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 


Mr.  GARLAND,by  leavc.moved  the  following 
resolutions,  which  were  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
viz: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Committeo  on  the  Judi- 
ciary be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  providing  by  law,  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  western  district  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  be  instrucfed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  an  appropriation  of  money,  or 
of  a  portion  of  the  public  lands,  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  le- 
vees on  the  lands  belonging  to  the  U.  States, 
on  the  western  bank  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
within  the  limits  of  said  State  ;  also,  on  the 
southern  bank  of  Red  river,  from  the  mouth 
thereof,  as  far  up  as  a  levee  may  be  required. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Road- 
and  Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  an  appropriation  of  money 
or  of  land,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  the  raft  in  the  River  At- 
chafalaya,  and  other  obstructions  to  the  naviga- 
tion thereof. 

Mr.  HARPER,  of  New  Hampshire,  by  leave, 
moved  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  placing  the  names  of  David  Pear- 
son and  Abraham  Bentwel ,  on  the  Invalid  Pen- 
sion Roll. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  (No.  457)  to  equalise  representation 
in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; when  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  Mardis,  on  the  14th 
of  January  las',  relative  to  the  selection  of 
banks  in  which  to  deposite  the  public  money. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment, 
moved  by  Mr.  CeuwjN,  on  the  12th  day  of 
April,  ultimo. 

And  afer  further  debate,  the  House,  on 
Riolion,  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  JON  ES,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee 
on  Elections  to  which  was  referred,  on  the 
5th  of  December  last,  the  subject  of  the  con- 
tested election  between  Thomas  P.  Moore  and 
Robert  P.  Letcher,  for  the  seat  in  thisHou<<e  as 
the  representative  from  the  fifth  Congressional 
District  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  made  a  re- 
port thereon,  which  was  read — when 

Mr.  JONES  moved  that  the  consideration 
thereof  be  postponed  until  Tuesday  next,  the 
17th  inst.,  and  that  the  said  report  and  the  do- 
cuments whicn  accompany  the  same  be  prin- 
ted 

Mr.  BANKS  moved  to  amend  the  said  motion 
so  as  to  include  therein  the  printing  of  the  evi- 
dence in  the  case;  which  amendment  Mr.  Jokes 
accepted,  and  modified  his  motion,accordingly, 
which,  as  modified,  is  as  follows: 

That  the  consideration  of  the  report  be  post- 
poned until  Tuesday  next,  the  17th  inst.,  and 
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the  documents  accompanying  the  same  with  the 
evidence  in  the  case  be  printed, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  MERCER  to 
amend  the  same  by  striking  out  the  words 
♦'with  the  evidence  in  the  case"  and,  inserting1 
in  lieuj  thereof,  the  following  '«  together 
with  such  portion  of  the  testimony  as  either  of 
the  parties,  or  any  member  of  the  committee, 
may  deem  material." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  LOVE  to  amend 
the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Mercer  by  strik- 
ing out  the  words   "ofthe  pai'ties  or  any  mem 
ber  ofthe  committee  may  deem  material,"  and 
inserting  in  lieu  thereof,  as  follows:  "party  con 
testing  the  seat  may  direct,  and  .such  clauses  of 
the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  Kentucky,  in  re 
lation  to  the  qualification  of  voters,    and  the 
manner  of  conducting  elections,  as  either  party 
may  direct,  and  the  names  of  those  voters  only 
whose  right  to  vote  shall  have  been  questioned 
by  either  party." 
'  And  on   the  question  to  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  Mr.  Love — 

It  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  Mr.  Mercer, 

And  passed  in  the  hegative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  VINTON, 
to  amend  the  said  motion  by  adding  thereto  the 
following,  viz:  "with  a  list  of  the  names 
of  the  persons  whose  votes  were  challen- 
ged— those  rejected,  and  the  county  in  which  the 
votes  were  given;  designating  the  names  of  the 
students  rejected — said  list  to  be  furnished  by 
the  committee,  and  annexed  to  the  report." 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  JONES  of 
Georgia,  further  to  amend  the  motion  made  by 
him,  by  adding  thereto  these  words,  viz:  "and 
that  the  printer  be  directed  to  have  the  same 
prepared  by  the  opening  ofthe  House  on  Tues- 
day morning  next,  if  practicable. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and 
The  question  then  recurred,  that  the  House  do 
agree  to  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Jones,  as 
amended,  viz: 
That  the  consideration  ofthe  report  be  postpon- 
ed until  Tuesday  next,  the  15th  inst.,  and  that 
the  report  and  the  documents  accompanying  the 
same,  with  the  evidence  in  the  case,  be  printed, 
together  with  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  persons 
whose  votes  were  challenged, — those  rejected, 
and  the  county  in  which  the  votes  were  given, 
designating  the  names  of  the  students  rejected; 
said  list  to  be  furnished  by  the  committee,  and 
annexed  to  the  report:  and  that  the  printer  be 
directed  to  have  the  same  prepared  by  the  open- 
ing of  the  House  on  Tuesday  morning  nex',  if 
practicable. 

And  the  question  being  put  to  agree  thereto, 
it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a 
statement  ofthe  appropriations  for  the  War 
Department  for  the  service  ofthe  year  1S33, 
showing  the  amount  appropriated  under  each 
specific  head;  the  amount  expended  under  each, 
and  the  balance  remaining  unexpended  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  31st  of  December  last,   prepar- 


ed in  obedience  to  the  act  of  May  1st,  1820,  in 
addition  to  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment 
and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Na- 
vy Departments;  which  letter  and  statement 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  until  to-mor-' 
row  1 1  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 


SENATE. 

Wednesday,  May  7th,   1834. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  ofthe  Treasury, 
in  relation  to  the  compensation  of  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  collection  of  duties  on  foreiga 
imports. 

Ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  accompany- 
ing documents. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  En* 
rolled  Bills,  reported  several  bills  from  that 
committee. 

Mr.  CLAY  presented  a  resolution  which  was 
considered  and  adopted,  instructing  the  Secre- 
tary ofthe  Treasury  to  report  to  the  Senate  the? 
amount  of  duties  on  foreign  imports  for  the  first  t 
quarter  of  the  year   1834,   and  for  the  corres 
ponding  quarter  of  1833;  and  also  whether  any/ 
thing  had  happened  since  the  date  of  his  annual 
report,  to  occasion  a  difference  in  the  estimate: 
then  made  of  the  revenues  ofthe  present  year, 
.     Mr.    PORTER   presented   the   petition   oft 
Henry  M.  Sweeney,    in  relation  to  a  machine 
devised  by  him  for  extracting  snags  and  saw- 
yers from  the  western   rivers,  and  asking  per-  ■ 
mission  to  locatea  large  tiact  of  land  at  the  min-  • 
imum  price. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public: 
Lands. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  third  time ; 
and  parsed: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Shackford. 

A  bill  for  the  completion  of  a  road  from  Ten- 
nessee to  Little  Rock,  in  Arkansas. 

Tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Job 
Rowe,  Sen.  deceased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  B an 

others,  employed  as  spies  in  the  Arkansas  m: 
litia. 

SPECIAL  ORDER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FREL1NGHUYSEN.  th 
Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  thi 
Special  Order,  the  "Protest"  ofthe  President 

Mr.  WEBSTER  addressed  the  Senate  at  large 
on  the  principal  subjects  connected   with  th 
Protest. 

The  four  resolutions,  passing  a  final  condem- 
nation on  the  Protest  and  its  doctrines,  were 
adopted,  severally,  by  a  vote  of  27  to  16  on 
each  Resolution. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mr.  WHITTLESEY.of  Ohio.from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims,  which  was  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  making  compen 
sation  to  certain  contractors  for  work  done  on 
the  Cumberland  road,  west  of  Zanesville,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  made  a  report  in  part,  which 
was  read;  when  it  was 


May  6.] 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


703 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Claims  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ol 
making  compensation  to  certain  contractors 
who  have  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
for  that  purpose,  for  work  done  on  the  Cum- 
berland road,  east  of  Zanesville,  in  the  State  ot 
Ohio,  for  materials  furnished  for  said  road. 

Resolved,  That  the  papers  furnshed  by  the 
Engineer  Department  in  the  following  cases, 
be  referred  to  said  Committee,  to  wit:  in  the 
case  of  Henry  Develin,  Thomas  Ivory,  Arthur 
Taggait,  John  Carr,  Edward  Downey,  A.  and 
S.  Dolman,  Peter  Carly,  Thomas  Martin,  Hen- 
ry Martin,  James  Kinfcead,  John  Porter,  Mc- 
Allister and  Cornyn,  Artemus  Baker,  James 
Hill,  Alexander  Smyth,  James  Hampson,  John 
S.  Parkinson,  Samuel  Smith,  Josidi  Spalding, 
George  Norman.Peter  Crumvine,  James  Martin, 
John  McGaiy,  Vincent  Standiford,  James  Mc- 
Dermott,  Wm.  Monagham,  Thomas  Moore, 
James  Ritchie,  Jacob  Glickner,  John  Smith, 
Edward  Smith,  Daniel  Tunony,  George  W. 
Jackson,  Daniel  Taft,  Patrick  Sherlock,  Jacob 
Lyman,  Isaac  Van  Hone,  Robert  Fulton,  John 
Murray,  Thomas  Ewing,  Richard  Jones,  Joseph 
Sharp,  Arthur  Forrester,  David  Walch,  John 
Brady,  George  Best,  Samuel  Green,  ltobeit' 
and  Masterson,  Adam  Smith,  Wm.  Ray,  Samuel 
Patterson,  Wm.  Alexander,  Wm.  Davis,  C.  W 
Buckmaster,  John  Ward,  Ballantine  and  Me- 
dian, George  McCoy,  John  S.  Williams,  Wm. 
McKinney,  John  White,  John  H.  Scott,  Ber- 
nard Dougherty,  John  McCartney,  Henry  Mar- 
tin. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  a  bill,  (No.  465,)  granting  a 
pension  to  Isaac  Carter;  accompanied  by  a  re- 
port; which  bill  was  read  the  first  and  second 
time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  EVANS,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  a  bill,  (No-  466,)  granting 
a  pension  to  John  Gerodelle;  accompanied  by 
a  report;  which  bill  was  read  the  first  and  se- 
cond time,  and  committed  to  a  Cummittee  of 
the  Whole  House  tomorrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS, 

Ordered,  that  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  inquiry  ordered  on  the  10th  of 
April  ultimo,  "into  the  expediency  of  establish 
ing  a  pension  agency,  in  the  northern  part  of 
Illinois,"— and  "into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing pensions  for  five  years  to  the  widows  and 
heirs  of  such  officers  and  soldiers  as  were  killed 
in  the  late  Indian  war." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS, 

Ordered,that  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
fions  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  case  of  Gtorge  Calagan,  and  that  it 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  by  leave,  presented 
a  petition  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Ben- 
ton, in  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying  for  tbe 
establishment  of  a  post  route,  which  petition 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  CLAYjof  Alabama,  by  leave  presented  a 


petition  of  Charles  Vanderford,  praying  that  a 
section  of  land,  therein  described,  may  be 
granted  to  him,  on  which  he  proposes  to  make 
certain  experiments  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
vine,  which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Com. 
mitte  on  the  Public  Land.-. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Ohio,  by  leave,presented  a  pe- 
tition of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  post  route; 
which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  orf 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  GAMBLE,  by  leave,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  which  was  read  and  laid  on 
the  table,  viz. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  this  House  the  whole 
number  of  Cadets  that  have  been  admitted  to 
the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  since  its 
first  organization  to  the  present  time,  how  many 
are  there  at  present,  the  number  that  have  gra- 
duated; how  many  have  been  commissioned, 
and  are  now  in  commission  in  the  army,  and 
the  number  that  is  necessary  to  be  kept  thereto 
supply  vacancies  that  ordinarily  occur  in  the 
army;also  the  number  of  supernumerary  Cadets, 
with  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  who  are  in  pay  of 
the  Government,  and  not  in  command. 
Mr.  MERCER,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  the  following  resolution, 
viz: — 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  from  Charles  Ellet, 
principal  engineer  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  relative  to  the  plan  and  cost  of  the  pro- 
posed bridge  across  the  Potomac,  be  referred 
to  the  committee  to  which  has  been  referred 
bill  No.  303,  entitled  "an  act  authorizing  the 
construction  of  a  bridge  across  the  Potomac, and 
repealing  all  acts  already  passed  in  relation 
thereto,"  and  to  be  printed. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

Mr.  WILSON  presented  the  petition  of  Wm. 
Robinson,  of  the  county  of  Ohio,  in  the  State  of 
Virginia,  praying  that  the  Secretary  of  State  may 
be  directed  to  issue  to  him  letters  patent  for  his 
invention  of  a  machine  for  rifling  or  cutting  the 
spiral  groves  in  the  barrels  of  rifles,  for  which 
letters  patent  he  made  application  in  due  form, 
and  paid  the  official  fee,  in  the  year  1819. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
an  abstract  of  the  official  emolument  and  expen- 
ditures for  the  year  1833,  of  those  officers  of  cus- 
toms who  have  rendered  statements  thcr-jjf, 
which  letter  v/as  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  moved  by  Mr.  MARDIS,  on  the  14th 
of  January,  relative  to  the  selection  of  banks  in 
which  to  depositc  the  public  money. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment 
moved  by  Mr.  COR  WIN,  on  the  14th  day  of 
April,  ultimo. 

And  after  further  debate,  the  House,  on  mo- 
tion, passed  to  the  order  of  the  day,  when 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
Mr.  Lowrie,  their  Secretary. 
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Mr.  Speaker:  The  Senate  have  passed  bills  of 
this  House  of  the  following  titles,  viz: 

No.  10.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Webber. 

No.  17.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Ma- 
li ire 

No.  41.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas,  Ap 
Catesbey  Jones. 

No.  1 55.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hy.  Oakes. 

Ordered  that  the  consideration  of  the  several 
bills  hereinafter  mentioned  be  further  postponed 
as  follows,  viz: 

No  256.  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement 
of  certain  Revolutienary  claims,until  Friday  next 
the  19th  inst. 

No.  255.  A  bill  regulating  the  value  of  certain 
foreign  silver  coins  within  the  U.  States,  until 
Tuesday  next,  the  13th  inst. 

No.  409.  A  bill  to  relinquish  the  reversionary 
interest  of  the  U.  States,  in  a  certain  Indian  re- 
servation lying  between  the  rivers  Mississippi 
and  Des  Moines,  until  Tuesday  next,  the  13th 
instant. 
No.  132.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edmund  Brooke, 
until  Friday  next,  the  9th  inst. 

An  engrossed  bill,  No.  457,  entitled  "an  act 
te  equalize  representation  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida,  and  for  other,  purposes,"  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  that  the  clerk  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate  in  the  said  bill. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz: 

No.  364.  An  act  to  change  the  boundary  be- 
tween the  south  eastern  and  western  land  dis- 
tricts in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

No.  439.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Saml.  Arm- 
strong Bailey. 

No.  435.  An  act  suppleme ntary  to  the  act  en- 
titled an  act  to  carry  into  effect  the  convention 
between  the  United  States  and  his  majesty  the 
King  of  the  Tw©  Sicilies,  concluded  at  Naples  on 
the  4th  day  of  October,  1832,  were  severally  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered  that  the  clerk  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate  in  the  said  bills. 

Ordered  that  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  No.  19, 
to  revive  the  act  entitled  "an  act  to  grant  pre- 
emption rights  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands," 
opproved  May  29,  1S30,  to  be  read  a  third  time 
an  Tuesday  next,  the  13th  inst. 

The  special  order  of  the  day,  which  v?as  the 
Revolutionary  Commutation  bill, Was  postponed 
till  Friday. 

The  foreign  silver  coins'  bill  was  also  postpon- 
ed; as  well  as  several  others  on  the  Speaker's 
table. 

The  resolution  for  watering  Pennsylvania  Av- 
enue was  likewise  deferred. 

The  bill  to  prolong  the  time  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  convention  with  France  on  account  of 
spoliations  on  American  commerce  then  came 
under  consideration. 

The  question  was  on  its  passage. 
_  Ordered,  that  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion from  the   Senate,  No.  5,  to  provide  for  wa- 
tering the  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  be  postponed 
until  Tuesday  next,  the  13th  inst, 


the  bill,  No.  439,  to  extend  the  time  allowed  for 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  commissioners 
for  carrying  into  effect  the  convention  with 
France. 

Mr.  McKAY  inquired  from  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  the  cause  of 
this  extension  of  time. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  the  information  required 
would  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Commission,  which  was  on  the  Clerk's 
table. 

He  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  report,  and 
it  was  accordingly  read. 

Mr.  ARCHER  then  said  that  no  one  could 
be  more  friendly  to  a  proper  and  judicious  eco- 
nomy than  himself.  With  a  view  to  that  eco- 
nomy, the  original  bill  instituting  the  conven- 
tion ,  had  been  framed,  and  its  duration  limited 
to  two  years,  the  ter*n  usually  allowed.  In 
that  time  no  less  than  two  thousand  six  hun- 
dred cases  bad  been  acted  on.  There  was  not 
the  slightest  ground  of  imputation  for  delay 
or  negligence  en  the  part  of  the  Board ; 
they  had  done  all  that  it  was  possible  for 
industry  and  intelligence  to  do.  Many  of  the 
coses  were  necessarily  deferred  on  account 
of  want  of  testimony  which  could  only  be 
collected  from  the  records  of  judicial  courts  in 
France  ;  and  from  this  cause  alone  a  prolonga- 
tion of  the  time  was  essential  to  the  justice  due 
the  claimants.  There  was  another  fact  also 
which  ought  to  be  stated.  Intelligence  had 
been  received  that  the  French  Chamber  of 
Deputies  had  refused  assent  to  the  bill  for  the 
payment  of  the  indemnity  stipulated  by  the 
Convention.  The  first  instalment  of  that  in- 
demnity, it  wa<  well  known,  had  not  been  paid 
according  to  the  stipulation. 

This  very  circumstance — the  vote  of  the 
French  Chamber,  which  was  a  very  close  one, 
formed  an  additional  reason  for  the  speedy  pas- 
sage of  the  bill.  It  might  be  advisable  tojne- 
gotiate  anew  in  the  event  of  the  French  Cham- 
ber, or  the  French  Government,  persisting  in  a 
refusal  of  the  just  claims  of  our  citizens,  or  cer- 
tainly to  ascertain  the  number,  the  amount,  and 
the  nature  of  the  claim,  which  in  common  jus- 
tice, ouirht  to  be  liquidated. 

Mr.  REED  saw  the  propriety  in  passing  this 
bill,  on  the  grounds  stated  by  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs;  but  at  the 
same  time,  he  was  desirous  of  further  informa- 
tion on  the  subject.  Under  the  circumstances 
stated,  an  extension  of  the  time  appeared  to 
him  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  if  oidy  in  order 
to  obtain  the  testimony  from  the  French  courts. 

Mr.  McKAY  would  not  object  to  the  exten- 
sion of  the  time,  if  such'  an  extension  were  ne- 
cessary; but  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  refusal  of 
the  French  Chamber  to  vote  the  payment  of  the 
indemnity  was  an  indication  that  the  Fiench 
Government  would  refuse  the  papers  required, 
which  by  the  treaty  of  1830,  they  were  oound 
to  furnish  in  substantive  of  the  demands  of  the 
claimants.  He  advocated  a  postponement  of 
the  bill  for  a  itw  days,  which  would  give  time 
to  ascertain  the  effects  that  this  conduct  of  the 


The  House  proceeded  to  tho  consideration  of  1  French  Chamber  would  produce.     The  viola- 
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tion  of  one  article  of  the  treaty  was  equivalent 
to  a  violation  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  BURGES  said,  that  one  ground  in  which 
the  appropriation  had  been  rejected  by  the 
French  Chamber  of  Deputies  was,  that  the  ap- 
propriation asked  was  too  large.  Persons  were 
engaged  in  ascertaining  the  actual  amount  of 
these  claims.  They  would  be  found  far  to  ex- 
ceed the  amount  asked.  When  this  was  ascer- 
tained, it  might  silence  the  objection  on  the 
part  of  the  French  Chamber  of  Deputies  to 
which  he  had  alluded. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  was  in  favor  of  postponing 
the  bill.  He  thought  the  government  had  act- 
ed altogether  prematurely  in  this  matter.  The 
commission  which  had  been  appointed  had  not 
been  in  session  one-fourth  of  its  time,  owing  to 
the  w*mt  of  materials.  The  proper  course  would 
have  been  to  procure  the  evidence  first.  If 
they  now  continued  the  commission  for  two 
years  longer,  they  might  be  as  much  at  a  loss 
for  evidence  at  the  end  of  that  time  as  tliey  were 
at  present.  He  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble  until  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  WILDE  hoped  the  motion  would  not 
prevail.  They  could  as  well  decide  on  the 
question  then,  as  on  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  REED,  also  opposed  the  postponement. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  negatived. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  moved  to  commit  the  bill 
with  instructions,  to  report  a  provision,  limiting 
the  existence  of  the  commission  to  six  months; 
with  the  view  of  ascertaining  whether  the 
French  Government  would  give  up  the  necessa- 
ry papers  or  not;  and  whether  or  not  they  were 
willing  to  make  an  appropriation  for  the  pay- 
ment of  these  claims. 

Mr.  WILDE  opposed  the  limitation.  He 
had  not  understood  that  the  French  Government 
had  refused  to  give  up  the  papers. 

Mr.  WANE  said ,  the  question  before  the 
House  was,  whether  they  would  deprive  this 
Government  of  the  only  weapon  by  which  it 
might  be  able  to  coerce  the  French  Govern- 
ment to  settle  these  claims.  Although  one  of 
the  departments  of  that  government  had  refus- 
ed, according  to  rumor,  to  make  this  appropri- 
titm,  they  knew  that  the  French  King  was  in  fa- 
vour of  its  being  made.  By  suspending  the 
commission  here,  they  would  give  the  opposers 


much  as  the  American  Congress  had  themselves 
suspended  any  action  upon  it.  The  refusal  to 
act  on  this  bill  would  have  the  effect  of  delaying 
these  claims  which  had  already  been  delayed 
too  long. 

Mr.  ARCHER  explained.  The  French  Gov- 
ernment had  not  resisted  giving  up  the  evidence 
necessary  for  the  prosecution  of  these  claims. 
Quite  the  reverse.  It  had  exhibited  every  dis- 
position to  afford  facilities  for  carrying  those 
claims  into  the  fullest  effect.  With  regard  to 
the  asserted  refusal  of  the  Chamber  of  Depu- 
ties to  make  the  requisite  appropriation ,  it  was 
a  mere  newspaper  rumor;  and  would  they,  on 
such  a  ground,  suspend  all  the  operations  of 
this  Government,  relative  to  the  treaty  entered 
into  on  the  subject  of  these  claims.  To  suspend 
this  commission,  would  be,  to  say  the  best  of  it, 
to  give  countenance,  (if  such  was  its  intention,) 
to  the  French  Government  commit  a  breach  of 
faith,-  and  that,  as  he  had  before  observed,  on  a 
mere  rumour. 

Mr.  ARCHER  continued  his  argument,  and 
urged  the  execution  of  the  treaty  on  our  part, 
even  if  an  infraction  of  a  part  of  it  had  been 
made  by  the  French  Chamber.  It  placed  us  in 
a  stronger  position,  as  showing  the  justice  of  the 
claims  of  our  citizens,  and  it  was  perfectly  in  con- 
sonance with  the  law  of  nations.  The  informa- 
tion obtained  might  lead  to  a  renewal  of  the 
negociation,  and  the  end  in  view  might  thus  be 
attained  without  disturbing  the  friendly  rela- 
tions existing  between  the  two  countries. 

Mr-  ADAMS,  of  Mass.,  asked  whether  this 
temporary  suspension  of  the  payment  of  the 
instalment  by  the  French  Chamber  of  Deputies, 
ought  to  cause  a  suspension  on  our  part  of  the 
business  of  estimating  the  dividends  of  the  claim- 
ants. The  delay  of  six  or  twelve  months  was 
but  a  small  object,  compared  with  the  object  to 
be  accomplished.  He  would  even  give  them 
two  years,  if  necessary;  rather  than  having  to 
abide  the  alternative  of  relinquishing  the  claims, 
•r  being  compelled  to  enforce  them. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  followed,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
AnciiF.ii.  The  commission  could  proceed  a? 
well  for  six  months  as  for  twelve.  Six  months 
would  carry  the  question  into  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  when  the  question  could  be  decide  J 
upon:  the  question,  of  whether  we  were  to  de- 
of  the  appropriation  in  the  French  Chamber  an  I  pend  upon  the  justice  of  the  French,  or  resort 
opportunity  of  saying,  it  was  necessary,  inas-  J  to  other  means  to  obtain  it . 
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Mr.  REED  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply 
which  were  but  partially  heard  by  the  reporter 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  WILLIAMS  to  re 
strict  the  extension  of  the  term  of  the  commis- 
sion to  six  months,  was  negatived  without  a 
count ;  and  the  bill  was  passed  vufhout  a  dis- 
sentient voice. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate  in  said  bill. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  CAVE 
JOHNSON,  that  the  House  do  reconsider  the 
vote  of  this  day,  by  which  the  bill  (No.  429,) 
for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Armstrong  Bailey,  was 
passed  this  House — it  was  then 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  said 
motion  to  reconsider,  be  postponed  funtil  {Fri- 
day next. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  joint 
resolution  directing  the  contracts  to  be  made 
for  the  historical  paintings  for  the  Rotunda,  be 
postponed  until  Tuesday  next,  the  13th  inst. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  joint 
resolution  giving  the  right  of  way  through  the 
property  of  the  United  States,  at  Harpers'  Fer- 
ry, to  the  Winchester  and  Potomac  Rail  Road 
Company,  be  postponed  until  Wednesday  next, 
the  14th  inst. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
(No.  308,)  for  the  final  adjustment  of  claims  to 
land  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  the  Territo- 
ries of  Arkansas  and  Florida,  be  postponed  un- 
til Saturday  next,  the  10th  instant. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
(No.  419,)  supplementary  to  the  act  to  amend 
the  several  acts  respecting  copy  rights,  be  post- 
poned until  Saturday  next,  the  10th  instant. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
(No.  50,)  for  the  relief  of  Susan  Decatur  and 
others,  be  postponed  until  Friday  next,  the  9th 
inst. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lowrie 
their  Secretary. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  Senate  have  passed  bills 
of  the  following  titles — viz  : 

No.  70,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Burk- 
ham  and  others,  employed  on  the  frontier  of 
Arkansas,  in  1830. 

No.  71,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and 
legal  representatives  of  John  Rose,  sen'r  dec'd. 

No.  72,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Shack 
ford. 

No.  75,  an  act  for  the  completion  of  the  road 
&om  a  point  opposite  Memphis,  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock,  in  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas. 
THE  GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL, 

Was  afterwards  taken  up,  and  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  were  considered. 

The  two  first  amendments  of  the  committee 
were  concurred  in;  upon  the  third,  which  was 
to  concur  in  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  J. 
Q.  Adams,  for  striking  out  the  clause  fo  $1,400 
for  a  temporary  clerk  in  the  State  Department, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  and  taken; 
When  it  was  dicided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  ADAMb  opposed  the  grant  for  compen- 
sation to  a  commercial  agent  at  Algiers.    It  was 


contrary  to  the  Constitution  to  create  an  office. 
While  Algiers  was  a  sovereign  power,  it  might 
be  necessary  to  have  an  authorized  agent  there; 
but  what  is  the  case  now,  under  these  circum- 
stances? The  law  knows  of  no  commercial  a- 
gent  there.  A  person  may  go  there  and  trans- 
act his  own  business,  &c. 

Mr.  Adams  had  no  objection  to  any  proper 
appropriation;  but  he  did  not  consider  the  one 
now  proposed  as  being  of  that  character.  He 
had  sent  out  a  young  gentleman  to  that  Court 
to  accomplish  himself  as  a  linguist;  and  in  so 
much  he  had  sanctioned  such  an  appropriation, 
but  it  was  from  a  conviction  that  a  knowledge, 
on  the  part  of  one  of  our  own  citizens,  of  ths 
different  languages  of  the  Levant — the  Turk- 
ish, the  Arabic,  the  Berberack,  and  above  all, 
the  Ligua  Franca,  was  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance to  the  officers  of  our  squadrpji  in  the  Me- 
diterranean. 

Mr.  CHINN  contended  that  the  gentleman 
who,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  had  re- 
sided at  Algiers  until  after  the  fall  of  that  Re- 
gency, was  entitled  to  compensation. 

The  bills  did  not  create  a  new  office;  it  only 
provided  a  reasonable  recompense  for  services 
performed. 

Mr.  JARVIS  replied  to  Mr.  ADAMS,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  in  relation  to  his  remarks  on 
the  motive  which  had  induced  him  to  send  an 
agent  to  Algiers  to  study  languages,  said  he 
was  opposed  to  the  payment  by  the  United 
States,  of  the  expenses  of  students  sent  to  fo- 
reign countries  to  quality  them  for  lingUTstf. 

Mr.  WISE  followed.  He  considered  this  a 
direct  attack  on  the  Constitution.  The  Presi- 
dent had  no  Constitutional  power  to  appoint 
Commercial  Agents.  His  power  in  respect  to 
our  foreign  relations,  is  limited  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  Diplomatic  Ministers  of  the  several 
grades  of  Consuls.  There  -are  only  three 
classes  of  these  functionaries.  Mr.  Wise,  here 
read  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  appertaining 
to  this  power.  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
Section  2,  p.  15.     It  is  as  follows: 

"He  (the  President)shall  have  power,byand 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to 
make  treaties;  provided  two-thirds  of  the  Se- 
nators present  concur:  and  he  shall  nominate, 
and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  shall  appoint  Ambassadors,  or  other 
public  Ministers,  and  Consuls,  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  all  other  officers  of  the 
United  States,  whose  appointments  are  not 
herein  otherwise  provided  for,  and  which  shall 
be  established  by  law.  But  the  Congress  may, 
by  law,  vest  the  appointment  of  such  inferior 
officers  as  they  think  proper  in  the  President 
alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of 
departments." 

Mr.  WISE  argued  the  question  at  some 
length,  and  concluded  by  observing  that  if  the 
power  of  thus  appointing  commercial  agents 
should  be  conceded  to  the  President,  he  would 
be  enabled  to  create  any  diplomatic  offices  un- 
der that  denomination. 

The  clause  for  compensation  to  a  commercial 
ageut  at  Algiers  was  rejected. 
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The  question  recurred  that  the  House  do 
concur  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
in  striking  out  the  following  item,  viz  i 

«*  For  a  temporary  clerk  in  the  Department 
of  Sjtatt* ,  for  one  year,  for  arranging  and  mak- 
ing indexes  to  the  archives  of  the  department, 
one  thouHand  four  hundred  dollars." 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  90,  nays 
62. 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  suiking  out  the  folio  .ving  item, 
was  disagreed  to  by  the  House,  viz  : 

"For  additional  clerkhire,  in  order  to  bring 
up  the  arrears,  and  transcribing  the  field  notes 
of  said  office  for  the  purpose  of  having  them 
preserved  at  the  seat  of  Government,  three 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars." 

And  so  the  said  item  was  retained  in  the  bill. 
The  question  recurred  that  the  House  do  con- 
cur with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
n  inserting  in  the  bill  the  following  item,  viz  : 
"To  defray  the  expenses  of  compiling  and 
printing  the  law.*  of  ttie  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
under  the  direction  and  superintendence  of  the 
Governor  of  suid  Territory,  three  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

And  the  said  question  being  put,  passed  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  126,  nay£  35. 

A  debate  followed  on  the  clause  making  ad- 
propriations  for  the  construction  of  new  custom- 
houses in  New  London,  Middleton,  New  Bed- 
ford, and  New  York,  and  a  warehouse  in  Bal- 
timore. 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the 
"Whole  House  proposing  to  reduce  the  appro- 
priation "  for  the  erection  of  a  custom-house  at 
New  London,"  from  $12,000  to  $9,000,  was 
read:  •when, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  HORACE  EVER- 
ETT, sto  amend  the  amendment  by  striking 
out  $9,000  and  inserting  $5,000;  which  motion 
was  disagreed  to  by  the  House,  was  then  con- 
curred in. 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  proposing  to  add  to  the  bill  the 
following  item,  viz: 

For  compensation  to  Robert  Mills,  the  archi- 
tect employed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  superintend  alterations  in  the  Rep- 
resentative Hall,  according  to  the  plan  of  said 
Mills,  $1000,  came  up  for  f consideration:  when, 
Mr.  PARKER  moved  to  amend  the  said 
amendment  by  striking  out  •"«  $1000,"  and  in- 
serting $500;  which  motion  to  amend  was  dis- 
agreed to,  and  the  amendment  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  was  then  concurred  in, 
viz: 

The  residue  of  the  amendment  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  %use  to  the  said 
bill  were  concurred  in  by  the  House:  when, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  VANCE  further 
to  amend  the  said  bill  after  the  appropriation 
*  for  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,"  the  following: 

That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
instead  of  the  compensation  now  allowed  by 
law,  there  shall  be  paid  to  the  within  named  of- 
ficer the  following  sums  per  annum,  to  the  Vice 


President  of  the  United  States  $4000;  to  each 
of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  Treasury,  War,  and 
Navy  $4,000;  to  the  Attorney  General  $3,000; 
to  the  Postmaster  General  $4,000;  to  each  of 
the  assistant  Postmasters  General  $1,800;  to 
each  of  the  Comptrollers  of  the  Treasury 
$2,000;  to  each  of  the  Auditors  of  the  Treasury 
$2,000;  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  $2,000; 
to  the  Treasurer  $2,000;  to  the  Commission  of 
Indian  Affairs  $2,000;  to  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  $2,000;  and  that  there 
be  deducted  from  the  compensation  now  allow- 
ed by  law  to  the  clerks  in  the  Departments  of 
State,  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy,  including 
those  in  the  General  Land  Office,  at  the  rate  of 
25  per  centum  per  annum:  Provided,  No  reduc- 
tion shall  be  made  so  as  to  reduce  the  salary  of 
any  clerks  in  said  departments  to  a  less  sum 
than  $800  per  annum. 

That  from  all  officers  of  the  customs,by  what- 
ever name  designated,  or  in  whatever  manner 
employed,  there  shall  be  deducted  from  the 
compensation  now  allowed  to  them  by  law  at 
the  rate  of  25  per  centum  per  annum;  and  in  no 
case  shall  the  compensation  of  salary,  fees,  or 
otherwise,  be  permitted  to  exceed,  of  a  collec- 
tor $3,000  per  annum,  of  surveyors  and  naval 
officers  $2,500  per  annum;  and  of  weigher*, 
guagers,  markers,  appraisers,  and  all  others  con- 
nected with  the  collectors  of  the  customs  $2,000 


per  aunum: 

That  from  all  officers  connected  with  the 
systems  of  the  public  lands,  either  as  Surveyors 
General,  Register,  Receivers,  or  Clerks,  there 
shall  be  deducted  from  the  compensation  now 
allowed  them  by  law  at  the  rate  of  25  per  cen- 
tum per  annum: 

That  from  all  the  clerks  in  the  General  Post- 
office,  deputy  postmasters,  their  assistants,  or 
clerks,  there  shall  be  deducted  from  the  com- 
pensation now  allowed  them  by  law  at  the  rate 
of  25  per  centum  per  annum;  and  in  no  case  by 
the  renting  of  boxes  in  their  offices,  or  other- 
wise shall  their  compensation  exceed  $3,000 
per  annum:  * 

That  from  all  persons  connected  with  the 
Indian  Department,  as  superintendents,  agents, 
sub-agents,  interpreters,  agents  for  removals, 
commissioners,  or  in  whatever  other  manner 
employed  therein,  there  shall  be  deducted  from 
the  c  mpensation  now  allowed  them  by  la*' — or 
regulation  at  the  rate  of  25  per  centum  per  an- 
num: 

That  the  members  of  the  Senate,  House  of 
Representatives,  and  Delegates  from  Territo- 
ries, instead  of  the  compensation  now  allowed 
to  them  by  law;  they  shall  receive  $6  per  day, 
and  $6  for  every  twenty  miles  travel  to  and 
from  the  seat  of  Government: 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  instead  of  the 
compensation  now  allowed  them  by  law,  each 
$2,000  per  annum;  and  there 'shall  be  deducted 
from  the  compensation  now  allqwed  to  each 
of  their  assistant  clerks  at  the  rate  <?  25  per 
centum  per  annum; 

And  that  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  the 
present  Presidential  term,  tthe  salary  of  the? 


708 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


23d  C.  1st  S 


President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  $15,000 
per  annum. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  until  to-mor- 
row 11  o'clock. 


SENATE. 

Thursday,  May  8th,  1834. 
Mr.  KANE  expressed  a  desire,  as  the  vote 
on  the  four  resolutions  adopted  yesterday  on 
the  Protest  of  the  President,  had  been  taken 
unexpectedly  to  him,  and  during  his  absence, 
to  record  his  vote  against  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  signified  his  disposition  to 
indulge  the  gentleman,  if  it  were  not  contrary 
to  the  established  rule  and  manner  of  the  Se- 
nate. Mr.  C  instanced  the  vote  on  the  Force 
Bill  of  last  session,  when  absent  members  were 
not  permitted  to  record  their  names  after  the 
vote  had  been  taken. 

Mr.  MOORE  was  one  of  those  to  whom 
liberty  at  that  time  was  not  granted.  He  was 
absent,  also,  yesterday,  and  on  a  former  day, 
when  two  of  the  votes  were  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  if  the  rule  were  now  dispensed  with, 
he  would  ask  to  have  his  name  recorded  on 
those  votes. 

The  request  of  Mr.  KANE,  requiring  unani- 
mous consent,  and  a  considerable  number  of 
Senators  objecting,  his  vote  was  not  recorded. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  he  had  been  requested  to 
present  a  memorial  from  Boston,  signed  by  2072 
of  its  citizens,  according  to  the  statement  of  the 
accompanying  letter.  The  memorialists,  he 
said,  were  opposed  to  the  recharter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  on  any  consideration;  and 
they  also  expressed  their  belief,  that  the  affairs 
of  the  bank  might  be  wound  up  without  any 
general  embarrassment.  Mr.  B.  said  he  present 
ed  this  memorial  with  a  great  deal  of  satisfaC' 
tion,  signed  so  numerously,  and  coming  from  a 
city  entitled  to  so  much  respect.  It  was  brief, 
and  its  sentiments  pointed,  and  they  were  such 
as  Mr.  B.  concurred  in.  He  believed  that  the 
affairs  of  the  bank  might  be  wound  up  without 
embarrassment.  The  amount  of  its  notes  out 
was  $17,000,000,  and  it  had  $11,000,000  of 
specie  in  its  vaults,  sq  that  only  $6,000,000, 
would  be  withdrawn  from  the  currency.  Mr. 
B .  believed,  that  within  the  last  six  months  six 
or  seven  millions  of  specie  had  been  imported. 
Our  laws  were  now  adverse  to  such  importa- 
tion, but  he  thought  they  might  be  made  so  as 
to  invite  it. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  not,  in 
fact,  added  one  dollar  to  the  currency.  It  had 
even  drawn  large  amounts  of  specie  from  the 
country;  especially  from  the  South  and  West, 
on  which  point  Mr.  B.  mentioned  several  par- 
ticulars. Mr.  B.  thought  this  exportation  of 
specie  ought  to  be  prevented  by  law. 

Mr.  B.  thought  the  bank  need  not  embarrass 
the  community  by  the  collection  of  its  debts, 
which,  however,  was  under  its  own  control.  It 
had  yet  two  years  to  expire,  and  it  might  then 
take  as  much  time  as  it  pleased  in  the  collection 
of  its  debts.  Therefore,  Mr.  B.  thought  with 
the  memorialists,  that  there  need  be  no  embar- 
rassment. 


Mr.  B.  moved  that  the  memorial  be  read,  prin- 
ted, and  referred. 

Mr.  SILSBEE  moved  that  the  signatures  al- 
so be  printed. 
The  memorial  was  then  read. 
Mr.  EWING  did  not  concur  with  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  in  regard  to  the  exportation 
and  importation  of  specie.  He  had  made  the 
charge  that  the  whole  exportation  of  specie  had 
been  made  by  the  bank;  but  the  specie  had  not 
been  exported  without  something  returning  in 
its  place,  and  specie  itself  was  an  article  of  com- 
merce. As  to  regulating  this  commerce  in  spe- 
cie, by  law,  Mr.  E.  thought  that  no  laws  could 
prevent  it.  They  might  cause  the  importation 
of  silver  to  be  greater  than  that  of  gold,  or  vice 
versa;  but  they  could  not  prevent  exportation;  it 
had  been  attempted  in  other  countries,  and 
wherever  it  had  been  attempted,  it  had  failed. 
The  exportation  of  specie  would  have  taken 
place,  if  the  bank  of  the  United  States  had  not 
existed.  If  there  was  no  bank,  the  merchants 
would  export  specie  to  pay  their  debts.  Now, 
the  bank  gave  drafts  on  Europe  to  pay  those 
debts,  and  had  exerted  an  equalizing  power;  but 
the  amount  of  gold  and  silver  exported  in  a  long 
series  of  years  would  be  exactly  the  same,  wheth- 
er or  not  the  bank  existed.  The  bank,  howev- 
er, had  collected  and  exported  cheaper,  and  on 
better  terms,  than  would  be  done  by  private  mer- 
chants. 

Did  the  gentleman  suppose  if  the  bank  did 
not  exist,  that  specie  would  have  remained  and 
circulated  in  a  greater  degree  in  the  western 
country. 

How  was  it  before  the  Bank  of  the  U.  S.  ex- 
isted? Why  the  specie  was  carried  up  the^coun- 
try  from  New  Orleans  on  pack  horses.  It 
found  its  way  eastward,  and  would  do  so  again. 
The  only  difference  between  the  period  to  which 
he  had  referred  and  the  present,  was,  that  now 
it  reached  the  east  by  a  cheaper  mode  of  trans- 
portation. It  went  there,  and  would  continue  to 
go  there.  But  the  Bank  of  the  U.  S.  had  not 
exported  all  the  specie.  The  State  banks  had 
had  their  share  in  this  matter.  He  did  not  know 
how  it  was  at  present,  but  last  summer  the  State 
banks  had  carried  off  the  specie  by  wagon  loads. 
The  fact  was,  that  we  exported  articles  from 
New  Orleans  which  brought  specie  to  that  place, 
and  imported  articles  at  the  Atlantic  cities  which 
required  to  be  paid  for  in  specie.  Specie  would 
therefore  always  find  its  way  from  New  Orleans 
to  the  Atlantic  cities.  Take  away  the  facilities 
afforded  by  the  bank,  and  the  merchant  would 
have  to  pay  both  for  the  time  and  cost  of  trans- 
porting that  heavy  article,  specie.  The  censure 
passed  by  thejion.  Senator  from  Missouri  was 
not  just ;  he  (Mr.  E.)  felt  satisfied  that  the  hon. 
Senator  had  misunderstood  the  operations  of  the 
bank. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  he  had  not  made  such  a 
mistake,  unless  the  bank  had  itself  committed  an 
error  in  the  returns  which  it  made  to  the  inves- 
tigating committee  some  time  since.  By  these 
returns  it  appeared  that  a  very  large  amount  of 
specie  had  been  drawn  by  the  bank  from  New 
Orleans,  Ohio,  and  Kentucky;  this,  too,  jnja- 
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grant  violation  of  its  charter.  It  was  a  direct 
breach  of  the  charter  for  the  bank  to  deal  in  coin 
at  all. 

For  the  wisest  of  reasons  it  had  been  deter- 
mined that  a  moneyed  power,  wielding  the  im- 
mense capital  of  thirty -five  millions,  should  be 
forbidden  to  deal  in  coin  ;  so  it  wa3  foreseen , 
that  if  it  were  permitted  to  do  so,  it  would  be- 
come the  great  trading  shop  of  the  country,  in 
gold  and  silver,  and  that  its  extensive  ramifica- 
tions would  enable  it  to  influence  the  whole 
United  States.  Two  years  ago  the  returns 
showed  that  the  bank  had  taken  forty  millions 
of  specie  from  the  places  where  she  had  branch- 
es. The  twenty-three  millions  of  this  which 
she  took  from  the  west  was  in  addition,  that,  to 
the  amount  which  was  carried  oft  in  the  ordina- 
ry course  of  commerce.  The  bank  had  empti- 
ed the  country  of  specie:  notwithstanding  this, 
however,  the  native  energies  of  the  people  had 
enabled  them  to  go  on,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
that  in  about  five  years  after  the  bank  should 
go  out  of  existence,  the  country  would  possess 
a  redundant  specie  currency.  The  bank  had 
established  a  vortex  at  New  Orleans,  which 
swallowed  up  all  the  specie  which  would  other- 
wise have  gone  to  the  western  country.  He 
held  that  New  Orleans  was  entitled  to  all  the 
advantages  which  her  natural  position  gave  her; 
but  here  was  a  great  moneyed  power  intercept- 
ing all  the  specie  which  came  there,  and  which 
ought  to  be  paid  for  the  produce  of  the  west. 
*  If  this  specie  had  been  permitted  to  remain  at 
New  Orleans,  the  Senator  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Ew- 
i5o,)  would  not  have  had  occasion  to  make  the 
statement  which  he  did  the  other  day,  as  to  the 
low  price  of  produce  in  the  western  States. 

He,  (Mi*.  B.)  however,  had  recently  seen  it 
stated  in  a  newspaper  that  flour  was  at  $3  50  in 
New  Orleans.  He  allowed  that  prices  were  too 
frequently  knocked  down  there,  but  attributed  it 
to  the  conduct  of  the  bank  in  taking  away  the 
capital  of  that  part  of  the  country.  Gentlemen 
would  understand  him  as  not  complaining  of  the 
withdrawal  of  the  specie  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  commerce,  but  of  that  which  was  withdrawn 
by  the  bank  in  direct  violation  of  its  charter. 
The  greatest  portion  of  specie  had  been  taken 
from  the  south  and  west ;  these  parts  were  the 
Asia  of  America.  Twenty-three  millions  of  spe- 
cie had  been  taken  from  them  by  the  bank ;  nor 
was  there  even  three  millions  of  her  paper  there 
now  to  supply  the  deficiency?  Till  the  formas 
tion  of  the  Federal  Government,  this  country 
had  a  gold  and  silver  currency.  The  monarchs 
of  Europe  gave  their  people  a  gold  and  silver 
currency;  even  the  free  blacks  of  St-  Domingo 
had  a  gold  and  silver  currency;  and  should  it  be 
said  that  this  country  could  not  possess  it  ?  If  it 
depended  on  the  votes  of  gentlemen  who  said  we 
could  not  have  a  metallic  currency,  we  should 
not  have  one;  but  if  the  people  said  there  should 
be  a  specie  currency,  he  saw  no  reason  why  this 
country  should  not  possess  it  as  well  as  other 
countries.  With  regard  to  the  expense  of  car- 
riage, things  were  very  much  altered  since  the 
time  when  the  Mississippi  was  scarcely  naviga- 
ble.    Would  the  carriage  of  specie  be  aa  expen 


sive  now  as  it  was  then?  Mr.  B.  here  alluded 
to  the  great  amount  of  produce  which  was  now 
yearly  brought  dowiflthe  Mississippi  at  a  trifling 
expense,  and  concluded  by  asking  the  Senator 
from  Ohio,  if  the  great  amount  of  specie  abstract- 
ed from  New  Orleans  had  not  had  a  share  in 
producing  the  'low  prices  to  which  the  hon- 
orable Senator  had  the  other  day  referrtd. 

Mr.  EWING  said  that  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri had  replied  to  statements  which  he  (Mr. 
E.)  had  never  made.  He(Mr.E.)  had  stated 
distinctly  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  people 
of  this  country  to  have  either  a  gold  or  silver  cur- 
ency;  but  that  they  could  not  prevent  the  ex- 
portation of  one  or  the  other  of  these   articles. 

He  had  said  nothing  to  convey  the  idea  that 
this  country  could  not  have  a  metallic  currency. 
He  had  long  known  that  the  low  price  of  gold 
was  the  cause  which  deprived  us  of  it. 

The  honorable  SenAr  from  Missouri,  seem- 
ed to  think  that  he  fWr.  E. )  contradicted  the 
fact  that  a  large  amount  of  specie  had  been  ta- 
ken from  the  west.  He  had  not  done  so;  he  had 
admitted  the  fact,  but  had  said  that  if  the  bank 
had  not  taken  the  specie,  it  would  have  been 
withdrawn  in  the  ordinary  way  of  commerce. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri  had  also  stated,  that 
the  amount  of  specie  taken  from  the  westren 
country,  was  in  addition  to  the  amount  carried 
away,  the  through  medium  of  commercial  trans- 
actions. Where  was  the  evidence  of  this?  Such  a 
procedure  was  against  the  nature  of  things?  was  a 
violation  of  commercial  principle,  and  required 
proof.  He  asked  if  the  bank  had  never  sold 
bills  payable  in  the  eastern  cities;  if  the  bank  had 
not  saved  merchants  the  expense  of  exporting 
specie? 

How  was  it?  in  the  case  of  a  simple  mercan' 
tile  transaction,  the  merchant  bought  drafts  at  the 
bank,  with  which  he  paid  his  bills'  in  New  York 
or  Philadelphia.  Otherwise  he  would  have  to 
carry  the  money  by  wagon,  orj  by  packhorse- 
as  the  amount  might  require.  The  bank  having 
sold  its  drafts  to  the  amount  often  thousand  dol- 
lars, sends  the  money  through  New  Orleans,  by 
steam  boat  to  Philadelphia.  The'  country  lost 
nothing  by  this,  and  he  did  not  see  how  that  ab- 
straction by  the  bank  was  over  and  above  the 
regular  mercantile  abstraction.  For  this  specie 
the  western  country  must  have  received  an 
equivalent.  What  was  it'  Why,  the  paper  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  paper 
sold  in  his  part  of  the  country,  at  a  premium 
for  specie.  But  the  honorable  Senator  had  said, 
that  the  bank  had  violated  its  charter  by  selling 
specie.  He  was  not  disposed  to  discuss  that 
subject  now. 

The  question  was,  whether  the  country  was 
injured  by  the  transactions  of  the  bank?  The 
gentleman  had  asked  whether  he  (Mr.  E.)  sus- 
tained the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  with- 
drawing specie  from  New  Orleans.  No,  he  had 
been  complaining,  all  the  winter,  of  the  Execu- 
tive act  which  had  compelled  the  bank  to  do  so. 

The  gentleman  had  made  a  small  mistake  in 
his  estimate  of  the  settling  of  the  affairs  of  the 
bank:  he  had  forgotten  eight  millions  of  slock, 
which  was  held  by  parties  in  the  west.     That 


no 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


f23d  C.  1st  S. 


would  be  withdrawn;  and  it  would  be  a  long 
time  ere  confidence  would  be  restored  in  the 
monetory  system.  It  wo&ld  be  restored  in 
time — the  wound  would  heal  itself. 

Mr.  BENTON  was  of  opinion  that,  with  the 
exception  of  the  nobility,  the  rest  of  the  share- 
holders would  have  to  wait  for  a  settlement. 
The  stock  would  not  be  abstracted  with  ex- 
treme rapidity.  The  gentleman  was  mistaken 
as  to  what  he  had  said  with  regard  to  the  ab- 
straction of  specie  from  the  west.  He  said  that 
the  specie  was  first  taken  away  to  the  cities  in 
the  northeast,  and  now  the  notes  themselves 
were  taken  off.  He  charged  the  bank  with  in- 
juring the  west,  by  putting  into  the  hands  of 
the  people  large  issues  of  small  notes,  and  get- 
ting their  specie  from  them,  and  then  with- 
drawing their  notes.  With  a  small  issue  of 
notes ,  the  bank  was  able^o  take  all  the  specie 
out  of  the  country. 

Mr.  EWING  understood  the  gentleman  to 
blame  the  bank  for  taking  away  specie,  not  in 
the  course  of  trade,  and  then  taking  its  notes 
in  the  course  of  trade.  The  whole  subject  of 
compiaint  was.,  tl\at  the  bank  became  the  car- 
rier of  money  from  one  part  of  the  country  to 
another,  instead  of  another  and  a  more  expen- 
sive agent  being  employed. 

Mr.  BENTON  wished  to  know  whether  tiie 
gentleman  was  of  opinion,  that  seven  or  eight 
millions  taken  from  New  Orleans  had  not  injur- 
ed the.  money  market  there? 

Mr.  CLAYTON  wished  to  withdraw  the  ob- 
jection which  he  had  made,  and  to  allow  the 
hon.  Senator  from  Illinois  to  record  his  vote, 
Mr.  MOO  BE  also  withdrew  his  objection 
Mr.  SMITH  could  not  object  to  permission 
being  given  to  record  the  vote,  with  an  under- 
standing that  similar  privileges  should  be  allow 
ed  to  other  gentlemen. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  understood  that  the  only 
time  to  make  the  application  was  the  next  day; 
but  this  was  a  peculiar  circumstance. 

Mr.  PRESTON  wished  to  know  what  the 
usage  of  the  Senate  had  been  on  similar  occa- 
ioa. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  when  the  vote  was  taken 
on  the  Force  Bill,  the  Senator  left  the  chamber 
voluntarily.  In  the  present  case  the  gentleman, 
had  been  misled;  and  wishing  to  record  his  vote 
had  gone  out  under  the  impression  and  the 
assurance  that  the  question  would  not  be  taken 
till  the  next  day. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  was  very  much  averse  to 
interpose  against  the  wishes  wf  the  Senator;  but 
he  thought  a  compliance  with  them  might  lead 
to  a  result  by  which  a  vote  on  an  important 
question  might  thus  be  reversed,  and  he  there- 
fore considered  the  precedent  very  dangerous . 
Mr.  C.'s  impression  in  regard  to  the  case  of  the 
last  session,  to  which  Mr.  Fobstth  had  alluded, 
was  entirely  different  from  his. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  stated  that  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi,  (Mr.  Poindexter,)  who  was  net 
now  in  his  seat,  was  expected  to  speak  after 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Web- 
ster,) had  spoken  yesterday,  on  the  resolu- 
tions.   The  Senator  from  Illinois  bad  been  so 


informed;  and  it  was  only  the  general  desire 
that  induced  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  to 
withhold  his  remarks.  The  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois had  left  his  seat  expecting  next  day  to 
record  his  vote.  Mr.  C.  did  not  think  this  ca*e 
resembled  that  of  last  year;  then  the  gentlemen 
were  aware  that  the  vote  would  be  taken  that 
night;  the  circumstances  in  this  case  were  pe- 
culiar, and  Mr.  C.  was  disposed  to  hare  the 
gentleman  record  his  vote. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  all  relaxation  of  princi- 
ples took  place  under  peculiar  circumstances, 
and  of  all  that  could  be  devised,  he  thought 
this  the  most  dangerous. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  alluded  to  a  case  in  which 
Mr.  Bibb,  after  a  momentary  absence,  while  a 
vote  was  taken,  was  immediately  afterwards 
permitted  to  record  his  vote.  That  case  was 
peculiar,  but  so  was  this;  and  besides  this  was 
the  only  mode  in  which  the  Senator  could  res 
cord  his  opinion  in  behalf  of  his  State; 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  from  a  sense  of  propriety, 
thought  it  impossible  to  yield  the  point. 

Mr.  MOORE  explained  the  circumstances  at- 
tending the  vote  on  the  Force  Bill.  It  had 
been  pressed  forward  more  than  any  other  mea- 
sure, and  for  several  nights  the  sessions  had 
been  continued  to  10  or  11  o'clock.  Some  of 
the  gentlemen  were  absent  on  account  of  sick- 
ness, when  they  would  notwithstanding  have 
been  present,  if  they  had  known  the  vote  was 
to  be  taken,  and  the  opponents  of  the  bill  asked 
it  as  a  favor  that  the  vote  might  be  postponed 
till  the  next  morning,  disavowing  all  design  of 
further  discussion.  Some  were  absent,  not  vo- 
luntarily,and  those  who  retired,  did  so  with  a 
view  to  draw  forth  the  liberality  of  the  majority. 
Mr.  M.  felt  mortified  with  the  course  which  was 
taken;  it  was  settled  that  further  discussion  was 
not  aimed  at ;  they  only  begged  that  the  vote 
might  be  delayed  till  morning. 

All  objection  not  being  withdrawn,  the  re- 
quest of  Mr.  Kane  could  not  be  granted,  and 
his  vote  was  not  recorded. 

ORDERS   OF  THE  DAY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HENDRICKS, 

The  special  and  previous  orders  were  laid  on 
the  table,  and  the  CumberLnd  Road  Bill  was 
taken  up." 

The  bill  was  amended  by  striking  out  the 
appropriation  of  S300.000,  for  completing  the 
road  east  of  the  Ohio,  and  inserting  $652,000, 
for  that  and  all  other  purposes  ;  and  to  make 
this  Ihejinal  appropriation;  the  road  then  to  be 
delivered  up  to  the  States. 

After  considerable  debate,  the  bill  was  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  by  tiie 
following  vote: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Benton,  Ewing,  Frelinghuy- 
sen,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Kane,  Kent,  Linn, 
McKean,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Rob- 
bins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Swift,  Tall- 
madge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  21. 

Nays — Messrs. Black,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Hill? 
King,  of  Ala.;  King,  of  Geo.;  Leigh,  Moore, 
Naudain,  Preston,  Shepley,  Tyler,  White,  13, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAYTON, 
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The  Senate  spent  some  time  in  Executive 
business,  and  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled"  at  1 1  o'clock. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH,  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  equalising  the  pay  of  military  officers, 
moved  to  recommit  the  bill  and  report. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  asked  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  take  up  the 
following  bills  from  the  Senate: 

An  act  for  a  road  in  Arkansas. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Shackfor 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  IcgSI  re- 
presentatives of  John  Rose,  Senior,  deceased. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Markham  and 
others,  employed  as  spies  in  Arkansas. 

These  bills  were  severally  read  twice  and  re- 
ferred to  the  appropriate  committees. 

Mr.  SCHLEY  reported  a  bill  granting  a  pen- 
sion to  Samuel  Sheperdine,  and 

Mr.  D.  J.  PEARCE  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  sureties  of  Thomas  F.  Green;  which  bills 
were  severally  read  twice  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE,  of  New  York,  offered  a 
resolution  for  printing  1,000  additional  copies  of 
a  naval  report  for  the  use  of  members  of  Con- 
gress, which  lies  upon  the  table  for  one  day. 
PUBLIC  DKPOS1TES. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  MARDIS,  re- 
lative to  the  establishment  of  State  banks  as  a 
place  of  public  deposite,  and  the  amendment,  of 
Mr.  Conwix  next  came  under  consideration,  and 

Mr.  GALBRAITH  continued  his  remarks  un- 
til the  expiration  of  the  hour. 

The  House  then  went  into  the  consideration 
of  the  general  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  VANCE'S  amendment  was  taken  up.  It 
is  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  VANCE — After  16th  line  insert: 
That,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  in- 
stead of  the  compensation  now  allowed  by  law, 
there  shall  be  paid  to  the  within  named  officers 
the  following  sums  per  annum:  To  the  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  four  thousand 
dollars ;  to  each  of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  Trea- 
sury, War,and  Navy,  four  thousand  dollars;  to  the 
Attorney  General,  three  thousand  dollars ;  to  the 
Postmaster  General,  four  thousand  dollars  ;  to 
each  of  the  Assistant  Postmasters  General, 
eighteen  hundred  dollars ;  to  each  of  the  Comp- 
trollers of  the  Treasury,  two  thousand  dollars  ;  to 
each  of  the  Auditors  of  the  Treasury,  two  thou- 
sand dollars ;  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury, 
two  thousand  dollars ;  to  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury,  two  thousand  dollars  ;  to  the  Treasur- 
er, two  thousand  dollars ;  to  the  Commissioner 
ef  Indian  Affairs,  two  thousand  dollars ;  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  two 
thousand  dollars;  and  that  there  be  deducted 
from  the  compensation  now  allowed  by  law  to 
the  clerks  in  the  departments  of  State,  Treasury, 
War,  and  Navy,  including  those  in  the  General 
Land  Office,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  per  cen- 
tum per  annum :  Provided,  No  deduction  shall 
be  made  so  as  to  reduce  tho  salary  of  any  clerk 


in  said  departments  to  a  less  sum  than  eight 
hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

That,froni  all  officers  ofthccustoms,by  whatever 
name  designated,  or  in  whatever  manner  employ- 
ed, there  shall  be  deducted  from  the  compensa- 
tion now  allowed  to  them  by  law,  at  the  rate  of 
twenty-five  per  centum  per  annum  ;  and  in  no 
case  shall  the  compensation,  by  salary,  fees,  or 
otherwise,  be  permitted  to  exceed—of  a  collector, 
three  thousand  dollars  per  annum  ;  of  surveyors 
and  inspectors,  two  thousand  five  hundred  (dol- 
lars per  annum  ;  and  of  weighers,  guagers,  mark- 
ers, appraisers,  and  all  others  connected  with 
the  collectors  of  the  customs,  two  thousand  dol- 
lars per  an nnm. 

That,  from  all  officers  connected  with  the 
system  of  the  Public  Lands,  either  as  surveyors 
general,  registers,  receivers,  or  clerks,  there 
shall  be  deducted  from  the  compensation  now 
allowed  them  by  law,  at  the  rate  of  twentv-five 
per  centum  per  annum. 

That,  from  all  the  clerks  in  the  General  Post 
Office,  deputy  postmasters,  their  assistants  or 
clerks,  there  shall  be  deducted  from  the  com- 
pensation now  allowed  them  by  law,  at  the  rate 
of  twenty-five  per  centum  per  annum  ;  and  in 
no  case,  by  the  renting  ofioxesin  their  offices, 
or  otherwise,  shall  their  compensation  exceed 
three  thousand  dollars  p«r  annum. 

That,  from  all  persons  connected  with  the 
Indian  Department,  as  superintendents,  agents, 
sub-agents,  interpreters,  agents  for  removals, 
commissioners,  or  in  whatever  other  manner 
employed  therein,  there  shall  be  deducted  from 
the  compensation  now  allowed  to  them  by  law, 
or  regulation,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  per 
centum  per  annum. 

That,  to  the  members  of  the  Senate,  House 
of  Representatives,  and  delegates  from  Terri- 
tories, innstead  of  the  compensation  now  allow- 
ed them  by  law,  they  shall  receive  six  dollars 
per  day,  and  six  dollars  for  every  twenty  miles 
traveJled  to  and  from  the  seat  of  Government. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  instead  of  the 
compensation  now  allowed  them  by  law,  each 
two  thousand  dollars  per  annum;  and  there 
shall  be  deducted  from  the  compensation  now 
allowed  each  of  their  assistant  clerks ,  at  the 
rate  of  twenty-five  per  centum  per  annum. 

And  that,  from  and  after  the  expiration  of 
the  present  presidential  term,  the  salary  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

Mr.  VANCE  shortly  stated  the  grounds 
of  his  proposition,  and  contended  that  if  any  re- 
trenchment were  to  be  made  it  could  be  made  on- 
ly through  the  medium  of  a  clause  in  an  appro- 
priation bill,  and  not  by  a  committee.  In  his 
experience  he  had  known  five  committees  ap- 
pointed for  such  a  purpose,  and  he  was  yet  to- 
learn  that  either  of  them  had  been  efficient  for 
the  object  aimed  at.  He  adverted  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  former  committees,  aud  maintained 
that  the  increase  in  the  value  of  money,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  recent  fiscal  operation  of  the 
Government,  fully  justified  the  proposed  reduc- 
tion.    He  entered  into  a  detailed  statement  of 
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the  comparative  expenses  of  the  late  and  the : 
present  administrations,  shewing  the  enormous 
increase  in  the  public  expenditures  since  the  close 
of  the  late  administration,  in  1829.  After  a  sum- 
mary of  the  different  branches,of  expenditure,Mr. 
Vance  observed  that  the  excess,  even  deduct- 
ing the  amount  of  the  public  debt  paid  off  from 
1829  to  1833,  was  eight  millions  over  that  of  the 
four  years  from  1825  to  1829.  After  a  few  fur- 
ther remarks,  he  moved  the  amendment. 

Mr.  WARDWELL  said  that  he  had  not  as 
yet  troubled  either  the  committee  or  the  House 
with  any  remarks  on  this  subject.  He  had  pre- 
ferred to  listen  to  the  remarks  of  others.  But 
he  was  compelled  to  do  so  on  the  present  occa- 
sion. If  a  specific  bill  were  brought  he  would 
vote  to  reduce  some  and  increase  other  salaries; 
but  indiscriminately,  to  reduce  all  salaries  at  a 
rate  of  from  25  to  33£  per  cent  he  could  not  con- 
sent to. 

Mr.  WARDWELL  instanced  many  cases 
where  it  would  be  the  grossest  injustice  to  di- 
minish salaries;  and  denied  the  position  of  Mr. 
Vance  that  the  value  of  money  was  enhanced, 
or  that  the  price  of  those  commodities  which 
form  the  necessarieaof  life  had  been  lessened. — 
The  contrary  was  flk  fact,  as  every  boarding- 
house  keeper,  and  every  resident  in  this  city, 
and  every  clerk  in  the  public  employment,  and 
every  one  who  would  take  the  trouble  to  go  to 
the  market  could  tell.  Provisions  had  risen 
from  tweuty-five  to  fifty  per  cent,  in  price.  He 
went  on  to  speak  of  the  salaries  of  the  Secre- 
taries. 

Mr.  W.  continued — He  could  not  bring  him- 
self to  believe'that  a  single  officer  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, under  the  most  rigid  system  of  econo- 
my, was  able,  under  the  present  rate  of  salaries 
to  lay  up  a  single  cent  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  salaries  had  not  been  increased  under 
the  present  administration,  as  might  be  proved 
by  facts.  He  would  ask  the  gentlemen,  advo- 
cating these  reductions  to  go  with  him  through- 
out the  departments,  and  examine  every 
single  office ;  and  if  he  found  there  were 
any  too  highly  paid,  he  (Mr.  W.)  would 
cheerfully  vote  for  their  reduction.  Mr.  W. 
himself  thought  that  there  were  some  which 
were  overpaid,  but  he  could  not  vote  for  such 
an  indiscriminate  reduction  as  that  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  LEAVITT  followed  at  considerable 
length  in  opposition  to  the  amendment,  which 
he  regretted  had  been  brought  forward  at  this 
time.  It  was  objectionable  as  to  place,time,and 
circumstance,  and  the  more  so  as  a  committee 
was  then  specially  engaged  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  VANCE  in  reply  contended  that  the  sta- 
ple articles  in  Ohio  had  been  depressed  in  price. 
That  not  only  wheat  but  cattle,  tobacco,  whis- 
key, &c.  had  all  been  reduced,  at  least  as  much 
as  he  had  proposed  to  reduce  the  salaries  of  the 
officeholders. 

He  adverted  to  his  former  remarks  on  the 
increase  of  the  expenditures,  and  recapitulated 
his  previous  argument  on  the  immense  dispari- 
ty between  the  cost  of  the  former  and  the  pre- 
sent administiation.     The  State  of  Ohio,  and 


others  of  the  western  States,  had  found  a  good 
market  for  their  cattle  and  hogs  in  Baltimore, 
Philadelphia,  and  in  New  Jersey,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  advantages  accruing  from  the 
encouragement  of  national  industry.  The  year 
before  last  more  than  a  thousand  head  of  cattle 
had  been  sent  even  to  Boston,  to  that  section 
of  the  country — New  England,  which  had  for- 
merly met  us,  and  competed  with  us  of  the 
west,  in  the  market  of  Baltimore.  The  east- 
ern brethren,  Mr.  Vance  said,  had  turned  their 
honorable  industry  into  other  channels.  They 
had  devoted  their  efforts  to  the  growth  of  wool, 
anfflo  the  manufacture  of  cloths;  and  a  corres- 
ponding  advantage  was  derived  in  the  increas- 
ed price  of  western  produce- 
Mr.  Vance  concluded  with  a  few  remarks  in 
a  good  humored  and  regular  style,  in  reply  to 
some  observations  of  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Lea- 
vitt,)  and  announced  his  intention  of  retiring 
from  public  life,  after  the  close  of  the  present 
Congress. 

Mr.  BATES,  of  Massachusetts,  advocated  the 
proposed  reduction  of  twenty  five  per  cent,  on  the 
ground  of  the  augmented  value  of  money  produ- 
ced by  the  measure  of  the  gentleman.  If  twenty 
five  per  cent  be  considered  too  much,  make  it 
twenty,  or  fifteen,  or  ten,bat  let  the  reduction  be 
effected  and  let  the  disadvantages  be  felt  by  those 
who  had  led  to  them.  The  injury  might  not  be 
yet  generally  felt,  but  its  effects  were  spreading 
and  spreading  widely,  as  would  too  soon  be 
found.  As  to  the  actual  existence  of  the  evi!, 
gentlemen  might  as  well  contend  against  the  in- 
fluence of  the  tides  because  they  are  not  felt  at 
once  in  the  interior  of  the  country.  But  he  re- 
peated, the  evils  would  be  felt  and  that  in  no  or- 
dinary degree. 

Mr.  MILLER  opposed  this  amendment.  He 
was  against  exorbitant  salaries  being  granted  to 
any  public  officer,  but  at  the  same  time  he  was 
of  opinion  that  a  liberal  and  sufficient  compensa- 
tion should  be  given  to  all  public  functionaries. 
Mr.  M.  continued.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  would  prepare  a  report  distinctly  proving 
that  the  salaries  were  too  high,  or  that  abuses 
existed,  he  should  have  his  (Mr.  M.'s)  cordial 
support.  Mr.  M.  said  he  would  fearlessly  as- 
sert that  all  the  great  staple  commodities  of  the 
country  bore  an  equivalent  price  to  what  they  had 
dons  for  the  last  thirty  years.  The  truth  was, 
that  the  whole  had  sprung  out  of  the  removal  of 
the  deposites;  the  timid  had  been  alarmed,  and 
having  become  apprehensive  that  the  current  mo- 
ney of  banks  was  insecure,  had  produced  the  dis- 
tress complained  of,  and  brought  the  country  on 
the  verge  of  a  ruin  which  had  no  other  founda- 
tion than  that  of  alarm  and  clamor.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  immediately  dispose  of  the 
question. 

Mr.  EWING  followed  in  support  of  the 
amendment,  and  in  reply  principally  to  the  ar- 
guments of  Mr.  Leavitt. 

Mr.  B  YNUM  still  believed  that  gentlmen  were 
not  in  earnest  in  advocating  this  amendment. 
If  they  were  in  earnest  they  presumed  much 
either  upon  the  ignorance  of  that  House  or 
of  .the  people  at  large.  What  could  be  thought 
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of  a  proposition  intended  to  rednce  indiscrimi- 
nately salaries  that  miplit  be  too  low,  as  well  as 
those  that  were  too  large. 

Mr.  B.  contended  further  that  these  changes 
were  made  for  (political  effect.  He  hoped,  how- 
ever, this  would  not  be  done  at  tho  expense  of  the 
liberties  of  the  people.  The  salaries  which  it 
was  now  proposed  to  reduce  were  fixed  at  a  time 
of  as  great  pressure  as  the  present.  He  did 
not  believe,  indeed,  but  that  America  was  as 
happy  now,  or  more  happy  than  she  had  ever 
been.  The  statements  they  heard  in  that  House 
contained  the  most  glaring  contradictions.  The 
very  same  outcry  of  "ruin,''  &c  bad  been  heard, 
previous  to  the  election  of  the  present  Chief 
Magistrate.  Gentlemen  had  said,  that  one  dollar 
is  worth  as  much  now  as  two  dollars  formerly 
Was  this  true?  No.  There  had  been  no  reduc- 
tion in  the  market,  no  reduction  in  food,  in  cloth- 
ing, or  in  lodging.  The  chief  produce  of  his  dis- 
trict,— cotton,  produced  as  much  as  formerly  in 
the  market.  He  could  not  help  therefore,  be- 
lieving, that  all  the  reduction  of  produce  was  in 
the  imagination  of  gentlemen.  He  would  go  for 
reduction  in  cases  where  reduction  was  shown  to 
be  necessary,  but  he  would  not  go  for  a  general 
prohibition  of  reduction  without  discrimination. 
He  could  not  help  doubting  the  sincerity  of  gen- 
tlemen in  making  or  supporting  such  a  proposi- 
tion. The  increased  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  complained  of.  Was  it  not  a  ne- 
cessary consequence  of  the  increase  of  popula- 
tion? The  increase  in  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment was  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  extension 
of  post  routes.  He  further  contended,  that  the 
present  administration  had  stopped  the  extrava- 
gant expenditures  of  former  administrations  on 
internal  improvements;  it  had  also  fulfilled  its 
promise  to  the  south,  to  render  the  tariff  system, 
and  to  oppose  the  moneyed  monopoly  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  Bank.  Mr.  B.  entered  further  into  a 
defence  of  the  vet*  power  as  it  had  been  exerci- 
sed by  the  President.  He  concluded  by  express- 
ing his  determination  to  oppose  the  amendment. 

Mr.  ARCHER  hoped  the  member  from  S.  C. 
(Mr.  W.  R.  Davis,)  would  withdraw  his 
amendment.  It  was  in  their  power  to  withhold 
these  appropriations,  if  they  thought  there  was 
no  need  for  these  diplomatic  agents  ;  but  they 
could  not  annex  conditions  in  granting  them. 

Mr.  W.  R.  DAVIS  disclaimed  any  intention 
to  reflect  on  the  Chief  Magistrate  by  this  amend- 
ment. He  thought  it  ought  to  be  the  perma- 
nent language  of  the  appropriation  bill.  With 
regard  to  the  constitutionality  of  making  this 
restriction  to  an  appropriation,  Mr.  D.  con- 
tended, that  it  was  no  more  than  had  been  done 
with  regarJ  to  these  diplomatic  appropriations 
formerly.  Originally,  they  were  provided  for 
in  a  gross  sum;  and  it  was  under  the  eye  of  Mr. 
Jefferson,  that  specific  appropriations,  restrict- 
ing the  application  of  the  respective  sums  to  a 
particular  purpose,  had  been  made.  Mr.  Da- 
vis objected  to  the  idea  that  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  was  a  repre- 
sentative or  agent  of  the  Executive  in  that 
House. 

Mr.  B1NNEY  was  sorry  to  see  the  amend- 


ment of  the  hon.  gentleman  from  S.  C.  (Mr. 
W.  R.  Davis,)  in  the  place  of  that  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Foot.)  Such 
provision  in  an  appropriation  bill,  was  wholly 
new.  He  could  not  concur  in  such  a  qualifica- 
tion of  grants  of  money.  He  approved,  bow- 
ever,  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut.  If  there  was  a  probability  that 
the  money  would  be  expended  for  ministers  not 
constitutionally  appointed,  the  better  way 
would  be  to  strike  out  the  clause.  He  should 
vote  against  the  amendment  of  the  gentieman 
from  S.  C.  ;  and  if  no  one  else  did,  he  would 
renew  the  motion  to  strike  out;  and  on  this  he 
would  trouble  the  House  with  a  few  remarks. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  President's  in- 
tent to  send  ministers  to  Great  Britain  and  Rus- 
sia. Such  being  his  intent,  the  question  arose, 
whether  they  had  reason  to  believe  that  it  was 
his  intention  to  let  the  session  pass  over  with, 
out  nominating,  and  to  send  ministers  during 
the  recess.  Such  a  belief  would  prevent  him, 
and  he  should  think  every  other  member  of 
that  House,  from  voting  for  this  clause.  The 
appointing  power  being  given  to  the  President, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Senate,  no  man  held 
his  office  under  the  tenure  of  the  Constitution, 
who  was  otherwise  appointed.  The  supple- 
mentary provision  of  the  Constitution,  authori- 
zing the  President  to  appoint  in  the  recess, 
was  merely  designed  to  apply  to  accidental  and 
urgent  cases,  which  might  occur,  when  there 
was  no  opportunity  of  reference  to  the  Senate. 
He  thought  there  was  reason  for  a  belief,  that 
the  President  did  mean  to  pass  over  the  session 
without  nominating.  In  particular, ;he  thought 
the  letter  which  had  been  read  by  the  Chairman 
of  ibe  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  from  the 
Department  of  State,  justified  that  belief.  He 
could  not  agree  with  the  hon.  gentleman  from 
Mass.  that  it  was  oracular.  It  admitted  of  no 
two  meanings.  It  was  equal  to  a  declaration 
that  no  nomination  would  be  made  during  the 
session.  He  should,  therefore,  vote  against 
this  item,  although  he  could  not  vote  for  the 
amendment  of  the  member  from  South  Carolina. 
Mr.  BEAKDSLKY  contended,  that  the 
whole  appointing  power  was  given  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive; although  it  was  provided  that,  under 
certain  circumstances,  he  should  exercise  it 
with  the  consent  of  the  Senate.  He  was  sur- 
prised that  gentlemen,  admitting  as  they  did  the 
necessity  for  a  minister,  should  yet  talk  of 
withholding  the  requisite  appropriation.  They 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  appointing  power. 
Their  duty  was  to  decide  if  there  was  a  necessi- 
ty for  the  appropriation.  Having  done  that 
duty ,  he  thought  they  might  safely  leave  it  to 
the  Senate  and  the  Executive  to  perform  theirs. 
They  had  no  right  to  intermeddle.  He  should 
Vote  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  had  always  been  of  opinion 
that  economy  in  a  government  was  similar  to 
the  prudence  f  an  individual  who  has  his  af- 
fairs conducted  by  able  and  responsible  indi- 
viduals, who  ought  to  be  paid  adequately  for 
the  exercise  ot  the  r  talents.  He  agreed  in 
some  points,  but  not  in  gross,  with  the  amend- 
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ment;  and  he  agreed  also  in  the  propriety  of  in- 
troducing the  proposition  into  the  appropria- 
tion bill.  What  is  an  appropriation  bill'1  It  pro- 
vides for  the  disbursement  of  the  public  mo- 
ney; and  yet  the  other  bill  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  pursuance 
of  the  second  resolution,  in  their  report  as  to 
the  publie  funds  deposited  in  the  local  banks. 


Mr.  CHILTON  continued:  who  would  have 
imagined  that  the  road  bill  in  Kentucky  would 
have  been  vetoed?  No  one,  since  it  was  per- 
fectly inconsistent  with  the  previous  pledges  of 
General  Jackson.  Mr.  C.  entered*nto  a  review 
of  the  proceeding  of  the  west  in  support  of  the 
Presidential  election  in  opposition  to  Mr. 
Adams,  and  in  favor  of  General  Jackson.    The 


Mr.  L.  said  that  bill  ought  to  be  acted  on  in  the \  people  of  the  west  had  supported  the  last,  on 


first  instance,  in  order  that  it  should  be  previ 
ously  ascertained  where  the  money  appro- 
priated oy  the  bill  should  be  found.  In  con- 
tinuation, he  protested  against  the  reduc 
tion  of  the  salary  of  the  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States  to  ,$4,000.  He  would 
not  consent  to  the  diminution  of  one  dol- 
lar from  the  salaryof  the  second  officer  of  the 
Government.  That  functionary  represented 
in  some  degree  the  dignity  of  the  nation,  and 
ought  to  be  put  on  an  equal  footing  at  least 
with  tl  e  Heads  of  Departments,  whereas  at 
present,  he  received  §1,000  per  annum  less  — 
He  (Mr.  Lincoln)  would  be  in  favor  of  the 
amendment  under  certain  modifications — one  of 
which  was  that  of  equalizing  the  salaries  of  the 
Secretaries  and  Vice  President.  He  would 
vote  to  give  each,  say  $5,000. 

Mr.  L.  went  on  with  some  observations  in 
relation  to  the  salaries  of  the  collectors,  audi- 
tors, and  other  public  officers. 

Mr.  CHILTON  replied  to  Mr.  Btnum,  and 
asked  if  he  understood  him  righth ,  when  he 
said  the  President,  before  his  election,  had 
given  pledges  to  put  down  internal  improve 


the  very  grounds  of  his  devotion  to  Internal  Im- 
provements and  the  tariff.  Mr.  C.  concluded 
by  expressing  his  intention  to  vote  for  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  BOONE  said,  as  the  delegation  from  In- 
diana had  been  appealed  to,  he  would  inform 
the  honorable  member  that  the  letter  referred 
to  was  transmitted  by  the  Senate  of  Indiana  and 
not  by  Governor  Ray. 

Mr.  BURD  said,  he  objected  to  the  amend- 
ment as  a  whole,  though  there  were  portions  of 
it  that  he  would  have  supported  at  the  proper 
time. 

Mr.  HARPER,of  N.  H.,said,  that  considering 
the  lateness  of  the  hour  and  the  length  to  which 
the  debate  had  already  extended,  he  should 
move  the  "previons  question.'' 

Mr.  CHILTON,  asked  for  the  ayes  and  nays, 
but  they  were  not  ordered. 
•  Mr.   HARPER,  on  the  understanding  that 
further  debate  should  be  arrested,  withdrew  the 
motion  for  the  "previous  question." 

The  question  then  occurred  on  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  M'KAYsaid,  he  wished  to  make  a  brief 


ment,  reduce  the  tariff,  and  suppress  the  Bank  j  explanation  of  the  reasons  why  he  should  vote 


of  the  United  States?  Was  this  the  case?  I 
ask,  said  Mr.  Chilton,  because  it  is  diametri- 
cally opposite  to  the  pledges  he  had  given  to 
the  west.  Why,  these  were  the  very  charges 
made  by  his  greatest  enemies  against  Gene- 
ral Jackson  in  the  west  was  that  he  was 
intent  on  these  objects.  I  know,  and  I  have 
cause  for  the  knowledge,  that  it  was  understood 
a  western  President  would  attend  to  western 
interests,  by  protecting  internal  improvements 
in  that  section  of  the  country.  Mr.  C.  referred 
to  the  correspondence,  held  by  the  direction 
of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  between  Gov. 
Ray  and  General  Jackson,  in  which  the  latter 
avowed  himself  the  friend  of  internal  improve- 
ment, and  referred  to  his  votes  on  the  subject 
in  the  United  States  Senate  in  1824  ;  among 
others,  to  one  voting  for  an  appropriation  ol 
$150,000  for  the  purchase  of  stock  in  the  Mays- 
ville  Road.  Mr.  C.  also  referred  to  the  votes 
of  the  Kentucky  Legislature,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Robert  J.  Ward  instructing  their  Senators 
and  requesting  their  Representatives  to  vote  in 
favor  ot  internal  improvement ;  and  went  on  ear- 
nestly and  vehemently  commenting  on  the  in- 
consistency of  the  pledges  given  by  the  Presi- 
dent respectively  to  the  South  and  the  West. 

Mr.  BOONE,  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 

Mr.  B.  asked  if  it  were  in  order  to  enter  into 
a  statement  of  the  Presidential  election,  preced- 
ing an  amendment  to  an  appropriation  bill? 

The  CHAIR  said  the  honorable  member  was 
perfectly  in  order. 


against  the  amendment.  There  was  a  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  subject,  which  was  then 
in  daily  operation,  and  the  present  was  not  the 
proper  time  to  make  the  contemplated  reduc- 
tion. Mr.  K.  would  pledge  himself  to  go  as 
far  as  any  gentleman  in  bringing  down  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Government  to  an  economical 
scale,  and  at  the  proper  time  and  place  he  would 
be  prepared  to  give  any  definite  measure  his 
humble  support.  His  previous  course  would 
testify  this,  and  it  was  due  that  he  should  make 
this  explanation. 

Mr.  BARRINGER,  wished  a  division  of  the 
amendment.  Mr.  B.  said,  he  thought  the  pro- 
position of  too  indiscriminate  a  character,  and» 
that  reductions  ought  to  be  made  in  pursuance 
of  some  scale.  Mr.  B.  made  a  brief  explana- 
tion of  some  former  remarks  of  his,  which  seem- 
ed to  have  been  misunderstood.  He  had  not 
asserted  the  inefficiency  and  inattention  of  the 
whole  corps  of  clerks;  he  had  merely  said,  that 
there  were  some  among  that  body  who  were  a 
disgrace  to  society.  He  had  great  pleasure  in 
bearing  testimony  to  the  high  character  of  the 
whole  body,  but  if  half  that  had  been  heard 
against  some  of  them  were  true,  no  terms  could 
be  too  strong  in  reprobating  their  conduct. — 
Mr.  B.  said,  he  should  vote  as  his  judgment 
would  dictate,  if  the  amendment  were  divided, 
but  as  a  whole,  he  should  be  compelled  to  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  VANCE   explained  oy  reierring  to  the 
clause  of  the  amendment,  stating  that  "No  de- 
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duction  shall  be  made  so  as  to  reduce  the  salary 
of  any  clerk  in  said  departments  to  a  less  sum 
.than  $800  per  annum." 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  ayes  and 
nays,  and  decided  in  the   negative,  as  follows 
ayes  48,  Nays  141,  so  the  amendment  was  lost, 

Mr.  VANCE  then  withdrew  the  amendment 
relative  to  clerks,  and  the  question  occurring  on 
the  <^He  to  reduce  custom  house  officers, 

MrWuTHERLAND  said  lie  would  inform 
the  House  that  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
were  preparing  a  bill  to  regulate  the  salaries  of 
officers  of  customs,  which  was  intended  to  be 
acted  upon  in  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  not  adopt  this 
amendment. 

Mr.  BARRTNGER  said  he  was  in  favor  of 
the  adoption  of  this  amendment.  There  was 
no  branch  of  the  public  service  which  required 
lopping  more  than  that  of  the  custom  house. 

Mr.  PARKER  referred  to  what  he  had  be- 
fore  said  on  this  subject,  and  reiterated  some  of 
the  more  prominent  facts  therein  detailed. — 
Mr.  P.  made  sundry  references  to  the  "Blue 
Book"  showing  the  unequal  amount  of  com- 
pensation received  by  those  officers  at  differeut 


collected.  If,  from  these  sources,a  sufficient  fund 
were  accumulated  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the 
office  and  to  leave  and  excess  of  four  thou- 
sand dollars  in  the  larger  ports;  then,  that  was 
his  compensation — but  that  was  the  maximum; 
in  the  other  hand,  under  the  present  strange  law, 
the  collector  might  receive  nothing  at  all.  If 
trade  is  suspended,  he  gets  no  compensation. 
During  the  embargo,  non-intercourse,  non-im- 
portation, and  now,  for  a  period  of  eight  years, 
their  salaries  were  in  effect  suspended — there 
have  been  for  years  past,  claims  to  a  large 
amount,  not  only  for  defficient  compensation,  but 
in  cases  where  the  fees  and  emoluments  in  some 
years  would  not  pay  the  expenses  of  the  office. 
It  was  manifestly  unjust  to  reduce  the  maximum 
of  salaries,  which  were  wholly  contingent,  and 
might  amount  to  nothing,  and  which  had  been 
already  reduced  from  five  to  four  thousand  dol- 
lars. Instead  of  reducing  the  compensation  the 
salary  ought  to  be  fixed  at  the  maximum  now 
existing.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Vance) 
was  mistaken,  or  he  (Mr.  C.)  must  have  received 
incorrect  information.  Since  the  debate  the  other 
day,  he  had  learned  from  an  officer  of  the  cus- 
toms of  New  York,  that  although  some  of  the 


places,    in  consequence  of  the  payment  being  (weighers  appeared  to  receive  a  very  large  com 


pensation,   they  did   not,   in   fact,  receive   the 
amount  stated  officially. 

There  were  fourteen  weighers  in  New  York 
receiving  unequal  compensations,  which  were 
consolidated  and  divided  equally  among  them. 
He  had  the  actual  returns  for  the  first  quarter 
of  the  present  year,  and  found  that  while  one  re- 
ceived about  seventy  dollars,  another  received 
more  than  six  hundred;  after  deducting  their  ex- 
penditures for  labor,  the  average  was  about  233 
dollars  or  93  dollars  per  annum.  There  might 
be  abuses  in  some  of  the  ports,  and  some  officers 
may  receive  an  unjustly  large  compensation. 
The  collectors  in  the  small  ports,  in  some  in- 
stances, when  the  fees  and  emoluments  do  not 
amount  to  enough,  receive  no  salary  at  all. 
That  was  the  condition  of  the  collector  of  Salem, 
(whose  letter  Mr.  C.  read,)  and  if  a  collector  in 
a  port  of  that  magnitude  would  be  without  com- 
pensation, gentleman  might  estimate  the  num* 


made  by  fees  instead  of  by  fixed  salaries 

Mr.  PARKER  continued  with  a  variety  of  in- 
cidental details  on  the  subject  of  the  fees  re- 
ceived by  collectors  of  the  revenue,and  recapi- 
tulated the  arguments  advanced  by  him  in  the 
Committee,  in  favor  of  allowing  a  salary  suffi- 
cient to  compensate  the  labors  of  persons  of 
character  and  ability. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  expressed  his  surprise  than 
the  amendment  should  be  made  applicable  to 
Custom  House  Officers,  when  the  bill  contained 
no  clause  in  relation  to  that  class  of  our  public 
officers. 

Mr.  VINTON  rose  for  information — not  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  speech.  He  wished 
to  know  the  cause  of  the  difference  of  eight 
millions  between  the  estimates  of  kit  year 
and  the  present  one— the  one  being  fourteen 
millions  and  the  other  twenty-two. 

Mr.  VINTON  having  inquired  the   cause  of 
the   difference  of  the   estimate  of  expenditures  ber  of  our  revenue  officers  who  would  he  abso- 
between  the  past  and  the  present  year?  lutcJy  without  pay,  unless  some   provision  was 

Mr.  C  AMBRELENG  proceeded  to  answer  the  made  for  them.  The  act  of  1832  did  not  dimin- 
inquiry  put  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  ish  the  exports  or  the  imports  of  these  ports  by 
Vinton,)  how  the  difference  occurred  between  repealing  the  duty  on' the  latter,  but  that  act,and 
fourteen  millions  and  the  actual  expenditure  of  the  act  of  1833  by  adding  largely  to  the  num- 
ber of  free  articles  destroyed  to  an  equal  extent, 
the  commission  on  the  receipts  of  revenue,  upon 
which  fund  the  salary  of  the  collectors  are  con- 
tingent. Some  provision  must  be  made,  by 
which  our  officers  may  receive?  the  same  com- 
pensation which  they  would  have  received  had 
the  act  of  1532  not  been  passed.  So  far  from  re- 
ceiving too  much,  most  of  them  actually  receive 
too  little,  and  some  of  them  must  suffer  severely 
if  we  do  not  provide  a  fund  out  of  which  they 
may  receive  a  reasonable  compensation.  If  we 
tamper  with  our  revenue  officers,  we  may  drive 
them  to  the  necessity  of  adopting  the  habits  of 
the  officers  of  some  European  nations  who  de- 
pend for  their  support,  upon  the  liberality  of  the 


22,000,000  in  the  last  year.  The  extraordinary 
expenditure  for  pensions  amounted  to  three  mil- 
lions — the  two  Houses  authorized  appropriations 
to  the  extent  of  about  three  millions  and  a  half 
beyond  the  treasury  estimates,  and  the  difference 
of  duty  between  the  old  and  the  new  duties, 
under  the  act  of  July,  1832,  was  subsequent  to 
the  4th  of  March,  refunded  to  the  extent  of  some 
millions.  The  House  were  about  to  do  an  act 
of  very  great  injustice.  The  salaries  of  the 
collectors  were  entirely  contingent,  and  were 
made  to  depend,  as  he  thought  very  improperly, 
for  they  should  be  fixed  by  law,  upon  the  amount 
which  might  accrue  from  a  trifling  commission 
upon  the  revenue  received,  and  upon  the  fees 
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smuggler.  It  is  ajfalse  ,  economy  to  reduce  the 
salaries  of  officers  upon  whose  vigilance  and  fi- 
delity you  depend  for  the  collection  of  the  entire 
revenue  of  the  country. 

Mr.  VANCE  replied  to  Mr.  FILLMORE  ; 
and  in  particular  as  to  that  part  of  his  amend- 
ment which  relates  to  Custom  House- Officers. 
He  entered  into  a  statement  to  8how  that  there 
were  seventy-three  of  those  officers  who  receiv- 
ed upwards  of  $218,000.  Thiny  in  New  York 
received  $80,400  ;  and  three  hundred  attached 
to  the  Custom  House  of  that  city,  whose  emolu- 
ments amounted  to  $408,000  per  annum — a  sum 
equal  to  the  expenses  of  Congress  for  a  whole 
session. 

He  adverted  then  to  the  amendment  offered 
by  Mr.  Cajibbeieng  to  continue  to  Custom 
House  Officers  the  same  salaries  as  were  paid 
before  the  passing  of  the  Tariff  Bill  of  1832. 

Mr.  HARPER,  of  Pennsylvania,  went  into  a 
statement,  showing  the  exorbitant  salaries  and 
fees  of  certain  Revenue  Officers  in  Philadelphia; 
and  stated  that  he  should  surely  vote  for  the 
amendment,  as  a  beginning  of  the  correction  of 
many  abuses  which  ought  to  be  remedied. 

Mr.  HARPER,  of  New  York,  seeing  that  no 
practical  good  could  result  from  the  protraction 
of  this  debate,  felt  himself  called  on  to  move 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  and  Mr.  BRIGGS  were  ap- 
pointed tellers  of  the  votes  on  this  motion. 

Mr.  CRANE  asked  if  it  would  be  in  order  to 
move  an  adjournment. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  would. 
Mr.  CRANE  then  submitted  the  motion. 
On  a  count,  .it   was  negatived  by   a  vote  of 
ayes  75,  noes  89. 

Mr.  HARPER  then  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tioH,  but  withdrew  the  motion  by  request,  at  the 
same  time  expressing  his  intention  of  renewing 
it,  if  this  unavailing  debate  should  be  contin- 
ued. 

Mr.  BATES  made  a  few  remarks;  after 
which  the  vote  was  taken  on  the  motion  renew- 
ed by  Mr.  Harper  for  the  previous  question. 

The  motion  was  not  sustained;  the  vote  being 
ayes  64,  nays  101. 

Mr.   McKENNAN  said,  that  it  was  evident 
the  House  could  not  get  through  the  bills  at  the 
present  sitting;  he  moved  an  adjournment. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to;  ayes  88,  noes  76. 
So  the  House  adjourned. 


SENATE. 
Friday,  May  9th,  1834. 
Mr.  KNIGHT  presented  the  memorial  of 
2,244  mechanics  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
including  artisans,  who  stated  that  they  felt  by 
the  pressure  of  the  times  as  much  severity 
as  any  persons  in  the  country;  that  they  were 
dependent  for  their  daily  bread  on  their  in- 
dustry and  success  in  their  particular  employ- 
ments; that  their  means  of  support  were  derived 
principally  from  the  Southern  States;  that  they 
were  more  embarrassed  than  in  former  years, 
their  wages  very  much  reduced,  and  their  busi- 
ness paralyzed  by  the  hand  of  lawless  power, 


and  they  prayed  relief  and  redress  from  Con- 
gress. 

Messrs.  Knight  and  Robbies  made  some  re- 
marks on  the  memorial,  which  we  hope  to  pub- 
lish hereafter. 

The  memorial  was  read,  referred,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  had  been  instructed 
to  report  the  act  making  appropriatio^^mr  the 
army,  with  the  following  amendments:™ 

1st.  After  the  114th  line,  insert  "for  paying 
any  balance  which  may  be  due  for  militia  servi- 
ces in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  in  the  late  war 
against  Black  Hawk  and  his  followers." 

2d.  To  follow  the  foregoing: — "For  the  pay- 
ment of  captain  McGenge's  company  of  Indi- 
ana militia,  for  services  performed  in  the  year 
1832,  provided  the  Secretary  of  War  should  be 
satisfied  that  the  said  company  is  entitled  there- 
to, the  sum  of  $700." 

Mr.  W.  stated  that  recommendations  had  been 
received  from  the  War  Department  in  favor  of 
the  amendments. 

The  amendments  were  then  taken  up,  con- 
sidered and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BENTON  proposed  a  further  amend- 
ment in  favor  of  the  claims  of  Colonel  Woolley; 
which  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  16  to  11. 

The  original  appropriation  bill  reported  by 
Mr.  Webster  was  then  taken  up,  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

Mr.  SHEFLEY  presentd  several  enrolled 
bills. 

The  following  enrolled  bills  were  received  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  and  signed  by  the 
President  of  the  Senate: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  H.  Oatis; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  T.  Ap.  C  Jones; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Webber; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Macquire; 

The  Cumberland  Road  bill  was  then  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HENDRICKS,  the  title 
was  amended,  by  inserting  the  word  "  repairs," 
and  striking  out  the  words,  "Indiana,  Ohio  and 
Illinois,"  so  as  to  leave  the  title  "  A  bill  for  the 
making  and  repairs  of  the  Cumberland  Road." 

A  communication  was  then  read  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  concerning  the  printing  of  a 
work. 

Ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Library  Com- 
mittee. 

A  communication  was  also  read  from  the 
Treasury  Department,  on  the  subject  of  pen- 
sions. 

Ordere,d  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions, 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  from  the  Houseof 
Representatives,  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debt" 
ors  to  the  United  States,  with  amendments. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  from  the  same  Committee, 
reported  a  bill,  the  object  of  which  was,  to  re- 
form the  treatment  and  discipline  of  criminals, 
sentenced  by  the  United  States'  Courts,  and 
confined  in  the  goals  and  penitentiaries  of  the 
States. 

Mr.  WILKINS  said  there  could  be  no  objec- 
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tlonto  the  bill.  There  was  now  a  want  of  har- 
mony  between  the  treatment  of  prisoners  sen- 
tenced by  the  United  States'  Courts  and  those 
who  were  sentenced  by  the  States.  The  crimi- 
nals sentenced  by  the  United  States'  Courts, 
were  now  allowed  to  go  about  the  prison  idle, 
and  it  was  desirable  that  they  should  be  kept 
to  labor,  and  treated  in  all  respects  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  other  prisoners. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  its  third  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
John  Hogan ,  of  Nashville,  reported  a  bill  for 
his  relief,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN,  on  leave,  in  pur- 
suance  of  previous  notice,  introduced  a  resolu- 
tion for  the  purchase  of  thirteen  copies  of  the 
American  State  papers,  published  by  Gales  and 
Seaton,  for  the  use  of  members,  to"  whom  they 
had  not  been  furnished;  read  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY,   from    the    Committee    on 
Roads  and  Canals,   on  the  petition  of  Walter 
Loomis,  and  Abel  Gales,  reported  a  bill,  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
ORDER  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  resolution  on  the  table,  that  the  Senate 
should  meet  at  11  o'clock,  was  taken  up,  ob- 
jected to  as  inconvenient  to  the  Post  Office 
Committee,  and  again  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday,  in  relation 
to  the  superintendent  of  the  patent-office,  and 
the  burning  of  papers,  was  adopted. 

The  resolution  to  devote  Fridays  and  Satur- 
days to  the  consideration  and  passage  of  bills, 
was  adopted- 
Mr.  CLAYTON  asked  whether  the  report  of 
a  committee  would  be  in  order  after  the  adoption 
of  this  proposition. 

The  CHAIR  expressed  his  opinion  that  it 
would  not. 

SPECIAL  ORDERS. 

The  bill  for  granting  permission  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  eastern  division  of  Michigan  Territo- 
ry, to  form  a  State  Government  as  reported  with 
an  amendment,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  EWING  moved  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
table,  for  the  present,  and  take  it  up  when  there 
should  be  a  full  meeting  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TIPTON  hoped  not. 

Mr.  EWING  renewed  his  motion. 

Mr.  TIPTON  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes  as 
to  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table.  The  question 
was  so  taken,  and  Mr.  Ewing's  motion  was  lost 
by  a  vote  of  20  to  14. 

The  bill  was  then  read,  and  the  discussion  up- 
on it  proceeded.  ^ 

Mr.  TIPTON  said,  he  would  not  aWempt  to 
conceal  the  solicitude  he  felt  to  enable  the  inhab- 
itants of  Michigan  to  form  a  State  Government. 
One  cause  of  his  anxiety  in  this  respect,  was  the 
fact  that  the  case  had  been  submitted  tp  him, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  of  which  he  had 
the  honor  to  be  the  chairman;  the  committee, 


however,  was  unfortunately  divided  in  opinion, 
ancj  had  instructed  him  to  report  an  amendment 
directing  the  marshal  of  the  Territory  to  take  a 
census  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  division,  and 
report  to  Congress  at  next  session.  This 
amendment  would  greatly  delay  the  decision  of 
the  question;  before  he  sat  down,,  therefore,  he 
would  propose  an  amendment,  which  would  au- 
thorize the  marshal  of  the  Territory  at  once,  to 
ascertain  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  eastern 
division  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  if  they 
amounted  to  47,000  (the  number  required  to 
form  a  State  Government)  that  these  people 
might  at  once  meet  and  form  a  constitution:  On 
the  table  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  T.  said,  was  a  bill 
of  a  similar  nature  relative  to  the  people  of  Ar- 
kansas to  which  he  also  intended  to  offer  an 
amendment. 

It  was  provided  that  Ohio  should  be  bounded 
by  certain  lines,  and  that  Congress  should,  if  it 
saw  fit,  divide  the  land  into  smaller  territories. 
In  lft)5  Congress  did  divide  and  set  off  the  terri- 
tory of  Michigan.  The  ordinance,  also,  provid- 
ed, that  when  the  population  should  amount  to 
sixty  thousand,  it  should  be  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States.  The  people  of  this 
Territory  applied  for  the  privilege,  but  did  not 
succeed,  and  were  disposed  to  look  upon  them- 
selves as  neglected.  Population  was  growing 
and  spreading  towards  the  west,  and  would,  he 
had  no  doubt,  not  stop  till  it  arrived  at  the  wes- 
tern ocean.  With  regard  to  the  character  of  the 
young  men  who  were  emigrating  to  the  west — 
many  of  them  had  been  brought  up  in  the  eastern, 
seminaries;  and  to  persons  of  that  description  it 
was  gratifying  to  reflect,  that  when  the  territory 
should  become  a  State,  they  were  eligible  to  the 
highest  situations.  Population  had  commenced 
to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  was  rapidly 
increasing;  and  he  hoped  Congress  would  not 
adjourn  until  they  had  passed  a  bill  to  authorize; 
Michigan  and  Arkansas  to  form  their  constitu- 
tions, preparatory  to  admission  into  the  Union 
nor  until  it  had  also  marked  out  a  new  territory 
to  the  westward,  and  so  agree  to  the  prayer  of  the 
petition. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  had  no  hostility  to  the  bill, 
and  he  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table  for  this 
reason.  A  contest  existed  between  the  United 
States  and  Ohio,  as  to  a  large  tract  of  land  of 
about  .      That  controversy  had  not  been 

decided;  and  he  thought  it  would  be  injudicious 
to  pass  the  bill  immediately;  so  that  when  it  pass- 
ed, there  might  be  no  ground  of  controversy  on 
this  subject.  The  committee  on  that  subject 
would  most  likely  report  in  a  few  days;  and  in 
the  mean  time  he  would  again  move  that  the  bill 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BLACK  objected  to  the  amendment.  By 
dividing  the  public  lands  the  new  territories  would 
not  be  subject  to  taxes  for  five  years.  He  want- 
ed information,  also,  as  to  the  right  of  navigation 
on  the  rivers.  The  middle  of  the  Mississippi 
was  to  be  the  boundary  line  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  TIPTON  said,  that  with  regard  to  the 
navigation  of  the  rivers,  he  did  not  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  make  any  provision. 
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The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  POINDEXTER, 
The  remaining  special  order,  the  bill  author- 
izing a  State  Government  in  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  was  postponed  till  Monday. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  POINDEXTER, 
The  bil'  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
granting  ^  township  of  land,  in  Illinois  or  Michi- 
gan,  to  the  exiles  from  Poland,  was  taken  up, 
read  a  s^ond  time,  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  the  report  of  the  committee 
was  read. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  moved  to  amend  the 
bill,  by  striking  out  the  requisition  of  one  set- 
tler for  every  300  acres,  and  inserting  500  acres, 
on  the  ground  that  some  of  them  might  be  arti- 
zans  or  professional  men;  which  amendment 
prevailed. 

Mr.  LINN  moved  to  insert  Missouri  after  Il- 
linois, which  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Poindex- 
teb,  as  the  grantees  preferred  a  State  'where 
slavery  is  not  allowed, and  as  the  selection  would 
not  be  left  discretionary  with  them,  but  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  the  motion 
was  not  carried. 

Mr.  KANE  objected  that  the  selection  was 
not  limited,  as  to  time,and  that  it  might  be  made 
on  the  lead  mines;  he  was  opposed  to  the  whole 
project,  but  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  limiting 
the  selection  to  lands  that  are  subject  to  sale  at 
private  entry. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  thought  it  impracticable 
to  get  a  township  of  land  located  on  the  terms 
of  this  amendment.  In  regard  to  locating  on 
the  lead  mines,  he  supposed  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  might  trust  the  President  so  far  as  to 
believe  that  he  would  not  go  contrary  to  law. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  made  a  few  remarks  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Kane, which  were  almost  inaudible 
in  the  gallery.  We  understood  him  to  say  that 
the  provision  relative  to  the  choice  of  land  from 
future  surveys  was  placed  in  the  bill  in  order 
that  as  great  a  disccretionary  power  might  be 
left  to  Secretary  as  possible. 

Mr.  KANE  said  the  locations  were  to  be  left 
to  the  individuals  themselves;  the  manner  of  the 
location  only  was  left  to  the  President.  The 
parties,  by  this  bill,  would  be  authorized  to  lo- 
cate land  wherever  they  pleased,  and  under 
such  circumstances  he  could  not  vote  for  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  K.'s  a- 
mendment,  which  was  lost. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  participated  in  the  feel- 
ings which  actuated  the  hon.  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  in  bringing  forward 
this  bill,  but  he  was  apprehensive  that  it  might 
prove  a  bad  precedent,  a  case  somewhat  smilar, 
as  regarded  the  circumstances  of  the  petitioners, 
had  come  under  his  (Mr.  H.'s)  observation  in 
his  own  State.  He  alluded  to  the  Swiss  at  Ve- 
vay.  These  individuals,  when  they  landed  in 
this  country,  .  procured  a  grant  of  land  at  the 
minimum _  price,  and  with  a  credit  of  fourteen 
years;  this  credit  was  afterwards  renewed  in 
consequence  of  their  inability  to  pay  the  debt 
they  had  incurred;  they,  however,  eventually 
liquidated  it,and  were  now  among  the  happiest 


and  mo-t  prosperous  inhabitants  of  the  country. 
He  thought  it  would  be  better  in  the  present 
case  to  grant  the  land  at,the  minimum  price  and 
at  a  long  credit.  He  did  not  rise  to  make  a 
motion  upon  the  subject;  but  merely  presented 
the  suggestions  he  had  made  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mississippi. 

Mr.  PRESTON  hoped  the  suggestion  of  the 
Senator  from  Indiana  would  not  be  adopted. 
Let  the  Senate  perform  this  act  of  humanity  en- 
tirely or  not  at  all.  These  men  were,  as  it  were, 
shipwrecked  on  our  coast,  and  possessed  great 
claims  upon  this  and  every  other  free  Govern- 
ment. They  were  exiles  in  the  cause  of  liberty, 
driven  from  their  own  country  by  the  most  iron 
despotism  that  ever  disgraced  a  European  nation; 
they  came  here  naked  and  hungry.  He  knew 
it  had  been  said  that  the  principle  acted  upon 
in  this  case  might  prove  injurious;  but  he  would 
almost  rather  see  this  Government  without 
principle,  than  without  sympathy.  The 
present  was  a  wise,  and  economical  act 
of  charity,  inasmuch  as  it  would  establish  a- 
mong  us  a  spirited  and  honorable  people,  de- 
voted in  the  most  decided  manner  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  liberty.  They  would  be  a  benefit  to 
any  part  of  the  country  in  which  they  might 
locate  themselves,  and  would  build  up  a  com- 
munity which  would  amply  repay  the  country  for 
a  trifling  outlay.  He  did  hope  the  affair  would 
not  take  Ihe  shape  of  a  bargain. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  made  a  few  remarks  in  ob- 
jection to  the  bill. 

After  which  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  an 
act  to  carry  into  effect  the  convention  entered 
into  between  the  United  States  and  the  King  of 
the  Two  Sicilies,  was  then  read  a  first  and  se- 
cond time. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  time  allowed  for  the 
commission  to  carry  into  effect  the  convention 
with  France,  was  r%ad  a  second  time  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  bill  for  equalising  the  representation  in 
the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida, was  also  read 
a  second  time  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  for  changing  the  southern  and  west- 
ern boundary  line  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan 
was  read  a  second  time  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

ORDER   OF  THE  DAY. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  second  time, 
and-  ordered  to  a  third  reading: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Coleman  Fisher,  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Luther  L.  Smith. 

Th^bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Smith,  of 
Arkansas,  was  on  motion  of.  Mr.  Pdindexteh, 
indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  LINN  moved  that  the  general  order  be 
laid  on  the  table,  with  the  view  of  taking  up 
another  bill. 

Mr  POINDEXTER  objected,  and  the  motion 
was  negatived. 
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"  A  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary,to  adjudicate  lands  ill  Louisiana  was  then 
taken  up  and  read. 

Mr.  PORTER  thought  the  provisions  no\r 
existing1,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  va- 
lidity of  claims  to  land,  insufficient.  There  were 
large  portions  of  l»nd  in  Louisiana  unsettled  in 
consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining  the 
titles.  He  did  not  know  the  exact  quantity  of 
land  in  that  condition;  nor  did  he  know  whether 
any  grants  had  been  made  by  the  United  States 
or  not  He  wished  to  obtain  the  power  of  as- 
certaining the  validity  of  claims. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  the  question  had  often 
been  up,  whather,  owing  to  the  peculiar  condi- 
tion of  the  land  the  titles  could  not  be  settled, 
and  actions  could  not  be  brought.  Those  who 
had  claims  knew  that  their  titles  would  be  tried; 
but  the  principal  interest  was  felt  by  those  who 
had  an  interest  in  the  State  to  bring  their  land 
to  market. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  explained  the  nature  of 
the  titles. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  believed  applications  hid 
been  made  to  Congress  fifty  times,  and  the  per- 
sons who  applied  had  never  got  a  majority  in 
their  favor.  The  condition  on  which  the  land 
was  obtained  from  Spain  was,  to  confirm  all 
just  claims;  and  many  of  the  claims  which  were 
made  were  not  just. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  further  objected,  on  the 
ground  thattiie  courts  of  the  United  States  had 
wrongfully  confirmed  the  titles  of  individuals 
against  the  just  claims  of  the  United  States,  a 
supposed  case  of  which  kind  lie  described,  and 
said  he  should  vote  against  the  act. 

Mr.  rORTER  replied  to' Mr.  R,  and  argued 
that  the  course  proposed  by  Mr.  F.  would  delay 
a  settlement  of  the  question, of  which  the  claim- 
ants were  very  desirous,  and  would  deprive 
them  of  the  use  of  their  property ,  for  which 
they  had  paid  the  money,  and  that  the  courts 
were  quite  as  likely  to  do  justice  in  this  case, 
which  rested  on  questions  of  law,  as  Congress. 

Mr.  EWING  argued  that  the  foreign  laws 
implicated  in  the  case,  were  most  properly  sub- 
ject to  the  examination  and  decision  of  the 
courts;  that  it  was  better  for  the  United  States 
to  be  a  direct  party,  than  a  responsible  party, 
over  the  heads  of  individuals;  that  a  general 
question  of  claims  would  be  improperly  left  to 
a  settlement  by  small  individual  proprietors, and 
that  the  United  States,  in  the  compromise,  which 
in  justice  must  be  made  with  individuals  who 
purchased  of  them  without  a  valid  title,  would 
probably  huve  to  pay  several  times  the  cost  of 
the  lands. 

The  discussion  was  further  continued  by 
Messrs.  BLACK,  WEBSTER,  FORSYTH, 
SHEPLEY,  and  others. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  proposed  the  following  a- 
mendment: — To  strike  out  the  word  "no"  in 
the  3d  section,  23d  fine,  and  insert  the  word 
"and"  in  its  place.  The  bill  would  then  read 
'■and  new  evidence  shall  be  received,"  instead 
of  "no  new  evidence  shall  be  received." 

After  a  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  Pouter, 
Webster,  Sheplet,  Poindexter,  Moore,  and 
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Black  participated,  the  amendment  was  lost — 
yeas  17,  nays  19. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  by  the  following  vote . 

YEAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Calhoun, 
Clayton,  Ev/ing,  Frelinghuysen,  Grundy,  Hend- 
ricks, Kane,  Kent,  King,  of  Ala.,  King,  of  Geo. 
Knight,  Linn,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter, 
Prentiss.  Preston,  Bobbins,  Silsbee,  Smith, 
Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Wagga- 
man,  Webster,  Wilkins— 89. 
NAYS— Messrs.  Brown,  Forsyth,  Hill,  Moore, 
Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tyler,  White, 
Wright,  10. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CALHOUN,  it  was  ordered, 
26  to  14,  that  when  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  ad- 
journ to  meet  on  Monday. 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  the  documents 
on  the  boundery  line  between  Louisianaand  Flo- 
rida, have  leave  to  be  withdrawn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SILSBEE, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr.  ELISKA  WHITTLESEY,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  (No.  70)  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Burkham,  and  oth- 
ers, employed  as  spies  on  the  frontier  of  Arkan- 
sas in  1830,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Vermont, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  (No.  329) 
to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  'agents  and 
sub-agents  of  Indian  affairs  and  interpreters,  be 
discharged  from  the  consideration  thereof;  and 
that  the  said  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs.     It  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
have  leave  to  sit  during  the  session  of  the  House 
next  week. 

A  mo'ion  was  made  that  the  House  adjourn. 
Negatived. 

Mr.  HAWKINS,  by  leave,  presened  a  peti- 
tion of  inhabitants  of  the  States  of  North  Caroli- 
na and  Virginia,  praying  for  the  establishment 
of  a  post  route;  which  petition  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  by  leave,  presented  a  petition 
of  William  Coppedge,  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 
praying  for  a  pension;  which  petition  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  revolutionary  pensions. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  by  leave,  presented  a  petiti- 
tion  of  H.  M.  Shreve,  inventor  of  the  steam 
snag  boats,  the  property  of  the  United  States, 
which  are,  and  have  been  for  several  years  in 
the  service  of  the  Government  under  his  direc- 
tion, in  removing  obstructions  to  the  free  and 
safe  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  riv- 
ers, praying  Congress  to  allow  him  a- reasonable 
and  adequate  cempensation  in  land  for  his  in- 
vention; wliich  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Committe  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  by  leave,  presented  evidence 
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in  support  of  claims  for  depredations  committed 
by  Indians  on  the  property  of  citizens  of  Cote 
Samdessian;  which  evidence  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  REED,  by  leave,  presented  a  petition 
of  William  Hall,  of  Boston,  praying  for  a  pen- 
sion; which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  PARKER,  by  leave,  moved  the  following 
resolution,  which  wq§  agreed  to  by  the  House: 

Resolved,  That  the'Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route  from 
Eatonton  to  Long  Branch,  in  Monmouth  county, 
in  New  Jersey. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ADAMS,  of  New  York, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  case  of  Samuel  Rhea;  and  that  it  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  McINTIRE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Mr. 
Baker,  accompanied  by  a  bill  (No.  460)  for  his 
relief;  which  bill  was  read  the  first  and  second 
lime,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MASON,  from  the  Committee  on  En- 
rolled bills,  reported  that  the  committee  had  ex- 
amined enrolled  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz: 

No.  10.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Webber; 

No.  18.  An  act  for  ihe  relief  of  John  W.  Mc- 
Guire. 

No.  41.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Ap 
Catesby  Jones. 

No.  155.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
Oakes. 

And  found  the  same  to  be  truly  enrolled: 
when 

The  Speaker  signed  the  said  bills. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill 
(No.  470)  further  to  amend  the  act  incorporat- 
ing the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal;  which  bill 
was  read  the  first  and  second  time  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  VINTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Pa- 
tents, reported  a  bill  (No.  471)  to  provide 
for  erecting  a  fire-proof  building  for  the  patent 
office,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  bill  was 
read  the  first  and  second  time  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SCHLEY;  by  consent,  it 
was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  justice  and 
expediency  of  indemnifying  those  citizens  of 
Georgia  who  suffered  from  depredations  com- 
mitted on  their  property  by  the  Creek  tribe  of 
Indians  between  the  years  1826,  and  1830;  and 
that  the  evidence  of  such  depredations  contain- 
ed, and  exhibited  in  document  No.  25,  of  the 
1st  session  of  the  21st  Congress,  together  with 
the  claim  of  James  Fulwood,  and  the  accompa- 
nying evidence  of  that  claim,  be  referred  to  said 
committee. 


Mr.  JOSEPH  M.  WHITE,  by  leave,  pre- 
sented a  petition  of  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Fernandina,  on  the  Island  of  Amelia,  in  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  praying  that  certain  pub- 
lic lands  adjoining1  said  town  may  be  granted 
to  them  to  be  cultivated  in  the  production  of 
oranges. 

Which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  M.  WHITE,  by  leave,  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of  the  trustees  of  the  Pen- 
sacola  College,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida, 
praying  that  certain  public  lands  in  said  territo- 
ry, andcerlain  public  lots  in  and  adjoining  the 
city  ofPensacola,may  be  granted  to  said  college. 

Which  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee onpublic  lands. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  M.  WHITE  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  merchants,  mariners,  and  other  persons, 
interested  in  the  commerce  and  navigation  of 
St.  Mark's  Bay  and  River,  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida,  praying  that  a  light  house  may  be  erec- 
ted on  South  Cape  Promitory,  which  forma 
the  western  shore  of  Appalachicola  Bay. 

Which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BANKS,  of  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
to  which  was  referred,  on  the  5ih  of  December 
last,  the  subject  of  the  contested  election  be- 
tween Thomas  P.  Moore  and  Robert  P.  Letcher 
for  the  seat  in  this  House,  as  the  Representative 
from  the  fifth  Congressional  District  of  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  made  a  report  of  the  views 
of  the  minority  of  the  committee  as  regards  the 
said  election. 

The  proposition  reported  by  Mr.  CAMPBELL 
P.  WHITE  yesterday,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  for  the  printing  of  1000  addi- 
tional copies  of  the  amended  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  the  navy,  was  considered  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  McKAY  asked  for  information  on  this 
subject. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  N.  Y.  said,  that  a  thousand 
extra  copies  would  not  be  more  than  sufficient 
to  supply  the  members  of  Congress  and  the 
officers  of  the  different  grades  of  the  Naval  ser- 
vice. 

Mr.  McKAY  objected  to  the  practice  of  the 
institution  of  regulations  for  any  branch  of  the 
public  service,  Naval  or  Military  by  the  Exe- 
cutive or  by  the  heads  of  departments.  It  was 
a  power  which  legitimately  and  properly  be- 
longed to  Congress,  and  Congress  alone. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  N.  Y.,  explained.  The  rules 
and  regulations  had  been  drawn  up  by  a  board 
of  officers,  and  were  submitted  to  Congress  for 
approval. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution  for  one  day. 
Not  carried. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  asked  if  an  extra  number 
of  [copies  had  not  been  ordered  when  the  re- 
port was  first  made  to  the  House. 

Mr.  WHITE  replied,  only  the  usual  number 
of  copies  for  the  members  of  the  House.  It 
was  the  intention  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
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Affairs  to  submit  it  to  the  officers  for  their  judg- 
ment 

Mr.  'ADAMS  said  he  would  not  oppose 
the  printing  of  an  extra  number  of  copies  if  any 
good  would  probably  result  He  thought  some 
action  of  Congress  requisite,  since  the  rules 
had  not  been  amended  for  several  years.  Some 
years  ago  a  volume  of  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  army,  had  passed  Congress,  without  a  line 
of  the  whole  having  been  read;  and  he  trusted 
a  similar  occurrence  would  not  again  take  place. 
Unless  some  action  of  Congress  were  intended, 
he  thought  it  scarcely  necessary  to  print  so 
large  a  number  of  copies,  in  this  insipient  state. 

Mr.  REED  hoped  the  House  would  concur 
in  the  motion,  since  it  was  expedient  that  the 
officers  throughout  the  country  should  be  in 
possession  of  those  rules. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  N.  C,  was  in  favor  of 
printing  the  extra  number  of  copies  of  the  doc- 
ument, since  it  was  highly  material  that  they 
should  have  the  experience  and  judgment  of 
the  officers  upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  WHITE  referred  to  an  act  of  Congress, 
of  2830,  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  prepare  such  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  sanction  of  Congress.  The  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,said  Mr.W.  were  unwilling  to 
recommend  any  action  upon  these  rules  till  they 
had  been  submitted  to  those  experienced  in  the 
matter. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted  without  a 
dissentient  voice. 

MILITARY  ACADEMY  AT  WEST  POINT. 

Mr.  GAMBLE  asked  the  consent  of  the 
UoHse  to  take  up  and  consider  the  resolution 
offered  by  him  some  days  ago  calling  upon  the 
War  Department  for  certain  information  respec- 
ting this  institution. 

No  objection  being  made, 

Mr.  GAMBLE  made  the  motion  accordingly. 

Mr.  CONNOR  said  he  believed  the  same 
information  was  embraced  by  the  resolution  of- 
fered at  an 'early  period  of  the  session  by  one  of 
the  members  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  GAMBLE  replied,  that  the  information 
called  lor  by  that  resolution  had  not  been  acted 
upon. 

The  CHAIR  said,  if  that  was  the  fact,  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  was  not 
in  order. 

Mr.  GAMBLE  said,  the  resolutions  varied  in 
some  particulars ,  and  the  one  offered  by  him 
embraced  subjects  not  contained  in  the  other. 

The  CHAIR  referred  to  the  resolution,  said 
they  were  in  substance  the  same;  but  he  would 
suggest  to  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  to  con- 
fer with  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  on  the 
subject,  and  withdraw  it  for  the  present. 

Mr.  GAMBLE  assenting,  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  stands  over. 

Mr.  BANKS,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Contested  Election  for  the  Fifth 
Congressienal  District  of  Kentucky,  presented 
a  report  from  the  minority  of  that  committee- 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 


GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
The  hour  devoted  to  morning  business  hav- 
ing expired, 

-  Mr.  POLK  asked  the  consent  of  the  House 
to  proceed  with  the  further  consideration  of 
this  bill. 

Objections  being  made, 
Mr.  POLK  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  set- 
ting apart  this  day  for  private  businessfor   the 
purpose  of  proceeding  with  the  bill  in  ques- 
tion. 
Motion  carried,  ayes  115;  nays  not  counted. 
The  question  was  on  the  following  clause  of 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Vanck: 

"  B  it  enacted,  That  in  no  case  shall  the  com- 
pensation, by  salary,  fees,  or  otherwise,  be  per- 
mitted to  exceed — of  a  collector,  three  thousand 
dollars  per  annum  ;  of  surveyors  and  inspectors, 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum; 
and  of  weighers,  gaugers,  markers,  appraisers, 
and  all  others  connected  with  the  collectors  of 
the  customs,  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum." 
Mr.  VANCE  asked  for  the  ayes  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered;  and  on  the  question  being 
taken  the  clause  was  adopted;  ayes  85,  nays  72. 
Mr.  VANCE  then  withdrew  the  other  clause 
of  the  amendment. 

The  next  clause  was  the  following  proposed 
by 
Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida. 
"  For  the  extra  compensation  allowed  to  the 
judges  of  the  middle  and  western  districts  of 
Florida,  for  the  adjudication  of  land  claims  under 
the  act  of  twenty-sixth  of  May,  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty-eight,  for  the  years  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-three  and  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
four,  three  thousand  two  hundred  dollars." 

Mr.  W.  made  a  brief  explanation  to  show  the 
propriety  of  making  the  proposed  estimate. 

Mr.  POLK  made  a  statement  from  the  acts  of 
1824  and  1823,  on  the  judiciary  of  Missouri  and 
Florida,  on  which  were  founded  the  objections 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  the 
proposed  appropriation,  when  it  was  before 
them,  and  read  certain  communications  made  to 
the  committee  on  that  subject  from  the  U.  S. 
attorney  of  the  district  of  Florida,  &c,  &c.  He 
would  not  further  occupy  their  attention,  but 
would  leave  the  subject  to  the  judgment  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida,  rejoined  and  argued 
in  favor  of  the  propriety  of  the  grant  giving  at 
the  same  time  a  fuller  statement  of  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  extra  compensation 
ought  to  be  given. 

Mr.  McKAY  opposed  the  grant  on  account  of 
the  insufficiency  of  the  services  performed  by  the 
judges. 

Mr.  WAYNE  and  Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida, 
followed. 

Mr.  McKAY  proceeded  in  opposition:  but 
Here  a  message  was  received  from  the  Senate 
with  various  bills. 

Mr.  McKAY  resumed  and  concluded  his  ar- 
gument and  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  WILDE. 

Mr.  W.  said  that  he  should  be  perfectly  wil- 
ling to  give  an  adequate  compensation  for  extra 
i  labor  in  all  cases;  but  he  thought  in  the  present 
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instance  the  proposition  ought  to  be  modified. 
He  suggested  a  modification  to  the  gentleman 
from  Florida. 

Mr.  GAMBLE  said,  the  Committee  on  the 
Territories  had  had  the  subject  under  de- 
liberation, and  having  apportioned  what  they 
deemed  a  due  compensation  for  the  services  to 
be  performed,  he  therefore  could  not  vote  for 
the  amendment  as  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Florida.  •  If  he  would  modify  his  amend- 
ment so  as  to  embrace  compensation  only  for 
services  already  performed,  Mr.  G.  said  he 
would  vote  for  it,  but  he  would  oppose  a  pros- 
pective appropriation. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  had  no  objection  to  ac- 
cept the  proposed  modification,  and  moved  that 
the  compensation  of  the  judges  should  be  the 
same  for  1834,  if  similar  duties  should  be  per- 
formed by  them. 

Mr.  W.AYNE  approved  of  the  proposition. 

Mr.  GAMBLE  objected  to  a  compensation 
for  contingent  services.  The  claim  should  be 
made  after  the  services  should  have  been  per- 
formed. He  would  then  cheerfully  vote  for 
any  proper  grant.  At  present  he  could  not 
consent  to  the  amendment  unless  the  clause  for 
the  year  1834  was  stricken  out. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  McKAY  and 
Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida, 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  White's  a- 
mendment,  which  was  modified  so  as  to  make 
the  vote  for  1833  only,  and  the  sum  01500. 

The  vote  was,  ayes  84,  noes  48. 

The  question  recurring  on  tine  following 
clause,  also  proposed  by  Mr.  White  of  Flo- 
rida— 

"To  defray  the  costs  of  certain' suits  decided 
against  the  United  States,  as  directed  in  the  act 
of  May  26th,  1828,  one  thousand  dollars," 

It  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  following  amendment,  proposed  by  Mr. 
Cambiieleng  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was 
then  moved  by  Mr.  Sutherland— 

"That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  pay  to  the  collectors, 
naval  officers,  surveyors,  clerks,  gangers, 
weighers,  provers,  markers,  and  measurers,  of 
the  several  ports  of  the  United  Spates,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, such  sums  as  will  give  to  the  said  of- 
ficers, respectively,  the  same  compensation  in 
the  year  1833,  according  to  the  importations  of 
that  year,  as  they  would  have  been  entitled  to 
receive,  if  the  act  of  the  14th  July,  1832,  had 
not  gone  into  effect." 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  made  statement  show- 
ing the  effects  produced  by  the  act  of  the  14th 
July,  1832,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, upon  the 
salaries  of  the  different  officers  of  the  port. 

The  amendment  was  then  modified  so  as  to 
embrace  only  the  "collectors,  naval  officers  and 
surveyors,"  and  substituting  1834  for  1833. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  of  Geo.  was  opposed  to  the 
amendment.  He  contended  that  that  was  not  the 
proper  time,  since  they  would  be  voting  in  the 
dark.  A  committee  had  been  appointed  on  the 
subject  of  salaries,  and  before  that  committee 
had  made  their  report,  he  called  upon  the 


House  to  pause  before  they  passed  a  proposition 
of  this  character. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  explained,  that  this  a- 
mendment  was  not  intended,as  gentlemen  seem- 
ed to  imagine,  to  add  any  thing  to  the  salaries, 
but  to  prevent  the  various,  officers  from  being 
losers  by  the  operation  of  the  act  of  14th  July, 
1832. 

Mr.  POLK  desired  the  clerk  to  read  a  letter 
from  the  Treasury  Department  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  which  had  induced 
that  committee  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  resumed.  He  was  still  of 
opinion  that  this  proposition  should  be  arrested 
till  at  least  a  report  was  made  from  the  Commit- 
mittee  on  Finance,  or  the  committee  before  re- 
ferred to.  Mr.  C.  made  an  elaborate  statement 
relative  to  the  number  of  officers  employed  in 
the  port  of  New  York,  and  the  expenses  of  col- 
lection there. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  objected  to  the  amend- 
ment, since  it  would  change  the  whole  law  on 
the  subject  of  the  payment  of  salaries  to  those 
officers .  Its  effect  would  be  to  keep  up  the 
compensation  at  the  maximum,  whether  the  of- 
ficers had  any  services  to  perform  or  not; 

Mr.  GORHAM  thought  there  was  noreason- 
able  objection  to  the  amendment,  provided  it 
was  confined  in  its  operations  to  the  collectors, 
surveyors,  and  others. 

Mr.  HARPER,  of  Pa.,  was  not  opposed  to 
giving  a  fair  compensation  for  services  perfor- 
med, but  if  this  amendment  were  passed,  it 
would  not  onJy  remunerate  for  services  not  per- 
formed, but  what  was  worse,  it  would  put  in  the 
power  of  the  collector  an  arm)'  of  officeas  who 
would  have  very  little  to  do.  Mr.  H.  said  that 
the  effect  produced  by  a  similar  proposition  of 
last  year  had  been  that  the  whole  income  of 
some  of  the  officers  had  been  swallowed  up  in 
fees  without  a  single  cent  going  into  the  public 
treasury.  Mr.  H.  agreed  with  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  that  one  third  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  these  officers  might  be  lopped  off,  and 
the  public  service  as  efficiently  and  honest- 
ly performed  as  it  was  then.  The  whole  ex- 
pense of  the  measures  might  be  dispensed  with 
as  well  as  many  others. 

The  question  on  the  amendment,  as  modi- 
fied, was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  de- 
cided as  follows:  Yeas  74,  Nays  117.  So  the 
House  refused  to  adopt  the  amendment  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  POLK  proposed  a  verbal  amendment  to 
the  562  line,  for  "  a  custom  house  at  Balti- 
more, "  to  insert  "ware  house"  instead; 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  POLK  also  proposed  to  substitute  §1250 
for  $850,  for  the  salaries  of  watchmen  of  the 
N.  W.  Executive  buildings:  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  taken  up  was  that  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  to  strike 
out  the  appropriations  for  Ministers  to  Great 
Britain  and  Russia,  thereby  reducing  the  whole 
amount  from  thirty-six  to  eighteen  thousand 
dollars. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  renewed  the  motion,  and 


May  9.] 


REGISTER  OP  DEBATES. 


723 


reiterated  in  part  what  he  had' said  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  Mr.  A.  said  he  would 
yet  support  the  appropriation,  if  a  pledge  were 
g#en  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Executive 
to  nominate  those  Ministers  to  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature  during  the  present  session 
of  Congress.  Wishing  to  have  his  own  vote 
solemnly  recorded  on  a  great  principle  like  this, 
he  moved  to  have  the  question  taken  by  ayes 
and  noes.     They  were  ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  WAYNE  briefly  replied  to  Mr.  Adams 
and  said  that  the  former  appropriations  had 
been  expended  in  the  missions  of  Charges  d'Af- 
fairs.  Mr.  W.  thought  that  full  confidence 
should  be  put  in  the  declaration  made  to  that 
House, through  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs,  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  WARREN  It.  DAVIS  was  not  disposed 
to  say  that  a  Minister  was  altogether  unneces- 
sary, but  he  wished  to  sustain  the  Senate  and 
the  Constitution.  The  people  had  appointed 
the  Senate  as  a  co-ordinate  power  with  the  Ex- 
ecutive in  this  matter,  and  he  should  persist  in 
his  amendment  providing  that  the  money  should 
not  be  expended  unless  the  appointment  should 
be  first  made  with  the  consent  and  advice  of  the 
Senate.  Mr.  D.  added,  that  however  reluctant 
he  might  be  to  trouble  the  House,  duty  would 
compel  him,  for  the  second  time  in  his  life,  to 
ask  for  the  ayes  and  nays. 

The  CHAIR  informed  the  honorable  mem- 
ber that  the  question  was  then  on  the  amend- 
ment of  tke  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  (Mr. 
Foote,)  on  which  the  ayes  and  noes  had  been 
ordered. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  said  if  it  was  considered 
necessary  to  have  a  minister  to  the  Court  of 
Great  Britain,  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  Execu- 
tive would  nominate  one.  He  should  therefore 
vote  for  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  N.  Carolina,  said,  he 
would  admit  it  may  be  necessary  to  have  a  min- 
ister to  England,  "but  could  not  the  Executive 
make  that  known  in  sufficient  time  for  the  action 
of  the  present  session  of  Congress?  He  should 
vote  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  ap- 
propriation, because,  if  ministers  were  appoint- 
ed, there  would  be  ample  time  to  bring  in  a 
separate  bill  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  FOSTER  wished  to  inquire  of  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  or  of 
any  other  member  of  that  committee,  whether  they 
had  any  knowledge  that  a  minister  was  more  re- 
quired at  this  time  than  twelvemonths  ago?  An 
appropriation  was  then  made  for  that  purpose, 
which  had  been  diverted  into  another  course.  If 
this  voucher  were  given  he  vvould  vote  for  the  ap- 
propriation, if  not,  he  should  oppose  it.  The  esti- 
mate was  made  five  months  ago,  and  if  a  minis- 
ter to  that  court  had  been  deemed  necessary,  he 
ouc-ht  to  have  been  nominated  to  the  Senate 
before  this. 

Mr.  PATTON  wished  to  explain  the  grounds 
on  the  vote  which  it  was  his  intention  to  give. 
He  understood  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  ArTafe,  to  have,  in  his  remarks,  im- 
plied, that  if  it  were  necessary,  ministers  would 
be  appointed  to  the  courts  of  Russia  and  Great 


Britain.  Mr.  Patton  referred  to  the  case  of 
Samuel  Gwynn,  and  contended  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  no  constitutional  right  to  fill,  after  the 
adjournment  of  the  Senaie,  a  vacancy  which 
might  occur,  or  happen  during  the  sitting  of  that 
body  ;  for,  by  so  doing,  the  rights  of  the  Senate 
would  be  virtually  abrogated,  and  the  very  ob- 
ject for  which  that  branch  of  the  legislature,  in 
relation  to  its  participation  in  the  executive  func- 
tions of  the  Government,  was  rendered  abortive. 

Mr.  WISE  rose  amidst  loud  cries  of  question. 
He  went  into  a  long  argument  on  the  constitu- 
tional power  of  appointment.  He  contended 
that  no  power  was  vested  in  the  President  to 
appoint  these  officers,  without  the  consent  of  the 
Senate.  The  Constitution  had  so  provided ;  and 
the  Constitution  is  the  expressed  will  of  the 
people  and  the  States.  He  knew  the  firmness 
of  purpose  and  the  resolute  and  determined 
spirit  which  characterize, the  President,  and  ad- 
mired them  when  exercised  in  legal  and  consti- 
tutional matters;  but  if  hejshould  dare  to  act 
against  the  sense  of  the  Senate,  and  make  his 
own  will  paramount  to  that  of  the  people  or 
their  representatives,  then  he  mu%t  expect  to 
have  such  an  act  called  by  its  right  name.  He 
(Mr.  W.)  would  not  call  it  a  high  crime  and 
misdemeanor,  but  he  would  certainly  designate 
it  as  a  high  crime.  He  wished  to  give  the  Pre- 
sident full  credit  for  purity  of  motives;  but  the 
occurrence  of  such  an  event  as  the  appointment 
of  these  ministers  after  the  adjournment  of  the 
Senate,  would  wholly  destroy  the  confidence 
which,  until  recently,  he  had  implicitly  reposed 
in  him.  , 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  followed  in  opposition  to 
the  motion. 

Some  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Davis  of 
South  Carolina  and  Mr.  Bxnum  of  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Mr.  LANE  hoped  the  hon.  member  from  S. 
Carolina.when  he  came  to  reflect  a  little,  would 
feel  inclined  to  vote  against  hisown  proposition. 
Mr.  L.  said  he  should  oppose  the  amendment. 

Mr.  EVERETT  of  Vt  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Btxcm,  and  in  support  of  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Davis. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Indiana,  said,  The  gentleman 
from  N.  C.  (Mr.  Btnum)  has  excited  feelings 
and  apprehensions  in  my  bosom  which  I  would 
gladly  suppress.  I  should  much  rather  accord 
with  the  opinions  of  those  whom  the  people  have 
clothed  with  power,  than  in  the  conscientious 
performance  of  my  duty  in  this  Houso  be  com- 
pelled to  oppose  them.  The  claims  for  power 
advanced  on  the  part  of  the  present  Executive  so 
far  as  .sanctioned  by  the  Constitution,  I  most 
cheerfully  accord  to  him,  and  no  man  is  more 
ready  to  award  him  the  meed  of  gratitude  for  his 
military  services  than  I  am.  But  when,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  hon.  member  from  N.  Carolina,  ta- 
cit obedience  and  blind  acquiescence  are  claimed 
for  his  civil  services  as  the  only  test  of  patriotism; 
and  when  those  who  question  his  fallibility  with 
full  knowledge  of  the  fatal  effects  of  his  civil  ca- 
reer, are,  denounced  as,  base  calumniators  and 
traitors,  "and  the  battle  of  New  Orleans"  and 
that  "monster  the  United  States'  Bank,"  arc  held 


724 


REGISTER  OP  DEBATES. 


[23d  C.  1st  S. 


up  as  the  reasons  for  the  assumptions  of  unlimi- 
ted power,  and  as  evidence  of  the  "baseness  and 
profligacy  of  those  who  question  them;  it  is  time 
that  the  representatives  of  freemen,  "men  who 
know  their  rights  and  knowing,  dare  maintain 
them"  to  repel  such  declarations  and  to  absolve 
themselves  from  the  bondage  to  which  such  sla- 
vish doctrine  would  lead  them  and  their  country. 
In  adopting  this  course,  I  still  manifest  no  undue 
want  of  confidence  in  the  Executive,  but  I  will 
not  allow  his  talents  as  a  General,  or  his 
fame  in  the  field  to  be  placed  here  as  an  offset  to 
the  pernicious  effects  of  his  civil  career.  Nor  do 
I  acknowledge  any  responsibility  to  him,  or  to 
his  partisans  here,  for  my  course  on  this  floor.  It 
was  not  to  serve  him  or  to  register  his  will,  but  to 
represent  the  people  and  watch  over  their  inter- 
ests, that  I  have  been  sent  here.  Can  those  who 
in  this  House  yield  passive  obedience  to  all  his 
pretensions  to  power,  go  home  and  tell  their  con- 
stituents, that  the  glory  of  New  Orleans,  the 
fame  of  the  hero,  demanded  a  sacrifice  of  their  in- 
terests and  the  prostration  of  the  Constitution? 
Can  they  thus  shield  themselves  from  the  indig- 
nation of  a  free  people,  for  sacrificing  their  inter- 
ests and  tampering  with  public  liberty?  On  the 
contrary,  will  they  not  at  home.change  their  views 
and  urge  the  good  of  the  country  as  their  great 
polar  star.  I  come,  sir,  from  a  State  in  the  inte- 
rior, among  the  last  to  be  affected  by  the  foreign 
relations  of  the  country,  and  in  the  few  remarks 
I  now  submit,  I  will  not  confine  myself  to  the 
amendment  which  only  exacts  from  the  Presi- 
dent obedience  to  constitutional  enactments. 
When  I  hear  it  boldly  on  this  floor  declared  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  not  respon- 
sible to  Congress,  and  at  the  same  time,  accom- 
panied with  declarations  containing  allegations 
disreputable  to  the  representatives  of  the  people — 
then  I  feel  myself  called  upon  to  invoke  that  Con- 
stitution which  we  and  the  President  have  sworn 
to  support,  and  to  fling  back  the  foul  and  degrad- 
ing imputations.  Sir,  in  turning  my  eye  to  the 
Constitution,  I  see  it  clearly  laid  down  that  the 
President  t»  responsible  to  Congress,  and  had  it 
not  been  for  the  confidence  in  the  purity  of  his 
intentions,  probably  he  would  ere  this  be  called 
before  this  House  and  be  made  to  feel  his  respon- 
sibility. It  would  be  as  useless  for  me  to  spend 
time  in  dilating  on  the  language  of  the  Constitu- 
tion; with  which  every  member  is  familiar  as  it 
should  be  known  to  the  people  to  be  for  his  par- 
tisans here  to  drag  in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans 
and  the  United  States'  Bank  to  justify  his  va- 
rious assumptions  of  power. 

But  when  we  know  that  vacancies  have  long 
existed  at  the  courts  of  St.  Petersburgh  and  St. 
James,  that  five  months  of  the  session  have  ex- 
pired, and  no  'nominations  have  been  made  for 
the  concurrent  power  of  the  Senate  to  fill  these 
vacancies — no  effort  to  obtain  the  constitutional 
sanction  of  the  most  important  functionaries  at 
home,  and  when  we  reflect  on  the  power  here- 
tofore exercised,  there,  is  more  than  abundant 
reason  to  recommend  and  justify  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.— 
Our  foreign  relations  must  always,  more  or  less, 
operate  on  the.internal  trade  of  the  country; 


and  while  I  would  not  withhold,  or  improperly 
restrict  the  expenditure  necessary  to  sustain 
them,  I  will  not  vote  the  people's  money  to  the 
unconstitutional  discretion  of  any  President  ;Kor 
shall  I  admit  that  those  who  act  with  me  are 
guilty  of  utter  treachery  or  treason  when  they 
refuse  to  accept  charges  against  the  United 
States'  Bank,  and  the  vaunted  heroism  of  New- 
Orleans,  as  valid  reason  on  which  to  rest  his 
claims  to  a  discretionary  or  unconstitutional 
power. 

I  have  been  mistaken  in  the  lofty  bearing  of 
Gen.  Jackson's  own  mind,  if  he  would  desire 
always  to  have  his  claims  to  obedience  in  this 
House,  founded  on  the  military  glory  of  New 
Orleans;  and  be  his  desires  what  they  may  in 
that  particular,  I  shall  not  yield  to  them.  I  came 
here  to  serve  and  to  obey  the  people,  to  advance 
their  prosperity  and  to  guard  their  interests,  not 
blindly  to  register  his  dictates.  We  are  to  be  sure 
told  that  the  Constitution  is  safe  in  his  keeping. 
I  think  it  at  least  not  less  safe  when  the  people's 
representatives  shall  exact  an  observance  of  all 
its  requisitions.  Will  this  course  draw  down 
upon  me  the  denunciations  levelled  against  those 
with  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  act?  Could 
those  who  abuse  the  glory  of  New  Orleans,  by 
comparing  it  to  that  acquired  by  the  destruction 
of  trade,  of  credit,  of  confidence  and  the  happi- 
ness of  the  country — by  the  uncalled  for,  and 
lawless  war  on  the  United  States'  Bank?  Could 
they  justify  such  denunciation  when  the  beauty 
and  booty  is  wasted  and  the  glory  then  acquired, 
is  tarnished  by  the  comparison?  Could  they, 
while  they  disregard,  the  wishes  of  their  own 
constituents  and  obey  the  mandates  of  power, 
denounce  those  who  only  pursue  the  public  good, 
as  pointed  out  by  the  Constitution.  I  may  well 
ask  after  what  has  just  been  said,  how  is  it  on 
this  floor?  Are  there  not  members  who  are  de- 
nouncing another  branch  of  Congress  for  resist- 
ing Executive  encroachments,  while  they  are 
openly  misrepresenting  the  recorded  will  of  their 
own  constituents?  The  evidence  of  this  is  on 
your  table  and  is  known  to  the  world.  What 
temptation  has  a  member  here  to  disregard  the 
voice  of  his  constituents,  and  to  oppose  any  act 
of  an  administration  so  fortified  by  patronage  as 
the  present? 

Why  is  it  that  Ihe  members  of  another  branch 
of  the  legislature  are  censured  for  disobeying 
the  behests  of  party,  when  in  this  House  instan- 
ces of  disobedience  to  the  will  of  the  people 
may  be  found  to  exist?  Is  it  right  to  charge 
those  who  question  doubtful  policy  with  impro- 
per motives,  when  we  know  that  the  coffers  of 
the  nation  are  emptied  in  rewarding  those  alone 
who  acquiesce  in  the  course  of  the  Executive? 
What ,  sir,  has  become  of  the  reform,  the  econo- 
my and  rotation  in  office  promised  to  the  people  ? 
They  will  learn  by  the  enormous  amount  of 
their  money  now  annually  expended,  over  and 
above  what  was  denounced.  Is  not  a  sim- 
ple reference  te  past  promises  sufficient  to 
silence  all  such  denunciations,  and  the  pre- 
posterous and  degrading  wpics  by  which 
they  are  sustained?  It  is  not  in  the  nature 
of  things  that  all  men  should    see  alike;  it 
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is  the  nature  of  man  to  be  infallible;  why 
then  is  tacit  obedience  to  the  Executive  man- 
dates claimed  from  the  people's  representatives* 
I  will  not  say  it  is  from  a  desire  to  bring  the 

{>eople  into  bondage;  but  they  cannot  remain 
ong  free  when  their  representatives  cease  to 
be  so.  I  should  feel  myself  unworthy  of  a  seat 
in  this  House,  if  forgetting  the  functions  of  my 
station,  I  surrendered  the  dictates  of  my  judg- 
ment and  the  interests  of  the  people  whom  I 
represent  to  the  discretion  of  any  man  or  set  of 
men.  The  people  are  the  sovereign .  In  days 
of  yore  this  House  afforded  noble  examples  of 
wiidom  and  independence.  In  travelling  over 
an  extensive  country  to  take  my  seat,  I  witness- 
ed diversity  of  opinion  among  the  people  suffi- 
cient to  prevent  me  from  yielding  implicit  obe- 
dience to  executive  will,  unless  when  it  accords 
with  public  good.  And  in  this  House  surround- 
ed with  the  emblems  of  our  national  indepen- 
dence, devoted  to  constituents  whom  I  respect 
and  cheerfully  obey,  in  legislating  for  them  and 
the  union,  I  may  be  permitted  to  in  the  language 
of  the  noble  poet,  to  exclaim — 

"Who  could  walk  where  Liberty  had  been, 
nor  see, 

The  shining  footprints  of  her  deity; 

Nor  feel,  those  god-like  breathings  in  the  air 

Which  mutely  told  her  spirit  had  been  there?" 

Sir,  when  I  give  my  vote  for  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  I 
will  not  ask  the  responsibility  of  Gen.  Jackson; 
as  I  would  not  call  on  the  glory  of  New  Orleans 
to  cover  a  rag  bank  system  that  is  to  be  better 
calculated  to  ruin  the  country  than  to  advance 
the  w  ishes  of  the  heir  in  succession.  No  sir,  I 
will  leave  all  these  matters  to  be  judged  of  by 
their  own  merits  and  "by  deeds,  not  words"  to 
what  I  believe  the  good  of  the  country  and  Ihe 
preservation  of  constitutional  liberty  demand  at 
my  hands. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  E.  said  he  would  emphati- 
cally advert  to  the  condition  of  a  variety  of  sub- 
jects of  legislation  much  more  interesting  to  the 
people  at  this  moment,  than  the  matter  under 
consideration,  subjects  too  long  neglected, to  pass 
upon  others  which  are  only  of  interest  to  office 
holders.  He  adverted  to  the  bill  making  appro- 
priation for  the  National  Road  and  other  objects 
of  internal  improvement  He  lamented  that  a 
colleague  had  before  the  business  of  the  people 
had  been  leted  on,  stirred  the  subject  of  adjourn- 
ment, which  could  not  foil  to  rouse  the  anxiety 
of  all  sectional  interest  on  account  of  favorite 
measures.  The  interests  of  the  office  holders, 
Mr.  E.  thought,  should  be  the  last  attended  to. 
The  business  of  the  representatives  of  tax-paying 
people  now  distressed  by  apprehension  and  pres- 
sure, he  hoped  would  command  the  attention  of 
all;  and  let  those  who  can  appreciate  the  mea- 
sures of  the  administration,  judge  all  by  their 
"deeds  not  words," — for  these,  he  said,  are  the 
true  tests  of  worth  and  patriotism,  as  well  in 
public  life  as  in  private  life. 

Mr.  BOONE  said  he  thought  enough  had 
been  said  already  on  (this  subject,  and  the 
country  required  action,and  he  would  therefore 
move  the  "previous  question." 


Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  hoped  the  "previous  ques- 
tion" would  not  be  applied  to  an  appropriation 
bill.  He  could  assure  themjthat  nothing  would 
be  gained  by  it. 

Mr.  BOONE  said  that  if  the  gentleman 'could 
assure  him  that  the  question  would  be  taken  at 
once  he  would  willingly  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  said  he  could  only  pledge 
for  himself. 

Mr.  BOONE  refusing  to  withdraw,  a  count 
was  taken  on  seconding  the  motion  for  the  "pre- 
vious question"  by  tellers,  and  negatived — ayes 
77,  nays  82. 

Mr.  SLADE  moved  to  adjourn;  also  nega- 
tived— ayes  6,  nays  not  counted. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Davis,  by  adding  the  following  words : 
"or  unless  vacancies^n  their  appointments  hap- 
pen during  the  recess  of  the  Senate." 

Mr.  DAVIS  consented  to  accept  this  as  a 
modification  of  his  own  amendment.  Mr.  D. 
then  said  he  wished  to  have  asked  for  an 
explanation  of  the  honorable  member  from  N. 
Carolina,  as  to  the  words  "base  calumniator," 
but  not  observing  that  gentleman  in  his  place, 
Mr.  D.  had  then  nothing  more  to  say. 

Mr.  WISE  said  that  in  the  absence  of  his  hon. 
friend,  from  N.  C.  he  would  take  upon  himself 
to  say  that  that  gentleman  could  have  intended 
nothing  personal  in  his  remarks. 

Mr.  PEYTON  had  thought  the  matter  had 
been  explained  in  private  conversation.  He 
was  quite  sure  that  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  had  not  intended  to  apply  any  thing 
personal  towards  the  hon.  member  from  South 
Carolina. 

Mr.  BYNUM  appearing  in  his  seat,  said  he 
was  then  ready  to  explain  any  thing  he  might 
have  said. 

Mr  W.  R.  DAVIS  would  then  ask  the  hon. 
member  if  he  meant  to  apply  the  words  "base 
calumniator"  to  him  (Mr.D.)  individually,  or 
with  the  party  with  which  he  was  supposed  to 
act? 

Mr.  BYNUM  replied,  his  intention  was  to 
apply  them  to  the  party,  not  to  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  or  to  any  other 
individual.  He  meant  no  personal  disrespect 
whatever. 

The  conversation  here  dropped. 

Mr.  SELDEN  said  he  had  objections  to  tha 
word  "happen"  in  the  modification  proposed  by 
the  gentlemen  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wise)  since 
it  was  liable  to  more  interpretations  than  one. 
He  would  suggest  the  word  "arise,"  instead  of 
the  word  "happen.'' 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  thought  the  meaning  of 
the  term  "happen"  had  been  finally  settled  in  a 
celebrated  discussion  on  this  very  matter  by  one 
of  the  ablest  men  in  Virginia  then  in  the  Senate 
(Mr.  Tyler.)  He  thorght  the  original  word  bet- 
ter, and  could  not  utlopt  the  suggestion  of  the 
gentleman  from  N.  York, 

The  question  was  then  taken,  by  ayes  and 
noes  on  Mr.  Foot's  amendment,  and  decided 
in  the  negative,  ayes,  68,  noes  122.  So  the 
amendment  was  rejected.  , 

Mr.  FOSTER  mov«d  an  amendment;  an" 
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Mr.  COULTER  said  that  the  House  having 
been  already  more  than  nine  hours  in  session, 
he  felt  himself  called  upon  to  move  an  adjourn- 
ment. 

The  motion  was  negatived:  ayes,  45 — noes 
not  counted. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  S.C.,  move  a  call  of  the  House: 

Mr.  GAMBLE  made  a  renewed  motion  for  an 
adjournment;  but  it  it  was  negatived:  ayes  45, 
noes  96. 

The  bill  was  then  proceeded  in  clause  by 
clause. 

Mr.  POLK  moved  that  the  bill  be  ordered  for 
engrossment  for  a  third  reading1. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  renewed  the  motion  made  by 
him  in  lieu  of  the  whole  to  strike  out  the  clause 
appropriating  $3 1,000  for  extra  clerk  hire  in  the 
Post  Office  Department.  That  department,  it 
appeared,  was  in  debt  $1,089,000.  He  moved 
to  6trike  out  the  item. 

Mr.  CONNOR  replied  to  Mr.  Lincoln,  and 
stated  that  the  department  was  not  in  debt  more 
than  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  beyond  its 
available  funds. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Mr.  WILDE 
and  Mr.  PEARCE. 

The  question  was  loudly  called  for. 

Mr.  McKAY  and  Mr.  BATES  made  a  few 
remarks. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  asked  a  question  as  to  the 
number  of  regular  clerks,  and  those  who  are 
extra  ones. 

Mr.  CONNOR  referred  him  to  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  the 
information. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  asked  how  it 
was  that  this  sum  for  extra  clerk  hire  was  deem- 
ed requisite,  and  by  what  authority  these  extra 
clerks  had  been  employed'. 

Mr.  CONNOR  quoted  a  case,  in  which  a  grant 
of  money  had  been  applied  for  and  given  by 
Congress  when  the  department  was  under  the 
administration  of  Mr.  McLean. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  rejoined.  An  exigency 
might  have  occurred  then,but  that  does  not  form 
a  precedent  for  all  descriptions  of  abuses.  Mr. 
W.  entered  into  a  narrative  of  the  abuses  to 
which  he  referred,  and  in  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks, entered  into  a  statement  in  illustration 
of  the  present  condition,  in  point  of  debt,  of  the 
Post  Office  establishment. 

Mr.  D.  J.  PEARCE  defended  the  appoint- 
ment  of  extra  clerks  from  the  increase  of  busi- 
ness in  the  Post  Office,  and  said  that  the  report 
of  the  [investigating  committee  of  the  other 
branch  of  the  legislature  would  amply  vindicate 
the  department  from  the  charges  brought  a- 
gainst  it.  It  had  been  stated  that  the  department 
is  in  debt  $1,080,000;  and  yet  the  Postmaster 
General  had  expressly  said  that  he  needed  only 
a  sum  of  about  $400,000  from  Congress. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  a  proviso  to  the  effect 
of  discountenancing  the  practice  of  employing 
extra  or  temporary  clerks  after  the  present  year 
unless  provided  for  by  Congress. 

Mr.  WILDE  and  Mr.  REED  shortly  replied 
to  Mr.  Pearce. 

Mr.  HAWES  rejoined  to  Mr.  Wilde,  and 


called  upon  Mr.  W.  to  state  on  what  authority 
he  had  affirmed  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  had  said  he  wished  all  who  traded  on 
borrowed  capital  might  be  swept  from  the  land. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  WILDE  moved  the  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  an  adjournment. 

When  there  appeared,  ayes  34,  nays  81,  and 
no  quorum  voting. 

The  motion  was  then  taken  by  ayes  and  nays, 
and  decided  in  the  negative:  ayes  48,  nays  98. 

The  question  then  occurred  on  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  WILDE  requested  the  honorable  mover 
(Mr.  C.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee)  to  withdraw 
the  motion.  Mr.Hv.  said  it  had  been  his  inten- 
tion, in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  have 
proposed  an  amendment,  but  he  had  withdrawn 
it  from  a  suggestion  of  the  hon.  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  that  it  might  be 
offered  in  the  House,  and  the  requisite  informa- 
tion would  be  given. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  refusing  to  withdraw, 
there  appeared,  on  a  count,  ayes  76,  nays  34, 
on  seconding  the  previous  question.  No  quo- 
rum voting,  a  second  count  was  taken ,  when 
there  appearing  ayes  78,  nays  33;  and  still  no 
quorum  voting, 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  withdrew  the  motion  for 
the  "previous  question.'' 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Lost:  ayes  12,  nays  95;  still  no  quorum  vot- 
ing. 

Mr.  WILDE  then  briefly  replied  to  Mr. 
Hawes,  and  said  that  the  statement  referred  to 
by  him,  was  made  en  the  authority  of  the  high- 
ly respectable  committee  from  Philadelphia, 
who  had  had  an  interview  with  the  President, 
and  whose  report  had  been  published  with  their 
names  attached.  Mr.  W.  also  referred  to  the 
report  of  the  Baltimore  committee,  and  the  de- 
claration respecting  it,  by  one  of  'he  honorable 
members  from  Baltimore,  (Mr.  Heath  ) 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  made  a  brief  explana- 
tion. He  had  made  no  charge  against  either 
the  Postmaster  General,  or  the  general  body  of 
clerks  in  that  Department. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  ayes  and 
nays,  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  and 
rejected :  ayes  56,  nays  96. 

Mr.  WILDE  moved  to  strike  out^Jne  clause 
for  $4500  for  the  expenses  of  an  agent  to  Ha- 
vana, to  procure  the  archives  of  Florida.  Our 
consular  agent  there  ought  to  be  considered  as 
competent  for  the  performance  of  these  duties. 

Mr.  POLK  referred  to  the  importance  of  this 
question  to  the  United  States.  A  vast  amount 
of  public  property  was  involved  in  the  decision 
which  might  be  made  upon  this  subject,  in  ascer- 
taining the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
grants  of  lands  made  by  the  Spanish  crown 
before  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United  States. 
Mr.  WILDE  stated  that  his  objections  were 
mainly  to  the  creation  of  these  new  offices. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  McKay  aad 
Polk  in  reply,  the  question  was  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays.     The  vote  was — yeas  69,  nays  91. 
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60  the  amendment  Was  negatived. 

An  unavailing  motion  was  made  for  an  ad- 
journment. 

Mr.  McKAY  then  submitted  his  provision  for- 
merly alluded  to. 

Mr.  HARDIN  designated  it  as  a  mere  moral 
lecture  on  an  abstract  question,  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  clerks  proper  to  be  employed. 

Mr.  CONNER  replied,  but  in  a  tone  inaudi- 
ble to  the  reporter. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

And  tho  House  adjourned  shortly  before  one 
o'clock  on  Saturday  morning,  after  a  session  of 
nearly  fourteen  hours. 

SENATE. 
Mondat,  May  12,  1834. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  Unietd  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  Secre- 
tary. 

The  General  Appropriation  Bill,  for  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government,  for 
1S34,  was  reported  from  the  House. 

It  was  also  announced  that  the  House  had  a- 
greed  to  the  amendments  made  by  the  Senate  in 
the  Army  Appropriation  Bill  for  1834. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  die  memorial  of 
1400  citizens  of  Rochester,  New  York,  which, 
though  twenty  years  ago  an  entire  wilderness, 
is  now  a  considerable  and  flourishing  city,  in  the 
centre  of  a  great  wheat  country,  and  on  the  Gen- 
nessee  river,  at  a  point  where  a  great  water  fall 
furnishes  facilities  for  manufacturing  to  a  great 
extent.  The  memorialists  complained  that  the 
banks  could  not  afford  them  their  usual  facilities, 
and  that  there  was  no  demand  for  their  products 
The  memorial  was  signed  without  distinction  of 
party,  by  men  of  different  political  opinions,  and 
they  sincerely  hoped  that  Congress  would  be- 
lieve them,  when  they  said  that  this  position  of 
the  country  was  exceedingly  distressed. 

Mr.  "WEBSTER  also  presented  a  very  numer- 
ously sigued  meaaorial  from  citizens  of  Mifflin 
county,  Pa.  to  the  same  eftect  as  the  preceding, 
pointing  out  the  very  evils  which  the  present 
state  of  things  had  producod.  The  memorialists 
state,  that  the  county  of  Mifflin  is  a  great  iron 
producing  county;  that  this  and  their  other  pro- 
ducts during  the  past  year  amounted  to  $500,0*00, 
but  that  during  the  present  year,  by  the  mere 
reduction  of  price,  they  had  lost  $100,000.  They 
said  they  were  not  in  the  habit  of  inquiring  into 
political  affairs,  and  desired  nothing  of  Govern- 
ment hut  good  laws.  The  memorial  was  signed 
by  persons  of  all  descriptions,  and  Mr.  W.  had  a 
letter  from  the  vcr^respectablc  committee  which 
stated,  that  such  was  the  conviction  of  the  ncces- 
sity|of  relief  from  Government,  that  more  than! 
two-thirds  of  the  citizens  were  desirous  that  it 
should  be  obtained.  They  also  ascribed  the  ex- 
isting evils  almost  entirely  to  the  measures  of  the 
Executive. 

Mr.  McKEAN,  after  asking  for,  and  having 
heard  the  names  of  the  committec,said  they  *ere 
all  respectable. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  another  memorial, 
of  the  same  character,  from  citizens  of  Detroit, 


Michigan,  who  stated,  that  though  they  were 
distant  from  the  Atlantic  coast,  they  suffered 
as  much  as  any  other  portions  of  the  coun- 
try, chiefly  by  the  destruction  of  trade,  and  the 
embarrassments  of  exchange. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
same  description,  from  citizens  of  Chester  coun- 
ty, Pa. 

Also,  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  citizens 
of  Cumberland  county,  Pa.,  on  the  same  subject, 
and  of  the  same  character,  who,  Mr.  McK.  said, 
were  respectable. 

Also,  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  citizens 
of  Luzerne  county,  Pa.  approving  the  conduct  of 
the  Executive  in  relation  to  the  bank  and  the 
deposites. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  memorial  of  698 
citizens  of  the  county  of  Warren,  New  York. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  810  citizens  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Schenectady,  New  York;  both  of  them  in 
favor  of  Gen.  Jackson. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  also  presented  the  proceedings 
of  a  meeting,  and  the  memorial  of  1,796  citizens 
of  Livingston  county,  N.Y.  ascribing  the  present 
distress  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and 
praying  Congress  to  restore  them,  and  re- 
chartcr  the  bank. 

All  these  documents  were  ordered  to  take  the 
usual  course,  and  the  signatures  of  those. offered 
by  Mr.  Wehstek  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  fpresented  thej  petition  of 
John  T.  Towers,  of  Washington,  city  praying 
compensation  for  services  during  the  prevalence 
of  the  cholera;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,on  the  bill  authorizing  the  relin- 
quishment of  the  lGth  section,  for  the  support  of 
schools,  and  the  selection  of  other  lands  in  lieu 
thereof,reported  the  bill  with  several  amendments, 
which,  with  the  bill,  after  ha'ing  been  read 
twice,  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  made  the  or- 
der of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  land 
for  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and  olive. 

Mr.  TOMLESTSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  other  House,  relative  to  the  granting  of  pen- 
sions, reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  BELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 

reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of Fleming, 

without  amendment.  Also,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary ,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Amy;  which  was  read  a  second  time.  Also, 
from  the  same  Committee,  a  bill  authorizing  the 
issuing  of  a  patent  to Ogden. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  rela- 
tive to  the  settlement  of  the  northern  boundary 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EWING,  the  bill  was  laid 
on  the  table,  and  1000  extra  copies  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  TYLER,from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  a  bill  without  amendment,  for  the  re- 
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lief  of  the  crew  of  the  brig  Sarah  George.  Bill 
read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  WEBSTER,  from  the  same  Committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bald- 
win. 


Mr.  TALLMADGE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Michael  Hogan,  which  was  read  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  from  the  Committee  on  En- 
grossed Bills,  reported  several  bills  as  correct- 
ly engrossed. 

Mr.  BENTON,  asked  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Col.  A.  R.  Woolley,  which 
was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to 
equalise  the  representation  in  Florida,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

GENERAL  ORDER. 

The  General  Appropriation  Bill  was  then 
taken  up,  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  WEB- 
STER, referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju 
diciary. 

ENGROSSED    BILLS. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  then  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jeremiah  Smith 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Coleman  Fisher,  of 
Philadelphia. 

An  act  for  the  better  regulation  of  criminals 
sentenced  by  the  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
who  may  be  confined  in  the  prisons  of  the 
States. 

An  act  for  the  adjudication  of  land  in  Louis- 
iana. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  two  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-five  Polish  exiles. 

Upon  the  passage  of  this  last  Bill,  Mr. 
WAGGONER  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  being  ordered.  The  yeas  were  25 — 
nays  14. 

SPECIAL  ORDER. 

The  Special  Order  was  then  announced  by 
the  CHAIR,  being  a  bill  to  enable  the  Territory 
of  Arkansas  to  form  a  State  Government. 

Mr.  BELL,  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  on  the 
table,  but  withdrew  hia  motion  at  the  request 
of 

Mr.  TIPTON,  who  hoped  the  bill  might  not 
be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  moved  that  it  might 
be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Friday. 

Mr.  BELL  said,  he  had  not  withdrawn  his 
motion  for  the  purpose  of  making  room  for  ano- 
ther. He  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  upon  the 
table,  and  called  for  the  ayes  and  nays  on  the 
question;  which  were  ordered — ayes  22 ,  nays 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POINDEXTER,  the  re- 
port  of  the  Special  Committee  on  the  election 
of  a  Rhode  Island  Senator,  was  taken  up,  and 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Wkiqht,  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Mon- 
day next,  on  account  of  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Potter. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BIBB,  certain  amendments 
which  he  some  time  ago  proposed  to  the  Con- 


stitution of  the  United  States,  were  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  next. 

The  unfavorable  reports  from  the  Committee 
of  Claims  and  the  Committee  on  Commerce,on 
the  petitions  of  Samuel  Hardesty  ard  Isaac 
Collier,  owners  of  the  schooner  Fair  Lady, 
were  severally  taken  up  and  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAYTON,  the  report  o 
the  Judiciary  Committee  on  the  Pension  Fund, 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  recalled  to  the  minds  of  the 
Senate,  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  the 
views  which  the  report  had  taken  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  urged  the  propriety  of  adopting  the 
report  and  the  annexed  resolution,  disclaiming 
the  right  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
deposite  money  in  other  places  than  a  branch 
of  the  United  States  Bank,  in  places  where 
such  a  bank  is  located. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: "  Except  when  authorized  to  do  so  by 
special  act  of  Congress." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  WRIGHT  said,  he  had  not  prepared 
himself  for  the  discussion  of  this  question;  he 
had  forgotten  certain  notes,  without  which  he 
could  not  speak  upon  the  subject;  he  would, 
therefore,  ask  the  honorable  Chairman  of  the 
committee  to  postpone  the  matter  until  to-mor- 
row. 
Mr.  CLAYTON  had  no  objection. 

SPECIAL  ORDERS. 
The  report  of  the  Library  Committee,  rela- 
t  vc  <o  the  bronze  statue  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  pre- 
sented by  Lieut.  U.  Levy,  was  taken  up.  The 
report  recommended  that  the  statue  should  be 
placed  in  the  centre  of  the  square  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  the  Capital,  and  that  a  letter  of 
acknowledgment  should  be  forwarded  to  Lt. 
Levy,  said  letter  to  be  recorded  on  the  jour- 
nal of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  relative  to  the  printing  of  A- 
merican  State  papers,  by  Messrs.  Gales  &  Sea- 
ton,  then  came  up. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  said  it  would  be  re- 
collected, that  when  a  resolution  of  this  kind 
was  brought  forward,  the  other  day,  by  most 
honorable  Senators  who  advocated  it,  disclaim- 
ed any  intention  of  having  the  work  printed  for 
themselves;  but  recommended  its  distribution 
among  tbc  people  of  the  United  States.  If  he 
(Mr.  K.)  understood  this  resolution  rightly,the 
question  was  again  put  to  the  Senate,  whether 
they  would  purchase  a  valuable  property  for 
distribution  among  this  body'  He  should  move 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  for  the  ba- 
lance of  the  session. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  laid  the  work  in 
question  was  in  course  of  publication  in  conse- 
quence of  a  resolution  which  had  passed  last 
session.  The  subject  was  one  of  which  much 
might  be  made ;  it  might  be  rendered  very  odi- 
ous by  the  assertion  that  Senators  were  appropria- 
ting the  public  funds  to  their  own  use.  This, 
however,  was  not  the  spirit  or  the  principle  by 
which  the  Senate  was  actuated  :  he  trusted  they 
were  above  such  pitiful  influences.  The  matter 
of  the  work  in  question,  constituted^  fund  of  the 
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most  valuable  political  information  which  it  was 
possible  to  possess,  and  which  it  was  important 
should  be  diffused  throughout  the  country.  The 
work  could  not  be  published  in  the  ordinary  way; 
no  publisher  could  undertake  it  on  the  usual 
grounds.  Congress  had  therefore  at  the  last  ses- 
sion ordered  a  number  of  copies  to  be  printed, 
and  to  be  supplied  to  members  as  the  best  means 
of  circulating  the  information  the  book  contain- 
ed. 

That  mode  was  adopted.  It  was  a  work  re- 
quiring vast  expense — the  value  of  paper  and 
binding  alone  would  terrify  any  publisher.  It 
could  not  be  published  by  an  individual.  There 
were  copies  of  the  work  left  on  hand,  some  of 
which  it  was  wished  to  purchase  for  the  accom- 
modation of  those  members  who  had  not  receiv- 
ed copies.  Was  it  to  be  tolerated,  that  any  mem- 
ber on  that  floor  should  be  deterred  by  the  paltry 
consideration  that  he  was  voting  to  himself  a 
copy?  It  was  for  no  such  purpose.  It  was  for 
a  national  purpose,  and  ought  to  go  before  the 
people. 

On  a  subject  giving  such  extensive  and  useful 
information,  and  bringing  it  down  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  no  better  mode  could  be  de- 
vised for  the  circulation  of  the  work,  than  that  of 
giving  it  to  members  of  Congress,  through  whom 
it  came  to  be  perused  by  the  constituents  of 
each,  and  thus  the  information  was  disseminated 
throughout  the  whole  country.  For  the  histori- 
cal and  congressional  information  which  it  con- 
veyed, was  worth  all  that  was  given  for  it.  He 
hoped  that  the  fact  which  occurred  in  former 
years,  of  a  gentleman  who  had  been  a  member 
of  Congress,  selling  books  which  had  been  voted 
to  him,  when  he  was  impelled  to  the  act  by 
sheer  necessity,  and  which  seemed,  on  a  former 
occasion,  to  have  prejudiced  the  mind  of  the  hon. 
Senator  from  Georgia,  would  not  still  operate 
upon  him.  He  hoped  the  resolution  would  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  said  it  was  a  principle 
on  which  he  had  never  acted,  or  would  act,  as 
long  as  he  had  a  seat  on  that  floor.  He  did  not 
wish  to  be  considered  as  making  too  much  of 
what  was  thought  by  other  gentlemen  but  little; 
but  no  fact  had  tended  so  much  to  shake  his 
confidence  in  the  duration  of  the  Government  as 
this  simple  fact.  It  was  not  the  amount  that 
was  to  him  the  objection;  but  the  principle.  In- 
ternal improvements,  the  bank,  and  other  mea- 
sures, had  good  and  substantial  arguments  in 
their  support ;  but  for  this  measure,  with  all  due 
deference  to  the  hon.  Senator  who  supported  it, 
there  were  no  reasons — no  arguments.  He  had 
heard  no  other  reason  urged  than  that  it  was  a 
literary  Work,  calculated  to  spread  information. 

Was  that  an  argument?  It  amounted  to  this 
— that  «very  literary  work  which  was  not  sanc- 
•  tioned  by  the  public  might  be  patronized  by 
Congress.  How?  By  purchasing  the  work 
and  distributiug  it  among  the  Members  of  Con- 
gress. If  the  work  was  worthy  of  patronage 
the  public  would  do  it  He  denied  the  general 
proposition.  If  the  work  was  not  printed  and 
circulated  at  the  public  expense,  it  would  not 
be  printed  and  circulated  at  all.      Were  not 


members  of  Congress  able  to  purchase  books 
with  their  own  funds.  If  the  books  were  valua- 
ble they  would  do  so.  If  they  wanted  the 
work  and  did  not  purchase  it,  must  it  be  fur- 
nished at  the  public  expense?  This  seemed  to 
him  to  be  a  proof  that  the  motive  was  a  selfish 
one. 

Mr.  K.  here  went  into  a  comparison  of  large 
and  small  robbers;  and  noticed  Robert  Cartouch, 
who  robbed  upon  a  large  scale,  and  distributed 
the  spoils  among  his  followers.  He  was  a  brave 
fellow;  and  he,  Mr.  K.,  if  he  must  rob,  would 
go  upon  a  large  scale.  He  would  rummage  all 
the  book  stores  in  the  United  States,  and  give 
copies  of  the  books  to  each  member  of  Con- 
gress; they  might  dispose  of  them  again,  by 
auction  or  as  they  could;  and  then  Congress 
might  buy  them  again.  If  this  would  not  ex- 
haust the  deposites,  go  it  again.  If  Members 
of  Congress  were  to  have  books  for  the  purpose 
of  circulating  information  through  the  United 
States,  why  not  give  a  copy  to  every  man?  I» 
would  be  the  same  principle — they  should  do 
it.  He  was  free  to  acquit  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor of  any  interested  motive;  bat  the  principle 
was  radically  wrong. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  denied  having  cha- 
racterized the  book  as  a  literary  work.  It  was 
a  political  work,  connected  with  the  documen- 
tal .history  of  the  United  States.  The  ques- 
tion was,  whether  the  Congress  had  not  autho- 
rity to  publish  Executive  proceedings.  He  did 
not  suppose  that  the  gentleman  opposed  the 
measure  upon  constitutional  principles;  but, 
as  he  did,  he  would  give  him  a  little  of  the  Con- 
stitution on  the  point.  Here  Mr.  F.  read  that 
clause  in  the  Constitution  which  says  that  each 
House  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings, 
and  publish  it.  The  publication  in  question  was 
such  a  publication.  It  was  intended  to  give  infor- 
mation to  the  whole  country,  and  ought  to  be 
first  served  to  members  of  Congress.  Publica- 
tions of  that  description  were  tools  which  mem- 
bers of  Congress  could  not  do  without.  He  was 
sorry  the  gentleman  should  compare  this  with 
the  acts  of  Bonaparte.  Was  it  come  to  this, that 
the  foundation  of  the  Government  should  be 
shaken  by  the  publication  of  such  works  as 
these? 

Mr.  EVV1NG  complained  of  what  he  had  said 
on  a  former  debate  on  this  subject  having  been 
misrepresented  in  the  Globe  newspaper. 

Mr.  EWING  here  repeated  the  principle 
which  he  had  expressed  on  a  former  occasion, 
and  by  which  he  should  be  governed,  that  he 
would  not  vote  to  print  any  paper  or  book  which 
could  be  purchased  in  the  market;  but  when 
they  were  necessary  for  legislation,  and  could 
not  so  be  purchased,  he  would  vote  for  printing 
them.  He  considered  the  work  in  question  as 
coming  under  this  description,  and  said  he 
should  have  voted  for  printing  it,  if  he  had  been 
present  when  the  vote  was  taken.  This  work 
was  now  in  a  course  of  publication,  by  order  of 
Congress,  and  he  did  not  think  it  correct  to  bur- 
den new  Senators  with  the  expense  of  purchas- 
ing them  when  other  Senators  were  supplied 
under  that  order. 
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Mr.  KING  fully  acquiesced  in  the  general 
principle  laid  down  by  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  question,  but  he  denied  its  applica- 
tion in  the  present  case.  He  conceded  that  the 
work  was  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  legisla- 
tion, but  he  argued  that  all  such  books  should  be 
left  in  the  keeping  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
for  the  use  of  the  future  members.  He  said  the 
*  object  of  the  resolution  was  in  point  of  fact  fre- 
quently defeated,  as  the  present  work  would  be 
sent  to  Senators,  as  individuals,  years  after  they 
had  vacated  their  seats. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
was  now  tried,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  King  then  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution : 

"That  the  said  copies  shall  be  left  in  charge 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  for  the  use  of  the 
Senators  for  the  time  being." 

Mr.  E  WING  opposed  the  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  upon  the 
resolution,  which  prevailed,  and  it  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled,  as  usual,  at  eleven 
o'clock. 

The  memorial  of  citizens  of  Savannah,  in  the 
State  of  Georgia,  opposing  a  restoration  of  the 
deposites  of  thejjpublic  money  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  presented  on  the  28th  of  April., 
ultimo;  the  consideration  of  which  was  postpon- 
ed until  this  day,  was  called  up,  and, 

On  motion, 

The  consideration  thereof,  was  further  post- 
poned until  Monday  next,  the  19th  instant. 

The  memorials  of  farmers,  mechanics,  mer- 
chants, and  other  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Ontario,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  praying  for 
the  adoption  of  measures  to  release  the  country 
from  the  prevailing  distress  occasioned  by  the 
delay  in  its  monetary  concerns,  presented  on  the 
5th  instant,  the  consideration  of  which  was  post- 
poned until  this  day,  was  called  up,  and, 

On  motion, 

The  consideration  thereof  was  further  post- 
poned until  Monday  next,  the  19th  instant. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  POLK, 
that  the  rule  which  prescribes  that  after  the  first 
thirty  days  of  the  session,  petitions  shall  not  be 
received  except  on  the  first  day  of  the  meeting 
of  the  House  on  each}  week  be  suspended;  and 
that  the  bill  (No.  ^53)  entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  ex- 
penses of  Government  for  the  year  1834,"  be 
now  read  a  third  time . 

And  the  question  being  put, 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative ,  two-thirds  vo- 
ting therefor. 

The  engrossed  bill  (No.  283)  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  di- 
plomatic expenses  of  Government  for  the  year 
1834,"  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate  in  the  said  bill. 

By  consent  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  (No.  246)  entitled  "  An  act  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  the  army  of  the 


United  States  for  the  year  1834;"  was  read,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

And  the  House  then,  by  consent,  resolved  it- 
self into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
the  state  of  the  Union;  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Speaker  resumed  the  Chair, 
and  Mr.  Briggs  reported  the  concurrence  of 
the  committee  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate 
to  the  said  bill,  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  1834. 

The  said  amendment  was  then  again  read  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  acquaint  the  Senate 
therewith. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  (No.  79)  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  continuation  and  repair  of  the 
Cumberland  road?"  was  read  the  first  and  se- 
cond time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  by  consent,  moved  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  viz: 

Resolved,  Thatithe  Secretary  of  War  be  requir- 
ed tofurnish  this  House  with  the  report  ot  the 
officer  of  the  corps  of  engineers;  who,  as  it  ap- 
pears from  the  annual  report  of  the  Chief  Engi- 
neer, was  instructed  to  make  an  inspection  of 
the  Cumberland  road  and  its  concerns  in  Illinois 
during  the  year  1833. 

The  House,  by  consent,  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  said  resolution,  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Utica, 
in  the  county  of  Oneida,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  in  favor  of  a  restoration  of  the  deposit^ 
of  the  public  money  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States;  and  of  a  renewal  of  |the  charter  of  said 
bank;  which  memorial  was  presented  on  the 
5th  instant. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  resolution  mov- 
ed by  Mr.  SELDEN,  on  the  5th  instant,  which 
he  modified  to  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  memorial  of  the  citizens 
of  the  county  of  Oneida,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  be  referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of 
one  member  from  each  State  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  reporting  by  bill  a  plan  for  a  safe 
and  uniform  currency  under  authority  of  the 
United  States.  v 

Mr.  PLUMMER  said  he  was  opposed  to  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  ;  but  before  he  pro- 
ceeded to  present  his  views  of  the  subject  un- 
der consideratoin,  he  begged  the  indulgence  of 
the  House  while  he  did  an  act  of  justice  by  cor- 
recting the  report  of  a  speech  published  in  the 
National  Intelligencer,  of  the  10th  ultimo,  which 
purported  to  have  been  delivered  by  his  col- 
league (Mr.  Cage,)  in  reply  to  a  few  remarks 
of  his  on  the  motion  to  commit  the  Natchez 
resolutions.  This  was  the  first  opportunity  h§ 
had  had  of  obtaining  the  floor  since  the  publi- 
cation of  the  speech  referred  to.  He  did  not 
wish  to  violate  the  rules  of  the  House,  and  there- 
fore asked  special  permission. 

Objection  being  made,  leave  was  granted,  on 
motion ,  by  a  vote  of  the  House. 
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Mr.  V.  then  thanked  the  House  for  their  kindltefchaving  promised  thus  much,  he  considered 


indulgence,  and  said  he  did  not  know  who  wa 


;IUer  h; 
slit  Wis 


duly  to  his  colleague  as  well  as  to  himself 


responsible  for  the  speech,  but  let  the  respon-  that  he  should  point  out  the  particular  misre- 
sibilitv  fall  wherever  it  rcught,  it  was  due  to  presentations  contained  in  the  paper  to  which 
himself,  and  trflt  good  name,  fame,  and  reputa-  he  referred — for,  he  said,  he  was  certain  that 
tion  winch  he  prized  above  all  price,  that  hejhis  colleague  did  not  desire  to  have  fdsehood^ 

promulgated  to  the  world  in  connexion  with  his 
name  !  He  proposed  to  read  such  portions  of 
the  published  speech  as  were  not  delivered  in 
that  thai],  but  which  had  been  concocted  by 
some  one  since  the  publiciiion  of  his  remarks 
to  which  they  purported  to  be  in  reply. 

Mr.  PLUMMER,  then  read  from  Mr.  Cage's 
speech:         « 

"Mr.  C.  resumed.  1  did  not  hear  the  com- 
mencement of*  the  gentleman's  speech  this 
morning,  not  being  in  my  seat  when  he  began 
it;  but  the  first  sounds  which  fell  upon  my  ear, 
after  1  was  so  fortunate  as  to  reach  my  seat,  was 
a  most  deserving  eulogy  upon  the  characters  of 
the  gentlemen  constituting  the  committee  which 
reported  the  resolutions  adopted  at  the  meeting 
of  the  citizens  of  Natchez.  He  accorded  to 
these  gentlemen,  honor,  worth,  and  respecta- 
bility. He  placed  them  in  an  attitude  that  could 
not  fail  to  be  most  gratifying  to  their  warmest 
friends.  It  was  at  least  so  to  me.  I  thought 
his  eulogy  creditable  to  his  head  and  his  heart. 
But,  alas!  how  short  and  evanescent  are  the 
honors  of  this  world!  These  gentlemen  were 
not  long  permitted  to  enjoy  this  enviable  place 
in  the  minds  of  the  listeners  to  the  speech  of  my 
honorable  colleague.  After  besmearing  them, 
he  commences  by  telling  the  House,  that,  among 


bhould  be  permitted  lo  pronounce  it  as  being 
one  of  the  most  barefaced  impositions  ever 
practised  by  the  conductors  of  a  public  journal 
professing  to  give  to  the  public  the  substance 
of  a  speech  delivered  on  that  Boor.  He  did 
not  think  the  very  respectable  editors  of  that 
paper,  for  whom  he  had  a  high  regard,  capable 
of  so  great  a  misrepresentation  of  facts.  The 
speech  of  his  colleague,  as  delivered  by  him, 
he  found  no  fault  with.  He  sat  near  to  him, 
and  heard  every  word  he  uttered.  He  said  no- 
thing which,  in  his  opinion,  calltd  upon  him  for 
a  reply.  He  did  not,  said  Mr.  P.,  contradict  an 
assertion  that  he  (Mr.  P.)  made.  He  made  no 
allusions  of  a  personal  character  calculated  to 
wound  his  (Mr.  P.'s)  feelings.  That  which 
purports  to  be  a  report  of  his  speech,  published 
in  tne  Intelligencer,  contains,  said  Mr.  P.,  insi- 
nuations of  a  low  and  contemptible  character, 
which  he  there  took  occasion  to  repel,  ^d 
throw  back  to  the  vulgar  and  grovelling  source 
from  whence  they  originated,  as  unworthy  of 
notice;  and  it  contained  fabricated  statements 
which  he  pronounced  to  be  false.  He  had  too 
high  an  opinion  of  his  friend  Stansbury  to  be- 
lieve him  capable  of  bo  base  an  act  as  to  dress 
up  the  speech  of  a  member,  spiced  with  per- 
sonal allusions  towards  any  gentleman  on  that 
floor  which  were  never  uttered  in  the  House. 


He  had  too  high  a  regard  for  his  character  as  a  the  honorable  and  high  minded  men,  he  could 
reporter.  He,  therefore,  held  the  editors  re-  discover  among  them  the  name  of  but  one  man 
sponsible  for  the  tissue  of  falsehoods  which  itjwho  was  not  now,  and  who  had  at  all  times  past, 


contained.  He  disliked,  he  said,  to  trouble  the 
House  with  things  of  that  nature,  but  it  was  evi- 
dent to  every  one,  that  the  object  of  the  pro- 
duction was  to  injure  him  in  the  estimation  of 
those  whom  he  had  the  honor  of  represent 


been  decidedly  opposed  to  the  present  Chief 
Magistrate  and  his  administration.  He  proceed- 
ed to  tell  the  House  that  these  gentlemen,  and 
all  others  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  who  are 
opposed  to  the  President,  are  the  federalists  of 


ng.  It  was  his  only  means  of  defence.  Ifthej'98,  of  alien  and  sedition  law  memory — the 
speech  had  been  delivered  on  that  floor  at  a  anti-war  party  of  Hartford  Convention  memory, 
time  when  he  was  present,  as  it  purported  to  Sir,  said  MjlC.,  whatever  may  be  the  faults 
have  been,  he  should  have  responded  to  it  at  and I  foibles  dPthe  people  of  Mississippi,  or  any 


the  time.  If  his  colleague  had  been  u  little 
personal  in  the  heat  of  debate,  it  might  have 
been,  under  the  circumstances,  somewhat  par- 
donable. If  he  had,  by  any  happy  hits  of  wit, 
turned  his  remarks  into  ridicule,  he  should 
have  been  the  last  man  to  have  complained.  If 
he  had  been  a  little  satirical  or  sarcastic  in  his 
remarks,  and  he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  re- 
plying, we  would  have  been  satisfied,  even 
though  he  had  failed  to  retort  with  success. 
Every  gentleman,  he  said,  was  welcome  to  all 
the  advantage  he  can  gain  over  him  in  fair  de- 
bate. But  when  a  cowardly,  midnight,  politi- 
cal assassin  undertook  to  stab  his  reputation  in 
the  dark,  (although  his  poinard  might  not  have 
pierced  him,)  by  manufacturing  for  home  con- 
sumption,  out  of  the  House,  falsehoods  and  mis- 
representations, purporting  to  have  been  deli- 
vered to  his  face,  in  open  uay,  on  that  floor,  he 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  hold  him  up  to  the  scorn 
and  contempt  of  the  House  and  the  world.  Al 


portion  of  them,  in  the  opinion  of  the  gentle- 
man, they  are,  in  my  estimation ,  the  last  peo- 
ple on  the  earth  obnoxious  to  the  charge  the 
gentleman  has  thought  proper  to  bring  against 
them  on  this  occasion.  1  know  no  man,  of  any 
party  or  politics,  who,  if  he  were  not  a  partici- 
pator in  the  scenes  of  the  last  war,  did  not  re- 
joice at  our  victories  and  mourn  over  our  defeats; 
whose  political  differences  were  not  merged  in 
the  intense  anxiety  which  he  felt  in  the  com- 
mon cause.  Yet,  sir,  one  of  the  representatives 
of  such  a  people  has  been  induced  to  charge 
them,  for  reasons  and  under  circumstances  best 
known  to  himself,  with  entertaining  political 
opinions  held  in  utter  detestation  by  every  indi- 
vidual against  whom  they  are  made ,  and  which 
charge  is  utterly  false  and  unfounded." 

"It  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret  with  me,  said 
Mr.  C,  that  the  gentleman  should  have  thought 
it  expedient,  in  bis  place,  thus  wantonly  as  I 
conceive,  to  have  heaped  unmerited  obloquy  on 
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any  portion  of  his  constituents  and  fellow  ofti- 
zens.  I,  however,  do  not  consider  it  necessary 
that  I  should  .enter  upon  their  defence  here. — 
The  gentleman's  speech  is  made  for  home  con- 
sumption. There  it  cannot  effect  them.  Here 
*I  am  persuaded  it  will  not.  The  manner  and 
temper  in  which  this  portion  of  the  people  of 
Mississippi  have  been  brought  before  this 
House,  connected  with  the  fact  that  the  re  pre 
sentative  who  feels  himself  called  upon- thus 
publicly  to  assail  his  constituents,  or  any  portion 
of  them,  for  no  other  reason,  than  that  they 
have  presented  a  memorial  accompanied  with 
some  resolutions  of  a  most  mild  and  temperate 
character,  in  which  the  representative  is  not 
referred  to,  except  in  the  most  respectful  lan- 
guage, asking  his  co-operation  in  aid  of  their 
views,  and  when,  too,  the  great  reservoirs  to 
which  gentlemen  who  are  inclined  to  indulge 
in  this  sort  of  debate  may  resort  for  matter  and 
manner  is  known  to  the  House,  the  effect  will 
not,  I  think,  be  very  injurious  to  them,  even 
here." 

This  paragraph,  he  said,  contained  five  dis- 
tinct misrepresentations. 

1.  He  pronounced  no  "eulogy  upon  the  char- 
acters of  the  gentlemen  constituting  the  com- 
mittee." 

2.  He  did  not  "tell  the  House  that  these  gen- 
tlemen, and  all  others  of  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, who  were  opposed  to  the  President,  were 
the  federalists  of  '98,  of  alien  and  sedition  law 
memory,  nor  that  they  were  of  the  anti-war 
party  of  Hartford  Convention  memory." 

3.  He  brought  no  "charge,  he  said,  against 
the  people  of  Mississippi." 

4.  He  did  not  charge  any  portion  of  the 
people  of  that  State  "with  entertaining  political 
opinions  held  by  them  in  utter  detestation." 

In  the  last  place,  the  whole  paragraph,  he 
said,  was  false,  for  scarcely  a  single  sentence  or 
word  therein  contained  was  delivered  by  his 
colleague  at  the  time  pretended, 

Mr.  P.  then  read: 

"I  believe  he  is  not  generally  suspected  of 
acting  very  promptly  or  decidedly  upon  any 
question  of  magnitude,  until  he  s™  11  have  look- 
ed well  to  the  effect  it  is  to  have  upon  that  over- 
shadowing popularity  which  he  has,  in  the 
course  of  his  remarks,  informed  the  House  he 
enjoys  in  our  State.  Yet,  for  the  life  of  me,  I 
cannot  imagine  the  channels  through  which  the 
gentleman  has  derived  his  information." 

He  used  no  such  language. 

Mr.  P.  then  read  as  follows: 

"I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  among  these 
good  citizens,  I  know  no  line  of  distinction; 
either  personal  or  political,  such  as  the  gentle- 
man has  thought  proper  to  draw  in  his  imagina- 
tion, and  one  side  of  which  he  has  thought 
proper  to  place  what  he  is  pleased  to  call  the 
working  men— to  the  other,  I  believe  he  has 
given  no  name.  If  he  means  by  working  men, 
the  industrious,  enterprising,  frugal  men  of  all 
vocations,  then  I  imagine  we  are  all  on  the  same 
side  of  the  question,  and  constitute  the  work- 
ing men,  or  at  least  we  will  say  so,  as  they  em- 
brace certainly  the  most  important  and  inter- 


esting portion  of  society.  If  the  gentleman 
means,  as  distinguishable  from  the  working 
men  the  non-working  men,  as  that  portion  of 
our  population  that  he  does  not  intend  to  pat- 
ronize, then,  too,  I  think  he  vftll  be  in  the  ma- 
jority; for,  however  much  we  may  lament 
over  the  foibles  and  imperfections  of  our  fellow 
men,  there  are  few  among  us  who  will  be 
found  the  advocate  of  the  idle  and  dissolute, 
whose  conduct,'  in  reference  to  their  families 
and  those  dependent  upon  them,  is  pronounced 
by  the  highest  authority  "to  be  worse  than 
that  of  an  infidel." 

"If  the  gentleman  intends  the  line  to  be 
drawn  between  the  rich  and  the  poor,  then  the 
distinction  is  an  invidious  one ,  and  should  not  be 
permitted  to  insinuate  itself  into  any  portion  of 
the  society  of  this  free  and  independent  Gov- 
ernment, where  the  road  to  wealth  and  fame  is 
equally  open  to  all.  Besides,  it  would  be  a 
political  distinction  that  cannot  be  defined. 
How  much,  or  how  little,  must  a  man  be  worth, 
to  belong  to  this  newfangled  party  of  my  col- 
league? And  is  it  not  more  perfectly  clear, 
that,  if  such  is  made  the  test  of  party,  there  can 
b4!  no  permanency  in  it?  Every  man  aspires 
to  a  competency  for  himself  and  family.  Should 
his  industry  and  enterprise  secure  this  to  him, 
beyond  a  given  amount,  then  he  ceases  to  be 
of  the  one  party,  without  any  effort  of  the  mind, 
or  the  change  of  a  solitary  political  opinion.  On 
the  other  side,  accident  or  misfortune,  under 
the  operation  of. this  political  thermometer, 
must  decide  the  victim's  political  station.  In 
fine,  air,  said  Mr.  C,  the  people  of  Mississip- 
pi, as  I  recognize  them;  are  all  the  working 
class  in  some  vocation,  and  among  them  much 
the  largest  proportion  cultivate  the  soil,  upon 
whose  prosperity  essentially  depend  the  happi- 
ness and  prosperity  of  all.  They  are  an  enter- 
prising and  thrifty  people,  and,  if  permitted  to 
pursue  the  even  tenor  of  their  way  under  a  just 
and  wise  administration  of  the  Constitution  and  < 
laws  of  their  country,  they  will  be  prosperous 
and  happy." 

This,  said  Mr.  P.,  has  all  been  fabricated  since 
the  speech  was  delivered. 

He  again  read : 

"Indeed,  sir,  if  the  gentleman  has  not  mista- 
ken his  growth  and  strength  in  Mississippi,  his 
opposition  to,  and  aid  in,  any  measure,  roust 
settle  the  question,  so  far  as  Mississippi  is  con- 
cerned. I  am,  said  Mr.  C,  as  little  disposed  to 
give  advice  to  my  colleague  as  he  is  to  me.  I 
will ,  however,  take  the  liberty  of  saying  to  that 
gentleman,  not  to  lay  the  "flattering  unction  to 
his  soul,"  that,  because  he  is  strong  in  the  af- 
fections of  these  people ,  they  will  therefore 
permit  him  to  experiment  upon  their  affections, 
attack  their  best  interest,  and  sap  the  very 
foundation  of  their  prosperity.  No,  sir;  and 
though  he  may  be  the  largest,  strongest,  and 
most  beautiful  proportioned  tree  in  all  their  po- 
litical forest,  yet,  if  it  be  found  that  his  beauty 
and  ornament  is  to  be  sustained  at  too  great  a 
sacrifice,  these  people  may  think  proper  to  re- 
lieve themselves  of  the  dense  shade,  with  its 
chilling  influence,   which  withers  and  blasts 
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every  flower  in  its  reach,  extending  itself  even 
to  the  destruction  of  every  cotton  plant,  in  ev- 
ery field  in  that  fertile  region  of  the  country." 

No  such  language  used  by  my  colleague,  said 
Mr.  P.  all  made  up  since.  Mr.  Plummeu  then 
read  the  following  extracts  : 

•«  Sir,  this  may  not  be  a  libel  upon  the  gentle- 
man himself,  but  it  is  a  most  egregrious  one 
upon  me,  if  he  intends  to  convey  that  idea  by 
the  interrogatory  propounded,  that  such  was 
my  course;  and  not  less  so  upon  the  peoplo  of 
Mississippi,  who  have  honored  me  with  their 
confidence.  I  cannot  believe,  sir,  that  the  gen- 
tleman himself  pursued  that  course,  and  I  have 
but  one  reason  for  doubting  it;  and  that  is,  that 
I  do  not  believe  the  high-minded,  honorable 
freemen  of  Mississippi  could  be  brought  to  sup- 
port any  man  for  a  high  and  responsible  station, 
however  large  and  beautiful  he  may  have  groxon, 
or  however  much  he  may  have  strengthened  with 
that  growth,  either  physically  or  mentally,  who 
would  thus  consent  to  prostitute  the  noblest 
gift  of  God  to  man,  immolate  that  divine  facul- 
ty which  raises  him  above  the  rest  of  the  ani- 
mal creation,  and  thus  consent  to  become  the 
willing  instrument  of  party,  regardless  of  con- 
sequences either  to  them  or  their  common 
country."  , 

Mr.  PiUMMER  said,  that  his  colleague  did 
not  use  any  such  language  when  he  delivered 
hs  speech. 

Mr.  PtUMMER  again  read  from  the  same 
speech : 

'•  Whilst  my  colleague  was  alluding  to  the 
course  of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  in  re- 
ference to  the  bank  question,  if  it  had  suited 
his  purposes  equally  well,  he  might  have  told 
the  House  what  took  place  in  that  body  in  De- 
cember last.  As  he  has  thought  proper  to  pass 
over  that  part  of  the  history  of  their  actings  and 
doings  on  this  subject,  I  will,  in  support  of  my 
own  course,  and  to  give  to  the  House  some  idea 
of  what  is  the  probable  portion  of  the  people 
of  that  State  which  the  gentleman  has  sought 
to  place  in  so  odious  a  light  before  them,  in- 
form them  that  during  the  session  referred  to, 
a  resolution  was  introduced  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  instructing  their  Senators  and 
requesting  their  Representatives  to  vote  against 
a  recharter  of  the  United  States  Bank.  It  was 
laid  upon  the  table  in  that  House.  The  Sen- 
ate, perceiving  that  the  resolution  was  not  like- 
ly again  to  be  called  op  in  the  House,  intro- 
duced a  resolution  of  an  opposite  character,  in- 
structing their  Senators  and  requesting  their 
Representatives  to  vote  for  the  recharter,  with 
such  modifications  as  Congress  might  deem 
proper.  This  resolution  passed  the  Senate  by 
a  majority  of  9  to  3;  was  sent  to  the  House,  and 
there  laid  upon  the  table,  with  the  one  which 
originated  in  that  body.  My  correspondent 
adds,  "that  upon  a  joint  vote  of  the  two  Houses, 
there  would  have  been  a  majority  of  two  in  fa- 
vor of  the  recharter." 

So  far  from  using  this  language,  he  said,  his 

colleague  did  not  hint  at  a  single  idea  therein 

contained. 

Again,  said.  Mr.  P.,  speaking  of  his  vote  on 


some  important   question   connected  with  the 
bank,  the  author  of  the  speech  says: 

"  I  hoped  to  have  had  him  on  our  side;  I 
found  him  there  upon  one  occasion,  on  what 
was^considered,  to  some  extent,  a  test  vote,  and 
this  was  sometime  after  the  letter  was  written. 
I  hoped  to  have  had  him  on  our  side  throughout 
—it  was  quite  reasonable  that  it  should  be 
so." 

Mr.  P.  said,  he  had  never^given  any  such 
vote,  and  that  his  colleague  made  no  such 
charge. 

Mr.  P.  then  read — 

"It  may  have  occurred  to  him,  however,  that 
this  was  a  fit  occasion,  and  fair  to  leave  some 
impression  at  least,  without  stating  the  fact, 
that  he  had  seen  some  service,  and  that  he  was 
not  afraid  of  fighting.  If  he  has  succeeded  in 
making  this  impression,  I,  at  least  shall  not  dis- 
turb his  repose  under  it,  by  attempting  to  add 
to,  or  take  from,  his  brow  the  laurels  which,  in 
his  imagination,  he  may  have  won,  by  saying 
what  he  has  or  has  not  done  in  the  field  of 
Mars.  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  asking,  if  not 
a  division  of  the  questions,  a  division  of  the 
persons;  and,  so  far  as  I  shall  respond,  speak 
alone  for  myself." 

All  a  mistake;  all  fabricated  since. 

Mr.  P.  begged  leave  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  particularly  to  the  following  para- 
graph. It  is  eloquent ,  and  some  will  certainly 
recollect  it.     He  then  read — 

'•It  was  in  this  situation ,  said  Mr.  C,  where 
my  mind  was  fired  with,  and  received  its  stron- 
gest impress  for,  the  love  of  liberty.  It  was 
there  where  I  was  taught  that  we  were  engaged 
in  a  conflict  in  defence  of  our  rights  as  free- 
men. It  was  there  I  heard  and  believed  it — 
there,  when  the  tocsin  of  war  should  cease  to 
sound,  and  peace  be  restored  to  our  land  and 
country,  that  we  should  be  permitted  to  return 
to  the  walks  and  duties  of  civic  life,  where  we 
might  enjoy  freedom  of  thought,  of  opinion, 
and  of  action,  uncontrolled  by  any  other  influ- 
ences than  those  of  moral  rectitude,  amenable 
at  all  times ,  for  any  abuse  of  our  liberty,  to  the 
laws  of  the  best  Government,  if  wisely  admi- 
nistered, that  has  existed  since  the  creation  of 
man.  To  this  happy  and  peaceful  state  I  have 
long  since  been  restored;  and  am  now,  thank 
God!  enjoying  the  liberty,  and  exercising  the 
freedom  of  opinion  and  of  action ,  the  birth, 
right  of  every  American  citizen,  »and  there  is 
none  to  make  me  afraid.'  It  was  there,  too,  I 
was  taught,  by  the  force  of  illustrious  exam- 
ples, never  to  shun  responsibility,  when  the 
good  of  the  service  in  which  we  are  engaged, 
requires  that  we  should  meet  it.  How  we  shall 
meet  the  responsibility  forced  upon  us  all  by 
the  question  now  under  consideration,  is  a  mat- 
ter about  which  gentlemen  may,  and  do  differ. 
I  hope  we  shall  all  meet  it,  in  a  spirit  of  frank- 
ness and  candor,  and  with  an  eye  single  to  its 
merits,  and  the  great  interests  involved  in  it." 

Not  one  word  of  this  elegant  extract,  he 
said,  was  spoken  on  that  floor.  All  concocted 
since. 

In  addition  to  the  extracts  which  he  had  read, 
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the  most  of  the  remainder  of  the   pretended 
speech  of  his  colleague,   he  said,   had  been  fa- 
bricated since  diat  time.     But  a  small  portion 
of  it  was  delivered  on  that  floor.     It  was  the  re- 
sult of  some  eight  days'  labor.   If  he  might  be 
allowed  to  express  an  opinion,  he  would  lay, 
that  it  was  the  joint  effort  of  congenial  spirits 
afraid  to  meet  the  real  question  before  the  peo- 
ple of  Mississippi.    He  said  it  was  a  wanton  and 
premeditated  attack  on  him,  unparalleled  in  the 
history  of  parliamentary  speech-making.  How- 
ever uninteresting  it  might  be  to  the  House  in 
consequence  of  his  peculiar  situation,  he  beg- 
ged the  indulgence   of  gentlemen,  while  he 
briefly  responded  to  some  of  the  general  char- 
ges, intimations,  and  inuendoes,   contained  in 
the  pretended  speech  of  his  colleague.    When 
he  had  the  honor  of  addressing  the   House  on 
the  presentation  of  the  resolutions  from  Natch- 
ez the  other  day,  he  thought  that  he  was  dis- 
tinctly understood  by  the  House  and  his  hono- 
rable colleague.     On  that   occasion,  he  said, 
his  colleague  had  stated  that  those  who  com- 
posed the  meeting  were  eminently  well  qualifi- 
ed to  judge  of  the  cause  of  the  pecuniary  dis- 
tress which   pervaded  the  whole  country,  and 
the  wishes  of  the  people,  or  something  to  that 
effect,  and  added  that  he  concurred  with  them 
in  opinion.     Mr.  P.  said  he  differed  from  them 
and  his  colleague  in  opinion,  and  felt  it  due  to 
those  of  his  constituents  composing  the  meet- 
*         ing,  as  well  as  to  himself,   that  he  should  ex- 
plain ♦he  reasons  for  the  course  he  intended  to 
pursue.     His  colleague  had  written  home  a  let- 
ter which  had  found  its  way  into  the  newspa- 
pers, and  was  trumpeted  forth  to  the  world  by 
the  opposition  papers  as  positive  evidence  that 
the  people  of  Mississippi  had  turned  against 
the  administration,  and  were   opposed  to  its 
measures.     In  these  times  of  high  party  excite- 
ments, ha  said  he  was  in  honor  bound,  as  one 
of  the  representatives  from  that  State,  to  rescue 
her  from  such   unjust   imputations.     For  that 
purpose,  and  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  a 
charge  made  on  a  majority  of  the  members  of 
that  House,   that  their  course  was   "the  effect 
of  party  triumphs,"  and  that  they  were  * 'under 
the   influence  of  decided  party   discipline,"  it 
become  necessary  for  him  to  speak  of  the  situa- 
tion of  the  political  parties  of  the  State  he  had 
the  honor  in  part  of  representing,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  he  was  elected,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  his  "overshadowing 
popularity"  among  the  people,  nor  his  "irresis- 
tible influence"  in  the  legislature,  of  which  his 
colleague  spoke,  and  which  he  was  not  dis- 
posed to  dispute  about,  but  in  justification  of 
his  course  as  a  Representative  on  that  floor, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  the  insinua- 
tion, so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  of  being  un- 
der the  influence    of  "party   trammels,"  or 
"party  discipline.*'     He  adverted  to  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which   his  colleague    was 
elected,  and  the  means  by  which  he  obtained 
the  votes  of  the  honest  and  unsuspecting  citi- 
zens, for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  he,  (Mr. 
Cage,)  instead  of  the  individual  addressing  the 
House,  was  misrepresenting  the  wishes  of  the 


people  of  Mississippi,  (if  there  was  any  misre- 
presentation,) as  had  been  charged  in  the  pub- 
lic newspapers  on  the  authority  of  his  letter. 
Mr.  P.  said  he  did  not  accuse  his  colleague  of 
pledging  himself  "to  go  the  whole  animal,  or 
blindly  to  follow  the  dictates  of  any  man  or  par- 
ty," right  or  wrong.  The  people  of  Missis- 
sippi would  disdain-  to  ask  such  a  pledge.  The 
gentleman  was  not  required  to  make  it. 

Mr.  CAGE  having  obtained  leave  of  the 
House  to  seply,  said  that  it  was  at  all  times, 
and  upon  air  occasions,  a  painful  thing  to  him 
to  be  drawn  into  personal  or  political  contact 
with  any  earthlyindividual ,  and  it  was  particu- 
larly 80  when  that  individual  was  his  colleague: 
one  who  had  been  selected  by  the  people  of 
Mississippi  to  attend  to  their  interest  upon  that 
floor.  It  would  be  far  more  desirable  that  her 
representatives  should  harmonize  personally, 
apparently  at  least,  J  and  should  agree  in  their 
efforts  to  advance  her  interests.  That  they  should 
differ  in  their  sentiments  on  political  subjects 
of  vast  concern,  was,  perhaps,  what  might  be 
expected;  but  that  they  should  expose  them- 
selves before  the  House  and  before  the  nation, 
and  thus  destroy  all  the  joint  influence  they 
might  otherwise  exert  for  the  good  of  their 
State,  was  deplorable. 

Mr.  C.  said  that  he  felt  the  immense  difficul- 
ty that  was  thrown  around  his  conduct  on  the 
present  occasion.  He  knew  what  was  due  to 
the.dignity  of  that  House,  and  what  he  owed 
to  himself  as  one  of  its  members,  and  he  would 
not  sacrifice  either,  by  entering  into  a  personal 
collision  on  that  floor.  He  had  witnessed  too 
much  of  it  in  that  House,  and  witnessed  it  with 
pain,  and  he  never  would  descend  from  the  hon- 
orable and  dignified  station  which  liis  constitu- 
ents had  assigned  to  him  there,  to  notice  per- 
sonal and  abusive  allusions  to  their  representa- 
tive. That  Hall  had  never  been  designed  for 
such  purposes.  It  had  been  erected*  that  the 
representatives  of  the  people  might  deliberate  on 
great  and  weighty  subjects  connected  with  the 
interests  of  th4  country,  and  he  would  not  de- 
tract from  the  dignity  of  such  a  design  by  re- 
plying to  personal  remarks. 

In  reply  to  what  the  gentleman  had  said  re- 
specting a  pretended  speech,  he  would  observe, 
that  when  he  had  presented  a  memorial  from  his 
constituents,  its  consideration  had,  on  the  motion 
of  his  colleague,  been  postponed,  and  on  theisub- 
sequent  petition  day,  he  had  entered  the  Hall, 
not  knowing  that  the  consideration  of  the  me- 
morial would  at  that  time  be  in  order,  when  to 
his  surprise,  he  had  found  his  colleague  on  the 
floor,  and  engaged  in  debating  the  subject  of 
that  memorial.  He  was  without  a  single  note 
of  preparation,  and  being  thus  taken  completely 
aback,  he  had  made  at  the  time  such  observa- 
tions in  reply  as  then  occurred  to  him.  -  The 
gentleman  had  said  that  the  speech  which  sub- 
sequently appeared  in  the  Intelligencer,  as  his, 
was  written,  but  not  delivered.  Now,  Mr.  C. 
would  not  vouch  that  all  that  was  contained  in 
that  speech  had  beenj  spoken  uponrthe  floor  of 
the  House.  He  had  drawn  it  out  as  he  had 
thought  proper  at  the  time.      The    gentleman 
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complained  that  he  did  not  know  whom  to  make 
responsible  for  what  it  contained.^Hc  now  said 
to  that  gentleman,  that  he  (Mr.  C.)  was  respon- 
sible, and  he  alone,  for  every  thing1  contained 
in  it. 

The  gentleman  had  spoken  of  it  as  the  "joint 
production  of  congenial  spirits  :"  to  this  Mr.  C. 
would  reply,  that  he  there  pledged  his  honor, 
(which  was  nearly  all  he  possessed,)  that  every 
sentence,  word  and  letter,  of  that  speech,  was 
his  own  production.  Would  the  gentleman,  on 
the  honor  he  had  pledged,  say  as  much  for  his 
own  ?  Mr.  C.  felt  it  due  to  the  Editors  of  the 
National  Intelligencer,  who  had  published  that 
speech  or  document,  or  whatever  else  the  gentle- 
man pleased  to  call  it,  to  make  this  avowal.  Mr. 
C.  said  he  had  none  of  that  ridiculous  pride 
which  some  persons  manifested  in  respect  to 
what  came  from  him.  This  he  could  assure  the 
House  and  tlic.  gentleman,  that  every  thing  pur- 
porting to  come  from  him,  did  come  from  him. 
The  gentleman  had  called  portions  of  that  speech 
false,  and  had  said  that  it  was  a  fabrication. 
Now  the  speech  had  come  out  under  his  name, 
as  his  speech,  and  he  was  responsible  for  it  there 
and  every  where.  He  was  now  responsible  for 
it.  The  Editors  of  the  paper  had  never  seen  the 
speech  till  it  was  delivered  to  them,  and  he  pre- 
sumed that  their  reporter  had  not  made  himself 
so  busy  as  to  tell  them  that  it  had  not  been  pre- 
pared by  him  ;  and,  even  if  he  had,  he  took  it 
for  granted  that  the  Editors  would  have  publish- 
ed it  notwithstanding. 

The  gentleman  had  said  that  the  speech  was 
intended  to  injure  him  with  his  constituents.  It 
had  been  intended  for  no  such  purpose.  It  had 
been  intended  as  the  best  argument  Mr.  C.  could 
offer  with  a  view  to  sustain  himself,  and  to  show 
why  he  had  taken  the  course  he  pursued.  If 
that  gentleman  did  nothing  himself  to  injure 
himself  with  his  constituents,  Mr.  C.  should  cer- 
tainly never  make  the  effort.  He  would  take 
no  such  course,  and  the  gentleman  had  mistaken 
his  character,  when  he  had  tpoken  of  him  as  a 
midnight  assassin,  stabbing  in  the  dark.  As 
he  was  anxious  to  sustain  his  honor  before  that 
House  and  the  nation,  he  wished  them  to  be- 
lieve that  ho  was  no  midnight  assassin,  either  of 
character  or  of  person.  So  far  as  th'13  represen- 
tation might  go  home  to  his  own  State,  it  would 
not  be  believed.  Mr.  C.  said  he  had  no  imputa- 
tions to  throw  back  in  return  upon  his  colleague. 
He  would  not  consent  to  make  that  floor  a  place 
for  indecorous  language  to  any  one ;  and  he 
would  not  himself  be  guilty  of  that  which  he 
should  condemn  in  others.  He  would  say,  how- 
ever, in  reference  to  his  former  speech,  writ- 
ten or  spoken,  that  he  cared  nothing  about  it. 
He  alone  was  responsible  for  any  thing  it  con- 
tained. 

Mr.  PLUMMER  now  rose  to  reply,  but  the 
Chair  interposed,  and  said  that  the  matter  could 
go  no  further. 

Mr.  PLUMMER  said  he  only  wished  to  ex- 
plain. 

The  CHAIR  replied,  that  the  gentleman  had 
already  had  an  opportunity  to  explain,  and  could 


not  proceed  unless  by  the  express  permission  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  PLUMMER  thereupon  asked  leave  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  objected.  He  said  he  had  a 
memorial  in  his  pocket,  which  he  was  anxious  to 
present;  but,  if  these  personal  explanations  wcro 
to  go  on,  the  day  would  be  wasted,  and  ho  and 
other  gentlemen  should  lose  the  opportunity. 

Mr.  CAGE  said,  that  he  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  be  permitted  to  explain.  If  he  had  any 
thing  to  state  which  would  tend  to  allay  the  un- 
pleasant feeling  which  had  been  produced  on 
cither  side,  he  wished  to  hear  it 

Mr.  CLAYTON  thereupon  withdrew  his  ob- 
jection, and  the  question  being  put  by  the  Chair, 

Mr.  PLUMMER  had  leave  to  explain.  He 
said  that  the  remarks  he  had  before  made  had 
been  directed  to  what  ha  had  then  termed  a  pre- 
tended speech.  His  colleague  had  now  avowed 
himself  to  be  the  author  of  it.  In  speaking  of  th  e 
author  of  the  speech  as  it  appeared,he  had  used  the 
term  midnight  political  assassin.  That  was"  all  he 
meant.  He  had  used  the  term  assassin  in  a  po- 
litical sense,  but,  since  his  colleague  now  admit- 
ted himself  to  be  the  author  of  every  part  of  that 
speech,  and  as  the  editors  of  the  paper  had  been 
exonerated  from  the  responsibility,  Mr.  P.  was 
willing  to  withdraw  the  remarks  he  had  made. 
He  now  understood  the  gentleman  to  say  that  he 
had  no  design  to  injure  him,  either  in  the  House, 
or  at  home.  With  that  understanding,  he  with- 
drew the  remarks  he  had  made.  There  was  no 
unkindness  in  his  bosom  toward  any  one;  and  if 
he  had  rightly  understood  his  colleague  as  mean- 
ing to  say  that  he  had  not  designed  to  injure  him, 
he  withdrew  what  he  had  said. 

Mr.  CAGE  replied,  that  he  did  not  pretend  to 
say  either  more  or  less  than  he  had  spoken.  The 
language  he  had  used  was  too  plain  to  be  mis- 
understood. He  had  not  intended  the  speech 
he  had  published  as  an  interference,  in  any  way 
between  his  colleague  and  his  constituents;  and  ic 
now  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  find  that  his  col- 
league had  relieved  him  from  that  multiplicity  of 
personalities  he  had  heaped  upon  him.  No  man 
was  ever  more  disposed  to  avoid  personal  cell 
sions  than  he  was,  when  he  could  do  it  properly'" 
and  in  an  honorable  manner.  , 

Mr.  BROWN  asked  what  was  the  question  be- 
fore the  House. 

The  resolution  having  been  read, 

Mr.  BROWN  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  which 
was  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  on  the  motion  ro 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  it  appeared 
that  there  was  a  tie:  yeas  89,  nays  89,  as  follows: 

'  YEAS — Messrs.  William  Allen,  Bean,Beards- 
ley,  Beaumont,  Bockce,  Bodle,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brown,  Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cambreleng, 
Chaney,  Chinn,  Samuel  Clark,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Cramer,  Day,  Philemon  Dickerson,  Dunlap,  Fel- 
der,  Forester,  Foster,  Fowler,  Wm.  K.  Fuller, 
Galbraith,  Gamble,  Gholson,  Gillet,  Gilmer,  Gor- 
don, Joseph  Hall,  T.  U.  Hall,  Halscy,  Hamer, 
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Harrison,  Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Hawes,  Howell, 
Abel  Huntington,  Jarvis,  Noadiah  Johnson,Sea- 
born  Jones,  Benj.  Jones,  Kavanagh,  Kinnard, 
Lane,  Lansing,  Luke  Lea,  Thomas  Lee,  Loyall, 
Joel  K.  Mann,  Mardis,  Moses  Mason,  Mclntire, 
McKay,  McKim,  McKinley,  McVean,  Miller,Ro- 
bert  Mitchell,  Page,  Parks,  Parker,  Patton,  Pat- 
terson, Peyton,  Franklin  Pierce,  Pinekney, 
Plummer,  Polk,  Shenck,  Schley  Shinn,  Standi- 
fer,  Sutherland,  Wm.  Taylor,  Wm.  P.  Taylor, 
Thomson,  Turrill,  Van  Houton,  "Wagener, 
Ward  well,  Webster,  Whallon,  C.  P.  White— 89. 

NAYS — Messrs.  J.  &.  Adams,  John  Adams, 
Heman  Allen,  John  J.  Allen,  Chilton  Allan,  An- 
..thony,  Ashley,  Banks,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Barrin- 
ger,  Bates,  Baylies,  Beaty,  Binney,  Briggs,  Bull, 
Surges,  Cage,  Campbell,  Chambers,  Chilton, 
Wm.  Clark,  Clowney,  Connor,  Corvjin,  Coulter, 
Crane,  Darlington,  Davenport,Deberry,  Deming, 
Denny,  Duncan,  Horace  Everett,  Fillmore,  Philo 
C  "Fuller,  Fulton,  Garland,  Gorham,  Graham, 
Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  James  Har- 
per, Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Jabez  W. 
Huntington,  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  King,  Laporte, 
Lincoln,  Love,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Martindale,  Mar- 
shall, McCarty,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan, 
Moore,  Murphy,  Osgood,  Potts,  Ramsay,  Reed, 
Rencher,  Selden,  Wm.  B.  Shepard,  Wm.  Slade, 
Charles  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Stewart,  P. 
Thomas,  Turner,  Tweedy,  Vance,  Vinton,  Wat- 
mough,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Williams, 
Wilson,  Wise,  Young1 — 89. 

The  SPEAKER  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the 
motion  was  agreed  to . 

.  After  the  list  of  yeas  and  nays  had  been  call- 
ed on  the  above  question,  and  before  the  deci 
sion  thereon  was  pronouncd,  Mr.  WILLIAM 
ALLEN  asked  to  have  his  evote  taken,  having 
been  out  of  the  House  when  his  name  was  call 
ed,  attending  to  his  duties  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs;  which  committee 
has  leave  to  sit  during  the  sitting  of  the  House; 
the  request  of  Mr.  Allen,  under  the  circum- 
stances of  his  case  was  granted  by  a  vote  of  the 
House,  and  his  vote  is  recorded  in  the  list. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  Sec- 
retary, notifying  that  the  President  did,  on  the 
10th  instant,  approve  and  sign, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Oakes. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Ap  Catesby 
Jones. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Webber. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Maguire. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Lowrie 
their  Secretary  was  received. 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  Senate  have  passed  bills 
of  this  House  of  the  following  titles,  viz: 

No.  45.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Luther  L. 
Smith. 

No.  52.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Coleman 
Fisher. 

And  the  Senate  have  postponed  indefinitely 
the  bill  of  this  House  (No.  140)  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Clift,  of  Arkansas. 

The  Senate  have  also  passed  bills  of  the  fol 
lowing  titles,  viz: 

No.  68.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  legal  adju- 


dication and  settlement  of  the  claims  to  lands 
therein  mentioned. 

No.  158.  An  act  granting  a  township  of  land 
to  contain  exiles  from  Poland. 

No.  185.  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  more 
effectually  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  against  the  United  States  and  for 
other  purposes,  approved  March  3 ,  1825. 

In  which  bills  I  am  directed  to  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House:  and  then  he.  withdrew. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  R.  FULLLER  presented  a 
petition  of  inhabitants  of  Chitenango,  Cazanoria, 
and  Nelson,  in  the  county  of  Madison,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  praying  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  post  route;  which  petition  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post-Office  and  Post- 
Roads. 

Mr.  MARTINDALE  presented  a  petition  of 
Joseph  W.  Green,  of  Marblehead,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  praying  to  be  allowed  the 
bounty  granted  by  law  on  a  fishing*  voyage  un- 
dertaken by  his  schooner  Two  Brothers;  which 
schooner  was  wrecked  and  lost  while  engaged 
in  said  voyage;  which  petition  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  MARTINDALE  presented  a  petition  of 
Jacob  Winter,  of  the  State  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing for  a  pension;  which  petition  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BEARDSLEY, 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Sam'l  P.  Good- 
sell  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Inva- 
lid Pensions. 

Mr.  PHILEMON  DICKERSON  presented 
a  petition  of  Harmanus  Speer,  of  the  State  of 
New  Jersey  praying  for  a  pension. 

Mr.  FOWLER  presented  documents  in  sup- 
port of  an  application  of  Jacob  Johnson  for  a 
pension. 

Mr.  SHINN  presented  documents  in  support 
of  applications  of  Thomas  Brown  and  Chaun- 
cey  Rice,  for  pension;  and  of  David  Housler  for 
increase  of  pension. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  and  docu- 
ments be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions. 

Mr.  LEE,  of  New  Jersey,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Robert  Levick,  of  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey, praying  payment  of  his  claim  for  service  as 
a  soldier  in  the  army  of  the  revolution;  which 
petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 

Mr.  LEE  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Bridgetown,  inthe  State  of  N.  York, 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  post  route; 
which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post -Office  and  Post-Roads. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McKENNAN> 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  James  Bradford, 
presented  January  25,  1830,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DICKERSON,  of  New 
Jersey, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutiona- 
ry Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
priety of  placing  the  names  of  Daniel  Van  Horn, 
Paul  Rulan,  and  Job  Daniels  upon  the  list  of 
revolutionary  pension. 
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Memorials,  petitions,  resolutions,  and  pro- 
seedings,  in  favor  of  a  restoration  of  the  public 
depositcs  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  a  renewal  or  extension  of  the  charter  of  said 
bank,  or  of  the  incorporation  of  another  bank,  to 
go  into  operation  when  the  charter  of  the  present 
Bank  of  the  United  States  shall  expire,  were 
presented  as  follows,  viz: 

By  Mr.  PHILO  C.  FULLER,  a  memorial  of 
agriculturalists,  manufacturers,  traders,  and  me- 
chanics, of  the  town  of  Wheatland,  in  the  county 
of  Monroe,  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

By  Mr.  DICKERSON,  proceedings  of  a  meet- 
ing of  citizens  of  Elizabethtown,  in  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  held  March  25th 

By  Mr.  PARKER,  proceedings  ofameetingof 
delegates  from  the  several  counties  of  the  State 
of  New  Jersev,  held  in  the  city  of  Trenton  on 
the  2d  of  April. 

By  Mr.  SCHENCK,  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Mont 
gomery  and  West- Windsor,  held  at  Princetown 
on  the  5th  March,  1834. 


States,  and  opposing  the  restoration  of  the  said 
deposite,  and  against  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of 
the  said  bank,  were  presented  as  follows,  viz: 

By  Mr.  WHALLON,  a  memorial  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  of  Warren,  in  the  State  of 
New  York. 

By  Mr.  WHALLON,  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  delegates  of  the  several  towns  of  the 
county  of  Essex,  in  the  State  of  New  Yoik,  held 
in  Elizabethtown  on  the  8th  day  of  April. 

By  Mr.  PARKS,  the  proceedings  of  a  meet- 
ing of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Middlesex,  in 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  held  in  New  Bruns- 
wick, on  the  second  day  of  March,   1834. 

By  Mr.  PARKER,  a  memorial  of  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  Middlesex,  in  the  State  of  New 
Jersey. 

By  Mr.  SCHENCK,  a  memorial  of  inhabitants 
of  Princeton,  and  its  vicinity,  in  the  State  of  New 
Jersey. 

By  Mr.  HENDERSON,  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Hunting- 
ton, in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  held  at   the 


By  Mr.  FOWLER,  the  proceedings  of  a  meet- (court-house  on  the  16th  of  April,  1834 


ing  of  citizens  of  Warren  county,  in  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  held  in  Belsidere  on  the  5th  of 
March,  1834. 

By  Mr.  FOWLER,  a  memorial  of  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  Warren,  in  the  State  of  New 
Jersey. 

By  Mr.  BARNITZ,  the  proceedings  of  a  meet- 
ing of  citizens  of  Hanover  District,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  York,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  held  on 
the  5th  of  March,  1834. 

By  Mr.  BARNITZ,  the  proceedings  of  a  meet- 
ing of  citizens  of  Beiham,  and  part  of  Windsor 
township,  in  the  county  of  York,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  held    on  the  12th  of  April,  1834. 

By  Mr.  HENDERSON,  a  memorial  of  far- 
mers, manufacturers,  mechanics,  and  laborers, 
and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Centre, 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

By  Mr.  BANKS,  a  memorial  of  fanners,  me- 
chanics, manufacturers,  and  laborer?,  and  other 
inhabitant  of  the  county  of  Mifflin,  in  the  State 
ot"  Pennsylvao  a. 

By.  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  a  memorial  of  inhabi 
tants  of  the  county  of  Adams,  in  the  State  of  Pcnn 
sylvania. 

Memorials,  petitions, resolution*,  and  proceed 
ings,  approving  of  the  removal  of  the  deposit*  of 


And  then  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morow 
U  o'clock,  A.  M. 

IN   SENATE. 
Tuesdat,  May  13,  1834. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  a  memorial  from 
certain  citizens  of  Lynn,  Massachusetts,  in  favor 
of  the  renewal  of  the  application  of  John  Ames 
for  an  extension  of  his  patent;  ordered  to  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  inhabitants  of  Vermon',  who  were  volun- 
teer in  the  late  war.  praying  compensation;  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  a  memorial  from  a 
numerous  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Adams 
County, Pa,  against  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
and  praying  for  their  restoration  and  the  rechar- 
ter  of  the  bank.  The  proceedings  were  con- 
tained in  a  newspaper, but  he  believed  that  the 
original  communication  had  been  presented  in 
the  other  House. 

The  CHAIR  decided,  that, under  the  impres- 
sion that  the  original  was  in  the  other  House, 
the  printed  copy  should  be  received. 

Mr.  CLAY  wished  to  submit  a  few  ob-^rva.- 

tions  connected  with  the  memorial  just  present 

ttie  public  money   from  the  Baftk  of  the  United  ted  from  Adams  county,  in  Pennsylvania.     That 
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-espectable  county  has  a  population  principally 
engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil;  and  he 
was  glad  to  hear  a  voice  from  such  a  quarter. 
When  the  farming  interest  shall  express  its 
opinion  [and  wishes  upon  public  affairs,  they 
must  be  respected.  And  gentlemen  will  find 
themselves,  in  the  end,  utterly  deceived  in  sup- 
posing that  the  late  rash  and  ruinous  course 
of  the  Executive  will  b>-  sustained  by  the  great 
body  of  Pennsylvania  farmers.  They  may  be 
slow  in  speaking,and  may  be  reluctant  to  speak, 
but  they  will  not  separate  themselves  from  the 
rest  of  their  countrymen  in  denouncing  viola- 
tions of  our  Constitution  and  laws. 

The  memorial  and  proceedings  in  Adams 
county,  come  from  citizens  of  all  parties.  In 
that  county  there  is  a  considerable  number  of 
citizens  attached  to  the  Anti-Masonic  party.  It 
is  a  leading  object  with  that  large  party  to  pre- 
serve the  supremacy  of  the  laws,  and  to  secure 
their  lawful  operation  over  all  who  are  subject  to 
their  authority.  He  was  not  therefore  surprised, 
although  he  saw  with  great  pleasure,  that  the 
Anti-Masons  of  Adams  county  were  cordially 
co-operatng  with  their  fellow-citizens,  in  mea- 
sures having  for  their  object  the  re-establish- 
ment of  our  Constitution  and  laws,  in  their  full 
force. 

The  people  of  Adams  county  evince  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  existing  state  of  pub- 
lic d  stress,  its  true  causes,  and  in  his  opinion 
the  only  certain  and  appropriate  remedy.  They 
justly  ascrbe  the  present  unfortunate  and  agita- 
ted condition  of  the  country,  to  the  «cts  of  the 
Executive.  And  the  first  remedy  which  they 
suggest  is,  that  simple  and  obvious  one  of  re- 
storing the  authority  of  the  Constitution  and 
iaws,  by  requiring  the  public  deposites  in  future 
to  be  made  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  S  ates, 
according  to  law.  And  the  next  remedy, which 
they  propose,  is  the  establishment  of  a  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  or  a  continuation  of  the  pre- 
sent bank. 
He  concurred  entirely  with  the  people  of  Ad- 
ams county  in  the  opinions  which  they  had  ex- 
pressed. He  believed  that  the  first,  and  by 
far  the  greatest  object,  was  to  replace  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  upon  their  legitimate  founda- 
tions. To  that  end  had  been  directed  the 
earnest  and  unwearied  exertions  of  himself  and 
his  friends  during  this  session.  But  a  seconda- 
ry and  highly  important  object  was  the  preser- 
vation of  a  sound,  general  currency,  possessing 
and  entitled  to  general  confidence.  This  object 
he  deliberately  conceived  could  only  be  accom- 
plished through  the  agency  of  a  Bank  of  the 
United  States . 

But  he  (Mr.  C.)  rose  to  state  one  or  twofacts, 
under  the  persuasion  that  a  single  fact  often  il- 
lustrates the  actual  state  of  things  much  better 
than  a  speech,  however  able  or  long.  The  first  fact 
he  would  mention,was  derived  from  a  respectable 
merchant,  whose  letter  he  held  in  his  hands. 
Here  (said  Mr.  C,  holding  up  a  post  note,)  is  a 
post  note  of  the  Patriotic  Bank  for  $19  87,  which 
had  been  sent  to  one  of  the  western  States  by  the 
Post  Office  Department,  to  pay  that  amount  of 
d(  i  Jt  due  to  a  poor,  but  industrious  man,  whose 


sci  vices  had  been  rendered  to  that  department. 
Although  when  received,  it  was  not  known  that 
the  Patriotic  Bank  had  stopped  payment,  he  was 
offered  only  $18  in  cash  for  the  note.  A  liberal 
merchant  who  happened  to  be  standing  by, 
sympathising  with  the  poor  man,  gave  him  #20 
for  his  note.  That  merchant  brought  the  note  to 
Baltimore,  where  he  writes  to  me  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  failure  of  the  bank,  he  could  only 
obtain  one  half  of  the  amount  of  the  note.  And 
he  has  transmitted  the  note  to  him(Mr.  C.)to  cash 
it  if  he  can,with  the  brokersjthe  only  class  of  the 
community  who  are  profiting  by  the  general  de- 
rangement of  the  currency,  and  the  distresses  of 
the  country.  And  the  merchant  naturally  in- 
quires if  the  Government  is  not  bound  to  indem- 
nity for  the  loss  ? 

The  other  fact  has  been  communicated  to  him 
by  a  letter  this  day  received  from  Baltimore, 
the  contents  of  which  he  would  read.  The  wri- 
ter says  :  "In  the  failure  of  the  Bank  of  Mary- 
land more  real  distress  and  wide-spread  ruin 
was  inflicted  than  on  any  former  occasion  ;  be- 
cause the  special  depositors  chiefly  consisted  of 
widows,  orphans,  and  administrators  of  estates. 
But  in  the  failure  of  the  Maryland  Savings  Insti- 
tute, another  and  a  more  numerous  class  of  our 
citizens  have  been  cajoled.  I  mean  the  laboring 
classes — those  who  could  make  out  to  save  a 
dollar  or  two  per  week  were  the  depositors  in 
this  institution.  Now  for  the  fact,  one  among  a 
thousand  equally  distressing :  A  milk  man  who 
had,  by  great  industry  and  economy,  gathered 
$1200,  and  placed  them  in  the  Bank  of  Mary- 
land ;  when  it  failed  he  sold  his  certificate  for 
$700,  taking  a  certificate  of  deposite  for  that 
amount  on  the  Maryland  Savings  Institute. — 
Out  of  the  frying  pan  into  the  fire." 

These  facts  speak  for  themselves.  And  he 
would  ask  if  it  be  possible  that  gentlemen  will 
continue  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  evidence 
which  they  and  similar  facts  bear  to  the  Capitol  ? 
V\  ill  the  representatives  of  the  people  alone  dis- 
play insensibility  to  the  distress  and  sufferings  of 
the  people  ?  He  had,  it  is  true,  occasionally 
felt  utterly  hopeless  as  to  any  thing  being  done 
during  this  session  to  relieve  the  country.  Bu 
he  would  not  relinquish,  until  the  last  moment, 
the  hope  which  he  now  entertained  that  gentleme 
will  yet  open  their  hearts  and  conform  to  the  en 
treaties  pouring  in  upon  us  from  all  parts  of  the" 
Union.  How  can  gentlemen  return  to  their  con- 
stituents leaving  the  country  in  such  a  state  as  it 
now  is?  How  can  they  (and  they  are  not  a  few,) 
who  are  notoriously  acting  in  opposition  to  the 
known  wishes  o*  their  constituents  return  home 
— and  meet  them  face  to  face  ?  He  implored 
members. to  pause  and  reflect  upon  the  awful  re- 
sponsibility under  which  they  act,  and  never  to 
leave  this  city  until  the  Constitution  and  laws 
are  restored  to  their  wonted  vigor,  and  the  pros- 
perity of  the  country  be  again  revived. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  FREYLINGHUYSEN  said:  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, 1  have  been  requested  to  present  to  the 
Senate  a  memorial  signed  by  1445  citizens  of 
i  the  county  of  Middlesex,and  city  of  New  Bruns- 
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wick,  in  New  Jersey,  who  are  friendly  to  the 
present  course  of  the  administration— opposed 
to  the  recharter  of  the  bank,  and  who  concur 
with  the  late  instructions  of  the  Legislature  to 
their  Senators  and  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  This  memorial  is  altogether 
respectful  in  language,  and  possesses  the  un- 
common merit  ot  brevity.  I  hope  it  will  be 
r.*ad,  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

I  am  also  charged  sir,  with  a  memorial  from 
300  citizens  of  the  county  of  Morris,  in  New 
Jersey,  opposed  to  the  late  rasli  experiment  of 
the  Executive,  in  the  removal  of  the  public  mo- 
neys from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  and 
who  believe  that  duty  to  the  country  requires 
of  the  President  to  retrace  his  steps  so  ill  con- 
sidered, and  fruitful  of  evil.  I  beg  leave  fur- 
ther to  present  the  memorial  of  two  hundred  and 
forty-one  citizens  of  Elizabethtown,  N.  Jersey; 
2)0  citizens  of  Livingston,  New  Jersey,  and  100 
citizens  of  Union  township,  in  the  same  State, 
all  holding  the  same  sentiments  of  regret  and 
complaint  with  respect  to  the  hostile  attitude  of 
this  administration  towards  the  bank.  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, my  fellow  citizens  of  the  Middlesex  me- 
morial will  find  that  those,  in  our  common  State 
whom  they  are  pleased  to  denominate  in  their 
memorial,  "a  fexo  bank  partisans,'"  are  increas- 
ing, and  indeed,  have  already  become,  a  formi- 
dable body  of  freemen. 

We  have  introduced  their  names  to  the  Se- 
nate, not  only  by  hundreds,  but  thousands, 
many  of  whom  were,  until  lately,  the  friends  of 
the  President  and  the  supporters  of  his  policy, 
and  who  have  been  constrained,  by  causes 
which  they  could  no  longer  resist,  to  oppose  a 
measure  whose  influence  on  the  prosperity  of 
the  country  they  have  seen  to  be  so  disastrous. 
Sir,  I  feel  bound  to  say>  in  my  place,  that,  so  far 
from  these  consisting  of  "a  few"  only,  they 
do,  in  my  clear  conviction,  at  this  moment,  com- 
pose a  decided  majority  of  the  good  people  of 
the  State  of  New  Jersey;  and  such,  I  have  no 
doubt,  will  be  the  demonstration  of  the  next  fall 
elections.  The  process  is  going  on  before  the 
people;  they  are  now  satisfied  that  the  remedy 
is  wiih  them,  and  that  we  can  do  nothing  but 
raise  our  solemn  protest,  as  we  shall;  and  they 
are  coining  up  to  the  rescue  of  the  Constituti  >n 
with  a  noble  firmness  and  an  ardent  patrio  ism. 
The  issue  cannot  be  otherwise,  :*>  I  trust,  than 
triumphant,  for  sound  principles  and  the  author- 
ity of  our  laws- 
Mr.  President,  one  circumstance ,  in  the  dis- 
cussions of  the  present  session,  has  struck  mc 
with  great  surprise.  We,  who  have  icsstedas 
we  could,  the  late  measures  of  the  Executive, 
have  been  charged,  and  by  some  ol  our  own 
body,  with  mere  patty  purposes,  and  a  design 
of  creating  and  spreading  abroad  a  factitious 
alarm.  At  the  commencement  of  our  debates, 
the  existence  of  any  distress  was  denied— when 
that  forced  conviction,  it  was  then  ascribed  to 
panic — panic  — all  the  Work  i»f  speeches  on  this 
floor—  got  up  for  no  end  but  to  cany  forward 
party  devices!  Sir,  if  I  had  no  other  object 
than  one  so  unworthy,  I  would  say  to  this  ad- 


ministration, hold  on  your  career — drive  on  the 
ruinous  expedients  which  you  have  adopted, 
and  the  sooner  will  such  policy  accomplish  your 
total  discomfiture.  No,  sir,  it  is  because  we  re- 
gard the  measure  as  oppressive  to  the  country, 
and  destructive  of  its  commercial  prosperity, 
that  we  have  and  do,  with  pure  intentions,  seek 
relief  for  our  constituents.  Party  designs!  why, 
sir,  I  believe  that,  even  now,  if  the  President 
could  be  persuaded  to  review  his  proceedings, 
and  reinstate  the  public  moneys,  and  restore 
confidence  to  trade  and  enterprise,  that  he  might 
enjoy  a  measure  of  tranquil  and  general  popu- 
larity, not  surpassed  since  the  times  of  Washing- 
ton. 

How  was  it  when  the  last  spring  opened  upon 
the  administration?  The  tariff  had  been  adjusted 
by  the  noble  stand  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay)  for  which  the  American 
people  should  never  cease  to  be  grateful.  The 
unhappy  collisions  with  our  sister  State  of  South 
Carolina  had  all  been  happily  accommodated;  we 
shook  hands  together  in  peace  at  the  close  of  the 
session,  and  felt  grateful  to  a  kind  Providence, 
that  had  healed  our  divisions,  and  restored  amity 
to  all  our  relations. 

The  President,  early  in  the  season,  had  visited 
the  middle  and  eastern  States,  and  was  welcomed 
by  all  parties,  with  respect,  and,  I  may  add, with 
gratitude.  His  fellow  citizens  rejoiced  in  an  oc- 
casion that  permitted  the  expression  of  their 
esteem  and  good  will  for  their  Chief  Magistrate. 
Those  who  expected  to  reassemble  in  our  public 
councils,  anticipated  with  no  common  satisfaction 
the  pleasant  duty  of  harmonious  and  tranquil 
legislation.  There  3cemed  to  be  no  other  pros- 
pect, than  that  we  should  meet  together,  and 
without  distraction  or  discord  deliberate  on  thu 
great  interests  of  the  country. 

At  such  a  hopeful  crisis  it  was  that  the  Presi- 
dent was  pleased  to  strike  a  blow  which  astoun- 
ded the  whole  nation — brought  its  business  to  a 
stand,  and  suddenly  and  violently  arrested  a  tide 
of  prosperity,  such  as  we  never  before  enjoyed. 
And  so  soon  as  the  public  mind  recovered  from 
the  shock  of  this  measure,  it  began  to  denounce 
it  as  an  inroad  upon  the  law  and  the  Constitution. 
True,  sir,  the  unrestrained  presses  of  party  as- 
sailed every  man  who  questioned  the  transaction 
with  the  odious  calumnies  of  bank  attorneys, 
bought  up  friends,  and  purchased  advocates.  But 
the  people  did  not  believe  it.  They  knew  better, 
and  have,  in  clear,  deep,  and  indignant  terms, 
repelled  these  slanders,  and  besought  the  party 
in  power  to  pause. 

1  rejoice,  Mr.  President,  at  the  aspect  of  po- 
litical  affairs  with  the  people.  They  have  too 
much  good  sense  to  decry,  or  consent  to  break 
down,  the  Senate.  They  range  on  our  side, 
sir,  anl  encourage  us,  unflinchingly,  to  with- 
stand this   tempest  of  passion  and  abuse. 

They  console  us  by  the  assurance,  that,  how- 
ever factious  presses  may  deem  us,  they  conti- 
nue their  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  our  con- 
duct, and  urge  us  to  an  unyielding  resistance  of 
power.  And,  s,r,  let  the  administration  believe 
that,  however  unavailing  may  be  our  efforts,  wo 
will,  as  strength  shall  be  granted,  set  our  f»ces 
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as  a  flint,  and  firmly  and  fearlessly  acquit  our 
conscience  of  the  duty  which  we  owe  to  the 
Constitution  and  the  country. 

I  move,  sir,  that  these  respective  memorials 
be  printed  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  F.  also  presented  a  copy  of  resolutions 
adopted  by  a  number  of  very  respectable  citi- 
zens of  Hallam  and  part  of  Windsor,  in  York 
county,  Pennsylvania,  opposed  to  the  removal 
of  the  deposites  and  friendly  to  the  United  States 
Bank.  Mr.  F.  said  that  this  meeting  professed 
to  embrace  all  parties,  and  he  was  authorized 
to  state  that  such  was  its  character,  and  that 
one  of  the  conspicuous  members  of  the  meet- 
ing had  sustained  the  Executive,  in  this  late 
measure,  until  his  own  observation  of  its  con- 
sequences convinced  him  of  its  ruinous  tenden- 
cies, and  prevailed  with  him  frankly  to  change 
his  own  course  and  endeavor  to  bring  the  Ex- 
ecutive branch  of  the  Government  to  wiser 
counsels.  Mr.  F.  moved  that  a  like  disposition 
be  made  of  these  resolutions. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  two  memorials  from 
certain  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  the 
bank;  which  were  read,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance ,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr .  TYLER  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
citizens  of  the  county  of  Norfolk,  in  Virginia, 
complaining  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
it  was  numerously  signed.  Without  reading,  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  EWING  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
county  of  Lincoln,  in  Ohio,  complaining  of  the 
effects  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites.  The 
memorial  was  signed  by  individuals  who  were 
of  both  parties  formerly,  and  the  meeting  was 
called  by  persons  who  were  favorable  to  the 
present  administration.  The  intention  of  calling 
the  meeting  was,  to  hold  a  consultation  on  the 
state.of  affairs,  and  from  it  the  resolutions  ema- 
anated.  Lincoln  was  situated  nearly  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  State,  and  owing  to  the  nature  of  the 
business  carried  on  there,  prices  were  much  af- 
fected by  the  rise  and  fall  of  commodities  in  the 
cities  upon  the  seaboard.  Prices  in  Lincoln  had 
now  become  very  low.  The  memorialists  attribu- 
ted the  fall  in  the  prices  of  their  products  to  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  and  the  only  way  that 
they  could  suggest  for  the  restoration  of  pros- 
perity, was  for  the  President  to  retrace  tire  step 
which  he  had  taken. 

Mr.  SILSBEE  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  third  congressional  district  of  Massachusetts. 
It  was,  he  said,  a  district  consisting  of  agricul- 
turists, manufacturers,  and  merchants.  It  con- 
tained the  great  manufacturing  town  of  Lowell, 
and  the  manufacturing  interest  was  very  con- 
siderable. But  the  merchants,  manufacturers, 
and  farmers,  were  suffering  by  the  experi 
men  s,  and  asked  a  restoration  of  the  deposites. 
The  memorial  was  signed  by  upwards  of  four 
thousand  two  hundred  persons. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Commitee 
on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

REPORTS  OF  BILLS. 
Mr.  TYLER,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 


reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  C«CatletU 

Read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  SMITH,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Antoine 
Le  Petiere. 

Read,  and  ordered  toa  second  reading. 

Mr.  BIBB,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi 
ciary,  on  the  petition  of  Antoine  Le  Peltier, 
reported  a  bill,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to 
a  second  reading,  and  the  report  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WILKINS,  from  the  Committee  on  Fo- 
reign Relations,  repoited  a  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act  for  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty 
with  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies. 

Also  a  bill  extending  the  time  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  treaty  with  France. 

Mr.  WEBSTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of Atwater 

and  others,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  MOORE,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Judith  and  Francis  Taylor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAYTON,  the  General 
and  Special  Orders  were  postponed,  and  the 
bill  to  amend  the  representation  in  the  Legis- 
lative Council  of  Florida,  and  to  provide  for  its- 
expenses,  was  taken  up,  read  a  second  time, 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

SPECIAL  ORDER. 

The  special  order  was  now  taken  up,  the  re- 
port of  the  Judiciary  Committee  on  the  pension, 
fund, 

When  Mr.  WRIGHT  had  concluded  his  re- 
marks, on  motion  of  Mr.  PRESTON, 

The  Senate  went  into  executive  session,  and 
when  the  doors  were  again  opened, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  11  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES  of  Georgia,  the 
further  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  contested  election  for  the  fifth  Con- 
gressional District  of  Kentucky,  was  postponed 
by  general  consent  till  Tuesday  next. 

Sundry  bills  were  reported,  read  twice  and 
committed,  and  various  reports  from  the  Stan- 
ding Committees  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WISE,  by  leave  of  the  House,  presented 
a  memorial  from  the  citizens  of  York  Town,Va., 
praying  for  the  erection  of  a  monument  where 
the  English  army  surrendered  the  American  for- 
ces, referred  on  Mr.  W.'s  motion,  to  a  Select 
Committee  of  five. 

Mr.  WISE  also  presented  a  memorial  from 
Gloucester  county,  Va.,  praying  for  a  general 
regulation  of  the  currency;  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee  of  seven,  to  be  chosen  by  ballot,  with 
certain  instructions,  to  come  up  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  PATTON  and  Mr.  FULTON,  also  by 
leave,  presented  memorials  of  a  private  nature. 
ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  BOON  asked  the  consent  of  the  House 
to  take  up  and  consider  a  resolution  offered  by 
him  some  weeks  ago  for  the  adjournment  of 
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Congress,   on  Saturday  the  31st  May  next,  ob- 
jected to. 

Mr.  BOON  gave  notice  that  he  should  move 
to  modify  the  resolution  to  the  16th  of  June,  Mr. 
B.  tlien  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  up  the  resolution,  and  asked 
for  the  ayes  and  nays  which  were  ordered. 

The  vote  was  ayes  152,  nays  12,  so  the  House 
agreed  to  suspend  the  rules  lor  that  purpose. 

Mr.  BOON  then  called  up  the  resolution,  ad- 
verted to  a  letter  which  he  stated  had  appeared 
in  the  Telegraph  of  the  17th,  impugning  his  mo- 
tives in  introducing  the  proposition  and  ascri- 
bing them  to  a  coalition  with  a  body  called  the 
kitchen  cabinet.  He  knew  of  no  such  body,  and 
the  statement  was  altogether  a  base  and  vile  cal- 
umny which  he  repelled  with  indignation,  and 
which  he  threw  back  into  the  teeth  of  those  by 
whom  it  had  been  uttered. 

He  modified  the  resolution  by  extending  the 
term  for  the  adjournment  to  the  16th  of  June. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  and  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  FOSTER  moved  to-amend  by  resolving  to 
adjourn  on  Saturday,  the  14th,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  possibility  of  having  to  sit  on  Sunday. 

Mr.  CHILTON  suggested  Tuesday  the  17th, 
so  that  the  clerk  might  have  time  to  make  up  the 
journal. 

Mr.  FOSTER'S  amendment  was  negatived, 
and  Mr.  Chilton's  withdrawn  and  subsequently 
renewed  by  another  member,  whose  name  the 
reporter  is  not  acquainted  with. 

The  vote  was  ayes  79,  noes  86,  so  the  amend- 
ment was  negatived. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Indiana,off*ered  a  proviso  that 
the  resolutiqn  should  pass,  provided  the  essen- 
tial business  of  the  people  before  Congress 
should  be  determine. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  asked  who  should  determine 
what  that  essential  business  was 

Mr.  EWING  replied,  and  was  understood  to 
state  that  it  was  all  which  concerned  the  interests 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  VINTON  inquired  of  the  Chairman  of  the 


The  CHAIR  communicated  to  the  House,  a 
letter  announcing  the  resignation  of  Samuel  C. 
Foot,  as  a  member  of  that  House. 

Also,  various  communications  from  the  De- 
partments. 

The  special  order  of  the  day  was  then  taken 
up.  It  was  a  bill  in  relation  to  the  commutation 
of  pensions  of  certain  revolutionary  officers. 

Mr.  CRANE,  of  Ohio,  said  that  as  one  of  the 
committee,  by  whom  this  bill  was  reported,  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  say   a  few  words,  as  to  the 
principles  of  the  bill;  the  more  so,  because  the 
bill  had  been  for  sometime  withdrawn  from  the 
attention  of  the  House.    It  was  not  the  intention 
of  the   bill  to   extend  the   benefits  of  officers 
beyond  the  original  institution  of  Congress;  it 
was  merely  designed  to  carry  that  intention  in- 
to effect.     Mr.  C.  then  went  into  adetailed  and 
particular  statement  of  the  several  acts  which 
had  been  passed  on  the  subject.     The  first  was 
the  act  of  May  15,  1778;  which  gave  half  pay 
for  seven  years  to  officers,    on   condition,  that 
they  served  to  the  end  of  the  war.     This  benefit 
w;>s  by  a  subsequent  act  extended  to  tlie  widows 
and  orphans  of  those  who  died  in   the  service 
during  that  time.      By  the  act  of  October  21, 
1780, — and  wliich  act  was  passed  on  the  press- 
ing entreaty  of  General  Washington,  the  half- 
pay  was  extended  to  the  life  of  the  individuals. 
By  that  act  those  officers  were  divided  into  two 
classes;  first,  those   who  retired  under  former 
acts;  and  secondly,  those  who  remained  in  the 
service  until  the  end  of  the   war.       By  an  act 
passed  in  little  more  than  a  year  subsequent,  a 
provision  was  made  that  certain  officers  should 
retire;  and  to  those  officers  it  gave  all  the  ad- 
vantages which  had  been  given  to  those  who  re- 
tired under  the  former  act.     The  next  act  was 
that  of  March,  '83,  which  gave  to  officers  five 
years  full  pay  in  lieu  of  the  half-pay  of  former 
acts.     This  was  passed  at  the  instance  of  the 
officers  themselves,    and  afforded  a  proof  of 
the  devotion  of  the  officers  of  the  American 
army  to  their  country,   inasmuch  as  it  showed 
their  desire  to  avoid  invidious  distinction.     Cer- 


Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,   (Mr.   Polk,)  tainly  this  was  not  an  advantageous  exchange 
whether  it  was  intended  to  act  on  the  deposito  for  young  officers.     In  the  year  1794,  the  time 


regulation  bill  before  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  ARCHER  asked  what  public  bills  remain- 
ed yet  to  be  acted  on,  he  meant  the  public  Ap- 
propriation Bills. 

Mr.  POLK  said  there  was  the  Indian  Bill,  the 
Fortification,  Bdl  and  the  Light  House  and  Har- 
bor Bills,  all  of  which  he  trusted  would  be  brought 
forward  as  early  as  possible. 

Mr.  VINTON  thought  the  deposite  regula- 
tion  bills  of  paramount  importance,  and  until 
that  was  disposed  of,  he  should  vote  against 
any  motion  for  fixing  the  day  of  adjournment 

Mr.  HARDIN  would  vote  against  any  ad- 
journment of  the  session  until  some  mes^ure 
should  be  adopted  for  chartering  a  Bank  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  CHILTON  saw  no  reason  for  a  protrac- 
tion of  the  session,  and  should  vote  for  the  mo- 
tion. 


expired  at  which  the  claims  under  the  preced- 
actions  of  Congress  could  be  presented. 
This  limitation,  had,  to  the  credit  of  Congress, 
been  repealed  by  successive  acts,  and  the  claims 
allowed  as  if  no  such  limitation  existed.  After 
examining  and  controverting  the  various  objec- 
tions which  had  been  advanced  against  the  bill, 
Mr.  C  said,  the  true  question  was,  which  was 
the  best  mode  of  determining  these  claims. 
Would  the  House  continue  to  legislate  on  the 
claims  of  individuals,  or  would  it,  by  a  general 
bill,  provide  a  certain  mode  for  the  settlement 
of  those  claims.  The  latter,  he  contended,  was 
the  preferable  mode,  it  was  less  expensive, — 
the  department  had  a  more  ready  reference  to 
the  public  records,  and  the  officers  were  not  so 
liab  e  to  change  as  the  members  of  a  committee 
of  that  House. 

Mr.  C  replied  to  the  objections  urged  by  the 


The  House  then  passed  to  the  order  of  the  honorable  member  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr, 
day;  ayes  84,  n.-es  78.  [Pierce)  that  the  adoption  of  this  bill  would  tend 
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to  increase  executive  power.  It  was  not  so. — 
There  was  no  new  office  to  be  created  under  this 
bill,  and  how  it  could  be  said  to  have  that  effect 
(Mr.  C.)  was  at  a  loss  to  know.  Mr.  C.  believed 
that  executive  power  had  increased  and  was  now 
increasing  to  an  alarming  extent,  but  it  was  not 
in  this  way.  Again,  it  had  been  objected  that  the 
passage  of  this  bill  would  open  a  door  to  corrup- 
tion and  imposition,  but  its  provisions  were  suffi- 
ciently strong  to  overthrow  this  objection.  Then 
if  there  were  any  thing  in  the  objection,  it  appli- 
ed equally  to  the  individual  cases  now  brought 
before  the  Revolutionary  Committee,  where 
claims  might  be  advanced  with  as  much,  or  even 
more  facility ,than  they  could  be  under  the  propos- 
ed regulation.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
had  stated  that  the  bill  of  1818  was  a  commuta- 
tion act. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  explained.  He  had  not 
said  that  the  act  was  in  a  literal  sense  a  commu- 
tation act,  but  that  in  its  operations  it  might  be 
so  considered. 

Mr.  CRANE  resumed.  He  could  not  see  that 
that  act  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  question,  as 
it  then  stood.  Another  objection  against  the 
present  bill  was,  that  there  was  an  invidious  dis- 
tinction between  the  officer  and  the  private  sol- 
dier. This  was  altogether  a  mistake.  The 
distinction  was  inconsequence  of  previous  enact- 
ments in  existence  at  the  time  when  the  men 
joined  the  army.  Mr.  C.  replied  at  considerable 
length  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Vanderfoel,  and 
made  sundry  references  to  the  former  bills  passed 
on  this  subject. 

Mr.  C.  continued  in  commendation  of  the  bia- 
very,  the  patriotism,  the  self-devotion,  and  the 
spirit  of  liberty  which  distinguished  the  soldiers 
Avho  composed  the  army  of  the  Revolution.  He 
referred  to  the  celebrated  address  to  the  Ameri- 
can army  at  that  period,  which,  but  for  the  pa- 
triotism of  its  members,  might  have  led  perhaps 
to  utter  desolation.  He  next  adverted  to  the 
meeting  in  the  Jerseys,  and  to  the  noble  feeling 
of  the  Americans  who,  when  in  a  state  of  despe- 
ration, yet  remembered  the  duty  they  owed  to 
their  country,  and  in  a  time  of  unexampled  exas- 
peration, resisted  the  allurements  of  the  enemy, 
und  delivered  up  to  justice  the  emmissaries  of  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  the  British  General.  He  went, 
for  some  further  time,  in  an  argument  in  favor  of 
the  justice  of  the  claim  of  these  brave  men. 
Mr.  POLK  spoke  of  the  importance  of  proceed- 
ing with  the  appropriation  bills,  and  of  post- 
poning the  present  question  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.   VANCE  made   a  few   remarks,    which 
were  not  distinctly  heard  by  the  reporter. 
Mr.  ALLEN,  of  Vt.,  rose,  when 
Mr.  GILMER  suggested  the  recommitment  of 
the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Claims  for  the  pur- 
pose of  a  modification  of  some  of  its  provisions. 
Mr.  ALLEN,  of  Vt.,  was  declared  entitled  to 
the  floor. 

He  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  bill  in  its  pre- 
sent shape .  He  objected  to  it  as  a  general  law, 
the  provisions  of  which,  it  appeared  to  him,ought 
not  be  presumed  applicable  to  every  case.  He 
went  into  an  inquiry  as  to  the  validity  and  pro- 
priety of  the  nature  of  the  evidence  to  be  receiv- 


ed, under  the  bill,  in  substantiation  of  claims; 
and  contended  that  the  provisions  contained  in  it 
were  insufficient  to  cover  the  cases  which  might 
be  brought  forward  by  its  enactment,  and  would 
form  a  dangerous  precedent  for  the  future. 

Mr.  A.  proceeded,  after  a  further  view  of  the 
general  principles  of  the  bill,  to  state  his  objec- 
tions to  the  minor  details  of  it. 

Mr  A.  said,  one  of  the  main  objections  he  had 
to  this  bill  was,  that  it  provided  not  only  for 
the  representatives  of  the  officers  engaged  in 
the  seven  years'  war,  but  also  for  the  heirs  of 
their  widows.  He  saw  no  reason  why  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  should  be  so  extended.  He 
was  willing  that  it  should  embrace  the  widows 
and  ophans  of  those  patriotic  men,  but  be  would 
go  no  further,  nor  did  he  believe  it  was  origin- 
ally intended  to  go;  so  far,  from  the  fact  that 
restrictions  had  been  embodied  in  the  former 
resolutions.  The  provision  was  confined  to  the 
officers  and  their  widows,  and  to  none  else,  and 
at  their  death  it  ceased.  If  the  widow  or  the 
orphan  were  still  living,  he  should  be  willing  to 
vote  for  the  bill,  but  he  was  opposed  entirely 
to  an)r  provision  for  the  heirs  of  the  widow,  many 
of  whom,  under  this  bill,  would  be  entitled  to 
large  fortunes.  Such  a  provision  formed  no 
part  of  the  contract  under  which  these  men  en- 
tered into  the  service,  and  was  opposed  to  every 
principle  of  just  legislation.  Upon  these  grounds 
he  should  oppose  the  bill,  and  trusted  the  House 
would  not  adopt  it. 

Mr.  TERRILL  followed  in  support  of  the 
bill,  and  gave  a  brief  historical  view  of  the  sit- 
uation of  this  country  at  the  time  the  contract 
was  made  for  half  pay  for  life,  to  the  officers 
engaged  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Mr.  T. 
referred  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  and 
the  memorial  of  the  officers  prior  to  the  pet  of 
1783,  and  said,  that  from  the  voluntary  surren- 
der made  by  them,  they  had  peculiar  claims 
upon  their  country.  They  had  made  a  great 
sacrifice,  and  they  ought  to  be  indemnified,  by 
the  execution  of  the  contract  under  which  they 
had  been  induced  to  make  that  sacrifice. 

Mr.  I-.  preceeded,  and  discussed  the  rules 
of  evidence  which  ought  in  his  opinion  to  regu- 
late the  claims  under  the  bill. 

Mr.  YOUNG  followed.  He  referred  to  the 
former  uniform  practice  of  the  House  in  these 
cases;  and  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  argu- 
ment advanced  by  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont. He  quoted  the  resolutions  under  the 
laws  of  1781,  '2,  '3,  and  '4,  on  the  commutation 
to  be  allowed;  and  contended  that  pay  was 
thereby  to  be  granted  to  all  those  then  in  ser- 
vice, wilh  an  allowance  of  6  per  cent,  until  the 
same  should  be  paid.  The  principle  had  then 
been  recognized,  and  the  obligations  acknow- 
ledged. And  Mr.  Y.  maintained,  and  quoted 
many  instances  in  i-uppwrt  of  this  position,  that 
the  same  rule  extended  to  the  compensation  of 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  had  fallen 
in  the  glorious  contest  which  had  established 
our  independence.  He  afterwards  adverted  to 
the  particular  provisions  of  the  bill  which,  in 
respect  to  the  notice  of  the  proof  required,  he 
contended  bore  with  peculiar  hardness  and  in. 
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justice  on  the  claimants;  as  also,  in  his  opinion* 
did  the  statute  of  limitation. 

Mr.  Y.,  in  continuation,  argued  that  the  time 
allowed  for  the  settlement  of  these  claims  had 


prove  of  the  passage  of  a  bill  which  would  give 
rise  to  a  mass  of  claims  to  an  extent  of  which 
.they  could  form  no  calculation,  and  from  per- 
sons who  had  no  sort  of  title  to  any  pay  what- 


not been  sufficient  to  justify  the  application  of i ever.     Mr.  G.  referred  to  the  former  commuta- 


ihe  principles  of  limitation.  Further,  that  it 
was  to  be  presumed  that  many  of  these  officers 
had  been  prevented,  by  sickness  or  infirmity, 
from  presenting  their  claims  within  the  pre- 
scribed time.  He  referred  to  the  case  of  Col. 
Logan,  whose  widow  and  orphans  had  never 
received  a  cent,  although  General  Washington 
had  complimented  that  individual  as  one  who, 
for  bravery  and  talents,  would  do  honor  to  any 
nation.  "Also  to  various  other  individual  cases 
which  bore  upon  the  question,  and  his  argu- 
ment upon  it.  After  adverting  to  various  points 
in  which  the  present  system  was  defective,  Mr. 
Y.  then  illustrated  the*  case  by  that  of  an  insol- 
vent individual  who,  having  paid  certain  claims, 
at  last  shuts  clown  his  gate,  and  says  he  will 
pay  no  man  unless  he  comply  with  certain  con- 
ditions. Such  was  the  case  with  this  Govern- 
ment. The  statufe  of  limitation  ought  to  be 
opened  once  more.  The  present  act  only 
opened  it  for  four  years;  and  he  was  unwilling 
to  accede  to  this  limitation.  He  further  con- 
tended against  the  principle,  that  those  who 
had  not  served  to  the  end  of  the  war  should  be 
cut  off  from  the  benefit  of  the  act  for  that  term 
of  service,  even  though  the  loss  of  a  limb  or 
other  disability  in  the  war  might  have  been  the 
cause  or  his  not  serving  the  full  term.  He  (Mr. 
Y.)  was  of  opinion  that  the  present  bill  did  not 
extend  the  benefits  originally  intended  by  Con- 
gress. Another  class  to  which  objection  had 
been  made— the  officers  of  a  higher  grade  — 
could  be  but  few;  to  restrict  the  action  of  Con- 
gress on  this  class  would  be  unworthy  of  a 
prosperous  and  high-minded  nation.  It  was 
further  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  that  a 
considerable  sum  had  accrued  to  the  country  J 
of  uncla.med  dividends  of  persons  whose  claims 
had  been  made  out,but  who  had  not  been  able 
to  take  the  benefit  of  those  claims.  Mr  V. 
concluded  by  a  further  statement  of  the  injus- 
tice of  the  statutes  of  limitations,  and  by  ex- 
pressing a  hope  that  Congress  would  not  take 
advantage  of  that  principle 

Mr.  GILMER  said  he  was  convinced  that  if 
the  House  passed  this  hill,  it  would  be  because 
they  had  declined  to  give  it  that  examination 
which  itmeritcd.  It  was  truc,as  had  been  said, 
as  long  as  these  cases  came  before  the  commit- 
tee as  individual  cases,  it  would  be  utterly  im- 
possible, constituted  as  that  House  was,  for  the 
members  to  examine  and  weigh  the  facts,  and 
documents  brought  forward  as  evidence  of  claims. 
Many  of  them  would  take  up  twelve  months,  and 
how  then  could  that  House  examine  the  facte  of 
particular  cases?  It  became,  therefore  necessa- 
ry, for  the  House  to  examine  the  principles  on 
which  these  claims  might  be  determined.  He 
was  willing  to  make  ample  and  liberal  compen- 
sation where  it  was  merited  ,  and  if  the  widow 
or  children  of  any  one  of  these  officers  were 
alive,  he  would  be  in  favor  of  granting  the  com- 
mutation to  them,  but  he  was   unwilling  to  ap- 


tion  bill  passed  by  men,  some  of  whose  names 
were  to  bo  found  appended  to  the  declaration 
of  independence,  and  who  best  understood  what 
those  claimants  were  fairly  entitled  to;  ample 
time  and  ample  opportunity  had  been  afforded 
to  all  these  officers  to  come  forward  and  claim 
their  commuta1  ion  pay.  The  Government  at  va  - 
rious  times,  had  invited  it,  and  it  was  to  be  in- 
fercd,  that  every  officer  not  indebted  to  the  Go- 
vernment had  done  so. 

The  presumptions  were  all  against  the  validity 
of  these  claims,  and  he  trusted  the  House  would 
pause  before  it  passed  such  a  measure  a  s  this.— 
Mr.  G.  said  he  should  move  to  refer  this  bill 
back  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State 
of  the  Union,  where  the  amendments  offered  by 
him  might  be  fully  discussed. 

Mr.  YOUNG  explained. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  was  in  favor  of  the  pro- 
posed reference,  because  it  contained  provisions 
to  which  he  had  great  objections.  Mr.  V.  briefly 
reiterated  the  substance  of  some  of  his  former 
remarks  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  EATES  was  against  the  recommittal  of 
the  bill,  from  the  great  delay  and  consequent 
hardship  that  would  arise  from  doing  so. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  was  compelled  to  abstain 
from  voting,  either  for,  or  against  the  recommit- 
ment of  the  bill,  because  he  was  personally  in- 
terested in  it;  as  far  as  he  was  concerned  he  had 
no  objection  to  give  the  treasury  a  receipt  in  full, 
sotha*  his  constituents  might  have  the  benefit  of 
his  vote,  but  there  were  others  whose  just  claims 
were  involved  in  his  own.  Mr.  W.  replied  to 
Mr.  Gilmer,  and  Mr.  Vanderpoel,  and  called 
upon  the  House  not  to  assent  to  the  motion  for 
recommitting  the  bill.  These  claims  presented 
themselves  in  a  different  character  from  most 
others.  They  were  founded  upon  a  previous 
contract,  for  services  to  be  performed,  and  not 
like  pensions,  to  remunerate  for  services  after 
they  had  been  performed.  Mr.  W.  referred  to 
the  support  given  to  this  bill  by  the  late  Judge 
Bouldin  himself,  a  most  stern  opponent  of  every- 
thing in  the  shape  of  a  pension.  That  venerable 
and  lamented  statesmen  had  given  this  bill  his 
warm  and  zealous  co-operation.  The  principle 
had  been  recommended  by  General  Washington, 
in  1783.  Congress  bad  never  refused  a  single 
individual  claim  of  this  kind,  and  already  in  the 
present  session  upwards  of  twenty  special  bills 
had  been  passed. 

Mr.  W.  contended  that  this  bill  merely  embo- 
died the  prienciples  upon  which  all  the  commit- 
tees had  heretofore  acted,  and  would  save  the 
labor  and  time  of  bringing  in  a  separate  bill  foi 
each  case. 

Mr.  BI11GGS  moved  that  the  House  adjourn 
Not  carried;  ayes  63,  nays  82. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  read  a  document,  in  which 
interest  on  these  claims  had  been  recognized 
from  the  time  they  first  became  due.  Mr.  M. 
replied  to  Mr.  Vanderpoel,  and  argued  against 
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the  recommitment  of  the  bill,  Mr.  M.  said  the 
presumptions  were  in  favor  of  the  claimants, 
who  ought  not  to  be  damaged  under  a  plea  of 
limitation. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  replied   to  Mr.   Wise, 
and  said  he  should  have  hoped,  that  while  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  abstained  from  voting 
because  he  was  personally  interested,  he  would 
also  have  abstained  from   denouncing  the  opin- 
ions and  judgment  of  others.    It  was  impossible, 
however  clear  the  judgment  of  that  gentleman 
might  be  on  this  occasion,  that  it  should  not  be 
influenced  by  the  interest  which  he  had  in  this 
bill.    Men  were  but  men;  and  he  (Mr.  V.)  could 
not  help   thinking  that  the  epithets  which  the 
member  from  Virginia  had  used — had  been  used 
in  the  place,  or  rather,  for  the  want  of  more  sub 
stantial  materials.     Mr.  V.  said,  he  did  not  mean 
to  disparage  the  patriotic  State  of  Virginia,  but 
he  must  contend   that  many  of  the  citizens  of 
that  State  claiming  under  this  bill,would  if  it  pas- 
sed, be  twice  paid — he  alluded  to  the  provision 
made  by  the  State  itself  for  the  pay  of  these  in- 
dividuals.     After  some  further  remarks,  Mr.  V. 
concluded  by  a  reply  to  the  observation  of  the 
member  from  Virginia,  that   he   did  not  know 
whether  Mr-  V.  had  any  revolutionary  blood  in 
his  veins.     On  this  point,  said  Mr.  V.,  I  will  im- 
itate the  conduct  of  the  modest  christian,  who, 
when  being  asked  whether  he  had  any  piety,  re- 
plied, none  worth  talking  of. 
Mr.  WISE  briefly  replied. 
Mr.  WARD  rose  to  inquire  of  the  committee 
bv  whom  this   bill  was  reported,  whether  there 
was  a  possibility  of  a  certain  class  of  claimants 
under  this  bill  being  paid  twice.     If  so,  he  would 
vote  against  the  bill;  but,   if  he  understood   the 
matter  rightly,   it  was  not   so;  inasmuch  as  a 
record  existed  which  would   show  whether  the 
claimant  had  been  paid  before  or  not 

Mr.  MARSHALL  said  that  it  was  impossible 
that  a  claimant  could  be  paid  twice  under  the 
provisions  of  the  bill. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Gamble's 
motion  to  recommit  the  bill. 

Mr.  BEATTY  asked  for  the  ayes  and  noes; 
but  the  House  refused. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  recom 
mitment:   ayes  88,    noes   76.     So  the  bill  was 
recommitted;  after  which, 
The  House  adjourned. 


democrats  in  New  Castle  county, Delaware;  go- 
ing the  whole  for  Gen.  Jackson,  and  ascribing 
the  existing  distresses,  not  to  his  measures,  but 
to  a  pretence  of  distress. 
The  proceedings  were  read. 
Mr.  NAUDAIN  said,  that  the  citizens  of 
New  Castle  County,  speaking  for  themselves, 
hy  their  memorial  signed  by  a  majority  of  all 
the  legal  voters  of  that  county,  appeared  a  few 
weeks  sinee  before  the  Senate,  declaring  their 
opinion  that  the  distress  which  pervaded  the 
country,  and  which  seemed  to  be  still  increasing, 
was  occasioned  by  the  removal  of  the  public 
deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ; 
that,  to  effect  this  removal,  the  President  had 
violated  the  laws  and  disregarded  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  country  5  and  praying  Congress  to 
cause  the  deposites  to  be  restored,  and  the  bank 
to  be  rechartered,  as,  in  their  opinion ,  the  on- 
ly effectual  means  of  relief. 

Now,  sir,  9aid  Mr.  N. ,  we  have  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  meeting  of  delegates  appointed  by  pri- 
mary assemblies  of  the  people ,  in  the  several 
hundreds  of  that  county;  presented  to  the  Se- 
nate through  its  presiding  officer;  setting  forth, 
as  they  say,  "the  views  and  opinions  of  the 
Democracy  of  New  Castle  County,"  and  ap- 
proving of  all  the  acts  of  the  Executive.  Be- 
fore I  proceed  to  notice  the  resolutions  them- 
selves, I  will  say  a  word  or  two  about  the  man- 
ner in  which  this  same  meeting  of  delegates  was 
got  up. 

First,  sir,  a  paper  was  circulated  for  signa- 
ture, purporting  to  be  a  call  for  all  those  ap— 
proving  the  conduct  of  the  President,  to  meet 
in  general  county  meeting,  and  express  their 
views  and  sentiments.  But  when  this  paper 
was  passed  round,  so  many  of  the  former  sup- 
porters of  the  President  refused  to  sign  it,  that 
it  became?obvious  such  a  meeting  must  be  an 
entire  failure,  and  expose  their  impotent  at- 
tempt to  scorn  and  derision.  The  plan  of  ope- 
rations was  then  changed.  Circulars  were  sent 
round  to  the  faithful,  in  the  respective  hundreds, 
to  call  a  meeting  in  each  hundred,  and  send  five 
delegates  from  each  to  a  county  convention ,  to 
express  their  opinions  about  the  present  state  of 
the  affairs  of  the  country. 

The  Jackson  party,  sir,  have  hitherto  polled 
something  upwards  of  1,600  votes  in  that  coun- 
ty. But  with  all  this  effort  to  parade  and  or- 
ganize their  force,  these  primary  meetings  were 
miserable  failures.  In  the  two  Southern  hun- 
dreds of  the  county,  containing  about  600  vo- 
ters, and  where  the  strength  of  parties  were 
nearly  equal,  but  twenty-five  persons  attended 
these  calls,  as  I  have  been  informed  by  mo;t 
respectable  authority .  And  even  in  the  city  of 
Wilmington ,  with  all  the  advantages  of  a  night 
meeting,  and  drumming  up  fur  their  forces, 
they  could  bring  b  it  about  forty  or  fifty  to  ral- 
And  these  delegates, 


SENATE. 

Wednesday  May,  14,  1834. 

Mrt  CHAMBERS,  Senator  from  Maryland, 
after  a  few  days  ab&ence,  appeared  in  his  seat 
again  this  morning. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  Se- 
cretary, communicating  certified  copies  of  the 
treaty  of  Navigation  and  Commerce,  wilh  the 

Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  and  of^he  Articles  ly  round  their  stundard. 

tif  Convention  between  the  United  States  and  thus  appointed  by  a  handful  of  the  people  of 
the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies:  Referred  to  the  the  county;  nearly,  if  not  quite  one  half  of 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  them,  too  old,  thorough,  uncompromising,  pro- 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  the  pro-  scr'ptive  federalists,  have  undertaken  to  express 
ceedings  of  a  public  meeting  of  the  delegates  "the  views  and  opinions  of  the  Democracy  of 
from  the  respective  hundreds    of  the  Jackson  New  Castle  County." 
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Sir,  if  they  had  professed  to  express,  what 
their  poceedings  do  express,  the  sentiments  of 
the  Jacksonism  of  the  county,  I  should  not  have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  trespass  upon  the  time 
and  patience  of  the  Senate,  in  endeavoring  to 
expose  the  pretences  by  which  they  are  at- 
tempting to  practise  upon  their  fellow  citizens. 
Mr.  President,  I  have  been  a  citizen  of  New 
Castle  County  more  than  fifteen  years.  I  was 
brought  up  in  the  school  of  Democracy.  I  have 
been  honored  with  the  confidence  and  support 
of  that  portion  of  my  fellow  citizens,  in  days 
that  are  past,  when  the  old  party  lines  were 
strongly  drawn.  I  was  thrice  nominated  by  the 
Democratic  State  Convention  for  a  seat  in  the 
other  House  of  Congress,  and  received  the  sup- 
port of  that  party  in  opposition  to  that  distin- 
guished Federalist,  the  present  Secretary  of 
State,  whose  brother  I  see  is  now  among  the 
chosen  organs  of  the  ''Democracy  of  New  Cas- 
tle County." 

Sir,  it  is  well  known  that  political  contests  in 
the  State ,  which  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to 
represent  on  this  floor,  were  always  fought  on 
the  old  distinctions  of  Democracy  and  Federal- 
ism, until  the  year  1827.  Then  the  spirit  of 
Jacksonism  swept  over  our  little  State,  and 
overturned  our  old  party  divisions;  and  our  ci- 
tizens, as  they  have  done  every  where  else, 
ranged  themselves  under  new  banners.  And 
now ,  sir,  after  they  have  pulled  down  the  good 
old  Democratic  flag,  torn  it  in  pieces,  and  scat- 
tered its  fragments  to  every  wind— after  asso- 
ciating themselves  with  the  most  uncompromis- 
ing Federalists  within  the  State— with  one-half 
of  (his  very  meeting,  made  up  of  the  bitterest  of 
the  opponents  of  Democracy— men  who  had 
spent  their  political  lives  in  reviling  it,  and  the 
great  founder  of  the  party,  Mr.  Jefferson;  with 
men  among  them,  too,  who  not  long  since  de- 
clared that  "  if  they  thought  they  had  one  drop 
of  Democratic  blood  in  their  veins,  they  would 
have  it  out  at  the  risk  of  life''— such  men,  Mr. 
President,  so  elected,  and  so  constituted,  are 
talking  about  "the  views  and  opinions  of  the 
Democracy  of  New  Castle  County  !  !  !" 

What  do  such  men  know  of  democracy?  They 
have  always  represented  democracy  as  the  opin- 
ions of  disorganizes  and  jacobins  ;  as  a  politi- 
cal heresy,  most  dangerous  to  the  stability  of  the 
Governmentand  the  liberties  of  the  people.  Some 
of  these  were  the  black  cockade  men  of  '99,  the 
advocates  of  alien  and  sedition  laws,  ond  all  the 
other  abuses  of  power  which  thrust  the  old  Fed- 
eral party  from  office.  These  have  always  been 
high  prerogative  men— upholders  of  the  Execu- 
tive in  all  assumptions  of  power — stern  oppos- 
ers  of  all  reform  of  abuses  in  the  Government — 
and  yet,  sir,  these  men  pretend  to  talk  about 
"the  views  and  opinions  of  democracy!" 

Sir,  the  democrats  of  '98  contended  against 
the  encroachments  of  Executive  power — against 
all  acts  tending  to  the  concentration  of  power 
in  the  Executive — against  laws  passed,  as  they 
believed,  in  derogation  of  the  Constitution,  and 
infringing  the  liberty  of  speech  and  the  press. — 
"What  principles  are  these  newly  made,  recent- 
ly dyed,  Jackson  democrats  supporting?     The 


only  principle  which  appears  to  govern  them 
is  Jacksonism— pure  unadulterated  Jackson- 
•jm— that  is,  sir,  that  Jackson  can  do  no  wrong. 
\,  myself,  heard  some  of  these  same  consistent 
jrentlemen  electioneering  for  Jackson  in  1828, 
on  the  ground  that  the  President  should  be  elect- 
ed but  for  one  term,  because,  said  they,  he  night 
ivield  the  patronage  of  the  Government  corrupt- 
ly to  secure  his  own  re-election,  and  their  favor- 
ite war  cry,  in  one  part  of  our  State,  then,  was 
"Four  years  and  Liberty."  We  all  rememfrcr 
this  was  good  Jackson  doctrine  then.  But  when 
the  "  Old  Hero"  franked  a  letter  to  a  Pennsylva- 
nia Senator,  intimating  very  broadly  that  a  re- 
nomination  from  the  Legislature  of  that  State 
would  be  very  acceptable,  why  these  same  gen- 
tlemen could  see  nothing  inconsistent  in  this,  ci- 
ther with  his  or  their  former  opinions,  and  so 
they  again  supported  him.  Again,  when  he  was 
thought  to  be  for  the  tariff,  they  were  good  tariff 
men — but  when  he  was  found  not  to  be  favora- 
ble to  the  then  tariff,  their  cry  was  •  Down  with 
the  tariff!   Hurrah  for  Jackson." 

Before  Jackson  assailed  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  they  were  its  supporters.  Its  action, 
then,  was  beneficent;  it  was  a  necessary  check 
to  improvident  issues  by  the  State  banks  ;  it  had 
given  us  a  sound  and  uniform  currency  through- 
out the  country ;  and  afforded,  as  the  fiscal  agent 
of  the  Treasury,  the  most  important  facilities  in 
the  money  transactions  of  the  nation.  But  when 
this  institution  was  denounced  by  the  President, 
then  their  mental  vision  was  rendered  so  extreme- 
ly acute,  that  they  could  see  most  clearly  what 
they  had  never  dreamed  of  before.  It  then  be- 
came "a  monster,"  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of 
the  country ;  it  had  then  utterly  failed  in  all  the 
purposes  of  its  creation  ;  and  must  be  put  down, 
cost  what  it  may  ;  yes,  even  if  the  laws  were  vio- 
lated, and  the  Constitution  trampled  under  foot  to 
effect  it ;  even  if  the  Executive  (that  most  safe 
recipient  of  power,  in  their  estimation,)  should 
usurp  uncontrolled  power  over  the  public  purse, 
in  defiance  of  Congress.  Yes,  in  their  own 
words,  they  "approve  of  the  whole  course  of  the 
present  administration."  The  whole,  sir ;  the 
whole.  They  have  followed  the  President  in 
every  thing.  Light  enough  always  beamed  upon 
them  to  enable  them  to  follow  on  through  all  the 
Executive  doublings  ;  and  being  actuated  by  the 
single  principle  of  Jacksonism,  they  have  never 
faltered,  and  doubtless  are  note  as  ready  to  ap- 
prove all  future  as  all  past  acts  of  the  Executive. 
-ind  these  men  profess  they  arc  democrats.  So  did 
I  not  learn  democracy,  Mr.  President. 

In  that  school  in  which  it  is  my  pride  and  boast 
to  have  been  brought  up,  I  learned  a  jealous 
watchfulness  of  Executive  power.  I  imbibed  a 
profound  reverence  for  the  Constitution  and 
jaws.  I  was  taught  a  division  of  the  powers  of 
Government  was  necessary  for  the  preservation 
of  our  liberties;  and  that  the  stability  of  our  blessed 
form  of  government  depended  mainly,  under 
Providence,  on  each  department  being  confined 
to  its  constitutional  orbit,  the  one  not  impinging 
on  the  other.  I  did  not  there  learn  that  the  Pre- 
sident should  execute  the  Constitution  and  laws 
'as  he  understands  them.'  I  did  not  there  learn  the 
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President  had  a  dispensing  power  over  the  laws 
and  treaties,  and  might  execute  them  or  not  at 
his  pleasure.  I  did  not  there  learn  that  the  Pre- 
sident could  give  a  qualified  approval  of  a  bill  pre- 
sented him  forhis  signature,  and  thus  amend  a  bill 
Avhich  had  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and 
mould  it  to  suit  his  own  views.  I  did  nottherelearn 
that  the  veto  power  should  be  used  in  a  manner 
more  arbitrary,  oppressive,  and  dangerous  than  it 
has  been  used  in  England  since  their  revolution, 
and  so  as  to  absorb  all  legislative  power.  I  did 
^ot  there  learn,  sir,  that  all  offices,  except  the 
judicial,  were  held  by  the  tenure  of  an  arbitrary 
Executive  will ;  or  that  all  the  officers  of  the 
Federal  Government  were  to  pay  for  their  ap- 
pointments, by  electioneering  services  in  support 
of  the  President  and  the  successor  of  his  choice 
In  short,  sir,(and  this  seems  to  be  the  very  essence 
and  spirit  of  Jacksonism,)  I  do  not  recognize  it 
ns  a  legitimate  democratic  doctrine,  "ihat  it  is 
glory  enough  to  serve  under  any  chief." 

I  again  repeat,  sir,  that  if  this  meeting  had 
professed  merely  to  represent  the  views  and 
opinions  of  the  Jackson  party  at  Ntwcaslle,  I 
should  not  have  trespassed  upon  the  time  of  the 
Senate.  But  when  such  men  have  professed  to 
represent  the  views  and  opinions  of  the  good  old 
democracy  of  Newcastle,  I  felt  that  duty  I  owed 
to  that  party  with  whom  it  was  always  my  pride 
and  pleasure  to  act,  compelled  me  to  break  that 
silence  I  have  hitherto  imposed  upon  myself 
since  I  have  had  the  honor  to  be  a  member  of  this 
body. 

Mr  CLAYTON  made  a  few  remarks  on  the 
memorial.  He  said,  he  knew  nothing  about  the 
democracy  of  New  Castle,  but  he  had  had  the 
honor  of  presenting,  a  few  days  ago,  a  memorial 
from  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  coun- 
ty, expressing  very  different  sentiments  from 
those  contained  in  the  present  paper.  He  did 
not  find  fault  with  the  present  memorialists,  for 
having  confided  their  memorial  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  but  he  would  say,  that  if  it 
had  been  sent  to  him,  he  should  have  felt  as 
much  pleasure  in  presenting  it,  as  in  presenting 
a  memorial  from  his  own  political  friends. 

Mr.  SMITH  presented  the  memorial  of 
Messrs.  Gooding  and  company,  and  others,  and 
moved  to  lay  the  same  on  the  table.  So  order- 
ed. 

Mr.  CLAY  presented  the[memorial  of  a  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  of  Louisville,  on  behalf  of 
Mr  Jacob  Lewis,  an  individual  who  was  enga- 
ged in  the  endeavor*  to  establish  a  manufactory, 
of  what  was  called  Queensware.  The  me- 
motial  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BIBB  presented  a  memorial  from  the  in- 
habitants of  Nelson  county,  Kentucky,  opposed 
to  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites,  and  com- 
plaining of  the  great  reduction  which  had  taken 
place  in  agricultural  products,  real  estate,  and 
the  price  of  labor.  The  memorialists  also  prayed 
Congress  not  to  adjourn  till,  a  remedy  had  been 
provided  for  these  evils.  Mr.  B.  said  the  me- 
morial was  short,  couched  in  perfectly  respect- 
ful language,  and  was  signed  principally  by  the 
substantial  land  and  property  holders  of  the 


county.  It  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  movement  of 
the  country  and  laboring  people.  Having  resi- 
ded in  Nelson  county,  he  could  say  that  among 
the  signers  of  this  memorial,  he  found  the  name3 
of  many  individuals  of  the  most  stable  property, 
and  the  most  sedate  character.  The  number  of 
signatures  amounted  to  550;  and  among  them 
he  did  not  find,  as  far  as  he  had  been  able  to 
ascertain,  that  of  a  single  merchant.  The  pre- 
sent paper  might  be  truly  said  to  be  the  memo- 
rial of  the  agriculturists  and  mechanical  labo- 
rers of  Nelson  county;  he  would  move  that  it  be 
read,  referred  to  the  Committe  on  Finance,  and 
printed. 

Mr.  BIBB  also  stated  that  the  paper  he  had 
offered  was  a  copy  of  the  original  memorial,  the 
latter  having  been  sent  to  the  Representatives 
of  the  State  of  Kentucky  in  the  other  House. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  gave  notice  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  move,  on  Friday,  that  the  bill  for 
the  Baltimore  and  Washington  rail-road  be  tak- 
en up. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  presented  a  memorial  on 
the  subject  of  the  Cumberland  road. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Vermont,  remonstrating  a- 
gainst  the  extension  of  the  patent  of  John  A- 
mes,  for  an  improvement  in  the  manufacture  of 
paper. 

Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  presented  the  petition 
of  Francis  Dusart  and  others:  Referred  to  the 
Comrr.it'ee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  MORRIS  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
citizens  of  Seneca  county,    Ohio,  disagreeing 
with  the  sentiments  which  were  expressed  in  a  j 
memorial  which  was  some  time  ago  presented  < 
to  the  Senate,  from  a  meetin  g  held  in  an  east- 
ern county  in  the  same  State;  and  approving  of  I 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  opposing  j 
their  restoration. 

The  memorial  was  read,  referred  to  the  Com-  j 
mittee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  I 

A  message  was  here  received  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  being  certain  engrossei 
bills,  which  had  been  approved  of  in  tha 
House. 

Mr.  MORRIS  presented  a  memorial  from  th< 
citizens  of  the  county  of  Columbiana,  in  Ohio 
on  tbe  same  subject  as  the  former.  Columbianr 
was  one  of  the  largest  counties  in  the  State 
joining  upon  Pennsylvania,  and  was  a  part  c 
the  Western  Reserve.  The  memorial,  no  doubt 
expressed  the  feelings  of  the  people  on  th* 
subject;  but  it  contained  language  of  which  h 
did    not   entirely  approve.     It   conveyed,  i 
strong  and  expressive  language,  tbe  disappro 
bation  of  the  memorialists  of  the  vote  of  the 
Senate,  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  President  on 
the  removal  of  the  deposites.     However,  he 
thought  it  right  for  the  people  to  express  them- 
selves in  their  own  language.    He   could  not 
withhold  the  memorial,  on  account  of  a  single 
resolution  which  was  objectionable  in  language, 
whilst  the  general  tenor  of  the  memorial  wai 
correct  in  sentiment.     The  current  of  opinion 
against  the  bank  and  in  favor  of  the  admini«tra» 
tion,  was  stronger  in  Ohio  than  formerly. 
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Mr.  POINDEXTER  objected  to  the  readng 
of  the  paper,  after  the  description  which  the 
honorable  Senator  had  given  of  it. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  inquired  if  the  re- 
solutions  were  in  respectful  language? 

Mr.  MORRIS  could  scarcely  answer  the 
question.  The  language  might  have  been  bet- 
ter chosen,  particularly  in  that  resolution  which 
disapproved  of  the  action  of  the  Senate  in  re- 
lation to  a  vote  lately  passed.  The  resolution?, 
with  that  exception,  were  not  disrespectful; 
but,  if  he  had  drawn  them  up  he  would  have 
used  different  language. 

Mr.  BROWN  did  not  like  to  hear  of  condem- 
nation without  a  hearing. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said  he  had  not  con- 
demned without  sufficient  evidence — he  con-' 
demned  the  resolutions  on  the  description  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  given  of  them. 

Mr.  EW1NG  said  that  if  the  memorial  was 
really  from  the  people  of  Ohio,  he  had  no 
doubt  that  it  would  be  respectful;  if  it  was  oth- 
erwise, he  should  suppose  that  it  emanated  from 
a  party.  The  more  violent  the  denunciation  was, 
the  better  satisfied  he  should  be  that  the  me- 
morial was  not  from  a  majority  of  tiie  people  of 
Ohio. 

The  particular  resolution  was  then  read — 
It  repudiated  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Ciat  (by 
name,)  and  the  other  Senators  who  voted  for 
Mr.  Cut's  resolutions. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  would  give  to  those  per- 
sons one  of  the  best  natured  replies  in  the 
world. 

Mr.  KWINGlsaid  he  would  be  gratified  if  his 
colleague  would  introduce  the  other  resolutions, 
of  which  he  was  ashamed. 

Mr.  MORRIS  said  he  had  no  such  paper. 
There  were  indeed  reflections  on  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  which  might  be  objected  to 
here;  (Mr.  Clay  expressed  his  dissent.)  These 
resolutions,  Mr.  M.  said,  drew  a  distinction  be- 
tween his  colleague  and  himself,  as  to  their  re- 
presenting the  opinions  of  the  people  of  Ohio. 
This  question  was  exclusively  their  own,  which 
was  to  be  settled  there,  and  not  here;  and 
there  Mr.  M.  was  willing  to  meet  his  colleague, 
and  abide  the  judgment  of  their  constituents. 

It  was  true  that  Mr.  M.  had  the  expressions 
of  different  people  from  different  parts  of  the 
State,  which  he  should  present  at  as  early  a 
day  as  possible,  and  probably  tome  of  tbem 
to-morrow  morning. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  question  was  on  print- 
ing. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said  the  paper  was  al- 
ready printed,  and  he  questioned  whether  it 
was  proper  to  reprint  a  paper'cut  from  a  news- 
paper. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  thought  he  had 
understood  the  bon.  Senator  to  say,  that  the  pa- 
per was  not  disrespectful,  and  Mr.  F.  was  sur- 
prized that  he  had  not  alluded  to  the  resolution 
n  relation  to  his  colleague.  Mr.  F.  considered 
language  of  personal  abuse,  as  the  highest  mark 
of  disrepect  to  the  body;  and  the  petitioners  had 
declared  that  they  were  restrained  from  going 


still  farther  only  by  a  fear  that  the  paper  would 
not  be 'received, 

Mr.  MORRIS  said  he  had  referred  to  the  res- 
olution in  relation  to  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
and  to  no  other,  because  he  held  that  it  was  the 
right  of  the  people  of  Ohio  to  censure  their  pub- 
lic servants  here,  and  Mr.  M.  cared  not  in  what 
language  they  did  it.  Had  Senators  come  here 
to.  draw  around  them  the  shield  of  privilege,  to 
defend  them  from  their  immediate  constituents? 
He  trusted  they  had  not,  and  that  his  colleague 
would  not  ask  such  protection;  and  that  he  would 
look  for  it  in  another  quarter,  from  the  people 
who  elected  him.  He  (Mr.  E.)  had  spoken  of 
them  in  terras  which  they  well  deserved,  that 
they  were  a  cool,  intelligent  and  discriminating 
people.  They  would  not  suffer  him  to  full  by 
the  judgment  of  political  meetings,  if  the  censure 
was  unjust;  but  if  it  was  just,  ought  it  not  to  be 
heard?  Ought  they  not  to  he  told  by  their  con- 
stituents whether  or  not  they  misrepresented 
them? 

Mr.  M.  thought  there  was  a  difference  in  re- 
spect to  the  public  and  private  conduct  of  Se- 
nators. It  was  disrespectful  to  the  body,  if  one 
of  their  number  was  arraigned  as  a  private  in- 
dividual; but  these  resolutions  arraigned  them 
for  their  public  course,  which  they  belirved 
had  not  been  such  as  was  required  by  the  best 
interests  of  the  country.  And  had  they  not  the 
right  to  say  so,  in  the  strong  language  of  this 
resolution?  If  they  had  not,  there  was  an  end 
of  all  accountability  of  the  representative  to  his 
constituents.  It  was  on  account  of  this  view 
of  the  subject,  that  Mr.  M.  had  asked  fjr  the 
yeas  and  nays.  He  thought  there  was  also  a 
distinction  between  them  and  other  Senators 
and,  that  though  their  constituents  had  not  the 
right,  io  regard  to  Senators  from  other  States, 
yet  in  regard  to  their  own  Senators,  they  had 
the  right  to  express  themselves  as  they  pleased. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  did  not  agree  to 
this  doctrine  of  the  gentleman,  that  his  consti- 
tuents might  abuse  him,  and  not  other  Sena- 
tors, and  he  believed  the  hon.  Senator  himself 
would  not  tolerate  all  manner  of  abuse  from  his 
own  constituents.  He  renewed  his  motion  to 
lay  the  paper  on  the  table. 

The  resolutions  were  then  laid  on  the  table, 
by  a  vote  of— yeas  21,  nays  19. 

Mr.  EWING  said  he  would  now  present  a 
paper  which  he  thought  would  tend  in  some 
measure  to  remove  the  impression  created  by 
the  one  which  had  been  presented  by  his  col- 
league. He  begged  to  offer  the  memorial  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Athens.  His  me- 
morial came  from  a  county  which  contained 
1,344  voters,  a  county  which  had  sent  him  (Mr. 
E.)  instructions  and  which, nt  the  last  presidential 
election,  had  declared  itself  in  favor  of  the  admin- 
istration candidate  by  a  majority  of  90.  The  pre- 
sent paper  was  signed  by  1,049  out  of  the  1,344 
votes  and  there  wers  other  memorials  yet  to  come 
which  would  make  the  number  1,200.  The 
county  was  now  almost  unanimous  in  its  oppo- 
sition to  the  measures  of  the  administration. 
There  never  had  been  a  time  when  such  unanimi- 
ty prevailed  as. upon  this  occasion.      Mr.  E. 
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said  that  many  of  the  signers  were  his  intimate 
acquaintances,  the  friends  of  his  boyhood,  and 
he  could  vouch  for  their  respectability. 

The  memorial  was  read,  ordered  to  be  printed 
with  the  names,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  MORRIS  said  this  memorial  came  before 
the  Senate  with  the  usual  complaints  of  the  de- 
ressed  price  of  the  staple  articles  of  theeoun- 
ry,  and  of  the  distress  in  the  money  market. 
It  came  from  a  county  on  the  southern  side  of 
the  State,  and  had  always  been  opposed  to  the 
administration . 

He  thought  the  memorialists  had  fallen  into  a 
mistake,  or  had  made  a  misrepresentation  in  what 
they  said  about  the  reduced  price  of  the  staple 
article  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  He  said  this  on  the 
authority  of  a  letter  which  he  had  recently  re- 
ceived from  a  gentleman  in  Zanesville,  Major 
Cochrane,  whom  he  thought  he  had  once  seen, 
and  which  afforded  conclusive  evidence  to  his 
mind  that,  as  he  had  before  said,the  signers  of  the 
paper  before  the  Senate  had  either  made  a  mis- 
take in,  or  misrepresented  the  price  of  wheat. — 
The  letter  to  which  he  alluded  was  dated  the 
1.1th  inst.  It  had  been  stated  in  a  memorial  of 
fered  by  his  colleague  the  other  day,  that  the  price 
of  wheat  was  37  1-2 — 

Mr.  EWING  corrected  thehon.  Senator.  The 
memorial  had  stated  44  3-4. 

Mr.  MORRIS  then  read  from  the  letter  of 
which  he  had  spoken,  and  which  stated  the  price 
of  wheat  at  Zanesville  as  being  now  62|.  This, 
Mr.  M.  said,  was  a  fair  and  living  price.  It  was 
a  fair  and  ordinary  price  at  this  time  of  Ihe  year. 
They  had  had  an  abundant  harvest  in  Ohio,  and 
that,  of  course,  had  tended  to  reduce  the  price  o 
the  article.  It  was  his  belief,  however,  that  the 
heretofore  low  price  of  wheat  had  been  produc- 
ed by  political  management. 

Mr.  EWING  said  he  did  not  like  the  insinua- 
tions of  misrepresentation  which  had  been  thrown 
out  by  his:colleague  against  the  individuals  whose 
memorial  he  (Mr,  E.)  had  presented.     He  had 
declared- thaf  the,  memorialists  were  respectable 
and  veracious,  and,  he  would  now  say  that  their 
veracity  was  equal  to  that  of  his  hon.  colleague 
With  respect  also  to  the   information  which 
theyconveyed,he  begged  to  state,  that  they  were 
on  "the  spot  and  had  the  best  means  of  getting 
at  the  truth.     As  to  the  letter  of  Maj.  Cockrane, 
whom  his  colleague  "thought  he  had  once  seen," 
he  would  only  say,  that  the  Senate  and  those 
who  heard  him,  (Mr.  E.)  would  easily  perceive 
the  nature  of  the  evidence  upon  which  his  col- 
league declared  that  these  memorialists  were 
mistaken,  ©r  had  been  guilty  of  misrepresenta- 
tion. His  colleage  in  opposition  to  a  statement 
made  by  1200  persons,  offered  the  evidence  of 
a  "Maj.  Cockrane,  whom  he  had  once  seen." 
He  (Mr.  E.)   would  like  to  know,  if  the  price 
of  wheat  had  been  brought  down  by  political 
management,  why  the  majority    of  whom  his 
colleague  so  often  spoke,had  not  exerted  them- 
selves to  produce  a  contrary  effect? 

It  was  singular  that  a  few  individuals  should 
be  able  to  depress  the   price  of  the  staple  article 


62  1-2.  He  had  received  information  so  late  as 
yesterday,  stating  that  it  was  now  at  50  cents,  in 
consequence  of  a  rise  having  taken  place  in  New 
York.  There  was,  however,  unfortunately,  a 
probability  of  the  price  again  coming  down.  Mr. 
E.  concluded  by  saying  he  was  satisfied  with 
leaving  the  Senate  to  decide  which  was  entitled 
to  the  greatest  credit — the  statement  made  by 
1206  of  the  citizens  of  Athens  county,  or  that 
contained  in  the  letter  of  Major  Cockrane. 

Mr.  MORRIS  denied  having  accused  the 
memorialists  of  misrepresentation.  His  col- 
league had  reflected  upon  Major  Cochrane, 
and  he,  (Mr.  M.)  begged  to  say  in  reply,  and 
upon  the  authority  of  a  gentleman  in  the  other 
House,  that  Major  Cochrane  was  an  individual 
of  indisputable  veracity.  He  asked  his  col- 
league to  say  otherwise.  His  colleague  had 
asked  how  a  few  individuals  could  depress  the 
price  of  a  staple  commodity,  and  seemed  to 
wonder  that  such  could  be  the  case.  It  was  a 
surprising,  and  at  the  same  time  a  lamentable 
fact ,  that  a  few  individuals  eould  do  this,  could 
combine  and  lower  the  price  of  an  article. 
Could  not  thirteen  men  in  Philadelphia  do  this? 
They  could.  They  could  operate  on  any  com- 
modity and  raise  or  depress  the  market  price 
as  they  pleased. 

But  the  great  body  of  the  people  concerned 
themselves  not  in  maneuvering  They  were 
honest,  and  they  abode  contentedly  under  their 
own  vine  and  their  own  fig  tree.  "Who  ever 
thought  of  a  combination  to  depress  prices?  It 
was  far  from  his  wish  to  impeach  the  veracity  of 
any  man;  but  he  thought  there  must  be  some 
error  in  the  statement.  He  placed  this  assump- 
tion upon  the  fact,  that  wheat  was  at  44  cents, 
and  could  not  be  sold;  that  it  was  raised  to  fifty, 
at  which  no  sales  could  be  obtained;  and  that 
when  it  rose  to  62^  the  millers  sold  their  flour. 

The  memorial  was  then  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  WrAGGAMAN  presented  a  memorial 
from  certain  persons  in  Florida,  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for, 
Mr.  CLAYTON  addressed  the  Senate  on  the 
subject  of  the    Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,   on   the  Pension  Fund.      When  Mr 
Claytos1  concluded, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EWING,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  No.  68,  entitled  an 
act  to  provide  for  the  legal  adjustment  and  set- 
tlement of  the  claims  to  land  therein  mentioned, 
was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  ELISHA  WHITTLESEY,from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  No.  71,  entitled  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of 
John  Vose,  Senior,  deceased,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  accompanied  by  a  report 
in  writing. 

Ordered,    that  the  said  bills  be  committed 


of  the  State  of  Ohio.     He  doubted  that  it  was  at|to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  morrow, 
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Mr.    ELISHA    WHITTLESEY,    from   the]  the  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  Claims,  which  was  instructed,  on  J  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow, 
the  24th  January  last,  to  inquire  into  the  expe-|      On  motion  of  Mr.  WAYNE, 


diency  of  making  compensation  to  certain  con- 
tractors for  work  done  on  the  Cumberland  road 
west  of  Zanesville,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  made  a 
further  report,  in  part,  which  was  read;  when  it 
was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
claims  of  Henry  Develin,  Thomas  Trony,  John 
Carr,  Edward  Doriney,  A.  and  S.  Dolman,  Pe- 
ter Early,  Thomas  Martin,  Henry  Martin,  Jas. 
Kenhead,  John  Porter,  McAllister  Comyn,  Ar- 
temus  Baker,  James  Hill,  Alexander  Smith, 
James  Hampson,  Bernard  Dougherty,  John  S. 
Parkerson,  Daniel  Green,  Henry  Martin,  Pat- 
Tick  Sherlock,  and  Moneghan  and  McCartney, 
and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  War. 

Mr.  ELISHA  WHITTLESEY,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  also  made  a  further  and 
adverse  report  on  the  claims  of  certain  contrac- 
tors for  work  done  on  the  Cumberland  road, 
west  of  Zanesville,  to  wit-  on  the  claims  of  Sa- 
muel Smith,  Josiah  Spalding,  Geo.  Norman 
and  Peter  Crumourse,  Jacob  Glickner,  John 
McGary,  Vincent  Standeford,  James  McDer- 
mott,  Wm.  Monaghan,  Thomas  Moore,  John 
Porter,  James  Ritchie,  John  Smith,  Edward 
Smith,  Daniel  Timony,  Geo.  W.  Jackson,  Danl. 
Taft,  Patrick  Sherlock,  Jacob  Layman,  Isaac 
Vanhorn,  Robert  Fulton,  John  Minnay,  Thomas 
Ewing,  Richard  Jones,  Joseph  Sharp,  Aurthur 
Forrester,  David  Walsh,  John  Brady,  George 
Best,  Saml.  Green,  Robert  Masterson,  Adam 
Smith,  Wm.  Ray  and  Saml.  Patterson,  Wm. 
Alexander,  Wm.  Davis,  C.  W.  Buckmaster  and 
John  Ward,  Valentine  and  Mechan,  Geo.  Mc 
■Coy,  John  S.  Willams,  Wm.  McKinney,  John 
White,  John  H.  Scott,  Peter  Comyn,  Arther 
Taggart,  Patrick  McCristall. 

Mr.  JARVIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill,  No.  474,  far  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  John  Mullowny, 
which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill,  No. 
475,  for  the  relief  of  James  Bradford  which  bill 
was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to- 
morrow. 

On  the  motion  of  ELISHA  WHITTLESEY, 
Ordered,  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Private   Land   Claims,   in  the  case  of  William 
Crooks,  be  committed  to  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the 
case  of  James  B.  Clarke,  accompanied  by  a  bill, 
No.  476,  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  the 
first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Com 
suttee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill,  No.  477, 
for  the  relief  of  John  Fruge;  which  bill  was  read 


Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  Seoretary  of 
State,  received  yesterday,  communicating  infor- 
mation of  the  completion  of  the  printing  of  the 
Diplematic  Correspondence  from  1783  to  1789, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library  of 
Congress 

THE   PUBLIC  DEPOSITES. 
The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Mahdis,  on 
the  subject  of  the  public    deposites,  was  then 
taken  up,  and  Mr.  Galbhaith  resumed  his  re- 
marks. 

The  hour  devoted  to  morning  business  having 
expired,  the  further  consideration  of  this  sub- 
ject was  postponed,  and  Mr.  Galbhaith,  with- 
out concluding,  gave  way  to  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

Mr.  BOON  postponed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  relating  to  the  adjournment  of 
Congress  on  the  16th  of  June  next,  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  special  order  was  the  bill  for  the  relief 

of Brooke,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pole, 

was  further  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POLK,  the  House  then 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
State  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
up  the  Appropriation  Bill  on  the  Speaker'* 
table. 

The  Indian  Appropriation  Bill  was  then  taken 
up  and  read. 

Mr.  POLK  proposed  various  amendments, 
which  were  agreed  to.  None  of  them  were  of 
public  importance. 

Mr.  D.  H.  LEWIS  moved  an  amendment,  at 
the  instance  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, providing  for  the  appropriation  of  a  sum 
for  presents  to  the  Pawnee  tribe  of  Indians  to 
procure  the  liberation  of  captives;  and  also  to 
carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  a  treaty  with 
the  Creek  Indian*. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  called  for  an  explanation 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  D.H.LEWIS  said  that  these  captives 
had  been  taken  during  the  wars  of  these  Indians 
with  the  United  States;  and  it  had  been  found 
impossible  for  the  military  to  come  up  with 
them  in  their  boundless  prairies;  the  only  way 
in  which  the  liberation  of  these  captives  could 
be  procured,  was  by  presents. 

Mr.  FlLLMORK  askc-d  if  that  portion  rela- 
tive to  the  treaty  might  not  be  better  and  more 
appropriately  provided  for  in  the  Indian  Annui- 
ties Bill. 

Mr.  D.  H.  LEWIS  acceeded  to  this  suggestion-, 
and  that  part  of  the  amendment  was  withdrawn. 
Mr.  LEWIS  then  offered  a  further  amendment 
for  the  benefit  of  certain  Creek  Indians  in  the 
State  of  Alabama,  many  of  whom  were  repre- 
sented to  be  in  a  state  of  suffering  and  starva- 
tion. 

Mr.  BAYLIES  inquired  how  it  happened  that 
these  Creeks  were  in  such  a  state  of  suffering  ? 
They,  had,  previously  to  the  legislation  of  Con- 
gress on  the  subject,  been  in  a  state  of  prosperi- 
ty--and  were  second  only  to  the  Cherokees. 
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Mr.  LEWIS  explained.  It  was  owing  to  the 
system  of  emigration,  which  had  arisen  under 
the  auspices  of  Congress  ;  but  wM!ch  had  been 
suddenly  suspended.  They  had  been  in  constant 
expectation  of  emigrating  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  had  no",  therefore,  made  provision  for 
their  subsistence  in  the  places  they  were  resid- 
ing. 

Mr.  GILMER,  deprecated  the  provisions  as 
calculated  to  encourage  idleness  on  the  part  of 
the  Indians.  It  was  calculated  to  make  them 
paupers.  The  suspension  of  the  emigration  sys- 
tem must  have  been  known  of,  by  the  Indians; 
and  the  State  of  Alabama,  inasmuch  as  it  claimed 
authority  over  these  Indians,  had  a  right  to  main- 
tain them,  if  they  became  paupers. 

Mr.  LEWIS  in  reply,  contended,  that  these 
Indians  had  not  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  of  the 
case.  That  they  were  not  aware  of  the  com- 
plete dissolution  of  their  claims  on  the  Govern 
ment;  and  that,  as  their  distress  arose  from 
the  actios  of  Congress,  the  State  of  Alabama 
ought  not  to  be  chargeable  with  them. 

Mr.  VINTON:  if  the  letters  were  in  the 
House,  desired  to  hear  them  read. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  that  he  had  not  the  letters 
now  with  him,  but  that  he  could  from  recollec- 
tion, substantiate  the  correctness  of  thestate- 
fment. 

Mr.  VINTON  followed  and  deprecated  the 
conduct  pursued  towards  the  Indians. 

Mr.  BURGES  replied  to  Mr.  GILMER,  and 
contended  that  the  Creek  Indians  on  this  side  of 
the  Mississippi  were  in  a  state  of  extreme  dis- 
tress, owing  to  their  enrolment  for  emigration, 
and  the  consequent  ruin  which  followed  from  the 
discontinuance  of  their  usual  pursuits. 

Mr.  B.  went  on  at  considerable  length  to  show 
the  evil  effects  of  this  peremptory  removal,  and 
maintained  in  opposition  to  Mr  Lewis,  the  ar- 
gument, that  as  long  as  Alabama  exercised  or 
assumed  the  exercise  of  jurisdiction  over  those 
Indians,  Alabama  ought  to  support  them  when 
in  a  state  of  pauperism. 

Mr.  BUIiGES  proceded  to  comment  on  the 
conduct  pursued  in  relation  to  the  payment  of 
of  Indian  annuities,  which  he  deprecated  as  in 
the  highest  degree  corrupt  and  unjust. 

Mr.  VANCE  instanced  the  case  of  the  Shaw- 
nee Indians,  removed  from  Ohio  to  the  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  as  a  proof  that  one  year's  relief 
to  the  Indians  would  not  prevent  their  suffering 
during  their  residence  the  second  year  in  a 
new  country.  After  stating  the  particular  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  he  moved  a  grant  of 
$5,000  for  their  relief. 

Mr.  GILMER  described  the  change  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  arrangements  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  for  the  emigration  of  the  In- 
dians— which  was  that,  instead  of  emigrating 
i  ndiviclually,  they  should  be  enrolled  for  emigra- 
tion in  an  aggregate  number. 

He  referred  to  the  inutility  of  Chilly  Mackin- 
tosh's efforts  last  year  to  promote  emigration 
among  them  and  to  better  their  condition;  and 
vindicated  the  Government  from  any  charge 
of  having  contributed  to  the  misery  of  the  In- 
dians, which  misery  arises  only  from  their  own 


wasteful,  improvident  and  intemperate  habits. 
He  described  these  habits  in  a  vivid  and  graphic 
style. 

Mr.  LEWIS  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  state- 
ments made  by  Mr.  Gilmer,  and  then  proceed- 
ed to  notice  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Burses. 

The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  he  said, 
some  few  days  ago  had  contended  that  these  In- 
dians  formed  an  independent  nation,  and  that 
as  such  treaties  had  been  made  with  them.  Now 
he  says  that  they  are  citizens  of  Alabama, within 
its  jurisdiction,  and  subject  to  its  laws.  He 
says  also,  that  when  in  a  state  of  pauperism  the 
Indians  ought  to  be  supported  by  that  State! 
How  are  these  inconsistencies  to  be  recon- 
ciled. 

As  soon,  said  Mr.  L.  as  the  Government  aban- 
doned their  right  to  make  treaties  with  these 
Indians  as  an  independent  nation,  then  the 
State  of  Alabama  will  be  ready  and  willing  to 
take  them  under  its  peculiar  care. 

Mr.  EVERETT, of  Vt.,said  that  great  caution 
was  necessary  in  granting  this  relief.  He  hap 
no  doubt  that  the  State  of  Alabama  would  have 
taken  care  of  those  Indians,  and  he  hoped  the 
matter  would  still  be  left  to  it.  He  was  oppo- 
sed to  the  appropriation  by  Congress. 

Mr.  GILMER  said  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  were  about  to  report  a  bill  in  which  these 
various  claims  (as  we  understood)  would  be  pro- 
vided for. 

Mr.  LEWIS  and  Mr.  GILMER  mutually  ex- 
plained. 

Mr.  MARDIS  denied  that  the  condition  of  the 
Indians  had  undergone  any  change  for  the  worse 
by  the  action  of  the  Government.  Ample  re- 
servations had  been  made  in  their  favor  by  the 
former  treaty,  nor  had  their  country  been  over- 
run by  the  white  people  It  was  the  anxiety  of 
the  Government  to  bett'er  their  condition  that 
their  emigration  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi 
had  been  recommended.  In  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Rhode  Island,  (Mr.  Buroes)  it 
could  be  proved  that  the  Government  had  fre« 
quently  relieved  the  Indians.  He  denied  that 
the  duty  devolved  upon  the  State  of  Alabama, 
for  the  treaty  was  expressly  made  by  the  Gov- 
ernment in  1832. 

Mr.  POLK  referred  to  the  treaty  with  the 
Creek  Indians,  and  said  that  the  Department  of 
War  had  recently  received  authentic  information 
that  a  large  body  of  these  Indians  intended 
shortly  to  emigrate.  He  would  therefore  suggest 
to  the  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  the 
present,  and  when  the  bill  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  Indian  Annuities  came  up,  the 
amount  of  appropriation  might  be  increased. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  he  would  take  upon  himself 
the  responsibility  of  withdrawing  the  motion  for 
the  present  on  this  understanding. 
Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Vermont,  offered  an  amend- 
ment appropriating  tho  sum  of  $1000  for  carry- 
ing a  treaty  with  one  of  the  tribes  into  effect^ 
carried.  * 

Mr.  LEWIS  then  offered  an  amendment  ap- 
propriating the  sum  of  $500,000,  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  the  Government  to  extinguish  the 
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Indian  reservations  in  the  State  of  Alabama.  Mr. 
L.  said  he  had  set  down  so  large  a  sum  as  $500, 
000,  though  perhaps  $50,000  might  be  found  re- 
quisite in  order  that  there  might  be  enough.  He 
did  not  expect  the  committee  to  adopt  his  amend- 
ment, but  he  should  move  it  when  the  bill  was 
brought  into  the  House- 

The  amendment  was  put  and  negatived  by  the 
committee. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  moved  an  appropriation  of 
01000  for  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  superinten- 
dant  of  Indian  affairs.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  also  moved  some  other  amend- 
ments, which  were  concurred  in. 

The  various  clauses  of  the  bill  having  been 
gone  through,  and  no  other  proposition  to  amend 
it, 

Mr.  POLK  moved  to  lay  it  aside,  and  that 
the  committee  proceed  to   take  up  the 

Indian  Annuities  bill. 

Mr.  POLK  moved  to  strikeout  the  three  last 
clauses  of  the  bill,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Various  amendments  were  offered  to 
the  bill,  and  agreed  to. 

On  the  amendment  relative  to  the  remo- 
val of  the  Creek  Indians,  Mr.  Polk  read  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  on  that  subject,  and  the 
estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  based 
on  those  provisions  on  which  the  appropriation 
in  the  bill  was  founded. 

Mr.  SEVIER  wished  to  add  a  provision  to 
restrict  the  removal  of  those  Indians; — that  they 
hould  only  remove  under  the  superintendence 
of  a  government  agent.  His  reason  was,  the 
improvidence  of  the  Indians  in  spending. 

Mr.  MARDIS  objected  to  the  operation  of 
the  amendment,  as  an  infringement  on  the  rights 
of  those  Indians  as  freemen. 

Mr.  POLK  said  the  purposes  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Arkansas  were  already    provided  for. 
Mr.  SEVIER    on  this   understanding,  with- 
drew his  amendment. 

A  similar  amendment  was  made  as  to  the 
Cherokee  Indians;  and  communications  on  the 
subject  from  the  Indian  Department  were  read. 
Mr.  VINTON  wished  to  know  whether  the 
provision  related  to  the  removal  of  Cherokees 
from  the  State  of  Georgia  only,  or  to  the  remo- 
val also  of  Cherokees  from  the  lands  in  the  State 
of  Tennessee. 

Mr.  POLK  said,  as  he  understood,  from  Geor- 
gia only. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  as  far  as  regards  Indians  in 
the  State  of  Georgia,  he  had  no  objection  to  a  pro- 
vision being  made  for  their  removal,  but  as  to  the 
State  of  Tennessee  he  should  object  inasmuch  as 
lands  had  been  reserved  to  the  Indians  in  that 
State;  the  effect  of  the  provision  would  be  to  give 
these  lands  by  extinguishing  the  Indian  titles  to 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  yet  to  claim  of  the 
United  States  to  be  at  the  expense  of  the  remo- 
val of  these  Indians. 

Mr.  POLK  explained:  the  obligation  was  the 
same  as  to  Tennessee  as  to  that  of  Georgia.  He 
read  certain  public  documents  to  show  this. 

Mr.  VINTON  briefly  replied,  and  further  ur- 
ged his  former  argument. 


Mr.  WAYNE  maintained  that  the  only  pro- 
per policy  would  be  to  include  all  in  Alabama, 
Georgia  and  Tennessee,  or  otherwise  the  integ- 
rity of  the  tribes  would  be  broken,  and  a  general 
feeling  of  distrust  in  our  good  faith  would  be 
created  among  these  Indians. 

The  discussion  on  this  point  was  further 
continued  by  Messrs.  Williams,  of  N.  C,  Polk 
and  Bates. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  which  was  negatived. 

The  original  amendment  was  then  carried. 
Mr.  POLK  submitted  another  amendment 
that  the  $112,858  now  lying  in  the  Treasury  on 
account  of  the  Seneca  Indians,  he  applied  to  the 
payment  of  the  annuity  of  $6,000  provided  to  be 
paid  to  that  tribe. 

A  communication  from  the  War  Department, 
and  the  act  of  Congress  on  this  subject,  were 
read  by  the  clerk,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Polk. 

Mr.  ADAMS  contended  warmly  and  strong- 
ly against  the  amendment.  The  money  was 
vested  in  the  President  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  time  being,  as  the  trustee  for  the  Indians. 
It  was  invested  for  their  benefit  alone;  and ,  in 
his  opinion,  there  was  neither  reason  nor  right 
in  disposing  of  it  as  now  proposed.  He  thought 
it  would  be  a  total  perversion  of  the. object  of 
the  trust;  and  hoped  that  the  amendment  would 
not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  POLK,  in  reply,  argued  that  the  Indians 
were  not  divested  of  any  of  their  rights  by  this 
proposition.  It  gave  them  an  interest  of  6  per 
cent  on  the  amount  on  the  capital  vested  for 
their  use;  and  in  point  of  fact,  the  right  which 
they  possessed  remained  untouched. 

Mr.  ADAMS  replied,  and  contended  that 
the  sum  ought  to  be  retained  for  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  originally  designed.  The 
gentleman  had  no  right  to  appropriate  it. 

::Mr.    FULLER,   asked  that    the   resolution 
should  be  read  again. 

It  was  accordingly  read,  and  the  question  was 

taken,  when  there  appeared,  Ayes  67;  Noes  59. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

An  amendment  was  moved  by  Mr.  H  AWES, 

that  the  Indian  annuities  should  be  paid,  not  to 

the  individual  Indians  but  to  the  Chiefs. 

Mr.  PLUMMEK,  stated  that  from  all  his 
knowledge  for  thirteen  years  on  the  subject,  he 
must  say  that  the  Choctaw  Chiefs  received 
the  money,  and  that  they  retained  it  from  the 
others.  The  Chiefs  almost  invariably  kept  the 
sum  to  themselves,  and  their  poor  ignorant  fol- 
lowers obtained  nothing. 

Mr.  VANCE,  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  SEVIER  of  Arkansas,  concurred  in  the 
opinion  expressed  by  Mr.  Plumhbh,  and  gave 
an  interesting  account  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  annuities  are  distributed,  to  the  advantage 
of  the  Chiefs  of  the  tribes,  and  the  injury  of  all 
under  them. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  advocated  the  payment  to 
the  chiefs ;  inasmuch  as  no  voucher  could  be  ob- 
tained by  the  Government  if  the  payment  were 
made  to  individuals. 

Mr.  EWING  also  advocated  the  amendment  of 
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the  member  from  Kentucky,  as  being  calculated 
to  prevent  the  abuses  of  Indian  agents. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  that  the  agent  be  bound  to  see 
the  money  handed  over  to  the  heads  of  the  fami- 
ly for  whom  it  was  intended. 

Mr.  A.  said  his  experience  had  convinced  him 
of  the  necessity  of  this.  If  paid  over  to  the 
chiefs,  it  was  probable  the  families  would  never 
get  the  money,  unless  some  one  was  appointed 
to  see  that  it  was  paid. 

Mr.  PARKER,  of  N.  Jersey,  contended  that 
they  had  no  right  to  make  a  disposition  of  the  mo- 
ney— even  as  to  its  distribution — contrary  to  the 
terms  of  the  Indian  treaties. 

Mr.  PLUMMER  further  urged  his  objections 
to  the  amendment;  and  exposed  the  abuses  which, 
under  his  own  observation,  had  been  committed 
by  the  chiefs,  in  this  matter.  The  receipt  of  the 
chief  for  money  paid,  was  no  evidence  that  the 
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ment  to  strike  out  $1100    and  insert  $2,500, 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  proposition  for  appropriating  $1,000 
for  a  blaeksmith  for  the  Chenominee  tribe, 

Mr.  McKAY  objected  to  the  sum;  he  wish- 
ed to  know  whether  that  sum  was  for  one  black- 
smith or  two? 

Mr.  POLK  explained:  It  was  for  a  black- 
smith and  his  assistant,  and  for  iron  and  steel. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  this  could  net  be,  inas- 
much as  the  item  for  iron  and  steel  was  other- 
wise provided  for*  The  usual  sum  paid  to  the 
blacksmith,  $720  was  in  itself  enormous.  He 
objected  to  this  appropriation. 

Mr.  POLK  referred  to  the  treaty  under  which 
the  appropriation  was  made. 

Several  other  items  for  the  salaries  of  black- 
smiths were  then  passed. 

The  provision  for  two  blacksmiths  for  the  Os- 
sages  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  McKAY,  of  North, 


was  inntended. 

Mr.  H.  EVERETT  was  opposed  ta  the 
amendment  of  the  member  from  Missouri,  (Mr. 
Ashley,)  and  tothe  amendment  of  the  member 
from  Kentucky.  It  would  evidently  defeat  all  the 
purposes  of  the  latter. 

The  question  was  put  on  Mr.  Ashless  amend- 
ment, arid  carried. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment 
as  amended,  and  rejected. 

A  further  amendment  was  offered,  making  an 
appropriation  for  the  followers  of  General  Mack- 
intosh. 

Various  amendments  were  proposed  to  the  bill 

by  Mr.  Polk  ;  the  most  of  which  were  agreed  to. 

On    the    proposition   to  subscribe  $2,500  for 

$1100,  as  an  appropriation    to  the  Eel   River 

tribe  of  Indians,  for  a  blacksmith,  &c 

Mr.  McKAY  objected,  that  the  tribe  was  too 
insignificant  to  justify  this  appropriation.  The 
♦ribe  could  not  exceed  250,  and  was  a  part  of  the 
Miami.  In  one  statement  he  had  got  from  the 
department,  even  the  name  of  that  tribe  was 
not  mentioned.  In  support  of  his  argument,  he 
alluded  to  the  report  of  Governors  Cass,  and 
Clarke.  He  further  objected  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  biM  had  been  drawn  up;  it  was  not 
sufficiently  definite.  Had  it  stated  the  various 
items,  as  being  necessary  under  certain  treaties, 
the  committee  would  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
judging  of  the  justice  of  these  appropriations/ 
Mr."  McK.  concluded  by  repeating  his  objection 
to  the  appropriation,  inasmuch  as  the  Eel  River 
tribe  formed  a  part  of  the  Miami  tribe. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  said  the  appropriation  in  the 
bill  was  in  the  usual  form. 

Mr.  POLK  said,  he  had  the  treaties  with  these 
Indians  before  him.  Provision  had  been  made 
in  these  treaties  for  a  blacksmith,  for  the  Eel  Ri- 
ver tribe.  Mr.  P.  read  the  provisions  of  these 
treaties. 

Mr.  McKAY  explained:  The  Eels  had  be- 
come a  part  of  the  Miami  tribe,  which  tribe  had 
renounced  its  claims,  (upon  a  certain  stipula- 
tion,) under  all  former  treaties.  He  hoped  the 
amendment  would  not  prevail. 

The  question  wa3  then  taken  on  the  amend- 


Mr.  McKAY  contended,  that,;by  the  treaty 
of  1825  the  Government  had  been  released,  from 
the  obligation  to  furnish  a  blacksmith,  establish- 
ed by  the  treaty  of  1833. 
Mr.  POLK  explained. 

Mr.  McKAY  made  an  inquiry  with  respect  to 
the  treaty  with  the  Osage  Indians,  which  was 
amended  by  Mr.  Polk,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  question  was  about  to  be  taken,  when 
Mr.  ASHLEY  rose,  and  some  conversation  took 
place  between  that  gentleman,  Mr.  DuwcAW,and 
Mr.  Polk  as  to  the  particular  location  of  the 
post  (Fort  Clark)  where  the  blaeksmith  was  to 
be  stationed. 

The  discussion  was  continued  some  time  longer, 
and  the  amendment  was  ultimately  agreed  to^ 

The  grant  for  the  Kaskaskia  Indians  was 
stricken  out. 

The  claim  for  the  Kaskaskiana  and  Peoria 
Indians  was  redu«ed  from  $3,0,00  to  $2,000. 

A  variety  of  other  amendments  were  submit- 
ted and  agreed  to. 

Some  debate  occurred  on  the  claim  providing 
blacksmiths  for  the  Choetaws. 

Mr.  McKAY  and  Mr.  POLK  severally  spoke 
on  the  subject. 

The  clause  was  agreed  to,  upon  the  provision 
granting  annuities  to  three  of  the  Choctaw 
chiefs. 

Mr.  McKAY  raised  an  objection. 
Mr.  POLK  explained  the  reason  of  this  ap- 
propriation. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  he  knew  the  three  chiefs  ire 
question,  he  had  seen  them  last  year  at  the 
period  immediately  previous  to  their  being 
chosen;  and  he  previously  observed  they  had 
promised  to  vote  for  him  if  they  should  fail  of 
their  election.    [Much  laughter.] 

On  the  clause  for  annuities  for  the  Florida 
Indians, 

Mr.  HUBBARD  proposed  an  amendment, 
appropriating  the  sum  of  3500  to  certain  of 
those  Indians,  in  pursuance  of  the  treaty  of 
Feb.  1833.     Agreed  to. 

The  clause  appropriating  a  sum  of  money 
for  transporting  the  annuities* 
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Mr.  POLK,  proposed  an  increase  of  the  a- 
mount. 

Mr.  BATES,  asked  how  it  was  that  the  ex- 
pense was  greater  now  than  formerly ,  and  if 
it  was  in  consequence  of  some  new  arrange- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  President  of  theUnited 
States. 

Mr.  POLK,  was  not  prepared  to  state  the  spe- 
cific cause  of  increase,  but  the  increase  was  very 


trifling,  if  any  at  all. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  gave  a  brief  explanation. 
By  the  former  practice  of  paying  the  annui- 
ties, frauds  were  committed,  and  many  of  the 
poorer  Indians  had  been  deprived  of  their  due 
share,  which  were  avoided  by  the  new  regula- 
tions of  the  Government. 
The  clause  as  annexed  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POLK,  also  proposed  to  increase  the  ap- 
propriation for  surveying  and  locating  the 
Creek  lands,  from  $8000  to  15,230,  and  read  a 
communication  from  the  Indian  depart m  ent, con- 
taining a  statement  of  the  est'raate.  The  Go- 
vernment had  stipulated  to  make  these  surveys 
and  locations,  the  expense  of  which  would  be 
much  greater  than  the  first  estimate  would  co- 
ver. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  wished 
to  know  the  expense  of  each  survey,  their  ex- 
tent, and  how  many  had  been  madfi? 

Mr.  POLK  sa  d,  the  item  was  made  up  from 
the  actual  expenses  already  incurred. 

The  clause  as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to. 

Several  amendments  were  proposed  by  Mr. 
Poik  and  Mr.  Hubbard,  to  other  clauses  of  the 
bill,  and  were  agreed  to  without  a  question. 

Mr.  POLK  said  he  would  not  press  the  taking 
up  of  any  other  appropriation  bill  then  ;  but  ex- 
pressed a  hope,  that  they  would  be  gone  through 
with  to-morrow.  He  moved  the  committee 
should  then  rise,  which  was  agreed  to  ,  and  the 
committee  rose. 

Two  messages,  in  writing,  were  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Don- 
elson,  his  private  secretary,  viz: 


States  and  his  majesty,  the  Emperor  of  all  the 
Russias,  concluded  at  St.  Petersburg  on  the  18th 
of  December,  1832,  and  the  ratifications  of  which 
were  exchanged  in  this  city  on  the  11th  May, 
1333.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Washington,  12th  May,  1834. 

Ordered  that  the  said  message  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  sundry 


FIRST    MESSAGE. 

To  the  Senate  and 

House  of  Representatives  of  the  U.  S. 

I  communicate  to  Congress  copies  of  a  con- 
vention between  the  United  States  and  his  ma- 
jesty the  King  of  the  Kingdom  of  the  Two  Sici- 
lies, to  terminate  the  reclaimations  of  the  former 
for  the  depredations  inflicted  upon  American 
commerce,  by  Murat,  during  the  years  1809, 
1810,  181 1  and  1812,  concluded  at  Naples  on  the 
14th  of  October,  1832,  and  the  ratification  of 
which  were  exchanged  at  the  same  place  on  the 
8th  of  June,  1833. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Washington,  May  13,  1834. 

Ordered,  that  the  said  message  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

SECOND    MESSAGE. 

To  the  Senate  and 

House  of  Representatives  of  the  U.  S. 
I  communicate  to  Congress  copies  of  a  treaty 
of  navigation  and  commerce  between  the  United 


communications,  viz: 

I.  A  letter  from  the  First  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  transmitting  a  list  received  from  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  balances  standing 
on  the  books  of  the  revenue  which  have  remain- 
ed unsettled  by  collectors  of  the  customs,  and 
others,  more  than  three  years,  which  letters  were 
read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

II.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  trans- 
mitting the  report  of  the  officers  and  engineers 
who  made  an  inspection  of  the  Cumberland  road 
and  its  concerns  during  the  year  1833,  in  tho 
State  of  Illinois,  called  for  by  the  House  on  tho 
12th  instant,  which  letter  and  report  were  laid 
on  the  table. 

III.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  trans- 
mitting reports  and  statements  showing  the  pre- 
sent and  future  liabilities  of  the  United  States  to 
Indians  and  Indian  tribes,  under  existing  Indian 
treaties,  called  for  by  the  House  on  the  30th  ot 
January  last,  which  letter  and  reports  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  WAYNE  be  appointed  one 
of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  subject  of  an  equi- 
lization  of  the  pay  of  officers  of  the  army  and  na- 
vy, in  the  place  of  of  Mr.  Foot,  who  has  resign- 
ed his  seat  as  a  member  of  this  House. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  HAWES,  that  the 
House  do  reconsider  the  vote  taken  yesterday  on 
the  motion  that  the  bill,  No.  250,  to  provide  for 
the  settlement  of  certain  Revolutionary  claims, 
be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Wholo 
House  on  the  State  of  the  Union. 

And  pending  the  question  on  this  motion, 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  11 
o'clock  A.  M. 


SENATE. 

Thursday,  Mat  15th,  1834. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States.by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  secre- 
tary, with  a  certified  copy  of  the  treaty  of  peace 
and  commerce  between  the  United  States  and 
Chili. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  presented  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
with  copies  of  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
Naval  Asylum,  in  Philadelphia. 

He  also  presented  two  communications  from 
the  War  Department,  -ow  of  which  was  accom- 
panied with  a  report  from  the  Chief  of  the  Top- 
ographical Bureau,  in  answer  to  a  resolution 
adopted  by  the  Senate;  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  NAUDAIN  presented  the  proceedings  of 
a  meeting  of  a  portion  of  the  citizens  of  Dela- 
ware, in  the  City  of  Wilmington,  assembled  for 
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the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the 
protest  of  the  President,  against  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Senate,  condemning  that  protest, 
and  approving  the  course  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  NAUDAIN  spoke  upon  the  subject  of 
the  proceedings  at  some  length,  and  concluded 
by  moving  that  the  proceedings  be  read,  print- 
ed, and  laid  on  the  table.  His  remarks  will  be 
given  hereafter. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  wanted  to  know  what  this 
paper  was  to  be  printed  for?  Gentlemen  had 
made  no  reference  of  it,  why  were  they  to  go 
to  the  expense  of  printing? 

Mr.  NAUDAIN,  deemed  it  his  duty  to  re- 
new  his  motion  for  printing,  out  of  respect  for 
the  very  respectable  persons,  who  had  sent  the 
memorial  to  the  Senate.  Those  persons  had 
sent  the  paper  here  as  an  answer  to  the  protest 
«f  the  President— to  the  appeal  which  had 
been  made  to  them,-  and  he  (Mr.  N.)  thought 
it  but  just  and  proper  that  this  answer  should 
be  printed.  If  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Georgia,  did  not  think  this  reply  to  his  objec- 
tion satisfactory,  he,  (the  honorable  Senator) 
could  vote  against  the  motion  to  print.        * 

Mr.  FORSYTH,  did  not  think  the  reply  of 
the  Senator  from  Delaware  satisfactory;  he 
would  not  vote  for  the  printing  of  the  docu- 
ment merelv  out  of  respect  to  the  individuals 
from  whom  it  came.     Senators  did  not  come 

here  to  spend  the  public  money  in  this  way. 

The  money  for  printing  came  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fund,  and  they  were  not  justified  in 
voting  it  away  to  gratify  their  own  vanity  when 
praised  in  a  memorial.  He  should  vote  against 
the  printing.  j 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  he  had  had  the  honor 
to  present  the  first  expression  of  feeling  upon 
this  subject  from  the  people,  the  sovereigns  of 
the  country,  and  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Georgia  had  proposed  to   lay  the  paper  upon 
the  table.     He,  (Mr.  C.)  alluded  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  late  large  meeting  in  Baltimore, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  protest.     The  Senator 
from  Georgia,  had  attempted  to  put  an  extin- 
guisher on  those  proceedings  then,  and  he  was 
pursuing  a  similar  course  with   regard  to  the 
present  document.     He,  (Mr.  C.)  was  astonish- 
ed at  such  conduct.     The  President  had  sent 
forth  a  deliberate  and  elaborately  written  ap. 
peal  to  the  community,  calling  upon  them  to 
decide  between  himself  and  the  Senate,  he  had 
issued  40,000  copies  of  his  appeal  at  first,  and 
Jhe  Lord  knew  how  many  since;  the  protest  was 
in  the  possession  of  every  man,   woman,   and 
child,  in  the  country.     Well,  the   Senate   had 
responded,  in  their  own  way,*: they  had  not  issu- 
ed 40,000  copies  of  their  decision?  but  had  ex- 
pressed their  opinion  calmly  and  quietly.     The 
question  had  been  put  before  the  people,  and 
the  answer  was  now  coming  back.  The  appeal 
had  been  made  by  the  President  himself,  and 
they  were  now  getting  the  decision.    But  vhat 
said  gentlemen?  Put  it  on  the  table  to  slumber; 
not  granting  even  a  sufficient  number  of  copies 

to  enable  Senators  to  read  and  understand  it 

The  Senate  had   been  put  upon  its  trial—had 
been  told  that  the  people  would  condemn  them 


— they  ought,  therefore,  at  least  to  be  permitted 
to  read  their  sentence  of  condemnation  when 
it  arrived. 

As  to  the  expense  of  printing,  he  would  ask  ( 
the  Senator  from  Georgia,  why  the   memorials  - 
which  were  daily  received  upon  the  subject  of 
the  deposites,  were  ordered  to  be  printed.    That 
question  had  been  set  at  rest ;  at  least  they  were 
told  so,   and  yet  they  continued  to   print  these 
papers.     He  did  not  think,  therefore,  that  thus 
late  in  the  day,  these  expressions  of  public  feel- 
ing, which   had  been   expressly  called  for,  and 
which  were  looked  to  so  anxiously,  should  be 
suffered  to  repose  undisturbed  in  the  pigeon  holes 
of  the  Secretary's  desk.   He  (Mr.  C.)  could  well 
imagine  that  these  expressions  of  popular  senti- 
ment were  not  read  with  any  great  delight  by 
some  gentlemen,  but  he  repeated  that  they  ought 
to  be  read,  and  their  contents  made  known  as 
widely  as  possible.     The  people  had  taken  this 
matter  into  their  hands ;  they  conceived  that  the   ' 
great  principles  of  this  Government  were  at  stake; 
that  their  interests  were  at  stake  ;  and  it  became 
Senators  to   look  with  an  anxious   eye  to  the 
course  which  the  people  might  prescribe  for  them 
to  pursue.    He  hoped  the  paper  would  be  print- 
ed, and  all  those  of  a  like  character. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  it  would  be  recollected 
that  the  memorial  to  which  the  Senator  from  Ma- 
ryland had  alluded,(the  Baltimore  memorial)  had 
been   referred  to  some  committee,  and  therefore, 
some  action  might  be  expected  upon  it.     The 
paper  might  be  required  to  be  referred  to  here- 
after ;  but  who  would  want  to  refer  to  the  pre- 
sent document  r    If  the  printing  of  these  pro- 
ceedings was  ordered,  it  would  be  merely  throw- 
ing money  into  the  hands  of  the  printer.     The 
copies  would  Be  entirely  useless  to  the  Senate. 
With  regard  to    the  Baltimore  memorial,    he 
begged  also  to  say,,  that  it  came  here  before  the 
protest  was  disposed  of.    The   present  paper 
certainly  ought  to  be  treated  with  respect,  and 
referred  to  by  all  those  whom  it  delighted,  and 
who  saw  themselves  reflected  in  it. 

It  was  for  that  majority,  Mr.  F.  said,  who 
were  delighted  with  the  paper,  to  determine 
whether  or  not  it  should  be  printed-  but  he 
would  vote  agra'nst  it. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  a  paper  was  present- 
ed yesterday,   (by  Mr.  Moanis,)  on  this  sub- 
ject, which  was  not  opposed  by  the  honorable 
member  from  Georgia;  and  Mr.  C.  thought  the 
citizen^  of  Delaware  were  entitled  to  as  much 
respect   as  the  constituents  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio.     Mr.  C.  could  not  forget  thit  the 
former  were  nearer  him  in  their  geographical 
situation*  and  that  they  were  nearer  the  seat  of 
Government,  the  main  source  of  information  oa 
this  subject,  than  the  people  of  Ohio.     Mr.  C. 
would  ask  with  what  propriety  ,  after  the  pro- 
ceedings of   yesteday,    the    gentle-mail    from 
Georgia  could  object  to  printing  this  paper* 

Mr.  CLAYTON  hoped  the  gentleman  wouM 
withdraw  his  opposition;  Mr.  C  thought  he 
(Mr.  F.)  did  not  appear  to  understand  the  con- 
tents of  the  paper.  It  was  not  merely  a  pro- 
test against  the  President's  protest;  it  was  not 
only  an  expression  of  the  opinions  of  citizens 
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of  the  country  in  regard  to  the  doctrines  of  the 
President,  but  also  of  their  views  in  relation  to 
the  removal  of  the  deposites;  and  it  could  not 
be  fully  known  what  the  paper  contained,  till 
it  should  be  printed;  and  then  Mr.  C  thought 
the  honorable  Senator  would  be  able  to  give  a 
more  correct  view  of  it.  The  printing  was 
not  designed  merely  as  a  mark  of  respect  to 
those  who  sent  the  paper,  but  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  had  adopted  certain  resolutions 
in  relation  to  the  power  of  the  President ;  the 
President  had  protested  against  those  resolu- 
tions, and  had  appealed  to  the  people.  The 
people  were  now  expressing  their  views  in  re- 
lation to  the  controversy.  If  they  condemned 
the  Senate,  then  according  to  doctrines  which 
had  been  maintained  by  gentlemen,  the  Senate 
ought  to  repeal  those  resolutions;  and  if  the 
people  of  Delaware  should  resolve  that  the  Se- 
nate had  encroached  on  executive  prerogative, 
Mr.  C .  would  tell  the  Senator  from  Georgia, 
that  it  would  have  such  an  effect  on  him,  {Mr. 
C.)  that  he  would  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the 
resolutions.  Mr.  G.  professed  to  represent  the 
opinions  of  the  people,  and  not  those  of  the 
Legislature,  unless  they  coincided  with  those  of 
the  people.  But  how  could  they  know  the 
opinions  of  the  people,  if  the  gentleman  from 


Mr.  FORSYTH  would  vote  against  the 
amendment  of  (Mr.  Kane,)  and  the  original  mo- 
tion to  print,  on  the  same  ground,  of  the  utter 
want  of  utility. 

Mr.  CLAY  again  adverted  to  the  printing  of 
40,000  copies  of  the  protest  at  the  Globe  office, 
and  would  ask  if  it  was  done  at  the  expense  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  that  with  respect  to  the  num- 
ber of  the  protest  which  was  printed  at  the  Globo 
office,  he  knew  nothing  but  what  had  been  stated 
in  the  Senate.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Georgia  would  state  the  number  of  copies  which 
had  been  printed,  and  by  whom  they  had  been 
paid  for,  any  erroneous  opinion  which  existed  on 
that  point,  would  be  done  away  with. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said  he  did  not  know. 

Mr.  CLAY  observed,  that  then  the  assertion 
was  not  to  be  taken  as  a  proof  of  what  had  been 
asserted.  It  was  known,  he  believed,  that  it  was 
sent  to  the  Globe  office.  He  did  not  care  if 
more  than  forty  thousand  copies  were  printed 
and  circulated  among  the  people. 

The  honorable  Senator  (Mr.  Forstth)  had 
asked  of  what  utility  it  was  that  the  memorial 
should  be  printed?  He  (Mr.  Clat)  contended 
that  it  would  be  of  great  utility;  and,  whatever 
the  honorable  Senator's  opinion  of  the  people  of 
Wilmington  might  be,  yet  he  indulged  the  hope 
Georgia  should' prevent  their  being  printed?  j  that  when  that  gentleman   and  others  came  to 


Mr.  C.  claimed  it  as  a  right  to  have  the  paper  in 
print,  that  he  might  carefully  examine  it,  and 
see  what  was  the  opinion  of  this  portion  of  our 
fellow  citizens. 

Mr.  KANE  thought  it  just  and  proper  that 
the  paper  should  be  printed;  but  he  thought 
the  President's  protest  should  be  printed  with 
it,  so  that  when  the  newspaper  containing  the 
protest  were  gone,  the  files  of  the  Senate  might 
preserve  the  protest  and  its  comments  together, 
that  individuals  might  see  hereafter  whether  the 
charges  against  the  Protest  were  true  or  false. 
He  was  unwilling  to  vote  for  the  printing,  un- 
less the  antidote  could  accompany  the  poison. 

Mr.  CLAY  thought  the  opposition  to  printing 
the  document  was  singular,  especially  on  the 
ground  on  which  it  was  placed.  The  gentle- 
men of  the  administration  had  been  taken  with 
a  fit  of  economy,  and  the  day  was  to  be  con- 
sumed in  a  discussion  on  a  document  which  was 
not  before  the  Senate.  Mr.  C.  would  ask  gen- 
tleman to  consider  their  course.  If  it  was  true, 
that  40,000  copies  of  the  protest  had  been  prin- 
ted, it  would  not  require  the  aid  of  the  Senate 
to  give  it  circulation.  Mr.  C.  thought  Congress, 
in  the  matter  of  printing,  had  been  more  econo- 
mical than  the  Executive. 

Mr.  C.  however,  had  risen  to  ask  whether  it 
was  in  order  to  vote  for  minting  a  document 
which  was  not  before  them? 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  certainly  in  order. 

Mr.  CLAY  1  ON  expressed  a  wish  that  if  the 
protest  was  again  to  be  called  up,  it  should  be 
called  up  on  a  separate  motion. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  appealed  from  the  decision 
of  the  chair,  but  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Clat, 
and  on  receiving  information  of  what  had  occur- 
red during  his  absence,  withdrew  the  motion. 


examine  the  public  opinion,  they  would  think 
otherwise.  The  principal  value  of  the  memori- 
al was  to  demonstrate  public  opinion.  He  hoped 
the  memorial  would  be  printed,  as  well  as  all 
other  respectable  memorials. 

Mr.  KANE  did  not  say  that  any  part  of  the 
protest  had  been  misquoted;  but,  the  impres- 
sion on  his  mind  was,  that  it  was  misrepresented. 
What  he  meant  was,  that  the  memorialists  had 
erred  in  the  opinion  which  they  had  formed  of  it. 
He  thought  it  extremely  improper  to  print  the 
memorial  from  the  State  of  Delaware,  when  the 
Senate  refused  to  print  the  protest  to  which  it 
referred.  The  one  ought  not  to  be  perpetuated 
on  the  journals  without  the  other.  Let  them 
both  take  the  same  course. 

Mr.  PRESTON  had  voted  with  the  adminis- 
tration to  receive  the  protest.  If  a  memorial 
which  censured  the  body  was  to  be  received, 
could  gentlemen  say  that  papers  which  approved 
of  the  action  of  the  body  should  not  be  received? 
He  felt  the  weight  of  what  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Georgia  had  said  as  to  the  protest.  The 
action  of  the  Senate  on  the  protest  was  now  a 
matter  of  history.  It  was  done  with.  Those  pa- 
pers, then  referred  to  a  thing  past,  as  much  as 
if  they  referred  to  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence on  the  actions  of  Gen.  Washington.  He 
looked  upon  it  as  a  practical  question  whether 
the  memorial  should  not  be  printed,  in  order  that 
Senators  might  have  an  opportunity  to  read  it 
in  order  to  understand  it  One  gentleman  had 
observed  that  he  heard  it  so  imperfectly  when  it 
was  read  to  the  Senate,  that  he  did  not  under- 
stand it.  The  question  was,  should  the  Senate 
receive  it  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  make  use 
of  it?  He  thought  it  should  be  printed  for  re- 
ference. 
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Intending,  as  he  did,  to  vote  for  the  printing  of 
that  paper,  he  was  averse  to  printing  the  protest. 
He  was  averse  to  do,  by  indirection,  what  the 
Senate  had  refused  to  do  directly.  This  referred 
to  the  protest — a  matter  that  was  done  with. 

He  would  vote  for  the  printing  of  this  paper 
— it  was  respectful,  and  presented  in  a  proper 
manner.  When,  however,  he  saw  a  memorial 
come  in,  in  the  form  of  an  extract  from  a  news- 
paper, he  would  not  vote  for  the  reception  of  a  pa- 
per so  presented;  it  was  offering  an  indig- 
nity to  the  Senate.  Papers  for  presentation  to 
any  legislative  body,  ought  to  be  in  manuscript, 
and  signed  by  the  parties  who  offered  it. 

Mr.  POIND  EXTER  had  voted  against  the 
printing  of  the  resolution  yesterday,  not  merely 
because  they  were  presented  in  the  form  of  a 
printed  paper,  but  because  they  had  not  the 
signatures  of  the  persons  by  whom  they  were 
professed  to  be  adopted.  Mr.  P.  here  read  the 
Constitution,  Section  XIX.,  which  says:  "Pe- 
titions must  be  subscribed  by  the  petitioners, 
unless  they  are  attending,  or  unable  to  sign, 
and  averred  by  a  member."  The  present  me- 
morial,, he  should  vote  to  receive  and  print. — 
What  was  the  situation  of  the  Senate  at  this 
moment?  The  President  of  the  United  States 
had  thought  proper  to  find  fault  with,  and  ap- 
peal against  the  action  of  the  Senate,  in  a  pro 
test,  to  the  highest  tribunal  to  which  an  appeal 
could  be  made — the  people.  This  tribunal  was 
now  passing  its  opinion  upon  it,  and  sending 
its  opinions  there;  and,  as  an  act  of  justice  to 
posterity,  the  Senate  ought  to  print  all  docu- 
ments presented  by  the  people,  whether  they 
were  for  or  against  the  action  of  the  Senate, 
that  posterity  might  see  how  the  people  of  the 
United  States  received  this  appeal  of  the  Presi- 
dent. It  was  the  bounden  duty  of  the  Senate 
to  perpetrate  the  decision  of  the  people.  He 
would  vote  for  printing  every  thing  of  that 
nature. 

The  President  had  ordered  the  printing  of 
his  own  paper.  He  (Mr.  P. )  would  like  to  see 
how  the  contingent  fund  had  been  disposed  of 
during  the  last  few  years;  if  a  report  were  made 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  secret  service  monpy 
had  been  expended,  he  doubted  not  that  the  ex- 
pense of  printing  the  40,000  copies  of  the  Presi- 
dent's protest  would  be  found  to  be  contained  in 
it.  It  might  not  be  so,  but  this  was  his  (Mr.  P.'s) 
opinion.  Forty  thousand  copies,  however,  of  the 
President's  protest  had  been  sent  to  the  people; 
the  people  were  deciding  upon  it,  and  answering 
it,  and  he  was  for  recording  their  decision. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said  he  knew  nothing  about 
these  40,000  copies,  but 'in  answer  to  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  he  would  venture  to  say,  that 
not  one  cent  of  the  expense  of  printing  these  co- 
pies had  come  out  of  the  public  treasury.  He 
would  never  have  referred  to  this  subject,  if  Se- 
nators on  the  opposite  side  had  not  made  accusa- 
tions, and  then  drawn  inferences  from  the  silence 
of  himself  and  others.  Gentlemen  had  said, 
•We  have  made  assertions  and  you  have  not 
denied  them;  we  therefore  take  it  for  granted 
that  our  assertions  were  correct."  With  respect 
to  the  contingent  fund  under  the  care  of  the 


President,  if  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  de- 
sired to  see  how  that  fund  was  expended,  he 
knew  how  information  could  be  procured.  Any 
curiosity  upon  that  head  might  be  satisfied  by  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  or  the  other  House. 

It  would  be  well,  therefore,  instead  of 
indulging  in  imagination  upon  this  matter,  to 
have  recourse  to  facts.  There  was  no  similari- 
ty, Mr.  F.  said,  between  the  paper  at  present 
under  debate  and  the  memorial; from  Ohio, 
which  had  been  referred  to  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina.  That  memorial  had  been  re- 
ferred, for  action,  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
The  notion  entertained,  that  the  printing  of 
this  document  was  of  importance  to  the  Senate 
was"  unfounded.  The  paper  would  be  here, 
although  not  printed.  It  would  be  placed  on 
the  files  of  the  office,  and  that  was  a  disposition 
of  it  quite  as  respectful  to  the  persons  from 
whom  it  came  as  if  it  had  been  given  into  the 
hands  of  the  printer.  If  it  were  ordered  to  be 
printed,  he  would  venture  to  say  that  the  copies 
would  never  be  referred  to,  but  that  they  would 
be  laid  away  with  other  rubbish.  If  he  thought 
he  was  treating  the  poeple  of  Wilmington  with 
disrespect  in  refusing  to  print,  he  would  vote 
for  the  printing  of  the  resolutions;  but  he  did 
not  think  there  was  any  thing  disrespectful  in 
the  destination  he  wished  to  give  to  them. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  KANE'S 
amendment;  which  was  lost. 
The  motion  to  print  was  carried. 
Mr.  CLAYTON  called  up  the  bill  to  equalise 
the  representation  of  the  State  of  Florida.    The 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  asked  the  Senate  to 
consider  a  resolution  presented  by  him  some 
days  since  in  relation  to  the  printing  the  old 
journals  of  Congress.  Mr.  P.  said  he  did  not 
desire  a  decision  upon  the  subject  at  present; 
but  wished  the  matter  to  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee. 

A  devision  took  place  on  Mr.  P's.  motion, 
which  was  carried.  Mr.  P.  then  moved  that 
the  subject  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  reported  a  bill  from  the 
other  House,  with  an  amendment,  relative  to 
the  incorporation  of  a  Horticultural  Society  in 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  concluded,  by  offering  the 
following  addition  to  the  resolution  of  the  com- 
mittee: 

Resolved,  That  the  act  of  Congress  "for  the 
relief  of  certain  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  re- 
volution,'* passed  on  the  15th  May,  182S,  and 
the  act  supplementary  to  that  act  passed  on  the 
7th  June,  1832,  are  properly  acts  providing  for 
the  payment  of  military  pensions. 

Resolved^  That  no  power  is  conferred  by  any 
law  upon  the  department,  or  Secretary  of  War, 
to  remove  the  agency  for  the  payment  of  pen- 
sioners under  the  said  act  of  the  7th  June,  1832, 
and  the  funds,  books,  and  papers  connected  with 
that  agency,  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  appoint  other  agents  to  supersede  that 
bank  in  the  payment  of  such  pensions. 
Mr.  KANE  arose  and  addressed  the  Senate, 
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in  reply  to  Mr.  Clayton,  and  had  not  conclud- 
ed when  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  of  Representatives  assembled  at 
11  o'clock. 

After  the  reporting  of  several  bills, 

Mr.  BOON  moved  to  take  up  the  resolution 
for  the  adjournment  of  Congress;  but  gave 
way  to 

Mr.  MERCER,  who  moved  a  resolution  for 
the  printing  of  a  document  published  in  Lon- 
don, on  the  subject  of  steam  navigation,  as  an 
appendix  to  the  report  concerning  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOON  renewed  his  motion  for  leave; 
but  that  being  withheld,  moved  to  suspend  the 
rule;  and  on  this,  called  for  the  ayes  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered  and  taken;  when  the  vote 
was — ayes  126,  nays  23. 

So  the  House  consented  to  take  up  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  HARDIN  moved  to  strike  out  thp  16th 
June,  and  insert  July  2,  which  would  occur  on 
a  Monday. 

Mr.  H.  said  no  gentleman  could  be  more 
anxious  to  return  to  the  bosom  of  his  family  and 
his  private  occupations  than  he  was,  but  he 
contended  that  the  public  business  could  not 
be  got  through  at  so  early  a  day  as  that  set 
down  in  the  resolution  of  the  hon.  member  from 
Indiana.  Mr.  H.  gave  a  succint  account  of  the 
various  bills  then  pressing  for  action.appropria- 
tion  bills,  the  Cumberland  road  bill,  the  Ken- 
tucky election  the  Potomac  bridge  bill,  the  In- 
dian bill,  bills,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
private  bills,  petitions,  memorials,  reports,  &c. 
most  of  which  would  occupy  several  days  in 
deliberation. 

He  hoped  the  hon.  mover  of  the  resolution 
would  answer  to  his  (Mr.  H.'s)  proposed  alte- 
ration. It  would  be  impossible  also  for  the  other 
House  to  get  through  any  thing  like  the  busi- 
ness already  before,  it  by  the  16th  of  June. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  would  make  a  sugges- 
tion to  the  honorable  mover.  It  must  be  evi- 
dent that  they  were  not  prepared  on  that  day 
to  fix  the  adjournment,  from  the  many  impor- 
tant matters  to  be  yet  acted  upon.  He  would 
suggest  a  postponement  of  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  resolution  till  that  day  fortnight 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Vermon'.'had  no  desire 
to  prolong  the  session  needlessly,  but  he 
thought  the  House  was  not  prepared  then  to 
fix  the  day  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  WILDE  said  it  had  hitherto  been  the 
uniferm  pi  actice  to  appoint  a  committee  for  the 
purpose  of  reporting  a  convenient  day  for  the 
adjournment;  and  he  saw  no  good  reason  why 
they  should  have  departed  from  that  custom  on 
the  present  occasion.  If  they  were  to  act  upon 
the  many  important  measures  to  be  brought 
before  the  House,  it  was  obvious  that  the  ad- 
journment could  not  take  place  at  so  early  a 
day.  There  was  another  point  to  be  consider- 
ed- If  that  House  passed  the  resolution  and 
Bent  it  to  the  Senate,  it  would  place  the  House 


in  the  power  of  that  body;  and  it  would  be  well 
to  inquire  whether  that  was  expedient  or  not- 
If  they  intended  to  act  upon  the  measures  re- 
ferred to,  they  had  better  postpone  the  resolu- 
tion; if  not,  it  mattered  little  how  early  a  day 
was  fixed. 

Mr.  MERCER  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  N.  Y. 
(Mr.  Cambiielewo,)  and  contended  that  they 
had  no  right  to  go  home  till  the  public  busi- 
ness- had  been  disposed  of.  By  a  reference  to 
the  calendar,  it  was  seen  that  the  bills  thereon 
were  brought  down  only  to  the  5th  of  April; 
and  scarcely  any  public"  bill  of  public  impor- 
tance, had  been  yet  finally  acted  upon.  There 
were  also  between  twenty  and  thirty  resolu- 
tions on  the  Speaker's  table,-  which,  by  what 
he  (Mr.  M.)  considered  to  be  a  most  absurd 
rule,  could  only  be  considered  during  the  hours 
devoted  to  morning  business. 

He  had  twice  tried  to  get  up  a  bill  involving 
an  expenditure  of  one-third  of  the  annual  reve- 
nue of  the  country.  He  had  failed  each  time. 
From  the  present  state  of  the  public  business, 
he  was  opposed  to  fixing  any  definite  time  then 
for  the  final  adjournment  of  Congress. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  was  in  favor  of  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  (Mr.  Boon.) 
He  could  say,  as  far  as  regarded  his  own  consti- 
tuents, their  wish  was,  that  Congress  should 
pass  the  most  important  bills,  including  the 
Appropriation  Bills,  and  disperse.  He  con- 
tended that  it  was  the  usual  practice  to  pass 
such  a  resolution  as  the  present;  and  that  it 
was  calculated  to  expedite  the  progress  of  pub- 
lic business.  This  House  was  not  the  place  to 
do  qusiness. 

Mr.  BURGES  said,  that  Congress  had  done 
nothing,  and  would  do  nothing  for  the  country, 
unless  they  resored  public  faith,  and  decided 
one  way  or  the  other  as  to  the  power  which 
had  been  claimed  by  the  Executive,  over  the 
public  treasure.  The  gentleman  from  N.  York 
seemed  delighted  with  the  idea  of  meeting  his 
constituents.  He  (Mr.  B  )  was  not  afraid  of 
meeting  his  constituents.  He  should  shake- 
hands  with  them  as  brothers,  in  calamity.  But 
he  did  fear  lest  his  constituents  should  say  that 
he  ought  to  have  kept  his  post  yet  longer — 
even  till  hope  expired.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  had  said  that  this  was  not  the  place 
to  do  business.  He  (Mr.  B.)  knew  this:  it 
could  be  much  better  done  at  the  other  end  of 
the  Avenue.  But  he  would  contend,  that  it 
was  playing  with  them  to  get  their  votes  to 
suspend  the  ride,  and  then  to  ask  them  to  post- 
pone the  question. 

He  contended  that  Congress  ought  not  to 
separate  until  something  was  done  to  relieve 
the  country.  If  they  passed  these  Appropria- 
tion Bills  and  "went  home,"  there  might  not 
be  funds  in  the  treasury  by  the  end  of  the  year 
to  meet  them. 

Not  a  single  member  of  the  majority  had  dar- 
ed hitherto  to  meet  the  question  in  the  face — 
whether  the  reasons  of  the  Secretary  o  f  the 
Treasury  were  sufficient  or  not. 

If  he  thought  that  nothing  could  be  done,  he 
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until  hope  itself  expired.       S  P       P  tha  had,  beue    glven  as  an  answ«  to  these  ap- 

After  getting  their  votes  to  susoend  ih*  ml*  P  t  •  PeoPle»  ^s  a  bill  distributing  the 

they  ought  not  to  trifle  whh  the  rfeelin/s  S  *  Pubhc,m™ey  among^  the  State  banks.    But,  as 

motion  to  postpone.  gS  by  *  he  ^'f^  *°  ?,ve  the  maJ<»ritV  an  opportunity  to 


faster  when  the  time  of  adjournment  was  known, 
than  when  there  was  no  limitation.  He  was 
therefore,  anxious  that  some  time  should  be 
fixed. 


cheerfully  vote  to  adjourn  to  morrow;  but  they 
had  come  there  to  d0lbusiness.  Had  that  busi- 
ness been  done?  He  should  say  not.  What 
had  been  done  for  the  West?    Nothing.    He  was 


After  a  session  of  nearly  six  months  thev  Sli™ T  lorthe,West?  NothinS-  He  was 
ought  to  be  able  to  say  whe *h?v woJld 1.7  K I  *f  J°UPn  }vheneVer  the  business  had 
journ.  He,  for  his  Ln^Lfa££rvul?**r?tendia?  to  lhe  transaction  of 
shortest  period  the  bes^bmh w«  nS  mS  Sl°f  b,sKconsiltuents  had  sent  him  there.  AH 
cular.  '  WaS  "0t  Partu    that  had  been  done  was  the  passage  of  appropri- 

"   :'-        ■•-■'■  ation  bills,  for  the  benefit  of  office  holders;     He 


, He  thought,  however,  that  it  was  proper 
that  the  time  of  adjournment,  earlier  or  later, 
snould  be  determined  on,  that  they  might  se- 
lect ,  from  the  mass  of  business  before  them, 
hat  which  it  was  indispensable  to  attend  to, 
before  they  separated.  They  had  a  duty  to 
themselves  to  perform  as  well  as  to  their  conn- 
try.  He  hoped  the  motion  for  postponement 
would  not  prevail. 

i  Mr-    S™WART  called  for  the  order  of  the 
day,  which  being  refused, 

Mr.  DICKSON  made  a  motion,  which  he  said 
he  had  never  made  before,  and  probably  never 
should  again,  whilst  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat 
in  that  House.    He  moved  the  previous  question 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  BOON,  he  with 
drew  the  motion. 


J&E2srsftft J2r^-<*ras: 


_ „ — v. .«,  i,,c  propriety  oi  tne 

motion  he  had  made,  and  against  the  proposition 
to  postpone.  The  session  had  been  commenced 
in  speech-making  and  President  making :  and 
no  good  could  be  anticipated  from  its  unusual 
prolongation. 

„  Mr-  ^0V?  thought  it  was  injudicious  on  the 
part  of  the  minority  to  oppose  the  passage  of  the 
motion  to  adjourn,— inasmuch  as  the  responsi- 
bility must  rest  on  the  majority.  He  was  against 
the  motion  to  postpone. 

Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON  said/that  in  his  opinion, 
one  month  would  be  sufficient  to  transact  the 
whole  of  the  public  business  before  the  House. 
It  he  could  believe  that  they  would  get  through 
ine  public  business  in  two  months,  he  would  vote 
tor  the  continuance  of  the  session  until  that  time; 
-2?  ♦u  wou,dresult»  would  be  subsequent 
andlur  herpostponements,-from  the  16th  June, 
t  would  be .shifted  to  the  1st  of  July;  and  then 

of,llSl  •  ^UgaSt  In  his  °Pinion>  the  fixing 
have  thp  ^  day  ,°f  adJ™™™nt,  then,  would 
He  w t  expediting  public  business. 

Practice  „S"St  ""  in,lovatio»  *  the  ancient 
E  „w dJ°urn,ng  at  a  long  session,  in  some- 

woufd„tt\?P0xt:d Hehoped  thequestion 

ZZT^f^  "***»«  -ould  be  doTe  for 
nraver^f  f  c?untry-that  the  petitions  and 
prayers  of  the  people  were  not  to  be  taken  heed 
ot.    He  confessed  that  he  had  began  to  despair 


was  opposed  to  any  proposition  for  adjournment 
at  that  time. 

Mr.  CHILTON  was  in  favor  of  the  earliest 
day  of  adjournment.  He  hoped  he  should  not 
be  thought  from  this  to  have  relaxed  in  his  zeal. 
He  did  not  think  that  there  was  any  object  like- 
ly to  be  obtained  by  the  continuance  of  this  ses- 
sion. Its  only  consequence  would  be  to  keep  up 
an  excitement  in  the  country— an  excitement 
hopeless  and  unproductive.  He  thought  that 
the  questions  now  agitating  the  country  could 
only  be  settled  by  a  reference  back  to  the  peo- 
ple. Nine  years'  experience  in  legislation,  state 
or  national,  had  convinced  him  that  business  was 
expedited  by  fixing  a  day  of  adjournment.  He 
should,  therefore,  vote  for  the  earliest  day  of  ad- 
journment, and  against  the  postponement  of  the 


Mr.  MILLER  opposed  the  proposition. 
Messrs.  STEWART  and   BRIGGS  spoke  on 
the  question,  and  the  latter  gentleman  moved  the 
order  of  the  day,  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  STEWART  moved  the  order  of  the  day, 
but  this  motion  also  was  negatived. 
>    Mr.  BELL   admitted  the3  importance  of  fix- 
ing the  day  of  adjournment,  but  yet  there  were 
many  questions  of  public  importance  still  re- 
maming  to  be  acted  upon  by  Congress.    Other 
matters  of  exigency  might  arise,  which  would 
require  their    attentive  consideration,  and  it 
would  always  be  in  their  power  to  decide  upon 
the  time  for  closing  the  session.    An  experience 
ot  six  or  seven  years  had  determined  him  not 
to  acquiesce  in  any  proposition  which  went  to 
divest  the  House  of  its  power  to  adjourn  at  its 
own  time,  on  the  ground  that  it  wa»  not  com- 
petent to  fix  the  time. 

For  the  last  one  or  two  years,  many  great 
questions  had  absorbed  the  attention  of  the 
House,  and  it  was,  therefore,  with  a  view  to 
bring  up  the  arrears  of  business,  that  he  was  in 
favor  of  the  postponement. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  adverted  to  the 
remarks  which  had  been  made,  of  the  import- 
ance of  the  business  now  before  Congress.  He 
thought  there  was  a  necessity  of  acting  upon 
it.  He  enumerated  many  of  the  questions  as 
yet  undecided  on,  and  expressed  himself  in  fa- 
vor of  the  postponement. 
Mr.  BURD  spoke  of  the  delay  in  the  action 
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of  Congress,  in  relation  to  the  formation  of  a 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  If  no  plan  should 
be  submitted  for  the  rechartering  of  the  present 
Bank,  or  the  establishment  of  a  new  one,  he 
pledged  himself  to  submit  one  in  the  course  of 
the  ensuing  week. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  vindicated  the  propri- 
ety of  the  postponement  of  this  question,  on 
account  of  the  business  yet  to  be  transacted. 

Mr.  BOON,  replied  to  Mr.  Ewiso,  and  the 
latter  gentleman  shortly  replied. 

Mr.  BURGES  in  a  playful  and  humorous 
vein,  descanted  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Boos , 
which  he  opposed.  . 

Mr.  WAYNE  denied  that  the  session  had 
rot  been  attended  with  a  great  progress  in  the 
public  business.  He  enumerated  the  bills 
which  had  already  been  acted  upon  by  the 
House;  and  adverted  to  the  number  of  those 
mow  before  both  branches  of  the  Legislature  for 
consideration,  as  a  reason  for  postponing  the 
motion  for  adjournment.  His  personal  conve- 
nience certainly  would  be  aided  by  the  passing 
of  the  motion;  but  he  could  not  consent  to  give 
k  the  support  of  bis  vote,  whilst  so  large  a  por- 
tion of  the  public  business  had  yet  to  be  trans- 
acted. Mr.  W.  said,  he  did  not  i-tend  to  vote 
for  an  adjournment  till  certain  measures  had 
been  acted  upon.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
adopt  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York. 

Mr.  LANE  sad,  if  he  were  to  consult  only 
his  own  private  feelings,  he  should  vote  for  an 
early  adjournment;  but  there  were  higher  con 
siderations  that  wou'd  compel  him  to  vote  the 
other  way.  He  did  not  believe  that  business 
would  be  expedited  by  the  day  of  adjournment 
being  fixed.  He  would  never  consent  to  ad- 
journ, till  the  bill  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  had  been  taken  up,  de- 
liberated upon,  and  decided.  He  should  sup- 
port the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  N. 
Y.  to  postpone  further  consideration  for  two 
weeks.  He  would  especially  call  upon  the 
western  gentlemen  to  vote  with  him,  since  not 
a  single  bill  affecting  the  interests  of  the  wesi, 
had  yet  received  final  action.  There  was  ano- 
ther consideration,  said  Mr.  L.,  and  it  was  till*! 
He  would  never  consent  to  place  that  House  in 
the  power  of  the  other  branch  cf  the  Legisla- 
ture. . 

Mr.  CAGE  said  this  was  a  subject  of  more 
importance,  and  involving]  matter  of  deeper 
weight  and  interest  than  at  first  view  appeared. 
Much  of  unfinished  business  before  the  House 
involved  principles  connected  with  the  dearest 
interests  of  the  community.  He  greatly  feared, 
however,  that  the  great  and  absorbing  question 
then  before  thecountry  could  not  be  settled  during 
the  present  session.  He  thought  it  better  that 
they  should  return  to  their  constituents,  meet 
them  face  to  face,  and  ascertain  their  opinions 
on  this  great  question,  and  they  might  'hen 
return  and  act  in  accordance  with  their 
views.  He  should  therefore  support  the  original 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  to 
adjourn  on  the  16th  of  June. 

Mr-   VANDERPOEL  regretted   that  duty 


would  compel  him  to  vote  against  the  proposi- 
tion of  his  honorable  colleague,  a  gentleman 
whose  opinion  upon  all  subjects  was  entitled  to 
great  weight  He  (Mr.  V)  thought  the  time 
had  arrived  when  the  day  of  adjournment  ought 
to  be  definitively  fixed,  and  he  was  aware  that 
by  doing  so,  the  public  business  would  be  mate- 
rially expedited.  If  they  were  to  sit  there  till 
all  the  public  and  private  business  would  be 
got  through  they  would  become  a  perpetual  par- 
liament. Petitions  and  memorials  were  still 
pouring  in,  new  bills  were  continually  reported, 
and  so  it  would  go  on.  The  end  would  be 
like  the  horizon,  still  retiring  to  the  same  dis- 
tance as  you  approached  it  Besides,  by  fixing: 
a  definitive  time  for  adjournment  that  business 
which  was  most  urgent,  and  of  most  importance, 
could  be  first  acted  upon. 

Mr.  BROWNE  said  he  should  be  constrained 
to  vote  for  the  postponement,  and  if  that  ques- 
tion should  be  lost,  he  should  vote  for  the  most 
distant  period  fixed  by  the  two  propositions  be- 
fore the  House.  Mr.  B.  said  if  any  gentleman 
could  say  he  thought  the  time  had  arrived  for 
fixing  an  early  day  for  adjournment  he  certainly 
took  a  very  different  view  of  the  state  of  public 
business  than  he  (Mr.  B.)  did;  again, he  thought 
the  suggestion  thrown  out  respecting  placing 
that  House  in  the  power  of  the  other,  ought  to 
have  weight,  and  he  should  therefore  vote  for 
the  postponement. 

Mr.  HARDIN  contended,  in  opposition  td 
his  hon.  colleague  (Mr.  Love,)  that  the  respon- 
sibility would  not  rest  upon  the  minority  alone, 
but  equally  upon  every  member  of  all  parties 
in  the  House.  Did  the  gentlemen  wish  to  pun- 
ish those  who  had  not  sinned,  by  cutting  short 
this  session,  for  the  reason  that  certain  gentle- 
men had  been  in  the  habit  of  making  long 
speeches?  He  for  one,  was  willing  to  take  his 
full  shire  of  that  blame.  Another  hon.  col- 
league had  said,  that  he  would  not  adjourn  until 
something  final  had  been  done  with  regard  to 
the  deputes.  He  (Mr.  H.)  had  received  from 
his  constituents  instructions  not  to  adjourn  un- 
til something  had  been  done.  He  thought  there 
was  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  House  tp  act 
This  resolution  of  adjournment  would  prevent 
that  disposition  from  being  carried  into  effect  He 
was  against  any  proposition  to  adjourn  being 
made  at  that  time. 

Mr.  EWING  replied  to  certain  misrepresen- 
tations which,  he  contended,  had  been  made  as 
to  his  sentiments,  by  his  colleague  (Mr.  Boos.) 
With  regard  to  the  proposition  to  fix  the  day  of 
adjournment,  he  could  not  agree  to  it,  under 
the  prospect  of  going  home  and  leaving  the 
business  of  those  who  sent  him  there  unattend- 
ed to.  He  trusted  the  currency  question  would 
be  settled;  the  public  land  question,  and  the 
various  questions  on  internal  improvement, 
would  be  settled  before  they  adjourned. 
Mr.  BOON  roplicd. 

Mr.  WARD  called  for  the  ayes  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered.  , 

He  contended  that  the  proposal  for  fixing  the 
day  of  adjournment  was  according  to  prece- 
dent.   To  delay  the  period  would  not  expedite 
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the  transaction  of  business.  It  would  be  seen  by 
a  reference  to  the  record  of  former  sessions  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  business  had  to  be  trans- 
acted after  the  last  day. 
Mr.  BURGES  replied. 
After  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  BEARDSLEY, 
the  question  was  taken  as  to  the  postponement 
by  ayes  and  noes,  when  there  appeared,  ayes 
116,  nays  95. 

So  the  House  agreed  to  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Cambreleng  for  postponement  till  this  day 
two  weeks. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  several  communi- 
cations; one  on  the  navy  regulations,  and  ano- 
ther a  message  from  the  President  on  a  treaty 
of  commerce  with  the  Republic  of  Chili. 
THE  INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
The  amendment  offered  for  appropriating 
$8000  to  the  Pawnee  Indians  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi was  opposed  by  Mr.  ASHLEY. 

Mr.  LEWIS  explained  the  grounds  of  the" 
proposed  appropriation. 

Mr.  VANCE  and  MR.  ASHLEY  made  some 
remarks, 

After  which  thequestion  was  taken,  and  it 
appeared  that  the  amendment  was  not  concur- 
red in. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SUTHERLAND, 
The   House   went  into   Committee   of   the 
•^yhole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Adams,  of 
Massachusetts,  in  the  chair,  arid 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  McKIM,  took  up  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  continuation 
and  repair  of  the  Cumberland  road. 

The  bill  having  been  gone  through  with, 
The  committee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HUB- 
BARD, took  up  the  bill  No.  269  on  the  calen- 
dar, "making  appropriations  for  carrying  on 
and  completing  certain  harbors  and  removing 
obstructions  in  and  at  the  mouth  of  certain  ri- 
vers for  the  year  1834." 

Mr.  HUBBARD  proposed  as  an  amendment, 
that  the  sum  of  $10,000  be  appropriated  for  im- 
proving the  harbor  of  Mobile,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  also  proposed  to  amend  the 
bill,  by  adding  the  sum  of  $50,000  for  complet- 
ing the  improvement  of  Savannah  harbor. 

Mr.  PIERCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  asked  why  the 
item  did  not  appear  in  the  original  bill? 

Mr.  HUBBARD  explained,  by  desiring  the 
Clerk  to  read  a  communication  from  the  War 
Department,  setting  forth  that  the  survey  had 
not  been  completed  when  the  bill  was  first  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  the  estimate  could  not  be  made  out. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Vermont,  when  was  the 
original  expenditure  authorized,  and  what  was 
the  original  estimate? 

Mr.  HUBBARD  replied,  1832,  and  the  sum 
then  appropriated  was  $25,000. 

Mr.  EVERETT,    of  Vermont,   said   if  new 
plans  had  been  proposed  different  from  the  origi- 
nal ones,  he  should  vote  against  the  appropria- 
tion. 
Mr.    HUBBARD  explained,  reiterating  his 


ormer  statement,  and  desiring  the  Clerk  to  read 
a  communication  from  the  Engineer. 

Mr.  EVERETT  still  objected  to  the  appropri- 
ation. '  It  appeared  that  the  estimate  had  been 
made  in  consequence  of  a  new  survey  and  not 
upon  the  original  plan. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  suggested  to  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  to  withdraw  his  objection;  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  would,  he  had  no 
doubt,  on  a  future  occasion  satisfy  him  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  MERCER  said  this  appropriation  had 
been  made  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals;  of  the  progress  of  the 
work  he  knew  nothing. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  further  explained.  The 
original  sum  had  been  found  insufficient;  and , 
therefore,  this  additional  provision  was  asked 
for. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  had  every  confidence  in 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  but  on  this 
subject  he  preferred  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals.  It  was  to  that 
Committee  the  subject  properly  belonged. 

After  some  further  remarks,  chiefly  explana- 
tory, by  Messrs.  HARPER,  of  New  Jersey, 
HUBBARD,  of  New  Hampshire,  MERCER, 
WILLIAMS,  H.  EVERETT,  WAYNE, 
CAMBRELENG,  and  McKAY, 

Mr.  McKAY  objected  to  the  practice  of  ap- 
propriating, yearly,  additional  sums,  for  the 
purpose  of  "completing"  public  works.  It 
was  disgraceful  to  the  body  of  officers  from 
which  these  estimates  issued. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  again  referred  to  the  esti- 
mates of  the  department,  on  which  this  appro- 
priation was  based;  and  in  which  it  was  stated 
that  $50,000  would  be  necessary.  Whether 
the  whole  would  be  expended  during  the  ensu- 
ing year  he  could  not  say. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  after  adverting  to  the 
respective  provinces  of  the  committees  in  answer 
to  observations  which  had  fallen  from  gentle- 
men who  had  preceded  him,  expressed  a  hope 
that  the  friends  of  internal  improvement  would 
not  be  drawn  from  their  great  object  by  the 
fact  that  the  measure  proceeded  from  this  or 
that  committee.     He  entered  into  a  review  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  case;  and  further  con- 
tended that  this  bill  ought  not  to  be  obstructed 
by  a  reference  back,  either  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  or  that  on  Roads  and  Canals.    In 
regard  to  the  objection  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,   (Mr.  McKat,)  if  these  addi- 
tional sums  for  "completing"  had  been  de- 
nied by  Congress,  there  was  not  a  single  forti- 
fication in  the  United  States  that  would  have 
been  completed.    It  was  no  evidence  of  a  want 
of  economy  or  of  care  in  making  out  these  es- 
timates.     It  arose  from  the  nature  of  the  case. 
Mr.  McKAY  said  his  object  had  been  to  as- 
certain  whether  a  less  sum  than  that  in  the  bil 
would  not  do  for  the  present  year. 

Mr.  McKAY  was  opposed  to  making  large 
appropriations  for  this  office.  If  fifty  thousand 
dollars  were  voted  this  year,  he  would  predict 
that  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  would  be  re- 
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quired  next  year.     He  moved  to  reduce  the  sum 
to  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  WAYNE  explained  the  object  of  the  ap- 
propriation, which  was  rendered  necessary  by 
reason  of  the  expediency  of  constructing  other 
works.  ° 

The  amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  McKAY 
was  negatived. 

After  some  further  proceedings, 

The  vote  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  remov- 
ing  the  obstructions  in  the  Savannah  river,  was 
adopted.  Ayes  83,— nays  46. 

An  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  MERCER  for 
the  improvement  of  the  communication  with  the 
river  Raism  was  agreed  to;  a  variety  of  other 
amendments  were  moved,  among  which  were 
Uie   lollowing    proposed  by    Mr.   HUBBARD 

AMENDMENT. 
For  continuing-  and  securing  the  works  at  Os- 
wego harbor. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  at  Big  Sodus 
bay,  New  York,  on  the  present  plan,  fifteen 
housand  dollars. 

For ^completing  the  works  at  Genesee    river, 
j  York,  on  the  present  plan,   twenty  thou- 
sand dollars.  J 

For  completing  the  works  at  Buffalo,  New 
York,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvements  of  Black 
Rock  harbor,  N.  York,  twelve  thousand  dollars. 

r  or  continuing  the  improvements  at  Dunkirk 
harbor,  N.  York,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  securing  the  works  at  Presqu'Isle,  Penn- 
sylvania,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  the  works  atCleaveland  har- 
bor, Ohio,  thirteen  thousand  three  hundred  and 
fifteen  dollars. 

For  repairing  and  securing  the  works  at  Grand 
river,  Ohio,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  securing  the  works  at  Black  river,  Ohio, 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  extending  and  securing  the  works  at  Hu- 
ron river,  Ohio,  six  thousand  seven  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  at  Ashtabula 
creek,  Ohio,  five  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  shortly  explained   the  expe- 
diency of  these  improvements  and  works. 
I    At   the  request  of  Mr.  McKAY  the    amend- 
ments  were  again  read. 

I    Mr.  McKAY"  inquired  why  these  appropria- 
tions were  not  reported  in    the  regular    harbor 

Mr.  WHITTLESLY,  of  Ohio,  replied  at  some 
'ength,  and  showed  the  necessity  of  the  improve 
nents  contemplated  by  the  bill,  and  the  adva.i 
ages  which  would    be  derived    from  the    con 
itruction  of  the  works.     He  entered    into  a  va 
•iety  of  circumstantial  details  on  the  subject,  and 
liter  a  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  o(  a  tur- 
ner member,  the  late  Mr.  John  Cocke,  an  emi- 
nent patriot,  and  friend  lo  the  west,  pttfted    that 
ie  himself  (Mr.  W.)  had  thrice  visited    all  the 
osts,  the  improvements  from   which  would    re- 
ult  from  the    adoption  of  these    propositions, 
io  enlarged  for  some  time  on  the  local  and  gen 
•ral  advantagesjo  be  thus  derived  to  the  whol 
ountry. 
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onMCon^RPER'  0f,N'  H-'from  the  Committee 

Josenh  w  r6'  *"***  *  ?port  on  the  case  of 

kmiVat      ^eeP  and  others>  accompanied  by 

a  bill  (No   478)  for  their  relief,  which  bill  wZ 

read  the  first  and  second  time   andcommiS 

«.«?'.♦•         i  ^    y  leave'  moved  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to. 


Mesolved,  That  a  late  treatise  published  in 
London  ,n  1833,  on  canal  navigation,  by  John 
M.  Neil,  omittmg  the  plates,  be  added  to  anS 
make  part  of  the  appendix  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  on  bill  No  94 
authorizing  a  subscription  to  the  stock  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson  his  pri- 
vate secretary,  notifying  that  the  Presdent  did 
on  the  14th  inst.  approve  and  sign 

No  52,  An  for  the  relief  of  Coleman  Fisher. 

No.  45,  An  for  the  relief  of  Luther  L.  Smith. 

No.  246,  An  act  making  appropriation  for 
the  support  of  the  army  for  the  year  1834. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  BOON,  that  the 
rule  prescribing  the  order  of  business  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  House  do  now  resume  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution  pending  on 
the  13th  inst.  to  fix  a  time  for  the  adjournment 
of  the  present  session  of  Congress. 

And  the  question  being  put,  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative — ayes  126,  nays  23. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  HARDIN  to  a- 
mend  the  said  resolution  by  striking  out  "six- 
teenth''  and  inserting  "thirteenth." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  CAMBRELENG, 
that  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  reso- 
lution be  postponed  until  Thursday  the  29th  of 
May  instant 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  116,  nays  98. 

A^message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lowrie, 
their  secretary,  was  received: 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  Senate  has  passed  the  bill 
of  this  House  (No.  457,)  entitled  "an  act  to 
equalise  representation  in  the  Territory  of  Flo- 
rida, and  for  other  purposes?"  and  he  then 
withdrew. 

A  message,  in  writing,  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr,  Donelson 
his  private  secretary,  which  was  read,  and  is  as 
follows: 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  to  Congress,  copies  of  a 
treaty  of  peace,  amity,  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion between  the  United  States  and  the  Repub- 
lic of  Chili,  concluded  at  Santiago  de  Chili,  on 
the  first  of  September,  1833,  and  the  ratifica- 
tions of  which  were  exchanged  in  this  city  on 
the  iy  tli  of  April  last. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
Washington,  May,  1834. 

Ordered,  that  the  said  message  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
c    ter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
muting a  report  of  the  register  and  receiver  of 
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the  land  office  at  St.  Stephens, containing  an  ab- 
stract of  claims  to  land,  east  of  Pearl  river,  west 
of  the  Perdido,  and  south  of  the  31st  degree  of 
nonh  latitude,  filed  under  the  third  section  uf 
the  act  of  March  2d,  1829,  confirming'  the  re- 
ports of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  of 
fice  in  the  district  of  St.  Stephens,  in  the  State 
of  Alabama,  which  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting 
a  copy  of  the  rules  and  regulations,  recently 
prepared  in  regard  to  the  naval  asylum,  near 
Philadelphia;  which  letter  and  rules  were  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  (No.  109,)  making  appropriations  for 
the  Indian  Department,  for  the  year  1834. 

The  amendments  reported  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to 
the  said  bill,  were  then  read  and  concurred  in 
by  the  House,  except  the  last  amendment  pro- 
posing a  second  section  to  said  bill,  which  was 
disagreed  to  ;  it  was  then 

Ordered,  that  the  said  bill  be  re-engrossed  an:! 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  U- 
nion,and  after  sometime  spent  therein,the  Speak 
er  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  re- 
ported that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  the  state  of  the  Union  generally  un- 
der consideration,  particularly  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  (No.  79,)  entitled  "an  act  for  the  con- 
tinuation and  repair  of  the  Cumberland  road," 
and  the  bill  of  this  House  (No.  269,)  making 
additional  appropriations  for  the  improvement 
of  certain  harbors,and  removing  obstructions  in 
and  at  the  mouths  of  certain  rivers,for  the  year 
1834;  and  had  come  to  no  resolution  thereupon. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  until  to  mor- 
row 11  o'clock,  A.  M. 

IN  SENATE. 
Fridat,  May  16,  1834. 
GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Friday  and  Saturday  being  set  apart  by  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  for  the  consideration  and 
passage  of  bills,  the  Senate  first  took  up  the  bill 
supplementary  to  the  act  to  alter  and  amend  the 
several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imposts,  which 
bill  was  read  a  second  time,  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NAUDAIN, 

The  previous  orders  were  postponed,  and  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Robinson,  only  sur- 
viving daughter  of  Lieutenant  Wilde,  deceased, 
of  the  Revolutionary  Army.  The  bill  was  read 
a  second  time,  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,and  amended  by  striking  out  the  amonnt  of 
compensation. 

Mr.  NAUDAIN  moved  further  to  amend  it  so 
as  to  allow  interest  on  the  money  from  the  time 
when  it  became  due, 

Mr.  NAUDAIN  exhibited  the  grounds  of  the 
claims  of  Lieut.  Wilde,  and  urged  the  equity  of 
allowing  interest  on  the  money  which  was  due 
to  him  from  the  Government. 


Mr.  WHITE  admitted  the  claim  to  the  princi 
pal  sum,  but  argued  against  the  propriety  and  ex- 
pediency of  allowing  interest,on  the  ground  tha- 
the  claim  had  not  been  proved  till  the  present 
me.  t 

Mr.  NAUDAIN  replied  by  referring  to  the 
various  cases  in  which  compensation  and  inter- 
est had  been  allowed,  and  he  appealed  to  the  Sen- 
ator to  instance  a  single  case  in  which  interest 
had  been  refused.  He  also  urged  the  magna- 
nimity of  the  motive  by  which  Lieut.  Wilde  for- 
bore to  present  his  claim  during  his  life,  which 
was  that  the  Government  was  poor,  and  he  was 
at  that  time  unwilling  to  increase  its  burdens. 

Mr.  SMITH  spoke  in  opposition  to  allowing 
interest,  on  account  of  the  numerous  similar  ca- 
ses which  would  be  involved,  and  on  the  ground 
that  the  Government  would  fulfil  its  promise  by 
paying  the  principal  as  soon  as  the  claim  should 
be  presented. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  spoke  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment, referred  to  several  specific  cases  of  a  sim- 
ilar kind,  in  which  interest  had  been  allowed; 
and  urged  that  it  was  the  established  sense  of 
the  Senate  that  interest  in  such  cases  should  be 
allowed. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  contended  that  interest 
ought  to  be  paid,  and  cited  two  cases,  one  of 
which  occuired  in  1832,  and  the  other  in  1833, 
in  which,  upon  similar  claims,interest  had  been 
allowed.  Drew  a  comparison  between  the  reso- 
lutions of  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-six, 
and  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-eight  and 
seventeen  hundred  and  eighty.  The  first  provid- 
ing only  for  those  who  lost  a  irnb  in  the  service; 
the  second  providing  for  all  who  had  served  in 
the  revolution;  and,  the  third,  providing  that 
the  pension  should  be  paid  to  the  widows  and 
legal  representatives  of  those  who  had  so  served. 
The  principle  was  the  same:  to  induce  men  to 
flock  to  the  Government  standard.  Mr.  C. 
cited  several  cases.  None  but  Lieut.  WilJe 
could  have  applied  for  the  money,  and  it  was 
doubtful  whether  he  would  have  got  it;  for  the 
Government  was  at  that  time  very  neccss  tous. 
When  the  fact  is  admitted  that  the  pension  is 
correctly  due,  tbe  Senate  should  not  adhere 
merely  to  the  letter  of  one  resolution. 

It  had  always  been  the  desire  of  Congress  to 
make  those  people  comfortable;  not  to  pay  tha 
merely  which  was  strictly  due  in  law,  but  to 
make  liberal  payment,  he  contended  that  such 
was  the  necessity  of  the  Governmental  the  time, 
that,  not  asking  for  the  pension  was  an  accom- 
modation, and  deserved  interest  as  much  as  if 
there  had  been  an  agreement  to  that  effect. 
There  was  money  enough  to  pay  all  the  revo- 
lutionary soldiers;  and  if  not,  the  people  of  the 
United  States  would  submit  to  be  taxed  to  any 
extent,  rather  than  suffer  the  daughter  or  wi- 
dow of  a  revolutionary  soldier  to  say,  that  the 
fear  of  expense  prevented  the  Government  from 
doing  her  justice. 

Mr.  SHEPLEYmadea  few  remarks  upon 
the  petition.  He  suid  he  was  anxious  that  the 
consequence  of  the  action  of  the  Senate  upon 
this  occasion  should  be  well  understood.  If  the 
amendments   which  had   been  made  were  fol» 
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lowed  out,  more  than  a  million  of"  dollars  might 
be  drained,  upon  similar  grounds,  from  the  pub- 
lic treasury.  Let  the  Senate  adopt  the  princi- 
ple contended  for,  and  they  went  down  to  the 
tomb,  and  said  they  would  remunerate  all 
those  whose  ancestors  had  been  wounded,  and 
died  in  the  revolution.  The  debt?  would  be- 
come as  large  as  that  created  by  the  war.  The 
heirs  of  the  soldiers  of  the  revolution  would 
become  holders  cf  stock,  and  would  hold  it  as 
long  as  possible,  for  the  purpose  of  accumulat- 
ing interest.  He  thought  the  Senate  should 
pause  upon  this  subject,  more  especially  as  it 
had  been  admitted  that,  in  this  case,  there  ex- 
isted no  legal  claim  to  compensation. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  argued  further,  that  the  prin- 
ciple contended  for  might  force  the  Government 
into  a  national  debt,  which  they  bad  determined 
to  avoid,  and  that  claims  which  have  heretofore 
been  disallowed  for  want  of  evidence,  would  be 
liable  to  be  made  good  by  evidence  produced 
even  by  the  remotest  heirs  of  the  claimants. 

Mr.  WHITE  denied  that  the  cases  which  had 
been  quoted  were  similar  to  this,  and  that  there 
was  any  precedent  on  which  this  case  could  be 
decided.  He  farther  argued,  that  the  claim  or 
title  to  pay,  could  not  exist,  till  it  should  be  prov- 
ed and  presented,  and  from  a  resolution  formerly 
adopted  on  this  subject,  he  drew  the  conclusion, 
thai;  a  claim  of  this  kind  could  be  established  by 
the  original  claimant  alone,  during  his  life  time, 
and  could  not  be  established  afterwards  by  his 
legal  representatives.  He,  as  well  as  others  on 
the  same  side,  would  allow  no  particular  merit 
in  the  alleged  motive  for  not  presenting  the 
claim,  as  the  design  might  be  to  adopt  an  easy 
method  of  making  a  profitable  investment  of  mo- 
ney at  interest.  He  thought  it  would  be  quite 
liberal  in  the  Government  to  allow  the  principle, 
without  the  interest. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  saw  no  occasion  for  the  pay- 
ment of  interest-  If  the  principle  were  to  be 
adopted,  it  would  be  difficult  to  ascertain  to 
what  results  it  might  lead.  He  moved  that  the 
bill  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  SPRAGUE,  who  said, 
Ithat  if  the  bill  were  now  laid  upon  the  table,  the 
[discussion  would  last  anothc  day, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  withdrew  his  motion. 
Mr.  NAUDAIN  again  addressed  the  Senate 
•on  the  subject  of  the  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the 
Amendment  by  ayes  and  nays,  and  resulted  as 
follows: — ayes  8,  nays  32. 

The  amendment  was  consequently  lost. 
i    Mr.  CLAY  TON  then  moved  to   am'-nd   the 
iill  by  striking  out  the  original  claim  to  com- 
ien  ation,  and  inserting,   "that  $2000  be  paid 


War,  it  appeared  that  there  were  but  four  indi- 
viduals upon  the  pension  roll  from  the  State  of 
Delaware,  while  from  other  States,  which  had 
not  rendered  half  the  service  during  the  war 
that  the  State  of  Delaware  had,  there  were 
from  12  to  1400  pensioners.  Upwards  of  5000 
men  had  been  enlisted  in  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware during  the  revolutionary  war;  those  men 
were  engaged  in  33  pitched  battles.  At  the 
battle  of  Germ  tntown,  where  the  subject  of 
this  bill  received  his  wound,  one  half  of  them 
were  killed;  and  at  the  battle  of  Camden,  800 
Delaware  men  went  into  the  field,  and  only 
196  came  out.  The  result  was,  that  those  who 
had  fought  hardest,  had  been  paid  least.  The 
heir  of  one  of  the  most  gallant  of  these  men, 
now  came  forward  ;  and  the  Senate  denied  to 
her  that  compensation  which,  as  had  been 
clearly  shown  by  his  colleague,  they  had  re- 
peatedly granted  to  others.  He  (Mr.  C.)  did 
not  intend  to  argue  the  ground  of  this  matter 
over  again.  He  only  wished  now  to  make  a 
plain  statement  of  facts,  in  justification  of  the 
amendment  which  he  had  brought  forward. 
The  individual  in  question  had  been  badly 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Germantown,  and 
was  brought  to  the  house  of  his  daughter;  who, 
by  means  of  a  little  annuity  which  she  possess- 
ed, contrived  to  maintain  her  father  during  8 
long  years  of  suffering,  and  until  he  died  of 
locked-jaw,  produced  by  the  wound  which  he 
had  received.  Now,  he  (Mr.  C.)  asked  Sena- 
tors what,  in  the  case  of  the  daughter  not  ha- 
ving been  able  to  support  her  wounded  father, 
they  would  have  done  ?  They  must  have 
placed  bim  in  an  hospital,  under  the  care  of 
ph\  sicians  and  nurses;  and  would  not  that  have 
cost  them  as  much,  or  more,  than  the  sum 
now  asked?  If"  it  would,  then  he  (Mr.  C.)  said, 
he  made  this  claim  on  the  ground  of  justice. 
He  made  no  appeal  to  the  feelings  of  Senators, 
but  went  upon  the  facts  of  the  case.'  If,  how- 
ever, the  Senate  chose  to  take  gallantry,  patri- 
otism, and  disinterestedness  into  consideration, 
in  no  case  were  those  qualities  more  conspicu- 
ous than  in  the  present  one.  Lieut.  Wilde  re- 
fused to  receive  any  compensation  from  his 
country  during  hia  life,  because  he  said  she 
was  poor;  to  use  his  own  words,  he  considered 
himself  well  paid  in  seeing  the  British  con- 
quered. 

A  bill  was  received  from  the  other  House, 
making  appropriations  for  the  Indian  depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  PRESTON  said,  the  amendment  brought 
in  a  new  principle  in  relation  to  the  pension 
fund,  which  fund  had  been  more  abused  than 
any  other.     Congress  had  recently  passed  a  law. 


o  the  beirs  of  Lieut.  Wilde,  in  pa>mentof  all    by  which  five  thousand  pensioners  were  created 


laims." 

Mr.  C.  said,  the  claim  made  in  this  amend- 
nent,  anviinied  ti>  about  ihe  half  of  that  rem- 
ained in  the  amendment  of  his  lion,  colleague, 
le  rested  the  rvesent  amendment  on  the  tacts 
f  the  case,  as  they  were  clearly  proved  by  the 

stimony  of  the  captain,    the  fellow   soldiers, 


at  an  expense  of  two  millions  and  a  half;  and 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Delaware  now  pro- 
posal to  create  another  class,  the  expense  atten- 
dant upon  which  was  altogether  incalculable. — 
The  principle  contained  in  the  amendment  was, 
that  Congress  should  make  gratuities  to  all  those 
individuals  whose  ancestors  had  been  wounded 


nd  the  family   of  t lie  individual  in  question.  |  in  the  revolutionary  war.     The  wealth  of  the 
poking  at  the  return  made  by  the  Secretary  of   Indies  could  be  scarcely  sufficient   for  this  pur- 
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pose;'  it  might  so  happen,  too,  that  some  individ- 
uals would  desire  to  open  the  sluices  of  the  pub- 
lic Treasury;  and  if  so,  this  principle  would  af- 
ford them  an  opportunity  of  doing  it.  The 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware  claim- 
ed interest  of  much  more  dangerous  tendency 
than  that  which  was  originally  proposed.  If 
this  amendment  prevailed,  there  was  scarcely  a 
gentlemen  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate  but  who 
would  not  be  entitled  to  make  a  similar  demand. 
The  ancestors  of  most, of  them  had  rendered 
services  of  this  kind  to  their  country;  almost 
every  gentleman  present  might  rise  and  say, — 
"We  have  claims— pay  us. !"  Mr.  P.  concluded 
by  mo\  ing  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  denied  that  his  amendment 
introduced  any  new  system  of  pensions.  The 
principle  upon  which  his  proposition  was  found- 
ed was,  that  the  Senate  should  pay  a  debt.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  the  Government  would 
not  have  been  obliged  to  support  this  individual 
in  an  hospital,  if  he  had  not  been  supported  by 
his  daughter?  He  (Mr.  C.)  did  not  bring  this 
claim  forward  as  a  pension,  but  as  a  debt.  He 
agreed  with  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
that  the  pension  system  had  been  carried  too  far; 
but  the  abuse  consisted  in  the  fact  that  those 
had  been  paid  who  never  rendered  any  service 
to  their  country,  while  the  really  meritorious  sol- 
dier of  the  revolution  had  been  in  many  cases 
nc^lsctccL 

The  Government,  Mr.  PRESTON  said,  did 
owe  a  debt  which  it  could  not  pay,the  debt  which 
it  o  wed  to  the  efforts  and  sufferings  of  those 
who  achieved  our  independence.  Mr.  P.  al- 
luded to  General  Marion  in  particular,  and  to 
others  who  had  made  great  sacrifices  in  the  war 
of  the  revolution.  There  were  many  to  whom 
the  country  owed  ten  times  as  much  as  the  a- 
mount  of  the  claim  now  made.  Mr.  P.  thought 
100,000  might  be  brought  whose  claims  would 
be  equally  good.  There  were  now  24,000 
names  on  the  pension  list,  and  Mr.  P.  believed 
there  could  not  be  such  a  number  without 
frauds  on  the  Government.  He  viewed  it  in 
the  light  of  ingratitude  to  the  greater  number, 
if  a  few  only  of  such  claims  should  be  allowed, 
and  he  deemed  it  impracticable  to  pay  the 
whole  debt  with  many. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  remarked,  that  there  was 
not  a  well  fought  field  in  South  Carolina,  in 
which  the  Delaware  line'was  not  engaged  in  the 
front  of  the  contest.  He  mentioned  the  par- 
ticular cases.  He  said,  of  the  Delaware  regi- 
ment, which  consisted  originally  of  5000  men, 
which  was  recruited  from  time  to  time,  and 
fought  in  33  pitched  battles,  only  197  men  re- 
turned alive  to  Delaware.  Lieutenant  Wilde 
had  been  wounded  at  Germantown,  and  was 
supported  eight  years  by  his  daughter,  during 
which  time  tie  required  the  continual  attend- 
ance of  a  nurse  and  physician.  She  now  asked 
a  compensation  for  supporting  her  fa'her.  who 
had  been  disabled  in  the  public  service,  and  if 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  should  pre- 
sent  a  similar  claim,  it  would  give  Mr.  C.  great 
pleasure  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  WEBSTER,  made  some  remarks  in  re- 


lation to  the  supposed  trauds  to  which  Mr. 
Preston  had  alluded.  Mr.  W.  believed  such 
frauds  were  extremely  rare,  and  that  ten  right- 
ful claimants  were  excluded,  for  want  of  proofs 
for  every  instance  of  a  fraudulent  insertion  of 
a  name  on  the  pension  roll. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  thought  he  could  not  be 
mistaken.  Allowing  the  average  age  of  revo- 
lutionary soldiers,  to  have  been  twenty  years, 
it  must  now  be  about  75  years.  He  thought  it 
impossible  that  so  many  pensioners  could  now 
be  living. 

Mr.  P .  stated  further,  that  longevity  was  pro- 
portioned inversely  as  the  degrees  of  latitude, 
being  greater  at  the  south  and  less  at  the  north; 
that  the  last  violent  struggle  of  the  revolution, 
was  in  the  Southern  States,  when  the  whole 
southern  militia  was  in  the  field,  and  yet  New 
York  had  seven  times  as  many  pensioners  as 
South  Carolina,  though  its  population  was  only 
four  times  as  great.  South  Caiolina  had  312, 
and  New  York  1900.  New  York  had  seven 
times  the  number  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  P. 
thought  it  impossible  that  such  a  state  of  things 
could  be  correct. 

New  York  had  seven  times  as  many  pension- 
ers as  South  Carolina.  God  forbid  that  he  should 
have  any  preference  for  the  pensioners  in  one 
State  above  those  of  another.     They  had  all 
fought  bravely,  and,  if  any  one  came  forward 
and  established  his  claim  to  a  pension  on  South  i 
Carolina,  she   would  discharge  it  to  whatever 
State  the  individual  might  belong.     But  he  put  t 
it  to  the  gentleman,  would  he — dared  he,  to  es-  ■ 
tablish  a  principle  of  that  kind,  which  would  I 
open  a  door  to  such  a  torrent  of  applications'  ' 
It  would  make  the  Government  a  mere  pension  i 
agency.  To  get  rid  of  trouble,  the  Legislature^; 
would  pass  a  general  law  that  as  much   should  I 
be  granted  to  every  application  where  services  i 
or  sufferings  could  be  established.  The  present '. 
was  not  a  solitary  question.  Hundreds  of  thou-i 
sands  could  be  brought  to  claim  pensions.     If  f 
the  funds  of  Government  were  to  be  distributed  I 
in  this  way,  millions   would    claim  it — there  : 
would  be  a  general  scene  of  plunder.  He  could! 
not,  as  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  agree  to' 
such  a  precedent. 

Mr.   WEBSTER  thought  that  an  examina- 
tion of  the  subject  would  show,  that  such  fraud  I 
as  had  been  mentioned  did  not  exist.  It  appear- 
ed that  most  of  the  pensions  now  on  the  list,1, 
were  for  militia  service,  which  was  generally'1 
for  six  months  only.     Where  there  was  so  short !■ 
a  period  of  service,  it  would  naturally  bring  so 
many  into  the  service,  that  gentlemen  need  not  1 
be  surprised  that  there  still  existed  such  a  num-* 
ber  as  two  thousand  four  hundred.     The  peni> 
sions  were  no^granted  for  services  during  the 
whole  war,  but  for  services  which  were  render* 
ed  for  any  length  of  time  during  the  war.       J 
The  number  of  pensioners  in  New  York 
and  that  in  South  Carolina,  was  about  the  prd- 


per  proportion,  according  to  the  circumstances. 
The  troops  came  in  greater  numbers  from  the  , 
north  than  from  the  south, and  would,  doubtless, 
when  the  war  was  ended,  generally  return  to 
their  own   part  of  the   country.     The  city  of 
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New  York,  as  it  existed  at  that  time,  was  but 
small  in  comparison  with  what  it  is  now,  it  be- 
gan to  increase  after  that  time,  and  its  increase 
of  population  was  derived  principally  from  N. 
England;  so  that  many  of  the  pensioners  in  N. 
York  had  been  soldiers  of  New  England. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  was  of  opinion  that,  in  this 
case,  the  Senate  ought  to  do  the  same  justice  to 
the  applicant  as  the  individual  Senators  would 
feel  themselves  bound  to  do  in  their  character 
as  private  gentlemen,  and  he  looked  for  a  de- 
cision of  the  Senate  on  that  ground.  He  did 
not  think  that  the  bounty  of  Government  had 
been  fairly  distributed ;  although  it  had  been  dis- 
tribured  as  fairly  as  circumstances  would  allow. 
Several  individuals  had,he  had  no  doubt,received 
bounties  for  little  or  no  service  performed, 
while  others,  who  were  highly  meritorious,  had 
been  neglected.  Congress  had  erred  in  passing 
general  rules  to  reward  the  troops,  instead  of 
rewarding  particular  cases. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
He  acknowledged  that  there  were  more  of 
northern  troops  in  the  war  than  others.  The 
forces  of  South  Carolina  consisted  of  militia. 
They  did  as  much  duty,  and  had  as  many  sol- 
diers; but  the  habitudes  of  the  south  prevented 
the  people  from  remaining  so  long  in  the  army. 
Mr.  CLAYTON  modified  the  amendment, 
by  moving  the  insertion  of  the  words  two  thou- 
sand dollars  for  the  pension  to  which  the  de- 
ceased was  entitled,  and  to  defray  the  expenses 
which  were  incurred  in  his  boarding. 

Mr.  MOORE,  objected  to  the  amendment. — 
The  pension  might  have  been  paid  in  the  regu- 
lar course — there  was  no  evidence  before  the 
Committee  to  the  contrary.     He  thought  the 

I  Committee,  in  examining  the  case,  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  petitioner  was  not  en- 

'  titled  to  the  pension;  but  they  granted  it  on  ac- 

i  count  of  the  man's  sufferings. 

Mr.   CLAYTON  thought,  that  this  man  had 

I  never  received  any  pension. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  then 

!  taken,  and  negatived  by  the  following  vote: 
YEAS— Messrs.   Chambers,   Clay,  Clayton, 

J  Frel  nghuysen,  Hendricks,  Kent,  McKean,  Nau- 

1  dain,   Poindexter,   Porter,    Prentiss,   Robbins, 

i  Silsbee,  Tipton,  Wilkins— 15. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown, 

;  Calhoun,   Forsyth,   Grundy,  Hill,  Kane,  King, 

'  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Mangum, 

I,  Moore,  Morris,  Preston,  Robinson,  Shepley, 
Smith,  Swift  Tallmadge,  Tomlinson,  Tyler, 
White,  Wright— 25. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  thought  this  case  was  like 
many  others,  and  that  it  would  open  a  wide 
door  fo"  such  applications  hereafter. 

Mr.  MOORE  stated  as  the  distinction  from 
other  cases,  which  had  influenced  the  minds  of 
the  committee,  that  the  heir  of  a  gallant  officer 
had  supported  him  when  disabled,  after  having 
rendered  important  services,  and  on  this  ground 
the  claim  had  been  allowed  by  the  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  thought  that,  allowing  the 

j claim,  even  on  this  distinction,  would  go  to 
establish  the  principle,  that  the  claims  of  inva- 


lid pensioners  should  be  carried  back  to  the 
time  of  receiving  the  wound;  and  this,  he  said, 
would  be  contrary  to  the  whole  usage  of  the 
Government,  and  would  establish  a  dangerous 
precedent. 

Mr. -POINDEXTER,  for  the  very  reason  as- 
signed by  the  Senator,  (Mr. Calhoun,)  would 
prefer  that  a  round  sum  should  he  named,  as 
had  been  done  by  the  Senator  from  Delaware, 
(Mr.  Clayton,)  and  he  would  be  glad  if  one 
of  the  majority  who  voted  on  that  proposition, 
would  move  to  reconsider  it. 

Mr.  CLAY:  if  there  was  any  instance  of  an 
officer  being  supported  eight  years  by  his 
daughter,  and  then  dying  of  lock  jaw,  would 
like  to  be  informed  of  it  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  if  it  were  not  for  estab- 
lishing a  precedent,  would  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  CLAY  would  vote  for  500  such,  if  they 
were  lock  jaw  cases. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  regarded  the  precedent  as 
resting,  not  on  the  lock  jaw,  but  on  the  cir- 
cumstance of  carrying  back  an  invalid  pension 
to  the  time  of  receiving  the  wound. 

Mr.  MANGUM  also  thought  the  precedent 
would  be  dangerous;  and  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  more  time  to  consider  it,  he  moved  to 
lay  the  subject  on  the  table,  but  withdrew  the 
motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  MOORE,  who  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  inserting  the  round  sum  of  $800,  instead  of 
the  $2,000,  proposed  by  Mr.  Clayton;  but 
withdrew  the  motion  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Calhohn,  who  regarded  such  a  precedent  as 
still  more  dangerous,  because  it  was  more  in- 
definite. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  on  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Clay- 
ton, to  insert  $2,000;  but  the  motion  to  re- 
consider was  not  carried. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time,  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Frelinghuysen ,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight, 
Linn,  Moore,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  White,  Wilkins — 
23. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Cal- 
houn, Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  o   1 
Ala.,    King,    of   Georgia,    Mangum,    Morris, 
Preston,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Ty- 
ler, Wright— 18. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TYLER,  the  previous  or- 
ders were  postponed,  and  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  administrator  of  John  S.  Syms,  deceased, 
was  taken  up,  read  a  second  time,  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILKINS,  it  was  ordered, 
that  when  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to 
meet  on  Monday. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  moved  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  a  lateral  rail  road  between 
Washington  and  Baltimore;  which  was  taken  up 
accordingly. 
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On  the  question  whether  the  bill  should 
pass. 

Mr.  FORS  tfTH  said,  he  should  like  to  hear 
it  read. 

The  bill  was  then  read. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  moved  that  the  bill  be  a- 
mended  by  inserting,  at  the  end  of  the  second 
section,  a  proviso,  that  the  Postmaster  General 
might,  at  any  time  when  he  thought  proper,  ter- 
minate the  contract  with  the  rail  road  company, 
for  transporting  the  mail,  and  transport  it  by 
some  other  mode. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  thought  there  was  ano- 
ther proviso  wanted.  In  all  other  grants  there 
was  a  proviso  to  the  effect  that  the  company 
should  not  charge  any  thing  extra  for  carrying 
the  United  States  mail,  soldiers,  or  munitions 
of  war.  It  was  proposed  to  give  the  company 
three  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars,  the 
interest  arising  from  which  would  be  sufficient 
to  pay  for  the  carriage  of  the  mail  betwixt 
Washington  and  Baltimore,  forever.  He  would 
move  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  a  proviso 
that  the  company  should  not  charge  the  Post 
Office  Department,  or  its  mail  contractor,  tolls 
for  the  passage  on  the  road,  of  any  cars  or  other 
vehicles  in  which  they  may  transport  the  mail. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  complained  that  the  com- 
pany had  lost  a  great  part  of  the  season,  where- 
in they  might  have  been  at  work  on  this  lateral 
branch  of  the  road  if  the  bill  had  passed;  and, 
if  the  bill  should  pass  now,  they  would  have 
to  stop  the  works  in  other  places,  in  order  to 
get  this  branch  finished.  He  explained  the  dif- 
ference between  a  rail  road  and  a  common  high 
road  as  to  vehicles  passing  upon  them.  The 
high  road  was  open  to  every  body;  whilst  the 
rail  road  was  a  complete  monopoly — no  cars 
but  those  of  the  company  being  allowed  to  run 
upon  it.  No  one  could  expect  that  the  Go- 
vernment or  any  one  else  could  make  use  of  the 
road,  except  the  company. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  HENDRICKS, 
he  withdrew  his  amendment  until  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  Mr.  CHAMBERS  had  been 
disposed  of. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  11  o'clock. 

Reports  were  made  from  various  Standing 
Committees  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CHILTON  asked  the  unanimous  consent 
to  submit  a  proposition  for  the  House  to  meet 
at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  during  the  remnant  of 
the  present  session  of  Congress;  objections  be- 
ing made,  Mr.  C.  moved  to  suspend  the  rules, 
but  the  House  refused  to  sustain  the  motion. 
REMOVAL  OF  THE  PUBLIC  DEPOSITES. 

Mr.  GALBRAlTHthen  resumed  his  remarks 
on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Mardis,  relative  to 
the  appointment  of  State  banks,  as  the  place  of 
deposite  for  the  public  moneys,  and  the  amend 
meut  thereto  offered  by  Mr.  Couwin. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  hour,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  PLUMMER,  the  rule  was  suspended,  to 


enable  the  member  from  Pennsylvania  to  con- 
nlude  his  remarks. 

Mr.  GALBRAITH  then  resumed  his  remarks, 
and  continued  them  until  1  o'clock. 

Mr.  STEWART  said,  that  as  the  discussion  V 
of  this  resolution   obstructed  public  business 
and  as  the  subject  had  been  already  dispose! 
of  by  a  bill  now  in  the  House,  he  should  mov 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BOON  then  moved  to  suspend  the  rule 

Some  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Burgei 
Mr.  Stewart,  and  Mr.  Adams. 

The  motion  was  carried;  ayes  115,  nays  23. 

So  the  rule  was  suspended. 

Several  questions  of  order  were  afterward 
raised  and  underwent  considerable  discussion . 

Mr.  STEWART  subsequentlyjwithdrew  his 
motion,  which  was  renewed  simultaneously  b 
Mr.  Boon,  and  Mr.  Mercer,  of  Va. 

A  long  and  desultory  discussion  on  variou 
questions  of  order  ensued,  which  Mr.PLUMMEi 
Mr.  Adams,  of  Mass.,  Mr.  Boon,  Mr.  Warl 
well,  Mr.  Vance,  Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine,  Mr 
Mercer,  Mr.  Moore,  of  Va.,  and  other  gentle 
men  participated. 

After  which  Mr.  VANCE  moved  a  reconsid- 
eration of  the  vote  suspending  the  rule. 

A  prolonged  debate  took  place  in  the  course 
which  an  appeal  was  made  against  a  decision 
the  chair,  by  Mr.  Adams,  of  Massachusetts. 

A  motion  was  made   for  an  adjournment  bj 
Mr.  BOON  but  withdrawn  at   the   request 
Mr.  POLK. 

Mr.  VINTON  advocated  the  motion  of  hi 
colleague,  (Mr.  Vance.) 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs 
VANCE,  BRIGGS,  PLUMMER,  WILLIAMS 
and  GRENNELL. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  AD- 
AM'S appeal  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  reconsider  the 
motion  suspending  the  rule;  but  it  was  refus 
ed,  by  a  large  majority. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  morion 
to  lay  the  resolution  and  amendment  on  the 
ble. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question;  that  the  vote  should  first  be  taken  or 
the  original  resolutions. 

The  CHAIR  decided  this  not  to  be  in  order 

Mr.  McKENNAN  appealed  from  this  deci 
sion  of  the  Chair. 

On  this  point  of  order  a  discussion  arose;  _ 
Mr.  Evans,  of  Maine,  was  in  f»vor  of  the  de 
cision  of  tUe  Chair;  and  Messrs.  Williams 
Fillmore,  and  Bcrges,  against  that  deci 
sion. 

Mr.  McKENSAN  withdrew  the  appeal,  but 
expressed  a  hope  that  those  members  of  the 
House  who  were  opposed  to  the  measure  wouh' 
express  their  opposition. 

Mr.  CORWIN  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  MARDIS  said  he  would-avail  himself  of* 
the  same  privilege,  and  withdraw  the  orignal 
resolu  ion,  it  having  been  already  sufficient  for'' 
the  purpose  intended. 

The  resolution  was  then  withdrawn. 
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i  THE  INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL 

Was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  POLK,  taken  up-,  and 
.ftcr  a  slight  discussion,  passed  upon  the  ques- 
ion  of  the 

INDIAN  ANNUITY  BILL. 

;   An  objection  was  raised  to  its  consideration. 
!  The  House  then,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  POLK, 
vent  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
State  of  the  Union,   Mr.  Adams,  of  Massachu- 
setts, in  the  chair. 

The  Harbor  Bill  was  then  taken  up  on  the 
notion  of  Mr.  SUTHERLAND. 
i   The  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  the 
liver  Raisin  was  advocated  by  Mr.  MERCEli, 
.nd  agreed  to. 

^he  various  clauses  of  the  bill  were  consid- 
ered seriatum.  Objections  were  made,  and  ex 
danations  given  as  to  several  of  the  items;  but 
lone  were  of  general  importance. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  explained' as  to  the  improve- 
nent  in  La  Plaisance  Bay. 

A  motion  for  a  re-consideration  of  an  amend- 
ment on  this  subject  being  made;  there  appear- 
ed in  favor  of  the  reconsideration,  ayes  37, 
liays  59.     No  quorum  votiiig, 

Mr.  McKIM  moved  that  the  committee  should 
Ihen  rise;  but  subsequently  withdrew  on  its  be- 
ing ascertained  that  there  was  a  quorum  in  the 
llouse. 

;  The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  to 
to  re-consider. 

I  Mr.  EVANS  opposed  the  appropriation,  as 
>eing  an  appropriation  for  an  object  not  pro- 
vided for  by  law.  He  had  always  been  in  fa- 
ior  of  internal  improvement,  but  if  a  new  sys- 
em  of  thing's  was  to  commence,  if  the  system 
f  internal  improvement  was  to  be  frustrated, 
et  it  go  altogether. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  hoped  the  amendment 
rould  be  withdrawn,  and  that  the  matter  would 
e  submitted  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
lanala ;  and  that  the  interests  involved  in  this 
nportant  bill  would  not  be  hazarded  or  delayed 
y  a  question  of  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  MERCER  replied.  His  only  object  was 
ia:  the  House  should  actconsistently.  He  would 
ppose  any  amendment,  or  any  appropriation 
•Inch  did  not  come  before  the  House  in  a  regu- 
ir  form. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  was  only  anxious  that 
dc  bill  should  progress.  This  item  of  appropri- 
tion  had  been  omitted  by  a  mistake  of  the  clerk 
l  transcribing  the  bill  last  year.  It  had  received 
:ie  sanction  of  all  the  departments  ;  and  it  was 
merely  owing  to  the  mistake  he  had  referred  to, 
lat  it  had  not  become  a  law. 

Mr.  L.  LYON  of  Michigan,  entered  into  a 
istory  of  the  improvements  in  La  Plasance  Bay, 
f  which  these  works  form  a  part.  It  was  meie- 
f  owing  to  a  mistake,  as  had  been  said  by  the 
entlemanfrom  Pennsylvania,  that  this  item  for 
nprovement  had  not  become  a  law.  He  hoped 
le  House  would  refuse  to  re-consider. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  when  there  ap- 
eared  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  reconsider,  ayes 
1,  nays  84.  So  the  House  refused  to  recon- 
ider. 


The  question  then  recurred  on  a  printed  a- 
mendment,  making  appropriations  for  various 
harbors. 

Mr.  LOVE  said,  they  have  had  been  con- 
gratulated by  a  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
the  other  day,  on  the  prostration  of  the  system 
of  internal  improvement;  and  that  gentleman 
had  ascribed  this  as  one  of  the  chief  glories  of 
the  present  Chief  Magistrate.  Now,  on  looking 
over  this  bill,  he  (Mr.  L.)  had  been  led  to  the 
conclusion,  that  the  only  glory  ascribable  to  the 
President  in  this  respect,  was  that  of  having 
vetoed  an  appropriation  for  a  road  in  the  State  of 
Kentucky.  With  the  view  of  giving  further 
time  for  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  he 
moved  that  the  committee  should  rise. 

The  motion  was  negatived:  ayes  39,  nays  96. 

Mr.  EVANS  thought  the  committee  "ought 
to  have  more  information  as  to  these  items  in 
detail  than  they  had  yet;  had.  He  wished  to 
know,  if  it  was  important  that  these  works 
should  be  completed;  why  the  sum  of  $260,000, 
first  asked  for  by  the  department,  should  have 
been  refused,  and  $210,000  for  the  present  year 
substituted  in  its  place. 

If  it  was  worth  while  to  complete  the  work 
at  all,  why  appropriate  by  piece-meal.  Hs  was 
not  prepared  to  vote  for  these  amendments  in 
the  gross,  and  wished  before  he  voted  at  all,  :o 
have  some  information  as  to  the  respective 
items.  They  might  go  on  yeir  afier  year,  vo- 
ting sums  for  "continuing"  and  '  'completing" 
these  works,  without  end. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  on  the  part  of  the  committee, 
gave  the  required  information  in  detail.  He  ci- 
ted a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the 
Chief  Engineer,  in  relation  to  Lakes  Erie,  Onta- 
rio and  Oswego,  and  various  other  statements  in 
order  to  show  that  a  reduction  to  a  considerable 
amount  had  been  effected  in  the  appropriations 
under  this  head. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maine,  objected  to  the  en- 
largement of  the  harbor  of  Black  Rock,  on  the 
ground  of  this  expense  not  having  been  directed 
or  sanctioned  by  Congress. 

Mr.  FILLMORE  vindicated  the  utility  and 
advantages  of  the  proposed  improvement;  and 
entered  into  an  interesting  detail  of  the  locali- 
ties of  the  harbor  and  its  vicinity,  and  the  ex- 
tent of  the  commerce  of  which  it  formed  the 
depot.  Mr.  F.  also  enlarged  on  the  propriety 
of  giving  additional  securities  to  Buffalo  Har- 
bor, which  at  present  is  exposed  to  imminent 
danger.  Those  dangers  might  be  averted  by 
the  expenditures  of  $20,000.  The  amount  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  another  amendment, 
granting  $30,000  for  surveys,  in  pursuance  of 
the  act  of  1824-;  and  briefly  explained  the  rea- 
sons  for  the  proposed  grant. 

Some  remarks  followed  from  Mr.  HUBBARD 
and  Mr.  ST K  WART;  and  the  latter  gentleman 
moved  to  amend  by  including  geological  sur- 
veys, and  to  vote  $o000  of  the  sum  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  WISE  called  the  attention  of  thosa  gen- 
tlemen who  had  constitutional  scruples  on  the 
question  of  internal  improvement  to  this  amend- 
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snent,  which  went  to  connect  this  disputed 
question  with  the  purposes  of  science  in  a  man- 
ner involving  a  control  over  the  rights  of  the 
States. 

Mr,  Stewart's  amendment  was  negatived, 
and  the  original  proposition  of  Mr.  Mercer  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  POPE,  of  Ky.,  moved  an  amendment  for 
the  improvement  of  the  navigation  near  St. 
Louis. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  spoke  with  much  earnestness 
on  its  support,  but  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  offered  an  amendment  for 
the  removal  of  obstructions  in  the  Cumberland 
River?  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  BEATY  offered  an  amendment  for  an 
appropriation  of  $50,000  For  the  continuation  of 
a  further  improvement  of  the  Cumberland  Ri- 
ver, through  another  section,  a»d  entered  into 
an  explanation  of  the  nature  and  importance  of 
the  improvements  to  which  his  amendment  had 
relation^  particularly  as  regarded  certain  stone 
coal  mines  recently  discovered  in  that  portion 
of  the  United  States.  The  sum  already  contri- 
buted would  be  of  no  benefit  unless  the  further 
sum  which  he  then  moved  for  was  appropriated. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  CHILTON  also  supported  the  amend- 
ment. Not  a  single  dollar  had  ever  been  given 
to  the  State  of  Kentucky  for  a  work  of  this 
kind.  He  further  urged  the  importance  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Cumberland  River  to  the 
State  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  Kentucky 
bad  ever  been  among  the  first  to  contribute  to 
the  defence  of  the  country,-  -she  would  always 
be  found  so,  and  he  thought  as  a  matter  of  jus- 
tice, if  not  of  generosity,  this  appropriation 
ought  to  be  allowed  by  the  House. 

Mr.  PARKER  was  understood  to  oppose  the 
amendment;  but  his  remarks,  owing  to  the 
noise  generally  prevailing  through  the  House, 
were  inaudible  to  the  reporter.  He  wished  to 
get  the  bill  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Committee, 
so  that  no  more  amendments  to  it  of  this  kind 
might  be  offered. 

Mr.  \LLEN,  of  Kentucky,  contended  that 
this  was  not  an  innovation.  The  appropriation 
had  been  originally  intended  to  extend  to  the 
whole  river,  but  owing  to  some  strange  order  it 
had  stopped  when  it  got  a  certain  distance  below 
the  city  of  Nashville.  The  gentleman  had  not 
objected  to  these  improvements  until  it  got  as 
far  as  the  State  of  Kentucky.  If  that  State  was 
to  be  made  an  exception  to  all  other  States,  he 
should,  as  it  was  his  duty,  give  his  constituents 
notice  that  the  hand  of  proscription  was  upon 
them.  He  should,  in  the  House,  further  revert 
to  this  subject. 

Mr.  PAKKER  denied  any  intention  to  make 
a  matter  of  partiality  or  favoritism  in  regard  to 
the  distribution  of  these  appropriations  amongst 
the$>e  respective  States.  His  only  wish  was  to 
prevent  the  adopti  n  of  amendments  for  appro- 
priations of  which  they  had  never  before 
heard 

Mr.  PEYTON  supported  the  amendment. 
The  object  was,  according  to  his  notion  of  the 


term,  a  national  one.  Did  he  conceive  it  to  be 
a  local  one,  he  should  not  have  given  it  his  sup- 
port. The  Cumberland  River  surpassed  any 
river  on  the  face  of  the  earth  that  he  Was  ac- 
quainted with,  for  its  extent  of  navigation,  and 
its  importance.  It  was  the  great  high  road  of 
communication  for  the  people  of  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee.  Mr.  P.  referred  to  instances  in 
which  the  importance  of  the  river  had  been 
shown,  in  the  history  of  the  United  States. 
Every  section  was  interested  in  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  this  river ;  and  he 
hoped  the  amendment  would  be  adopted. 

The  question  was  then  taken— ayes  60,  nays 
65. 

So  the  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  CROCKETT  offered  an  amendment  for 
the  improvement  of  the  Rivers  Hatchie,  Fork- 
ed Deer,  and  — • ,  three  rivers  in  the 

western  district  of  Tennessee,  $60,000. 

Mr.  C.  supported  his  amendment  at  some 
length. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment and  negatived. 

Mr.  HAWES  offered  an  amendment  for  the 
improvement  of  Green  River,  Kentucky,  $25,- 
000. 

Mr.  H.  also  supported  his  amendment  at 
some  length. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  this  amend- 
ment, and  negatived. 

After  a  motion  for  an  appropriation  for  the 
improvement  of  a  river  in  Indiana, 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported. 

Mr.  THOMSON,  of  Ohio,  moved  a  reconsi- 
deration of  the  motion  postponing  the  question 
of  the  adjournment  of  the  session;  and  the  pro- 
position having  been  received,  the  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  was  deferred  till  Tuesday 
next. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Mat  17,  1834. 
HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  Senate  did  not  sit  on  Saturday. 

The  House  of  Representatives  assembled  at 
11  o'clock. 

WEST  POINT  ACADEMY. 
Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on   Military   Affairs,    made  a  report  on 
the  subject  of  the  West  Point  Academy. 

It  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH,  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  that  subject,  presented  a  report  with 
amendment  to  the  bill  for  equalising  the  pay 
of  officers  of  the  Navy,  declaring  that  equali- 
sation is  impracticable. 

It  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH  then  announced  his  in- 
tention to  call  up  the  report  on  Tuesday,  for 
the  adjournment  of  Congress. 

A  motion  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  of 
the  House,  on  the  reso'ution  offered  by  Mr. 
Boon,  for  the  adjournment  of  Congress  came 
up. 

The  question  on  the  postponement  of  the 
motion  for  reconsideration  until  Tuesday. 
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Mr.  THOMSON,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  postpone 
until  Thursday. 

Mr.  BOON  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maine,  moved  to  lay  the  re- 
solution on  the  table,  on  the  ground  of  the  loss 
of  time  occasioned  by  the  discussion  of  these 
repeated  motions. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  proposition,  and  they  were  ordered^  yeas 
77,  nays  86,  so  the  House  refused  to  lay  the 
motion  on  the  table. 

The  question  then  occurring  on  the  motion 
to  reconsider, 

Mr.  THOMSON  said,  as  this  was  the  day  set 
apart  for  private  business,  he  should  withdraw 
that  motion,  and  il  was  accordingly  withdrawn. 

Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON  asked  if  it  was  in  or- 
der for  the  mover  of  a  motion  to  withdraw  it. 

The  CHAIR— certainly. 

Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON— was  it  in  order  to 
renew  the  motion. 

The  CHAIR— it  was  not;  the  time  for  so  do- 
ing had  elapsed . 

Mr.  LOYALL  asked  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  offer  a  resolution;  objection 
being  made, 

Mr.  LOYALL  moved  to  suspend  the  rules; — 
the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  MERCER  asked  the  consent  of  the 
House  to  take  up  the  joint  resolution  respect- 
ing the  right  of  way  through  ttie  property  of 
the  United  States,  at  Harper's  Ferry,  for  the 
Winchester  and  Potomac  Rail  Road  Company; 
objection  being  made, 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  two-thirds  voting  for  tha-motion,  it  pre- 
vailed. 

The  resolution  having  been  amended,  and  a 
proviso  added  thereto,  it  was  adopted  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Several  resolutions  on  the  Speaker's  table  were 
taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  of  Mass., called  up  the  resolution 
submitted  by  him  on  a  previous  day,  cdling  upon 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  furnish  copies  of 
the  charters  of  the  various  banks  selected  as  the 
depositories  of  the  public  money. 

The  resolution  was  modified  by  Mr.  Aiiams; 
but  before  any  action  took  place  upon  it,  the 
hour  expired 


allotting  Saturday  to  private  business,  was  sus" 
pended,  and 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Adams,  of  Mass., 
in  the  chair.  • 

THE  HARBOR  APPROPRIATION  BILL 
was  taken  up. 

Mr.  DENNY  moved  an  amendment  granting 
$25000  for  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio  river  from 
Pittsburg  to  Louisville;  and  the  same  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  Mississippi  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Ohio  to  New  Orleans- 
Mr.  DENNY  briefly  stated  the  seasons  for  the 
vote,  and  the  advantages  with  which  it  would  be 
attended. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  spoke  in  favor  of  a  proposition 
voting  $10,000  for  removing  obstructions  in  the 
Missouri  river. 

Mr.  MERCER  supported  the  proposition  as 
one  highly  conducive  to  the  interests  of  all  con- 
cerned in  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
the  connexion  of  that  river  with  the  Lakes. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  said  he  had  no  wish  to  ob- 
struct any  appropriation  that  might  be  requisite, 
but  no  facts  had  been  laid  Before  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  to  justify  the  proposed  item, 
and  he  should  oppose  the  amendment  because  it 
did  not  come  recommended  in  the  usual  way.  He 
hoped  the  Committee  ef  the  Whole  would  not 
adopt  it 

Mr.  VINTON  advocated  the  proposed  esti- 
mate on  account  of  the  great  importance  of  that 
place.  It  was  the  main*  channel  connecting  the 
trade  of  the  east  and  the  west.  The  commerce 
of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  both  passed  over 
this  river,  which  also  connected  the  same  trade 
with  New  Orleans.  Mr.  V.  entered  into  a  suc- 
cinct statement  of  the  navigation  of  this  part  of 
the  country.  The  gentleman  from  Missouri  hail 
said  that  he  would  oppose  the  appropriation  un- 
less the  President  of  the  United  States  were  com- 
pelled to  spend  the  money  for  the  purpose  stated, 
but  Mr.  V.  was  at  a  loss  for  the  power  of  com- 
pelling the  President  of  the  United  States  to  do 
so. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  explained.  He  wished  a  pro- 
vision to  that  effect  to  be  made  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  VINTON  had  no  doubt  that  if  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  were  required  to  carry 
any  provision  into  effect,  he  would  do  so.  All  he 
(Mr.  V.)  would  say  in  conclusion  was,  that  this 


Upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUBBARD,  the  rule]  appropriation  had  been  delayed  too  long 
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Mr.  V;  contended  that  there  ought  to  be  a  su- 
perintendant,  in  addition  to  the  present  engineer, 
Capt.  Shreeve,  between  Pittsburg  and  the  falls 
of  the;  Ohio.  It  was  due  to  Kentucky,  to  Wes- 
tern Virginia,  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  that  there 
should  be  such  an  officer,  in  order  that' the  ob- 
structions to  the  navigation  of  that  river  might  be 
removed  without  any  delay- 
Mr.  POPE  replied  to  Mr.  Vinton,  and  read 
a  tabular  statement  of  the  sums  already  expended 
for  removing  obstructions  in  the  western  rivers. 
Mr.  P.-  contended  that  one  man  was  c/uite  suffi- 
cient to  conduct  the  operations  of  this  work,  and 
Capt.  Shreeve  had  proved  his  capability  to  dp  so. 
In.  the'  space  of  sixty  days,  that  gentleman  had 
removed  not  less  than  seventy  miles  of  raft  on 
,  the  Red  River.  t "'  »■ 

Mr.  DENNY  proposed  to  modify  the  amend- 
ment by  adding  a  further  sum  of  $25,000  to  he 
applied  to  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio  from 
Pittsburg  tp  Louisville,  and  the  harbor  of  St. 
Louis,  binder  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
.  War,  so  as  to  make  the  whole  appropriation 
$75,000. 

•  Mr.  D.  said  further*  appropriation  was  requir- 
ed, because  obs'tructions  existed  which, had  not 
previously  been  taken  into  account.  There  were 
not  only  the  planters  aftdjsawyers  that  obstructed 
the  navigation,  but  also  the  banks,  which  were 
continually  falling  in,  and  by  the  law  as  it  then 
stood,  the  -Secretary  at  War  could  hot  apply  a 
.single  dollar  to  remove'  these.  '  He  was  willing 
to  bear  testimony  to'the  scientific  merits  of  Capt. 
.Shreeve,  but  .he  contended  that  the  gentleman' 
.could  not  give  that  attention  to  so  extensive  a 
line  of  works  as  was  indispensable. 
.  Mr.  REeD.  had  no  doubt  of  the  great  import- 
ance of  this  improve/nent,  and  should  vote  for  the 
additional  sum. 

Mr.  POPE  opp6sed  the  modification  proposed 
by  Mr.  Denny. 

Mr.  MERCER  fortnight  the  best  course  would 
be  to  strike  out  the  sum  of.  #50,000  and  insert 
$90,000.         •'    -     ?       ;•  j  •        ■•   • 

Mr.  DENNY  said  he  would  withdraw  so  much 
of  his  amendment  as  related  to  the  harbor  of  St' 
Louis,  so  as  to  give  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
.  an  opportunity  of  making  his  proposition. 

The  question  then  recurred  oh  the  modifica- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Denny,)  which  was  rejected,  ayes  59,  nays  64. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved,  as  an  amendment,  to 
add  to  the  clause  appropriating  $30,000  for  Red 
river,  the  folio  wingj  "for  completing  the  navi- 
gation of  Arkansas  river,  $30,000*'' 

Mr.  SEVIER  briefly  addressed  the  House  in; 
favor  of  his  amendment,  and  explained  the  es 
timates  and  grounds  on  which  the  •appropria- 
tion was  asked. 

The  question  was  then  put/  and  the  amend- 
ment rejected.        ;•■•'•  '       . 

Mr.  MILLIGAN  asked  how  it  happened,'  that 
the  appropriation  for  the  Delaware  Breakwater 
in  the  present  bill  was  $270,000,  instead  of 
bo70\Q0Q,  as  recommended,  by'  the  War  De- 
partment. Unless  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  (Mr,  Hfb bard,)  could  give  spme 
rr&ion,  why  the  present  sum  was.  substituted, 


'and  which  he  had  reason,  to  believe,  would  be 
insufficient,  he  should  move  to  restore  the  sum 
recommended  by  the  War  Department. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  briefly  explained^  They 
had  recommended  $270,000,  as  being  the 'sum 
appropriated  for  this  purpase  last  year*  and  in- 
asmuch as  they  did  not  wish  to  appropriate 
more  than  was  sufficient  for  the  expenses  of  the 
work  in  hs  progress  during  the  ensuing  year.' 

Mr.  MILLIGAN  said,  the.  insufficiency  of 
the'sum  last  year  had  been  detrimental  t&:the 
undertaking.  This  national  wofk  was  not  lia- 
.  hie  to  the  objections  even  of  the  strict  con- 
structionists. He'  should  move  to  substitute 
the  sum  of  $370,000  for  that  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  read  the  estimates  and. 
communications  of  the  department  relative  to 
this  great  work..  If  a  sufficient  sum  was  how 
appropriated,  the  work  could  be,  completed  in 
1835..    '  '        . 

Mr.  HUBBARD  explained. 

Mr.  HARPER,  of  Pennsylvania,  urged  the 
importance  of  this  work,  in  a  national  point, of 
view,  It  had  also  the  peculiar  merh\of  present- 
ing a  probability  that  it  would  be  finished  for 
the  original  sum  at  which  its  cost  was  estimated. 
That  sum  was  two  -millions  and  a  quarter. — 
There  had  now  been  expended  little  ovei*  a. 
-million,  and  the  work  was  half  completed.  Mr. 
Strickland,  the  superintendent  of  the  work, 
had  informed  him  that  half  a  million  might  be 
expended  on  it,  to  great  advantage,  in  the 
course  of  a  season.  If  the  requisite  sum  ,wa$ 
granted,  the  work  would  t>e  completed  in 
1&35;  otherwise,  it  might  extend  through  four 
or  five  subsequent  years;  evidently  at  an  in- 
crease of  expense,  inasmuch  as  the  annual  sala- 
ries of  officers  and  others  engaged  jn  the;  wor,k 
would  haveto  be  continued  during  that  time. 

Mr.  WARD.WELL  opposed  the  proposition,, 
and  contended  •  that  the  superintendents  and 
agents  ought' to  receive  not  an  annual  salary, 
but  a  per  diem'  allowance.  Before  voting  for  so 
large  a  sum  as -that  proposed  by  the.  bilk  the 
report  ought  to  be  seen: 

,  Mr.  ALLAN,  of  Kentucky;  would  drop  a 
hint  which  might  perhaps  involve  a  useful  les- 
son. Here  was  an  appropiration  of  perhaps 
three  millions  for  a  single  object;  and  yet  fifty 
thousand  had  been  refused  for  the  important 
object  of  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Wes- 
tern livers. 

Mr.:  SUTHERLAND  and  .Mr.,  HARPER 
made  a  few  further  remarks  ;;  after  which  the 
q/uesii<4li  wast.«ken,and  the  mo'rion.of  Mr.  Mix-' 
LiKAX  was  negatived  without  a  division. 
•  Mr.  ASHLEY  moved  to.amend  by  grantirig 
$75,000  instead  of  $50,000,  for  improving  the 
navigation  of  the  Ohio,  Mississippi,  and  Mis- 
souri rivers,  including  the  improvements  of  the 
ha;  bour  of  St.  Louis. 

The  vote  was,  ayts  56  nays  $6- 

So  the.mr>|jon  was' negatived- 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  of  Connecticut,  moved 
to  amend  "by  granting  $25,000  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Thames  river,  Connecticut. 

Mr,  HUNTINGTON  enumerated  the  cir- 
cumstances, connected  with  the  importance  of 
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the  free   navigation  of  this  river,  and  its  local] Cany  Creek  and    trade   Water,,  in  Kentucky 


advantages. 

The  motion  was  negatived 
83. 


Ayes  40--nays 


Mr.  HUNTINGTON  moved  an  amendment 
o/  $20,000  for  improving  the  harbor  of  West- 
brook,  Conn.     Negatived., 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  La.,  moved  to  increase  the 
sum  f»f  the  improvement  bf  the  navigation  of 
Red  River  from  30  to  $50,000,  and  "stated  his 
reasons  for  the  motion.  He  spoke  of  .the  well 
known  impediment  occasioned  by  the  raft 
which  stopped  the  navigation  for  fifty  miles,, 
and  of  the  Uigh  estimation  in'whjch  the  labors 
bf  Capt.  Shreeve  in  diminishing  it  were  held.. 
Mr.  ASHLEY  should  prefer  to  vote  for  $100,." 
'000  for  the  removal-  of  this  raft,  Instead  of 
$50,000,  on  account  of  the  general  benefits 
which  would  follow  such  a  desirable  event.  If 
deferred,  the  expense  of  its  removal  would  be 
incalculably  increased,  and  removed  it  must  ul- 
timately be  if  we  have  any  regard  for  the  health 
of  our  citizens  and  the  value  of  their  land  and 
other  property.  He  moved  to  amend  by  inser- 
ting $100,000.  '.    ' 

Mr.  MERCER  and  Mr.  SEVIER  each  gave  de 
tailed  and  interesting  accounts  of  the  nature  of 
•the  obstruction,  and  warmly  advocated  the  ap- 
propriation. .       . 

The  vote*  on  Mr. '  As'hlet's  motion  to  grant 
$100,000,  Was,  ayes  60,  nays  52. 

This  being  no  quorum,  another  vote  was 
required  to  be  taken.        '.   - 

Mr.  BINNEY  read  a  statement  not  before 
adverted  to,  of  •  $100,000  for  completing  the 
Work  on  the  Red  River. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  did  not  believe  this  sum 
could  be  profitably  applied  within  the  time 
staled.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
had  examined  the  reports  of  the  Engineer,  apd 
they  did.nttf  think  it  expedient  to  recommend 
a  larger  appropriation  than  that  stated  in  the 
original  bill. 

Mr.  GARLAND  gave  a  statement  of  the  pro- 
gress of  the  removal  of  the  fafi,  and  the  great 
importance  of  completing  the  work.  Tl'*e  va- 
lue of.  the  land  that  would  be  reclaimed  By 
the  Ui.ited  States  would  realize  an  immed  ate 
return  to  the  Treasury,  of  nearly  two  millions 
of  dollars,  independent  of  the  great  benefits 
that  would  accrue  to  the  public  at  large  from 
the  creation  of  new  sources  of  wealth.  A 
.large  tract  of  country,  now  a  wilderness-  would 
be  brought  into  immediate  cultivation,  by  the 
completion  tiiis  wok.  Mr.  G.  had  seen  the 
superintendent  of  who  had  assured  him  that'  a 
less  sum  than  $50,000  would  be  enitrely  useless 
even  fofr  the  present  season,  and  the  larger  sum 
would  be  required  to  complete  the  work.  Mr. 
.G.  hoped  the  estimate  would  be  concurred  in 
by  the  commit  ee. 

The  question  was  then  t.k-en  on  appropria- 
ting the  bum  of  $100,000  and"  decided  hi  the 
afhVmitive,  •ayes  68,  naya  66« 

Mr.  II A  WES  proposed  ».o  amend  the  bill,' 
hy  appropriating  the  sum  $20,000  for  removing 
obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  Rough  Croek, 


Not  concurred  in. 

Mr.  ft  AWES  then/gave  notice  that  he  should 
move  "his  amendment  in  the  House. 

.  Mr!  WATMOUGH  moved  the  following 
amendment  «'  for  the  erection  of  pier's  in  the 
harbor  of  Delaware- city,  on  the  Delaware, 
$ip,000"-Ywhich  was  negatived. 

Mr.  W-.  also  notified  his  intention  of  pressing 
the  amendment,  when  the  bill  was  brought  into 
the  House.  .     .  ,  *  •     '•  * 

Mr*  .E^VWG  proposed  an  amendment  to  ap- 
propriate the  sum  of,  one  thousand  dollars  for 
removing  the  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of 
White  river,  Indiana;  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War.  . 

Mr.-  E.  briefly  explained  the  importance  of " 
the  work  in  question  to  the  commerce  of  the 
west.  '  *  • 

TJie  amendment  was  negatived.    •'. 

Mr.  CARR  proposed  tq  amend  the  bill  by 
appropriating  a  sum  of  money  to  improve  cer- 
tain navigations  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  which, 
after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Mercer,  was  re-, 
jected.  ,.  .  .    '      .;■■•• 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  that  when -.the  com- 
mittee rise,  they  report  the  two  bills  before 
the  committe  to  the  House,  viz .  the  Cumber- 
land Road  Bill  and  the  Harbor  Bill, 

Agreed  to. 

All  the  clauses  of  the  bill*  having  been  gone 
through,  and  there  being  no  other  proposition 
to  amend,  it  was  laid  aside;  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  PotK,  the  committee  took  up  the  bill  181 
On  the  calendar. 

MAKING   APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  FOR- 
TIFICATIONS FOR  1834. 

The  bill. having  been  read  by  the  Clerk, 

Mr.  POLK  proposed  tp  •  amend  the  clause 
appropriating  the  sum  of  $34,758  80  for  the 
preservation  of  Castle  Island  and  repair  of  Fort 
Independence,  by  inserting  the  sum  of  $17,000 
instead  of  $34,758  80;.and  gave  a  brief' expla-' 
nation,  that  in  consequence  of  the  original  plan 
having  been  .departed  from,  the  larger  sum 
could  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  GORHAM  begged  fo  ask  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  v»  ays'  and  Means"  for  some 
explanation  relative  to  the  fort  on  George's 
Islai'd,  as  well  as  the  cause  pf  the  proposed  re- 
duction from  the  general  Estimate  for  Fort  In- 
dependence. 

Mr.-.PULK  should  move  .to' suspend  the  ap- 
propriation tbr. the"  works  at  George's" Island; 
also  for  those  at  Tlirog's  Neck,  East  River,  N. 
Yoik;  and  at  Grai]d  Terre,  Louisiana,  which 
would  reduce  the  whole  appropriations  of  Uie 
bjll  $26.0,000';  with  wgard  to  the  work  at  Grand 
Trrrr,  lie  had  a  further  reason,  inasmuch  as  it 
was 'doubtful- if  the  work  would  even  answer  ' 
i  he  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended;  with 
regard  to  the  works  mi  6eorre's  I.dand,  he" had 
a  communication  from  the  Engineer,  whicli  at 
a  proper  time  Ire  Would  s<Mid  to  be  r'-ad.  He 
wished  further 'to  remark,  that  it  was  not  hi* 
intention  to  add  any' new  amendments.  With 
regard  to  Fort  Independence*  he  wauld  now 
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move  to  reduce  the  appropriation  to  $17,0.00- 
which  sum  was,  in  his  opinion,  sufficient  for 
the  repair  of  the  old  works.  It  would  be  for 
the  Committee  to  say  whether  they  would  ap- 
propriate the  sum  sufficient  for  the  re-construc- 
tion of  works. 

Mr.  PARKER  opposed  the  amendment  as  to 
Castle  Island  and  Fort  Independence.  The 
estimates  for.  these  works  had  been  formed  at  a 
time  when  materials  and  labor,  &c.  were  twen- 
ty-five per  cent,  lower. 

Mr.  P .  read  various  official  estimates  and 
reports,  &c.  on  the  subject,  to  the  House,  and 
in  opposition  to  the  amendment  of  the  member 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Polk.)  He  did  not 
think  the  sum  proposed  by  that  gentleman 
would  be  sufficient  even  to  plaster  and  repair 
the  old  walls.  If  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of 
Engineers  was  to  be  depended  upon,  they 
were  just  going  to  throw  the  money  away;  in- 
asmuch as  the  work  could  not  be  done  for  it. 

Mr.  GORHAM  said,  it  had  been  supposed, 
that  a  joint  appropriation  for  the  two  works, 
Fort  Independence  and  George's  Island,  would 
be  the  best  mode  of  proceeding.  He  urged 
the  importance  of  the  position  of  George's  Is- 
land, as  well  as  of  Fort  Independence.  It 
had  been  suppported  under  every  form  of  go- 
vernment for  200  years.  It  was  exceedingly 
difficult  to  explain  without  a  chart,  the  impor- 
tance of  these  forts.  The  entrance  to  Boston 
was  divided  into  three  divisions.  The  foit  on 
George's  Island  commanded  two  of  these  divi- 
sions; the  other,  atlhough  important,  was  less 
so  than  that  on  George's  Island,  inasmuch  as  it 
having  attained  a  certain  position,  vessels  could 
pass  at  the  risk  of  a  few  shots  cr  a  broadside. 
He  was  in  favor  of  the  full  extent  of  the  ap- 
propriations recommended,  being  made  for 
these  works. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  made  a  few 
remarks,  which  were  partially  inaudible.  Be- 
fore the  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  of  Louisiana, 
who  stated  the  impossibility  of  passing  through 
this  bill  to-day, 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  two 
bills,  which,  with  the  amendments,  were  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McKAY  announced  h'w  intention  to  op- 
pose, on  constitutional  grounds,  the  Cumber- 
land Road  Bill,  on  its  coming  into  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERCER,  the  rule  was 
suspended  in  order  to  allow  the  introduction  of 
amotion,  that  the  House,  on  Thursday  next, 
adjourn  until  the  succeeding  Monday,  in  order 
to  afford  an  opportunity  to 'the  officers  of  the 
House  to  cause  the  carpet  to  be  taken  up  and 
replaced  by  matting.  The  motion  was  then 
submitted. 

,  Mr.  WAYNE  proposed  a  modification  that 
the  House  should  afterwards  meet  at  10 
o'clock. 

ll  pas  suggested  that  this  proposition  should 
bt:  nmle  the  subject  of  a  specific  resolution. 

Mr.  WAYNE  announced  his  intention  to  do 
so  ( ii. another  occasion. 

\  i  ineffectual  motion  was  made  for  the  ayes 
an  I  nys. 


After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Parkek,  and 
a  humorous  reply  from  Mr.  Hawes, 
The  motion  was  agreed  to, 
And  the  House  adjourned. 

SENATE. 

Monday,  Mat  19,  1834. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  the  fol- 
lowing comT.unications,    which  were  severally 
read,    referred  to  the   Committee  on  Finance, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

From  the  Treasury  Department,  in  answer 
to  a  resolution  of  the  5th  inst.,  in  regard  to  the 
amount  of  public  money  in  the  banks  which 
have  recently  failed  in  this  District,  stating 
that  there  was  $30,000  in  the  Rank  of  Alexan- 
dria; $60,000  in  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics* 
Bank;  and  $14,000  in  the  Bank  of  Washing 
ton: 

From  the  Treasury  Department,  in  reply  to 
a  resolution  in  regard  to  an  opinion  of  the  At- 
torney General,  (subject  not  mentioned,)  sup- 
posed to  have  been  given  in  1829,  '30,  or  '31, 
stating  that  there  is  no  such  opinion  in  the 
department: 

From  the  Treasury  Department,  in  relation 
to  transfer  drafts  on  the  United  States  Bank 
since  Uth  Dec,  1833,  mentioning  the  diafts 
which  had  been  given,  and  stating  that  the 
transfers  were  m^de  for  the  greater  conveni- 
ence of  the  public  service: 

From  the  Treasury  Department,  with  weekly 
statements  showing  the  condition  of  the  local 
banks  selected  as  the  depositories  of  the  public 
money. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  a  me- 
morial from  a  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ber- 
gen county,  N.  J.,  in  favor  of  the  administration, 
and  the  removal  of  the  depositesj  which,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  was  referred,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed,  with  tie  names. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  presented  the  Memorial  of 
sandry  citizens  of  Vermont,  opposed  to  the  re- 
newal of  the  patent  of  John  Ames;  laid  on  the 
tabic. 

Mr.  TYLER  presented  the  memorial  of  seve- 
ral masters  of  ships  and  others,  praying  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  Naval  Hospital  at  City  Point, 
Va.;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  SILSBEE  presented  a  remonstrance  a- 
gainst  the  renewal  of  the  patent  of  John  Ames; 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  A. 
B-  Vortong,  formerly  a  clerk  in  the  Purser's 
Department,  in  the  Navy  Yard  at  New  York, 
praying  a  settlement  of  his  accounts;  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Nav;d  Affairs. 

Mr.  M'KEAN  presented  an  anonymous  memc 
rial,  from  a  citizen  of  Pennsylvania,  suggesting 
a  variety  of  alterations  in  the  patent  laws;  re 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

He  also  presented  a  petition,  signed  by  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Dauphin  County,  Penn- 
sylvania, tor  a  new  post  route;  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and    Post  Roads. 

Mr.  MOORE  presented  the  pe'.ition  of  Hen 
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ry  Stieetz,  of  Alabama,  praying  the  passage  of 
a  law  to  enable  him  to  purchase  a  tract  of  land, 
s.t  a  reduced  price,  for  the  manufacture  <>f  iron; 
referred  to  theCommirt-'e  on  the  Public  Lands 
Mr.  TOMLINSON  presented  the  petition  of 
Edward  Blake;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  EWING  presented  a  memorial  from  sun- 
dry citizens  of  Belmont  County,  Ohio,  condemn- 
ing the  removal  of  the  deposites,  as  the  cause 
of  the  existing  distress,  and  praying  'heir  resto- 
ration t  >  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stites;  'refer- 
red 10  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  presented  a  memoria 
signed  by  a  number  of  individuals  in  the  State 
of  Maryland,  opposing  the  renewal  of  the  pat 
ent  of  Fisher  Ames  ;  laid  on  the  table,  to  be 
called  up  with  the  bill  for  renewing  said 
patent. 

Mr.  KENT  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Consul  General  at  Algiers;  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BRNTON  presented  the  petition  of 
Mary  McDair ;  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs. 

F  Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Military  Committee, 
on  the  petition  of  J.  and  W.  Benson,  reported 
a  bill;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  a  bill  appropriating  $2,50J 


Several  resolutions  were  then  offered. 
The  resolutions  on  the  table  were  then  sever- 
ally adopted. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  Indian 
Department,  for  the  year  1834,  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  S.  Fleming,  the 
legal   representative  of  John   Wrightsym,  de- 
ceased, was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  POIN DEXTER, 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Insolvent  Debtors  to 
the  United  States  was  taken  up. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  was  considered  and  adopted, 
and  the  bill  read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

SPECIAL  ORDER. 
The  act  relative  to  the  construction  of  a  late- 
ral branch  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail  Road, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  with  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Chambers,  authorizing  the  Go- 
vernment to  terminate  its  contract  for  carrying 
the  mail  whenever  necessary,  was  then  taken  up 
for  consideration. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  stated  it  as  his  opinion,  that  if 
this  bill  passed,  the  Government  would  be  oblig- 
ed to  carry  the  mail  for  twenty  years  by  this,  and 
no  other  route.  Mr.  G.  was  proceeding  when  a 
message  was  received  from  the  other  House  re- 
porting an  actfor  the  relief  of  Armstrong  Bailey. 
Mr.  CHAMBERS   begged  permission  to  save 


for  blankets  and  other  stores  supplied  to  the  ar-  the  honorable  Senator  from  Tennessee  sometrou 


my  in  Michigan. 

Read  a  first  time  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  made  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying 
to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  petitions  of  John  T.  Towers,  and  others. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  two  bills  for  the  relief  of 
Ambrose  Frederick  ,  and  others. 

Mr.  W1LKINS,   from   the  Committee  on  Fi- 


ble.  Mr.  C.  stated,  that  he  would  withdraw  his 
original  amendment,  and  introduce  another,  by 
which  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail  Road  Com- 
pany should  be  compelled  to  carry  the  mail  for 
t«'cntv  years  free  of  all  expense  to  the  Govern- 
ment. Mr.  C  then  offered  an  amendment  to 
that  effect. 

Mr  GRUNDY  said  this  was  certainly  gaining 
considerably,  and  if  this  matter  could  be  placed 
on  the  footing  of  a  fair  contract,  then  Congress 
might  deliberate  upon  it.      He  wished,  however, 


nance,  reported  a  bill,  allowing  to  the  bishop  ofjto  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  a  principle 

"  in  the  bill,  which  he  thought  likely  to  produce 
serious  difficulties.  At  the  last  session  a  princi- 
ple had  been  laid  down  from  which  he  did  not 
wish  to  depart,  viz:  that  this  Government  would 
collect  only  as  much  money  in  taxes  as  was  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  its  support.  This  princi- 
ple seemed  to  be  agreed  in  by  all,  at  the  time  of 
the  compromi-e  bill.  Now,  if  they  opened  ave- 
nues to  expenditure,  they  created  a  necessity  for 
mincy';  taxation  became  indispensable,  and 
couldnot  be  objected  to  by  any  one.  What  was 
the  situation  of  Congress  with  regard  to  this  bill 
before  the  amendment  had  been  offered?  It  was 
proposed  that  they  should  give  money  to  com- 
panies in  the  different  States  to  make  roads. 

The  bill  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Bal- 
timore and  Washington  Rail  Road  being  under 
consideration.. 

This  company,  Mr.  GRUNDY  said,  was  in- 
corporated by  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  and 
the  company  owned  the  whole  stock,  excej  t 
what  belonged  to  the  State.  Coming  into  this 
District  with  a  part  of  the  road,  could  not  change 


St.  Louis,  the  duty  on  the  importation  of  a  set  of 
bells. 

Read  a  first  time,  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  read  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  WILKINS  stated  the  object  of  the-bill. 
The  bells  were  not  purchased  on  any  speculation, 
but  consisted  of  a  ring  of  five,  which  were  pre 
sented  to  the  Cathedral,' at  St.  Louis,  by  a  gen- 
tleman  in  France.  In  looking  over  the  statutes, 
he  had  found  several  precedents,  many  of  them 
notjso  strong  as  the  present,  he  hoped  the  bill 
oo  str  pass. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  rcadm;j. 

Mr.  PREN  1'ISS  reported  a  bill  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  for  the  relief  of  Cary  Clarke. 

Read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Re- 
volutionary  Claims,    reported   a    bill    from    the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  the  relief  of  Cap- 
in  W.  Rogers,  with  amendments. 
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the  principles,  and,  Corfgress  might  as-  well  give 
rhoney  to  a  company  in  Virginia  as  to  a  company 
in  the  District..  The  only  mode  in  which 
Congress  could  act,  was  .to  become  a  partner. — 
In  this  case  themoney  was  not  to  be  given  to  the 
District,  bat  to  a  company  in  Maryland,  to 'which 
the  State  was  al- party.;  and  if  this. were  done, 
what  was  to  hinder  Congress  from  giving  the 
public  money  to  a  company  in  New.  York;  Mr. 
G.  thought  there  was  no  'difference.  '  Besides,  if 
Congress  appropriated  money  -for.  this  road, 
what  forbade  them  to  .give  money  to  any' corpo- 
ration, for  a  road  pointing  to  the  seat, of  Govern- 
ment? Mr.  G.  therefore  thought  that  in  princi- 
ple they  were  opening  aidangerous  outlet  for  the 
public  money;  it  was  better  to  return  to  the  old 
idea  of  a  partnership,'  that  to  adopt  a.  principle 
by  which  they  might  give  money  to  a  company 
in  any.  part  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  G: 
would  not  go- into  the  question  of  constitutional 
•power,  on  this  subject;  but  h'e  thought  it  strange 
if  Congress,  might  give  away  the  money  of  the 
United  States,  tor  any  purpose  they  pleased. — 
There  were  peculiar  cases  in  which  it  hadvbeen 
given  away,  such  as  that  of  the  fire  in  Alexan- 
dria, and  the  more  recent  case  of  the  exited 
Poles.  Mr.  G.  hoped  these  benevolent  acts 
would  not  be  blamed;  but  he.  could  not  vote  for 
them,  because  he  could  not  see  that  they  had 
authority  to  give  away  the  public  rnoney.  Mr. 
G-  therefore  could  not  vote  for  this  bill  in  any 
shape;  but  if  the  .Government  were  to  receive  an 
equivalent  for  their,  money,  he  was  ready  to  see 
the  object  promoted..  He  wished  the  appropria- 
tion might  be  reduced,  so  as  to  be  an  equivalent 
for  the  transportation  of  the  jnails. 
.  Mr.  HENDRICKS  hoped'  the  amendment 
would  be  adopted; '  but  in  that  case,  he  should 
move  farther  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out 
"twenty  years"  and  inserting,  "forever  hereaf- 
ter.'! Mr.  H.  .thought  thet  company  could  well 
afford  to  carry  the  mail  inperpetuarn  for  the  In- 
terest of  the  money. 

Mr.  CHAMBERSwould  not  object  to  the  a- 
mendment  proposed,  if  it  should  be  acceptable; 
But  he  wished  the  amendment  first  proposed 
might  be  adopted* arid  then  the  other  two  might 
be-taken  up  separately.    . 

The  first  amendment  was'then  agreed  to. 
Mr.  HENDRICKS,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
FpRSTTir,  moved  to  .amend  the  bill,'  bv  a  requi- 
sition that  the  mail  should 'be  carried  free  of  ex- 
pense as  long.as  the  pompany  should  exisjt.  Mr. 
EL  supported  this  amendment  hy  reading  an  ex- 
tract from  a  letter  of  the  chief  engineer,xon- 
tainirtg  an  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  convey- 
ance, on  the  road,  from'which  Mr.  H.  drew  the 
conclusion  that  the  mail  aould  be  carried  at  an 
annual  expense  of  $20 ,000,.  or.lessj  while  the 
interest  on the'app'ropriation  would  be  *2 1,000. 
Mr.  H;  concluded  "by  contending  that  some 
security  ought,  to  be  given  against  monopoly. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  argued  that  in  twenty  years 
the  Government  would  receive  .as  an  equiva- 
lent for  the  money  proposed,  the'  value  of  one 
million  and  fifty  .odd  thousand  dollars.  Appro- 
priations had  been  made  to  the  western  improve- 
men's  day  by  day,  without,  recompense;  but 


now  Congress  must  not  make  an  apprbpriation 
without  showing  that  we  are  to  receive  seven 
ahd.six  pence  for  a  dollar..  No-company  wduld 
be  willing  to-enter  into  an  agreement  without 
knowing'the  extent  of  the  engagement.  It  was 
veiy  well  to  carry  the  mail  for  a  limited  time, 
but  ho.company  would  agree  to  carry  it  for 
ever.  •  '•  ... 

■  He  was  equally  surprised  at  the  remarks 
which  had  fallen  from,  the.hon.  Senatqrfrorn 
Tennessee.  The  Constitution  said  that  Con-* 
gress  had  a  right  to  exercise  legislation  in  all  . 
cases  In  tlie  District  of  Columbia;  He  instanced 
the  grant  made  to-  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio' 
Canal,  which  had  its.  termination  in  Georgetown, 
and  asked  what  was  the  difference  between  the 
improvement  of  Pennsylvania  Avenue,and  any  0- 
ther  improvement  in  the  District.  But  the  gentle- 
man considered  this  as  a  Maryland  incorporation, 
and  subject  to  thelegisiature  of  Maryland.  He 
contended  that  so  much  of  the  road  as  should 
be  in  the  District  of  Columbia  would  be  under 
the  legislation  of -Congress,  and  not  under  the 
State  of  Maryland,  further  than  that  incorpora- 
tion had  connexion  with  other  improvements 
connected  with  it.  He  would  decline  the  pro- 
position offered  by  the  hon.  'Senator  from  In*' 
diana (Mr.  He;ndric|ls,)  a'nd  contended  that  the, 
Government  received  a  fair  equivalent,  besides  . 
the  improvement  of. the  cquntry,  and  the  facili- 
ty, of  transporting  the  mail..  This  equivalent 
was  to  be  received  in  the  shape  of  services  t<j  be' 
rendered,  which  the  United  States  <^ouId  not 
obtain  for  the  same  money  by  any  other  mode. 
Money  had  been  given  to  c&nals-and  other  im- 
provements, and  the  Senate "was dealing  more 
hardly  with  this  company  than  any  other.  He 
hoped  the  Senate  would,  in  its  liberality,  con- 
tribute to  convert  this  into  a  usefuKimprove- 
ment;  for  the  use  of  individuals  and  the 'Gov- 
ernment, and  give  the  sum  proposed. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said,.Cpngress  did  possess  ju- 
risdiction over  ten  miles  square,  and'had  expen- 
ded money  on  Pennsylvania  Avenue.  .  Had  it 
not  a  right  to  do  so?  For  what  purpose  was  that 
money  expended?  That  every  citizen  in  the'U. 
States,. and  every  individual  iri'the  country  might 
have  the  benefit  of  it.  But  what  was  the  case 
with  the  rail  road?  The  money  was  given  to-  a 
set  of  individuals*  exclusive  of  all  others,  and  for 
their  exclusive  benefit.  It  was  not  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  United  .States^  or  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  but  for  individuals  in  the  State  of 
Maryland  or  elsewhere.  They -were  to  be  enti- 
tled to  the  money,; and  the  use. -of  it  afterwards. 
The  money  given  to  the  canal  company  made  the 
Government  stockholders  in  the  undertakings 
and  it  expected  a  dividend  when  profit  should 
arise.  It  was  not  giving  .the  money  for  the  ex- 
clusive use  of  any  corporation,  because-the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  would  have  the  benefit 
of  it.  '•  "'•,'• 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  he  did  not'  allude  to 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  .said  that  made  a  difference, 
But  there  was  a  prospect  of  a  retur<i,.  -In  the 
act  of  1833,  the  Rail  Road  Company  'w.<s  to  pay 
for  the"  use  of  the  State  of  Maryland.     One-fifth 
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of  the  amount  to  be  received  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  passengers  was  to  be  paid  into  the- Trea- 
sury of  Maryland.  What  for?  Because  Mary- 
land contributed  five  hundred  thousand  dollars 
to.  the  stock.  Then  Maryland  put  into  the  stock 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  for  this  it 
was  to  receive  one  fifth  of,,  all  that  should  be  re- 
ceived for  the-  carriage  of  passengers;  while 
Government,  for  three  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  was  to  receive  nothing  but  the 
transportation  of  the  mail,  which  would  come  to. 
an  inconsiderable  sum. 

Mr.  ,G.  continued.  He  did  not  wish<o  go 
into  an  examination  of  the  profit  and  Joss  atten- 
dant upon  Jthis  matter,  but  there  was  a  principle 
atihe  bottom  of  itovhich  he  wished  the  Senate 
to  decide  •  upon.  Would  tbey  give  the  public 
monev  away  to  companies?  1ft  they  gave 
8350,000  to  this  company,  and  $350,000  to  an- 
other, what  would  become  of  all  their  boasted 
economy?  What  would  become  of  all  their 
plans  of  restricted  expenditure  which  they  had 
held  out. to' the  people  of  the  United  States— 
they  would  he  gone,  and  Congress  would  hear 
talk  of  nothing  but-waste,  prodigality,  and  pro- 
fligate expenditure.  He  objected  to  the  princi- 
ple of  giving  money  to  companies  out  of  the 
jiublio  treasury,  because  if  this  were  done  in  one 
case,  it  must  be  done  in  another- 

Mf.  HENDRICKS  said  a  few  words  in  reply 
to  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Chambers) 
which  were  indistinctly  heard.  We  understood 
him  as  stating  that  no  appropriations  had  been 
made  for  internal  improvements  in  the  West, 
without  an  adequate,  and  more  than  an,  ade- 
quate equivalent,  having  been  received  by  the 
Government. 

Mr.  PRESTON  said,  it  became  the  Seriate  to 
look  attentively  into  the  subject  of  appropriations 
it  was  peculiary  proper  that  they  should  do  so 
aftpr  the  opinions  they  had  expressed  during  this 
session.  They  had  arrived  at  that  period  when 
they  were  called  upon  to  make  the  usual  and  re- 
gular disbursements,  of  the  public  money.  Up 
to  tne  present  time  the  Senate  and  the  nation 
had  been  engaged  in'  discussing  the  act  of  the 
Executive,  and  its,  influence  upon  the  money 
concerns  of  the  country;  they  had  passed,  in 
strict  review,  that  act  and  its  consequences,  and 
•  the  current  of  their  business,  had  now  brought 


into  the  state  of  the  treasary.he  thought  he  might 
venture  to  say  that  it  was  about  to  become  ex- 
hausted. 

The  pressure  on  the  money  market  had  been 
such  that  our  imports  from  Europe  had  been, 
and  would  continue  to  be,  diminished;  many  or- 
ders had  been  countermanded-  All  this  indi- 
cated to  him  that  in  the  course  of  next  year  they 
would  be  called  upon  either  to  borrow  money 
or  increase  the  rate  of  taxation;  and  either  of 
these  alternatives  would  be  segard  by  him  as  a. 
great  calamity.  It  was  time  to  commence  a 
system  of  economy— not  a  petty  system — but 
one  which  would  preserve  the  nation  from  the 
evils  to  which  he  had  alluded. .  If,  after  all  that 
the  Senate  could  do  in  the  way  of  retrench- 
ment, increased  taxation,  or. a  new  national  debt 
should  become  necessary,  in  .God's  name  let  the 
responsibility  of  such  &  state  of  .things  remain 
v/ith  those  by  whom  responsibili'y  was  so  readi- 
ly taken.  Let  it  be  known  that  the  Executive, 
and  not  the  Legislature,  was  the  cause  of  any  : 
distress  which  might  ensue. 

Mr.  Preston  then  went  on  to  show  the 
great  advantage  which  the  State  of  Mar)  land 
had  secured  to  herself  by  this  road,  and  the  very 
few  that  wq/dd  result  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment. Five  sixths  of  this  rad  Toad  passed 
through  that  State,  and,  careful  of  her  own  in- 
terests, she  had  made  an  appropriation  of  £500, 
00Q  towards  its  construction,  .reserving  to  her- 
self one  fifth  of  the  profits. 

Maryland,  Mr.  P.  continued,  would  be  able 
to  discharge  her  whole  civil  list  by  her  income 
on  this  road,  and  thus  Congress  was  about  to 
riiake  an  appropriation  to  exempt  the  citizens  of 
Maryland  from  taxation.  Was  it  right  to  tax  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  fof  this  purpose? 
Was  South  Carolina  to  appropriate  her  propor- 
tion to  a  work  of  which  Maryland  was  to  receive 
the  profits,  not  to  expend  on  internal  improve- 
ments, but  to  put  into  her  treasury,  to  discharge 
her  civil  list,  and  exempt  her  citizens  from  tax- 
ation? If  the  State  of.Macyland  had  driven  such 
a  bargain  with  the  stockholders,  she  could  not 
censure  this  Government  for  making  a  similar 
bargain.  But  the  stockhplders  we're  not  wil- 
ling so  to  stipulate  with  Congress.  It  seemed 
that  the  State  of  Maryland" had  come  in  for  a 
share  of  the  spoils;  she  had  a- wise  and  vigilant 


* 


them  to  the  consideraton  of  matters  of  a  simitar  regard  to. her  interest  in  the  whole  project.  She 
character.     He. (M.  P.)  had  been   among  those  was  a.stockholder  to  the  amount  of  $500,000, 


who  had  censured  the  Preeidential  act,  and  he 
thought  it  therefore  incumbent  upon  himself  and 
ad  those  who  had  with  him  deploed  the  existing 
momentary  distress  to  do  all  in  their  power  to. 
mitigate  that  distress  by  their  present  course  of 
action  with  regard  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States.  He  had  voted  for  a  measure  to  relieve 
the  country  at  the  commencement  of  the  session; 
another  opportunity  of  doing  so  now  presented 
itself,  and  he  trusted  that  those  \vbo  had  so  often 
admonished  them  of  the  necessity  of  extending 
relief  to  the  people,  would  not  fail  to  avail  them- 
selves of  it.  Every  thing  concurred  to  bring  his 
mind  to  the  conclusion,  that  a  course  of  the  most 
vigilant  and  scrupulous  economy  was  necessary; 
for  although  he  c'ouW  not  now   take  time  to  go 


and  in  addition  to  this,  she  claimed  one  fifth  of 
the  whole  income.  On  what  principle  had  this 
speculation  been  founded?  The  Legislature- 
had  fixed  the  minimum  price  of  a  passage  high 
enough  and  low  enough  to  supersede  travelling 
on  the  common  roads;  the  price  on  rail  roans 
was  usually  much  lower,  and  this  was  the  Ordi- 
nary rate  of  a  stage  passage  on  a  common  road, 
and  no  doubt  the  price  on  the  common  road  fc> 
Baltimore  would  have  been  brought  down  Ui 
that  standard.  The  whole  scheme  was  exceed- 
ingly curious,  as  far  as  the  State  of  Maryland 
was  concerned. 

As  a  consideration  for  this  jjrant  of  ,r/.vney, 
Mr.  P.  said,  the  transmission  of  the  mail  for  20 
ye<rs  had  been  proposed.     Mr.  if.  said,  that  if 
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the  compensation  were  .  $10,000  annually,  it 
would  be  three  times  as  much  as  the  sum  for 
■which  an  offer  had  been  made  to  carry  it,  with 
a  limitation  of  six  hours.  All  above  this,  then, 
would  be  clear  gain  to  the  company.  But  sup- 
posing the  price  were  fixed  at  $10,000,  instead 
of  $3000,  for  which  an  offer  had  been  made,  or 
instead  of  $2000,  for  which  the  mail  might 
doubtless  hereafter  be  carried,  the  interest,  at 
six  per  cent,  on  the  $350,000  proposed  to  be 
granted,  would  be  $21,000  annually,  so  that  for 
twenty  years  there  would  be  a  clear  gain  over 
$10,000,  of  $11,000  annually,  and  more  than 
this,  the  principal  itself  was  to  be  absorbed  in 
that  time,  which*,  added  to  the  interest,  would 
make  $26,000  a  year,  for  services  which  would 
be  rendered  hereafter  for  $2000. 

But  it  was  proposed  that  the  mail  should  be 
hastened.  The  time  was  now  limited  to  six 
hours  by  the  contract,  but  in  fact,  in  good  going 
it  would  be  carried  by  either  line  ot  stages  in 
five  hours,  or  four  and  a  half.  Mr.  P.  thought 
that  the  remuneration  for  the  proposed  grant 
of  money  would  be  entirely  too  little,  even  if 
the  obligation  to  carry  the  mail  should  be  ren- 
dered beneficial. 

Mr.  P.  was  in  favor  of  a  fair  and  liberal  com- 
pensation, but  he  considered  10,000  dollars  am- 
ply sufficient,  as  the  mail  could  now  be  carried 
for  2  or  3000  dollars.  But  Maryland  had 
driven  a  bargain  infinitely  beyond  this;  a  bar- 
gain which,  Mr.  P.  believed,  would  be  disad- 
vantf  geous  to  the  company.   , 

Mr.  P.  asked  if  Congress  had  aright  to  make 
this  appropriation.  He  had  no  doubt  that  they 
had  a  right  to  give  money  in  this  District,  but 
he  denied  that  they  had  the  right  to  give  it  to  an 
incorporated  company  for  the  construction  of  a 
road  to  Baltimore.Tne  expenditure  of  the  money 
was  to  be  confined  within  the  District,  but  it 
was  to  save  the  expenditure  of  so  much  money 
without  the  District,  The  company  was  incor- 
porated to  bring  that  road  here.  Mr.  P.  thought 
the  case  of  the  canal  was  not  parallel.  The  ca- 
nal was  designed  to  benefit  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, and  that  was  within  the  jurisdic  ion  of 
Congress.  But  it  was  evidently  improper  to 
tax  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  for  the  ben- 
efit of  a  few  citizens  of  a  single  State.  He 
hoped  the  bill  would  not  pass  in  its  present 
form. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  proposed  to  amend  the 
amendment,  by  fixing  the  time  at  30  years,  in- 
stead of  20.  He  would  be  satisfied  with  the 
bill  with  this  alteration;  and  he  thought  it  im- 
portant to  the  Government,  if  they  looked  only 
at  the  transportation  of  the  mail  by  day  light 
for  30  years.  But  the  consideration  suggested 
by  the  Senator  from  Mai y land,  (Mr.  Cham- 
bers,) had  great  weight  with  him,  (Mr.  Clay- 
ton,) that  it  would  increase  the  facilities  of  in- 
tercourse between  the  different  sections  of  the 
country,  by  making  a  continuous  Rail  Road 
and  Steam  Boat  line  from  Washington  to  Bos- 
ton. It  had  been  said,  that  Maryland  was  to 
receive  one-fifth  of  the  profits  from  this  road; 
but  they  ought  to  look  also  at  the  losses  which 
th_-  State  had  incurred,  by  establishing  another 


road,  of  which  this  was  a  lateral  projection.  If 
Congress  would  share  the  losses  on  the  princi- 
pal road,  there  would  be  more  reason  in  the 
objections  which  had  been  offered.  Mr.  C. 
was  in  favor  of  extending  the  benefit  to  the 
Government,  by  the  transportation  of  the  mail, 
to  30  years;  but  he  objected  to  rendering  it 
perpetual ,  especially  a9  the  number  of  Post  Of- 
fices on  the  route  would  be  increased,  so  that 
the  company  would  be  unable  to  deliver  the; 
mail  at  all  the  offices,  and  get  through  in  the 
time  stipulated.  Mr.  C,  though  he  would  not 
enter  into  a  narrow  calculation,  considered  the 
transmission  of  the  mail  for  30  years,  about 
equivalent  to  an  appropriation  to  the  company 
of  $350,000. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  asked  if  this  amendment 
was  in  order. 

The  Chair  expressed  some  doubt,  but  did  not 
decide  that  it  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  BIBB  thought  some  of  the  views  of  the 
Senator  fpom  Maryland,  were  incorrect.  He 
said,  the  company  calculated  on  making  the 
passage  in  a  much  less  time;  than  three  hours 
a  and  there  was  no  stipulation  on  this  point  in- 
serted in  the  bill.  As  to  the  stipulation  to  de- 
liver the  mail  in  three  hours,  it  was  merely  put 
n  as  a  make-weight,  holding  out  an  idea  o, 
exertion  on  their  part  worthy  of  remuneration, 
when  they  intended  to  go  the  distance  in  a 
shorter  time. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  asked  if  this  took  in  the 
^topp^ges  at  the  various  post  offices. 

M  .  CHAMBERS  said,  that  ithad  been  stated 
to  him,  that  they  could  take  the  mail  in  two 
hours;  but  the  company  was  not  willing  to  bind 
itself  to  carry  it  in  less  than  three. 

Mr.  BIBB  said  the  company,  he  believed  could 
carry  it  in  a  shorter  time.  Although  he  was  op- 
posed to  making  appropriations  for  purposes  of 
internal  improvement,  he  did  not  object  to  make 
appropriations  for  improvement  in  the  Districtof 
Columbia,  provided  the  object  was  a  proper  one. 
In  this  case,  the  people  of  this  district  were  not 
able  to  have  any  profitable  share  in  the  road,  and 
he  was  not  willing  to  deprive  the  people  of 
Washington  of  the  benefits  which  their  own  local 
legislature,  if  they  had  one,  would  give  to  them, 
and  no  local  legislature  could  hesitate  to  throw 
such  a  proposition  out.  The  company  could 
not  come  wilhia  the  District  without  an  act.  If 
it  should  be  granted,  it  would  be  an  exclusive 
privilege  to  that  corporation.  No  one  else  could 
carry  on  that  road;  and  the  Senate  was  asked  to 
give  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
when  out  of  that  money  the  profits  were  to  arise 
to  the  stockholders  of  the  company.  The  State 
of  Maryland  was  to  receive  a  dividend  on  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  a  tax  besides  on 
the  passengers.  And  what  did  the  United 
States  get?  The  carriage  of  the  mail  for  thirity 
years,  for  which  they  were  to  give  $350,000. 
Mr.  Bibb,  showed  that  the  interest  of  the 
money  would  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  expense 
of'carrying  the  mail,  and  that  the  United  States 
was  called  upon  to  make  a  clear  donation  of  ele- 
ven thousand  dollars,  which  was  given  to  the 
stockholders  in  the   corporation,  and  to   them 
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only.  It  was  a  private  property.  It  seemed  to 
him  to  be  a  new  principle  altogether,  and  one 
which  the  United  States  ought  not  to  adopt. 

Mv.  Bibb  continued.  With  respect  to  the 
transportation  of  the  ihailJie  was  of  opinion  that 
when  the  term  agreed  upon  was  expired,  the 
Government  would  be  at  the  mercy  of  this  rail- 
road company.  He  had  lecently  heard  that 
the  contractor  at  Charleston  had  ottered  to  sur- 
render his  contract  to  the  rail  road  company, 
who  asked  $50,000  for  transporting-  the  mail, 
and  who  alone  could  perform  that  service. — 
If  thisstim  of  $350,000,  Mr.  B.  said  was  a  grant 
to  the  people  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  he 
should  feel  better  disposed  to  vote  for  it;  they 
were  a  people  poor,  and  struggling  to  extricate 
themselves  from  their  difficulties;  they  had 
dipped  too  deeply  into  the  transactions  of  the 
Ohio  Canal  Company;  if,  he  repeated,  the  pre- 
sent were  a  grant  to  relieve  these  men,  over 
whom  Congress  exercised  an  exclusive  legisla- 
lation,  and  whom  they  were  bound  to  take  care 
of,  he  should  feel  better  disposed  towards  it. 
But  to  give  such  a  sum  as  9350,000  to  rail-road 
contractors,  with  a  perpe'ual  charter  to  them 
and  their  heirs  for  ever,  was  what  he  could  not 
agree  to. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  said  he  should  vote 
For  the  first  amendment,  but  against  the  bill  in 
whatever  form  it  might  present  itself.  There 
was  something  in  it  so  extremely  wild,  the  se- 
paration between  it  and  the  proper  legislative 
action  of  Congress  was  so  alarmingly  great,  that 
he  felt  astounded  at  the  bare  statement  of  the 
proposition.  Here  was  a  proposition  to  build 
and  complete  a  road  costing  $350,000,  and  to 
present  it  to  a  company,  who,  the  Senate  was 
told,  would  be  graciously  pleased,  when  it  was 
finished,  to  accept  it,  and  distribute  the  spoils 
among  themselves.  Well,  was  the  proposition 
essentially  changed  by  the  amendment  which 
had  been  offered?  It  was  not.  The  nature  of 
the  grant  was  the  same  as  ever;  its  extent  on- 
ly was  limited.  This  was  one  among  the  nu- 
merous instances  presented  during  this  session, 
in  which  some  petitions  seemed  to  forget  the 
nature  and  purposes  for  which  our  Government 
was  created,  or  remembering.disregarded  them. 
The  people  of  the  United  States,  for  purposes 
mentioned  in  the  Constitution,  were  one  nation, 
and  in  order  to  carry  out  the  objects  for  which 
they  were  a  nation,  they  had  a  National  Trea- 
sury, which  was  filled- (or  said  to  be  filled)  by 
the  common  contributions  of  all  the  States. 
Now  not  one  dollar  ought  to  be  expended  from 
this  treasury  excepting  in  some  trust  for  the 
future  benefit  of  the  people.  He,  Mr.  K.,  ask- 
ed who  would  pretend  to  say  that  a  grant  of 
$350,000  to  a  company  of  adventuring  mer- 
chants from  Baltimore  (admitting  they  had  the 
honor  of  the  State  of  Maryland  as  a  partner 
in  the  concern)  was  a  grant  in  trust  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  people  of  the  United  States?  The 
$350,000  were  unblushingly  asked  for  in 
the  first  instance  and  without  any  compensa- 
tion, nd  now  the  benefit  of  $300,000  for  30 
years  was  offered  as  an  equivalent.  It  hal 
been  said,  and  he  believed  truly,  that  the  mail 


could  be  carried  for  3,000.  Let  the  rail-road 
go  on  without  this  grant  from  Government,  and 
the  company  would  be  glad  eventually  to  carry 
it  for  $3,000.  But  they  were  told  that  this  rail- 
road offered  important  advantages  to  the  coun- 
try, a  great  increase  of  speed  in  the  conveyance 
of  ttye  mail.  This  was  like  many  other  argu- 
ments which  had  been  brought  forward;  a  tii- 
fling  benefit  was  made  a  plea  for  the  most  lavish 
and  disproportioned  expenditure.  It  was  like 
the  late  plan  of  distributing  information  by  giv- 
ing books  to  Senators  for  their  own  use.  Ad- 
mitting the  advantage  of  speed,  he  said  the 
sum  demanded  for  it  was  too  great;  to  give  it 
would  be  as  wise  a  procedure  as  going  to  Bo- 
logna to  eat  fresh  sausages. 

He,  (Mr.  King,)  had  not  attended  to  the  de- 
tails by  which  the  account  had  been  made  out ; 
but  what  matter  was  it  to  Congress,  as  legisla- 
tors for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States?  what  estimate  the  rail-road  company, 
had  chosen  to  fix  on  the  transportation  of  the 
mail,  when  they  knew  thev  could  get  it  done 
for  $3,000?  And  this  $3,000  a  year  for  twenty 
years,  was  to  be  the  only  compensation  for 
$350,000,  which,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  would 
become  the  property  of  the  company.  Mr.  K. 
would  be  compelled  to  vote  against  the  bill, 
from  the  general  principle,  that  it  would  be 
doing  injustice  to  the  people  of  the  U.  States, 
for  the  benefit  of  a  few  people  in  the  State  of 
Maryland.  Mr.  K.  alluded  to  what  he  thought 
the  very  strong  principle  in  political  economy, 
that  the  Government  should  spend  as  much,  and 
receive  as  little  as  possible.  He  read  an  extract 
from  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, in  which  the  estimates  were  made  on  the 
supposition  that  the  imports  of  the  present  year 
would  be  as  great  as  those  of  the  last.  Mr.  K. 
had,  no  doubt,  that  there  would  be  a  considera- 
ble falling  off  in  the  revenue,  in  this  and  the 
two  preceding  years.  He  thought  the  winding 
up  of  the  concerns  of  the  United  States  Bank, 
would  create  a  feverish  state  in  the  money  con- 
cerns of  the  country,  which  would  result  in  a 
dimunition  of  the  revenue.  If,  then,  there  should 
be  a  material  increase  in  the  expenses  of  the 
Government,  the  Government  during  the  next 
and  the  succeeding  year  would  be  bankrupt, 
and  Mr.  K.  said  the  south  would  not  quietly 
submit  to  the  imposition  of  new  duties  and  taxes, 
unless  they  were  necessary  for  the  support  of 
Government.  Every  argument,  therefore,  should 
induce  them  to  pause  before  they  made  this  ap- 
propriation. 

Mr.  K.  alluded  to  the  late  application  of  the 
term  ivhig  and  said  one  of  the  primary  articles 
of  the,  faith  of  a  whig  was  economy  in  Govern- 
ment, and  if  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
wished  to  be  received  into  the  true  church  of 
whigism,  he  should  take  his  fingers  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  people.  Mr.  K.  knew  of  no 
Senator  so  ready  to  grant  appropriations  in  mo- 
ney, as  'the  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland. 
He  had  heard  a  citizen  of  Maryland  say  he  was 
proud  of  his  Senator,  and  Mr.  K.  had  no  doubt, 
that  he  would  have  repeated  the  declaration,  if 
he  had  known  with  how  much  zeal  the  Senator 
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voted  in  behalf  of  the  merchants  and  adventur- 
ers in  Maryland.  His  patriotism  was  like  those 
circles  of  Jight  which  shine  immediately  around 
up,  but  as  they  recede,  gradually  darken  to.  a 
shade.  Mr.  K.  thought  he  ought  to  act  with 
more  reference  to  the  .benefit  of  the  people  of 
the.  United  States. 

Mr.CHAMBERS  said  he  professed  to  be  a 
whig  of  and  1834,  such  as  he  had  professedto  be 
during  all  his  life;  but1  he  thought  the  gentle 
man  from  Georgia  did  not  say  whether  he  him- 
self was  a  whig*  (Mr.  King  replied  in  the  affir- 
mative.) Mr,  C.  was  glad  to  hear  it;  but 
the  last  person  to  whom  he  would  apply  for  the 
true  doctnes  of  wh^gism,  ■  was  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia.  ,. 

Mr.  C.  bad  hoped  some  time  since,  that  the 
Senator  from  Georgia,  was  about  .to  change  his 
views;  but  he,  appeared  to  be  reprobate,  a*nd 
Mr.  C.  would  give  him  over  to  his  owrf  State, 
to  indoctrinate  him  in  the  principles  of  the 
whigs,  and  Mr.  C.  thought  the  result  woukl 
show  him  that  he  was  now  entirely  astray. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  done  him 
(Mr.  C.)  much  injustice,  in  saying  that  he  was 
always  ready  to  open  the  doors  of  thetreasury. 
Mr.  C.  thought  the  United  States  were  able  to 
effect  whatever  purpose  their  character  and 
dignity  required,  arid  he- was  of  the  opinion, 
that  they,  would  not  refuse  to  take  all  necessary 
measures  to  do  whatever  was  right  and  proper 
to  be  done  by  the  Government;  he  had  a  higher 
opinion  of  their  patriotism  than  to  think  other- 
wise.    Be  regretted   the  implied. denunciation 


peared  6ingular;but  he  might  have  said  the  same 
if  the  bill  had  been  for  any  other  purpose;  un- 
doubtedly, he  might  put  any  fair  proposition 
into  offensive  language, 

The  State  of  Maryland  was  at  one  third  of 
the  expense  of  making  the  road.  They  wish- 
ed  it  to  be  profiable,  and  wished  it  to  be  guar- 
anteed to  be  profitable.  The  tax  was:  not  on 
the  people ,  . 

Mr.  C.  here  drew  a  comparison;  .between  the 
present  mode  of  travelling,  jolting  at  the  risk 
of  one's  bones  for  sometimes  nine  hours  ;  with 
the  easy,  safe,  and  pleasant  mode  of  accom- 
plishing the  journey  in  two  hoars  without  in- 
convenience. He  contended  that  the  facilities 
which  would  be  afforded  in  the  carriage  of  the 
mail  would  amply  remunerate  it  for  the  money, 
and  that  if  Congress  were  to  erect  the  road 
themselves  it  would  be  a  matter  of  more  credit. 

Mr,  SMITH  said  if  the  company  would  agree 
to  carry  the  mail  as  long  as  the  rail-road  exist- 
ed, he  would  vote  for  the  grant,  otherwise  the 
corporation  would.be  in  a  situation  at  the  end 
of  20  or.30  years  to  make  their  own  terms  with 
the  government.  After  having  the  mail'  con- 
veyed  in  the  short  space;  of  two  hours  and  a 
half,  government  would  never  be  contented  to 
return  to  the  old  system,  but  would-give  any 
thing  that  the  company  might  demand.  Mr. 
S.-spoke  in  favor"  of  the  undertaking  arid  re- 
peated that  he  would  vote  for  the  grant  if  the 
company  would  agree  to  carry  the  mail  as  long 
as  the  rail-road  lasted.    '  '  ,. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend 


of  thelndividuals  of  this  company,  as  merchants  [merit  to  the  amendment,  Which  was  lost;  it  was 


and  adventurers';  and  Mr.  C.  'would  tell  the 
gentleman  from  Gj?orgi<y  that  hundreds  of  the 
stockholders  in  this  company,  were  not  mer- 
chants, and  never  had  bteh;  they  were  as  re- 
spectable as  any  other  class  of  the  people,  and 
if  the  gentleman  had  used  adventurers  as"  a 
a  term  of  reproach,  [Mr.  King. said,  i\ot  at  all] 
c,  Mr.  C.  said,  if  the  gentleman  meant  to  ap.- 
ply  to  the  company  the  other  terrh  of  linblushing 
demand,  Mr.  C.  believed  the  company  had  a<-k- 
edfor.no  specific  sum;  and  Mr.  C  would  ap- 
peal to  the  Senate  whether  their  Committee, 
who  had  fixed  on  that  surh,  were  worthy  of 
having  the  phrase  applied  to  them. 

Mr.  C.  was  not  surprised  that  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  'opposed  the  Bill;  it  was  in  the 
usual  line  of  his  conduct,  and  he  would  not 
take  the  trouble  to  distinguish  between  this 
c-ise  and  others.  But  how  any  legal  argument 
could  be  erected  on  the  clause  in  the  Constitu- 
tion giving-Congress  jurisdiction  over  ten  miles 
square,  Mr.  C.  could  not  tell.  Congress  had 
been  in  the  .practice  of  making  appropriations 
to  institutions  of  various  kinds;  they  'had  even 
made  grants  for  religious  purposes;  and  yet  the 
Senator  had  risen  and  said,  that  this, bill  was 
unparalleled.  Instances  of  grants  'might  be 
found  in  every  statute  book,  on  principles  pre- 
c'8e?y  tne  same.  It  was  easy  to  put  ahypropo- 
sition  into  such  terms  as  might  render  it  offen- 
sive; and  when  the  Senator  had  said  this  grant 
of  $350,000  was  to  be  rnade  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  the  favor  of  a  corporation,  it  ap- 


then  taken  oh'  the  amendment,  and  /esulted  as». 
follows  . 

YEAS-Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Bibb,  Black, 
Brown,  Calhoun,  EVing,  Forsyth,  Frelihghuy- 
sen,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  of 
Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Linn,  Man- 
gum,  Morris,  Naudain,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Pres- 
ton, Robbins,  R  ibinson,  .Shepley,  Srls.bee," 
Smith ,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tomlinson, 
Tyler,  Waggaman,  Webster,  White,  Wilkins 
-57. 

Nats— Messrs.  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton*' 
Kent,  McKean,  Tipton --6. 
;  The  bill  was  now  passed  by  the  following 
vote  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay, 
ton,  Ewing,  Freltnghuys;n,  Hendricks,  Kent, 
Knight,  McKean,  Naudain,  P  >rter,  Prentiss, 
Robbins,  Robinson,  Sitsbee,  ShVrth,  feprague, 
Swift,  Tomlinson,  Waggaman,  Webster,  Wil 
kins — 23  .        : 

Nats— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Black,  Brown, 
Calhoun,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hill,  Kane,  King.of 
Alabama;  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Manguro, 
Morris,  Presfon,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Tyler,  White— 20  •   '      ■ 

The  Senate  then  adjourned.       . 


HOUSE  OF.  REPRESENTATIVES. 
The  House  assembled  at  11  o'clock. 
Petitions  and  memorials  wer6  presented  by 
Mr.  WAYNE  of  Georgia..         .  *  ' 
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Mr.  DICKSON,  of  New  York,  presented  a 
petition.  ',  '•  - 

This  was  a  petition  from  Ontario  county,  N. 
York,  one  of  the  oldest  counties  in,the  State, 
containing  in  1790,  little  more  than  1000  inhabi- 
tants, and  now  •  possessing1  a  population  of  up- 
wards of  330,900,  and  including  seven  Congres- 
sional Districts'.  The  petition  complained  of 
the  difficulties  occasioned  by  the  removal  of  the 
public  deposites,  in  the  depression  of  the  money 
market,  and  the  reduction  in  that  portion  of  the 
United  States  of  the  price  of  agricultural  pro- 
duce. Mr..  D.  commented  at  considerable 
length  On  the' subject,  and  argued  in  favor  of  the 
restoration  of  the  deposites.  The  question  of 
their  restoration  was  not  connected  with  the 
proposition  of  rechartering  the  United  States 
Bank — it  was  a  question  connected  with  the  yi-. 
olation  of  a  charter— the  violation  of  National 
arith — the  violation  of  the  Constitution — and  a 
usurpation  of  the  legislative  and  judicial  powers 
of  our  Government. 

Mr.  DICKSON  went  on  to  discuss  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  disruption  of  the 
.Cabinet  by  the  discission  of  Mr.  Duane  from 
the  office  held  by  him  as  -Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury. He  debated  on  the  disputed  point  of  the 
powe&of  the  President  to  remote  from  office. 

Mr.  D.  quoted  the  opinion  of  the  celebrated 
Jurist  and  statesman,  Luther  Martin,  in  opposi-. 
tion  to  the  exercise  of,  the  appointing  power  by  the 
President,  without  the  advice,  and  consent  of 
the  Senate  and  equivalent  power  of  removal. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
borne  '  by  their  secretary,  transmitting  certain 
bills. 

Mr.  DICKSON  then  resumed  and  continued 
his   remarks  until  nearly  two  o'clock,   when 
"having  eoncluded,  he  moved  to  lay  the  memo- 
rial and  resolutions  oh  the  table,  and  print  them 
together  with  the  names  of  the-  subscribers. 

The  motion  was  agreed- to. 

The  memorial  of  citizens  of  Lycoming  coun- 
ty, Pa.  presented  by  Mr.  Axthdwt,  on  the 
subject  of  a  National  Bank;  was  taken  up. 

The  motion  was  to  refer  the  memorial  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and-  Means,  with  instruc 
tions  to  report  a  bill  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  disclaimed  any  intention  of 
uselessly  occupying  the. time  of  the  House  in 
debating  the  memorial.  He  briefly  stated  its 
object  and  character,  and  dwelt  for  a  short  time 
On  the  motives  and  views  of  its  subscribers. — 
He  denied  the  existence  of  the  distress  stated 
to  prevail  in  that  section  of  the  country,  on  ac- 
count of  •  'the  removal  of  the  public  deposites 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  des- 
canted for  a  considerable  time  on  the  conduct 
and  principles  oTthat  institution. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  withdrew  the  resolutions; 
and  the  memorial,  on  Mr.  A.'s  motion,  was  laid 
On  the  table  and  printed. . 
'  Mr.  WISE  moved  to  postpone  the  memorial 
and  resolutions  presented  by.  him  on  Monday 
last.'on  the  sime  subject,  till  Monday  next.  . 

Agreed  to. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Savannah  in 


the  State  of  Georgia,  opposing  a  restoration  of 
the  depqsite  of  the  public  money  to  the  Bank  ol 
the  United  States,  presented  on  the  #8th  ol 
April  ult.  when  it  was, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  do  Kf  on  the 
table.  .... 

A  message  from  the  Seriate,  by -Mr  Lo.wrie, 
their  Secretary.  •  . 

Mr  Speaker — tbe  Senate  have  passed  the 
bill  of  this  House.  (No.  101-)  entitled;  " An  act 
for  the  rejiefof  JoijnS.  Fleming,  administrator 
de  bonis  non  of  John  Syme,  deceased." 

On  motion  df  Mr.  GALBRA.ITH, 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  inhabitant  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  tbe  improvement 
of  the  navigation  of  Allegany  river,  from  Pitts- 
burg in  Pennsylvania,  to  Hafnilton  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  presented  at  the  1st  session  of. 
the  22d  Congress,  be  referred  to  the'  Commit- 
tee on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  BINNEY  presented  a  petition  of  David 
Caldwell,  late  clerk,  and  Charles  J'.  Ingersoll, 
late  attorney  of  the  United  States,  for  the  Eas- 
tern District  of  the.  State  of  Pennsylvania,, 
praying  Congress  to  pass  a  law,- directing  pay- 
ment of  their  accounts  as  settledin  the  Treasu-. 
ry  Department;  which  petition  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  ' 

Mr.  HIESTER  presented  a  "petition  of  in. 
habitants  of  the  county  of  Lancaster  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania;  praying^  the  establishment  of  a 

post  route.  ...  . 

Mr.  BURD  " presented  a  petitiori/of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  of  Bedford,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  praying  forthe  establishment  ofa 

post  route.  .....     '  ,         <•        i 

Ordered,  That  the  sajd.  petitions  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 

Mr.  CHINN  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Provident  Association* of  Clerks  in  the  Civil 
Departments  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,'p?ayi*ng  for 
pecuiniary  aid  from  the  Government  to  enable- 
said  association  to  accomplish  the  benevolent 
objects  for  which  it  Wa3  formed,  and  incorpo- 
rated by  Congress;  which  memorial  was  refer- 
red  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. 

Mr.  STEWART  presented  a  petition  of  John 
Epley  and  Sarah  Epley,  of  the  county  of  Fayr 
ette  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  to  be 
paid  for  attendance  and  suplies  furnished  a' 
wounded  soldier  of  the  army'of  U.  S.  in  the 
year  1813. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  presented  x  petition  of 
Sampson  S.  Ring,  late  a  major  in  the  ahny  of 
the  United  States,  praying  to  be  allowed  and 
paid  for  h'rstime  and  service  in  attending  at  the 
seat  of  Government  to  effect  a  settlement  of  his 
jiccounts. 

Mr.  McKIM  presented  a  petit' on  of  Louis 
Marchand,  merchant,  residing  in  Baltimore,  in 
State  of  Maryland,  administrator  of  Frederick 
DeLaporte,  deceased,  praying  indemnity  for 
losses  sustained  by  the  said  DeLaporte,  by  the 
capture  of  his  sliips  and  vessels  on  the  high 
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seas  by  the  French  .owners,  between  the  years 
1795  and  1800. 

Mr.  STODDERT  presented  a  petition  of 
Joshua  Collember,  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
praying-  payment  for  a  vessel  impressed  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States  in  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims.. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  LUCIUS  LYON, 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Henry  B.  Bre- 
roost,  presented  December  21, 1831,  be  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  presented  a  petition  of  Philip 
Mohun,  of  the  city  of  Washing-ton,  praying  to 
be  allowed  an  additional  compensation  for  pay- 
ing- the  side  dreans  on  Pennsylvania  Avenue  in 
said  city,  during-  the  year  1833;  which  petition 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  STEWART  presented  a  petition  of  Henry 
Smith,  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying  that  a 
quantity  of  public  land,  of  inferior  quality,  may 
be  sold  to  him  at  a  reduced  price,  the  wood 
whereon  he  proposes  to  use  in  the  operations  of 
an  iron  foundry. 

Mr.  POLK  presented  a  petition  of  D.  B. 
Mitchell,  of  Mawry  county,  in  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, praying  .that  the  right  of  pre-emption  in 
the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  public  land,  in  the 
State  of  Alabama,  may  be  granted  him  as  an 
indemnity  for  expense  incurred  in  prosecuting 
a  suit  against  a  Chief  of  the  Creek  Indians. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  presented  documents  in 
support  of  a  claim  of  Piatt  Brush,  for  extra  ser- 
vices as  Register  of  the  Land  Office,  at  Dela- 
ware, in  the  State  of  Ohio, 

Mr.  MARDIS  presented  a  petition  of  Bryant 
Rusking,  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying  that 
he  may  be  permitted  to  enter  a  certain  tract  of 
public  land,  and  that  a  patent  may  be  issued  to 
him  upon  his  making  payment  of  the  purchase 
money. 

Mr.  MURPHY  presented  a  petition  of  Austin 
Eskridge,  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying  per- 
mission to  correct  an  error  in  the  entry  of  a  tract 
of  land  purchased  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  MURPHY  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying  that  the 
relief  extended  by  the  act  of  1S28,  to  certain 
purchasers  of  public  land,  may  be  so  enlarged  as 
to  afford  relief  to  other  purchasers  laboring  un- 
der similar  grievances. 

Mr.  LUCIUS  LYON  presented  a  petition  of 
Amos  Howe,  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  a 
purchaser  of  public  land  in  1818,  praying  relief 
in  consequence  of  a  mistake  of  the  officers  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Detroit,  fixing  the  minimum 
price  at  which  lands  were  then  sold  at  $4  per 
acfe,  instead  of  $2;  whereby  he  was  compelled 
to  pay  double  the  price  his  land  was  worth,  or  to 
lose  his  improvements,  which  he  was  in  the  end 
compelled  to  do. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  M.  WHITE  presented  a  me- 
morial of  Duncan  L.  Clinch,  praying  that  his 
title  to  certain  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Florida, 
may  be  confirmed. 


Ordered,  Tl  at  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  undermentioned  petitions,  heretofore  pre- 
sented, were,  again  presented,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  viz: 

By  Mr.  DUNCAN,  the  petition  of  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  Adams,  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
for  the  construction  of  a  rail  road  from  Buffalo, 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  to  the  Mississippi- 
river,  presented  January  16,  1832. 

By  Mr.  DUNCAN,  the  petition  of  Paston 
Whitton,  presented  December  12,  1831: 

By  Mr.  GARLAND,  the  case  of  John  Thomp- 
son, Christopher  Adams,  and  Samuel  Spraggins, 
presented  April  4,  1826. 

By  Mr.  GARLAND,  the  petition  of  Victorie 
Metoyer,  presented  January  3,  1832. 

By  Mr.  GARLAND,  the  petition  of  Andrew 
Martin,  presented  January  29,  1827. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  a  petition  of  Wm. 
B.  Davis,  for  himself  and  other  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Brunswick,  in  the  State  of  Georgia, 
praying  that  a  Navy  Yard  may  be  established  at 
said  town. 

Mr.  WAYNE  presented  a  petition  of  Thomas 
Paine,  an  officer  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
praying  to  be  allowed  and  paid  the  arrears  of 
pension,  to  which  he  conceives  himself  entitled. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  GRIFFIN  presented  a'  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  Edgefield  District,  in  the  State  of  South 
Carolina. 

Mr.  POLK  presented  a  petition  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  of  Lincoln,  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee. 

Mr.  McLENE  presented  a  petition  of  inha- 
hitants  of  the  county  of  Knox,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio. 

Mr.  SLADE  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  County  of  Jackson,  in  the  Siate  of 
Ohio. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  of  Canton,  in  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, praying  respectively,  for  the  establishment 
of  post  routes  therein  mentioned  and  described. 

Mr.  MURPHY  presented  a  remonstrance  of 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Butler,  in  the  State 
of  Alabama,  against  a  proposed  change  in  the 
mail  route  from  Montgomery  to  Mobile,  in  said 
State. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to- 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  CHINN  presented  a  petition  of  Thorton 
Nash  and  John  Nash,  in  the  State  of  Virginia, 
heir  at  law  ot  Winder  Nash,  deceased,  praying 
to  be  paid  for  services  rendered  by  said  Winder 
Nash,  as  a  soldier  in  the  army  of  the  revolution. 
Mr.  WILSON  presented  a  petition  of  Blair 
Moran,  of  Ohio  county,  in  the  State  of  Virginia, 
on  behalf  of  the  heirs  at  law  ef  Edmund  Moran, 
deceased,  praying  to  be  paid  the  commutatiovi  of 
half  pay  for  life*  to  which  the  said  Edmund  Mo- 
ran was  entitled  as  an  officer  in  the  Maryland 
line  of  the  army  of  the  revolution. 

Mr.  Wm.   TAYLOR  presented  a  petition  of 
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heirs  at  law  of  John  Malonc,  deceased,  late  of 
the  State  oi  Virginia,  praying  to  be  paid  for  a 
wagon  and  team  of  horses,  lost  in  service  in  the 
revolutionary  war. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  presented  a  petition  of  Su- 
sannah Hayne  Pinckney,  of  Charleston,  in  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  praying  to  be  paid  the 
■Seven  years'  half  pay  of  her  father,  Capt.  Richard 
Shubrick,  who  died  in  service  in  the  revolutiona- 
ry war. 

Mr.  GAMBLE  presented  a  petition  of  Thomas 
B.  Wells,  executor  of  John  Wells,  deceased, 
praying  to  be  paid  for  a  number  of  canteens  fur- 
nished by  his  testator  to  the  revolutionary  army. 
Mr.  VINTON  presented  a  petition  of  Zacheus 
Copin,  administrator  of  John  Copin,  deceased, 
of  Samuel  Copin,  deceased,  praying  that  the 
county  land  to  which  said  John  and  Samuel 
were  severally  entitled,  as  soldiers  in  the  army 
•of  the  revolution,  may  be  granted  to  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Commitiee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  WAYNE  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  of  St.  Marys,  in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  praying  that  a  light  house  may  be  erect- 
ed on  a  height,  on  the  northern  part  of  Amelia 
Island  ;  which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Com 
mittee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  a  petition  of  Thomas 
Bateman,  of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Mr.  MILLER  also  presented  a  petition  of 
Israel  Baxter,  of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Wm.  P.  TAYLOR  presented  a  petition 
of  Joseph  N.  Dickson,  of  the  State  of  Virginia; 
which  petitions  pray  that  their  names,  respec- 
tively, may  be  placed  on  the  list  of  revolutionary 
pensions. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  LUCAS  presented  a  petition  of  the  heirs 
at  law,  of  Thomas  Blackborn,  late  of  the  State 
of  Virginia,  deceased,  who  was  a  lieutenant  co- 
lonel in  the  revolutionary  army,  and  wounded 
in  battle,  praying  that  the  pension  due  to  said 
Blackhorn  at  the  time  of  his  death,  may  be  paid 
to  them. 

Mr.  CHANEY  presented  a  petition  of  Johnson 
Cook,  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  to  allowed 
certain  arrears  of  pensions  to  which  he  conceives 
himself  entitled. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  WEBSTER  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  Isaac  Wiles,  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  pray- 
ing for  a  pension. 

Mr.  TURNER  presented  a  petition  Jacob 
Shinnick,  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  praying  to 
be  allowed  arrears  of  pension. 

Mr.  TURNER  presented  a  petition  of  Joseph 
Swartwood,  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  praying 
to  be  allowed  arrears  of  pension. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

Mr.  McKIM  presented  a  petition  of  merchants 
of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Maryland, 
for  the  speedy  passage  of  the  bill  now  pending 
in  the  House,  authorizing  merchandize  to  be  de- 
posited in  public  stores;  which  petition  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
to  which  said  bill  is  committed. 


Mr.  MURPHY  presented  a  memorial  of  in" 
habitants  of  the  city  of  Mobile,  in  the  State  o* 
Alabama,  remonstrating  against  the  establish- 
ment of  another  judicial  district  in  said  State; 
which  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  STEWART  presented  a  memorial  of 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying 
Congress  to  appropriate  a  million  of  dollars  to- 
wards the  construction  of  the  western  section  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal. 

Mr.  DAVENPORT  presented  a  memorial  of 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  praying 
that  a  route  to  connect  the  water  of  James  river 
with  those  of  Kenhawa  river,  may  be  surveyed, 
and  that  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  a  canal 
may  be  firmed. 

Mr.  MARDlS  presented  a  memorial  of  James 
Lynch,  setting  forth  that  he  has  discovered  a 
new  method  of  constructing  roads  ;  and  praying 
Congress  to  cause  the  same  to  be  adopted. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  and  memo- 
rials be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals.. 

Memorials,  petitions,  and  proceedings,  in 
favor  of  a  restoration  of  the  public  deposites  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  of  a  renewal 
or  extension  of  the  charter  of  said  bank,  or  the 
incorporation  of  another  bank,  to  go  into  ope- 
ration when  the  charter  of  the  present  Bank  of 
the  United  States  shall  expire,  or  that  other 
measures  may  be  adopted  to  relieve  the 
public  distress — were  presented  as  follows,  viz: 
By  Mr.  ANTHONY,  the  memorial  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  Northumberland,  in  the 
State  o*  Pennsylvania. 

By  Mr.  LAPORTE,  the  memorial  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  of  Susquehannah,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

By  Mr.  LAPORTE,  the  memorial  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  of  Bradford,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

By  Mr.  GALBRAITH,  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Erie  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  held  in  the  town  of 
Erie,  on  May  6,  1834. 

By  Mr.  BINNEY,  a  memorial  of  inhabitants 
of  Hughesville,  in  the  county  of  Lycoming,  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

By  Mr.  HEISTER,  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Colum- 
bia, in  the  county  cf  Lancaster,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania.    , 

By  Mr.  RAMSEY,  the  proceedings  of  a  meet- 
ing of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Berks,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  held  in  Doylestown, 
April  30, 1834. 

By  Mr.  DENNY,  the  proceedings  of  a  con- 
vention of  citizens  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  held  May  2d,  1834. 

By  Mr.  BEAUMONT,  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Lazerne, 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  held  May  10th, 
1834. 

By   Mr.   BARNITZ,  a  memorial  of  inhabit- 
ants of  the  county  of  York,  in  the  State  ol  Penn- 
sylvania. 
By  Mr.  MILLIG AN,  a  memorial  of  Farmers, 
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Manufacturers  J  Mechanics,  Traders,  andCiti- 
zei."  of  the  county  of  New  Castle,  in  the  State 
of  Delaware.      .  •  '" 

By  Mr.  LUCAS*  a  memorial  of  Inhah itants  of 
the  county' of  Jefferson,  in  the  State  of.Yif* 
gin'ta.  '    ,.'  '         .    ,*   \ 

By  Mr.  LOVALL,  a  memorial  of  inhabitants 
of  the  to'unty'of  Norfolk,.in  ,'he  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, with  the  'proceedings,  of  a  meeting  of  said 
inhabitants^    "        '.    . .     *\        '.•  •       • 

By  Mr.  SPEIGHT,  a  memorial  of  inn'abit- 
ants  of  the.  county  of  Lenoir,  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina.  '»! 

By  Mr.  CHILTON  ALLAN,  a  memorial  of 
'inhabitants  of  'the  State  of  Kentucky.    .      ,  4    . 

By  Mr.  VANCE.«a  memorial  of  inhabitants 
of  the  county  pf  Green,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

;  Memorials,  petitions,  resolutions  and  pro- 
ceedings, approving  of  the  removal  of  the  pub- 
lic depositesfrohTthe  Bank  of.the  United  States^1 
and  opposing  the  restoration  of  the  said  depo- 
sites, and. against  a  renewal  or  extension  of.  Jhe 
charter  of  said  bank,  were  presented  as  fol- 
lows-     ,-•  ,:'••,■ 

By  Rir.  GALBRAITH,  the. proceedings  of a 
meeting  of  inhabitants,  of.the  county  of  Erie/ 
in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania-,  heid  in  Erie,.  May 
5th,  1834,  '  , 

By. Mr.  BURD,  the  proceedings *of  a  meet- 
ing of  Inhabitants,  of  the  county. of  Cambria, 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  held  in  Edensbo- 
rough,  April- 1st,,  1834*.       ,•'  v,  '.-"•,       •"•..-'•'  • 

By  Mr.  STEWART,  a  memorial  of  inhabit- 
ants of-  the  county +of  -Fayette,  in  the  State  of. 
Pennsylvania.    ..  ., 

.'  By  Mr..  MILLER,  the  memorial  of  inhabit- 
ants o'f  the  county  of  Adams,  in  the  State 'of 
Pennsylvania:    '  .  '       .  ■  " 

By  Mr.  LAPORTE;  the'  proceedings  of  four 
meetings  of  citizens  of  €he;county  of  Tioga; 
.the  proceedings  of  two  meetings  in  tha  cpiinty 
of  Bedford,  and  of  a  meeting  in  the' county  of 
Susquehannah,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

By  Mr.  BEAUMONT,  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  citizens  of  the  county  of  Luzerne, 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  held.  April  10th, 
1834. ..    ;    -    ■.„■'         '.    "\  '.,    ■   , 

By  the  SPEAKER,  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  delegates  of  citizens  of  the-coun,ty 
of  New  Castle,  in  theState  of  Delaware.   '••' 

By  Mr.  SPEIGHT,  .th.e  proceedings,  of  a 
meeting  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Wake, 
in  the  State  of  North  .Carolina,  held  May  lQih, 
1834.-    ';         ', 

By  Mr.  PATTERSON,  the  proceedings  of  a 
meelin'5  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Har-- 
vey,  in  the  State' of  Ohio,  held. in  Norwalk,  on 
the  24  of  April,  1834.  .      ,,    '       . 

,  By  Mr.  PATTERSON,  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Sene- 
ca, in  the  State  of  Ohio, '  held  in  Tiffin,  April 
7,1834. 

By  Mr.  LOVE,  a  memorial  of  inhabitants  of 
the  county: of  Madison,  in  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky. , 

By  Mr. , LOVE,  a  memorial  of. inhabitants  of 
the  county  of  Garrard,  in  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky.     .  •'  ■.'.'.' 


•  By  Mr.  HARDIN,'  a  memorial  of  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of  .Nelso'n,  in  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky. .  ' 

By  Mr.  VANCE,  a  memorial  of  inhabitant* 
of*  the  county  of,  Clarke,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

By  Mr.  SLOANE,  a  memorial  of  inhabitants 
of  the  county  of'Cugahogai  in  the  State  of 
Ohio, 'with  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting,"  held 
in  Cleveland,  in.said  county. 

By  Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY,  a  memorial  of 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Geanga,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio.    ■  '.        ' 

•  By.  Mr.  PATTERSON,  a  memorial  of  inhab- 
itants of  Vermillion  Township*  in  the  county  of 
Richland,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

By  Mr.  DUNCAN,  a  memorial  of.  inhabit- 
ants of  the  county  of  Morgan,  in  the  State  of 
Illinois,  with  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting,, 
held  April  8,  1954. 

1  Ordered,  that  the  said  memorials  and  proceed- 
rings  jdp- lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McKIM,  presented  a  paper;  signed  by . 
many  of  his  constituents  of  the  Congressional 
District  of  the  State. of  Maryland,  residing  in 
the  first  five  wards  in  the  city  of  Baltinftore, 
instructing  him  to  vote  for  a  restoration  of  the 
public  deposited,  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni'ed 
States,  and  for  the  recharter  of  that  Bank,which 
instructions  were  laid  on  the  table.  . .-• , 

By  Mr.  CORW1N,  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  War- 
den, irt  the  State  of  Ohio,  held  in  Lebairhon, 
March  29,   18o4.  '. 

By. Mr.  R.  MITCHELL,  the. proceedings  of 
a  meeting  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Mus- 
kingum, in  the  State  of.  Ohio,"  held  in  Zanes- 
Ville.  '       .'  .*'..•'  •'»'. 

{  By  Mr.  THOMPSON,  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  inhabitants  of  the- township  of  Fair- 
field,  in  the  county  of  Columbiana,  in  the  State 
yf  Ohi°.  held  April  26,  1834.  .         ' 

By  Mi.  DUNCAN,  the  proceeding  of  a  meet- 
ing of  inhabitants  of  the  county  ot  Morgan,  held 
March  29,  1834. 

Ordered,  that  the  said  memorials  and  proced- 
irigs  do  lie.  on  the  table. 

Mr-  LO YALL.presenfed  a  memorial  of  inhab- 
itants of  the  county  of  Norfolk,  in  the  Slate  of 
Virginia,  in  favor  of  a  restoration- of  the  public 
deposites  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the 
consideration  of  which  memorial  was  postponed 
until  Monday  the  25th  inst. 

Mr.  BELL,  presented  a  memorial  of  inhabit- 
ants of  the  -county  of  Belmont,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  in  favor  bf  a  restoration  of  the  public 
deposits  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the 
consideration  of  which  was  postponed  until 
.Jvlojiday  next,  the  26th  inst.  ..    v 

Mr.  McCARTY,  presented  a  memorial  of  in- 
habitants of  the  county  of  Wayne,  in  the  State 
of  Indiana,  in  favor. of  a  restoration  of  the  pub- 
lic deposites  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States';  . 
the  consideration  of  which  was  postponed  until 
Monday  the  26th  inst. " 

Mr.  PLUMMER,  presented  the  proceedings 
of  a  meeting  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Jones  in  the  State. of  Mississippi,  approving  the 
removal  .of  the  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the 
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United  States;  the  consideration  of  which  was 
postponed  until  Monday  the  26th  inst. 
'  Mr.  PLUMPER,  presented  the  proceedings 
qf  a  meeting  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Pike,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  in  favor  ol  a 
restoration  of  the  public  depositee  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States;  the  consideration  of  which 
was  postponed  until  Monday  the.  26th  inst.. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BEAT TY, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Jthe  Piist 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  mail  route 
to  Monticello,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  which 
now  passed  from.  Monroe  in  Overton  county  j  to 
Jamestown  in  Fentrees'county,  in  the  State"  of 
Tennessee,  Where  it  now  stops,  passing  Abra- 
ham Vanwinkle. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GARLAND, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  an   appropriation   of  public 
land,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  or  money,   for 
the  purpose  of  removing  the  raft  in  the  Bayon 
Pigeon ,  one  of  the  outlets  of  the  Mississippi, 
in  said  States,  and  removing  other  obstructions 
to  the  navigation  of  said  stream. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  KINNARD, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committeeon  Revolution- 
ary Pensions  be  instructed  to  inq'ure  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  allowing  an   increase  of  pension  to 
Obadiah  Turpfn,  of  Boon  county,  Indiana. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  McCARTY, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Claims  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency-  of  com- 
pensating Henry  B.  Brevoot,  for  losses  by  him 
sustained  by  the  3d  and  5th  regiments,  while  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  in   Michigan 
Territory,  in  1815.  -  .     - 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ASHLEY, 
Re$filved,'  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi 
ency  of  providing;  by  law^  for  issuing  a  patent" 
in  the  name  of  Wilson  P.  Hunt,   for  a  tract  of 
land  to  which  he  is  entitled. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  MURPHY, 
Resolved,  That  the  Cqmroit'ec  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  so  amending  the  act  of  the  23d  of  May, 
1828,  entitled  "an  act  for  the  relief  of  purchas- 
ers of  public  lands,  that  have  reverted  for  non- 
payment of  the  purchase  money,''  and  the  act 
amendatory  thereto,   passed  the  9th  of   July, 
1832,  as  to  carry   into  mote  complete  effeefcthe 
relief  contemplated  to  be  given  by  the  said  acts. 
The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communication,  viz: 

New  Yohk,  14th  May,  1S34. 
Dear  Sir, 

My  fellow  citizens  having  recently  elected 
me  to  an  office  which  will  prevent  my  attend- 
ances at  Washington,  I,  therefore,  resign  as  a 
Representative  in  Congress  from  the  State  of 
New  York.  . 

Respectfully,  your  obL  servt. 

.    CORNELIUS  W.  LAWRENCE. 
TothcHon.  Andrew  Stevenson,  Speaker,  &c. 
And. then  the  House  adjourned  until  to-mor- 
row, 11  o'clock,  A   * 


M. 


SENATE. 
Tuesday',  Mat  20th,  1834. 
Mr.  WILKINS  said  he  had  had  in  his  pos- 
session, and  had  desired  to  present  for  several 
days,  a  paper  which  he  would  now  present  to  the . 
Senate,  containing  sundry  resolutions  adopted 
at  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  opposed  to 
secret  societies,  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
aftd  to  the  paper  of  the  Chief  Magistrate,  called 
his  Protest.  As  his  own  (Mr.  W.'s)  sentiments 
did  not  accord  with  those  of  his  immediate  neigh- 
bors, he  would'  consent,  himself  with  simply  pre- 
senting the  paper.  The  language  was  respect- 
ful, and  decorous;  the  resolutions  were  well 
drawn,  and  would  speak  for  themselves;  and  it 
was  his  duty  to  say  to  the  Senate,  that  the  names 
attached  to  the  paper  were  entitled  to  the  very 
high  consideration  of  the -Senate;  and  the  gentle- 
men by  whom  the  resolutions  were  adopted, 
were  men  of  very  high  respectability  and  private 
worth.  He  moved  the  usual  disposition  of  the. 
paper,  which. was  made  accordingly. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  was  somewhat  more 
fortunate  than  his  neighbor  from  Pennsylvania;' 
he  was  charged  w'th'  the  presentation  of  a  paper, 
with  the  sentiments  in  which  he  did  *  most  fully 
concur.  Tins'  paper  recorded  the  proceedings  of  a' 
Whig  meeting  held  in  the  borough  of  Columbia, 
In  the  county  of  Lancaster  and  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania.   Columbia,  it  was  well  known;  is  a  flour- 
ishing town  on  the  Susquehanna  river,  in  a  cen- 
tral part  of  Pennsylvania;  and,' as  the  memorial- 
ists set  forth,  was  generally  interested  in  the 
inland  navigation  of  that  State.    The  communi- 
cation, between   Pittsburg  and  Philadelphia,  by 
canals  and  rail-roads,- brought  this  town 'of  Co-', 
lumbia  in  the  great  line  of  internal  intercourse, 
and  it  was  therefore, interested  much  and  deeply  . 
in  the  trade  of  that  State.     The   memorialists'' 
stated  that  they  were  great  sufferers  under  the  • 
measures  of  the  Executive  Government,  in  the 
want  of  employment,  the  stagnation  of  trade, 
the  depression  "of  prices,  and.  the  entire- loss  of 
confidence  in  the  community  in  which  they  lived. 
He  united  in  the  samVsentiments  as  had  been  ex- 
pressed in  the  paper  just  read,  from  the  anti-ma- 
sons of  Alleghany  county;  they  had  had  enough  of 
the   experiment,  and  were  disposed  to  protest 
against  the  Protest  of  the  President;  they  could 
see  nothing  but  evil  from  the  one;  and  from  the 
other  nothing  bjit  danger  to  the  country.  Among, 
the  resolutions  was  the  following,  which  Mr.  W. 
would  read.  •     '  ■  • 

-  JMr.  W.  read,  the  resolution,  declaring  that  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  had  been  a  prompt  and 
faithful  public  seryant?  that  its  charter  .ought  to 
be  renewed,  with  such  modification  as  the  public 
good  might  require,  and  Congress  should  or- 
dain, &c} 

Observe,  Mr.  W.  said,  they  spoke  of  the  remo- 
moval  of  the.  deposites  a*  a  violation  of  theword 
of  honor  of  the  Government.  Mr.  W.  concurred 
fully  and  entirely  in  this  sentiment, .that  the  law 
had  been,  violated,  Or  rather  that  power  was  .ex- 
ercised in  no  exigency  which  the  law  had  provi- 
ded for;  in  that  reaped  the  rights  and  authority 
of  Congrcss.had  been  invaded,  and  the  chartered 
rights  of  the  bank  itself,  rights'  standing  on  the 
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word  of  honor  of  the  Government,  had  been  vio- 
lated; that  institution  was  every  day  suffering 
a  violation  of  its  rights,  because  it  was  deprived 
of  a  profit  to  which  it  had  a  right  in  law  and 
equity,  the  custody  of  the  public  money.  Mr.  W. 
thought,  therefore,  that  on  the!  day  the  public 
money  was  removed,  and  every  succeeding  day 
while  it  was  withheld,  there  was  a  violation  of 
the  public  faith  of  the  country  toward  that  insti- 
tution. He,  therefore,  agreed  entirely  with  these 
memorialists  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  W.  thought  this  as  fit  an  occasion  as  would 
occur  to  say  a  word  on  the  subject  of  a  motion 
■which  he  had  presented  to  the  Senate  in  the 
latter  part  of  March,  on  granting  leave  to  bring 
ma  bill  to  continue  for  six  years  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  W.  would 
i  ecur  a  moment  to  the  state  of  things  when  he 
made  this  motion.  It  was  in  the  latter  part  of 
March,  when  the  country  had  been  trying-  this 
experiment,,  and  tasting  its  fruits  some  four  or 
five  months;  it  was  at  a  time  when  it  was  admit- 
ted by  all  the  gentlemen  here,  that  there  was  a 
very  great  degree  of  distress  and  embarrassment 
in  the  community;  when,  whatever  was  the 
opinion  as  to  the  cause  of  the  distress,  whether 
it  was  from  the  action  of  the  bank  or  of  the 
Executive,  the  fact  itself  was  too  notorious;  the 
pressure  was  too  severe •?  Mr.  W.  might  say, 
too  extreme,  to  admit  of  any  doubt  of  its  exist- 
ence. At  that  time  no  measure  was  expected 
from  the  Executive  Government  but  to  sanction 
what  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  done, 
and  to  take  from  the  Executive  the  responsibil- 
ity which  he  had  assumed,  and  fix  it  on  Con- 
gress, by  sanctioning  the  measure.  Nothing 
looking  to  relief  had  been  suggested  by  any .  — 
Commerce  was  obstructed,  business  suspended, 
and  memorials  encumbering  the  tables  of  Con- 
gress. As  early  as  that  period,  it  was  divined 
to  be  impossible-,  that  in  the  course  of  the  year 
there  should  not  be  a  falling  off  from  the  reve- 
nues of  the  country*  unless  a  sudden  stop  should 
be  put  to  things,  or  business  should  be  restored 
to  its  ancient  channels. 

In  this  state  of  things,  in  the  latter  part  of 
March,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  prepare  a  bill. 
The  bill  proposed  to  continue  the  bank  for  six 
years;  but  he  thought  that  the  measure  which 
restrained  Congress  from  using  any  other  bank 
should  be  removed,  the  question  being  whether 
the  present  bank  should  not  be  continued  and 
the  deposites  restored  to  it,  till  Congress  could 
make  a  bank  to  suit  its  purpose.  He  thought 
that  if  that  bill  had  passed,  and  had  received  the 
Executive  approbation,  there  would  have  been 
before  this  time,  a  restoration  of  business  and  of 
confidence — not  indeed  a  full  restoration  of  bus- 
iness and  of  confidence,  but  there  would  have 
been  a  prospect  of  it.  He  gave  notice,  that  he 
would  call  up  the  bill  again  on  the  twenty  first 
of  April,  but,,  before  that  time,  the  other  House 
had  taken  an  important  resolution  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  sentiments  of  the  Senate  were  well 
known.  It  was  known  that  a  majority  of  the 
Senate  disapproved  of  the  measure.  The  House 
of  Representatives  had  not  then  committed  its 
opinion  on  the  subject.     He  did  not  knaw  the 


sentiments  of  the  other  House  before  the  2lst 
of  April,  when  it  came  to  a  resolution,  passed 
in  that  House  by  a  large  majority,  declaring 
that  the  present  charter  ought  not  to  be  re- 
newed. 

Whatever  might  be  the  anxiety  of  the  Senate 
to  relieve  the  country,  it  was  obvious  that  the 
Senate  itself  could  do  nothing.  The  power  it 
possessed  was  a  power  of  resistance  to  Execu- 
tive encroachments.  It  was  holding  a  power 
over  Executive  appointments.  These  it  migh 
alter,  but  it  could  not  cure  the  wound  which  the 
national  faith  had  received.  It  could  do  noth- 
ing but  express  its  own  sentiments.  It  would* 
therefore  be  hardly  worth  while  to  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  with  a  proposition  for 
another  charter.  So  long  as  the  other  Mouse 
expressed  an  opposite  opinion  it  would  be  a 
useless  waste  of  time,  and  he  could  not  say 
whether  he  wtmld  call  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  subject  again  or  not;  it  must  depend 
upon  the  sentiment  manifested  elsewhere. 

While  he,  from  day  to  day,,  had  called  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  many  memorials,,  ear- 
nestly soliciting  for  relief  from  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  suffering  citizens,  it  became  him 
and  other  Senators  to  give  their  own  opinion 
on  the  state  of  the  question,  and  to  avail  him- 
self of  the  opportunity  to  state  what  he  thought 
was  the  true  state  of  opinion. 

He  thought  it  was  the  general,  opinion  of  sen- 
sible men,  that  the  experiment  had  failed,  and 
of  all  failures,  this  has  been  the  most  distin- 
guished. He  believed  that  this  was  the  opinion 
of  hundreds  who  ones  believed  that  the  coun- 
try could  get  through  it — the  opinion  of  prac- 
tical men,  who  hoDed  that  it  might  get  through 
it.  But  after  the  expiration  of  eight  month?,,  it 
was  found  to  be  vain  and  hopeless  to  seek  for 
prosperity  under  the  system.  They  saw  that 
the  meddling  with  State  banks,  under  all  the 
succour  and  aid  that  had  been  given  to  it,  it  had 
faied — the  confidence  of  the  country  had  not 
been  restored--the  banks  did  not  possess  the 
confidence  of  the  country;  and  every  man  who 
had  his  eyes  open  must  see  that  the  circulation 
of  the  State  banks  was  no  greater  than  it  was 
befoie,  and  that  it  was  natural  that  their  busi- 
ness and  credit  should  be  conianed  within  a  lo- 
cal circle.  If  any  one  had  a  bill  of  a  State  bank 
he  went  to  get  specie,  and  if  he  had  specie  he 
went  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  get 
bills.  *He  judged  and  judged  righ'.ly,  that  the 
bills  of  the  United  States'  Bank  were  better  than 
specie — they  were  more  convenient  for  trans- 
portation. The  returns  that  had  been  made  to 
the  Senate  showed  that  the  banks  had  enough 
to  do  to  stand  still  and  hold  themselves  up. 

Thus  had  he  spoken  from  the  beginning,  and 
he  desired  it  to  be  known  that  he  had  thus  spo- 
ken, and  shown,  that  the  experiment  on  the 
State  banks  failed  befose  the  20th  of  May,  1834, 
And  now,  what  was  likely  to  be  the  case  be- 
fore the  next  meeting  of  Congress?  Did  any 
man  see  any  likelihood  of  a  revival  in  the  trade 
of  foreign  countries  and  the  revenue?  Did 
gentlemen  sleep  with  regard  to  our  failing  rev- 
enue r    Did  they  expect  that  the  Secretary  of 
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the  Treasury  was  mistaken  in  his  calculation, 
and  that  the  revenue  would  be  more  than  he 
anticipated?  If  they  expected  that  it  be  more, 
they  would  be  sadly  disappointed.  If  the  rev- 
enue of  this  year  did  not  tall  off  more  than  one 
third,  it  would  not  fall  offso  much  as  good  judg- 
es expected  that  it  would.  Such  was  to  be  the 
state  of  business  and  commerce  when  Congress 
should  adjourn. 

He   would  venture   to  say  that  two  thirds  of 
both  Houses  were  now   fully  of  opinion — 1st. 
That  a  National  Bank  was  constitutional ;  2dly, 
that  it  was  indispensiWe.     He   conscientiously 
believed  that  two  thirds  of  the  gentlemen  who 
sat  upon   this  floor,  and  upon  that  of  the  other 
House,  entertained  this  opinion.     And   it  was 
not  paradoxical  to  those   who   knew  the  turn 
that  political  events  sometimes  took — who  knew 
the  present  state  of  things— that  this  should  be 
the  case.     It  was  not,  he  said,  matter  of  para- 
dox,  that  notwithstanding  a  majority  of  both 
Houses  thought  thus,  there  should  yet  be  neither 
a  new  bank  nor  a  rechartering  of  the  old  one. 
He  believed  that  some  of  his  respected   friends 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House,  were  it  not 
for  their  consciousness  that  no  act  for  the  forma- 
tion of  a  new  bank,  or  the  recharter  of  the  pre- 
sent one,  would  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Department  of  the  Government,  would 
▼illingly  vote  for  some  such  measure,  and  would 
feel   a  great  weight  taken  from  their  shoulders 
by  its   being  carried  into  effect.     There  were 
others,  on  the  contrary,   who,  having   taken  a 
constitutional  objection,   would  find  a  mill-stone 
round  their  necks  were  the  Executive  to  recom- 
mend any  thing  of  this  kind.     He  (Mr.  W.)  had 
ia  his  eyes  many  gentlemen  of  this  description. 
He   supposed,   however,   it  might   be  taken  for 
granted  that  the   Executive  was  opposed  to  the 
recharter  of  the  bank,  especially  if  such  a  mea- 
sure were  accompanied,  as  it  ought  to  be,  and 
most  be,  with  a  restoration  of  the  depositee.    He 
believed  also,  that  the  Executive  entertained  the 
same  fixed    principles   in   relation  to  any  bank 
founded   upon  similar    principles.      There  had 
been,  it  was  true,  some  ocular  reservations  upon 
this  point;  if  he  was  not  mistaken  it  had  been 
said  that  a  bank  of  this  kind  might  be  established 
in  the  District  of  Columbia.    He  believed  several 
gentlemen,  although  opposed  to  the  present  bank, 
were  in  favor  of  one  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Now",  as  he  did  not  know,  in  these  extraordinary 
times,  what  a  day  might  bring  forth,   he  would 
take  this  opportunity  of  saying  a  word  with  re- 
gard to  the  establishment  of  a  bank  in  this  dis- 
trict.    If  it  were  proposed  to  establish  such  a 
bank  for  local  purposes,  he  begged  to  say  that 
it  would  be   better  to  look  to  the  recent  failures 
of  local  banks,  before  creating  new  ones ;  if  to 
regulate  the  general  currency,  he  could  inform 
those  gentlemen  who  seemed  to  think  they  could 
thus  get  over,  under,  or  round  the  Constitution, 
that  they  would  find  themselves  mistaken. 

If  it  were  not  constitutional  for  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  to  establish  a  bank  in  any 
State,  it  would  require  sharp  logic  to  show  how 
it  was  constitutional  to  create  one  in  the  Dis- 
trict of   Columbia,    with    power  to   establish 


branches  all  over  the  country.  If  it  were  sup- 
posed that  a  bank  of  this  kind  could  be  estab- 
lished without  branches;  he  begged  to  say  that 
the  difficulties  opposed  to  such  a  course,  were 
insuperable.  They  heard  a  great  deal  about 
banks  upon  some  new  principle;  every  other 
man  we  met,  said  ''there  must  be  a  bank  upon 
some  new  principle."  What  were  these  new 
principles'  They  were  involved  in  mystery, 
and  until  the  time  came  when  they  should  be 
developed,  his  experience  taught  him  to  hold 
fast  to  old  principles  which  he  had  known  and 
proved.  He  had  had  enough  of  one  experi- 
ment, and  did  not  desire  at  present  to  try  ano- 
ther. At  different  periods  of  this  Government, 
individuals  had  introduced  and  advocated  new 
principles,  but  they  were  such  as  he  should  ever 
feel  himself  bound  to  oppose.  What  were 
these  new  principles: — The  power  of  issuing 
redeemable  paper:  the  power  of  circulating 
paper  money.  This  was  one  of  the  new  princi- 
ples, and  he  should  always  oppose  it.  Another 
new  principle  was  that  of  placing  the  bank 
very  much  under  the  control  of  the  Executive; 
subjecting  it  to  the  supervision  of  the  treasury 
and  to  the  action  of  the  Executive,  in  all  its 
great  movements.  Another  new  p-inciple  al- 
lied to  the  preceding,  was  the  suggestion  to 
form  a  bank  on  the  treasury  itself,  and  to  make 
the  Secretary  the  chief  director;  in  short,  to 
make  a  Government  bank  on  the  Government 
funds.  This  he,  (Mr.  W.)  could  tell  gentle- 
men would  be  opposed.  No  bank,  in  fact  would 
receive  the  sanction  of  Congress,  which  did  not 
come  forward  as  a  specie-paying  bank,conduct- 
ing  its  businesj  upon  sound  and  rational  com- 
mercial principles,  and  independent  of  Execu- 
tive control. 

If  ihey  had  not  such  a  bank  as  this,  gentle- 
men might  assure  themselves  they  would  have 
no  bank  at  all;  for  it  would  be  much  better  to 
have  no  bank,  than  to  have  one  on  any  of  these 
principles.  He  would  trouble  the  Senate  with 
very  few  more  words  upon  this  subject.  They 
were  now  far  advanced  in  this  session,  and  the 
state  of  public  opinion  in  this  and  the  other 
House,  and  in  the  executive  mansion  was  well 
known.  He  had  said  before,  this  body  could 
not  control  the  operations  of  Government;  it 
might  check  affirmative  action,  but  it  could  not 
of  itself  carry  through  any  particular  measure. 
The  question  was  then  should  they  go  to  their 
homes  without  affecting  any  thing,  either  pres- 
ent or  prospective  for  the  relief  of  the  country? 
He  remained  of  the  same  opinion  as  that  wihch 
he  had  expressed  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session,  viz:  that  they  were  bound  by  every  con- 
sideration of  duty  to  carry  through  Congress 
some  measure  of  effectual  relief.  This  opinion 
was  founded  upon  the  fact,  that  the  evils  under 
which  the  country  was  now  laboring  proceeded 
from  no  outward  cause;  the  cause  was  purely 
political,  and  Congress  could  remedy  the  evil  in 
a  week — and  were  they  not  bound  to  do  this? — 
were  they — because  for  the  preservation  of  liber- 
ty, this  Government  was  divided  into  parts--to 
be  deprived  of  all  means  of  benefiting  the  coun- 
try upon    this    occasion.      The    consideration, 
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should  they  sepasate  without  relieving  the  coun- 


try, pressed  itself  strongly  upon  those  who  had 
produced  the  existing  state  of  things.     The  Sen- 
ate, (continued  Mr%  W.)  had  not  made  this  dis- 
tress; they  had  not  violated  the  law;  they  had 
not  violated  the  Constitution;  on  the  contrary, 
they  had  resisted  to  the  utmost  of  their. power, 
the  violation  which  had  been  practiced;    they 
had  denounced  it,  and  had  foretold  its  evil   con- 
sequences.   Yes!  they  had  done  this  when  they 
were  smiled  at  as.  prophets  ignorant,  or  prophets 
false;  when  it  was  matter  of  sarcasm  to  speak  of 
distress.     Gentlemen   had  gone  on  in  this  way 
until,  as  had  been  justly  remarked  by  one  of  the 
.Senators  from  Kentucky,  some  of  them  found 
themselves  as  much  distressed  as  other  individu- 
als in  the  community.  .  We,  then,  said  Mr.   W., 
are  not  responsible;  but  it  is  for  those  who  have 
made  this  .change  in  the  prospects  of  the  coun- 
try to  say,  whether  we  shall  go   home  without- 
devising  any'  means  of  relief;  whether  we  shall 
leave  the  present  state  of  things  to  work  out  its 
own' remedy.    As  to  passing  a  law  of  Congress, 
.  to  confirm  the    existing  position    of  affairs',  it 
would  only    be  making-the  distress    perpetual. 
The  more  this  were  done,  the  more  cause  would 
there  be  for  regret  and  lamentation.      He  only 
wished  gentlemen  who  had   the  power,  of   the 
Government  in  their  hands,  to  take  .the  repbnsi- 
■bility  of  an  adjournment.  For  one,  he  was  as 
anxious  to  go  home  as  any  Senator  could  be,  and 
he  should  stay  here  at  as  great  a  sacrifice   of 
convenience  and  inclination'  as  any  one',  but  he 
did.  not  feel  tiimself  at  liberty  to  go  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  'It  was  for  those  wll0>  as  he  said  be- 
fore held  the  power  of  the  countrv>  to  say  wheth- 
er they  had  any  thing  further. to  propose  for   the 
relief  of  the  people.     He  desired  to  leave  the  re- 
sponsibility with  gentlemen;  and  if  they  desired 
him  to  sit  here  during  the  dog  days,    and  until 
they  had   tried  more  fully' their  "experiment/' 
he  was .  willing  to  do    so.      He    wished  them 
to  take  the    responsibility:  they   had  the.  power 
to  relieve  the  conutry,  and  he   had  not.     He 
proposed    therefore  to  leav„-  the  bill      which 
lie    asked  leave    to  introduce,  to  the    govern- 
ment of   events  which  he  could  not  now  fore- 
see.    He  hoped  gentlemen  would  speedily  bring 
forward  some  measure  of  relief;  for  he  repeated, 
that  although  the  existing  distress  might  be  sus- 
ceptible of  some  temporary  alleviation,  he  look- 
ed forward  to  such  a  summer  and  such  an  au- 
tumn, as  had  neve*  yet  been  experienced.      He 
believed  also,  that  there  was  a  deep  conviction 
in  the  community,  that  this  unfortunate,  ill-ad- 
vised and  strange  experiment'of  the  Executive  had 
utterly  failed.     Mr.  W.  then  moved  the-  refer- 
ence of  the  memorial  to  Jthe  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance.   So  ordered.     ..  •'.'•■  \% 

Mr.  BROWN  would  take  this  opportunity 
to  present  the  resolutions  and  proceedings  of  a 
public  meeting  held  In  the  county  of  •  Waitj..N. 
C,  Mr,  Brown  said  he  was 'perfectly  acquain- 
ted with  the  chairman  of  the  meeting,  and  sev- 
eral of  the  other  gentleman;  they  were  of  the 
first-respectability.  The  chairman  had  been 
identified  >"with  all  the  great  struggles  of  the  re- 
publican party,  and  on  all  occasions  had*  been 


I  distinguished  for  his  devotion  to    that  party. 


Among  the  resolutions  adopted  at  the  meeting, 
was  one  approving  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
by'the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  a  measure 
judicious  and.  indispensable,  for  the  purpose  of 
winding  up  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  bahk  from  using, .the  deposites  in  the 
way  of  forcing  it's  recharter^  •  In,  this,   Mr.  B. 
concurred;  and  he  had  heard  it  said,  by  anhon- . 
orable  gentleman  On  this  floor  {his  morning,  that 
by  the  removal  of  the  deposites  the  nationa' 
faith  had  been  violated.     Mr.  B.  had  not  bee' •• 
able  to  bring  his  mind  to  that  conclusion,  bat 
on  the  contrary,  he  believed  there  was  com- 
plete power  in  the  Secretary  to  remove  the  de- 
posites, and  that  the  bank  had  rto  more  right  to 
complain  of  a  violation  of  faith,  thin  when  mo- 
ney was  demanded  of,  and  paid  by,  a  debtor. 
It  was  stated  in  the  bond,'  that  the  Seer  etary 
the  Treasury,  as  the  agent  of  the  Government, 
should,  when  he  thought  proper,-  "remove  the 
deposites.     Mr.  B.,  therefore,  could  see  no  vio- 
lation of  the  faith.     •    .  •    ►  ; 
But  there  was  one  acton  the  part  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  which'  should  estop  those 
vyho  espoused  her  cause;  the  bank,  on  full  de- 
liberation, after  an  examination  of.  the  whole* 
cause,  had  yielded  up  the  deposites;  they  were, 
therefore,  stopped  by  their  own  act"  from  say- 
ing any  thing  abotit  a  violation  of  faith.     But, 
Mr.B.  thought' that  if  the  bank  believed  that  the 
law  required  them  to  keep  the  .deposites,  they 
had' themselves  committed  a  breach  of  trust,  by . 
yielding  them  up  to  what  they  supposed  an  un- 
lawful demand;  and  if  the  Secretary  had  no  le- 
gal  power  to  remove   the  deposites,  the  -bank 
was  bound  to  disobey  him.     The  bank,  having 
the  full  advantageQf  the  ablest-  legal   counsel, 
and  having  withheld   the   pension  fund,   could  • 
not,  in  Mr.  B's.  opinion,  believe  that  the  removal 
of  the  depOsites  was  illegal.           '    . 

It  also  appeared  to  him,  that  those  who  con- 
sidered the 'remo'vii  a  violation  of  the  national 
faith,  so  far  from  fixing  the  charge  on  the  Exec- 
utive of  having  usurped  illegal  and  unconstitu- 
tional powers,  were  themselves  the  advocates  of  ; 
a  usurpation  of  power,  in  claiming  for  the  bank  . 
unlimited  control  over  the  revenue  of  the  United 
States;  for  if  the  Secretary  had  not  power' to  re- 
move the  money,  Congress  had  not;  and  if  they, 
had  done  it,  the  bank  would  then  have  complain; 
ed  of  a  breach  of  faith.    .  .         ..    ' 

We  had  heard  much  about' distress  for  the  last 
five  months,  a.nd,  on  the  one   hand,  the  sordid 
avarice  of  the  American  people  had  been  appeal-    . 
ed  to;  and  on  the  other,  their  fears,    if  gentle-    . 
men  redlly  believed  in  the  existence  of  distress,7, 
it  was  surprising  that  they  had  not  proposed  a 
remedy,  or  had  not  followed  it  up  more  closely. 
Mr.  B.  considered  them  political   doctors^  who 
debatedin  eloquent  language  on  the  nature  and 
danger  of  the  disease,  hut  could  bring  no  reme- 
dy.   The  honorable  gentleman,  from  Massachu- 
setts had  said  that  he  had  not  moved,  the  bill  to 
recharter  the  bank,  on  the  ground  that  the  other 
branch  of  Congress  would  probably  not  co-ope-    : 
rate;  and  then  again'  he  hid  no  doubt  that  two  • 
thuds  of  both  Houses' now  believed  in  the  con- 
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stitutionalily  and  necessity  of  a  bank.  If  such 
were  the  fact,  the  Senator -might  press  forward 
his  proposed  remedy-  but  Mr.  B.  did  not  believe 
it;  he  tfiought  the  conduct  of  the  bank  for  the 
last  six  months  had  greatly  diminished  its  pop- 
ularity. 

The  Senator  had  said  that  a  recharter' of  the 
bank  would'  afford  immediate  relief.  Mr.  B. 
needed  no.  other  arrangement  to  condemn^  the 
bank,  than  the  existence  of  a  power  in  this  in- 
stitution, to  blight  the  hopes  of  the  farmer  and 
planter,  to  bring  distress  arid  ruin  on  the-  Amer- 
ican people,- and.  to  cap  the  climax,  to  reduce 
and  destroy  the  revenue.  Mr.B.  did  not  believe 
in  the  extent  of  the  power  ascribed  to  it;  but  if 
it  Teally  possessed  such  power,  it  was  a  conclu- 
sive argument  against  it.  The  large  majority  of 
those  whom  Mr.  B.  represented,  were  opposed 
to  giving  to  any  institution,  the  power  to.  say 
<  what  their  produce  should  bring  in  the  market,' 
and  to  control  the  price  of  their  cotton  and   to- 

•  bacco. 

Mr.  MANGTJM  stated  that  he  understood 
that  this  memorial  was  got  "up  by  a  meeting  of 
eighteen  gentlemen,  of  the  county  of  Waite, 
.where  the  question  was  agitated  by  a  gentleman 
of  considerable  talent,  who  had  concentrated  in 
.his  speeches  all  that  could  be  collected  from  the 
debates  in  Congress  for  the  last  three  or  four 
years',  and  ail  the  precieux  morceaux  with  which 
he  was  furnished  by  the  official  organ  ofthis  city. 

Mr.  MANGUM  presented  a  memorial  from  a 
number  of  inhabitants  of  Raleigh,  in  North 
Carolina;  remonstrating  against  the  removal  of 
,  the  deDosiies,  and  praying  for]  the  recharter  of 
the  bank,  or  the  adoption  of  such  measures  asv 
might  relieve  the  public  distress,  and  restore  a 
sound  currency.     The  memorial  was,  he  said; 

•  signed  more,  than  four-fifths  of  the  voters  into 
thejown.  He  had  no  idea  that' the  question 
would  be  settled  till  public  opinion  from  withou 

.should-  settle  it — until  the  fact  should  be  ascer- 
tained, that  out  of  a  body  of  four  thousand,  not 
more  than  forty  would  be  found  in -favor  of  the 
.  removal  of  the  deposites..  Hewould  always  be 
opposed  to  any  institution  whi«h  should  have 
the  power  of  controlling  the  prices  of  cotton  and 
tobacco.  The  question  was  now  wearing  out; 
the  last  .hope  of  the  party  was  breaking  up; 'the 
party  was  breaking  up;  and  so  far  from  the  ac- 
tion of  the  last  six  months  contributing*  to  ren- 
der the  institution-unpopular,  it  was  now  more 
popular  than  it  everwa's.  He  met  with  no  man  of 
intelligence  from  the  South,  who  did  not  say  that 
there  was  a  necessity  for  the  establishment 
which  should  regulate  the  currency.  In  the 
South,  whatever  quackery  might  be  played  off", 
the  blow  would  be  felt  less  severely  than  in  any 
other ^jart  of  the  community.  The  country  had 
enjoyed  a  wholesome  currency,  and  prospered 
under  it;  and,  in  the  opinion  of  all  sensible  men, 
the  United  States  Bank  was  sufficient  to  restore 
it.  The  people  around  Us,  said  Mr.  M.,  are  rising' 
en  masse}  and  I  do  think,  that  in  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina  the  people  begin  to  fed  a  deep 
conviction  that  something  is  to  be  done.  Govern- 
ment has  done  more  to  establish  the  bank  than 
all  its  friends  could  hare  done. 


Mr.  BROWN  had  not'  intended  to  say  any 
thing  on  the  present  subject.  How  often  had 
he  heard  it  said  by  the  advocates  of  the  bank,, 
that  the  prices  of  produce  had  been  reduced  by 
the  last  action.  He  must  be  allowed  to  djssent 
from  the  opinion  of  his  colleague.  If  the  bank 
should  be  allowed  to  establish  itself,  he  shoidd 
despair  of  the  liberties  of  the  country- 
He  must  say  that  the  commonwealth  of  N. 
Carolina  would  pursue  "the  even  tenor  of  Ker 
way,"  and  uphold  the  standard  of  republicanism 
notwithstanding  that  it  might  jbeingloriouslyde^ 
serted  elsewhere — even  by  Virginia.-  The  Sta$e 
of  N.  Carolina  looked  to  no  political  examples; 
she  acted  and  thought  for  herself.  If  the  ancient 
commonwealth  of  Virginia  thought  proper  to 
desert  the  man  who  done  more  for  State  Rights 
than  any  other  individual;  who  had  struck  at 
the  internal  improvement,  as- it  was  confessed 
he  had  done;-  who  had  struck  at  the  tariff  as'  was 
also  acknowledged — be  it  so,  he  (Mr.  B.)  trust- 
ed North  Carolina  would  act  otherwise.  As  re- 
garded the  expediency  of  chartering  a  National 
Bank,  he  must  say  that  our  people  was  not  a 
people  who  would  surender  constitutionality  to 
expediency.  They  did  not  value  the  Constitu- 
tion by  dollars  and  centa  No!  they  saw  in 
this  institution  (the  bank)  an  attack  uponvthe 
Constitution'  of  the  United  States;  then  cam.: 
the  American- System,  which  was  another  at- 
tack; he  had -no  doubt  they  were. indebted  to 
the  hank  for  the  exertions  which  had  been 
made  to  introduce  and  perpetuate  the  Amer- 
ican System;  and  he  appealed  to  State  Rights 
men,  how  they  could  give  their  support  to  an ' 
institution  which  had  acted  in  tins  man rei? 

Mr-  WEBSTER  said  he  was  glad  to  find 
that  the  honorable  Senator  from  North  Caroli- 
na (Mr.  Bhown)  was  so  well  sustained  by  his 
State;  for  although  it  could  not  be' affirmed* 
that  Jthe  honorable  Senator  went  "magna  com- 
mitante  caterve,"  neither  could  jt  be  said  that  a 
gentleman  was  without  all  pood  company  who  ' 
hjid  with  him  eighteen  or  twenty  respectable 
associates;  the  number,  however,  was  hardly 
Sufficient  to  uphold  that  standard  which  the 
honorable  Senator  seemed  to  think  Virginia  had 
ingloriously  deserted-^- 

Mr.  BROWN   denied  that  he  had  spwken 
thus  with  regard  to  Virginia. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  quoted  the  precise  woVdi 
used  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  North 
Carolina,  and  continued^ an  appeal  had  been 
madfe  t6  Virginia;  a  very  worthy  gentleman, 
(afcr.  Rives)  not-now  upon  this  floor,  had  va- 
cated his  seat  in  compliance  with  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  but  -with 
the  Confident  expression  of  his  opinion  that-  an 
appeal  to  the  people  would  alter  the  state  of 
affairs.  Well,  all  looked  to  Virginia;  the  ap-. 
peal  was  "made,  tried,  and  decided,  but  decided 
in  a  different  way  from  that  which  was  expec- 
ted by  the  gentleman  to  whom  he  .(Mr.  W.) 
had  alluded.  The  appeal  was  now  going  over 
Virginia  into  North  Carolina,  and  when  autumn, 
came  would  set  all  right. 

But  it  had  been  said  that  Virginia  had  inglo- 
riously deserted  her  ancient  standard — thestan- 
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dard  of  republicanism.  Virginia  needed  node- 
fence  in  this  particular,  or  she  would  instantly 
receive  it  at  abler  hands  than  his  (Mr.  W.'s) 
But  what  had  she  done?  She  had  resisted  Ex- 
ecutive power,  she  had  sought  to  keep  the  rev- 
enue of  the  country  under  the  control  of  the 
legislature.  Had  she  in  this  transgressed  any 
article  in  the  catechism  of  liberty,  or  departed 
from  the  principles  of  republicanism;  She  had 
kept  a  watchful  eye  upon ,  and  sought  to  re- 
strict the  power  of  patronage,  was  that  incon- 
sistent with  republicanism  and  liberty?  But 
the  hon.  Senator  had  given  the  Senate  a  new 
argument  upon  the  subject  of  the  deposites.  He 
said  that  the  bank  had  itself  declared  the  remo- 
val of  the  public  money  to  be  a  legal  procedure, 
because  she  had  given  up  the  muney — that  she 
would  not  hare  given  up  the  money  if  not  le- 
gally demanded.  If,  Mr.  W.  said,  they  had 
had  this  argument  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session  there  was  no  saying  what  impression  it 
might  have  made  upon  the  Senate;  as  however 
it  had  been  so  long  coming  from  one  man's  mind 
he  feared  it  would  be  as  long  sinking  into  the 
minds  of  others. 

The  case  was  simply  this:  the  law  gave 
the  Secretary  power  to  remove  the  money,  im- 
posing upon  him  at  the  same  time  the  duty  of 
exercising  his  own  judgment  as  to  the  justice 
of  the  act,  Secretary  disregarding  his  own 
judgment,  or  having  none  of  his  own,  but, 
acting  as  he  had  himself  allowed,  upon  the  Pre- 
sident's judgment  and  order,  without  any  just 
cause  of  complaint  against  the  bank,  remove  the 
money.  Tne  order  came,  and  the  bank  gave 
up  the  deposites.  Again,  the  gentleman  a-ked 
why,  if  the  opinions  of  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  both  Houses  were  in  favor  of  a  bank, 
some  proposition  to  that  effect  was  not  brought 
forward?  It  was  a  poor  consolation,  he  said,  to 
tell  the  patient  that  he  was  ill,  without  propo- 
sing a  remedy. 

We,  said  Mr.  W.  are  not  doctors,  there  is 
but  one  gentleman  of  the  medical  profession 
among  us,  and  he  is  not  now  in  his  seat;  we  have 
not  been  consulted;  we  have  had  nothing  to  do 
in  the  matter,  but  how  is  it  with  him,  who,  find- 
ing the  patient  well  empericises  upon  him, ruins 
his  health,  makes  experiments  upon  him,  and 
endangers  his  .constitution.  He  (Mr.  W.)  re- 
peated that  he  believed  there  was  a  majority  in 
both  Houses  in  favor  of  a  National  bank.  Then 
why,  said  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  is  a 
National  Bank  not  established?  Simply  said 
Mr.  W.  because  it  is  not  the  policy  of  this  ad- 
ministration to  have  such  a  bank.  There  were 
many  who  in  their  consciences  were  against  the 
present  experiment,  but  who  nevertheless 
thought  the  experiment  must  go  on  only  because 
the  mkn  who  fixed  the  policy  of  this  govern- 
ment, and  "whose  determination  nothing  could 
alter,"  had  so  willed  it. 

There  was  another  new  view  of  the  Senator 
from  N.  Carolina.  The  bank  was  now  charged 
with  a  kind  of  guilt  which  he  (Mr.  W.)  had 
never  before  heard  ascribed  to  that  institution. 
The  honorable  Senator  had  now  discovered,  that 


and  the  revenue  of  the  country.  Here  was  a 
useful  agent,  upon  which  the  Executive  had 
made  an  attack,  and  thus  produced  much  suffer- 
ing in  the  community;  (more  than  had  been  in- 
flicted upon  the  bank  itselfg  and  now  this  use- 
ful agent  was  blamed  for  the  consequences  re- 
sulting from  the  injury  which  had  been  inflicted 
upon  it,  and  the  Senate  was  told  that  it  ought 
to  be  destroyed  because  an  attack  made  upon  it 
produced  distress  and  derangement  of  the  con- 
cerns of  the  country.  What,  continued  Mr.  W. 
had  the  bank  done?  It  stood  still;  said  little;  and 
did  nothing!  Its  charter  was  about  to  expire, 
and  it  consequently  called  in  its  debts,  slowly, 
much  too  slowly,  in  his  opinion  for  its  own  good, 
and  the  ultimate  interest  of  the  people.  This  was 
a  second  edition  of  the  old  fable  of  the  wolf  and 
the  lamb.  The  lamb  was  not  born  at  the  time 
the  alleged  offence  was-committed  against  the 
wolf;  no  matter,  it  was  some  of  the  lamb's  an- 
cestors, so  the  wolf  sprung  upon  his  victim  and 
devoured  him. 

You  migh  just  as  well  say,  cotinued  Mr. 
Webster,  that  inasmuch  as  ships  are  essential 
to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  we  should 
therefore  destroy  the  ships;  there  was  nothing 
capable  of  exerting  so  much  control  over  the  re- 
venue. The  merchants  too,  had  the  power  of 
controlling  the  revenue  ;they  could  increase  or  re- 
duce it;  and  they,  therefore,  ought  to  be  hung 
up  under  the  second  section,  if  it  was  inconsist- 
ent with  freedom  that  these  men  should  have  so 
much  control.  This  was  the  argument,  that 
whatever  was  essential  to  the  country,  was  ob- 
noxious, because  of  its  power. 

Mr.  W.  was  not  about  to  discuss  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  the   bank;  but   he  would  say,  let 
it  be  tried;  let  an   investigation  be  made;  there 
was  a  jury,  let  them  be  empannelled  before  the 
tribunals;  there  was  law,  let  the  bank  be  tried. 
But  Mr.  W.  agreed  entirely  with  the  other  Sena- 
tor from  North   Carolina  (Mr.  Mangum)  that  so 
far  from  recent  transactions  and   circumstances 
in   the  country  having  been  unfavorable  to  the 
bank,  their  tendency  had  been  all  the  other  way; 
and  he  thought  the   people  now   felt  sorely  that 
the  twenty-four   States   could   not  regulate  the 
currency  of  the   country;  that   they  could  not 
manage  the  internal   trade,  or  the  business  of 
exchanges.     In  one  of  the  denunciations  which 
had  been  reported   to  have  been  made  against 
various  classes  of  people,  the  brokers   had  been 
placed  foremost;  and  yet  the   kingdom  of  bro- 
kers had  come  upon  us;  it  had  been  spoken  into 
being  by  the  erroneous  rates  of  exchange.     Com- 
pare the  state  of  things  now,  with  what  it  was  in 
October  last,  and  see  the  result.     Could  a  man 
now  cross  a  State   line  with  the  money  of  an- 
other State?     Could  he  get  it  exchanged  without 
an  enormous  premium?     It  could   be   done  no- 
where.    There  was  no   common  medium,  and 
specie,  the  hard  money  used  to  supply  its  place, 
made  its  progress,  first  from  Philadelphia  to  Bal- 
timore and  then  to  Washington;  and  then  it  was 
bid  to  march  back  again  to  Baltimore  and  Phila- 
delpha;  it  went  from  deposite  bank  to  deposite 
bank,  at  whose  cost  we  did  not  know  now;  though 


the  bank  was  the  cause  of  the  loss  of  commerce,  Mr.  W.  hoped  we  should  know  hereafter.    The 
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derangement  in  the  exchanges,  and  the  high  pre- 
mium, was  a  matter  felt  by  every  man,  in  the 
commits  diminution  of  the  profits  of  his  indus- 
try. That  alone  was  enough  to  produce  the  con- 
viction that  an  institution  to  regulate  the  curren- 
cy of  the  country  was  indispensable. 

Mr.  BROWN  said,  the  Senator  (Mr.  Web- 
ster) had  commenced  his  remarks  by  saying 
that  there  were  not  more  than  eighteen  or 
twenty  at  the  meeting  to  support  the  standard 
of  the  administration  in  North  Carolina.  Mr. 
B.  knew  the  chairman  of  the  meeting  was  ex- 
celled by  no  one  in  veractity,  and  yet  he  had 
said  that  the  meeting  was  large  and  respecta- 
ble, which  Mr.  B.  thought  better  evidence  than 
the  conjecture  of  his  colleague. 

The  Senator  had  also  said,  that  one  of  Mr. 
B's  arguments  had  at  least  the  merit  of  novel- 
ty; but  Mr.  B.  had  heard  no  new  arguments 
from  him  (Mr.  W.)  They  had  all  been  often 
repeated  here,  and  had  met  their  refutation. — 
But  then  the  bank  had  the  miraculous  power 
of  conferring  high  intellect  on  all  who  espoused 
its  cause. 

But  the  argument  that  the  bank  was  estop- 
ped by  yielding  the  deposites  was  not  new  with 
Mr.  B.,  he  had  heard  it  before,  and  it  had  not 
been  answered. 

The  Senator  had  noticed  the  appeal  to  the 
State  of  Virginia.  Mr.  B.  thought  certain  poli- 
ticians of  the  old  Virginia  school  would  consider 
it  rather  doubtful  evidence  of  their  orthodoxy, 
that  they  found  an  advocate  in  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts. 

The  memorial  was  now  referred,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

REPORTS. 
Mr.  MOORE,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  reported  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
John  Taylor,  deceased . 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Fran- 
cis Nash,  deceased. 

Mr.  LINN  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Wilson. 

SPECIAL  ORDER— PENSION  AGENCY. 
Mr.  KANE  having  the  floor,  observed,  tha 
as  the  hour  was  late,  he  moved  to  postpone  the 
special  order  until  to-morrow ;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Cherokee  nation,  signed  by  their  principal  Chief 
and  other  delegates,  complaining  that,  notwith- 
standing the  faith  of  treaties,  the  obligations  of 
the  laws,  and  the  solemn  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  in  their  favor, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  has  not  only 
refused  to  protect  them  against  the  oppressions 
of  the  State  of  Georgia,  but  is  exerting  his  pow- 
er on  the  side  of  their  oppressors,  and  co-opera- 
ting with  them  in  the  work  of  destruction.  They 
represent  that,  under  these  laws  and  treaties,  in 
times  past,  they  were  protected  by  the  Executive 
power  of  the  United  States  ;  that,  happy  under 
the  parental  guardianship  of  this  Government, 
they  applied  themselves  assiduously  and  success- 
fully to  learn  the  lessons  of  civilization  and  peace, 
which,  in  the  prosecution  of  a  humane  and  chris- 


tian  policy,   the   United   States    caused   to   be 
taught  them  ;  that  whilst  piotection  was  extend- 
ed to  them   against  cupidity,  they  could,  with 
pride  and  satisfaction,  and  with  grateful  hearts  to 
their  instructors,  point  us  to  the  houses  they  had 
built,  the  improvements  they  had  made,  the  fields 
they  were  cultivating,  and  show,  by  their  domes- 
tic establishments,  how,  from  wandering  in  the 
forests,  many  of  them  had  become  the  heads  of 
families,  with  fixed  habitations,  each  the  centre 
of  a  domestic  circle,  like  that  which  forms  the 
happiness  of  civilized  man.     They  say  that  hu- 
man knowledge  and  letters  had  been  introduced 
amongst  them,  and  that  the  highest  of  all  know- 
ledge had  come  to  bless  them  ;  teaching  them 
to  know  and  to  worship  the   Christian's   God, 
bowing  down  to  Him  at  the  same  seasons,  and  in 
the  same  spirit,  with  the  millions  of  his  creatures 
who  inhabit  Christendom,  and  with  them  embra- 
cing the  hopes  and  piomises  of  the  Gospel.  But 
now  they  represent  that'each  of  these  blessings 
has  been  made  to  them  an  instrument  of  the 
keenest  torture ;  that   cupidity  has  fastened  its 
eye  upon   their  lands  and  their  homes,   and  is 
seeking  by  force,  and  by  every  variety  of  oppres- 
sion and  wrong,  to  expel  them  from  their  firesides, 
and  to  tear  them  from  all  that  has  become  endear- 
ed to  them .     They  say,  that,  to  give  a  detail  of 
their  sufferings,  would  make  a  history. 

The  memorial  further  complains  that  the  an- 
nuities secured  by  treaty  for  the  Cherokees,  has 
been  virtually  withheld  in  consequence  of  the 
Executive  construction  of  the  laws  ;  and  it  asks 
of  Congress  redress  for  this  grievance,  by  direct- 
ing that  those  annuities  shall  be  paid  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  and  the  expressed 
wishes  of  the  Cherokee  people.  On  this  sub- 
ject, said  Mr.  C,  I  forbear  all  comment  at  this 
time.  My  business  with  it  now  is,  to  cause  the 
proper  disposition  to.be  made  of  the  paper.  It 
is  accompanied  by  numerous  documents,  show- 
ing the  whole  correspondence  of  these  delegates 
of  this  dependent  people,  now  seeking  our  pro- 
tection, with  the  Chief  Executive  and  the  De- 
partment of  War.  I  move  that  it  be  printed 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
^Mr.  FORSYTH  hoped  the  reference  would 
not  take  place  without  consideration.  These 
people  made  complaints  against  the  President 
of  the  United  States  and  other  portions  of  the 
Government.  They  represented  themselves 
as  an  independent  government;  and  measures 
for  redress,  in  such  cases,  ought  to  originate 
with  ourselves,  and  not  with  those  foreigners. 
He  would  like  to  know  what  authority  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Delaware  had  for  repre- 
senting these  people  as  an  independent  nation? 
Mr.  CLAYTON  said,  the  paper  had  been 
handed  to  him  by  a  person  in  whom  he  had  all 
confidence,  and  who  had  so  represented  them. 
They  represented  themselves  as  people  under 
the  protection  of  the  United  States,  and  they 
had  not  been  protected;  and  they  asked  pro- 
tection. The  subject  of  their  annuity  being 
withheld  was  a  proper  subject  for  legislation; 
and  if  the  people  had  been  injured,  they  could 
only  look  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  FORSYTH  objected,  on  the  ground  that 
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the  people  represented  themselves  in  a  charac- 
ter in  which  they  ought  not  to  be  seen.  The 
memorial  came,.,  he  supposed,  from  John  Ross; 
and  he  wanted  to  know  how  anyone  represent- 
ing himself  as*  the  head  "of  any  people  on  the 


Government  of 'the  United  States  ,•  through  the 
Senate.  Suppose  sbme  petty  chief  of  Spanish 
America^  or  of  Europe,  were  to  present -such 
a  paper,  there  would  be  but.one  sentiment— r 
indignation,-felt  at  his  impudent  audacity.  And 
here  wasjthe  head  of  the  Cherokee  tribe  come 
t©  beard  the  Government,  if  they  'had  repre- 
sented themselves,  as  subjects  they  would  b,e 
heard;  hut  thus  represented,  the  Senate  could 
hot  receive  their. memorial.  He  would  ask  for 
the  ayes  and  nays-  on  the  question.. 

Mr;  F.  called  for  the  ayes  and  nays  -on  the 
subject.  .      .  ;  ' 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  the  questidn  was  as  to  whe- 
ther the  memorial  should  be  received.  By  the 
Constitution  of  the  United;  States,  the  inter- 
course with  the  Indian  tribes  was  confided  to 
Congress;  by  treaties  with  those  tribes  annui- 
ties were  agreed  to  be'  paid  them,  and  appro- 
priations had  been  made  for  that  .purpose.  Con- 
gress nad-the  control  then  of  this  money,  and 
had'  a  right  t<V  see  that  it  was  correctly  paid. 
We|J,  iheSe  Indians  came  here  and  said  that  the 
money  had  not  been  paid  according  to  law; 
they  presented  a  petition  hich  the  fio^cand- 
thje  Seaator  firam  Georgia-objected  to  receive;' 
and  the  ground  of  the  honorable  Senator's  ob^ 
jection    was,  that  they  were  a  foreign  nation. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said  they  represented  them- 
selves as  such.  . 
>  Mr.  CLAY  said  •  it  did.  not  matter  what  the 
petitioners  said  they  were.  Their  connexion 
with  tis'<was  well  known.  The  laws,  of  the  U*., 
States  did  not  treat  them  as  a  foreign  power, 
but  as.  a  people  ■  subordinate-  to  the  U.  States, 
to.a  certain  extent.  The  Supreme  Court  had 
declared  them  to  be  a  domestic  nation;  and 
under  these  circumstances,  could  there.be  any. 
doubt  that  Congress  had  %  right  to  see  that  the 
money  granted  to  them  by  law  had  been  pro- 
perly  applied'  There  Was  but  one  ground  upon 
■which  the  objection  of  the  Senator  from  Geor- 
gia could  be  maintained,  and  that  was*  that  the. 
President,  having  taken' the  control  ove*r  the' 
treasury,  had  a  right  to  apply  the,  publie  mo- 
ney as  he  pleased,  without  the  supervision  of 
Congress.  If  the"  President  could  do  this,  then 
the  Senate  might  be  said  to  have.no  right  to 
interfere  in  the  present  case.  Mr.  C./sa'fd  he 
should  not  go  into  the  general  question  of  the 
horrible  grievance  which  had  been  inflicted  up- 
on the  Indians,  by  that  arbitrary  policy  which 
trampled  upon  treaties  and  the  faith  of  the 
nation;  but  he  did  hope  that  the  Senate  would 
not  consent  to  close  its  doofs  against  the  hum- 
ble petition  presented  by  these  poor  Indians, 
in  relation  to  an  abuse  whichhad  beeft  practis- 
ed upon  them  by  another  branch  of  the  Go- 
vernment 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  made  a  few  remarks  Upon 
the  same  side,  and  was  briefly  replied  to  by  Mr. 
'FoRsrrH.     '•. '         .  *•  .•    * 


Mr.  BIBB  thetf  said,  that  as  the  yeas  and  nays 
had'  been  called  for  upon  this  question,  he 
should  take-the  liberty  of  saying  a  few  words 
upon-it»  He  thought  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Georgia  had  suffered  his  feelings  to  carry 


globe,  could   make  a  complaint   against  the   him  away  from  the  true  point  at  issuer    Unless 


the  treaties  which  the'  United.  States  had  enter- 
ed into  With  these  Indians  were' to  be  disregard- 
ed, he  (Mr.  Br)  thought  that  the  Senate  could    . 
not   possibly  refuse  to 'receive   the  petition. 
[Mr.  Bibb  here'-  read  an  extract  from  one  of  the 
.treaties,  showing  that,  the*  Indians  had  plaped 
thefnselves  under  the  protection  of  the  Govern-  . 
ment  ,."and*that  the  Government  had  agreed  to  « 
.extend  protection  to  them.]    'Now,  without  go- 
ing into  a  discussion  as  to  the  real  character  of 
these  people  he  should  vote,  for  the  •reception 
of  thep'etition,/on  the  ground,  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  had  taken  the  peti- 
tioners 'under  its  protection.     He  felt  as  much 
bound  to  receive  the  remonstrances*  and  com-  ' 
plaints  of  these  Indians,  as  he  did  to  receive 
-those  of  any  number  of  the  citizens  *>f  the 
Ujiite'd  States.  ,  •  ■■..''.'.. 

Mr.  Bl  said,  he  went  on  the  g^puad,  that  Con^ 
gress  should  hear  their  coinplaiiits,  and  do  them 
justice*  and  if 'the  Cherokees  thought  injustice 
had  been; done  them,  Congress  was  bound,  at  ■ 
'least'/to  hear  their  complaints-     '' 

•  Mr.  FRELJNGHUYSEN  said,  there  was  one- 
view,  of  the  subject,  'on-  which  he  thought  it 
twould  be  the  pleasure  of  the*  Senate  to  receive*- 
this  petition!    .  By  a  treaty  with  the  Cherokees, 
the  United- States  had -bound  themselves  topay  • 
them  an  annuity  of  $6,000.     At  the  suggestion.- 
of  the  President,  the  annuity,  which  had  hereto 
fore  been  paid  to  the  chiefs  of  the  nation",  for 
hem  to  distribute  as  they  might  think  best,  had 
been  paid  in  a  different' manner.      About  five 
years  ago  this  change  had  -been  made,  and  the 
War  r3epar tmeut  had  ordered  the  annuity  to  b  e 
distributed  among  the  individuals  of  the  nation,  • 
and  from  the  altered  state  of  the  people  itha'd 
been  impossible  thus  to  carry  the  benefit  to  the 
whole  nation.      They  how  asked,  the  interposi- 
tion of  Congress,  to  alter  this  mode-,  hut  this 
called  for  the  agitation   of.  ho   inflammatory 
question;  they  thought  it  better  to  pay  the  chiefs 
of  the  nation,  than  insulated  individuals.      Mr. 
F.  remembered  that  an  amendment  of  this  im- 
port had  been  .proposed  to  the  bill 'before  the 
other  House,  and  he  trusted  thajit  would  yet 
he  carried,  so  as' to   pay  the  money,  either  to- 
the  chiefs,  or  the  head  council  of  the  nation.     * 
Now,  when  the  Executive  was  pursuing*  course 
on  this  subject,  unpleasing  to  them,  could. they 
not  respectfully  ask,Congress,'that  such  a  mode 
might  be  adopted,  as  would  be  beneficial  to- the  * 
nation  at  large?     Where  was  the  use  of  any  in- 
dignation  of  feeling  on  the  subject?      Why 
should  they  be  called  audacious  Cherokees.        * 
Mr.  F.  objected  to  this  use  of  the  term;  the 
history  of  their  wrongs  would  better  authorise 
theapeHationof  injured  Cherokees'.   tMr-F.  did 
not  see  the*  evidence  of  their  insolence-  they  hadv 
come  here  with  a  statement  of  their  wrongs,  and 
the  gentleman'  from  Ge6rgia  might  be  assured, 
that  if  the  bank' had  been  worn  threadbare,  this    ' 
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was  however  a  new  subject,  and  nevenvould  be 
threadbare;  it  was  interwoven  with  the  character 
and   repntation  of  the   people  of  the  United 
States-     When   the  .Indian  Bill  was  under  dis- 
c'ussio'n,Georgia  declared  that  she  intended  to  do 
them  bo  wrong,  but  merely  to  bring  them  under 
%  the  State  authority.-     But  it  was  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  see  whether  they  had  "been  wronged, 
and  the  last  mode  which  the*  American  people 
would  think   of  to  sustain  the  public  honor, 
would  be  for  Congress  to  shut  their  doors  a- 
gainst  their  complaints..      The'  Senator   from 
Georgia,  representing  a  State  which  had  crushed 
them  as  a  nation,  was  now  endeavoring  to  shut 
them  out,  because  they  represented  themselves 
as  the  Cherokee  nation.   .  They  had  been  here- 
tofore denied  this  title;  they  had  been  called  poor 
'devils;'  and  now,  because  they  called  themselves 
a  nation,  Congress  were  to  shut  their  ears  against 
them.     Mr. .P.  would  let -them  call  themselves 
the  Cherokee  nation;  it  was  iill  that  was  left 
them;  Georgia  had  stripped  them  of  every  thing 
else;  and  could  the  Senate  answer  it  to  the  fame 
and  honor  of  the  country,  that  because  they,  had 
called  themselves  by  a  title  which  had  b^erv given 
them  in  a  series  of  treaties,  ratified  with!  them  by 
Washington,  and  his  distinguished  successors. 
and  considered  sacred,  that  the  Senate  should 
shut  its  doors-'against  Ihem,  because  they  had 
presented  a' petition  under,  this  title^  thus  con- 
firmed, and  that,  too,  when  from  this  same  na- 
tion the  Government,  for. a  mess ,  of  pottage,  had 
obtained  no  less  than  two  or  three  hundied  mil- 
lions of  acres  of  their  land^  . 

Mr'.  CLAYTON  would  ask  the  Senate  to 
bear  witness,  that  wheri  he  presented  the  me 
mortal,'  so  far  was  be  from  attempting  to  produce 
.  agitation,  that  he  had  gone  no  farther. than  to 
•make  a  very  brief  statement  of  the  contents, of 
the  memorial,  and  to  move,  its  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  which  was  the 
usual  'course.  ./Yet  the  Scnatbr  from  Georgia 
had  represented  it  as  a  new^ubject  of  agitation. 
If  the  Senator  from  Georgia  had  known  the  cir- 
cumstances, he  would .  be  ashamed  of  what  he 
had  said.  [Mr.  Forsyth  said  he  had  made  no 
direct  personal  allusion  to  .the  gentleman  ;  the 
desire  to  agitate  came  from  without]  Mr.  Ci 
demanded  it  as  a  matter  of  justice,  that  the  Sen- 
ate should  look  at  the  fact  proved  by«the  docu- 
ments, that  the  annuities  were  Withheld.  Gen- 
tlemen contended  that  thie  construction  of  the 
■law  wa's  the  trne  one,  that  the  Executive  was 
bound  to  pay  the Cherokees  individually.  '  Even 
granting  that  this  was  the  true  construction^  had 
not  the  Cherokees  the  right  to  ask  Congress  to 
pass  a  new  Jaw  on  the  subje.cjt,  that  the  pension 
should  be  paid  over  to  the  heads  of  the  nation? 
So  far  from  arraigning  the.  Executive,,  the  petition 
went  on  the  supposition,  that  the  Executive,  hav- 
ing put  the  improper  construction  on  the  law,  Con- 
press  Ought  to  pass  a  new  law.  Was  this  request 
unreasonable?  These  persorfs  had  a  right  to 
their  annuities,  which,  paid  in  this  manaer,  was 
of  no  use  to  them.  .  An  individual  must  now  of- 
ten go  fifty  mires  to  get  an  annuity  of  50  cents; 
and  they  invoked  the  aid  of  Congress  to  give 
them  their  annuities,  as  the  Jaw  was  formerly 


supposed  to  indicate.  Mr.  Clayton  noticed 
an  instance  in  which  the  delegation  from  the 
Cherokee  nation,  had  been  told  that  their  ex- 
penses would  be  paid  at  •  Washington,  by  the 
Executive.  This  indicated  that  the  Executive 
exercised  the  whole  power  of.  paying  the  an- 
nuities as  he  pleased;  Under  these  circum- 
stances, was  it  not  proper  that  Congress  should 
say  how  the  annuities  should  be  paid.  Mr.  C. 
professed  not  to  underatand  tbe  morali'y  of  the 
Government  in  its  treatment  of  the  Indian 
tribes  ;  but  if  such  a  tribe  was  to  be  considered 
as  a  foreign  power,  this  would  be  considered, 
in  its  direct  effect,  to  bribe  the  ministers  of  a 
foreign  power.  The  Senator  from  Georgia 
had  contended  that  they  were  not  a  foreign  na- 
tion ;  but  when  the  Indians  mpmorialized  Con- 
gress, Mr.  C.  hoped- they  would  be  permitted 
to  do  so  j  he  would  regret  if  their  petition 
should  be  refused  admittance,  and  if  the  In- 
dians should  hear  that  they  were  never  to  be 
permitted  to  ask  relief.  Be  trusted  that  it 
would  be  rreeived  and  referred . 

Mr.  FORSYTH  replied,  that  the  'gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  was  mistaken  inpoint  of  fact; 
the  laws  of  Geo.  had  not  been  extended  over  the 
tribe.     As.  to  the  fact  that  they  were  not  present- 
ing themselves  as  a  Foreign  Government,  they 
came  here  as  the  Cherokee  nation;  and  what 
was  a  Foreign   Government,  he  would  inquire? 
This  was  an. independent  .Government,  or  they 
represented    themselves    to   be    so,    appealing 
against  the  Executive — they  were  appealing  to 
one  branch  of  the  Government  against  another. 
This  very  subject  had  been  in  discussion  here 
for  two  years — there  was  no  refusal,  and  there 
could"be  nd  refusal  to  do  them  justice,  and  hon- 
orable gentleman  could  possess  themselves  of 
every  thing  which  could  give  them  information 
in  relation  to  this  subject,  by  the  usual  proceed- 
ing of  resolution*  calling  on  the  'Department  of 
War.    He  objected   to  having  an   independent 
member  of  this  Union,  which  he  had  the  honor  of" 
representing  in  part,   thus  arraigned   before  the 
Congress  of  the   United  States  by  an   insolent 
Cherokee.     Attempts  like  this  had  been  made 
twice  beibre.  One  of  which  he,  Mr.  F.  recollect-  ' 
ed  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  when   he 
was  a  member  of  that  body.     The  House  refus- 
ed to  receive  the    complaint;  and,  afterwards, 
when   the   political  character  which   the  com- 
plainants had  assumed  was  dropped,  their  rep- 
resentations were  heard,  and  justice  was  done  to 
them;  as  the  nature  of  their  case  seemed  to  re- 
quire.    This .  could  be  done  here.     He  moved 
that  the  paper  be'not  received. 
£.Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  said,  if  the  Cher- 
okees were  an  independent  government,  then 
there  might  be  some  weight  in  what  the  gentle- 
rnan  frdrn  Georgia  had  said;  but  when  they  were 
dependent,  how  could  gentlemen  object  to  re- 
ceive  a  petition   from   the  head   of  .the  nation. 
Why  did  the  constituents  of  Senators  apply  there? 
because  they  were_  dependant  on  the  action  of 
Congress.     It  was  falicious  to  argue  that  they 
had  no-right  to  come  forward  as  arr  independent 
nation.      What  they  said   was  the  simple  truth. 
To  refuse  to  receive  a  memorial  from  people  who 
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put  themselves  under  the  protection  of  the  Go 
vernment  was  a  monstrous  political  absurdity. 

Mr,  HENDRICKS  would  receive  the  memo- 
rial but  he  objected  against  it.  There  was  more 
difficulty  in  shielding  the  Indians  from  the  dis- 
honesty of  their  own  chiefs,  and  the  agents,  than 
from  any  action  of  the  Government.  It  would 
be  better,  if  the  chiefs  were  honest,  to  pay  the 
money  to  them  ;  but  by  that  means,  the  people 
sometimes  never  got  it.  There  was  a  regula- 
tion made  five  years  ago,  in  the  department,  as 
to  the  mode  of  paying  the  money  to  the  Indians, 
of  which,  a  number  of  people  combined  with  the 
chief  took  advantage,  and  defrauded  the  people 
of  their  money.  He  thought  it  better  to  pay  it 
to  each  head  of  a  family.  It  was  found  (hat 
they  durst  not  take  it  for  fear  of  the  chiefs,  who 
insisted  upon  a  right  to  receive  the  money.  By 
this  means  the  people  were  kept  long  out  of  their 
money,  and  sometimes  cheated  out  cf  the  half 
of  it,  or  perhaps  the  whole. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  Mr  FOR- 
SYTH'S motion,  that  the  paper  be  not  received, 
and  decided  in  the  negative,  by  the  following 
vote.  s 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Hen- 
dricks, Hill,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  Linn,  Mc- 
Kean,  Mangum,  Naudain,  Prentiss,  Preston 
Robbins,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Silsbee,  Smith 
Sprague,  Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Web- 
ster— 30. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Benton,  Forsyth,  White— 3. 

Mr.  TIPTON  expressed  his  opinion,  that  if 
the  three  thousand  dollars  demanded  upon  this 
occasion,  were  paid  to  the  Chiefs  who  were  now 
"here  to  demand  it,  the  whole  would  be  kept  by 
them,  under  the  plea  of  payment  for  their  ex- 
penses. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  felt  surpised  that  the  Sena- 
atorfrom  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Fhelinghuysett,) 
should  have  said  that  these  Indians  were  not  an 
independent  nation.  They  had  brought  these 
claims  to  be  considered  as  a  separate  nation, 
expressly  before  the  Supreme  Court;  that  court 
had  not,  it  was  true,  sanctioned  their  claim,  but 
the  second  court  had  decided  in  their  favor,  and 
they  now  every  where  maintained  that  their 
rights  in  this  respect  had  been  recognized.  He 
(Mr.  F.)  had  thought  that  the  Senator  from  N. 
Jersey  had  always  been  of  opinion  that  they 
were  a  separate  nation.  He  would  ask  that 
Senator  now,  if  it  would  be  possible  to  pass  a 
bill  doing  equal  justice  to  these  Indians  and  the 
citizens  of  Georgia.  Would  the  former  not  de- 
ciare  themselves  to  be  beyond  the  jurisdiction 
ot  this  Government  They  could  not  be  touch- 
ed either  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  or  by 
those  of  the  State  of  Georgia;  they  said  they 
were  above  them,  and  yet  they  came  here  and 
demanded  that  the  Senate  should  interfere  be- 
tween them  and  the  President.  He  (Mr.  F  ) 
had  no  objection  to  their  case  being  heard;  he 
had  no  objection  even  to  go  over  all  the  old 
ground  again;  and  to  take  up  the  decision  of 
the  oupreme  Court;  to  go  into  a  minute  analy- 
sis of  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  (although 
he  must  say  that  the  State  of  Georgia  had  com: 


mitted  no  injustice  towards  them. )  He  had  no 
objection  to  do  all  this,  but  he  repeated  that  he 
did  object  to  the  reception  of  a  paper  from  per* 
sons  of  this  kind,  calling  upon  one  branch  of  this 
Government  to  interfere  with  the  proceedings 
of  another  branch. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  read  a  part  of  the  memorial 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  petitioners 
did  not  consider  themselves  a  foreign  nation. 
With  regard  to  the  observations  of  the  Senator 
from  Indiana,  he  (Mr.  C.)  would  say,  that  he 
thought  there  was  less  danger  of  the  Indians 
being  cheated  by  their  own  Chiefs  than  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  The  honor- 
able Senator  had  related  an  anecdote;  he  (Mr. 
C.)  begged  to  ask  what  tribe  the  Chiefs  belong- 
ed to  who  had  acted  in  the  way  the  hon.  Sena- 
tor had  described. 

Mr.  TIPTON  mentioned  the  name  of  the 
tribe,  but  it  was  not  heard  in  the  gallery. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  that  was  a  wild  and  sa- 
vage tribe,  whilst  every  one  who  knew  any 
thing  of  the  matter,  would  allow  that  the  Che- 
rokees  were  rapidly  advancing  towards  a  state 
of  perfect  cirilization.  With  regard  to  John 
Ross,  he  had  seen  that  individual  upon  two  oc- 
casions, and  had  been  much  pleased  with  his 
mild  and  unassuming  manners.  He  had  never 
heard  any  thing  against  his  character.  The 
treaties  declared  that  the  money  granted  to 
those  Indians  by  the  law,  should  be  paid  to  the 
chiefs  of  the  nation;  but  the  Government  had 
hitherto,  in  defiance  of  those  treaties,  adopted 
I  a  different  mode  of  payment,  and  the  conse- 
quence had  been  great  loss'and  inconvenience. 
The  Cherokees  had  appointed  their  chiefs  to 
receive  the  money,  and  the  Government  had 
nothing  to  do  with  any  other  question. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said— "strike,  but  hear!" 
had,  upon  one  occasion,  been  the  expression  of 
patient  endurance  to  arbitrary  power..  He 
thought  this  expression  would  apply  well  in 
the  present  case.  Mr.  W.  then  wenton  to  argue 
in  favor  of  the  reception  of  the  petition.  Did 
these  people,  he  said,  represent  them 
selves  as  an  independent  nation?  Certainly  not! 
Hard  words  were  not  strong  arguments,  and 
"insolent,''  "audacious,  presumptious  Chero- 
kee"— proved  nothing.  The  fact  was,  that  a 
people  residing  among  us,  petitioned  to  the  Se- 
nate for  redress.  Now  were  they  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  or  were  they  a  foreign  nation? 
Neither.  They  stood  in  a  peculiar  relation  to 
this  country.  They  were  in  some  sort  inde- 
pendent, but  we  did  not  admit  that  they  were 
absolutely  so.  We  did  not  permit  them  to 
form  European  alliance;  nor  to  sell  their  lands 
excepting  to  ourselves.  Why,  then,  could  not 
the  Senate  receive  their  petition?  There  was  no 
sovereignty  about  them.  The  different  States 
of  the  Union  petitioned,  and  did  any  one  sup- 
pose there  was  more  independence  in  the 
Cherokee  tribe  than  among  the  several  States. 
But  the  case  did  not  stop  here.  If  the  treaties 
had  not  been  fulfilled,  the  Indian  must  obtain 
redress  somewhere,  and  if  they  could  not  apply 
for  it  here,  where  were  they  to  go?  They 
could  not  apply  in  a  national  way.    Here  were 
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large  sums  of  money  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Executive,  which  the  Indians  thought  had  not 
been  applied  properly;  what  where  they  to  do? 

The  consequence,  Mr.  Webster  said,  of  the 
opposite  doctrine,  would  be  that  there  should  be 
no  strict  control  over  the  Executive  in  relation>to 
the  Indian  annuities-  The  gentleman  had  said 
the  subject  might  be  called  up  otherwise;  but 
how  could  it  be  done.  If  it  was  for  their  inte- 
rest, there  seemed  to  be  reason  in  allowing  them 
the  right  to  come  and  petition  Congress.  They 
must  come  in  the  character  of  petitioners,  or 
not  at  all.  Mr.  W.  was  sorry  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  had  intimated  that  there  wa3 
any  getting  up  of  the  petition-  Mr.  W.  knew 
nothing  of  it,  and  he  could  see  no  inducement  to 
get  up  a  petition  of  this  sort  before  Congress. 
He  thought  it  harsh  to  say  to  them  that  they 
should  not  be  heard,  and  that  whatever  they  suf- 
fered, they  must  submit  in  silence.  The  case 
was  just  t,he  same  as  if  the  petition  had  been 
presented  by  individuals,  whose  right  to  petition 
could  not  be  denied.  The  gentleman  had  said 
that  the  question  ought  not  to  be  raised  by  pe- 
tition; but  it  was  the  usual  way  of  raising  ques- 
tions. The  only  question  which  could  be  pro- 
perly asked  was  whether  the  individuals  were 
interested  in  the  subject  matter  of  the  petition, 
and  the  Cherokees  were  so  interested;  they  had 
come  in  the  usual  form,  and  had  come  for  pro- 
tection under  the  law.  Mr.  W.  hoped  the  paper 
w"ould  be  received,  referred  and  printed,  a>  d  that 
the  Commtttee  would  make  such  a  disposition 
of  the  sabject  as  in  their  judgment  the  case  re- 
quired. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  thought  a  little  change  in 
the  aphorism  of  the  Grecian  chief,  would  ren- 
der it  more  applicable  to  the  present  case  ; 
•'Hear,  that  you  may  strike."  Mr.  F.  said,  if 
a  Frenchman  should  present  himself  in  the  cha- 
racter of  an  individual,  he  would  not  be  denied 
a  hearing;  but  if  he  should  present  himself  as 
the  representative  of  the  French  nation,  his  pe- 
tition would  not  be  received.  Such  was  the 
case  with  these  individuals ;  they  presented 
themselves  as  the  delegates  of  a  nation;  and 
would  lion.  Senators  say  that  they  had  a  right 
to  receive  them  in  that  capacity.  The  only 
mode  was  to  present  themselves  through  the 
Executive,  and  Congress  could  not  interfere, 
without  an  interference  with  Executive  prtro- 
gative,  ftithout  a  violation  of  the  principles  of 
the  Constitution.  Gentlemen  had  said,  that  in- 
justice had  been  done  them;  it  had  never  been 
done,  and  it  was  impossible  that  it  cou!d  be 
done.  The  subject  of  Indian  annuities  had 
been  two  years  before  Congress,  anil  so  long  it 
had  been  known  thut  the  annuities  were  paid 
in  the  present  mode,  why  had  not  redress  been 
given?  Why  whs  the  subject  now  presented  in 
this  manner?  Mr.  F.  would  tell  why.  The 
Cherokee  nation  was  split  i  11*0  two  parties,  of 
one  ot  which  Ross  was  the  Chief;  he  had  pos- 
•ission  of  the  purse  and  the  sworit,  and  did  not 
want  to  go  away.  A  portion  of  the  tribe  wished 
to  go  away  ;  they  *ere  now  negotiating  a  trea- 
ty with  the  President  for  that  purpose,  and  this 
petition  had  been  brought  to  sustain  the  Chief 


at  home.  The  object  wa9  to  agitate  the  public 
mind,  to  enable  Ross  further  to  deceive  the  in- 
dividual Cherokees,  in  supposing  thit  they 
would  be  settled  down  with  a  right  to  an  inde- 
pendent existence  in  three  or  four  States. 

There  might  be  another  motive  operating  on 
this  individual,  and  on  the  individual  who 
prompted  this  movement.  Mr.  F.  understood 
the  Cherokee  manager  was  here  to  give  advice 
how  to  act,  that  a  better  price  might  be  secured 
to  individuals,  and  they  would  then  go  away. 

Mr.  WEBSTER,  as  Congress  were  about  in- 
troducing a  free  government  among  the  Cher- 
okees, was  sorry  to  hear  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  that  John  Ross  had  got  possession  of 
the  purse  and  the  sword;  but  in  this  they  were 
only  following  the  example  of  their  white  neigh- 
bours. 

The  error  of  the  gentleman  consisted  in  bis 
understanding  the  word  nation,  in  its  common 
acceptation,  whereas  there  was  not  a  man  in  the 
United  States,  who  did  not  know,  that  nation  in 
this  case  did  not  imply  entire  independence. 
The  gentleman's  argument  rested  entirely  on  a 
false  foundation,  when  nation  in  this  case  means 
a  tribe  of  people,  controlled  and  protected  by 
Congress,  not  such  as  France,  Spain,  or  any 
other  foreign  country. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  did  not  rest  his  objection  on 
this  word  alone,  but  on  the  whole  character  of 
the  paper,  which  he  still  insisted  presented 
this  people  as  an  independent  nation. 

Mr .  BIBB  thought  this  debate  had  taken  a 
most  unexampled  turn.  The  gentleman  from 
Georgia  seemed  to  suppose  that  every  man  who 
would  not  push  this  subject  to  an  extremity, 
wished  to  raise  a  hurly  burly  in  the  United 
States.  There  had  been  three  separate  and 
distinct  treaties  with  the  Cherokees,  in  every 
one  of  which  it  was  recognized  that  they  were 
dependent  on  the  United  States,  and  were  sub- 
ject to  Congress,  and  not  the  Executive,  and  by 
the  Constitution,  the  Executive  had  no  power 
over  them.  How  then  could  gentlemen  sup- 
pose, that  Congress  were  invading  the  powers 
of  the  President.  They  had  come  with  their 
petition;  they  did  not  claim  to  be  independent; 
the  distinction  between  dependent  and  inde- 
pendent nations  was  not  new;  what  was  once 
the  consideration  of  the  United  States?  They 
were  colonies,  or  dependent  nations;  and  in  the 
Declaration,  of  Independence,  one  of  their  al- 
leged grievances  was,  that  Great  Britain  turned 
a  deaf  ear  to  their  complaints;  and  when  the 
colonics  prayed  for  a  redress  of  their  grievances, 
she  would  not  hear  them.  Mr.  B.  was  as  unwil- 
ling as  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  to  change 
the  relationship;  he  considered  the  Cherokees 
as  dependent;  but  the  Government  had  acknow- 
ledged their  existence  as  a  people,  as  a  depend- 
ent people,  and  had  undertaken  to  protect 
them;  and  how  then  could  it  refuse  to  hear  their 
grievances'  If  the  paper  should  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  Mr.  B.  did 
not  doubt  that  the  subject  would  receive  the 
proper  attention, 

Mr.  PRESTON  presented  the  petition  of 
Duff  Green,  praying  remuneration  for  record. 
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ing  tne  opinions  of  the  Supreme  Court;  which 
was  refeiredto  the  Committee  oh  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  EWING  gave  notice  that  he  should,  cm 
to-mo'irow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  expla-, 
natory  of  an  act  fc  r  the  relief  of  Payne4and  Ar- 
nold, •  ■''•'•• 

Mr.  WHITE  gave  notice  that  he  should  to- 
morrow, at  as  early  an  hour  as  practicable,'move 
the  Senate  to  go  into  Executive-business. 

The  Following  resolution  wlas.  submitted  by 
Mr.  EWHSTG: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee-  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  placing  the  postage'  on 
periodical  pamphlets  and  newspapers  on  the 
same  footing.  .'.«•* 

•  Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bili  wilh  an  amendment  relative  to 
remuneration  for  losses  sustained  during  the 
late  war  with  the  North  Western  Indians.    ' 

Mr.  LINN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Larfd  Claims',  reported  a  "bill  for  the  adjustment 
of  Jand  titles  in  the'State  of  Missouri;  providing 
for  the  extension  of  the  provisions  of  a  statute 
on  the  subject  for  one  year,  from  the  1st  of 
October,  1834.    ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN,  at  a 
.quarter  before  five  o'clock,  t"  / 

The  Senate  adjourned..  ■ 

.  "  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.       ■ 

The 'House  assehtbledat  11  o'clock.       .    -. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY}  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Daniel  Whitney. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  Dodd. 

Mr.  W,  also.made  several  unfavorable  reports 
from'the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
gf  Tnomas  Conp.er.  '•.'.-.■■ 

GEORGIA  MILITIA  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  POLK,,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means',,  reported  .a  bill  for  the"  reappropria- 
tion  of/an  unexpended  balance,  .of  a  former, 
appropriation  for  the  payment  of  Georgia  Mili- 
tia Claims,  for  if  92, '3  and  '4.  '  ■ 
MARINE  HOSPITALS,    '    ... 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of -Rhode,  Island,  from  the. 
Committee  on  Commerce,  reported  a  bill, 
making  appropriations  for. the  erection  of  Ma- 
rine Hospitals  at  Baltimore  and  other  places; 

Mr.  EVERETT,  ot  Vermon',  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for. the  organization  ot  the  departments  of 
Indian  Affairs.  .*•-.! 

Mr.  -EVERETT,  from  the  same  Committee, 
reported  also,  a  bill  to  regulate  trade  and  in-* 
fcjrcourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  preserve 
peace  on  the  frontiers. 

Also,  a  bill  to  provade  for  the  establishment 
land  security,  of  the  western  territory, 

On  motion  of  Mri  JONES,  of  Ohio,  10,000 
extra  copies  of  the  report  accompanying  these 
bills,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Tne  fbretfiiilg  bills  were:  sieve  rally -read  twice 
and  committed.  ■■  ''  ,         '  ':      »    ' 

KENTUCKY  election.   . 

The  House  then -proceeded'to  the  special  or- 


der of  the  day;  which  was  the  Contested  election 
for  a  seat. from  the  Fifth  Congressional  District 
of  Kentucky.   ,      .  • ,     '         '  ■  ' 

The, competitors  are  the  honorable  Robert  ; 
P.  Letcher,  and*  the   honorable'  Thomas   P.. 
Moore.  .       .■  , 

'  Mr.  3  ONES,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  until  the 
question   b"e  decided,'  each  of  the  claimants  be  ■': 
entitled  to  attend' oh, this  floor  without  the  bar. 
of  the.  House.     •■    ,'•' 

The  motion  was  agreed  t&. 

Another  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 'JONES,  of 
Georgia,  for  the  reading  of  the  report-  bf  the 
committee,  together  With  the  accompanying  re- 
solution, which  was  assented  to— ayes  69,  noes' 
67.    '      ••"  '  •  :';■;      *"-..        '    ".  •    •  ■".. 

The  report  and  resolutions  were  accordingly 
read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Georgia,  moved  the  adoption 
of  the  -first  resolution. 

Mr.  BANKS  moved,  that  the' report- ."both  of 
the  majority  and  minority, .with  the  resolutions, 
be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House..  He  had  examined  the  precedents  in 
sych.  cases,  and  '  had  found  that  such  was  the 
usual  practice.       ,.'       '    ■'■■.  ,  • 

•    Mr.  JONES,  of  Georgia,  asked  for  the  yeas  . 
and  hays  on  thi3  question  ;  apd  the  calf  beiag 
sustained,' the  vote  was  taken,  and  resulted  in 
ayes  84,  noes  106.  "  '      . 

So  the  House  refused  to  commit.the'  reports 
and  resolutions  to  the Committee*  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  BANKS  propose^  the- following  resohi- 
tion,  as  ari  amendment :  •     .      '•        . 

Unsolved,  That  all  the  legal  votes  which  were 
received'  in'  Lancaster  and  Garrard  Counties, 
wbilst  Moses  Grant,  Esq.  acted  as  one  of  the 
Judges,,  on  the  first,  morning  of  the  1  eection,  in 
August  last ;  and  those  of  a  like  character,  given 
on  the  second  day  of  the  Election,  in  the  casual 
absence  of  the  Sheriff,  ought  to  be  estimated  in 
ascertaining  the  xpsult  of,  the   election. 

Mr.  BANKS  was  about  to  proceed,"  when'Mr. 
STEWART  suggested,  .that  as  .certain  docu- 
ments connected  with  the  case  Were  not  yet 
printed,  the  question  'should  be. postponed  until 
to-morrow.  , 

"  Mr.  BANKS  acceded;  and  Mr.  STEWART , 
then  moved  that  the  House  should  proceed  •to- 
the  orders  of  the  day.         .,  , 

The  motion  being  negatived,  the  reading  of 
the  minority  report  was  called  for.  It  was  ac- 
cordingly read,  after  some  objections  made,, 
which  were  subsequently  withdrawn. 

Mr.  BANKS'  amendment  was-then'-the  ques- 
tion before  the  HouSe . 

Mr.  BANKS  proceeded,  in  a  long  argument, 
on  the  proposition  submitted  by  him  ,  and  was 
followed  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Georgia,  in  reply. 

Mr..  MARSHALL,  of  Kentucky,   continued 
at  length,  afiei'  the  6onclusion  of  the  remarks  . 
of    Mr.    Jones,  of    Georgia.  •'  *  He   contended 
against"  the  validity  of  the  return,  of  M.'Moore# 
as  the  representative.    . 

•lief ore.  Mr.  Marshall  had  concluded  his  re-. 

marks,  a  motion' of  adjournment  was  made,  but 

Withdrawn  to  .permit  the  I  action  of  the  House 
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on;  three  bills  which  were  on  the  table/ from  the 
Seriate;  »      .     . 

Qne  was  the  bill  moving  a  provision  for  the* 
Baltimore  arid  Washington  lateral  railroad, 
which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Heath,  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District  qf  Columbia.  .  There  were  two  other 
bills  which  were  severally  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. .. 

The  SPEAKER.  laid  before'  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretuy  of  War,  transmitting  a 
report  from  thef  Quartermaster  General,  con- 
taining' the  information  called  for  by  the  House 
on  the  26th  of  April,  respecting  the.  Delaware 
•Breakwater  and  the  compensation  of  the  per- 
sons employed  on  the  work;  which  letter  and 
report  were,  read  and  ordered,  to  lie  "on  the 
table. 

•  A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lowrie, 
their  Secretary. 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  Senate  have  passed  a  bill 
(No.  62)  entitled  "An  aot  to  provide  for  the 
construction  and  use  of  a  lateral  branch  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio.Rajl  Road  within  the  Dis- 
trict'of  Columbia;"  in  which  bill  lam  directed 
to  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House:  and  then 
he  .withdrew.         »  , 

Mr.  EUSHA  WHITTLESEY,  from  fhe 
Committee  of  Claims,  made- a  report  on  the  case 
of  Daniel  Whitney,  accompanied  by  a  bill  (No. 
48^3)  foa  his  relief;  which  bill  w^  read  the  first 
and  second  time,  arid  corn'mitted  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  to-triorrow. 

Mr.  ELISHA  WHITTLESEY,  from  the 
Commitjee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Andrew  Dodge,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
(No.  484)  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read 
the  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  EL1SHA  WHITTLESEY,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  re- 
port on  the  case  of  James  Cross;  which  was 
read  and  laid  on  the  table. 
'"  Mr.  FOSTER,"  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary;  made  a  report  on  the  memorial  of 
Thomas  Cooper,  accompanied  by  a   bill   (No. 

485)  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  the  first 
and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  POLK,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
arid  Means,  to  which  the  subject  was  commit- 
ted on  the  28th  of  April,  reported  a  bill  (No. 

486)  for  .there-appropriation  of  an  unexpended 
"balance  of  a  former  appropriation  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Georgia  militia  claims  for  the  years 
1792,  1793,  and  1794;  which  bill  was  read.tha 
first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.  ,  •  .* 

Mr,  PEARCE,  from  the  Committee  on  Com 
merce,  reported  a  bill"(No.  487)  making  appro- 
priation  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital  in 
the  city  pf  Baltimore  and  other  places;  winch 
b'rfl  was  read  the  lirst  and  'second  time,  apd  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CH1N.V,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 


trict of  Columbia,  reported  the  following  resolu- 
tion: •'  .  .    ' 

Resolved,  That  Friday  and  Saturday,  the  sixth 
and  seventh  days  of  June  next,  be  set  apart  for 
the  consideration  of  bills  reported  by  the  Corn- 
onittee.  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  and  laid  on  the 
table  fo»  one  day,  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  frorh  the.  Uorhmittee  pn  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  b\\\ 
from  the  Senate  (No.  110)  entitled;  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Kishe  Horria,  or  otherwise  called 
JCapt.  Red  Pepper,  an  Indian  -of  the,  Chr)ctaw 
tribe,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That ''the  'said  bill  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow.- 

Mr.  HORACE  EVERETT,  from'  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Indian  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred 
so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  relates  to 
Indian  affairs,  made  a  detailed  report,  accompa- 
nied "by  three  bills,  vii.   ' 

No.  488  toprovide  for,  the  organization  of  the 
Department  of  Indian  Affairs. 

No.'  489  to  regulate  trade  and  .intercourse 
with  Indian,  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the 
'frontier.         .  ■ 

No.;  490  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of 
the  .Western  Territory,  and  for  the  security  and 
protection  qf  the  emigrant  and  •  other  Indian 
tribes  therein:  which  bills  were  severally  read 
the  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow;  and 
ten  thousand  copies  of  the  said  report  were  then 
ordered,  by  unanimous  consent,  to  be  printed  for ' 
the  use  of  the  members. 

*  On  motion  of  Mr.  TOMPKINS, 

.Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolution-/ 
ary  Pensions  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  case  of  Relief  Harris,  arid 
that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Bills  from  the1  Senate  df  the  following  titles, 
viz: 

•  No.  62,  An  act  to  provide  for  the  construction 
and  use  of  a  lateral  branch  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  .Rail  Road  within  the  District  of  Columbia. 

No.  168,  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act'rtiore 
effectually  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  cer- 
tain crimes  against  the  United  States,  and  for, 
other  purposes,  approved  March  3,  1825. 
'No-  158,  An  act  granting  a  township  of  land 
to  certain  exiles  from  Poland;— wera  severally 
read  the  6rst  and  second  time,  and  referred—* 

No.  62  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia.       •       •    v  " 

'  No.  16S  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

No.  153  to  the  Committee  on  the  Puhlic 
Lands.    .  i 

.     On  motioh  of  Mr.  JONES,  of  Georgia, 

Resolved,  That  ltobert  P.  Letoher  and  Thomas 
P.  .Moore, Esquires,  have  leave  to  he  heard  at' 
the  bar  of  this  House,,  in  defence  of  their  respec- 
tive claims  to  a  seat  in  this  House. 

The*  House  proceeded  to'the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committer  of  Elections  on  the 
contest  between  ThoIna8^P.  Moore  and  Robert 
P.  Letcher  for  'the.  scat  -as  the  member  for  the 
fifth  Congressional  District  of  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky; when 
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A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  BANKS,  that 
the  said  report  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

And  the  question  being  put, 
f"  It  was  decided  in  the  negative:  yeas  84,  nays, 
106 

The  first  resolution  recommended  in  the  said 
report  was  then  read  as  follows. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  P.  Moore,  Esquire, 
is  entitled  to  the  seat  in  this  House  to  represent 
the  fifth  Congressional  District  of  the  State  of 
Kentucky. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  BANKS,  to  amend 
the  said  resolution  by  striking  out  all  thereof 
after  the  word  resolved,  and  inserting  the  follow- 
ing, viz:  "  that  all  the  legal  votes  which  were 
received  in  Lancaster,  Garrard  county,  whilst 
Morris  Grant  acted  as  one  of  the  judges,  on  the 
first  morning  of  the  election,  in  August  last;  and 
those  of  a  like  character  given  on  the  second 
day  of  the  election  in  the  casual  absence  of  the 
sheriff,  ought  to  be  estimated  in  ascertaining  the 
result  of  the  election." 

Mr.  BANKS,  of  Pennsylvania,  said:— Mr. 
Speaker,  I  h  >ve  offered  this  amendment  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  to  the  consideration 
df  the  House,  the  questions  presented  by  it.  I 
thought  that  those  questions,  being  purely  of  a 
judicial  character,  it  was  but  right  that  the 
House  should  settle  them,  by  a  distinct  and  se- 
parate vote.  I  thought  that  in  presenting  them 
in  this  way,  they  would  be  less  complicated  and 
more  easily  understood.  I  also  thought  that 
their  being  presented  in  this  way,  and  thus  pla- 
ced on  our  records,  .it  would  hereafter  be  more 
easily  seen  what  we  have  done,  and  what  prin- 
ciples we  have  settled.  These  are,  sir,  part  of 
the  considerations,  which  induced  me  to  offer 
this  amendment.  I  shall  hereafter  offer  other 
amendments,  so  as  to  present  to  the  House,  in 
a  clear  manner,  those  questions  which  I  think 
necessarily  arise,  and  on  the  decision  of  which, 
the  final  result  in  this  case  mainly  depends. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  discussion  of  the 
questions  presented  for  our  consideration  by  the 
amendment  I  have  offered,  I  will  make  a  few 
remarks,  as  to  some  preliminary  matters,  which 
are  not  at  all  foreign  to  these  questions,  in  my 
judgment.  By  the  third  section  of  an  act 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  it 
is  provided:  "That  the  sheriffs  of  the  counties 
in  each  district  sh  ill,  on  the  fifteenth  day  after 
the  commencement  of  the  election,  assemble  at 
the  places  hereinafter  designated  in  each]  of 
their  respective  districts,  and  then  by  faithful 
comparison  and  addition,  ascertain  the  person 
elected  in  their  districts."  It  is  also  further 
provided  by  the  fifth  section  of  the  same  act, 
that  "after  having  ascertained,  as  before  direc- 
ted, the  person  elected,  the  sheriffs  thereof 
shall  make  out  a  certificate  of  the  election  of 
the  person  in  their  district,  which  sh:dl  be  sign- 
ed by  all  the  sheriffs  of  the  district,  and  which 
shall  be  lodged  with  the  sheriff  of  the  county 
wherein  the  polls  are  compared,  and  by  him, 
together  with  a  copy  of  the  polls,  transmitted 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  State."  Harodsburgh, 
in  the  county  of  Mercer,  was  the  place  designa- 


ted by  the  same  act  as  the  place  at  which  the 
sheriffs  were  to  meet,  in  this  district  for  the 
purposes  which  I  have  just  stated.  The  sheriffs 
or  their  deputies,  of  the  several  counties  com- 
posing this  district  did  meet  a,t  the  time  and 
place  designated  for  said  purpo-e.  When  those 
officers  were  thus  assembled,  Alfred  Hocker,the 
deputy  sheriff  of  Lincoln  county,  proposed  that 
they  should  go  into  an  examination  of  irregulari- 
tiesjwhich  he  alleged  existed  in  the  polls  of  Gar- 
rard county.  This  proposition  was  objected  to, 
ami  overruled  by  the  other  sheriffs  then  in  atten- 
ance.  Hocker,who  appears  to  have  been  the  de- 
voted friend  of  Mr.  Moore,  being  dissatisfied  with 
this  decision,  left  the  board  of  sheriffs,  taking 
with  him  the  poll  of  Lincoln  county,  which  he 
would  not  permit  to  be  counted,  and  which  was 
not  counted.  The  vote  in  Lincoln  stood  650 
for  Letcher,  and  501  for  Moore.  By  this  con- 
duct on  the  part  of  Hocker,  Mr.  Letcher  had 
not  the  benefit  of  the  majority,  which  he 
had  in  this  county, of  149  votes  over  Mr.  Moore. 
When  this  vote  was  taken  from  Mr.  Letcher, 
the  majority  was  for  Mr.  Moore.  But  giving 
this  vote  to  Mr.  Letcher,  his  entire  majority 
was  47  votes  over  Mr.  Moore.  To  this  vote 
Mr.  Letcher  was  clearly  entitled, which  as  clear- 
ly entitled  him  to  a  certificate  of  his  election.  A 
very  brief  examination  of  the  law  will  show  that 
the  conduct  of  Alfred  Hocker  was  illegal  and 
unjustifiable. 

The  duties  of  the  sheriff  are  very   clearly 
defined  by  the  statute,  which  I  have  referred  to. 
There  is  no  uncertainty  in   the   language   em- 
ploy ed,   nor  can  there  he   any  doubt  as  to  the 
trust   confided.      Their  duty   is,  ''by  faithful 
comparison  and  addition,  to  ascertain  the  per- 
son elected."     Having  ascertained  the  person 
elected,  "they  shall  make  out  a  certificate  of 
the   election  of  the  person    in   their   district, 
which  shall  be  signed  by  all  the  sheriffs  of  the 
district."     These  are  their  defined  duties.     Be- 
yond these  duties ,  no  power  is-  conferred  by  the 
law.     They  cannot   inquire  into,   and   decide 
upon  the  illegality  of  the  votes  received.  They 
are  to  ascertain  who  is  elected,  by  comparing 
and  adding  up  all  the  votes  actually  received, 
and  not  by   purging  the   polls,  as  if  trying  a 
contested  election.     No  such  duty  is  assigned 
to   them:  no    such   power  is  conferred  upon 
them.     This  power  .is,  by  the  Constitution,  re- 
served for  another  tribunal.     They  are  to  ascer- 
tain who  is  elected.     Haw  they   are  to  ascer- 
tain this,  is  clearly. set  forth  in  the  law.     The 
voice  of  the  public  will  is  placed  in  their  custo- 
dy.    They  are  by  law  commanded ,  at  a  speci- 
fied time,  to  bear  this  evidence  of  the  public 
will  to  a  particular  place;  and,  in  the  manner 
directed  by  the  law,  to  ascertain  what  that  pub- 
lic will  is.      Having   performed   these   duties, 
their  power  is  exhausted.     Tnese  are  the  sin- 
gle and  only   objects   of   the   trust.     The  poll 
books  are  placed  in  their  hands  for  thc-e  pur- 
poses,   and    for    no  other.     If  they  fail  to  per- 
form them,  the  object  of  the  trust  is  defeatedN 
If  the  motives  of  Mr.    Hocker  are    upright,    ft 
s nkes  me  that  the  remedy  ne  applied  was  most 
singular.      He   alleged  tliat  something   wrong 
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was  connected  with  the  Garrard  poll;  and,  to 
correct  this  error,  he  withheld  from  the  calcu- 
lation the  Lincoln  poll,  which  was  confessedly 
legal  in  all  its  parts.  This,  I  think,  was  a  most 
singular  way  to  correct  the  error  of  which  he 
complained.  Let  his  motives  be  what  they  may, 
his  conduct  was  altogether  lawless.  It  admits 
of  but  little  palliation  or  excuse. 

In  my  judgment,  the  majority  of  votes  entitled 
Mr.  Letcher  to  the  certificate  of  election.  Tne 
certificate,  which  was  given  for  Mr.  Moore,  and 
forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  was  not  on- 
ly irregular,  but  absolutely  void.  It  was  not 
signed  by  all  the  sheriffs.  It  appeared  on  the 
fac&  of  it,  that  all  the  votes  given  in  the  district 
were  not  compared  and  added  up.  It  was  prov- 
ed that  the  Lincoln  poll  was  withheld  from  the 
computation  in  fraud  of  the  law,  in  fraud  of  the 
rights  of  the  electors  of  the  district,  and  in  fraud 
of  the  rights  of  Mr.  Letcher.  The  certificate 
was  signed,  but  by  three,  out  of  the  five  sheriffs 
in  the  district.  It  is  a  principle  of  law  that  we 
should  presume,  that  officers  had  done  their  du- 
ty, in  absence  of  proof  to  the  contrary.  But 
this  presumption  cannot  be  made  in  favour  of 
what  is  irregular,  on  its^face.  Much  less  can  it 
be  made  in  favor  of  that,  which  is  found  to  have 
been  done  in  open  violation  of  law,  and  public 
duty.  Nor,  in  my  opinion,  does  this  certificate 
derive  any  additional  force  from  the  fact,  that  it 
was  sent  by  the  sheriff  to  the  Secretary  of  btate, 
and  that  it  has  been  forwarded  here.  This  does 
not  cure  the  defects.  This  gives  it  no  additional 
authenticity.  Itwasin  thefirstinstance  void,  and 
in  my  judgment,  is  still  void.  I  do  not  think, 
that  it  entitled  Mr.  Moore  to  his  seat,  and  I  be- 
lieve a  large  majority  of  the  members  of  this 
House  entertain  the  same  opinion. 

The  production  of  a  legal  certifiate  entitles  the 
person,  in  whose  favor  it  is,  to  his  seat,  in  the 
first  instance:  in  the  absence  of  this  certificate, 
the  polls  are  as  high,  if  not  the  highest  evidence 
of  the  person  elected  in  the  first  instance,  sub- 
ject, however,  to  be  impeached.  The  majority 
of  votes  actually  given  entitles  the  person  to  a  cer- 
tificate; if  no  certificate  is  given,  then  the  majori- 
ty of  votes  does  entitle  the  person  to  whom  they 
are  given,  to  his  seat.  Mr.  Letcher  should  then, 
in  my  opinion,  be  considered  in  this  trial  and 
discussion  as  in  possession  of  his  seat,  and  Mr. 
Moore  should  be  held  to  prove  that  the  majority 
of  legal  votes  was  given  to  him,  and  not  to  Mr. 
Letcher.  This,  he  should  do  by  clear  and  satis- 
factory evidence. 

This  appears  to  be  the  obvious  course  which 
should  be  pursued.  This  puts  the  parties  in  the 
position  in  which  the  electors  of  the  district  have 
placed  them.  Justice  to  Mr.  Letcher,  and  a  due 
regard  to  his  rights,  appear  to  require  that  this 
should  be  done.  He  is  the  person  who  received 
the  majority  of  votes.  This  is  evidence,  in  the 
first  instance,  that  all  who  voted  were  legally 
qualified  electors  It  appears  by  the  poll  books, 
that  Mr.  Letcher  had  a  majority  of  forty-nine 
votes. 

I  will  now  come  to  the  consideration  of  the 
question,  presented  by  the  amendment  I  have  of- 
fered.    The  general  inquiry  will  be,  was  the  ma- 


jority of  the  committee  right,  in  rejecting  from 
the  Garrard  poll  fifty  four  votes,which  were  given 
to  Mr.  Letcher,  and  sixteen  which  were  given  to 
Mr.  Moore?  Whether  the  majority  was  right 
or  not,  depends  upon  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  constitution  and  laws  ot 
the  State  of  Kentcky.     . 

By  the  fourth  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  U.  S  ,  it  is  provided  that  "the  time, 
places,and  mannor.of  holding  elections  for  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives,  shall  be  prescribed  in 
each  State  by  the  legislation  thereof;but  Congress 
may  at  any  time,  by  law,  make  or  alter  such  re- 
gulations, except  as  to  the  places  of  choosing 
Senators."     . 

By  the  3d  section  of  the  2d  article  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  State  of  Kentucky.it  is  provided;  that 
"representatives  shall  be  chosen  on  the  fir3t  Mon- 
day of  Aug.,  in  every  year;  but  the  presiding  of- 
ficers of  the  several  elections  shall  continue  the 
same  for  three  days,  at  the  request  of  any  one  of 
the  candidates." 

It  is  known  to  all,  that  Representatives  to  Con- 
gress are  elected  at  the  same  time  every  second 
year  in  that  State. 
.  By  a  law  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  it  is  made 
the  duty  of  the  sheriff  of  each  county,  every 
year,  at  least  one  month  before  the  first  Monday 
in  August,  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  his  county 
by  advertisement,  put  up  at  the  court  house  door, 
of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  the  next  elec- 
tion, and  what  offices  are  to  be  filled.  It  is  fur- 
ther provided,  that  the  sheriff,  or  other  presid- 
ing officer,  shall,  on  the  day  of  every  election, 
open  the  poll  by  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
continue  the  same  open  until  at  least  one  hour 
before  sun  set  each  day,  for  three  dajs  succes- 
sively, if  necessary,  or  if  any  one  of  the  candi- 
dates request  it. 

It  is  also  provided,  that  the  county  court  shall, 
at  their  session  next  preceding  the  first  Monday 
of  August  in  every  year,  appoint  two  of  their 
own  body  as  judges  of  the  next  election,  and  al- 
so a  proper  person  to  act  as  clerk,  who  shall  con- 
tinue in  office  for  one  year.  In  case  the  county 
oourt  shall  fail  to  appoint,  or  the  persons  appoint- 
ed shall  fail  to  attend,  or  any  of  them,  the  sheriff 
shall,  immediately  preceding  the  election,  ap- 
point proper  persons  to  act  in  their  stead.  The 
judges  and  clerk  of  the  election,  before  they 
proceed  to  the  execution  of  their  duty  shall  take 
the  oath  proscribed  by  the  Constitution.  They 
shall  attend  to  receiving  the  votes  until  me  elec- 
tion is  completed,  and  a  fair  statement  made  of 
the  whole  amount  thereof,  whereupon  the  sheriff 
shall  proclaim  in  the  court  yard,  the  names  of 
the  several  persons  then  elected,  and  to  what 
office.  The  persons  entitled  to  suffrage,  shall, 
in  presence  of  said  judges  and  sheriff,  votejper- 
sonally  and  publicly  viva  voce.  Unless  the  sheriff 
or  one  of  the  judges  shall  know  that  the  person 
offering  to  vote,  is  entitled  to  vote  under  the 
"Constitution,  the  clerk  shall  administer  an  oath  or 
affirmation  to  such  person,  so  as  to  remove  the 
doubts  of  the  sheriff  or  judge. 

The  foregoing  are  substantially  the  provi- 
sions of  the   Constitution  and  law,  which  are 
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thought  to  bear  upon  the  question,  which  I  am 
about  to  discuss.      .  V 

The  county  court  did  appoint  two  persons  of 
their  Own  body  judge.s,  and  a  proper  person 
to  act  *as  clerk-  of  the  election;  one  of  the  per- 
sons appointed  decMned  serving1,  he  having 
■become,  a  .candidate  for  office.  The  sheriff, 
on  the  -morning  of  the  ejection,  attended  at  the 
place  for  holding  the  election,  and  appointed  a 
person  as  judge  to  act,*  instead  of  hhn  who  had 
declined  serving.  Mr.  Wheeler  not  being  there 
in  attendance,  who  was  the  other  person  ap- 
pointed by  the  court;  the  sheriff  also  app.oint-' 
ed  Moses  GranVto  act  in  his  stead.  It  was  then 
about  nine  o'clock.  The  sheriff  .then  opened 
the  election.  The  judges  and  clerk  then  ap- 
pointed, h^vjng  first  taken  the'  oath  prescribed 
by  the  constitution,  proceeded  to  receive  votes 
and  Record  the  same. '  They  thus  proceeded  un- 
til obout  ten  o'clock,  when  Mr.  Wheeler,  the 
person  appointed  by  the  court,  appeared..  He 
was  also  sworn  and  "took  his  seat,  and  Moses 
Grant  retired.  It  appears  that,  at  this  time, 
tweftty-twp  votes  had  been' given  to  Letcher, 
aria  three'  to  Moore.  This  is  the  irregularity 
.on  account  of  which  part  of -these  votes  were 
stricken  off  by  the.  majority.  .    '    '    - 

The  first  question   which  presents  itself  is, 
had  the  sheriff1  a  right  by  law  to  open:the  polls 
<  before  ten  o'clock-? .  i  entertain  the  opinion 
that  he  had. 

It  will  be  recollected  that,  by  the-  constitu- 
tion of  the  State,  the  "  election  is  to  be  held  on 
the  first  Monday  in  August,  and  to  be -continu- 
ed, for  three  day's  at  ■  the  requst  of  any  orte  of" 
the  candidates."  The  people-  of  that' State 
have;  by  the  constitution,  reserved  those  days 
•for  this,  purpose.  The  constitution  gives  the 
three  entire  days,  not  fractions  of  days.  This 
ought  .to  be  borne  in  mind  as  we  proceed  on  this 
examination  and  discussion.  This  provision  is 
clear  and  free  from  -all  doubt.  What  then  is 
meant  by.  the  terms'used,  "that  the  sheriff,  or 
other  presiding  officer  shall  open  the  election  by 
ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and /-keep.it ;  open 
until  at  .least  one-  hour  before  sun  set?  Is  it' 
that  the 'election  shall  be-  opened  precisely  at 
ten  o'clock,  and  that  it  shall  be  closed  precisely 
at  one  hour  before  sun  set  on  each  day?  Qr  is 
it  not,  that  the  election  sha.ll  be  opened  not  la- 
ter than  ten  In  the  morning,  and- shall -not  be 
closed  earlier  than  one. hour  before  'sun  set  iri 
the  evening?  I  Relieve  the  latter  to  be  the  true 
meaning"  of  the  terms  used..  It '  is  the  plain: 
reading  of  the  law.  By  ten  o'clock  meahs  not 
later  than  \en.  This  is  its  oWious  .meaning 
and  j>lain  import,'  and  is  so  generally  used  and 
univer.-i.ary"  understood.  The  provision  that  the 
-.election  shall  be  kept  open  until  at  least  one 
hour  before  sun  set,  strengthens  this  construc- 
tion. •  The  law-'giCes  the  least  portion  of  time 
which'  shall  be  avowed  to  voters.  It  is  man- 
datory upon  the  officers,  that  all-  the  tjme  be- 
tween ten  in  the  forenoon,  and  one  hour  before 
sun  set,  shall  be  allowed  icthe  people-to  vote. 
Jtis.  not  designed  by  the  law.  to  prevent  the 
Sheriff  from  opening  the  election  before'  ten 
u'clock,nor  is  he  prohibited  from  keeping  it  open 


later  than  one  hour  before  sun  set.  He  is  to 
keep  it  -open  as  late  as  an  hour  before  sun  set, 
and  he  is  to  .open  it  as  early  as  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing. He  has  no  discretion  left  him  as  to.  clos- 
ing the  election  earlier  than  an  hour  before  sun . 
set-  He  has  a  discretion  as  to  keeping  it  open 
after  thatnour,  and  votes  received  at  sun  set,;  or 
even  after  it,  Wdulo\'be  good,  so  he  has  no  dis- 
cretion after  ten  o'clock.  Hemay'delay  until 
that  hour,  but  not  later.  This  is  the-  obvious 
intent  of  the  law.  He  must  not'  postpone  the 
opening  the  election  until  a  later  pqint  of  time. 
He  is  not  prohibited  from  opening  the  election 
at  an  earlier  hours  -  There'is  nothing  in-  the  law 
from  which  this  prohibition  can  be  implied. 
The  law  cpm.es. in  aid  of  the  constitutional  right 
oisnffrage,and  not  to  destroy  or  restrict  it.  It  did 
not  enter  info  the  minds  of  the  legislators,  that 
they  .were  abridging  the  time.  Their  object' 
was  to  afford 'a  full  opportunity  to  all  the  elec-  ■• 
tors  to  vote.'  This  was?  fhc  object  of  the  pro- 
visions in  the  censtitutionjand  the  law.  .  We 
ought  not  to  put  such  a  construction*  updntbem 
as  will,'  in  any  degree,  defeat  this  design.  The 
right  of  suffrage  is  not  derived  from  the  law 
but  from  the  constitution. 

It  is  not  proved*  that  the  election  "was  opened 
at  so  early  an  hour  for  any  fraudulent  pur- 
pose.    The  .hour  was  not  so  early,  as  ofatself,1 
to  imply  an  improper  .object.*    On  the  contrary, .' 
it  is  proved  that  the  election  was  opened  at  nine . 
o'clock  toenable  the'people  to  vote  and  go-home. 
It  is  proved  that  the  cholera  had  raged  at  that' 
place  to  an  alarming  extent.    It  was  feared  J 
that  if  crowds  should  assemble  it  might  repro-, 
duce  it.  '  To  avoid  this  the  election  Was  open-*, 
ed  early.    Ths  object  was  to  afford  a  full'und 
fair  opportunity  to  all. to  vote;  and  thus  prev'enj 
the  people!   as    far  as  possible,  from,  the  dan*' 
gers  of  disease  arid  pestilence.  In  my,  judgment, 
the  conduct  of  the  sheriff  was  laudable.  :He.did 
not  abuse  the  discretion  confided' to  him.    He 
exercised  it  lawfully.      He   was    imperiously 
called  fin  by  the'  circumstances  of  the  case."  to 
give  all '  the  time  he  could,  by  the  constitution 
and  laws,  to. the  people  to   exercise  this  .high 
and  important  right.     His  discretion  was- used 
to  accommodate  the  people  and  tp  •  preserve, 
their  health.     This  case  shows  the  wisdom  of 
the  provision  in  the  constitution  and  laws;  in  • 
giving  to  the  electors  those  days  on  which  to  , 
vote.,     The   sheriff  would   have  ,  been  highly 
censurable|  if  he- had  refused  or  neglected  to 
open   the  election  at  so  early  an  hour,  when 
called  upon  by  such  a  state  of  thiri'gs  as  existed  at 
Lancaster,;  at  the  late  election      Evert,  in  the 
absence  of  law,  his  conduct  having  been  proved 
to  be  fair  and  upright,  his  motives  wholly  to-ac-  ' 
commodate  the  people,  and  all  the1  votes  given,    ' 
with  one  or  two- exceptions,  .being  legal,   his 
opening  the  polls  at  an  early  hour,  would   be 
justified'from  necessity — it  was  beneficial  to  the 
people,  and  did  injury- to  no  one.    • 

If,  the  foregoing  propositions  be  tr&e,  arid, 
that  they  are,  I  do;  not  entertain  a  doubt,  the;- 
cOntingency  had  happened,,  which  legally  call- 
ed in  requisition  the    power  of  the  sheriff,  to 
appoint  a  judge,  in'plice  of  Wheeler,  who  wa^ 
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not  in  attendance,  the/  judges  are  bound  to 
be  in  readiness  as  early  as.thc  sheriff  had  a  right 
to  open  the  election;  if  they  are  not,  the  sher- 
iff may  then  appoint;  it  is  his  duty  to  appoint; 
it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  people  that  he  should 
appoint  if  there  are  people  there  desiring1  to 
vote.  Ifhegoesto  open  the  .polls,  and  finds 
that  a  judge  is  absent,  he  cannot  open  the  elec- 
tion until  he  does  appoint;.  If  the  people  come 
to  the  election  ground,  and  find  the  election 
open',  the  sheriff  of  the  county  present,  and 
the  other  officers,  they  may  vote;  and  if  it  should 
turn  out  tfi  have  been  a'little  before  ten 
o'clock,  I  cannot  bring  my  mind  to  the  couclu- 
sion,  that  this  would  vitiate;  the  vote  of  an  inno- 
cent and  qualified  elector.     This  appears  tp 

'me  to  be  too  obvious  to  require  any  further  com 
ment.  ■  I  do  not  see  what  effect  Grant's  retiring 
and  Wheeler's  taking  the  seat  can  have  on  the 
votes  received  by  Grant.  If  the  votes  received 
by  Grant  were  good  as  received,  and  when  re- 

.  ceived,  they  could  not  be  vitiated  by  his  after 
conduct,  or  the  conduct  of  any  other.  If  the 
votes  were  good  when  given,  they  cannot  but  be 
good   now.    .Wheeler  was  appointed   by  the 

•court  for  one  vear.  He  appeared,  by  virtue  of 
this  appointment,  and  was  qualified,  and  pro-' 
ceeded  to  dp  the  duties  assigned  him;  this  was 
all  right,  and  cannot  affect,  and  does  not  affect 
thjft,  which  was  done  before  he  came  there. 
I  believe  that  the  sheriff  had  power  to  appoint 
Grant  as  he  did,  and  when  he  .did;  and,  %that 
Wheeler  taking  the  s«-at,  and'  Grant  with- 
)  drawing,  does  not,  in  any  degree,  tend  to  viti- 
tiate'jthe  votes  of  legally  qualified  electors.   . 

On  the  second  day  after  the  election  had  been 
opened,  and  some  votes  received,  the  sheriffs 
after  having  been  twice  sent  for- on  account  of 

'  the  sudden  and'extreme  illness  of  his  wife,  who 
died  soon  after  the"  election,  left  the  polls  with 

.  the  consent  of  the  judges.  He  had  no  regular- 
ly appointed  deputy  presejit ;  he  requested  a 
young  man  of  respectability,  who  Was  present, 
to  attend  with  the  judges;  and  with  their  consent, 
.  lie  did  attend  for  some  tirne,  and  then  gave  place 
to  another  gentleman,  also  of  high  respectability, 
to  attend,  The  judges  agreed  that  he  should 
attend  with  them,  and  he  -did  so,  until  the  regu- 
larly appointed  deputy  appeared,  and  attended 
to  the  election.  During  this  temporary  absence 
of  the, sheriff,  thirty-two  votes  were  given  for 
Mr.  Letcher,  and  thirteen  for  Mr.  Moore.  The- 
majority  of  the  committee  rejected  these  votes. 
I  do  not  think  that  these  votes  should  be  stricken 
off.'' 

On  turning  to  the  law,'it  will  be  seen  that  the 
right  of-  the  sheriff  to  judge  as  to  tho  reception 
or  rejection  of  votes,  is  not  very  clearly  asserted. 
1  am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  he  Has  no  such 

!)Ower--if  he  has,  it  is  certainly  npt  ve"ry  precise-1 
y  stated".  The  enactment  re,  "  that  the  judges 
.  shall  attend  to  receiving  the  votes,  until  the  dec 
tion  is  completed,  and  a  fair  statement  made  of 
the  whole  amount  thereof ;  whereupon  the  sheriff, 
shall  proclaim  in  the  «ourt-yard,  the  names  of 
the  several  persons  elected,  and  to  what  office." 
'this  would  appear  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the 
judges  to  receive  the  votes.     It  does  make  it  their 


duty.  The  judges  are  to  receive  the  votes,  and 
to  make  out  a  statement  of  the  amount  thereof. 
If  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  judges  to  receive 
the  votes,  they  must  necessarily  judge  of  the 
rights  and  qualifications  of  the  voters  ;  this  lat- 
ter duty  is  necessarily  embraced  in  the  former. 
It  is  made  the  positive  duty  of  the  judges  to  at- 
tend to  receiving  the  votes — they  are  the  persons 
designated  bylaw  to  perform  this  trust— to  them 
is  given  all  the  power  necessary  to  perform  it. — 
In -this  grant  of  power,  and  designation  of  per- 
sons, the  sheriff  is  not  noticed ;  he  appears  to 
have  been  intentionally  omitted.  It  is  the  duty 
of  the  judges  to  mako  out  a  statement  of  the 
amount  of  the  votes  ;  here  again  the  sheriff  is 
omitted .  It  appears  reasonable  that  the  persons 
who  receive  and  record  the  votes  should  make 
dut  the  statement  of  the  amount  .thereof — hence 
we  find  this  duty  assigned  to  the  judges .  After- 
the  votes  are  all  received  by  the  judges,  and  after 
the  statemenfis  made  out  by  them,  then  the  du- 
ty of  the  sheriff  begins.  The  law  then  says, 
"Whereupon  the  sheriff  shall  proclaim  in.  the 
court-yard  the  persona  then  olecte'd,'  and  to 
what  office."  Here  then  v»  c  have,not'only  in  the 
same  .act,  and  in  the  same  section,  but  in  the 
same  sentence,  these  several  duties  thus  distri- 
buted. The  distinction  in  the  grant  of  power  is 
plain  and  obuous. 

It  is  provided' by  the  Constitution,  that  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Assembly,  and  all  officers, 
Executive  and  Judicial,  before  they  enter  upon 
the  executiort  of  their  respective  offices,  shall 
take  the  oath  which  is  prescribed  therein.  The 
judges  and  clerk  are  required  by  the  law,  before 
they  act  as  such  at  the  electron,  to  take  this  oath '; 
although  the  judges  may  have  taken  it  before  aa 
justices  of  the  peace.  The  law  requiring  that 
this  oath  shall  be  taken  by  the  judges,  and  not 
by  the  sheriff,  although  they  may  have  taken  the 
same  oath  before,  that  the  sheriff  has  taken,  is  a 
circumstance  not  without  weight  in  this  matter. 
It  is  provided  that,  "  The  persons  .  entitled  to- 
suffrage,  shall,  in  the  presence  of  .the  said 
judges  and  sheriff)  vote  personally,  and  pub- 
licly, viva  voce."  This  is  directory,  merely 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  elector  shall 
vote.  '  Jt  is,  not  intended  that  this  clause 
should  confer  power,  or  impose  obligation'  upon 
the  «heriff.  'I  he  sheriff  could  not  draw  any 
power, from  this  provision  ;  it  is  confined  to  the' 
manner  in  which  the  vote  shall  be  given,  and  is 
only  directory  as  to  this  ;  and  as  I  said  before, 
does  not  give  the  sheriff  power  to  decide  on  the 
qualification  of  the  voter,  nor  docs  it  create  an 
obligation  on  the  sheriff  to  be  present  at  the  time 
of  the  election.  It  is  made  the  duty  of  the 
sheriff  to  open  the  polls  on  each  morning  of  the 
election,  and  to  clqso  thein  on  the  evening  of 
each  day, 

It  is.also  his  duty  to  proclaim,'  at  the  close  of 
the  election,  the  parsons  elected,  and  to  what 
officei.  He  is  a  high  prace  officer,  and  as  such, 
his  presende  -might  be  necessary  to  preserve 
op-der,  so  that  the  election  might  be  conducted 
with  good  order,  and  that  an  opportunity  might 
be  afforded  to  :>11  the  elector's  to  vote,  without 
disturbance  or  tumult.  He  is  also  a  public  man. 
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whose  authority  would  be  acknowledged  and  re- j  if  this  right  is  usurped  or  annihilated,  the  sov 


spected,  and  is  supposed  to  be  well  acquainte 
in  the  County,  and  able  to  communicate  informa- 
tion to  the  judges  as  to  the  qualifications  of 
those  offering  to  vote.    These  are  duties  which 
are  required  of  him  by  the  law.     His  presence 
appears  to  be   necessary   for  these  purposes; 
and  hence  it  is  said,  that  the  votes  "shall  be 
given  in  the  presence  of  the  judges  and  she- 
riff."   It  ought  to  be  presumed  that  his  pre- 
sence was  required  for  the  purpose  of  dischar- 
ging the  duties  clearly  enjoined  on  him  by  the 
law.    These  are  duties  which  the  law  manifest- 
ly  imposes  upon  him.     It  is  inferred,  that  he 
will  attend  to  perform  them.     We  ought  not, 
and  cannot,  legally  attach  higher  importance 
to  his  presence,   during  the  election,  than  the 
law  has  attached.     The  votes  taken  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  sheriff  are  all  proved — with,  I  be- 
lieve, one  exception — to  have  been  given  by 
qualified  electors.     The  sheriff,  if  he  had  been 
there,  would  have  had  no  duty  to  perform.    No 
question  was  made  as  to  the  right  of  any  one  to 
vote.  All  who  voted,  would  no  doubt  have  been 
permitted  to  vote,  if  the  sheriff  had  been  there. 
It  would,  indeed,    be  a  most  rigorous  rule  of 
law,  that  would  now  adjudge  that  those  votes, 
thus  taken,  should  be  stricken  off.     I  trust  no 
such  rule  will  be  applied  by  this  house.  I  then 
entertain  the  opinion,  that  the  presence  of  the 
sheriff  was  presumed,  for  it  is  not  enjoined,  to 
perform  those  duties,  which  are  designated  by 
the  law  as  pertaining  to  him,  by  virtue  of  his 
office.     In  my  judgment,  it  is  the  exclusive  du- 
ty of  the  judges  to   attend  to   receiving   the 
votes.     This  grant  of  power  is  clear,  explicit, 
and  positive.     The  right  to  judge  of,  and  de- 
termine upon,  the   rights  of  those  offering  to 
vote,  is  most  clearly  entrusted  to  the  judges, 
by  virtue  of  this  part  Of  the  law.     The  terms 
used  naturally  confer  this  power,  and  impose 
this  duty  upon  them.     The  sheriff  is  not  inclu- 
ded in  this  grant  of  power,  and  designation  of 
persons,  and  duties;  and  his  presence  is  not  es- 
sential to  the  legality  or  validity  of  votes.  This 
is  my  opinion. 

But  suppose,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I  am  in  error 
in  the  views  I  have  taken,  and  the  opinions  [ 
have  advanced;  then  a  very  important  ques- 
tion is  presented  to  the  consideration  of  this 
House.  How  far  ought  those  irregularities,  on 
the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  election,  to  affect 
the  rights  of  legally  qualified  voters?  This  1 
deem  a  question  of  the  highest  importance  to 
the  people  of  this  country.  The  right  of  suf- 
frage, which  is  a  great  constitutional  right— a 
right  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  our  Gov- 
ernment— i  right  which  is  above  price  in  the 
estimation  of  the  people  of  this  country — is 
deeply  interested  in  the  decision  of  this  ques- 
tion. I  deem  it  of  the  greatest  moment,  that 
this  right  of  suffrage,  which  is  to  be  exercised 
by  the  people  themselves,  should  be  preserved 
in  purity,  and  should  be  guarded  by  wisdom 
and  integrity.  If  there  is  any  one  right,  which 
is  more  valuable  than  all  other  civil,  or  political 
rights,  it  is  this  right  of  suffrage:  it  is  the  au- 
thority and  voice  of  the  people  them-elves. 


ereignty  of  the  people  is  impaired,   and  the 
Constitution  violated. 

In  discussing  this   question  I  shall  not  detain 
the  House  long — all  I  say  shall  be  direct  to  the 
question  presented.     The  right  of  the  citizens  to 
elect  their  representatives  to  Congress,  I  have 
already  said  is  a  great  constitutional  right.  The 
law  of  the  State  does  not  give  this  right.     It  is 
a  right  paramount  to  the  laws  of  the  State.     It 
is  a  right,  which  being  secured  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  the  Constitution 
of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  is  above  legislative 
authority.     The  laws  of  the  State  did  not  grant 
or   create  it;  and,  therefore,  cannot  impair  or 
take  it  away,  either  by  direct  or  indirect  legisla- 
tion.    This  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind  in  our  ap- 
plication of  the  law  to  the  facts  in  this  case. 
The   law   of  the   State   only  prescribes    forms 
and  establishes  guards  the  more  effectually  to 
secure  this  right,  and  its   uninterrupted  enjoy- 
ment to  the  people.     The  people  of  the  State  of 
Kentucky  do  not  choose  the  judges  of  the  selec- 
tion.    They  are  appointed  by  the  county  court. 
The  people  have  no  direct  agency  in  their  elec- 
tion.    The  people  go  at  the  time  fixed,  to  the 
place  of  holding  their  election,  and  find  the  she- 
riff of  the  county,  a  known  public  officer,  assist- 
ed by  two  judges,  and  a  clerk,  either  appointed 
by  the  court  or  by   the   sheriff,  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties  as  officers  of  ihe  election.     I  ask, 
are  they  to  look  further?     Is  it  their  duty  to  look 
further?     Is  it  incumbent  on  them  to  look  to  the 
time  of  day,  or  to  the  manner  or  time  in  which 
the  officers  were  appointed.     I  cannot  bring  my 
mind  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  at  all  incum- 
bent on  them,  to  look  into  the  title  of  the  offi- 
cers.    I  think  I  have  been  successful  in  showing 
that  Grant,  at  least,  came  into  office  under  color 
of  authority,  and  that  he  was  an  officer  defacto, 
if  not  dejure.     He  was  called  to  the  office  by 
the  person  having  the  power  to  appoint,and  was 
sworn  as  an  officer  of  the  election,  before  he 
acted  as  such.     I  deny,  most  positively,  that  it 
is,  or  ought  to  be,  incumbent  on  the  citizens  of 
Kentucky  to  see  that  all  the  forms  of  law  in  re- 
gard to  these  preliminary  matters,  have  been  ob- 
served to  the  letter.     The  people  do  not  hold  this 
paramount  right— this  right,  which,  is  the  foun- 
dation of  all  law,  and  without  which  there  can- 
not be  any  government  in  this  country,  by  a  ten- 
ure  so   frail  and  precarious;     It  never  was  in- 
tended that  the  freemen  of  Kentucky  should  be 
periled  in  their  right  of  suffrage,  either  by  the  neg- 
ligence, ignorance,  or  fraud  of  petty  officers.    If 
they  even  thought  that  the  officers  were  not  pro- 
ceeding with  regularity,   they  have  no  power  to 
correct  or  remedy   it.     Officers  generally   feel 
the  dignity  of  the  authority  with  which  they  are 
clothed,  however  small  it  may  be.     They  would 
not  probably  change  their  course,  if  requested 
so  to  do.     Thus  the  people  have  no  alternative 
left,  but  to  vote  or  go  home  without  voting.   They 
might,  to  be  sure,    go   home  without  voting,  but. 
this  would  be   defeating  an   election  altogether, 
and  would  totally  deprive  the  people  of  the  right 
of  suffrage. 
Sir,  the  great  inquiry  ought  in  all  cases  to  be, 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


PUBLISHED  BY  DUFF  GREEN. 


This  paper  gives  a  full  report  of  the  debates  in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  reported  at  large  by 
the  Reporters.  The  price  to  subscribers  is  three  dollars  per  volume,  but  it  will  be  sent  without 
charge  to  those  subscribers  to  the  Telegraph,  Political  Register,  and  Jurist,  who  pay  their 
subscriptions  in  advance.  It  will  be  sent,  at  present,  to  delinquent  subscribers  to  the  Telegraph 
and  Register,  and  all  who,  within  a  reasonable  time,  shall  pay  up  their  arrearges  and  remit  a 
payment  in  advance,  but  those  who  do  not  avail  themselves  of  this  offer  will  be  charged  the 
subscription  price. 

"Vol.  II WASHINGTON,  JUNE  10,  1S34 No.  25. 


was  the  election  free,  full  and  fair  on  the  part  of 
the  voters  ?  If  it  was  free,  full  and  fair,  I  would 
take  it  as  the  expression  of  the  public  will — as 
the  voice  of  the  people  legitimately  made  known, 
and  which  I  hope  1  will  never  disregard.  This 
will  is  too  dear  to  freemen,  too  sacred  to  the 
American  people,  to  be  stifled  or  lost  in  form. 
Chis  will  is  the  'substance  of  the  election — the 
form  is  but  the  shadow.  I  go  for  the  substance 
— I  go  for  the  votes  of  freemen,  regardless  of 
mere  form.  I  care  not  for  the  shadow.  This 
will  of  the  people  as  communicated  by  their  votes 
at  the  polls,  is  the  essence  of  every  election. — 
Yea,  more,  it  is  the  election  itself;  and  ought 
not,  and  cannot  be  controlled  by  mere  form, 
without  destroying  our  republican  form  of  go- 
vernment. Who  are  these  petty  officers,  that  arc 
worked  up  into  such  mighty  importance?  They 
do  not  make  the  election.  They  are  but  instru- 
ments appointed  by  law,  merely  to  receive  the 
suffrages  of  the  people.  The  great  and  para- 
mount right  consists  in  the  act  of  voting.  It  is 
the  voter  who  speaks.  The  voice  and  act  is  his, 
and  to  this  act  alone  should  we  look,  and  by  this 
voice  alone  should  we  be  guided.  To  this  act 
will  I  look,  to  this  voice  will  I  listen,  and  never, 
no  sir,  never  will  I  permit  either  the  mistakes, 
negligence,  or  fraud  of  inferior  officers,  to  alter 
or  annihilate  this  act  of  the  voter,  no  matter  how 
humble  and  retired  his  situation  in  life  may  be. 

The  right  of  suffrage  in  the  hands  of  the  peo- 
ple is  the  all-controlling  power  in  this  govern- 
ment. If  this  right  is  to  be  lost  in  the  mistakes^ 
negligence,  or  fraud  of  officers,what  will  the  con- 
sequence be?  You  at  once  take  off  all  restraint 
upon  ignorance  and  negligence,  and  give  full  li^ 
cense  to  cornption.  If  you  do  this,  you  at  once 
uproot  and  overturn  all  their  constitutional  safe- 
guards, which  can  alone  secure  the  people  in  the 
enjoyment  of  their  right  of  suffrage.  How  do 
individuals  now  find  their  way  into  this  House? 
The  old  fashioned  and  common  way  wilh  us  is 
by  getting  a  majority  or  plurality  of  votes.  This 
is  the  way  which  I  prefer.  But  establish  the 
principle  contended  lor,  and  what  rule  do  you 
then  adopt?  Members  will  then  find  their  way 
here,  not  by  the  legitimate  call  of  the  people,  but 
through  the  ignorance  or  treachery  of  some  petty 
officer.  Is  not  this  putting  the  case  fairly?  I  do 
conceive  that  it  is  nothing  short  ol'  this.  When- 
ever you  establish,  as  a  governing  principle,- 
that  the  errors  and  omissions  of  officers  shall 
control  the  set*  and  voice  of  the  voters,  you  do 


in  effect  establish  the  principle  above  stated. 
Men  would  then  find  their  way  into  office  not 
only  without  the  votes  of  the  people,  Hut  a- 
gainst  the  votes  of  the  people.  When  the  peo- 
ple have  spoken  and  made  their  choice,  their 
voice  is  to  be  disobeyed,  and  their  choice  re- 
jected. The  people  of  this  country  never  in- 
tended that  the  elective  franchise  should  be 
made  subject  to  this  want  of  form,  or  abuse  on 
the  part  of  county  or  township  officers.  The 
great  question,  as  I  have  before  stated,  ought  to 
be,  was  the  election  full,  free  and  fair>  Had 
those  who  voted  aright  to  vote,  and  did  they 
vote  in  time  and  manner  as  directed  by  law  on 
their  facts?  If  they  did,  1  would  give  effect 
to  it.  The  right  of  suffrage  is  too  precious  to 
be  subject  to  such  refinements  and  technicali- 
ties. This  is  the  only  rule  which  will  preserve 
our  republican  form  of  government  in  purity. 
The  majority  must  rule.  The  person  who  has 
the  most  legal  votes  if  elected. 

The  fact  that  the  people  themselves,  at  the 
time,  thought  those  irregularities,  as  far  as  thsy 
had  been  apprised  of  them,  of  no  importance, 
has  great  influence  upon  my  mind.  Two  jud- 
ges, publicly  appointed  in  the  way  pointed  out 
by  law,  presided,  as»isted  by  a  legally  constitu- 
ted clerk,  and  attended  by  ihe  high  "sheriff  of 
the  county.  The  people'of  all  parties,  and  all 
the  candidates,  thought,  at  the  time,  all  was 
right.  The  election  wa9  public,  ami  the  citi- 
zens, who  were  the  substantial  agents  at  the 
election,  carried  it  on  without  any  distrust  that 
it  was  wrong.  They  did  not  entertain  :i  doubt 
at  the  time  ol  its  validity — no  objection  was 
made  by  any  one — the  people  voted  for  the  can- 
didate of  their  choice — they  believed  that  they 
were  legally  and  efficiently  exercising  their 
rights — no  inu-mur  Was  heard  for  near  two 
wt-eks— no  inconvenience  was  felt  at  the  time. 
All  had  an  opportunity  to  vote,  and  did  vote.  I 
cannot  now  think  that  all  thisf»hus  solemnly  and 
deliberately  done  by  the  people,  is  to  be  set  aside 
by  tbe application  of  a  rule  rarely  resorted  to 
in  criminal  proceedings.  I  regard  the  opinion 
of  the  people.  I  take  for  granted  that  the/ 
have  some  knowledge  of  the  law  and  their 
rights.  They  did  not  think  t!)at  any  injury  or 
injustice  was  done  them^  nor  do  they  think  so 
now.  They  do  not  now  complain — the  com- 
plaint comes  from  a  candidate,  against  whom 
the  majority  of  the  votes  was  given.  I  do  not 
think  those  objections  ought  to  prevail.     They 
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ought  to  be  considered  as  waved  by  the  people 
who  are  the  real  parties  in  this  transaction.  It 
is  for  the  interest  of  the  public,  and  the  rights 
of  the  electors  require,  in  my  judgment,  that 
they  should  be  so  considered. 

Then,  to  conclude  on  this  point,  I  do  not  think 
the  presence  of  the  sheriff  so  material  that  tlv 
votes  of  legally  qualified  electors  should  be  re- 
jected because  he  was  temporarily  absent.     I 
think  that  Grant  was  at  least  an  officer  defacto, 
a  nil  that  his  acts  as  such  were  most  clearly  good. 
The   law ,  with  regard  to  the  acts  of  defacto 
officers,  is  perfectly  wrll  settled.  It  is  a  rule  that 
is  founded  in  jus'ice,  and  his  been  approved  of 
by  the  experience  of  ages.     The  rule  is  as  old 
as  our  law  books.     The  rule  is,  that  all  the  acts 
of  such  officer  are  good,  so  far  as   regards  the 
rights  of  the  public,  or  their  persons.     The  of- 
fice is  void  as  to  himself  only.    This  rule  is  well 
understood  in  Pennsylvania.  Even  when  rights 
»re   divested,  through   the  agency  of  officers, 
this  rule  applies  with  all  its  force.    If  that  be  so, 
why  should  it  not  be  so  here?     The  rights  of  no 
one  are  affected  by  allowing  the  votes  of  these 
men.     Mr.  Moore  has  no  right  to  complain.  He 
ought  not  to  come  into  office  against  the  votes 
of  the  people  of  the  district.     The  votes  which 
he  attempt  to  strike  off,  were  all  given  by  le- 
gdly  qualified  voters.   They  voted  against  him. 
The  electors  have,  in  fact,  chosen  M' .  Letcher. 
He  is  their  choice;  no  one  doubts  it — he  ought, 
thjretor^,  to  be  their  representative;  they  have 
said  so.     I  regard  their  voice,  and  as  far  as  my 
vote    will  g  ,  I  will   give  t fleet  to  it.     I  think 
the   rules  1  have  1  »d    down   are  the  only  safe 
ones.     I    think   they  conform  to  the  great  and 
fundamental  principles  upon  which  the  right  of 
suffrage  is  founded.      I  thi«k  tha'  they  are  the 
only  rules   which  will   promote  and  secure  the 
h  gh  ends  contemp'a'ed  by  the   people  them- 
selves in  framing  their  Constitution;  and  that  the 
one  contended  for  by  the  majority  of  the  com- 
miitee  completely  nullifies  the  right  of  suff  age 

The  majority  of  the  committee  have  referred 
to  some  dec  sions  in  cases  oF  contested  elections 
as  sustaining  the  decision  which  they  have 
made.  I  will  answer  one  or  two  of  those  cited. 
The  firs',  whicH  1  will  notice,  is  the  case  of 
Duncan  McFarland,  vs  Samuel  D.  Purviance 
Titis  cas-  was  from  North  Carolina.  On  the 
29th  of  February,  1804,  the  Committee  of  E- 
lections  made  their  report ,  which  was  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Who'e  Hou-e,  who,  on 
the  6ih  of  March,  1804.  were,  on  motion,  &s- 
cha  ged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof, 
and  the  subject  appeals  not  to  have  been  acted 
on  again  during  that  stsaon  of  Congress.  At 
the  succeeding  session  of  Congress,  Duncan 
McFarland  a<$ain  presented  his  memoiid,  pray- 
ing that  the  H  uise  Would  take  into  considera- 
tion, and  ultimately  decide  upon  the  subject 
matter  of  his  memorial.  This  new  memorial  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Election-,  but  it 
does  not  appear  that  any  report  was  ever  made 
tr  f-reon.  No  decision  was  ever  made  in  this 
;ase  by  Congress,  and  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  of 
what  authority  it  can  be.    It  is  of  no  authority, 


and  I  cannot  perceive  for  what  purpose  it  was 
cited. 

I   will  notice  one  other  case,  and,  if  I  am 
not  much  mistaken,  it  will  turn  our,  that  the 
majority  were  equally  unfortunate  in  citing  this 
case.     If  I  understand  the  case,  it  is  an  authori- 
ty directly  against  the  position  which  they  have 
taken,  and  one  which  fully  sustains  the  princi- 
ples for  which  I  have  been  contending.     It  is 
the  case  of  Rufus  Easton  vs.  John  Scott,  dele- 
gates of  Missouri  Territory.     In  this  case,  the 
committee  decided,  that  as  it  was  required  by 
law  that  the  election  should  be  held  by  three 
judges,  who  are  to  be  sworn,  and  that  two  per- 
sons acted  as  judges  and  were  not  sworn.  That 
as  the  law  required  that  two  persons  should  act 
as  clerks,  who  should  be  sworn,  and  but  one 
acted  as  clerk,  who  was  not  sworn  ;  that  the 
votes  taken  by  those  persons,  as  officers  of  the 
election,   were  illegal,  and  should  be  rejected. 
The  committee    also   made    other   decisions, 
which  I  need  not  take  time  to  state.     When 
this    report  was    before  a   Committee  of   the 
Whole  House,  on  the  3d  of  January,  1817,  Mr. 
Webster  opposed  the  report  of  the  committee, 
on  the  ground  of  its  being  predicated  only  on 
illegality,  in  a  separate  election,  without  enter- 
ing into  an  examination  of  the  qualifications  of 
the  voters  generally;  and  moved  the  recommit- 
ment of  the  report  to  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, with  instructions,  to  receive  evidence  that 
the  persons  voting  for  either  candidate,  were  not 
entitled  to  vote  on  the  election.     The  vote  being 
taken  on  this  motion  to  recommit,  it  was  decid- 
ed in  the  affirmative.     Here  then  is  the  princi- 
ple decided,  which  I  contend  for.     The  report 
of  the  committee  was  founded  on  irregularities, 
on  the  part  of  the  officers,  or  persons  holding 
the  election.      The  commtttee  have  rejected 
votes,  because,  that  they  had  not  been  receiv- 
ed by  the  number  of  officers  required  by  law, 
and  because  that  those  persons  had  not  been 
sworn.     This  was  their  report,  and  for  these 
reas  ns,  votes  had  been  rejected.     The  com- 
mittee had  not  extended  their  examination  to 
the  qualification  of  the  electors.     What  do  the 
House  do?     The  report  is  recommitted  not  ge- 
nerally, but  with  definite  and  particular  instruc- 
tions M  to  receive  evidence  that  persons  voting 
for  either  candidate,  were   not  entitled  to  vote 
at  the  election  "     The  recommitment  was  for 
this  single  fact;  this  was  all  that  the  House  want- 
ed.      I  he   House  thus  determined  to  confine 
them   to    the  single  fact,  whether  the  voters 
were  legally  qua!  tied.     The  House  refused  to 
decide  without  this    inquiry  was  first  made. 
This  was  considered  the  all  important  question. 
It  shows  clt  &rly  that  those  irregularities  were  not 
suff  cient  to  vitiate  the  election,  in  the  opinion  of 
that  Congress  and  let  in  the  minority  candidate. 
No  principle  can  be  more  clearly  asserted,  nor 
can  any  decision  be  more  directly  in  point. — 
The  committee    afterwards    reported  to    the 
House  that  evidence  could  not  be  procured,  so 
as  to  enable  the  committee  to  investigate  the 
qualifications  of  the  electors  during  the  present 
Congress,  and  asked  to  be  "discharged  from 
further  investigation  into  the  qualifications  of 
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the  said  electors."  Finally,  a  new  election  was 
ordered.  It  plainly  appears  in  the  case,  that 
if  the  votes  which  were  thus  irregularly  taken 
were  rejected,  that  Rufus  Easton  would  have 
been  entitled  to  his  seat.  Those  irregularities 
were  clearly  made  out,  yet  that  Congress 
would  not  suffer  this  to  be  done.  It  appeared 
to  be  the  opinion  of  members  then,  as  it  is  mine 
iiow,  that  no  individual  should  be  permitted  to 
tike  his  seat  against  the  majority  of  the  votes 
of  his  district.  I  do  not  see  how  any  man  can 
ask,  or  expect  to  be  permitted  to  represent  the 
people,  not  only  without,  but  against  their  voice, 
not  only  when  they  have  not  chosen  him,but  when 
they  have  in  fact  chosen  another  to  represent 
them.  This,  in  my  judgment,  is  any  thing  but 
republican  in  principle.  It  is  at  variance  with 
the  genius  of  our  free  institutions.  I  have  said 
all  I  intended  to  say  on  this  part  of  the  case, 
and  at  present  will  not  remark  upon  those  ques- 
tions, which  I  purpose,  in  the  further  progress 
«.'!  the  case,  to  present  to  the  consideration  of 
the  House. 

The  House   adjourned    until  to-morrow,   11 
oVlock  A.  M. 


IN  SENATE. 

Wsdhesdat,  Mat  21,  1334. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  to  the  Senate  a 
memorial  from  a  meeting  of  delegates  from  all 
the  townships  in  the  county  of  Otsego,  N.  Y. 

A  memorial  from  citizens  of  the  village  of 
llrockport,  in  the  county  of  Monroe,  and  State 
of  New-York,  numerously  signed,  and  without 
distinction  of  party. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  Pittsfort,  in 
the  county  of  Monroe,  N.  Y.,  reprobating  the 
measures  and  doctrines  of  the  Executive,  and 
expressing  the  hope  that  Congress  would  nut 
adjourn  tdl  measures  should  be  taken  to  relieve 
the  country.  The  memorials  took  the  usual  di- 
rection, the  names  being  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  EWING  presented  a  memorial  from  73 
inhabitants  of  Athens  county,  Ohio,  in  favor  of 
the  Executive. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  about  1,000  voter*  of 
the  county  of  Greene,  opposed  to  Executive 
measures  and  doc.rine?. 

And  a  memorial  of  the  same  character  from 
citizens  of  Boone  county,  Ohio.  These  memo- 
rials were  referred  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presenied  a  memorial  frcm 
Susquehanna  county,  Penn. ,  and  another  from 
an  adjoining  county;  the  former  approving  of 
the  measures  of  the  Ex-  cuti-e,  and  the  latter 
di>approv  ng.  They  were  referted,  i-ndorde- 
ed  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LEIGH  presented  a  memorial  from  sun- 
dry citizens  of  Jefferson  county,  Va.T   staling 


papers  to  present  to  the  Senate,  and  he  would 
take  this  occasion,  which  appeared  to  be  about 
as  empty  as  he  thought  the  Treasury  would  be 
at  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  first  which  he  would  present,  were  six 
memorials  from  the  county  of  Huntington,  Pa. 
containing  in  all  about  five  or  six  hundred  sub- 
scribers. Mr.  C.  was  informed  that  there  were 
others  of  the  same  kind  in  circulation,  and  he 
had  been  assured  that  they  would  be  signed  by 
about  two-thirds  of  the  voters  in  the  county  of 
Huntington,  to  which  county  one  of  the  Sena- 
tors from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Wiikins,)  hid 
adverted,  as  Mr.  C.  thought,  with  rather  ill- 
timed  triumph.  Huntington  was  a  mountain- 
ous and  highly  respectable  county.  As  the 
six  memorials  were  the  same,  he  would  not  ask 
their  reading,  and  would  move  the  printing 
of  only  one  of  them. 

Mr.  CLAY  also-  presented  the  proceedings 
of  a  respectable  meeting  of  4500  inhabitants  of 
Doylestown  and  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania. 
The  pursuits  of  the  people  were  agricultural 
and  commercial,  and  one  or  two  canals  passed 
through  the  county.  The  proceedings  disclos- 
ed a  great  deal  of  intelligence  on  the  part  of 
the  meeting.  They  perfectly  comprehended 
the  passing  events  of  the  day.  The  memorial 
was  drawn  up  in  a  decided  and  manly  tone,  and 
condemned,  mc->t  emphatically,  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Executive  Government,  in  relation 
to  the  public  treasury. 

The  memorialists  said,  and  so  Mr.  C.  thought, 
that  after  there  had  been  an  expression  by  one 
branch  of  Congress,  that  the  removal  of  the  de- 
positee was  illegal  and  unconstitutional,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ought  to  have  retraced 
his  steps;  Mr.  C.  would  say  he  ought  to  have 
done  it,  and  it  would  have  been  done  under  the 
authority  of  any  pther  administration  of  the  Go- 
vernment. What,  Mr.  C.  asked,  was  the  state 
of  things  at  this  moment  in  regard  to  the  head  of 
the  Treasury  ?  Twelve  months  had  passed  with- 
in eight  days,  in  which  there  had  been  no  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  appointed  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  according 
to  the  Constitution  ;  and  for  eight  months  past*, 
within  two  days,  the  acting  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  had  been  continued  in  office,  and  this 
was  now  the  sixth  month  of  the  session,  and  up 
to  this  moment,  no  nomination  of  the  Secretary 
of  l  he  Treasury,  or  of  any  other  of  the  new  mem- 
bers of  the  cabinet,  had  been  introduced  since 
the  last  session.  Mr.  C.  expressed  his  intention 
to  proclaim  to  the  people,  periodically,  from  this 
time  to  the  close  of  the  session,  that  the  Presi- 
dent continued  the  Secretary  in  office  without 
deigning  to  consult  the  Senate  as  to  his  appoint- 
ment. 

llut  this  was  not  the  worst ;  on  the  3d  of  De- 


thal  the  distress   wan  increasing,  and  likely  to 

increase;  and  expressing  a  aenlin  ent  in  which  |ber,  1832,  the  last  session  of  Con °res s  opened 
Mr.  L.  concurred,  that  party  feeling  ought  to  On  the  4th  day  of  the  same  montht  Mr.  Duanc 
be  sacrificed  for  the  good  of  the  country,  by  j  was  consulted  in  respect  to  his  inclination  to  ac 
adopting  measures  to  rcl.eve  it;  and  to  rescue  ;cept  the  appointment  to  the  Treosury,and  signified 
Uiousaius  of  our  fellow-ci  izens  from  the  ruin  j  his  willingness  to  accept  the  office.  '  The  subso- 
il >w  impending.  The  memorial  was  referred,)  quent  arrangement  showed  the  Secretary  of  the- 
and  ordered  to  be  pointed.  Treasury  transferred  to  the  Department  of  State 

.Mr.  CLAY  had  a  bunch  of  memorials  and  I  the  Attorney  General  to  the.  Treasury  Depart 
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ment,  and  the  friend  of  the  chair,  from  Albany, 
inducted  into  the  office  of  Attorney  General. 

It  was  fair  to  conclude  that  Mr.  Livington  was 
at  the  same  time  designed  to  be  sent  on  the  mis- 
sion to  which  he  was  afterwards  deputed.  This 
was  in  the  midst  of  the  session  of  Congress, 
while  the  Senate  was  in  session,  whom,  by  the 
Constitution  the  President  was  bound  to  consult, 
and  all  these  arrangements  were  then  made  and 
determined  on.  Yet,  in  contempt  of  the  Senate, 
as  if  the  President  was  determined  to  act  in  the 
spirit  of  the  Stuarts,  in  contempt  of  the  Senate, 
and  in  despite  of  their  constitutional  power  of 
appointment,  he  postponed  these  appointments 
determined  on  in  December,  1832,  waited  the 
adjournment  of  Congress,  and  in  May  following, 
invited  Mr.  Duanc  to  take  charge  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, and  in  farther  contempt  of  the  constitutional 
power  of  this  body,  he  in  August  appointed  Mr. 
Livingston  to  France,  to  that  mission  which  was 
known  to  all.  Did  not  this  manifest  a  disposi- 
tion to  get  rid  of  the  Senate,  and  of  Congress, 
and  to  subject  all  power  to  a  single  will? 

What  consequences  might  happen  abroad,  as 
well  as  at  home,  we  already  had  intelligence. 
Let  it  be  supposed  that  Mr.  Livingston  had  been 
immediately  sent  out  during  the  session,  in  1832, 
or,  if  his  health  would  not  permit  a  winter  voy- 
age, early  in  the  spring  of  1933,  charged  with 
information  as  to  the  good  hargain  which  had 
been  so  much  vaunted,  and  as  to  the  real  amount 
which  was  due  to  our  citizens;  having  the  infor- 
mation contained  in  authentic  documents,  that 
the  sum  due  for  French  spoliations,  instead  of 
25,000,000  francs,  or  $5,000,000,  was  100,000,000 
francs,  or  15  or  #1G,000,000,  and  if  he  had  been 
there  at  the  opening  of  the  French  Houses,  in 
the  full  exercise  of  his  acknowledged  ability, 
could  there  be  a  doubt  that  the  subject  would 
have  come  to  a  different  result?  Thus  by  the 
President's  delay  to  call  on  the  Senate  for  their 
constitutional  co-operation,  as  early  as  December, 

1832,  or  prior  to  the  close  of  the  session  in  March, 

1833,  we  saw  what  might  have  happened  abroad, 
and  what  had  happened  at  home,  resulting  in 
distress,  which  afforded  evidence  stronger  than 
any  language  which  he  (Mr.  C.)  could  employ. 
He  doubted,  or  rather  he  had  no  doubt,  that  on 
the  true  constitutional  meaning  of  that  clause  in 
the  Constitution,  by  which  the  President  was  au- 
thorized to  fill  vacancies  during  the  recess  of 
Congress,  we  had  had  no  constitutional  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  from  May,  1832,  to  this  day. 
[  Mr.C.  read  the  clause  which  says  that  the  Presi- 
dent shall  fill  such  vacancies  as  may  happen  du- 
ring the  recess  of  Congress.]  Mr.  C  said  the 
question  turned  on  the  true  meaning  of  the  word 
happen.  Constitutional  vacancies,  he  thought, 
might  happen  from  resignation,  death,  or  other 
unforeseen  and  unavoidable  causes.  But  he  be- 
lieved the  framers  of  the  Constitution  had  no 
idea  of  a  power  to  create  vacancies,  and  of 
another  power  to  fill  those  vacancies  when  cre- 
ated. If  such  a  power  were  admitted,  what 
would  be  the  consequences?  The  President,  in 
spite  of  the  Senate,  might  retain  such  Secretary 
as  he  pleased  during  the  whole  of  his  adminis- 
tration, with  the  exception  of  a  single  day;  and 


if  the  Senate  should  differ  from  him,  in  regard 
to  an  appointment;  what  had  the  President  to  do? 
He  could  defer  the  appointment  to  the  last  minute 
of  the  session,  nominate  a  person  acceptable  to 
the  Senate,  get  him  confirmed,  and  the  next  day 
turn  him  out  and  raise  his  own  favorite  to  power. 
He  could  create  a  vacancy,  and  in  this  case  he 
had  the  power,  not  of  one  custody  only,  but  of 
a  double  custody  over  the  treasury.  First,  he 
appointed  Mr.  Duane  on  the  21st  of  March,  and 
Mr.  D.  would  neither  die  nor  resign,  there  was 
no  vacancy  either  by  an  act  of  Providence,  or  of 
the  Secretary,  but  the  President  expelled  him, 
and  then  appointed  a  second  Secretary.  Thus 
two  vacancies  had  been  created,  since  the  Senate 
had  acted  on  an  appointment,  and  the  second 
Secretary  kept  his  office  in  defiance  of  every 
thing;  six  months  had  passed  without  the  slight- 
est intimation  that  the  President  would  take  the 
advice  of  the  Senate,  which  by  the  Constitution 
was  required.  Mr.  C.  therefore  would  agree 
with  these  people  of  Doylestown,  that  the  whole 
proceedings  of  the  President,  in  relation  to  the 
treasury,  betrayed  a  settled  purpose  not  to  give 
up  his  absolute  control  over  it.  The  memorial 
was  admirably  drawn,  and  from  a  quarter  from 
which  Mr.  C.  was  glad  to  hear;  it  was  from  good 
old  Pennsylvania,  loving  a  man  who  had  enjoyed 
her  confidence,  but  loving  her  country  better 
than  any  man. 

The  other  proceedings  were  from  Seneca 
Falls.  In  five  years  the  population  of  Seneca 
Falls  had  increased  from  a  hundred  and  fifty 
to  three  thousand.  The  water  power  in  that 
place,  which  was  employed  in  the  working  of 
five  mills,  cotton  mills  and  others,  the  great 
staple  of  the  country  being  wheat,  had  fallen  in 
value  twenty  per  cent. 

A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Pre . 
sident  of  the  United  States,  on  Executive  busi- 
ness, by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  private  Secretary. 

Mr.  CLAY  proceeded.  Of  the  way  in 
which  things  were  managed  in  the  getting  up 
of  memorials  in  favor  of  the  measures  of  the 
Executive,  he  had  received  a  letter  which  gave 
him  information.  It  seemed  that  there  was  a 
meeting  held  at  Seneca  Falls,  for  the  election 
of  municipal  officers  for  the  spring.  When  the 
meeting  had  principally  retired,  and  the  secre- 
tary had  left  the  chair,  another  secretary  was 
appointed  by  the  few  that  remained,  and  these 
few  passed  the  resolutions  expressive  of  the 
approbation  of  Seneca  county  of  the  removal 
of  the  deposites.  The  meeting  was  held  by 
office  holders;  the  deputy  postmaster  passed 
the  resolutions  and  handed  them  to  the  honora- 
ble Senator.  Some  of  the  Jackson  men  be- 
came indignant  at  the  circumstance,  and  im- 
mediately turned  whigs,  and  some  of  these  gen- 
tlemen, becoming  indignant  at  thus  smuggling 
the  memorial,  named  officers  different  from 
those  who  had  nominated,  and  they  had  now 
sent  the  real  voice  of  Seneca  Falls. 

On  this  important  subject  were  we  to  have 
any  thing  done?  Gentlemen  were  afraid  to  go 
home  without  having  done  any  thing,  or  to  do 
any  thing  here.  If  they  would  say  that  they 
really  mean  to  do  nothing  towards  relieving 
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the  people,  he  was  ready,  as  soon  as  the  Senate  jber  who  did  not  disapprove  of  the  act  of  the 
had  finished  the  necessary  business  of  the  ses- 1  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Many  individuals 
,sion,  to  adjourn  and  go  home.  He  had  heard 'actuated  by  feelings  of  personal  kindness  to- 
that  the  whole  regency  had  fled  from  Albany,  wards  the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  influenced  by 
i&ncl  taken  refuge  in  this  city.  He  besought!  the  fact  that  the  measure  had  taken  place, deem- 
them,  in  this  trying  time,  to  bear  with  christian  ed  it  best  that  the  Secretary  should  not  retrace 
'fortitude  and  resignation.  Life  was  uncertain;  i  his  steps,  and  that  a  restoration  should  not  take 
tin  the  midst  of  life  there  was  death.  To  day!  place.  He  had  never,  however,  heard  any 
;«re  may  be  joyous  in  the  heighday  of  life;  to-  member  of  this  or  the  other  House  say,  that  the 
imorrow,  cast  into  the  lowest  depths  of  misery,  reasons  of  the  Secretary  were  sufficient.  They 
fle  would  advise  them  to  bear  their  reverse; 'knew  that  in  several  instances,  gentlemen  of 
And  he  hoped  that  those  who  succeeded  them  I  this  body,  had  voted  against  the  resolutions  of 


in  office  would  treat  them  with  all  kindness. 

He  moved  that  the  memorial  be  referred  to 
he  Committee  on  Finance  and  printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  would  like  to  hear  the  letter 
from  Seneca  Falls,  if  it  was  not  private. 

Mr.  CLAY  had  such  entire  confidence  in 
.he  honorable  Senator  that  he  would  not  hesi- 
ate  to  allow  him  the  perusal  of  his  most  pri- 
vate correspondence;  and  would,  if  he  wished 
t,  allow  him  to  peruse  the  letter  referred  to. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  did  not  recollect  presenting 
iny  thing  from  Seneca  Falls,  except  when  he 
nade  the  speech  to  which  the  Senator  refer- 
ed.  His  impression  was  that  the  memorial 
poke  in  the  voice  of  the  citizens  of  that  coun- 


the  Senate  upon  this  subject,  who  neverthe- 
less condemned  the  act  of  the  Secretary. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  made  some  observations  in 
reply  to  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  which 
were  very  indistinctly  heard.  He  said,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  meeting  at  Seneca  Falls,  that  he 
knew  the  persons  who  composed  that  meeting, 
the  deputy  postmaster  in  particular,  and  he  was 
not  acquainted  with  any  man  who  had  not  great- 
er claims  to  respect  as  an  honorable,independent 
and  fearless  citizen,  than  that  individual.  The 
only  question  remaining  then,  was — did  this 
man  lose  his  rights  as  a  citizen,  in  consequence 
of  his  having  become  a  postmaster?  He,  (Mr 
W.)    would  not  discuss   this  point;  he   would 


y.  He  must  notice  one  remark  which  had  fal-j leave  it  to  be  decided  by  the  good  sense  of  the 
en  from  the  honorable  gentleman,  and  that  [people  of  the  United  States.  He  would  say, 
vas,  that  it  was  strange  that  the  Secretary  had ', however,  that  he  (Mr.  W. )  had  yet  to  learn, 
>ot  returned  the  deposites  to  the  Bank  of  the! that  because  he  was  an  officer  of  the  Govern- 
Jnited  States,  when  it  was  declared- by  this  ment,  and  had  a  seat  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate, 
>ranch  of  the  legislature  that  the  removal  of.  he  had  forfeited  his  rights  as  a  citizen.  If  lie 
hem  from  the  bank  was  not  constitutional,  j  had  not  thus  lost  his  privileges,  neither  had  this 
yhile  the  other  branch  and  the  people  thought] postmaster. 

ftherwise.  Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  he  would  take  this  op- 

Mr.  WRIGHT  continued.  He  would  only 'portunity  of  adverting  to  the  faet  of  the  Presi- 
ay  that  the  gentlemen  who  had  been  alluded  dent  riot  having  yet  held  any  intercourse  with 
o,  were  inoffensive  citizens  from  his  State,who!the  Senate  upon  the  subject  of  appointments, 
lad  come  to  visit  the  seat  of  Government,  and  j  The  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
te  thought  he  might  venture  to  say,  that  they  Clay)  had  alluded  to  the  long  continuance  of 
yould  continue  inoffensive  as  long  as  they  re-  'the  appointments  which  had  been  made  by  the 
pained  here.  He  regretted  lobe  obliged  in  President  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Se- 
lls place  to  say  this  much  in  behalf  of  gemle-'nate  having  been  obtained  to  them.  He  (Mr. 
pen  who  come  here  upon  their  private  business  i  W.)  wished  now  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
r  their  private  pleasure.  (Senate  to  the  practical  application  of  the  pro- 

Mr.  CLAY  hoped,  the  Senator  from  New  vision  in  the  Constitution  in  relation  to  this  mat- 
fork,  did  not  understand  his  observations  as  ter.  The  Constitution  declared  that  the  Pre- 
pplving  to  these  private  gentlemen;  he,  (Mr.  isident  should  fill  any  vacancy  which  might  oc- 
3.)  had  alluded  to  the  Albany  regency.  If  the  cur  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  by  granting 
onorable  Senator  were  even  to  say  that  these  j  commissions  which  were  to  expire  at  the  com- 
;entlemen  were  members  of  the  regency,  he,  jmencement  of  the  next  session.  Now  the  first 
Mr.  C.)  would  be  for  extending  to  them,  if i  session  of  Congress  oommenced  in  March  '89, 
hey  came  here  in  the  character  of  private  in- 
ividuals,  every  possible  mark  of  kindness  and 


'and  ended  in  September  or  October  of  the  same 
year.  The  second  session  began  some  time  in 
January  1790;  the  first  recess  took  place  in  the 
fall  of  '89,  and  during  that  recess  some  vacan- 
cies occurred.  The  commencement  then  of  the 
session  of  1790,  was  the  first  time  the  Senate 


ospitality.     With  respect  to  another  remark 

rhich  had  fallen  from  the   honorable  Senator, 

Br.  C.  begged  to  say,  that  the  House  of Repre- 

entatives  had  not,  accordiug  to  any  account  of 

neir   proceedings  which   had  been  published,  [were  called  upon  to  fill  vacancies  which    had 

xpressed  their  opinion  that  the  reasons  assign- (occurred  during  a  recess.     Now,  in  the  mes 

d  by  the  Secretary,  for  the  removal  of  the  de-i  sage  sent  by  Washington  to  the  Senate  at  that 


osites,  were  satisfactory.  No  support  then,  for 
lis  measure  was  to  be  found  in  the  proceed- 
lgs  of  the  other  House;  and  if  he  were  to  de- 
art  from  the  usual  mode  of  obtaining  informa- 
on,  and  make  use  of  private  opinion,  he  beg- 


time,  within  one  month  after  the  opening  of 
the  session,  he  clearly  defined  the  intention  of 
the  Constitution  upon  this  point.  The  message 
was  dated  the  9th  of  February.  Mr.  W.  here 
read  from  the  message  to  which  he  had  refer- 


ed  to  say  that  he  had  yet  to  meet  with  a  mem- 1  red,  showing  that  President  Washington  was  of 
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opinion,  'hat  officers  appointed  during  a  recess 
of  Congress,  should  only  retain  their  offices 
until  it  was  in  the  powtr  of  the  Senate  to  ap- 
point others. 

He  (Mr.  W.)  undertook  to  say,  that  this  had 
been  the  uniform  practice  of  every  administra- 
tion from  the  commencement  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  the  present  period.  If  gentlemen 
would  go  through  the  journals  from  January, 
*90,  he  doubted  if  they  would  find  that  any 
nomination  made  during  the  recess,  had  ever 
laid  over  more  than  a  month  after  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  understood  that  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Webster,)  still  in- 
dulged a  hope  to  revive  the  bank.  If  the  hon. 
Sena'or  wished  to  relieve  the  public  distress  he 
would  advise  him  to  try  to  do  so  by  some  other 
mode,  and  the  sooner  he  bent  his  mind  to  it  the 
better.  But  the  more  important  subject  was 
the  power  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
in  making  nominations.  The  hon.  Senator  from 
Virginia  said,  that  this  was  the  first  time  the 
power  was  exercised  in  this  way.  The  power 
of  the  President  was  absolute  so  far  as  related 
to  temporary  appoin'ments.  An  individaal  who 
was  objectionable  might  be  fixed  on  the  peo. 
pie,  contrary  to  his  (die  President's)  duty,  but 
that  was  not  the  question.  The  hon.  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  had  told  the  Senate  that  he 
bad  examined  the  records,  and  no  instance  of 
this  kind  had  ever  occurred  before.  He  would 
refer  the  hon.  Senator  to  two  instances.  He 
held  in  his  hand  a  nomination  by  Jefferson,  on 
the  25th  of  February,  1807,  three  days  before 
the  adjournment  of  C<  ngress.  They  were  mili- 
tary appointments,  but  the  principle  was  the 
same.  There  was  one  also  of  a  civil  appoint- 
ment, in  February,  1809,  in  the  nomination  of 
Wm.  Short,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  En- 
gland, just  one  week  before  the  adjournment 
of  Congress.  And  there  was  the  decision  of 
the  Senate  unanimously  rejecting  the  appoint- 
ment. So  far  as  precedent  went,  there  was 
abundance  of  precedent. 

If  the  gentleman,  (Mr.  Webster,)  was  anx- 
io'is,  continued  Mr.  Forsyth,  to  do  the  good 
which  he  promised,  let  him  unite  with  the 
friends  of  the  administration,  in  using  his  influ- 
ence with  the  Senate,  and  operate  with  the  Go- 
vernment on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to 
teach  it  its  duty,  and  compel  it  to  obev  the  dic- 
tates of  duty.  Come  what  would,  the  fate  of 
that  institution  was  sealed,  though  in  its  dying 
struggles  it  did  injury  to  the  community  to 
the  depths  of  its  foundations.  But  no  struggle 
could  postpone  the  day  of  its  doom.  It  there- 
fore became  its  friends  to  exercise  all  tluir  pow- 
ers to  make  it  do  its  duty.  This  required  sac- 
rifices on  their  part;  but  then  they  need  not  re- 
tract their  opinions  in  regard  to  the  acts  of  the 
Executive,  or  of  the  other  House;  they  might 
yield  to  necessity,  and  do  an  act  of  justice .  Mr. 
F  rejoiced  to  know  that  if  individuals  connected 
With  the  bank  would  suffer,  the  bank  might 
s  rike  a  deadly  blow  onthe  heads  of  individuals, 
bat  it  was  beyond  its  power  to  touch  the  great 
.jterests  of  the  country. 


Mr.  WEBSTER  would  say  a  few  words  in  j 
ply  to  the  gentleman's  remarks;  and  first  on  th<( 
Presidential  appointments,  to  which  he  had  al- 
luded, without  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate." 
The  gentleman  supposed  that  the  present  case- ; 
was  not  without  a  precedent.     Mr.  W.  averred ' 
that  it   was  without  a  precedent.    After  a  re  ' 
search  by  others  and  himself,they  had  not  fount ' 
one  case  of  the  kind  since  the  commencement ' 
of  the  Government,  giving  the  slightest  counts' 
nance  to  the  present  course  of  the  President.!' i I 
Officers  had  now  held  their  offices  since  th^ i 
last  year;  Congress  had  been  six  months  in  se&<<  • 
sion,  and  the  officers  still  held  on;  for  this  then:1 1 
had  been  no  case  that  would  serve  as  an  exam    ' 
pie.     The  President,  so  far  from  having  follow* ; 
ed  the  example  of  Gen.  Washington,  who  delayit  > 
ed  thirty  day  at  farthest,  and  generally  for  In ! 
much  shorter  period,  had  delayed  his  nomina.1.! ' 
tions  for  a  length  of  time  beyond  that  of  anj*i 
former  example. 

But  the  gentleman  argued  the  question,  as  fen 
the  President  had  withheld  the  nomination  o  |i 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  alone,  when  haW 
his  con*titutional  advisers  had  held  their  officet:'  i 
for  six  or  eight  months,  without  his  asking  tluJii 
Senate  for  its  opinion  as  to  their  confirmationoM 
rejection;  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  theTn&a^ 
sury,  and  the  Attorney  General,  had  never  BeeN 
nominated.  The  gentleman  asked  what  wa»i 
the  harm.  Just  the  harm,  said  Mr.  W7,  thaK 
what  the  Constitution  enjoined  was  not  donen? 
It  was  well  known  that  during  tie  session Oif 
Congress  the  most  important  duties  of  pese  of.  I 
ficers  were  to  be  performed,  and  now  the  sen 
sion  of  Congress,  and  a  busy  session,  hadbeflto 
continued  nearly  two  thirds  of  the  year.  Tail 
was  a  single  case  without  a  precedent  in  poi«« 
of  form,  and  embracing  one  half  of  all  the  hop 
officers  of  Government. 

liut  the  gentleman  had  said  that  these  pefrti 
sons  hold  their  offices  until  the  end  of  the  IT 
sion,  and  what  would  be  the  effect  of  nomif" 
ing  others?     The  effect  would  be,  that  if  thett 
was  another  nomination  of  a  Secretary  of  tbflii 
Treasury,  and  he  should  be  confirmed  by  thi'l 
Senae,  then  there  would  be  a  new  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.     So  when  a  person  held  tlw| 
office  iinler  a  temporary  appointment,  and  re 
ceived  a  confirmation   by   the  Senate,  his  O.H4 
commission  would  end,  and  he  would  act  unde  i 
a  new  commission.  The  operation,  then,  of  th<s 
present  plan  was  en'irely  to  deprive  the  Senatoi 
of  any  effective  portion  of  the  appointment  t(| 
the  highest  offices  of  the  Government. 

The  hon.  member  had  made  some  remark  I 
oi  obitrva  ions  of  Mr.  W.'s  yesterday.  Mr.  W( 
desired  only  to  put  Ivm  right.  He  was  first  en 
tir  ly  wrong  in  the  supposition  that  the  mol 
tion,  on  tie  bank,  which  Mr.  W.  had  mude  t< 
the  Senate,  was  in  any  sense  abandoned.  Mr  i 
W.  had  siid  no  such  thing,  but  precisely  thu 
reverse.  He  had  expressed  the  opinion,  ami 
he  w  uld  now  express  it  apa  r,  that  it  was  tlxi 
only  possible  mode  <  f  rel  ef  Hut  it  h  id  fatlec  | 
of  a  prospect  of  success;  and  Mr.  W.  had  said  i 
that  there  did  not  seem  to  be  so  much  of 
pn  spect  of  its  success  in  the  other  House  a 
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wild  warrant  its  adoption  here.  He  had  asked 
#'  it  was  not  sent  to  the  other  House,  and  the 
re,y  to  this  question  had  thus  been  riven  yes- 

>.t  ay.  °  ' 

•he  gentleman  had  said  that  Mr.  W.  enter- 
ed a ■  hneering  hope  that  a  bank  would  yet 
•established.  It  was  not  only  a  lingering 
iof,  but  an  entirely  confident  hope.that  when 
:«£e   passing:  ephemeral    projects   had  had 

'J?  ,  o  l3y'  ,hey  wouId  disappear,  and  a 
tonal  Bank  would  be  the  final  result  in  Con- 
W.  Mr.  W.  had  no  more  doubt  of  it,  than 
htwar  must  be  carried  on  by  means  of  an 
rr  and  navy,  because  under  the  circums'an- 
•ionnccted  with  400  local  banks,  a  national 
ftptiun  was  as  indispensable  to  the  exchan- 
f.'and  the  currency,  as  fleets  and  armies  in 
Kontests  of  belligerants.  How  soon  it  would 
m,  Mr.  W.  could  not  say, and  how  long-  the 
tnty  of  the  people  would  be  willing-  to  try 
Ifcxpenments,  he  could  not  say,  but  it  must 
|  at  last.  Mr.  W.'s  hope  was  confident, 
•/as  gaining  confidence  every  day. 
Wo  the  election  in  Virginia,  Mr.  W.  did  not 
Wuce  that  State  into  the  debate;  it  was  the 
*>er  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Brown.) 
if;  ,w.ou!d.notsay  one  word  as  to  the  opin- 
J»f  Virginia  in  regard  to  a  National  Bank, 

•  ad  made  no  reference  to  them?  but  he 
And  that  the  appeals  now  made  to  other 
m  to  support  the  Executive,  would  be  pro- 
Jfcanswered  as  the  appeals  to  Virginia  had 
fa  response  which  would  be  adopted  by 
IterMStaw  0/,North  Carolina,  and  other 
■<P     Mr.  W.  did  not  represent  the  opinions 

krginia  as  to  a  National  Bank;  it  was 
>  m  for  him  to  state,  what  he  did  with  much 
J  tee,  that  the   conduct  of  the  administra- 

•  J  regard  to  the   whole  subject,  had  met 
I  (severe  rebuke,  in  the  language  of  a  ma- ' 
I  *f  the  people  of  Virginia. 
I  he  respect,  we  were  under  obligation  to 

nator  from  Georgia;  he   had  made  an 

I  which  would  be  received  as  very  im 

!  i/u-„the    community;  »t     was    that  the 

U  bill  reported  in  the   other  House,  was 

U  jt  forward  as  the  administration  measure- 

I  heir  offer,  and  their  only  propos  tion 

5)  was  to  be  no  National  Bank;  the  present 

•  fas  not  to  be  continued,  and  mi  new  one 
«  stabhshed,  and  the  gentleman  expressed 
Mion  that  for  ten  years  there  would  be 
I  lonal  Bank.  We  had  this,  then,  as  a 
<  ot  fact,  that  the  bill  reported  in  the 
I  buse  was  the  administration  expedient 
tl  present  crisis;  and  the  gentleman  had 
»  r.  W.  whether  he  thought  the  measure 
°  sr  bad  one.  Mr.  W.  said,  if  it  should 
«  Lr  as  the  Senate,  which  he  very  much 
>t  lit  was  highly  probable  that  he  wou  d  ex- 
»<  >  opinion  upon  it,  and  give  his  reasons 
'"  "Pi"1?";  .ftM  he  *'°uM  say  at  present, 
1  t  it  his  views  of  it  were  just,  its  effect 

^  b  to  give  a  nominal  authority  to  Con- 
3j  br  the  treasury,  while  the  real  authori- 
aj  remain  as  it  was.  The  gentleman  had 
u  this  was  the  present  measure  of  the 
»«  [nd  that  the  House  had  rejected  all  Na- 
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tional  Banks.  The  responsibility,  then,  Mr  W 
said,  rested  on  them. 

But  the  gentleman  had  said,  taking  the 
ground  that  the  present  bank  would  not  be 
re-chartered,  would  any  new  bank  which  could 
be  created,  relieve  the  distress  of  the  country  r 
The  first  time  Mr.  W.  had  said  any  thing  on 
this  subject,  he  had  endeavored  to  show  the 
great  inconvenience  of  getting  a  new  bank  into 
operation,  when  this  bank  should  go  out  of  ex- 
Jen,c,e-.;e  had  Proposed  that  Congress 
should  charter  a  new  bank  and  bring  it  into  ope- 
ration before  this  should  go  out;  there  would 
be  great  inconveneince,  but  after  all,  a  new 
bank  would  be  just  as  good  as  the  present. 

The  gentleman  said  the  present  bank  could 
not  be  rechartered,  and  that  he  expected  to  see 
the  local  banks  of  the  same  importance,  when 
their  notes  would  be  in  circulation,  and  an- 
swering every  purpose  whiHi  the  .i^ies  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  did  now.  He  (Mr 
W.)  never  expected  to  see  it.  He  (Mr.  Foh- 
stth)  expected  that  every  thing  would  go  on 
well,  ,f  the  bank  gave  up  its  pr-tensbns— 
What  were  they?  How  rapid  shouM  be  the 
withdrawal  ..fits  loans.to  meet  the  gentleman's 
idea?  He  (Mr.  W.)  thought  the  bank  was  cur- 
tailing ioo  slowly,  a*  he  stated  yesterday.  He 
stated  t!at  a  vast  majority  of  the  Government 
and  the  people  thought  that  there  ought  to  be 
a  National  Bank;  and  what  the  people  will, 
would  be. 

Mr.  TYLER  had  been  called  upon  to  state 
what  was  the  true  sent  ment  tof  his  Slate.  He 
could  answer  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
(Mr.  Fohstth,)  without  difficulty.  There  were' 
certain  resolutions  upon  the  table  which  reliev- 
ed him  from  all  difficulty— resolutions  connect- 
ed  with  certain  legislative  proceedings.  They 
bore  to  him  the  opinion  of  his  S  ate.  and  in- 
structions to  vote  against  the  bank,  on  high 
constitutional  grounds;  and  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion to  say,  that  the  people  of  Virginia  res- 
ponded  emphatically  to  the  language  of  the 
Legshture. 

Mr.  Ttleh  continued.  He  had  no  doubt 
of  ihe  course  which  would  be  taken  by  that 
State,  wheneveMhe  laws  were  violated,  or  an- 
thonty  assumed  in  opposition  to  the  Constitu- 
tion. Virginia  had  been  tested  through  all 
times,  she  had  always  opposed  the  exercise  of 
arbitrary  power;  she  had  done  so  with  regard 
to  the  Senate.  Irauhe  faith  of  our  ancestors 
continued  Mr.  T.,  we  mean  to  live;  in  the  faith 
of  our  ancestors  we  mean  to  die;  and  I  trust  we 
shall  not  desire  to  die  in  any  other  faith  th.n 
that  which  our  ancestors  have  consummated  by 
their  livt-s.  ' 

Mr.  BENTON  then  rose  and  spoke  for  some 
time  upon  the  subject  belore  the  Senate- 

The  purpose,  Mr.  BENTON  said,  was  to 
supports  gambling  institution,  to  sport  w;tli 
ihe  interests  of  the  people,  and  it  ought  not  t; 
be  tolerated.  On  the  fir*t  of  October,  the  de- 
posites  were  removed,  and  on  the  T.rst  or  u— 
cember  Congress  assembled  ;  there  werei.  wo 
months  intervening.  Mr.  C.  would  ask  ir  til  * 
astounding    act,  which   had    ma.^  *ll  •»»-•» 
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bleed,  had  produced  the  effect  represented, 
how  did  it  happen  that  we  did  not  see  some- 
thing of  it  during  the  two  months  which  had 
elapsed?  There  were  no  signs  of  it  then.  But 
Congress  met,  there  was  a  call  to  arms,  panics 
were  created ,  cries  of  distress  were  raised,  and 
persons  forgetting  all  they  had  said  of  the  ruin 
which  would  follow  the  election  of  General 
Jackson,  went  on  to  tell  of  the  prosperity  of  the 
country,  up  to  the  time  that  the  blow  was 
struck.  Mr.  B.  would  correct  their  chronolo- 
gy;, he  would  strike  out  "the  first  of  October," 
and  insert,  *«till  Congress  met."*  Prosperity 
continued,  not  only  till  the  deposites  were  re- 
moved, but  two  months  after,  till  the  proclama- 
tion of  alarm  sent  out  from  this  chamber. 

Mr.  B:  would  notice  other  facts.  Where 
were  the  bankruptcies  ?  They  were  not  in 
New  York,  or  other  remote  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, but  here,  within  the  sound  of  the  voice 
which  had  been  raised,  in  this  District  and  Ma- 
ryland. The  injury  was  done  here,  under  the 
sound  of  alarm  from  day  to  day,  in  the  Senate 
Chamber. 

Mr.  B.  would  venture  on  a  prophecy,  that 
when  the  Senate  had  disposed  of  the  subject,, 
and  had  silenced  the  voice  of  alarm,  all  would 
cease,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  country  would 
be  equal  to  what  it  ever  had  been;  and  if  this 
were  so,  it  was  proof  that  the  Senate  bad  clone 
all  the  mischief  which  they  were  charging  on 
the  President;. and  there  was  no  doubt  that  such 
would  be  the  result   before  the   session   was 


Mr.  B.  then  inquired  what  were  the  signs  of 
distress  in  the  country,  and  proceeded  to  show, 
that  the  current  prices  of  land,  of  produce,  and 
of  stock,  and  the  importation  and  exportation 
of  specie,  compared  with  other  years,  were 
signs  that  the  countiy  was  in  a  state  of  prosperi- 
ty. He  remarked  that  if  the  standard  of  ex- 
change should  not  be  correct  at  this  session  of 
Congress,  the  great  quantity  of  specie  which 
.  had  been  imported,  would  gooff  like  potashes. 
He  then  entered  into  the  subject  of  coins,  and 
of  the  laws  regulating  their  value,  and  com- 
plained that  the  legislation  on  the  bank.     Con 


gress  of  1791,  was  designed  to  drive  hard  mo- 
ney out  of  the  country.  He  also  complained, 
that  while  so  much  had  been  said  of  the  mea- 
sures of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  sub- 
ject of  the  value  of  coins  had  not  been  touch- 
ed. 

He  asked  whether  those  bills,  which  were 
now  lying  in  the  hands  of  citizens,  and  which 
have  been  dead  for  forty  years,  were  not  equiv- 
alent to  gold  and  silver?  It  changed  the  whole 
money  system. 

He  did  not  intend  to  say  a  word  to-day.  There 
had  been  a  gap  which  the  Senate  had  acciden- 
tally got  into,  by  which,  for  a  little  time,  it 
was  released  from  those  doleful  appeals,  com- 
monly commencing  with  topographical  descrip- 
tions, which  were  very  edifying;  but,  seeing 
that  the  day  was  gone,  and  the  usual  time  of 
adjournment  had  nearly  arrived,  he  had  indul- 
ged in  the  remarks. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  wished    to  say  one  word 


as  to    public    sentiment    in    Virginia.      How 
was  the   fact?'      Was  public  opinion   against 
the  recharter  and  against  a  new  institution?  The 
hon  Senator  irom  Virginia  had  said,  the  people  . 
of  Virginia  responded  to  the  decision  of  the 
legislature.    Still  the  question  remained,  could 
a  resolution  pass  in  one  branch  of  the  legislature' 
of  Virginia,  and  not  in  the  other? 
Mr.  LEIGH.  Yes. 
Mr.  FORSYTH.  Yes,  sir? 
Mr.  LEIGH.  I  think  so,  sir. 
Mr.. FORSYTH,  I  think  not.  And  he  hopedjjl 
for  the  honor  of  his  native  State ,  that  thereat 
sponseofthe  House  of  Representatives  would  1 
be  so  sent. 

Mr.  LEIGH  called  on  the  hon.  Senator  from" 
Georgia,  Mr..  Forsyth,  to  say  if  he  could  rfl 
member  that  in  any  single  instance,  the  issue  of  j 
general  politics  had  turned  on  an  election. 

There  was  one  remark  in  which  he  concurreaj 
with  the  hon.  gentleman,  with  regard  to  a]J 
those  persons  who  were  so  busily  employed  in|j 
fixing  the  character  of  the  legislature  of  Vir3 
ginia,  that  all  their  calculations  were  absurdJ 
and  grew  out  of  utter  ignorance.  Both  branches^ 
could  act  with  the  most  perfect  indifference  as 
to  the  opinion  of  others.   , 

For  his  own  part,  he  had  no  fear  that  th» 
State  of  Virginia  would  ever  be  found  lending, 
its  aid  to  increase  the  power  of  the  President  of, 
the  United  States,  or  to  establish  a  monarchy. 
The  Legislature  of  Virginia  would  not  be  dw 
luded,  and  he  repelled  the  insinuation  that  it 
had  been  deluded.  By  whom  had  it  been  de 
luded?  Did  the  gentleman  mean  to  say  thw 
the  opinion  of  the  legislature,  was  a  delusioi| 
or  that  the  opinion  of  the  legislature,  so  far  nsit 
differed  from  his  own,  was  a  delusion?  Hn 
Mr.  Forsyth,  was,  indeed,  a  native  of  Virginal 
but  must  have  left  it  in  his  infancy,  if  he  believed 
tnat  they  were  in  delusion^  because  they  did 
not  change  their  principles 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  the  hon.  Senator  ffl 
Georgia  had  brought  forward  two  precedents 
the  President's  conduct  with  regard  to  appoint* 
I  ments  ;  one  was  a  long  hat  of  military  appoint 


ments,  (which  always  came  in  clusters,  because 
they  were  appointments  of  course,)  and  the 
other  was  the  case  of  a  foreign  minister.  NaW 
were  cither  of  these  cases  analagous  to  the  no- 
minations which  had  been  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent ?  Certainly  not.  Mr.  W.  then  went  on  tc 
prove  that  there  was  no  analogy  between  tlu 
precedents  which  had  been  cited  by  the  Senatoi 
from  Georgia,  and  these  nominations  on  the  paf 
of  the  President,  to  which  he  (Mr.  W.)  <H> 
jectcd. 

Mi.  FORSYTH  did  not  bring  forward  thes 
precedents  as  analogous  to  the  late  appointment  i 
by  the  President ;  but  merely  as  an  answer  t<  I 
the  assertion  made  by  the  Senator  from  Massa  j 
chusetts,  that  there  was  no  instance  on  record  o 
any  nomination  having  been  neglected  to  besul 
mitted  to  the  Senate  within  a  month   after  tin 
commencement  of  the  session.    As  to  Virginia 
he  was  satisfied  that  when  the  legislature  oftha 
State  met  it  would  do  its  duty.     The  hon,  Sena 
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tor  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Leigh,)   had  said   that 
the  late  elections  turned  upon  one  point. 

Mr.  LEIGH  corrected  the  hon.  Senator  from 
Georgia.  He  (Mr.  L.)  had  said  that  the  elec- 
tions'had  turned  upon  no  one  issue. 

Mr  FORSYTH  continued.    In  one  county 
three  gentlemen  had  been  returned,  who  differed 
from  each  ether  on  all  but  local  subjects.    The 
hon.  gentleman  from  Virginia,  thought  that  he 
(Mr.  P.)  had  no  right  to  say  that  the  people  ot 
Virginia  had  been  deluded,  and  asked  by  whom. 
He  (Mr.  F.)  would  reply— by  the  usual  means-- 
the  public  press.     They  all  knew  that  falsehood 
and  calumny  were  the  ordinary  weapons  of  the 
party  press  at  this  moment— he  did  not  even  ex- 
cept his  own.     Suppose  the  hon.  Senator  and 
himself  turned  to  the  newspapers  of  the  day,  | 
must  they  not  come  to  the  conclusion  that  those 
Who  formed  their  judgment  from  such  a  source 
would  be  misled.    It  was  the  same  With  the  peo- 
ple of  Virginia.    To  say  that  they  were  deluded, 
was  only  to  say  that  they  belonged  to  the  human 
family.     As  to  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  they 
mi*ht  be  deluded  by  false  reasoning;  and  none 
were  so  liable  to  error  as  those  who  deluded 
themselves .     The  legislature  had  been  self-delu- 
ded.   They  had  been  talked  to.abeut  liberty, 
—liberty— that  word  which  inflamed  the  mind  of 
every  Virginian.    They  had  listened  to  denun- 
ciations against  the  President,  and  had  joined  in 
them,  believing  it  was  necessary  so  to  do  in  or- 
der to  preserve  the  institutions  of  their  country. 
The  hon.  Senator  from  Virginia  had  said,  that 
no  Virginian  would  venture  to  tell  his  State  that 
she  had  been  deluded.     He  (Mr. P.)  was  sorry 
for  it  for  it  was  the  duty  of  every  native  ot  her 
soil  to  point  out  any  error  which  she  might  com- 
mit, whether  of  fact  or  principle  ;  and  the  hon. 
Senator  would  not  do  his  State  justice  if  he  fail- 
ed™ this  respect.     He  (Mr.  F.)  felt  so  much  for 
Virginia-he  was  so  anxious  that  her  course 
should  be  just  and  proper,  that  he  should  always 
speak  of  her  errors ,  with  regret,  but  at  the  same 
time  with  all  necessary  freedom. 

Mr   LEIGH    said   he   now  understood  the 
honorable  Senator  from   Georgia,  as  imputing 
ordv  human  frailty   to  the  people  of  V.rginu 
and  self-delusion  to  her  legislature.     He  (Mr. 
l!S  beeeed  to  say,  that  all  the  delusion  which 
had  been  attempted  to  be  practised  upon  them, 
had  been  attempted  by  that  press  which  advo- 
cated the  course  of  the  present  administration. 
The  State  of  Virginia  had  been  deluged  with 
papers  from  that  quarter.    Whether  however 
ihe  people  of  Virginia  had  been  deluded,  or  the 
Senator   from   Georgia,   remained  to  be  seen. 
He  (Mr.  L.)  presumed  it  was  not  possible  for 
that  honorable  Senator  to  be  deluded.  It  seem- 
ed that  to  avoid  self-delusion  it  was  only  neces- 
sary to  leave  the  State  of  Virginia  when  one 
Ws  six   months  old'     The  honorary 
from    Georgia  had    all  the   feeling 


which  he  had  spoken,  was  not  confined  within 
geographical  limits,  and  that  the  people  of 
Virginia  would  never  consider  the  circumstance 
of  the  migration  of  the  honorable  Senator  as 
conclusive  evidence  that  he  was  always  right 
and  they  were  always  laboring  under  a  delusion. 
The  honorable  Senator  might  follow  his  own 
opinions;  he  (Mr.  L.)  should  respect  him  the 
more  for  so  doing,  but  he  begged  him,  when 
he  next  had  occasion  to  speak  of  the  opinions 
of  the  people  of  Virginia,  not  to  ascribe  to  them 
delusion,  but  to  believe  that  they  were  as  capa- 
ble of  correctly  exercising  their  judgment,  and 
that  they  acted  as  strictly  in  accordance  with 
their  consciences  as  he  (the  honorable  Senator) 

did.  .     .  . 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  desired  to  say  a  few 
'  words  in  relation  to  the  nominations  of  the  Pre- 
sident, but  as  the  day  was  now  far  advanced  he 
would  take  another  occasion  of  doing  so.  He 
befffjed,  however,  now  to  state,  that  he  viewed 
the  conduct  of  the  Executive  as  wholly  with- 
out precedent. 

Mr  FORSYTH,  in  reply  to  the  Senator  from 
Vireina ,  said,  that  if  delusion  had  been  attempt- 
ed to  be  practised  by  those  papers  which  ad- 
vocated the  course  of  the  administration,  the 
same  had  been  done  by  the  journals  of  the  oppo- 
site party.  Mr.  P.  disclaimed  all  pretensions 
to  superior  powers  of  reasoning  in  consequence 
of  his  having  left  the  State  of  Virginia  early  in 
life  He  said  he  looked  more  to  the  conduct  ot 
Virginia,  because  he  loved  her  better  than  any 
other  State.  _,  ., 

It  was  true  of  himself,  Mr.  Fobstth  said,  as 
of  the  honorable  gentleman,  that  he  always  con- 
sidered that  correct,  which  he  believed  in  his 
conscience  to  be  correct.  He  knew  no  other 
standard.  They  both  believed  that  others  were 
wrong,  and  their  own  standards  were  just.- 
Whenever  he  spoke  of  Virginia,  he  should  ap- 
peal to  this  standard.  Virginia  was  not  m  fault; 
Mr  F.  knew  not  how  to  speak  of  her  in  any 
other  terms;  he  rejoiced  in  her  good  principles, 
he  was  glad  of  her  triumph,  but  he  would  depre- 
cate her  errors;  would  she  deny  him  this  privi- 


SMr.  LEIGH  said,  *e  "ever  would  deny  it, 
and  he  hoped  she  would  avail  herself  of  the 
earliest  opportunity  to  exercise  it  herselt.  bne 
already  rejoiced  in  her  triumph,  for  triumph 
she  wouldgam  in  this  contest  against  arbitrary 

P°mTfORSYTH  hoped  so,  if  she  was  right. 


The  memorial  was  then  referred  and  ordered 

to  be  printed,  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  ^FTtEPRESwTTATI  VES . 

Mr  DICKSON'  from  the  Committe  on  En- 

ii  j  o  lie   rf-nnrted  that   the   committee  had 

;ave  the  State  of  Virginia  when  one    rolled  B»  Is,  ^P°"c  Ql)   enti„ed 

._   months  old>     The  honorable  Senator  «ammed  ^^"^Xf  0f  John  S.  Fleming,  ad- 

from    Georgia  had    all  the   feeling  of  a  Vir-  ' «  an  act  fo Mherc                John  Syme,  deceas- 

£u7an,  but  none  of  the  self-delusion  which  at-  mj^g^^Jeto   be  truly  enrolled, 

died  to  that  State,  because  he  had  been  car-  ed  ,  and  found 

ried  away  from  Virginia  when  he  was  six  months  when,                    .       d  the  8aid  bHK 

old      He  (Mr.   L.)  meant  no  disrespect  to  the  1  he S«aw*  agne                             ^  the 

honorarble  Senator  from  Georgia,  but  he  must  |       , 
tell  that  gentleman  that  the  bt 


S*3!  53  W*-fcJfi533 1  posts'  5rau=***  «* 


: T kkgtstEr  OP  DEBATES 

contest  between  Thomas  pm'T  on  the  Monger  obLfn h     I  &  measure«,  they  could 

fifth  d.str.ct  of  the  State  of  KenTuckv  weI1  known  '>  and?  o^fe™H,,0y,Ten|  we 

The  quest  on  recurred   o„   .u        y#  quence  be  ?nat  ♦«  i!  female  should  n  cons 

™ved  bV  Mr.  B££ .^tb^   'T-dment  ^  ^  cou„  ^17^  °r  a  S0"  ,ost  *  h? 

commended  by  the  Commftttee  ft  *  me^  tbat  SJl^ J^JJ?1  "If  of  G»*er 

1  hcrsbat,  May  22,  1834 


raging     7  '  and  has  been  ever  «nM 

a    AtriAf   XI i  i  r_    _ 


citizens  o/c^^^^  ma„ 

the  other  day!  ™d  the  ^/  '*'  had  Panted  ^h'm'.a"d  «*h  others  had  dared  to  v  ndtat 
respectable,  were  £  £ P* T  Vho  w™  very  be  ^nor  and  rights  of  the  country  by  an  anpeS 
to  the  former  Ust  Tb  COns,der?d  ™  an  addition  to.  arms-, 1  h™  gentleman  was  Jonathan  RoK. 
been  reader McK  llv ^'"J  havinS  °"<*  ?  I"?  Ws  ,C°lle^ue'  Abn<*  Wk?  reSj 
be  printed  and  referre FlvT*  ^  k  should   S  ^  PennsvIvania.  ^ith  as  much  zeal  and  Ppt  '■ 

B&^teaatter*  pr,nted'and  referred;  ^z- 


morning  a-m/arwhPchChew  T^'  this 
tlie  Senate.    With  oneTf a  .  d  present  to 

gentlemen,MrC  had  then,  "3"   °r  four 

quain'ed,  and  he  was Ymn  ftS*""  °f  beinS  ** 
ble  members  of  iSjT^f  *e  most  «*«*». 
honest  farmer,  who  £d  2  k  TS  a  P,am 
formerly  a  Jacksnn  m  utoldb™  that  he  was 
tired  o/thewtr  Zee £  an1  *°W  become 
every  atonement  within  hi  power  SV^"* 
nes  which  he  had  helped  t«P^fl,'  r  Lthe  lnJu' 
**.  Montgomery  wa,  !'"  a  0n,  ^^^ 
manufacture  county   *£      ,a£ric.ultural    and 

quantities   were  annuallv  »«« Li°L,rhlch  ,a.'«e 


A  message  on  Executive  business  was  receir. 
^"L^  President  of  the  TJ.  States. 

topherr  T  R!-„  KPreie,,^dut6e  petition  of  Chris* 

int^ctrLl„WHI^  ""  Se-C  -t 
SS?aT%a6miSsi0n'  we  found  fbe  Senate  ej 

1  he  motion  was  agreed  to.  ,        ^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KANE  rtm  »„„„•  i      j 
as  postponed  till  M„„5„  5  ™sPeciaI  order 


.  .    ••••"wmi,  iime    stone     nfwK;,i    i  ~  ■— «6'°™w>. 

quantities   were  annually  man  ,f£L,    J*  lai'fie       0n  motion  of  Mr.  KANE  th»  «,«.•  ,     j 
was  well  known  that  1 m  ™a"ufactured  and  it,  was  postponed  till  M„„J„  - '  th^sPec'al  order 
always  rich  and  prodJt^  *??  C°Untries  a>"e  eertafn  b£s?      ™  M°nday'  m  0flfer  l<>  take  u,> 
who  amouted  to  some  15  'or  lfiffn  memonaI|sts       The  following  bills  were  then  r»»A     *.-  'i  • 
about  one-third  of  the  foLl         '   comP"sing   and  passed  r  ^n  read  a  th,rd  t,m« 


to  both  parties    in  -en  the™  beinP  beneficial 

measurersoTo^and  rqUe,n.Ce  °f  the  rubous 
the  Executive  vZ  S0  ^^  Persisted  '**  by 
driven  out  of  LT     nUmbers  of  Persons  were 

informiUby°ftLmPiTeema„andKMr>  °-  had  bee" 
memorial,  thSlnS.  Wb°  «ave  him  the 

of  persons  o/ bnoSla"CeS  Were  ^  »»  ™ans  rare 

being  compe°l  eS°S  SSaI°me^and.chiIdren. 
*  °  8eek  among  the  neighboring 


Churcbh"at0StthTe  ^f  tbe  Roman  ^thohe 
a  u-Ji  ^  ours'  M,ssouri. 

the  reSof  S^C  ff6  ^  RePrepe»fat'ves,  for 

me  relief  of  Samuel  Armstrong  Bailey,  was  read 

a  first  and  second  time,  and  }'  wasread 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia, 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Land*. 
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Mr.  ROBINSON   offered   the  following  res- 
olution, which  was  agreed  to : 

•  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Engrossed 
•Bills,  when  they  have  examined  a  bill  or  resolu- 
:ion,'  shall  deliver  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of 
ithe  Senate,  who  shall,  as  heretofore, enter  upon 
the  journal  that  the  same  has  been  correctly 
Engrossed. 

*  The  various  resolutions  on  the  table  were  ta- 
ken up  and  agreed  to,  except  one  offered  by 
Sir.  Spragoe,  which  was  laid  on  the  table  on 
motion  of  Mr.  CLAY,  the  mover  not  being  in 
his  seat. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  then  moved  the  consideration 
•of  the  resolution  offered  by  him  on  a  previous 
'day,  and  having  modified  it  so  as  to  read  as  fol- 
lows, it  was  adopted: 

1  That  the  Commissioners  under  the  late  treaty 
'with  France  be  requested  to  communicate  to  the 
'Senate  a  list  of  all  the  claims  which  have  been 
■presented  to  them,  together  with  the  amount  of 
(principal  and  interest  claimed  by  the  memorial- 
lists  in  each  case,  and  the  aggregate,  arranging 
i  into  classes  those  which  have  been  recognized 
as  falling  within  the  treaty;  those  which  have 
i  been  suspended,  and  those  which  have  been  re- 
I  jected. 

(  On  motion  of  Mr.  LEIGH  the  orders  of  eht 
I  day  were  postponed  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
i  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Mann,  which 
i  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  PRES- 
I  TON,  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Col  A. 
;  R.  Woolley,  which  was  also  read  and  ordered 
-  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  following  bills  were  read,  considered  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  administrators 
of  Bolitha  Law. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Waller. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represen- 
j  tatives  of  Frances  Barham,  deceased,  and  of 
I  Fielding  Barham  her  husband. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  K.  Jackson. 

The  bill  to  remove  the  office  of  the  Surveyor 
I  General  of  the  Public  Lands,  in  Ohio,  Indiana, 
r  and  Michigan,  to  Indiana. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Martha  Bailey. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Hand,  of  In- 

ii   diana. 

The  bill   confirming  to  Gilbert  Hodges,  his 

j   heirs  or  legal  representatives,  and  H.  Masters, 

his  heirs  or  legal  representatives,  certain  lands 

in  the  State  of  Missouri.     (This  bill  was  laid  on 

the  table.] 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Yantze. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  Asa  Hartfield,  hisheirs 
or  le«»al  representatives. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represen- 
tatives of  Joseph  Rowe,  deceased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieut  Archibald 
Campbell. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wolcot  Chauncey. 

Mr.  SHEPLEY  moved  to  postpone  the  orders 
of  the  day  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the 
bill  to  repair  the  military  road  at  Mar's  Hill,  in 
the  State  of  Maine. 


Mr.  CLAY  asked  whether  it  was  not  possible 
that  this  road  would  be  eventually  ceded  to 
Rreat  Britain?  He  had  another  objection  also. 
Here  was  a  road,  said  to  have  been  made  for 
military  purposes;  according  to  the  dogmas  of 
the  President,  a  national  road,  and  it  was  now 
proposed  to  give  it,  after  it  had  been  put  in  re- 
pair, to  the  State  of  Maine.  He  (Mr.C)  would 
like  to  know  what  sort  of  a  road  this  really  was; 
whether  it  was  a  military  road,  a  military- 
national  road,  or  a  military-national-State-of- 
Maine  road? 

Mr.  BENTON  made  a  few  explanatory  re- 
marks,and  offered  the  following  amendment  to 
the  bill:— 

"That  the  use  of  the  said  road  shall  remain 
for  ever  free  to  the  troops,  munitions  of  Vai , 
&c.  of  the  United  States,  without  the  payment 
of  any  toll  whatever." 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  thought  something  more 
than  this  amendment  was  necessary.  He  wish- 
ed to  know  also  whether  any  active  legislation, 
on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Maine,  had  taken 
place  upon  this  subject;  had  they  declared  (hat 
they  would  receive  the  road  when  repaired? 

Mr.  BIBB  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of  . 
Mr.  Bestow,  by  inserting  a  provision  that  the 
mail  shall  also  be  carried  free. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  a- 
greed  to. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  made  a  few  remarks  in 
objection  to  the  bill,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SOUTHARD,  who  wished 
more  time  to  deliberate  on  the  question — 
The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  COMAS,  (by  leave,) 
f  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency  of  subscribing   stock  to  the  James  River 
and  Kenhawa  Company,   in  the  Stole  of  Vir- 

The  House,  by  consent,  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  reported  by  Mr. 
Chinn,  from  ihe  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  on  the  20th  inst.— when 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  moved  to  amend  the  same 
by  setting  apart  the  5th  of  June  for  the  conside- 
ration of  bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Territories  ;  which  motian  was  agreed  to. 

The  said  resolution  was  then  agreed  to  ai 
amended,  viz. 

Resolved,  ThatThursday,  the  5th  day  of  June 
next,  be  set  apart  for  the  consideration  of  billa 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  Territories ; 
and  that  Friday  and  Saturday,  the  6th  and  7th 
days  of  June,  be  set  apart  for  the  consideration 
of  bills  reported  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mr.  EL1SHA  WHITTLESEY,  from  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  George  Bender,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
(No.  491)  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  the 
first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  the  Com-  • 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House,  to-morrow. 

Mr.    ELISHA  WHITTLESEY,  from    th# 


812 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


[22d  C.  1st  S. 


Committee  on  Claims,  made  unfavorable  reports 
on  the  cases  of  Eli  Davis,  jr., .  Bernard  Fowler, 
and  Samuel  Overton — Andrew  Flanagan,  and 
others,  and  Samuel  C.  Duncan;  which  reports 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITTLESEY, 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  {Claims  be 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  memo- 
rial of  Louis  Marchand,  and  that  the  said  memo- 
rial be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs. 

Leave  being  given,  Mr.  WAYNE  submitted 
the  following  joint  resolution,  viz. : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre. 
sentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  the  Librarian  of  Con- 
gress be  authorized  to  deliver  to  each  member  of 
the  present  Congress,  who  was  not  a  member  of 
the  last  Congress,  two  copies  of  the  return  of  the 
last  census  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  U.  States; 
and  that  it  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  members 
to  transmit  the  said  copies  free  of  postage,  by 
mail. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  the  first  and 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CLAY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  (No.  492)  to  authorize 
the  sale  of  lots  in  the  town  of  St.  Marks,  in 
Florida ;  which  bill  was  read  the  first  and  se- 
cond time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr'.  CONNOR,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  post  roads,  reported  a  bill 
(No.  492)   to  establish  certain  Post  Roads,  and 


Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  State  of 
the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  THOMAS,  of  Louisiana, 
(by  leave,) 

Resdved,  That  t  e  Committee  on  Commerce 
examine  into  the  expediency  of  erecting  a  light 
house  at  the  mouth  of  Chefonte,  on  Lake  Pont- 
chartrain,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

The  Message  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  yesterday  was  read,  and  is  as, 
follows: 

Washington,  May  21,  1834. 
I  lay  before  the  House  of  Representatives  a 
copy  of  a  "convention  for  the  settlement  ot 
claims  between  the  United  States  of  America 
and  Her  Catholic  Majesty/'  concluded  on  the 
17th  of  February  last. 

This  convention  has  been  ratified  by  me  a> 
greeably  to  the  Constitution,  and  will  be  imme- 
diately transmitted  to  Madrid,  where  it  wilt 
doubtless  be  ratified  by  Her  Majesty. 

It  is  deemed  proper  to  communicate  the  con- 
vention thus  early,  that  provision  may  be  made 
for  carrying  the  first  article  into  effect,  as  soon 
ias  the  ratifications  shall  hare  been  exchanged, 
in  order  that  our  citizens  may,  with  as  little  de- 
lay as  possible,  obtain  the  stipulated  compensa- 
tion. ANDREW  JACKSON. 
The  rule  being  suspended  for  the  purpose, 
The  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  LANE,  on  the 
10th  of  April,  and  laid  on  the  table,  respecting 
the  construction  of  a  Rail  Road  in  the  State  of 
Indiana,  was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SUTHERLAND, 

Two  members  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 


to  alter  and  discontinue  others,  and  for  other 

purposes  ;  which  bill  was  read  the  first  and  se-  merce  were  ordered  to  be  appointed  in  the 

.  0f  places  of  Mr.  Foot  and  Mr.  Lawrence,  who 


cond  time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  ARCHER,  from  the  Committee  on  Fo 
reign  Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
John  McColgan  ;  which  report  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PIERCE,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  presented  on  the  5th  of  March,  for 
a  change  in  the  place  of  holding  the  District 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  northern 
district  of  New  York,  and  that  the  said  memo- 
rial do  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WAYNE,  (by  leave,)  it 
was 

Ordered,  That  two  thousand  copies,  extra,  be 
printed  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
subject  of  the  compensation  of  naval  officers, 
made  on  the  17th  inst. 

Mr.  STODDERT,  from  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from,  the  Senate  (No.  62)  entitled  an 
"act  to  provide  for  the  construction  and  use  of  a 
lateral  branch  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail 
Road,  within  the  District  of  Columbia,"  report- 
ed tj^e  same  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  committed  to  a 


have  resigned  their  seats  as  members  of  this 
House;  and  Mr.  Gillet  and  Mr.  Lincoln  were 
appointed. 

The  rule  being  suspended  for  the  purpose, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  it  was, 

Ordered,  That  the  use  of  the  Hall  of  this 
House  be  given  for  the  purpose  of  holding 
therein,  on  Monday  evening  next,  the  26th  inst., 
a  meeting  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to 
devise  measures  for  the  benefit  of  certain  Polish 
exiles. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lowrie, 
their  Secretary. 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  Senate  have  passed  the 
bill  of  this  House,  (No.  397,)  entitled,  "an  act 
to  revise  and  amend  an  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States, 
passed  on  the  2d  day  of  March,  1831,  and  an 
act  in  addition  thereto,  passed  on  the  14th  of 
July,  1 832,"  with  amendments,  in  which  I  am 
directed  to  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Senate  have  also  passed  bills  of  the  fol-  ' 
lowing  titles,  viz ; 

No.  61.  Anactfor  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Ro- 
binson, daughter  of  lieutenant  Richard  Wilde, 
deceased. 

No.  80.  An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  enti- 
tled, an  "act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts 
imposing  duties  on  imports,"  approved  July 
14,  1832. 
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No.  177.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  at  St  Louis,  Missouri. 

In  which  bills  I  am  desired  to  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House:  and  then  he  withdrew. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Election  on  the  con- 
test between  Thos.  P.  Moore  and  Robert  P. 
Letcher  for  the  seat  as  a  member  of  this  House 
for  the  fifth  congressional  district  of  Kentucky. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  first  division  of 
the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Banks,  to  the 
first  resolution  recommended  by  the  Committee 
of  Elections. 

And  after  further  debate, 

Mr.  THOMAS,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  4th  day  of  April,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining1, as  far  as  practicable,  the  cause  of  the 
occurrence  of  the  embarrassment  and  distress 
complained  of  by  numerous  citizens  of  the  U.  S. 
in  sundry  memorials  which  have  been  presented 
to  Congress  at  the  present  session,  and  of  inqui* 
ring*  whether  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  U. 
States  has  been  violated;  and  also  what  corrup- 
tions and  abuses  have  existed  in  the  manage- 
ment; whether  it  has  used  its  corporate  powers 
on  money  to  control  the  press,  to  enterprize  in 
politics,  or  control  elections;  and  whether  it  has 
had  any  agency,  through  its  management  or 
money,  in  producing  the  existing  pressure;  alsn 
to  inspect  the  books  and  examine  into  proceed- 
ings of  the  said  bank,  and  whether  the  provi- 
sions of  the  charter  have  been  violated  or  not, 
and  what  abuses,  corruptions,  or  malpractices, 
have  existed  in  the  management  of  the  said  bank; 
and  also  to  examine  into  the  affairs  of  the  said 
bank  and  branches;  and  further,  to  visit  the 
principal  bank,  or  any  of  its  branches,  for  the 
purpose  of  inspecting  the  books,  correspond- 
ence, accounts  and  other  papers  connected  with 
its  management  or  business,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, made  a  report,  the  consideration  of 
which  was  postponed  until  Tuesday,  the  3d  of 
June  next. 

Mr.  EDWARD  EVERETT,  from  the  mino- 
rity of  the  same  committee,  also  made  a  report, 
the  consideration  of  which  was  postponed  until 
Tuesday,  the  3d  of  June  next. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration 
©f  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
when  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  CLAYTON, 
that  the  House  do  adjourn,  and  the  question  be- 
ing put  it  was  decided  in  the  negative— yeas 
87,  navs  92. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  rose  and  said, 

Mr.  Speaker  :  Although  I  feel  some  anxiety 
to  offer  a  few  reflections  to  the  House  on  tins 
question,  yet  I  am  much  discouraged  by  the 
great  apathy  which  has  prevailed  during  its  pre- 
vious discussion.  Can  it  be  possible  the  case 
is  prejudged?  If  so,  I  cannot  flatter  myself 
that  1  shall  gain  the  atteriiion  of  members,  nor 
indeed  ought  I  to  look  for  it,  after  witnessing 
the  indifference  manifested  towards  those  who 
have  gone  before  me,  and  who  were  much  bet- 
ter prepared  to  enlighten  the  House,  titan  can 
be  possibly  expected  from  me.  Nevertheless, 
I  am  urged,  by  a  sense  of  duty,  to  thia  ungra- 
cious task,  relying  upon  the  hope,  that  aa  ours 
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is  a  Government  regulated  by  public  opinion, 
I  may  be  listened  to  in  another  quarter,  though, 
in  this  place,  I  fail  in  that  desirable  object. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  bad  calculated  that  this  sub- 
ject would  excite  a  deep  interest.  I  had  look- 
ed to  this  investigation  as  one  necessarily 
fraught  with  intense"  concern.  What  is  it?  I 
consider  it  nothing  short  of  the  question,  wheth- 
er ours  is  in  truth  a  representative  government; 
whether  the  g-eat  and  often  boasted  privilege 
of  suffrage  in  this  country,  is  any  thing  but  a 
name  ;  in  fine,  whether  the  right  to  choose  the 
representative,  belongs  to  the  people  or  tot  his 
House'  Sir,  can  any  question  be  more  im- 
portant? It  outstrips  all  others  in  its  conse- 
quences, because  all  others  are  made  to  depend 
upon  the  true  depository  of  this  inmense  pow- 
er. The  cas«,  then,  presents  itself  under  a 
two-fold  aspect ;  first,  in  reference  to  the  rights 
of  the  people  ;  and,  secondly,  in  relation  to 
those  of  the  contending  parties.  In  this  last 
view,  we  are  called  on  to  exercise  a  judicial 
function,  to  pass  a  judicial  judgment;  and  this 
is  a  character  so  pure,  so  elevated  above  all  the 
impulses  of  passion  and  feeling,  that  we  should 
approach  it  with  the  utmost  desire  to  ascertain 
the  justice,  and  nothing  but  the  justice,  of  the 
case.  We  should  consider  ourselves  as  sitting 
in  the  character  of  judges  or  jurors  ;  and,  if 
suitably  impressed  with  their  high  responsibili- 
ty, we  could  not  remain  inattentive  to  the  ar- 
gument of  a  cause  involving  such  grave  and 
delicate  rights.  What  would  you  think  of  a 
fudge,  who  should  read  newspapers  all  the  time 
of  a  legal  discussion ?  What  would  you  think 
of  a  jury  who  were  permitted  to  pass  in  and 
out  from  their  box  during  the  investigation  of  a 
case,  in  which  they  were  finally  to  pass  upon 
the  important  rights  of  the  parties?  Shall  we, 
then,  exact,  in  another  tribunal,  if  not  from  a 
sincere  consciousness  of  propriety,  at  least  in 
respect  for  decorum,  an  impartial  and  attentive 
hearing;  and  yet,  in  a  similar  capacity  ourselves, 
manifest  a  total  indifference  to  all  such  obliga- 
tions'   I  hope  not. 

I  shall  first  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
this  provision  of  the  Constitution.  It  is  the  first 
steo  in  the  authority  upon  which  they  take  ju- 
risdiction of  the  ca*e.  "Each  House  shall  De 
the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and  quali- 
fications of  its  own  members."  I  pass  from 
this  to  another  provision,  upon  which  the  con- 
tested election  before  us,  is  to  be  judged.  "The 
times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  elections 
for  Senators  and  Representatives,  shall  be  pre- 
scribed in  each  State  by  the  Legislature  there- 
of." In  the  application  of  this  provision  to 
the  case  in  isssue,  we  shall  be  able  to  narrow 
down  the  question  to  the  simple  consideration 
of  the  "manner,"  for  about  the  "time"  and 
"place"  of  "holding  the  election,"  t  iere  is  no 
dispute.  It  is  now  redfeced  to  a  mere  point. 
Before  I  proceed  to  the  argument,  I  must  state 
the  principles  which  should  govern  this  body, 
in  judging  of  the  elections  brought  before  it 
for  decision.  I  lay  down  this  position,  that  as 
the  right  of  suffrage  is  a  common  right,  invol- 
ving the  highest  attributes  of  liberty,  all  lavf 
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ourf  who T*  °f  l^  JUd^S  aPP°in,ed  *Y  tb" 
11 '  au  ^d,  n0t  arnved;  and  Proceeded  to 
rX h,oldthee,ection  before  10  o'clock,  o 
w.t  at  9  o'clock,  many  of  the  voters  being  assem- 
bled who,,n  consequence  of  the  prevalence  of  the 
cholera, were  anx  onatn  v«t„  ~„a  „...-_  L  .e 


i  n  ^v.i«  I  ViT  •  '"""*" l"  *ulc  ana  return  home.  At 
lOoclockthejudgeappointedbythecourtappear- 
ed   took  his  seat,  and  the  sheriffs  judge  retted 

IhonSn£nd?d  ??  a"  thG  V°teS  ^^  ^fore  ten 
should  be  rejected;  twenty-five  had  been  polled 

twenty-two  of  which  were  for  Mr.  Letcher  con- 

oTaS ?he}?aVe  ta>6n  three  from  Mr.Moor°e"3 
poll  and  twenty-two  from  Mr.  Letcher's.    2dly. 

2?l  Hevf  e°0nu  day  °f  the  election»  the  sheriff  was 
called  home  by  the  extreme  illness  of  his  wife T 
cholera,  of  which  she  died,  and  he  appointed  an 
md.v.dual  to  take  hia  place  till  his  deputy  could 
arrive,  wh.ch  was  in  the  course  of  one  or  two 
hours.     It  „  also   contended  that  all  the  votes 
g.ven  in  between  the  absence  of  the  sheriff  and 
he  arnva  of  h.s  deputy  should  he  rejected,     it 
^Wfivehad  been  taken,  thi/ty-two  for 
Mr.  Letcher  and  th.rteen  for  Mr.  Moore.  These 
two  operanons  make  a  difference  in  Mr.  Letch- 
er^;  majority  originally  forty-nine,  of  thirty-eight 
votes,  and  will  consequently  reduce  it  to  eleven. 
T.'   "\wn,ch  elections  shall  be  held"  i„"ZM  I     »    eleven  and   more  are  afterwards  reduced 
State.    It  enacts  that  the  sheriff  of  each   ounty    ola^f  M  y°teS'  ^Z™  °f  whleh  are  -je'el 

acn  county  |  because  they  were  students  of  a  college,  situated 
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in  the  district,  whose  parents  lived  out  of  it,  and 
therefore  it  is  contended  their  residence  was  not 
such  as  to  entitle  them  to  vote.  This  point  not 
being  before  the  House  at  present,  I  shall  reserve 
my  remarks  upon  it  for  another  occasion.  It 
appears  that  seventy  legal  votes,  against  which 
there  is  no  manner  of  objection,  have  been  rejec- 
ted because  of  an  alleged  in  formality  in  holding 
the  election. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  contend  that  there  was 
no  informality,  and  if  there  was,  it  is  not  of  a 
chatacter  to  be  regarded,  and  further,  that  even 
if  It  ought  to  be  regarded;  it  is  not  such  as  to 
have  produced  the  conclusion  to   which  the 
committee  have  arrived,  viz.  to  make  it  operate 
to  the  prejudice  of  one  and  to  the  profit  of  the 
other  of  the  candidates.  If  it  vitiates  the  election 
to  any  extent  it  must  to  the  whole.  Sir, there  was 
no  informalty  ;the  law  was  substantially  complied 
with.     Let  us  consider  the  first  objection  as  to 
the  opening  of  the  election.    The  sheriff  is  to 
open  the  election  by  ten  o'clock,  and  to  keep  it 
open  until  at  least  one  hour  before  sunset.  Need 
I  enter  into  a  criticism  upon  words  to  show  that 
by  does  not  mean  at?  Will  any  one  contend  that 
the  Words  of  the  law  both  as  to  the  time  of 
opening  and  closing  the  election  does  not  con- 
fer   upon  the    sheriff  a  discretion?      May  he 
not  begin  before  ten,  and  continue  the  election 
after  the  hour  before  sunset?     If  the  expression 
by  ten  means  precisely  at  ten,  then  he  has  no 
"discretion;  but  if,  according  to  the  plain  com- 
mon sense,  popular  meaning  of  that  language, 
"(independent  of  the  strong  circumstances  stand- 
ing in  connexion  with  it,    such  as  the  discretion 
given  him  as  to  the  time  of  advertizing  and  clo- 
sing the  election,)  it  imports,  as  is  often  ased  in 
the  business  transactions  of  men,  on  or  before 
ten,  then  he  has  a  discretion,  of  which  he  cannot 
be  deprived.     But  it  is  said  this  construction 
deprives  the  judge  appointed  by  the  court  of 
his  right  to  preside,  and  having   until  ten  to 
signify  his  pleasure  to  do  so  or  not,  the  sheriff 
is  bound  to  wait  till  that  hour  before  he  exer- 
cises his  right  10  appoint  a  judge,  under  the 
law,  and  proceed  to  the  election.   Now,  sir,  the 
fair  construction  of  laws,  or  contracts,  is  to  make 
all  their  seeming  inconsistencies  stand,  if  possi 
ble,  to  give  effect  to  its,  contradictions  if  it  can 
be  done  without  manifest  injury  to  its  true  spir- 
it, object  and  intention.  Who  does  nut  perceive 
that  this  can  be  done,  and  done  with  the  utmost 
propriety  in  relation  to  this  law?  The  legislature 
were  regulating  the  exercise  of  a  great  right  of 
the  people,  and  as  their  immediate  representa- 
ti\  es,  in  which  they  were  as  deeply  concerned 
as  their  constituents,  it  could  never  have  been 
their  intention  so  to  tramel  and  fatter  this  great 
interest  as  that  the-  slightest  misconstruction  of 
their  object  should  defeat  the  right.    They  had 
as  much  confidence  in  the  sheriff;  and  the  judge 
to  be  appointed  by  him,as  they  had  in  the  county 
court,  and  the  judges  to  be  appointed  by  them. 
They  were  both  designed  to  facilitate  and  give 
effect  to  the  great  right  of  suffrage;  and  when 
they  were  guarding  against  certain  contingen- 
cies which  might  prevent  an  election,  they  ne- 
ver dreamed,  nay,  they  could  not,  that  this  very 


caution  would  be  the  means  of  defeating  their 
own  privileges.  Could  they  have  any  such  in- 
ducement to  place  their  rignts,  the  most  inesti- 
mable of  all  rights,  without  which  all  others  are 
nothing,  in  such  a  situation  that  their  exercise 
could  only  be  attained  by  the  most  vigilant 
circumspection,  as  well  as  the  most  careful  and 
accurate  legal  learning?  It  cannot  be  believed. 
Then  what  is  the  reasonable  construction  of  this 
law?  That  specific  limits  should  not  be  prescri- 
bed as  to  time,  in  conducting  the  election  so  as 
to  impair  the  limitation  of  three  days  allowed 
by  the  Constitution  of  Kentucky,  in  which  the 
election  is  to  be  held.  The  time  contained  in 
that  instrument  no  law  could  shorten;  and 
though  from  necessity  the  whole  could  not  be 
enjoyed,  yet  doubtless  the  Legislature,  intend- 
ing to  afford  the  voters  as  much  of  it  as  possi- 
ble, were  anxious  not  so  much  to  abridge  as  to 
prevent  the  sheriff  from  doing  it,  and  hence  it 
will  be  perceived,  in  every  instance,  where  he 
had  any  thing  to  do  with  it,  he  was  required  to 
lose  as  little  as  the  nature  of  the  case  would  ad- 
mit. 

It  was  more  an  enlarging  than  a  restraining 
consumption  of  the  three  days,  and  every  one 
must  see  the  real  mischief  to  be  apprehended, 
was  the  waste  rather  than  the  use  of  the  alio  •  ..nl 
time.     For  if  the  people  in  their  convention, 
had  believed  three  days  necessary  to  a  given 
object,  they  cannot  in  their  Legislature  be  sup- 
posed to  be  so  idle  as  to  deprive  themselves  of 
it,  even  if  they  could;  and  therefore  in  the  true 
spirit  of  the  Constitution,  the  legislation  pro- 
moted  rather  than  restricted  the  grant.     Under 
this  view  the   fair  construction  would  be  this: 
says  the  law,  the  election  must  be  opened  by 
10   o'clock,  beyond  that  time  the  sheriff  must 
not  go,  but  before  that  time  we  give  him  a  rea- 
sonable discreton  (as  is  all  legal  discretion)  to 
begin  the  first  days'   work.     We  have,  to  be 
sure,  authorized  the  county   court  to  appoint 
two  judges  to  superintend  it;  they,  however, 
have  a  full  knowledge  that  we  have  also  grant- 
ed to  the  sheriff  the  power  to  open   the  elec- 
tion before  ten ,  and  in   case  of  a  failure  to  at- 
tend on    the    part  of  the   court's  judges,    we 
have  authorized  him  to  appoint  judges  in  their 
stead.     Now,    if  at  a  reasonable   time   before 
ten,  the  voters  wish  to  commence  the  election, 
where  is  the  possible  injury  that  can  result  to 
the  exercise  of  their  right,  by  telling  the  sheriff 
to  appoint  his  judges,  under  the  law  and   pro- 
ceed to  busint  ss>     When  the  judges  appointed 
by  the  court   shall  arrive,  and  claim  by  virtue 
of  the'.r  appointment  for  a  year,  the  right   to 
conduct  the  election,  where  is  the  harm  to  suf- 
fer them  to  take  the  place  of  those  chosen  by 
the  sheriff,  who,  in  the  language  of  the  l<w,  in 
consequence  of  their  failing  to  attend,  is   re- 
quired   immediately  preceding  the  election  to 
appoint  proper  persons  to  act  in  their  stead'" 
Th'8  construction  enables  the  rights  of  all  par- 
t  es  to  stand,  as  well  as  those  of  ttie  sheriff  and 
his  judgee,  as  the  court  and  their  judges  and 
all  nting  officers  equally  trust  worthy,  and  con- 
stituted  by  law,  as  the  machinery   to  effect  a 
great  public  object,no  election  can  or  ought  to 
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be  distrusted ,  which  has  been  held  under  its 
agency.  The  construction  insisted  upon  by 
the  Committee,  leads  to  this  singular  absurdity. 
They  say  the  sheriff  must  wait  till  ten  o'clock, 
before  he  can  appoint  his  judges,  lest  the  other 
judges  might  come  and  claim  their  right:  then 
who  does  not  perceive  they  require  of  him  to 
do  two  things  in  the  same  instant  of  time.  Ac- 
cording to  law,he  must  not  let  ten  o'clock  pass, 
if  he  does,  he  violates  the  law.  According  to 
the  Committee,  he  must  not  appoint  his  judges 
till  ten;  therefore,  if  at  that  precise  moment  of 
time,  he  does  not  proclaim  to  the  people  that 
the  election  is  opened,  and  also,  call  upon  pro- 
per persons,  who  are  to  be  sworn  before  they 
can  act,"  to  serve  in  the  place  of  the  absent 
judges,  he  evidently  fails  in  his  duty,  so  that  an 
impossibility  is  required  of  him.  If,  therefore,he 
can  appoint  5  minutes  before  ten,  the  point  is 
yielded,  for  every  one  must  admit  he  can  sixty. 
If  he  waits  till  after  ten,  the  election  is  contrary 
to  law.  I  only  mention  this  to  illustrate  how 
unsafe,  if  not  rediculous,  it  is  to  suffer  ourselves 
to  be  governed  by  a  little,  contracted,  narrow., 
lawyer-like  principle  of  construction,  in  giving 
effect  to  laws  designed  to  execute  great  politi- 
cal rights. 

Sir,  such  a  rigid  construction  will  defeat  nine- 
tenths  of  the  elections  throughout  the  United 
States.  I  will  show  that  not  a  member  from 
Georgia  can  hold  his  seat  under  this  black  letter 
rule.  The  law  of  my  State  i3  in  the  following 
words — "All  elections  for  members  of  the  gen- 
eral assembly,  and  for  representatives  in  Con- 
gress, shall  be  held  at  the  court  house  or  place 
appointed  for  holding  the  superior  courts  in  the 
respective  counties,  and  the  electors  thereat 
shall  vote  (now)  by  ballot.  It  shall  be  the  duty 
of  any  three  or  more  of  the  magistrates  of  each 
county ,  not  being  candidates,  to  preside  at  and 
make  returns  of  ail  elections  for  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  the  General  Assembly,  and 
Representatives  in  Congress;  and  the  sheriff  of 
each  county,  or  his  deputy  is  required  to  attend 
at  such  elections,  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing 
the  orders  of  the  presiding  magistrates,  and  pre- 
serving good  order."  And  again,  "the  presiding 
magistrates  are  empowered  and  required  to  ap- 
point three  clerks  to  attend  said  elections, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  keep  three  rolls." — 
The  law  is  express  that  'Hhe  time  of  opening 
the  elections  shall  be  at  the  hour  of  seven  o'. 
clock  in  the  morning,  and  be  kept  open  until 
the  hour  of  six  in  the  afternoon,and  then  close." 
Now  sir,  I  appeal  to  every  member  from  Geor- 
gia, to  say,  whether  it  is  not  the  constant  prac- 
tice of  our  magistrates  and  clerks,  to  change 
places  throughout  the  day,  with  others  who 
come  to  relieve  them  in  the  labors  of  the  occa- 
sion, and  whether  we  ever  open  our  elections 
till  eight  or  nine  o'clock.  In  what  does  this 
differ  from  the  Kentucky  law?  Only  in  the 
mode  of  appointing  the  superintending,  magis- 
trates. The  Georgia  law  makes  the  appoint- 
ment itself,  the  other  authorizes  the  county  court 
to  do  it. 

Their  duties  are  the  same,  and  though  ex- 
pressed in  different  language,  precisely  the 


same  services  are  required.  The  Kentucky  law 
requires  the  county  court  to  appoint  two  of  their 
own  body,  as  judges  of  the  election,  and  a  proper 
person  to  act  as  clerk.  The  Georgia  law  ap<- 
points  any  three  or  more  of  the  magistrates  of 
each  county,  to  preside  at,  and  make  returns  of  all 
elections;  and  empowers  them  to  choose  their 
own  clerks  to  "attend  said  elections"  and  keep 
the  rolls.  The  words  "any  three"  has  refer- 
ence to  the  body  of  magistrates  in  the  county, 
being  generally  from  twenty  to  thirty,  and  not 
to  the  idea  of  alternation  at  the  election.  The 
Kentucky  law  means  no  more,  when  it  says  two> 
of  the  body  of  the  county  court  shall  be  the 
"judges''  of  the  election,  than  the  Georgia  law 
when  it  declares  that  three  of  the  body  of  the 
magistrates  of  each  county  shall  "preside  at" 
and  "make  returns  of  all  elections."  "Preside" 
means  all  that  is  conveyed  by  the  word,  "judg- 
es." The  Kentucky  law  requires  that  they  shall 
attend  to  the  receiving  of  the  votes,  until  the 
election  is  completed,  and  a  fair  statement  made 
of  the  whole  amount  thereof."  The  Georgia 
law  means  precisely  the  same  thing  when  it  di- 
rects its  magistrates  to  '^preside  at  and  make  re- 
turns," for  they  cannot  do  this  unless  they  re- 
main there  during  the  whole  election  which  is  to 
be  from  7  to  6  o'clock.  To  preside  at  and 
make  returns  'they"  must  receive  the  votes 
"and  continue  until  the  election  is  completed." 
And  when  it  is  urged  that  a  Kentucky  magis- 
trate cannot  make  a  fair  statement  of  the  whole 
amount  of  the  election  unless  he  remains  there 
all  the  while;  I  answer  a  Georgia  magistrate 
cannot  "make  a  return"  of  the  election  unless 
he  does  the  same  thing,  for  he  can  no  more  cer- 
tify for  the  different  magistrates  who  have  pre- 
sided before  him  throughout  the  day  than  can 
the  Kentucky  magistrate.  And  so  with  regard 
to  the  clerks  who  are  required  to  keep  the  rolls. 
Our  law  requires  the  sheriff  to  attend  the  elec- 
tion. For  what  ?  To  enforce  the  orders  of 
the  presiding  magistrates,  and  preserve  good 
order.  He  is  a  ministerial  officer;  he  has  no 
right  to  exercise  any  judgment  in  the  election, 
he  may  be  called  on  to  give  testimony  as  to  the 
qualifications  of  voters.  Unless  the  sheriff  is 
expressly  clothed  with  judicial  power  by  some 
law,his  is  always  a  ministerial  office,  and  there- 
fore his  presence  is  not  always  necessary  in  any 
tribunal  where  he  may  be  called  to  act. — 
Where  he  is  to  exercise  his  judgment  it  may  be 
necessary,  but  where  he  is  to  act  ministerially 
or  to  testify,  he  is  not  necessarily  obliged  to  be 
present  till  the  occasion  arises  which  makes  it 
needful,  and  hence  the  sheriff  at  our  elections 
and  indeed  at  all  courts  is  frequently  absent  till 
an  occasion  demands  his  ministerial  services. 
By  the  election  law  of  Kentucky  his  ministeri- 
al character  is  not  changed.  His  duties  then 
are  precisely  the  same  as  the  Georgia 
sheriffs;  they  are  ministerial  with  the  super- 
added character  of  being  a  ready  witness  to  de- 
tect illegal  voters  if  it  should  become  necessary, 
and  this  does  not  imply  an  absolute  necessity  to 
be  always  present.  1  repeat,  he  is  no  judge — 
to  open,close  and  proclaim  the  election,  to  keep 
order  and  testify  as  to  the  qualifications  of  the 
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votes  is  all  that  is  required  of  him  by  the  law. 
While  the  judges  and  clerk  appointed  to  preside 
are  sworn,  the  sheriff  is'  not.    He  passes  no 
opinion  with  the  rest  of  the  presiding  officers 
in  any  matter  of  dispute.     The  judges  may  ad- 
mit a  vote  even  after  he  has  given  information 
that  in  his  opinion  it  is  illegal.     If  he  acts  any 
where  in  Kentucky  as  a  judge  it  i9  by  permis- 
sion, for  he  has  evidently  no  such  power  by  law. 
It  is  only  by  contending  that  he  is  a  judge  that 
you  make  his  presence  necessary,  and  this  char- 
acter is  merely  inferred  from  two  expressions 
in  the  law,  viz:  "that  the  sheriff  or  other  presid- 
ing officers  shall  open  the  polls,"  and  that  "the 
voters  shall  vote  in  the  presence  of  said  judges 
and  sheriff,  and  unless  the  sheriff  or  one  of  the 
judges  shall  know  the  person  offering  to  vote 
to  be  entitled  to  suffrage  the  clerk  is  directed 
to  swear  the  voter,  &c.''    Now  from  these  two 
clauses  it  is  inferred  that  the  sheriff  is  made  a 
judge  of  election.     Are  gentlemen  aware  of  the 
consequences  of  making  the  sheriff  a  judge  ? — 
Judges  cannot  make  deputies.    The  moment 
he  loses  his  ministerial  character  he  is  unable 
to  make  a  deputy,  and  according  to  the  strict 
construction  contended  for,  a  deputy  cannot 
act,  because  the  election  law  does  not  author- 
ize  him  to  do  bo;  besides,  if  a  deputy  could  act 
it  must  be  done  as  a  sheriff  under  this  same 
law,  and  then  he  also  becomes  immediately  a 
judge,  and  consequently  this  court  could  have 
no  sheriff  in  whose  presence  the  voters  shall 
vote.     His  absence  therefore  ©n  the  second  day 
ought  not  to  operate  such    an  injury  to  the  le- 
gal voters  as  to  deprive  them  of  their  elective 
franchise.     My  worthy  colleague,  in  his  argu- 
ment yesterday  confounded  the  personal  quail 
fications  of  voters  with  the  requirements  of  the 
law  as  to  the  time,  place  and  manner  of  holding 
elections,  and  said  if  you  can  reject  the  vote  of 
a  person  under  21  years  of  age,   because  the 
law  has  required  him  to  be  of  that  age  to  enti- 
tle him  to  vote,  you  can  reject  a  vote  where  the 
law  has  not  been  complied  with  in  regard  to 
time,  place  and  manner.     Now  as  I  stated  be- 
fore, there  is  a  clear  and  manifest  difference 
between  the  qualification  of  the  voter  and  the 
means  provided  by  law  to  give  effect  to  his  vote. 
In  all  the  transactions  of  life,  whether  in  a  civil, 
moral  or  political  point  of  view,  when  we  are 
called  on  to  act  as  responsible  agents,  the  inten- 
tion, the  quo  animo,  constitutes  the  very  essence 
pf  accountability.     A  man  may  commit  the  ut- 
most attrocities,  such  as  homicide,  house  burn- 
ing, nay,  he  may  flay  another  alive  yet  if  he  be 
destitute  of  reason  he  commits  no  crime — this 
is  a  principle  that  runs  through  all  human  ac- 
tions, and  all  our  decisions  intended  to  promote 
and  advance  the  well  being  of  society  proceeds 
upon  the  quality  of  the  motive  that  has  given 
rise  to  the  act.     Will  it  be  said,  that  the  man 
who  goes  to  an  election  with  a  full  knowledge 
that  he  is  not  21  years  old,  and  who,  conse- 
quently without  right  votes  contrary  to  law  is 
to  be  placed  upon  the  same  footing  with  the  le- 
gal voter,  who  votes  ignorantly  as  to  the  authori- 
ty of  the  magistrate  or  sheriff,  to  receive  his 
vote?  If  the  law  had  considered  them  in  the  same 


situation,  it  would  when  it  required  the  judge3 
to  swear  the  voters  as  to  their  right  of  suffrage, 
have  provided  a  similar  oath  to  be  administered 
by  the  voters  to  the  presiding  officers  as  to  their 
official  qualifications. 

This  is  obviously  the  effect  of  the  rigid  con- 
struction contended  for  by  the  committee.  The 
elector  to  be  safe,  must,  before  he  gives  in  his 
vote.takethe  election  law  and  subject  the  mana- 
gers to  some  such  interrogations  as  these: — 
'  'Mr.  Sheriff,  did  you  wait  till  10  o'clock,  to  the 
minute,  before  you  opened  the  election?  are  the 
judges  of  your  appointment  or  of  the  county 
courts ;  if  of  the  first,  under  what  circumstan- 
ces did  you  make  it,  if  of  the  last,  have  they 
been  sworn?  Have  you  been  present  all  the 
time  of  the  election,  never  turned  your  back 
once,  walked  aside,  talked  with  any  one  while 
the  people  were  voting,  because  if  you  did  you 
were  just  as  absent  for  all  the  objects  of  the 
law,  as  if  you  had  been  called  home  to  a  sick 
wife?"  Indeed,  Mr.  Speaker,  you  perceive,  in 
order  to  secure  his  privilege  the  voter  will  do 
manifest  injustice  to  himself  if  he  does  not  ask 
every  question  necessary  to  give  effect  to  his 
suffrage.  If  every  voter  takes  this  precaution, 
instead  of  three  days  it,  will  take  three  months  to 
hold  an  election.  And,  after  all,  one  false  an- 
swer from  the  court  or  the  sheriff  would  de- 
feat him  at  last,  for,  under  this  notion  of  literal 
construction,  a  violated  law  could  not  be  satis- 
fied any  more  than  if  no  inquiry  had  been  made 
at  all.  But  if  these  are  informalities,  I  insist  up- 
on it,  Mr.  Speaker,  they  are  not  such  as  to- 
amount  either  to  a  good  cause  to  reject  the 
votes,  or  vitiate  the  election;  because  they  pro- 
duce no  injury  to  the  .rest  of  the  voters  or  to 
the  complainant  at  your  bar,  who  has  been 
seeking  their  confidence.  On  the  contrary,  it 
materially  injures  the  discarded  electors  and 
his  competitor. 

That  some  such  reasonable  rule  as  this  must 
be  adopted  I  apprehend  no  one  will  deny,  for 
it  is  idle  to  say  that  every  informality  will,  or 
should  produce  the  result  contended  for.  There 
is  not  a  law  under  Heaven  that  can  be  literally 
carried  into  effect.  Suppose  the  Sheriff  had 
not  opened  the  election  until  after  ten  o'clock, 
does  any  one  believe  it  would  have  vitiated  the 
election,  or  even  a  vote  ?  Suppose  he  had  not 
given  the  month's  notice  of  the  election  requir- 
ed by  the  law,  would  that  have  invalidated  it  ? 
No  one  believes  it. 

In  all  the  great  purposes  of  government,  its 
ends  and  objects  mutt  be  attained  by  a  rational 
exposition  of  its  rules  and  regulations.  That 
great  law,  superior  to  all  law,  the  law  of  ne- 
cessity, pervades  every  thing  human,  and  can- 
not be  legislated  away.  Let  me  give  you  an 
illustration  of  its  ascendancy.  If  the  Sheriff,  I 
think  they  call  him  Hocker,  had  done  his  duty, 
Mr.  Letcher  would  now  be  the  sitting  member. 
Suppose,  at  the  beginning  of  the  session,  he 
had  voted  for  the  present  clerk  of  the  House, 
and  that  clerk  had  been  elected  by  one  vote, 
and  suppose  it  shall  now  be  determined,  as  I 
fear  it  will,  that  Mr.  Letcher  is  not  entitled  to 
the  seat,  will  any  one  say  that  the  clerk's  place 
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should  be  vacated,  because  he  was  elected  by  a ' 
person  who  was  not  a  lawful  voter  ?  And  why 
not  ?  Because  if  respect  is  not  paid  to  the  co- 
lor of  office  in  the  diversified  relations  of  public 
functionaries,  ther.e  is  nothing  which  can  be 
made  to  stand  the  incompetency  of  language  to 
convey  our  ideas,  or  the  frailty  of  forecast  to 
provide  for  unseen  difficulties,  or  misconceived 
results.  Great  and  important  laws  may  be 
passed  by  one  single  illegal  vote,  and  yet  who 
believes  that  you  must  travel  all  along  the  pro- 
cess of  this  legislation  to  detect  its  errors ,  and 
then  down  through  its  consequences  to  correct 
its  mischiefs.'  But,  sir-,  if  these  informalities 
are  such  as  the  consciences  of  honorable  mem- 
bers cannot  surmount,  by  -all  that  is  holy  in 
principle,  and  honest  in  reason,  they  cannot 
work  a  benefit  to  one,  and  a  palpable  injury  to 
the  other  contending  party,  much  less  can  they 
deprive  legal  voters  of  their  right  to  a  partici- 
pation in  the  choice  of  a  representative  who  is 
to  legislate  on  his  dearest  rights,  perhaps  of 
life,  liberty  and  property. 

_Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  something  wrong  in 
this  case  from  the  beginning.  An  attempt  was 
made  to  deprive  Mr.  Letcher  of  his  election  by 
the  hocus-pokus  of  this  Mr.  Sheriff  Hocker,  who 
has  disgraced  himself  and  nearly  his  State,  and 
against  whose  conduct  every  honest  man,  from 
Maine  to  Georgia,  and  even  beyond  those  places, 
if  beyond  them  the  case  has  gone,  and  honest 
men  can  be  found,  ha?  manifested  the  most  in- 
dignant detestation.  The -scheme  which  met 
the  cry  of  shame,  shame,  from  every  quarter, 
having  failed,  the  same  object,  pursued  with 
an  untiring  zeal,  must  be  accomplished,  first 
by  illegal  votes  ;  and  that  failing  also,  the  law 
must  be  made  to  give  way,  even  at  the  expense 
of  legal  votes,  and  all  the  sacred  principles  of 
the  rights  of  majorities  must  be  made  to  yield 
to  a  purpose  which  the  most  formidable  public 
and  private  rights  cannot  resist. 

Many  cases  of  contested  elections  have  been 
relied  on  by  the  committee  to  /prove  that  the 
provisions  of  election  laws  must  be  complied 
with; — grant  that  this  is  right  in  notorious 
cases  of  injury,  yet  does  it  follow  that  the-non- 
observance  is  to  deprive  legal  voters  of  their 
privileges,  and  throw  the  result  of  the  election 
into  the  hands  of  a  minority  ?  With  the  excep- 
tion of  two  cases  cited,  the  whole  current  of 
the  authorities  show  that  new  elections  were 
ordered.  Why  have  the  committee  labored 
by  these  cases  to  establish  particular  premises, 
and  then  jumped  to  a  wholly  different  conclu- 
sion ?  Following  up  those  decisions,  they 
ought  to  have  recommended  a  new  election. 
But  have  they  done  this?  If  you  cannot  count 
these  seventy  legal  votes ,  fifty-four  of  which 
were  for  Mr.  Letcher,  for  Heaven's  sake,  do 
not  suffer  the  operation  of  their  rejection  to  as- 
sist a  man  in  obtaining  a  trust  which  the  majo- 
rity of  the  legal  voters  of  bis  district  believed 
he  did  not  deserve ,  and  which  they  had  con- 
ferred upon  another.  Send  the  question  back 
to  them,  and  let  them  decide  it  for  themselves. 
Sir,  1  will  put  a  case,  which  will  show  the  abso- 
lute justness  of  this   course.    Suppose  there 
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had  been  but  one  more  vote,  besides  these  se- 
venty, in  the  county  of  Garrard,  and  that  one, 
according  to  the  notions  of  the  committee,  the* 
only  legal  vote,  would  you  say  that  this  vote  - 
should  determine  the  election  in  favor  of  the 
candidate  for  whom  it  was  cast  against  the 
other  seventy  given  to  his  opponent?  If  you 
answer  in  the  negative,  remember  the  principle 
cannot  be  altered  by  mixing  this  single  vote 
with  ten  thousand  others  provided  the  rejec- 
tion of  legal  votes  turns  the  election  in  favor  of 
a  minority.  Again,  suppose  the  case  I  have 
put  should  have  occurred  in  all  the  counties  of 
that  district,  five  in  number,  (and  what  might 
happen  in  one,  might  occur  in  all,)  is  any  one 
prepared  to  say,  that  the  five  legal  votes  should 
prevail  against  five  times  seventy,  equally  legal, 
but  void  merely  for  the  want  of  furmal  requi- 
sites ?  But,  sir,  suppose,  which  places  the 
case  out  of  all  doubt,  there  had  been  no  legal 
votes  in  any  of  the  counties,  but  all  liable  to 
the  objections  raised  against  the  seventy,  wouh 
this  House  give  the  election  to  Mr.  Letcher'i 
opponent  ?  And  why  not  ?  If,  in  the  case 
put,  one  vote  is  allowed  to  outweigh  seventy,  : 
and  five,  five  times  seventy,  then  that  principle 
would  permit  none  to  do  it.  If  you  go  upon 
the  doctrine  that  because  Mr.  Letcher  is  not 
elected,  Mr.  Moore  must  be,  if  you  maintain  ! 
that  all  fraudulent  votes  shall  be  taken  from  ! 
him  for  want  of  qualifications  in  the  voters,  and  I 
all  his  legal  ones  for  want  of  a  compliance  with 
the  forms  of  law,  you  are  bound  to  decide  in 
favor  of  Moore,  whether  he  gets  any  votes  or 
not. 

Such  principles  cannot  long  prevail  in  this 
country,  however  they  may  serve  to  answer  a 
temporary  purpose.  Sir,  I  would  fain  hope 
they  are  not  intended  to  answer  even  a  tempo- 
rary purpose.  Though  I  sincerely  believe  the 
decision  will  be  wrong,  if  made  in  favor  of  the 
petitioner,£yet  it  may  not  be  right  in  me  to  ima- 
gine that  such  result  has  been  influenced  by 
party  considerations.  I  am  bound  to  believe 
that  every  member  on  this  fleor  is  actuated  by 
as  high  and  honorable  motives  as  myself,  yet, 
-sir,  it  is  not  amiss  to  caution  the  best  among  us, 
from  which  I  do  not  intend  to  exclude  myself, 
to  beware  of  the  insidious  character  of  party 
feeling.  Parties  are  necessary  in  every  govern- 
ment; and  in  a  contest  for  political  principle,  I 
do  not  condemn  a  single  honest  exertion  for 
the  ascendency,  but  when  private  rights  are  to 
be  settled,  when  the  case  is  between  man  and 
man,  as  to  property  or  privilege,  the  judge  or 
juror,  that  could  not  forget  his  party  affiliations, 
must  be  lost  to  every  principle  of  honesty  and 
justice.  I  may  be  deceived,  but  I  think  I  can 
with  great  truth  say,  that  I  am  able  to  ap- 
proach this  decision  exempt  from  such  a  control, 
for  I  belong  to  party,  which  1  am  proud  to  say, 
differs  altogether  from  those  to  which  the  com- 
petitors are  attached.  This  case  will  soon 
become  one  of  history,  and  the  strong  feelings 
of  party  with  which,  at  present,  it  is  unhappily 
surrounded,  will  as  soon  pass  into  oblivion. — 
We  should'therefore  take  care  that  we  do  not 
lay  up  for  ourselves  matter  for  severe  reproach 
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to  the  end  of  our  lives.  The  idea  of  having 
wronged  a  fellow  being  from  considerations 
which  we  know  to  be  antagonist  to  the  en- 
during claims  of  truth  and  right,  must  be  a  re- 
flection calculated  to  make  a  most  unwelcome 
pillow  companion  in  the  closing  scenes  of  time. 
Sir,  this  election  should  be  decided  as  if  all  the 
people  of  the  district  were  surrounding  us  in 
that  circular  gallery,  and  looking  them  in  the 
face,  we  should  listen  to  the  voice  of  the  sev- 
enty rejected  legal  voters,  imagining  we  hear 
them  demand  to  have  their  rights  respected  as 
much  as  those  who  have  been  less  unfortunate 
in  the  presentation  of  their  suffrage,  but  not 
more  entitled  to  its  exercise. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  said  more,  but  I 
am  obliged  to  desist  from  a  severe  pain  in  my 
breast 

Mr.  HAMER  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  Spiakkr,  before  I  proceed  to  submit  my 
views  of  the  question,  now  pending  before  the 
House,  I  trust  I  shall  be  indulged  in  making  a 
single  remark,  in  reference  to  myself. 

I  concur  with  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Vaxderpoel)  who  addressed  the  House 
the  other  day.and  who  is  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections.  He  informed  us,  that  it 
was  not  by  his  desire,  that  he  had  been  placed 
upon  that  Committee.  So  of  myself,  sir.  Al- 
though I  have  never  sought  to  avoid  any  re- 
sponsibility, that  devolved  upon  me,  in  the  se- 
veral stations  I  have  had  the  honor  to  occupy, 
I  have  never  courted  it  when  it  did  not  belong 
to  me.  With  a  knowledge  of  the  business  that 
must  come  before  the  Committee  of  Elections,  I 
should  have  been  very  unwise.at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  to  have  desired  a  place  a- 
mong  its  members.  But,  sir,  I  was  placed  upon 
it,  by  the  presiding  officer  of  this  House,  and  I 
have  endeavored  to  discharge  my  duty  faithful- 
ly. It  was  the  fortune — good  or  bad — of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  BANKS,)and 
myself,  to  be  selected  as  a  sub -committee,  to 
examine  the  immense  mass  of  testimony,  con- 
sisting of  some  1800  pages  in  manuscript,  and 
making  a  large  volume,  now  that  it  is  in  print, 
that  bad  been  taken  by  the  respective  claimants 
to  a  seat  on  this  floor.  Nearly  five  hundred 
votes  were  assailed  as  illegal.  Some  were  said 
to  be  given  by  minors;  others  by  aliens;  others 
again,  by  persons  who  were  not  residents  of  the 
county  where  they  voted;  and  a  variety  of  other 
disqualifications  were  alleged  to  exist. 

In  some  instances,  three,four,  or  five  witness 
es  were  examined  to  prove  the  illegality  of  a 
vote;  and  three  or  four  depositions  would  be 
taken,  to  assail  the  credibility  of  one  of  these 
witnesses.  Indeed,  the  case  presented  for  our 
examination,  almost  every  question  that  can  be 
imagined  to  exist  in  a  contested  election.  We 
labored  upon  it,  as  is  known  to  a  number  of 
gentlemen,  night  and  day,  for  many  weeks, 
until  my  own  health  was  seriously  impaired. — 
Upon  a  large  majority  of  the  points  presented 
to  us,  we  agreed:  upon  some  we  differed.  Hav- 
ing travelled  through  it,  the  majority  and  the 
minority  of  the  Committee  have  each  submited 
the  results  of  their  examination  to  the  House.— 


From  the  fact  of  my  having  served  upon  the 
sub-committee,  it  is  expected  that  my  views  of 
the  question  will  be  made  known  in  wis  discus- 
sion. 

One  word  more,  sir,  and  I  proceed.  I  hope 
it  will  be  distinctly  understood,  that  in  what  - 
er  terms  I  may  feel  myself  impelled  to  speak  of 
the  arguments  of  gentlemen,  I  mean  no  person- 
al disrespect.  I  have  no  unkindness  of  feeling 
towards  either  of  the  claimants,  or  for  any  gen- 
tleman who  has  spoken  in  the  progress  of  this 
discussion  on  either  side  of  the  question.  It  is 
not  my  habit  to  impugn  the  motives  of  others, 
or  to  give  an  uncharitable  construction  to  their 
conduct;  and  pursuing  that  course  towards 
those  who  differ  with  me,  should  it  be  my  mis- 
fortune either  now  or  hereafter,  to  have  my  own 
motives  assailed,  or  my  conduct  misrepresented, 
I  trust  I  shall  know  how  to  repel  all  such  as- 
saults with  the  spirit  that  becomes  a  freeman. 

The  majority  of  the  Committee  find  them- 
selves placed  in  a  most  singular  condition. — 
They  are  charged  by  the  minority  with  errone- 
ous decisions,  in  a  number  of  cases  where  votes 
have  been  stricken  from  Mr.  Letcher's  poll; 
and  it  is  said  by  gentlemen,  that  if  these  cases 
had  been  correctly  determined,  Mr.  L.  would 
have  had  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  of  the  dis- 
trict, and  would  be  entitled  to  the  seat.  On 
the  other  hand,  Major  Moore  has  laid  a  printed 
argument  upon  our  tables,  accompanied  by  a 
list  of  some  forty  or  fifty  votes,  which  were  re- 
tained by  the  majority  for  Mr.  L.  that  he  (Mr. 
M.)  asserts  should  be  stricken  off;  thereby 
making  the  majority  for  him  much  larger  than 
it  is  now.  Thus  we  are  standing  between  two 
fires:  both  parties  complain  of  our  decisions. — 
Under  such  circumstances,  there  is  but  one 
course  for  us  to  take;  and  so  far  as  lam  con. 
cerned,  but  one  will  be  taken:  it  is  to  proceed 
directly  forward,  regardless  of  the  consequen- 
ces, be  they  what  they  may. 

I  agree,  sir,  with  the  gentleman  who  have  pro- 
ceeded me,  that  this  is  a  question  of  deep  impor- 
tance. It  is  important  to  the  claimants,  because 
it  involves  the  right  to  a  seat  on  this  floor;  it  is 
important  to  the  people  of  the  Fifth  Congiess- 
ional  District — and,  indeed,  if  the  whole  State  of 
Kentucky,  as  affecting  their  representation  in 
this  branch  of  the  Government;  and  it  is  impor- 
tant to  this  House  and  to  the  American  People; 
for  the  decision  now  made,  will  be  looked  to, 
as  a  beacon,  for  the  guidance  of  those,  who  may 
havo  to  determine  similar  cases  in  after  time. 
It  behooves  us,  therefore,  to  proceed  with  cau- 
tion and  deliberation;  to  weigh  well  every  argu- 
ment that  may  be  presented,  and  to  so  decide, 
as  that  vital  principle  may  be  preserved  inviolate, 
and  substantial  justice  meted  out  to  all  concern- 
ed. 

To  discuss  this  subject  in  the  manner  best 
calculated  to  present  its  merits  clearly  and  in- 
telligibly to  those  who  hear  me,  it  becomes  ne- 
cessary to  relieve  it  from  some  of  the  incumbran- 
ces that  have  been  heaped  upon  it,  by  the  gentle- 
men who  have  preceeded  me.  It  often  happens 
that  we  mislead  both  ourselves  and  othcis,  in 
discussing  a  question,  by  making  false  issues, 
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and  by  incorporating  extraneous  matters, 
that  do  not  belong  to  the  subject.  These  are  so 
many  false  lights  that  lead  us  astray  in  the  sup- 
port of  truth.  They  should  be  extinguished; 
for  their  glare  upon  our  mental  vision  has  a  di- 
rect tendency  to  obscure  the  object  which  they 
were  designed  to  illuminate. 


One  prominent  position  has  been  taken  by 
the  minority  of  the  committee,  and  by  all  the 
gentlemen  who  have  spoken  upon  that  side  of 
the  House,  which  I  am  bound  to  notice.  They 
charge  the  majority  with  advancing  the  doctrine 
that  an  individual  having  a  minority  of  votes  in 
the  Fifth  District,  is  entitled  to  a  seat  on  this 
floor.  Sir,  I  deny  this  charge.  The  committee 
have  advanced  no  such  doctrine  in  their  report; 
and  not  a  single  member  of  it  has  advocated 
such  a  principle.  For,  myself,  I  wholly  repudi- 
ate it.  We  have  not  only  not  contended  for  any 
such  principle,  but  we  have  said  expressly,  that 
after  a  full  and  thorough  purgation  of  the  polls, 
counting  in  as  legal  all  the  votes  given  at 
Lancaster,  on  Monday,  whilst  Esquire  Grant 
was  on  the  bench,  and  all  given  during  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Sheriff  on  Tuesday,  still  there  was 
a  clear  majority  of  the  individual  votes  in  favor 
of  Major  Moore.  We  contend  for  the  doctrine, 
that  a  majority  shall  rule,  as  strenuously  as  the 
gentlemen  do.  Indeed,  both  the  candidates  main- 
tained their  claims  before  us  upon  this  principle. 
It  was  the  main  question  to  be  determined  by  the 
committee.  Each  of  the  claimants  contended, 
that  after  striking  off  all  illegal  individual  votes, 
he  had  a  majority  of  what  remained.  The  le- 
gality of  the  votes  given  at  Lancaster,  on  Mon- 
day and  Tuesday,  was  a  question  upon  which 
the  committee  felt  bound  to  give  an  opinion,  be 
cause  it  was  one  which  would  probably  come 
before  the  House.  But,  independently  of  that 
question,  they  found  a  majority  of  votes  for  Ma- 
jor Moore. 

Why,  then,  are  we  charged  with  maintaining 
that  a  minority  is  to  prevail  over  a  majority  ?  I 
ask  the  gentlemen,  whether,  in  ascribing  to  us 
such  sentiments,  they  treat  us  with  the  fairness 
to  which  we  are  justly  entitled? 

Again,  sir:  a  disinterested  listener,  who  was 
unacquainted  with  the  merits  of  this  controver- 
sy, would  suppose,  from  the  speeches  of  gentle- 
men, that  we  were  about  to  overthrow  the  dear- 
est that  belong  to  the  people  of  this  great 
republic.  One  gentleman  (Mr.  Marshall)  de- 
clares that  the  sense  of  the  country  will  put 
down  our  doctrine;  and  he  asks,  most  triumph- 
antly, whether  this  is  a  principle  by  which  any 
gentleman  is  willing  to  stand  in  this  country? 
Why,  sir,  this  would  be  very  appropriate,  if  the 
committee  had  attempted  to  sustain  the  propo- 
sition ascribed  to  them;  but  I  have  already  stat- 
ed that  they  do  not.  Their  report  rests  upon 
no  such  sandy  foundation.  It  stands  upon  the 
great  fundamental  principle,  that  the  majority 
shall  rule.  It  recognizes  the  rights  of  the  people 
as  secured  by  their  own  institutions.  And  I  tell 
the  gentleman,  in  answer  to  his  question,  that 
by  this  principle,  and  these  institutions,  I  am  wil- 


what  little    reputation  I   now   possess,  or  may 
hereafter  live  to  acquire. 

The  couduct  of  Alfred  Hocker,  the  sheriff  f of 
Lincoln,  has  been  alluded  to  by  all  the  gentle- 
men who  have  addressed  the  House  upon  the 
other  side.  It  has  been  called  "disgraceful;"  the 
term  "hocus  poms'"  was  applied  "to  it  by  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Clayton.)  His 
conduct,  right  or  wrong,  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  question  now  before  us.  It  is  the  conduct 
of  Thomas  Kennedy,  the  Sheriff  of  Garrard,  that 
is  under  consideration. 

No  one  has  attempted  to  justify  the  act  of  Mr. 
Hocker,  in  withholding  the  poll-book  of  Lincoln 
as  a  legal  act.  The  committee  have  expressly 
condemned  it.  Major  Moore,  in  whose  favor  it 
operated,  does  not  pretend  to  justify  it  as  legal. 
He  claims  nothing  under  it.  But  the  act,  itself, 
and  the  motives  of  the  individual,  as  two  distinct 
considerations;  and  this  man,  whose  name  has 
been  loaded  with  maledictions,  is  proved  to  pos- 
sess a  most  excellent  character — to  be  an  up- 
right, honest,  and  patriotic  citizen.  His  motives 
were  no  doubt  good,  and  his  acts  resulted  from 
what  is  supposed  to  be  a  wrong  construction  of 
the  law.  Let  us  see  if  there  is  nothing  to  pali- 
ate  the  offence.  , 

The  law  provides  that  the  Sheriffs  shall 
meet  within  fifteen  days  after  the  election,  and 
by  a  faithful  comparison  and  addition  of  the 
votes  given  in  the  several  counties, .  ascertain 
who  is  elected,  and  make  out  his  certificate. — 
Mr.  Hocker  believed  that  the  Sheriffs,  when 
so  met,  composed  a  board,  having  the  right  to 
decide  upon  the  validity  of  a  poll-book,  and  if 
the  election,  in  any  one  precinct,  had  been  held 
in  open  violation  of  law,  that  they  had  a  right 
to  reject  the  votes  so  given.  In  this  opinion  he 
may  have  been  wrong;  yet  the  language  of  the 
law  affords  a  plausible  excuse  for  the  sentiments 
he  avowed. 

Finding  that  the  Sheriffs  Would  not  enter  in- 
to such  an  examination  as  he  desired — belieying 
that  the  votes  about  to  be  counted  ought  not 
to  be  considered  in  a  faithful  comparison  and 
addition — he  retired  with  his  poll-book,  leaving 
the  question  to  be  decided  by  the  constituted 
authorities  of  the  country. 

It  has  been  said,  in  the  course  of  this  debate, 
that  the  certificate  of  the  three  Sheriff"  proves 
nothing;  that,  not  being  made  pursuant  to  the 
law,  it  is  void;  that  Major  Moore  claimed  a  seat 
here  upon  such  a  certificate;  that  Mr.  Letcher 
ought  to  have  had  the  seat,  upon  the  co- 
pies of  the  poll-books  which  he  presented;  and, 
says  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Clay- 
ton, )  the  ground  is  now  changed  in  favor  of  the 
former;  and  it  is  contended  that  minority  of 
votes  shall  entitle  him  to  a  seat  here!  The  va- 
lidity of  such  a  certificate  is  not  now  a  legiti- 
mate subject  of  discussion.  It  has  no  connex- 
ion whatever  with  the  point  before  the  House; 
but  I  beg  leave  to  set  the  gentleman  right, 
with  regard  to  the  respective  positions  of  the 
two  claimants,  throughout  the  whole  contest. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  session,  there 
was  nothing  in  dispute  but  the  right  to  a  tempo- 


lisg  to  take  my  stand;  and  to  risk,  in  'so  doing,  \rary  seat  in  the  House.    Each  party  claimed  it; 
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one  upon  the  copies  of  the  poll-books,  and  the 
other,  upon  a  certificate  signed  by  three  She 
riffs  of  the  Congressional  District— the  law  re- 
quiring all  the  Sheriffs  to  sign  it.  Neither  01 
them  had  the  evidence,strictly  speaking,  which 
the  law  required.  Neither  of  diem  contended 
for  a  permanent  seat  here,  upon  such  evidence. 
The  right  to  that,  they  both  admitted,  would  de- 
pend upon  a  majority  of  the  votes  given  in  the 
District,  after  a  thorough  purgation  of  the  polls. 
Precisely  that  doctrine  have  they  both  contend- 
ed for,  ever  since.  In  all  their  communications 
with  the  committee,  they  rest  their  claims  up- 
on this  principle;  and  each  one  insists,  that  he 
has  such  a  majority.  Their  claims  to  a  tempo 
rary  seat,  we  all  know,  were  waived,  and  the 
whole  matter  referred  to  the  committee.  How, 
then,  has  the  ground  been  changed?  Why 
does  any  gentleman  indulge  himself  in  throwing 
out  reflections  upon  one  candidate,  and  not  up- 
on the  other?  I  deny,  sir,  that  the  ground  has 
been  changed.  The  right  to  a  permanent  seat 
is  still  claimed,  by  both  candidates,  as  it  has 
been  from  the  first,  by  virtue,  of  a  majority  of 
the  individual  votes.  Who  has  this  majority, 
is  the  question  now  to  be  determined  by  the 
House. 

Here,  I  cannot  but  notice  a  remark  that  fell 
from  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Clay- 
ton,)  who  is  not  a  member  of  the  committee. 
He  declared,  that  he  believed  this  case  would 
be  decided  wrong!  For  my  own  part,  I  enter- 
tain no  such  fears.  I  will  not  anticipate  an  er- 
roneous decision,  by  this  House,  of  any  ques- 
tion. To  the  apprehensions  of  gentlemen,  that 
party  influence  will  be  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  minds  of  honorable  members,  I  will  not 
speak  in  reply.  It  should  be  presumed,  I 
think,  that  all  will  act  from  pure  motives,  and 
sound  and  honest  principles. 

Various  cases  have  been  presented,  by  way  of 
argument  and  illustration,  from  the  election  laws 
of  Georgia,  Pennsylvania,  and  Kentucky.  I  do 
not  feel  bound  to  answer  the  inquiries  they  pro- 
pose, because  they  have  no  direct  bearing  upon 
what  is  believed  to  be  the  true  issue  before  the 
House.  They  may  serve  to  amuse  and  instruct 
us  upon  other  points:  but  it  is  most  important 
that  we  consider  the  questions  upon  which  we 
have  to  decide. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Hahdin,) 
who  last  addressed  the  House,  expressed  his 
surprise  and  regret,  that  the  Committee  had  not 
decided  two  very  important  questions,  as  he  con 
ceived  them  to  be.  The  first  was,  whether  the 
Sheriff  could,  under  any  circumstances,  open  the 
polls  before  10  o'clock.  The  other  was,  whether 
the  certificate,  made  oat  by  the  three  Sheriffs, 
and  transmitted  to  this  House  by  the  Executive, 
or  copies  of  the  poll  books,  furnished  the  best 
evidence  of  the  number  of  votes  received  by  the 
candidates.  Now,  the  answer  to  all  this  is  easily 
given.  The  committee  did  not  feel  themselves 
called  upon  to  decide  either  of  the  points  named; 
because  they  arrived  at  a  final  termination  of  the 
whole  case,  without  such  decision.  Take  either 
the  poll  books,  or  the  certificate,  as  evidence  of 


the  number  of  votes  received,  and  Major  Moore 
has  a  majority.  Count  all  the  votes  taken  be- 
fore 10  o'clock,  at  Lancaster,  or  exclude  them; 
and  in  either  event,  ho  has  still  a  majority.  Al- 
though these  questions  were  presented  to  the 
committee,  as  a  great  many  points  are  presented 
in  argument  to  a  Court  or  jury,  by  counsel;  still, 
they  no  more  considered  themselves  obliged  to 
decide  upon  them,  than  the  Court  feels  bound  to 
adjudicate  upon  all  the  points  raised  by  the  advo- 
cates, during  the  trial.  They  find  one  or  two 
principal  points,  upon  which  the  whole  case 
turns,  and  decide  them;  leaving  the  others  for 
some  future  occasion,  when  necessity  may  re- 
quire a  solemn  judgment  upon  them. 

That  gentleman  presented  another  very  grave 
inquiry.  It  was — "what  is  a  day?"  As  the  con- 
stitution of  Kentucky  gives  a  day  to  the  electors 
for  exercising  their  right  of  suffrage,  he  contend- 
ed that  the  Legislature  could  not  limit  them  in  the 
exercise  of  the  right,  to  certain  hours  of  the  day. 
Any  such  attempt,  he  thinks,  would  be  unwar- 
ranted; any  such  law  would  be  unconstitutional. 
I  am  not  disposed  to  enter  the  arena  with  the 
gentleman,  to  discuss  so  serious  a  question.  If 
he  chooses  to  nullify  the  Jaw,  let  him  do  so.  If 
lie  determines  constitutional  questions  by  a  literal 
application  of  the  language  employed  in  the 
charter,  then,  his  criterion  is  different  from  the 
one  which  I  have  been  accustomed  to  regard  as 
the  truer  and  safer  rule.  To  carry  out  the  prin- 
ciple, would  involve  us  in  great  difficulties.  In 
almost  every  American  constitution,  there  is  a 
clause,  which  declares,  substantially,  that  justice 
shall  be  administered,  without  sale,  denial,  or  de- 
lay. Suppose  you  owe  me  a  sum  of  -aioney,  but 
fail  to  pay  it  on  the  day  the  debt  becomes  due. 
I  am  entitled  to  justice  without  delay.  It  is  a 
constitutional  right 

The  law  ought  to  provide,  according  to  the 
principles  of  the  gentleman,  for  an  immediate 
arrest,  trial,  judgment,  and  sale  of  property,  or 
person,  or  imprisonment  of  the  latter  at  least. 
There  must  be  no  security  taken  for  the  defen- 
dant's appearance  at  court — no  time  allowed  to 
prepare  for  trial — no  stay  of  execution.  These 
would  occasion  delay;  and  a  law,  allowing  the 
debtor  such  privileges,  would  be  unconstitu- 
tional !  Surely  the  gentleman  does  not  con- 
tend for  a  mode  of  interpretation,  that  would 
lead  to  such  extravagant  consequences?  I  ap- 
prehend, sir,  that  the  true  rule  is,  to  give  all 
these  clauses  a  reasonable  construction,-  one  that 
is  consistent  with  the  general  principles  and 
scope  of  the  instrument,  and  with  the  manifest 
intention  of  those  who  framed  it. 

Whilst  upon  this  subject,  I  will  take  occasion 
to  say,  that  to  my  mind,  there  is  a  striking  in- 
congruity in  the  doctrines  of  some  gentlemen. 
At  one  time  they  adhered  to  the  very  words  of 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  Kentucky.  They 
are  strict  constructionists  of  the  straightest  sect. 
For  example;  when  the  constitution  says,  that 
the  election  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday 
in  August,  and  the  law  says,  that  the  Sheriff 
shall  open  the  polls  by  10  o'clock,  and  keep  them 
open,  till  at  least  one  hour  before  sunset ;  why, 
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here  it  is  contended  that  the  voters  are  entitle  I  (  of  falling  into  fatal  mistakes  ?     Sir,  he  kindly 


to  the  whole  day,  from  midnight  of  the  previous 
evening,  until  midnight  of  the  first  Monday  in 
August ;  and  that  the  Sheriff"  may  open  the 
polls  immediately  after  midnight,  and  keep 
them  open  during  the  whole  twenty-four  hours. 
In  this  case,  we  must  "6tick  to  the  letter." 
But,  when  the  law  says,  that  all  votes  shall  be 
given  in  the  presence  of  the  Judges  and  Sheriff — 
then  we  must  turn  latitudinarians  of  the  ultra 
school.  In  this  case,  gentlemen  tell  us,  that 
the  law  does  not  mean  what  it  says,  at  all.  We 
must  give  it  a  liberal  construction.  The  Sheriff 
may  absent  himself  from  the  county  entirely; 
and  yet  the  votes,  given  in  his  absence,  will  be 
valid  in  law.  Perhaps  gentlemen  can  recon- 
cile these  two  modes  of  construction ,  as  con- 
sistent with  each  other;  but  I  confess  my  utter 
inability  to  do  so. 

Another  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Marshall)  has  told  us,  that  among  all  the  prece- 
dents referred  to,  no  case  can  be  found  where 
this  House  has,  under  circumstances  like  the 
present,  stricken  off' the  whole,  or  a  part  of  the 
votes  given  in  a  township,  parish,  or  precinct, 
on  account  of  the  illegal  manner  of  conducting 
the  election;  and  then  given  the  seat  to  a  can- 
didate, who  had  a  minority  of  votes,  by  retain- 
ing such  poll  book  ;  but,  a  majority,  by  its  re- 
jection. Without  stopping  now  to  say  how  far 
precedent  should  control  us,  in  deciding  a  case 
of  such  marked  peculiarities,  I  will  inquire  of 
the  gentleman ,  whether  this  House  has  not  by 
former  decisions  established  the  principle,  that 
such  poll  books  are  to  be  rejected;  that  where 
the  law  has  been  openly  violated  and  disregard- 
ed in  conducting  the  elect'on — the  votes  given 
shall  not  be  counted  in  the  final  addition  ?  That 
such  decisions  have  been  made,  and  such  a 
principle  established,  will  scarcely  be  denied. 
Well,  sir,  it  is  for  the  principle  we  contend; 
by  that  we  should  be  governed.  If  the  Consti- 
tution and  the  law,  as  well  as  the  former  judg- 
ments of  this  House,  demand  the  rejection  of 
these  votes,  we  are  not  to  inquire  for  the  con- 
sequences to  a  particular  individual;  whether 
it  will  put  him  in,  or  out  of  a  seat.  Apply  the 
principle  to  the  facts  of  the  case — let  it  cut  off* 
whomsoever  it  may . 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Clattos,) 
has  informed  us,  that  the  very  existence  of  re- 
presentative government  is  menaced  by  the  re- 
port of  the  committee;  and  that  he  firmly  be- 
lieves this  case  will  be  decided  wrong.  From 
what  premises  does  the  gentleman  draw  his 
conclusions  ?  How  has  he  ascertained  which 
side  is  right,  and  which  wrong  ?  How  has  he 
learned  which  of  these  candidates  has  a  majori- 
ty of  the  individual  votes  given  in  the  fifth  dis- 
trict? Has  he  made  a  thorough  purgation  of 
the  polls'  Has  he,  in  one  short  week,  the 
time  we  have  had  the  printed  documents  upon 
our  tables — examined  the  testimony,  and  deci- 
ded for  himself,  upon  all  the  questions  involved 
in  the  contest?  1  apprehend  he  will  not  say  he 
has!  If  the  gentleman  undertakes  to  pronounce 
one  side  right,  and  the  other  wrong,  without 
this  searching  examination,  is  he  not  in  danger 


admonished  the  House  against  allowing  party 
feelings  to  enter  into  the  decision  of  this  ques- 
tion; but  if  he  permits  himself  in  advance,  to 
pronounce  one  side  right,  and  the  other  wrong, 
is  he  not  in  danger  of  the  same  pernicious  influ- 
ence,  against  which    he    so  earnestly    warns 
others  ?    I  do  not  believe  that  honorable  gen- 
tlemen have  formed  their  opinions,  and  steeled 
their  understandings  against  all  argument  upon 
this  subject.     If  so,  it  would  be  in  vain  for  me 
to  stand  up   here,  and  submit  my  views,   for 
their  consideration.     I  might  as  well  attempt 
to  struggle  with  the  whirlwind.     No,  sir,  the 
gentlemenjare  mistaken,  with  regard  to  the  cha- 
racter of  our  report.    It  does  not,  nor  do  the 
principles  we  advocate,  menace  the  existence 
of  representative  government.    It   does  not, 
nor  do  we,  contend  for  the  doctrine,  that  a  mi- 
nority shall  govern  a  majority.     The  report  of 
the  committee  is  based  upon  the  broad  princi- 
ples of  inflexible  truth,  which,  sooner  or  later, 
will  bear  down   all  opposition.    Our  report  is 
shielded  and  sustained  by  the  laws  and  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  country.    It  embodies  princi- 
ples that  will  bear  the  test  of  human  scrutiny, 
apply  it  whensoever  and  wheresoever  you  may. 
Mr.  Speaker,  there  has  been   a  great  deal 
said,  in  the  course  of  this  discussion,  about  the 
inalienable  rights  of  voters,  and  the  inherent  right 
of  suffrage.     These  rights  are  neither  inherent, 
nor  are  they  inalienable,  as  was  most  conclusive- 
ly shown  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
Jones,)  who  is  a  member  of  the  comm'ttee.  An 
inherent  right  of  suffrage  does  not  exist;  it  ne- 
ver did  exist.    And  I  am  surprised  to  hear  gen- 
tlemen of  great  ability,  who  have  been  long  in 
public  life,  talk  of  an  inherent  right  to  vote. 
They  have  not  considered  this  subject   with 
their  usual  care,  or  they  would  not  indulge  in 
the  use  of  such  terms,  nor  would  they  attempt 
to  derive  arguments  from  a  proposition  so  whol- 
ly untenable.     The  right  of  suffrage  is  not  in- 
herent.   It  is  derived  from  the  social  compact, 
and  did  not  exist  anterior  to  it.    It  is  not  inali- 
enable, for  it  may  be  forfeited  by  those  who 
possess  it,  in  various  modes,  pointed  out  in  the 
institutions  of  the  several  States  of  this  Union. 
What  is  the  rightjof  suffrage?    It  is  a  right 
which  I  have  to  bind  j  ou.    I  elect  an  individ- 
ual whose  acts  are  obligatory  upon  you,  within 
the  sphere  assigned  him,  no  matter  whether  he 
is  your  choice  or  not.    Do  I  possess  this  right  in 
a  state  of  nature,  independently  of  the  organic 
laws  under  which  we  live?     Certainly  not.     If 
the  right  were  inherent,  all  men  would  possess 
it.     Aliens,  females,  and  minors  would  possess 
it;  negroes  and   mulattoes  would  also  claim  it. 
But   we  all  know  that  such  is  not  the  fact. 
Certain  classes  of  society  are  every  where  ex- 
cluded, by  the  Constitution  and  laws.    By  the 
way,  sir,  while  upon  this  point,  I  will  take  occa- 
sion to  avow  the  opinion,  that  a  certain  portion 
of  the   ladies  ought  to  be  allowed  this  right. 
Man,  however,  being  the  "  stronger  vessel," 
possessing  the  power,  physical  and  numerical, 
has  deprived  them  of  the  privilege  in  every 
State  ofthe  Union. 
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In  a  state  of  nature,  every  roan  is  a  sovereign. 
He  is  the  sole  regulater  of  his  own  actions.  No 
man  can  bind  him:  no  one  has  a  right  to  inter- 
fere with  him.  But  when  he  enters  into  socie- 
ty, he  surrenders  a  portion  of  his  natural  rights, 
and  submits  himself,  in  a  certain  degree  to  the 
control  of  others.  The  manner  in  which  such 
control  must  be  exercised,  is  pointed  out  with 
precision,  in  the  Constitution  and  the  laws;  and 
to  be  effective,  it  must  conform  in  every  impor- 
ant  particular,  to  the  rules  which  are  thus  prc- 
cribed.  If  you  attempt  to  exercise  it  in  any 
other  mode,  your  acts  are  void  and  impose  no  ob 
ligations  whatever.  This  proposition  is  perfect- 
ly indisputable:  it  is  as  true  as  Revelation  it 
self. 

One  gentleman  (Mr.  Marshall)  has  inform- 
ed us,  that  it  is-  sufficient  upon  the  present  oc- 
casion, to  advert  to  the  constitution  of  Ken- 
tucky; that  it  alone  furnishes  a  sufficient  rule  to 
guide  this  house  in  its  determination.  No  pro- 
position, in  my  opinion,  could  be  more  errone- 
ous. We  must  first  turn  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  we  may  then  examine  the 
constitution  of  Kentucky;  and,  lastly,  explore 
the  laws  of  that  commonwealth.  From  these 
three  sources  we  can  obtain  the  rules,  by  which 
we  should  be  governed.  By  the  first,  we  are 
empowered  to  judge  of  the  elections  and  qual- 


men  to  say,  in  reply  to  the  aole  argument  of 
my  friend  from  Georgia,  who  made  this  report, 
that  he  is  adhering  to  the  letter  of  the  law,  and 
disregarding  its  spirit;  that  this  is  an  age  of 
"liberal  principles."  Sir,  these  principles  are 
truly  liberal!  They  lead  to  the  overthrow  of 
all  order  of  government  Instead  of  a  govern- 
ment  of  laws,  which  is  the  pride  and  the  boast 
•f  every  American,  they  offer  us  the  most  wild 
and  lawless  anarchy.  They  would  prostrate 
the  valued  and  established  institutio  n3  of  the 
country,  and  transform  our  whole  system  into  a 
■  Mobocract.'' 

In  this  contest  two  things  are  admitted,  on 
all  hands.  There  is  no  difference  of  opinion, 
with  regard  to  them.  The  majority  and  mi- 
nority arrive  at  the  same  conclusion;  and 
in  that  conclusion,  all  the  gentlemen  who 
have  addressed  the  house,  concur  without  hes- 
itation. The  first  is,  that  there  has  been  an 
election;  and  the  second,  that  a  part  of  the 
votes  given  are  to  be  stricken  from  the  polls. 
Upon  these  two  points  we  all  agree.  But  when 
we  come  to  judge  of  the  particular  votes  to  be 
rejected  then  we  disagree.  And  in  determin- 
ing the  various  points  which  arise,  it  has  been 
well  remarked  by  a  gentlemen  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  Hardin,)  that  this  is  a  case  sui  generis, 
that  it  ought  to  be  decided  by  the  constitution 


ifications  of  our  own  members.  By  the  second  and  laws  of  Kentucky,  an  the  practice  under 
and  third,  the  qualifications  of  voters,  and  the  them,  and  not  by  precedent.  If  to  these  he 
time,  place,  and  manner  of  holding  election  are  had  addedjthe  Constitution  ofthe  United  Stales, 
particularly  pointed  out.  Under  the  cons' itution  I  should  have  been  satisfied  with  the  rule  he 
of  Kentucky,  alone,  no  election  could  be  held,  proposed. 

The  gentleman  stated  a  case,  in  which  he  sup-  Notwithstanding  the  merits  ofthe  whole  con- 
posed  the  people  of  a  district  to  meet,  and  in  troversy  and  properly  before  the  House,  yet 
some  way  to  man-fest  their  choice  (without  any  the  votes  mere  immediately  under  considera- 
law)  for  a  particular  person,  and  a  representa-  tion,  are  those  given  at  Lancaster,  in  the  coun- 
tive  in  this  body;  that  individual  arrives  here  ty  of  Garrard,  whilst  Moses  V.  Grant,  Esq.,  was 
with  proof,  by  affidavits,  or  otherwise,  or  such  presiding  as  judge  on  Monday  morning,  and 
choice,  and  demands  his  seat— and  the  gentle- j  the  votes  given  at  the  same  place  on  Tuesday, 
man  declares  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  we  would  |  in  the  absence  'of  the  sheriff.    Here  I  must  be 


yield  to  the  demand.  But  suppose  that  one 
half,  one- third,  or  even  a  less  number  of  voters 
in  that  district  should  remonstrate  against  his 
right  to  a  place  here'  Would  this  House  dis- 
regard their  complaint?  I  tell  the  gentleman, 
that  under  no  circumstances,  as  I  conceive, 
could  such  a  title  be  recognized  here.  Sir, 
the  Constitution  ofthe  United  States  pretends 
an  unsuperable  objection  to  it  It  declares 
(Art.  1st  Sec.  4th)  that  "the  times,  places, 
and  manner,  of  holding  elections  for  Senators 
and  Representatives  shall  be  prescribed  in  each 
State  by  the  Legislature  thereof. ,"  This  constitu- 
tion is  the  paramount  law  of  the  land,  and  no 
valid  election  can  be  held  until  the  State  Le- 
gislature has  pr(  scribed  the  rules  by  which  it 
is  to  be  governed.  True,  Congress  have  pow- 
er to  alter  these  rules;  but  it  must  be  done  by 
law.  This  House  cannot  doit.  And  until  a 
law  is  passed  by  Congress  upon  the  subject,  the 
law  of  the  State  must  prevail.  It  is  in  vain  to 
insist  that  if  the  officers  appointed  by  the  con- 
stituted authorities  refuse  to  serve,  any  unau 
thorized  person  may  take  their  places;  that  if 
the  law  requires  thirty  days  notice,  two  days 
would  be  sufficient.    It  is  in  vain  for  gentle 


allowed  to  notice  a  position  advanced  in  the 
minority  report,  and  in  the  arguments  of  seve- 
ral gentlemen,  who  have  discussed  this  subject 
It  is  said  that  the  majority  of  the  committee  ad- 
mit that  the  votes  given  on  Monday  morning, 
before  ten  o'clock,  would  have  been  good,  if 
Mr.  Grant  had  remained  upon  the  bench 
throughout  the  election.  Now,  sir,  the  report 
of  the  committee  contains  no  such  admission, 
nor  have  I  heard  a  single  member  of  the  com- 
mittee advocate  that  doctrine.  In  the  report, 
it  is,  in  so  many  words,  left  undecideJ.  It  is 
remarked  that  the  committee  might  not  have  re- 
jected the  votes,  if  Grant  had  continued  to  act, 
thus  leaving  it  wholly  undermined.  For  my 
own  part,  I  expressly  disclaim  having  made  any 
suchadmiss'on. 

With  respect  to  the  legality  of  the  votes  ta- 
ken on  Monday  morning,  it  has  been  repeated- 
ly asserted,  that  the  true  question  is,  has  a  She- 
riff the  right  to  open  the  polls  before  ten  o'clock? 
Upon  this  hinge,  it  is  insisted,  the  whole  case 
turns.  In  this  matter,  I  am  compelled  to  dis- 
sent, altogether  from  the  gentleman.  Wheth- 
er a  Sheriff  could,  or  could  not,  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  all  the  officers  appointed  by  the 
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county  court,  being  present,  proceed  to  open 
the  poll's  before  ten  o'clock,  is  not  the  true  is- 
sue. In  fact,  it  has  little  or  nothing  to  do  with 
the  point  under  consideration.  The  true  issue 
is,  can  a  Sheriff,  before  ten  o'clock,  which  is 
the  usual  hour  of  opening  the  polls  throughout 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  declare  the  office  of  a 
judge  vacant,  and  appoint  whom  he  pleases  to 
fill  the  vacancy,  when  the  judge  himself  is  on 
his  way  to  the  place  of  holding  the  election — is 
in  sight  of  the  town,  if  you  please — and  actually 
arrives  there  before  ten  o'clock?  Or,  in  other 
•words,  can  the  Sheriff  create  a  vacancy ,  by  his 
own  arbitrary  will,  where  there  is  none,  either 
in  fact  or  in  law,  and  thereby  thrust  from  the 
bench  the  judge  appointed  by  the  court,  filling 
the  place  with  an  individual  of  his  own  selec- 
tion? Can  this  judge  occupy  the  seat  for  an 
hour,  until  the  usual  time  of  opening  the  polls, 
and  then  give  place  to  the  true  judge?  and 
shall  the  acts  of  the  former  be  deemed  legal, 
and  receive  our  approbation?  The  constitution 
says,  that  the  election  shall  be  held  on  the  first 
Monday  in  August;  the  law  provides  that  the 
county  court  shall  appoint  two  judges,  and  a 
clerk  of  the  election,  and  that  the  Sheriff  shall 
open  the  polls  by  ten  o'clock.  If  the  judges  or 
clerk  do  not  attend,  the  Sheriff  is  required  to 
fill  the  vacancy.  They  are  to  each  take  an 
oath  of  office,  and  to  attend  to  receiving  the  votes, 
until  the  election  is  completed,  and  a  fair  state- 
ment made  of  the  whole  amount  thereof.  The 
practice,  under  this  law  in  Garrard,  is  proven 
to  be,  to  open  the  polls  at  10  o'clock,  and  this 
construction,  it  is  believed,  has  been  given  to 
the  law  throughout  the  whole  State .  But  as 
the  phrase  "  by  ten  o'clock"  is  used,  the  gentle- 
men contend  that  the  sheriff  may  open  the 
polls  at  any  time  between  midnight  and  that 
hour.  Here  they  are  strict  constructionists. 
They  would  hold  us  to  the  very  letter  itself. 
Upon  another  branch  of  the  subject,  we  were 
told  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Banks)  that  the  powers  of  the  Sheriff  must 
not  be  enlarged  "  by  construction." 

Let  ua  apply  that  principle  here.  Let  us  look 
a  little  to  the  consequences  that  flow  legitimate- 
from  the  argument.  It  will  not  be  denied,  that  the 
law,  in  requiring  the  county  court  to  select  two 
of  their  own  body  to  act  as  judges  of  the  elec- 
tion, intended,  that  under  all  ordinary  circum- 
stances, the  judges  who  presided  should  be  in- 
dividuals selected  by  that  respectable  body  of 
men;  and  that  it  was  only  in  the  event  of  certain 
contingencies,  that  the  sheriff  should  be  permit- 
ted to  select  either  judges  or  clerk.  The  prac- 
tice, under  the  law,  has  been  in  entire  conformi- 
ty to  this  supposition.  But  if  as  gentlemen  con- 
tend, the  sheriff  can,  at  any  hour  before  ten, 
open  the  polls,  and  fill  all  the  vacancies  that  ex- 
ist at  the  time  of  opening  them;  and  if  the  mere 
fact  of  the  judges  and  clerk  not  being  present 
at  the  moment,  constitutes  a  vacancy,  then,  is 
the  whole  object  of  the  law  defeated.  The  sher- 
iff may,  at  every  election,  supersede  the  officers 
appointed  by  the  court,  by  his  own  friends,  or 
the  friends  and  creatures  of  one  of  the  candi- 
dates.   He  can  attend  at  any  moment  after  mid- 


night— open  the  polls,  and  having  the  persons 
he  wishes  on  the  spot,  proceed  to  fill  all  the  offi- 
ces! It  is  said  they  may  resign.  True.  But 
suppose  they  do  not  choose  to  resign,  as  they 
would  not  in  party  times,  or  when  a  particular 
object  was  to  be  accomplished  by  their  appoint- 
ment. The  judges  and  clerk  appointed  in  pur- 
suance of  the  law,  might  attend  at  the  usual 
hour,  and  demand  their  seats;  but  it  would  be 
mere  mockery  to  do  so.  The  individuals  select- 
ed by  the  sheriff,  and  who  probably  would  never 
have  been  chosen  for  any  purpose  by  the  court, 
will  remain  upon  the  bench,  and  control  and 
manage  the  people  of  the  county,  in  open  defi- 
ance of  their  will,  and  of  the  plain  and  palpable 
meaning  of  the  law.  Sir,  this  doctrine  consti-. 
tutes  the  sheriff  of  the  county  a  monarch !  It 
clothes  him  with  the  most  alarming  powers — 
powers  that  were  never  designed  to  be  given 
him — and  which  can  only  be  claimed  by  a  most 
labored  and  farfetched  construction  of  the  law. 
When  gentlemen  talk  of  absurd  consequences, 
resulting  from  the  construction  which  the  com- 
mittee have  given  to  the  statute,  it  woulu  be 
well  for  them  to  follow  out  the  consequences  of 
their  own*  principles. 

For  what  do  we  contend  ?  Why,  that  as  ten 
o'clock  is  the  usual  hour  of  opening  the  polls — 
the  only  time  named  in  the  law — and  as  the 
court  have  the  power  to  appoint  the  judges  and 
clerk,  and  the  sheriff  only  a  power  to  fill  vacan- 
cies. The  manifest  intention  of  all  this,  that  the 
sheriff  shall  wait  until  ten  before  he  declares  the 
offices  vacant,  and  proceeds  to  fill  them  by  new 
appointments.  This  is  no  labored  construction. 
It  is  a  fair,  a  reasonable  construction.  It  estab- 
lishes a  safe  rule,  that  will  protect  the  rights  of 
all  concerned.  It  gives  effect  to  all  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law,  and  so  construes  the  various 
clauses,  so  that  the  whole  statute  may  stand  un- 
impaired. 

It  is  amusing,  sir,  to  hear  the  gentlemen  who 
call  this  a  labored  construction,  and  who  insist 
so  strenuously  upon  our  adherence  to  the  lan- 
guage— to  the  plain  letter  of  the  law,  in  this  in- 
stance, when  they  arrive  at  another  point,  and 
attempt  to  show  that  the  presence  of  the  sher- 
iff is  not  necessary  during  the  progress  of  the 
election.  They  admit  that  the  law  says  the 
votes  shall  be  given  in  the  presence  of  the  judges 
and  the  sheriff,  and  yet  contend  that  the  sheriff 
need  not  be  present — that  he  may  leave  the 
town  and  call  some  one  of  the  neighbors  to  cry 
the  votes  and  discharge  the  various  duties  of  the 
presiding  officer.  He  may  ride  through  the  coun- 
ty electioneering  for  one  of  the  candidates,  or 
employ  himself  in  any  manner  he  pleases — and 
yet,  all  that  is  done  in  his  absence  is  valid  and 
deserves  our  unqualified  sanction.  So  bold 
did  this  position  appear  to  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  HAnDix)  who  last  addressed  the 
House,  that  he  endeavored  to  avoid  it  by  a  more 
circuitous  route.  He  contended  that  Mr.  Spill- 
man,  who  cried  votes  in  the  absence  of  the 
Sheriff,  was  a  deputy,  and  his  acts  were  there- 
fore legal. 

Let  us  examine  this  ground.     How  was  he 
appointed  a  deputy?  Had  he  a  warrantor  cer- 
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tificate  of  appointment ?  None,  whatever.  Was 
he  sworn?  Not  at  all;  yet  the  la* requires  that 
he  should  be.  Was  he  requested  to  do  an  of- 
ficial act?  No.  The  gentleman  informs  us,  that 
the  law  does  not  require  votes  to  be  cried;  that 
it  is  only  a  practice  that  has  grown  up  in  the 
State.  The  only  act  which  the  sheriff  asked 
Spillman  to  perform,  was,  to  cry  the  votes. 
Yet  the  gentleman  says  that  he  was  a  deputy. 
No  certificate,  no  oath,  not  even  required  to  do 
an  official  act;  and  yet  a  deputy  sheriff  of  Gar- 
rard county!  Sir,  the  gentleman  complained  of 
the  "sophistical  reasoning"  of  those  who  differ- 
ed with  him  in  opinion;  but  if  this  be  sound 
reasoning,  then  I  confess  that  all  the  rules 
which  I  have  been  taught,  for  the  purpose  of 
distinguishing  true  from  false  reasoning,  are 
utterly  delusive  and  erroneous. 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  but  one  safe  ground  to 
occupy,  in  relation  to  this  whole  subject.  The 
constitution,  and  laws  of  society,  have  prescri- 
bed certain  rules,  by  which  elections  shall  be 
conducted.  To  these  we  must  look,  in  every 
contest:  by  these  we  must  abide,  in  all  our 
decisions.  An  election  which  has  not  been 
held  in  accordance  with  them,  is  absolutely 
void. 

What  is  the  object  of  these  rules?  Is  it  not 
to  secure  to  us  a  good  Government?  to  give 
order,  stability,  and  security,  to  the  body  po- 
litic? It  is,  sir.  Those  who  framed  them,  in- 
tended to  protect  us,  equally,  from  the  iron 
tyranny  of  a  despot,  and  from  the  uncertain, 
capricious  sway  of  an  uncontrollable  mob. — 
This  can  never  be  accomplished,  but  by  ad- 
hering to  the  rules,  as  they  have  been  estab- 
lished. Yet  gentlemen  contend  that  the  peo* 
pie  are  not  bound  to  know  the  rules;  they  are 
not  required  to  know  the  law!  Is  not  tnis  a 
strange  doctrine  to  be  advocated  by  legal  gen- 
tlemen; to  be  advocated  by  lawyers  of  long 
practice,  and  of  high  eminence  in  their  pro- 
fession? Sir,  one  of  the  first* lessons  taught  in 
the  legal  science — one  of  the  fundamental 
principles  upon  which  all  judicial  proceedings 
are  predicated,  is,  that  every  man  is  bound  to 
know  the  law.  What  would  be  thought  of  an 
individual,  arraigned  in  court  for  an  offence, 
who  would  plead  that  he  did  not  know  the  law, 
and  was  not  bound  to  know  it  ?  W  hat  would  be 
said  to  a  party,  in  a  civil  case,  who  would  at- 
tempt to  set  up  such  a  defence?  They  would 
both  be  silenced  by  the  court;  and  that,  too, 
with  the  approbation  of  every  lawyer  in  the 
country. 

Again,  we  are  told,  that  we  ought  to  decide 
this  question  upon  principles  of  equity;  that  we 
mu-t  not  be  technical,  but  must  be  guided  b> 
the  justice  of  the  case.  I  have,  more  than 
once,  heard  very  much  su.di  arguments  in 
Court.  An  advocate,  finding  all  tiie  principles 
of  law  against  him,  appeals  to  what  he  culls 
equity  and  justice.  He  implores. ihe  court  an.i 
jury  to  remember,  that  it  is  a  hard  case,  and 
that  it  is  their  duly  to  do  what  is  right,  be- 
tween the  parties.  Do  we  not  all  know,  to 
what  this  argument  leads?  It  has  been  welj 
remarked  by  an  eminent  writer,  that  if  even  a 


court  of  equity  should  disregard  certain  gene- 
ral rules  and  principles,  teat  all  our  rights  would 
depend  upon  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  court; 
upon  the  notions  entertained  by  the  judge  of 
what  was  right  and  what  was  wrong.  One 
judge  would  decide  a  cause  one  way,  and  ano- 
ther would  decide  a  similar  cause  differently. 
We  should  have  no  rule  but  the  dictates  of  fie 
chancellor's  conscience,  or  the  length  of  his 
foot!  The  laws  furnish  a  certain  criterion  by 
which  all  our  rights  can  be  determined.  Disre- 
gard these,  and  you  set  up  in  their  place,  the 
opinions,  notions,  and  feelings  of  the  court  and 
jury,  in  every  case  that  comes  before  them. 
Are  gentlemen  prepared  for  this?  Are  they 
willing  to  set  aside  the  election  laws  of  the 
States,  and  be  governed  by  the  opinions  of  the 
honorable  members  of  this  House?  For  my 
part,  I  can  never  sanction  such  a  state  of  thingsi 
nor  can  I  countenance  principles  that  must  in- 
evitably lead  to  such  a  revolution.  In  the  lan- 
guage of  thePittsburgh,memorial,read  here  the 
other  day,  I  go  "for  the  supremacy  of  the  laws 
and  Constitution  of  my  country." 

Nearly  allied  to  the  argument  which  I  have 
just  considered,  is  another  equally  fallacious, 
when  applied  to  this  election.  The  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Banks,)  insists  that 
Grant  was  acting  under  color  of  authority,  and 
that  his  acts  were  therefore  good;  that  he  sat  in 
the  place  of  a  judge,-  that  he  had  all  the  emblems 
of  authority  about  him,  and  the  people  were  not 
bound  to  inquire  whether  he  was  legally  autho- 
rized to  receive  votes  or  not  Apply  this  doc- 
trine to  the  practical  concerns  of  life.  Suppose 
a  person  comes  to  your  house  claiming  to  be  the 
tax  gatherer  of  your  county.  He  has  a  book 
containing  the  names  of  yourself  and  neighbors, 
with  an  amount  of  chattel  and  land  tax  against 
each  one.  He  is  a  decent  gentlemanly  looking 
personage,  and  you  have  no  reasen  to  doubt  his 
being  fully  authorized  to  receive  your  taxes. — 
You  pay  him  and  take  his  receipt.  But,  to  your 
utter  astonishment,  on  the  next  day  the  proper 
officer,  appointed  by  tho  government  to  collect 
the  revenue,  appears  at  your  door  and  demands 
the  payment  of  your  quota  of  the  public  levy! — 
Will  your  receipt  protect  you?  Will  it  do  to 
talk  about  the  stranger's  having  the  color  of  au- 
thority or  of  office?  Why  we  all  know  it  would 
not.  "  Suppose  again,  that  there  is  a  judgment 
against  you  in  court  for  a  sum  of  money.  An 
individual  professing  to  be  a  sheriff  or  deputy 
sheriff,  but  who  is  not  so,  calls  upon  you  and 
demands  payment  of  the  amount.  You  dM 
charge  the  debt  and  take  a  receipt;  will  it  pro- 
tect you  when  the  true  officer  appears?  ^ir,  it 
would  be  worse  than  idle  to  talk  to  him  about 
the  color  of  office  or  authority.  The  money 
would  have  to  be  paid  again. 

The   answer   to  all   that  has  been  advanced 
upon   this  point,  is,  that  there  is  a  wide  differ- 
ence between  acts  that  arc  void,  and  those  tlr 
are   onlv   voidable.     Every   lawyer  is  aware 
this.     When  a  man  undertakes  to  disclwrge  f 
duties   of  a  public   officer,  by  virtue  of  an  ap 
pointment,  or   authority,  that  is  merely  defec 
tive.  or  informal  in  some  particular,  but  whic 
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has  been  conferred  by  the  propTr  tribunal  thm 

■nent,  which  »n0,m;rSever  "S0"'' 
form.ty  tolaw-vhichU  deSe  ;„?.,• 
here  ,„aivi<talIs  mightbe     *£*«  m^  form 

*- r«e„SC„ehe™  S3  r^r  'ribUnal 

If  iff  J"°P,°SIV™  »e  «e  constantly  referred 

ermftnSt  '  !mrrtant  Racier,  we  „e 

erpetually  reminded.    It  seems  r*™,i 

"ments  of  honorable  memben ,'t 1       "" 

-  urg-eu  to  concede  the  nnin,    «ritK      j 
For  one,  sir,  I  beg-  to  be  excused      tu 
J  .gentleman   (Mr.  MAH^i.r^nf         ,     ' 

rivilege  whateve  .  wt^f,5  *  C-0nfeM 
tsreaiiitW    tk  vvnat  do  these  mstru- 

K"  voTeeybunt°ttS0n,y  d6fine  Particu- 
'  not   onTydePc]areS     manner  ^voting-. 

are  equaUyTredsefn^r?  ***  "?*  ^ 
fe  /A«  totes  iPSr  itS  wAo  **«" 
N  and».cB*£r  We t  K  be  Kboth 
koa  without  some  trYbL^^,?^- 

it..evoteS)thanWecanwithoutSoreV:rSon 
H  •-  votes,  winch  the  few  requires^  be 
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SnrCf^'U^»'tb-'K    DoeT„« 
the  truth  of  tin  proposition  strike  everv  mhS 

DoSn,?K.  eCt'°n'  a  parl  of  the  community  ap- 
point public  agents,  or  servants,  whose  act!  am 
obligatory  upon  all.  Yes,  sir,  I  repeat  it  thlt 
appointpubhc  servants,  foVdeoJoeXaV^tT 
republicans  as  we  may  professto  h     Qr  ^ 

*weiten:ib^d^tif5,38refPoT 
sib  e  to  them,  for  all  our  conduct.     But  the  act, 

upneaUS:lZe  "S  °nd  °USktn0t>  *  *  ™£Z 
*jjon  au,  unless  made  according  tn  lnw       a        s 

obvious  truism  could  s^t^tZZ 
the  human  understanding      Yv*  th /      entea  to, 

when  r  ho  1/  C0'lfeS3'  sir'  that  *  am  startled 

d  ally  as  I  r    C°ndemn  h,m>  as  free'v  Jw! 

uiauy   as  t   now   SUDDort   him        Tkn  i 

from  Kentuckv  f Mr    £  *  ?  gentleman 

rinl  tLt  Siodght  ^ ^°re  than  one  electioJS 
one^nd  p?e  nt'atathVhf7  ^  be  absent  fr™ 
sary  for  th sheriff ■  r  S'  ?  W°U'd  be  rte<** 

durino   tur     ,   Iff  t0  aPP°lnt  officers  to  serve 

doe  U.taizfSS  SUPP°Se  thi9  t0  beso! 
not     p'XJ    e  °rlants  aPPO>ntment?     Clearly 

octrS  ' andTe  Te&TZ  ^  ^  ^ 
when  the  law  declares  ^Ittl^  V  ten  °'C,0ck: 
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certificate  at  all,  of  what  was  done  during  the 
time  he  officiated.  Mr.  Wheeler,  who  succeed- 
ed him,  could  not  certify  to  what  was  done,  be- 
fore he  came  to  town;  and  so  far  as  his  certifi- 
cate purports  to  cover  Grant's  doings,  it  is  a  nul- 
lity. If,  therefore,  the  sheriff"  could  appoint  a 
judge  to  preside  during  one  election  in  the  year, 
it  by  no  means  follows,  that  he  can  appoint  one 
to  officiate  for  an  hour  or  two;  and  then  absent 
himself  without  leaving  behind  him  the  slightest 
traces  of  his  official  existence 


unless  the  individnal  is  known  to  him,  or  to  one 
of  the  judges,  an  oath  is  administered  by  the 
clerk  as  to  his  right  of  voting.  If  the  judges 
are  divided  in  opinion,  the  sheriff*  gives  the  cast- 
ing voice,  and  settles  the  right  of  the  voter. 

When  the  vote  is  given,  he  cries  it;  when  the 
election  is  over,  he  closes  the  polls,  takes 
charge  of  the  poll  books,  and  carries  them  to 
the  place  of  meeting  ;  where  all  the  sheriffs  in 
the  district  convene,  to  compare  and  add  the 
whole  number  of  votes,  and  give  a  certificate  to 


We   have  heard,   sir,    that   Mr.    Grant  was  the  candidate  elected.    In  addition  to  this,  the 


sworn  as  a  judge.  By  reference  to  the  depo- 
sitions, it  will  be  seen  that  this  is  very  doubt- 
ful. The  sheriff*  testifies  that  he  believes  Mr. 
Grant  was  sworn,  and  that  H .  McKee,  Esq .  ad- 
ministered the  oath.  But  in  another  part  of  his 
deposition  he  states  that  he  appointed  Grant, 
because  there  was  no  other  justice  in  town. — 
How  then  could  Esquire  McKee  be  there  to 
swear  the  persons  appointed?  It  is  extremely 
probable  that  the  sheriff*  is  mistaken,  and  that 
they  were  not  sworn  at  all. 

Somewhat  akin  to  this  is  another  argument 
of  a  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Hardin,) 
who,  in  order  to  connect  and  legalize  the  acts 


law  expressly  requires,  that  the  votes  shall  be 
given  t'n  the  presence  of  the  Judges  akd  the 
Sheriff.  One  would  suppose  that  language 
could  not  well  be  made  plainer,  and  that  there 
could  be  but  one  opinion  about  the  true  con- 
struction of  this  law.  Yet,  strange  to  tell,  our 
opinions  differ  as  widely  as  the  poles.  The 
sime  gentlemen  who  are  for  conferring  such 
alarming  powers  upon  this  officer,  with  regard 
to  opening  the  polls,  filling  vacancies,  &c. 
would  have  us  believe,  upon  this  branch  of  the 
subject,  that  his  powers  and  duties  are  almost 
nominal.  They  inform  us  that  he  merely  keeps 
order,  that  he  only  cries  votes  by  custom,  that 


of  Grant  and  Wheeler,   contended  that  Grant  he  gives  all  the  information  to  the  judges  which 
resigned  at  ten  o'clock!     Yes,  sir, the  sheriff  ap-  he  can,  and  has  no  voice,  except  as  a  witness,  in 


pointed  Grant  at  nine  o'clock,  to  fill  the  vacan 
cy  occasioned  by  the  absence  of  Wheeler; 
Grant  took  his  reat;  he  had  no  written  appoint- 
ment; there  is  no  record  or  entry  made  of  it; 
it  is  uncertain  whether  he  was  even  sworn.  He 
remains  at  the  bench  till  ten,  die  usual  hour  of 
opening  the  polls,  when  Mr.  Wheeler  arrives 
and  takes  Grant's  place;  or,  according  to  the 
gentleman,  Grant  "resigns,''  and,  I  suppose* 
Wheeler  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  oc- 
casioned by  Grant's  resignation.  No  entry  is 
made  of  the  resignation;  none  of  the  new  ap- 
pointment of  Wheeler.  Yet  we  are  told  that 
this  is  all  legal;  and  that  too,  by  an  honorable 
member  who  charges  others  with  resorting  to 
"sophistical"  reasoning  and  "cob-web  techni- 
calities." Such  arguments  as  these  may  be  very 
cogent  and  conclusive.  To  me,  however,they 
appear  but  bubbles,  floating  upon  the  surface  of 
the  stream.  Gilded  by  the  sunbeams,  they  re 
fleet  ;J1  the  gaudy  coloring  of  the  rainbow; 
touched  by  the  spear  of  truth,  they  burst  with- 
out ether  noise  or  resistance. 

Having  shown,  I  trust,  that  the  votes  taken  on 
Monday  before  ten  o'clock,  whilst  Moses  Grant 
acted  as  judge,  were  not  received  according  to 
law;  that  the  whole  procedure  was  illegal  and 
void;  and  that  the  votes  so  taken  must  be  re 
jected,  I  shall  now  ask  the  attention  of  the 
House,  whilst  I  submit  a  few  observations  rela- 
tive to  the  votes  taken  in  the  absence  of  the 
sheiiff  on  Tuesday.  Th*.se,  I  am  satisfied,  arc 
illegal  abo,  and  ought  not  to  be  coun'ed,  in  de- 
ciding upon  the  claims  of  the  candidates. 

The  sheriff  in  Kentucky  possesses  very  im- 
portant power*  with  respect  to  the  elections; 
but  they  are  not  quite  so  extensive  as  the  gen 
tleman  has  supposed.  Me  is  required  by  law 
to  open  the  polls;  he  presides  and  keeps  order; 
he  scrutinizes  the  qualifications  of  the  electors; 


controlling  the  rights  of  the  electors  !  In  at- 
tempting to  explain  away  the  law,  and  make  it 
wholly  inoperative,  so  far  as  it  requires  the  sheriff 
to  be  present  when  the  votes  are  given,  the  gen- 
tlemen have  insisted,  that  he  is  not  a  judge  of 
the  election  ;  that  he  does  not  decide  upon  the 
rights  of  the  voters,  (although  the  proof  is  ex- 
actly the  reverse  in  this  case,)  and  that,  the  e- 
fore,  his  absence  is  an  immaterial  circumstance. 
To  establish  this  position,  much  stress  has 
been  laid  upon  the  fact,  that  the  judges  selected 
by  the  county  court  are  compelled  to  take  an 
oath  of  office,  as  judges  *f  the  election;  but  the 
sheriff'  is  not.  They  are  justices  of  the  peace, 
selected  from  among  the  members  of  the  county 
court  ;  they  have,  of  course,  taken  an  oath  of 
office,  before  they  are  called  upon  to  act  as 
judges  of  the  election.  Yet,  the  law  requires 
them  to  be  sworn  again.  So  of  the  sheriff;  he 
is  a  high  officer,  well  known  to  the  law.  He, 
too,  has  taken  an  oath  of  office.  But  when  he 
is  called  upon  to  preside  at  an  election,  he  is 
not  required  to  be  sworn  as  a  judge.  Here  the 
honorable  gentlemen  seemed  to  contratulate 
themselves  upon  the  discovery  of  what  thev  are 
pleased  to  call  "a  marked  distinction''  between 
the  sheriff'  and  the  judges.  They  pause  at  this 
po  nt,  and  inquire,  exultingly,  why  this  "mark- 
ed distinction"  between  the  provi  ions  of  the 
law  relating  to  these  respective  officers,  if  it 
were  intended  that  he  should  perform,  in  any  re- 
spect, the  functions  of  a  judge  *  Here,  they 
appear  to  think  that  the  committee  is  complete- 
ly hemmed  up,  without  the  possibility  of  escape. 
It  is  strange,  how  we  often  delude  ourselves 
and  others,  by  looking  only  at  one  side  of  a 
question,  or  by  deciding  upon  it  without  taking 
time  for  reflection.  The  difficulty  which  gen- 
tlemen have  conjured  up,  is  readily  removed. 
It  is  a  problem  that  may  be  solved  with  the  utmost 
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facility.  I  will  tell  the  honorable  members  why 
this  distinction  is  made.  The  sheriff  holds  his 
office  for  two  years;  it  a  part  of  his  official  duty  to 
preside  at  every  election  which  is  held  in  the 
county  during  that  period.  Hence,  when  he 
takes  an  oath  of  office,  the  obligation  to  preside 
at  elections  is  included  in  the  oatli  ;  just  as 
much  so  as  any  part  of  his  official  duty.  Nothing 
is  clearer  than  this. 

But  it  is  not  so  with  the  justices.  A  man  may 
be  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  fifty  years,  and  never 
act  as  a  judge  of  the  election.  The  County 
Court  is  composed  of  all  the  justices  in  the  coun- 
ty, and  meets  monthly.  At  their  annual  meeting, 
preceding  the  August  election,  they  are  to  select 
two  members  from  their  own  body,  to  act  as 
judges  at  the  election.  They  may  select  the 
same  two  persons,  year  after  year,  if  they  choose, 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Where  there  are 
from  twenty  to  a  hundred  justices  in  the  county, 
many  of  them  may  never  act  as  judges  of  an 
election  during  their  lives.  Still,  they  are  going 
on  discharging  all  their  duties  as  justices  of  the 
peace,  both  as  single  magistrates,  and  as  mem- 
bers of  the  County  Court.  To  ensure  the  faithful 
performance  of  these,  an  oath  of  office  is  admin- 
istered to  them  when  they  are  first  commissioned. 
But  should  they,  in  the  course  of  their  lives,  be 
appointed  by  the  Court  as  judges  of  the  election, 
which  is  a  separate  and  distinct  office,  then  they 
are  sworn  faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  ap- 
pertaining to  their  new  appointment.  Is  not  this 
a  solution  of  the  problem?  It  appears  so  to  me; 
and  I  hope  the  gentlemen  are  satisfactorily  an- 
swered. 

The  law  peremptorily  requires  the  votes  to  be 
given  in  the  presence  of  the  Sheriff.  The  fact  is 
in  proof  that  they  were  not  so  given.  He  was 
absent  from  the  place  of  holding  the  election 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  and  at  the 
time  these  votes  were  given,  he  had  no  deputy 
there.  The  evidence  upon  these  points  is  (un- 
questionable; unless  we  adopt  the  theory  of  the 
gentleman  of  Kentucky,  >(Mr.  Hardin,)  that 
Spillman  became  a  deputy  by  bare  request,  that 
he  would  cry  the  votes  given.  I  have  already 
expressed  my  opinion  with  regard  to  this  propo- 
sition, and  do  not  think  it  possible  to  add  any 
tiling  to  the  argument  of  my  friend  from  Georgia, 
(Mr.  Jones,)  upon  this  subject.  He  totally  de- 
molished the  whole  super-structure. 

If,  then,  the  law  and  the  facts  are  as  I  have 
stated  them  to  be,  how  can  any  one  pretend  that 
these  votes  are  valid,  and  ought  to  be  counted 
upon  the  present  occasion?  Will  any  one  insist, 
in  this  ins'ance  also,  that  it  is  a  hard  case;  that 
the  sheriff  was  necessarily  absent;  that  this  is  a 
mere  formality?  Sir,  we  must  either  conduct  the 
election  according  to  law,  cr  not.  If  we  can 
dispense  with  the  sheriff,  we  caiij  upon  the  same 
principle,  excuse  one  of  the  judges  from  attend- 
ance; if  we  can  allow  one  to  go,  we  can  spare 
both,  and  the  clerk  with  them!     Where  will  it 

I  end?  That  is  the  question;  Can  you  place 
bounds  to  this  principle?     If  so,  where  are  they 

I  to  be  found?  The  moment  we  abandon  the  law, 
we  are  afloat  upon  the  broad  ocean  of  uncertainty, 
where  we  shall  be  drifted  by  the  wind  and  tide 


among  rocks  and  whirlpools,  where  nothing  but 
tho  arm  of  Omnipotence  can  save  us  from  de- 
struction. 

I  cannot  see  how  any  friend  of  State  Rights 
can  think  of  adopting  the  doctrines  contended 
for  upon  the  other  side.  The  States  have  the 
power  to  regulate  the  time,  place,  andmanner, 
of  holding- the  elections.  It  is  expressly  recog- 
nized in  the  Federal  Constitution,  as  I  have  al- 
ready observed.  The  State  of  Kentucky,  as 
well  as  all  others  in  the  Union,  has  exercised 
this  right,  and  fixed  the  manner  of  holding  the 
election.  Without  a  substantial  conformity  to 
the  rule  she  has  adopted,  the  election  is  void- 
just  so  far  as  it  is  contrary  J,o  the  law. 

The  cases  of  Jackson  and  Wayne,  and 
Scott  and  Easton,  both  decided  in  this  House, 
have  settled  that  principle.  To  disregard  the 
law  of  the  State  and  confirm  an  election  mere- 
ly upon  our  own  ideas  of  justice,  would  be  a 
m  ost  flagrant  act  of  usurpation.  We  may  talk 
of  State  Rights  as  much  as  we  please  ;  we  may 
be  friendly  to  the  doctrine  whilst  it  is  our  inte- 
rest to  be  so  ;  we  may  deprecate,  in  the  most 
vehement  and  eloquent  language,  the  tendency 
of  this  Federal  Government  to  absorb  all  the 
reserved  rights  of  the  people  and  of  the  States; 
but  if  we  disregard  the  laws  of  the  States,  en- 
acted upon  a  subject  expressly  reserved  for 
their  legislation,  and  substitute  our  own  will  for 
their  solemn  statutes — I  boldly  assert,  that  we 
shall  have  established  a  principle  which  will 
destroy  the  last  vestige  of  liberty,  reserved  to 
the  members  of  this  confederacy.  Such  a  prin- 
ciple carried  out,  must  lead  to  the  concentration 
of  all  power  -in  the  General  Government.  It 
would  overleap  the  barriers  erected  between 
the  authority  of  the  central  government,  and 
the  rights  and  powers  of  the  several  States  of 
this  Union — and  would,  in  the  end,  lead  to  a 
tyranny  as  odious  as  the  most  absolute  despot- 
ism. 

Having  shown,  I  think,  that  the  twenty-five 
votes  given  at  Lancaster  on  Monday,  whilst  M. 
Grant,  Esq.  was  presiding,  and  the  forty-five 
given  on  Tuesday,  at  the  same  place,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Sheriff,  ought  not  to  be  received, 
I  will  very  briefly  notice  some  other  points  that 
have  been  touched  in  this  discussion. 

The  gentleman  last  up  (Mr.  Hahdin,)  spoke 
of  the  students  at  Danville  College,  whose  votes 
have  been  stricken  from  the  polls.  The  con- 
stitution of  Kentucky  gives  the  right  of  suffrage 
to  individuals,  who  reside  in  the  State  two 
years,  or  in  the  county  one  year,  and  requires 
them  to  vote  in  the  county  or  precinct  where 
they  actually  reside  at  the  time  of  the  election. 
The  majority  of  the  Committee  believed,  that 
the  constitution  did  not  intend  tint  residence, 
aloye,  in  the  most  unlimited  sense  of  that  word, 
should  bestow  the  right  of  suffrage.  If  ih'u 
were  so,  aliens  who  might  reside  a  year  in  any 
one  county,  would  thereby  entitle  themselves 
to  this  high  immunity.  We  believed  that  this 
clause  deserved  a  fair  and  reasonable  construc- 
tion, and  that  the  residence  intended,  was  a 
permanent  residence  for  the  time — an  actual  home 
or  domicile  iii  the  State.    In  this  view  of  the 
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question,  we  found  ourselves  sustained  by  a 
decision  of  the  Senate  of  that  Commonwealth, 
in  a  contested  election  between  Williams  and 
Mason.  Upon  that  occasion,  it  was  determine 
ed  that  a  citizen  of  Kentucky,  who  had  been 
out  of  the  State  for  five  years,  had  not  lost  the 
ritrht  of  suffrage.  There  was  no  proof  that  he 
left  the  State  permanently  to  reside  elsewhere. 
This  was  undoubtedly  a  correct  decision.  In 
ascertaining  the  home  of  an  individual,  almost 
the  whole  inquiry  turns  upon  the  intention  of 
the  voter.  Did  he  leave  the  Slate  with  an  in- 
tentionnot  to  return?  Was  he  absent  on  a  visit, 
or  on  business,  or  did  he  abandon  the  country? 
Now,  we  have  only  to  reverse  this  rule,  that 
it  may  aid  us  in  deciding  the  rights  of  students 
at  a  college,  or  transient  persons  of  any  descrip- 
tion. What  is  their  business  in  Danville,  having 
come  there  from  other  States  and  counties,  and 
remained  in  that  place  for  two  or  three  years? 
Is  it  to  become  citizens  of  that  county,  or  of  the 
State  ?  Is  it  to  reside,  permanently,  and  to  amal- 
gamate with  the  people  there,  or  is  it  to  obtain 
an  education,  and  then  leave  the  place?  Are 
they  in  the  town  as  citizens,  having  selected  it 
as  a  home,  or  are  they  only  there  for  a  tempora 
ry  purpose/the  time  of  their  stay  being  neces 


complained  of  our  decision.  They  both  voted 
for  Mr.  Letcher. 

Apply  the  same  principle  to  the  other  stu- 
dents at  Danville,  who  came  there  from  distant 
States  and  counties,  and  their  votes  must  be  ex- 
cluded. It  was  upon  this  principle  the  Com- 
mittee decided;and  in  the  opinion  of  a  majority, 
ten  votes  were  necessarily  stricken  from  the 
polls  as  illegal. 

Another  decision  of  the  majority  has  been 
the  subject  of  animadversion.  I  allude  to  the 
votes  wluch  are  alleged  to  have  been  improper- 
ly entered  upon  the  poll  book;  or  to  have  been 
omitted  by  the  clerk  entirely.  There  are  seve- 
ral of  these  on  both  sides;  and  proof  was  taken 
by  the  parties  to  establish  the  facts. 

Under  all  the  circumstances  the  committee 
deemed  it  safer  to  rely  upon  the  poll  books; 
the  records  made  by  respectable  men  under 
oath,  than  to  permit  individuals  to  come  for- 
ward, and  change  the  whole  face  of  the  poll 
bosk,  and  the  result  of  the  election,  by  swear- 
ing that  they  voted,  and  their  names  have  not 
been  recorded;  or  that  they  voted  for  a  differ- 
ent candidate  from  the  one  in  whose  favor  their 
names  are  recorded.  We  were  not  prepared 
to  say,  thit  a  case  might  not  be  presented,  in 


sarily  limited?  These  were  questions  which  .which  it  would  be  proper  to  alter  the  record  by 
the  committee  had  to  consider  for  themselves;  parole  testimony;  but  we  were  clearly  of  the 
and  the  conclusion  at  which  they  arrived,  was,  opinion,   that  this  wa3  not  such  a  case.     No 


that  the  residence  of  a  young  man  at  school  or 
college,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  pursuing  his 
studies,  is  not  such  a  residence  as  confers  the 
right  of  suffrage. 

In  this  opinion,  they  were  not  only  confirmed 
by  the  authorities  which  they  consulted,  but  by 
the  general  understanding  of  the  community. — i 
No  father  believes  when  he  sends  his  son  from 
Ohio  to  Kentucky  to  obtain  an  education,  that 
by  such  removal  the  son  ceases  to  be  an  Ohioan,  ] 
and  becomes  a  citizen  of  Kentucky.     Does  the 


change,  therefore,  was  made. 

The  committee  were  strengthened  in  their 
position,  by  the  decision  of  the  Senate  of  Ken- 
tucky, in  the  case  before  referred  to,  of  Wil- 
liams and  Mason.  Having  such  respectable  au- 
thority, in  aid  of  the  reasons  which  arise  from 
the  nature  of  the  question,  and  which  will  sug- 
gest themselves  to  the  mind  of  every  gentle- 
man, we  determined  to  leave  the  poll  books  as 
we  found  them. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  case  of  Wilkes  and  Luttrcll 


son  expect,  that  when  he  returns  to  his  former 'has  been  introduced  here,  during  this  debate, 


residence,  he  will  be  treated  as  a  foreigner,  and 
compelled  to  undergo  a  quarantine  in  his  native 
county,  before  he  can  exercise  the  rights  of  ci- 
tizenship? Surely,  this  is  not  the  doctrine  which 
prevails  among  the  citizens  of  the  several  States 
who  send  their  sons  from  home  to  be  educated. 
Yet  to  such  results  must  we  come,  if  we  permit 
students  to  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage,  merely 
on  the  gronnd  of  their  residence  at  college.  It 
will  hardly  be  pretended  that  they  possess  this 
right  in  two  or  three  States  at  the  same  time. 

Whilst  upon  this  subject,  I  will  remark,  that 
we  decided  two  cases  with  great  facility  and 
unanimity.  They  were  the  cases  of  Wiley  and 
Highee.  The  former  had  been  a  itudent  at 
Danville,  for  several  years;  he  returned  home  to 
Garrard  county  just  before  the  election,  voted , 
and  came  back  to  the  College  in  Mercer*  soon 
after  the  election,  to  pursue  his  studies.  The 
other  was  a  student  at  the  law  school  in  Lexing- 
ton, Fayette  county.  He  came  down  to  his  fa- 
ther's, in  Jessamine,  a  few  days  before  the  elec- 
tion, voted,  and  returned  to  Lexington.  In 
both  cases,  the  committee  decided  these  votes  to 
be  good,  and  as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania sa'd  ot  the  appointment  of  Grant,  no  one 


and  for  what  purpose  I  know  not.  Is  it  believ- 
ed by  the  gentlemen  to  be  an  analogous  case' 
In  what  does  the  analogy  consist'  Da  they 
fear  that  this  case  will  be  improperly  decided, 
as  that  unquestionably  was?  If  it  should  be, 
1  ardently  hope,  sir,  that  some  modern  Junius 
may  be  found,  who  will  rouse  the  public  atten- 
tion to  the  subject,  and  never  lay  down  his  pen 
until  he  has  the  satisfaction  to  see  his  opinions 
universally  adopted  as  a  standard,  and  the  erro- 
neous judgment  of  this  House  expunged  from 
our  journals. 

It  is  some  t;me  since  1  read  the  history  of  the 
case  under  consideration.  According  to  my 
recollection  of  it,  Wilkes  was  expelled  by  a 
vote  of  the  House  of  Commons.  The  People 
re-elected  him,  by  a  very  huge  majority  over 
his  competitor,  Co'.  Luttrcll.  He  appeared  at 
the  door  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  de- 
manded his  scat;  but  the  House  determined, 
that  his  previous  expulsion  disqualified  him 
from  holding  a  seal;  and  that  the  votes  giv- 
en to  him  were  void.  Upon  these  principles 
they  decided,  and  gave  the  seat  to  his  competi- 
tor. They  did  wrong  in  this.  Such  a  ed- 
ification as  they  recognized,  arising  from 
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sum,  was  wholly  unknown  to  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  England.  Even  Judge  Black- 
stone,  who  had  written  expressly  upon  this 
subject  and  had  not  mentioned  any  such  dis- 
qualification, was  induced  to  come  out  in  de- 
fence of  the  decisions  of  the  House.  But  with 
all  his  ability  and  learning,  he  was  unable  to 
sustain  it,  and  those  who  took  the  other  side  of 
the  question  had  no  difficulty  in  holding  him 
up  to  public  gaze,  as  a  fit  subject  for  the  ridi- 
cule of  all,  who  ranged  themselves  under  the 
banner  of  constitutional  freedom. 

How  do  the  principles  of  that  case  apply  here? 
Who  sets  up  new  rules  in  this  controvery?  Do 
w»?  No,  sir,  we  ask  for  no  innovation.  We 
want  no  new  test.  We  do  not  complain  of  the  cri- 
terion by  which  such  cases  have  been  formerly 
determined.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  the  very  thing 
we  desire.  We  call  upon  the  House  to  conform 
to  it.  We  deprecate  all  rules,  except  those  which 
arc  derived  from  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  our 
country. 

Oae  word  more,  sir,  and  I  am  done.  I  have 
now  given  my  views  of  this  subject,  with  some 
of  the  reasons  that  induces  me  to  entertain  them. 
It  is  for  the  House  to  decide,  who  is  right  and 
who  is  wrong.  With  that  decision  I  shall  con- 
tent myself,  let  it  be  what  it  may;  believing  that 
I  have  discharged  my  duty,  and  that  other  gen- 
tlemen will  discharge  theirs,  according  to  the 
dictates  of  their  own  understandings.  But  1 
shall  be  pardoned  for  saying,  that  1  do  most  sol- 
emnly believe,  if  the  principles  advanced  by  the 
majority  of  the  committee  are  adopted,  then,  we 
sanction  a  rule,  that  will  secure  to  us  all  the  priv 
ileges  guaranted  by  the  charter  of  American 
liberty.  On  the  contrary,  if  the  doctrines  main- 
tained by  the  gentleman  who  opposes  us,  shall 
be  ratified  by  a  decision  of  this  House,  and  car- 
ried out  to  their  legitimate  consequences,  we 
adopt  a  rule  of  the  most  precarious  character;  a 
principle,  which  like  a  slow  and  deadly  poison, 
will  infuse  its  baleful  influence  through  all  our 
political  institutions;  until  the  proud  and  glori- 
ous fabric  erected  by  the  labors,  and  cemented 
by  the  blood  of  a  valiant  ancestry,  will  crumble 
into  dust  in  the  presence  of  their  descendants, 
who  will  have  lost  the  power  to  preserve  an  in- 
heritance of  such  inestimable  value. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  MILLER, 
that  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  re- 
port, be  postponed  until  Tuesday  the  27th  in- 
slant;  and  after  debate  thereon,  and  ihe  yeas 
an. I  nays  being  demanded,  Mr.  M.  withdrew  the 
said  motion,  and  thereupon  moved  that  the  said 
repoit  do  lie  on  the  table;  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  again  demanded  on  the  question,  Mr. 
MILLER  withdrew  that  motion; — whereupon 
it  being  half  past  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Mr  McKlN- 
LEV  moved  thai  the  House  do  adjourn;  when 
an  in  miry  was  made  of  the  Chair  whether  that 
mt'tion  was  in  order,  as  no  question  had  been 
put  or  read  since  the  House  had  voted  on  amo- 
tion to  adjourn. 

Thj  SPEAKER  (Mr.  Hubbard,  officiating) 
decided  that  the  motion  was  in  order  and  would 
be  entertained;  debate  having  taken  place  on  a 


motion  to  postpone,  subsequent  to  the  decisio11 
of  the  question  on  the  motion  made  by  Mr- 
Clayton  to  adjourn,  in  which  decision  the 
House  acquiesced. 

And  the  question  was  then  put,  will  the 
House  adjourn— and  passed  in  the  affirmative; 
yeas  93,  nays  88. 

And  thereupon,  the  House  adjourned  until 
Monday  next,  the  26th  instant. 

SENATE. 
Monsat,  Mat  26,  1^4. 
.  A  message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  on  executive  business,  by 
Mr.  Donelson  his  Secretary . 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  presented  a  com- 
munication from  the  Department  of  State,  in 
answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  9th 
instant,  with  copies  of  orders  issued  from  that 
department  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Patent 
Office,  and  of  certain  charges  made  against  said 
Superintendent ;  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SMITH  presented  a  memorial  signed  by 
Royal  S.  Watson,  and  others  ;  and  also  another 
memorial,  [names  unheard,]  against  the  renew- 
al of  the  patent  of  John  Ames,  for  a  paper- 
making  machine  ;  laid  on  the  table. 
COINS. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  memorial  signed 
by  the  officers  of  eighteen  local  banks,  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  urging  on  Congress  some  le- 
gislation in  regard  to  the  gold  and  silver  coin 
of  the  United  States,  and  in  reference  to  for- 
eign silver  coin. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  considered  the  subject  to 
which  this  memorial  had  drawn  the  attention  of 
the  Senate,  as  one  of  very  urgent  importance, 
and  which  had  not  escaped  the  consideration  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance.  The  evils  existing 
were  two : 

1.  There  was  no  law  requiring  the  silver 
coins  of  some  countries  to  be  a  legal  tender,  as 
they  had  heretofore  been^  which  circumstance 
diminished  the  quantity  of  specie  in  the  coun- 
try, capable  of  being  so  used,  very  much. 

2.  The  want  of  a  just  provision  established  by 
law,. between  silver  and  gold. 

Mr.  W.  thought  proper  to  say  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  had  not  forgotten  the  subject; 
but  they  had  waite  I  for  the  passage  of  a  bill  in 
the  other  House,  which  had  been  introduced 
under  the  auspices  of  a  member  from  the  city 
from  which  the  memorial  came.  If  that  bill 
should  not  arrive  in  due  time,  a  bill  would  be 
originated  by  the  Committee  on  Finance  ;  and 
Mr.  W.  hoped  the  hon.  member  presenting 
ths  memorial,  would  use  all  diligence  to  for- 
ward the  measure  there  and  here.  There  was 
little  difference  of  opinion  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  was  aware  of  the  fact  mention- 
ed by  the  Senator  ;  and  as  these  memorialists, 
whom  he  thought  competent  judges,  had  made 
distinct  propositions,  in  reference  both  to  gold 
and  silver  coin,  and  had  done  so  because  the)r 
were  apprehensive  of  de'ay  in  the  action  of 
Congress,  Mr.  W.  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
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petitioner*  would  receive  the  early  attention  of 
the  committee. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  would  only  add,  for  the 
satisfaction  of  the  gentleman  and  others,  that 
unless  progress  was  made  by  the  other  House, 
Mr.  W.  would  move  for  a  bill  on  the  subject, 
on  this  day  week. 

Mr.  CLAY  presented  the  petition  of  U.  S. 
Gatewood,  now  of  Indiana,  formerly  of  Ken- 
tucky, praying  a  grant  of  a  portion  of  that  public 
land  which  had  been  saved  from  the  Indians  by 
the  hardships  and  sufferings  of  his  ancestors  ;  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 

Mr.  CLAY  presented  ceitain  memorials  from 
the  county  of  Huntingdon,  Pennsylvania,  simi- 
lar to  others  which  had  already  been  presented 
from  that  county ;  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  and  ordered  that  the  names  be  printed, 
as  an  addition  to  the  former  list. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  Switzerland  county,  State  of  Indiana, 
praying  that  the  deposites  may  be  restored  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  that  that  institu- 
tion may  be  rechartered. 

Mr.  H.  said  that  the  memorial  was  numerous- 
ly signed  by  all  political  parties,  and  by  men  of 
every  pursuit  and  occupation  in  life.-  That  this 
was  a  county  in  which  the  friends  of  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate  were  numerous  and  the  party 
strong,  but  that  in  this  instance  all  other  conside- 
rations had  been  buried  in  oblivion,  and  this  sub- 
ject taken  up,  because  the  people  felt  what  they 
said ;  that  this  memorial  was  not  to  be  viewed  as 
a  party  production,  but  as  the  expression  of  an 
honest,  intelligent  people,  truly  representing  the 
condition  of  their  country,  the  causes  which  had 
produced  it,  and  the  remedy,  in  their  opinion, 


paper  of  that  bank,  and  its  place  was  but  parti- 
ally supplied  with  the  paper  of  other  banks,  in 
which  the  people  had  less  confidence  than  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  people  of  Switzerland  county,  said  Mr. 
H.,  tell  you  that  past  experience  demonstrates 
the  convenience  and  necessity  of  a  paper  circu- 
lating medium,  convertible  into  specie,  to  supply 
the  want  of  sufficient  metallic  currency.  They 
believe  that  a  sufficient  quantity  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver does  not  exist  to  form  a  circulating  medium, 
and  that  a  sudden  change,  or  attempt  at  a  change, 
could  not  fail  to  prostrate  the  best  interests  of 
the  country.  They  believe  that  the  country 
cannot  get  along  without  a  National  Bank  of 
some  kind;  that  without  such  an  institution,  the 
currency  cannot  have  either  soundness  or  sta- 
bility, nor  can  the  exchanges  of  the  country  be 
equalised  or  regulated.  And  in  these  opinions 
Mr.  H.  entirely  concurred.  He  believed  wc 
could  not  get  along  without  a  National  Bank,  or 
a  national  currency;  said  he  was  no  advocate  for 
the  present  bank,  and  believed  it  had  no  para- 
mount claim  for  a  recharter;  would  prefer  :t 
new  bank,  one  located  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton. He  knew  there  were  many  objections  hi 
this  location,  but  they  were  not  insurmountable. 
By  this  location,  the  constitutional  dilficulty 
would  be  done  away,  for  all  admitted  the  powor 
of  Congress  to  charter  a  bank  here.  He  would 
not  charter  so  large  a  capital  as  $35,000,000,  for 
if,  as  so  often  alleged,  the  present  bank  had  ex- 
ercised too  much  power,  and  become  dangerous, 
it  was  on  account  of  its  great  capital.  He  would 
distribute  the  bonus  among  the  States,  and 
would  permit  it  to  locate  branches  in  the  State*, 
only  by  permission  of  the  State  Legislatures; 
nor  would  he  deprive  Congress  of  the  power,  at 


proper  to  be  adopted.  This  county,  said  Mr.  H.,  a  future  day,  if  the  public  interests  should  10- 
is  situated  on  the  Ohio  river,  above  the  falls.  Itj°»uhe  it,  of  modifying  such  charter,  or  of  char- 
is  of  the  second  class  of  counties  in  size  and  popu  jtering  another  bank.  Such  bank,  although  it 
lation,  but  in  the  peaceful  industry,  the  virtue  I  could  not  go  into  operation  till  the  expiration  of 
and  intelligence  of  its  population,  it  is  second  to]  'he  present  charter,  would  give  prospective  sta 


none.  It  is  a  mixed  population,  grouped  together 
from  every  quarter  of  the  Union,  and  from  almost 
every  quarter  of  the  world,  chiefly,  however, 
from  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  New  York, 
and  New  England.  This  county  too,  contains  the 
Swiss  settlement — emigrants  from  the  canton  of 
Switzerland  in  Europe,  who  at  an  early  period 
settled  on  the  Ohio  river,  where  they  sti  I  live, 
and  where  they  have  long  been  successfully  en- 
gaged in  the  culture  of  the  vine. 

The  pursuits  of  this  people  were  mainly  ag- 
ricultural ;  they  were  the  exporters  as  well  as 
the  growers  of  their  produce:  their  market  was 
New  Orleans,  to  which  they  carried  a  heavy 
export  trade  every  year.  They  had  as  little  di- 
rect interest  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
as  any  people  of  the  Union  ;  they  dealt  not  in 
stocki  nor  in  banks;  they  sought  not  accommo- 
dations in  banks;  but  in  the  prosperity  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  they  had  a  deep  in- 
terest- for,  having  no  State  banks  as  yet  in 
operation,  the  paper  of  that  bank  had  largely- 
entered  into  the  circulating  medium  of  that  sec- 
tion of  the  country.  The  present  state  of  things 
had  withdrawn    rapidly   from   circulation   the 


bility  to  the  currency;  would  at  once  inspiie 
confidence,  and  that  was  all  that  was  wanting. 

No  one  regretted  the  removal  of  the  dcpositi-s 
more  than  himself.  It  was  an  unfortunate  mea- 
sure for  the  country.  He  had  never  doubted  the 
power  to  remove  them,  nor  the  correctness  »>f 
the  motive  which  had  induced  the  removal,  but 
he  had  always  regretted  the  measure  as  delete- 
rious and  injudicious.  He  had  said  by  his  vote, 
that  the  reasons  of  the  Secretary  were  unsatis- 
factory and  insufficient;  but  he  had  carefully 
avoided  any  vote,  or  any  act,  having  a  tendency 
to  increase  excitement,  which,  in  his  opinion, 
was  but  increasing  the  distress  complained  of.  — 
He  had  voted  against  every  measure  having  a 
tendency  to  prolong  or  embitter  the  deep  agita- 
tion of  the  country.  His  object  was  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  country,  at  this  time  too  much  dis- 
turbed; the  prosperity  of  the  country,  which 
could  not  be  restored  unless  the  excitement  bo 
allayed. 

He  moved  that  the  memorial  be  read,  print- 
ed, and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fin«nc«. 

Mr.  BENTON  would  n<ld  his  testmvmv,  if 
necrss«ry,  to  tn  A  of  the  S  '"at  >r  from  In  iana 


832 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


[23d  C.  1st  8. 


(Mr.  Hewdhicks,)  in  favor  of  the  respectability 
of  the  population  which  furnished  the  subscri- 
bers to  the  memorials  just  presented.  He 
knew  their  industry,  enterprise,  and  sincere  de- 
votion to  their  country;  and  bad  no  doubt  but 
that  they  fully  believed  in  all  the  distresses 
which  they  mentioned;  but  their  petitions  only 
recited  what  had  been  alleged  on  this  floor  for 
the  last  four  or  five  months;  and  tbe  reason 
why  the  memorial  was  so  late  in  getting  in  was, 
that  that  part  of  the  country  lay  so  far  from  the 
seat  of  alarm,  that  the  people  there  had  scarcely 
heard  of  it  until  it  had  almost  died  away.  He 
had  no  doubt  that  there  was  a  great  scarcity  of 
money  in  that  country.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
the  people  in  that  country  found  a  scarcity  of 
those  notes,  (U.  S.  Bank  notes.)  He  had  al- 
ready explained,  in  a  former  debate,  how  they 
flew  off'. 

He  wished  permission  to  askthehon.  Sena- 
tor from  Indiana  a  question.  What  was  the 
difference  between  the  amount  of  those  notes 
now  in  circulation,  and  the  amount  in  circula- 
tion this  time  last  year,  or  previously  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites? 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  said,  that  he  had  not  be- 
fore him  any  statistical  tables,  showing  him  the 
condition  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
neither  monthly  reports,  nor  those  of  any  other 
period,  and  his  recollection  did  not  furnish  him 
with  an  answer  to  the  question  propounded. 
He  presumed  the  Senator  from  Missouri  was 
much  more  familiar  with  that  subject  than  him- 
self. Nor  did  it  go  to  the  point  in  question, 
whatever  the  facts  might  be.  He  presented 
the  memorial  of  a  portion  of  his  constituents, 
men  of  intelligence,  who  well  understood  the 
fact  which  they  stated  to  the  Senate.  "What 
was  that  fact?  The  want  of  an  adequate  circu- 
lating medium,  the' rapid  disappearing  of  Uni- 
ted States  Bank  paper  in  that  section  of  the 
country.  This  is  a  fact  intimately  connected 
with  their  business — a  fact  which  they  see  and 
feel.  They  make  no  statement  of  this  kind  for 
any  other  portion  of  the  country,  but  undertake 
to  represent  the  condition  of  their  own.  Now, 
to  them  it  makes  little  difference  how  much  or 
how  little  may  be  the  amount  of  notes  with- 
drawn from  circulation  by  the  Bank  of  the  U. 
States.  It  is  the  effect  of  the  existing  derange- 
ment of  the  currency  upon  themselves,  of 
which  they  complain. 

Mr.  BENTON  resumed.  It  was  right  to  be 
a  little  statistical  in  this  case.  The  statistics 
would  show,  that  in  point  of  fact,  there  was  ve- 
ry little  diminution  of  the  circulation  of  United 
States'  Bank  notes.  There  was  about  16  or  17 
millions  of  those  notes  now  out,  and  that  lacked 
but  littie  of  the  quantity  out  last  year  before 
the  deposites  were  removed,  and  which  was 
usually  about  17  or  18  million*.  In  February, 
when  the  cry  of  scarcity  was  the  loudest,  the 
circulation  was  up  as  high  as  nineteen  millions. 
Still,  the  petitioners  were  no  doubt  right  in  the 
tact  that  these  notes  were  scarce  in  the  part  of 
the  country  in  which  they  lived;  for  the  law  of 
bank  circulation,  which  he  (Mr.  B.)  explained 


on  another  occasion,  carried  them  off  to  the 
northeast. 

He  had  in  his  hand  a  New  Orleans  prices 
current,  Benjamin  Livi's.  He  would  pass  over 
such  produce  rapidly,  as  Was  not  supplied  by 
Indiana;  cotton,  he  found  quoted  at  15  to  16 
cents  per  pound — one  cent  higher  than  it  was 
-this  time  last  year.  Flour — the  fall  sales  were 
$4>  50  to  $4>  75  per  barrel,  and  becoming 
scarce — a  good  price  for  flour.  Pork — no  ma- 
terial change  in  price,  and  in  good  demand,  at 
four  cents  and  a  half  a  pound — a  price  not 
much  to  be  complained  of.  Bacon — scarce, 
and  in  good  demand,  particularly  hams.  Beef 
—$11  50  per  barrel— a  good  price  for  beef. 

The  price  current  went  on  to  state  that 
many  other  articles  had  equally  risen  in  price 
Shelled  corn  was  at  62J  cents  per  bushel.  Be- 
sides all  this,  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  a  letter  from  Cin- 
cinnati, dated  May  14,  which  stated  the  fact, 
that,  for  three  years  past,  the  steam  boats  of 
that  part  of  the  country  had  not  done  so  good  a 
business  as  they  had  fijotn  the  commencement 
of  this  season  until  the  present  time.  The 
branch  bank  was  discounting  freely  to  solvent 
customers.  There  were  no  failures  ;  the  mar- 
kets were  abundant,  and  the  country  people 
were  well  pleased  with  the  prices  they  obtain- 
ed. He  thought  it  therefore  a  work  of  superero- 
gation for  Senators  here,  who  were  neither 
buying  nor  selling  beef,  pork,  or  mutton,  to  be 
discussing  the  price  of  those  articles,  because 
the  people  who  dealt,  in  those  commodities 
would  know  precisely  how  the  matter  stood. 
When  he  had  had  the  honor  of  addressing  the 
Senate  a  few  days  ago,  he  had  stated  that  the 
local  banks  had  recovered  their  usual  rate  of 
exchanges  in  the  cities  of  the  north  ;  he  had 
now  a  paper  showing  that  these  banks  were  in 
as  good  a  state  of  credit  as  they  were  before  the 
panic  was  got  up.  The  paper  of  the  Bank  of 
Baltimore  was  at  one  per  cent,  discount  in  N. 
York;  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis  was  at  one 
per  cent.;  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  that  which 
was  said  to  have  failed,  was  quoted  at  two  per 
cent.;  and  the  banks  of  Carolina  were  at  three 
and  four  per  cent. 

Now  this  was  precisely  the  rate  of  discount 
these  banks  were  at  in  these  arcadian  times, 
which  gentlemen  so  often  alluded  to,  and  the. 
passing  away  of  which  they  so  loudly  regretted. 
He  had  taken  the  'iberty  of  bringing  before  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  the  facts  to  which  he 
had  alluded;  they  came  to  him  in  such  a  form 
that  he  could  not  doubt  their  truth,  and  might 
be  briefly  summed  up  as  follows,  viz  :— That 
prices  in  New  Orleans  were  as  good  as  ever 
they  were;  that  a  similar  state  of  things  existed 
in  Cincinnati  ;  that  trade  in  both  places  was 
again  becoming  very  brisk  ;  and  that  exchanges 
in  the  north  had  recovered  from  their  tempora- 
ry state  of  depression.  It  was  on  the  floor  of 
the  Senate  alone  that  distress  was  now  heard  of; 
there  the  cry  of  distress  commenced,  and  there 
was  now  heard  its  last  lingering  and  d)ing  ac- 
cents. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  repelled  the  idea,  that 
the  memorial  which  he  had  just  presented  to 
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the  Senate,  had  been  produced  in  any  degree 
by  the  panic  which  pervades  the  country,or  that 
it  had  been  gotten  up  for  political  effect.  The 
people  of  Switzerland  county  were  not  panic- 
makers,  nor  were  they  more  liable  to  alarm  from 
danger  at  a  distance  than  the  people  of  other 
portions  of  the  Union.  In  this  instance  he  be- 
lieved they  were  much  less  liable  to  alarm  than 
many  others.  They  stated  facts  connected 
with  their  own  business.  The  produce  busi- 
ness, in  which  many  of  them  are  engaged,  was 
deeply  effected  by  the  distracted  and  depress- 
ed condition  of  the  currency.  They  saw  and 
they  felt,  and  they  could  not  be  mistaken  in  the 
facts  which  they  stated.  He  had  referred,  when 
up  before,  to  the  condition  of  the  New  Orleans 
market,  to  the  fact  that  bankruptcies,  unparal- 
leled in  number  and  extent,  had  taken  place 
in  that  commercial  city,  and  that  it  was  believ- 
ed the  means  of  receiving  and  paying  for  the 
produce  of  the  upper  country  was  not  to  be 
found  there.  In  that  reference  he  had  allusion, 
among  other  things,,  to  a  letter  which  he  had 
seen  in  the  hands  of  a  Senator  on  the  floor,  and 
such  information  was  generally  more  to  be  re- 
lied on  than  the  prices  current.  That  letter 
did  speak  of  the  un parallel d  failures  in  that  ci- 
ty, and  that  information  accorded  well  with  the 
experience  of  many  who  had  recently  been  en- 
gaged in  the  produce  business  on  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers. 

He  repeated  that  this  memorial  had  not  been 
gotten  up  for  political  effect.  He  reminded  the 
Senate  of  a  remark  which  he  had  made  when 
first  up,  that  the  memorial  was  signed  indiscrim- 
inately by  men  of  all  parties.  He  would  yen- 
ture  the  assertion,  that  there  were  many  names 
on  that  paper,  of  the  persons  as  warmly  devo- 
ted to  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  and  his  ad- 
ministration as  any^odividual  within  the  sound 
of  his  voice;  men  who,  although  they  disapprove 
of  the  removal  of  the  deposites  and  of  the  mea- 
sures which  had  produced  the  present  state  of 
things,  yet  they  had  undiminished  confidence 
in  the  purity  and  integrity  of  the  motives  which 
nduced  the  measure.  Men  who  indulged  in 
no  denunciations,  who  believed  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  be  an  honest  man,  an 
ardent  patriot,  and  one  who  would  make  for 
the  perpetuity  of  our  free  institutions,  a9  great 
sacrifices  as  any  other.    It  was  not  for  political 


effect  that  such  men  made  such  statements  as* 
were  contained  in  the  memorial  just  presented 
All  their  political  feelings  were  on  the  other 
side  of  the  question. 

Mr.  SILLSBEE  presented  a  remonstrance 
from  certain  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  agaistthe 
petition  of  John  Ames. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  a  similar  paper, 
and  reported  a  bill  from  the  other  House,  which 
he  gave  notice  he  should  call  up  for  considera- 
tion to-morrow. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  India* 
Affairs,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  consi- 
deration of  the  petitions  of  John  Walker,  Hen- 
ry Weirick,  and  Mrs.  McNare  ;  so  ordered. 
SPECIAL  ORDERS. 

The  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  John  H.  Stone, 
with  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted  ;  report  laid  on  the  table,  and 
certain  documents  connected  with  the  petitioa 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  third  time  and 
passed  : 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Maria  Bailey  and 
others. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Joseph  Rowe. 

The  bill  for  the  rehef  of  the  htirs  and  legal 
representatives  of  Frances  Barham,  and  Field- 
ing Barham,  her  husband. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  A.  Jacksen, 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Yantie. 

The  bill  for  the  rehef  of  Asa  Harpfield. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Waller. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  J.  Hand, } 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Belisha  Lawea. 

The  bill  to  remove  the  office  of  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral of  the  Public  Lands,  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Michigan,  to  Indiana. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Archibald  S.  Caaap- 
bell. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Welcott 
Chauncy. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Mann. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Col.  A.  R.  Wooley. 
SPECIAL  ORDER. 

The  ppecial  order  was  now  announced-  The 
report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  en  the  tuk- 
ject  of  the  Pennon  Agency. 
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Mr.  KANE  coacludedjhis  remarks  or  this 
subject. 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Bibb  in  reply,  at  con- 
siderable length,  and  by'Meesra.  Wright,  and 
Clattojt. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  following  resolution,  (moved  by  way  of 
amendment  to  the  original  report,)  as  follows  : 
Resolved,  That  the  Department  of  War  is  rot 
warranted  in  appointing  pension  agents  in  any 
State  or  Territory,  where  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  or  one  of  its  branches,  has  been  es- 
tablished ;  except  when  specially  authorized  by 
act  of  Congress. 

And  decided  as  follows  : 
Yeas— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun, 
Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Forsyth,  Fre 
linghuysen,  Kent,  King  of  Ga.,  Lee,  Mangum, 
Nauduin,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Preston,  Robbins, 
Shepley,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague, 
Swift,  Tomlinson,  Waggaman,  Webster — 28 

Nats — Mes«rs.  Benton,  Brown,  Grundy,  Hill, 
Kane,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  McKean,  Mor- 
ris, Robinson,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White,  Wil- 
kins,  Wright— 15. 
So  this  resolution  was  agreed  to. 
The  question  was  then  taken  upon  agreeing 
to  the  following  resolution  : 

Rrsolved,  That  the  Act  of  Congress  "  for  the 
relief  of  certain  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Re- 
volution," passed  on  the  15th  of  May,  1828,  and 
the  act  supplementary  to  that  act,  passed  on  the 
7th  June,  1832,  are  properly  acts  providing  for 
the  payment  of  Military  Pensions. 
And  decided  as  follows : 
Yeas—  Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun, 
Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Frelinghuy- 
sen,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Leigh,  Mangum, 
Naudain,Poindexter,  Porter,  Preston, Robbinson, 
Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tom- 
Knson,  Waggaman,  Webster— 26. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,.  Brown,  Forsyth, 
Grundy,  Hill,  Kane,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn, 
McKean,Morris,Robinsou,  Shepley,  Tallmadge, 
Tipto  >,  White,  W  ilkins,  Wright— 17. 
So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 
The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  following  resolution : 

JttJitlvcd.  That  no  power  is  conferred  by  any 
law  upon  the  Department  or  Secretary  of  War, 
to  remove  the  agency  for  the  payment  of  pen  - 
•toners  under  the  said  act  of  the  7th  June,  1K32, 
aad  the  funds,books,  and  papers,  connected  wit'» 
that  agency,  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  appoint  other  agents  to  supersede 
that  bank  in  the  payment  of  such  pensioners. 

And  decided  in  the  affirmative  without  a  divi- 
sion.    After  which 
The  Senate  ai  joirned. 

HOUSS  OK  KKPItK^ENTt  ATfVE^. 
Tha  memoria'  of  the  inha'  itan  s  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Gl  cester,  in  the  State  of  Virginr,  pre- 
sented by  Mr  WISE  on  the  13th  instant,  the 
mm\m  ?»ra  ion  of  which  was  on  Monday  the  19tli 
instant,  postponed  unul  this  day,  was  called  up: 
vrhen 


further  postponed  until  Monday  next,  the  2d  of 
June,  proximo. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
York,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  f  *•  the 
restoration  of  th*-  deposite  of  the  public  money 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the 
renewal  of  the  charter  of  said  bank;  which  was 
presented  by  Mr.  BARNITZ  on  the  19th  instant: 
when 

Mr.  BARNITZ  moved  that  the  said  memo- 
rial be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  with  instruction  to  report. 

That  the  removal  of  thedeposites  of  the  mo- 
neys of  the  United  States  made  prior  to  the  1st 
of  October  last  was  not  authorized  by  law. 

That  the  reaso  sassigned  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  removing  and  withholding  the 
deposites  from  the  United  States'  Bank  are  in- 
sufficient. 

That  a  bill  be  reported  to rechirter  the  Unit- 
ed States'  Bank  with  such  limitations  and  modi- 
fications, regarding  the  capital  stock,  and  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  directors  as  the  com- 
mittee deem  expedient. 

And  after  debate  by  Mr.  BARVITZ, 
The  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Monday   next,   the  2d    of  June, 
proximo. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  memorial  of  inhab;tants   of  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  in  the  State  cf  Virginia,  for  the  resto- 
ration of  the  deposite  of  the  public  money  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  which  w^s  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  LOYALL  on  the  19th  instant: 
Mr.  LOYALL  said,  that  the  memorial  and 
resolutions  before  the  House,   from  one  of  the 
counties  of  his  district,  disapproved,  in  strong- 
terms,  the  course  of  the  Executive,  in  relation 
to  the   Rank  of  the  United  States.     They  are 
signed  by  largely  upwards  of  tour  hundred  per- 
sons, represented  to  be  a  majority  of  the  voters 
of  the  county;  and  as  one  of  the  resolutions  of 
the  series  instructs  me,  said  Mr.  L.,  as  far  as 
these  memorialists  can  instruct  me,  to  vote  for 
the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  it  is  incumb- 
ent upon   me  to  state    the    grounds    of   the 
vote,  which  your  journal  will  show,   I  have 
already  given  upon  that  proposition;  contrary, 
I  own  to  the  wishes  of  a  large  portion  of  my 
constituents,  yet  under  a  deep  sense  of  all  the 
obligations  of  the  trust  confided  to  me.     This 
duty  I  should  hav  -  asked  le<ve  to  discharge, 
when   the   proceeding-  of  this  meeting  were 
first  presented,  but  for  the  lateness  of  the  hour. 
As  1  am  perfeclh  aware  of  the  impatience  of 
the  House,  under  any  furtlrer  discu'ission  con- 
nected with  the  deposite  question,  I  now  prom- 
ise to  acquit  myself  of  this  obligation,  in  a  very 
concise  mainer. 

Although,  Mr.  Speaker,  prior  to  the  opening 
of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  opposition 
to  this  act  of  the  Executive  did  not  exceed,  at 
least  in  a  great  degree,  the  opposition  generally 
manifested  to  the  prominent  measures  of  otrory 
administration,  withi  i  a  brief  spice,  after  the 
rep  esentatves  of  the  States  and  of  the  people, 


Hbe  consideration  of  the  said  memorLl   waa   had  assembL-d  here,  it  assumed  a  most  lowering 
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aspect,  and  the  cry  of  usurpation  and  tyranny 
was  soon  echoed  back  to  the  halls  of  this  build- 
ing, from  almost  every  quarter  of  the  Union 
A  most  intense  sensation  suddenly  pervaded  the 
public  mind  By  what  agency  it  was  mainly 
produced,  and  has  been  sedulously  kept  up, 
every  one  will  determine  for  himself  Be  that  us 
it  may  the  "quick  contagion"  of  the  panic  soon 
reached  thd  good  people  who  sent  me  here. 
Public  meetings  weie  held  in  almost  every  coun 
ty  and  town  of  the  district,  and  the  proceedings 
of  Euch  as  condemned  'he  removal  of  the  depo- 
sites,  when  transmitted  to  me,  were  laid  before 
the  House,  at  the  earliest  moment  allowable  hy 
the  rule  Notwithstanding  the  extraordinary 
excitement,  and,  1  doubt  not,  the  actual  distress 
which  prevailed  among  a  portion  of  my  constitu- 
ents, to  a  degree  perhaps  as  gre  it  as  in  almost 
»ny  other  part  of  the  country,  down  to  the  pe 
liod  when  the  sense  of  this  body  was  taken  up 
en  the  resolution  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  declaring  that  the  depo- 
sitee ought  not  to  be  restored  to  the  Hank  of  the 
United  Mates;  the  aggregate  of  signatures  upon 
memorials  received,  instructing  mc  to  vote  for 
their  restoration,  amounted  to  about  eight  hun- 
dred, of  all  sorts;  which,  together  with  the  sig- 
natures upon  the  one  now  submitted,  make  the 
whole  over  twelve  hundred.  Admitting,  then, 
every  name  upon  the  several  memorials  which 
had  reached  me,  when  I  was  called  upon  to  vote 
lor  or  against  the  resolution  of  the  committee,  as 
a  duly  qualified  voter,  th  sum  total,  as  I  have 
stated,  was  about  eight  hundred.  The  meeting 
which  adopted  this  memorial,  was  held  on  the 
6th  day  of  March,  more  than  two  months  previ- 
ous to  the  date  of  its  reception;  leaving  me,  du 
ring  this  tedious  lapse  of  time,  wi  hout  even  no- 
tice of  its  adoption,  from  any  one  authorized  to 
communicate  it,  whilst,  too,  no  doubt  could  be 
entertained,  that  the  question  upon  which  it  was 
proposed  to  instruct  me,  would,  in  the  interval, 
be  disposed  of- 

Hiding  myself,  in  nil  things,  bound  to  sub- 
mit to  the  guidance  and  c  mrol  of"  a  m  j  >ritvof 
my  constituents — to  give  effect,  in  all  case-,  to 
their  expressed  will  -  implicit)*  to  <  b  y  that 
sovereign  mandate,  except  when  it  cannot  be 
done  without  dishonor  and  a  perjured  con. 
VC'ienc  —I  anxiously  I  >oked  from  the  eailies.t 
moven  em  in  my  d  strict  upon  this  question,  for 
Such  an  evpnssion  of  popular  sentiment  as 
would  indicate  the  path  I  sh ■old  purs  ie.  Is 
the  such  an  express  on  <>f  »hnt  sentiment,  a* 
should  satisfy  me,  that  I  stun  I  <  p  osed  t>  » 
majority  of  the  v  ters  of  my  district?  Does  it, 
tak'-i  in  connexion  wi  h  <•  h  r  circumducts, 
furiuh  such  s  rong  p>'e«umpt  on  of  iiis>g-e- 
mrin,  a-,  to  r<  quire  of  me  either  the  surrei  dei 
|  of  the  clearest  and  «tr<  n*i  s<  convctioua  of  m\ 
d>  libera  c  j  dement,  or  of  nv  s»-Ht  h  re'  — 
Th.  se  are  inquiries,  wit  >  which  I  have  no  uish 
to  tn  ti'ilt  the  Hou«e;  *  ut  will  proceed  to  statt 
very  hii  fl  ,  the  r-a-nn«  that  have  brought  m 
to  conrliitt'CiiH  wlccli,  I  >egre  ' •»  sa>,  are  no 
susumel  tiy  thi»  very  re  p  c table  portion  of  S»] 
C  nstiinf  t9. 

H.ving  t»er  held  ihe  opin'n  n  that  Corgres, 


in  incorporating  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
acted  without  authority  from  the  Constitution, 
and  that  serious  evils  have  resulted  from  this 
assumption  of  power,  I  could  not  hope  that  my 
opinions  upon  the  depos  te  question,  would  be 
altogether  free  from  the  bias  of  these  long  set. 
'led  convictions.  I  have,  as  far  as  possible, 
however,  div  sted  my  mind  if  all  prejudice  de- 
rived from  the  impure  origin  of  this  institution, 
and  endeavored  to  view  the  question  in  its  more 
direct  connexion  with  the  powers  of  the  Execu- 
tive, and  its  influence  upon  the  great  interests 
of  the  country. 

I  do  not  propose,  sir,  to  trespass  upon  the 
House  by  entering  at  large  into  the  discussion 
ot  these  grave  matter-,  but  merely  to  touch  a 
point  or  two,  suggested  by  this  memori  »1.  I  he 
pain  1  experience  in  findii-g  myself  at  variance 
with  the  memorialists,  is  somewhat  alleviated 
by  the  moderation  of  their  views,  contrasted 
with  the  inflammatory  denunciation*  too  often 
heard  here.  They  speak,  in  the  first  place,  of 
this  as  a  "  movement  undertaken  by  the  Execu- 
tive upon  his  own  mere  responsibility,  without 
the  concurrence  of  Congress."  If.  in  this , they 
have  r«  fen-nce  to  that  section  of  the  bank  char- 
ter which  authorizes  the  transfer  of  the  depo— 
sites — whether  the  responsibility  rests  with  the 
President  himself,  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
son, or  with  both,  it  is  the  first  time  I  have 
heard  ad  mbt  suggested  from  any  quarter,  that 
the  transfer  may  not  It  gaily  end  properly  be 
made,  before  any  action  of  Congress  upon  the 
subject.  The  charter  prescribes  that  the  de- 
posites  of  the  mnnej  of  the  United  States,  in 
places  in  which  the  said  bank  or  branches 
thereof  may  be  established,  sh  ill  be  nude  ill 
said  bank  or  branches  thereof,  unless  the  Stcre- 
■ary  of  the  Treasury  shall,  at  any  time  other- 
wise order  and  direct;  in  which  case,  he  shal 
immediately  lay  before  Congress,  if  in  session 
and  if  not,  immedute'y  after  Jthe  commence- 
ment of  the  next  session,  the  reasons  ot  such 
order  or  direction."  It  is  oovn  us,  then,  that 
this  "mvemm',  as  the  memorial  sis  tern  it, 
may  be  «' taken"  not  only  without  the  concur- 
rence of  Congress,  but  it  is  n>  t  u..t  1  the  Se- 
cretary has  exercised  the  power  reserved  by 
the  charter,  tha  the  concu  rence  or  reconcur- 
rence  of  Congress  is  called  for,  or  can  oe  had. 

This,  I  dare  say,  is  a  view  peculiar  to  the  au- 
thor of  the  memorial,  and  was,  doubtless,  over- 
looked by  many  in  the  hurry  of  signing  their 
names,  which  we  may  readily  imagine,  often 
happens  in  such  cases.  When' the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  under  this  section  of  the  bank 
ch  rter,  which  is  nothing  more  than  the  express 
reservation  of  a  pre-existing  power,  shall  direct 
the  deposites  of  the  money  of  the  United  States 
to  be  withdrawn  from  the  said  bank,  or  bran  hes 
thereof,  and  has  proceeded  to  lay  before  Con- 
gress the  re  sons  which  induced  h'm  to  give 
the  order,  the  whole  matter  is  before  Congress, 
subject  to  such  further  direction  as  in  their 
-  isdom  may  seem  fit. 

Now,  sr,  this  angry  ami  protracted  contro- 
versy lias  arisen  ou  of  the  :i:t  of  the  Presi- 
dent  in  d.splacing  one  secretary,  who  would 
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not  withdraw  the  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  appointing  another,  who 
caused  them  to  be  withdrawn — and  it  involves 
the  extent  of  the  President's  control  over  his 
cabinet  officers  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu 
ry  to  withdraw  and  withhold  the  deposites  of 
the  money  of  the  United  States  from  the  Bank, 
under  a  just  and  fair  construction  of  this  pro- 
vision of  its  charter.  These  questions  lie  with- 
in a  very  narrow  compass,  and  if  we  could  by 
any  means  disentangle  them  from  the  fierce 
struggle  of  conflicting  parties  which  has  been 
carried  on,  if  not  in  this  House,  most  certainly 
elsewhere,  with  far  different.views  than  to  set- 
tle them  according  to  the  Constitution  and  law, 
we  should  find  them  neither  difficult  nor  com- 
plicated. ' 

The  Executive  power  of  the  United  States  be- 
ing vested,  by  the  Constitution  in  the  President, 
it  is  his  paramount  duty,  and  almost  his  sole 
function,  to  superintend  the  several  departments 
established  by  Congress,  and  see  that  the  laws 
are  faithfully  executed.  He  is  required,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to 
appoint  all  officers  of  the  United  States  whose 
appointments  are  not  otherwise  provided  for, 
and  which  shall  be  established  by  law.  The 
participation  of  the  Senate  was  intended  only  as 
a  check  upon  the  power  of  appointment,  which 
without  some  such  check  or  guard,  might  be 
exercised  on  occasions,  to  confer  offices  on  per- 
sons unworthy,  or  manifestly  unfit  to  fill  them. 
To  this  single  object,  of  seeing  that  competent 
individuals  are  appointed  to  office,  the  action  of 
the  Senate  is  confined,  the  power  of  supervising 
and  directing  those  who  execute  the  laws, 
resting  exclusively  with  the  President.  The 
Treasury  Department,  as  well  as  the  other 
departments,  unquestionably  exist  by  the  will  of 
Congress:  they  are  created  by  the  Legislature, 
and  the  same  power  may,  at  any  time  destroy 
them.  But,  so  long  as  by  the  Constitution, 
the  power  of  appointment,  qualified  as  I  have 
stated,  rests  with  the  President,  the1'  heads  of 
these  several  departments  are,'  in  all  matters 
appertaining  to  the  duties  of  their  offices  re- 
spectfully, subject  to  his  supervision  and  con- 
trol, and  to  removal  under  responsibility  for  the 
rightful  exercise  or  abuse  of  the  power.  And 
the  power  of  removal  does  not  depend  upon  le- 
gislative grant;  (though  confirmed,  after  full  de- 
bate, by  a  solemn  expression  of  the  sense  of  the 
Legislature  in  the  act  of '89)  but  flows  directly 
from  the  executive  office,  and  is  restrained  only 
"by  the  discretion  of  the  President,  under  the 
constitutional  guarantees  against  its  undue  ex- 
ercise. It  matters  not,  then,  by  what  name  we 
may  please  to  call  the  Treasury  Department, 
whether  legislative  or  executive,  (no  one,  I  pre- 
sume, will  be  disposed  to  baptise  it  judicial  tho' 
some  of  its  functions  partake,  in  a  degree,  of  that 
character,)  the  duties  devolving  upon  the  officer 
who  presides  over  it  are,  in  their  very  nature, 
strictly  executive;  and  it  is  therefore,  not  only 
the  right,  but  the  duty  of  the  President,  in  whom 
the  executive  power  is  vested,  to  supervise  and 
control,  and^  .when  necessary,  to  remove  him. 
Any  argument   drawn  from  the   possible,'' 'toft 


probable  abuse  of  this  power,  is  altogether  iMc= 
gical,  and,  if  entitled  to  any  notice  whatever, 
goes  to  impugn  the  wisdom  of  those  who  fram- 
ed the  Constitution,  and  does  not  touch  the 
question  properly  before  us. 

This,  sir,  I  have  ever  considered  as  the  true 
theory  of  the  Constitution,  carried  out  in  prac-f 
tice  under  every  administration.  But  a  newv 
faith  has  suddenly  sprung  up,  and  all  who  willl 
not  subscribe  to  its  dogmas — maintaining  that 
"  unity  and  competent  powers  are  essential  to 
the  Executive  " — are  branded  as  advocates  ol 
usurpation  and  despotism.  For  myself,  I  utter-' 
ly  repudiate  this  spurious  reading  of  our  funda 
mental  charter,  which  aims  to  strip  the  Execu 
tive  of  all  power,  and  practically  to  annihilate 
one  of  the  great  co-ordinate  departments  o4 
this  Government.  I  will  never  consent  to  shiftl 
a  solitary  particle  of  the  power,  vested  by  the 
Constitution  in  the  Chief  Magistrate,  to  other; 
hands  than  those  chosen  by  the  people,  who 
look  to  the  President,  and  hold  him  responsible1 
for  the  faithful  execution  of  the  laws.  In  Eng-j 
land,  "the  King  is  unaccountable  for  his  admi 
nistration — the  Council  furnishing  a  substitute; 
for  the  prohibited  responsibility  of  the  Chiefe 
Magistrate."  With  us,  "the  ingredients  which 
consitute  safety,  in  the  republican  sense,  are — 
a  due  dependence  upon  the  people — a  due  re* 
sponsibihty."  And  when  we  look  into  the 
Constitution  for  the  guarantees  of  this  responsi-i 
bility  of  the  President,  we  find  them  amply; 
provided  in  "  his  election  once  in  four  years  by 
persons  immediately  chosen  by  the  people  for 
that  purpose,  and  his  being  at  all  times  liable 
to  impeachment,  trial,  dismission  from  office, 
incapacity  to  serve  in  any  other,  and  to  the 
forfeiture  of  life  and  estate,  by  subsequent  pro* 
secution,  in  the  common  course  of  law."  Ifl 
the  recusant  Secretary,  in  this  case,  had  insist-' 
ed  on  the  removal  of  the  deposites  against  the< 
judgment  of  the  President,  and  his  removal  from 
office  had  become  necessary  as  the  only  means 
of  arresting  a  measure  deemed  by  the  Preswi 
dent  not  only  inexpedient,  but  illegal,  I  appre-e 
hend  we  should  have  heard  but  little,  at  all 
events,  from  the  friends  of  the  bank,  of  thiai 
tremendous  responsibility — this  alarming  usur-r 
pation,  tending  to  the  concentration  of  all  pow* 
er  in  the  hands  of  one  man — and  just  as  little  ©f» 
the  discretion  reserved  by  the  bank  charter 
being  exclusively  confided  to  the  head  of  the 
Treasury  Department. 

No  one  now  seriously  maintains,  I  believe,  that' 
the  right  to  remove  the  deposites  depends  for  itau 
exercise  merely  upon  the  safety  of  the  public  mo- 
ney; nor  that  the  refusal  ef  the  bank  to  comply 
with  any  of  its  stipulated  engagements,  consti- 
tutes the  only  ground  on  which  the  deposites  can 
be  withdrawn.  The  terms  in  which  the  power 
is  reserved  are  too  broad  and  comprehensive  te 
give  even  a  shadow  of  pretence  to  any  such  con- 
struction. Whether  or  not  tho  reasons  which, 
in  compliance  with  the  requisition  of  the  charter*, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  laid  before 
Congress,  are  such  as  rendered  the  measure  ex- 
pedient and  proper — whether  or  not  it  was.called 
for  J>y  the  public  interest  or  c«nvenience-»-it 
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•would  be  out  of  place  to  discuss  here.  As  far 
'  as  the  rights  of  the  bank  are  concerned,  however, 
1 1  feel  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  the  removal  of 
the  deposites  from  its  custody  was  entirely  justi- 
-  fied  by  transactions,  which  clearly  show  a  delibe- 
rate, systematical  design,  in  that  corporation,  to 
■acquire  strength  and  influence,  in  utter  disregard 
of  the  essential  objects  of  its  creation,  and  the 
'  fundamental  articles  of  its  charter.  If  the  char- 
'  ter  has  been  violated  by  the  removal  of  tho  de 
•  posites,  the  bank  is  unquestionably  entitled  to 
1  remuneration.      Yet  we  have  heard,  from   no 

Smarter,  that  compensation  ought  to  be  rendered 
or  this  alleged  invasion  of  its  rights.  The  truth 
i  is,  there  is  about  the  same  foundation  for  the 
I  charge  of  broken   faith   in  the  one  case,  as  for 

>  the  assumption  of  unconstitutional  power  in  the 
i  ether. 

I  am  instructed,  as  far  as  this  portion  of  my 
i-eonstituents  can  instruct  me,  to  vote  for  the  re 
I  storation  of  the  deposites.  If,  sir,  I  entertained 
I  a  different  opinion  in  relation  to  this  executive 
i  proceeding — if  I  really  conceived  that  the  Presi- 
dent has  assumed  the  exercise  of  a  power  over 

■  the  Treasury  not  granted  to  him  by  the  Constitu 

I  tion  and  laws — that  the  act  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  treasury,  directing  that  the  deposites  of  the 
'•  public  money  shall  not  be  made  in  the  Bank  of 

■  the  United  States,  was  illegal,  and  should  be  re- 
I  garded  as  the  bitter  source  of  all  the  distress, 
i  embarrassment,  and  ruin,  already  endured,  and, 

>  as  we  are  warned,  still  greater  in  prospect — if  I 
!  had  enough  of  the  genuine  JVhig  spirit  to  stand 
l  up  against  this  monstrous  usurpation — even  in 
l  that  case,  believing  as  I  do,  that  to  restore  the 
'  deposites  would  inevitably  lead  to  the  recharter 

of  the  bank,  I  could  not,  in  common  decency, 
I  rote  for  their  restoration.     My  opinion  upon  this 

■  constitutional  question  was  openly  declared,  and 
I  severely  canvassed  throughout  the  district,  and 

■  elected  as  I  was,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  my 
!  uncompromising  opposition  to  the  bank  in  every 
[.possible  aspect,  I  could  not,  without  a  flagrant 
I  breach  of  the  trust  confided  to  me,  record  a  vote 
i  here,  tending  directly,  according  to  my  view,  to 
I  prolong  the  existence  of  this  corporation  beyond 
I  the  limitation  of  its  charter,  and  thereby  eventu- 
i  ally,  through  its  vast  moneyed  influence,  to  build 

>  up  an  extraneous  power,  setting  at  defiance  the 
i  utmost  control  of  the  Government.  For  rail  as 
I  we  may  about  lawless  pretensions,  and  Execu- 
I  thre  encroachments,  I  would  rather  encounter  the 
!  most  daring  usurpations,  which,  masked  under 

any  other  forms  of  the  law  and  the  Constitution, 

■  the  reckless  ambition  and  unholy  passions  ot  the 
'  very  worst  men  could  bring  to  bear  against  the 
'  liberties  of  the  people,  than  meet  this  corpora - 
I  tion,  secure  in  her  dominion,  and  arrayed  in  all 

i  her  chartered  privileges,  during  another  term  of 
!  twenty  years. 

The  memorialists  pray  Congress  "  to  take 
1  speedy  measures  to  return  to  the  Bank  of  the 
;  United  States  the  public  revenue — to  quiet  the 
i  people— to  restore  confidence  to  the  country, 
\  and  prosperity  to  the  land . "  These  are  cer- 
i  tainhr  most  desirable  ends.  But  is  it  the  part 
1  of  wisdom  and  prudence  to  take  the  measures 
proposed,  for  the  purpose  of  relief,  of  mitigat- 


ing the  existing  pressure,  and  allaying  the  gen- 
eral discontent,  when,  if  the  charter  is  not  to 
be  renewed,  all  the  multiplied  evils  of  pecunia- 
ry embarrassment  and  suffering,  now  alleged 
to  prevail,  must  fall  with  redoubled  severity 
upon  the  country  within  a  period  of  less  than 
two  years  ?  If  the  bank  t*  to  be  rechartered,  I 
grant,  the  sooner  the  deposites  are  restored  the 
better,  for  then  their  removal  would  no  longer 
be  used  to  subserve  the  purposes  of  party — the 
excitement,  agitation,  and  panic  which  have 
produced  such  distressing  effects  would  disap- 
pear, and  we  might  hope  to  escape  at  least  for 
a  season  from  the  throes  of  that  furious  strug- 
gle, in  which,  under  the  auspices  of  a  most  for- 
midable political  league,  the  bank  and  press 
are  engaged  to  break  down  this  administration. 
This  corporation  seems  to  be  regarded  by  its 
more  ardent  friends  as  the  "staple  article  of 
our  moneyed  system."  It  was  created  not  long 
after  the  la'e  war  with  England,  with  the  con- 
fident prediction  that  it  would  bring  about  a 
thorough  reform  in  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
try. It  was  alleged  that  by  means  of  such  an 
institution  only  could  the  mischiefs  of  a  depre- 
ciated paper  currency  be  arrested— the  tenden- 
cy  of  the  local  banks  to  overtrading  be  con- 
trolled, and  a  sound  and  healthful  circulation 
maintained.  "  In  the  preference  given  to  its 
notes  by  the  Government,  and  its  being  the  de- 
pository of  the  public  revenue,  had  its  opera 
tions  been  conducted  on  sound  principles, 
doubtless,  this  bank  might  have  effected  mueh 
good  in  relieving  the  community  from  the  evils 
of  a  general  suspension  of  specie  payments  by 
the  local  banks.  But  instead  of  going  to  work, 
in  good  faith,  to  realize  the  predictions  of  its 
advocates— its  benificence  was  displayed  in  a 
total  departure  from  all  the  established  princi- 
ples of  banking— its  benefits  were  illustrated 
by  temptations  thrown  out,  without  stint  or 
measure,  to  cupidity  or  extravagance— in  the 
disastrous  results  of  extensive  loans  to  farmers, 
manufacturers,  traders,  speculators,  and  stock- 
holders, to  enable  them  to  pay  for  their  shares 
of  the  capital."  The  bank  commenced  active 
operations  in  January,  1817,  and  within  a  little 
more  than  two  years  we  were  told  by  Mr.  Che- 
ves,  (who  at  a  most  critical  juncture  had  been 
invited  to  preside  over  its  affairs,)  %at  in  Phil- 
adelphia he  found  no  one,  in  or  out  of  the  bankv 
who  entertained  a  sanguine  belief  of  its  being 
able  to  sustain  its  payments  much  longer,  and 
that  the  nation  was  about  to  suffer  the  calamity 
of  a  currency  composed  entirely  of  irredeemable 

The  great  object  proposed  by  the  establishment 
of  this  bank,  besides  a  sound  currency,  was  tor 
correct  the  prevailing  "disorder  of  over  trading, 
brought  on  by  over  banking."  And  how  was  this 
accomplished  ?  By  flooding  the  country  with  it* 
own  paper,  thus  affording  a  temptaUon  to  the 
local  institutions  to  aggravate  the  evil  by  sUU 
more  extensive  issues.  Within  the  brief  pen©* 
named,  the  country  was  involved  in  a  most  dis- 
astrous state  of  pecuniary  embarrassment  and 
suffering.  Heavy  and  oppressive  eurtadraeuts 
were  resorted  to.     "The  hank  was  saved,  but 
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tfe«  people. were  ruined-*'  Every  portion  of  the 
community  groaned  under  the  pressure—  com- 
mercial credit  prostrated — trade  paralyzed — 
"the  whole  train  of  mercantile  operations  de- 
ranged"— real  property  greatly  depreciated — , 
its  rents  or  profits  rapidly  declining— the  price  of 
every  staple  article  reduced-thousands  of  able  bo- 
died men  wandering  about  the  streets  of  the  larger 
cities,  unable  to  find  employment-this  dismal  pic- 
ture, taken  from  the  journals  of  the  day,  exhibits 
some  of  the  early  results  which  followed  the  estab- 
isbment  of  the  present  bank.  Yet,  I  am  dispose 
to  concede  all  the  advantages  claimed  for  it,  and 
the  greatest  of  all — its  capacity  to  furnish  a  more 
uniform  and  perhaps  a  safer  currency  than  the 
local ,  banks.  Still,  this  is  no  counterpoise  to 
my  objections,  even  on  the  score  of  expediency. 
For  one,  I  would  rather  submit  to  the  partial 
evils  of  unequal  currency,  than  be  exposed  to 
the  tremendous  influence  of  a  moneyed  corpora- 
tion, capable  at  any  moment,  from  its  peculiar 
organization  and  machinery,  of  praising  or  de- 
pressing the  value  of  every  particle  of  property 
in  the  |country.  I  would  rather  incur  a  small 
loss  in  the  shape  of  exchange,  than  that  the 
price  of  every  thing  we  have  to  buy  or  sell,  shall 
he  subject  to  the  capricious  edics  of  a  secret  irre- 
sponsible divan  in  Chesnut  street  or  elsewhere, 
at.  one  time  granting  extensive  loans  and  accom- 
modations ;  at  another,  by  its  merciless  con- 
tractions, crushing  trade,  industry,  and  enter- 
prise—to-day engaged  in  discounts  and  ex- 
changes— the  next,  devoting  its  patriotic  labors 
to  politics  and  the  press. 

To  what  extent  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
may  have  operated  as  the  remote  cause  of  "  the 
great  and  general  pressure,  and  rapid  deprecia- 
tion iof  certain  staples,"  of  which  the  memorial- 
ists complain,  I  am  unable  to  determine.  It 
•cannot  be  said,  however,  that  the  reduction  of 
discounts  by  the  bank  has  been  governed  by  the 
amount  of  public  deposites  taken  from  its  vaults, 
for  we  find  that  when  its  curtailments  commenc- 
ed on  (he  first  of  August  last  (two  months  before 
the  removal  of  the  deposi'es)  the  amount  on  de- 
posite  was  $7,599,,841;  on  the  first  of  December 
it  was  $5, 162 ,259,  making,  a  reduction  of  $2,- 
437,582;  on  the  first  of  August,  its  discounts 
•mounted  to  $64,160,349;  on  the  first  of  Decem- 
ber they  were  $54,453,104 — showing  a  very 
Urge  disproportion  between  the  reduction  of  dis- 
counts, and  the  diminution  of  deposites.  How 
far  the  operations  of  the  United  States'  Bank 
constributed  to  the  state  of  things,  which  led  to 
the  over-trading  and  excessive  importations 
of  1831,  we  may  readily  conceive,  when  the 
statements,  in  October,  1829,  show  a  total  of 
discounts  and  bills  of  exchange  of  $39,960,052; 
and  in  May,  1832,  a  total  of  $70,428,070.  "  In 
the  shot,!  period  of  two  years  and  seven  months, 
there  was  an  increase  of  $30,668,018,  in  the 
accommodations  the  bank  afforded  to  dealers." 
"Under  what  circumstances, potfiicoi  or  otherwise 
ym  enormous  argumentation  of  loans  was  made, 
it  does  not  fall  within  the  scope  of  these  desul- 
tory remarks  to  inquire.  They  form  a  port  of 
tfce  history  of  the  times,  and  had  it  pleased  the 
President  and  hisoseociates  to  allow  an  exami- 


nation into  the  more  recent  operations  and  pre- 
sent condition  of  the  institution,  the  details  thus 
elicited — with  this  increase  of  facilities — might 
have  furnished  together  a  mass  of  interesting;; 
information,  financial  and  other,  calculated  t» 
clear  up  many  points,  at  present  not  a  little  con- 
troverted. 

I  did  not  intend,  sir,  to  have  trespassed  so-> 
far  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  House.    What' 
I   have  said,  is  merely  in  defence  of  my  ow>  i 
conduct.     It  is  painful  to  me  to  oppose  the 
j  ?ishes  of  any  portion  of  my   constituents.    Iff 
/the  vote  which  i  have  given  upon  the  deposite 
[question,  is  not  ultimately  sustained  by   a  ma- 
jority of  the  district,  the  trust  confided  to  me 
must  pass  into  other  hands .     I  have  endeavor- 
ed to  execute  it  in  good  faith;  and  I  feel  that 
my   whole  course,  in  relation  to  the  United 
States  Bank  and  the  deposites ,  has  been  gov- 
erned by  a  most  rigid  and  scrupulous  regard  to  ; 
the  just  demands  of  popular  stntiment. 

There  is  one  thing  in  which  I  entirely  agree 
with  tlie  memorialists— that  is,  as  to  the  impor- 
tance of  the  pre- en'  crisis.  I'  deed,  I  question 
much  whether  there  has  ever  before  happened 
a  period  more  directly  involving  the  fate  of  pop- 
ular rights— so  pregnant  with  consequences  i 
deeply  and  vitally  affecting  the  great  principle*  | 
of  our  Government.  And  what  has  produced 
this  portentous  state  of  things?  Was  it  the  sim- 
ple act  of  transferring  the  deposites  of  the  mo« 
ney  of  the  United  States  from  this  bank,  tooth- 
er places  of  safekeeping,  whether  done  by  the 
President  himself,  or  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  >  Is  it  that  this  corporation  has  been 
wantonly  stripped,  as  is  alleged,  in  «>ne  of  her 
chartered  immunities,  by  the  ruthless  hand 
of  the  Executive  usurpation?  That  the  public 
faith  has  been  trampled  upon  by  the  power 
that  acknowledges  no  law  but  the  dictates  of  his 
own  rash,  unbridled  will?  I  would  not  venture 
to  affirm  that  very  many  in  this  body,  and  else- 
where, do  not  honestly  entertain  that  opinion. 
But  of  this  I  am  as  perfectly  confident  as  I  can. 
be  of  any  thing,  that  within  less  than  twelve  ■■ 
months  from  '  his  day ,  nine-tenths  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  will  laugh  to  scorn  an 
idea,  in  my  view  so  utterly  preposterous.  Sir, 
the  ominous  speculations  of  a  certain  class  of 
political  soothsayers,  are  destined  to  a  most  wo-  • 
ful  disappointment.  The  gloom,  and  distress,- 
and  panic  must  pa<s  away,  as  the  incantations 
of  the  enchanter  cease,  and  the  country  will 
raise  from  the  pressure — if  not  with  increased  i 
wealth,  the  wiser  and  better,  and  with  renewed 
energy  to  withstand  future  trials.  The  inde- 
pendence of  the  people  of  the  United  States  is 
not  to  be  broken  down — their  spirits  are  not  to 
be  subdued  by  the  formidable  discipline,  the 
disastrous  energies  of  an  overshadowing  colos- 
sal moneyed  power.  It  cannot  be,  that  the 
events  of  the  last  five  months,  and  especially 
the  seen  s  enacted  here,  will  escape  the  jealou* 
vigilance  of  the  people.  They  cannot  fail  to 
perceive,  that  the  just  retaliation  brought  up- 
on the  bank  by  its  own  gross  misconduct,  has 
been  met  by  a  resistance  calculated  to  rouse  the 
eerious  alarms  of  every  .man,  who  would  repel 
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the  encroachments  of  a  corporate  despotism, 
that  threatens  to  overthrow  every  principle  of 
the  Constitution;  and.  in  the  language  of  one, 
who  k would  seem  to  be  touched  with  almost 
prophetic  inspiration,  "  to  convey  our  liberties 
to  a  sepulchre  of  gold." 

And  after  debate  by  Mr.  LOYALL. 
.  The  said  memorial  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

,  The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of 
"Washington  and  Athens,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
for  the  restoration  of  the  deposite  of  the  public 
money  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  the  removal  of  the  charter  of  said  bank; 
which  memorial  was  presented  by  Mr.  VIN- 
TON on  the  19th  instant;  when 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  that  the  said  memorials 
be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  which  is 
committed  the  bill  (No.  443,)  regulating  the 
deposite  of  the  money  of  the  United  States 
in  local  banks;  which  motion  was  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

The  Hcuse  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Belmont,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  for  the  restora- 
tion of  the  deposite  of  the  public  money  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  a>  d  for  the  renewal 
of  the  charter  of  the  said  bank;  which  memo- 
rial was  presented  by  Mr.  BELL,  of  Ohio,  on 
the  19th  instant :  when  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  said  memorial  do  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  memorial  of  the  inhabitant's  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Wayne,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  present 
ed  by  M  .  McCARTYon  the  19th  instant,  was 
called  up  for  consideration:   when 

The  consideration  of  said  memorial  was  fur- 
ther postponed  until  Monday  next,  the  2d  of 
of  June,  proximo. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  inhabitants  of 
the  county  of  Jones,  in  the  Sta'e  of  Mississppi, 
approving  the  removal  of  the  deposites  of  the 
public  money  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  against  the  renewal  of  the  charter 
of  that  bank,  presented  by  Mr.  PLUMMER  on 
the  19th  instant,  when  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  said  proceedings  do  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  inh  bitants  of 
the  county  of  Pike,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
in  favor  of  a  restoration  of  the  public  deposites 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  presented  by 
Mr.  PLUMMER  on  the  19th  instant;  when  it 
was 

Ordered,  That  the  said  proceedings  do  lie  on 
the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lowrie 
their  Secretary. 

'  >Ir  Sfbaker  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of 
this  House  of  the  following  tit'es,  vix : 

No.  ft.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Martha  Bajly 
arid  others. 

"No.1  322.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
rt-prta*ntativcs  of  Joseph  Row e,  deceased. 


No.  43.  An  act  for  t'>e  relief  of  Fancia  Bar. 
ham  and  her  husband  F  elding  Barham. 

No.  148.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  George-  R. 
Jackson. 

No.  170.  An  act  granting  the  nght  of  pre- 
emption to  John  Yantes 

No.  225.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Asa  Hart- 
field,  his  assignee,  a  legal  representative,  with 
an  amendment  to  No.  27,  for  the  relief  of  Mar* 
tha  Baily  and  others;  to  which  amendment  I 
am  directed  to  »sk  the  concurrence  of  this 
House;  the  Senate  have  also  passed  bills  of  the 
following  titles,  viz: 

No.  66.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Wal- 
ler. 

No.  74.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  J. 
Ward. 

No.  81.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  admin- 
istrators of  Bolitba  Laws,  deceased 

No.  83.  An  act  to  remove  the  office  of  Sur- 
veyor General  of  the  public  lands  in  Ohio,  In- 
diana, and  the  Michigan  Territory. 

No.  88.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant 
Archibald  S.  Campbell. 

No.  89.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Walcott 
Chauncey. 

No.  164.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Colonel  A. 
R.  Wooley,  in  which  bills  I  am  instructed  to 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House;  and  then  he 
withdrew. 

A  ir.essage  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  pri- 
vate Secretary;  notifying  that  the  President 
did,  on  the  23d  instant,  approve  and  sign,  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  S.  Flemming,  admin- 
istrator de  bonis  non  of  John  Syme,  deceased. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOWELL,  by  leave, 

Resolved,  That  the  Commit' ee  on  Revolution- 
ary  Pensions,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  placing  upon  the  pension  roll 
Benjamin  Eaton,  a  soldier  in  the  revolution. 

Leave  being  given,  Mr.  WARD  moved  that 
five  thousand  copies,  extra,  be  piinted  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  made  on  the 
1 7th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  continuance  of 
the  Military  Academy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BOND,  by  leave, 

Iletulved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  causing 
a  survey  and  examination  to  be  made  by  a  com- 
petent Engineer  of  the  rou  e  between  Cumber- 
land, in  VI ai) land,  and  Newrv  or  Hallidaysburf, 
in  Huntington  county,  Pennsylvania,  with  a 
view  to  connect  the  Chcapeake  and  Ohio  Ca- 
nal, and  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  by  a  turnpike 
or  rail  road  as  may  appear  most  expedient. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHILTON,  by  leave, 

Resdved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pott 
Office  and  Pos»  Road*,  be  instructed  to  inquire 
,nto  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  roete 
from  Brandenburg,  in  the  county  of  Mead,  to 
Kentucky,  by  way  of  the  Big  Spring  Post  Of- 
fice, and  Wt|ite  Sulphur  Springs,  in  Gra\«on 
county,  to  Litchfield 

Leave  being  given,  Mr.  MILLER  moved  that 
50,000  copies  extra,  be  printed,  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  appointed  on  the  4»h  of  Ae«i 
last ,  to  make  certain  inquiries  in  relation  !• 
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tfce  Bank  of  the  U.  States;  as,  also,  of  the  re- 
port of  the  minority  of  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  HIESTER  moved  that  15,000  copies  of 
•aid  reports  be  printed. 

Mr.  HENRY  KING  moved,  that  10,000  co- 
pies  of  said  reports  be  printed. 

Mr.  GILLETT  moved  that  25,000  copies  of 
M»d  reports  be  printed. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  to  amend  the  said  mo- 
tions, by  directing  the  said  reports  to  be  so  at- 
tacked, as  to  form  a  single  pamphlet. 

These  motions  to  print,  were  laid  on  the  table 
one  day,  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  HALL  presented  a  petition  of 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  China,  in  the  State 
of  Maine. 

Mr.  BURNS  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  county 
•f  Grafton,  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  BROWN  presented  a  petition  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  of  Schoharie,  in  the  State  of 
New- York,  praying,  respectively,  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  post  roads  therein  mentioned  and 
described. 

Ordered,  that  the  said  petitions  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  presented  a  petition  of  Daniel 
Spencer,  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  prayin? 
for  a  pension.  J    ° 

'.  Mr.  SAMUEL  CLARKE  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Israel  Reeve ,  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
praying  for  an  increase  of  pension. 

Ordered,  that  the  said  petitions  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  BROWN  presented  a  petition  of  Roswell 
Wood  worth,  of  the  State  of  New-York,  praying 
for  an  increase  of  pension;  which  petition  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

Mr.  STODDERT  presented  a  petition  of 
Theodore  Middleton,  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
praying  to  be  paid  the  commutation  of  half  pay 
for  hfe,  to  which  he  conceives  himself  entitled 
*»  an  officer  of  the  Maryland  line,  of  the  army 
•f  the  revolution. 

Mr.  BEATTY  presented  a  petition  of  Thos. 
Craves,  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  praying  to 
■«  piud  for  his  services  as  an  express  rider  in 
the  revolutionary  war. 

Ordered,  that  the  said  petitions  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 
s  Mr.  LINCOLN  presented  a  petition  of  inhab- 
Hants  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  praying  for 
the  passage  of  a  law  extending  to  parties  to  ac- 
tions arising  under  the  patent  laws,  the  right  to 
a  writ  of  error,  or  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme 
Courts,  in  all  cases  where  the  matter  is  in  dis- 
pute, or  the  sum  for  which  judgment  is  re- 
covered exceeds  five  hundred  dollars  ;  which 
memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
toe  Judiciary. 

Mr.  OSGOOD  presented  a  petition  of  Abel 
Roads  John  Roads,  and  Joseph  Glass,  of  Mar. 
Wetoead,  ,„  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  praying 
to  be  paid  the  bounty  allowed  on  a  fishing  voy- 
»p,  which  was  commenced  by  their  Schooner 
m»iyi  which  achooner  was  wrecked  and  loot 


during  said  voyage;  which  memorial  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  OSGOOD  pressnted  a  memorial  of  in- 
habitants of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  against 
a  renewal  of  the  letters  patent  heretofore  grant, 
ed  John  Ames,  for  a  machine  to  manufacture 
paper. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  presented  a  petition  of 
Dan.  Pease,  Jr.  of  the  county  of  Oneida,  in  tke  ' 
State  of  New  York,    praying   that  the   letter 
patent  heretofore  granted  him  for  an  improve- 
ment in  the  Smut  Machine,  may  be  renewed. 

Ordered,  that  the  said  petitions  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 

Mr.  BROWN  presented  a  petition  of  inhab- 
itants of  the  State  of  New  York,  of  the  same 
tenor  and  effect  as  the  petition  j  r  rented  this 
day  by  Mr.  Lincolk,  from  inhabitants  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts;  which  memorial  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  presented 
a  petition  of  Conrad  Rontzonn,  of  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  praying  to  be  reimbursed  the  sum  of 
75  dollars,  paid  to  redeem  himself  from  Indian 
captivity  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  BEATTY  presented  a  petition  of  Drury 
Holt,  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  praying  to  be    j 
paid  for  a  horse  lost  in  the  service  of  the  Uni-     I 
ted  State-;  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Bitdn. 

Mr.  MOORE  presented  a  petition  of  Richard 
Pool,  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  praying  to  be' 
paid  the  balance  which  he  conceives  to  be  due 
for  his  services  as  a  member  of  the  Petersburg 
Volunteers,  in  service  in  the  late  war  with, 
Great  Britain. 

Ordered,  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  ADAMS,  of  New-York, 

Ordered,  that  the  petition  of  Oiigen  B ,1 

be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on   Invalid 
Pensions. 

Mr.  DEMING  presented  a  memorial  of  inha- 
bitants of  the  town  of  Montpelier  and  its  vic'in-' 
ity,  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  praying  that  slave-  , 
ry   within  the    District  of  Columbia,   may'  be*   , 
abolished  ;  which  memorial  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

Mr.  FREDERICK  WHITTLESEY  present- 
ed  a  memorial  of  like  tenor  and  effect,  from' 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Monroe,  in  the 
State  of  New  York;  which  was  referred  to  the1 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  i 

Mr.  CLAY  presented  a  petition  of  Isaac' 
Wellborn,  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying 
that  his  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Jackson  coun- 
ty, in  said  State,  may  be  confirmed  ;  which  pe- 
tition was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

Memorials,  petitions,  resolutions  and  proceed- 
ings in  favor  of  a  restoration  of  the  public  depo- 
sites  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  of  a 
renewal  or  extension  of  the  charter  of  said  bank, 
or  the  incorporation  of  another  bank  to  go  into 
operation  when  the  charter  of  the  present  Bank 
of  the  United  States  shall  expire;  or  that  other 
measures  may  be  adopted  to  relieve  the  public 
distress  were  presented. 
The  messsage  received  from  the  President  of 


May  37.] 


fRBGISTER  OF  DBBATBS. 


841 


the  United  States,  on  the  23d  inst.  was  read, 
and  is  as  follows: 

7h  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  U.  S. 

I  transmit  a  letter  from  the  Marquis  de  Ro- 
ohambeau,  to  the  Minister  of  the  U.  States,  in 
France,  together  with  a  translation  of  the  same, 
referring  to  the  petition  of  certain  descendants 
of  the  Count  de  Rochambeau,  which  was  com- 
municated to  the  House  of  Representatives  with 
my  message  of  the  22d  Feb.,  1833.  Extracts 
from  the  dispatches  of  Mr.  Livingston,  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  respecting  the  same  sub- 
ject, are  also  sent. 

I  likewise  transmit,  for  the  consideration  of 
the  House,  a  petition  from  the  heirs  of  the  Baron 
de  Kalb,  accompanied  by  a  note  from  General 
Lafayette,  praying  a  renumeration  for  the  ser- 
Tices  rendered  by  the  Baron  to  the  United  States 
during  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Washington,  19th  May,  1834. 

Ordered  that  the  said  message  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
No.  397,  entitled  an  act  to  revive  and  amend  an 
act  for  the  relief  of  certain  insolvent  debtors  of 
the  United  States,  passed  on  the  2nd  day  of 
March,  1831,  and  an  act  in  addition  thereto, 
passed  on  the  14th  July,  1832,  were  read  and 
leferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  No. 
27,  entitled,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Martha  Bai- 
ley, and  others,  was  read|  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

Ordered  that  the  clerk  acquaint  the  Senate 
therewith. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles, 
yiz: 

No.  61.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Ro- 
binson, daughter  of  Lieutenant  Richd.  Wilde, 
deceased. 

No.  66.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Wal- 
ler. 

No.  74.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  J. 
Hand. 

No.  80.  An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  en- 
titled, an  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts 
imposing  duties  on  imports,  approved  July  14, 
1832. 

No.  81.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  adminis- 
trators of  Bolitha  Laws,  deceased. 

No.  83.  An  act  to  remove  '.he  office  of  the 
Surveyor  General  of  the  public  lands  in  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  the  Michigan  Territory. 

No.  88.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant 
Archibald  S.  Campbell. 

No.  89.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wolcott 
Chaunccy. 

No.  164.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  Mann. 

No.  172.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Col.  A.  R. 
Woolley. 

No.  177.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

Were  severally  read  the  first  and  second  time 
and  referred. 

No.  61.  The  Committe  on  Invalid  Pension? « 
No.  66.  To  the  Committee  of  Claims.) 


No.  74.  To  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

No  80.  To  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means 

No.  81.  To  the  Committee  of  Claims, 

No.  83.  To  the  Committee  of  the  PuWic 
Lands. 

No.  88.  To  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

No.  89.  To  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

No.  164.  To  the  Commiltee  of  Claims. 

No.  172.  To  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs. 

No.  127.  To  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  until  to-mor- 
row at  11  o'clock  A.  M. 


SENATE. 
Tuesday,  Mat  27. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  Sec- 
retary. 

Mr.  SMITH  presented  a  remonstrance  of 
sundry  citizens  of  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
against  the  renewal  of  the  patent  of  John  Amegj 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  EWING  presented  a  Memorial  signed  by 
1,163  individuals  and  voters  of  the  county  of 
Washington,  Ohio,  on  the  present  state  of  af- 
fairs in  the  country,  complaining  of  the  remo- 
val of  the  deposites,  and  of  the  distress  per- 
vading that  part  of  the  community.  They  de- 
clared that  the  required  credit,  and  that  the  de- 
struction of  credit  was  the  destruction  of  their 
property;  at  leas',  that  it  had  proved  so  with 
them.  They  were  little  connected,  perhaps 
none  at  all,  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States; 
they  had  a  bank  of  their  own,  and  perhaps  fell 
the  pressure  as  little  as  any  part  of  the  commu- 
nity; but  Mr.  E.  said  the  Western  country  muBt 
necessarily  suffer,  and  perhaps  more  than  any 
other  section  of  the  United  States,  because  its 
recent  settlement  subjected  the  pe«ple  to  pe- 
culiar embarrassments,  many  of  whom  had  not 
been  there  long  enough  to  pay  for  their  farms; 
they  therefore  did  feel  and  must  feel  a  pres- 
sure. The  people  of  this  county  were  the  first 
setters  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  they  were  the  pio- 
neers of  the  West.  Mr.  E.  moved  that  the 
memorial  be  read,  referred  and  printed,  with 
the  signatures,  and  it  was  so  ordered.     •>«* 

Mr/WEBSTEit  said  the  enlightened  and  be- 
nevolent portion  of  the  community,  in  the  midst 
of  which  he  had  the  pleasure  to  resile,  had 
been,  of  late  years,  much  occupying  their 
thoughts  with  the  means  of  the  ameliora'ion  of 
the  moral  condition,  habits  and  education  of  the 
sailors  connected  with  the  mercantile  comnsa- 
nity  of  the  United  States.  It  had  been  consi- 
dered a  very  important  and  patriotic  object,  W 
elevate  the  character  of  this  numerous  and  re 
spectable  class;  to  give  them  the  means  of  edu- 
cation to  a  certain  extent;  to  give  them  instruc- 
tion in  morals,  and  to  teach  them  the  value  oC 
their  profits,  by  savings  institutions,  and  other 
means  adapted"  to  their  condition.  They  were 
aided  in  theee  objects  by  a  man  of  extraordi- 
nary character  and  talent,  a  clergyman  coming 
fr*a  the  class  Uaclf,  a  preacher  in  marine  4v 
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pels,  and  other  places  adapted  to  the  worship 
of. seamen,  and  some  improvement  had  been 
made  of  that  class  of  people.  Those  persons 
presenting1  this  memorial  to  Congress,  stated: 
[Mr.  W.  read  a  part  of  the  memorial,  urging 
the  claims  of  sailors  on  the  community?  the  im- 

Krtance  of  giving  them  intellectual  and  moral 
owledge,  and  asking  aid  from  Congress.] 
The  memorial,  Mr.  W.  said,  was  signed  by 
some  of  the  principal  men  in  Massachusetts; 
then  by  the  municipal  officers  of  the  city;  by 
the  whole  of  the  clergy;  then  there  was  a  long 
column  of  merchants;  another  of  ship  owners; 
of  master  mariners,  and  seamen. 

Mr.  W.  said,  it  was  known  that  this  class  of 
persons,  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  were  suppos- 
ed to  be  objects  of  peculiar  care  to  govern- 
ment; they  were  so  considered  in  the  United 
States.  Part  of  their  earnings  had  been  here- 
tofore laid  aside  for  the  use  of  sick  and  disabled 
seamen;  and  perhaps  it  would  be  no  extrava- 
gant extension  of  that  principle  to  apply  a  part 
to  the  purpose  of  their  education.  But,  how- 
ever this  might  be,  the  subject  was  at  least  well 
deserving  of  the  consideration  of  Congress,  and 
Mr.  W.  therefore  asked  that  the  memorial 
might  be  printed,  with  the  names,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  which  was  or- 
dered accordingly. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pension",  reported  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolution; 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  SHEPLRY,  from  the  Committee  on  Re- 
volutionary  Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  re- 
port on  the  peti'i'-n  of  Col.  George  Gibson; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  unfavorable  report,  from  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs,  on  the  petition  of  John  Wal- 
ker, was  also  accepted. 

RETURN  OF  THE  DEPOSITES. 

Mr.  CLAY  gave  notice  that  he  should  to- 
morrow ask  leave  to  introduce  a  joint  resolu- 
tion, for  the  object  of  re-asserting  what  the 
Senate  had  already  declared,  that  the  reasons  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  removing  the 
public  money  from  the  Ba  .k  of  the  United 
States,  are  insufficient  and  unsatisfactory  ;  and 
to  provide  that  from  and  after  the  l«t  day  of 
July  next,  al!  the  deposites  of  the  public  money 
should  be  made  in  the  United  States'Bank  and 
its  branches,  according  to  the  16th  section  of 
its  charter. 

The  unfavorable  report  from  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs,  on  the  petition  of  Alexander 
McNair,  was  adopted. 

The  following  r*selution  offered: 

By  Mr.  PRESTON. 

Resobed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War,  report 
to  the  Senate  a  statement  showing  the  names 
of  the  several  pensioners  who  are  now,  or  may 
have  been  heretofore  placed  on  the  pension 
rolls,  designating  their  rank,  annual  allowance, 
the  sums  whvcii  they  have  severally  received, 
the  laws  under  which  their  pensions  have  been 
grasted,  the  date  when  placed  upon  the  roll. 


they  severally  reside.  Also  the  names  of  the 
Pension  Agents,  who  have  received  compensa- 
tion as  such,  and  the  amount  of  such  compen- 
sation, and  the  act  under  which  it  was  allowed; 
the  names  of  the  clerks  who  are  arid  who  have 
been  employed  in  the  Pension  Office,  and'  the 
sums  paid  them  as  compensa'ion,  with  an  ag- 
gregate statement  of  the  whole  sum  disbursed 
on  account  of  pensions.  ' 

By  Mr.POINDEXTER: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry be  directed  to  communicate  to  the  Senate 
copies  of  the  several  reports  made  by  the 
Agents  appointed  to  examine  into  the  condition 
of  the  Land  Office  for  the  ale  of  public  lands, 
and  the  conduct  of  the  several  Registers  and 
Receivers  during  the  year  1833,  together  with 
the  documents  and  other  evidence  annexed  to 
said  reports. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said  that  the  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  of  the  contested  election  of 
Rhode  Island  had  been  postponed  on  a  previ- 
ous d  iy,  and  made  the  special  order  for  the 
day.  It  was  desirable  for  all  parties  that  this 
matter  should  be  brought  to  a  close;  and  he 
therefore  moved  to  postpone  the  general  order 
of  the  day,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the 
special  order. 

The  question  beiner  put,  it  was  so  ordered    f 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said,  that  the  report  o 
the  majority  of  the  committee  on  the  Rhode  Is- 
land elections  having  been  already  read  in  the 
Senate,  he  would  not  call  again  for  the  reading 
of  it,  except  the  hon.  Senator  from  New  York,. 
(Mr.  Wkight,)  wished  for  the  reading  of  the 
teport  made  by  the  minority,  he  would  call  for 
the  reading  >->f  both.  He  moved  the  reading  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee. 

The  report  was  then  read. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  then  moved  for  the  reading  of 
his  report. 

Mr.  CLAY  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  read- 
ing it;  but,  qftera  few  words  from  Mr.  Wbioht, 
he  withdrew  his  objection. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  then  read  his  report. 

The  resolution  at  the  close  of  the  Report  of 
the  Committee,  was  then  adopted  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Calhoun,  Cham- 
bers, Clay,  Clavton,  Ewing,  Frelinghuysen, 
Hendricks',  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  McKean,  Man- 
gum,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Preston, 
Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tip- 
ton, Tomlinson,  Waggaman,  Webster— 27. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth, 
Grundy,  Hill,  Kane,  King  ef  Ala.,  King  of  Geo., 
Linn,  Morris,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Tallmadge, 
White,  Wilkins,  Wright— 16. 

So    Mr.   Robbins  was  declared  to  be  duty 
elected  Senator  from  Rhode  Island. 
AMENDMENT  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Another  special  order  now  came  up-—the 
proposed  amendment,  offered  by  Mr.  Bibb,  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  9tates. 

Mr.  Bibb  had  only  commenced  his,  remarks 


their  ages,  sod  the  States  and  counties  in  which   on  the  subject  of  his  amendment,  when,  fraa 
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the  lateness  of  the  hour,  he  gave  way  to  a  mo- 1 
tioa  to  adjourn;  and 
The  Senate  adjourned  accordingly. 

1  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mr.  ELISHA  WHITTLESEY,  from  the  Conv 
-Bttttee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
©f  Nathaniel  P.  Tatum,  accompanied  by  a  bill, 
(No.  494,1  for  his  relief,  which  bill  was  read 
the  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  HouBe  to  morrow 

Mr.  ELISHA  WHITTLESEY,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  made  unfavorable  reports  on 
the  petitions  of  Naham  Fay,  and  William  Lythe, 
which  were  severally  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PATTON,  frpm  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affair-,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Abel  Griggs,  made  an  unfavorable  report  there- 
on, which  was  read  and  1  <id  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PATTON, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  pet  tion  of  Captain  P.  A.  Parker, 
amd  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Ae  J  diciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Abel  Wood,  made  a  teport  thereon,  accom. 
ponied  by  a  bill,  (No.  495,)  for  liis  relief,  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mi.  KING,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Benjamin 
Franklin  Stickney,  made  a  report  thereon,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill,  (No.  496,)  which  was  read 
Hie  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee, from  the  Committee 
oa  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  (No  397,) 
entitled  "an  act  to  revise  and  amend  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  certain  insolvent  debtors  of  the 
United  States,  passed  on  the  2d  day  of  March, 
1831,  and  an  act  in  addition  thereto,  passed  on 
the  14th  of  July,  1832,  reported  the  agreement 
of  the  committee  to  the  said  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  then  read  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  and  concurred  in  by  the  Housf. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  acquaint  the  Senate 
therewi'h. 

Mr.  BELL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Se- 
sate,  (No.  165,)  entitled  "an  act  in  addition  to 
the  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  punish- 
ment of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  March  3d, 
3625,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
•aid  bill  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WISE,  from  the  Committee  appointed  on 
the  13th  of  May,  inst.,  on  the  Memorial  of  citi- 
**ns  of  Yorktown,  in  the  State  of  Virginia, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill,  (No.  497,) 
to  carry  into  effect  a  resolution  of  Congress, 
yawed  on  the  29th  day  of  October,  1781,  to  erect 
a  marble  column  at  York,  in  Virginia,  which 
hill  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  com 
mrtted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
the  State  of  the  Union. 


The  rule  being  suspended  (or  the  purpose, 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  motion  made  by  Mr.  MILLER,  yesterday, 
that  30,000  copies,  extra,  be  printed  of  the  Re- 
Dort  of  the  Committee  appointed  on  the  4th  of 
April  laBt  to  make  certain  inquiries  in  relation  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  as  also,  of  the 
Report  of  the  minority  of  the  said  Committee. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  rose  to  offer  an  amendment,  or 
rather  modification,  as  to  the  mode  of  printing 
these  reports:  it  was,  that  they  should  be 
printed  together,  as  the  whole  report  of  one 
committee;  and  that  the  documents  should  be 
attached  to  both  reports. 

Mr.  MILLER  having  said,  that  owing  to  the 
confusion  and  noise  in  the  Hall,  he  had  act 
heard  the  member  from  Massachusetts, 

Mr.  BRIGGS  repeated  the  exp  anation  as  to 
the  object  of  his  motion;  and,  further  asked 
the  gentleman  from  Pa.,  (Mr.  Millbh,)  to  ac- 
cept of  it,  as  a  modification. 

Mr.  MILLER  objected. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  then  said,  that  the  first  reason 
of  his  motion  was,  to  save  expense,  by  print- 
ing but  one  set  »f  documents  instead  of  two. 
HN  next,  and  principal  reason  was  this:  when 
Congress  appropriated  the  public  money  for 
priming,  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  disseminat- 
ing information  amongst  the  people — full  infor- 
mation. This  was  the  only  tenable  ground  on 
which  such  appropriations  could  be  made  at 
all.  It  was  to  enable  the  people  to  form  their 
own  opinions.  When  the  representatives  of 
that  reopW  ,n  that  House  differed,  it  was  but 
right  that  the  people  should  see  both  state- 
ments together,  so  as  to  be  able  to  judge  of 
their  respective  merits.  It  hsd  moreover.been 
the  usual  practice  of  the  H  >uae  to  print  both 
reports  (when  there  were  two)  together.  He 
wished  that  thee  reports  might  go  forth  hand 
in  hand,  and  thus  be  laid  before  the  people  in 
company,  and  at  the  same  time.  If  they  sent 
them  forth  separately,  the  example  of  the 
House  would  assuredly  be  followed  by  the 
presses  of  tie  country;  and  thus,  ths  adTantage 
of  a  comparison  of  the  statements  and  argu- 
ments of  the  two  reports,  would  not  be  lost  to 
their  constituents.  He  would  now  offer  hie 
proposition,  as  an  amendment. 

Mr.  LANE  hoped  that  the  amendment  would 
not  prevail.  Although  he  agreed  with  that 
irrntleman  in  some  of  his  observations,  he  dif- 
fered with  him  as  to  what  would  be  the  effect 
of  his  motion.  He  agreed  with  that  g  ntle- 
man,  that  the  object  of  expending  the  public 
money  i-a  printing,  was  to  disseminate  infor- 
mation among  t  the  people;  but  the  course 
w  hich  he  ( Mr.  L. )  pursued  was  this:  to  a  bank 
man  he  sent  a  bank  report,  and  to  an  anti-bank 
an  anti  bank  report.  This  would  lead  each  to 
be  desirous  of  reading  the  ether  report  If* 
were  true  that  members  would  send  out  one 
report,  and  not  the  other,  then  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  would  b« 
necessary  and  proper.  But  such  they  oouM 
not  suppose  would  be  the  ease.  If  there  were 
to  be  but  one  set  of  documents  appended  so  the 
two  reports,  to  which  were  they  to  he  sttoeh- 
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edf    If  they  were  to  judge  from  the  act  of  the 

Ciblic  printer,  the  majority  report  would  be 
ft  without  documents;  and  they  would  be  at- 
tached to  the  other.  The  reports  had  been 
already  published  separately.  There  was  no 
fear  that  the  report  of  the  minority  would  not 
be  plentifully  circulated;  as  speeches  made  in 
that  House  had  been.  For  his  own  part,  he 
had  circulated  amongst  his  constituents  every 
speech  which  had  been  made  in  that  House  or 
the  other,  on  this  distracting  subject,  that  they 
might  see  and  judge  for  themselves  who  were 
the  true  friends  of  the  country,  and  of  their  in- 
terests. He  perceived  that  but  127  copies 
would  come  to  his  individual  share,  even  if  the 
largest  number  proposed  was  printed.  If  it 
were  1000,  he  would  cheerfully  frank  and  send 
off  the  whole. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  said,  the  importance  of 
these  reports  must  commend  itself  to  the  mind 
of  every  one  in  that  House.  He  thought  no 
member  there  could  be  otherwise  than  anxious 
that  his  constituents  should  see  them,  and  in 
such  a  way  as  to  be  able  to  examine  both ,  and 
compare  them  together.  He  rose  principally, 
however,  to  say,  that  when  the  documents  had 
been  sought  for  the  purpose  of  reading  them, 
they  were  no  where  to  be  found.  Where  the 
report  of  the  majority  was  first  found,  was  in 
the  columns  of  the  Globe.  How  it  found  its 
way  there  was  more  than  he  could  tell.  As  re- 
spected the  order  of  that  House  to  the  public 
printer,  he  was  sure  no  blame  was  attached  to 
Messrs.  Gales  &  Seaton;  these  gentlemen  had 
done  their  duty;  he  wished  he  could  say  as  much 
for  the  Editor  of  the  Globe.  In  the  columns 
of  that  paper,  they  found  the  report  of  the  ma- 
jority, printed  by  itself,  and  sent  forth  to  the 
country  in  advance  of  the  other.  And  it  was 
now  proposed  to  send  them  out  again,  distinct. 
No!  let  them  be  printed  together;  let  them  go 
forth  together;  and  let  the  people  read  both 
and  judge  for  themselves.  He  hoped  the  a- 
mendraent  of  the  honorable  member  from  Mass. 
would  prevail. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  thought  it  proper  to  state 
to  the  House,  that  he  was,  casually,  present  in 
the  office  of  Messrs.  Gales  &  Seaton,  whan  a 
note  was  received  from  a  member  of  that  House 
from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Muhlkn- 
bbrb,)  and  who  was  also  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, intimating  tbat  it  was  not  the  intention 
of  the  committee  to  print  the  appendix  to  the 
report  of  the  majority;  and  that  it  was  not  in- 
cluded, in  his  opinion,  in  the  order  of  the 
House;  this  was  after  the  appendix  was  in 
type. 

Mr.  MUHLENBERG  explained;  he  had  only 
spoken  as  to  the  journal. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  he  was  satisfied  that  a 
very  brief  explanation  would  settle  the  whole 
matter.  In  the  first  place,  with  regard  to  the 
proposition  to  print  these  reports  together,  he 
would  assure  gentlemen  he  apprehended  no  se- 
rious evil  from  their  conjoint  circulation.  He 
should  be  sorry  to  think  that  the  perusal  of  any 
thing  contained  in  the  Report  of  the  Minority 
oauld  shake  the  arguments  or  conclusions  of  the 


other  report.  Not  a  single  fact  in  their  Report 
was  denied  in  that  of  the  minority.  But  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Ba*e«s,) 
seemed  to  suppose  that  money  would  be  saved 
by  printing  both  these  reports  together.  It  was 
not  so.  The  two  appendices  were  widely  differ- 
ent from  each  other.  That  of  the  majority  was 
more  full — more  ample;  its  arrangement  was 
different;  it  would  not  suit  the  purposes  of  the 
Minority  Report.  These  two  appendices  must, 
then,  of  necessity,  be  printed  separately.  With 
regard  to  the  printing  of  these  reports  together, 
would  a  piece  of  twine  compel  a  member  to 
send  them  together?  Could  not  any  member 
who  pleased  separate  them,  and  send  them  sepa- 
rate? There  was  another  matter  to  which  h? 
wished  to  allude.  They  were  told  that  the  do- 
cuments could  not  be  published  with  the  Report, 
because  the  copy  was  not  to  be  found.  This 
was  the  fact.  Immediately  after  the  documents 
with  the  report  had  been  presented  to  the  House, 
application  was  made  to  him  by  the  Editor  of  the 
Globe,  that  he  would  enable  him  to  get  a  copy  for 
immediate  publication,  without  waiting  three  or 
four  days  till  they  were  printed.  Not  having  had 
any  experience  himself,  he  (Mr.  T)  applied  to 
other  members  of  that  House,  more  experienced, 
and  learning  that  it  was  customary,  he  applied  t» 
Mr.  Burch  to  permit  one  of  his  clerks  to  make  a 
copy,  but  on  no  account  to  let  the  original  go 
out  of  his  hands.  This  was  done.  But  he 
would  state  that  the  appendix  had  been  put  in  the 
hands  of  the  public  printer  at  the  same  time  as 
the  report.  The  error  had  been  in  this — that 
the  printer  to  the  House  had  supposed  the  appen- 
dix was  not  to  be  printed,  because  it  was  inti- 
mated that  the  order  of  the  House  did  not  in- 
clude the  printing  of  the  whole  journal.  He 
(Mr.  T.)  had  been  himself  to  their  office,  and 
explained  to  Messrs.  Gales  &  Seaton  the  injus- 
tice, which  had  been  done  the  majority  of  the 
Committee  by  the  omission  to  print  the  appendix 
with  their  report.  The  report  and  appendix 
were  both  put  in  the  hands  of  the  printer  on  Fri- 
day last. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  begged  leave  to  explain.  He 
had  said  that  these  two  appendices  were  the 
same;  he  thought  they  were.  But  he  found 
such  was  not  the  case.  He  had  not  seen  them 
himself  until  just  now;  and  had  fallen  into  the 
mistake  owing  to  information  he  had  received 
from  an  hon.  gentleman  to  whom  he  applied  o* 
this  subject. 

Mr.  E.  EVERETT  wished  to  say  a  few  words 
in  behalf  of  persons  who  were  not  |there  to  de- 
fend themselves;  he  meant  the  printers  to  that 
House,  who  had  been  accused  of  negligence  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duty. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  of  Md.,  explained.  He  had 
not  accused  them  of  any  such  negligence  a* 
would  justify  a  grave  charge  against  them  before 
that  House. 

Mr.  E.  EVERETT  resumed.  He  had  not  so 
understood  the  gentleman — but  that  he  had  ac- 
cused them  of  negligence  he  (Mi.  T.)  allowed. 
He  ( Mr.  E.)  wished,  then,  to  offer  some  expla- 
nation as  to  this  matter.  It  was  supposed  by 
the  printer*  that  the  journal  of  the  CeaMtttee 
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wm  not  ordered  to  be  printed.  They  asked  his 
adviee  on  the  subject,  and  he  agreed  in  opinion 
with  them;  but  had  advised  them,  at  the  same 
lime,  not  to  take  his  opinion,  but  to  apply  to  a 
member  of  the  majority.  They  did  so;  and  the  im- 
pression of  that  gentleman  was  the  sane.  They 
had  acted  under  advice  then,  and  were  so  far  justi- 
fied. So  much  for  the  charge  of  negligence  a- 
gainst  the  public  printers.  But  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee,  (Mr.  Thomas,)  had  said,  that  the  ap- 
pendix of  the  majority  would  not  suit  the  pur- 
poses of  the  minority .  He  did  not  know  whether 
the  phrase  "suit  the  purposes,"  was  intended  to 
be  used  offensively  or  not.  He  would  presume 
the  latter.  With  regard  to  the  appendix  of  the 
minority,  it  contained  the  whole  of  the  original 
correspondence,  with  the  exception  of  one  or 
two  letters  of  no  importance.  It  was  printed 
from  manuscript  which  he  had  caused  to  be  pre- 
,  pared  himself,  and  not,  as  stated  in  a  paper  that 
morning,  from  manuscript  severed  from  the  docu- 
ments of  the  majority.  With  regard  to  the  mode 
of  printing  these  reports,  he  contended  that  the 
mode  proposed  by  his  colleague  was  the  usual 
mode.  Mr.  E.  adduced  several  cases  in  which 
two  reports  of  one  Committee  had  been  so 
printed.  In  one  case,  a  former  Clerk  of  that 
House  had  been  applied  to,  to  let  one  of  two 
reports  go  out  to  be  printed  separately.  That 
officer  refused,  as  being  contrary  to  the  custom 
of  the  House;  and  said  that  he  could  not  do  so 
without  the  express  order  of  the  presiding  officer 
of  the  House.  He  was  appealed  to,  also,  but 
refused  to  give  his  permission.  That  it  had  been 
done  in  the  present  instance,  was  owing,  in  his 
opinion,  on  the  part  of  the  present  Clerk,  to  his 
not  being  aware  of  the  practice  of  the  House. — 
He  hoped  the  amendment  of  his  colleague  would 
prevail;  and  that  they  would  have  both  reports 
bound  up  together,  for  the  convenience  of  them- 
selves in  directing  them  to  their  constituent*, 
and  further  that  they  might  be  sure  of  receiving 
both  sides  ef  the  argument  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  of  Md.  explained.  Ke  had 
erroneously  been  understood  to  .reflect  on  the 
printers  to  that  House.  He  had  had  no  such  in- 
tention. All  he  had  wished  to  say  was,  that  the 
error  which  had  been  committed  was  on  the  part 
of  the  printer,  and  not  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  N.  Y.,  said,  that  if  any  error 
existed  in  this  matter,  in  the  minds  of  gentle- 
men, he  apprehended  it  arose  from  two  articles 
which  had  appeared  in  the  Intelligencer,  as  to 
the  disposition  made  by  the  majority  of  their 
report.  He  regarded  the  statements  in  these 
articles,  as  the  pestiferous  idle  wind.  He  (Mr. 
Manx,)  acknowledged  that  he  was  the  person 
who  had  procured  a  copy  to  be  made  for  the 
Globe,  which  he  corrected  himself  for  the  co- 
lumns of  that  paper;  and  he  conceived,  that  in 
doing  so,  he  bad  done  no  more  than  what  he 
had  a  right  to  do.  With  regard  to  the  copy 
seat  to  the  public  printer,  he  bad  carried  it  to 
their  office  with  his  own  hands,  on  Friday  night. 
The  hands  were  gone;  nor  was  the  foreman 
there;  but  he  left  it  with  the  principal  man  who 
was  there;  it  must  have  been  in  the  printer's 
hands  eariy  on  Saturday  morning.     Mr.  M.  con- 


cluded, after  some  few  further  remarks,  by 
asking  the  honorable  member  from  Connecticut 
to  consider  him  as  the  responsible.or  blameablo 
person,  when  next  he  thought  proper  to  blame 
any  one  on  the  subject . 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  said,  according  to  the 
showing  of  the  gentleman  himself,  who  had 
just  taken  his  seat,  what  he  (Mr.  E.)  bad  for- 
merly said  was  correct.  The  order  to  print 
was  made  by  the  House  on  Thursday,  and  the 
public  printer  never  got  his  copy  till  Saturday 
morning.  It  was  very  plain,  too,  that  it  must 
hare  been  furnished  to  the  office  of  the  Globe 
early  enough  on  Friday  to  enable  them  to  get  it 
into  their  paper  that  day,  inasmuch  as  it  appear- 
ed in  the  columns  of  that  paper  on  Saturday 
morning.  , 

Mr.  MILLER  said,  he  should  not  enter  into 
this  matter  further  than  to  state  this  simple  fact. 
That  when  the  report  was  sent  to  the  printer, 
the  journal  was  sent  with  it  A  misunderstand- 
ing had  then  arisen,  as  to  the  printing  of  a  portion 
of  the  documents.  He  did  not  for  his  own  part 
believe  that  blame  was  attributable  to  any  one 
with  regard  to  printing  these  reports  together; 
he  would  merely  observe,  they  were  two  entire- 
ly distinct  documents.  He  had  been  aware  that 
these  appendices  did  not  correspond,  and  it  was 
hence  he  had  moved  to  separate  them.  He  did 
think  that  where  a  motion  to  print  an  equal  num- 
ber of  both  reports  and  documents  had  been 
made,  there  could  be  no  cause  for  a  complaint 
of  unfairness. 

For  his  own  part  to  any  one  he  thought  wor- 
thy of  sending  one  to,  he  would  send  the  other. 
He  could  not  agree  to  accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BTJRGES,  followed  in  support  of  the 
propriety  of  publishing  both  the  report  of  the 
majority  and  the  report  of  the  minority  of  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  CHILTON,  also,  argued  on  the  gross  in- 
justice of  disseminating  ex-parte  information. 

Mt.  ^BURGES  said,  by  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Mills*)  we 
are  required  to  print  30,000  extra  copies  of  the 
Report  of  the  Bank  Committee.  By  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts (Mr.  Biuogs)  it  is  proposed  to  attach  the 
two  parts,  the  majority  and  minority  report  to- 
gether, and  send  the  whole  out  to  the  people  at 
the  same  time. 

Sir,  I  always  understood  that  it  had  been  the 
uniform  usage  of  the  House  to  send  forth  re- 
ports of  this  description  when  ordered  to  be 
printed,  for  the  information  of  the  public,  to- 
gether, in  the  manner  proposed  by  this  amend- 
ment. I  desire  honorable  members  particular- 
ly to  look  back  to  that  conduct  which  had  been 
pursued  in  regard  to  this  very  institution,  when, 
in  place  of  a  minority,  here  was  a  majority  of 
the  House  in  its  favor.  Were  not  the  two  re- 
ports presented  by  the  Committee,  appointed 
to  investigate  its  affairs,  published  together? — 
They  assuredly  were,  for  no  man  then  even 
dreamed  of  committing  so  gross  an  outrage  upon 
the  intelligence  and  honesty  of  the  people;  no 
man  dared  then  to  encounter  the  reproaches  of 
lthe  nation,  if  an  outrage  so  .flagrant  had  been 
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attempted.  Was  not  the  consequence  of  send 
ingthe  reports  separa  e,  to  present  to  the  pub- 
lic a  partial  view,  a  one  side  view  on  this  ques- 
tion. Was  it  this  which  gentlemen  desired?  I 
so,  let  it  be  avowed.  It  whs  avowed,  for  what 
did  they  not  hear'  Had  it  not  been  suggested 
even  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  (Mr. 
Thohas)  himself,  that  it  was  almost  idle  to  de- 
bate the  subject,  when  it  w«s  in  the  power  of 
every  member  to  settle  the  question  of  sending 
them  out  separately  or  together,  by  cutting  tht 
thread  that  attached  them;  and  thus,  for  party 
purposes,  to  separate  them.  Kind,  honest,  just 
suggestion!  Sir,  I  deny  that  any  honorable 
member,  I  mean  any  member,  dare  resort  to 
such  an  expedient.  None  ought,  none  I  (rust, 
would  be  guilty  of  such  a  deed  No  man 
would  be  found  so  Ka?e.  I  am  full  of  the  lvpe 
that  members,  on  the  contrary,  will  not  only  be 
willing,  nay,  that,  for  the  purpose  of  truly  pos- 
sessing the  public  of  the  contents  of  these  im- 
portant documents,  that  they  would  be  zealous 
in  exertions  to  keep  them  together,  to  desnatc. 
them  together,  uninfluenced  by  low  considera- 
tions of  party.  With  this  view,  I  hop  -  that  the 
reports  and  the  appendix  will  be  so  printed ,  90 
attached  together,  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  separate  them.  That  thus,  if  there  were  men 
so  base,  which  I  do  not  believe  there  would  be 
in  this  honorable  H  use,  to  think  of,  or  to  at 
tend  to  the  honorable  suggestion  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Commiue,  as  to  send 
out  such  a  thing  as  a  garbled  stateme  t, 
they  would  be  in  this  way  prevent 'd  from  exe- 
cuting so  foul  a  purpose.  Let  them  take  the 
Oiily  means  to  prevent  it,  and  send  out  the 
whole  truth  on  a  matter  so  important,  so  peril- 
ous to  the  nation. 

What,  I  inquire  of  every  honorable  man, 
would  be  the  condition  in  which  the  country 
would  be  placed,  if  we  withhold  the  truth  from 
the  people;  from  that  people so  deeply,  so  en- 
tirely interested  in  this  the  greatest  question, 
which  they  ever  had  before  them?  Woul  1  it 
be  (Vie,  would  it  be  honest,  to  this  anxious  com- 
muihy?  No,  no.  Dare  we  attempt  top  dm  off 
on  the  nation  a  one-sided  statement,  »s  a  fuh 
representation  of  what  passed  between  the  di 
rectors  of  the  bank  and  the  Committee  of  this 
House/  Again,  and  again,  1  would  refer  them 
back  to  the  former  practice  of  the  House,  when 
the  bank  had  a  majority  there, and  call  on  them 
to  follow  it. 

What  had  they  not  seen  done,  even  in  the 
getting  up  of  this  report  already?  Why,  an 
open  attempt  to  forestall  public  opinion;  a  most 
Unworthy  atte-np',  with  the  aid  of  a  member  of 
Congress,  of  the  Committee,  to  put  upon  the 
pubic  a  garjled  stat  ment.  P  ssess  ng  him- 
self, fur  that  purpose,  of  a  report,  which  was 
the  property  of  theHous-,  when  once  piesc  t- 
ed,  and  transferring  it  to  a  party  paper.for  pftity 
pu>  pos  •«,  nd  preventing  i  s  being  handed  over, 
as  was  th~  usual  custom,  to  the  printer*  appoint- 
ed to  do  their  bus;ness. 

1  put  it  10  the  House,  whe'her,  now  know  np 
this,  ihey  wo  Id  s«nrti>n  yich  conduct.  If  n 
were  denied,  he  usberiej  i|>.,t  it  bad  bueo  done. 


\y,  a  c  ipy.  of  one  report  only,  and  without  any 
f  the  correspondence,  had  been,  with  the  aid 
if  a  member  of  the  Committee,  sent  out,  for 
he  unwarrantable  purpose  of  forestalling,  by 
uch  foul  means,  public  opinion.  Tnis  is  all 
correct,  no  doubt,  in  the  estimation  of  some 
nen,  entirely  devoted  to  party,  if  there  be 
•uch  men.  It  may  highly  become  a  party,  so 
to  take,  so  to  use,  and  so  to  detain  public  pa- 
pers. The  Clerk's  table,  once  sacred,  is  now 
no  security.  No  matter.  The  papers  are  safe, 
safe  in  the  hands  of  an  honorable  member,  in  a 
-ecret  room,  and  under  the  hand  of  a  conn  len- 
h«J  clerk,  to  copy  such  parts  as  the  honor  able 
gentleman  shall  mark,  as  useful  to  be  publish  d$ 
or  proper  to  leave  uncopied,  and  unprinted,aad 
unseen  by  the  people. 

These,  sir,  are  the  methods  pursued,  under 
the  advisement  of  the  Chairman  of  this  high, 
tnd  impoitmt  Committee,  to  send  out  a  part,  a 
garbled  part,  of  a  report;  and  so  to  pltce  it 
under  the  public  eye,  that  the  strongest  im- 
pression, no  matter  Whether  correct  or  not, may 
be  made  against  the  bank. 

This  question,  I  maintain,  is  one  that  rises 
above  every  consideration  of  party.  It  is  a 
question  interesting,  deeply  interesting.to  pub- 
lic liberty  itself.  Here  has  been  a  foul  attempt 
0  forestall,  as  had  been  done  in  another  in* 
stance,  (he  case  of  the  Presidential  Protect) 
public  opinion,  and  following  such  high  exam- 
ple, I  doubt  not  another  40,000  co  ies  will  be 
circul  ited.  Let  me  tell  that  honorable  member, 
this  partial  mode  of  dealing  with  the  reports  of 
the  House  will  not  prosper.  It  is  not  right.  It 
is  not  hon  st.  It  cannot  succetd  with  an  in- 
telligent community. 

Nothing  else  .will  satisfy  this  country,  but  an 
honest,  fair  dealing,  distribution  <  f such  papers 
as  are  intended  by  the  House  for  their  full4n- 
formai  00,  whilst  they  believe  that  the  arm  of 
firce  is  so  stretched  out  over  the  liberty. of  the 
coun*ry,  that  no  man  can  be  deemed  site, either 
in  his  person  or  his  papers, from  the  outrageous, 
revolting,  and  unconstitutional  exactions  and 
assumptions  of  those  in  high  office,  nov  assum- 
ing irresponsible  and  unlimited  powr. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  CHILTON — 

Mr.  MILLER  sad,  the  discussion  00  what 
vas  in  itself  so  unimpoi  tan  ,  was  becoming  so 
nterminable,  that,  with  a  view  to  obviate  all 
further  objection*;  he  would  accept  of  the  a- 
mendment  proposed  by  the  member  from  Mas- 
sachusetts as  a  modification  of  his  own. 

Tue  q-ies  ion  thereon  being  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Mills (i  as  modified  — 

Mr.  M'LLKR  said  he  would  modify  his  mo- 
ion,  and  di>cl  timed  any  idea  of  even  a  wish  to 
circulate  part  al  or  incomplete  information. 

Mr.  PINCRNEY  was  in  favor  of  prin  ing  the 
irg«st  number  of  both  reports.  He  w<s  de- 
•uous  that  tie  minority  report  should  be  ex- 
tensively c  rental  ed,  as,  >n  his  o  union,  it  co> 
toted,  as  »'ar  »s  it  went,  sou-  d  a  id  comet  oon- 
t  tut'oi  >1  vieu  g. 

Mr.  MASON  inquired  v>  h<  therit  was  in  order 
>«lic  'S*  the  contents  of  ether  o>  the  leports 
I   jioi  toe  motion  before  tie  House:  .* 
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The  CHAIK  replied,  upon  a  question  of 
printing  a  document,  the  subject  of  it  was 
open  to  diRCi'8«i'>n  to  a  certain  extent. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  proceeded.  He  wished  to 
assign  his  reasons  for  voting  to  print  the  largest 
number.  They  were,  perhaps,  not  the  same 
reasons  which  would  influence  other  members; 
and  if  he  was  not  allowed  to  state  them,  such 
■s  they  were,  it  would  be  to  deny  to  him  the 
right  of  speaki'g  upon  the  question  at  all.  The 
only  objection  he  had  against  the  report  of  the 
minority  was,  that  it  did  not  go  far  enough  in  its 
constitutional  views.  But  lie  part  cularly  wish- 
ed the  Ingest  proposed  number  of  the  report 
of  the  majority  published,  that  the  people 
might  see  and  understand  the  monstrous  powers 
arrogated  for  this  House  ;  abrogations  which, 
if  sustained,  deiply  involve  the  liberties  of  the 
people.  If  they  had  a  particle  of  regard  fur 
their  liberties  left,  it  m'ght  be  expected  that 
they  would  resent  and  reoel  this  attempt  to 
subjugate  them  to  unwritten  and  undefined 
power.  Mr.P.  said  he  was  anxious  that  the  re- 
port of  the  minority  of  the  committee  nvght 
be  extensively  circulated  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. I'  was  that  State  (principally)  which 
h«d  placed  General  Jackson  in  the  Presidential 
Chair.  He  wished  that  Stnte  to  see  this  pro- 
position to  prostrate  her  sovereignty,  and  drag 
foureen  of  her  most  respectable  citizens  be- 
fore the  bar  of  this  House.  Her  citizens  would 
be  able,  by  this  attempt  to  degrade  that  State, 
to  understand  the  tyranny  of  those  who  now 
hold  thereins  of  power.  The  people  of  that 
State  already  know  thst  every  class  is  involved 
in  unprecedented  distress  by  the  measures  of 
the  Ex  cutive.  They  had  seen  the  attemp' 
made  by  the  President  to  disgrace  the  Senate. 

[.The  Speaker  called  the  gentleman  to  or- 
der ) 

Mr.  P.  submitted  to  the  Chair.  He  said  he 
was  assigning  the  reasons  why  he  should  vote 
for  printing  the  largest  number  of  this  docu- 
ment. The  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  might  not 
know  that  it  was  now  proposed  to  give  this 
House  power  over  the  personal  liberty  of  her 
citizens.  They  well  knew  their  property  was 
at  the  d  sposal  of  Congress— they  might  not  be 
aware  that  their  personal  liberty  was  also  suppo- 
sed to  he  at  its  disposal  They  know  that  her 
meritorious  sons,  Messrs.  Ingham  and  Duane, 
bad  been  ignomiuiously  dismissed  from  office 
with  ut  cause — but  they  may  not  know  that  it 
was  contemplated  to  drag  fourteen  of  her  most 
distinguished  citizens  as  criminals  before  this 
House.  He  wished  the  people  of  that  State  to 
read  the  reports  and  determin  -  whether  they 
would  permit  this  to  be  done— whether  that 
State  might  not  think  propt-r  to  interfere  and 
rescue  the  personal  rights  and  liberties  of  her 
citizens  to  be  invaded  in  the  manner  proposed. 

[The  Chair  interposed.  This  was  a  ques- 
tion of  printing  merely.  The  debate  at  large 
on  the  subject  wai.  postponed  until  Tuesday, 
and  could  not  be  thus  incidentally  entered 
nto  J 

Mr.  P.  said  he  would  not  pursue  the  topic  nt 
his  time.     The  ground*  taken  by  die  Hoi.se  in 


the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  ought  to  be  un- 
derstood. The  people  should  know  the  flagrastt 
violation  of  their  rights  that  had  been  committed 
by  the  House. 

[The  Chair  said,  no  reflections  upon  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  House  were  in  order.  J 

Mr.  PATTON  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
be  permitted  to  proceed,  and  that  an  opportuni- 
ty would  be  afforded  for  reply. 

[The  Chair  said  order  must  be  preserved.] 

Mr.  PiNCRRBir  wished  the  docrrins*  in  thes* 
documents  to  be  disseminated  universally 
throughout  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that 
her  cit'x^ns  might  determine  whether  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  House,  and  the  measures  pro- 
posed by  this  committee,  do  not  involve  an  as- 
sumption of  power  which  it  may  be  the  duty  of 
that  State  to  resist  If  her  citizens  should  be 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  under  the  res- 
olution reported  by  the  committee,  he  could 
not  say  which  idea  would  be  most  mortifying 
to  him;  that  the  House  should  have  so  far  tran- 
scended its  authority,  or  that  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania should  have  tamely  submitted  to  suck 
an  usurpation,  &c. 

Mr.  MASON  had  not  seen  the  report  of  the 
minority  of  the  Committee,  but  had  no  manner 
of  objection  that  it  should  accompany  the  re- 
port of  the  majority.  He  trusted  the  example 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Pincicnkt)  would  not  be  followed.  He  was  not 
disposed  to  forestall  public  opinion  as  to  the 
merits  of  either  of  these  reports.  As  to  bis 
own  share  in  the  proceedings,  he  was  prepared 
to  abide  the  severest  scrutiny  to  which  his  con- 
duct could  be  subjected.  A  day  had  been  as- 
signed for  the  consideration  of  this  subject; 
when  that  arrived,  he  hoptd  a  full  discussion 
would  be  gone  into;  at  this  time  he  hoped  the 
question  would  be  taken  without  going  into  any 
further  irregular  discussion. 

Mr.  BYNUMsaid,  he  was  sorry  that  the  ho- 
norable gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  con- 
sented to  accept  of  the  amendment  of  the  ho* 
norable  member  from  Massachuse  ts,  as  he  con- 
ceived that  amendment  to  have  a  partial  reflec- 
tion on  a  certain  party  in  this  House.  He  was 
prepar  d  to  vote  for  the  original  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylv.nia.  He  stood  on 
his  own  responsibility,  and  held  himself  amena- 
ble to  no  earthly  power  for  his  acts,  except  to 
that  portion  of  the  people  whom  he  alone  di- 
rectly represented  here. 

[Mr.  B.  was  about  to  enter  into  an  argument 
on  th-  merits  of  the  amendment  when  the  SraA*. 
kir  stated  the  amendment  had  been  acted  on, 
andjhis  remarks  in  relation  to  it  would  be  out  of 
order] 

Mr.  B.  then  said,  his  principle  object  in  ris- 
ing had  been  to  reply  to  the  extraordinary  re- 
marks of  the  hono.-able  member  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Pihckkrt,)  who  had  just  taken 
his  seat,  a-  d  asked  if  it  *o*ld  be  in  order  to  re- 
ply to  some  remarks  that  had  jiat  fallen  from 
the  honorable  member 

I  he  SPiiAKKK.  replied  it  would,  and  asked 
Mr  B.  to  proceed. 

Mr.  BVNUM   then  said,  it  was   strange    that 
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*he  gentleman  had  been  guilty  of  the  very 
thing  that  he,  and  th«  party  with  which  he  act- 
ed, had  just  complained  of.  It  had  been  said, 
that  the  object  of  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee, in  their  report,  wai  to  forestall  public  opin- 
ion. Now,  he  asked,  what  was  the  object  of 
the  gentleman  in  denouncing  in  advance  the 
report  of  the  majority  of  the  Bank  Committee? 
What  was  it  done  for  by  the  gentleman,  if  i( 
were  not  to  prejudge  it?  The  report  of  the 
committee  was  not  now  under  consideration. 
The  gentleman  must  have  had  an  object  in  do- 
ing what  he  did,  then,  if  it  was  a  reasonable  ob- 
ject, it  certainly  was  to  prejudice  beforehand 
the  people  of  the  country  against  that  report. 
He  considered  such  a  course  unfair  and  unjusti- 
fiable. 

The  honorable  gentleman  had  called  on 
Pennsylvania  to  wake  up  and  resist  the  outra- 
geous usurpations  about  to  be  practised  on  her 
citizens.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the  poor,  igno- 
rant, benighted  Pennsylvanians  would  be  great- 
ly obliged  to  that  honorable  gentleman  for 
taking  charge  of  their  interest  on  this  floor,  and 
for  the  great  solicitude  that  he  had  expressed 
to  have  for  them — poor,  ignorant  creatures, 
unenlightened,  uninformed,  as  they  were,  of  the 
course  they  ought  to  pursue;  as  was  thought  by 
the  intelligent  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 
He  asked  if  a  poor  farmer  had  treated  with  con- 
tempt the  mandates  of  the  representatives  of  this 
House,  if  there  would  be,  in  all  probability,  so 
many  tears  shed  by  gentleman,  when  the  simple 
process  of  arrest  was  proposed  by  this  House  to 
be  served  on  him?  He  doubted  very  much  if 
he  might  not  be  dragged  here,  without  a  single 
sympathy  of  honorable  gentlemen,  who  now 
manifested  60  much  sensibility  with  regard  to 
Nicholas  Biddle  and  his  bank  associates. 
►  It  was  now  evident,  and  it  was  unnecessary 
to  attempt  to  conceal  it  longer,  that  there  were 
only  two  great  parties  in  this  country — one  ar- 
rayed in  favor  of  the  government  of  the  bank, 
and  the  other  in  favor  of  the  government  of  the 
people.  Gentlemen  had  shown  their  cloven 
foot  too  plainly  to  be  misunderstood  by  an  intelli- 
gent mind:  their  object  was  to  defend  the  bank, 
and  protect  it  in  whatever  course  she  might 
pursue.  His  object  was  the  reverse:  he  was 
determined  to  defend  and  protect,  as  far  as  he 
was  able,  the  Government  and  the  people,  in 
defiance  of  the  bank  and  its  mercenary  advo- 
cates. He  bowed  and  recognized  no  tyrants 
nor  tyrannical  institutions,  but  to  the  tyrant 
people;  they  were  the  only  tyrants  to  whom  he 
would  bow  to  obey. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had,  in 
his  usual  course,  denounced  the  President  as  a 
tyrant  and  usurper.  Indeed,  if  a  stranger  were 
present,  and  not  accurately  acquainted  with  the 
proceedings  of  this  House,  and  with  the  nature 
of  the  subject  before  it,  he  would  take  it  for 
granted  that  the  President  had  drawn  up  the 
tyrannical  report  of  the  majority  of  the  Bank 
Committee.  What  had  the  President  to  do  with 
that  committee,  or  its  report  ?  He  really  did 
:fiot  see  in  what  manner  the  gentleman  could 
reasonably  m»ke  the  President  [guilty  of  the 


tyranny  and  usurpation  which  had  been  com- 
mitted on  the  bank  by  the  enlightened  and  in- 
telligent committee,  appointed  by  an  over- 
whelming majority  of  this  House,  to  investigate 
its  concerns.  The  gentleman  had  said,  too, 
that  the  President  had  made  war  on  the  Senate. 
He  denied  it.  It  was  the  reverse.  The  Senate 
had  made  war — [here  the  Speaker  said  that  he 
called  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to 
order,  when  he  made  that  remark — and  it  was 
out  of  order  to  reply  to  it.]  Mr.  B.  then  said, 
that  there  was  a  desperate,  reckless  party,  that 
had,  not  only  in  the  House,  but  in  other  places, 
seized  every  occasion,  however  irrelevant,  to 
abuse  and  denounce  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  a  tyrant  and  usurper.  It  was  done  to 
produce  a  revolution  in  public  sentiment,  with 
the  purpose  of  bringing  into  power  those  reck- 
less persons,  who  were  ready  to  produce  any 
revolution,  in  order  to  turn  themselves  upper- 
most. 

Yes,  they  were  willing  to  see  the  fairest  and 
happiest  country,  the  world  ever  saw,  deluged 
in  blood  and  desolation,  to  wreak  their  ven« 
geance  on  that  venerable  old  patriot,  who  now 
occupied  the  White  House  to  their  exclusion. 
But  for  him,  they  thought  their  unbridled  am« 
bition  might  have  been  long  since  gratified.  He 
was  the  only  barrier  between  them  and  the 
great  object  of  their  ambition.  Mr.  B.  said  that 
the  President  had  been  placed  there  by  the 
people* — by  a  most  overwhelming  majority- 
and  he  hoped,  in  spite  of  the  eflbrts  of  such  a 
party,  and  their  bank  government  to  aid  them, 
the  people  would  sustain  him  so  long  as  he  se 
nobly  adhered  to  their  rights  and  interests,  in 
defence  of  which  he  was  now  willing  to  sacrifice 
his  all.  He  was  glad  that  the  gentleman  had 
thought  fit  to  arraign  this  House  for  the  exercise 
of  tyranny  and  usurpation  towards  the  bank  go- 
vernment. Yes,  the  representatives  of  the  whole 
people  •  had  also  been  guilty  of  usurpation  and 
tyranny  towards  the  bank.  But  who  were  those 
that  had  been  guilty  of  this  usurpation  ? — the 
members  of  this  House,  and  many  of  them  the 
warmest  friends  of  the  bank,  for  many  of  them 
voted  to  clothe  this  very  committee  with  the 
very  power  that  had  been  exercised,  and  pro* 
posed  now  to  exercise.  Were  they,  then,  not 
as  culpable  as  the  committee ,  who  Jonly  pro- 
posed to  execute  the  powers  granted  them  by 
the  House  ?  Certainly,  he  thought  that  those 
who  gave  the  powers  to  the  committee  were 
the  persons  guilty  of  the  usurpation,  and  among 
them  was,  he  believed,  a  majority  of  the  warm. 
est  friends  of  the  bank  in  the  House.  But  the 
cry  of  usurpation  and  tyranny  had  been  set 
afloat  to  gull  and  impose  on  the  poor  ignorant 
people,  no  doubt  as  gentlemen  thought,  and  he 
expected  next  to  hear  that  the  people  themselves 
had  become  the  tyrants  and  usurpers  of  the 
powers  and  rights  of  this  precious  monopoly,  of 
this  most  arrogant  and  corrupt  institution,  that 
is  now  bidding  defiance  to  the  Government  of 
the  whole  nation  and  its  authority.  The  gen. 
tleman  from  South  Carolina  seemed  muc^ 
alarmed  as  to  the  power  of  the  House  to  arrest  a 
citizen  in  Pennaylvania,  and  bring  him  here  to 
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testify  before  this  body.  He  thought  there 
was  no  more  cause  for  alarm  than  there  should 
be  in  case  the  Court  of  the  United  States  were 
to  issue  a  subpoena  to  arrest  an  individual  to  ap- 
pear before  it  in  this  city.  The  same  power 
that  had  given  this  right  to  the  Court  of  the 
United  States,  had  given  it  to  this  body ,  as  i 
collateral  branch  of  the  Government.  He  could 
not,  then,  see  why  such  extraordinary  sensibili- 
ty should  be  felt  by  the  honorable  gentleman  on 
the  present  occasion,  except  for  the  extraor- 
dinary interest  taken  on  behalf  of  the  bank  and 
its  officers. 

What  hud  we  heard,  sa^d  Mr.  B. ?  Had  not 
the  gentleman  called  upon  the  good  people  of 
Pennsylvania  to  resist  the  civil  authorities  of  the 
Government  ?  Had  he  not  here,  on  this  floor, 
endeavored  to  excite  the  good  people  of  that  pa- 
triotic State  to  rebellion  ?    Yes,  sir,  to  rebellion. 

Mr.  Piscknet  rose  in  explanation.  He  denied 
having  called  upon  Pennsylvania  to  resist :  he 
had  only  thrown  out  a  surmise  that  she  might 
think  it  her  duty  to  do  so,  If  the  House  should 
transcend  its  just  authority. 

Mr.  B.  resumed.  He  said  he  was  very  glad 
that  the  gentleman  had  disavowed  hs  assertion, 
as  he  certainly  understood  him  to  have  said  what 
tie  had  stated,  most  distinctly ;  but  he  was  glad 
that  the  gentleman  had  now  qualified  his  re- 
marks on  that  subject.  He  hoped  no  member 
of  this  House  was  capable  of  wishing  to  excite  a 
rebellion  in  this  country,  however  desperate 
might  be  the  fortunes  of  their   political  party . 


those  that  had  been  so  profusely  made  against 
the  Executive — both  of  which  were  equally,  he 
bought,  unfounded,  and  coined  with  the  same 
intent.  The  people  were  not  so  blind,  he  hoped, 
as  not  to  sea  through  the  game  that  certain  poli- 
tical jugglers  were  endeavoring  to  play  on  them 
here  and  elsewhere.  It  was  vain  to  try  to  screen 
the  conduct  of  the  bank,  by  attempting  to  draw 
ofTfrom  it  the  attention  of  the  people,  by  setting 
up  a  cry  of  tyranny  and  usurpation  against  all 
who  dare  to  question  the  purity  of  its  conduct, 
and  who  will  not  consent  to  bow  before  its  golden 
allar.  The  keen-sighted  people  would  never  ba 
diverted  from  their  object  by  such  shifts  to  avoid 
a  strict  investigation  into  the  conduct  of  the  bank; 
and  those  who  expected  to  succeed  by  resorting 
to  such  means  his  life  upon  it,  would  be  wofully 
deceived,  when  fairly  confronted  before  the  mass 
of  the  great  body  of  the  American  people.  The 
honorable  gentleman  and  his  party  deceived 
themselves,  if  they  thought  that  they  were  to 
succeed  by  imposing  on  the  honest  freemen  of 
this  country  philiipics  and  bitter  denunciations 
of  all  who  presumed  to  differ  from  them,  as  being 
the  advocates  of  tyranny  and  usurpation.  The 
people  were  not  so  ignorant  as  not  to  require 
proof  of  such  charges,  before  they  proceed  to  con- 
demn some  of  the  best  and  purest  of  men. 

He  had  submitted  his  views  in  reply  j[to  the 
honorable  gentleman,  simply  to  let  him  know 
that  there  were  others  in  this  House  who  enter- 
tained opinions  directly  at  variance  with  those 
the  honorable  gentleman  entertained,  and  ■  ho 


It  had  already  come  to  this,  that  the  House  of i  were  as  tenacious  and  as  conscienciousjof  them 
Representatives  was  accused  of  usurpation  and  las   the  honorable  member  could   po-sibly  be  of 
tyranny :  he  supposed  the  next  step  would  be  to  his. 
accuse  the  people  of  being  tyrants.  Mr.   LYTLE  expressed  his  astonishment  at 

[Mr.  WATMOUGH  interposed,  and  inquired  the  course  which  the  debate  had  taken.     The 
if  this  had  any  reference  to  the  subject?  gentleman  from   Rhode  Island,  (Mr.  Burges,) 

Mr.  LYTLE  said  the  gentleman  should  take  had  said  it  was  the  object  of  the  majority  of  the 
down  the  exceptionable  words.  committee  to  forestall  public  opinion. 

The  CHAIR  did  not  sustain  the  objection  of      The  CHAIR  had  not  so  understood  that  gen- 
Mr.  W.  but  intreated  Mr.  B.  to  keep  within  the'tleman.     He  had  merely  said  that  it  might  have 


limits  of  order.] 

Mr.  B.  continued.  He  should  like  to  know 
why  such  alarm  should  be  felt  at  the  proposition 
of  the  committee,  simply  to  arrest  persons  at  a 


such  an  effect. 

Mr.  LYTLE  differed  with  the  Chair  aa  to  this 
matter.  He  had  understood  the  gentleman  as 
he  first  stated;  and  with  such  an  understanding, 


distance,  and  have  them  brought  here  to  testify,  |  he  threw  back  the  charge  with  contempt,  as  a 
when  almost  every  judicial   tribunal  in  the  coun-| foul  libel.  % 

try,  of  any  consequence,  had  exercised  this  power  The  CHAIR  again  stated  that  he  had  not  so 
almost  a  thousand  times  over,  without  the  least  (understood  the  member  from  Rhode  Island,  and 
alarm  or  complaint  being  made  in  any  quarter.  I  pronounced  Mr.  L.  out  of  order  in  the  remarks 
Were  the  persons  connected  with  this  bank  to  he  was  making  on  the  subject. 

I _  •  •      -i  .  -..1 -I -f  V»_      T    VTf    i'    .,.,.. ...,/>,!  It    I 


have  superior  privileges  to  any  other  class  of 
citizens  of  this  country  ?  He  hoped  not.  He 
hoped  that  the  freemen  of  America  would  never 
consent  that  a  few  bankers  should  be  more  ex- 
empt from  arrests,  or  any  other  regular  process 
of  the  laws  of  this  country,  than  any  other  plain 
men  of  the  community.  He  saw  nothing  in  the 
report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee  that  had 
alarmed  him  in  the  least. 

The  powers  which  it  proposed  to  be  exercised, 
had  been  exercised  by  bodies  of  much  inferior  dig- 
nity, a  hundred  times  over,  without  prejudice  to 
the  citizen,  or  material  injury  to  any  one.  He 
thought  the  charge  against  the  committee,  of 
usurping  arbitrary  power,  of  the  sume  class  with  novel 
No.  27-2. 


Mr.  LYTLE  resumed.  It  had  been  the  unan- 
imous opinion  of  the  committee  that  these  re- 
ports should  be  printed  together.  How  u  had 
happened  otherwise  he  knew  not;  that  was  a 
matter  which  rested  between  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  and  the  printer.  He  (Or.  L)  heartily 
responded  to  the  wish  of  the  member  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Pincknet,)  for  the  printing  of 
the  largest  number.  But,  he  re-affirmed  it, 
there  had  been  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  lha 
committee  to  disguise  any  thing,  or  o  forestall 
public  opinion.  Readmitted  also  with  the  hon- 
orable member  from  South  Carolina,  thai  the 
issue  now  presented  was  as  important  as  it  was 
The  question  was  not  now— bank  or  no 
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bank: — it  was,  whether  they  would  make  such  an 
institution  stronger  than  that  power  by  which  it 
Was  created;  whether  they  would  authorize  it  to 
deny  the  right  of  the  people's  representatives 
to  examine  its  books,  as  provided  for  in  its  char- 
ter, to  see  if  the  provisions  of  that  charter  had 
been  violated.  He  was  glad  to  see  this  demon- 
stration on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina.  It  was  the  first  time  an  opportunity 
had  been  offered  to  that  gentleman  to  escape 
from  the  dilemma  into  which  he  and  others  had 
got  in  Pennsylvania.  'I  he  doctrine  now  advo- 
cated was  the  odious  doctrine  of  nullification. — 
jSTo  doubt  the  gentleman  would  be  glad  to  get 
Pennsylvania  on  this  question  to  assent  to  that 
issue.  But  however  cordially  that  State  might 
have  behaved,  in  the  spirit  of  hospitality,  to  the 
champions  of  that  doctrine  who  had  visited  her, 
she  still  regarded  herself  as  the  key-stone  of  the 
Union;  and,  bank  or  no  bank  she  would  still 
go  for  the  Union.  He  should  be  ready  on  any- 
proper  occasion  to  dispute  with  the  gentleman 
every  inch  of  ground  on  this  question;  the  pre; 
sent  was  not  the  proper  occasion.  But  why  this 
excitement  ?  What  was  this  report  ?  It  was 
simply  a  chronicle  of  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
mittee, accompanied  by  the  comment  of  the 
committee.  What  was  the  first  resolution  ?  It 
simply  pointed  out  the  course  which  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  committee  ought  to  be  pursued. •*- 
There  was  another  resolution,  recommending 
the  slightest  punishment  possible  in  defence  of 
their  rights.  No  one  could  say  they  had  tran- 
scended their  rights.  Gentlemen  had  spoken  of 
forestalling.  There  had  been  an  effort  to  fore- 
stall— but  it  came  from  the  other  side.  It  was 
in  the  official  representation  of  the  official  paper 
of  the  bank,  who  had  assailed  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  in  the  most  contemptible 
manner.  Yes!  they  had  been  condemned  by 
their  own  organ — their  own  printer, — who  had 
told  the  people  they  might  trust  the  conduct  of 
their  representatives,  in  this  matter,  as  they 
would  have  a  security  above  all  in  the  patriotism 
and  purity  of  the  bank  directors.  He  should 
make  this  the  subject  of  future  investigation.— 
After  some  further  remarks,  not  distinctly  heard, 
Mr.  L.  concluded  by  reiterating  his  desire  for 
the  printing  of  the  largest  number  of  both  re- 
ports. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  said,  he  could  not  help 
feeling  thankful  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  and  others,  for  the  interest  they 
had  shown  that  an  ample  number  of  these  re- 
ports should  be  printed  for  the  information  and 
enlightenment  of  Pennsylvania — poor,  benighted 
Pennsylvania.  Why,  however,  she  was  select- 
ed in  particular,  as  so  much  in  need  of  enlight- 
enment above  all  the  other  States,  he  could  not 
tell.  It  seemed  the  more  strange,  as  the  propo- 
sition for  printing  the  largest  number  came  from 
that  State. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  asked  perm'cpnion  to  explain 
As  he  had  been  stopped  in  his  remarks,  he  wish- 
ed now  to  explain ,  once  for  all,  th  i  he  did  not 
spy  he  wished  so  large  a  number  fcrf  the  infor- 
mation of  Pennsylvania,  bu  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States.     With  regard  to  the  proposition 


emanating  from  the  S'ate,  he  could  only  say  he 
had  not  been  aware  of  it. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  resumed.  The  gentle- 
man  ought  to  have  known  it  before  he  made  his 
remarks.  He  (Mr.  S.)  was  in  favor  of  the  lar- 
gest number.  He  would  have  as  many  printed 
of  these  reports  as  had  been  printed  of  speech- 
es made  in  that  House, — aye,  and  most  villain- 
ously printed, — by  those  who  depend  on  the 
bounty  of  this  House.  He  would  further  say  to 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that  instead 
of  coming  out  to  instruct  other  regions,  he  had 
better  look  at  home,  where,  if  the  papers  spoke 
the  truth,  there  was  likely  to  be  more  tyranny 
than  in  that  House. 

Mr.  S.  said  that  with  regard  to  these  reports, 
he  pledged  himself  to  weigh  both,  fairly  and 
impartially;  and  not  as  some  had  done,  give  an 
opinion  on  both  before  they  had  seen  either, 

Mr.  COULTER  said; he  shouldnot  have  risen 
to  call  back  the  House  from  its  wanderings,  far 
and  wide,  on  this  subject,  had  lie  not  heard  the 
name  of  his  own  State  bandied  about.  It  must 
rejoice  the  people  of  that  State  to  hear  the  de- 
termination of  gentlemen  that  she  shall  be  en- 
lightened. It  must  rejoice  her  to  hear  it  pro- 
claimed over  her  green  hills  and  valleys,  that 
sh  .  is  still  sound  to  the  core,  whilst  she  is  repo- 
sing on  her  broad  basis  with  the  strength  of  a 
thousand  giants.  It  must  glad  her  to  hear  that 
there  were  gentlemen  on  that  floor  willing  to 
cause  light  to  shine  upon  her  darkness;  she  owed 
him  the  same  gratitude,  whether  she  needed 
his  light  or  not.  If  such  were  his  notion,  he 
(Mr  C.)  did  not  feel  his  sensibility  so  touched 
as  some  of  his  colleagues  apparently  did.  Why 
Pennsylvania,  however,  should  be  singled  out 
as  likely  to  be  benefitted  by  these  reports,  he 
could  not  tell.  He  supposed,  however,  it  was 
to  compliment,  to  conciliate.  If  it  was  for  any 
further  purpose,  he  could  tell  gentlemen  that 
Pennsylvania  was  not  to  be  caught  in  any  such 
gossamer  traps.  When  the  time  of  action  came, 
she  would  be  found  where  it  became  her  to  be. 
It  was  useless  therefore  for  gentlemen  to  amuse 
the  House  with  their  speculations  on  the  subject 
Let  them  mark  out  this  course  or  that  couse  for 
her — the  people  would  take  their  own  course. 
He  had  only  to  add,  that  whether  the  two  re- 
ports were  attached  or  no,  was  to  him  a  matter 
of  perfect  indifference.  He  should  vote  for  prin- 
ting the  largest  number. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  moved  to  print  40,000. 

The  motion  was  m  gatived. 

The  question  then  recurred  "on  the  motion  to 
print  30,000,  which  was  agreed  to:  yeas  93, 
nays  89. 

Mr.  WISE,  by  unanimous  consent,  reported 
a  bill  carrying  into  effect  the  resolution  of  a  for- 
mer Congress,  for  the  erection  of  a  national 
marble  column  at  York,  Va.  It  was  read  twice 
and  committed. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSION  COMMUTA* 
TlON  BILL. 

The  next  subject  in  order  which  came  up, 
was  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  ordering 
the  recommitment  of  the  Revolutionary  Pension 
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Commutation  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  GILMER  hoped,  as  he  had  several  a- 
mendmcnts  which  he  wished  to  submit  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Hou<e,  the  motion  to  re- 
consider would  not  prevail;  but,  that  the  bill 
would  be  suffered  to  go  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  MARSHAL!,  said,  he  should  have  no 
objection  to  the  recommitment,  did  he  not  ap- 


centa  the  dollar,  that  is  to  say,  the  dollar  of 
Mexico,  Peru,  Chili,  and  Central  Amerca,  of 
not  less  weight  than  as  now  coined,  and  those 
restamped  in  Brazil,  of  the  like  weight  of  not 
less  fineness  than  ten  ounces  fifteen  penny- 
weights and  twelve  grains  of  fine  silver  in  the 
troy  pound  of  twelve  ounces  of  standard  silver; 
and  the  five  fmc  pieces  of  France,  when  of  not 
less  fineness  than  ten  ounces  and  sixteen  penny- 
weights in  twelve  ounces  troy  weight  of  standard 


prehend  that  it  would  prevent  the  passage  of  i  silver,  at  the  rate  of  ninety  three  cents  each 
the  bill  this  -ession.     He  further  urged  against       Mr.  DLNNY  said,  the  objections  he  had  en- 
its  recommitment,  that  if  any  amendments  were  tertained  ti  the  bill,  and  urged,   on  a  former 


proposed  and  adopted  affecting  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  those  who  now  supported  it,  would  a- 
bandon  it  altogether. 

Mr.  GILMER  further  urged  the  necessity  of 


occasion,  had  been  strengthened,  by  a  conver- 
sation he  had  since  had  with  the  President  of 
the  Mint.  He  was,  he  v/ished  it  to  be  under- 
stood, in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  bill;  but  he 


recommitment.  As  an  instance  of  the  propriety]  w'shed  its  benefits  to  extend  to  all;  he  endd 
of  amending  the  bill  as  it  now  stood.he  adduced^ot  support  it  whilst  its  enactments  operated  in 
the  case  of  officers  having  unset' Jed  accounts  favor  of  one  class  and  not  of  another, 
with  the  Government,  and  who  might,  if  the  bill  Mr.  GORHAM  was  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
passed,  come  in  and  claim,  notwithstanding  —  jthe  b'll.  But  reflection  had  brought  him  to  the 
He  was  in  favor  of  a  general  bill  for  this  class  conclusion,  that  it  had  better  provide  that  these 
of  claimants.  All  he  wished  was  to  guard  the  coins  should  be  taken  by  tale.  The  effect  of 
public  treasure  against  fraud  and  imposition.  the  bill,  o.herwise,  would  be  to  throw  the  lose 
Mr.  MARSHALL  said,  with  regard  to  the 'of  the  $  of  1  per  cent,  on  the  small  country 
case  instanced  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  banks.  Another  inconvenience  wonldbe  this: 
he  did  not  think  that  if  the  case  were  put  to  the  the  question,  as  to  exportation  of  silver,  would 
House,  it  would  withhold  these  claims  from  be  merely  as  to  weight.  It  vould  lead  to  the 
officers,  because  they  now  appeared  to  be  in-  (exportation  of  our  own  new  coin,  as  being  the 
debted  to  the  country.  If  there  were  any  ex-!  heavier.  He  was  in  favor  of  there-commitment 
isting  resolutions  of  former  Congresses  on  this;  of  the  bill,  so  as  to  make  the  payment  by  tale, 
subject,  they  would  still  apply.  He  could,  how-;  Mr.  McKIM  said,  as  far  as  he  understood  it, 
ever,  see  no  good  which  could  result  from  the  the  object  of  the  bill  was,  to  make  that  a  legal 
recommitment  of  the  bill.  tender  which  was  not  such  at  present.     Indi- 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  advecated  the  propriety  viduals,  or  banks,  might  be  made  insolvent  by 
of  the  recommitment  of  the  bill  at  some  length,  the  refusal  of  persons  to  take  these  foreign 
and  of  course  opposed  the  motion  of  reconside-  coins.  He  had  understood  that  the  offieer  of  the. 
ration.  Mint  thought  highly  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Va.,  also  was  averse  to  the       Mr.  GORHAM  briefly  explained, 
recommitment.  |     Mr.  SELDEN   said,  if  the  effect  of  re-coin- 

Mr.    BURGES   contended   for  the  claims  of  mittr.cnt  would  be  to  delay,  he  should  be  in  favor 
those  engaged  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.         of  asking  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House 
Mr.  C.  P.  WHITE  had   no   objection,    if  it  to  accept  of  the  proposed  amendment.      Mr.   S. 
was  the  pleasure  of  the   House,  to  increase  the ,  then  entered    at  some  length    into  a  defenco  of 
Bum.     He  nad  no  objection  to  the  amendment  the  principles  of  the  bill,  and  into  proofs   of  the 


of  the   gentleman   from    Rhode  Island,    (Mr 
Bcroks.) 

On  the  question,  will  the  House  reconsider 
the  said  vote? 

It  was  decided  in  the  negative — Yeas  76, 
Nays  104 


necessity  which  existed  for  lae  purpose  of  such 
a  measure. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  had  constitutional  objec- 
tions to  the  fill.  Gold  and  silver  wcro  not  the 
only  legal  tenders.  If  they  could,  by  act  of 
Congress,  make  these  gold  and  silver  coins  such, 


The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  they  could  make  some  other  medium  a  legal  ten 


the  bill  (No.  255,)  regulating  the  value  of  certain 
foreign  silver  coins  within  the  United  States,  and 
the  question  recurred,  shall  the  bill  pass? — when 

A  motion  wa~,  made  by  Mr.  GORHAM,  that 
the  said  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  Hou?e  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
with  instructions  to  amend  the  same  by  striking 
out  the  first  section  of  said  bill,  and  in  lieu  there 
of  inserting  the  following: — 

That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
the  following  silver  coins  shall   be  of  the  legal 


der.  It  was  true,  that  the  bill  specified  gold  and 
silver;  but  in  this,  Congress  ewes  to  itself  the 
right  of  creating  a  legal  tender.  He  could  not 
consent  to  give  Government  this  honor. 

Mr.  COULTER  briefly  opposed  the  provis- 
ion* of  the  bill. 

The  discussion  was  further  continued  by  Mr. 
Kino,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Jonkb,  of  Geor. 
gia,  (the  latter  objecting  to  the  bill,  as  Mr.  Clay, 
ton  had  done  on  constitutional  grounds.) 

Mr.  JONES    continued,  and    after  some    re- 


lvalue  and  shall  pass  current  as  money  within  the  marks  from  Mr.  Gorham,  assenting  to  the  pro- 
[United  States,  by  talc,  for  the  payment  of  all | posed  modification,  hoped  it  would  meet  with 
debts  and  demands,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundredjthe  unanimous  consent  of  the  House,   provides 
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the  value  should  be  such  as   had  been  fixed   by 
Congress. 
Mr.  BEARD9LEY  moved  a  verbal  amend- 

Blent. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  N.  Y.,  went  into  a  detailed 
statement  6t  the  disparity  of  value  between  the 
United  States  and  foreign  silver  dollars;  and 
commented  on  the  injurious  efi'ects  to  be  produ- 
ced by  making  the  latter  a  legal  tender  by  tale, 
in  consequence  of  the  loss  sustained  on  Ameri- 
can coin  when  exported. 

Mr.  SELDEN  replied  to  Mr.  White,  of  N. 
Y.,  and  argued  that  the  effect  of  the  bill  so  a- 
mended  would  be  to  fill  the  channels  of  circula- 
tion with  the  coin  of  the  United  States,  as  far  as 
ailver  coin  could  be  used;  and  the  foreign  coin — 
the  coin  of  Mexico  and  South  America,  which 
would  be  introduced  through  the  usual  medium 
of  our  commerce,  and  would  be  exported  as  being 
worth,  in  foreign  markets,  from  one  half  to  three 
fourths  of  one  per  cent,  more  than  the  silver 
coin  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Georgia  again  addressed  the 
House. 

Mr.  BOON,  after  adverting  to  the  length  of 
time  which  had  been  occupied  in  the  discussion 
of  the  bill,  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  House  being  told,  there  appeared  for  the 
previous  question  72 — against  it,  80. 

So  the  call  was  not  sustained. 
Mr.  CAMBRELENG  suggested  to  the  gentle 
man  from  Massachusetts  to  modify  his  proposi 
tion,  and  that  the  House  go  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Unian,  in  order  to 
amend  the  bill,  and  afterwards  direct  its  engross- 
ment for  a  third  reading.  He  was  inclined  to  far 
vorthe  opinion  that  it  would  be  preferable  tocon- 
tinue  the  system  which  had  been  sanctioned  by 
the  usage  of  forty  years,  and  making  dollars  a 
legal  tender  by  tale.     He  cared  not  what  stamp 
the  bullion  might  bear — whether  that  of  Mex 
ico,  Peru,  Chili,  &c.  orthat  of  the  United  States, 
the  great  object  was  to  retain  the  precious  met- 
als in  the  country. 

|Mr.  JONES,  of  Georgia,  moved  the  recom- 
mitment of  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  GORHAM  accepted  the  modification  of 
Mr.  White,  of  N.  Y.,  asked  for  the  ayes  and 
noes  on  this  question,  which  were  ordered. 

An  ineffectual  motion  was  made  for  an  ad- 
journment, after  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
taken  on  the  motion  to  recommit. 

The  vote  was  Ayes,  86,  Noes  82. 

So  the  House  agreed  to  recommit  the  bill. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  P.  WHITE  then  moved 
that  the  House  should  resolve  itself  into  a  Com 
mitteeofthe  Whole  oh  the  state  of  the  Union, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRIGGS,  of  Mass.  took  the  chair. 

The  instructions  moved  by  Mr.  Gorham  were 
read  and  agreed  to. 

The  commitiee  then  rose  and  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House,  as  amended. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

After  which  the  House  adjourned. 


SENATE. 
Wednesday,  Mat  28,  1834. 
A  message  on  Executive  business,   was  re- 
ceived from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  Secretary. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  meeting  of  the  voters  in  Frederick  county, 
Md.  condemning  the  doctrines  and  acts  of  the 
President,  and  approving  the  course  of  the  Se- 
nate, on  that  subject. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  he  was  charged  with 
the  presentation  of  a  memorial  from  the  voters 
of  the  second  election  district  of  Frederick 
county,  Maryland.  With  manv  of  the  officers 
whose  names  were  subscribed  to  the  proceed- 
ings, he  had  a  personal  acquaintance,  and  of 
the  others  he  could  speak  from  undoubted  au- 
thority, and  of  all  he  could  say,  with  entire  con- 
fidence, that  they  were  men  of  high  standing 
for  their  intelligence  and  general  respectability. 
The  memorial  treated  of  the  important  topics 
which  had  been  the  occasion  of  so  much  discus- 
sion here,  and  of  so  much  interest  and  anxiety 
throughout  the  whole  Union,  the  removal  of 
the  deposites,  the  National  Bank,  and  the  Pro- 
test. Upon  these  subjects  the  memorialists  had 
expressed  themselves  in  terms  strong  and  en- 
ergetic, yet  altogether  respectful.  They  recog- 
nize the  right  and  the  duty  of  a  free  people  to 
express  their  opinions  of  public  measures  and  of 
public  men,  who  are  their  agents  and  servants, 
and  deem  the  present  a  crisis"  fit  for  the  exercise 
of  this  duty. 

They  claim  for  Congress  the  exclusive  con- 
trol of  the  public  treasure,  and  denounce  every 
effort  to  transfer  that  control  to  the  Executive 
Department  as  a  subversion  of  the  first  princi- 
ples of  the  Constitution — they  regard  the  late 
Executive  measures,  in  regard  to  the  National 
treasure,  as  such  an  effort. 

They  regard  the  systematic  and  persevering 
purpose  of  the  President  to  des'roy  the  credit 
of  the  United  States  Bank,  and  the  removal  of 
the  deposites  in  violation  of  an  existing  contract, 
as  unwise,  destructive  of  the  interest  of  the 
country,  a  wanton  waste  of  the  money  of  the 
people,  and  a  high-handed  abuse  of  power. 

They  declare  the  late  Executive  measures  to 
have  caused  the  embarrassed  pecuniary  condi- 
tion of  the  country,  by  giving  a  shock  to  credit 
and  confidence,  by  deranging  and  depreciating 
the  paper  currency,  and  by  creating  a  necessity 
for  individuals  to  withdraw  their  means  from 
the  ordinary  and  useful  channels  in  which  they 
had  operated,  to  seek  protection  and  security 
against  the  ruinous  consequences  of  «'the  expe- 
riment." 

They  advocate  a  National  Bank  as  the  sole 
means  of  preserving  a  sound  currency,  and  of 
preventing  excessive  issues  by  the  local  banks, 
and  deprecate  the  project  recommended  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  the  House, 
as  altogether  insufficient  for  the  purposes  avow- 
ed, and  injurious  to  the  community. 

They  highly  approve  the  course  of  the  Sen- 
ate, in  its  unyielding  purpose  t<>  maintain  invio- 
late the  principles  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution 
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and  condemn,  in  very  pointed  terms,the  Protest,  they  have,  many  of  them,  assisted  to  estabh* 
orappealtothepeople,bythePresident,asc1aim-|it;  they  come  with  »n  assurance  that  they  aec 
ing  powers  not  granted  by  the  Constitution,and land  feel   the  mischievous  and  ruinous  conse- 
dangerous  to  the  harmonv  and  perpetuity  of  our  quences  of  a    course  of   measures    unwisely 
institutions.  adopted  by  the  Executive.  They  go  into  detail, 

They  hail  with  gratification  the  late  symptoms  and  explain  how  and  why  these  mi-chiefs  are 
of  a  returning  healthful  state  of  public  opinion  |  felt ;  that  the  causes  continuing  the  effect  must 
in  regard  to  these  matters,  referring  to  the  late  i be  prolonged,  and  the  mischiefs  be  aggravated; 
elections  in  Virginia  and  Connecticut,  and  notjand  they  point  you  to  the  appropriate  remedy 
omitting  those  of  New  York  and  Albany. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  would  not  detain  the  Senate 
by  repea'ing  his  own  views  upon  the  subjects 
alluded  to.  They  were  well  expressed  in  the 
memorial,  and  he  had  had  the  honor  of  making 
them  known  on  more  than  one  occasion.  He 
would,  however,  while  on  the  floor,  express  his 
surprise  at  the  course  pursued  by  seme  Senators 
on  the  opposite  side  ;  they  will  not  allow  to  in- 
telligent practical  men  the  least  acquaintance 


They  will  listen  with  surprise  to  the  language 
in  which  their  petitions  are  answered ;  they 
will,  with  astonishment,  hear  it  said  that  they 
do  not  understand  their  own  case  at  all ;  that 
they  do  not  experience  difficulties  or  embar- 
rassments ;  that  the  price  current  proves  they 
are  totally  ignorant  of  their  own  concerns  when 
they  complain,  and  that  their  surprise  will  not 
be  diminished  when  they  hear  the  further  con- 
sistent conclusion  of  the  answer,  that  all  they 
with  their  own  concerns — practical  men,  whose  suffer  is  not,  as  they  vainly  suppose,  the  result 
lives  were  devoted  to  their  particular  pursuits,  of  causes  to  which  they  ascribe  it,  but  is  all 
to  which  they  had  exclusively  confined  them- 'attributable  to  crrtain  political  heretics  in  Con- 
serves} were  not  permitted  to  have  any  acquaia  gress,  who  have  created  a  panic  by  their 
tance  with  those  very  departmeuts  of   business  speeches. 

to  which  they  had  altogether  applied  their  j  Why,  said  Mr.  C,  we  have  had  opposition  to 
whole  attention.  Gentlemen  here  knew  much  an  administsation  before — we  have  had  violent 
better  than  they  did  their  condition,  their  ne- 1  speeches  in  Congress— we  have  had  the  Presi- 
cessities,  and  their  prospects.  Was  it  possible  'dent  and  his  cabinet  charged  with  all  sorts  of  un- 
that  such  an  idea  could  seriously  be  entertained?  wise  and  mischievous  conduct — we  have  seen 
That  portion  of  the  people  of  Maryland  who  all  this  in  the  case  of  the  last  administration — 
have  issued  the  declaration  of  their  opinions,  j  and  we  have  seen  opposition  so  fierce,  so  violent 
are  intelligent ;  they  understand  their  interests, '  and  so  able,  as  to  beat  it  down,  and  carry  against 
and  they  know  the  practical  influence  of  your  jit  a  majority  of  the  people,  who  were  persuaded 
financial  and  political  schemes  upon  lheir  de-  by  popular  speakers  and  leaders  to  believe  that 
partments  of  business,  much  better  than  mere  great  public  interests,  required  these  officers  to 
politicians  do.  The  merchant,  the  mechanic,  give  place  to  those  who  now  occupy  their  station; 
the  agriculturist,  whose  subsistence  and  pecu- 1  but  did  we  ever  see  the  fruits  of  that  opposition 
niary  comforts  depend  upon  the  successful  pro-  in  the  disasterous  condition  of  the  country    now 

Sir,  we  have  fully  tested  what 


niary  comtorts  depend  upon  the  successful  p 

secution of  their  respective  pursuits,  can  appre- 'proved  to  exist? 


ciate  more  accurately  than  others,  the  precise  I  can  be  effected  by  the  combined  powers  of  tal- 
effect  of  any  given  state  of  things  upon  their  re- 1  ented  orators  in  Congress— we  witnessed  that 
spective  occupations.  AH  their  intelligence  and  j '  'experiment,"  to  its  utmost  extent  and  consum- 
acuteness,  sharpened  by  interest  and  cultivated  mation.  But  it  did  not  stop  your  looms,  it  did 
by  experience,  are  engaged  with  deep  solicitude '  not  fill  your  streets  with  objects  of  charity,  wil- 
to  understand  the  bearing  and  influence  of  ex-  jling  to  labor  for  an  honest  living,  but  Hnable  to 


terior  causes.  They  are  not  blinded  or  misled 
by  the  prejudice  of  politics  and  party  ;  thevjare 
rmved  by  the  great  considerations  of  the  secu- 
oity  and  pr<  s  >erity  of  trade.  They  arc  excited 
only  by  the  presence  or  approach  of  some  ene- 
my to  their  interests  ;  something  that  interrupts 
the  regular  channel  of  their  useful  labor.  The 
contests  of  individuals  for  power  or  office,  the 
strifes  of  party  and  partisans,  are  to  thr.m 
quite  insignificant,  in  comparison  to  the  steady 
profitable  progress  of  their  business.  Such 
men  are  not  expectants  of  office,  or  politica' 
distinction  ;  they  look  for  happiness,  first  in 
the  success  of  their  honest  avocations,  and  then 
in  the  private  and  retired  walks  of  life,  enjoying 
the  repose  which  their  industry  has  entitled 
them  to  indulge,  and  the  intercourse  of  friend 
ship,  more  durable  than  that  of  politicians. 
Such  men  have  presented  themselves  before  us 
by  thousands,  moved  by  no  impulse  of  party 
prejud  ce  or  hostility,  for  they  come  with  all 
sorts,  all  classes,  of  party  names— influenced  by 
no  desire  to  prostrate  a  dominant  power,  for 


find  employment— it  did  not  destroy  confidenc* 
and  credit,  and  prostrate  every  branch  of  busi- 
negg_it  did  not  depreciate  your  currency,  and 
break  your  banks,  and  fill  your  newspapers  with 
lists  of  insolvents  and  bankrupts— it  did  not  load 
your  table,  and  stun  your  ears  with  the  loud  com- 
plaints of  men  of  all  classes  of  life,  and  all  shades 
of  political  sentiment,  crying  aloud  against  pre- 
sent embarrassment,  and  predicting  worse. 
Congressional  speeches  never  did  this  before,  and 
could  not  do  it  now.  Those  who  suffer,  know 
well  from  whence  the  blow  proceeds,  and  know 
too,  that  while  the  hand  that  strikes  is  still  relent- 
less, no  voice  uttered  here  can  stay  the  work  of 
destruction.  There  is  a  voice  elsewhere,  the 
voice  of  an  indignant  and  injured  people,  that 
can  arrest  the  wild  career  of  folly  and  passion, 
>md  he  trusted  it  would  be  heard    in   tone*  of 

binder. 

Mr.  C.  adverted  to  the  production  of  pricsa  cur- 
rent. He  had  heretofore  given  to  the  Senate  m* 
views  upon  this  subject,  and  bad  attempted  to 
show,  that  with  regard  to  flour,  wheat,  com  and 
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tobacco,  the  prices  were  much  below  the  just  ex- 
pectation of  those  who  reared  these  products, 
and  much  below  what  they  would  be,  but  for  the 
injurious  influence  of  the  late  executive  measures 
upon  the  commercial  and  business  transactions 
of  the  country.  The  well  known  law  of  supply 
and  demand,  must  exert  its  prevailing  effect  to 
an  extent  whieh  will  make  it  resist,  in  a  consid 
erable  degree,  the  operation  of  other  causes. 

The  last  crop  of  wheat  and  coin  was  a  small, 
one — corn  particularly,  the  demand  for  whicli 
is  chiefly  at  home,  was  sold  last  fall,  at  the  mo 
ment  when  the  crop  was  harvested,  at  a  higher 
price  than  it  will  command  now,  although  the 
loss  by  waste  and  diminution  of  quantity,  by 
keeping  it  over  six  or  eight  months,  is  believed 
to  be  equal  to  fifteen  or  twenty  per  cent.  It 
was  now  only  sold  in  quantities  actually  neces- 
sary for  immediate  consumption,  and  the  intro 
duction  of  a  large  quantity  into  any  one  place 
would,  he  had  no  doubt,  immediately  reduce 
the  price.  Flour  and  tobacco  were  much  more 
dependent  upon  the  foreign  demand,  and  he 
had  heretofore  offered  the  proofs  to  sho*  that 
the  prices  here  had  not  borne  the  usual  and  fair 
proportion  to  the  pri  es  abroad,  aid  because 
the  embarrassed  condition  of  the  country  ha<l 
lessened  the  mea.'S  and  resources  of  those  who 
were  usually  purchasers.  Wlieot,  at  one  time, 
had  sold  for  more  than  three  dollars  per  bushel, 
but  we  all  know  that  it  was  not  the  result  of  a 
condition  of  the  country  so  very  much  more 
prosperous  than  it  was  in  the  preceding  or  suc- 
ceeding year. 

Every  one  knows  that  peculiar  circums'ances 
produced  the  unusual  price,  circums'ancts  con- 
trolled no  doubt  by  the  pecuniary  condition  of 
tb.2  country,  to  some  extent,  but  no'  "by  anj 
means  exclusively  arising  out  of  that  condition. 
So  no*  these  prices  attain  their  present  rates  n  t 
in  consequence  of  the  prosperous  condition  of 
the  country,  but  in  despite  of  all  the  pressure, 
and  all  the  embarrassment,  and  all  the  propert) , 
and  all  the  wretchedness,  which  our  rulers  have 
most  uselessly  brought  upon  a  people  whose 
only  offence  consists  in  having  -  thoughtless!) 
indulged  their  feelings,  instead  of  consulting 
their  judgments,  when  they  entrusted  these 
rulers  with  their  confidence. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  would  forbear  to  ex'end  his 
remarks,  and  would  conclude  by  asking  that 
the  memorial  receive  the  usual  disposition,  and 
be  printed. 

The  memorial  was  then  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  a»d  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WEBSTER,  from  the  Committed  on  Pi 
nance,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  and  amend  an  act 
relative  to  duties  on  imports,  and  particularly 
on  hardware. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  moved  that  said  Commi  tee  be  dis 
charged  from  the  further  consideratian  of  the 
petition  of  Robert  Henry  Day. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON,  also  moved  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  be  discharged  from  the  fur 
ther  consideration  of  the  petition  of  James 
Smith. 


Mr.  CLAY,  asked  leave  to  introduce  joint /e- 
solutions,  that  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  for  the  removal  of  the 
deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea- 
were  insufficient,  and  unsatisfactory,  and  direct, 
ing  their  restoration.  The  resolutions  were 
short,  and  he  would  read  them. 
Mr.  C.  here  read  the  resolutions: 
Resolved,  by  the  Se»ate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  the  reasons  communi- 
cated by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his 
report  to  Congress,  of  the  4th  day  of  December, 

1833,  for  the  removal  of  the  deposites  of  the 
money  of  the  United  States  from  the  Bank  of 
the  U.  S.  and  its  branches,  are  insufficient  and 
unsatiefactory. 

Resolved,  therefore,  that  all  deposites  of  the 
money  of  the  United  States,  which  may  accrue, 
or  be  received,  on  and  afterthe  1st  day  of  July, 

1834,  shall  be  made  with  the  U.  S-  Bank,  and 
its  branches  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of 
the  act  entitled  "  an  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  U.  S.  Approved  the 
10th  of  April,  1816. 

The  first  r  solution  was  a  mere  reaffirmation 
of  one  which  had  already  passed  in  the  Senate, 
'hat  the  reasons  which  had  been  assigned  by 
the  Secretary,  for  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
From  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  were  in- 
sufficient and  unsatisfactory.  That  resolution 
was  a  separate  resolution,  not  intended  for  the 
other  Rouse;  and  the  .  other  was  intended  to 
produce  that  result  which  ought  to  have  been 
produced  long  ago — the  restoration  of  the  pub- 
lic deposites  to  the  proper  and  constitutional 
place  of  custody.  But  the  first  resolution  was 
a  sepatate  res  dution;  this  was  a  joint  resolu- 
tion. To  that  resolution  it  was  objected,  that 
it  neither  imported  nor-led  to  any  action,  in 
consequence.  In  order  to  prevent  any  one 
rom  beinjr  misled,  he  now  proposed  the  se- 
cond resolution. 

The  second  resolution  provided  for  the  re- 
storation of  the  deposites  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Staes.  The  effect  wou'd  be,  to  leave 
the  administration  to  continue  its  experiment 
until  the  first  day  of  July,and  not  to  remove  the 
d -posites  from  the  local  banks  until  that  day; 
and  to  leave  to  the  B<«nk  of  the  United  States 
that  right  whicli  was  enacted  by  law,  and 
which  was  only  intercepted  by  a  violation  of  the 
law. 

Whatever  might  be  the  fate  of  the  resolutions 
in  anot.ar  part  of  the  Capitol  or  in  another 
public  building  in  this  city,  ought  to  have  no 
effect  on  the  action  of  the  Senate  ■  The  Senate 
ought  to  do  its  duty  without  reference  to  other 
ins  itutions.  For  his  own  part,  be  would  not 
like  to  return  to  his  constituents  without  having 
made  every  effort  to  place  the  money  of  the 
United  States  into  its  proper  depository.  If  the 
Senate,  after  having  passed  the  resolution—- af- 
ter having  waited  for  two  months,  to  see  whe- 
ther the  administration  would  conform  to  the 
voice  of  the  country;  and  finding  that  they 
persevered  in  an  error  which  had  produced, 
&nd   was   still   producing,  the  most  disastrous 
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consequences  to  the  community,  there  was  sti  I 
one  measure  left  to  resort  to,  and  that  was  in 
the  present  resolu i ions.  If  they  passed  in  th< 
Senate,  they  would  be  presented  in  the  other 
House;  and  if  they  passed  ihe<e,  they  would 
be  presented  to  the  President  of  the  U.  States, 
and  it  would  be  seen  *h  tlier  they  would  re- 
ceive the   Kxecutive  sanction. 

To-morrow  would  be  the  last  day  of  one  en- 
tire year,  since  there  was  a  S  cretarv  of  the 
Treasury  app  inted  by  mid  wi'h  the  approba- 
tion of  the  9ena'e,  according1  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Constitution.  Unless  a  presentati  n 
should  be  made  on  to  morrow,  then  .•  whole- 
year  would  have  p  issed  without  a  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  appointed  by  the  Senate.  It 
might  be  a9ked,  why  that  anxiety?  The  an  ■ 
swer  was,  because  the  Constitution  requires  it. 
If  it  Bhiiuld  be  asked,  would  the  Senate  rejec 
it?  It  was  a  question  which  no  one  had  a  right 
to  put.  It  was  sufficient  that  the  Constitut-on 
required  it-  'Why  v.  as  the  nominat  on  with- 
held?   Was  it  withheld  lest  the   Senate  should 


between  the  House  of  Representatives  and  the 
bank  ;  it  would  also  be  throwing  the  weight  of 
the  Senate  into  the  scale  in  favor  of  the  bank. — 
But  the  question  now  pending,  was  not  confined 
to  the  endeavor  on  the  part  of  the  House  to  dis- 
cover the  cause  of  the  distress  of  last  winter. — 
There  wns  another  question.  What  was  it? — 
It  was  as  to  how  far  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  were  open  to  the  inspection  of 
the  Government  and  the  people.  The  bank  re- 
fused to  permit  the  committee  to  inquire  into 
that  part  of  its  transactions  which  covered  tho 
very  point  a'  issue.  The  directors  of  the  insti- 
tution refused  to  let  extracts  be  made1  from  their 
books  ;  they  refused  to  testify,  lest  they  should 
criminate  themselves  ;  and  said  they  acted  thus 
under  the  advice  of  eminent  counsel.  "What 
counsel?  said  Mr.  B.  Was  there  a  junior  ap- 
prentice of  the  law  who  would  say  that  a  wit- 
ness might  stand  oft— might  refuse  to  swear  at 
all,  because  there  was  a  possibility  of  his  crimi- 
nating himself?  It  was  true,  that  a  witness, 
after  having   been  sworn,   might  then    refuse  to 


not  approve  of  it?  He  expressed  the  hope  that  answer  a  question,  by  stating  upon  oath,  that  he 

the  resolutions  would   passthe  Senate   without  believed  by  so  doing,  he  should  criminate  him- 

any  further  loss  of  time.  self;  but  he   (Mr.  B.)   had  yet  to  learn  by    .liat 

Mr.  BENTON  arcs:.     lie  sp  ke  in  so  low  a  rule    of  law   a  witness  could  say  he  would  not 


tone  as  to  be  scarcely  audible  in  the  gsllerj . 
He  alluded  to  the  former  resolutions  of  Ml 
Clat,  on  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury,  which  he  said  w;  re  sepa- 
rate resolutions,  vvi'hout  any  instructions  to 
bring  in  a  bill.  Th<  re  should  have  been  ei  her 
directions  to  bring  in  a  bill,  or  they  ought  to 
have  been  joint  r  s  lutions.  On  this  account 
he  objected  to  them;  but  he  Senate  thought 
otherwise;  discussed  the  resolutons,  and  a- 
dopted  them.  And  now  it  was  proposed  to 
adopt  a  joint  resolution,  to  possess  the  form  <  f 
a  bill.  Now,  at  this  lata  period  of  the  sossior, 
when  the  thoughts  of  the  members  were  o"cu- 
pied  with  the  adjournment — when  the  sense  of 
the  other  House  was  ki.own — when  the  view* 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  were 
known,  and  when  the  sense  of  the  Senate  wa- 
pretty  well  under- .tood,  it  would  seem  to  be 
a  loss  of  time  to  lake  up  the  resolutions  now. 
If  the  bank  was  not  to  be  r -chartere  1,  th 
measure  pf  restoring  the  dcposites  did  not  ap- 
pear to  be  important.  He  would  come  to  the 
reason  why  he  thought  it  improper,  at  this 
time. 

What  was  the  state  of  matters  in  the  other 
House?  An  inquiry  had  been  ordered  into  the 
affairs  of  the  b^nk.  Great  mismanagement  ap- 
peared to  have  existed,  and  the  object  of  the 
inquiry  seemed  to  be  whether  the  bank  itselt 
had  distressed  the  country.  If  so,  he  most 
maintain  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to 
remain  impartial.  He  must  be  psrmitte  I  to 
entertain  the  belief,  and  to  express  it,  that  if 
the  Senate  persisted  in  their  assertions  that  the 
deposites  ought  to  be  restored,  they  would 
declare  the  inquiry  which  had  been  instituted 
by  the  House  to  be  frivolous  and  unfounded. 

He  held,  that  the  effect  of  receiving  the  pre 
■eat  proposition,  would  bo  to  bring  the  Senate 
into  the  arena  in  which  the  contest  was  going  on 


swear  at  all.  There  was,  then,  tfnother  ques- 
tion, besides  the  original  one,  depending  at  this 
moment  between  the  House  and  the  bunk,  v'17.  : 
us  to  how  far  the  directors  of  (he  tank  should 
be  compelled  to  testify,  and  open  their  books  to 
the  inspection  of  the  -Government.  This  was  a 
qut  siioii  upon  which  BO  judgment  ought  at  pre- 
sent to  be  passed;  neither  the  Senate,  the  Courts 
of  law,  nor  any  o'.her  tribunal,  ought  at  present 
to  say  any  thing  upon  the  subject;  yet  here  was 
the  Senate  proposing  to  pass  resolutions  which 
went  the  whole  length  of  saying  that  the  inquiry 
instituted  by  the  other  House  was  frivolous  and 
vexatious.  He  (Mr.  B.)  did  not  pretend  to  ar- 
g ue  in  any  shape  or  way  the  question  between 
The  bank  and  the  House  of  Representative! ; 
but  as  thi3  measure  had  been  brought  forward  in 
no,  ;iiul  icllections  passed  upon  persons 
in  power,  he  should  take  the  liberty  of"  contrast- 
ing the  previous  declarations  of  the  directors  of 
the  bank  with  their  present  conduct,  lie  should 
confront  the  answer  which  they  had  given  to  the 
c  mmittce  of  the  other  House,  with  the  senti- 
ments they  had  expressed,  upon  oath,  on  a  former 
occasion."  He  would  read  from  a  report  which 
the  bank  directors  had  made  two  years  ago.  [Mr. 
B.  here  read  from  the  report  to  which  he  alluded, 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  buik  direc- 
tors had  declared  their  desire  that  all  the  transac- 
tions of  the  bank  should  be  open  to  inspection. J 
Mr.  B-  continued — what  he  had  jus:  read  related 
to  a  simple  loan.  The  President  of  the  hank 
had  not,  for  nine  months  previously,  directed  any 
thing  of  the  kind  to  be  placed  on  the  records  of 
the  institution  ;  but  upon  this  occasion  be  ordered 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  to  be  entered  on 
the  books,  because,  he  said,  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  was  coming  to  ex- 
amine into  the  subject,  and  he  wished  every 
thing  done  by  the  bank  to  be  open  and  avowed. 
These  sentiments,  Mr.  Benton  said,  condemned 
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in  the  strongest  terms,  the  present  conduct  of  the 
bank.  So  much  for  the  testimony  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  bank,  condemning  upon  eatli ,  the 
course  they  now  pursued.  The  Senate  knew 
that  large  sums  of  money  had  been  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  president  of  the  bank,  subject  to 
no  control  whatever,  on  the  part  of  any  other 
reason.  Now  there  was  one  of  the  points  upon 
which  the  House  wanted  information,  and  the 
bank  refused  to  give  it. 

[Mr.  Benton  here  read  the  resolution  of  the 
directors  of  the  bank,  by  which  certain  sums 
were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  president  of  the 
institution,  for  the  purpose  of  diffusing  informa- 
tion respecting  the  bank,  among  the  people: 
Also,  a  subsequent  resolution  recommending  the* 
vigorous  measures  be  adopted  in  furtherance  of 
this  object.] 

These  resolutions,  Mr.  B.  said,  went  the  whole 
length  of  saying  that  the  people  ought  to  know 
all  that  was  gsing  on  in  the  bank ;  so  great  was  the 
(It  ;ire  of  the  directors  that  this  should  be  the  case, 
tnat  they  recommended  that  no  expense  should 
be  spared  in  this  respect.  The  Senate  had  then 
the  declaration  of  the  bank  directors  that  the 
people  ought  to  be  acquainted  with  what  was 
passing  in  the  institution.  Now,  were  not  the 
members  of  the  House  the  representatives  of 
the  people?  and  what  better  means  could  be  de- 
vised of  diffusing  information  among  the  people 
than  through  the  medium  of  their  representa- 
tives? But  this  was  not  the  strongest  instance  of 
inconsistency  on  the  part  of  the  bank .  The  very 
directors,  who  now  refused  to  testify,  had,  upon 
a  former  occasion,  appeared  before  the  House 
and  the  American  people  as  voluntary  witness- 
es; they  had  published  a  pamphlet  containing  40 
pages,  upon  the  very  subject  which  the  members 
of  the  other  House  now  wished  to  inquire  into. 
Was  it  competent,  therefore,  for  these  directors 
now  to  refuse  investigation  upon  that  very  point 
to  which  they  had  previously  and  voluntarily 
pleaded.  [Mr.  B.  here  read  an  extract  from  the 
pamphlet.] 

Here,  Mr.  BENTON  said,  was  a  charge 
brought  forward  against  th.«  President  of  the 
United  States  by  the  directors  of  the  bank,  in- 
t  ended  directly  to  weigh  against  the  President 
in  his  proceedings  against  the  bank.  The  alle- 
gation was,  that  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  po- 
litical chiefs  immediately  after  the  President  was 
inducted  into  office,  and  an  attempt  was  made 
to  get  the  bank  to  submit ;  and  because  it  would 
not,  it  was  alleged  that  the  President  and  others 
planned  its  destruction-  This,  Mr.  B.  said,  was 
a.  serious  allegation,  and  it  was  not  in  a  news- 
paper paragraph,  but  was  adopted  by  a  full  vote 
of  the  board,  and  on  this  subject  innumerable 
speeches  -had  been  made.  If  it  were  true,  the 
opposition  of  the  President  to  the  bank,  ought  to 
be  treated  with  very  little  respect ;  but  if  it  were 
untrue,  Mr.  B.  would  not  say  what  ought  to  be 
the  judgment  of  the  peoplf,  but  he  would  ask 
whether  the  American  people  had  not  the  right 
to  know  it,  and  how  could  they  know  without 
an  examination  ?  It  was  teld,  that  when  the  di- 
rectors were  called  on  to  swear  on  this  subject, 
they  refused  to  be  sworn.    The  fact,  if  true, 


would  ruin  the  President,  and  if  not  true,  it 
would  cause  serious  injury  to  the  bank.  Were 
the  directors  thus  to  refuse,  and  when  the  ques- 
tion came  up  between  the  House  and  the  direc- 
tory, was  the  Senate  to  throw  itself  between  the 
bank  and  the  House,  and  by  a  resolution  declare 
their  confidence  in  the  bank,  and  negative  the 
House  ?  Mr.  B.  would  not  say  what  was  the 
duty  of  the  House ;  but  he  held  that  the  Senate 
could  not  go  on  to  entertain  a  resolution  of  con- 
fidence in  the  bank,  without  negativing  every 
thing  the  House  had  brought  against  it,  without 
becoming  a  party  with  the  bank  against  the 
House.  For  this  reason  Mr.  B.  was  in  the  first 
place  opposed  to  receiving  this  proposition  at 
all,  till  the  House  should  act  on  the  subject,  and 
as  this  was  intended  on  Tuesday  next,  Mr.  B; 
moved  that  the  consideration  of  the  proposition 
be  postponed  till  this  day  week,  and  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Benton's  moton  was  negatived  by  the 
following  vote  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  For- 
syth, Grundy,  Hill,  Kane,  King  of  Ala.,  King 
of  Geo.,  Linn,  McKean,  Morris, .  Robinson, 
Shepley,  Tipton,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright— -18. 

Nays  —Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,Calhoun,  Chambers, 
Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Leigh, 
Mangum,  Moore,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter,, 
Preston,  Robins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard, 
Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Waggaman,  Web- 
ster—25. 

The  question  on  granting  leave  to  introduce 
the  resolutions,  was  now  taken,  and  carried  in 
the  affirmative  without  a  division. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read  a  first  time,, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness, and  continued  with  closed  doors  until  Hear 
5  o'clock. 

When  the  doors  were  opened, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Leave  given,  on  motionn  of  Mr.  J.  Q. 
ADAMS,  that  the  use  of  the  Hall  of  this  House 
be  given  for  the  purpose  of  holding  therein,  on 
Thursday  evening  next,  a  meeting  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  to  devise  measures  for  the  be- 
nefit of  certain  Polish  exiles,  (the  meeting  in- 
tended to  have  been  held  for  that  purpose  on 
Monday  evening  last,  having  been  postponed  on 
account  of  the  unfavorable  state  of  the  weather.) 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY,  from  the  Commtitee 
of  Claims,  made  unfavorable  reports  on  the  ca- 
ses of  Theophilus  Grant,  Dr.  Horatio  G.  Jamie- 
son,  and  Shubael  Conant,  which  reports  were 
laid  on  the  table . 

Mr.  FOSTER,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  made  a  report  on  the  case  of  the  heirs 
and  representatives  of  Matthew  Lyon,  accompa- 
nied by  a  bill  (No.  498,)  to  refund  a  fine  impos- 
ed  on  the  said  Lyon,  under  the  sedition  law,, 
which  bill  was  read  the  first  and  second  time, 
and  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  (N«.  485) 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Cooper. 
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Mr.    MUHLENBERG,  from  the  Committee  laid  on  the  table,  and  at  the  close  of  an   Execs- 
on  Revolutionary  Claims,    made  an  unfavorable  tive  session, 


report   on    the  case  of  Henry  King,  which  was 
read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committeo 
on  Military  Affairs,  to  which  had  been  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  (No.  172,)  entitled  "an 
act  for  the  relief  of  Col.  A.  R.  Woolley,"  report- 
ed the  same  without  amendment 

Ordered,  That  the  sail  bill  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  on  the 
contest  between  Thomas  P.  Moore  and  Robert 
P.  Letcher,  for  the  seat  as  a  member  of  this 
House,  for  the  fifth  Congressional  District  of 
Kentucky. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  first  division  of 
the  amendmet  moved  by  Mr.  Banks,  to  the  first 
resolution  recommended  by  the  Committee  of 
Elections;  when 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  amend  the 
mendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Banks 
Y  And  after  debate,  the  Houso  adjourned  until 
1 1  o'clock  to-morrow 


The  Senate  adjourned. 


SENATE. 
Thursday,  Mat  29,  1834. 


A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  Secre- 
tary. 

Mr.  McKEAN  presented  the  petition  of  An- 
drew Sneed,  a  soldier  in  the  revolution;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  presented  the  petition  of 
William  S.  Giles,  of  Baltimore;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  .Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  gave  notice  that  he 
should  to-morrow  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of Beech. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER,  from  the  same  Commit- 
tee, on  the  bill  from  the  relief  of  Samuel  Arm- 
strong Bailey,  reported  it  with  an  amendment; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  on  the  petition  of  John  S.  Workman, 
reported  a  bill  for  his  relief,  which  was  read  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  MANGUM,  from  the  Committe  on  Fi- 
nance, to  whom  had  been  referred  a  bill  from  the 
House  to  refund  money  paid  to  the  Government 
by  certain  owners  of  the  schooner  Joseph  and 
Maiy;  and  also,  another  bill,  (title  unheard,)  re- 
ported them  without  amendment. 

The  resolution  on  the  table,  offered  by  Mr 
Poindextf.ti,  relative  to  an  examination  into 
the  condition  of  Land  Offices,  and  the  conduct 
of  Registers  and  Receivers,  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PRESTON  the  resolution  of- 
fered by  him,directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  re- 
port to  the  Senate  a  statement  showing  the 
names  of  revolutionary  pensioners,  their  rank,  an- 
nual allowance,  sums  received,  agents  employ 
ed,  &c.,  was  taken  up. 

After  considerable  debate,  the  resolution  waa 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  House  assembled  at  11  o'clock. 
Mr.  J.  Q,.  ADAMS  asked  the  consent  of 
the  House  to  offer  three  resolutions  to  be  print- 
ed, for  the  purpose  of  being  taken  up  when  the 
reports  of  the  Bank  Committee  came  under  inves- 
tigation, or  as  a  substitute  or  amendment  foi  the 
resolutions  proposed  by  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  BOON  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  take  up  the  resolutions  offered  by 
him  on  a  former  day,  fixing  the  day  of  adjourn- 
ment f;r  Monday  the  16th  day  of  June.  The 
motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolution  having 
been  read, 

Mr.  POLK  said,  he  felt  the  time  had  arrived 
when  the  period  of  adjournment  ought  to  be  de- 
finitely fixed,  but  he  was  apprehensive  that  the 
House  would  be  unable  to  get  through  even  a 
moiety  of  the  business  before  it  by  the  16th  day 
ot  June.  Two  weeks  ago  he  had  voted  in  favor 
of  postponing  the  resolution,  in  the  hope  that  in 
a  fortnight  they  might  have  been  enabled  to  dis- 
pose of  some  of  the  most  important  measures  be- 
fore them.  The  time  had  elapsed,  and  scarcely 
one  ot  them  had  been  disposed  of,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  "Coin  Bill."  He  was  aware  that 
if  the  period  of  adjournment  was  continued  open, 
in  all  probability  they  would  while  away  the  time 
as  they  had  hitherto  done,  without  feeling  the 
necessity  of  proceeding  in  the  dispatch  of  public 
business.  There  were  many  important  bills  yet 
to  be  acted  upon  ;  the  Indian  Annuity  Bill,  the 
Harbor  Bill,  the  Cumberland  Road  Bill,  the  For- 
tification Bill,  the  bill  to  regulate  the  deposite  of 
the  public  moneys  in  the  State  banks,  which  he 
designed  to  bring  up  as  soon  he  could,  together 
with  many  others,  wh'ch  would  never  be  carried 
through  by  the  16th  of  June.  Mr.  P.  said  he 
would  suggest  to  the  hon.  mover  of  the  resolu- 
tion, to  modify  it  so  as  to  fix  the  day  of  adjourn- 
ment for  the  30th  of  June  instead  of  the  16th. 
Understanding  that  the  30th  would  fall  on  a 
Sunday,  he  suggested  the  ensuing  Monday,  eo 
as  to  defer  it  for  two  weeks  beyond  the  time  fix- 
ed in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BOON  said  he  did  not  feel  himself  author- 
ized to  adopt  the  suggestion.  He  had,  on  the 
former  occasion,  consented  to  a  modification  from 
the  3lst  of  May  to  the  16th  of  June,  but  he  could 
consent  to  no  further  delay. 

Mr.  ELL9WORTH  said,  he  concurred  with 
the  crentleman  from  Indiana,  that  the  16th  of 
June'was  the  fittest  time  to  be  fixed. 

Mr.  HARDIN  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  him  wheu 
the  subject  was  last  under  consideration,  .to 
strike  out  16  and  insert  the  30th  day  of  June  in- 
stead. Mr.  H  said  it  would  be  impossible  to 
get  through  the  public  business  sooner  thao 
Monday  four  weeks. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Vermont,  thought  that 
those  who  voted  for  the  adjournment  at  an  early 


358 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


[23d  C.  1st  Sv 


day  would  assume  a  serious  and  weighty  re- 
sponsibility; much  business  y«  t  remained  to  be 
done.  In  particular,  there  were  the  three  In- 
dian  bills  which  had  ben  reported,  the  eff  ct  of 
one  of  which  would  be  to  reduce  an  expendi- 
ture of  $148,000,  to  $61,000.  He  would  pro- 
pose the  first  Monday  in  July,  for  the  time  of 
adjournment;  and  in  order  to  ascertain  the  pro- 
priety of  such  a  motion,  he  would,  in  the  first 
instance,  move  for  the  appointment  of  a  Select 
Commitleee  'o  report  on  the  amount  of  busi- 
ness at  present  undisposed  of. 

Mr.  BOON  said,  with  a  view  of  meeting  the 
appr  bationof  what  appeared  to  be  the  majori- 
ty of  the  House  he  would  modify  the  resolution 
fixing  the  day  to  the  23d  of  June. 

Mr.  E.  EVERETT,  of  Massachusetts,  con- 
tended that  to  appoint  a  committee  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Imnoroble  member  from  ,Ver- 
mont  would  be  a  most  inexpedient  course,  caus- 
ing unnecessary  delay,  and  consequent  Confu- 
sion. Mr.  E.  ?aid  the  best  coirse  would  be  to 
fix  an  parly  day,  and  he  should  vote  for  the  mo- 
dification of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  asked  the  Chair  what  would  be 
the  effect  ofthe  previous  question. 

The  (.'HA  R  replied,  1o  adopt  the  resolution 
as  modified,  fixing  the  day  of  adjournment  for 
the  23d  of  June. 

Tiie  question  was  then  taken  by  the  tellers, 
and  the  vote  was,  ayes  87,  nays  38;  so  the  call 
for  the  previous  question  was  not  sustained. 

The  question  ttien  occurring  on  Mr.  EVEU- 
ETT'S  resolution,  Mr.  E.  proposed  a  modifica- 
tion to  insert  the  words  "business  of  a  public 
nature." 

Mr.  H.  EVERETT  asked  for  the  ayes  and 
nays  on  his  original  proposition;  but  they  were 
not  ordered,  and  Mr,  E.  thtm  withdrew  his 
proposition  to  ci  mmit. 

Mr.  H.  EVERETT  then  proposed  to  insert 
the  7th  day  of  July,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
motion  ofthe  gentleman  from  Indiana. 

Mr.  Met:  ART!  asked  for  the  ayes  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BATES  said  he  should  vote  for  the 
earlest  day  fixed  by  the  various  propositions  be- 
fore the  House;  and  he  called  upon  the  ppn^e- 
man  from  Vermont  to  withdraw  his  proposition, 
and  leave  the  responsibility  upon  the  majority 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said,  he  could  not  bring 
himself  to  vote  for  this  as  a  party  question;  and 
he  could  not,  therefore,  consent  to  withdraw 
his  proposition. 

Mr.  JONES  said,  he  would  willingly  vote  for 
the  earliest  day,  or  any  day,  if  it  could  be  made 
evident  that  the  business  of  the  country  could 
be  got  through  in  that  time. 

On  the  question  of  adjournment,  Mr.  Burd 
remarked,  that  if  grave  and  mighty  reasons  to 
the  contrary  did  not  operate,  he  should  vote 
for  the  earliest  day  proposed  for  the  adjournment 
of  Congress.  After  the  protracted  session  which 
we  have  had,  the  public  had  a  right  to  know  why 
this  body  should  spin  out  its  session  for  some 


time  longer— and  why  any  one  voting  for  a  pro- 
position which  would  produce  this  result,  did  so? 
He  would  remark  that  much,  very   much,  ofthe 
time  already  expended  had  been   taken  up  with 
long  speeches,  with  what  effect  on  this  House,  he 
could  not  pretend   to   sry;   but  he  would  say,  if 
more  of  its  hours  were  taken  up   in  action,  and 
fewer  in   speaking,  the  business   of  the  nation 
con  mitted   to  our    charge   would  be  improved 
'hereby.     Months  had  gone  by  in  discussion  on 
one  subject,  and   finally  the  point   evaded.     If 
the  rules  of  the  House  could  be  so  changed  that 
no  one  should  be  permitted  to  speak  longer  than 
two  hours  on  any  one  suoject,  he  believed  an 
immense  advantage  would  accru".     In  his  opin- 
ion, the  reasons  adduced  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont,  were  entitled  to  the  seri- 
ous consideration  of  every  member  of  the  House. 
That  gentleman  had  mentioned  three  bills  a!l  of 
great  importance,  which  required  the  discussion 
of  Cpngress.     There  are  many  others,  besides 
these,  public  and   private;  also,   the  appropria- 
tion bills  now  before  the  Senate;  as  well  as  the 
recent  reports  ofthe  committee  sent  on  to  examine 
the  bank.  If  the  House  would  set  to  work  in  earn- 
est,much  could  be  done  in  one  month,  and  would, 
no  doubt.  And  for  one,  he  hoped  the  residue  of 
the  session,  be  it  for  the  longest  or  shortest  pe- 
riod,  v  ould  be  employed    in  those,  momentous 
questions  now  before  it,  in  which  the   people  of 
this  country  are  so  deeply,  so  vitally  interested, 
'f  we  give  those  matters  the  go-by,  we  had  bet- 
ter have  adjourned  months  ago;  it  would  have 
been  better  in  every  point  of  view;  but,  sir,  this 
is   not  expected.     Our   attitude  is.  a  responsible 
one — gentlemen  talk  of  letting  the  responsibility 
rest  oh  the  majority.     It   lights  oh  this  body,  if, 
after  all  which  has  occurred,  we   adjourn  with- 
out discharging  those  duties  we  were  sent  here 
for,  the  passing  of  acts  generally  beneficial  to  the 
community;  and  of  such  character  are  many  of 
the  measures  which  the  shortest  period  mention- 
ed must  necessarily  prevent  and  exclude   from 
the  action   of  this  House.     I    am,  therefore,  in 
favor  of  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont. 

Mr  JONES  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  proposition  till  this  day 
fortnight.     Not  carried. 

Mr.  DAVENPORT  proposed  to  postpone 
till  this  day  week.  Vote  taken  by  tellers — 
ayes  11,  nays  not  counted. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  aye?  and 
nays,  on  Mr.  H.  Evehett's  amendment,  fixing 
the  day  of  adjournment  for  the  7th  of  July, 
and  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  28,  nays 
173. 

The  question  then  occurring  on  fixing  the 
day  of  adjournment  for  the  30th  of  June, 

Mr.  VANCE  said  he  regretted  the  House 
had  not  concurred  in  the  proposition  of  thegen. 
tleman  from  Vermont,  for  he  was  certain  they 
would  be  unsbl~  to  get  through  the  calendar 
in  a  less  time.  Besides,  the  other  branch  ofthe 
legislature  could  not  act  upon  the  bills  sent  up 
in  a  less  time.  Mr.  V.  concluded  by  stating 
that  he  should  vote  for  this  proposition. 


May  S9.  J 


REGISTER  OP  DEBATES 


859 


Mr.  CAMBKELENG  hoped  that  the  House 
would  adopt  this  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  ayes  and 
hays,  and  decided  in  the  negative:  ayes  96,  nays 
109. 

The  question  then  occurred  on  fixing1  the 
day  of  adjournment  on  the  23d  day  of  June 
next*  with  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
Beards  lev  to  strike  out  the  23d  and  insert  the 
16th. 

Mr.  POLK  and  Mr.  BOONE  hoped  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  would  withdraw  the 
amendment,  since  it  would  be  impossible  to 
get  through  the  business  before  the  House  by 
the  16th  day  of  June. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  said  he  could  not  con- 
sent to  withdraw,  and  he  believed  a  majoriiy 
of  the  House  was  with  him. 

The  question  then  occurred  on  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Beaudslet,  and  the  ayes 
and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WILDE  was  in  favor  of  the  earliest  adjourn- 
ment consistent  with  die  transaction  of  the  pub- 
lic business. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  of  Maryland,  maintained  that 
it  was  impracticable  to  take  up  and  discuss  the 
reports  on  the  bank  question  by  the  23d,  much 
less  the  1 6th  of  June.      The  term    wa.-?   insulri- 


made  that  motion,  he  (Mr.  B.)  should  have  done 
so.  Mr.  B.  replied  to  Mr  Little,  and  repudi- 
ated the  charge,  that  the  minority  of  the  House 
had  any  desire  to  skulk  from  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Bank  Committee 

Mr.  ANTHONY  thought  the  23d  day  of  June 
would  be  the  best,  since  it  met  the  difficulty  half 
way  between  the  1 6th  and  30th,  with  a  view  to 
test  the  question,  and  to  bring  this  debate  to  a 
close,  he  moved  the  previous  question.  The 
vote  for  the  previous  question  was  taken  by  tel- 
lers, and  was  seconded  by  ayes  106,  nays  not 
counted.  So  the  House  agreed  to  sustain  the 
call,  and  to  put  the  main  question.  The  ques- 
tion then  occurred  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Clay- 
ton, to  reconsider  the  vote  rejecting.the  30th  of 
June  as  the  day  of  adjournment.  The  vote  was 
taken  by  ayes  and  nays,  and  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative;  ayes  123.  na)s  83. 

So  the  House  agreed  to  reconsider. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion 
to  strike  out  16th,  and  insert  30th  June,  and 
the  ayes  and  nays  were  ordered. 
t  Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  entered  into  an  explana- 
tion of  the  reasons  which  had  induced  him  to 
change  his  vote.  His  former  vote  was  given 
under  the  impression  that  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  no  inten- 


cient  for  the  discussion  of  this  single  matter,  in-  tion  of  bringing-  forward  the  great  measure  re- 
dependent  of  the  many  other  subjects  before  gulating  the  currency  of  the  country,  and  de- 
Congress,  positing  the  public  moneys  in  th  State  banks, 
Mr.  WISE  said,  that  he  had  not  yet  seen  Italy,  I  and  the  report  of  the  bank  committer  would 
and  should  net  begin  to  throw  the  lead  until  he  be  pressed  during  the   present   session.     Find- 


heard  the  cry  of  "  land  !  land  !"  fiom  the  mast- 
head. He  would,  therefore,  move  to  lay  this  re 
solution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CHILTON  asked   the   ayes   and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  on  laying  the   original  mo- 
tion and  amendment  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken,  the  vote  was 
ayes  65,  nays  141. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  expressed   himself  in  favor  of 
the  adjournment  on  the  23d,  and  moved  the  pre 
vious  question. 

The  vote   was  yeas  71,  nays  102.     The   call 
thereupon  was  not  sustained. 


ng  himself  under  an  erroneous  impression  he 
should  now  vote  f  r  the  longer  term,  and  even 
the  30th  of  June  would  be  too  early  a  day. 

lie  spoke  oft  e  id  a  of  the  Seigeant-at-Arms 
bringing  tie  fourteen  directors,  vigorous,  strong1 
and  able  men,  in  chains  to  Washington;  ana 
compared  it  io  the  well  known  anecdote  of  the 
histor  an  surrounding  three  tbldiers  of  the  ene- 
m>  and  making  them  prisoners  of  war.  He  de- 
precated the  course  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee of  seizing  the  cit  zens  of  a  fre«  State 
and  nringing  thi-m  here  to  answer  for  alleged 
offences  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  and  declared 
he  would  ra'her  the  appropriation  bills 
should  be  deterge  1  fi  r  an  hundred  years  than 
that  for  the  sake  of  the  pending  appropriation 


Mr.  PARKER!  moved   the  16th  in  lieu  of  the'  bills,  a  precedent  like   the  one  involved  in  this 

...  ■  :j    _      _i ijl- «_■  l.  u„.i        i«. 


twenty-third 

Mr.  WILDE  was  opposed  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  CROCKETT,  altera  few  remarks,  call- 
ed for  the  ayes  and  nays 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  of  Georgia,  moved  a  re- 
consideration of  the  vote  fixuig  the  day  of  ad- 
journment on  the  30'h  of  June. 

Mr.  LYTLB  was  understood  oy  the  reporter 
to  be  in  favor  of  an  e  rly  a  j  mrnment;  but  his 
remaiks  were  not  distinctly  neard. 

Mr.  BURGKS  said,  he  then  saw  reasons  to 
change  his  vote,  in  consequence  of  what  had  fall- 
en from  the  chairman  of  the  Bank  Committee 
He  was  at  first  willing  to  adjourn  at  the  earliest 
possible  day,  but  since  the  committee  had  stated 
that  more  time  would  be  required,  he  should  vote 
for  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  rejecting  the 
30th  of  June,  and  if  no  other  gentleman  had 


proposed  measure  should  be  established.  It 
was  with  a  view  that  the  subject  should  under- 
go discussion  that  he  wj.s  opposed  to  the  iarly 
adjourimT  nt  proposed. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  of  Maryland,  in  a  speech  of 
much  energy  and  animation,  vindicated  the  pro- 
priety of  the  course  pursued  by  tl<e  Committee 
of  Investigation,  and  the  constitutional  rights  of 
C  ingress  to  demand  and  obtain,  in  the  manner 
proposed,  the  information  required  from  the 
bank  direct'  is. 

Mr  SUTHERLAND  moved  the  previous 
question;  but  the  •indersianding  on  his  part  that 
no  further  debate  should  ensue  without  it. 

The  motion  was  renewed,  but  the  vote  being 
ayes  .53,  the  call  was  not  sustained. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment 
to  adjourn  on  the  30th,  instead  of  the  23d. 
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The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  were 
about  to  be  taken,  when 

Some  remarks  w- re  made  by  Mr.  WAT- 
MOUGH,  who  expressed  a  wish  to  address  the 
Uou-e  on  the  subject,  but  willingly  deferred 
his  purpose  until  a  future  occasion. 

The  question  was  then  taken. 

The  vote  was:  ayes  128— noes  53. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  adopt- 
ed. 

Several  bills  were  reported  and  committed, 
and  petiiions  and  reports  presented. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


SENATE. 
Friday,   Mat  30,  1834. 

A  message  on  executive  business  was  re- 
ceived from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  Secretary. 

The  joint  resolution,  fixing  the  adjournment 
of  Congress  on  the  30th  of  June,  was  received 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  by  Mr. 
Franklin,  their  Clerk. 

OHDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  bill  from  the  House,  regulating  the  va- 
lue of  certain  foreign  silver  coin  in  the  United 
States,  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

The  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the 
United  States  Marine  Corps  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  explained  the  grounds  on 
which  the  provisions  of  the  bill  were  predicated, 
urged  the  utter  insufficiency  of  the  Marine 
Corps  as  heretofore  organized,  specified  the 
nature  and  design  of  the  provisions  of  this  bill, 
and  argued  the  importance  and  necessity  of 
carrying  them  into  effect. 

Mr.  FORSY  TH  objected  to  the  bill  on  the 
ground  'hat  it  would  be  unnecessarily  increas 
ing  the  number  and  expense  of  the  corps  in 
question. 

Mr.  BIBB  moved  to  insert  on  the  3d  page, 
4th  line,  the  following  words,  viz:  "first  by 
promotion,  according  to  rank,  and  then  by  se- 
lection." The  section  would  then  read  thus 
"That  no  commissions  now  existing  in  the  Ma 
rine  Corps  shall  be  effected  by  this  act,  and 
that  the  President  may,  during  a  recess  of  Con- 
gress, appoint  officers,  first  by  promotion,  ac- 
cording "to  rank,  and  then  by  selection." 

A  division  took  place  upon  the  amendment, 
which  was  carried. 

Mr.  BIBB  then  moved  to  add  further,  "That 
all  acts  authorizing  the  granting  of  brevet  rank 
for  other  than  gallant  conduct  are  hereby  re 
pealed." 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  was  in  favor  of  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr, 
Bibb,)  but  was  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  ap 
ply  to  the  officers  of  the  Army  as  well  as  to 
those  of  the  Marine  Corps. 

Mr.  CLAY  was  opposed  to  the  practice  of 
brevetting  for  mere  length  of  service.  Upon 
this  principle,  if  the  parties  lived  long  enough, 


the  Government  might  have  ten  colonels  or 
generals  where  only  one  officer  of  that  descrip- 
tion was  required  for  the  service  of  the  country. 
He  (Mr.  C.)  was  for  giving  brevets  to  those 
who  were  at  present  entitled  to  them,  but  he 
would  repeal  the  act  by  which  brevets  were 
granted,  so  as  to  remedy  the  evil  in  future.— 
He  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  but  would 
go  further,  and  apply  it  both  to  the  Marine 
Corps  and  to  the  Army.  He  saw  no  reason, 
however,  why  they  should  not  repeal  the  act 
as  regarded  the  Marine  department,  although 
they  might  not  be  able  to  repeal  it  at  present 
in  relation  to  the  Army.  They  might  act  in 
the  latter  case  when  they  had  occasion  to  get 
up  an  Army  bill. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  was  as  willing  to  repeal 
the  brevet  act  as  any  one,  but  he  was  opposed 
to  selecting  any  particular  branch  of  the  mili- 
tary department  for  this  purpose.  Such  con« 
duct  would  be  invidious,  and  would  be  striking 
at  that  which  the  soldier  held  most  dear — his 
honor.  Suppose  Congress  were  to  stop  this 
mode  of  promotion  in  the  artillery  and  not  in 
the  infantry,  what  would  be  the  feeling  of  the 
officers  of  the  former  body?  Would  they  not 
have  good  reason  to  consider  themselves  un- 
justly treated  ? 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  regarded  the  question  of 
command  as  the  one  to  be  settled;  that  of  rank 
was  to  be  left  to  the  law. 

Mr.  LEIGH  thought  a  Lieutenant  was  entitled 
to  some  command  in  right  of  his  office;  he  held 
the  same  relation  to  the  Captain  that  a  Colonel 
did  to  a  Brigadier  General,  and  Mr.  L.  thought 
all  were  bound  to  obey  the  commands  of  their 
superiors. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, which  was  lost. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  to  take  up  his  resolutions, 
of  Wednesday,  in  relation  to  the  public  deposites, 
but  objections  arising  on  the  question  of  order, 
he  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  all  events,  call 
it  up  on  Monday,  for  the  purpose  cf  referring  it, 
and  of  hastening  its  progress. 

Mr.  BIBB,  by  unanimous  consent,  presented 
a  petition  in  behalf  of  a  widow,  (name  not  men- 
tioned,) which  was  referred  to  the  proper  com- 
mittee. 

The  following  bills  were  read,  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  town  of  Fayette- 
ville,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Chandler  and 
William  Johnson,  with  an  amendment. 
The  bill  relative  to  Hanover  College,  in  Indiana, 
was  taken  up,  read  a  second  time,  considered  as 
;n  Committee  of  the  Whple,  and  after  debate, 
was  again  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mr.  SPEAKER  STEVENSON  ro««  and  in- 
formed the  House  that  he  bad  taken  the  chair 
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£hi«  morning,  though  still  laboring  under  severe | 
and  continued  indisposition,  for  the  purpose  of 
opening  the  House,  and  presenting  any  delay  in 
its  business,  and  likewise  for  the  purpose  of  an- 
nouncing his  determination  of  resigning  the 
Speaker's  chair  and  his  seat  in  Congress.  This 
he  proposed  doing  on  Monday  next  at  11 
o'clock.  He  had  formed  this  resolution  under  a 
deep  sense  of  duty,  and  because  his  state  of 
health  rendered  it  impossible  for  him  (as  must 
be  apparent  to  the  House)  to  discharge  in  per- 
son the  laborious  duties  of  the  chair,  and  he  had, 
therefore,  deemed  it  respectful  and  proper  to 
give  this  early  notice  of  his  intention  to  retire. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  CHILTON,  that 
the  rule  prescribing  the  order  of  business  be  sus- 
pended, to  afford  him  an  opportunity  of  submit- 
ting a  resolution  to  change  the  hour  of  meetin^ 
in  the  morning,  and  for  the  purpose  of  holding 
evening  session. 

And  on  the  question,  shall  the  rule  be  sus- 
pended for  the  purpose  aforesaid? 

It  was  decided  in  the  negative.  Yeas  54, 
Nayt  87. 

Mr.  CHINN,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  by  leave,  made  a  report  on 
the  memorial  of  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of 
Alexandria,  accompanied  by  a  bill  (No-  501)  for 
the  benefit  of  said  city;  which  bill  was  read  the 
first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  to  morrow. 

Mr.  HEATH,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, by  leave,  reported  the  following  resolu- 
tion, viz: 

Jie$olved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congi-ess 
assembled,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
is  hereby  authorized  to  subscribe  for  one  hun- 
dred copies  of  a  chart  of  foreign  coins  on  ex- 
change, prepared  by  William  B.  Barney,  and 
distribute  the  same  according  to  his  discretion: 
provided,  the  expense  thereof  shall  not  exceed  one 
dollar  and  fifty  cenia  per  copy,  and  he  shall,  on 
examination,  deem  the  work  worthy  of  patron- 
age. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  on  the  con 
test  between  Thomas  P.  Moore  and  Robert  P. 
Letcher  for  the  seat  as  the  member  of  this  Houso 
for  the  fifth  Congressional  district  of  Kentucky. 

The  question  occurred  on  the  amendment 
moved  by  Mr.  Jones,  of  Georgia,  to  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Banks  to  the  first  resolu- 
tion recommended  by  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions: when 

Mr.  BANKS  accepted  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Jones,  and  modified  his  said 
amendment  accordingly,  which,  as  modified,  is 
as  follows: 

That  all  the  votes  given  by  qualified  voters 
which  were  recei/ed  in  Lancaster,  Garrard  coun- 
ty, whilst  Moses  Grant,  Esq.,  acted  as  one  of  the 
judges  on  the  first  morning  of  the  election  in 
August  last,  and  those  of  a  like  character  given 
on  the  second  day  of  the  election  in  the  absence 
of  the  sheriff,  ought  to  he  estimated  in  ascertain- 
ing the  result  of  the  election. 


And  Mr.  BANKS  further  modified  his  amend 
ment  by  adding  thereto  the  following,  riz: 

That  the  votes  of  Daniel  McKoe,  Alfred  W. 
Buford,  Elijah  Mount,  Clayton  Fitzpatrick,  Wil- 
am  R.  Preston,  R.  L.  Berry,  Blackburnn  L  eff- 
ler,  Robert  McKeown,  Giles  M.  Crinond,  and 
Lewis  L.  Mason,  given  in  Mercer  county,  be 
counted,  the  first  nine  for  R.  P.  Letcher,  and  the 
last  one  for  T.  P.  Moore. 

That  the  votes  of  Job  M.  Hall,  Reuben  Young, 
Vincent  Inge,  Jacob  Coffman,  Willam  Jenkins, 
and  the  Rev.  David  Roberson,  be  taken  from  the 
number  of  votes  allowed  by  the  majority  of  the 
committee  to  Moore  in  Mercer  county,  and  add- 
ed to  those  counted  for  Letcher. 

That  the  votes  of  Eli  Williams  and  Wade 
Dawson,  of  Anderson  county,  and  that  those  of 
William  Conner,  Charles  Welsh,  Thomas  Har- 
ris, Montgomery  Vanlandingham,  Joseph  Mew- 
ram,  Levi  Nunnery,  Richard  Curd,  Anderson 
Hulet,  Hickman  Evans,  Henry  Wood,  Richard 
White,  of  Jessamine  county,  be  counted  for  Ro- 
bert P.  Letcher. 

The  hour  allowed  for  reports  and  resolutions 
having  expired,  the  Speaker  announced  the  fact 
to  the  House,  when,  by  unanimous  consent,  it 
was  determined  to  continue  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

And  after  hearing  Mr.  Letcher  in  support  of 
his  claim,  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow, 
11  o'clock  A.  M. 


SENATE. 

Saturday,   Mat  31,  1834. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  gave   notice  that  he  should, 

on  Monday  next,  move  the  introduction  of  a  joint 

lesolution,  to  print  an  additional  number  of  the 

Biennial  Register. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EWING,  the  bill  to  estab- 
lish the  northwestern  boundary  of  the  St^teof 
Ohio,  was  made  a  special  ordei  for  Wednesday 
next. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  on  leave,  according 
to  previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Durham  L.  Flinch;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tho  Public 
Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAYTON,  the  bill  re- 
ported by  him  from  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Phi- 
lip Moore,  of  Baltimore,  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  the  French 
Spoliation  Bill  was  made  the  special  order  for 
Monday  week. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Maj.  Gen.  Philemon 
Thomas,  was  read,  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

A  motion  of  Mr.  CLAYTON,  to  take  up 
the  hill  on  the  table  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Moses  Shcpard,  did  not  pre- 
vail. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Montjoy  Bailey,  was  taken 
up  and  read  a  third   tisne. 

Mr.  MOORE  8  id  this  bill  contained  a  princi- 
ple^ it  regarded  commutation,  against  which  the 
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Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  had  unani- 
mously reported. This  bill  had  been  committed  to 
them  late  in  the  last  session, and  had  been  brouhgt 
forward  (his  session  without  taking  the  usual 
course  through  a  committee.  He,  therefore, 
moved  that  it  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  thought  there  was  no 
necessity  for  recommiting  it,  as  it  was  well  un- 
derstood that  the  committee  would  report  against 
it.  It  had  been  the  practice  of  the  Government 
to  allow  interest  on  such  claims,  and  if  this  poor 
man  was  to  be  made  an  exception,  be  it  so. 

Mr.  BLACK  instanced  several  particular  ca- 
ses of  the  kind,  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  in 
which  interest  had  been  allowed.  He  hoped  it 
would  not  be  referred,  because  a  reference  would 
be  equivalent  to  the  defeat  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BELL  was  not  disposed  to  refer  the 
bill.  The  Rouse  had  always  been  in  favor  of 
allowing  interest  on  such  claims,  and  the  Sen- 
ate till  very  lately.  At  the  last  session,  the 
committee  of  the  Senate  had  taken  a  different 
view  of  the  subject,  for  the  purpose  of  revers- 
ing- the  decision.  Mr.  B.  thought  this  view 
erroneous.  He  thought  the  general  principle 
adopted  by  Congress,  of  not  paying  interest, 
was  not  strictly  applicable  to  the  present  case. 
Congress  had  engaged,  by  contract,  to  continue 
half  pay  for  life  to  such  officers  as  served  to  the 
close  of  the  war;  but  as  this  arrangement  was 
not  satisfactory  to  the  people,  it  was  proposed 
to  give  five  years'  full  pay  in  lieu  thereof  — 
The  claim  of  half  pay  for  life  could  be  esta- 
blished in  any  court  of  justice,  and  the  claim 
now  presented,  including  interest,  would 
amount  to  only  half  of  the  cla  m  for  half  pay 
for  life.  Mr.  B.  therefore  thought  it  would  be 
unjust  to  withhold  the  interest. 

Mr.  MOORE,  alluding  to  Mr.  Bell's  asser- 
tion that  after  this  session  there  would  be  no 
more  applications  of  this  description,  said,  that 
if  the  gentleman  would  look  over  the  docu- 
ments he  would  change  his  opinion.  During 
the  former  session  there  were  but  i'ew,  and  in 
the  present  session  there  had  been  many,  and 
the  claims  seemed  to  increase.  They  came  for- 
ward, not  merely  to  ask  for  the  principal  sum, 
but  al  o  interest  upon  it,  as  if  to  see  what  they 
could  get  out  of  the  Government.  He  denied 
that  decisions  in  favor  of  paying  interest  had 
been  uniform.  He  could  turn  to  casts  in  the 
statute  books,  where  the  individuals  had  re- 
ceived the  principal  without  the  interest.  The 
honorable  S  nator  had  thought  it  a  hard  case 
to  refuse  interest,  and  that  paying  interest  to 
this  day  wo  Id  only  be  equivalent  to  the  pay- 
ments which  had  been  made  fifty  years  ago.— 
It  was  no  sich  thing;  and  if  the  principle  were 
to  be  carried  out,  there  would  be  millions  of 
dollars  to  be  paid  under  this  bill.  He  thought, 
on  looking  to  the  documents,  it  would  be  found 
to  be  doubtful  whether  the  individual  was  actu- 
ally entitled  to  pay.  He  did  not  wish  to  defeat 
the  bill,  but  he  wished  to  establish  a  proper 
precedent,  and  to  have  the  final  judgment  on 
the  bill. 
Mr.  CHAMBERS  wished  to  know  how  many 


final  judgments  were  to  be  had;  this  bill  had 
been  already  before  the  Senate  many  times. 

Mr.  MOORE  referred  to  the  recent  case  of 
the  heir  of  Lieutenant  Wilde,  as  a  precedent* 
in  which  interest  had  not  been  allowed. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  it  was  an  ingenious 
argument.  In  that  case  the  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama had  agreed  with  him.  He  produced  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Burnet,'as  a  prece- 
dent, wherein  interest  had  been  allowed.  The 
honorable  Senator  from  Alabama  said  the  man 
had  had  justice  done  to  him,  inasmuch  as  he 
had  received  the  half  pay  which  was  due  to 
him.  The  old  soldiers  were  all  poor.  They 
came  and  applied  for  their  pay,  and,  as  that 
supplied  their  present  need  they  took  it  at  the 
time,  and  left  the  interest  to  be  applied  for  at 
a  future  time. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  wished  that  he 
could  vote  for  this  bill;  but,  after  the  discussion 
which  had  taken  place  the  other  day,  he  could 
not.  The  petitioner,  in  the  present  case,  had 
already  received  $2,250  for  pay;  and  in  four 
years  after  he  comes  again  and  applies  for  in- 
terest upon  the  amount  for  all  the  time. 

Mr.  F.  thought  the  only  safe  principle  upon 
which  the  Sena  e  could  proceed  was  never  to 
pay  interest  unless  the'  Government  had  itseli 
neglected  to  pay  the  principal. 

Mr.  BELL  said  the  present  case  was  not  a 
demand  for  the  payment  of  interest;  it  was  a 
claim  for  50  years'  half  pay.  Any  gentleman 
who  attentively  examined  the  matter  could  see 
that  this  was  the  case.  If  a  suit  were  brought 
by  this  claimant  against  the  United  States  in  a 
court  of  law,  what  could  Congress  do?  They 
would  be  obliged  to  pay  the  sum  demanded. 
They  had  promised  to  pay  this  money,  and  any 
court  could  compel  them  to  do  it.  The  claim 
was  for  50  years'  half  pay;  Congress  had  paid  a 
part  of  whit  was  due,  and  would  they  now  re- 
fuse to  pay  the  remainder?  It  was  objected, 
that  the  admission  of  this  claim  would  have  the 
effect  of  bringing  into  existence  mny  others. — 
He  (Mr.  B.)jknew  this  was  a  very  prevailing  ar- 
gument at.  this  time;  but  he  begged  to  ask  the 
Senate  whether  it  were  prepared  to  refuse  the 
claims  of  a  man,  who  had  fought  for  their  inde- 
dendence,  merely  because  other  demands  might 
be  brought  against  the  treasury?  Mr.  B.  con- 
cluded by  calling  for  the  question  by  ayes  and 
nays;  in  order,  as  he  said,  they  might  have  one 
more  manifestation  of  the  feelling  of  the  Senate 
in  relation  to  these  matters. 

Mr.  WHITE  argued  against  the  bill,  and  said 
its  object  was  to  give  to  Mountjoy  Bailey  inter  > 
est  on  the  five  years'  full  pay,  which  he  had  re- 
ceived in  commutation  for  the  half  pay  for  life 
promised  him  by  the  old  Congress. 

Mr.  W.  s  id  that  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee to  which  this  cLim  had  been  referred, 
he  had  taken  particular  pains  to  examine  it,  and 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  Mr.  Baiey  was 
not  entitled  either  to  the  principal  or  interest 
of  the  su  r*  which  he  demanded.  Mr.  W.  went 
on  to  prove  this  assertion,  and  to  show  that 
the  claimant  had  never  exhibited  any  saiisfacto- 
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ry  proof  that  he  was  entitled  to  the  pension  he 
had  received 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  read  an  affidavit  made 
by  Mr.  Bailey  stating  that  the  necessary  evi 
dence  in  support  of  his  claim  had  been  sent  to 
the  Secretary  of  War  some  years  ago,  and  that 
the  documents  had  never  been  returned  to  him, 
so  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  present  them 
when  they  were  demanded  upon  a  subsequent 
occasion. 

Mr.  WHITE  did  not  think  the  case  at  all  al 
tered  by  what  had  been  said  by  the  Senator 
from  Maryland  (Mr.  Chambers.)  He  (Mr.  W.) 
had  a  paper  stating  that  the  documents  of  the 
claimant  had  been  returned  to  him.  Mr.  W 
then  proceeded  to  argue  upon  what  he  consider 
ed  to  be  the  general  impropriety  of  claims  of 
this  kind.  The  principle  comprised  in  them, 
he  said,  was  very  extensive;  the  Goternmeiit 
might  be  called  upon  in  this  way  to  pay  enor- 
mous sums.  The  interest  upon  a  pension  of 
only  SI 00,  would  amount,  in  45  years,  to  nearly 
three  times  as  much  as  the  principal.  It  was 
high  time  that  the  Senate  should  understand  the 
exact  nature  of  these  claim*.  He  vas  satisfied 
that  in  acceding  to  them,  they  would  be  pro 
ceeding  upon  ground  which  was  unjust  and 
dangerous  to  the  country.  A  revolutionary  sol- 
dier applied  in  the  first  instance  for  land  Well, 
land  was  plentiful  and  in  some  of  the  new 
States  they  were  glad  to  get  settlers;  the  Gov- 
ernment therefore  readily  granted  a  piece  of 
land  to  the  applicant;  but  by  so  doing  they  ta- 
citly admitted  that  he  had-  served  till  the  end 
of  the  war,  and  laid  themselves  open  to  a  claim 
for  commutation;  this  claim  was  immediately 
made,  and  what  came  next?  Why  a  demand 
for  interest,  amounting  in  some  cases,  as  he 
(Mr.  W. )  had  shown,  to  nearly  three  times  the 
principal.  If  the  applicant  were  to  bring  his 
claim  to  all  this  at  once,  scarcely  a  Senator 
would  be  found  to  vote  in  favor  of  it;  but  by 
breaking  it  into  doses,  he  accomplished  h<s  ob- 
ject. The  system  was  not  confined  either  to 
the  living;  if  the  Senate  passed  the  bill  they 
would  make  a  precedent  which  would  extend 
to  the  heirs  of  the  revolutionary  soldiers,  and 
which  would  also  enable  an  individjal  to  let  his 
pension  lie  over  as  long  as  he  pleased  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  interest. 

But  suppose  it  to  be  proved,    Mr.  White 
said,  that  Bailey  had  served  to  the  close  of  the 
war,  the  question  would  still  arise  whether  he 
was  entitled  to   interest. 
a  general  one,  entitled  to 
ate  consideration,  and  although  the  Senate  hadj  MU?«y  to  jUi"tif7th"epaymeat  oif  the  fnte rest,  he 


be  presented  as  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  pay- 
ment of  interest. 

Mr.  W.  alluded  to  the  case  of  supernumera- 
ry officers,  who  did  not  serve,  but  were  liable 
to  be  called  out  at:i!iy  time,  till  the  close  of 
the  war.  The  courts  had  once  decided  that 
the  claims  of  such  were  not  valid,  which  decis- 
ion, although  it  was  afterwards  reversed,  served 
as  a  hindrance  to  a  due  presentation  of  their 
claim*.  Mr.  W.  considered  this  as  an  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  allowing  them  interest. 

Mr.  LEIGH  said  on  this  very  argument,  the 
Court  of  Appeals  in  Virginia  had  denied  the 
right  to  interest. 

Mr.  WHII  E  thanked  the  gentleman  for  mak- 
kiiig  the  case  stronger;  if  such  claims  could  not 
draw  interest,  much  more  should  not  those 
claims  which  nothing  hindered  from  being  pre- 
sented. 

Mr.  TYLER  thought  the  subject  one  of  great 
interest,  and  there  were  a  good  many  claims  of 
this  kind  from  Virginia.  Mr.  T.  held  that  all 
who  were  entitled  to  commutation,  were  also 
entitled  to  interest,  and  it  had  been  often  so  de- 
cided by  the  Senate.  Mr..  T.  instanced  sever- 
al cases,  one  of  which  was  a  recent  and  strong 
one,  in  which  twenty-two  Senators  had  voted 
in  favor  of  paying  interest,  and  only  Messrs.. 
White,  Hill,  and  Robinson,  against  it. 

Mr.  T.  here  read  over  the  names  of  the  ma- 
jority and  minority  on  the  question ,  and  said, 
there  was  a  sem-ative  decision  pron  unced.  In 
February  a  variety  of  questions  followed,  and 
were  all  passed.  lie  instanced  several  persons 
to  whom  the  pay  had  first  been  allowed,  and 
were  afterwards  allowed  the  interest  He  con- 
tended that  the  decisions  were  founded  in  jus- 
tice. The  commutation  law  whs  passed  in 
1783,  and  many  were  paid  in  1790.  The  three 
percent,  stock  w»s  established  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  the  3oldiers  an  equivalent  for  what 
had  been  awarded  to  them.  If  Bayley  had 
subscribed  to  this  stock  he  would  have  receiv- 
ed an  interest  all  this  time,  and  he  ought  to  be 
allowed  an  interest  equivalent  to  what  this  fund 
would  have  given  to  him. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Tennessee  had 
said  thiit  there  was  no  proof  to  establish  Bay- 
ley's  title.  The  very  facts  of  the  case  decided 
that  he  was  entitled  to  it. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  the  question  was  import- 
ant, and  involved  large  sums  of  money  ;  but 
this  was  no  leason  why  the  money  should  not 
be  paid,  if  it  was  justly  due.     In   questions  of 


This   question    wasj  )egs  importance  a  mibtakc  would  be  of  I*-bs  con- 
a  lull  and  dispassion- 1  seqnence.     lf  he  coui()  see  any  thing  in  law  or 


heretofore  decided  in  favor  of  paying  interest,] 
he  thought  the  subject  ought  to  be  re-examin- 
ed. Mr.  W.  could  not  see  on  what  principle 
interest  should  be  paid. 

Mr.  BELL  said  it  was  on  the  principle  that  the 
five  years'  half  pay,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life, 
was  left  optional  with  the  claimants. 

Mr.  WHITE  argued  that  having  postponed 
the  claim  for  half  pay  till  1830,  and  now  coming- 


would  be  the  first  to  vote  for  it;  but  what  were 
the  circumstances  ?  The  case  stood  altoge- 
ther upon  precedents.  Even  in  courts  of  jus- 
tice there  were  cases  wherein  the  decision  be- 
ing found  to  be  wrong,  the  courts  had  to  re- 
trace their  steps,  .md  reverse  the  decision  ;  he 
had  yet  to  learn  that  a  1-gislative  dtcision  was 
to  have  the  same  binding  influence  cm  he  body 
as  in  courts  of  l.iw.  He  had  understood  that 
in  for  five  years'  full-' pay,  was  an  abandonment!  different  m<  mbersof  tbe  Committee  on  Revo'u- 
of  the  former  claim,  which  could  not  therefore  tionary  C  Li  ms  hid  decided  both   ways.     He 
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eculd  not  distinguish  between  the  frecent  case 
of  tbe  heiress  of  Wilde  and  the  present  case. 
The  allowance  to  revolutionary  soldiers  was  not 
in  the  nature  of  a  pension .  Congress  had  pro- 
mised to  those  who  should  continue  in  the  ser- 
vice half  pay  for  life,  or  a  commutation  of  five 
years'  whole  pay.  This  man  had  done  so,  and 
therefore  it  was  in  the  nature  of  a  promise — in 
the  nature  of  a  debt.  This  man  had  never  ap- 
plied for  payment  until  1830,  and  he  received 
his  five  years'  whole  pay.  "In  1834  he  says  the 
interest  would    be  convenient — I'll   take  it." 

The  principle  would  bankrupt  any  govern- 
ment on  earth.  No  government  could  stand  it. 
The  applicant  had  received  his  pay  duri  g  the 
war,  and,  in  1830,  he  had  received  the  amount 
of  five  years'  pay,  in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life, 
and  now  came  for  interest.  So  far  as  money 
was  concerned,  the  Government  had  done  all 
that  could  be  done.  Large  sums  had  been  paid 
by  Government  to  revolutionary  soldiers  in  the 
Sta'e  of  Viiginia.  The  money  was  paid  by 
Congress,  but  no  interest  was  allowed.  The 
sum  to  he  paid  must  be  immense,  and  there- 
fore the  scrutiny  into  the  propriety  of  the  prin- 
ciple ought  to  be  accurate. 

Mr.  LEIGH  said  it  was  known  for  many 
years,  that  precedents  and  not  acts  had  been 
acted  on.  He  had  been  told,  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, that  there  were  precedents  for  the  pay- 
ment of  interest,  and  precedents  to  the  contra- 
ry. There  might  be  some  difficulty  in  account- 
ing for  this  difference,  but  he  must  be  of  opi- 
nion that  one  case  must  have  been  better  can- 
vassed than  the  other,  and  that  the  difference 
must  have  arisen  from  the  mode  in  which  the 
questions  were1  debated.  He  wished  to  do  jus- 
tice to  this  old  soldier,  and  felt  impelled  to  vote 
in  favor  of  the  old  gentleman ,  but  was  restrain- 
ed by  jus:ice  from  giving  that  vote. 

There  were  other  cases  now  depending  in 
that  body — claims  of  Virginia  soldiers,  whose 
claims,  too,  were  well  established!;  and  yet, 
although  they  were  some  of  the  best  friends  he 
had,  he  would  be  compelled  to  vote  against 
giving  them  interest. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
FRELINGUYSEN,  TYLER,  BIBB,  CHAM 
BERS,  and  KING,  of  Alabama. 

On  the  question,  shall  this  bill  pass? 

It  was  lost  by  the  following  vote: 

YEA }— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Cham- 
bers, Clay,  Hendricks,  Kent,  King,  of  Alabama, 
McKean,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Robbins,  Silsbee, 
Sprague,  Tomlinson,  Tyler.— 16. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown  ,  Calhoun, 
Ewing,  Forsyth,  Frelinghuysen,  Grundy,  Hill, 
King,  of  Geo.,  Leigh,  Linn,  Mangum,  Moore, 
Morris,  Prentiss,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Smith, 
Swift,  Tipton,  White,  Wright.— 22. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FORSYTH,  the  Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mr.  ELTSH A   WHITTLESEY,   from   the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
biil  from  the  Senate,  (No.  SI,)  entitled  "an  act 


for  the  relief  of  the  administrators  of  Bolitha 
Laws,  deceased,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  (No.  74,)  entitled  "an  act  for  the  relief 
of  Charles  J.  Hand,"  made  a  report  thereon,  re- 
commending that  the  said  bill  be  rejected. 

Chderei,  That  the  said  bill  be  committed  to  a 
Con  mitt  2e  of  the  Whole  House  to  morrow. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  case 
of  Wm.  Legg;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table.  x 

Mr.  MERCER,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  a  bill,  (No.  502,)  to  au- 
thorize examinations,  surveys,  and  estimates  for 
the  construction  of  roads,  and  the  improvement 
of  certain  rivers  and  harbors,  which  bill  was  read 
the  first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  MERCER,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  the  following  resolution, 
viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  House  any  information 
in  his  Department,  respecting  the  cost  of  con- 
structing the  contemplated  embankment  across 
the  swamps  and  water-courses  between  a  point 
on  the  Mississippi,  opposite  to  the  town  of  Mem- 
phis, in  Tennessee,  and  to  high  ground  west  of 
St.  Francis  river,  and  to  report  whether  the  road 
beyond  the  eame,  leading  from  Memphis  to 
Little  Rock,  requires  a  further  sum  for  its  com- 
pletion, and  if  so,  what  amount  is  deemed  suffi- 
cient therefor. 

The  said  resolution  was  read,  and  by  con- 
sent of  the  House,  was  considered  and  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  SCHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Inva- 
lid Pensions,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Morton,  accompanied  by  a  bill,  (No. 
503,)  for  his  relief,  which  bill  was  read  the  first 
and  second  time  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-moirow. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred,  on  the 
14th  of  April  last,  the  message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  reported  a  bill,  (No.  504,) 
giving  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  agreement 
or  compact  entered  into  between  the  State  of 
New  York,  and  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  respect- 
ing the  territorial  limits  and  jurisdiction  of  said 
States,  which  bill  was  read  the  first  and  second 
time,  and  the  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Wednesday  next,  the  4th  of  June. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill,  (No.  505,)  for 
the  relief  of  the  sureties  of  George  Wheeler  and 
Caleb  Morrison,  which  bill  was  read  the  first  and 
second  time,  and  committed  ,to  a  Comrnittee.of 
the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  EVERETT, 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Library 
be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  in- 
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quiry,  ordered  on  the  29th  of  February,  1834, 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  lithographic 
press,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  EVERETT, 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Library 
be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  pe- 
tition of  Edward  Hopkins,  and  that  it  lie  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DEMING, 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions,  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  case  of  Timothy  Burden;  and  that  it  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  DEMING,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Pensions,  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  Timothy  Jordan,  accompanied  by  a  bill,  (No. 
506,)  for  his  relief,  which  bill  was  read  the  first 
and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  to  morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GARLAND,  (by  leave,) 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  confirming,  by  law,  all  the  claims  for 
land  in  favor  of  individuals,  which  were  recom- 
mended for  confirmation  by  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Opelousas,  in  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana, in  his  report  of  the  first  of  October,  1825, 
which  are  excepted  from  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  Congress,  approved  May  18th,  1826,  en- 
titled "an  act  to  confirm  certain  claims  to  lands 
in  the  District  of  Opelousas,  in  Lousiana;""and 
also  all  the  claims  in  favor  of  individuals,  recom- 
mended for  confirmation  by  the  Register  and 
receiver  of  the  Land  District  south  of  Red  river, 
in  Louisiana  in  their  report  of  the  first  of  No- 
vember, 1824,  upon  the  land  claims  situated  be- 
tween the  Rio  Nonda  and  the  Sabine,  which  are 
excepted  from  the  provision  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, approved  May  24th,  1828,  entitled  "an  act 
to  confirm  claims  to  lands  in  the  district  between 
the  Rio  Nonda  and  Sabine  rivers,  founded  on  ha- 
bitation and  cultivation." 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL, 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  James  McCally 
be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  on  the 
contest  between  Thomas  P.  Moore  and  Robert 
P.  Letcher,  for  the  seat  as  the  member  of  this 
House  for  the  fifth  Congressional  District  of 
Kentucky. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  first  division  of 
the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Banks  to  the  first 
resolution  recommended  by  the  Committee  of 
Elections. 

After  hearing  Mr.  Moore,  in  part,  in  suppor' 
of  his  claim,  the  hour  allowed  for  reports  and  re- 
solutions expired,  and  the  Speaker  announced  the 
fact  to  the  House — when,  by  unanimous  consent, 
it  was  determined  to  continue  the  conside<ation 
of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  MOORE  then  resumed,  and  concluded  his 
argument — when 

The   previous   question  wa3   moved   by   Mr. 
No.  27—3. 


LK.AVITT,  but  was  not  demanded  by  a  majority 
of  the  members  present; 
And  after  further  debate, 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  J.  Q..  ADAMS, 
that  the  House  do  adjourn, 
And  the  question  being  put, 
It  was  decided    in    the   negative — yeas   81, 
nays  121. 

And  after  further  debate, 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  CHILTON  AL- 
LEN, that  the  House  do  adjourn, 
And  the  question  being  taken, 
It    was  decided    in    the   negative—yeas  92, 
nays  105. 

A.  call  of  the  House  was  then  ordered,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  CHILTON  ALLEN. 

The  doors  were  then  closed,  and  excuse* 
1  were  then  offered  for  Isaac  C.  Bates,  James  IL 
Beale,  Horace  Binney,  Joseph  Chinn,  Nathaniel 
H.  Clayborne,  Joseph  H.  Crane,  Millard  Fillw 
more,  Benjamin  Gorhara,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  Mi- 
cajah  T.  Hawkins,  Albert  G.  Hawes,  George*. 
McDuffie,  John  Y.  Mason,  John  I.  Milligan,. 
Henry  Mitchell,  John  Reed,  Abraham  Rencber,.. 
and  Ebenezer  Young. 

Further  proceedings  in  the  call  were  then  dis- 
pensed with. 

The  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Beahdslet,  but  was  not  demanded  by  a  majori- 
ty of  the  members  present. 

Mr.  BANKS  then  modified  his  said  motion  tc* 
amend  so  as  to  leave  the  first  resolution  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  Elections  entire,  and  to 
the  said  resolution  his  said  amendment- -viz: 

That  all  the  votes  be  given  by  qualified  voters, 
which  were  received  in  Lancaster,  Garrard  coun- 
ty, whilst  Moses  Grant,  Esq.  acted  .as  one  of 
the  judges  on  the  first  morning  of  the  election,, 
in  August  last,  and  those  of  a  like  character 
given  on  the  second  day  of  the  election,  in  the 
absence  of  the  she:  iff,  ought  to  be  estimated  in 
ascertaining  the  result  of  the  election. 

That  the  votes  of  David  McKee,  Alfred  W. 
Buford,  Elijah  Morat,  Clayton  Fitzpatrick,  Wm. 
R.  Preston,  R.  L.  Berry,  Blackborne  LefBer, 
Robert  McKeown,  Giles  M.  Ormand,  and  Lewis 
L.  Mason,  given  in  Mercer  county,  be  counted  j 
the  first  nine  for  R.  P.  Letcher,  and  the  last  one 
for  T.  P.  Moore. 

That  the  votes  of  Job  M.  Han,  Reuben  Young, 
Vincent  Inge,  Jacob  Coffman,  Wm.  Jenkins, 
and  the  Rev.  David  Robereton,  be  aken  from  the 
number  of  votes  allowed  by  the  majority  of  the 
committee  to  Moore,  in  Mercer  county,  and 
added  to  those  counted  for  Letcher. 

That  the  votes  of  Eli  Williams,  and  W.  Dow- 
son,  of  Anderson  county,  and  those  of  Wm. 
Conner,  Charles  Welsh,  Thomas  Hawes,  Mont- 
gomery Valandingham,  Joseph  Murroin,  Levi 
Nunnery,  Richard  Curd,  Anderson  Hulet,  Hick- 
man Evans,  Henry  Wood,  Richard  White,  of 
Jessamine  county,  be  counted  for  Robert  P. 
Letcher. 

The  question  a<?ain  recurred  on  the  said  a- 
mendment,  when  a  division  of  the  same  was  called 
for;  and  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  agree 
to   so  much  of  said  amendment  as  proposes  to 
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the  first  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  ol 
Elections,  the  following — viz: 

That  all  the  votes  by  qualified  voters,  which 
were  received  in  Lancaster,  Garrard  county, 
whilst  Moses  Grant,  Esq.  acted  as  oue  of  the 
judges,  on  the  first  morning1  of  the  election,  in 
August  bst,  ought  to  be  estimated  in  ascertaining 
the  result  of  the  election. 
Passrd  in  the  affirmative:  yeas  112,  nays  102. 
The  question  was  then  put  on  the  second 
member  of  the  said  amendment — viz:  to  add  to 
tlie  first  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  the  following — viz: 

And  those  of  like  character  given  on  the  se- 
cond day  of  the  election,  in  the  absence  of  the 
sheriff",  ought  to  be  estimated  in  ascertaing  the 
result  of  the  election. 

/;  Passed  in  the  affirmative;  yeas  131;  nays  84. 
The  question  was  then  stated  that  the  House 
do  agree  to  the  third  member  of  the  said  amend- 
ment— viz:  to  add  to  the  first  resolution  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  Elections,  the  following' — 
viz: 

That  the  votes  David  McKee,  Afred  "W.  Bu- 
ford,  Elijah  Mouret,  Clayton  Fitzpatrick,  Wm. 
R.  Preston,  R.  L.  Berry,  Blackbourne  Teffler 
Robert  McKowen,  Giles  M.  Ormand,  and  Lewis 
L.  Mason,  (Theological  students,)  given  in 
Mercer  county,  be  counted  the  first  nine  for  R. 
P.  Letcher,  and  the  last  one  for  T.  P.  Moore. 

A  further  division  of  the  question  on  this  mem- 
ber was  called  for,  so  as  to  except  therefrom  the 
names  of  Blackburne  Teffler,  and  Giles  M.  C;r- 
mond. 

And  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  agree 

to  the  same,  with  the  exception  of  the  names  of 

Blackburne  Teffler,  and  Giles  M.  Ormond. 

It  passed  in  the  affimative;  yeas  119,  nays  96. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  so  much  of  the 

said  third  member  as  contains  the  names  of  the 

said  Blackburne  Teffler,  and  Giles  M.  Ormond. 

Passed  in  the  affirmative:  yeas  112,  nays  103. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  4th  member 

of  the  said  amendment,  when 

Mr.  BANKS  modified  the  said  4th  member, 
by  striking  out  the  name  of  "Jacob  Coffman," 
and  af  er  the  name  of  David  Roberston  inserting 
as  follows: — "being  the  persons  whose  votes  were 
-erased  from  the  list  of  votes  given  to  Robert  P. 
Letcher,  and  transferred  to  the  list  of  those  given 
to  Thomas  P.  Moore,"  so  as  to  make  said  4th 
member  read  as  follows  : 

That  the  votes  of  Job  M.  Han,  Reuben  Young, 
Vincent  Inge,  Wm.  Jenkins,  and  the  Rev.  David 
Roberston,  being  the  persons  whose  votes  were 
erased  from  the  list  of  votes  given  to  Robert  P. 
Letcher,  and  transferred  to  the  list  of  those  given 
to  Thomas  P.  Moore,  be  taken  from  the  number 
•f  votes  allowed  by  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee to  Thomas  P.  Moore,  in  Mercer  county,  and 
added  to  those  counted  for  Robert  P.  Letcher. 
It  passed  in  the  affirmative:  yeas  119,  nays  95. 
The  question   then  recurred  on  the  5th  and 
last  member  of  the  amendment,  proposed  by  Mr. 
Banks  to  the  report  of  Committee  of  Elections. 
And  after  debate  thereon, 
The  House  adjourned  until  Monday  next,  11 
o'clock,  A,  M. 


DEFEKRED  SPEECHES. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  PLUMMER, 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  May  26,  1834, 
on  the  Jones   County  resolutions,  presented 
on  the  11th  of  May. 

Mr.  P.  rose  and  said,  that  a  voice  had  at  length 
been  heard  from  the  workingmen  of  Mississippi. 
His  predictions    on  that  floor  a  few  weeks  ago, 
had  been  verified.     The  democracy  of  that  State, 
he  said,  had  risen  in  their  might  and  resolved  to 
live  free  or  die.     They  have  resisted  the  tempta- 
tions held  out  to  them  by  the  bank.     They  have 
indignantly  refused  to  sell  their  liberties  so  dear- 
ly purchased  by  the  blood  of  their  fathers  to  a 
moneyed  corporation,  for  a  few  millions  of  rag- 
money  dollars.     They  have,  like  the  patriots  of 
the  revolution,  borne   the  pressure  of  the  times 
until  the  last  turn  of  the  screw,  without  a  mur*- 
mur  or  a  groan;  and  then,  as  if  by  enchantment, 
burst  asunder  the  whole  machinery  by  which  the 
United    States    Banking   Institution   sought  to 
clamp,  confine  and  enslave  them;  and  added  an- 
other chapter  to  the  evidence  already  adduced  to 
prove  that  the  people  are  the  source  of  all  pow- 
er.   The  voice  of  that  portion  of  the  people   of 
Mississippi,  who  had  at  all  times  stood  by  him 
and  sustained  him  in  his  efforts  to  put  down  the 
aristocracy  of  the  State  and  raise  the   standard 
of  equal  rights  and  equal  privileges  on  its  ruins, 
has  at  length  been  raised,  said  Mr.  P.,  and  the 
echo  has  reached  the  halls  of  the  National  Legis- 
lature.    The  citizens  of  the   county  of  Jones, 
in  that  section  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  where 
there  was  as  much  patriotism,  as   much  love  of 
liberty,  as  much  devotion  to  our  free  institutions, 
and  he  would  venture  to  assert  without  the  fear 
of  contradiction  by  any  one  who  knew  the  peo- 
ple as  well  as  he  knew  them,    in  that  section  of 
the  State,  where  the  people  were  more  ready  to 
defend  from  violation  the  principles  of  that  Con- 
stitution handed  down  to  them  by  the  sages  of 
'76,  and  more  ready  to  resist  the  encroachments 
of  power  upon  their  rights  and  liberties  than  any 
portion  of  the  people  of  the  Union,  convened  at 
the  court  house  on  the  19th  day  of  March  last, 
and  resolved,  That  they  had  unshaken  confidence 
in  the  integrity,  firmness,  and  patriotism,  of  the 
present  Chief  Magistrate,  who  has  so  often  re- 
ceived the   unqualified    approbation    of  a  large 
majority   of  his   fellow  citizens;    and  that  the 
course  which  he  has  pursued  in   relation  to  the 
United  States   Bank,  particularly   as  evidenced 
by  the  removal  of  the  deposites  from  that  institu- 
tion, Increases  and  strengthens  his  claims  upon 
the  gratitude  and  admiration  of  his  countrymen: 
That  they  approve  of  the  course  pursued  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Taney)  in  remov- 
ing the  public    deposites,  and  that   the  removal 
of  the  people's  money  from  an  institution  so  dan- 
gerous and  corrupt,  was  but  an  act  of  justice  to 
the  outraged11  moral  sentiments    of   an    abused 
and  unsullied  people:  That  they   viewed  with 
contempt  the   conduct  and  course   pursued  by 
the    bank    party    at    a    public    meeting   late- 
ly   held    at  Natchez,   which  they  conceive   to 
be  a  prelude  to  worse  times,  if  the   bank  should 
succeed  ia  obtaining  a  recharter:  That  the  re- 
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charter  of  the  United  States  Bank  was  in  their 
opinion  dangerous  to  our  present  democratical 
form  of  goTernment — to  tho  rights  and  privile- 
ges of  the  people,  and  should  be  opposed  by  all 
good  men.  And  they  further  resolved,  that  they 
viewed  with  regret  that  some  of  their  public  men 
had  become  like  cattle  in  the  field,  subject  to  be 
bought  and  sold. 

The  working  portion  of  the  community,  he 
said,  were  the  last  to  become  excited  upon  a 
question  of  great  national  importance,  and  the 
last  to  make  a  movement  towards  expressing 
their  sentiments  in  relation  to  the  affairs  of  Go 
vernment;  but  when  they  do  move, said  Mr.  P., 
their  course  is  like  the  rushing  of  the  mighty 
winds  ;  their  might  "13  like  that  of  the  waves 
of  the  ocean  :  the  force  of  their  opinions  is 
like  the  power  of  the  boisterous  hurricane, 
driving  every  thing  before  it  and  numbing  to 
the  dust  the  haughty  oaks  of  the  political  for- 
est that  refuse  to  bow  submission  to  their  opin- 
ion?. There  is  no  power  on  earth  that  can 
withstand  their  influence.  Neither  the  officers 
of  a  free  government,  "clothed  with  a  little 
brief  authority,"  nor  the  monarch  on  his 
throne,  with  absolute  sway,  can  resist  their 
mandates.  There  was  a  latin  maxim  which  he 
bad  often  heard  quoted  by.  those  who  had  a 
knowledge  of  that  language,  the  meaning  of 
which  he  understood  to  be,  "the  voice  of  the 
People  is  the  voice  of  God."  If  such,  said  he, 
is  the  power  of  the  people,  who  can  stand  out 
against  their  expressed  opinions.  It  is  true, 
sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  we  hear  those  who  set  them- 
selves up  as  the  rulers  of  the  people,  but  who 
in  fact  are  their  mere  servants,  declare  their  in- 
tention "  to  discard  every  thing  like  party  ac- 
tion, when  they  shall  be  called  to  decide  upon 
th«  great  leading  principles  of  government  ;" 
notwithstanding,  however,  their  declarations 
and  professions,  when  they  see  the  expressions 
of  the  workingmen  of  the  country,  written  on 
the  wall .  they  will  tremble  before  the  omnipo- 
tent political  power  of  the  people,  and  their 
knees  will  smite  together  like  Belshazzar's. 
Standing  as  he  did,  by  himse'f,  in  opposition  to 
the  aristocracy  of  the  State,  professing  to  ad- 
vocate the  principles  of  the  workingmen,  at  a 
time  when  it  seemed  that  the  bank  had  pur- 
chased the  liberties  of  the  people,  so  far  »s  in- 
dividuals could  be  found  to  sell  themselves 
and  had  forced  others  by  the  exercise  of  her 
all-con»rolling  influence,  to  bow  submission  to 
her  manda'es  ;  it  was,  he  said  ,  gratifying  to  his 
feelings  to  find,  when  opposed,  abused,  perse 
cuted,  and  vilified  by  the  advocates  of  the  bank, 
and  frowned  upon  by  the  blind  followers  of 
men  disregarding  principle  and  professing  to 
support  the  measures  of  the  present  adminis 
tration  ;  that  he  was  sustained  by  those  who 
had  stood  by  him  in  all  of  his  political  s'mggles 
for  principle,  in  opposition  to  the  conmmed 
influence  of  National  Republicanism,  Nullifica 
tion  and  Jackson'sm. 

The  name  of  Jones  county,  and  her  old  and 
faithful  representative,  (Samuel  EUis.)  the  chair- 
man of  the  meeting  with  whom  he  fought  side 
by  side,  in  the  legislative  councils  of  the  State, 


for  those  democratic  principles  now  recognised 
as  the  constitutional  law  of  Mississippi,  operat- 
ed on  him,  he  said,  like  a  charm;  was  musio 
to  his  soul,  and  encouraged  him  to  redouble  his? 
exertions  in  support  of  the  efforts  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate  to  relieve  the  people  from  the  rag- 
money  bondage  of  the  bank,  and  the  haughty 
power  of  an  irresponsible  moneyed  corporation 
calculated  to  prostrate  the  rights  of  the  States 
and  destroy  the  liberties  of  the  people.  The 
people  who  composed  that  meeting,  are  no  man 
worshippers;  they  are  not  the  blind  followers 
of  any  man,  or  set  of  men;  they  support  the 
measures  of  the  administration  when  right,  and 
oppose  them  when  wrong;  they  have  decided 
that  the  body  politic  has  not  become  so  debili-, 
tated,  ncr  the  energies  of  the  people  reduced 
so  low,  that  th- government  cannot  continue  to 
exist  without  a  moneyed  monopoly  to  lean  up- 
on for  support.  They  have  said  that  they  are 
not  prepared  for  slavery;  they  have  shown 
themselves  worthy  of  that  rich  inheritance  han- 
ded down  to  them  by  the  patriots  of  the  revo- 
lution; they  have  declared  themselves  capable 
of  self  government.  Public  meetings,  Mr.  P. 
said,  had  been  held  by  the  people  in  different 
parts  of  the  State,  got  up  by  the  aristocrats,  the 
National  Republicans,  Nulliners,  Tariffites,  and 
those  indebted  to  the  bank,  denouncing  the  ad- 
ministration and  its  course  on  the  bank  question, 
and  sustaining  the  rest  of  the  delegation.  False 
representations  have  been  made  to  enlist  the 
people  on  the  side  of  the  bank.  Public  meet- 
ings have  also  been  called  by  the  office  hoklers, 
office  seekers,  and  the  Jacksoman  aristocrats, 
and  man-worshippers,  self-styliag  themselves 
the  democratic  republicans  of  the  State,  con- 
demning the  whole  delegation,  without  distinc- 
tion of  persons.  But  this,  he  said,  was  the  first 
movement  made  by  the  6o»ie  and  sinew  ot  the 
country,  uninfluenced  by  partisan  feelings  or 
sinister  motives,  for  the  purpose  of  approving 
of  the  course  pursued  by  the  administration  in 
relation  to  the  United  States  Bank  The  peo- 
ple have  been  excited  to  action,  and  the  politi- 
cal waves  put  in  motion  by  panic  makers  of  the 
bank,  and  nothing  can  appease  their  wrath  or 
calm  the  troubled  waters  short  of  a  total  aban- 
donment of  the  uncons'itutional  and  oppresive 
banking  system  adopted  by  the  General  Go- 
vernment. 

A  few  weeks  ago  the  most  of  the  leading  po- 
liticians of  the  State  had  taken  a  sand  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  course  pursued  by  the  President, 
or  seemed  to  hesitate  on  which  side  to  enlist, 
whether  on  the  side  of  the  people  or  the  bank. 
But  one  man  among  the  literati  of  the  State,  he 
said  he  had  the  firmness  and  independence  to 
encourage  h  m  to  stand  firm  in  ihe  course  he 
had  taken  during  the  present  session,  and  the 
officeholders  and  man-worshippirs  had  even 
succeeded  in  destroying  the  cofidence  of  the 
Executive  in  hirn.  Things  w<re,  he  said,  how- 
ever getting  rig-lit-  The  leaders  would  be  com- 
pelled to  bow  suhmiss  on  to  public  <  pinion. 
Trie  citizens  of  Jones  county  are  not  office 
seekers  They  have  no  other  object  in  view 
than  the  good  of  their  country.     They  have 
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spcken  the  honest  conviction  of  their  hearts 
without  fear,  favor,  or  affection  of  men,  and 
without  any  reward,  bope,  or  promise  thereof. 
They  have  spoken  the  language  of  freemen, 
and  the  sentiments  of  the  democracy  of  Missis- 
sippi. 

These  things,  he  said,  were  not  confined  to 
the  State  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent. 
They  are  spreading  to  the  most  remotest  cor- 
ners of  the  Union.  The  workingmen  of  Mas- 
sachusetts are  awakening  from  their  lethargy. 
The  democracy  of  the  ancient  commonwealth, 
who  were  first  to  resist  the  tyranny  of  Great 
Britain,  are  resolved  not  to  be  the  last  to  resist 
the  encroachments  of  a  purse-proud  aristocra- 
cy. The  republicans  of  Berkshire  the  Con 
gressional  district  represented  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  before  him,  (Mr.  Briggs,)  which  he, 
Mr.  P.  claimed  as  his  birth  place,  were  deter- 
mined, he  said,  not  to  be  outdone  by  their  sis- 
ter States  in  the  race  of  patriotism,  on  the  great 
question  now  convulsing  the  nation.  They 
too,  as  well  as  the  people  of  the  south ,  have 
discovered,  that  the  tides  of  moneyed  influence 
have  been  for  many  years  undermining  their 
original  principles,  and  washing  away  those 
Tights  and  privileges  guarantied  to  them  by  the 
great  magna  charta  of  their  liberties,  before  the 
foundations  of  the  republic  have  crumbled  from 
beneath  them,  and  while  it  is  yet  in  their  pow- 
er to  redress  the  wrongs  by  legal  and  constitu- 
tional means  they  too  are  not  resolved  to  sleep 
while  the  chains  of  domestic  slavery  are  being 
xivetted  on  the  limbs  by  a  haughty  moneyed 
aristocracy  They,  too,  have  discovered  that 
the  day  is  fast  approaching  when,  to  assert  their 
rights  as  freemen,  will  subject  them  to  the  stig- 
ma of  traitors,  and  punishment  of  rebels;  and 
that  they  are  already  denounced  as  tories  and 
enemies  to  their  country.  He  said  he  held  in 
his  hand  a  letter  received  a  few  days  since, 
from  a  friend  and  relative,  dated  at  Richmond, 
Mass.,  on  the  6th  instant.  The  writer,  he  said, 
was  a  democrat  of  the  old  school,  dyed  in  the 
wool.  He  is,  said  Mr.  P.,  a  workingman  in 
principle  as  well  as  practice.  He  is  a  carpenter 
and  house-joiner  by  trade,  and  by  the  fruits  of 
his  industry,  has  been  enabled,  for  a  few  years 
past,  to  cultivate  a  farm,  the  proceeds  of  which 
he  depends  upon  to  support  his  family.  He  is 
no  office-seeker,  no  political  juggler,  and  has 
nothing  but  the  good  of  his  country  at  heart. 
Although  the  letter  was  not  intended  for  the 
public  eye,  it  accorded  so  well  with  his  own 
opinions,  that  he  could  not  refrain  from  read- 
ing some  extracts  therefrom,  believing,  as  he 
did,  that  it  spoke  the  language  of  the  working- 
men  of  old  Berkshire.  Mr.  P.  then  read  the 
following  extracts: 

"Permit  me  to  return  you  my  sincere'thanks 
for  the  favors  shown  in  sending  me  public  doc- 
uments. It  has  furnished  me  with  some  inter- 
esting intelligence  which  I  could  not  otherwise 
have  obtained.  You  will  excuse  me  for  the 
liberty  I  take;  lam  neither  a  writer  nor  a  pol- 
itician; that  you  know  by  my  writing;  there- 
fore, it  would  not  become  me,  as  a  plain  far- 
mer or  a.  laboring  man,  to  write  to  a  gentleman 


in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  giving 
my  views  on  any  particular  subject  which  they 
have  in  their  trust;  but  having  confidence,  sir, 
that  you  will  make  allowance  for  my  inabilities, 
and  not  expose  them,  will  give  a  few  ideas  of 
my  own,  however  they  may  differ  from  any  one 
else.  I  have  just  read  the  President's  Protest 
against  the  usurpation  of  the  Senate.  It  is  no- 
ble, patriotic,  like  all  other  of  his  writings, 
worthy  of  the  highest  place  in  the  pages  of  our 
history.  I  am  not  master  enough  of  language 
to  give  it  the  exalted  station  it  merits.  That, 
together  with  the  Veto,  ought  to  be  engraved 
in  large  letters  of  gold,  and  raised  so  high  in, 
the  heavens  that  it  can  be  read  by  every  indi- 
vidual that  inhabits  this  globe.  I  have  read  a 
small  pamphlet  which  was  sent  to  my  friend, 
pretending  to  prove  that  credit  is  preferable  to 
coin.  When  our  farmers  read  any  thing  that  is 
trying  to  substitute  paper  credit  in  place  of 
gold  and  silver,  there  is  a  kind  of  inaction  and 
gloom  upon  their  faces,  which  renders  them 
very  unpleasant.  But  when  they  read  of  a 
scheme  that  will  do  away  small  bank  notes,, 
and  substitute  specie  in  their  stead,  there  seems 
to  be  a  lively  action,  and  their  countenances, 
like  the  spring  blossoms  after  a  long  winter. 

1 'People  in  this  place,  I  think  I  may  safely  say, 
are  getting  more  and  more  in  favor  of  the  mea- 
sures pursued  by  the  President  in  relation  to  the 
bank.  His  most  bitter  enemies  say  they  do  not 
like  so  powerful  an  institution  as  that  of  Mr. 
Biddle's  bank,  and  that  it  ought  not  to  exist  any 
longer;  but  do  not  wish  that  President  Jackson, 
should  have  the  honor  of  pulling  it  down  under 
his  administration.  As  I  view  the  subject,  I 
hope  and  implore  the  goodness  of  Almighty- 
God,  that  so  powerful,  overbearing,  and  cor- 
rupt an  institution,  that  can  give  into  the  hands 
of  a  small  class  of  people,  the  power  as  well 
as  influence,  to  distress  a  whole  nation,  might 
in  this,  our  day,  be  purged  from  our  Republic. 
If  those  are  not  your  views,  permit  me,  sir,  as 
you  have  a  better  opportunity  to  form  a  more 
correct  knowledge  of  the  subject,  to  ask  of  you 
to  give  me  a  slight  view,  by  way  of  letter.  Per- 
haps, sir,  you  may  think  I  take  a  great  interest 
in  this  bank  concern  for  a  man  in  my  capacity 
and  occupation  of  life.  I  certainly  do.  There 
has  never  been,  since  1816,  in  my  opinion,  a 
subject  brought  up  before  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  that  ought  to  wake  up  and  call 
the  attention  of  every  individual  citizen  like  this. 
I  hope  that  institution  which  has  been  called  by 
the  name  of  the  United  States'  Bank,  will  never 
be  rechartered  for  any  term  of  time,  however 
short,  upon  any  conditions  or  modifications 
whatsoever;  for  I  do  not  think  that  that  institu- 
tion was  ever  properly  entitled^to  that  name. 

«'My  reasonsjfor  this  are,  the  people  generally 
have  not  been  led  to  the  inquiry  of  the  principles 
and  situation  of  the  bank,  as  they  otherwise 
would,  had  it  not  been  called  by  that  name.— 
Our  good  honest  farmers  have  supposed,  untd 
very  lately,  that  bills  on  the  United  States'  Bank 
were  as  safe  to  be  locked  up  in  their  chests  as 
the  gold  and  silver — supposing  the  United  States 
accountable  for  all  the  bills  issued  from   that 
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bank,  and  would  redeem  them  at  any  future  day. 
Now  they  begin  to  see  their  trust  is  in  the  hands 
of  a  class  of  individual  speculators.  Let  every 
institution  be  called  by  the  name  of  its  proper 
owners.     Just  as  I  was  about  to  close  my  scrib 

bles,  Mr. called  on  me  ;  after  passing  the 

usual  compliment,  I  inquired  how  the  adminis- 
tration stood  in  his  estimation?  (not  expecting 
any  very  favorable  answer,  knowing-  that  he  had 
been,  ever  since  Jackson's  election,  violently  op- 
posed to  his  administration  ;)  he  said,  he  sup- 
posed I  had  reference  particularly  to  the  remo- 
val of  the  public  moneys  from  the  United  States' 
Bank.  Thus  far,  said  he,  I  can  say,  the  people 
of  the  United  States  will  yet  bless  Old  Hickory, 
for  the  decided  measures  he  has  taken  with  that 
Bank.  If  that  institution  can  cause  so  great  a 
pressure,  and  create  such  a  panic,  throughout 
the  whole  United  States  at  this  time,  what 
could  it  not  do  in  a  few  years  more?  He  not 
only  spoke  his  own  mind,  but  the  minds  of  many 
others  of  the  same  stamp.  These  saying  con- 
firm what  I  have  already  said  " 

Such  language  might  not  be  very  acceptable 
to  those  who  differ  with  him  in  opinion,  and 
those  who  charged  every  one  that  sustained  the 
administration,  on  the  bank  question,  with  be- 
ing under  the  influence  of  improper  motives, 
and  particularly  those  who  intimate  that  all  who 
support  this  measure  of  the  Executive,  are  the 
"slaves  and  vassals  of  Andrew  Jackson,  and 
that  they  are  ready  to  exchange  the  Constitu- 
tion and  law  for  the  will  of  a  weak  old  man.  Such 
language  needed  no  reply.  It  was,  in  his  opin- 
ion, unworthy  of  that  character  which  every 
gentleman  on  that  floor  ought  to  maintain.  It 
was  not,  he  said,  the  voice  of  prudence  and  dis- 
cretion, aiming  at  the  good  of  the  country,  but 
it  was  the  language  of  mad  ambition,  reckless  of 
the  interests  of  the  people,  and  every  hingeise 
save  the  prostration  of  the  popularity  of  the 
present  administration,  the  elevation  of  their 
political  God  to  power,  and  a  division  of  power, 
and  a  division  of  the  "loaves  and  fishes"  among 
the  hungry  curs  of  their  party.  They  are  the 
fulminations  of  a  crazed  brain,  distracted  by  be- 
ing disappointed  in  his  political  aspirations. — 
They  are  the  ravings  and  rantings  of  that  party 
who  threaten  one  day  to  destroy  the  Union, 
rather  than  submit  to  an  uncons'itutional  and 
oppressive  system  of  taxation,  which  they  them- 
selves are  the  authors  of,  and  the  next  day  at- 
tempt to  excite  the  people  to  rebellion,  because 
they  will  not  bow  submission  to  an  irresponsi- 
ble corporation,  about  to  enslave  a  free  country, 
•which  they  themselves  admit  to  be  in  violation 
of  the  Constitution. 

[Remarks  of  Mr  PLUMMER  in  continuation 
Of  those  made  on  the  12th  of  May.  J 

Mr.  Plumker  observed  that  he  had  finished 
the  remarks  he  had  intended  to  make  on  the 
merits  of  the  resolutions,  but  before  he  submit- 
ted the  usual  motion  to  print  and  lie  on  the  table. 
He  felt  it  due  to  himself  that  be  should  claim 
the  attention  of  the  House  a  few  minutes  loo 
£er. 

When  his  remarks,  two  weeks  ago,  o      he  re- 


solution of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Seldew)  in  connexion  with  the  Onieda 
memorial,  were  arrested  by  the  Chair,  as  trans- 
cending the  permission  granted  by  the  House,  he 
was  proceeding  to  reply  to  the  pretended  speech 
of  his  colleague  (Mr.  Cage)  published  under 
circumstances  well  known  to  every  gentleman 
on  that  floor.  That  discussion  first  originated 
upon  the  Natchez  resolutions,  presented  to  the 
House  on  the  26th  day  of  March  last,  which 
came  up  for  consideration  on  the  31st  of  the  same 
month.  He  then  had  the  honor  to  address  to 
the  House  a  few  remarks,  confined  mostly  to  the 
expressions  of  public  sentiment  in  Mississippi, 
and  the  local  politics  of  that  State.  The  pre- 
tended speech  of  his  colleague,  which  he  had 
the  honor  of  dissecting,  when  last  on  the  floor 
(on  Monday  the  12th  inst.)  it  would  be  recollect- 
ed was  in  reply  to  his  (Mr.  P.'s)  remarks  de- 
livered on  that  occasion.  One  of  the  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  the  citizens  of  Jonesj  county, 
was,  he  said  in  response  to  the  Natchez  resolu- 
tions. He  therefore  considered  this  a  suitable 
occasion  to  finish  what  he  intended  to  say  when 
called  to  order  the  first  time  by  the  Chair.  For 
that  purpose  he  asked  the  special  permission  of 
the  House.  No  objection  being  made,  he  pro- 
ceeded. 

He  said  it  had  been  stated  by  his  colleague 
(Mr.  Cage)  that  the  question  of  the  removal  of 
the  deposites  from  the  Bank  ofthe  United  States, 
was  different  from  the  question  of  rechartering 
that  institution,  and  consequently  was  not  before 
the  people  of  Mississippi  at  the  last  Congres- 
sional election.  For  the  sake  of  argument  he 
would  yield  the  point,  and  admit  that  the  ques- 
tions were  different.  He  stated  on  anotherocca- 
sion  what  the  real  question  was,  before  the  peo- 
ple of  that  State.  He  would  not  repeat  it.  la 
that,  it  had  been  stated  by  his  colleague,  that 
he  was  mistaken.  The  sole  complaint  against 
a  certain  distinguished  Senator  he.  (Mr.  Cage) 
said  ,  was  his  vote  on  the  nomination  of  a  Minis- 
ter to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  He  would  row  ad- 
duce a  proof  of  his  assertion,  the  circular  ad- 
dress of  that  Senator  to  the  Legislature,  in  reply 
to  the  charges  preferred  against  him  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State.  The  defence  set  up  by  that 
gentleman  shows  what  was  the  real  issue  before 
the  people ,  and  of  what  he  stood  accused. 

Mr.  Plcmmer  then  read  the  following  extract 
from  Mr.  Poindexter's  circular — 

"The  relation  in  which  I  stand  to  you  as  one 
of  jour  Senators  in  Congress,  involving  the  high; 
responsibility  of  the  representative  to  the  con- 
stituent, imposes  on  me  the  duty  of  imparting 
to  you,  and  through  you  to  the  people  of  Mis- 
sissippi, the  important  measures  which  have  bees 
brought  under  the  consideration  ofthe  Senate, 
and  my  views  in  reference  to  them,  during  the 
interesting  period  since  I  took  my  seat  in  that 
body. 

The  propriety  of  this  exposition,  apardj  from 
considerations  which  might  authorize  you  to  ex- 
pect it  from  me  in  a  crisis  of  our  national  history 
so  portenteus  as  the  present,  strongly  enforced 
by  the  exceptions  which  have  been  taken  to  some 
of  my  acta  by  a  portion  ofthe  people  ofthe  State, 
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■which  a  conscious  rectitude  impels  me  to  justify 
by  a  Bolemn  appeal  to  the  justice  and  magna- 
nimity of  those  whose  confidence  I  have  so  long 
enjoyed,  and  which  I  feel  has  not  been  violated 
3n  the  discharge  of  the  trust  to  which  I  was  call- 
ed by  the  unsolicited  suffrages  of  your  prede- 
cessors." 

In  reply  to  the  particular  specification  that  he 
had  voted  against  the  recharter  of  the  United 
States  Bank,  he  used  the  following  language: 

"  The  hill  reported  at  any  early  part  of  the 
session  for  this  object,  passed  both  Houses  of 
Congress  hy  respectable  majorities,  but  was  not 
approved  by  the  President.  I  voted  in  favor  of 
renewing  the  charter  of  this  moneyed  institution 
for  a  limited  time." 

u  The  renewal  of  the  charter,  at  this  time,  is 
recommended  by  considerations  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  prosperity  of  the  agricultural 
and  commercial  interests  of  the  country.  Thir- 
ty millions  of  the  capital  of  this  institution  is  in 
the  hands  of  those  who  reside  west  of  the  Alle- 
ghany mountains,  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississip- 
pi; two  millions  of  this  sum  is  loaned  to  the  peo- 
ple of  our  State.  It  must  be  obvious,  therefore, 
•that  to  urge  the  bank ,  by  closing  its  affairs,  to 
withdraw  this  vast  amount  from  circulation, 
would  produce  very  great  distress  and  embarrass- 
ment; the  rate  of  interest  would  be  doubled  on 
-every  dollar  borrowed  by  a  debtor  who  might  be 
compelled  to  meet  his  bank  accommodations; 
commercial  facilities  would  diminish,  and  the 
great  staple  commodity  of  the  South  would  be 
driven  to  seek  a  market  abroad,,  in  consequence 
of  the  deranged  state  of  the  circulating  medium 
at  home.  It  is  difficult,  indeed,  to  calculate  the 
mischiefs  of  this  sulden  check  to  the  national 
currency,  which  has  so  long  been  employed  in  the 
purchase  of  our  products,  and  dispensed  in  loans 
throughout  the  whole  country.  The  rate  of  ex- 
change, also,  which  has  been  equalized  between 
the  great  commercial  cities  of  New  York,  Phila- 
delphia, and  New  Orleans,  would  undergo  an 
immediate  change,  favorable  to  the  former,  and 
to  the  prejudices  of  the  latter,  and  to  the  whole 
western  and  southern  portions  of  the  Union.  To 
prevent  these  evils,  and  to  preserve  a  sound  pa- 
per medium  whose  value  was  the  same  at  all 
places  to  which  it  might  be  carried,  I  have  deem- 
ed it  my  solemn  duty  to  support  the  present 
Bank  of  the.  United  States.  I  know  that  the  am- 
bitious and  powerful  State  of  New  York  has 
used  all  its  influence  to  prostrate  this  institution; 
the  motives  by  which  the  managers  from  that 
quarter  are  actuated,  cannot  be  mistaken.  They 
are  sinister  and  selfish;  having  no  other  object 
than  their  own  aggrandizement,  at  the  expense 
of  other  sections  less  commercial,  and  generally 
debtors  to  that  important  commercial  emporium 
for|  foreign  fabrics  imported  into  the  United 
States,  and  vended  at  that  port." 

The  question,  then,  of  recharter,  it  appears 
by  this  evidence,  was  before  the  people.  The 
people  had  at  that  time  the  votes  of  their  dele- 
gates in  Congress  and  the  veto  message  under 
consideration  and  discussion.  What  the  gen- 
tleman's (Mr.  Cask's)  positive  pledges  were, 
he  did  not  know,  nor  did  he  care;  the  facts 


were  simply  these:  A  portion  of  the  people  of 
the  State  were  in  favor  of  the  administration. 
The  administration  opposed  to  the  bank.  Ano- 
ther portion  of  the  people  were  opposed  to  the 
administration  and  in  favor  of  rechartering  the 
bank.  His  honorable  colleague  was  a  profess- 
ed friend  of  the  administration.  He  took  sides 
with  the  administration  party,  and  against  those 
who  advocated  the  recharter  of  the  bank.  He- 
was  supported  by  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion, and  by  the  administration  party  elected. 
This  he  admits .  What  is  now  the  natural  con- 
clusion which  every  reasonable  man  must  bring 
his  mind  to,  after  hearing  the  circumstances? 
He  repeated  that  the  conduct  of  his  colleague 
amounted  to  a  pledge  to  support  the  measures 
of  the  administration  generally,  or  to  a  pledge 
to  support  such  leading  measures  of  the  admi- 
nistration, in  particular,  as  were  then  under 
discussion  and  consideration.  If  he  did  not 
mean  to  do  one  or  the  other,  he  deceived  the 
people.  This  way  or  being  politically  oppos- 
ed to  the  leading  measures  of  the  administra- 
tion, and  still  claim  to  be  an  administration 
man,  because  he  is  a  personal  friend  of  the 
President,  he  did  not  understand.  My  col- 
league, said  Mr.  P.,  seems  determined  to  make 
a  false  issue  between  him  and  myself,  for  the 
purpose  of  diverting  the  attention  of  the  people 
from  the  merits  of  the  main  question,  He  ac- 
cuses me  of  casting  "unmerited  obloquy"  on 
a  poriion  of  my  constituents  and  fellow-citizens. 
Mr,  P.  said  he  understood  that  matter  perfectly 
well. 

He  (Mr.  C.)  puts  charges  into  my  mouth 
against  my  constituents,   said  Mr.   P.,  that  he 
may  have  an  apology  to  volunteer  in  their  de- 
fence, and  appear  as  their  champion   on  this 
floor.     He  did  not  say  that  all  those  opposed 
to  the  President  were  federalists,   or  belonged 
to  the  anti-war  party.  He  merely  s  iid  that  they 
were  •in  favor  of  rechartering  the  United  States' 
Bank,  and,  consequently,  in  favor  of  restoring 
the  deposites.       The  gentleman  does  not  seem 
to  be  well  versed  in  the  political  history  of  the 
country,  said  Mr.  P.,  or  else  his  object  was  to 
misrepresent  him  intentionally.    By  federalists 
of '98,he  meant  those  who  supported  the  mea- 
sures of  the  elder  Adams,  under  whose  admini- 
stration the  alien  and  sedition  laws  were  pass- 
ed, and  opposed  the  doctrines  of  Jeff  rson,  as 
set  forth  in  the  celebrated  Virginia  and   Ken- 
tucky resolutions.     Some  of  our  most  respect- 
able, high  minded,  and  honorable  citizens,  are 
of  this  class  of  politicians.     To  say  that  a  man 
is  a   political  disciple  of  John  Adams,  is  not 
speaking  of  him  reproachfully.  A  purer  patriot 
never  lived.     He  entertained  opinions  different 
from  Mr.  Jefferson,  but  the  American  people 
have  done  equal  honor  to  the  memory  of"  both, 
By  the  anti-war  party,  he  meant  those  whoop- 
posed  the   declaration  of  war  with   Great  Bri- 
tain, on  the  grounds  of  expediency.butdid  not 
withhold  their  services  after  war  was  declared. 
Such  he  understood  from  a  late  authentic  his- 
tory of  the  Hartford   Convention,  to  be  the 
avowed  opinions  of  its  members.     He  did  not 
mean  those  who  thought  it  "unbecoming  a  mo~ 
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ral  and  religious  people  to  rejoice  at  their 
ccnntry'9  victories  »*  They  were  unworthy  of 
the  appellation.  He  would  brand  them  with  a 
more  odious  name.  In  illustration  of  what  he 
meant,  he  would  remark  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  State,  one  of  the  individuals  composing  the 
meeting,  was  a  State  rights  politician  of  the 
Jefferson  school,  but  he  belonged  to  the 
••bank  ptrty."  His  colleague,  he  said, seemed 
not  to  understand  what  was  meant  by  the  work- 
ingmen  of  Mississippi,  and  intimated  that  he 
wished  to  make  an  invidious  distinction  be- 
tween those  who  labor  for  a  livelihood,  and 
those  who  did  not  labor.  Since  he  affected  to 
be  so  ignorant  of  the  political  history  otitis  own 
State,  he  would  inform  him  who  he  meant  by 
the  "workingmen  of  Mississippi."  He  did  not 
mean  those  who  labored  with  their  own  hands 
exclusively,  as  contradistinguished  fom  those 
who  do  not  labor;  nor  did  he  mean  the  poor 
exclusively,  as  contradistinguished  from  those 
in  more  opulent  circumstances.  A  m«n,  he 
said,  might  be  a  workingmen  in  principle,  and 
advocate  the  doctrines  of  the  party,  without 
being  a  mechanic  or  laborer;  he  might  be  a 
lawyer,  a  physician ,  a  merchant,  or  a  planter. 
He  meant,  he  said,  tho-e  who  advocated  such 
doctrines  as  were  calculated  to  promote  *'the 
greatest  good  of  the  greatest  number, "and  who 
were  consequently  opposed  to  monoplies  of 
all  kinds,  which  were  beneficial  to  the  rich 
alone,  and  injurious  to  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  who  composed  the  laboring  portion  of 
the  community.  As  he  intended  to  enter  more 
at  large  into  the  principles  advocated  by  the 
workingmen  of  the  country  at  another  time, 
be  would  not,  on  that  occasion,  he  said, trouble 
the  House  with  particulars.  He  would,  how 
ever,  he  said,  for  the  bent-fit  of  his  colleague, 
identify  the  workingmen  of  Mississippi,  so  that 
he  would  know  them,  thereafter,  by  thatn^me. 
They  compose,  said  Mr.  P.,  that  portion  of  the 
community  who,  in  1817,  opposed  a  certain 
party,  in  their  efforts  to  incorporate  into  our 
State  Constitution  a  clause  taking  into  the  ntio 
of  representation  the  slave  as  well  as  the  white 
population,  which  would  have  taken  the  poli- 
tical influence  out  of  the  hands  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  people,  that  compose  the  laboiing 
portion  of  the  community,  and  thrown  it  imo 
the  power  of  the  lordly  aristocratic  slave  h<  Id- 
ers,  many  of  whom  have  as  little  rrgard  for 
the  rights  of  the  people  a9  for  their  own  ne- 
groes. They  cornpo-e  that  portion  of  the 
community  who,  with  a  few  choice  spirits  at 
their  head,  have  been  struggling  for  equal 
rights  and  equal  privileges,  from  that  time  on- 
ward, and  who  succeeded,  in  832,  in  gaining 
a  triumphant  victory  over  the  aristocracy  of  the 
State,  by  expunging  from  the  Constitution 
those  anti-republican  and  odious  features  con- 
tained in  that  instrument:  depriving  a  poor  man 
from  any  participation  in  the  affairs  of  Govern- 
ment; authorizing  the  judges  and  other  public 
functionaries  to  hold  their  ofFces  during  life, 
and  taking  from  the  hands  of  the  people  the 
appointment  of  their  officers;  and  who  succeed- 
ed iu  incorporating  into  that  sacred  instrument, 


in  lieu  thereof,  the  ever  memorable  provisions, 
dspensing  with  all  property  qualifications  for 
eligibility  to  office,  and  the  right  of  suffrage,, 
limiting  the  tenure  of  office  to  a  short  specified 
period  of  time;  and  reserving  to  the  people- 
themselves  the  inherent  right  of  electing  all 
their  public  functirnaries,  from  their  highest 
executive  and  judicial  officers,  down  to  the 
justices  of  the  peace  and  constables  They 
compose  that  portion  of  the  great  mass  <  f  the 
people  who  aided  in  elevating  our  present 
Chief  Magistrate  to  the  chair  of  State,  and  were 
proud  of  the  appellation  of  the  ••  Jackson  par- 
ty," so  long  as  JacksonUm  continued  to  have  a 
definite  and  specified  meaning.  But  when 
they  discovered  that  their  leaders  had,  in  their 
blind  devotion  to  men,  lost  sight  of  the  great 
principles  by  which  they  professed  to  be  go- 
verned, and  were  about  to  hood-wink  and 
s'tarkle  them,  with  the  fetters  of  a  party  con- 
tending for  the  succession  of  the  Presidency, 
they  resolved  to  burst  asunder  the  chains  of 
their  faithless  leaders,  and  adhere  to  their  ori- 
ginal principles.  So  long  as  Jacksonism  meant 
the  State  Righ's  doctrines  of  the  JtffrrsoniaA 
school,  they  boasted  of  the  name;  but  when  it 
began  to  mean  tariff  and  anti-tariff,  bank  and 
anti-bank,  State  Rights  and  consolidation — 
any  thing,  every  thing,  and  nothing — they 
thought  it  was  time  to  withdraw,  change  their 
title  and  set  up  for  themselves.  Although  they 
agree  with  the  State  Rights'  division  of  the 
party  in  principle,  they  thought  it  inexpedient 
to  follow  them  to  the  brink  of  dissolution,  nor 
could  they  be  induced,  as  much  as  they  are 
devoted  to  the  President,  to  violate  the  Con- 
stitution, by  following  the  Jackson  division 
of  the  party  into  the  other  extreme  of  consoli- 
dation. 

During  the  South  Carolina  excitements,  they 
steered  clear  of  Scylla  and  Charibdis.  They  do 
not,  said  Mr.  P.,  believe  in  human  perfection, 
nor  in  the  infallibility  of  man.     They  are  wil- 
ling to   view    with  a  charitable  eye,  this  one 
error  of  the  President,  in  his  cont-truction  of 
the  powers  of  the  General  Government.  What- 
ever error-,  said  Mr.  P.,  he  may,  in  their  opi- 
n  on,  have  committed,  he  has  sufficiently  atoi  ed 
for  in  his  struggle  to  relieve  them  from  th^  iron, 
grasp  of  a  moneyed  tyrant,  about  to  enslave  a 
free    people,    whose    ancestors     bared    their 
breasts  and  spilled  their  blood  to  be  relieved 
from  a  much  less  dangerous  power.     They  are 
not  the  supporters  of  any  adm:nistration,  right 
or  wrong,    with  regard  to  principle.      They 
would   <  ppose  any  administration    in    favor  of 
granting  exclusive  privileges  to  companies,  or 
of    exempting    companies    from    liabilities  to 
which  individuals  are  subject,  and  particularly 
to  banks,  the   most  pernicious  of  all  corpora- 
tions, inasmuch  as  they,  by  virtue  t»f  their  ex- 
clusive   privileges,   have  the   entire  control  of 
the  credit  and  currency  of  the  country.     They 
compose  that  portion  of  the  population  of  Mis- 
si  sippi  who  st  nd  opposed  to  the  aristocracy, 
whether  composed  of  birth,  of  wealth,   of  of- 
fice, of  learning,  or  of  talent,  which  exists  in 
tni*  and  every  other  country,  and  can  only  be 
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kept  from  trampling  on  the  rights  of  the  people 
"by  the  strong  arm  of  law."  They  have  at 
different  periods  been  known  by  the  name  of 
Whigs,  Democrats,  Republicans,  Jacksonmen; 
and  more  recently,  and  familiarly,  by  the  name 
of  the  People's  party.  When  they  opposed  the 
encroachments  of  the  dangerous  powers  of  the 
General  Government  upon  the  rights  of  the 
States,  they  were  identified  wi  h  and  called 
Nullfiers.  Now,  when  they  oppose  a  much 
more  dangerous  power,  a  moneyed  monopoly, 
repugnant  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  our 
Government,  they  are  accused  of  being  under 
the  influence  of  "party  trammels"  and  "decid- 
ed party  discipline,"  and  branded  with  the 
epithet  of  "collar  men."  All  the  opprobrious 
epithets  which  could  be  invented,  would  not; 
he  said,  drive  him  from  the  path  of  his  duty, 
nor  would  the  newspaper  slang  of  the  opposi*. 
tion,  although  it  should  fbe  endorsed  and  re- 
peated by  an  honorable  gentleman,  professing 
to  sustain  the  administration,  have  the  effect  of 
making  him  abandon  his  principles.  The  de- 
mocracy of  the  country  must  expect  those 
things;  they  must  calculate  on  being  called  by 
nick-names  by  way  of  ridicule.  Such  has  been 
the  case  ever  since  the  organization  of  the 
Government.  The  object  is  to  drive  all  those 
who  are  so  timid  as  to  be  afraid  of  hard  names, 
into  the  ranks  of  the?opposition.  The  idea  of 
being  under  the  'malign  influence'  of  the 
Kitchen  Cabinet  is  too  horrible  to  be  borne! 
Mr.  P.  said  his  colleague  complained  that  he 
should  be  "exposed  before  the  House  and  the 
■ation."  Mr.  P.  regretted,  as  much  as  any 
one,  the  necessity  of  making  the  exposure.  He 
deeply  deplored  it,  but,  it  would  be  remem- 
bered, that  his  colleague  was  the  aggressor 
He,  Mr.  P.,  had  only  acted  in  self  defence,and 
had  even  neglected  to  do  that,  until  driven  to 
the  wall.  If  his  honorable  colleague,  he  said, 
"had  none  of  that  ridiculous  pride,  which  some 
persons  manifest  in  respect  to  what  comes 
from  him,"  he  ought  to  have  sense  enough, not 
to  expose  his  ridiculous  pride  to  the  world,  by 
publishing  speeches  never  delivered.  Mr.  P. 
said,  that  these  were  the  substance  of  the  re- 
marks  he  intended  to  make,  when  first  called 
to  order  bv  the  Chair,  on  Monday,  the  12  h 
instant.  What  he  should  have  said,  when 
called  to  order  the  last  time,  if  he  had  been 
permitted,  owing  to  circumstances  that  ha 
since  transpired,  he  deemed  unnecessary  at  that 
time  to  mention. 

The  resolutions  were  then,  on  motion  of  Mr, 
Plummkb,  ordered  to  be  printed  and  laid  on 
the  table. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  CLAYTON, 
Fridat,  Mat  9,    1834, 

On  the  following  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 

Sutherland. 

"Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be.and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  pay  to  the  collectors,  naval  offi 
cers,  surveyors,  clerks,  gaugers,  weighers, 
proven,  markers,  and  measurers,  of  the  several 


pi  rts  of  the  United  States,  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated, and 
such  sums  as  will  give  to  the  said  officers,  re- 
spectively, the  same  compensation  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three, 
according  to  the  importations  of  that  year,  as 
they  would  have  been  entitled  to  receive,  if  the 
act  of  the  fourteenth  July,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-two,  had  not  gone  tnto  effect" — 

Mr.  CLAYTON  observed,  that  he  should  be 
opposed  to  the  amendment,  and  he  hoped  he 
should  have  it  in  his  power  to  show,  before  he 
closed  his  remuarks,  by  the  exhibition  of  cer- 
tain  facts  which   he  was   able  to  procure  in   a 
late  short   visit  to  the  city  of  New  York,  that 
the  House  will  act  very  unadvisedly  if  they  le- 
gislate at  present  on  the  subject  of  the  amemd- 
ment.     [Here   Mr.    Sutherland  asked  to  ex- 
plain the  object  of  his  amendment,  which  he 
did  by  a  speech  of  some  length;  at  the  close  of 
which  Mr.  Clattoi*   continued.]     He  thought 
the  House  ought  to  be  well   satisfied  with  the 
gentleman's  explanation,  for  it  related  to  mat- 
ters and  things  in  general,  and  doubtless  includ. 
ed  every  dispute  whirh  had  taken  place  in  the 
House   for  the  last  three  days;  but  it  did   not 
convince  him  that  the   proposition  was   either 
wise  or  just.     What  does  it  amount  to?     That 
the  dut  es  received  upon  the  importations  of 
1833,  decidedly  the  largest  that  have  ever  ac- 
crued under  this  Government,  should  constitute 
the  standard  by  which  the  fees  of  Custom  House 
officers    shall  hereafter    be   regulated!     The 
House  might  just  as  well  ascertain  by  the  Blue 
Book,  wh<t  they  received  during  the  last  year, 
and  fix  their  salaries  at  once  at  that  amount. — 
Who  does  not  perceive  that  such  a  proposition 
is  tantamount  to  the  establishment  of  fixed  sala- 
ries to  officers  whose  pay,  heretofore,  depend- 
ed upon  the  nature  and  extent  of  their  services; 
and,  what  is  worse,  just  at  a  time   when  those 
services  were  about   to  be  greatly  diminished? 
A  more  ingenious  device  to  enlarge  salaries, 
wl>en  we  are  endeavoring  to  reduce  them,  could 
not  possibly  be  conceived.    We   were  called 
upon  to   take  the   receipt  of  Cus'oms   for  the 
year  1833,  being  the  greatest  ever  known;  and 
whether  officers  performed  any  duties  or  not, 
thyaretobe  paid  according  to  their   wages 
received  in  that  year!     Let  us  further  examine 
into  the  monstrous  character  of  such  a  propo- 
sition.    By  the  act  commonly  called  the  com- 
promise act,  a  great  many  articles  are  rendered 
duly  free,  and  consequen  ly  all  those   classes 
of  services   belonging  to  Weighers,    Gaugers, 
Markers,  Measurers,  and  such  as  receive  a  per 
cent  upon  the   amount  of  duties,  will  be  evi- 
dently and  notoriously  reduced.    Yet  these  per- 
sons   are  to  receive  the  same  compensatioa 
which  accrued  to  them  in  the  great  business 
year  of  1833,  though  their  labor  has  ceased. — 
Take  an  illustration.     Teas  are  now  duty  free, 
and  consequently  the  necessity  for  weighing 
them  is  at  end;  but  a  public  weigher,  under  the 
amendment  proposed,  has  nothing  to  do  but  to 
ascertain  the  amount  of  that  immense  article  of 
importation,  for  the  year  1833,  and  receive  his 
fees  for  weighing,  though  not  a  single  pound 
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has  passed  through  his  hands.  But,  Mr.  C.  said, 
he  had  another  and  a  higher  reason  for  his  op- 
position to  the  amendment.  It  will  be  recollect- 
ed that  a  Committee  had  been  raised  for  the 
purpose  of  investigating  the  necessity  of  equal- 
ising and  reducing  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment, as  well  as  to  abolish  unnecessary  offices. 
The  Committee  had  entered  upon  that  duty, 
and,  as  a  member  of  it,  he  had  lately  acquired 
some   important  facts,  which  he  would  submit 
to  the  House,  to  show  the  proprieiy  of  abstain- 
ing from  legislation  on  the  matters  referred  to 
■that  Committee,  until  the  House  could  be  fur- 
nished with  all   the  information,  in  the  pursuit 
of  which  they  had  been  despatched.     He  said, 
in  his  visit  to  New  York,  against  which,  as  he 
had  understood, some  complaint  had  been  made, 
he  had  not  been  made  unmindful  of  the  trust 
committed  to  him   by  the  House,  and,   while 
there,  instituted  an  inquiry  into  the  affairs   of 
the  Custom  House,  being  the  most  important 
in  the  Union.    He  found  these  facts,  which  he 
would  submit  to  the  House,  with  this  qualifica- 
tion, that  there  might  be  some  slight  variation 
in  sums,  as  the  present  results  were  acquired 
under  a  hasty  enumeration.     In  the  year  1828, 
the  cost  to  the   Government  for  the  collection 
of  its  revenue  at  the  port  of  the  city  of  New 
York,   was   about  $130,000;  last  year  it  was 
370,000;  an  increase  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
thousand  dollars.     In  the  former  year,  the  sta- 
tionary  account  was,  about  $3,000;  now  it  is 
8,000. 
In  1828  there  were  35  collectors'  cl'ks,  now  66 
2  Appraisers,  "      7 

1  Appraiser's  Cl'k.  "    16 
63  Inspectors,  **  120 

6  Gaugers ,  "'    8 

13  Weighers,  "    14 

12  Measurers,  "    13 

4  Markers,  *'      9 

No  Night  Watch,  "  32 
It  will  be  perceived  that  there  is  a  most  ex- 
traordinary increase  of  expense  and  of  officers, 
and  we  are  told  that  it  is  justified  by  the  very 
great  increase  of  business  at  that  port.  This 
may  be;  but  in  order  to  satisfy  this  House  of  the 
truth  and  soundness  of  such  a  justification,  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  committee  to  procure  from 
the  Treasury  Department  a  tabular  statement 
of  the  amount  of  duties  received  in  each  year, 
or  quarter  of  the  year,  from  1828  to  this  time; 
and  therefore  these  facts  are  now  submitted 
merely  to  warn  the  House  of  the  danger  of 
proceed. ng  further  in  a  course  of  legislation  in 
Which  they  must  obviously  grope  their  way  in 
the  dark.  They  are  well  aware  that  the  com- 
promise act  has  made,  and  is  making,  a  mate- 
rial revolution  in  the  receipt  of,  customs,  and 
as  materially  affecting  the  services  of  very  many 
of  the  officers  connected  with  the  collection  of 
imposts.  Of  this  they  have  just  been  apprized 
by  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitted  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  so  that  the  subject  of  the  amendment 
on  the  table  is  now  before  two  of  your  com- 
mittees; one,  general;  and  the  other,  special; 
a  ad  yet  you  are  about  to  sweep  the  matter  from 


under  them  without  one  particle  of  information 
upon  which  you  can  found  any  thing  like  safe 
legislation. 

Mr.  C.  wished  to  be  understood  that  he 
gave  no  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  proposi- 
tion— he  did  not  wish  to  prejudge  them;  for,  on 
another  occasion,  and  in  another  place,  they 
might  be  sufficiently  just  to  deserve  respect — 
he  only  wished  to  exclude  the  subject  from  a 
common  appropriation  law,  designed  for  other 
purposes;  and  where,  if  once  lodged,  it  might 
be  placed  beyond  the  power  of  future  controL 

[Several  amendments  were  then  submitted  to 
Mr.  Sutherland's,  amendment,  which,  after 
considerable  discussion,  were  withdrawn,  and 
the  question  recurred  on  the  original  amend- 
ment, modified  by  the  mover.] 

Mr.  CLAYTON  again  rose  and  remarked, 
that  though  several  amendments  had  been  sub- 
mitted and  withdrawn,  yet  they  had  given  rise 
to  very  many  insinuations  that  could  not  possi- 
bly follow  them,  and  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  re- 
ply to  tbem ,  The  gentleman  from  N.  York, 
(Mr.  Cambreleng)  had  said,  in  substance,  that 
the  inquiry  made  concerning  the  condition  of 
the  Custom  House  at  New  York,  was  a  small 
business. 

[Mr.  Cambreleng  here  rose  to  explain  that 
he  did  not  say  the  inquiry  into  the  affairs  of 
the  Custom  House,  was  a  small  business;  but 
as  to  the  number  of  clerks,  and  their  compen- 
sation, he  did  consider  it  a  very  little  matter.] 

Mr.  CLAYTON  resumed,  by  saying  that  the 
question  was  fast  becoming  one  of  little  const- 
quence  by  the  unnecessary  interference  of  the 
gentleman,  and  the  very  little  understanding 
which  he  manifested  concerning  its  true  char- 
acter. His  remarks,  he  said,  related  to  the  en- 
tire subject  of  retrenchment;  and  that  branch 
connected  with  the  collection  of  the  customs 
had  furnished  the  first  opportunity  of  illustra- 
ting the  necessity  of  a  full  investigation  of  the 
charge  confided  to  the  committee  of  which  he 
was  the  chairman.  Not  by  scraps  of  legislation 
in  this  and  in  that  law,  but  that  it  should  be  re- 
duced to  a  system  embracing  every  expenditure 
of  Government,  in  every  department,  and  to  be 
carried  out  in  one  complete  general  law.  This 
is  not  the  first  time  he  had  heard  that  the  object 
of  the  Committee  of  Retrenchment  was  a  small 
affair,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  an  attempt 
would  be  made  to  accomplish,  by  sneers  and 
taunts,  thit  which  fair  argument  dare  not  essay. 
It  was  in  the  mouth  of  every  body,  that  some- 
thing ought  to  be  done.  That  the  extrava- 
gance of  expenditure  and  the  abuse  of  office 
were  such,  as  to  cry  a!oud  for  thorough  redress; 
and  yet,  begin  where  we  may,  we  shall  meet 
with  the  cry  of  "small  business."  There  had 
been  commenced  an  inquiry  into  the  abuses  of 
the  legislative  department  of  Government,  by 
requesting  from  certain  sources  a  statement  of 
expenses  in  different  branches — it  was  whisper- 
ed immediately  that  an  inquiry  into  the  ex- 
pense of  paper,  pens,  and  wafers,  was  a  « 'small 
business."  Members  may  pit  here  in  this  cham- 
ber and  shoot  away  wafers  for  amusement  the 
live-long  day,  and  if  a  correction  of  such  an  un- 
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dignified   sport  should  be  attempted,  it  would 
doubtless  be  called  a   "small  business,'' never 
once  dreaming  that  the  act  itself  is  a  very  little 
affair.     If  we  go  to  the  Custom-houses  we  are 
met  directly  with  the  cry  of  •'  small  business;" 
if  you  seek   to   apportion  the  expenses  to  the 
services,  or  the  officers  to  the  labor.     If  we 
should  knock  at  the  Post   Office,  that  institu- 
tion, which  hardly  hangs  together  by  reason  of 
its  wasteful  debaucheries,  we   should  be  told 
researches  here  for  the  purpose  of  scaling  down 
the  number  of  clerks,  or  their  salaries,  will  be 
a  very  "  small  business."     Indeed  where  can 
we  go  to  escape  this  reproachful  term.     No, 
sir,  there  is  devolved  upon  the  committee  a 
trust  of  fearful  responsibility;  and  they  owe  it 
to  themselves,  as  well  as  to  the  country,  not  to 
shrink  from  their  duty;  not  to  be  shamed  out  of 
a  service,  than  which  nsthing  is  better  calculat- 
ed to  promote  the  public  interest,  or  the  purity 
and  duration  of  the  Government.     For  one,  he 
said,  he  was  determined  to  persevere,  and,  in 
the  language  of  a  celebrated  Tennessean,  to 
stand   up  to  his  rack;  and,  he  believed,  it  was 
equally  the  intention  of  the  rest  of  the  commit, 
tee  to  do  the  same  thing.     It  has  been  said, 
nothing  .can  be   done,  in  this  House,  but  that 
New  York  must  be  attacked.     Mr.  C  said  he 
disclaimed  all  such  views.    He  could  not,  un- 
der any  circumstances,  be  induced  to  be  guided 
by  such  a  narrow  policy.     He  was  quite  sure 
that  such  a  course  from  him  would  be  signally 
illiberal,  for  he   had  lately  received  the  most 
pleasing  proof  that  no  one  deserved  it  less  than 


Government,  and  the  committee  be  faithful  in 
the  supply  of  the  proper  occasions  for  such  a 
commendable  service,  they  will  have  a  fair  op. 
portunity  to  gratify  their  wishes.  But  if  in  every 
law  which  comes  before  the  House,  where  ap- 
propriations are  to  be  made,  you  gradually  un- 
dermine the  Committee  of  its  jurisdiction,,  by 
settling  the  different  subjects  properly  belong- 
ing to  their  inquiry,  and  placing  them  beyond 
their  reach  by  final  enactments,  you  had  better 
at  once  discharge  them  from  their  commission, 
and  let  the  people  know  it  was  all  a  pretence, 
nothing  but  a  sham. 

There  is  another  reason  why  this  subject  should 
be  dropped  for  the  present.  The  amendment  con- 
templates a  provision  for  that  branch  of  the  rev- 
enue collection  under  the  care  of  the  naval  offi- 
cer. Now,  this  service  can,  and  ought  to  be 
dispensed  with — it  is  a  wholly  useless  expense. 
It  is  a  creation  in  the  system*  founded  upon  er- 
roneous principles,  and  supposes  a  want  of  hon- 
esty in  the  collector;  which,  as  a  high  and  hon- 
orable officer  ought  not  to  be  indulged.  His 
duty,  I  understand  to  be  this,  and,  if  I  am  wrong 
I  begjto  be  corrected,  that  he  serves  as  a  check 
upon  the  Collector.  When  a  merchant  settles 
an  account  with  the  Collector,  he  is  bound  to 
carry  it  to  the  Naval  officer,  and  he  makes  an 
entry  of  it  in  his  books,  and  this  serves  to  show 
what  has  been  received  by  the  Collector.  Now 
all  this  is  unnecessary,  and  as  stated  before, 
proceeds  upon  the  suspicion  that  the  Collector  is,, 
or  may  be,  a  dishonest  man;  not  reflecting  that 
a  Naval  officer  may  be  the  same  thing,  and  the 


the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  fromjindllcement  which  c6ujd  be  of  suffici;,lt  influ 
whom  he  had  received  the  most  generous  and 
hospitable  treatment.  He  appealed  to  the  can 
dor  of  the  House,  and  the  sincerity  of  the  gen. 
tleman  himself,  to  say,  whether  any  thing  in  his 
remarks  had  tended  to  impugn  the  conduct  of 
the  officers  of  the  Custom-house,  or  to  reflect 
upon  the  character  of  the  people  of  New  York. 
JJq  had  sought  and  derived  his  facts  from  that 
citv,  because  it  was  the  most  important  point, 
being  the  great  centre  of  commerce,  and,  it 
seemed  to  him,  the  most  appropriate  place  to 
begin  the  inquiry,  seeing  we  must  begin  some- 
where, and  he  merely  adduced  them  now  to 
ahow  that  the  subject  under  consideration  had 
better  be  postponed  until  a  full  investigation 
Should  furnish  the  house  with  the  proper  mate- 
rials for  action.  He  wished  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood  that  he  intended  to  enter  into  this 
examination  with  no  partial  or  illiberal  views; 
that  party  considerations  should  form  no  part  of 
the  principle  b/  which  he  would  be  actuated, 
being  resolved  that  the  benefit  of  the  country, 
and  the  whole  country,  should  alone  direct  his 
every  moment. 

He  had  requested  one  of  his  colleagues  on 
the 'committee,  to  withdraw  his  amendment, 
because  it  seemed  to  be  partial  in  its  effects, 
and  partook  of  the  nature  ef  his  other  objec- 
tion to  the  original  amendment,  which  was,  that 
the  appropriation  law  was  not  the  proper  stock 
upon  which  to  ingraft  the  abolition  of  offices, 
or  the  reduction  of  salaries.  If  the  House  is 
honest  in  its  desire  to  retrench  the  expenses  of 


ence  to  affect  the  virtue  of  one  man,  could  be  as 
readily  applied  to  two.     The  truth  is,  the  bond 
and  oath  of  so  high  an  officer  ought  to  be  suffi- 
cient, and  relied  upon  alone;  and   we  are  pay- 
ing too  high  a  premium  for  his  faithful   conduct 
when  we  create  an  officer,  with  his    expensive 
retinue,  merely  to  watch  him.     It  is  a  little  cu- 
rious to  observe  the  consequences  of  establishing 
one  of  these  high  offices  in  any  of  the  depart- 
ments— such  as  a  Bureau,  an  Auditor,  a  Chief 
Clerk,  &c.  He  draws  around  him  immediately, 
all  the  state  and  pomp  of  a  departmental  ap- 
pointment.    It  is  a  wheel  within  a  wheel,  a  ma- 
chinery, or  contrivance,  that  has  almost  the  ap- 
pearance of  standing  out  to  itself;  you  scarcely 
perceive  where  it  touches  any  other  moving  pow- 
er.    They  have  their  deputies,  their  chief  clerks, 
their  private  clerks,  their  messengers,  door  keep- 
ers, and,  in  some  instances,  their  deputy   door 
keepers,   with   all  the  little  kingly  powers  of 
patronage,  attended  with  the  right   of  appoint- 
ment without  merit,  and  removal  without  cause. 
Now  this  very  Naval  officer  has  all  this.      Upon 
examining  the  Blue  Book,  you  will  find  his  own 
salary  at  $3,000;  his  deputy  at  one  thousand, 
his  clerk  at  eight  hundred,  his  private   secretary 
at  eighty  dollars;  and,  I  have  no  doubt  he  has  a 
messenger  or  servant,  at  some  other  considera- 
ble sum,  making  an  expense  of  something  like 
6,000  dollars,  in  this  single  port,  for  watching 
the  Collector.    Besides,  if  report  be  true,  and  it 
is  mentioned  by  no  means  as   being  authentic, 
bat  having  heard  it,  it  is  due  to  these,  ceofiemed 
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to  refute  it  if  false-  that  the  merchants,  in  their 
settlements  with  the  Collector,  do  njt  always 
•any  their  accounts  to  the  Naval  Officer  to  be 
checked,  and  in  that  case,  he  sends  his  clerk 
at  the  end  of  the  quarter,  to  copy  the  entries 
from  the  Collector's  books  into  his  own,  and  thus 
they  are  made  to  correspond.  If  this  be  false, 
it  ought  to  be  shown;  if  true,  it  is  infamous,  and 
demands  that  the  office  should  be  instantly  abol- 
ished. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  HE  MAN   ALLEN, 

On  the  bill  to  provide  for  certain  Revolutionary 

Claims.   , 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  bill, 
and,  lest  the  motives  which  had  brought  him  to 
that  conclusion  should  be  misunderstood,  he  beg- 
ged  leave  to  trespass  upon  the  patience  of 
the  House,  whilst  he  ass  gned  some  of  the  rea- 
sons which  had  influenced  him  to  oppose  its 
passage. 

He  was  in  favor  of  a  liberal  provision  for  the 
support  of  the  surviving  officers  and  private  sol- 
diers of  the  revolution.  In  their  behalf  he  would 
go  as  far  as  any  other  member  upon  this  floor. 
The  successive  laws  that  have  been  passed  for 
their  benefit  he  had  been  gratified  with,  and  de. 
sired  to  see  them  still  further  extended,  embrac 
ing  the  widow  of  the  revolutionary  patriot;  and 
would  most  cheerfully  support  such  a  provision. 
He  had  regretted  the  provisions  of  the  sta- 
tute of  1820,  restricting  the  privileges  of  the  law 
of  1818. 

The  bill  upon  your  table,  said  Mr.  A.,  em- 
bracing provisions  in  their  character  of  a  ve1  y 
different  description,  I  feel  myself  called  upon 
to  oppose.  It  contains  principles  which  I  con- 
sider it  dangerous  to  adopt,  and  cases  which  we 
are  not  called  upon  by  any  resolution  or  subsist 
iug  contract  to  provide  for. 

The  bill  prescribes  a  mode  of  proof,  which,  as 
varying  from  settled  and  salutary  principles  of 
Tidence,  ought  not  to  be  introduced  into  a  pub- 
lic statute  law.  If  there  are  cases  of  the  sor- 
iatended  to  be  provided  for,  in  this  b  11  demand- 
ing relief,  which  could  not  be  maintained  by  the 
established  rules  of  evidence,  they  had  better  be 
decided  here.  Each  particular  application  would 
depend  upon  its  own  merits.  Mr.  A.  said  he  whol- 
ly disapproved  the  enactment  of  any  new  princi- 
ples of  evidence  fitted    up  for   particular   cases. 

The  bill  professes  to  make  provision  for  ihe 
payment  of  those  persons  who  were  entitled  lo 
the  commutation  of  five  years'  full  pay  in  lieu 
of  half  pay  for  life,  and  of  seven  years'  half  pay 
to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  officers  who 
died  in  the  service  during  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  who  have  not  already  received  their 
certificates.  In  aid  of  this  object,  it  prescribes 
and  gives  effect  lo  ihe  establishment  of  certain 
given  facts,  falling  short  of  proof  of  the  require- 
ments by  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  under 
which  the  claim  i?  made,  by  which  the  applicants 
•ball  be  presumed  to  have  rendered  all  the  ser- 
vices required  under  such  resolves.  In  other 
•words,  that  he  shall  have  judgment  in  his  favor. 
Mr.  A.  said  it  was  to  this  provision,  altering:  and 
varying  the  principles  and  effect  of  presumptive 


evidence,  that  he  objected.  Presumptions  or 
presumptive  evidence,  ought  to  be  subjected  to 
consideration;  and  when  they  were  so  strong  as 
to  produce  conviction,  they  might  be  considered 
as  tantamount  to  full  proof.  It  was  a  matter  to 
be  submitted  to  the  sound  discretion  of  the  tri- 
bunal appointed  to  weigh  the  testimony,  and  to 
direct  according  to  the  influence  it  would  have 
upon  the  mind. 

One  rule  prescribed  is,  that  "being  established 
that  an  officer  of  the  continental  line  was  in  ser- 
vice as  such  on  the  21st  day  of  October,  17S0, 
and  until  the  new  arrangements  of  the  army, 
provided  for  by  the  resolutions  of  that  date,  was 
effected,  he  shall  be  presumed,  unless  it  appears 
he  was  then  retained  in  service,  to  have  been  re- 
duced by  that  arrangement,  and  therefore  entitled 
to  the  half  pay  for  life,  or  the  commutation  in 
lieu  of  it."  The  second  is,  "that  a  continental 
officer,  proved  to  have  remained  in  service  after 
the  arrangements  of  the  army,  under  the  same 
resolution,  shall  be  presumed  to  have  served  to 
the  end  of  the  war,  or  to  have  retired  entitled  to 
half  pay  for  life,  unless  it  appear  that  he  died  in 
the  service,  or  resigned,  or  was  dismissed,  or  vol- 
untarily abandoned  an  actual  command  in  the 
seivice  of  the  United  States."  The  facts  Lof 
such  service  are  circumstances  which  may  well 
be  flung  into  the  case  as  presumptive  evidence, 
but  ought  not  to  be  established  as  testimony, 
which  unless  explained  away,  must  be  consider- 
ed as  conclusive.  If  none  were  to  apply  but  the 
survivors  themselves,  who  might  be  put  upon 
their  corporeal  oaths,  no  great  danger  would  be 
apprehended;  but  when  this  bill  is  understood 
to  embrace  the  heir  of  the  deceased  officer,  his 
administrator  and  their  assigns,  who  will  con- 
stitute nine-tenths  of  the  applicants,  it  is  easy  to 
forsee  that  great  impositions  and  frauds  might 
be  practiced  upon  the  treasury.  The  repre- 
sentative of  the  officer  would  establish  the  fact 
of  service  from  the  2 1st  day  of  October,  '80,  to 
the  first  of  January,  following,  or  prove  a  ser- 
vice for  any  period,  it  matters  not  how  short, 
subsequent  to  the  first  of  January  '81,  and  he 
would  make  out  his  case.  The  rule  is  positive. 
He  shall  be  presumed  to  have  served  to  the  end 
of  the  war.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  the  Go- 
vernment can  hunt  up  testimony  to  rebut  the 
presumption  of  service,  after  a  lapse  of  fifty 
years,  and  it  is  an  admitted  fact  that  the  ar- 
chives of  the  Government  from  conflagrations 
and  other  accidents,  do  not  furnish  Eecurity  a- 
gainsf  frauds  and  impositions  that  might  be 
practiced  under  this  lax  rule  of  testimony.  Un- 
der the  prescribed  effect  to  be  given  to  such  tes- 
timony, the  tribunal  appointed  to  try  the  ques- 
tiop,  might  be  wholly  dissatisfied  as  to  the  fact 
of  service  to  the  end  of  the  war,  and  yet  be  com- 
pelled to  render  judgment  in  favor  of  the  claim- 
ant Applications  might  be  mode  by  some  heir 
or  his  assigns,  of  an  officer  who  had  never  inter- 
posed a  claim,  or  suggested  a  right,  to  half  pay 
or  commutation;  yet  on  the  simple  fact  of  service 
for  the  least  period  of  time,  unaccompanied  by 
any  corroborating  circumstances,  the  Secretary, 
against  kis  own  opinion,  would  be  compelled 
to  allow  the  claim. 
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Mr.  A>  said  the  third  rule  of  presumptions  he 
could  as  little  subscribe  to  as  those  already  con- 
sidered. It  was,  that  a  continental  officer,  who 
died  during  the  war,  and  within  three  months  af- 
ter he  is  proved  to  have  been  with  his  command, 
shall  be  presumed  to  have  died  in  the  service  un- 
less the  contrary  appears.  This  includes  the 
whole  period  of  the  war,  and  embraces  not  mere- 
ly the  claim  of  the  surviving  widow  for  seven 
years'  half-pay,  but  her  heir,  representative,  and 
assigns.  He  considered  this  also  too  dangerous 
a  rule  of  evidence  to  be  embraced  in  a  public 
statute.  1  f  once  admitted,  how  can  you  with- 
hold your  assent  to  the  extending  a  similar  law 
to  other  particular  cases?  Such  are  at  hand. 
Under  the  statute  of  '32,  an  applicant  to  obtain 
a  pension  must  prove  a  service  of  two  years,  he 
establishes  the  fact  that  he  was  in  the  service, 
but  the  length  of  time  he  makes  not  out.  Why, 
if  you  mean  to  dispense  equal  justice  by  your 
laws  to  all,  will  you  not  prescribe  for  him  a  rule 
of  evidence  that  he  shall  be  presumed  to  have 
served  the  two  years?  In  his  case  it  is  as  fair 
and  as  equitable  as  in  those  to  be  provided  for  in 
this  bill.  Facts  like  these  may  be  received  and 
duly  examined,  but  should  not,  of  themselves,  be 
imperatively  binding.  This  bill,  he  contended, 
made  them  so. 

Mr.  A.  further  remarked,  that  the  bill  provided 
for  payment  of  interest  from  the  termination  of 
the  war  down  to  the  present  time,  to  be  computed 
agreeably  to  a  rule  prescribed  for  the  funding  of 
revolutionary  claims  under  the  statute  of  1790, 
commonly  called  the  Funding  Act.  He  was  op 
posed  to  that  feature  of  the  bill.  Interest  had 
not  usually  been  allowed  on  claims  against  the 
-Government,  nor  were  these  entitled  to  any  spe- 
cial advantage.  Admitting  the  fact  that  those 
who  would  be  embraced  in  this  bill  accepted  the 
offer  of  commutation  in  lieu  of  half  pay,  which 
was  a  matter  not  quite  certain,  as  he  should  at- 
tempt to  show,  they  would  not  be  entitled  to  an 
arrear  of  interest.  They  should  have  made 
their  application  for  their  commutation  pay;  they 
would  then  have  been  entitled  to  receive  their 
money  or  certificates.  In  neither  case  would 
there  have  been  any  allowance  of  inter- 
est previous  to  a  demand,  and  proof  furnished 
establishing  the  right.  The  applicant  would  be 
entitled  to  payment  from  the  time  he  had  estab- 
lished his  claim,  and  accordingly  the  resolution 
offering  commutation  provided  that,  if  not  paid 
in  money,  certificates  should  be  issued  bearing  an 
interest  making  them  equal  to  money.  This  was 
all  that  he  found  in  any  of  the  resolves  of  the  old 
Congress  relating  to  interest.  It  was  evidently 
intended  by  the  terms  of  the  resolution  of  '83, 
offering  the  five  years'  full  pay  in  lieu  of  half  pay 
for  life,  that  it  should  be  called  for  within  a  rea- 
sonable period  of  time;  for  the  same  act  provi- 
ded that  tlaeir  election  should  be  signified  to 
Congress  through  the  Commander-in-chief,  from 
the  lines  under  his  immediate  command,  with 
in  two  months,  and  through  the  commanding  of- 
ficer of  the  Southern  Army,  from  those  under 
his  command,  within  six  months  from  the  date 
of  the  resolution.  Why  should  these  short  peri- 
ods be  given,  unless  it  be  for  the  purpose  of  af- 


fording to  Congress  the  earliest  opportunity  for 
closing  those  demands  in  the  way  pointed  out' 
by  the  resolution.  The  Government  was  not! 
bound  by  this  resolution,  unless  certain  re-* 
quisites  were  complied  with  on  the  other  side. 
Their  election,  if  made,  was  to  be  notified  to 
Congress,  in  order  to  hind  them,  through  the 
Commander-in-chief  and  commander  of  the  South- 
ern Army,  within  two  and  six  months.  Was  it 
so  done?  In  a  report  to  Congress  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  claims  of  the  officers  of  the  revolu- 
tion; made  in  1328,  by  a  select  committee  of  the 
House,  it  is  stated  that  "in  examining  this  part  of 
the  subject,  your  committee  do  not  find  any  sig- 
nification to  Congress  of  any  acceptance,  other 
than  a  notice  on  the  journals"  of  a  report  made 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  31st  of  October, 
1783,  and  long  after  the  officers  had  dispersed, 
that  certain  lines  from  New  Hampshire  to  Vir- 
ginia, inclusive,  had  agreed  to  accept. 

This  report  itself  is  not  to  be  found,  but  cer- 
tain it  is  that  no  signification  was  made  tu  Con- 
gress, either  by  the  Commander-in-chief,  or 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  Southern  Army, 
or  within  the  times  prescribed  in  the  offer } 
neither  was  there  any  resolve  of  Congress  spe- 
cifying such  assent,  declaring  their  option, 
whether  to  pay  in  money  the  amount  offered, 
or  to  give  security  for  the  same  on  interest. 
And  in  another  part  of  the  report,  the  Com- 
mittee say  that,  •«  on  a  careful  examination  of 
this  matter,  your  Committee  have  been  forced 
to  the  conclusion,  that  the  offer  was  not  so  com-' 
plied  with."  From  the  best  information  hej 
could  obtain,  Mr.  A.  said  he  could  not  come  tol 
ihe  conclusion  that  an  officer  might  now  come 
forward  and  signify  his  acceptance  of  the  com- 
mutation, and  demand  it,  together  with  an  ar- 
rear of  fifty  years'  interest.  If,  in  equity,  he  I 
was  entitled  to  any  thing,  it  would  be  fur  the 
sum  simply,  with  interest  only  from  the  time  he 
should  establish  his  claim. 

Further,  he  did  not  desire  to  apply  a  strict  rule 
of  evidence  to  applications  made   by  the  eur- 
viving  officers.     He    was  willing  to   extend  a 
liberal  course  towards  them  ;  but  in  regard  to  : 
the  heirs  and  representatives,   when  so  large  a 
sum  would  be  drawn  from  the  treasury ,  if  this 
bill  should  pass   with  its  present  provisions,  as 
he  believed  there  .vould  be,  he  could  not  sup- J 
port  the    measure,    unless  he   found   himself-, 
bound  to  do  it  under  the   contract  of  the  Go-d 
vernment. 

Have  you,  sir,  examined  into  the  amount  o  l 
money  that  would  probably  be  needed?  He 
had  looked  into  a  few  of  the  special  acts  that 
had  been  passed  in  favor  of  individual  appli- 
cants for  commutation,  and  seven  years'  half 
pay,  upon  the  principles  of  this  bill.  He  had 
examined  a  few  special  acts  of  1832,  all  of  the 
same  tenor,  giving  to  the  proper  accounting 
officer  of  the  treasury,  authority  to  settle,  ad- 
just, and  pay  for  five  years'  full  pay,  in  commu- 
tion  of  the  half  pay  for  life,  together  with  such 
interest  thereon  as  would  now  be  due  if  a  cer- 
tificate for  such  commutation  had  been  issued 
and  subscribed  under  the  principles  of  the  fund- 
ing debt;  and  bv  ah  examination  of  the  ac- 
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counts  of  expenditures  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment,  he  had  found  charged,  for  the  payment 
■of  twelve  of  these  claims,  the  sum  of  ninety-five 
thousand  dollars.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
make  any  correct  estimate  of  the  number  of 
applicants  who  would  come  in  under  the  liberal 
presumptive  provisions  of  this  bill.  It  had  been 
stated  by  some  gentlemen,  that  these  would  not 
probably  exceed  two  hundred,  or  two  hundred 
and  fifty  in  umber-  He  remembered,  that,  in 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  when  the  pen- 
sion law  of  that  year  was  made,  to  have  read 
the  remarks  of  some  gentleman  of  that 
Congress,  who  was  supposed  to  know  as  much 
as  any  other  upon  the  subject,  that  there  were 
not  then  living  more  than  about  five  thousand 
who  had  served  in  the  revolutionary  army. — 
That  law  passed,  many  took  the  benefit  of  it, 
and  time  passed  on  with  its  ravages  upon  hu- 
man life  until  the  law  of  '32,  and  yet,  under  this 
last  law,  some  thirty  thousand  have  established 
their  claims,  and  are  enjoying  its  benefits.— 
Considering  the  provisions  ot  this  bill,  that  it 
may  include  all  officers  who  were  in  service  on 
the  21st  of  October,  '80,  and  con'inued  until 
January,  '81,  all  who,  for  any  portion  of  time, 
were  found  in  the  army  subsequent  to  that  peri- 
od, and  all  who,  at  any  time  during  the  war, 
died  while  with  his  command,  or  within  three 
months  after  it,  with  liberty  to  supply  by  parole 
testimony,  any  deficiency  in  the  rolls  or  returns 
of  the  army,  will  it  be  an  extravagant  conjec- 
ture to  say,  that,  if  this  bill  becomes  a  law,  it 
may  draw  from  the  treasury  some  ten  or  fif- 
teen millions  of  dollars? 

Sir,  I  have  cast  my  eyes  over  a  statement  fur- 
nished to  Congress,  in  1826,  by  the  Register  of 
the  Treasury,  in  which  he  has  made  a  calculation 
upon  the  operation  of  these  commutation  claims, 
and  find  by  following  his  rule,  snd  bringing  the 
interest  down  to  this  time,  the  commutation  of 
a  Msjor  General  would  be  $40,000,  a  Brigadier 
General  $30,000,  a  Colonel  $18,000,  a  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  more  than  $14,000,  a  Major  nearly 
$13,000,  a  Captain  $9,662,  Lieutenant  $6,441, 
an  Ensign  $4,831. 

One  further  fact  in  relation  to  those  special 
acts,  I  will  state:  That  four  were  granted  to  the 
survivors  and  eight  to  the  representatives  of  the 
deceased.  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  apprehend 
you  will  agree  with  me,  that  before  the  treasu- 
ry should  be  unlocked  for  this  extensive  drain 
upon  it,  the  contract  of  the  Government  should 
be  made  out  strictly,  to  be  a  good,  legal,  sub- 
sisting contract. 

Permit  me  to  turn  your  attention  to  the  seve- 
ral resolutions  of  Congress;  examine  them  and 
determine  what  was  intended  to  be  granted — 
whit  the  extent  of  them.  I  am  aware  that  it  is 
considered  by  the  learned  committee  who  re- 
ported this  bill,  for  whose  opinions  I  will  pay 
the  greatest  respect,  that  the  right  of  the  heir 
is  indisputable;  yet,  as  I  entertain  some  doubts 
upon  this  point,  with  great  diffidence  I  hazard 
the  question,  whether,  if  the  half-pay  or  com- 
mutation is  not  claimed  by  the  officer  during  his 
life,  it  shall  make  a  part  of  his  estate,  and  de- 
scend to  the  heir?     If  the  half-pay  was  intended 
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to  be  for  the  personal  support  and  comfort  of 
the  individual,  and  to  be  considered  as  abandon- 
ed if  not  claimed  by  him,  should  the  commuta- 
tion be  considered  as  standing  upon  a  different 
basis?  Further:  was  there  such  a  compliance 
with  the  terms  of  the  resolve  of  '83,  on  the 
part  of  the  officers,  as  to  entitle  them  to  the 
benefit  of  it?  Was  any  election  signified  to 
Congress,  agreeably  to  the  tenor  of  the  Reso- 
lution? 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  in  1828,  which 
I  have  alluded  to,  shows  that  none  of  those  rei 
quisites  were  complied  with.  That  Committee 
say,  that  on  a  careful  examination  of  this  mat- 
ter, they  have  been  forced  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  offer  was  not  so  complied  with.  It 
would  seem  that  no  vested  right  was  created 
against  the  Government  by  that  resolve;  and 
although  the  Government,  by  acts  of  1785,  '87, 
and  '92,  opened  the  du»r  for  them  to  come  in, 
and  receive,  individually,  their  certificates;  yet 
this  created  no  obligation  beyond  the  condition 
of  those  acts. 

But  it  is  alleged  that  the  resolves  of  the  15th 
of  August,  1778,  24th  of  August  and  21st  of 
October,  1780,  create  such  an  estate  as  would 
pass  to  the  heir,  although  never  claimed  by  the 
ancestor.  Let  me  turn  your  attention  to  those 
resolutions,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  at  their 
definition  and  extent.  The  first  is,  that  "all 
military  officers,  commissioned  by  Congress, 
who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  and  shall  continue 
therein  during  the  war,  shall,  after  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  war,  be  entitled  to  receive  annual- 
ly, for  the  term  of  seven  years,  if  they  so  long 
live,  one-half  the  present  pay  of  such  officers.'* 
The  second  extends  the  provisions  of  tie 
fir't  to  the  widows  of  those  officers  who  have 
died,  or  shall  hereafter  die,  in  the  service,  to 
commence  from  the  time  of  such  officer's 
death,  and  continue  for  the  term  of  seven  years; 
or,  if  there  ba  no  widow,  or  in  case  of  her  death 
or  intermarriage,  the  said  half-pay  be  given  to 
the  orphan  children  of  the  officer  dying  as 
aforesaid,  if  he  shall  have  left  any. 

The  third  resolution  extends  the  half-pay 
for  seven  years,  in  the  first  resolution,  to  half- 
pay  for  life. 

I  ask  the  question, do  these  resolutions  create 
a  debt  against  the  Government  in  behalf  of  the 
heir,  provided  the  ancestor  interpose  no  de- 
mand? They  fix  the  commencement  and  termi- 
nation of  the  claim,  and  the  several  periods  of 
time  when  it  should  be  paid.  It  is  not,  in  the 
character  of  wages,  stipulated  to  be  paid  for 
services  previous  to  entering  into  the  employ- 
ment of  the  Government;  nor  does  it  stipulate 
for  the  payment  of  a  given  sum  for  a  corres- 
ponding amount  «f  service.  Although  the 
service  of  two  might  be  alike,  one  might  re- 
ceive one  year's  wages,  and  the  other  forty, 
and  if  not  claimed  by  the  aacestors,  the  heirs 
u  ould  be  paid  in  the  same  proportion.  Would 
it  not  with  greater  propriety  be  said,  that  it 
was  a  gratuity,  a  pension,  allowed  in  addition 
to  their  stipulated  compensation,  to  continue 
during  life  on  condition  they  shall  demand  it? 


#78 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


In  order  further  to  test  the  probable  intention 
■of  the  Legislature  in  passing  these  resolutions  , 
let  us  compare  their  phraseology  with  that  of 
T6,  in  relation  to  the  half-pay  granted  to  inva- 
lids, upon  the  construction  of  which  I  appre- 
hend there  is  no  difference  of  opinion.  This 
enacts  that  every  officer  or  soldier  who  should 
lose  a  limb  in  any  engagement,  or  be  so  disa- 
bled in  the  service  as  to  render  him  incapabh 
afterwards  of  getting  a  livelihood,  shail  receive 
during  his  life,  or  the  continuance  of  such  dis 
ability,  the  one-half  ol  his  monthly  pay.  The 
language  of  this  resolution  is  as  strong,the  rea 
sons  greater,  and  the  promise  as  direct,  in  this 
case,  as  in  those  under  the  resolutions  of  T8 
and  '80;  and  yet,  it  has,  1  believe,  never  been 
contended  that  the  invalid  transmitted  any  le- 
gal claim  to  his  heir,  if  he  made  none  himself. 
"Both  I  consider  as  personal  favors,  optional 
with  the  individual,  to  be  claimed  by  him,  or 
not,  according  to  his  pleasure.  The  Govern- 
ment have  so  treated  it  in  subsequent  statutes. 
In  that  of  '28,  each  surviving  officer,  entitled 
to  half  pay,  is  authorized  to  receive  his  full  pay 
during  life,  beginning  in  1826.  Does  this 
statute  create  a  dfbt  which  may  be  claimed  b\ 
the  heir,  provided  the  ancestor  makes  no  appli- 
cation for  it?  This  is  not  contended  for. 

The  highly  benevolent  punpose  of  giving  to 
the  widow,  under  the  resolution  of  1780,  seven 
years  annual  ha'f  p<y  of  her  husband,  com- 
mencing at  his  death,  and  to  be  continued  only 
during  her  widowhood,  strikes  me  so  forcibly 
to  be  a  donation  for  her  personal  support,  that 
I  am  not  prepared  to  admit  that,  whilst  she  was 
satisfied  to  abandon  it,  the  heir  might,  after  the 
lapse  of  half  a  century,  claim  it  us  a  debt  against 
the  Government,  with  fifty  years' interest.  The 
spirit  of  the  resolution  is  against  it.  Its  object 
is,  to  my  mind,  clearly  indicated,  and  I  am  com- 
pelled to  oppose  this  feature  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  A.  said,  he  had  now  passed  through  with 
such  suggestions  as  he  felt  called  upon  to  make 
before  the  vote  should  be  taken.  He  would  re- 
peat, that  it  was  not  to  the  claims  of  the  sur- 
vivors that  he  made  objections,  but  to  the  appli- 
cation of  these  who,  on  account  of  their  own 
services,  were  no  more  entitled  to  draw  from 
the  Treasury  their  splendid  fortunes  than  were 
the  descendants  of  any  other  portion  of  the 
worthy  patriots  of  those  days.  All  exerted 
themselves  during  the  eventful  struggle,  as 
•well  he  who  remained  at  home  as  the  officer 
and  private  soldier  who  underwent  the  hard- 
ships of  a  cai  paign.  None  obtained  fortunes 
in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view;  but  by  their  united 
exertions,  aided  by  a  kind  Providence,  procur- 
ed for  themselves  and  theirjposterity.that  which 
was  of  infinitely  more  importance,  the  blessings 
cf  the  most  free  and  liberal  form  of  Govern- 
ment upon  earth. 

GENERAL   APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Thursday,  Mat  8,  1834. 
The   amendment  of  Mr.   Vance,   of  Ohio, 
being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  CHlLTON,  of  Kentucky,  said  that,  de 
bated  as  this  subject  had  been  on  almost  every 


debatable  ground,  he  did  not  arise  to  enter  oa 
a  further  d  scussion.  He  had  already  seen  and 
'leard  enough  here,  to  convince  him,  and  this  ha 
had  expressed  at  an  early  stage  of  this  bill,  that 
he  former  retrenchment  parly  was  a  retrench- 
ment party  no  longer.  Here  was  an  opportunity 
to  retrench;  but  where  are  the  friends  of  the  sys- 
tem? Alas!  alas!  they  are  few — they  have,  it 
would  seem,  fled  to  other  ranks,  and  to  other, 
opinions. 

My  principal  object,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  arising* 
at  this  moment,  said  Mr.  C,  is  to  answer  what  I 
acknowledge  to  be  a  wide  digression  from  the 
subject  under  debate;  but  it  is  due  to  the  country 
that  I  should  make  an  inquiry  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Btnum.)  He  has 
said,  sir,  a  few  moments  since,  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  has  redeemed  his  pro- 
mises to  the  people  of  the  country;  and  has  beea 
uniform  in  his  action  on  the  principles  which  ele- 
vated him  to  power.  Among  the  pledges  which 
that  gentleman  says  the  Executive  made  to  the 
people  of  the  South,  are  the  following: 

1st.*,  That  he  would  put  down  Internal  In*- 
provements. 

2d.  That  he  would  reduce  the  Tariff. 

3d.  And  that  he  would  destroy  the  United 
States  Bank. 

Sir,  if  I  have  misunderstood  the  gentleman;  E 
ask  it  as  a  favor  that  he  will  now  correct  me,  aa 
I  should  regret  to  put  a  wrong  interpretation  oa 
his  language,  or  on  that  of  any  other  gentlemaa 
on  this  floor. 

i  I  have  paused  for  a  reply:  none  has  been  given, 
and  I  therefore  take  it  as  granted  that  I  have 
correctly  understood  the  language  used. 

Mr.Speaker,  permit  me  to  say,  that  I  have  never 
been  more  astonish'- d  at  any  declaration  which  I 
have  heard  on  this  floor,  or  elsewhere,  than  at 
that  on  which  I  am  now  called  for  a  few  moments 
to  comment.  Can  it  be,  that  such  declarations 
or  promises  were  made  to  the  people  of  the 
South?  I  ask,  can  it  be  so?  Sir,  it  is  stated  by 
a  member  of  this  House — a  highly  honorable 
and  respected  member,  of  whom  my  personal 
knowledge  is  such,  as  to  ferbid  that  I  should  for 
a  moment  question  the  correctness  of  his  state- 
ments, or  any  of  them. 

Well,  sir,  inviting  the  House  to  bear  the  de- 
claration in  mind,  I  must  be  permitted  to  submit 
a  few  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  pledges 
which  the  same  individual  (the  Pre.-ident)  was 
understood  to  give  to  the  Western  people,  at  the 
same  time,  and  for  the  same  purpose,  to  wit:  to 
secure  their  confidence  and  their  votee. 

Mr.  John  Q.uincy  Adams  was  then,  sir,  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  and  Henry  Clay  was 
his  Secretary.  These  gentlemen  were  known 
to  be  the  devoted  friends  of  the  tariff,  and  inter- 
nal improvements,  and  so  were  the  great  body 
of  the  western  people.  The  contest  for  the  Pre- 
sidential Chair  was  between  Mr.  Adams  and 
General  Jackson.  The  friends  of  the  former, 
with  a  political  forecast,  as  I  now  find  it,  which 
I  then  mistook  for  an  ambitious  determination  to 
prostrate  General  Jackson,  declared  in  the  wes* 
tern  country,  that,  if  the  General  should  succeed 
in  the  contest ,  he  would  exert  all  his  energies 
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and  bis  influence  to  destroy  the  tariff,  and  their 
favorite  system  of  internal  improvements.  The 
friends  of  Jackson  repelled  this  declaration,  and 
asserted  that  if  elected  he  would  sustain  both; 
that  he  was  as  warmly  and  devotedly  friendly  to 
each,  as  either  Mr.  Adams  or  Mr.  Clay  could  be; 
and  that,  in  truth,  the  important  reason  why  the 
west  had  never  been  permitted  to  participate  in 
the  smiles  of  Executive  favor,  or  the  disburse- 
ments of  the  public  money,  was,  that  we  had 
never  been  so  fortunate  as  to  secure  the  election 
of  a  western  President,  a  man  acquainted  with 
our  true  situation,  and  disposed  to  respect  our 
long  neglected  rights.  I  may,  sir,  be  called  on 
for  the  evidence,  on  which  we  felt  that  we  were 
authorized  to  assert  General  Jackson's  friendship 
for  those  two  systems  of  national  policy.  I  am 
prepared  to  give  it;  and  am  happy,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  so  fit  an  opportunity  has  been  afforded  me 
for  presenting  it  to  the  country.  For  if  it  be 
true,  that  one  class  of  pledges  or  promises  were 
made  in  the  south,  to  catch  the  southern  vote — 
and  another,  and  precisely  an  opposite  class  of 
pledges,  were  made  in  the  west,  to  catch  the 
western  vote — then  it  is  time,  and  better  late 
than  never,  that  the  people  should  understand 
the  plan  of  operation  by  which  they  have  been 
caught.  This,  if  true,  would  prove  the  General 
quite  a  skilful  political  angler.  He  would  seem 
to  set  out  as  a  "fisher  of  men" — to  understand 
the  fishery — and  well  knowing  that  it  is  necessa- 
ry to  take  different  fish,  in  different  ways,  he 
goes  baiting  for  perch,  hooking  for  suckers,  and 


But  we  will  look  into  this  testimony  a  little  »» 
detail.  And,  first,  on  the  subject  of  internal  im- 
provements. The  General,  for  a  recorded  tes- 
timony of  his  devotion  to  that  system,  referred 
to  his  votes,  while  a  member  of  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  during  the  session,  if  I  am  not 
mistaken,  of  1824.  It  was  at  that  period,  that 
the  subject  of  internal  improvements  was  voted 
on,  in  almost  every  shape,  in  which  it  could  be 
presented.  One  question  was — would  Congress 
appropriate  a  large  amount  of  public  money  "to 
purchase  stock  in  Ike  Delaware  Canal  Company]** 
Here  we  find  Gen.  Jackson  voting  in  the  affirma- 
tive. Another  question  was — Had  Congress  tht 
power  to  make  improvements  vnthin  the  States 
without  first  consulting  and  obtaining  the  permis- 
sion of  the  States?  Here,  again,  we  find  General 
Jackson  voting  in  the  affirmative.  I  might,  sir, 
pursue  this  subject  still  further,  but  will  content 
myself  with  contrasting  his  first  pledge  and  hi* 
course  after  he  was  elected. 

He  had  voted  a  large  appropriation,  to  pur- 
chase stock  in  a  canal  company,  and  he  had.as  I 
have  before  stated,  referred  to  this  vote,  as  tes- 
timony of  his  devotion  to  intemarimprovements. 
Now,  sir,  could  any  one  of  his  friends  have  anti- 
cipated that,  so  soon  as  he  got  into  office,  he 
would  turn  about,  and  reverse  the  fundamental' 
principle  of  that  vote?  Could  any  one  have  sup- 
posed, that  he  would  at  the  very  outset  of  his 
administration,  refuse  to  sanction,  as  President, 
the  very  same  thing  which  he  had  claimed  so 
much  credit  and  public  consideration  for  hav- 


bobbing   for  eels;  he  is  prepared  at  all  points.  I  ing  done   as  a  Senator?     No,  sir;  no  one  could. 
Such  is  the  representation  now  given  of  him  as  have  thought  it.    No  one  did  think  it;  unless, 


I  understand  it.  While  the  contest  was  goin_ 
on,  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  aware  of  the 
charges  which  the  opponents  of  Gen.  Jackson 
made  against  him  on  the  foregoing  subjects,  a 
dopted  certain  resolutions,  of  which,  as  I  have 
them  not  before  me,  I  can  only  speak  from  memo- 
ry, though  I  cannot  mistake  their  import,  from 
the  fact  that  I  have  so  frequently,  in  times  that 
are  past,  had  occasion  to  use  them,  as  to  impress 
them  deeply,  perhaps  indelibly,  on  my  memory. 

Mr.  Rea,  who  was  then  acting  Governor  of  In- 
diana, was  directed  to  forward  those  resolution  to 
Gen  Jackson;  if  not,  to  address  him  in  his  offi- 
cial character  on  the  subject,  which  has  been  my 
impression  heretofore:  but  this  is  an  immaterial 
fact,  as  either  way.  the  General  was  notified  of 
the  grounds  assumed  against  him  by  his  enemies, 
and  requested,  explicitly,  to  avow  his  sentiments 
on  those  two  absorbing  subjects. 

The  correspondence  was  accordingly  opened, 
and  Gen.  Jackson  answered.  Yes,  sir,  and 
what  was  his  answer?  It  was,  to  use  a  general 
remark,  just  such  an  one  as  his  western  friends 
both  expected  and  desired.  It  confirmed  their 
faith,  elevated  their  hopes,  and,  if  possible,  re- 
doubled their  exertions  in  his  support.  It  no 
longer  remained  for  them  to  go  forth,  repelling 
what  they  considered  the  false  charges  of  the  ene- 
mies of  the  western  candidate.on  the  mere  ground 
of  conjecture,  relative  to  his  views,  but  they  now 
had  his  own  wriitcn  testimony, and  with  this  they 
felt  prepared  to  meet  and  vanquish  his  foes,  and 
to  silence  their  suspicions. 


forsooth,  it  was  some  one  to  whom  he  had  made 
the  pledge,  which  is  asserted  by  his  friend  from. 
North  Carolina,  that  "he  would  put  down  inter- 
nal improvements." 

Will  it  be  said  that  I  perhaps  understood  hi* 
pledges  differently  from  his  other  friends  in  the 
Western  country;  and  that  they  did  not  eup- 
pose  him  under  obligation  to  sanction  appropri- 
ations similar  to  those  for  which  he  had  voted! 
If  so,  one  fact  will  prove  to  gentlemen,  that  in 
so  understanding  him,  I  was  not  alone,  but  that 
such  was  the  common  understanding,  and  such 
the  common  feeling,  of  the  great  body  of  his 
friends  in  that  quarter.  Into  the  Legislature  of 
Kentucky,  certain  resolutions  were  introduced 
by  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  friend  that 
Gen.  Jackson  had  in  that  body,  instructing  their 
Senators,  and  requesting  their  Representatives 
in  Congress,  of  which  number  I  had  then  the 
honor  to  be  one,  to  exert  their  influence  to  pro- 
cure from  Congress  an  appropriation  to  aid  in 
completing  the  road  from  Maysville  to  Lexing- 
ton, which  was  designed  as  a  lateral  branch  of 
the  great  National  road.  Those  resolutions 
were  adopted  almost  by  unanimity. 

Well,  sir,  in  obedience  to  those  resolution- 
we  did  exert  ourselves  to  procure  the  appropri- 
ation; and  Congress,  under  a  sense  of  justice, 
made  it.  The  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  t«  purchase 
stock  in  the  Maysville  and  Lexington  Turnpike 
road  company;  and,  what  is  more,  that  appro- 
priation passed  this    House,    according  to    my 


880 


REGISTER  OF  DEBATES. 


[23d  C.  1st  S. 


present  recollection,  by  more  than  two  thirds  of 
the  members  voting,  and  by  about  two  thirds  of 
the  Senate.  I  speak  sir,  of  its  original  passage. 
The  news  of  its  passage  flew  to  Kentucky,  as 
though  it  had  been  borne  on  the  wings  of  the 
wind;  and  the  effect  that  it  produced  there,  a- 
mong  some  of  the  leading  friends  of  General 
Jackson,  will  further  and  more  conclusively  sus- 
tain the  position  which  I  have  taken,  in  regard 
to  the  construction  placed  on  his  electioneering 
pledges  made  to  his  western  friends.  So  soon  as 
the  news  reached  that  the  bill  had  passed  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  the  shout  of  triumph  was 
raised.  Two  distinguished  newspapers,  I  mean 
distinguished  for  their  devotion  to  the  chief;  one 
at  Frankfort,  then  under  the  control  of  "the 
powers  that  now  be;"  and  the  other  at  Louisville, 
were  loudest  and  most  joyful  in  the  train.  What 
said  they?  They  exclaimed,  "Adams  and  Clay 
spent  four  years  in  talking,  but  General  Jack- 
son has  commenced  acting.  He  has  done  more 
for  Kentucky  in  one  day,  than  the  others  accom- 
plished in  four  years  !  !"  Why  was  this  shout 
of  triumph  raised?  And  why  this  confidence 
that  the  bill  was  the  bantling  offspring  of 
the  President?  Sir,  it  was  because  he  stood 
pledged  to  encourage  Internal  Improvement, 
and  because  he  had  voted  for  a  measure  identi- 
cal in  principle  with  that;  and  moreover,  because 
his  friends  believed  he  would  act  out  the  part  to 
which  he  was  so  pledged. 

But  how  short  lived  are  the  greatest  raptures, 
of  this  world?  His  friends  shouted  confidently, 
for  a  few  hours,  or  days  at  most — when  a  sud- 
den damper  was  thrown  over  them.  Yes,  sir, 
as  suddenly  as  a  thunder  clap  of  a  brilliant  sun- 
shiny day,  did  the  unexpected  veto  fall  on  their 
ears.  They  were  astonished  for  a  moment,  but 
happy  souls!  they  were  not  left  without  some 
source  of  consolation.  The  conclusion  was, 
when  they  considered  the  bill  as  passed,  that 
the  General  had  done  more  than  four  full  years 
labor  for  Kentucky.  But  when  they  found 
he  had  "vetoed"  it,  it  was  still  better 
than  ever.  He  had  saved  the  State  and  saved 
the  country  !  His  friends,  at  least  many  of  them, 
have  some  extraordinary  sources  of  felicitation, 
under  all  circumstances. 

Let  the  President  take  what  course  he  will , 
they  find,  either  in  the  act  itself,  or  the  motive, 
when  the  act  cannot  be  defended,  grounds  of 
excuseror  justification.  Hence  the  passage  of 
the  Majrsville  road  bill  was  a  glorious  triumph 
of  priMiple,  on  one  day.  On  the  next,  the 
"vetofng"  of  that  bill  was  still  more  glorious 
and  brilliant.  Happy  is  the  man  who  can  be 
happy  under  all  circumstances;  and  so  it  was 
in  this  matter.  But  enough,  sir,  on  the  subject 
of  the  President's  pledge  to  sustain  internal  im- 
provements in  the  West;  and  enough  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  that  pledge  was  redeemed.  I 
will  now  pass  to  the  pledge  which  he,  in  sub- 
stance, gave  in  regard  to  the  tariff,  and  for 
encouragement  of  his  western  friends. 

It  was  in  the  same  letter  from  Gen.  Jackson, 
and  in  response  to  the  call  of  the  Indiana  Legis- 
lature, that,  as  evidence  of  his  devotion  to  the 
tariff,  he  referred  also  to  his  vote  while  a  Sen- 


ator, for  the  tariff  of  1824,  usually  denominated 
the  "Woollens  Bill."  This  bill,  sir,  I  have  al- 
ways believj«L  and  still  believe,  was  more  pre- 
judicial to  .the  South  than  the  bill  of  1828;  and, 
in  reference  to  the  general  subject,  it  may  be 
considered  as  rather  "ultra."  Yet,  to  satisfy 
his  friends,  as  to  what  he  might  thereafter  be 
expected  to  do,  Gen.  Jackson  referred  to  the 
fact  of  his  vote  for  the  bill  of  1824,  as  an  act 
that  he  had  already  done.  But  he  did  not  stop 
even  there.  He  went  further,  and  pointed  to 
his  famous  letter  to  a  certain  Dr.  Coleman,  in 
which  he  had  embodied  his  tariff  creed;  and  in 
which,  permit  me  to  add,  sir,  he  had  gone  as 
far  as  Henry  Clay  himself  would  have  consider- 
ed it  necessary  to  go.  Are  any  of  these  state- 
ments to  be  controverted?  If  so,  let  the  mem- 
ber who  doubts,  now  controvert  them,  that  an 
opportunity  may  be  afforded  me  of  sustaining 
them,  from  the  public  records  of  the  country. 

Here  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  strong  as  pledges 
can  be,  are  two  pledges  given;  the  first  to  sus- 
tain internal  improvements;  the  second  to  sus- 
tain the  tariff ;  and  the  effect  which  they  pro- 
duced in  the  western  country  is  too  well  known 
to  admit  of  dispute.  But  what,  sir,  are  we  now 
told;  and  that,  too,  by  one  of  the  most  de- 
voted friends  of  the  President?  We  are  told, 
Mr.  Speaker,  flirt,  while  that  individual  was 
making  such  promises  as  those  to  *  hich  I  have 
alluded,  to  the  people  of  the  west,  among  whom 
the  tariff  and  internal  improvements  were  popu- 
lar, he  was  also  understood  as  pledged  to  the 
south,  that  "he  would  put  down  internal  im- 
provements," and  ''reduce  the  tariff,  and  de- 
stroy the  United|States  Bank  ;"  it  being  known 
in  the  south  they  were  unpopular.  Sir,  if  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  be  not  in  error, 
what  a  deplorable  period  in  our  national  history 
have  we  reached  !  Whether  he  be  in  error  or 
not,  is  a  question  to  be  settled  between  himself 
and  those  concerned.  So  far  as  I  am  concern- 
ed, I  am  bound  to  believe  that  he  is  not.  But, 
Mr.  Speaker,  in  conclusion,  1  propose  this 
question  for  that  gentleman — and  I  hope  it  may 
meet  his  views  of  propriety,  and  at  the  same 
time  suit  his  views  to  answer  it — were  the  pled- 
ges, which  he  says  were  made  to  the  southern 
people, public  or  private  pledges?  If  public, 
will  he  refer  me  to  the  document  or  correspon- 
dence, in  which  I  shall  find  them  ?  If  private, 
of  course  I  cannot  obtain  them,  otherwise  than 
as  they  are  here  given;  and  I  solemnly  declare, 
that  this  is  the  first  time  that  I  ever  heard  it  ac- 
knowledged that  such  pledges  were  made  to 
the  south,  though  I  have  heard  the  charge 
made,  perhaps  ten  thousand  times  over.  If 
they  were  public,  then  the  President  would 
stand  self-condemned,  of  having  availed  him- 
self of  different  currents,  as  he  navigated  differ- 
ent political  seas;  and  if  private ,  then  it  is  well 
that  the  people  should  understand  the  charac- 
ter of  the  means  by  which  a,  wise  and  virtuous 
administration  was  prostrated — on  the  ruins  of 
which  another  has  sprung  up,  which  has,  thank 
God !  left  us  thus  long  the  name  of  a  free  peo- 
ple, if,  indeed,  but  little  or  perhaps  nothing 
more. 


